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FREE
TOOL
SET

4 BURNER GAS GRILL WITH 
FLUSH MOUNT SIDE BURNER
• 40,000 BTU • 685 Square Inch Total 
   Cooking Area • 10,000 BTU Side Burner 
• Stainless Steel Lid    
-463436215  WAS $249.97

25.5 CU. FT. 
STAINLESS STEEL 
FRENCH DOOR 
REFRIGERATOR    
• LED Lighting 
 -RF260BEAESR
WAS $1999.97 

45% OFF
SAVE $900

SALE
$109997

20% OFF
SAVE $50

SALE
$19997

2 FREE
WWATER FILTERS 

INSTANTLY
With Purchase
VALUE $49 each

����������������

PORTABLE GPS NAVIGATION 
SYSTEM WITH LIFETIME MAPS
• 5.0” LCD 
-NUVI55LM  
WAS $129.99 23% OFF

SAVE $30
SALE

$9999

55''

4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

55'' CLASS 4K ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV 
-55PFL6900  WAS $1099.96
 IN-STORE ONLY

8,000 BTU SMART WINDOW
AIR CONDITIONER
• Can Be Controlled From An App On Your 
   Smartphone • 12.0 EER/110 Volt                                
 -FGRC0844S1

NOW...
$29997

WAS $349.97
SALE $329.97

*CON ED MAIL-IN REBATE -$30.00

*CON EDISON CUSTOMERS ONLY

SAVE $50*

40% OFF
SAVE $400

SALE
$59994

FOR THIS PAIR

   NOW

$29997 
   

EACH
AFTER  

SAVINGS

CLOSEOUT
WHILE  

SUPPLIES LAST

3.5 CU. FT. WASHER   
• 10 Cycles                     
-WTW4810EW  
  WAS $499.97

7 CU. FT.  
ELECTRIC DRYER        
• Wrinkle Shield Option                    
-WED4810EW  
  WAS $499.97

3 553 CUCUCUU FFFTT WASWASHEHER

49''

30% OFF
SAVE $150

SALE
$34996

SMART LED TV

49" CLASS LED 1080p 
SMART HDTV
-49PFL4609  WAS $499.96
 IN-STORE ONLY

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

54% OFF
SAVE $600

SALE
$49996



• Every Make • Model • BTU • Take ‘Em With You or We’ll Deliver

SAVE $105,000 BTU WINDOW 
AIR CONDITIONER
• 2 Cooling Speeds/2 Fan Speeds 
• 11.0 EER/110 Volts
-FFRA0511R1  WAS $129.97

SAVE $40*

10,000 BTU WI-FI 
WINDOW AIR CONDITIONER       
• 3 Cooling Speeds/ 3 Fan Speeds
• 12.2 EER/110 Volt 
 -AED10AV

6,000 BTU WINDOW 
AIR CONDITIONER 
• 24 Hour Start/Stop Timer    
• 12.3 EER/110 Volts         
 -AEM06LV 

DELUXE
QUIET

Wi-Fi CONTROL

SUPERIOR SERVICE BEFORE, DURING & AFTER THE SALE!

SAVE $40* 8,000 BTU SMART WINDOW 
AIR CONDITIONER
• Can Be Controlled From An App On 
   Your Smartphone • LED Electronic Controls 
• 10.9 EER/110 Volt 
 -PAROS-WH01  WAS $249.97

$21997
NOW...

SAVE $30

12,000 BTU WINDOW 
AIR CONDITIONER 
• 24 Hour Start/Stop Timer  
• 12.0 EER/110 Volts                                      
 -FFRE1233S1

$11997
NOW...

$33997
NOW...

WAS $379.97
SALE $369.97

*CON ED MAIL-IN 
REBATE -$30.00

SAVE $40*

NOW...
$27997

SAVE $70

NOW...
$36997
SAVE $20

8,000 BTU PORTABLE 
AIR CONDITIONER
• Cools Up To 250 Sq/Ft 
• 7.9 EER/110 Volts
 -AP08JR  WAS $349.97

12,000 BTU PORTABLE 
AIR CONDITIONER    
• 8.9 EER / 110 Volt 
• Electronic Controls                               
• Remote Control                                    
 -FFPA1222R1  
  WAS $389.97

THOUSANDS OF 
FANS ON SALE

on purchases of all FRIEDRICH Air Conditioners1YEARSPECIAL FINANCING3

VALID 7/1/16 - 7/9/16

*CON ED CUSTOMERS ONLY

$31997

WAS $369.97
SALE $349.97

FRIEDRICH 
ONLINE REBATE -$30.00

8,000 BTU PORTABLE 
AIR CONDITIONER
• 8.8 EER/110 Volt
-P08S

SAVE $50

8,000 BTU WINDOW/WOOD WALL 
SLIDE OUT AIR CONDITIONER       
• Electronic Controls with 
   Remote • 12.1 EER/110 Volts                                         
 -CP08G10B  

SAVE $90*

CONTINUOUS 
AIR SWEEP

NOW...

Wi-Fi CONTROL

WAS $189.97
SALE $179.97

*CON ED MAIL-IN 
REBATE -$30.00

$14997
NOW...

$32997

WAS $369.97
SALE $359.97

*CON ED MAIL-IN 
REBATE -$30.00

NOW...

$30997
NOW...

WAS $399.97
SALE $369.97

*CON ED MAIL-IN 
REBATE -$30.00

FRIEDRICH ONLINE 
REBATE -$30.00
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The Elmhurst community 

has been shaken since two 
registered sex offenders were 
identified as living in the shel-
ter for homeless families at 
the former Pan American ho-
tel. Convicted rapist Rodney 
Moultrie and convicted child 
predator Dwayne Clark regis-
tered with the state Division 
of Criminal Justice Services 
June 7 providing the address 
79-00 Queens Blvd., that of the 
Boulevard Family Residence.

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) fired 
off a letter to Commissioner 
Steven Banks of the Human 
Resources Administration 10 
days later complaining that 
the shelter is less than 600 feet 
from the 51st Avenue Academy 
and IS 5 is on the next block. 
The letter, co-signed by U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) never received 
a response,  but at Stavisky’s 
request  HRA sent represen-
tatives to a community advi-
sory board meeting at the Pan 
American shelter Monday.

“According to HRA, there 
are currently no registered 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

In the most contested con-
gressional primary in the bor-
ough, former Nassau County 
Executive Tom Suozzi won the 
Democratic nod to replace out-
going U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Melville) in a race that drew 
only about 9.4 percent of reg-
istered voters in the Queens 
part of the district. He will 
face Republican Jack Martins 
in the general election in No-
vember.

The win came as polling 
places throughout the borough 
reported lackluster turnout 
in line with a citywide trend. 
Three congressional incum-
bents in Queens also skated to 
broad victories against their 
challengers.

In the four congressional 
races for seats that included 
neighborhoods in Queens, 
56,486 ballots were cast out of 
965,429 active enrolled Demo-
crats for a turnout of 5.8 per-
cent, according to the state 
Board of Elections. Poll work-
ers hypothesized that the up-
coming July 4 weekend and 
the fact that it was the last day 
of the school year may have 
exacerbated the low turnout. 
Additionally, sizable delays 
on the LIRR due to a truck ac-
cident at the Woodside station 
may have affected turnout in 

Continued on Page 31Continued on Page 42
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Springfield Gardens 
charter school did a poor job 
of overseeing its financial af-
fairs, according to an audit 
conducted by the office of 
Comptroller Scott Stringer. 

In the report, Stringer’s 

office asserts that Merrick 
Academy Queens Public Char-
ter School, which serves chil-
dren from grades K-5, changed 
the management agreement it 
shared with Victory Schools, 
Inc., a private company tasked 
with assisting to operate the 
school. Subsequently, there 

was “inadequate documenta-
tion to establish that payments 
of $1.2 million to Victory were 
necessary, appropriate, valid 
and reasonable,” the report 
said.

Merrick also did not con-
sistently use contracts or 

Continued on Page 42

Comptroller Scott Stringer released an audit of Merrick Academy con-
ducted during the previous two fiscal years. The school responded to 
the audit, and both reports can be found on the comptroller's site. 

Courtesy of merrickacademy.org

Sex offenders
inside shelter
vexes electeds 

Stringer releases charter school audit

Meeks, Maloney win races 
Suozzi prevails in Dem primary for Israel seat’s amid weak turnout

in Jackson Heights, the third annual Peruvian National Parade dances down 37th Avenue.  
Photo by Micahel Shain 

SOUTH AMERICAN STYLE
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A statewide organization, 

dedicated to ending the use of 
solitary confinement in the 
state prison system, called 
on Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the state Legislature to pass 
the Humane Alternatives to 
Long Term Solitary Confine-
ment Act, known as HALT, 
immediately upon returning 
to session in January. 

A dozen members of CAIC, 
the Campaign for Alterna-
tives to Isolated Confine-
ment, were joined at Athens 
Square Park by state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
last week, less than a mile 
from Rikers Island.

“At this moment there are 
men, women and children 
who are questioning reality, 
hearing voices, and crying 
tears of torture because our 
legislators refuse to act,” 
Johnny Perez, Safe Reentry 
Advocate at the Urban Jus-
tice Center and a survivor 
of solitary confinement, said 
June 23. “Today, and every 
23rd, we remind our legisla-
tors that there are people just 
like them held in these cells. 
If we value human dignity 
and worth, then we have a 
moral obligation to act. Sup-
porting the HALT Act is that 
act.”

CAIC’s actions take place 

on the 23rd of each month to 
recognize the 23 hours each 
day that a person in solitary 
confinement is isolated. To 
dramatize their message, 
CAIC members provided vir-
tual reality goggles to give 
the public a sense of the expe-
rience inside a solitary con-
finement cell.

“They do a good job rais-
ing awareness of the horrors 
of solitary confinement,” Gia-
narais said. “Look, I’ve been 
an advocate of criminal jus-
tice reforms such as the cash 
bail elimination proposal 
and new simplified Miranda 
Rights for juveniles. I’m just 
always looking to improve 
the way our criminal justice 
system works.”

Gianaris, who is consid-
ered to be a potential succes-
sor to state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman, said 
there is a need to reform soli-
tary confinement practices 
and create more humane and 
effective alternatives to such 
punishment.

“Someone who breaks the 
law should be punished, but 
while they’re serving their 
time they must be rehabili-
tated,” Gianaris said. “Data 
shows that excessive use of 
solitary is counterproduc-
tive. The prisoner becomes 
a more dangerous member 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2016 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY MARK HALLUM

 While Neir’s Tavern, the 
180-year-old Woodhaven drink-
ing establishment, had its ap-
plication for landmark status 
rejected by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission  in 
May, owner Loycent Gordon 
says his battle to achieve that 
status for his establishment is 
far from over.

Built in the 1820s at 87-
48 78th St., Neir’s represents 
what little remains of the 
Union Race Course, which was 
Woodhaven’s main attraction 
at the time. The tavern was ad-
jacent to the track.

Gordon, a firefighter and 
business owner, has pushed 
for several years to get Neir’s 
the recognition and protec-
tion he says it deserves. The 
community, along with Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), rallied in 
support of the tavern achiev-
ing landmark just a week 
before its application was re-
jected. 

According to Gordon, the 
LPC response to the applica-
tion was in sum, “Neir’s Tav-
ern does not rise to the level of 
significance to warrant land-
mark status.” The response 
went on to say that giving the 
tavern landmark status would 
not protect it from future de-
velopment.

“We’re very saddened by 
this and feel like it’s a slap in 
the face to something that’s 
so obvious and one-sided com-
pared to all the landmarks 
that were easily acquired in 
Manhattan,” Gordon said, re-
ferring to the small number 
of landmarks in the outer bor-
oughs. 

In response to the rejection, 
Gordon said he has launched 
an online petition to further 
rally support. He is also work-
ing with representatives from 
the mayor’s office who dis-

agree with the decision to turn 
down the application.

“While the rest of the city 
is busy expanding and devel-
oping, it is important that we 
remember the structures that 
tell the story of Queens, and it 
is our responsibility to protect 
and preserve them. Landmark-
ing the more than 180-year-
old tavern would ensure the 
building and its surroundings 
will remain unchanged and 
safe from developers for years 
to come. Neir’s is already a 
landmark as far as the people 
of Queens, especially Wood-
haven, are concerned, but it 
deserves the respect of being 
officially named as one by the 
city,” state Sen. Joseph Addab-
bo (D-Howard Beach) said.

Neir’s has not only been as 
a longtime neighborhood beer 
joint, it was also the setting of 
a scene in Martin Scorsese’s 
iconic Mafia film, “Goodfel-
las.”

“Neir’s is already a land-
mark in the eyes of countless 
people, and is really like no 
other place in the city. It has 
lasted through generations 
upon generations of patrons 
and is a staple in Woodhaven,” 
Crowley said in May. “It is the 
feeling of familiarity, family 
and community that makes 
Neir’s more than just a bar—it 
is home, it is part of our lives. 
The LPC should more often 
look towards our borough of 
rich, historic treasures. Dur-
ing a time when development 
is on the rise in our city, so 
many mom-and-pop stores and 
small businesses lose out to 
bigger companies. We cannot 
risk that happening to Neir’s 
Tavern.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued on Page 42

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (r) joins civil rights activists to demand an 
end to solitary confinement in the state's prisons. Courtesy CAIC

Neir's Tavern owner Loycent Gordon and Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowly 
held a rally in May to encourage the LPC to grant landmark status to the 
historic Woodhaven staple.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Gianaris demands end
to solitary confi nement

Neir’s nixed by LPC
Woodhaven tavern gets a rejection letter on its landmark application
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BY BILL PARRY

A Jackson Heights elemen-
tary school will be flying a 
new flag from now on. 

Students at PS 69, at 77th 
Street and 37th Avenue, re-
ceived the Green Flag Award 
last week, a national honor giv-
en to schools that demonstrate 
exceptional leadership in sus-
tainability. The honor was giv-
en through Eco-Schools USA, 
a K-12 school sustainability 
program of the National Wild-
life Federation, the nation’s 
largest wildlife conservation 
and education organization.

Pallavi Shastri, a substance 
abuse prevention and inter-
vention specialist counselor 
who runs The Green Team 
sustainability program at the 
school, was singled out for rec-
ognition.

“Pallavi Shastri has 
worked tirelessly to educate 
PS 69’s students to care deeply 
about protecting the planet,” 
said Emily Fano, NYC Eco-
Schools senior manager. 

“With the support of Principal 
Martha Vazquez, Shastri has 
used the Eco-Schools program 
framework to nurture a team 
of students whose members 
can speak eloquently about 
a range of environmental is-
sues, from global warming to 
the dangers of plastic pollu-
tion in our oceans.”

PS 69 is the 11th public 
school in the city to be award-
ed a Green Flag, which comes 
with a $5,000 grant to help 
fund the program. Students 
performed school-wide energy 
audits and then slashed the 
school’s electricity consump-
tion by ensuring that elec-
tronic devices and lights were 
turned off when not being 
used . Their efforts resulted 
in a savings of 94,771 kilowatt 
hours of electricity per year , 
the equivalent of preventing 
the release of 150,000 pounds 
of carbon into the atmosphere.

Other projects included 
salvaging 100 pounds of bro-
ken crayons, using less food 
and turning 4,000 toilet paper 

rolls into artwork. They also 
repurposed 300 plastic baby-
wipe tubs into Mother’s Day 
planters.

“I’ve dedicated the past 14 
years of my professional and 
personal life towards numer-
ous projects centered around 

the environment and develop-
ing The Green Team, a group of 
students committed to the bet-
terment of the world through 
daily efforts, mindful choices 
and lifestyle changes,” Shas-
tri said June 23. “Our Earth is 
beautiful beyond measure and 

every effort towards preserv-
ing her and all her creatures is 
our collective responsibility.”

The students also diverted 
10,000 pounds of waste from 
landfills and rescued 5,000 
pounds of glue sticks, paint 
binders, paper, arts and craft 
supplies, and books and donat-
ing them to homeless shelters, 
daycares and needy students 
in the school and community.

“Ms. Shastri has impacted 
us extremely, and taught us 
to grow up to be great people 
in the future,” said graduat-
ing fifth-grader Alexandra 
Lomboy, a three-year mem-
ber of The Green Team “She 
has influenced us to give up 
single-use plastic products, to 
go outside and compost, and 
find ways to conserve energy. 
We have been around class-
rooms giving lessons to kids. 
We have also spread so much 
awareness that in the future 
our world will be a much bet-
ter place.”

Pallavi Shastri is honored as PS 69 in Jackson Heights captures a Green 
Flag Award for exceptional leadership in sustainability. 

Courtesy National Willife Federation

Real banner day for the Green Team at PS 69
Jackson Heights elementary school’s environmental program honored with national award

District Offi ces:

Wishing everyone
a happy and safe 4th of July 

as we proudly celebrate and cherish
our independence.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

Congressman Joe Crowley | 14th Congressional District
Paid for by Crowley for Congress

On this Independence Day Weekend,  
let us give thanks to the service members  

who have fought for our freedom.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials and advo-
cates have expressed mixed 
reactions to a criminal court 
judge’s ruling that the city’s 
right of way law is unconsti-
tutional on the grounds that 
it imposes criminal penal-
ties without the need to prove 
wrongdoing.

The right of way law, 
unanimously passed by the 
City Council in 2014 as part of 
a series of Vision Zero bills, 
mandates that if a driver hits 
someone who has the right 
of way in a crosswalk, the 
NYPD can bring a misde-
meanor charge against the 
driver for failure to yield.

In the June 24 decision, 
Queen Criminal Court Judge 
Gia Morris dismissed a mis-
demeanor charge of failure to 
yield against Isaac Sanson, a 
school bus driver who struck 

and killed 85-year-old Jean-
ine Deutsch in a Forest Hills 
crosswalk, where she was 
crossing legally in December 
2014.

Morris concluded the law 
violates defendants’ rights to 
due process, placing a high 
burden of proof on drivers to 
prove that they were not driv-
ing negligently. 

A spokesman for District 
Attorney Richard Brown said 
his office is currently decid-
ing whether or not to appeal 
the decision. 

“We are studying the deci-
sion and weighing our appel-
late options,” the spokesman 
said.

City Hall said the decision 
is non-binding and does not af-
fect the city, the NYPD or the 
DA’s writ large because it is a 
trial court ruling resolving an 
individual criminal prosecu-

BY MADINA TOURE

Community activists, art-
ists and elected officials dis-
cussed racial and religious 
discrimination in post-9/11 
America as well as the chal-
lenges LGBT individuals face 
at an evening of rights and re-
flection at Diversity Plaza in 
Jackson Heights Saturday fol-
lowing the Orlando nightclub 
shooting last month. 

The event, which kicked off 
in the afternoon and conclud-
ed in the evening, consisted 
of spoken word performances, 
“know your rights” workshops 
and featured a mural with a 
light blue background and the 
phrase “Jackson Heights Unit-
ed Against Hate” in black let-
ters. Attendees were encour-
aged to put their hand on paint 
and then put their handprint 
on the mural.

Cliff Mulqueen, deputy 
commissioner and general 
counsel for the city Commis-
sion on Human Rights, spoke 
during the ceremony. South 

Asian American activist Dee-
pa Iyer, a senior fellow at the 
Center for Social Inclusion, 
served as the keynote speaker. 

“Tonight, we are here to 
stand together to say enough 
is enough and we are going to 
unite together against all the 
hateful rhetoric that seems to 
be taking over the airwaves 
of this country,” Annetta 
Seecharran, interim executive 
director of the Chhaya Com-
munity Development Corpora-
tion, said.

Queens Museum; United 
Sikhs, a United Nations-affil-
iated international nonprofit, 
and the New York Commis-
sioner on Human Rights were 
partners for the event  and 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) is a sup-
porter.

On June 12, 49 people were 

BY BILL PARRY
 
In all corners of the World’s 

Borough immigrants and 
elected officials were speaking 
out after last week’s bombshell 
announcement by the U.S. Su-
preme Court of a deadlocked 
decision on President Obama’s 
executive action on immigra-
tion. 

The 4-4 tie in the case of 
United States v. Texas, up-
holds a lower court’s decision 
to block Obama’s efforts which 
would have protected millions 
of parents of U.S. citizens from 
deportation and granted them 
work permits under DAPA, the 
Deferred Action for Parents of 
Americans program.

More than 50 South Asian 
and Indo-Caribbean immi-
grants took to Diversity Plaza 
in Jackson Heights last Friday 
to speak out against the ruling 
that makes 220,000 people vul-
nerable to deportation, many 
of them here in Queens. South 
Ozone Park resident Rishi 
Singh, from Trinidad, direc-
tor of organizing for  DRUM, 
or Desis Rising Up & Moving, 
and other members called for a 

moratorium on deportations.
“Given the recent expan-

sion of raids, with nearly 3 mil-
lion deportations in the last 
seven years, the ongoing abuse 
in detention and the spectre of 

a possible Trump presidency, 
it would be reckless for Presi-
dent Obama to pass the cur-
rent immigration system onto 
the next president — whoever 
that will be— without taking 

major steps to halt deporta-
tions,” Singh said. “Even with 
DAPA, only a fraction of us 
would be protected. With it 
now blocked, many more of us 
still face the threat of the de-

portation machine that it is in-
cumbent on President Obama 
to begin to dismantle.”

Another DRUM member, 
Elmhurst’s Nadira Khanum 
from Bangladesh, is one of the 
many who fought for the cam-
paign to win DAPA. 

“Today New York City fam-
ilies are more angry than fear-
ful. We are tired of waiting for 
justice in this country,” she 
said. “We call on the President 
and his potential successors 
to take us out of deportation’s 
crosshairs. I should not have 
to worry about my husband 
being deported every minute 
of every day. We need a firm 
end to deportations before the 
president leaves office.”

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion reverberated from Jack-
son Heights to Corona, two 
of the most diverse neighbor-
hoods in the country where 167 
different languages are spo-
ken within a mile of Roosevelt 
Avenue.

“The communities I repre-
sent—the sons and daughters, 
and mothers and fathers—
deserve better than this,” City 

Annetta Seecharran, Chhaya's in-
terim executive director (l.) lis-
tens as Councilman Daniel Dromm 
speaks during the organization's 
evening of rights and reflections. 

Photo by Madina Toure

Members of Desis Rising Up & Moving gather at Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights to protest the Spreme Court 
ruling on President Obama's executive action on immigration. Courtesy DRUM

Supreme deadlock shocks borough
Obama’s executive action on immigration dealt devastating blow as high court ties 4-4

Evening of rights, refl ections 
held after Orlando shooting

Pols, advocates divided 
over right-of-way ruling

Continued on Page 32

Continued onPage 7Continued on Page 42
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BY MADINA TOURE

At her annual legislative 
roundtable, state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said she 
was disappointed that mayoral 
control over the city’s schools 
was only extended for a year 
but touted a series of legisla-
tive achievements. 

At the roundtable discus-
sion at her district office at 
142-29 37th Ave., Stavisky said 
Senate Republicans and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio do not get along, 
arguing that mayoral control 
should have been extended for 
three years as opposed to one 
year.

“The previous mayor gave 
the Senate Republicans almost 
a million dollars in campaign 
contributions, $900,000,” she 
said. “This mayor, they have in 
their sights. They want to hurt 
him and they tried through 
mayoral control and I suppose 
it didn’t work because we did 
extend it, but nevertheless, 
there were no reforms, no ad-
ditional parental involvement 
and I think that’s a mistake.”

She also criticized the Sen-
ate Republicans for  blocking 
any limitations on outside 
income as well as legislation 
that would prohibit legislators 
from using campaign funds to 
pay for outside counsel when 
they get into trouble. She also 
said there is a need for cam-

paign finance reform, pointing 
out that the contribution lim-
its for the governor are high in 
the $40,000-$50,000 range.

“I can accept up to $18,000 
from any one source,” she 
said. “But an LLC can give me 
$500,000. There’s no limit and 
that’s what’s wrong.”

She blasted the Republi-
cans for taking the Dream 
Act—legislation authorizing 
undocumented students who 
graduate from high school in 
New York to apply for college 
financial aid—out of the bud-
get.

But there were two major 
bipartisan efforts that passed: 
a bill that increases penalties 
for selling opioids—medica-
tions used to manage acute 
and chronic pain—that also 

mandates that doctors can 
only prescribe them for seven 
days at a time, down from 
30, and a zombie/foreclosed 
homes bill. 

She also praised the re-
scinding of Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s proposal that New York 
City pay $485 million  to CUNY 
for the 2016-2017 fiscal year 
and said tuition at SUNY and 
CUNY will remain the same 
as last year for the “first time 
in many years.” Faculty and 
staff now have a contract with 
CUNY after being without 
one since 2010, while  $50 mil-
lion—$30 million  for SUNY 
and $20 million for CUNY—
was appropriated for capital 
maintenance. 

Other accomplishments 
include a new requirement for 
lead poisoning testing in every 
school, an increase in the min-
imum age to $15, the passage 
of paid family leave, increased 
access to breast cancer screen-
ing and treatment, the largest 
middle-class personal income 
tax cut in more than 70 years 
and a $27 billion MTA capital 
program that includes $26.6 
billion for improvement of 
capital facilities operated by 
NYC Transit Authority, LIRR, 
Metro-North and MTA Bus. 
She also received an above 
average rating on gun safety 
from New Yorkers Against 
Gun Violence.

BY BILL PARRY
 
After last week’s historic 

26-hour sit-in on the House 
floor, the New York Congres-
sional delegation brought the 
fight home, rallying with gun 
safety advocates and victims 
of gun violence to continue the 
demand for action while the 
House is adjourned until July 
5. 

Shouting “No Bill, No 
Break,” dozens took to the 
steps of City Hall Friday to 
demand the House GOP lead-
ership allow a vote on two Sen-
ate proposals to establish man-
datory background checks for 
guns bought online and at gun 
shows and to ban people on the 
terrorist watch list from pur-
chasing firearms.

“Enough is enough,” U.S. 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) said. “We are done 
with moments of silence, we 
are done with prayers. Our 

thoughts are not enough. Now 
is the time for action. What 
began on the House floor 
Wednesday is continuing here 
today. That was a start of the 
movement that will sweep the 
nation so that the Republicans 
can no longer ignore the fact 
that without action, gun vio-
lence will continue. By refus-
ing to vote on, or pass, com-
monsense gun legislation, we 
do a disservice to those who 
have suffered from gun vio-
lence. The victims and their 
families deserve more from 
us; they deserve to see true 
change.”

Maloney has long supported 
sensible gun regulation, start-
ing with support of the Brady 
Handgun Violence Prevention 
Act of 1993, named for Presi-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city has broken 
ground on a $67 million re-
construction project at a 
New York City Housing Au-
thority residential develop-
ment in the Rockaways that 
was damaged by Hurricane 
Sandy. It was the first of 33 
scheduled projects to repair 
Sandy-affected NYCHA hous-
ing that would be funded by a 
$3 billion grant from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency.

“Many of us still remem-
ber the weeks of cold and 
darkness after Sandy—in-
cluding thousands of NYCHA 
residents. People across all 
five boroughs are still feeling 
the impact today,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said at the ground-
breaking ceremony last Fri-
day. “However, with this $67 
million investment, we will 
continue to fortify NYCHA 
buildings and create a more 
resilient city so that residents 
never have to go through this 
again.”

The Ocean Bay-Oceanside 
NYCHA development, locat-
ed at 64-81 Almeda Ave. in 
Arverne, has 417 apartments 
and has a population of 852 
residents. The proposed 
improvements to the devel-
opment include a full roof 
replacement, standby genera-
tors to supply power in the 
event of an emergency, refur-
bished playgrounds and new 
security doors and cameras. 
The construction is slated to 
start in the second quarter of 
2016, according to informa-
tion from NYCHA’s Sandy 
Recovery Program Manage-
ment Office.

The $3 billion FEMA 

grant, which will fund 32 
additional projects besides 
the Oceanside repairs, was 
allocated last year after 
three years of advocacy and 
support from New York con-
gressional leaders, U.S. Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. The 
FEMA funding will be dis-
persed by the state Division 
of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Services to spe-
cific NYCHA projects. NY-
CHA currently has contracts 
out for repair work at two Co-
ney Island locations, Smith 
Houses and Rangel Houses 
in Manhattan, and Astoria 
Houses, among others.

The city also released 
renderings of the planned 
repairs slated for the Ocean 
Bay-Oceanside apartments, 
including standby genera-
tors on the roofs of each of 
the seven buildings in the de-
velopment and flood barriers 
at building entrances. State 
Sen. James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) said such repairs 
were vital in the event of an-
other storm with the destruc-
tive severity of Sandy.

“It goes without saying 
that Hurricane Sandy was 
one of the worst disasters in 
our lifetime. As a commu-
nity, we were not equipped,” 
he said. “This project is so 
important because it not only 
helps Ocean Bay-Oceanside 
rebuild, but it helps us take 
steps to become more re-
silient in the face of future 
storms.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney and 
members of the city's Democratic 
House delegation rally for com-
monsense gun legislation at City 
Hall. Courtesy Maloney's office

Renderings for the slated improvements at the Ocean Bay-Oceanside 
NYCHA development in Arverne include stand-by generators on the 
roof to be used in the event of a power outage. NYCHA

TOBY STAVISKY

Arverne project to fi x 
NYCHA after Sandy

House Dems demand gun vote 

Stavisky discusses bills
Senator weighs in on mayoral control, Albany session

Continued on Page 31
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Residents walking along 

the northwest corner of 176th 
Street and Jamaica Avenue 
will now be greeted by a new 
street sign — John Watusi 
Branch Way — in honor of 
the late John Watusi, who co-
founded the Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre in the 1970s. 

The street renaming cer-
emony, held in front of the 
theater at 176-03 Jamaica Ave., 
consisted of traditional per-
formances, libations, a drink 
poured out as an offering to 
a god or spirit,  and remarks 
from elected officials, commu-
nity leaders and activists. 

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) said he 
was happy to “introduce this 
legislation that would honor 
our elder in a way that is so 
fitting and that he is so deserv-
ing of.”

Branch, known as “Baba,” 
meaning “father,” went into a 
coma after suffering a heart 
attack Dec. 23. Five days later, 

he was taken off life support. 
He died at the age of 70.   

In 1976, Branch and the late 
Yusef Waliyaya co-founded 
the Afrikan Poetry Theatre 

Ensemble, the progenitor to 
the theater, as a collection of 
poets, singers and musicians 
focused on jazz, funk, African 
rhythms and poetry. 

The Afrikan Poetry The-
atre was incorporated as a 
nonprofit in 1977 and found 
a location on Merrick Boule-
vard a year later. In 1979, the 

theater moved to its current 
location.

Fighting back tears, Sophia 
Branch, John’s wife, thanked 
everyone involved in the effort 
and praised her husband. 

“It takes a long time to re-
ally talk about John, write 
about John, say things about 
John,” she said. “It takes a lot 
of thinking, a lot of thoughts, 
because he was a good person. 
He was a great person. John 
was a proud man and that 
takes thoughts and thinking.”

His son, Sekou Branch, the 
theater’s executive director, 
struggled to speak for a cou-
ple of seconds as he held back 
tears, with attendees encour-
aging him to take his time.  

“It’s been a long road, a 
road that we didn’t expect to 
travel ourselves...but we trav-
eled it and we’re here and we 
ain’t going nowhere,” he said. 
“It’s that simple. And that’s 
the way he (John) was: to the 
point, very simple. It is what it 
is and that’s what it is.”

The corner of 176th Street and Jamaica Avenue has been renamed John Watusi Branch Way in honor of the 
late co-founder of the Afrikan Poetry Theatre. Photo by Nat Valentine

John Watusi Branch Way unveiled
Street renaming ceremony held for late co-founder of Afrikan Poetry Theatre in Jamaica 
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tion in which it was not a named party 
and that broader injunctive relief was 
not available, sought or granted.

“This is an important piece of Vi-
sion Zero’s comprehensive approach to 
reducing death and serious injury on 
our streets,” Austin Finan, a City Hall 
spokesman, said. “We disagree with 
this court’s non-binding decision and 
will continue to investigate, enforce 
and charge this law.” 

Paul Steely White, executive direc-
tor of Transportation Alternatives, 
expressed disappointment over the 
ruling.

“The law has been upheld as con-
stitutional in three recent decisions,” 
White said. “Judge Morris’ ruling is 
legally flawed, and Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown must appeal.”

But Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), who voted for the law but 
introduced an amendment last year 
seeking more specifics on what would 
constitute failure to yield and failure 
to exercise due care, has mixed feel-
ings about the decision. 

“I’m not sure that this opinion is go-
ing to stand, but I do think that if the 
de Blasio administration had accepted 
my effort to make it clear what kind 
of misconduct would constitute due 
care, that the judge would have been 
more comfortable accepting that the 
statute criminalized something other 
than just ordinary negligent conduct,” 
Lancman said.

He also said physical streetscape 

changes that prevent collisions or 
make them much less likely than in 
the past and the education campaign 
the city has undertaken to change the 
culture of driving, walking and bicy-
cling are the most significant parts of 
Vision Zero. 

“I think lagging way behind those 
two are the increased penalties and 
sanctions for individual acts of mis-
conduct, whether that be the right of 
way law or speed cameras,” he said. 
“I think the number of people charged 
with a crime under the right of way 
law is relatively small.” 

 Adam White, a partner of Steve 
Vaccaro, the lawyer representing the 
family of Allison Liao, a 3-year-old girl 
who was killed by an SUV while cross-
ing Main Street and Cherry Avenue 
with her grandmother in October 2013, 
said there is a strong public policy not 
allowing low-level judges to invalidate 
laws based on a constitutional chal-
lenge.  But he acknowledged that they 
may prefer a case with the most com-
pelling facts and record. 

Still, he said this case could be an 
exception given that it is the law it-
self that is being challenged and that 
Deutsch being killed constitutes a com-
pelling fact and record.

“I think the judge made a mistake,” 
White said. “I think the judge didn’t 
view the statute and the authority for 
the statute and misinterpreted it and 
misapplied the law in crossing out the 
statute.”

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

According to one of his daughters, 
Kim Veira, who said John would call 
her “Tamu,” she and her sisters were 
“just elated to be here.” 

“Everywhere I go—I live in Atlan-
ta, my sister lives in Atlanta, my sister 
here’s in Charlotte, my sister’s in Ra-
leigh—and everywhere we go and we 
mention the Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
someone knows our father, knows of 
the work that he’s done, and it makes 
me so proud as his daughter,” Veira 
said. 

John’s nephew, elder sister and 
grandchildren also shared their senti-
ments about the street renaming. 

Under Branch’s leadership, the 
theater expanded,  leading cultural 
and educational tours to West Africa 
as well as developing a summer youth 
employment program. He was a promi-
nent figure in the Pan-African move-
ment and a published poet and author.

“It was a powerful statement when 
he first put the Afrikan Poetry The-
atre here on Jamaica Avenue,” state 
Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-Hollis) said. “It 
shook up a lot of people back then and 
it scared folks back then. People were 
confused as to what this building stood 

for and what people here were about.”
He also said he and Miller are work-

ing on getting the building renovated, 
noting that he had $5 million in the 
budget.

“My biggest frustration as an elect-
ed official was that we could not get 
this building renovated, even though 
I put millions of dollars in the budget.  
As long as I’ve been in, they changed 
the rules,” he said. 

Rev. Herbert Daughtry, national 
presiding minister of the House of the 
Lord Churches, said the street renam-
ing guarantees that Branch’s legacy 
will always be known. 

“As long as they come up and down 
Jamaica Avenue, John Watusi Branch 
will never die!” Daughtry exclaimed. 
“As long as we gather here at the Af-
rikan Poetry Theatre, John Watusi 
Branch will never die.”

Community Board 12 Chairwoman 
Adrienne Adams, who is challenging 
state Sen. James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) for his seat, sang the Ne-
gro National Anthem. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 6 
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DROWSY DRIVING CAN BE AS DANGEROUS AS DRIVING IMPAIRED
ADVERTORIAL

The public is well educated 
about the dangers of driving 
while impaired by medication, 
alcohol or illegal drugs. But 
drivers may not be aware that 
driving while tired can be just 
as dangerous.

Driving when tired can be a 
fatal mistake. Just as alcohol or 
drugs can slow down reaction 
time, impair judgment and in-
crease the risk of accident, so, 
too, can being tired behind the 
wheel. Drowsy driving is re-
portedly what caused the fatal 
crash in June 2014 between a 
limousine and a Walmart truck 
that ended the life of comic 

James McNair and seriously 
injured fellow comedian Tracy 
Morgan. The driver, Kevin 
Roper, was going 20 miles over 
the speed limit and was almost 
at his drive time limit, accord-
ing to preliminary reports by 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board.

According to the U.S. Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, about 100,000 
car crashes in the United States 
each year occur as the result of 
an overly tired driver. Various 
studies demonstrate that driv-
ers who have remained awake 
for 18 hours prior to driving 

mimic the driving perfor-
mance of intoxicated motorists. 
In fact, drowsy driving can be 
confused with driving with a 
high blood alcohol content.

Sleepiness can arise rela-
tively quickly, and according to 
Thomas Balkin, PhD, director 
of the behavioral biology pro-
gram at the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research and a 
leading expert on sleep and fa-
tigue, it’s difficult for drivers 
to assess just how sleepy they 
are. 

“Sleepiness affects the part 
of the brain responsible for 
judgment and self-awareness,” 

he says. “When you’ve reached 
the stage where you are fight-
ing sleep, the effect of any 
method of reviving yourself 
can be very short-lived.”

Furthermore, people do 
not have to be in a deep sleep 
to actually be asleep behind 
the wheel. Micro-sleeps occur 
when certain brain cells tem-
porarily shut down for a few 
seconds. A person is not com-
pletely asleep but in a sort of 
fog as if they are asleep. 

When sleepiness sets in, 
the best course of action is to 
pull off the road. Opening the 
window, turning on the radio 

or blasting cold air is, at best, 
only a temporary solution. If 
driving with passengers and 
feelings of sleepiness appear, 
hand the keys over to a passen-
ger and have them take over 
driving, if possible. Otherwise, 
a short nap and a cup of coffee 
can be used in combination to 
increase alertness. 

It’s also a good idea to avoid 
beginning a long road trip 
in mid-afternoon around the 
hours of two or three o’clock. 
While alertness generally dips 
in the evening hours, due to 
the circadian rhythm, alert-
ness also dips in the late after-

noon, prompting drowsiness. 
A 2010 study by the American
Automobile Association Foun-
dation for Traffic Safety found
that as many drivers reported 
falling asleep at the wheel in 
the afternoon hours as report-
ed falling asleep late at night. 
Driving in a warm, quiet car 
also may spur drowsiness, as 
would driving after a heavy 
meal. 

Driving tired is just as dan-
gerous as other impaired driv-
ing. Slow reaction times and
unawareness of surroundings 
can contribute to accidents
that are otherwise avoidable..



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 1–7, 2016 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY BILL PARRY

A bald eagle has taken up 
residence in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park along with 
egrets, swans, muskrats and 
turtles since the city invest-
ed $2.8 million to restore the 
wetlands along the shore of 
Meadow Lake. 

At 84 acres, Meadow Lake 
is the largest freshwater lake 
in the city, according to the 
city Parks Department. The 
restoration includes infra-
structural improvements to 
prevent stormwater contami-
nation of the lake’s ecosys-
tem. In addition, thousands 
of new native plants and 1,650 
trees were planted by 200 
volunteers to drown out the 
noise from the Grand Central 
Parkway and the Van Wyck 
Expressway.

“Since the 1939 World’s 
Fair, the story of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park has 
been one of continued im-
provement,” city Parks Com-
missioner Mitchell Silver 
said. “Eight decades of build-
ing, public programming, 
and now, environmental res-
toration.  Meadow Lake is the 
heart of the world’s park , and 
in the coming months and 
years, we will continue to 
collaborate with our volun-
teer stewards to make sure it 
stays healthy and cared-for, 
as it is today.”

Silver attended a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at the 
southern end of the man-
made lake, which was built 
in the 1930s to capture storm- 
and wastewater off the high-
ways. The project includes a 
bio-retention basin to treat 
the water before it gets into 
the lake, clouding its water.

“Today, we can see Mead-
ow Lake as nature intended 

it to be: surrounded by thou-
sands of native plants and 
without stormwater contami-
nating its ecosystem,” City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) said. “The in-
vestment is crucial to the 
southern half of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, and 
hopefully represents just 
the beginning of needed im-
provements in my portion of 
the park.”

Lancman has watched 
over the years as most of the 
money the city has invested 
has gone to the northern 
end of the park where the 
New York State Pavilion, the 
Queens Museum, the USTA 
Tennis Center and Citi Field 
are located.

“I grew up in this park 
and I’ve heard all of the bro-
ken promises from too many 
administrations,” Lancman 
said. “You’d see flooding in 
the parking lots and the lake 
would be cloudy and uninvit-
ing. Now it’s a pleasant place 
to be instead of one people 
shy away from.”

City Councilwoman Kar-
en Kozlowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
sponsored $1.4 million in 
Council funds towards the 
project, along with another 
$1.4 million   from the State 
Department of Conservation 
Clean-Water-Clean Air Act 
grant.

“Since 2009 we’ve been 
trying to get this work ,” she 
said. “It’s a great thing for 
this part of the park which 
has thousand of visitors each 
weekend.”

In addition to work on the 
lake’s shoreline, pathways 
have been improved and 
new access will be provided 
for pedestrians coming from 
Forest Hills, Kozlowitz said. 

BY MARK HALLUM

Borough President Melin-
da Katz and NYC Parks hosted 
the annual Only in Queens 
Summer Festival Sunday, in-
volving a rare public  tour of 
the New York State Pavilion 
followed by the SummerStage 
concert in Flushing Meadows. 
Among the performers at the 
SummerStage event were East 
Elmhurst-born hip-hop art-
ists Kid N’ Play, singer/actor 
Tristan “Mack” Wilds, and 
R&B singer Ginuwine.

 The festival drew about 
4,000 people.

 Katz allocated about $12 
million to the project to reno-
vate the Pavilion with help 
from the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. Ac-
cording to Katz, the iconic 
structure from the 1964 
World’s Fair is getting a fresh 
coat of paint in a shade of 
yellow known as “American 
Cheese” by Benjamin Moore, 
new flooring, elaborate light-
ing and a structural reinforce-
ment. The Pavilion, which has 
not been in use since the early 
1990s, holds historical signifi-
cance to Queens for the bands 
who played there, such as Led 
Zeppelin. 

Katz envisions the Pavilion 
once again being utilized for 
open-air performances.

“At night, when you drive 

past here, you can see the 
Queens Museum all lit up; 
you can see the Unisphere, 
which is beautiful, all lit up; 
and within a year you will see 
the New York State Pavilion lit 
up,” Katz said.

According to Salmaan 
Khan from People for the Pa-
vilion, a group devoted to the 
project that works closely 
with Katz and the National 
Trust, the modern design of 
the structure is making a style 
comeback, and with it a shift 
toward preserving mid-centu-
ry landmarks in Queens. 

“The word that comes 
up often is ‘iconic,’” Khan 
said,pointing out that the Pa-
vilion was nearly always in-
cluded in photographs meant 
to capture the atmosphere of 
Queens.

The renovation project is 
expected to be finished within 
a year. 

The event featured food 
vendors and tents selling 
goods from various business-
es in Queens. Kimchi Smoke 
offered Korean BBQ, while 
Kati Roll Shack brought South 
Asian street food. Bayside 
Lemonade came out with its 
stand to serve fresh squeezed 
juice and like every good out-
door summer event, there was 
a henna tattoo stand by Mes-
merizing Kreativity.

As 4 p.m. rolled around, 

Katz made an appearance on 
the stage to officially kick off 
the SummerStage concert 
event. 

Kid N’ Play were the first 
artists on stage, and per-
formed classics that launched 
them into fame in the late ‘80s. 
Best known for the 1990 film 
“House Party,” the duo was 
familiar to many at the free 
event. The two started in East 
Elmhurst in competing groups 
until they came together to 
perform, moving up the MTV 
ladder of success.

Tristan “Mack” Wilds fol-
lowed the legendary two-man 
group. Mack is known for his 
song writing as well as his 
roles on the HBO series “The 
Wire” and the CW’s “90210.”

R&B singer Ginuwine 
closed the show by playing 
some of his hits in keeping 
with the ‘90s sound which de-
fined Sunday’s SummerStage 
event. 

Funding for the event came 
from Delta Airlines and the 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Improvement Fund, 
among others.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Lawmakers and residents attend a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
Meadow Lake.

Tristan “Mack” Wilds of the HBO series “The Wire” performed at the outdoor SummerStage event in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park along with Kid N’ Play and Ginuwine. Photo by Mark Hallum

Summerfest kicks off
Katz hosts ‘Only in Queens’ concert in Flushing Meadows

Meadow Lake shore
restoration fi nished

Continued onPage 42
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POLICE 

Blotter
ROCHDALE VILLAGE—Police 

were seeking a suspect in a shooting 
that occurred in the early morning 
hours of June 23.

At about 3:20 a.m., police said that 
the suspect fired several shots at two 
19-year-old men inside 163-29 130th 
Ave. Police from the 113th Precinct 
responded to the incident, and the two 
victims were transported to Jamaica 
Hospital and reported as being in sta-
ble condition, according to the NYPD. 
Police have released video and photo-
graphs of the alleged assailant and de-
scribed him as being 16 to 20 years old 
and last seen wearing a dark hooded 
sweater with white designs, as well as 
dark colored pants.

OAKLAND GARDENS — An Oak-
land Gardens man was arraigned in 
federal court last week on suspicion of 
smuggling prohibited wildlife into the 
United States via the Postal Service, 
according to the Eastern District of 
U.S. Attorney’s office. 

A wide variety of endangered tur-
tle species were intercepted by Fish 
and Wildlife Service agents at Ken-
nedy Airport in packages addressed to 
Hsien Lin Hsu and labeled as “snacks” 
by a sender in Hong Kong,  according 
to the criminal complaint filed by the 
U.S. attorney’s office.

A total of 42 turtles were found upon 
inspection of the boxes May 4. The 
protected and prohibited amphibians 
were concealed in bags of noodles and 
small pieces of candy. The U.S. attor-
ney’s office said experts from the Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the American 
Museum of Natural History identified 
the animals as yellow-margined Chi-
nese box turtles, black-breasted leaf 
turtles, Reeves’ turtles, Indian roofed 
turtles, South American river turtles 
and Chinese big-headed turtles. The 
packages were delivered to the ad-
dress listed and Hsu accepted the five 
parcels in a controlled delivery made 

by law enforcement and postal service 
inspector, the complaint said. 

A search warrant was executed on 
Hsu’s Oakland Gardens home May 18 
and an additional 135 live turtles were 
seized, all of which the defendant said 
were shipped from the same individual 
in Hong Kong. According to the U.S. 
Attorney’s office, Herpetology experts 
from the Bronx Zoo and the Wildlife 
Conservation Society identified 24 in-
dividual species of protected turtles in 
the home, the majority of which were 
born in the wild. 

At the time of the search, Hsu coop-
erated with law enforcement agents, 
explaining that he knew of the special 
permit required by the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora to im-
port turtles, and admitted to receiving 
packages from contacts in Hong Kong 
prior to the final bust, the complaint 
said.

Shippers in China had advised him 
to use a fake name on the packages 
so as not to get caught. Hsu, however, 
went with his real name, the complaint 
said. 

— Mark Hallum

Police were seeking a suspect in a Rochdale 
Village shooting, and released video and a 
photo of the individual in question. 

NYPD

Oakland Gdns turtle smuggler busted: Feds

Suspect sought in Rochdale Village shooting

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Christ the King High School is pleased to announce two incoming students have been awarded The 
Ridgewood Seniors Community Corporation Cav. Peter Cardella Memorial Scholarship.

 Incoming freshmen, Isabella Licata and Joseph Tominelli have each been awarded $4,000 scholarships in 
honor of the late Cav. Peter Cardella, founder of the Cav. Peter Cardella Senior Center in Ridgewood. 

Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman of the Christ the King Board of Trustees stated, “One behalf of the Board 
of Trustees and the Administration of Christ the King, we congratulate Ms. Licata and Mr. Tominelli upon 
receiving the The Ridgewood Seniors Community Corporation Cav. Peter Cardella Memorial Scholarship.  We 
extend them a warm welcome to the Christ the King community.”

Steve Giusto, Director of Christ the King Admissions stated, “We are grateful to the Ridgewood Senior 
Community Corp. for their generosity towards these students as well as Christ the King.  We are sure these 
two you adults will live up to the expectations required of this scholarship.”

 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

CK Awards Incoming Students with Memorial Scholarship

Pictured from left: Joseph Ferretti, Chairman, Board of Directors, Ridgewood Seniors’ Community Corp.; Serphin R. Maltese, Chair-
man of CK Board of Trustees; Joseph Tominelli; Isabella Licata; Steve Giusto, Director of Admissions, Christ the King H.S.; Kathleen 
Ferretti, Secretary/Treasurer, Ridgewood Seniors’ Community Corp.; and Peter J. Mannarino, Principal, Christ the King H.S.

An Oakland Gardens man was arraigned in federal court charges of smuggling exotic and 
endangered turtles into the United States. Courtesy of Tennessee Aquarium
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The thousands of newly 
planted trees that are lining our 
streets need to be watered on a 
regular basis during these hot 
summer months. These are all 
young trees with as yet undevel-
oped deep root systems, and they 
cannot pull up large quantities 
of groundwater like older trees, 
which have deeper root systems 
that reach down to that depth.

If the city has planted a tree in 

front of your home, please water 
it at least three times per week, 
by either pouring three to four 
pailfuls of water at its base, or 
by allowing a hose to run enough 
to soak the area where the tree 
is planted, at least three times 
per week. These waterings will 
help the trees through hot, dry 
periods and will help their roots 
to continue to develop and grow 
downward deeper into the soil.

Trees add beauty and seren-
ity to the landscape, as well as 
giving us beneficial shade and 
oxygen, and also preventing soil 
from eroding during rainstorms. 
Please help our newly planted 
trees so they can be around for 
many years to come. Happy 
 Summer!

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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When defiant congressional Democrats sat down 
on the floor of the House last week to demand a vote 
on gun control legislation, the Queens delegation 
had a prominent role in the protest.

The sit-in, led by Rep. John Lewis, the legendary 
civil rights activist from Georgia, had all the hall-
marks of a Sixties call to action aided and abetted by 
21st century social media.

Rep. Joseph Crowley, vice chairman of the Demo-
cratic Caucus and head of the Queens Democratic 
Party, and Rep. Gregory Meeks from Jamaica were 
near Lewis’s side in some photos tweeted out to the 
public.  Rep. Grace Meng was in the background and 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney said from the floor she and her 
colleagues had been pushed to “the breaking point.”

The frustration in the House boiled over two days 
after the Senate failed to pass four bills designed to 
prevent gun violence following the mass shooting at 
the Orlando nightclub, which killed 49 people.  But 
the House never even got the chance to vote.

All 36 members of the New York delegation took 
part in the sit-in. 

Once the sit-in started, a Texas Republican gav-
eled a recess, which under House rules ended C-
SPAN’s coverage of the official session.  But Twit-
ter has been holding regular training sessions with 
elected officials to teach them how to harness the 
power of social media, and many of the House mem-
bers had taken their lessons to heart.

 The Queens reps jumped on their cell phones and 
got their messages out via Twitter, Facebook and Ins-
tagram as some Democratic senators, including New 
York’s Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, joined 
the fray.  In total, about 170 Democratic lawmakers 
from both houses were involved in the raucous pro-
test, where some sang “We Shall Overcome.” 

 The Republicans were outraged that the Demo-
crats had violated the decorum of the House to pro-
mote their own agenda.

 But a revolution is unfolding in the United States, 
where the status quo is being challenged by the pub-
lic and, in the case of the House Democrats, by offi-
cials elected to be part of the system.

 Sensible gun control bills have often disappeared 
into the vapor in Washington and moments of silence 
have been observed too many times after shootings.

 Gun control is personal for Queens. Crime has 
dropped dramatically, but people still are dying on 
our streets. Many victims are nameless, faceless 
youths. We want tougher laws to rein in the violence.

 The Queens delegates sat down and were counted 
for 25 hours. They did us proud and will be back on 
the cause next week.

BATTLING GUNS

Help city trees get through summer
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Th ree Holy Cross Baseball Players Named All-League in 
Diocese of Brooklyn First and Second Teams

Not one, not two, but three Holy Cross baseball players were 
named as 2016 ALL-LEAGUE players for their outstanding per-
formance on the fi eld.

Under the direction of Coach Steve Adams, recent graduate, 
Shawn Harrison, and Class of 2017 seniors, James Minolts, and 
Patrick Morrissey are now a part of the Diocese of Brooklyn-
Queens fi rst and second all-league teams.

COACH’S CORNER SNAPSHOT
Shawn Harrison, Pitcher + Class of 2016
Second Team
Shawn was 3-2 with 31Ks in 33 innings pitched.  He allowed only 
16 hits and one earned run all season to end the year with a .21 
era, which is good for 3rd in the State according to Max Preps.  
Moving forward, Shawn will play college baseball at Illinois 
Central College

James Minolts, Second Base + 2017 Senior
Second Team
James hit .400 for the year (.439 in league games) to lead the team. 
His 26 hits were a team high.  James drove-in 10 runs and scored
11; he walked 14 times for a .530 on-base percentage.  James is 
very solid, defensively, and started in all 18 league games. 

Patrick Morrissey, Pitcher + 2017 Senior
First Team
Patrick went 8-2 while striking out 99 batters in 64 innings.  He 
also only allowed 28 hits all season.  Additionally, Patrick had a 
.886 era and threw a no-hitter with 17Ks earlier this season while 
playing Christ the King in April. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL-DONE!
LET’S GO KNIGHTS!

Leading Young Men into Manhood – Now and Always

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11358
Tel: (718) 886-7250

www.holycrosshs.org

T
his past weekend my 
mother was doing some 
spring cleaning in my 
brother’s bedroom and 

I noticed my old Quran sitting 
on top of the dresser. I was 
pleasantly surprised because 
I thought that it was lost. She 
told me that it was buried in 
the corner of the closet. Even 
though the book is a little 
worn, the pages are intact. 

I immediately felt like I was 
traveling back to my child-
hood. I remember my mother 
sitting down with me and my 
brothers teaching us how to 
pray. I remember her sitting 
with me and making me recite 
each letter of the alphabet: Alif, 

Baa, Taa, Thaa, etc. I remem-
ber my father sitting down 
with me and my brothers and 
making us read English trans-
lations of the Quran because 
he wanted us to understand 
the real meaning of the vari-
ous passages. I remember sit-
ting on the prayer rug with my 
grandmother when she would 
visit and reading the Quran 
with her. I remember going to 
Quranic school with my broth-
ers at the 96th Street mosque 
in Manhattan.

Over the years, I’ve read 
the Quran here and there but 
not as regularly as when I was 
a child. This Ramadan I told 
myself that it was time for me 
to start reading again. To this 
day, I am still able to read the 
Quran perfectly in Arabic and 
what strikes me is how relaxed 
and at peace I feel whenever I 
read it. The Quran talks about 
peace, respect, family, good 
deeds and love and compas-
sion for all human beings. The 
Quran requires Muslims to 

treat all people well, whether 
they are Muslim or not, and to 
protect the needy and the in-
nocent. 

The word “Islam” itself is 
derived from an Arabic word 
that means “peace.” So when 
I listen to the way that Islam 
and the Muslim community 
are portrayed in the media, 
in society and in everyday life 
and I compare that with my 
experience of this religion, 
which has had such a funda-
mental and positive role in my 
upbringing, I feel sad. 

When news first broke of 
the tragic shooting in Orlando 
that claimed 49 lives and in-
jured 53 others at the Pulse 
Nightclub, a safe haven for 
LGBT individuals, people were 
very quick to come after Islam 
and the Muslim community 
because the shooter was Mus-
lim. The Islamophobia that 
was immediately on display in 
the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 
2001 attacks showed itself very 
clearly. Suddenly, the conver-

sation became about how Is-
lam promotes violence. 

Even though there have 
been terrorist acts committed 
by individuals in the name of 
Christianity (I sincerely hope 
you have not all forgotten 
about Anders Behring Breivik, 
the Norwegian far-right ter-
rorist who was behind the 2011 
Norway terrorist attacks) and 
even though 41 people were 
killed and more than 230 hurt 
in a terrorist attack at Istan-
bul’s Ataturk airport  Tuesday 
in a Muslim-majority country 
a week before the Eid holiday 
that marks the end of Rama-
dan, according to the BBC, 
“terrorist” continues to be a 
term that is only reserved for 
Muslims. The same way that 
we are able to make a distinc-
tion between a terrorist who 
kills in the name of Christian-
ity and everyday Christians 
who do not condone violence, 
we should be able to make that 
distinction between the terror-
ists who claim to be killing in 

the name of Islam and every-
day Muslims.

What’s really strange to me 
is that all of this is happening 
during Ramadan. Muslims 
spend an entire month fast-
ing from sunrise to sunset. 
It’s deeper than starvation. It’s 
about motivation, will power, 
discipline, commitment, being 
appreciative of and grateful 
for everything that you have 
and considering those who are 
less fortunate. What’s ironic to 
me is the image of the Muslim 
individual as intolerant, yet it 
has done the opposite for me: I 
have respect for all religions 
as well as for those who do not 
believe in God or have any re-
ligion and I am an LGBT ally. 

I will never understand 
how a religion that has done 
nothing but good for me could 
be associated with terrorism. 
But I hope that if you are read-
ing this, you will make an ef-
fort to understand what Islam 
is about. Please, let’s rise above 
the ignorance and the hate.

Honoring the real meaning of Ramadan
Madina 
Toure

■

Guest 
Column

COLUMNS
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W
hat is it like to have 
two teenage boys 
you never met before 
move in and stay for 

the whole school year?
Funny you should ask, as 

the two boys we’ve had living 
with us for the past 10 months 
are leaving today. I am hoping 
the goodbye will not be as hard 
as I worry it will be. 

The young men were our 
exchange students, one from 
Germany, one from China. Or, 
as I liked to say: If your coun-
try has been at war with Amer-
ica—or may be some day—our 
home is your home!

Why? Well, two years ago, 
when our older son was head-
ing off to college, I jokingly-not-
jokingly told my husband that 
we should replace him with 
another kid about his age. 

Then I started Googling 
around and found out that the 
American Field Service, the 
same exchange student pro-
gram that was around when I 
was growing up, is still going 

strong. In fact, AFS has been 
around for more than 70 years, 
sending kids to and from more 
than 40 countries. Back in my 
day, four international kids at-
tended my high school and it 
was like they were from Planet 
Maturity. Simply by braving 
life in a foreign country, they 
were so much more sophisti-
cated (read: cool) than the rest 
of us. 

So I called the AFS New 
York office, and immediately 
an outreach coordinator was 
telling me how much I’d love 
being a host. It is a volunteer 
position. All we really needed 
to qualify was an empty bed 
and a desk. Bingo!

Since it was already late 
in the application process, 
we had just two kids for us to 
choose from: a “German boy 
who loves movies” or an “Ital-
ian boy who loves basketball. 

“Get the Italian,” said my 
husband. 

Thus did Giovanni come to 
live with us for a year. 

He moved right into our old-
er son’s now-empty bedroom, 
and went right off to public 
high school with our younger 
son. They were both juniors. 
They were both everything: 
They both played basketball, 
watched basketball, talked 
basketball… But they also ex-
plored the city—my son said 

he’d never seen half as many 
neighborhoods as he did once 
Gio arrived—and cracked up 
at in-jokes and remained Snap-
Chat friends when Gio went 
home last June.

But once your AFS kid 
leaves, you’re back at the 
square one, if you don’t like 
being lonely. (Did I mention I 
work from home? Just me and 
my computer.) So this year we 
decided to plunge in again and 
chose Eric from China, and 
Matteo from Germany. Why 
two?

Why not?
The exchange kids shared a 

room and dinners were lively. 
Did you know that in China 
13 is bad luck, but so is 14—so 
some Chinese buildings have 
three 12th floors? Or how about 
this German fact: Instead of 
“Happy Birthday” when the 
cake comes out, they blast 
some obscure ’80s American 
pop song. Our German kid was 
shocked to find this was not 
the practice in America when 
we celebrated my husband’s 
birthday. Meantime, the boys 
made him a cake and wrote 
“Happy Birthday” in Chinese 
characters along with, “Alles 
Gute zum Geburtstag.” That’s 
a lot to write in blue icing.

But of course, there were 
some downsides, starting with 
the fact that neither of the boys 

loved my cooking, except for 
barbecue chicken.

So I made a lot of chicken. 
I also bought truckloads of 
Chips Ahoy. There was also 
extra laundry, of course. And 
at school, one of them slacked 
off and we had to deal with the 
teachers and the principal and 
a bit of hooky. But the upside?

Hearing German and 
Chinese music around the 
apartment. Talking to them 
about everything from Don-
ald Trump to Chairman Mao. 
Listening to the changes in 
their vocabulary, from “We 
are seldom winning the game” 
to “Our team sucks.” Feeling 
a swell of pride as they got 
to know the city, deal with 
the subway, discover “South 
Park” and grow—literally. Yes 
they are going home skinny, 
but taller.

Just a few days ago I got up 

very early and was sitting in 
our living room at 5 a.m. when 
the front door opened and our 
German student walked in. 
He had been unable to sleep as 
thoughts swirled about going 
home, and how changed he felt. 
So he had taken a long walk 
through our Queens neighbor-
hood, which is now his Queens 
neighborhood.

By tomorrow, he will be 
back home with his real par-
ents. But for a year, he was 
our boy—they both were—
in homesickness and health, 
school work and skateboard-
ing, and the daily doings that 
turn a stranger into a son. 

I hope I can hold it together 
when we say goodbye.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids. 

COLUMNS

T
he Libertarian Party 
seems to be in a much 
stronger political posi-
tion nationally in regard 

to the presidential race than it 
has been in past years. Recent 
polls show them with 10 per-
cent of the presidential vote.

They should do much bet-
ter this time than in past 
presidential elections. Their 
slate consists of two former 
Republican governors: Gary 
Johnson, former governor of 

New Mexico as the Libertar-
ian candidate for president, 
and William Weld, former gov-
ernor of Massachusetts as the 
vice presidential candidate.

Both of them have been 
considered liberal Republi-
cans. They believe in less gov-
ernment. During the recent 
Libertarian Town Hall Meet-
ing, both candidates indicated 
their support for lower taxes 
and less government spend-
ing.

Both Johnson and Weld 
had good things to say about 
Hillary Clinton and were very 
critical of Donald Trump.

If they get 15 percent of the 
vote in national polls, they will 
be eligible to participate in 
presidential debates. As John-
son pointed out, to get that 15 

percent they need to get listed 
in the polls which up until now 
have not included them. Only 
Trump and Clinton have been 
listed in the national polls. 
How a strong campaign waged 
by the Libertarian Party will 
affect the national presiden-
tial race remains to be seen.

Johnson favors getting 
the federal government out of 
public education. He wants to 
raise the retirement age on So-
cial Security.

Both Libertarian candi-
dates oppose Donald Trump’s 
immigration policies. They 
are opposed to the building of 
a wall that would separate our 
southwest border from Mex-
ico. They are opposed to forc-
ing the estimated 11 million il-
legal immigrants to leave our 

country.
The issue of drugs being 

legalized was raised. The two 
candidates favor legalizing 
marijuana. In regard to other 
drugs, they feel that could 
be treated as a medical issue 
rather than a criminal offense 
to have or use drugs other 
than marijuana. Pertaining to 
our military, they want to stay 
out of foreign wars as much 
as possible. They would be op-
posed to most military efforts 
overseas.

Third party campaigns do 
have an effect on elections, es-
pecially presidential elections. 
One example of this was in 
1912 when Theodore Roosevelt 
ran as a third party candidate, 
helping to defeat President 
William Howard Taft and elect 

Woodrow Wilson.
Many political observers 

are saying that this year’s 
presidential race is proving to 
be the most unusual and inter-
esting that they have ever seen. 
I would add that this is one of 
the most important presiden-
tial races that we have had in 
a long time.

We can say from this stand-
point that the positions of both 
candidates in both political 
parties have been so extreme-
ly different.

This year the presidential 
race will be one of the hard-
est fought races that we have 
seen. There seems to be much 
more interest in this year’s 
presidential race than in re-
cent years.

Libertarians could play a big role this November

Turning strangers into part of the family
Back in my day, four international kids 
attended my high school and it was like 

they were from Planet Maturity. Simply by 
braving life in a foreign country, 

they were so much more sophisticated 
(read: cool) than the rest of us. 

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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amazing
things 
are happening 
in queens.

New York Hospital Queens is now 
NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens.

To find a physician, call 718-670-2000 or visit nyp.org/queens.
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

In a staging areas off the parade route, this young man gets 
fitted for an Inca-inspired head dress before the festivities.  

Peruvian pride takes to Queens streets 

Ready for the parade to begin on 37th Avenue in Jackson 
Heights.

Helmets, puffy sleeves and glitter are very much in style 
for these club dancers.

The third annual Peruvian Festival Parade is a mix of tradition-
al costumes and modern beauty queens, like the women on 
this float, sponsored by U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley.

Photos by Michael Shain
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BY YANNIC RACK

A boon for New York’s side-
walks or a kick to the curb for 
its newspaper boxes?

In an effort to clean up 
public sidewalks, the City 
Council is pushing for tighter 
rules governing the roughly 
10,000 newspaper boxes spread 
across the five boroughs. But 
the proposed legislation is fac-
ing heavy pushback from pub-
lishers, who say the measures 
are an unnecessary burden 
and will cause a dent in their 
distribution.

A set of five bills, intro-
duced by various Council 
members last week, aims to es-
tablish stricter requirements 
about how often newspaper 
distribution boxes have to be 
stocked, cleaned of graffiti and 
have garbage removed, as well 
as where they can be placed.

“It’s an issue familiar to 
many New Yorkers of news-
racks sitting empty and filled 
with garbage,” said Ydanis 
Rodriguez (D-Manhattan), 

chairman of the Council’s 
Transportation Committee, 
which heard testimony on the 
proposal from city officials 
and the newspaper industry 
June 23.

“These bills are about en-
suring that the dispensaries 
for these papers are clean, 
regularly filled and attractive 

to passers-by,” he added.
The city’s Department of 

Transportation, which over-
sees and maintains public 
sidewalks, backs the legisla-
tion and the bills also enjoy 
support from some business 
improvement districts, includ-
ing the Times Square Alliance 
and the Garment District Alli-

ance.
The proposed rules would 

require newsracks—both sin-
gle boxes and modular racks 
that contain multiple publica-
tions—to be registered with 
the city and their owners to 
provide certain information, 
including delivery schedules 
and insurance certificates, 

annually.
The legislation would also 

establish additional standards 
regarding maintenance and 
placement, including tighter 
deadlines by which empty 
or cluttered boxes have to be 
cleaned and restocked, and a 
ban on any boxes in the vicini-
ty of taxi stands. Current laws 
already mandate other place-
ment restrictions.

Under the bills, owners 
of modular racks would also 
have to submit a plan to the 
city for approval and give lo-
cal community boards an op-
portunity for comment. Single 
boxes would be banned from 
blocks that already contain a 
modular rack.

“Taken together, [these 
bills] will strengthen clean-
ing and maintenance require-
ments,” said Vincent Manis-
calco, the DOT’s assistant 
commissioner for Highway 
Inspection and Quality Assur-
ance.

“What we are looking for is 

Jennifer Goodstein, CEO of Community News Group, owner of TimesLedger Newspapers and more than a doz-
en other papers in the city, testifies before the City Council to keep newspaper boxes on the street.  

Courtesy of City Council/William Alatriste

City Council wants tighter rules for news boxes
Publishers push back, favoring stronger enforcement over an increase in regulations

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

“LET’S MAKE A DEAL”
FOR THE FAIREST PRICES ON LONG ISLAND

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

Closed Sunday July 3rd & Monday July 4th

Continued on Page 31
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

St. John’s Episcopal Hospital in Far 
Rockaway will receive more than $10 
million in funding to help improve its 
health care delivery, according to state 
Sen. James Sanders (D-South Ozone 
Park).

“St. John’s is the only hospital in my 
district, and indeed, all of Rockaway,” 
Sanders said in a statement announc-
ing the allocation. “Having reliable 
health care services is literally a mat-
ter of life and death. This funding will 
go a long way in ensuring St. John’s is 
better prepared to meet our increas-
ingly high demands.”

The funding comes from $672.9 
million in grants for New York to help 
improve health care services through-
out the city. Awards were announced 
March 4, but needed approval from 
state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli’s of-
fice. Sanders learned this past week 
that the grant to St. John’s received the 
okay from DiNapoli.

After Peninsula Hospital filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2011 and 
closed in April 2012, St. John’s, which 
is at 327 Beach 19th St., was the only 
remaining hospital facility servicing 
the more than 130,000 year-round resi-
dents on the Rockaway peninsula. St. 
John’s operates with about 240 beds, 

more than 400 physicians and 1,500 
employees, according to the hospital’s 
site.

The $10.15 million is being appro-
priated through the Capital Restruc-
turing Financing Program and the Es-
sential Health Care Provider Support 
System. 

BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan (D-Long Island City) announced 
her re-election candidacy at Dazie’s 
Restaurant in Sunnyside Monday. She 
has been a member of the state Legis-
lature ever since her ground-breaking 
win in 1984 as one of the youngest 
women ever elected in New York.

Nolan has chaired a number of leg-
islative committees and was the first 
woman to head the Labor Committee. 
She has sponsored important legisla-
tion on worker rights, worker safety, 
bank development districts and indus-
trial business zones.

Most recently, she was the lead As-
sembly sponsor on the bill to finally 
bring paid family leave to New York 
State.

“Passing paid family leave in the 
Assembly for many years helped set 
the stage for its inclusion in the 2016 
state budget,” she said.

Representing Ridgewood, Sunny-
side, Long Island City and parts of Mas-
peth and Astoria, Nolan appears to be 
running unopposed in the Democratic 
primary on Sept. 13. No other candi-
date has publicly announced, although 
the filing deadline in two weeks away.

“I love our neighborhoods. Its 
schools, its parks, our seniors, our 

young people and out strong commu-
nity values of tolerance and diversity,” 
Nolan said. “It has been an honor and a 
privilege to represent western Queens 
in the Assembly.”

Best known for her current lead-
ership of the state Assembly Educa-
tion Committee, Nolan has conducted 
hearings, roundtables, committee 
meetings and school visits that focus 
on children, teachers, school leaders 
and parents. The committee, one of the 
largest in the Legislature, handles the 
budgets for the education of millions of 
children pre-k through 12.

St. John's Episcopal Hospital will receive 
more than $10 million in state funding to 
improve its health care, state Sen. James 
Sanders said.

Nolan announces run

St. John’s gets fundsDo you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

CATHERINE NOLALN
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

For the residents on 53rd 
Avenue between 103rd and 
108th streets in Corona, the 
past decade has been a night-
mare. 

Unlicensed mechanics have 
taken over the area by parking 
anywhere from 15 to 23 cars 
along the five-block stretch, 
forcing the tax-paying resi-
dents to look elsewhere to find 
a spot to park their vehicles. 

For Gerald Burroughs, a 
former veteran who is dis-
abled, this has become about 
more than a lack of a place to 
park his wheels.  It’s a quality-
of-life issue that has left him 
furious.

“All these [cars] right here, 
especially in front of my door 
and the work by the fire hy-
drant is ridiculous. They don’t 
live here,” Burroughs said 
recently. “They have cars on 
both sides of the street.”

From 8 a.m. to sometimes 
as late as 1 a.m. the following 
morning three mechanics are 
fixing cars, playing loud music 
while drinking and hitting on 
the young women in the area. 

“The lady right here... at 
103, she has never sat outside 
her stoop for three years...the 
women at 104 are afraid to 
come out of their house,” Bur-
roughs said.

In the middle of talking 
to a reporter, he spotted his 
neighbor, Erica Cuzko, 21, side 
by side with her mother, and 
called her over from the en-
trance of the apartment build-
ing that he lives in.

The self-appointed mechan-
ics have been here “for about 
10 years... and they take up 
all the space and don’t park 
normally.  There would be two 
cars in one space,” Cuzko said. 
“As soon as the super comes 
out, they already have more 
than five cars and he is ready 
to park them all where we 
would park our cars.”

Burroughs is also con-
cerned about his health. 
While serving 14 years in the 
Navy, Burroughs injured both 
his back and neck twice, and 
sometimes walks with a knee 
brace. Although he admitted 
to being a former smoker, he 
believes the fumes from the 
cars that the mechanics work 

on have worsened his asthma 
and emphysema to the point 
that he has been hospitalized 
several times.

For Jose Rosado, Bur-
rough’s next-door neighbor, 
his problems are financial be-
cause of the mess the mechan-
ics leave behind. 

He said he sees “license 
plates from Texas, Pennsyl-
vania, Michigan, North Caro-
lina and Illinois” all the time 
and when the mechanics fin-
ish working “they leave soda 

and beer cans...and used anti-
freeze bottles by the stairs” of 
his brownstone apartment. I 
receive tickets for $100 to $200 
[from Environmental Control 
via the Sanitation Depart-
ment], with the most expen-
sive being $300 sometimes,” 
adds Rosado. 

He said 311 does nothing to 
stop the practice.

“They don’t care about the 
$25 to $35 tickets [from the po-
lice] — they are making $3,000 
to $5,000” per car, Burroughs 

said.
On June 14, residents ad-

dressed the issue with Com-
munity Board 4 for the first 
time after little success with 
area lawmakers. The board is 
located two blocks away from 
where the unlicensed mechan-
ics work, and CB 4 District 
Manager Christian Cassagnol 
made the issue his top prior-
ity.  He has said he will reach 
out to the necessary represen-
tatives to resolve the problem 
since the complaint is beyond 
the board’s advisory role. 

 But some members of the 
committee believe that the res-
idents’ best solution will be to 
hire a private tow truck com-
pany to get rid of the vehicles. 

 A community affairs repre-
sentative at the 110th Precinct, 
which covers Corona, said: 
“The Highway Safety Unit can 
only get the tow trucks every 
two weeks overnight.” 

She added, “When it comes 
to the tickets, [the police] are 
not responsible for the price.  
It is up to the councilman or 
the assemblyman to draw up 
legislation for that.”

A car in Corona without license plates is an indicator of a growing prob-
lem in the neighborhood with unlicensed mechanics working on the 

Unlicensed mechanics plague Corona

Borough of Manhattan Community College 
Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

Get a FREE college education at BMCC.
Graduate with an associate degree through the Accelerated Study in Associate  

Programs (ASAP). Eligible students can choose from more than 40 degree programs. 
Call (212) 220-1397 or visit www.bmcc.cuny.edu/asap.

www.bmcc.cuny.edu/asap
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BY MADINA TOURE

In the area surrounding the 
Flushing-Main Street station, 
downtown Flushing’s main 
transportation hub, Hispanic, 
Chinese, Korean, Taiwanese, 
European, African-American, 
Latin American and South 
Asian individuals can be seen 
bustling about. 

Nearly 60 percent of Flush-
ing residents are foreign-born, 
according to the 2010 Census. 

As the Flushing Times cel-
ebrates its 25th anniversary, 
the TimesLedger is looking 
back at how Flushing has be-
come the melting pot that it is 
today.  

It all started in 1645, when 
the Dutch founded Flushing. 
English Quakers followed a 
few years later and Dutch Gov. 
Peter Stuyvesant oppressed 
them because of their reli-
gion.

Flushing residents pro-
tested and signed a religious 
document, the Flushing Re-
monstrance, in 1657. That 
document is recognized as a 
precursor of religious freedom 
in the United States. 

“If you think through the 
consequences of the initial 
protest movement called the 
Flushing Remonstrance, it 
spawned Quakers becoming 
this very powerful force in 
Flushing and New York,” John 
Choe, executive director of the 
Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce, said. “Quakers 
taking a leadership role in the 
abolitionist movement, which 
helped free African-American 
slaves, Flushing being part 
of the underground railroad, 
allowing free blacks to settle 
here.”

Between 1790 and 1840, 
roughly 25 percent to 30 per-
cent of Flushing was African 
American, according to Rich-
ard Hourahan, collections 
manager for the Queens His-
torical Society. In 1811, the 
Macedonia AME Church—
which was not AME at the 
time—was established and had 
a continuous  congregation. 

African-Americans were 
very well-respected from 1830 
to 1860, Hourahan said. 

“We learned a lot about the 
African American commu-
nity in Queens in the newspa-
per...  they had sales agents in 
Queens and they had a sales 
agent here in Flushing and 
they would regularly report on 

what was going on in Queens 
and what was going on Flush-
ing,” he said.

Despite the belief that the 
Irish began arriving dur-
ing the 1840s potato famine, 

Hourahan said the Irish start-
ed coming to  the area in the 
1820s, attracted by the oppor-
tunity to work on a farm back 
when Queens was very rural.

From 1850 to 1920, the Ger-

man population was huge 
in Flushing, bigger than the 
Irish and Italian communi-
ties. The arrival of the Ital-
ians, who were seeking more 
labor opportunities, was a late 

19th century and early 20th 
century phenomenon. 

Koreans started coming to 
Flushing in the 1960s. Choe 
said professionals such as doc-

The Flushing Times, established in 1992, is celebrating its 25th anniversary. 

Diverse groups form modern Flushing
Northeast Queens newspaper Flushing Times celebrates 25 years serving the neighborhood

Continued on Page 22
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FLUSHING ANNIVERSARY

•  Friday Evening Sabbath Services: 7pm
•  Saturday Morning Torah Study: 10:30am
•  Sunday Religious School Program:
    Families With Children Under 10 – 1/2 Off Membership
•  Social Hall Rentals
•  Beth Moses Cemetery Plots For Sale Below Market Price
•  High Holiday Services: No Tickets Required: Don’t Pay To Pray
•  100th Year Anniversary Celebration
•  Proud Member Of The Union For Reform Judaism

www.FreeSynagogueFlushing.org                      718-961-0030

Ed Schauder 
President

Alan J. Brava 
Executive Director

“A House of Prayer For All People”
The Free Synagogue of Flushing

Welcomes you to join us
Cantor Judi Rowland has worn 

many professional hats in her 
long and satisfying career.  She 
graduated from HUC-JIR, School 
of Sacred Music in 1981, at the time 
one of only 11 women graduates,  
and went on to serve congregations 
in Forest Hills, Oceanside Long 
Island, Spring Valley, New York, 
Baltimore MD and Temple Shaaray 
Tefi la in Manhattan. She will be 
serving as clergy for the Summer 
through the High Holiday season.Cantor Judi RowlandCantor Judi Rowland

Enjoy Your Independence Day!

Happy 25th Anniversary 
Flushing Times!

Congressman Joe Crowley  14th Congressional District 
Paid for by Crowley for Congress

www.cbwchc.org

We have expanded to a new facility near you! We are a nonprofit and federally 
qualified community health center established in 1971. We are dedicated to 
providing high-quality and comprehensive primary health care for you and your 
family—regardless of your ability to pay. We accept most major health insurance. 

Quality Health Care Closer to Home

Charles B. Wang 
Community Health Center 

137-43 45th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11355
(929) 362-3006

Need health insurance? We can help.
(212) 226-8339 (Manhattan) 
(718) 886-7355 (Queens) 

Services: 
Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, GYN,

Social Work Services, Health Education
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FLUSHING ANNIVERSARY

tors and lawyers went into the 
small business field because 
it was easier to start a restau-
rant or grocery store in New 
York. There were also many 
garment industry shops in 
Midtown Manhattan run by 
Koreans, with the LIRR stop-
ping in Midtown. 

Korean businesses slowly 
made their way up Northern 
Boulevard, migrating into 
suburban areas like Bayside 
and eventually Long Island 
along with Korean residents, 

he said.
“As the Korean popula-

tion began to go into the sub-
urbs, many of the businesses 
started to go along Northern 
Boulevard into Manhattan,” 
he said. 

In the 1970s, Chinese immi-
gration kicked off, largely the 
result of political problems in 
Taiwan.

Many people with resourc-
es moved out of Taiwan and 
resettled in Flushing. In the 
late 1980s and the early 1990s, 
there was concern about the 
reunification of Hong Kong 
with China.

“In the most recent years, 

the Chinese immigration has 
continued and a large part of 
it is from poor people in north-
ern industrial China,” Houra-
han said.

Ecuadorian native Paola 
Viteri, 37, who is working on 
a master’s degree in history at 
American Public University, 
has lived in Flushing with her 
husband since 2008. 

She said that in the 1960s, 
when immigration laws were 
more welcoming, people from 
Latin American countries 
such as Colombia, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Nicara-
gua and Mexico were seeking 
job opportunities. Ecuador 
started having economic prob-
lems in the 1990s.

“We lost our own coins and 
we had to adapt to use the dol-
lar,” Viteri said. “A lot of peo-
ple, they lost their jobs, they 
lost their savings. They found 
themselves desperate so they 
had to immigrate to the United 
States, leaving family, leaving 
children.”

Although there were Ec-
uadorians and Colombians 
in Flushing in the 1990s and 
2000s, that presence has since 
dwindled as Latin Ameri-
cans migrated to neighbor-
hoods where they had a 
stronger presence, such as Co-
rona, Elmhurst and Jackson 

Heights. 
Although she described 

Flushing as a peaceful neigh-
borhood and a good place to 
raise a family, she said based 
on personal experience, the 
Latin American and Asian 
communities do not interact 
as much.

“It could be maybe because 
of the language differences,” 
she said. “I think also the 
cultural experiences of each 
community is a fact that there 
is not a connection (between 
them).” 

But Choe said the fastest 
growing market for Korean 
music, movies and animation 
is in Latin America. 

“My grandfather and my 
uncles all lived in Latin Amer-
ica,” he said. “I visited them 
for a year or two in Bolivia 
and so everyone on my father’s 
side speaks fluent Spanish and 
really understands Latin cul-
ture and when you visit Latin 
America, you see Koreans. 
They seem more outgoing and 
more Latino than some of the 
people here.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 20 

Flushing

The Flushing Long Island Rail Road station, back in 1930, when it was 
brand new.

Flushing High School in the 1930s.

Congratulations to the 

Flushing Times 
on its 25th Anniversary and wish everyone 

a Happy Fourth of July!  

Assemblyman Ron Kim
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Best Wishes for a  
Happy and Safe  
Fourth of July!

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

PETER KOO

District 20 – NYC Council Member
 

Happy Independence Day 
and Happy 25th Anniversary to the Flushing Times! 

Thank you for being a tremendous resource 
for our community.

 
135-27 38 Ave., Suite 388 • Flushing, NY 11354

phone: 718-888-8747

Paid for by Peter Koo 2017
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Summer hits its stride at Only in Queens

Munira Ahmed soaks up the free concert.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

Christopher Martin is Play of the pioneering hip hop act from Queens, 
Kid 'n Play, who opened the show at Only in Queens Festival in Flushing 
Meadows Park.   Photo by Michael Shain 

It's show time! Photo by Michael Shain 

The New York State Pavilion was turned into a roller rink—and here are the old, rescued skates to prove it—
for a while after the 1964 World’s Fair closed.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The New York State Pavilion opened to visitors in a rare moment at the 
Only in Queens Festival in Flushing Meadows Park. Borough President 
Melinda Katz conducted the first tour of the day.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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LATE

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Workers at a Jamaica car wash won 
a settlement against the owner after 
claiming he had paid them below the 
minimum wage and withheld over-
time pay.

A.J.A. Car Wash Inc., Merrick Mag-
ic Enterprises, Inc. and owner Jasbir 
Obhan agreed to a $130,000 settlement 
in the wage theft case, which was first 
filed in Brooklyn federal court in July 
2015. The settlement was announced 
June 24. 

The “carwasheros,” as they are 
called, claimed that they were paid as 
little as $5 to $7 an hour and at times 
would work more than 70 hours a week 
without overtime pay.

“The owner never paid us over-
time or minimum wage and he tried 
to intimidate us when we fought back,” 
said Andres Pu, who worked at A.J.A. 
Car Wash Inc. for more than 10 years. 
“Most of all, I hope this is a message to 
other carwasheros to continue fight-
ing for their rights.”

The workers said that weeks after 
they filed the suit, Obhan gathered em-
ployees to offer them money to drop the 
suit, but the workers refused. Make the 

Road New York, an immigrant advo-
cacy organization, and the law firm of 
Cohen, Weiss and Simon represented 
six workers in the suit.

The settlement follows the passage 
of the Car Wash Accountability Act, 
which was signed into law in June 
2015. 

The legislation mandates that car 
washes be properly licensed and carry 
indemnity bonds that could be used to 
collect judgments from the business in 
the event of a wage theft or hour viola-
tion judgment.

Car wash workers settle suit 
brought against former boss

Free Citizen Workshops

Please Bring With You
- Current & Expired Passports 
- Permanent Resident Card 
- List of last 5 years of Residential History 
- List of last 5 years of Employment History 
- Picture I.D.

Location: 
The Boys & Girls Club of Metro Queens 
110-04 Atlantic Avenue 

*PLEASE CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT

Free Food

Free Drinks

Giveaways

Tuesday July 12th & 19th at 6:30pm
Saturday July 16th at 12pm
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CONGRESSMAN
GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District – New York

– Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks –

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 725-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Office
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (347) 230-4032

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Have a Happy and Safe
Independence Day

CONGRESSMAN

GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Have a Happy and Safe 
Independence Day!

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 752-6000

Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5pm

Rockaway District Office
1931 Mott Avenue, Room 305

Far Rockaway, NY 11691
(718) 327-9791

Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5pm

Six of the plaintiffs in the case against A.J.A. 
Car Wash Inc. celebrate their $130,000 set-
tlement. The workers accused the car wash 
owner of wage and hour violations. 

Courtesy of Make the Road New York
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/01/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/01/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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W hether retirement is on the ho-
rizon or has already begun, 
more free time equates to an in-

creased opportunity to fi ll your days 
with enjoyable activities.

Those facing busy schedules are of-
ten forced to push hobbies to the side-
lines, as more pressing things, such as 
a job, household responsibilities, and 
parenting tasks, are accomplished. 
Once retirement arrives, a newfound 
freedom in your schedule may occur, 
and there can be plenty of hours to de-
vote to the hobbies and pastimes you 
fi nd enjoyable.

According to research, hobbies can 
have many benefi ts. They may serve as 
an emotional outlet or a way to relax. 

Hobbies can keep the mind and hands 
active. They also allow for quiet time 
and mind wandering — which can free 
up creative thinking. Hobbies can also 
serve as a means to connecting with 
people and opening up new groups of 
friends.

There are many hobbies you can 
consider, depending on physical health 
and abilities. These may be hobbies 
you once enjoyed in the past or new ac-
tivities to expand your horizons. And 
hobbies need not be crafty in the tradi-
tional sense, just about any activity — 
even being a mentor — can be a form 
of a hobby.

Starting a hobby

When deciding on a hobby, you can 
fi rst take an inventory of your skills 
and interests. If you have always been 
handy around wood and construction, 
perhaps a woodworking hobby will 
be enjoyable and also may work as a 
source of income revenue.

Other activities that require the 
use of the hands and mind include 
knitting, needlepoint, painting, puz-
zles, quilting, scrapbooking, and cro-
cheting. These can keep the mind ac-
tive and improve dexterity and fi ne 
motor skills. 

Next, you may want to consider the 
costs surrounding a hobby. Something 
like taking photos may have rela-
tively low costs, but collectibles, exotic 
sports, sports cars, and travel could 
become expensive. It’s important to 
weigh the costs against your fi nances 
to ensure that you will be fi nancially 
comfortable while engaging in this 
particular hobby.

Explore what your friends are 
doing. If you want to get into a new 
hobby, ask neighbors and friends what 

they do to keep busy — and try it out. 
You just may fi nd that you’re naturally 
inclined to do this type of activity and 
enjoy it.

Visit a local hobby shop or craft 
store and browse through the aisles. 
See where your attention is drawn and 
give that activity a try. From building 
model trains to cultivating an herb 
garden, there are dozens of ideas to 
try.

Other pastimes
A hobby can take the form of volun-

teer work, teaching, mentoring, join-
ing a martial arts class, taking classes 
at a college, and even caring for a pet. 
If you are the type who likes to inter-
act with other people instead of engag-
ing in a solitary hobby, consider one of 
these types of activities instead.

Once a hobby is started, it is not set 
in stone. If you fi nd you do not feel mo-
tivated to do this hobby, try something 
else. Remember, the days are now 
yours to fi ll, so maximize time spent 
with activities you can enjoy.  

Sewing can be a hobby that seniors do after retirement when they have ample free time.

HOBBIES FOR THE GOLDEN YEARS



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 1–7, 2016 29  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

You found 
shoes in the
freezer

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Quiet Clubbing craze—where party-goers wear headphones so all can hear the 
same music without disrupting the neighborhood—is getting younger. Check out the 
headphones on (l-r) Michael Flowers, Jaden Laing and Amare Myers at the quiet event at 
Highland Park in Ridgewood. Photo by Steve Vazquez

Resorts World Casino has made a $5,000 matching donation to the OneOrlando Fund, which 
was created to help serve the needs of the Orlando community in the wake of the Pulse 
Nightclub tragedy.  Courtesy of Resorts World

Who's the runway model at the Jamaica 
BID's fashion show? Yvonne Reddick, 
Jamaica activist and district manager of 
Community Board 12. Photo by Nat Valentine

Jamaica Just My Style is the annual show-
case for local merchants staged by the 
Jamaica BID in, where else? Jamaica Center.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

The borough's most exclusive club—318 members of Queens’ 14 community boards—are 
sworn in for a new term by Borough President Melinda Katz at the NY Hall of Science.  

Courtesy of Borough President's office

Plans for a new "green" playground at JHS 185 in Flushing are out this week—featuring 
a design by the students of the school.  It is part of The Trust for Public Land’s partner-
ship with the NYC Departments of Environmental Protection and Education.  

Courtesy of Trust for Public Land



for President Reagan’s press 
secretary Jim Brady, who 
was paralyzed in the assas-
sination attempt on the presi-
dent. That law provides for 
background checks for most 
handgun purposes and has 
stopped thousands of danger-
ous individuals from buying 
firearms.

Since then, Maloney has 
pushed several key bills to 
crack down on gun violence 
by making gun trafficking il-
legal, allowing federal public 
health agencies to conduct 
research into gun safety, clos-
ing the gun show loophole and 
supporting innovative “smart 
gun” technology. She also co-
sponsored legislation to re-
quire universal background 
checks, limit the number 
of rounds within magazine 
clips, and renew the expired 
assault weapons ban.

“Instead of listening to our 
calls—and the calls of mil-
lions of Americans—Republi-
cans voted in the dark of the 
night to adjourn the House 
without taking a vote on gun 
legislation,” U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “We owe it to the victims 
in Orlando, and across the 

country, to take a stand and 
hold a vote. To those adding 
their voice to our fight: we 
hear you loud and clear!”

On average, 32,000 deaths 
and 76,000 injuries were at-
tributed to guns each year, 
yet since the 1990s political 
pressure has frozen health 
research on this national 
epidemic. Even the author 
of the original research ban, 
former Arkansas GOP Rep. 
Jay Dickey, regrets the out-
come and President Obama’s 
administration has laid out a 
research plan.

“House Democrats’ his-
toric 26 hour sit-in showed the 
unrelenting commitment of 
House Democrats to strength-
en our nation’s gun violence 
prevention laws and make 
America safer,” U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
said. “Now, we’re taking to 
neighborhoods and streets 
across the United States to 
continue the fight and galva-
nize the overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans who sup-
port expanding background 
checks and preventing terror-
ists on the “No-Fly” list from 
getting a gun. Eventually, we 
will win this fight—in honor 
of the victims of gun vio-
lence, their families and their 
friends.”

Maloney, who defeated 

challenger Peter Lindner in 
the Democratic Congressio-
nal primary Tuesday with 89 
percent of the vote, kept the 
pressure on this week. She 
held a sit-in at Manhattan’s 
Carl Schurz Park Wednesday 
morning while Crowley held 
a roundtable on gun violence 
prevention in his Jackson 
Heights offices.

Even though the House is 
in recess, U.S. Rep. Steve Is-
rael (D-Melville, L.I.) took to 
the floor Tuesday to demand 
that Speaker Paul Ryan hold a 
vote on legislation to address 
gun violence.

“We’re going to continue 
to use every tool that we have 
whether it’s on the floor of the 
House of Representatives in 
Washington or in town meet-
ings or sit-ins in community 
facilities throughout Ameri-
ca to make this point that we 
deserve a vote,” Israel said. 
“That’s not we Democrats, but 
the American people who de-
serve a vote and expect their 
Congress to keep them safe.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

better compliance,” he added. 
“We want to work with the in-
dustry.”

But publishers contend 
that most of them are already 
diligent about maintaining 
their boxes and say that the ad-
ditional restrictions would be 
punishing to an industry that 
is struggling to provide vital 
news to the neighborhoods it 
serves.

“We aren’t the ones fill-
ing our racks with garbage or 
painting them with graffiti,” 
said Michelle Rea, executive 
director of the New York Press 
Association, pointing out that 
current regulations are al-
ready so onerous that the num-
ber of boxes registered in the 
city has declined 25 percent 
from three years ago.

“More regulations aren’t 
the answer. Enforcing the cur-
rent regulations is a better so-
lution,” she said.

Jennifer Goodstein, chief 
executive officer of NYC Com-
munity Media, publisher of 
the TimesLedger Newspapers, 
said, “Without the ability to 
walk down the street and find 
a local paper in a newsrack, 
the very citizens who need to 
read our coverage will not be 

able to find it.” 
She pointed out that news-

racks have an important role 
in the city. 

 “They play a very impor-
tant role in branding our prod-
uct. We ask that the rules be 
enforced, not expanded, and 
that communication between 
publishers and the Depart-
ment of Transportation be 
improved through the use of 
email or another form of elec-
tronic communication,” Good-
stein continued.

In the last fiscal year, DOT 
issued over 2,200 notices of 
correction for non-compliant 
boxes, but they resulted in 
only around 350 summonses—
prompting Rodriguez, playing 
devil’s advocate, to note how 
low the number was.

“If we rely on those num-
bers, we can say that most are 
not being targeted by DOT 
because they comply,” he sug-
gested to the DOT brass.

If the bills are enacted, DOT 
would still issue notices of vio-
lation to publishers for dirty, 
damaged and empty boxes, but 
the agency would be able to is-
sue fines more quickly if the 
problems are not rectified in 
time.

Gun sit-in Newspapers
Continued from Page 5 Continued from Page 17
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Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “Our 
resolve is only strengthened 
to continue to fight for these 
families, who are American 
in all ways but their immigra-
tion status.”

City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Fererras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst), born and raised in 
Corona, agreed.

“The families in my dis-
trict, in New York City and 

across the country who will 
stay in limbo as a result of 
this decision deserve to live 
without fear of separation and 
with dignity,” she said. “This 
decision only affirms how im-
portant it is for localities like 
New York City to protect im-
migrant communities in the 
face of such a broken federal 
system. I will continue to lift 
my voice and fight for a system 
that values immigrant con-
tributions and keeps families 
together.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) called the 

case of United States v. Texas 
a political lawsuit designed 
to block Obama’s executive 
actions to grant specific, dis-
crete immigration relief for 
millions of families. Twenty-
six Republican governors sued 
to block the deferred programs 
announced in 2014.

“Despite the clear legal-
ity -- and logic -- of this ac-
tion, Texas and other states 
put politics above people and 
turned to the court system as 
a way to continue their anti-
immigrant agenda,” Crowley 
said. “I am disappointed the 

Supreme Court was not able to 
affirm what we all know -- that 
the President’s actions were in 
line with the well established 
legal precedent and the use of 
executive discretion. On yet 
another issue, this lack of a 
decision makes clear how im-
portant it is for Republicans 
to stop their record of obstruc-
tion and confirm a Supreme 
Court justice so that these im-
portant matters can be fairly 
decided.” 

In Nov. 2014, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio came to the heart of Co-
rona  to sign legislation that 

requires immigration officials 
to present a judicial warrant 
before the city can hold an im-
migrant in custody and reduce 
cooperation the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
on detentions an deportations 
if undocumented immigrants. 
The signing ceremony took 
place in front of Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church, which serves 
the largest immigrant com-
munity in the city, according 
to de Blasio.

the eastern portion of the bor-
ough.

In a telephone news confer-
ence Wednesday, Suozzi reit-
erated his intention to open a 
district office in Queens.

“The key to my success in 
Queens is that I spent a lot of 
time in Queens,” he said. “Peo-
ple felt comfortable with hear-
ing me talk about the issues.”

Suozzi garnered 35.3 per-
cent of the vote, according to 
the state BOE. Suffolk County 
Legislator Steve Stern and 
North Hempstead Town Su-

pervisor Jon Kaiman both re-
ceived about 22 percent of the 
vote, while North Hempstead 
Town Councilwoman Anna 
Kaplan drew 15.2 percent of 
the vote, and attorney Jona-
than Clarke got 4.9 percent.

The 3rd Congressional Dis-
trict includes parts of Bay Ter-
race, Little Neck, Glen Oaks, 
Floral Park and Whitestone, 
as well as sections of Nassau 
and Suffolk counties in Long 
Island. In the Queens part of 
the district, Suozzi won with 
42.4 percent of the vote, with 
81 out of 82 election districts 
reporting. There were 3,563 
ballots cast with 37,716 active 
enrolled Democrats.

Republicans offered a swift 
rebuke to Suozzi’s victory, 
pledging to beat him in the 
general election.

“Democrats in NY-3 had 
to take Tom Suozzi out of the 
dustbin of politics in an embar-
rassing attempt to hold onto a 
seat they see slipping through 
their fingers,” state Republican 
Party Chairman Ed Cox said. 
“Now that the general election 
season has begun, we look for-
ward to Jack Martins giving 
Tom his fourth straight loss.”

Suozzi said the GOP re-
sponse was indicative as to 
why people were “sick of poli-
ticians” and that all of the 
challengers in his race for 

the Democratic primary had 
reached out to offer him their 
support.

 In the other races, U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
bested challenger Ali Mirza in 
the CD 5 primary with 80.9 per-
cent of the vote, while U.S. Rep. 
Nydia Velázquez (D-Brooklyn) 
beat Jeffrey M. Kurzon and 
Yungman Lee with 61.6 per-
cent in the CD 7 primary. U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) won in the CD 12 pri-
mary with 88.9 percent of the 
vote, beating challenger Peter 
Lindner.

Poll workers at several poll-
ing places throughout Queens 
reported lethargic turnout. At 

Grace Houses in downtown 
Jamaica, Coordinator Joan 
Augustin said that only 21 vot-
ers had cast ballots by 11 a.m. 
Tuesday

“A lot of people don’t know 
that there’s an election today,” 
she said.

At Public School 166 in As-
toria, Gregory Leakes, a vot-
ing precinct inspector, said 
that only 12 people had voted 
in the first four hours, and an 
inspector at Public School 89 
in Douglaston said that only 41 
people had cast a ballot in the 
first few hours of voting.

“It’s about as low as an off-
year election with only judges 
on the ballot,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Election

Continued from Page 4 

Immigration

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.



Visitors are encouraged to tell their story and add it 
to the wall (above l) during the month of July at the 
Made in Queens store in Queensboro Plaza. At the 
shop (top r) customers will discover jewelry, cloth-
ing and culinary creations for sale. Jamaica resident 
Nadira El Khan (bottom r) makes her leather goods for 
NadiraBag in a Long Island City studio, and now sells 
them at Made in Queens.    Courtesy Made in Queens

Visitors are encouraged to tell their story and add it

Sudoku 34 
Crossword Puzzle 36 

Arts & Entertainment 36 
Guide to Dining 39 

TimesLedger, July 1-7, 2016

IF YOU CAN 
MAKE IT HERE...
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The Made in Queens pop-up shop in 
Long Island City is bringing a cool se-
lection of locally made offerings to the 
borough’s shoppers.

Operating Tuesday through Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., MiQ fea-
tures handmade and designer items; 

small-batch, packaged food products; 
home and fashion accessories; jewelry 
and more. 

There’s also artwork made by young 
talents from LIC and curated by Teen 
Art Salon. Plus, you’ll find materials 
on cultural, entertainment, and dining 
options provided by the Queens Tour-
ism Council.

Over 100 people stopped by to check 
out the store at 27-24 Queens Plaza 
South during its grand opening June 
15. Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz and other government officials at-
tended the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“Over the years, we have noticed 
that Queens has many great crafts 
people and food makers, but they lack 

a place to sell their products due to the 
borough’s hot commercial real estate 
market,” Rob MacKay, director of pub-
lic relations for the Queens Economic 
Development Corporation, said. “This 
store provides these artisans with a 
cheap way to sell their goods. So it’s 
good for them, good for buyers, and 

Continued on Page 38

Long Island City’s 
Made in Queens 
pop-up shop gathers 
goods created by 
boro residents
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PRODUCTIONS

“Guys and Dolls” — “I got the horse right 
here. His name is Paul Revere” — Gambling, 
romance and the Salvation Army fi ll the 
stage in the classic musical tale of Sky 
Masterson trying to woo Sister Sarah Brown 
on a bet. 
When: July 16 to July 24
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater, St. Margaret 
Parish Hall, 66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors, $12/children
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

“Harvey” — First String Players present 
Mary Chase’s classic comedy about wealthy 
drunk Elwood P. Dowd, who begins to have 
visions of a giant rabbit named Harvey. 
When: July 14 to July 17
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143

Website: fi rststringplayers.org

“Iolanthe” — In Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
satirical operetta, the Lord Chancellor 
upsets the Queen of the fairies, so she sends 
a half-fairy, half-mortal to Parliament. 
When: Sunday, July 10, at 5 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell in Forest 
Park, Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest Park 
Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens by writing 
a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or comments to

 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttytyyy
DDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooooddddddDDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFooooooooooooddddddeeee IIIIIIIIttttattaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 1-7, 2016 35  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Astoria comic Blake Rice is 
still working out a few child-
hood issues. 

Growing up in suburban 
Philadelphia, Rice, 26, has less-
than-fond memories of some of 
his family vacations. 

“Kids want to go to Disney 
World,” Rice said. “We went to 
Colonial Williamsburg. That’s 
where little boys’ dreams go 
to die. We spent an afternoon 
watching a guy cobble one 
shoe.”

These days Rice spends his 
time assembling a career as a 
stand-up comedian.

Rice moved to Astoria about 
three years ago and jumped 
into the city’s open mic night 
comedy scene. 

He performed for down-
town audiences at Camp David 
NYC, the Metropolitan Room 
and at The Delancey. 

At first Rice opted to per-
form blue, with a steady 
stream of four-letter words fly-

ing out of his mouth. He also 
used to play the guitar and 
sing commercial-length tunes 
for made-up products that 
most 10-year-old boys would 
find funny. 

“I sang a jingle about a rec-
tal thermometer,” he said. “My 
stuff used to be really dirty. 
It took awhile to learn what 
resonated with the audience. 
Family stuff is universal and 
authentic.”

He also cleaned up his act. 
“I want to be nice in my 

stand-up,” he said. “You have 
to make the crowd comfort-
able. If they are not rooting 
for me to do well, they are not 
going to get invested, listen or 
laugh.”

Rice’s stand-up took anoth-
er big step a couple of weeks 
ago when he was the head-
liner at the Triad Theater in 
Manhattan’s Upper West Side, 
where he riffed on his fam-
ily and upbringing in Moore-
stown, N. J.

Although one of southern 

New Jersey’s tonier suburbs, 
Moorestown also had plenty 
of working-class families like 
Rice’s. 

His dad works as a sales-
man, and his mom is a nurse. 

Rice is the third of four chil-
dren, but refers to himself as 
the runt of the litter, pointing 
to his little brother’s growth 
spurt that long ago outpaced 
his own. 

“I was weird and angry as 
a little kid,” Rice said. “And all 
my siblings were against me.”

He admits he was always a 
little slow on the uptake, espe-
cially when it came to family 
dynamics. 

During dinner, someone 
would place a finger alongside 
their nose. Then, one by one, 
as other family members no-
ticed they would put their fin-
gers up to their face. The last 
one to do it would end up being 
the garbage man for the night. 
Rice found himself in charge 
of trash most nights. Astoria's Blake Rice is making a name for himself in New York City's 

world of stand-up comedy.  Courtesy Chris Carroll 

Something funny is happening in Astoria
Comedian/fi lmmaker Blake Rice mines his background to develop his stand-up routines

Continued on Page 38

Every Monday & Tuesday enjoy unlimited 
11/4 lb. lobster dinner with sweet summer corn on the cob. 
Absolutely no sharing! No take-out orders or doggy bags, 

not with any other offers.
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Although the actual day he was 
born was sometime in August, Louis 
Armstrong adopted the Fourth of July 
as his unofficial birthday. 

In honor of the big day, the Louis 
Armstrong House Museum at 34-56 
107th St. in Corona is hosting its “Hot 
Jazz Cool Garden Summer Concert Se-
ries.” 

On Monday, Gotham Kings featur-
ing Alphonso Horne kicks things off. 
Plus there will be a soul food luncheon, 
complete with Armstrong’s famous 
red beans and rice along with sweet 
tea. That will be followed by birthday 
cake.

Other concerts include David Os-
twald’s Louis Armstrong Eternity 
Band on July 23, and Jane Monheit on 
Aug. 13. Concerts begin at 2 p.m. Ad-
vanced single tickets are $18. A series 
subscription is $45. 

For tickets and information go to 
www.louisarmstronghouse.org.

EVENTS
 
Plover Day— Spend the day playing family-
friendly games, crafts and educational 
activities that help to celebrate 20 years 
of protecting the piping plover as an 
endangered species. 
When: Saturday, July 2, from 11 am - 2 pm
Where: Beach 86th Street and Boardwalk, 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-2774
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Festival of Kites and Kayaks — Artists from 
Socrates and the Noguchi Museum will help 
children and their families create colorful kites 
from recycled material. Afterwards, fl y your kite 
in the park as participants of the Manhattan 
Kayak Circumnavigation glide past on the East 
River. 
When: Saturday, July 9, at 11 am
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, Broadway at 
Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Jazz at Socrates — Socrates and The Jazz 
Foundation of America team up to bring this 
monthly series of jazz concerts by Queens-
based musicians. This month, Aqua Ninjaz, led 
by bassist Kim Clarke, pay tribute to lesser 
known jazz composers. 
When: Thursday, July 7, at 6:30 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.socratessculpturepark.org

New Image Band — The classic rock and R&B 
band performs. 
When: Thursday, July 7, at 7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell in Forest 
Park, Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest Park 
Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

DANCE

Swing Dancing — Drop by for weekly lessons 
from a swing dance teacher.  
When: Mondays from 6 pm - 7:30 pm through 
July 11
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell in Forest 
Park, Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest Park 
Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

FILM

“The Lego Movie” — The recent animated 
smash hit follows the exploits of Emmet, 
voiced by Chris Pratt, who joins a group to 
battle a villain. 
When: Saturday, July 2, at 8:30 pm
Where: Maurice Park, Maurice and 54th 
avenues, Maspeth
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“On the Waterfront” — Marlon Brando, Rod 
Steiger, Karl Malden and Eva Marie Saint star 
in the Academy Award-winning movie about 
mob informers on the New York docks. 
When: Sunday, July 3, at 8:30 pm

Where: Athens Square, 30th Avenue and 
29th Street, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“Ghostbusters 2” — The whole gang of 
parapsychologists return for this 1989 
sequel to the smash comedy hit about 
paranormal activity in New York City. Free 
hot popcorn will be served.
When: Tuesday, July 5 at 8 pm
Where: Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson Community 
Garden, 117-15 165th St., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 333-2552
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“The African Queen” — Socrates Sculpture 
Park kicks off its weekly summer screenings 
of fi lms that celebrate cultural diversity. Each 

movie is preceded by live music, dance and 
food representing that week’s culture. This 
year’s theme is “The River,” either literally or 
metaphorically. To start things off,  director John 
Huston ships Katherine Hepburn and Humphrey 
Bogart down an East African river. 
When: Wednesday, July 6, Pre-screening 
performances begin at 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, Vernon 
Boulevard and Broadway, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.socratessculpturepark.org

“Grease” — “You’re the one that I want,” in 
this mega-hit movie of the Broadway musical 
starring John Travolta and Olivia Newton-
John. 
When: Thursday, July 7, at 8 pm
Where: Beach 94th Street off Shorefront 
Parkway, Rockaway Beach

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 
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By Ed Canty

Royalties
Across
1. Largemouth, for 
one
5. Spheres
9. Lint
14. Soothing plant
15. Part of a yard
16. Eagle's nest
17. Lion's title
20. ___ a happy note
21. Appraise once 
again
22. School boards?
25. Banned 
agrochemical
26. Lie at rest
28. Roper 
undertaking
32. One signing off
36. Aladdin 
associate
37. Obi-wan Kenobi 
portrayer
40. Sound, as a bell
41. Little Rock's state
42. Eye sore
43. Tiny swimmer
45. Wacko
46. SWAT team 
members
51. Dessert of 
chilled fruit and 
coconut
56. Brightest stars
57. Anne and 
Elizabeth I, e.g.
60. Arm bones
61. Genealogist's 
work
62. Just beat
63. On the ball

64. Auctioneer's cry
65. Crystal ball 
user

Down
1. Makes bread
2. Dress style
3. Weather balloon
4. Utah lilies
5. Broadway 
opening?
6. Decay
7. Nobel physicist 
Niels
8. Knight mares?
9. Goethe's soul 
seller
10. Cataract site
11. Prod
12. French son
13. Lawyers' 
charges

18. Hot, in Vegas
19. Shade of green
23. "___ Only Just 
Begun"
24. Some houses 
are built on it
27. Heart, for one
28. Brown 
alternative
29. Aces, 
sometimes
30. Actress Kudrow
31. Not as much
32. Questions
33. Pub serving
34. Mouse to  
a hawk
35. Unhealthy  
chest sound
36. Chewing like a 
beaver

38. Coffee 
dispensers
39. Sacred image: 
Var.
43. Sunday event
44. Numbskulls
45. Landscape 
painter Claude
47. Walesa's people
48. Steer clear of
49. Kitchen 
appliance
50. Passover meal
51. Greenish-blue
52. Think (over)
53. The "B" of N.B.
54. Raise
55. Bushy do
58. Sushi selection
59. "Waking ___ 
Devine" (1998 film)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

IN A FOWL MOOD
L A M B M A R I O S P A T
O G E E B L A N C T O N Y
W A D D L E L I K E A D U C K
E V A D E N U L L N E E
R E L E A S E P O K E D

D R A M A T A X C U T
A R I R E N O L E A V E
N O S P R I N G C H I C K E N
T E R R A D E C I E A T
I S A A C S L U K E S

E Y I N G R E S T A M P
E L L N O N E A O L E R
G O I N G C O L D T U R K E Y
I O T A A M B E R R I S E
S T E P T E E N Y S E E R

Happy Birthday, Louis

The Louis Armstrong House and Museum in 
Corona is holding a birthday party July 4.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Many know the story of the 
harrowing murder of Kitty 
Genovese, but according to the 
new documentary, “The Wit-
ness,” a lot of people may have 
the story wrong.

In the early morning hours 
of March 13, 1964, Genovese 
parked in the lot of the Kew 
Gardens Long Island Rail 
Road station and began walk-
ing toward her apartment. She 
was approached by Winston 
Moseley, who attacked and 
stabbed her twice in the back. 
Moseley fled after Genovese 
shrieked and stumbled toward 
her home. 

Moseley returned soon af-
terward, and attacked Geno-
vese again, raping and stab-
bing her before fleeing. He 
was later captured and died 
in prison. Genovese died in 
the rear hallway of her apart-
ment building, and the story 
goes that 37 people heard her 
screaming but did not come to 
her aid.

It’s the black-and-white 
simplicity of this final pur-
ported fact that “The Witness” 
questions, and through the 
film the viewer learns that the 
number of people who heard 
her screams may be far lower 
than 37, and the witnesses may 
have been far more confused 
about what they were seeing 
and hearing. 

The film follows Kitty’s 
younger brother Bill, who in-
vestigated the circumstances 
surrounding her murder 
while being documented by di-
rector James Solomon for the 
past decade. Bill contends that 
the New York Times may have 
fudged the truth about the wit-
nesses in its reporting to chase 
more provocative headlines.

The film simultaneously 
acts as an indictment of jour-
nalism that is loose with the 
truth, a study of Bill’s obses-
sion with one of the darkest 
moments of his past and a re-
quiem for a woman whose life 
is most famous for how it end-

The new documentary, “The Witness,” re-examines the infamous 1964 murder of Kitty Genovese outside her 
home in Kew Gardens. The theory that nearly 40 people heard her cries, but did nothing to help has been chal-
lenged. AP photo 

Documentary takes new look at Genovese murder
‘The Witness’ disputes many claims that neighbors saw, heard attack and did nothing

Continued on Page 38

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT SHOPGREATNECK.COM

SUMMER PROMENADE NIGHTS 
IN GREAT NECK PLAZA

ON BOND STREET
Every Thursday in July from 6:30 – 10:30 PM
���July 7: Gathering Time
���July 14: Damaged Goods
���July 21: Gathering Time
���July 28: A Pair of  Quinns

ON NORTH MIDDLE NECK ROAD
(Between Grace Ave. and Maple Dr.)

Every Wednesday in August from 6:30 – 10:30 PM
���August 3: Damaged Goods (Rain date: Aug. 4)
���August 10: Savannah Sky (Rain date: Aug. 11)HOPPING

LOCAL SMART
HOPPING

Is
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ed. It finds its greatest success when it 
fills in the blanks of Kitty’s life, paint-
ing a picture of her as a complicated 
and engaging woman with a buoyant 
sense of humor and a mischievous 
streak.

At one point in the film, Bill inter-
views A.M. Rosenthal, the storied for-
mer editor of the New York Times who 
wanted the drama heightened by fo-
cusing on the witnesses who allegedly 
refused to act. Rosenthal said he had 
no regrets about the story that origi-
nally ran, asserting that Genovese’s 
death led to the creation of the modern 
911 system.

There are other high-drama mo-

ments, including an unsettling re-
creation of the murder on the streets 
of Kew Gardens. But the film hits 
heaviest in the quiet moments, when 
Bill speaks to Kitty’s friends and Mary 
Ann Zielonko, Kitty’s lover.

It also delivers a jolt when Bill 
learns that his sister may not have 
died alone, as he always believed, but 
passed away in the arms of a friend 
who came running when she heard the 
screams.

“The Witness” is currently playing 
at several theaters throughout the city, 
including the Kew Gardens Cinemas 
at 81-05 Lefferts Blvd., steps from Geno-
vese’s old apartment.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

“They would sing, ‘Blake is the 
trash man, ho, ho, ho,” Rice said. 

His quirkiness translated over to 
school as well. 

He convinced his teachers to let him 
make movies instead of turning out di-
oramas and writing book reports. 

Many of these projects elicited plen-
ty of laughter from classmates, Rice 
said. Other films dealt with extremely 
dark material and turned the mood of 
the room to sadness. 

In college, Rice majored in film pro-
duction and continued to make funny 
videos with his friends. 

But it is one thing to create movies 
when the school is supplying equip-
ment and film as part of the program, 
Rice said. 

“Once you graduate college with 
a film degree, you really don’t know 
what it is like,” he said. “With film, 
there are so many moving pieces, but 

with stand-up, you are the only one. It 
is kind of refreshing.”

He continues to keep his hand in 
filmmaking. He recently wrote and 
directed a short narrative movie, “To 
Whom it May Concern,” after a young 
woman he was dating asked him to 
help her create an acting reel for audi-
tions. 

And he keeps wanting to make peo-
ple laugh. 

“I’m having a good time no matter 
what,” Rice said. “And I want people to 
have a good time.”

Continued from Page 35 

Rice

Continued from Page 37 

‘Witness’

good for Queens. It’s a win-win-win.”
MiQ’s modern meets old-fashioned 

vibe seems like a throwback to the 
days of the general store, where folks 
would find a little bit of everything in 
one location, chat with neighbors, and 
sample homemade goods.

For Jessica Niamath of The Aspen 
Tree, who makes jewelry and small ac-
cessories out of her Forest Hills apart-
ment, MiQ offers a great opportunity to 
promote and sell her wares directly to 
the public. 

“I utilize simple, modern designs to 
appeal to both vintage lovers and cus-
tomers who would normally only shop 
for new items,” said Niamath, who keeps 
her price points fairly low ($8-$38). “I 
don’t want to sell things that I couldn’t 
afford to buy myself.”

Another MiQ merchant, Lisa Migno-
li of Metrix Jewelry, runs her business 
from her parents’ Floral Park home.

“Not only is MiQ wonderful for the 
local community to feature all Queens 

merchants, it gives designers, such as 
myself, the opportunity to become part 
of this shared storefront for a fraction 
of the cost of what renting retail space 
would be,” said Mignoli, who is selling 
her products at prices ranging from $16 
to $87.

Moroccan-born Nadira El Khang 
lives in Jamaica and works out of her 
LIC studio on Thomson Avenue, at NY-
Designs, an incubator for start-up de-
sign and tech companies.

Her company, NadiraBag, makes 
hand-crafted leather goods. “Being 
a merchant in MIQ is a great oppor-
tunity for me to move on from online 
seller to a store location,” she says. 
“This opportunity enables me to focus 
on designing more styles with differ-
ent prices.” 

IF YOU GO
Made in Queens Pop-up

When: Tuesday to Sunday, 11 am - 8 pm
Where: 27-24 Queens Plaza South, Long 
Island City
Website: www.madeinqueens.nyc

Blake Rice pictured working on the set.  
Courtesy Duncan Wilder

Continued from Page 33 

Store
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 1–7, 201640    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984 
www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833-8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11252, (718) 765-7368
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or
 (718) 338-3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS

327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 1–7, 2016 41  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Every morning at 7, An-
tonis Tsampas arrives at the 
King Souvlaki food truck in 
Astoria and prepares the truck 
for the day’s business. By 10 
a.m., the truck is open for busi-
ness across the borough at the 
intersection of Northern and 
Bell boulevards in Bayside, 
offering passers-by authen-
tic Greek food that Tsampas 
says lives up to the company’s 
motto of being a truck offering 
“Greek on the street.”

“Our priority is to keep it 
pure and good quality, because 
that’s what makes us popular,” 
he said. 

King Souvlaki started as a 
food cart on the streets of As-
toria in 1979. George and Tsko-
tas Tsampas took ownership 
of the cart from their uncle in 
1990, and for decades have pop-
ularized the business from the 
intersection of 31st Street and 
31st Avenue in Astoria.

The family business contin-
ued as such into the next gen-
eration with Antonis, George’s 
son. Antonis said that his 
brother and cousin also work 
for the company.

“Family, it’s just the best 
job you can find,” he said.

Three years ago, the Tsam-
pas brothers made the transi-
tion from cart to truck, while 
still serving the same cuisine 
in the same Astoria location. 
Five months ago, the Bayside 
truck opened for business. For 

decades, a mutual friend of 
the Tskotas brothers operated 
a cart at the corner of North-
ern and Bell, and they decided 
to partner with him in order 
to expand the King Souvlaki 
brand.

Antonis said the constant 

foot traffic means big busi-
ness for the Bayside truck, 
and he has seen the crowds 
increase since the truck’s 
January opening. All the food 
is prepped in the truck or at 
the crew’s kitchen in Astoria, 
with Antonis proudly noting 
that they cut the French fries 
themselves, and even import 
the Greek soft drink Loux to 
enhance the authenticity of 
the meal. The crew operates a 
full charcoal grill in the truck, 
which Antonis acknowledged 
was going to make the con-
fines sweltering in the sum-
mer months.

“It’s hot,” he said. “But you 
do what you’ve got to do.”

The Bayside truck remains 
open until midnight, while 
the Astoria truck remains 
open until 5 a.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays to catch 
the late night crowds. Antonis 
said that much of their busi-
ness came from positive rec-
ommendations on Facebook 
and Yelp. The Astoria location 
has gathered more than 100 re-
views on Yelp, with an average 
rating of 4 1/2 out of five stars.

“When you sell good quali-
ty, they respect that and they’ll 
come to you,” Antonis said as 
another customer stepped to 
the window. “It’s worth the 
wait.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  
A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Cost: Members and first-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffice.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classification 
or specialty to join a chapter. 
BNI provides positive, supportive and 

structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. 
Contact chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classification or specialty to join 

a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique 
business networking group discusses 

today’s challenges and helps form 
alliances.  Relationships are built. 
Facilitator is Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, leader and 
organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefits the Ronald 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Antonis Tsampas, above, stands 
outside the King Souvlaki food 
truck at the corner of Northern 
and Bell boulevards in Bayside. 
The truck opened for business in 
January. The truck, at right, even 
includes an ATM built into its side 
for customers who are low on 
cash. Photos by Patrick Donachie

Greek food truck rolls into Bayside
After creating a following in Astoria, King Souvlaki spreads out to conquer NE Queens
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Work is also being done on the 
boathouse, she added.

“This is a commitment 
from elected officials to give 
some level of respect to this 

part of the park,” Lancman 
said. “This is our jewel and 
we’re finally taking care of 
it.”

The park’s administrator, 
Janice Melnick, has seen the 
bald eagle herself, mainly dur-
ing afternoons between 2 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. 

“It’s wonderful to see na-

ture returning to Meadow 
Lake,” she said. “We’re helping 
nature while providing better 
public access to the park so 
visitors can enjoy nature and 
enjoy the solitude as well.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

murdered in the Pulse night-
club in Orlando, including 
26-year-old Mercedez Mari-
sol Flores, who was born in 
Ozone Park but moved to 
Florida at a young age and 
went to the club with her 
friend, who was also killed. 

Another 53 were wounded 
during a nearly three-hour 
shooting by Queens-born 
gunman Omar Mateen, who 
targeted LGBT individuals at 
the nightclub before he was 
shot and killed by the police. 

Dromm, who held a rally 
and vigil at Diversity Plaza 
the same day the shooting 
took place  , said he under-
stands the plight of South 
Asians, Muslims and LGBT 
individuals because of what 
he witnessed during his days 
as a teacher. 

He recalled a student mak-
ing fun of a Sikh boy when he 
first started wearing his tur-
ban, Muslim girls being mis-
treated because of their hi-
jabs and the discrimination 
LGBT students have faced in 
the public school system. 

“I happen to love Diversity 
Plaza as well,” Dromm said. 
“I think it’s become the meet-
ing place for South Asian and 
other folks in the community. 
So much goes on here. People 
are naturally drawn here 

whenever there is some type 
of a crisis and even times just 
for celebrating.”

Aniqa Nawabi, Chhaya’s 
director of development and 
communications, said that 
in light of the negative po-
litical rhetoric surrounding 
Muslims, Arabs and South 
Asians, the Sikh community 
is affected because people as-
sume that they are Muslim 
and that as a South Asian 
nonprofit, Chhaya feels obli-
gated to educate community 
members on how to combat 
this type of hate and discrim-
ination.

“The Mexican commu-
nity, the black community, 
everyone you can think of 
has been affected by this and 
everyone’s becoming politi-
cized,” Nawabi said. “How do 
we defend ourselves? What is 
our narrative?”

Woodhaven resident and 
Indian native Frederic DeS-
ouza, 52, who is a member of 
the New York Taxi Workers 
Alliance, spoke briefly dur-
ing the event about his expe-
riences living in the United 
States for the past 22 years.

He recalled a time when 
a black man and a black 
woman were staring at him 
suspiciously for two minutes, 
which he said was frustrat-
ing for him given that he 
marched in a protest on be-
half of the late Eric Garner, 
who died from a police choke-
hold in July 2014. 

of the prison population af-
ter extended time in solitary 
confinement.”

According to the Associa-
tion of State Correctional Ad-
ministrators, the percentage 
of New York’s state prison 
population that is in solitary 
is nearly double the national 
average. While the United 
Nations recently adopted the 
“Mandela Rules” prohibiting 
solitary confinement exceed-
ing 15 days, New York places 
no limit on total time a per-
son may spend in isolation.

Some have spent years, 
some decades, locked in a 
cell no bigger than an eleva-
tor. The sensory deprivation, 
lack of normal human inter-
action, and extreme idleness 
of solitary can lead to intense 
suffering and severe psycho-
logical and physical damage.

The movement to end the 
use of solitary confinement 
gained traction after the 2015 
suicide of Kalief Browder, a 
young man who spent more 

than 1,000 days on Rikers Is-
land, nearly 700 of them in sol-
itary confinement. Browder 
had been accused of stealing 
a backpack when he was 16, 
but his family couldn’t afford 
the $3,000 bail.

Despite 31 court appear-
ances in three years, Browder 
never received a trial and 
the charges were eventually 
dropped. The experience left 
him depressed and ultimate-
ly suicidal, according to his 
family.

“Being placed in solitary 
confinement mimics and 
magnifies all the faults en-
countered today in the crimi-
nal justice system, which eas-
ily allow innocent people to 
become incarcerated in the 
U.S.,” Gisele Ribiero, a survi-
vor of solitary confinement 
and a member of CAIR, said. 
“For the poor, a prosecutor’s 
allegation easily turns into a 
guilty plea without trial and 
consequently into a convic-
tion in an evil ‘plea bargain 
market.’ HALT is a funda-
mental step to any serious 
prison and criminal justice 
reform.”

purchase orders, ensure that 
payments to vendors were au-
thorized or fulfill the require-
ments for employees’ criminal 
background checks as stipu-
lated in New York State Edu-
cation Law, according to the 
report.

The audit covered fiscal 
years 2013 and 2014, stretching 
from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 
2014. Merrick enrolled approx-
imately 500 students in each 
year. The school hired Vic-
tory to assist in managing the 
school, and paid Victory $2,739 
per enrolled student, totaling 
about $1.3 million per year.

Stringer’s office found no 
evidence of fraud or inten-
tional wrongdoing, but offered 
17 separate recommendations 
for the school to improve its 
documentation practices. 
The comptroller said Merrick 

should ensure that changes to 
its management contract with 
Victory be formally document-
ed and should ensure that the 
school’s board of trustees re-
view and vote on all signifi-
cant matters to the school.

Stringer’s office was in 
contact with Merrick during 
and after the audit. On May 3, 
Stringer’s office submitted a 
draft of the audit to the school 
and received a 10-page written 
response May 17, including 
an assessment of each of the 
17 recommendations Stringer 
made.

“The school acknowledges 
that there may be gaps in 
parts of its records and thanks 
the comptroller for identifying 
them. Unfortunately, too often 
in its draft report the comp-
troller seems to presume that 
missing paperwork constitutes 
inaction or misdeeds,” Mer-
rick’s response stated. “The 
school itself identified and has 
already addressed many of the 
issues raised by the comptrol-

ler and will continue to take 
steps to bolster its administra-
tive functioning.” 

In addition to the Merrick 
audit, Stringer’s office simul-
taneously released an audit 
report alleging instances of 
financial mismanagement at 
Bedford Stuyvesant New Be-
ginnings Charter School in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brook-
lyn. 

The reports are two of a se-
ries of four audits scrutinizing 
charters. Springer released an 
audit of South Bronx Charter 
School for International Cul-
tures and the Arts several 
months ago and has yet to re-
lease an audit report of Suc-
cess Academy, a famous and 
controversial charter organi-
zation whose Chief Executive 
Officer Eva Moskowitz is an 
often-fierce critic of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

The full report and Mer-
rick’s response can be found 
at Stringer’s website at www.
comptroller.nyc.gov.

sex offenders living at the shel-
ter, which is a relief,” Stavisky 
said. “However, due to privacy 
laws, we have no way of know-
ing if these individuals had 
ever lived at the Pan Am and, 
if so, for how long. Regardless 
of their parole or probation 
status, I cannot stress enough 
how inappropriate it is to place 
a convicted sex offender in a 
family shelter with nearly 300 
children. The children’s safe-
ty, the safety of the surround-
ing community and the safety 
of other shelter residents are a 
priority.”

On Tuesday, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) joined 
members of Elmhurst United 
outside the shelter to demand 
the city find alternative hous-
ing for them. The city earlier 
this month claimed that no 
one on the registry currently 
resided there, however, shelter 
residents confirm that they 
had seen the sex offenders as 
recently as last weekend, ac-
cording to Avella.

“The city has failed to im-
plement the very procedures 

they’ve acknowledged are 
necessary to protect homeless 
families, and have allowed 
Level 3 sex offenders to oc-
cupy the same shelters shared 
by children. Either DHS was 
disingenuous with their state-
ment that Level 3 sex offend-
ers were not in the Pan Am 
shelter, or they were outright 
unaware. Either scenario is 
deeply concerning,” Avella 
said. “You can be sympathetic 
to keeping a sex offender’s fam-
ily together, but do so while 
finding a solution that doesn’t 
also endanger countless other 
families.”

DHS explained its position 
the following morning.

“While the Department of 
Homeless Services did state 
publicly in early 2015 that it 
planned to change its policy, 
that change couldn’t be imple-
mented because it would have 
conflicted with court orders,” 
DHS Senior Advisor for Com-
munications Lauren Gray 
said. “The city is required by 
court order to provide shelter 
to everyone in need, including 
those with criminal justice in-
volvement. The Department of 
Homeless Services continues 
to follow state law in the place-
ment of sex offenders, some of 

whom have residency restric-
tions and must be placed in 
SARA compliant shelters, and 
some of whom do not have resi-
dency restrictions and can le-
gally live anywhere in the city 
that they can afford. Regard-
less of residency restrictions, 
if they have a family, they 
must legally be allowed to live 
with their family.”

SARA stands for the Sexual 
Assault Reform Act that bars 
those who pose the highest 
risk of reoffending, or whose 
victims were under 18 years 
old from living within 1,000 
feet of institutions serving 
children while still on parole.

“Because there is not a law 
in place to prevent any level 
two or three sex offenders 
from living in a shelter -- one 
convicted of raping three chil-
dren -- than we must put one in 
place,” Stavisky said. “That is 
why since 2009 I have been a 
co-sponsor of legislation that 
would bar any level two or 
level three sex offenders from 
living in a family shelter. The 
Senate has passed the bill five 
times, including this year, but 
unfortunately the Assembly 
has failed to act.”

Continued from Page 1 

Pan Am
Continued from Page 4 
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Solitary
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Charter

Continued from Page 9 

Eagle
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Lizul Portugal takes it as 
a compliment when opposing 
teams opt not to pitch to her. 

It means they’re scared of 
what she can do at the plate 
and as far as Portugal is con-
cerned, she can do just about 
anything with a bat in her 
hand. 

The High School for Con-
struction junior was one of 
the most dominant hitters in 
the entire PSAL this spring 
and her prowess in the bat-
ter’s box is why she’s been 
named the TimesLedger’s 
All-Queens Player of the 
Year. 

“It really does actually do 
a lot to my confidence,” Por-
tugal said of teams avoiding 
her at the plate. “They may 
try to pitch out and I still try 
and get the hit. I just try to 
stay relaxed and calm. I don’t 
know, I don’t really do any-
thing special. I just try and 
hit. I always try and stay ag-
gressive.”

Despite the best attempts 

of opposing teams to avoid 
pitching to Portugal this sea-
son, the shortstop still man-
aged to produce at the plate. 

In fact, she did one bet-
ter—she dominated. 

In 15 regular-season 
games, Portugal hit .646, 
third best in Queens “A,” and 
drove in a staggering 43 RBI. 

She finished second in the 
league in hits (31) and tied for 
first in home runs (7). 

It would have been easy for 
Portugal to simply focus on 
her own stats. She could have 
zeroed in on her own success 
and smashing the ball out of 
the park in every at bat. She 
could have, but she didn’t. 

Instead, Portugal helped 
spark the rest of the Red 
Hawks lineup this spring, 
as her teammates did their 
best to get on base so that she 
could drive them in. 

“It was kind of just be-
ing myself,” Portugal said. 
“I wouldn’t necesarilly say 
it’s a new role because even 
when I was a freshman, I al-

BY LAURA AMATO

Queens softball made its 
presence known across the 
city this year as some of the 
best and brightest in the sport 
led their squads to champion-
ship berths and title victories. 

St. Francis Prep captured 
the Brooklyn/Queens CHSAA 
title, while Mary Louis 
notched one of the program’s 
most successful regular sea-
sons in the league. 

In the PSAL, High School 
for Construction took just 
about everyone by surprise, 
as the young roster made it as 
far as the “A” championship 
game. Bayside, Francis Lewis 
and Benajamin Cardozo also 
notched solid springs. 

Of course, there were plen-
ty of players who made all of 
this success possible. Here are 
the players who were among 
the best during another stellar 
softball season in Queens:

ALL-QUEENS COACH 

OF THE YEAR: Marco 
 Migliaccio, High School for 
Construction

The longtime Red Hawks 
coach knew his team had tal-
ent this season, but never 
quite expected them to accom-
plish as much as they did. The 
fresh-faced Construction squad 
cruised through league play, 
battled through some tough 
postseason games and made 
it as far as the PSAL “A” title 
game before falling to Totten-
ville. It was a tough way to end 
the season, but Migliaccio was 
the first to admit that just get-
ting that far was more than he 
could have hoped for. The team 
will return nearly its entire ros-
ter next year and it seems safe 
to say Migliaccio will be expect-
ing quite a bit come spring. 

ALL-QUEENS SOFTBALL 

FIRST TEAM

P Monica Zhivanaj, 
St. Francis Prep

The senior was a leader for 
the Terriers this season, find-

ing ways to get outs when she 
had to, despite a 4.05 ERA dur-
ing the regular season. Zhi-
vanaj was a major part of her 
squad’s champinoship run, 
even contributing at the plate 
with a .371 average and 13 hits 
in 35 at-bats. 
P Claudia Migliaccio, 
 Construction 

The freshman phenom 
didn’t let her age get in the 
way of production this spring, 
whether she was in the circle 
or at the plate. Migliaccio hit 
.500 during the regular season 
and .667 during the playoffs, 
connecting on a total of 29 hit 
sand 18 RBI. She also posted a 
17-2 record as a pitcher, rack-
ing up 128 strikeouts. 
P Victoria Perez, Bayside

The senior capped off her 
impressive high school career 
with her best effort yet, domi-

nating on both sides of the 
ball. Perez hit .625 during the 
regular season and .857 dur-
ing the postseason, in addition 
to racking up 95 strikeouts in 
the circle. 
C Yenifer Paulino, 
Francis Lewis

The junior had some seri-
ous pop on her bat this spring, 
hitting .653 during the regular 
season. In 14 games, Paulino 
racked up 32 hits, 11 RBI and 
just three strikeouts. For good 
measure, she also stole four 
bases. 
1B Amber Chin, Bayside

Chin went out on an of-
fensive high note, leading 
Queens “A” in home runs and 
wrapping up her high school 
career with 26 hits, 20 runs 
and 31 RBI during the regular 
season. She added five more 

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45

St. Francis Prep third baseman Miranda Cintron is one of several Terriers 
standouts who helped lead the squad to a Brooklyn/Queens CHSAA title 
this spring.  Photo by Robert Cole

Construction's Lizul Portugal was one of the most dominant hitters in 
the entire city this year, leading the Red Hawks to a city title appear-
ance.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Softball’s top stars
TimesLedger makes picks for Queens power players

Portugal reigns as 
boro softball’s best
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BY LAURA AMATO

Jose Reyes was nervous. 
It was a feeling the former 

All-Star was unaccustomed to. 
But on Sunday, just minutes 
before stepping onto the field 
with the Brooklyn Cyclones 
and making his return to the 
Mets organization, Reyes was 
nervous. 

Of course, there was a rea-
son for Reyes’ nerves. 

The 33-year-old has been in 
the headlines recently, after 
being suspended by the MLB 
earlier this year for violating 
the league’s domestic-abuse 
policy. 

Reyes didn’t exactly storm 
back onto the field, going hit-
less in three at-bats with the 
Cyclones, but that almost 
didn’t matter as the capacity 
crowd at MCU Park chanted 
his name. 

In the few hours after it 
was announced, Reyes would 
appear with the Cyclones on 
June 26 and June 27, the team 
sold over 2,000 tickets. 

After leaving the game in 
the seventh inning, Reyes was 
humbled by the support he re-
ceived. 

“I didn’t know what to ex-
pect, but it seems like the peo-
ple still love me,” said Reyes, 

who signed a minor-league 
deal with New York on June 
25. “I know some people out 
there they’re going to be hard 
on me and I respect that. I un-
derstand. I put myself in that 
situation. I made my mistake, 
that was a terrible mistake.”

Reyes was arrested on 

Oct. 31 last year on charges—
which were later dropped—of 
assaulting his wife and after 
being suspended for over 50 
days, was let go by the Colo-
rado Rockies. 

Although he had played 
nine games for the Rockies’ 
Triple-A affiliate, Reyes wasn’t 

sure what to expect when he 
walked onto the field. 

He hit leadoff for the Cy-
clones and got the start at third 
base, the position he’s most like-
ly to play for the Mets should he 
get the call-up. Reyes looked 
confident in the field, but he’s 
not getting ahead of schedule. 

“Let’s not get too crazy,” 
Reyes said when asked about 
matching his previous pro-
duction with the Mets. “Right 
now we’re going to take it day 
by day because like two weeks 
ago, I was ready to go with the 
Rockies. I don’t think it’s going 
to be too long. Just day by day 
and see how I’m feeling.”

Reyes said he had been 
hopeful for a reunion with the 
Mets, the same club that gave 
him his professional start over 
a decade ago. 

He’ll continue to attend 
counseling for last year’s in-
cident and is anxious to prove 
that he’s worthy of the second 
chance New York has offered 
him. 

There will be nerves, again, 
as he continues to climb up the 
ladder and Reyes isn’t certain 
of the reception he’ll get should 
he make his way back to Citi 
Field. There is one thing he’s 
confident in, however; he’s 
going to do whatever it takes 
to help the team because, for 
Reyes, he’s finally home. 

“I’m going to do everything 
that I can to try and get better,” 
he said. “Not only as a person, 
but on the baseball field. What-
ever the team needs me to do, 
I’m going to be open to do it. 
I’m home. I’m happy.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Jose Reyes’ return to the 
Mets organization sparked a 
mixed reaction when the team 
announced he had signed a 
minor-league deal June 25. 

But as far as fans at MCU 
Park were concerned, Reyes’ 
reunion with the squad—and 
his two games with the Cy-
clones—was nothing short of 
exciting. 

“When he was (with the 
Mets) we liked his energy and 
you never knew what to expect 
from him,” Angelique Dones of 
the Bronx said. “It was always 
fun to watch him.”

Fans came out to Brooklyn 
in droves for the chance to see 
Reyes—sporting his old Mets 
number seven—who got the 
start at third base. The official 
attendance Sunday was 7,851, 
an early-season best. 

“I’ve been waiting a few 
years for this, he’s my favorite 
player of all time,” said Mi-
chael Marca of Glendale. “I got 

tickets as soon as I could. I saw 
the news and planned to come 
out with a couple of friends.”

There was, of course, some 
concern from both the Mets 
and the team’s fans when the 
organization signed Reyes. 

The off-the-field issues left 
some fans questioning whether 
or not they should be cheering 
for Reyes, but most opted to 
keep their opinions of the star’s 
private life separate from their 
on-field expectations. 

“Everybody deserves a sec-
ond chance,” said Jean Kelso 
of Brooklyn. “It’s something 
out of baseball. It’s not right to 
go around abusing people, but 
you don’t know the circum-
stances. We were not there.”

Reyes went 0-for-3, before 
leaving the game in the sev-
enth inning, but his lack of 
production didn’t stop fans 
from cheering and the sounds 
of “Jose! Jose! Jose!” echoed 
throughout MCU Park during 
the game. 

Cyclones fans were also 

quick to point out that Reyes 
won’t stay in Brooklyn long. 

The Mets are hoping to 
move the 33-year-old to Dou-
ble-A Binghamton or Triple-A 
Las Vegas as soon as possible. 

It may be a few weeks until 
Reyes makes it to Citi Field, 
but fans are hopeful that the 
reunion can help jump-start 
the recently anemic Mets of-
fense. In the end, they’re sim-

ply happy to have Reyes back. 
“I want to see him back,” 

Dones said. “However he can 
make the team better, that’s 
what we’re looking forward 
to.”

Angelique Dones (r) and her family bought tickets for both of Jose Reyes' games with the Brooklyn Cyclones 
at MCU Park.  Photo by Laura Amato

Former All-Star Jose Reyes went 0-for-3 in his return to New York with the Brooklyn Cyclones Sunday, but is 
anxious to get back on track with the Mets.  Photo by Laura Amato

New York fans give warm welcome to returning star

Reyes climbing his way back to Citi Field
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BY LAURA AMATO

Justin Dunn was sitting in 
a restaurant in Miami a few 
weeks ago when his phone 
started to ring.

He knew who was on the 
other line—or at least he 
hoped he knew—but it took 
him a few seconds to actually 
muster up the courage to pick 
up. 

He did and his life changed 
forever. 

Dunn, who just wrapped 
up his junior season at Bos-
ton College, had been drafted 
by the Mets in the first round 
of the MLB Draft, selected 
19th overall. 

Now, Dunn, who had been 
surrounded by his BC team-
mates when he received that 
all-important phone call, is 
ready to get his pro career un-
derway after reporting to the 
Single-A Brooklyn Cyclones 
earlier this week. 

“I mean I can’t really 
describe it. It was kind of 
what I was hoping for from 
the start of the year,” Dunn 
said. “I wanted to get picked 
up around my teammates. 
They’ve been my brothers 
and I’ve been around them 
through the ups and downs 
of my college career. So to be 
able to share that with them 
was awesome.”

Dunn had been hoping to 
hear his name called during 
this year’s draft and while 
he wasn’t focusing on one 
team over another, he had to 
admit that he’s pretty happy 
to have signed with the Mets. 
After all, the team has a bit of 
a reputation for putting talent 
on the mound. 

“I had hoped that Mets 
would be one of the teams 
because you see what they 
do with their pitching staff,” 

Dunn said. “You can’t ask for 
anything else. So to be picked 
up by them was huge. I was 
excited.”

Dunn has been working 
with the Mets’ pitching staff 
over the last few days, trying 
to get back into the metaphor-
ical swing of things. 

It was a long spring for the 
Freeport, L.I., native, who 
helped lead Boston College 
to the program’s first-ever 
NCAA super regional appear-
ance. Despite wrapping up 
his career with a loss, the for-
mer Eagles ace is determined 
to build upon his collegiate 
success and, more impor-
tantly, showcase his arsenal 
of pitches. 

“I have what, I think, are 
three pretty good pitches that 
can play at the next level,” 
Dunn said. “I think they’re 
expecting me to come in and 
do what I did in college and 
get better and develop.”

Dunn’s 1.49 ERA at Boston 
College last season currently 
tops the team’s records and 
Dunn has built a career on 
breaking down opposing bat-
ters. His game isn’t just about 
his arm. It’s about the mental 
aspect as well, staring down 
hitters and finding that one 
pitch that will result in a 
swing and a miss. 

“I have to pitch,” he said. 
“I can’t just air my arm out. 
That’s been huge for me.”

Dunn has been told he’ll be 
on an innings limit during his 
time in Brooklyn, likely held 
to two or three innings per 
start. The limited time doesn’t 
bother Dunn. He understands 
he’s a work in progress. He’s 
just anxious to get to work. 

“They’re going to take it 
kind of slow, build me back 
into it,” Dunn said. “I’m count-
ing down the days to when I’ll 
be able to get out there and 
pitch in this uniform.”

Mets first-round pick Justin Dunn is ready to get back on the mound 
and get his pro career started with the Brooklyn Cyclones.  

Photo by Laura Amato

College pitching ace aims 
for spot in Mets rotation

hits and nine RBI during the 
playoffs, hitting .714 in a pair 
of postseason games. 
1B/P Camille Sears, 
 Archbishop Molloy

The senior did a bit of ev-
erything in her final high 
school season, hitting .457 with 
four home runs and 14 RBI. 
She earned the team’s coaches 
award for her efforts, serving 
as Molloy’s unquestioned lead-
er on and off the field. 
3B Miranda Cintron, 
St. Francis Prep

The senior was a defensive 
force on the corner, regularly 
corraling line drives, but she 
did her best work in the bat-
ter’s box this spring. Cintron 
led the Terriers with a team-
high .439 average and .512 slug-
ging percentage as the squad’s 
cleanup hitter.
3B Unique Salas, 
Construction

There’s success at the plate 
and there’s what Salas did this 
season. The sophomore hit 
.706 in the regular season, a 
Queens “A” best, racking up 24 
hits and 21 runs in 34 at-bats. 
She was just as efficient dur-
ing the postseason, boasting a 
.455 average with five hits, in-
cluding a pair of doubles. 
SS Alyssa Seiss, 
St. Francis Prep

The Dominican College-
bound Seiss was everywhere 
for the Terriers this season, 
dominating on both sides of 
the ball. She connected on a 
team-best 13 RBI and boasted 
an on-base percentage of .549. 

Seiss also led the team in in-
nings played, rarely making a 
mistake in the field and wrap-
ping up her senior season with 
a .957 fielding percentage.  
OF Jessica Kovach, 
Francis Lewis 

The senior made every at-
bat count and, more often than 
not, those at-bats ended with a 
hit. Kovach posted a .604 bat-
ting average during the regu-
lar season, connecting on 29 
hits and seven home runs. She 
was walked just six times and, 
in 48 regular season at-bats, 
struck out only once. 
OF Emily Hodgson, 
 Construction

A strong presence in the 
outfield, Hodgson made her-
self known at the plate, post-
ing a .465 on base percentage 
during the regular season. 
She also boasted a bit of power 
in her swing, racking up five 
extra base hits. 

HONORABLE MENTION

C Kassandra Granobles, 
 Construction
1B Caitlin Vernon, 
 Construction
C Alyssa Mortellaro, 
St. John’s Prep
IF Lauren Lavelle, 
St. John’s Prep
IF Amanda Ragusa, 
St. John’s Prep
P Nichole Schweit, 
St. John’s Prep
C Victoria Brown, 
Archbishop Molloy
3B Jessica Hickey, 
Archbishop Molloy
P Liz Hanover, 
The Mary Louis Academy
C Casey Woo, 
The Mary Louis Academy

ways tried to speak out. I was 
always trying to help out even 
when I was one of the younger 
girls.”

Portugal’s team-first ap-
proach was apparent in every 
aspect of her approach this 
season, including her pre-
game routines. The multi-year 
starter doesn’t have any sort of 
solo schedule to get her ready 
for games, opting instead to 
join her squad in what she 
called “circle time.”

It’s a moment Portugal rel-
ishes, an opportunity to sim-
ply sit with her team and talk 
about anything. Sometimes 
that includes softball. Some-
times it doesn’t. In the end 
though, it brought them all 
together and it was that com-
raderie that helped the Red 
Hawks earn a berth in the city 
title game. 

“We like to joke around, 
have fun,” Portugal said. 
“We’re all pretty comfortable 
with each other so we get all 
the drama out before the game 
starts and then we’re ready. 
Sometimes we do these mini 
jumping jacks. That’s the fun-
nest thing ever.”

Portugal can’t help but still 
be a bit disappointed with the 
way the season ended, falling 
to Tottenville in the champi-
onship game, but she’s also 
confident that the Red Hawks 
will be back next year. 

Construction will return 
over half its roster next spring 
and, once again, Portugal is 
ready to lead her team in any 
way she can, even if opposing 
squads aren’t willing to try 
and pitch to her. 

“I’m really excited,” Por-
tugal said. “We’re a little bit 
used to it and while I’m sure 
there’ll be some pressure, we 
can throw in some new twists 
next season. We’ll be ready.”

Portugal

All-Stars

Continued from Page TK

Continued from Page TK
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century &  
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED
GS

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

WA

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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VALID 7/1/16 - 7/31/16

2YEARS
  SPECIAL FINANCING2  ON ALL

• GAS GRILLS
• OUTDOOR 
   REFRIGERATORS

• STORAGE CABINETS
• COCKTAIL 
   STATIONS

FREE ASSEMBLY 
ON ALL WEBER GAS GRILLS 

1YEAR SPECIAL FINANCING1

 ON ALL WEBER GAS GRILLS $499 & UP. 
  VALID 7/1/16 - 7/5/16

PLUS 

SPIRIT E-310 LP
GAS GRILL
• 3 Stainless Steel Burners
• 529 Square Inch Total
   Cooking Area 
• 32,000 BTU’s
• Enclosed Cart 
With Door
-46510001

NOW...
$29999

FREE
ASSEMBLY

$49999
OUR NEW 
LOW PRICE...

ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH YOUR
    P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT CARD THROUGH 12/31/16.
1. 1 YEAR SPECIAL FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF ALL WEBER GAS GRILLS $499 OR MORE.
2. 2 YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ANY DCS, LYNX AND/OR SEDONA PURCHASE.
3. 1 YEAR SPECIAL FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF ALL FRIEDRICH AC’S.

����������������

GRILLS

ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN BLACK & GREEN

FREE
ASSEMBLY

$79999OUR NEW 
LOW PRICE...

GENESIS E-330 LP GAS GRILL
• 3 Stainless Steel Burners 
• 637 Total Square Inch Cooking Area 
• 38,000 BTU Burners
• Porcelain Enameled Cast Iron 
   Cooking Grates 
• Sear Station Burner 
• 12,000 BTU Flush Mount Side Burner
  -6532001

FREE
ASSEMBLY

$94999OUR NEW 
LOW PRICE...

GENESIS S-330 LP GAS GRILL
• 3 Stainless Steel Burners • 637 Square Inch Total
   Cooking Area • 38,000 BTU’s • Stainless Steel 
    Lid, Doors And Work Surfaces 
• Sear Station Burner
• 12,000 BTU Flush Mount Side Burner
  -6570001

OUR NEW 
LOW PRICE...

$149999

FREE
ASSEMBLY

GRILLS ON SALE

OKLAHOMA JOE’S HIGHLAND  
OFFSET CHARCOAL SMOKER
• Large 900 Square Inch 
   Cooking Surface • Heavy Gauge 
   All Steel Construction
• Multiple Dampers for Easy Heat 
   and Smoke Control
-15202031-63  WAS $329.99

SAVE $30

FREE
TOOL
SET

6 BURNER STAINLESS STEEL 
GAS GRILL
• 65,000 BTUs • Extra Large 900 Square Inch 
   Total Cooking Area • 10,000 BTU Flush 
   Side Burner • 15,000 Sear Burner
 -463235215  WAS $399.99

SAVE $30

FREE
TOOL
SET

QUICK
ASSEMBLY!

FREE
TOOL
SET

$9999
NOW...

23% OFF
SAVE $30

QUICKSET 2 BURNER 
GAS GRILL
• 440 Square Inch 
   Total Cooking Area 
• 24,000 BTU’s
-463621615  
  WAS $129.99

$36999
NOW...

SUMMIT S-420 LP GAS GRILL
• 4 Stainless Steel Burners • 650 Square Inch 
   Total Cooking Area • 48,800 BTU’s 
• Stainless Steel Rod Cooking Grates 
   & Flavorizer Bars 
• 12,000 BTU Flush Mount Side Burner
  -7120001
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FREEDELIVERY, SET-UP & REMOVAL
On All Sealy Optimum, Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid, Stearns & Foster, And Tempur-Pedic Mattresses.

FIRM OR PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS*

66% OFF
SAVE $400

- 51174051-Q (Firm) - 51174151-Q (Plush)
*Mattress only. Box Spring Sold Separately

 Other Sizes Available
$19997

WAS $599

Twin
Mattresses*

Queen
Mattresses*

STARTING AT
$9997

STARTING AT
$14997

*Mattress Only.
Box Spring Sold Separately.

44% OFF
SAVE $550

$69997
WAS $1249-513465-51Q   -513466-51Q

-513469-51Q   -513470-51Q
Other Sizes Available

Queen Mattress

FREE BOX SPRING
A $150 Value

With The Purchase Of Any Sealy Posturepedic Plus Series Mattress

 

PLUS SERIES

NEW
2016

MODELSFREE
DELIVERY, SET-UP 

& REMOVAL

Plus

ON SELECT STEARNS & FOSTER®

MATTRESSES *See store for details

$600*SAVE UP 
TO

PLUSH
PILLOW TOP QUEEN MATTRESS* 

- 51174351-Q
*Mattress only. Box Spring Sold Separately

 Other Sizes Available
$34997

WAS $799

56% OFF
SAVE $450


