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BY BILL PARRY

The man who ordered the 
whitewashing of the 5Pointz graf-
fiti mecca in 2014 is feeling the 
heat of organized labor. Jerry 

Wolkoff is using non-union work-
ers at his Long Island City con-
struction site despite an agree-
ment to use 100 percent union 
labor and for the last three weeks 
an inflatable rat has stood in pro-

test on Jackson Avenue.
“What? They only brought one 

rat? That’s insulting,” Wolkoff 
said. “The Teamsters I’m using 
are all union and the shop that 
makes the concrete is union.”

As for the construction work-
ers down in the pit, Wolkoff was 
less upfront. “Some are union and 
some are not,” he said.

Michael Donnelly, a represen-
tative with the Council of Carpen-
ters, watches cement mixers roll 
past and shakes his head.

“He scored variances that al-
lowed him to build five times big-
ger than the zoning law allows 
with the promise he’d use the 
unions to build here,” Donnelly 
said. “There are none, zero, union 
workers on this site except for the 
Teamsters delivering the cement. 
Jerry Wolkoff is not a man of his 
word.”

Peter Corrigan, a leader with 
High Rise Concrete Local 212, 
which was chartered only last 
month because of the high vol-
ume of tower construction in the 
city, believes Wolkoff is in over 
his head.

“I’m concerned with people 
cutting corners,” Corrigan said. 
“Wolkoff acts like he’s build-
ing some kind of shed — not two 
high-rise towers. I’m concerned 
something terrible can happen on 
this construction site that is right 
alongside the 7 train.”

Continued on Page 10

BY SHANNA FULD

The Bukharian Teen Lounge, a facility for 
young people funded by the JCCA, formerly 
known as the Jewish Child Care Agency, closed 
its doors  in Forest Hills June 30 after the school 
year ended. 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A mural celebrating 
renowned Queens hip-
hop group A Tribe Called 
Quest was completed last 
week, and one of the stron-

gest supporters of the mu-
ral’s creation is hoping to 
establish a dog park in St. 

Albans Park in memory of 
one of the group’s members 
who died earlier this year.

The side of the Nu-Clear 
Dry Cleaners at 192nd 
Street and Linden Boule-
vard is the site of the mural 
celebrating the work of the 
group, which was formed 
in 1985 by Ali Shaheed Mu-

hammad, originally from 
Brooklyn, as well as Q-Tip, 
the stage name for Kamaal 
Ibn John Fareed, and Ma-
lik ‘Phife Dawg’ Taylor, 
who grew up together in 
Queens, and Jarobi White, 
who left the group in 1991. 
The group made five re-

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) stood with residents of 
Broadway-Flushing to protest 
an Airbnb listing which he has 
called a violation of city zoning 
laws on Friday.

The home, located at 35-32 
159th St., has been rented out 
to dozens of people at a time for 
private parties, as well accom-
modating an illegal renter in one 
of the rooms, according to Avella. 
The large white house is a major 
problems for neighbors who say 
their street is overburdened with 
parked vehicles and strangers 
who come and go in violation of 
the one-family home zoning in 
the district. 

Avella expressed frustra-
tion with the city Department of 
Buildings for not enforcing these 
laws.

“This listing represents every-
thing that’s wrong with Airbnb, 
and why further regulation is 
needed to rein in the share econ-
omy. This is a quiet, residential 
neighborhood and the advertise-

Alphonso Home (c) leads the Gotham Kings at a swinging soiree in honor of Louis Armstrong's birthday in Corona.  
Photo by Michael Shain

Unions slam Wolkoff at 5Pointz
Leaders: Developer broke promises made for permit as Van Bramer pushes talks

Flushing nabe 
outraged over 
Airbnb listing

Bukharian lounge 
for teens shuttered

Mural honors hip-hop trio

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8

PLAYING FOR POPS

Well-wishers and fans of A Tribe Called 
Quest gather to celebrate the completion 
of a mural in honor of the famous hip-hop 
group. Photo by Trishan Budhram Continued on Page 10
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Salads and Sides
HOUSE OR CAESAR SALAD

MARION SALAD (SALAMI, CELERY, 
SWEET CHERRY PEPPERS, AND 

PROVOLONE CHEESE)
MACARONI OR POTATO SALAD

COLESLAW
ROASTED POTATOES

RICE PILAF
MASHED POTATOES

STEAMED BROCCOLI
CREAMED SPINACH 

Appetizers
SHRIMP COCKTAIL
FRIED CALAMARI  

(BUFFALO, THAI OR MARINARA)
BAKED CLAMS

MOZZARELLA STICKS
CHICKEN FINGERS 

(BUFFALO OR REGULAR)
HAMBURGER SLIDERS

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS WINGS
PIZZA

CATERING SPECIAL FOR ALL CELEBRATIONS
CORPORATE EVENTS. SOCIAL OCCASIONS. SPORTING EVENTS. 

DINNER PARTIES. SHOWERS. ENGAGEMENT PARTIES.

Bring a smile to every gathering with

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS MOUTH-WATERING WINGS
Perfect for parties, events & game days! 
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O’Neill’s Maspeth Catering

FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY

718-672-9696
Half or full trays available

3FT HERO:
ASSORTED WRAPS OR SANDWICHES :  

Main Dishes
BAKED ZITI

RIGATONI ALA VODKA
RIGATONI MARINARA

RIGATONI CARBONARA
RIGATONI WITH BROCCOLI,  

GARLIC AND OIL
LINGUINE WITH CLAMS –  

RED OR WHITE SAUCE
EGGPLANT PARMESAN

PEPPER STEAK

SLICED SIRLOIN OF BEEF 
VIRGINIA HAM

ROASTED MARYLAND TURKEY
CHICKEN FRANCAISE
CHICKEN MARSALA

SLICED CHICKEN  
CORDON BLEU

CHICKEN PARMESAN
LOIN OF PORK WITH 

SAUERKRAUT 

KIELBASA
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE
SHEPARDS PIE

ALASKAN KING SALMON
ST. PETER’S FISH

FRIED JUMBO SHRIMP
FRIED FLOUNDER

STUFFED FILET OF SOLE
SHRIMP SCAMPI

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  |  www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Let Us Cater Your Summer Picnics & Parties!
“PICNICS TO GO”
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BY BILL PARRY

A turf war over Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
escalated this week. City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) filed a 
lawsuit in state Supreme 
Court against the city and 
the Alliance for Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, an 
entity he claims was formed 
to funnel money from devel-
opers and other for-profit 
entities in exchange for the 
use of park resources.

He contends that the alli-
ance’s funding scheme and 
board composition violate 
both the City Charter and 
the Administrative Code.

The lawsuit raises fun-
damental questions about 
parks equity, including 
who gets to negotiate the 
commercialization of the 
city’s public parks and who 
gets to decide how those 
proceeds are used.

“Our parks aren’t for 
sale, yet the alliance’s 
funding and governance 
structure violate both the 
City Charter and the Ad-
ministrative Code in ways 
that undermine the pub-
lic’s control over Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park,” 

Lancman said. “Hatched 
during the waning days 
of a Bloomberg adminis-
tration desperate to close 
deals on redeveloping Wil-
lets Point and the US Open 
Tennis Center expansion, 
and brought to full politi-
cized fruition by the de Bla-
sio administration eager to 
reward its allies, the alli-
ance’s funding mechanism 
bypasses the Charter’s 

detailed and transparent 
budget process, and its 
governance ignores the Ad-
ministrative Code’s care-
fully balanced representa-
tion requirements. 

“What’s left is a rogue 
organization bargaining off 
access to Flushing Mead-
ows and making important 
decisions about the park’s 
future without proper 
oversight or input from the 

public’s elected representa-
tives. It’s unacceptable, it’s 
illegal, and it has to stop.”

Lancman said the prob-
lems originateg in the city’s 
eagerness in the fall of 2013 
to obtain City Council ap-
proval for the massive 
redevelopment of Willets 
Point and the expansion of 
the USTA’s National Ten-
nis Center, home of the US 
Open, which includes the 
use of separate pieces of 
parkland for development 
of a shopping mall at Citi 
Field and for the USTA. In 
exchange for approving the 
deals, the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation 
and City Councilwoman 
Julissa Fererras Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst), who led 
the negotiations, insisted 
on funding for a to-be-cre-
ated conservancy for the 
park.

The Willets Point proj-
ect developers, The Related 
Companies and Sterling 
Equities, the owners of the 
New York Mets, agreed to 
pay nearly $15.5 million 
over 25 years and the USTA 
agreed to pay nearly $10 
million over 23 years. Half 
of the money would go to 
the Flushing Meadows Co-

rona Park capital improve-
ments and half to the alli-
ance directly.

When the alliance was 
finally formed in the fall of 
2015, its bylaws provided for 
a board member to be ap-
pointed by Fererras-Cope-
land, but none by any of the 
other three City Council 
members whose districts 
overlap the park; Lanc-
man, Peter Koo (Flushing) 
and Paul Vallone (Bayside). 
Lancman cried foul at the 
time saying the mayor was 
rewarding a political ally.

Fererras-Copland de-
clined to comment. Mayor 
de Blasio has said her lead-
ership was essential to the 
creation of the alliance.

“Council Member Lanc-
man’s interpretation of 
the Administrative Code 
is incorrect,” De Blasio 
spokeswoman Natalie Gry-
bauskas said. “The board 
has a wide representation 
of elected officials and com-
munity members through-
out the area, including 
Council Member Fererras-
Copeland -- whose district 
covers the majority of this 
park -- and Speaker Mark-
Viverito, who represents 
the City Council.”

Lancman’s suit alleges 
that the direct funding of 
the alliance and the lack 
of board representation 
for the three other Council 
members violates the City 
Charter and the Adminis-
trative Code.

 Specifically, Section 109 
 of the City Charter provides: 
“All revenues of the city, of 
every administration, de-
partment, board, office and 
commission thereof, and of 
every borough, county and 
other division of govern-
ment within the city, from 
whatsoever source except 
taxes on real estate, not 
required by law to be paid 
into any other fund or ac-
count shall be paid into a 
fund to be termed the ‘gen-
eral fund.’”

The money paid by the 
Willets Point developers 
and the USTA over the next 
two decades in exchange for 
their use of city parkland 
are “revenues of the city,” 
which should be paid into 
the general fund and appro-
priated in accordance with 
the detailed and transpar-
ent budget process laid out 
in the City Charter, Lanc-
man said.

BY MARK HALLUM

Two abandoned vehicles 
full of newspapers left be-
hind by hoarders at a house 
in Flushing have drawn the 
attention of residents and 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who held a news 
conference to call upon the 
city to remove the fire haz-
ard posed by the contents of 
the cars.

 Avella said Stella Beck-
man, the deceased owner 
of the brick bungalow at 
50-19 175th Place, is still re-
ceiving violation notices in 
the mail at the abandoned 
property a decade after her 
death. Beckman’s son, a 
hoarder, according to one 

neighbor, filled not only the 
house but both vehicles in 
the driveway with stacks of 
New York Times issues dat-
ing back to 1992. The news-
papers are packed so tight-
ly into the back of one of the 
vehicles, a Hyundai Excel, 
that moisture has caused 
them to expand and shatter 
the back windshield. 

The house has been 
sealed up with concrete 
by authorities following a 
small fire in 2014, accord-
ing to neighbor who has 
lived in the area since 1990. 

“This is probably one 
of the best examples I’ve 
come across while I’ve been 
in government of how stu-
pidly the city operates,” 

Avella said. “Here you have 
a situation where there 
were numerous violations. 
The owner, unfortunately, 
passed away, I guess it’s 11 
years now. And yet, every 
time there’s a violation 
the city keeps sending the 
dead person notices... Any-
body who walks through 
this block sees what a nice 
neighborhood this is. The 
homeowners pay attention 
to their property, they keep 
it nice, and yet they live 
next to this eyesore. The 
city has to step up, demol-
ish the building, level the 
ground, fence it off and sell 
it.”

Residents stood with 
Avella to voice their con-

cerns about the property, 
especially since it has 
been the scene of teenagers 

smoking  and raccoons tak-
ing up residence. 

“The house has already 

been on fire, the firemen 
came, they created large 
holes in the attic to vent 
it,” said Peter Cilla, who 
has lived in the neighbor-
hood for three years, “Now 
we have rascally raccoons. 
There is a family of five to 
10, they’re out during the 
day with their children. We 
have children here, there 
is a school only two blocks 
away. There’s a chance for 
an encounter and you could 
have a serious injury. Also, 
it looks like a dilapidated 
dump and it darkens the 
neighborhood. We would 
like the city to do what we 
pay taxes for it to do.”

Lancman sues city over park alliance
Councilman contends funding plan for Flushing Meadows Corona Park runs afoul of Charter

Trash-fi lled cars incite ire on Flushing street 

An abandoned Flushing home has captured the attention of resi-
dents and State Sen. Tony Avella as a potential fire-hazard. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Councilman Rory Lancman (l) with Parks Commissioner Mitchell 
Silver in Flushing Meadow Corona Park last week before he filed a 
lawsuit against the city. Photo by Bill Parry
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside lost one of its 
great advocates  Wednesday 
when Lily Gavin died fol-
lowing a long illness. Gavin 
owned Dazie’s Restaurant, 
a neighborhood landmark 
since 1972, which was a fre-
quent center of the neigh-
borhood’s civic life.

 Her age was not known. 
Gavin was predeceased by 
her husband Sonny and 
survived by many children 
and grandchildren

“You really can’t imag-
ine how this community 
will continue without her,” 
former Community Board 
Chairman Joe Conley said. 
“But the community will 
continue on and be better 
for her. She really was a gi-
ant in the community. Her 
door was always open and 
you always had a seat at the 
table with her.”

Gavin was a longtime 
Forest Hills resident, but 
the late civic leader Luke 
Adams would often say 
“that woman is Sunny-
side.” The two of them were 
responsible for restoring 
the iconic Sunnyside Arch 
in 2005 after it had fallen 
into disrepair. 

Seth Bornstein, the 
executive director of the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, came 
to know Gavin during the 
restoration and they had 
remained close friends ever 
since.

“She was the most gra-
cious, incredible woman in 
all of Queens,” he said.

Gavin was also the first 
woman inducted into the Ki-
wanis Club and she served 
as  president and chair of 
the Sunnyside Chamber of 
Commerce. She was also a 
supporter of the Sunnyside 
Drum Corps.

“Lily would always say 
bring the kids in, I’ll cook 
them spaghetti,” Drum 
Corps founder Tony Lana 
said about her reign at 
Dazie’s . “She was a moth-
erly figure in all of our 
lives, always asking what 
she could do to help. Many 
don’t know this ,but she was 
a waitress there and she 

saved up enough to buy it 
and later expand it. What a 
loss for the community.”

Gavin was also honor-
ary director of the LaGuar-
dia Community College 
Foundation and served as 
a trustee of the Queens Li-
brary.

“I’m truly saddened to 
hear of the passing of Lily 
Gavin and I want to extend 
my heartfelt condolences 
to her family during this 
very difficult time,” U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “For 
decades, Lily’s incredible 
presence was deeply appre-
ciated throughout the Sun-
nyside community. She was 
more than just the owner of 
a beloved local restaurant. 
Lily believed in giving back 
to the neighborhood and 
working to make Queens 
an even better place to live. 
She was a dear friend, a 
confidant, a mentor and 
conciliator. Her impact will 
continue to be felt and she 
will be sorely missed.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
and his husband Dan Hen-
drick were frequent cus-
tomers.

“For decades, the name 
Lily Gavin has been syn-
onymous with Sunnyside,” 
Van Bramer said. “Lily 
didn’t just own Dazie’s 
fine Italian restaurant on 
Queens Boulevard -- she 
presided over it with love 
and care for all who dined 

there. And if her interest 
in the neighborhood ended 
at the entrance to Dazie’s, 
she’d still be a legend. But it 
didn’t end there, of course. 
Lily was a force in just 
about every commercial, 
civic and political event in 
Sunnyside for so long, that 
few can remember a time 
before Lily and Dazie’s.”

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said 
Gavin was much more than 
a restaurant owner.

“She was an influential 
figure who contributed to 
the character of Sunnyside 
and will be deeply missed,” 
he said. “Lily was greatly 
admired by our Sunnyside 
community and her memo-
ry will always be with us.”

Dorothy Morehead, a 
longtime Sunnyside Gar-
dens real estate broker and 
member of Community 
Board 2 for more than two 
decades, knew Lily Gavin 
hadn’t been doing well for 
some time.

“I feel like I knew Lily 
for a million years,” she 
said. “She has been a pillar 
of the community around 
here for so many decades, 
and I might add, her res-
taurant has the best Italian 
food in the entire neighbor-
hood.”

Gavin’s wake will be 
held just a few blocks from 
her restaurant at Lynch’s 
Funeral Home, located at 
43-07 Queens Blvd., Satur-
day and Sunday between 2 
p.m. and  5 p.m. and 7 p.m.  
and 9 p.m. Her funeral will 
be at Queens of Martyrs 
Monday at 11 p.m. at 110-
06 Queens Blvd. in Forest 
Hills.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family has requested that 
contributions be made to 
the LaGuardia Community 
College Foundation, at 31-10 
Thomson Ave. Room #E508, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Please indicate that the gift 
is for the Lily Gavin Schol-
arship Fund.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Sunnyside mourns loss 
of civic leader Lily Gavin

LILY GAVIN
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WE TAKING LENDING PERSONALLY.

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
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at QsideFCU.org

At Qside, our members are people, not processing numbers. 
By borrowing from a community credit union, you not only get 
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for paying off your loan.

Mortgages  |  Home Equity Loans & HELOCs  |  Auto Loans 
Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 
Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

Resorts World Casino plots major expansion
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Resorts World Casino 
New York is proposing a 
massive expansion to its 
site at the Aqueduct Race-
track that could cost any-
where between $300 mil-
lion and $500 million. The 
expansion would include 
a new hotel, meeting areas 
and other amenities.

The project is currently 
in the pre-development 
stage, but Resorts World 
is hoping to break ground 
on the new facilities and 
improvements by fall of 
this year, a spokesman for 
the company said. Michael 
Levoff, the senior vice 
president of public affairs 
for Genting Americas, the 
owner of the casino prop-
erty, said the new construc-
tion would lead to an even-
tual boon for New York’s 
education system, which 
receives funds generated 
by casino revenue.

“This new expansion, 

and its corresponding in-
crease in visitation to our 
facility, will result in a 
boost in revenue for both 
New York’s education fund 
and the state’s horse racing 
industry—while also acting 
as a catalyst for additional 
economic development in 
our local Queens commu-
nity,” he said. “Beyond pro-
viding additional revenue, 
this expansion will also add 
approximately 1,500 good-
paying careers for New 
Yorkers and thousands of 
construction jobs.”

The proposed expansion 
would take place on the 
west side of Resorts World 
Casino. The area currently 
includes only parking, so 
construction will not sig-
nificantly disturb the day-
to-day operations of the 
casino. Future amenities 
were also being considered, 
including additional hotels, 
an entertainment venue 
and more retail space. 

State Sen. Joseph P. 

Addabbo, Jr. (D-Howard 
Beach) said he was optimis-
tic about the potential ex-
pansion from what he had 
heard and looked forward 
to hearing more details 
about the proposal.

“Whenever we look at 
something this large, you 
need to look at the details, 
but I immediately saw 
jobs,” he said. He also liked 
the fact that the new ame-
nities would not be solely 
related to casino-related 
activities.

“You don’t have to be a 
gambler or a gamer. There 
will be a spa, more food. 
There’s something hopeful-
ly there for everyone,” he 
said. “It becomes a destina-
tion where Resorts World 
can look at a customer 
and instead of hours spent 
there, they can look at days 
spent there.”

Resorts World opened in 
2011 and is the only operat-
ing casino within the New 
York City limits.

Resorts World Casino hopes to break ground this fall on a massive expansion to its grounds at the 
Aqueduct Racetrack, including a new hotel and other amenties.  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Three business improve-
ment districts in downtown 
Jamaica are considering 
unification, as one of the 
three BIDs in the area re-
ported strong growth and 
heavy development in the 
district at its annual meet-
ing.

The Jamaica Center BID, 
which is the largest BID in 
Queens and includes 27 re-
tailers and several cultural 
institutions, presented the 
report to board members 
and elected officials at the 
Harvest Room in downtown 
Jamaica June 28.

Exploring the possibil-
ity of a unification between 
the Jamaica Center BID 
and the Sutphin Boulevard 
and 165th Street BIDs is 
one of the 26 proposed ac-
tions in the Jamaica NOW 

Action Plan, spearheaded 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz to spur 
commercial and economic 
growth in the area.

“We remember that we 
want to make sure the jobs, 
the homes and the schools 
that come into this area are 
representing this commu-
nity,” state Assemblywom-
an Alicia Hyndman (D-
Springfield Gardens) said 
during the meeting. “For 
those who grew up here, 
like I did, to see this area 
flourish is a joy to me.”

The meeting covered 
the successes during the 
past year, including the 
launch of the Jamaica Start 
Fund, which plans to part-
ner local innovators with 
resources to develop their 
ideas; the opening of the 
Jameco Exchange art exhi-

bition, which is run by New 
York arts nonprofit No Lon-
ger Empty; and the fifth an-
nual Jamaica Just My Style 
Fashion Event.

Meredith Marshall, 
the managing partner and 
co-founder of BRP Devel-
opment, offered the key-
note address. BRP is the 
developer of The Crossing 
at Jamaica Station, a new 
740,000-square foot-project 
located near the Sutphin 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion. The building will 
include 300 underground 
parking spaces and 580 
units of mixed-income af-
fordable housing. He said 
the opportunity to develop 
property in Jamaica ex-
panded with neighborhood 
rezoning in 2007, but prog-
ress has been stymied by 
the economic downturn 
one year later.

“It’s a tremendous area 
to build, but no one’s built 
before,” he said. “We’re 
going to bring what other 
neighborhoods have to Ja-
maica.”

The BID also presented 
awards to David Codring-
ton, the showroom manager 
at Raymour and Flanigan; 
Applebee’s General Manag-
er Oneco Forbes; and Cul-
tural Collaborative Jamai-
ca Executive Director Tyra 
Emerson for their work in 
the community.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

The White House has 
awarded LaGuardia Com-
munity College a $3.9 mil-
lion grant to provide free 
tech industry training for 
at-risk and disadvantaged 
young people, ages 17 to 
29. 

One of just 39 programs 
in 24 states nationwide, 
and one of only two in New 
York City, the grant is part 
of TechHire, a $150 million 
initiative by the Obama 
administration and the 
U.S. Department of Labor 
to train individuals in 
coding, software develop-
ment, systems manage-
ment and other in-demand 
high-tech specialty area.

“Being selected by the 
White House and the U.S. 
Department of Labor for 
this highly competitive 
TechHire grant, which re-
flects our understanding 
of the fast-evolving needs 
of the tech industry and 
our dedication to helping 
people get out of poverty 
and into the middle class 
through education, is very 
gratifying,” LaGuardia 
Community College Presi-
dent Gail O. Mellow said.

The LaGuardia pro-
gram, known as TechIM-
PACT, will offer acceler-
ated tech training for 
more than 300 low-income 
young adults over the next 
three years, in partner-
ship with General Assem-
bly , Udacity, and Software 

Guild, with tools created 
by industry experts at 
large tech companies like 
Google and Facebook. The 
training will be provided 
at no cost to the partici-
pants.

“There are more than 
600,000 IT jobs in the U.S. 
open today, and tech jobs 
pay  1 1/2 times the aver-
age wage of a private sec-
tor job,” General Assem-
bly CEO Jake Schwatrz 
said. “TechIMPACT is 
about creating pathways 
toward a high paying job 
for a population that has 
been boxed-out of the tech 
industry. We are excited 
for the opportunity to help 
build a more diverse tal-
ent pipeline.”

Training will focus on 
in-demand skills, includ-
ing Web development, 
Java, and computer net-
work support, informed by 
the NYC Tech Talent Pipe-
line through LinkedIn’s 
first-ever analysis of the 
city’s 3.1 million LinkedIn 

members.
“Our experts will pro-

vide training in coding, a 
skill that’s an integral part 
of today’s job market,” The 
Software Guild Chief Aca-
demic Officer Eric Wise 
said. “We look forward to 
helping students who have 
the drive to succeed but 
not always the necessary 
economic support to learn 
these valuable skills.”

In addition to receiving 
a foundation in digital and 
tech literacy, participants 
will have access to career 
planning, free Metro-
Cards, child care services, 
mentors and other sup-
port services to help keep 
them on track towards 
completing the program 
and help them address any 
life challenges that arise 
before they force them to 
drop out. TechIMPACT 
will team with partners 
to help graduates find 
paid internships with par-
ticipating employers from 
IBM to small businesses.

BIDs consider uniting
Jamaica Center presents annual report on district

White House awards grant
for tech at LaGuardia CC

Meredith Marshall of BRP Development speaks before the annual 
meeting of the Jamaica Center Business Improvement District at 
The Harvest Room in Jamaica. Photo by Walter Karling

LaGuardia Community College is awarded a $3.9 million feder-
al grant to train at-risk, disadvantaged young people for tech 
jobs. Courtesy LaGuardia Community College
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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The teen lounge at 64-
05 Yellowstone Blvd. was 
a place where many immi-
grant families were able to 
get help for their children, 
whether it was learning 
how to be a community 
leader through workshops 
or seeking counsel from 
mental health profession-
als. The lounge had a rota-
tion of about 55 students 
per week who came in for 
college prep, Bukharian 
leadership workshops and 
recreational activities like 
cooking classes. 

This year the JCCA 

board reviewed all of the 
30-plus programs it ran in 
the greater New York area 
and Westchester. They de-
cided the Bukharian teen 
lounge was one out of three 
programs under the JCCA 
that were not sustainable. 

The other two programs, 
the Forest Hills Child Care 
Center and Family Child 
Care, have been closed for 
several months. 

Sandy Katz, vice presi-
dent of services for the Jew-
ish Community, said the 
JCCA organization is 200 
years old and though these 
programs are no longer of-
fered in Queens, the JCCA 
plans to continue providing 
for needy, vulnerable and 

at-risk children for another 
200 years. 

The funding for the teen 
lounge came from a vari-
ety of sources. The lounge 
applied for grants, money 
from the state and the City 
Council as well as private 
donations, but the balance 
of  the costs were subsi-
dized by the JCCA. 

“We decreased staff and 
costs to try to alleviate the 
financial burden,” Katz 
said. “Client need has de-
creased. The board had to 
look at this.” 

 Katz said the Bukhar-
ian community had been 
made up of new immi-
grants from the former 
Soviet Union about 15 to 20 

years ago. But today’s teens 
are American-born and are 
finding less need for the 
lounge as they acclimate 
and use the city Depart-
ment of Ed services and 
other sources found within 
their own Bukharian ranks 
to help themselves. While 
the lounge itself is closing, 
two of the programs offered 
there will still exist, tak-
ing form at New York City 
public schools as well as 
private Jewish day schools. 
These programs will keep 
its staff, like the counselors 
at “Partners in Caring” or 
the UJA funded Kew Gar-
den Hills Youth program, 
run by Rabbi Jinian. Part-
ners in Caring has been 

operating out of a variety 
of schools and community 
centers for three years. 

“They’re meeting the 
needs of their own commu-
nity now. We will still pro-
vide referrals for families 
who need assistance. We’re 
still here,” Katz said. 

Rafael Nektalov is the 
editor-in-chief of the Bukh-
arian Times and director 
of the Bukharian Congress 
in the United States and 
Canada. He also sat on 
the board of the Bukhar-
ian Teen Lounge. Nektalov 
said he  as well as the com-
munity felt very apprecia-
tive of the lounge and that 
he wanted to thank Bella 
Zelkin, the director of emi-

gre services, an influential 
leader who was phased out 
in the months approach-
ing the lounge’s closing. 
He said the organization 
helped many immigrant 
families — both practicing 
and secular Jews — who 
came to the United States, 
where they had financial 
problems and lived without 
health insurance.

“We organized fund-
raising for them. We did 
this because it was good for 
our community. They [the 
lounge] helped not only Jew-
ish people, but many immi-
grant people from Central 
Asia and they never asked 
about their identities or who 
they were,” Nektalov said. 

ment is encouraging large 
groups to come and hold 
events, creating a revolving 
door of unknown groups of 
people. Using this home 
that way is completely un-
acceptable,” Avella said.

Maria Becce, vice presi-
dent of the Broadway Flush-

ing Homeowners’ Associa-
tion, said the listing first 
came to their attention in 
March and a letter was is-
sued to the owner explaining 
they would see to it that the 
zoning would be enforced. 
The listing was taken down, 
but only temporarily.

“The Broadway Flush-
ing Homeowners’ Associa-
tion will remain vigilant 
and we will make sure the 

city protects our zoning.  
We will go to court and use 
our own funds to enforce 
the covenant, and please 
remove the listing from 
Airbnb,” said Becce, who 
added that lawyers from 
the association have issued 
a cease-and-desist letter to 
be delivered to the owner of 
the house.

The Airbnb listing 
boasts nearby attractions 

such as Citi Field and the 
nearby LIRR station 20 
minutes from Manhattan 
and adds, “Large group/
events are welcome!”

Avella said he has re-
quested that the DOB en-
force the zoning code as 
well as make contact with 
Airbnb to have the listing 
removed once more. He and 
Becce contend the house 
qualifies as an illegal ho-

tel with an absentee hom-
eowner.

“The Department of 
Buildings is the most in-
competent and corrupt 
agency in the history of 
this city. They take in more 
money than they spend 
to operate. They gener-
ate revenue for the city of 
New York. All they would 
have to do is take some of 
that money and hire more 

inspectors,” Avella said, 
explaining how problems 
within the department are 
not just financial, but sys-
temic. “One of the main re-
sponsibilities of the DOB is 
to help maintain the exist-
ing housing stock. The oth-
er responsibility, which is a 
huge conflict of interest, is 
to promote development.”

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Lounge

Airbnb

Catholic Cemeteries provides families with a sacred and 
permanent caring place for the cremated body of a loved one.

St. John

St. John

Mount St. Mary

Holy Cross

Indoor/Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

I 
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REPARE A PLACE FO
R
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CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Please mail to:

NYP 7/10/16

As indicated, please call or send me my FREE informational packet. I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

Mount St. Mary (718) 353-1560
Flushing, NY

Holy Cross (718) 284-4520
Brooklyn, NY

St. John (718) 894-4888
Middle Village, NY

I am interested in

Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________City ______________________State___________Zip___________
Phone___________________________Best Time to call ______________________Email_______________

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting 
one of our counselors.

www.ccbklyn.org

Over 150 years cemetery 
experience.
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Th ree Holy Cross Baseball Players Named All-League in 
Diocese of Brooklyn First and Second Teams

Not one, not two, but three Holy Cross baseball players were named 
2016 ALL-LEAGUE players for their outstanding performance on 
the fi eld.

Under the direction of Coach Steve Adams, recent graduate, Shawn 
Harrison, and Class of 2017 seniors, James Minolts, and Patrick 
Morrissey are now a part of the Diocese of Brooklyn-Queens fi rst 
and second all-league teams.

COACH’S CORNER SNAPSHOT
Shawn Harrison, Pitcher + Class of 2016
Second Team
Shawn was 3-2 with 31Ks in 33 innings pitched.  He allowed only 
16 hits and one earned run all season to end the year with a .21 era, 
which is good for 3rd in the State according to Max Preps.  Moving 
forward, Shawn will play college baseball at Illinois 
Central College

James Minolts, Second Base + 2017 Senior
Second Team
James hit .400 for the year (.439 in league games) to lead the team. 
His 26 hits were a team high.  James drove-in 10 runs and scored
11; he walked 14 times for a .530 on-base percentage.  James is very 
solid, defensively, and started in all 18 league games. 

Patrick Morrissey, Pitcher + 2017 Senior
First Team
Patrick went 8-2 while striking out 99 batters in 64 innings.  He also 
only allowed 28 hits all season.  Additionally, Patrick had a .886 era 
and threw a no-hitter with 17Ks earlier this season while playing 
Christ the King in April.  Most recently, Patrick made the 2016 All-
New York City Second Team!

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL-DONE!
LET’S GO KNIGHTS!

Leading Young Men into Manhood – Now and Always

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11358
Tel: (718) 886-7250

www.holycrosshs.org

BY MARK HALLUM

Bell Plaza Sports Club 
issued a letter to its mem-
bers informing them they 
would have to find a new 
gym June 28. The fitness fa-
cility, located at 45-58 Bell 
Blvd., had been in Bayside 
for 30 years, and its closing 
two days later shocked the 
community.

According to the letter, 
owners had arranged with 
24 Hour Fitness at 245-24 
Horace Harding Express-
way in Little Neck to honor 
the membership costs and 
prepaid fees of Bell Plaza. 
Certain members will even 
receive 24 Hour Fitness’s 
Ultra-Sport access, an $85 
deal, for the original cost of 
membership at the Bayside 
facility.

“While Bell Plaza has 
been a special ‘community’ 
club for over 30 years, we’re 
confident that you will 
find yourself at home at 24 
Hour Fitness and be able 

to achieve whatever fitness 
goals you set for yourself,” 
the notification of closure 
said. “They are focused on 
their members, and with 
cutting edge programming, 
they can keep you engaged 
and give you many more op-
tions than we were able to 
offer. It has been a pleasure 
to have served you, and we 
humbly thank you for your 
patronage.”

A spokesman for City 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) said the notice 
came two days prior to clos-
ing because the lease on the 
three-story space rented by 
Bell Plaza was abruptly 
canceled. Movers were at 
the location on Tuesday 
rolling treadmills down 
ramps and into trucks to be 
taken away.

Former staff members 
could not be reached for 
comment, but one employ-
ee, Michael Constantinou, 
described on Facebook the 
shock and confusion of cus-

tomers who walked in to 
find the gym, which they 
had loved and been going 
to for years, shutting down. 
Constantinou, who had 
worked at Bell Plaza for a 
year, found out the gym was 
closing on the same day it 
was scheduled to, according 
to the social media post. He 
arrived for his shift on the 
June 30 and found himself 
trying to calm members 
who were not aware of the 
closing either. Constanti-
nou said the gym was well 
loved and understood why 
customers were angry.

According to the spokes-
man and Vallone’s spokes-
man said there was no word 
on what will be taking the 
three-story commercial 
space where Bell Plaza 
used to be.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Bell Plaza Sports Club closes after 30 years

Bell Plaza Sports Club is diverting its members to 24 Hour Fitness in Little Neck after abruptly shut-
ting down all operations. Photo by Michael Shain 
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cords between 1991 and 
1998 and the group filmed 
the 1993 music video for 
“Check the Rhime” at the 
dry cleaners.

Taylor died of complica-
tions from diabetes March 
22. He was 45 years old and 
grew up in St. Albans. He 
was honored with a memo-
rial service at St. Albans 
Memorial Park.

The mural was de-
signed by artist Vincent 
Ballentine and was cre-
ated over a three-day peri-
od. Leroy McCarthy of the 
group Honoring Hip Hop 
In NYC estimated that the 
total cost would have been 
$7,000, but after people 
donated time and materi-
als and a GoFundMe cam-
paign, the job was complet-
ed for $1,500. 

McCarthy called a cer-
emony Saturday honoring 
the completion of the mural 
“joyous.”

Other attendees in-
cluded state Assembly-
woman Alicia Hyndman 
(D-Springfield Gardens) 
and state Sen. Leroy Com-

rie (D-Hollis). Hyndman is 
also one of several elected 
officials and community 
members interested in Mc-
Carthy’s push to turn a part 
of St. Albans Park into the 
“Malik Taylor Phife Dawg 
Park,” as a place for com-
munity residents to walk 
their dogs. 

Hyndman said the area 
surrounding St. Albans 
Park included many dog 
owners, and said that she 
loved the concept.

“There’s a need for it,” 
she said. “I think it’s a great 
idea as long as the commu-
nity is on board.”

McCarthy is trying to 
raise funds for the pro-
posed dog park and has 
reached out to the New 
York Mets and other elect-
ed officials. 

Hyndman said projects 
like the mural, the dog 
park and a proposed street 
renaming of Linden Bou-
levard between 192nd and 
193rd streets to “A Tribe 
Called Quest Boulevard” 
were important to keep 
knowledge of Phife Dawg 
present in future genera-
tions.

Continued from Page 1 

Mural
Both men called on the 

city to lift the variances 
and stop construction 
from going ahead. Gary 
LaBarbera, the president 
of the Building and Con-
struction Trades Coun-
cil of Greater New York, 
thought their might be a 
“protocol where the vari-
ance could be lifted,” but 
he was not sure.

City Hall said there is 
no recourse because there 
is nothing legally binding. 

“Developers should 
honor agreements they 
make with Council mem-
bers as part of the ULURP 
process,” mayoral spokes-
man Austin Finan said.

In a deal brokered by 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), Wolkoff agreed to 
several major givebacks in 
order to secure the special 
permit from the City Coun-
cil that would allow him to 
build a 41-story tower and 
a 47-story tower, which 
would enable him to build 
an additional 400 units. He 

agreed to increase afford-
able units from 75 to 210 
and he committed to build-
ing and staffing the build-
ing with 100 percent union 
workers.

“We offered him a Proj-
ect Labor Agreement and 
he didn’t want to sign it.  
He thought he could do 
better without an agree-
ment,” LaBarbera said. 
“But we shook hands and 
he gave me his word. He 
committed that it would be 
a union job. Obviously his 
word means nothing.”

Wolkoff said he would 
never sign a PLA because 
it would increase the cost 
of the project by $30 mil-
lion to $40 million.

“Look, I’ve got noth-
ing against the unions, 
believe me, but it has to 
make sense. I have to be 
able to build at an afford-
able cost,” Wolkoff said. 
“I wouldn’t sign a PLA 
that would let them tell 
me who to hire and who to 
fire. In this game, you’ve 
got a few chiefs and a lot of 
Indians when it comes to 
the unions. Say you’ve got 
a job for 40 workers and 
they’ll bring eight super-

visors just to watch them. 
It gets silly and remember, 
I’ve got to build all those 
extra affordable units.”

Corrigan’s Local 212 
had made tremendous re-
ductions in cost with its 
offer that would have still 
paid union workers full 
wage.

“This would have been 
a tremendous asset for 
Wolkoff and the Queens 
community because he 
would have been using 
Queens workers,” he said. 
“Instead he’s not employ-
ing workers from Queens 
or the other boroughs, he’s 
bringing them in from 
Long Island.”

LaBarbera said Wolkoff 
opted to use lower-waged 
non-union workers who 
have no training and work 
in unsafe conditions.

“He’s clearly an irre-
sponsible developer,” La-
Barbera said. 

Wolkoff disagreed.
“Untrained, you think 

I’d use untrained work-
ers? That’s nuts. These are 
good workers,” Wolkoff 
said, “Look, I’m not 
against Gary, he’s a ter-
rific guy, but he works for 

those unions. What else is 
he going to say? Look, this 
is the world we live in now 
and they’ve got to rethink 
the way things are done. 
You can’t do things the 
way you did them 20 or 30 
years ago.”

Wolkoff claims he 
never made a handshake 
agreement and in a letter 
to Van Bramer on Oct.1, 
2013 Wolkoff wrote of his 
“intention to engage con-
tractors which employ in-
dividuals represented by 
labor unions.”

Van Bramer is attempt-
ing to bring Wolkoff and 
LaBarbera together.

“I’m proud to have been 
raised in a union house-
hold. My father was union. 
My mother was union. My 
stepfather was union. So it 
should come as no surprise 
that I support labor and 
working men and women,” 
Van Bramer said. “I have 
been made aware of issues 
at this site which concern 
me. I’ve been asked to help 
to try and bring all sides 
together in an attempt to 
address these issues. This 
is something I’m actively 
working on.” 

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Join Us for the

EUROCUP

at Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Come  Watch  the 
Eurocup  Games
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD

DURING ALL GERMANY GAMES
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