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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The recent spate of police vio-

lence, including the shooting in 
Dallas, has black residents in 
Queens on edge. 

State Sen. James Sanders (D-
South Ozone Park) and state As-
sembly candidate Clyde Vanel, 

who has a law office in  , took the 
opportunity to organize commu-
nity meetings to discuss ways to 
make peaceful and meaningful 
change. Those who attended the 
meetings expressed fears for the 
safety of their children, while 
some told horror stories of loved 
ones they had lost to police shoot-

ings.  
At LIFE Camp, a violence-

prevention center founded by 
youth advocate and human rights 
activist Erica Ford in Jamaica, 
Sanders hosted a discussion on 
stopping the violence.  It turned 
heated as residents explored top-
ics which brought some partici-

pants close to tears and rage. One 
mother whose son was shot by 
police officers spoke loudly about 
her experience and defied Sand-
ers when he called for order in the 
meeting. She was soon escorted 
out before the situation could es-
calate.

 “Now we have an encounter 
with the police, and at the end of 
that encounter, we are dead. The 
encounter is usually something 
minor - broken headlight, tail-
light - something minor,” Sanders 
said. “And yet something terribly 
goes wrong, and we end up dead. 
I saw a poster that said, ‘The vio-
lence is not new. The camera is 
new.’”

Sanders called for police re-
form and listened intently to at-
tendees as they offered solutions 
to racism within law enforce-
ment. There was agreement pn 
further use of police body cams 
as well as an independent third-
party monitoring of the footage 
to prevent tampering. Other sug-
gestions included educating com-
munity members on their legal 
rights and the proper way to file 
complaints of police misconduct , 
as well as having a say in what 

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 4

Lily Gavin remembered
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

As the Democratic primary for New York’s 
3rd Congressional District unfolded over the 
past months and concluded with a victory for 
former Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi, a 
Republican primary fight has been brewing, as 

Pall bearers carry Lily Gavin's casket to 
a waiting hearse following her funeral at 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs in Forest Hills. 

Photo by Bill Parry

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly a thousand 
people paid their respects 
to Lily Gavin at Lynch’s 
Funeral Home in Sunny-
side over the weekend. On 
Monday morning a long fu-
neral procession, led by of-

ficers of the 108th Precinct, 
carried her casket west on 
Queens Boulevard, past 
Dazie’s her restaurant for 
more than 40 years.

The 85-year-old, who 
died July 6 after a long 
illness, was then driven 
through the streets of 

Sunnyside and east on the 
boulevard to her funeral 
mass at Our Lady Queens 
of Martyrs in Forest Hills,  
the community where she 
was a longtime resident.

Her grandson Chris-
topher spoke for the fam-

Queens, too, mourns after the racially charged violence acoss the country last week at a candlelight vigil for peace in 
Rufus King Park in Jamaica.  Photo by Jessica Bal

BY MARK HALLUM

The city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection is explor-
ing the possibility of installing 
bioswales, or rain gardens, in 
Flushing neighborhoods to com-
bat flooding, ease overburdened 
portions of the storm sewer sys-
tem and clean up waterways af-
fected by runoff such as Flushing 
Creek and Flushing Bay. 

One resident in Murray Hill, 
however, is concerned that the 
green infrastructure project will 
contribute to basement flooding 
in the neighborhood, which he 
says is one of the lowest points in 
Flushing.

Bioswales are roadside gar-
dens with exceptionally porous 
soil. They are commonly in-
stalled in neighborhoods with 
inconsistent natural water runoff 
and with city drainage and sewer 
systems that are overburdened 
with rainwater in the wet season. 
According to the DEP, too much 
water draining through storm 
sewers is a contributing factor to 
poor water quality along water-

City explores 
bioswales to 

fi ght fl ooding

GOP primary possible 
in Israel seat race

Queens seeks peaceful solutions
Sanders hosts community meeting to let residents express fears over violence

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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3Electeds go after JetBlue over pay
 Airline accused of shelling out ‘poverty wages’ to workers, many of whom live in borough

BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials in west-
ern Queens are turning 
up the heat on Long Island 
City-based JetBlue for pay-
ing airport workers low 
wages. 

On Monday, more than 
100 airport workers and res-
idents from neighborhoods 
surrounding LaGuardia 
Airport attended a town 
hall meeting at the Jackson 
Heights Jewish Center and 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
led a rally Wednesday at 
JetBlue’s headquarters in 
Long Island City.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) called 
the town hall meeting to 
discuss two of JetBlue’s 
subcontractors, Roma and 
Primeflight, which they 
say pay their workers low 
wages with little or no ben-
efits.

“JetBlue has ads up all 

over the city that say ‘Jet-
Blue lives NY,’ but the pov-
erty wages that the airline 
allows its subcontractors 
to pay are causing many 
residents of Queens to live 
in poverty,” Peralta said. 
“New York’s hometown 
airline needs to be good to 
New Yorkers. Years ago an 
airport job meant a decent 

salary, but, unfortunately, 
this is not the case any-
more. A lot of airport work-
ers struggle to make ends 
meet, at times having to 
decide between paying the 
rent and putting food on 
the table. It is my hope that 
some of the profits the air-
lines make will stay with 
the workers and with our 

neighborhoods.”
Corona’s Josefa Ha-

ciano, a terminal cleaner 
at JetBlue’s JFK terminal, 
has worked for subcontrac-
tor Roma for the last eight 
years.

“I live in Queens and 
I don’t make enough to 
pay the rent and buy food, 
let alone invest time or 

money in my community,” 
he said. “This isn’t only 
about airport workers.  
The way Roma treats us af-
fects me, my family and my 
whole community. JetBlue 
shouldn’t let that happen.”

On Wednesday, 30 air-
port workers and 32BJ 
members rallied with Van 
Bramer outside JetBlue’s 
corporate headquarters at 
Queens Plaza North. They 
complain that most airport 
workers live in the neigh-
borhoods that surround 
LaGuardia and JFK, giv-
ing many Queens locales a 
concentration of poverty-
stricken residents.

“My mother, father and 
stepfather were all union 
members, and because of 
this, they were able to have 
jobs with living wages and 
benefits to support out 
family,” Van Bramer said. 
“That’s why I’m standing 
with airport workers and 
32BJ SEIU in their fight for 
better wages and working 
conditions.”

Van Bramer is no 
stranger to the plight of 
the airport workers. He 
has attended many of the 
rallies and marches, and 
was arrested for civil dis-
obedience in 2014, when 
protesters closed the 94th 
Street Bridge approach to 
LaGuardia with a sit-in.

Van Bramer and some 
of the workers went into 
the headquarters with pe-
titions demanding to see 
JetBlue CEO Robin Hayes. 
Hayes was not available so 
they asked for a meeting in 
the future.

“JetBlue made record 
profits last year,” Van 
Bramer said. “If they wish 
to be New York City’s Home-
town Airline, they should 
make sure this bounty is 
reflected in higher wages.”

JetBlue did not com-
ment.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY MARK HALLUM

An Airbnb listing in 
Broadway-Flushing had 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and residents up 
in arms over zoning viola-
tions at a July 1 news con-
ference. Now Avella has 
issued a letter to the city 
Department of Buildings 
demanding that the agency 
enforce the law requiring 
single-family dwellings and 
non-commercial use within 
the neighborhood.

The house, located at 
35-32 159th St., is listed 
on Airbnb advertising six 
rooms, with the entire 
house accommodating up to 
13 people. There is also an 
illegal renter in one of the 
upstairs bedrooms and the 
listing encourages group 
parties and events, accord-
ing to Avella. The owner 
has been reluctant to com-
ply with the R1-2A zoning 

and has not responded to 
complaints from the com-
munity. 

“This listing needs to be 
removed immediately,for 
blatant disrespect of a 
community that has taken 
many actions to ensure 
their neighborhood re-
mains a quiet, one-family 
residential place to live and 
raise a family,” Avella said 
in the letter.

Maria Becce, vice presi-
dent of the Broadway Flush-
ing Homeowners’ Associa-
tion, addressed the small 
crowd which gathered at 
the July 1 news conference 
 in front of the house where 
the controversial listing 
operates.

“The Broadway Flush-
ing Homeowners’ Associa-
tion will remain vigilant 
and we will make sure the 
city protects our zoning. 
We will go to court and use 
our own funds to enforce 

the covenant, and please 
remove the listing from 
Airbnb,” said Becce.

Becce said guests at the 
house listed, which Avella 
calls an “illegal hotel,” have 
overburdened the street 
with parked vehicles and 
strangers who come and 
go, as well as violating the 
Rickert-Finlay Covenant, 
which prohibits business, 
manufacturing or commer-
cial use of property within 
the neighborhood.

“The Department of 
Buildings is the most in-
competent and corrupt 
agency in the history of 
this city. They take in more 
money than they spend 
to operate. They generate 
revenue for the city of New 
York. All they would have 
to do is take some of that 
money and hire more in-
spectors,” Avella said  at the 
news conference, explain-
ing that the issues within 

the DOB are not only finan-
cial but systemic. “One of 
the main responsibilities of 
the DOB is to help maintain 
the existing housing stock. 
The other responsibility, 
which is a huge conflict of 

interest, is to promote de-
velopment.”

The listing was once 
taken down by Airbnb, but 
was up and running again 
a week prior to the news 
conference, illustrating the 

lack of oversight on behalf 
of the website, Avella said.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Avella demands DOB enforce laws to thwart Airbnb

State Sen. Tony Avella issued a letter to the DOB calling on them to enforce single-family zoning laws 
in a Broadway-Flushing neighborhood where an Airbnb listing has residents up in arms. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c) and Councilman Daniel Dromm called a community meeting to discuss the 
low wages paid to airport workers by JetBlue subcontractors. Phot by Bill Parry
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ways in Queens. 
The project proposed 

for Flushing is still in the 
screening phase, with De-
partment of Design and 
Construction employees 
marking sidewalks and 
roadways with conditions 
which would benefit from 
the installation of rain gar-
dens. 

Joseph Branzetti, presi-

dent of Friends of Fort 
Totten Parks, noticed city 
employees marking pave-
ment in Murray Hill on 
165th Street between 32nd 
and 33rd avenues. When 
he asked about the project, 
he was handed an infor-
mational pamphlet about 
bioswales. The concern for 
Branzetti is that rain gar-
dens will be installed in 
front homes without any in-
put from homeowners, and 
basement flooding would 
result from water being 

stored underground.
Flooded basements 

are not an unusual occur-
rence in Murray Hill, said 
Branzetti, who added that 
it is not  uncommon for 
residents in his low-lying 
neighborhood to have a 
water pump in their homes 
for just such situations. 
His fear is too much water 
could ruin basement water 
pumps and cost residents 
money.

BY MARK HALLUM

Ida Albert came to the 
United States at the age of 3 
and, like many immigrants 
today, settled with her fam-
ily in Astoria. 

The Astoria of Albert’s 
time, however, was mostly 
agricultural land. This il-
lustrates how much the 
borough has changed dur-
ing the life of the soon-to-be 
107-year-old Italian Ameri-
can and Bayside resident.

Ida, originally born 
“Aida” in Italy on Aug. 15, 
1909, is the third daughter 
of a farmer who leased a 
plot of land near Ditmars 
Boulevard before devel-
opers bought the site to 
build affordable housing. 
Albert’s father, Guisippi 
Del Pizzo, an Italian na-
tionalist, named three of 
his daughters after fellow 
Italian GiuseppeVerdi’s op-
eras.  He was forced to move 
the family to a farm in New 
Jersey, only to return to As-
toria after a few years. He 
later became ill with throat 
cancer and died at the age 
of 40.

Albert recalls her moth-
er Guiseppina and three 
sisters struggling to get by. 
At the age of 8, Albert was 
at work making fireworks 
for a man in New Jersey, 
who paid 50 cents per day 
and operated out of his ga-
rage. 

Albert’s oldest sister 
Mary, then only 11, did not 
qualify for her working 
papers, which required a 
minimum age of 14. But 
her mother convinced her 

school principal to lie about 
her age and she soon went 
work in an Astoria silk 
mill.

“In those days, silk was a 
big thing,” Albert recalled. 
“She ran four big looms. 
Then she brought my 
mother in and she taught 
my mother how to do that. 
And that’s how my mother 
raised us, — we were four 
girls.”

Albert would follow her 
oldest sister and mother 
into textile manufacturing 
as a seamstress within a 
few years. Because  she had 
to work, she never attended 
high school. Her youngest 
sister Violet died of tuber-
culosis at the age of 16.

In 1933, at the height 
of the Great Depression, 
Ida married Paul Albert, 
whose Italian surname, Al-
bergo, was changed by the 
nuns at the Catholic school 
he attended.

“The Depression in As-
toria, at that time, you were 
rationed off. You weren’t al-
lowed to go to the store and 
buy too much of anything,” 
Albert said, adding that she 
was one of the lucky few to 

have a job all through the 
economic standstill.

It was not until 1941 that 
Albert’s first son, Frank, 
was born. Her daughter, 
Lorraine, was born in 1944. 
During World War II, Paul 
Albert was not drafted be-
cause he had a family.

Ida’s family was once 
again displaced by develop-
ment in Astoria when the 
building they lived in was 
torn down to make way for 
the Triborough Bridge.

In the 1960s, Albert, 
along with her mother 
and son, bought a house in 
Bayside on 220th Street for 
$23,000.

Albert has two grand-
children, one of whom com-
mands an aircraft carrier 
in the U.S. Navy, and three 
great-grandchildren from 
her daughter Lorraine.

Albert talks about her 
life in Bayside as if nothing 
has changed in the 50 years 
she has been there, but she 
also mentions that in those 
years her son died at the age 
of 49, her husband died of a 
blood disease in 1983, and 
her section of the neighbor-
hood has evolved from a 
primarily Italian commu-
nity to a haven for Korean 
and Chinese immigrants.

At well over a century 
old, the only medications 
Albert currently takes are 
eye drops for glaucoma.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

Bayside woman prepares 
to celebrate turning 107

IDA ALBERT

Continued from Page 1 

Bioswales
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YOUR SOURCE  
FOR BACKYARD 
MAKEOVERS  
AND MORE

  Pavingstone System
 Natural Stone Choices
  Kitchens, Grill Modules,  
Pizza Ovens & Bars,  
Fireolaces & Fire Pits  
for Outdoor Rooms

  Poolside-Compatible  
Copings & Steps

  Professional Grade Wall  
System & Stairs

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above 
were installed in residential driveways in 2006 
(Photos taken in January 2010).

www.CambridgPavers.com

With ArmorTec®

Without ArmorTec®

718.478.2700
60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Far Rockaway resi-
dent has been charged 
with killing a woman after 
crashing into her car while 
fleeing from police, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. Court records 
show that the driver had 
been convicted of a similar 
incident in Nassau County 
in 1989.

Derrick Perkins, 50, was 
charged with murder, as-
sault, robbery and unlaw-
fully fleeing the police in 
a motor vehicle, according 
to the criminal complaint 
filed by the DA. The docu-
ment said that at around 
12:49 p.m. July 7, near 
216-19 Hempstead Ave. in 
Queens Village, Perkins 
approached a man and 
grabbed his own waistband, 
allegedly hinting that he 
had a weapon. He took the 
victim’s cell phone and fled 
the scene, according to the 
complaint.

He got into a 2004 BMW 
and left, pursued by an un-
marked police car with its 
sirens on. About 10 minutes 
after the robbery, Perkins 
allegedly ran a red light at 
the intersection of 225th 
Street and Linden Boule-
vard, still pursued by the 
police. Prosecutors said he 
slammed into the driver’s 
side of a Green Saturn driv-
en by Roxina J. Clayton of 
Laurelton. Police investiga-
tors said  Perkins was trav-
eling over 50 mph in a 25 
mph zone as his vehicle ap-

proached the intersection, 
according to the complaint.

 EMS workers pro-
nounced Clayton dead at 
the scene. A 29-year-old 
pedestrian was struck af-
ter the two cars collided, 
fracturing his leg. He was 
taken to a hospital and was 
awaiting results of surgery, 
according to the complaint. 
The DA said police found a 
cell phone inside the BMW 
after it was turned upright 
and the robbery victim 
identified the cell phone as 
his.

An additional investi-
gation found that Perkins’ 
driver’s license was revoked 
in 1988. Court records indi-
cate that he was convicted 
in Nassau County court of 
a similar incident in 1989, 
when he ran a red light in 
the midst of a high-speed 
chase, killing the driver of 
that car. He was scheduled 
to make an appearance in 
Queens Supreme Court on 
the current charges July 
22.

BY BILL PARRY

When the city installed 
a newsstand in Jackson 
Heights, it was so con-
troversial two lawmak-
ers want to make sure 
it doesn’t happen again. 
More than a dozen commu-
nity leaders joined state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) on the 
corner of 37th Avenue and 
76th Street, where the two 
announced they would in-
troduce legislation that 
would change the News-
stand Licensing Law.

“Right now city agen-
cies don’t have any discre-
tion to refuse the installa-
tion of newsstands if the 
applicant follows the mu-
nicipal criteria,” Peralta 
said. “All we are trying to 
do here is allowing the City 
Council to have the final 
word on the applications 
following the recommen-
dations of the community 
boards. In this particular 
case, for example, Queens 
Community Board 3 voted 
twice against the proposed 
location for the news-
stand, but the City ignored 
the recommendation and 
approved the application. 
The community said no, 
but the city went ahead 
and said yes. This bill will 
put the necessary mecha-
nisms in place to prevent 
this from happening.”

 Under current rules 
to get approval for a news-

stand, if the required spec-
ifications by the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs, 
the Department of Trans-
portation, and the Public 
Design Commission are 
met, the city must issue 
a vendor license. Peralta 
created a petition to de-
mand the city revoke the 
license issued by the DCA 
and the signatures will be 
delivered to City Hall.

“I have been working 
to prevent a newsstand in-
stallation at this location 
since 2011, when former 
Mayor Bloomberg first 
awarded a $1 billion con-
tract allowing for their 
placement anywhere the 
operators want,” Dromm 
said. “I believe that this 
site is totally inappropriate 
due to an existing problem 
with the sidewalk conges-
tion on 37th Avenue. Our 
communities need to have 

more of a voice. Therefore, 
I am introducing legisla-
tion that would require 
City Council approval for 
newsstands, just the way 
it is required for sidewalk 
cafes.”

Community Board 3 
Chairman Steve Kulhanek 
explained why applica-
tions for the newsstand 
were denied in 2011 and 
2014.

“Concerns included the 
general vehicular and pe-
destrian congestion of the 
location as well as the total 
lack of need of this sort of 
venture,” he said. “There 
are many nearby busi-
nesses that sell the exact 
same items. The Jewish 
Center of Jackson Heights 
is deeply offended by the 
siting of the newsstand 
next to their house of wor-
ship. We feel it appropriate 
for DCA to revoke the per-

mit, remove the structure 
and return the sidewalk to 
its previous condition.”

The newsstand is right 
in front of the Foodtown 
supermarket, just one 
block from PS 69.

“Each morning and 
afternoon the front of our 
store gets filled with many 
parents and children on 
their way to and from 
school and we don’t need 
more congestion than 
what already exists and a 
newsstand makes it that 
more crowded,” Foodtown 
owner Jason Ferreira 
said. “Our stores have 
been serving the commu-
nity for many years and 
the residents in the area 
agree. It’s unfair that the 
city and this vendor went 
against and around the 
will of the people. It defies 
the democratic process.”

City ignores CB3 call
Electeds call for twice rejected newsstand to be removed

Cambria Hts. chase 
ends in death, arrest

State Sen. Jose Peralta (l) and Councilman Daniel Dromm unveil legislation that would change the 
Newsstand Licensing Law. Photo by Bill Parry

Police investigate the after-
math of a crash in Cambria 
Heights that left one woman 
dead and a man injured. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED
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We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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ily saying his grandmother 
was a tomboy growing up on 
the Lower East Side. “Not 
afraid of heights, she would 
climb out on the ledge of 
her building to watch the 
city at night,” he said.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
her friend and confidant for 
32 years, eulogized Gavin, 
saying she had the smile of 
Cameron Diaz.

“She was just like a 
movie star, but she was our 
star,” he said. “She was the 
Queen of Sunnyside.”

Gavin was a waitress 
who saved her money and 
bought the restaurant in 
1972 and it soon became the 
center of Sunnyside com-
munity life. She went on to 
become the president and 
chairwoman of the Sunny-
side Chamber of Commerce 
and one of the first women 
to be installed in the Sun-
nyside Kiwanis Club. She 
was the founding director 
of the LaGuardia Commu-
nity College Foundation 
and sat on the board of the 

Sunnyside Shines business 
improvement district.

“She was not just a 
mother of five and a grand-
mother of five,” Crowley 
said. “She was a mother to 
all of Sunnyside.”

Gavin was involved 
deeply in Democratic poli-
tics, especially after the 
Donald Manes bribery 
scandal in 1986, when the 
five-time borough president 
resigned and killed himself 
days later.

“After the collapse of the 
Queens County Democratic 
Party Lily was a pillar of 
strength,” Crowley said. 
“She was our unsung hero 
during those tumultuous 
years -- everyone talked to 
Lily.”

   She went out of her 
way to support Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Long Island City), who 
became the youngest wom-
an elected to state office 
in 1984. When Nolan an-
nounced her campaign for 
re-election to the 37th Dis-
trict last week, she did it at 
Dazie’s Restaurant.

“The loss of the great, ir-
replaceable Lily Gavin will 

be felt in our hearts forev-
er,” Nolan said. “As a civic 
leader, Lily Gavin never 
said no to a needy cause. 
She gave generously of her 
time, her talents and her 
resources to all who asked 
and volunteered to help 
countless others. Lily al-
ways had a smile for those 
in trouble and an ear to all 
who needed someone to un-
derstand their problems. I 
personally benefitted from 
Lily’s wisdom many times 
over.  Her advice, her inspi-
ration, her brilliance, her 
beauty, her drive, her in-
credible personality were 
always phenomenal. I will 
miss her more than I can 
ever say.

Gavin’s smile graced 
the cover of her funeral 
program. On the back, 
there was a photo of her 
hero, Mother Teresa, with 
her quote, “In this life we 
cannot do great things, 
we can only do small 
things with great love.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Gavin
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Catholic Cemeteries provides families with a sacred and 
permanent caring place for the cremated body of a loved one.

St. John

St. John

Mount St. Mary

Holy Cross

Indoor/Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

I 
G

O
 T

O
 P

REPARE A PLACE FO
R

 Y
O

U

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Please mail to:

NYP 7/17/16

As indicated, please call or send me my FREE informational packet. I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

Mount St. Mary (718) 353-1560
Flushing, NY

Holy Cross (718) 284-4520
Brooklyn, NY

St. John (718) 894-4888
Middle Village, NY

I am interested in

Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________City ______________________State___________Zip___________
Phone___________________________Best Time to call ______________________Email_______________

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting 
one of our counselors.

www.ccbklyn.org

Over 150 years cemetery 
experience.

BY MARK HALLUM

Queens Courage gin dis-
tiller Chris Murillo held a 
tasting at historic Neir’s 
Tavern in Woodhaven last 
Friday showcasing his res-
urrection of a little known 
blend of the spirit by the 
name of “Old Tom’s.” As-
toria Distilling Company, 
located in Long Island City, 
is a start-up founded by 
Murillo who left his job as 
a corporate attorney to pur-
sue his dreams of making 
craft liquor. 

In August 2015, Queens 
Courage gin signed a lease 
to open a tasting room and 
production space at the Fal-
chi Building, located at 31-
00 47th Ave. in Long Island 
City, while officially obtain-
ing its permit to manufac-
ture alcohol in the city back 
in December. Queens Cour-
age has so far achieved a 
fast-growing distribution 
throughout New York state 
and New Jersey. It is so far 

the only craft distillery in 
the borough, and already 
winning awards such as 
the 2015 Ultimate Spirits 
Challenge.

“I like to say you can say 
you can get [Queens Cour-
age gin] from Buffalo to 
Montauk,” Murillo, a San 
Diego transplant, said.

According to Murillo, 
Old Tom’s style gin is de-
rived from an American 
blend most widely con-
sumed during the Pro-
hibition Era, and nearly 
forgotten because of the 
mainstream popularity of 
the London Dry style. As 
opposed to the dry, “angu-
lar” taste of the latter, Old 
Tom’s is slightly sweetened 
with a more rounded fla-
vor profile. Queens Cour-
age, Astoria Distilling’s 
flagship product, is what 
Murillo calls the missing 
link in the gin genealogy.

Murillo chose Neir’s 
Tavern as outlet for Queens 
Courage because he believes 

the history of the business 
and the heritage of Old Tom’s 
are a perfect match. The 
Woodhaven beer joint has 
been in business since the 

1820s when the Union Race 
Track was essentially the 
only attraction to the neigh-
borhood. Owner Loycent 
Gordon held a rally with 

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) to have the historic 
significance of the building 
officially recognized by the 

Landmark Preservation 
Commission, an application 
which was denied. Nonethe-
less, Murillo sees the tavern 
as an important feature of 
old New York.

Gordon and Murillo 
have formed a relationship 
in which they are creating 
signature cocktails using 
Queens Courage and pro-
moting one another’s busi-
ness.

“What I’m really excited 
about is—kind of the vision 
for the company—being the 
first and only craft distiller 
in Queens, which is one of 
the most diverse places in 
the world. We want to cre-
ate spirits that reflect that 
cultural heritage,” Murillo 
said, adding that his compa-
ny is currently working on 
producing different spirits 
from various nationalities. 
“Astoria Distilling will be 
launching its first vodka, 
called Queens Virtue, with-
in the next two months,” he 
said.

Queens Courage teams up with Neir’s to tout gin
Only craft distiller in borough giving traditional ‘Old Tom’s’ blend a new lease on life

Astoria Distilling Company founder Chris Murillo teamed up with historic Neir's Tavern owner Loycent 
Gordon to host a tasting for the first distillery in Queens.  Courtesy of Astoria Distilling Co. 
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will be contained in the 
NYPD patrol guide. Some 
residents called for drastic 
action while the senator 
urged the crowd to choose 
organized and peaceful ac-
tion. 

“Police, you need to 
clean up your ranks. Po-

lice, you can’t have it both 
ways,” said Sanders. “If you 
say many cops are good, 
then turn in the ones that 
are bad. You know better 
than anyone who’s a racist 
in your midst. Don’t let that 
blue wall of silence sepa-
rate us from good policing. 
If you know that one of your 
fellows are racist or one of 
your fellows are breaking 

the law, and you’re silent, 
then you’re not a good cop 
either.”

Many people saw fit to 
have their children in the 
meeting. Sanders gave each 
of the young people time at 
the microphone to share 
their thoughts on the issue 
and what they see as factors 
in the violence. Sanders em-
phasized the importance of 

actively leading young men 
who may feel mistreated by 
law enforcement to a more 
meaningful solution to 
prevent a shooter situation 
such as occurred in Dallas.

“If you take a pot, fill 
it with water, put it on the 
stove, turn the heat on, put 
a lid on that pot and don’t 
do anything about it, that 
pot will explode,” Sanders 

explained. “It’s science, it’s 
not craziness. That type of 
shooting does not aid our 
struggle; however I don’t 
understand why anyone 
would be surprised by it. 
We cannot ask these youth 
to be humiliated and expect 
them not to do anything. 
They may do the wrong 
thing, but they are going to 
do something. It falls upon 

us as leaders to show them 
a better way.”

Sanders also made an 
appearance at the commu-
nity meeting held at Clyde 
Vanel’s office in Cambria 
Heights delivering a simi-
lar message to those in at-
tendance.

well.  The contest is cur-
rently playing out in state 
court.

Former fraud investiga-
tor and financial analyst 
Philip ‘Flip’ Pidot con-
tends that state Sen. Jack 
Martins (R-Mineola), the 
other candidate  in the 
fight to represent Repub-
licans in the general elec-
tion to succeed outgoing U.
S. Rep. Steve Israel (D-Mel-
ville), is trying to forestall 
a Republican primary fight 
and disenfranchising Re-
publican voters. The dis-
trict covers parts of north-
east Queens, Nassau and 

Suffolk.
“The primary rea-

son I got in this was to 
fight against the cor-

ruption and unaccountabil-
ity of political insiders and 
elected officials. It’s been 
such an ironic twist that 
the other side has made 
my point better than I ever 
could,” Pidot said in a tele-
phone interview. “It’s such 
a more extreme manifesta-
tion of this kind of insider 
deal-making and non-re-
sponsible policy making.”

Martins originally 
raised objections about 
the signatures Pidot had 
collected to qualify for a 
potential June primary. 
According to a brief filed 

by Pidot with the state’s Ap-
pellate Court, Pidot filed 
2,191 signatures, more than 
the 1,500 needed for the bal-
lot, but Martins’ campaign 
challenged some signatures 
as invalid in early May. The 
State Supreme Court in 
Nassau County ruled that 
Pidot did not have enough 
signatures  May 11, but on 
June 17 the state Appellate 
Division overturned the 
ruling, sending the decision 
back to the lower court.

A June 24 decision deter-
mined that Pidot did indeed 
have enough signatures to 
qualify, but the court also 
said it would be impossible 
to organize a Republican 
primary for Pidot and Mar-

tins for June 28, which was 
the scheduled primary day 
through the city. Pidot, who 
filed a suit in federal court 
demanding that a primary 
date be set but later with-
drew it,  maintains there 
is sufficient time to hold a 
Republican primary before 
the general election in No-
vember, Oral arguments 
were scheduled in state Ap-
pellate Court in the coming 
week.

The Martins campaign 
asserted that the delay in 
the state court decision 
stemmed from Pidot’s fail-
ing to file timely court 
motions, which Pidot dis-
putes. 

O’Brien Murray, a se-

nior advisor of Martins, 
said Pidot and his cam-
paign were using delaying 
tactics. 

“They could have dealt 
with this earlier, but chose 
not to, but now they’re 
scrambling around wast-
ing the court’s time and 
taxpayers’ money in an ef-
fort to solely benefit (Pidot), 
”Murray said.. “He has to 
learn to play by the rules.”

Martins has received 
considerable backing from 
Republican organizations, 
including the Nassau 
County GOP, Suffolk Re-
publicans, Queens Republi-
cans and the Conservative 
Party of New York State. 
Pidot said he would like to 

spend more time campaign-
ing than engaging in legal 
squabbles, but he said he 
believed it was important to 
continue fighting for what 
he argued were the rights 
of Republican primary vot-
ers in the district.

“It’s simultaneously 
frustrating and invigorat-
ing, because it reminds me 
why we got into this race,” 
he said. “We’re showing 
the machine is not invin-
cible and we’re fighting for 
things that seem pretty ba-
sic.” 

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2499 $1499

FRIED CALAMARI
16 oz PLATTER

$1299

FISH & CHIPS 
FRIED or BROILED

$1999

SHRIMP PLATTER
FRIED or BROILED

+TAX +TAX +TAX+TAX

3  $39F
O
R

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE LOBSTERS

1 1/4 LB. EACH

99¢

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE MUSSELS

LB.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT

3

Continued from Page 1 
Sanders
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Located Right Next to Our 
Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Scan To Join Our Mailing List for
�������	
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��

69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


