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BY MARK HALLUM

Forest Hills is getting 
yet another tribute to The 
Ramones, a rock band who 
once called the neighbor-
hood home. 

The intersection of 67th 
Avenue and 110th Street in 

front of Forest Hills High 
School is to be co-named 
“The Ramones Way” fol-
lowing a proposal passed 
by the City Council  July 
14, according to Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills).

The bill to co-name 65 

streets throughout the city 
is currently pending Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s signature.

The motion pays hom-
age to the punk quartet 
- Jeffrey “Joey Ramone” 
Hyman, Thomas “Tommy 
Ramone” Erdelyi, Douglas 

BY MARK HALLUM

A city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection project to 
install bioswales across Flushing 
to clean up nearby waterways has 

residents fuming over the lack of 
homeowner notification. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and Joseph Branzetti, presi-
dent of the Friends of Fort Totten 
Parks and the Northwest Bayside 

Civic Association, held a news 
conference July 14 to call upon 
the DEP and the de Blasio admin-
istration to include residents in 
the decision to place bioswales in 
front of their homes.

Dozens of Flushing homeown-
ers attended the news conference 
and shared their stories about 
how they heard about  the project 
and how they felt about the in-
stallations. Many residents only 
found out as they questioned De-
partment of Design and Construc-
tion employees marking sidewalk 
space which have suitable con-
ditions for bioswales, others by 
word of mouth.

“There is no way a home-
owner, a taxpayer, can have this 
forced upon them without any in-
put whatsoever.” said Jena Lan-
zetta, vice president of the civic 
association. “An open and honest 
discussion needs to be started 
regarding the city’s plans and an 
opt-out policy – taxpayers deserve 
that choice”

According to the DEP, bio-
swales are green infrastructure 
installations cut into the pave-
ment to absorb rain water and re-
move some of the burden from the 
sewer system. The ultimate goal 
of a bioswale project is to clean 
up waterways, in this case, Flush-
ing Creek and Flushing Bay, a 
DEP spokesman said. A similar 
project in Brooklyn launched in 

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 8
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Street to be Ramones Way
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 The U.S. Senate has passed a bipartisan bill 
named in part for a Queens autistic teen whose 
disappearance set off a citywide search that last-
ed months. The bill, known as Kevin and Avon-
te’s Law, was unanimously approved July 7. The 

A bagpipe-playing honor guard accompanies some of the last of the 911 relics that had been housed at Hangar 17 of 
Kennedy Airport as they are moved out of the facility. Photo by Michael Shain

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica community members 
learned how to combat an active 
shooter in a state of last resort 
during a training session held 
Saturday at Holy Unity Baptist 
Church in Jamaica organized 
by state Sen. James Sanders (D-
South Ozone Park) for concerned 
community residents. Dozens of 
community members attended, 
according to Sanders’ office.

“This information that we are 
bringing to you is not meant to 
scare you, but to do the opposite 
- to allow us to live,” Sanders said 
during the four-hour event. “We 
live in an America that is awash 
with guns. There are more guns 
than people, and yet with all these 
guns, we feel less and less safe.”

The event, which included a 
demonstration on how to disarm a 
gunman during an active shooter 
situation if necessary. The event 
came in the wake of a series of 
public mass shootings, including 
an attack at the Pulse Nightclub 
in Orlando by an ISIS sympa-
thizer that killed 50 people, and 

Public learns 
safety tips for 
shooter events

Senate passes law
 to aid autistic kids

Bioswales upset Flushing residents
Avella calls on de Blasio , DEP to include community in placement decisions

Continued on Page 8

SALUTING THE FALLEN

Forest Hills High School will have its own 
tribute to punk-rock band The Ramones 
after Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
sponsored a bill that will co-name 67th 
Avenue and 110th Street "Ramones Way."
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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BY BILL PARRY

They began arriving 
soon after last Thursday’s 
ferocious thunderstorm 
 and began staking out spac-
es along 38th Street just 
south of Queens Boulevard 
in Long Island City. Many 
more came streaming into 
the neighborhood on Fri-
day evening and by Satur-
day morning more than 
1,400 people were camping 
out along several blocks  
waiting for an application 
for the UA Plumbers Local 
1 apprenticeship program 
that would be handed out 
Monday morning.

Jeff Durant, a 33-year-
old physical therapist from 
Bellerose, was one of the 
lucky ones. When he ar-
rived Friday night, he 
found a spot on 37th Street 
under some construction 
scaffolding and as the 
temperatures reached 94 

degrees Saturday, he was 
thankful for his luck.

“We’re in a good spot 
right here,” he said, glanc-
ing at dozens of shirtless 
men exposed to the midday 
sun just a few feet down the 
street. Durant explained 
that Local 1 would be hand-
ing out applications for 
the five-year program that 
requires an apprentice to 
have over 10,000 hours of 
on-the-job training as well 
as more than 1,070 hours of 
classroom education from 
certified instructors. The 
average hourly wage for an 
“A” plumber is $67 per hour 
in New York City while a 
“B” plumber averages $40 
an hour with benefits and 
job security.

“It would give me plenty 
of options,” Durant said. 
“It’s always good to have 
something else to do.”

Nick Aloisi arrived on 
37th Street Friday after 

coaching a youth baseball 
game in his hometown of 
Huntington, L.I.

“I’m already a plumber 
in the union in the B ser-
vice,” he said. “I’m hoping 
to get in so I can move up 
to A. That would be like hit-
ting the jackpot.”

A father and son, who 
did not want to be iden-
tified, got a room at the 
LaQuinta motel on 37th 
Street and Queens Boule-
vard and they took shifts 
holding their place in line. 
The son was in the room 
watching an afternoon 
Mets game and the father 
would use to room later in 
the evening and watch the 
Yankees game.

Many people set up 
camping gear with tents 
or folding canopies and 
watched portable TVs or 
listened to radios. Others 
had laptops and coolers full 
of beer, water and food.

Ronnie Bullum, 26, 
came from the Bronx pre-
pared with a folding chair, 
a huge container of water-
melon and a deck of cards. 
He played poker with some 
newfound friends who were 
also waiting for Monday 
morning to come. 

One of the poker play-
ers had heard that between 
200 and 250 slots in the pro-
gram would be open this 
year. Bullum did not seem 
to mind wasting a weekend 
considering the long odds of 
getting into the program.

“This is what I do all 
summer long. I sit in this 
chair at a beach or some 
music festival,” Bullum 
said. “This is much more 
productive taking a shot at 
getting in. My brother did 
this two years ago and our 
father did it himself, so it’s 
a family tradition.” 

The 1,000 applications 
were handed out Monday 

morning without incident, 
according to Plumbers Lo-
cal 1 business agent Ray 
Rondino. He explained 
the applicants need only a 
high school diploma and 
will leave the program 

with an associate degree 
from SUNY Empire State 
College. Professors travel 
to Long Island City and 
teach the apprentices at the 
Trade Union Facility at 37-
11 37th Ave.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The 113th Precinct 
wants people to know that 
despite popular belief, po-
lice relations with the com-
munity are not all bad. 

The precinct held a spe-
cial meeting, led by Execu-
tive Officer Brian J. Bohan-
non, Wednesday afternoon 
and spoke to Queens media 
about the drop in crime and 
how the new programs that 
create ties with residents 
might be the reason for it.

The precinct, which 
covers Southeast Queens, 
has seen a significant drop 
in almost all crime catego-
ries and led all of New York 
City in 2015 with an over-
all decrease of 15 percent 
in crime. The precinct was 
awarded a unit citation by 
Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. The 113th officers 
were also given light blue 
breast bar worn above 
their shields for morale 

and pride. 
The year 2016 has seen 

continued success with 
stats for the year ending 
Sunday showing overall 
crime down 13 percent, on 

top of the 15 percent reduc-
tion last year. 

So far this year murders 
decreased 44 percent to five 
from nine in 2015 and felo-
ny assault fell 4.9 percent 

to 93 from 115 in 2015, but 
rape increased 25 percent 
10 cases from eight cases 
last year. 

Tensions between the 
black community and of-
ficers is at an all time high 
following the recent shoot-
ings in Dallas and Baton 
Rouge, La., in retaliation 
for the deaths of black citi-
zens at the hands of offi-
cers. The precinct, whose 
demographic is largely 
African-American, held 
the meeting to show how 
neighborhood-based polic-
ing creates a bond with the 
community.  The results 
seem to be less crime and 
friendlier relations with 
cops.

Neighborhood-based 
policing programs, which 
assign officers to specific 
parts of the community 
for extended periods, have 
helped the precinct since it 
was initiated last Septem-
ber, according to Bohan-
non.

“It puts individual offi-
cers in the same sectors day 
in and day out and allows 
these officers to interact 
with the community mem-
bers, the business owners, 
the clergymen and women, 
the principals on a daily 
basis,” he said “This pro-
gram has been instrumen-
tal in establishing working 
groups where our officers 
pair up with residents and 
business people of the com-
munity.”

The working groups al-
low officers to converse 
with residents, whether in 
person or though e-mail. 
The precinct currently has 
22 working groups with a 
total of 144 members.

. “We had a good success 
story a couple of months 
back where one of the work-
ing groups actually fun-
neled some information to 
our officers that actually 
solved a non fatal shoot-
ing,” Bohannon said “We 
didn’t have a perpetrator 

with probable cause and 
that working group mem-
ber was able to give us that 
information.”

The 113th Precinct has 
also created a program 
called Idea Scale communi-
ty, an online forum where 
residents tell officers about 
neighborhood issues and 
give suggestions to police 
on how to direct police re-
sources. Idea Scale allows 
residents to talk about what 
they consider important is-
sues. Bohannon said the 
program has been incred-
ibly successful. Most of the 
complaints are related to 
commercial vehicle park-
ing, and towing operations  
have been scheduledto 
solve the problem.

Overall the precinct’s 
message was clear:  Work 
with the community, build 
relationships with resi-
dents and the result will be 
cooperation and a drop in 
crime. 

Hundreds of job candidates camp out
Hopefuls spend their weekend on sidewalk to land spots in UA Plumbers Local apprenticeship program

More than 1,400 people waited in line all weekend for the right to 
apply for the apprenticeship program at UA Plumbers Local 1 in 
Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry

113th Precinct discusses crime drop in SE Queens

Executive Officer Brian Bohannon speaks to Queens reporters 
about the reduction of crime rates in Southeast Queens. 

Courtesy 113th Precinct
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

Dr. John rocks boro
at Satchmo’s festival

BY BILL PARRY

Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park was transformed 
into the Big Easy as Rock 
‘N Roll Hall of Famer Dr. 
John headlined the third 
annual Louis Armstrong’s 
Wonderful World Festival 
Saturday. 

The 75-year-old legend 
from New Orleans’ Third 
Ward shuffled onto the 
stage near the New York 
State Pavilion, using a voo-
doo staff as a walking stick, 
and joined his band, The 
Nite Trippers, for a pow-
erful set of his signature 
swamp funk, a hybrid that 
combines blues, zydeco,  
and boogie woogie.

When the six-time Gram-
my Award-winner was in-
ducted into the Hall in 2011, 
Dr. John said New Orleans 
music was not invented.

“It kind of grew up natu-
rally, joyfully, just for fun. 
That’s it. Just plain down-
to-earth happy-times mu-
sic,” Dr. John said. “When 
I was growing up in the 
Third Ward, I used to think 
‘Oh, man, this music makes 
me feel the best.”

The thousands in atten-
dance appeared to agree, 
singing along to some of his 
biggest hits such as “Right 
Place, Wrong Time,” “Such 
a Night,” and “Iko Iko.” 
Many danced as Dr. John 
pounded his Yamaha piano, 
adorned with a skull star-
ing out at the crowd.

Jazz legend Louis Arm-
strong grew up in the Third 
Ward as well, but lived his 
final three decades in Coro-
na. His house at 34-56 107th 
St., which was designed by 
New York State Pavilion 
architect Robert Johnson, 
was given to the city after 
his death in 1971.

It is a National Historic 
Landmark owned by the 
city’s Department of Cul-
tural Affairs and admin-
istered by Queens College, 
the largest cultural campus 
in the borough, whose Kup-
ferberg Center for the Arts 
presented the daylong free 
event Saturday.

The festival celebrates 
Armstrong’s immense 
cultural legacy and raises 
awareness of Kupferberg’s 
three performance spaces 
and community events.

“We are spreading cul-
ture to all of our neighbor-
hoods with over 150 events 
a year in libraries, schools 
and community spaces,” 
Queens College Assistant 
Vice President Jeffrey 
Rosenstock said. “This 
event is a culmination of 
those efforts and it’s a way 
to build our brand. Last 
year Lauren Hill’s perfor-
mance drew 20,000 people 
and 80 percent of them were 
from outside Queens. We 
added 10,000 names to our 
mailing list. This year, all 
7,000 that reserved ticket 
were added to the list. Ba-
sically what we’re doing is 

building our data base.”
The lineup included 

jazz trumpeter and singer 
Kermit Ruffins, a fixture 
at Mardi Gras and the 
New Orleans Jazz Festival 
and a scene stealer in the 
HBO post-Katrina series 
“Treme,” which also fea-
tured cameo appearances 
by Dr. John.

A beer garden set up in-
side the lobby of the Queens 
Theatre served potent 
Hurricanes, adding to the 
Bourbon Street feel of the 
evening, but there were no 
gumbo or traditional po’ 
boy sandwiches served by 
nearby vending trucks. 
There was a band without 
ties to the Crescent City 
that fired up the crowd just 
before Dr. John took the 
stage.

Soulive, a jazz/funk trio 
that originated in Brook-
lyn, said they thoroughly 
enjoyed playing their set  
at Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park. Guitarist Erik 
Krasno, drummer Alan Ev-
ans and his organ playing 
brother Neal were all fa-
miliar with the old World’s 
Fair site.

“The crazy thing is me 
and my brother grew up 
in Brooklyn and we used 
to see this place from the 
highway all the time,” Alan 
Evans said. “But it’s our 
first time stepping foot on 
the grounds. What a great 
vibe, it’s beautiful in here, 
man.”

Legendary piano man Dr. John performs some of his greatest hits at a festival celebrating fellow New 
Orleans jazz great Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Bill Parry
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WE TAKING LENDING PERSONALLY.

Federally Insured by NCUA
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at QsideFCU.org

At Qside, our members are people, not processing numbers. 
By borrowing from a community credit union, you not only get 
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for paying off your loan.

Mortgages  |  Home Equity Loans & HELOCs  |  Auto Loans 
Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 
Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

Borough musicians compete in Battle of the Bands
Library hosts event at Queens College for several groups spanning wildly diverse genres 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Enterprising bands 
from throughout the bor-
ough graced the stage of 
the Colden Auditorium at 
Queens College on July 14 
for the Queens Library’s 
second annual “Battle of 
the Bands.” A fast-moving 
thunderstorm did not deter 
the excited crowd of fam-
ily, friends and fans. More 
than 2,000 free tickets were 
distributed and by the time 
the first band hit the stage 
many seats were full.

“It’s really nice to be hav-
ing a battle of the bands,” 
Queens Library President 
Dennis M. Walcott said in 
his introductory remarks. 
“These bands represent the 
best of the best.”

Ralph McDaniels, the 
Queens Library’s hip-hop 
coordinator and co-creator 
of Video Music Box was the 
emcee for the evening. The 
contest was open to bands of 

all different musical genres 
with members ranging in 
age from 13 to 22. Bands 
interested in participating 
sent in audition tracks and 
judges selected the seven 
bands that competed at the 

battle.
“I was surprised at how 

diverse the genres are,” 
said Kevin Matharu, the 
guitarist for the band Noise 
on 93rd. “It’s kind of excit-
ing, because we usually do 

shows where it’s just one 
genre, but our most suc-
cessful shows have been 
when there’s all types of 
bands.”

Matharu also enjoyed 
the dichotomy of a library 

known for peace and quiet 
contemplation also hosting 
a collection of raucous rock 
bands.

“Queens Library doing 
a battle of the bands?” he 
said. “The irony in this is 
just so good.”

The array of groups 
ranged from singers belt-
ing Adele’s “Hello” to punk 
bands skirting the limits of 
speed records and volume. 
The winner of the compe-
tition was Chiv Culture, 
headed by Akinyemi, who 
expertly worked the crowd 
as he wove powerful excit-
ing rhymes into a musical 
backing provided by local 
band QNA, who said that 
they had only had one re-
hearsal to prepare for the 
event. Akinyemi mentioned 
that Chiv Culture gained 
traction after it played 
the song “Cupid” live on 
WNYC.

“Music is my life. I’ve 
been rapping since I was 

10 years old,” he said, and 
mentioned that he hoped 
Chiv Culture would be re-
leasing a record by late this 
year or early next year.

As he waited backstage 
to introduce the next act, 
McDaniels spoke about his 
work at the library and the 
preparation that went into 
the competition. He said he 
hoped that the Battle of the 
Bands would inspire new 
bands to form in the bor-
ough.

“It’s easier to book a DJ 
now, so the fact that we’re 
doing this is kind of like 
a throwback,” he said. “I 
think with the young peo-
ple, their musical tastes are 
all over the place. And their 
tastes mean that they can 
play anything.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Akinyemi (c), the frontman for Chiv Culture, performs with the band QNA at the Queens Library Battle 
of the Bands competition held at Queens College.  Photo by Pat Donachie
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
In an effort to provide 

free meals over the sum-
mer to underprivileged 
kids, Hunger Free America 
has collaborated with the 
city Department of Educa-
tion. Hunger Free America 
is a non profit organization 
that helps schools through 
out the country feed kids. 
The Summer Meals pro-
gram will run in three lo-
cations in Queens, Brook-
lyn  and the Bronx. The 
program will provide free 
summer meals to anyone 18 
years old and under. 

The Summer Meals Pro-
gram is federally funded 
and run by the USDA to 
reduce child hunger. It will 
be offered throughout the 
summer to serve children 
who may solely depend on 
free meals from schools to 
eat, ensuring they don’t go 
hungry when school is out 
for summer break. 

“I like eating seven 
days a week, and so do low-
income people,” said Joel 
Berg, chief executive officer 
of Hunger Free America. 
“This announcement en-
sures that now low-income 
children will be able eat 
free lunch every day of the 
week.”

Lunch will be served 
from 11 a.m to 1:30 p.m on 
weekdays and 11 a.m to 3 
p.m on weekends. In ad-
dition to the three school 
sites, there are some parks, 
pools, and trucks that are 
also open seven days per 

week.
City Councilman Pe-

ter Koo (D-Flushing)  was 
joined by some volunteers 
as he spoke last Friday in 
front of PS 20 on 142-20 Bar-
clay Avenue , the Queens lo-
cation for the program. He 
addressed the importance 
of free meals for young peo-
ple who otherwise cannot 
afford to eat.

“For most kids, the sum-
mer months are a time for 
rest, relaxation and recu-
peration for the next school 
year, but for countless low-
income youth summertime 
brings hunger and added 
stress,” he said “Seven-day 
summer meal service is an 
important tool in the battle 
against childhood hunger, 
and I’d like to thank the 
Department of Education 
and Hunger Free America 
for bringing this important 

program to our commu-
nity.

He went on to say, “As 
we know hunger doesn’t 
wait for the weekend to be 
over, so we have to make 
sure our children in our 
community, no matter 
their income, have access 
to nutritious food when 
they need it.”

Koo pointed out that one 
in five children in the city 
don’t have enough to eat.

 Breakfast and lunch 
will be served throughout 
the summer until Sept. 2.

Hunger Free America 
said the food it will provide 
to  kids will be nutritious 
and healthy.

 “We distribute high-
quality, sustainably grown, 
affordable produce through 
the Farm Fresh Communi-
ty Supported Agriculture 
program,” the group said.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Main Street is about to 
become a lot more conve-
nient for pedestrians and 
commuters. City Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing) announced an up-
coming project that will 
completely reconstruct 
four blocks of the second 
busiest pedestrian hub 
in New York City behind 
Times Square.

The project, set to cost 
up to $7.8 million, will 
reconstruct and resur-
face the roadbed; replace 
manholes, fire hydrants 
and sewers; and widen 
the sidewalk, among other 
things. The sidewalk from 
38th Avenue to 41st Ave-
nue will by widened by as 
much as  eight feet to create 
more space in an incred-
ibly crowded sidewalk, 
according to officials. 
Construction will begin 
July 25 and is expected to 
last one year. This will be 
the first reconstruction of 
Main Street in more than 
20 years.

Koo was joined by 
Queens Borough Commis-
sioner Nicole Garcia, of 
the Department of Trans-
portation, Department of 
Design and Construction 
Commissioner Feniosky 
Peña-Mora  and other 
officials to make the an-
nouncement Tuesday.

“In keeping with May-
or de Blasio’s vision for a 
more resilient city, and to 

accommodate the city’s re-
markable growth, DDC is 
happy to partner to relieve 
congestion and enhance 
access to public transpor-
tation in one of NYC’s bus-
iest pedestrian corridors,” 
Peña-Mora said “We are 
committed to working in 
the least intrusive way so 
as to create minimal dis-
turbance. I’d like to thank 
Council member Koo for 
his help in coordinating 
this important project.”

Koo acknowledged that 
construction would be 
disruptive for commuters 
but said the year-long wait 
would be worth it. 

“The reconstruction 
of Main Street is a major 
capital improvement proj-
ect for our district that 
will significantly improve 
the long-term quality 
of life in the downtown 
Flushing area,” he said 
“In the short term, our 
community must endure 
an entire year of construc-
tion at the second busi-
est pedestrian hub in the 

city. My office has been 
working with DOT, DDC, 
MTA and other agencies 
over the last year to make 
sure this project moves 
forward with as little pain 
as humanly possible. Dur-
ing this time, we all must 
be patient while the city 
works to make sure Main 
Street finally receives the 
attention it deserves.”

 As a result of construc-
tion, bus stops will be tem-
porarily relocated, but 
officials have promised to 
warn commuters ahead of 
time through signs, post 
on social media and the 
MTA web site in multiple 
languages to accommo-
date the large immigrant 
community in Flushing. 
In addition, traffic en-
forcement agents will be 
placed at key intersec-
tions to maintain the flow 
of traffic, all construction 
will be done at night time, 
and one lane will be open 
to vehicles in each direc-
tion during work hours, 
according to Koo.

City preps free meals
Program feeds students throughout the summer

Peter Koo (c) standing with volunteers from Hunger Free America. 
Photo courtesy Councilman Peter Koo's office

Main Street sidewalks 
soon to be remodeled

Flushing’s pedestrian hub is the second busiest in New York 
City, after Times Square.
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attacks on police in Dallas 
and Baton Rouge that left 
multiple officers dead.

Eldar Ben-Yosef, a se-
nior security consultant 
with International Security 
Associates, addressed the 
crowd at Holy Unity about 
the need to be consistently 
cautious and alert to your 
surroundings.

“It doesn’t matter what 
religion you are or what 
color you are, everyone is 
a potential target,” he said. 
“It’s everybody’s problem. 
In movie theaters, shop-
ping malls, churches, syna-
gogues, community centers 
- something could happen.”

Avi Avramcheyiv, the 
founder and chief instruc-
tor at the New York Self 
Defense Academy, worked 
with instructors and stu-
dents from his school to il-
lustrate how to take down 
a potential attacker armed 
with an AK-47 or a hand-
gun. Avramcheyiv, who 
trained with the Israel De-
fense Force, demonstrated 
how to take down a shoot-

er pointing a weapon at 
you from above. Using an 
instructor as a stand-in, 
Avramcheyiv mimed a de-
fensive attack on the faux 
assailant, wrapping his 
arms around the leg of the 
attacker and pulling him to 
the ground to disable him.

Officer Christopher 
Mazzey of the NYPD’s 
Counterterrorism Divi-
sion Shield Unit said that 
active shooter situations 
could potentially take place 
in any location, usually 
last between seven to 11 

minutes, and the shooter 
is male about 97 percent of 
the time. 

Both Mazzey urged at-
tendees to remember that 
attacking an assailant is 
only a last resort, and that 
people in an active shooter 
situation should make ev-
ery effort to escape the 
scene if possible.

“Hopefully, this never 
happens to you,” Sand-
ers told the crowd, “but if 
it does, you better have a 
plan.”

bill was in honor of Kevin 
Willis and Avonte Oquen-
do, two autistic boys who 
both died after wandering 
off.  Avonte disappeared 
in October 2013 when he 
ran out of Riverview High 
School in Long Island City. 
His whereabouts were un-
known until January 2014, 
when officials discovered 
pieces of his body washed 
up onto the College Point 
shoreline. Willis, 9, had a 
similar fate.  His body was 
discovered in the Raccoon 
River in Iowa in 2008.

The bill, originally 
proposed by U.S. Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
in March, aims to pro-
tect young kids with au-
tism and other mental 
disabilities by placing a 
tracking device on the 
children that alerts teach-
ers or guardians when 
they wander off. The bill 
would provide  $10 million 
in funds for training pro-
grams to deal with teens 
with autism and other 
mental disabilities to pre-

vent any chances of them 
disappearing. 

The voluntary tracking 
system will be similar to 
ones used on Alzheimer’s 
patients. The devices vary 
from anklets or bracelets 
to ones whichcan more 
subtly be placed on belt 
loops or shoe laces. If a 
child disappears, caretak-
ers alert the manufactur-
ers, which then alert first 
responders. 

Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley (R-Iowa), who col-
laborated on the 
legislation with Schumer, 
believes this law will make 
sure fewer families have to 
face what Kevin and Avon-
te’s family went through. 

“The feeling of dread 
and helplessness families 
must feel when a loved 
one with Alzheimer’s or 
autism goes missing is 
unimaginable,” he said 
“But with the Senate’s 
approval of Kevin and 
Avonte’s Law, we are one 
important step closer to 
increasing the chances of 
a positive ending to many 
of these nightmares. This 
bipartisan bill applies 
proven community alert 

systems to help locate 
people with Alzheimer’s, 
dementia, autism and re-
lated disorders who may 
be susceptible to wander-
ing away from safety. It 
also supports training for 
first responders and oth-
er community officials 
to better prevent and re-
spond to these cases.”  

According to the Inter-
active Autism Network, 
around 49 percent of au-
tistic teens run away. It 
can be the result of sen-
sory overload and lack of 
impulse control. 

In a statement Avon-
te’s family lawyer, David 
Perecman, expressed grat-
itude to those who pushed 
the law to be passed. 

“We at the Perecman 
firm are proud to have 
been a part of the process 
that has brought Kevin 
and Avonte’s Law this far 
along,” he said “We want 
to thank Sen. Schumer 
and his hardworking staff 
along with Sen. Grassley. I 
am sure Vanessa, Avonte’s 
mom, is happy that some 
good comes out of such a 
dark time in her life.”

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1 

AvonteTraining

Catholic Cemeteries provides families with a sacred and 
permanent caring place for the cremated body of a loved one.

St. John

St. John

Mount St. Mary

Holy Cross

Indoor/Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*
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REPARE A PLACE FO
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CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Please mail to:

NYP 7/24/16

As indicated, please call or send me my FREE informational packet. I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

Mount St. Mary (718) 353-1560
Flushing, NY

Holy Cross (718) 284-4520
Brooklyn, NY

St. John (718) 894-4888
Middle Village, NY

I am interested in

Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________City ______________________State___________Zip___________
Phone___________________________Best Time to call ______________________Email_______________

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting 
one of our counselors.

www.ccbklyn.org

Over 150 years cemetery 
experience.

Avi Avramcheyiv, the founder and chief instructor of NY Self 
Defense Academy, demonstrates methods of how to fight back 
against an active shooter with the help of instructors and students 
from the school.   Courtesy of state Sen. James Sanders' office
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HOLY CROSS STUDENT GROUP FUNDRAISES  
FOR LOCAL ANIMAL RESCUES

L
ife is about making this 
world a better place for 
all living beings. Holy 

Cross High School is committed to 
molding our students into altruis-
tic, strong young men who will one 
day better the world by utilizing all 
they have learned and experienced.

This past February, Peter Salerno 
(Junior) approached Dr. Teresa Au-
gustyniak (aka Dr. A.), Director of 
Communications and Marketing, and 
asked if he could begin an in-school 
organization focusing on lessening the 
suffering of the world – in particular, 
animals in need. Little did Mr. Salerno 
know he was about to begin the process 
of helping to save felines and canines 
at four local animal rescues spanning 
from Queens to Long Island. 

Appropriately titled the Animal 
Rescues Committee (ARC), the team 
consists of six students: Peter Sal-
erno ‘18, Chairman, Joseph Viera 

‘18, Chairman, Justin Taylor ‘18, 
Chairman, Domenic Avallone ‘18, 
Chairman, and Executive Members, 
Joseph Cinquemani ‘17 and John 
Neuenfeldt ‘18.

With a $1200 goal, ARC mem-

bers began collecting from faculty 
and staff. A “general store” was 
opened in Dr. A.’s office where do-
nors redeemed vouchers they re-
ceived upon donating – choosing 
from candy, beverages, and healthy 

snacks. Shortly thereafter, the team 
hit the ground running to the com-
munity. In May, Holy Cross held a 
school-wide Sneaker Day for ARC. 
With a donation, students were 
permitted to wear sneakers versus 
mandated uniform attire. Coupled 
with faculty member Christine 
Burke’s donation of leashes, collars, 
toys, and other supplies, the group 
collected newspapers, paper tow-
els, and crates and, in the end, sur-
passed their goal.

Recently, Give Me Shelter Proj-
ect, Inc. of Forest Hills happened to 
save a very ill kitten, Nadia. Nadia’s 
medical bills are high and ARC’s 
donation arrived at just the right 
time! In addition, the other rescues 
benefited greatly from the funds and 
unexpected gifts. Holy Cross is now 
a proud, permanent part of the NY 
Bully Crew, Inc. as we have an in-
house plaque for our donations.

Dr. A. offered, “I am beyond 
proud of the kindness and respect 
these students have for their 
environment. It was astounding 
to watch and only confirms that 
when the right people are in their 
element, they soar and do amazing 
things just as these young men did 
this year. There’s truly something 

for everyone here at Holy Cross.”   

NON-PROFIT RESCUES 
AWARDED FUNDS & 

MATERIALS
Give Me Shelter Project,  

Inc., Forest Hills, N.Y.
NY Bully Crew, Inc., 

Patchogue, N.Y.
Second Chance Animal 
Rescue, Copiague, N.Y.

Second Chance Rescue,  
NYC, Whitestone, N.Y.
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June by the city agency will 
cost $35 million and install 
more than 800 bioswales to 
improve water quality in 
Jamaica Bay.

Branzetti, a resident 
of Murray Hill, says that 
infrastructure which ab-
sorbs water into the ground 
is less than ideal in what 
he calls the lowest point 
in Flushing. Many homes 
in his neighborhood have 
pumps to remove water 
from basements under nor-

mal conditions, and he fears 
bioswales will only make 
the problem worse and cost 
homeowners money.

Residents complain bio-
swales will take away from 
the parking space, while 
trees planted in the instal-
lations will cause sidewalks 
to crack, yet again costing 
homeowners money to fix. 
Other fears go back to the 
issue of city trees being 
planted in the homeowners’ 
yards  and then neglected 
by the Parks Department 
tasked with their upkeep.

“The homeowner should 
have the right to say, ‘I 

don’t want this.’ If you look 
at the sidewalk here that’s 
marked off, half the side-
walk will be gone,” Avella 
said, pointing to the green 
spray paint in front of one 
Flushing home. “Is the ho-
meowner going to have to 
maintain this? The city 
doesn’t maintain the city 
trees as it is now. They’re 
going to come out and 
maintain this little island? 
Of course, they’re not.”

Avella went on to make 
the argument that the Zika 
virus is carried by mosqui-
toes, which breed within 
areas of standing water 

and bioswales are counter-
intuitive to the city’s fight 
to keep the disease at bay. 

Lynn Boledovic said she 
recently replaced the side-
walk in front of her house 
at her own expense only to 
have it marked up and pos-
sibly torn out by the project,  
which is in its screening 
phase. She lives on a corner 
and her property is slated 
for three bioswales.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

“Dee Dee Ramone” Colvin, 
and John “Johnny Ramone” 
Cummings - all of whom 
met at the high school and 
would later become induct-
ees into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame.

According to a spokes-
man from her office, Ko-
slowitz sponsored the co-
naming after speaking with 

Mitchell Leigh Hyman, the 
brother of Joey Ramone, 
at the opening of the “Hey! 
Ho! Let’s Go: Ramones and 
the Birth of Punk” exhibit 
at the Queens Museum in 
April.

“Our community of For-
est Hills has been the home 
of many famous artists,” 
Koslowitz said.  “Many 
legendary musicians also 
attended Forest Hills High 
School including Paul Si-
mon, Art Garfunkel, Burt 

Bacharach, as well as the 
members of the famous 
punk rock group, the Ra-
mones. The Ramones 
played well in the 1990’s and 
received numerous acco-
lades and awards including 
an induction into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame and a 
Grammy Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.  Working with 
Joey Ramone’s brother and 
Forest Hills resident Mick-
ey Leigh and fans of the 
band, I am so very pleased 

to honor our hometown 
musical heroes by renam-
ing 67th Avenue and 110th 
Street in front of Forest 
Hills High School, right 
where it all started as ‘The 
Ramones Way.’”

Mickey Leigh, brother 
of Joey Ramone and a long-
time Forest Hills resident, 
has seen music history 
play out and is excited that 
a tribute has been added to 
the high school where they 
experienced the good times 

and the bad.
“I’m just so proud that 

this is actually going to 
happen. My efforts have 
culminated into something 
great happening for The 
Ramones and Ramones 
fans everywhere,” he said.

A mural tribute to The 
Ramones was recently em-
blazoned beneath a LIRR 
overpass leading to For-
est Hills Stadium where 
the punk-rockers famously 
played. It can be found on 

71st Avenue near Station 
Square. This was a project 
by the non-profit group 501 
See Streets and the office of  
state Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills).

Koslowitz’s office said 
a date has not been set for 
the street co-naming cer-
emony.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Bioswales

Ramones

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU & MARKET PRICES ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE MUSSELS

99¢
LB.

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE LOBSTERS
1 1/4 LB. EACH

3  $3F
O
R 3 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7AM-9:30PM  FRIDAY/SATURDAY 7AM-10:30PM

COMPLETE MENU & MARKET PRICES ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

State Sen. Tony Avella and Friends of Fort Totten Park President 
Joseph Branzetti called upon the city to seek homeowner input 
prior to the installation of bioswales. Photo by Mark Hallum
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


