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BY BILL PARRY

The Port Authority board 
was set to debate later this 
week a tentative deal with 
Delta Airlines, which if ap-
proved would constitute the 
final piece of the massive re-
construction of LaGuardia 
Airport, the first complete 
rebuild of an airport in the 
United States in 20 years. 

Delta, the airport’s largest 
carrier, would design and con-
struct a new 37-gate terminal 
to replace Terminal C & D at a 
projected cost of nearly $4 bil-
lion, according to the Port Au-
thority’s board resolution.

The new terminal would 
connect with LaGuardia’s new 
Central Hall and 35-gate Ter-
minal B. At a ground-break-
ing last month, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced the entire 
project would cost nearly $7 
billion, with Delta’s terminal 
accounting for nearly $3 bil-
lion of that.

The new central terminal 
building and Delta’s new fa-
cility are to be built closer to 
the Grand Central Parkway, 
which will create more room 
for an additional two miles 
of aircraft taxiway space and 
increase flight operations 
by 240 percent, according to 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

In the aftermath of the ter-
rorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, 
Hangar 17 at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport was put 
into service to house artifacts 
recovered from the site—from 
battered ambulance cruisers 
to retail clothing covered in 
ashes. 

Now, Hangar 17 is being 
cleared of the artifacts, and 
the final significant pieces 
were removed Tuesday in a 
ceremony to honor the lives 
lost and the memory of the at-
tacks.

“This hangar collected his-
tory. It told stories of people 
running from around the city 
to the World Trade center. It 
told stories of people running 
through the tunnels to the 
tower,” FDNY Assistant Chief 
Joseph Pfeifer said during the 
ceremony. “But the steel be-
hind us has more to do than 
just remembering. It provides 
us hope that we will again run 
into those dangerous situa-
tions.”

The event was conducted 
by the Stephen Siller Tunnel 
to Towers Foundation, which 
is named in honor of an FDNY 
officer who ran through the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel to 
reach his squad on the day 
of the disaster. He died along 
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Bagpipers on hand to mark the removal of 9/11 artifacts from JFK Airport stand in front of a 35,000-pound 
express elevator motor that was recovered from Ground Zero in the aftermath of the attack. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Delta Airlines
plans terminal
for LaGuardia

9/11 artifacts leave hangar
Ceremony marks removal of fi nal substantial pieces from JFK Airport
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica community mem-
bers learned how to combat 
an active shooter in a state 
of last resort during a train-
ing session held Saturday at 
Holy Unity Baptist Church in 
Jamaica organized by state 
Sen. James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) for concerned 
community residents. Doz-
ens of community members 
attended, according to Sand-
ers’ office.

“This information that 
we are bringing to you is not 
meant to scare you, but to do 
the opposite - to allow us to 
live,” Sanders said during 
the four-hour event. “We live 
in an America that is awash 
with guns. There are more 
guns than people, and yet 
with all these guns, we feel 
less and less safe.”

The event, which included 
a demonstration on how to 
disarm a gunman during an 
active shooter situation if 
necessary. The event came in 
the wake of a series of public 
mass shootings, including an 
attack at the Pulse Nightclub 

in Orlando by an ISIS sympa-
thizer that killed 50 people, 
and attacks on police in Dal-
las and Baton Rouge that left 
multiple officers dead.

Eldar Ben-Yosef, a senior 
security consultant with In-
ternational Security Associ-
ates, addressed the crowd at 
Holy Unity about the need to 
be consistently cautious and 
alert to your surroundings.

“It doesn’t matter what re-
ligion you are or what color 
you are, everyone is a poten-
tial target,” he said. “It’s ev-
erybody’s problem. In movie 
theaters, shopping malls, 
churches, synagogues, com-
munity centers - something 
could happen.”

Avi Avramcheyiv, the 
founder and chief instructor 
at the New York Self Defense 
Academy, worked with in-
structors and students from 
his school to illustrate how 
to take down a potential at-
tacker armed with an AK-47 
or a handgun. Avramcheyiv, 
who trained with the Israel 
Defense Force, demonstrated 
how to take down a shooter 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The 113th Precinct wants 
people to know that despite 
popular belief, police relations 
with the community are not 
all bad. 

The precinct held a spe-
cial meeting, led by Executive 
Officer Brian J. Bohannon, 
Wednesday afternoon and 
spoke to Queens media about 
the drop in crime and how the 
new programs that create ties 
with residents might be the 
reason for it.

The precinct, which covers 
Southeast Queens, has seen a 
significant drop in almost all 
crime categories and led all of 
New York City in 2015 with an 
overall decrease of 15 percent 
in crime. The precinct was 
awarded a unit citation by Po-
lice Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton and Mayor Bill de Blasio. 
The 113th officers were also 
given light blue breast bar 
worn above their shields for 
morale and pride. 

The year 2016 has seen con-
tinued success with stats for 
the year ending Sunday show-
ing overall crime down 13 per-
cent, on top of the 15 percent 
reduction last year. 

So far this year murders de-
creased 44 percent to five from 
nine in 2015 and felony assault 
fell 4.9 percent to 93 from 115 
in 2015, but rape increased 25 
percent 10 cases from eight 
cases last year. 

Tensions between the black 
community and officers is at 
an all time high following the 
recent shootings in Dallas and 
Baton Rouge, La., in retaliation 
for the deaths of black citizens 
at the hands of officers. The 
precinct, whose demographic 
is largely African-American, 
held the meeting to show how 
neighborhood-based policing 
creates a bond with the com-
munity.  The results seem to 
be less crime and friendlier 

relations with cops.
Neighborhood-based polic-

ing programs, which assign 
officers to specific parts of the 
community for extended peri-
ods, have helped the precinct 
since it was initiated last Sep-
tember, according to Bohan-
non.

“It puts individual officers 
in the same sectors day in and 
day out and allows these offi-
cers to interact with the com-
munity members, the busi-
ness owners, the clergymen 
and women, the principals on 
a daily basis,” he said “This 
program has been instrumen-
tal in establishing working 
groups where our officers pair 
up with residents and business 
people of the community.”

The working groups al-
low officers to converse with 
residents, whether in person 
or though e-mail. The pre-
cinct currently has 22 work-
ing groups with a total of 144 
members.

. “We had a good success 
story a couple of months back 
where one of the working 

groups actually funneled some 
information to our officers 
that actually solved a non fatal 
shooting,” Bohannon said “We 
didn’t have a perpetrator with 
probable cause and that work-
ing group member was able to 
give us that information.”

The 113th Precinct has also 
created a program called Idea 
Scale community, an online 
forum where residents tell of-
ficers about neighborhood is-
sues and give suggestions to 
police on how to direct police 
resources. Idea Scale allows 
residents to talk about what 
they consider important is-
sues. Bohannon said the pro-
gram has been incredibly suc-
cessful. Most of the complaints 
are related to commercial 
vehicle parking, and towing 
operations  have been sched-
uledto solve the problem.

Overall the precinct’s mes-
sage was clear:  Work with the 
community, build relation-
ships with residents and the 
result will be cooperation and 
a drop in crime. 

Continued on Page 42

Avi Avramcheyiv, the founder and chief instructor of NY Self Defense 
Academy, demonstrates methods of how to fight back against an 
active shooter with the help of instructors and students from the 
school.   Courtesy of state Sen. James Sanders' office

Executive Officer Brian Bohannon speaks to Queens reporters 
about the reduction of crime rates in Southeast Queens. 

Courtesy 113th Precinct

Public learns survival 
tips for shooter events

113th cites crime drop
Precinct discusses community relations in SE Queens
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

In the basement of the First 
Presbyterian Church in down-
town Jamaica, Terence Dew, 
the founder and lead program 
developer of STEAM Acad-
emy, demonstrated the dizzy-
ing array of devices, hardware 
and software the students in 
the program were utilizing. 
He said he wanted the class to 
have an open, supportive at-
mosphere.

“We get them comfortable 
with failure so they can try 
again,” he said. After just a 
few short weeks with the stu-
dents, Dew said his “biggest 
challenge was trying to keep 
up.”

STEAM, which is an acro-
nym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math-
ematics, is a spin on STEM 
learning, an approach to cur-
riculum that emphasizes and 
integrates those four modes of 
learning in other disciplines. 
Dew, who founded STEM 
Academy seven months ago 

says adding arts into the equa-
tion helps students to develop 
their own individual voices. 

“If you take STEM and ap-
ply the arts to it, I think all 
the kids in this room can ex-
press themselves in how they 
choose,” he said. “It’s all about 
finding that for each student. 
It kind of just clicks.”

The program, which in-
cluded a few dozen students 
from ages 10 to 16, will last 
throughout the summer until 
Aug. 27. Children and teenag-
ers sat at a table with several 
computers and experimented 
with graphic design programs 
and an Oculus VR headset, 
while Dew and other STEAM 
employees and volunteers pre-
pared gloves and circuitry that 
would be used in an upcoming 
game of laser tag. 

Registration for the free 
program started May 18. 
Dew said they had planned 
an advertising campaign, 
but word-of-mouth among 
parents meant the program 
filled up extremely quickly, 

with Dew noting that he had 
approximately twice as many 
applicants as available spaces. 
Dew said Reverend Patrick 
O’Connor was supportive 
about using the basement as 

a STEAM classroom, and the 
basement would be in use as a 
STEAM classroom and after-
school center throughout the 
year.

“Churches are a great con-

duit of technology,” Dew said. 
“They often have unused 
space and are seen as a posi-
tive space in the community.”

Alexandra Laury, an 11th 
grade student at Young Wom-
en’s Leadership School in 
Jamaica, is an instructor-in-
training for the class. She said 
she was first introduced to 
computer design and technol-
ogy during a tech class Dew 
taught at the local YMCA. 

“It’s hard finding these 
kinds of opportunities that are 
free, and that’s what’s amaz-
ing to me. It allows you to use 
everything you have in your 
imagination, which is why I 
really like it,” she said. “Kids 
get really creative with this, 
and that excites me because 
they have aspirations.”

Dew said an ancillary bene-
fit to the promotion of STEAM 
classes in areas like Jamaica 
would be to bring start-up and 
innovation resources, educa-
tion and talent to the commu-
nity.

Terence Dew, the founder and lead program developer of the Steam 
Academy, demonstrates a glove to be used in a game of laser tag during 
a class in the basement of First Presbyterian Church in Jamaica. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

Jamaica tech program is full STEAM ahead
New spin on advanced learning program encourages students to develop their artistic sides 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Southeast Queens lawmak-
ers celebrated the start of a 
foreclosure buyback program 
to protect families with dis-
tressed mortgages from losing 
their home, an approach that 
they touted as being the first 
of its kind in the nation.

“It’s a day of smiles and 
joy, and they are few and far 
between in this battle,” New 
York City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
said during a news conference 
held outside of the Curtis “50 
Cent” Community Garden in 
Jamaica Tuesday.

The buyback program is 
funded in part with $2 million 
allocated by the City Council 
and will buy the foreclosure 
notes for 24 distressed mort-
gages throughout the city. 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) said eight of the 
mortgages were in Jamaica 
alone, and a large portion of 
the notes were in southeastern 
Queens, an area which has 
experienced more than 9,000 
foreclosures in the past three 
years.

Through the program, non-
profit organizations will pur-
chase the notes and work with 
homeowners to renegotiate 
the terms of the mortgage so 
they can stay in their residen-
cies. If the homeowners still 

cannot afford the mortgages, 
the houses will be placed in 
the market as affordable hom-
eownership or rental opportu-
nities for area residents. 

“This is about ensuring we 
take the power out of specula-
tors’ hands and into the peo-
ple’s hands,” Councilman Don-
ovan Richards (D-Laurelton) 
said. “It’s very hard on people 

who are working people, who 
are living check to check to 
make those payments and this 
is a shot in the arm for them.”

Foreclosed mortgages put 
on sale by banks would often 
be purchased by investment 
firms or hedge funds like 
Blackstone Lone Star Fund, 
the largest owner of single-

BY MARK HALLUM

Forest Hills is getting 
yet another tribute to The 
Ramones, a rock band who 
once called the neighborhood 
home. 

The intersection of 67th Av-
enue and 110th Street in front 
of Forest Hills High School is 
to be co-named “The Ramones 
Way” following a proposal 
passed by the City Council  
July 14, according to Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills).

The bill to co-name 65 
streets throughout the city is 
currently pending Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s signature.

The motion pays hom-
age to the punk quartet - Jef-
frey “Joey Ramone” Hyman, 
Thomas “Tommy Ramone” 

Erdelyi, Douglas “Dee Dee 
Ramone” Colvin, and John 
“Johnny Ramone” Cummings 

- all of whom met at the high 
school and would later become 
inductees into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame.

According to a spokes-
man from her office, Koslow-
itz sponsored the co-naming 
after speaking with Mitchell 
Leigh Hyman, the brother of 
Joey Ramone, at the opening 
of the “Hey! Ho! Let’s Go: Ra-
mones and the Birth of Punk” 
exhibit at the Queens Museum 
in April.

“Our community of For-
est Hills has been the home of 
many famous artists,” Koslow-
itz said.  “Many legendary mu-
sicians also attended Forest 
Hills High School including 
Paul Simon, Art Garfunkel, 
Burt Bacharach, as well as the 
members of the famous punk 

BY BILL PARRY

Both U.S. senators from 
New York state believe the 
federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency should take 
the lead role in airplane noise 
abatement. 

Charles Schumer and 
Kirsten Gillibrand intro-
duced new legislation last 
Friday that empowers the 
EPA to oversee airplane noise 
issues across the country, in-
cluding in the noise-plagued 
neighborhoods surrounding 
JFK and LaGuardia airports. 
While the Federal Aviation 
Administration currently 
oversees airplane noise is-
sues, Schumer and Gilli-
brand explained that the EPA 
is better fit to address these 
matters.

“Communities in the New 
York metro area have long 
struggled with incessant 
airplane noise caused by the 
highly trafficked skies and 
it’s time we set up an office 
dedicated to tackling this 
issue head -on,” Schumer 
said. “Airplane noise is a ma-
jor quality-of-life issue and 
that’s why it makes sense for 
the EPA to take the lead role 
in addressing these matters. 
This legislation will once 
again set up an Office of Noise 
Abatement and Control at the 
EPA so that environmental 
experts can address airplane 
noise.”

Due to budget cuts in 1981, 
the EPA’s Office of Noise 
Abatement and Control was 
dismantled and the FAA was 
given oversight into all mat-
ters involving airplane noise 
pollution. Schumer and Gilli-
brand’s “Quiet Communities 
Act of 2016” would restore 
the EPA’s office and would re-
quire the EPA Administrator 
to conduct a study of airport 
noise and examine the FAA’s 
selection of noise measure-
ment methodologies, health 
impact thresholds, and abate-

ment program effectiveness.”
“This legislation will pro-

vide additional tools to assist 
communities in addressing 
excessive airplane noise by 
re-establishing the EPA Of-
fice of Noise Abatement and 
Control,” Gillibrand said. 
“The federal government 
must take more proactive 
steps to address the concerns 
of New Yorkers who are af-
fected by airplane noise, and 
this bill will give the EPA the 
ability to act.”

Under the legislation, the 
EPA would conduct research 
on the impacts of noise and 
provide technical assistance 
and grants to communities to 
mitigate noise. The bill was 
first introduced by U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) in 
the House of Representatives 
last year. 

Meanwhile, state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
has launched an online form 
where residents can voice 
their concerns about airplane 
noise, particularly in Jackson 
Heights and East Elmhurst, 
two neighborhoods affected 
by low-flying aircraft using 
LaGuardia’s Runway 22.

“It has always been my po-
sition that the Port Author-
ity should work to alleviate 
traffic on Runway 22 during 
the early morning hours, es-
pecially on weekends when 
residents are at rest,” Peralta 
said. “While I understand 
that weather conditions of-
ten come into play and may 
dictate otherwise, it is im-
portant that the Port Author-
ity works to minimize use 
of Runway 22 at these times 
because of man-made factors 
such as construction.”

Those seeking to comment 
online may go to www.ny-
senate.gov/questionnaires/
jose-peralta/voice-your-con-
cerns-about-airplane-noise. 
Peralta’s office will relay the 
information to the Port Au-
thority.

Forest Hills High School will have 
its own tribute to punk-rock band 
The Ramones after Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz sponsored a bill 
that will co-name 67th Avenue and 
110th Street "Ramones Way."

U.S. Sens. Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand introduce new legis-
lation that would return airplane issues to the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. Photo by Michael Shain 

City Council members Donovan Richards (l-r), I. Daneek Miller and 
Ruben Wills announce a foreclosure buyback program that will 
help city residents with distressed mortgages stay in their homes. 

Photo by Michael Shain

NY senators unveil
airplane noise bill

Street to be called Ramones Way

Pols fi ght foreclosures
New buyback program aims to keep owners in homes

Continued on Page 42
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BY BILL PARRY

It took nearly three de-
cades, but the Pepsi-Cola sign 
in Long Island City’s Gantry 
State Park is finally an offi-
cial New York City landmark. 
The City Council voted 43-0 
in favor of the designation 
last week.

“For almost 90 years, 
the swoops and swirls of the 
Pepsi-Cola sign have wel-
comed visitors to Long Island 
City and symbolized Queens’ 
status as an industrial pow-
erhouse,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) said. “Today, after 
long last, we’ve officially 
made the sign a New York 
City landmark, and this stag-
gering piece of pop art  will 
now shine forever across the 
East River.”

Changes in the zoning 
code in the latter half of 

the 20th century and early 
21st century contributed to 
a reduction in the number 
of large, illuminated signs, 
which once crowned the 
factories and warehouses 
of Long Island City’s most 
prominent companies.  The 
Pepsi-Cola sign was built in 
1936 and stood atop a massive 

BY BILL PARRY

The city has a streetcar 
czar.

Adam Giambrone, 39, was 
appointed by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio as director of the Brook-
lyn Queens Connector, also 
known as the BQX, the $2.5 bil-
lion waterfront street car sys-
tem that will link Astoria with 
Sunset Park, Brooklyn. 

Giambrone, who started 
his new job Monday, is the 
former head of the Toronto 
Transit Commission, and a 
one-time candidate for mayor 
of that city who dropped out of 
the race after one week when 
his text messages revealed 
that he had been cheating on 
a live-in girlfriend, who is now 
his wife.

“When it comes to who will 
deliver on the city’s next great 
transportation project, we’re 

confident New Yorkers are 
more concerned with quali-
fications than years-old text 
messages and past personal 
matters,” de Blasio spokesman 
Austin Finan said.

The year was 2010. Giam-
brone sent a text message to a 

college student, with whom he 
was having an affair, saying 
he was only with his longtime 
partner Sarah McQuarrie for 
“political reasons,” according 
to the Toronto Star. The even-
tual winner in that mayor’s 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

 The U.S. Senate has passed 
a bipartisan bill named in 
part for a Queens autistic teen 
whose disappearance set off 
a citywide search that lasted 
months. 

The bill, known as Kevin 
and Avonte’s Law, was unani-
mously approved July 7. The 
bill was in honor of Kevin Wil-
lis and Avonte Oquendo, two 
autistic boys who both died 
after wandering off.  Avonte 
disappeared in October 2013 
when he ran out of Riverview 
High School in Long Island 
City. His whereabouts were 
unknown until January 2014, 
when officials discovered 
pieces of his body washed up 
onto the College Point shore-
line. Willis, 9, had a similar 
fate.  His body was discovered 
in the Raccoon River in Iowa 
in 2008.

The bill, originally pro-
posed by U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) in March, 
aims to protect young kids 
with autism and other mental 

disabilities by placing a track-
ing device on the children that 
alerts teachers or guardians 
when they wander off. The bill 
would provide  $10 million in 
funds for training programs 
to deal with teens with autism 
and other mental disabilities 
to prevent any chances of 
them disappearing. 

The voluntary tracking 
system will be similar to ones 
used on Alzheimer’s patients. 
The devices vary from anklets 
or bracelets to ones whichcan 
more subtly be placed on belt 

loops or shoe laces. If a child 
disappears, caretakers alert 
the manufacturers, which 
then alert first responders. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-
Iowa), who collaborated on the 
legislation with Schumer, be-
lieves this law will make sure 
fewer families have to face 
what Kevin and Avonte’s fam-
ily went through. 

“The feeling of dread and 
helplessness families must 
feel when a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s or autism goes 
missing is unimaginable,” he 

said “But with the Senate’s ap-
proval of Kevin and Avonte’s 
Law, we are one important 
step closer to increasing the 
chances of a positive ending 
to many of these nightmares. 
This bipartisan bill applies 
proven community alert sys-
tems to help locate people 
with Alzheimer’s, dementia, 
autism and related disorders 
who may be susceptible to 
wandering away from safety. 
It also supports training for 
first responders and other 
community officials to better 
prevent and respond to these 
cases.”  

According to the Interac-
tive Autism Network, around 
49 percent of autistic teens 
run away. It can be the result 
of sensory overload and lack 
of impulse control. 

In a statement Avonte’s 
family lawyer, David Perec-
man, expressed gratitude to 
those who pushed the law to 
be passed. 

“We at the Perecman firm 
are proud to have been a part 
of the process that has brought 

Kevin and Avonte’s Law this 
far along,” he said “We want to 
thank Sen. Schumer and his 
hardworking staff along with 
Sen. Grassley. I am sure Van-
essa, Avonte’s mom, is happy 
that some good comes out of 
such a dark time in her life.”

Adam Giambrone is appointed director of the Brooklyn Queens Connector 
streetcar project after running the Toronto Transit Commission. 

Courtesy of adamgiambrone.ca

AVONTE OQUENDO
 Photo courtesy NYPD

Avonte law set to protect autistic kids
Bipartisan legislation will fund tracking devices for children who are prone to disappearing

De Blasio names Giambrone
as his BQX streetcar director

Pepsi-Cola sign named
offi cial city landmark 

Continued on Page 42 Continued on Page 18

The Pepsi sign in Long Island 
City's Gantry Plaza State Park 
is officially landmarked after 
a unanimous vote in the City 
Council. Photo by Steve Malecki

The bill, originally proposed by 
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY) in March, 
aims to protect young kids with autism 
and other mental disabilities by placing 

a tracking device on the children
 that alerts teachers or guardians when 

they wander off.
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BY SHANNA FULD

“All they gave us was 
bleach and sponges,” Maria 
S., a homeowner in Rockaway 
Beach, told City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
Monday morning. She said 
that when Hurricane Sandy 
decimated the peninsula in 
November 2012, she did not see 
the Red Cross or Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg.

 Like other homeowners, 
Maria gathered outside of 
Ellen Nichtern’s unfinished 
home at 211-117th St.  in Rock-
away Park for an 11 a.m. news 
conference arranged by Ulrich 
to hear him speak about Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s poor handling 
of the Build it Back Program, 
created by Bloomberg to repair 
homes damaged by Sandy.  Not 
one house had been rebuilt un-
der the city program when de 
Blasio took office in 2014.

“We are standing in front 
of a home that is like dozens 
and dozens of homes in this 
community and like hundreds 
of others throughout the city 
that since Hurricane Sandy 
have not been touched by the 

Build It Back Program,” Ul-
rich said. He is considering a 
possible run against de Blasio 
in next year’s mayoral race.

The Nichterns have owned 
the house at 211-117th St. since 
1968, but have not been able to 
live in it or see what’s going 
on inside for six months. The 
Build It Back Program prom-
ised the Nichterns they would 
have a lifted, finished home 
within five months. This is the 
second time they have had to 
move out.

“My whole first floor was 
damaged, my sewer line was 
damaged. We fixed it our-
selves with our own money,” 
Nichtern said. 

Nichtern slept in the living 
room while waiting for the el-
evation she needed to fix her 
bedroom and make it livable 
again. The people Nichtern 
communicated with at the 
Build It Back program told her 
construction could not begin 
yet because their company did 
not have permission from the 
city Buildings Department. 
Her 86-year-old mother, also 
named Ellen Nichtern, could 
not attend the news confer-

ence due to the extreme heat 
and stayed in the apartment 
they share on 125th street. 

“What’s lacking in the pro-
gram is not only compassion 
but accountability. There are 

no performance measures, 
there are no metrics. There’s 
no way to hold any employee 
or anyone who’s receiving the 
funding that we got from Con-
gress, billions and billions of 
dollars to help people rebuild 
their homes and rebuild their 
communities,” Ulrich said. 
“We’re spending money and 
no one is held accountable.”

Ulrich said his main goal 
was to see that Amy Peterson, 
head of housing recovery for 
the mayor’s office and the di-
rector of Build It Back, fired.  
He also revealed that the Build 
IT Back administration re-
jected a request from the City 
Council to hire an inspector 
general to review how funds 
are managed. 

 In response to a report’s 
question about the progress of 
Hurricane Sandy recovery in 
the city, Ulrich said the Build 
It Back Program boasts of hav-
ing 500 construction starts, 
but an overwhelming number 
are not completed.

“Do you know how many 
people have gotten divorced 
over this?” he asked.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich has denounced Mayor de Blasio's handling of 
the Build It Back program. Photo courtest of Coucilman Ulrich's office

Ulrich: deBlaz botched Rockaway rebuild 

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Dr. Carl Caiozzo
CHIROPRACTOR
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The man charged in the Ozone Park 
hit-and-run case that left a mother 
dead and her 9-year-old daughter seri-
ously injured has been arraigned, the 
Queens district attorney said.

Jairam Budhu, 58, of Richmond 
Hill, has been accused of manslaugh-
ter, leaving the scene of the accident 
causing death and criminally negligent 
homicide, according to the DA. The hit-
and- run accident took place Sunday 
afternoon when Budhu allegedly drove 
past a stop sign and slammed into the 
victims’ car, then fled on foot. 

He was driving at speeds of up to 60 
miles per hour in an unposted 25-mile-
per-hour speed zone, prosecutors said.

Zaalika Rasool, 40, who worked for 
the city Department of Transportation, 
was taken to an area hospital where 
she was pronounced dead due to ex-
treme head trauma. Both she and her 
daughter were found unconscious on 
the street after being ejected from the 
back seat of their car. Rasool and her 
daughter had extreme trauma to the 
head and body, according to the DA.  
Her daughter was taken to Long Island 
Jewish Hospital, where she is in criti-
cal condition, according to the DA.

Assam Rasool, Zaalika’s husband 
and the driver of a 2010 Toyota Corolla, 
talked to NY1 about what he remem-
bers from the accident.

“I tried to sway the car so I could 
miss him. Unfortunately, he hit the 
back end of it,” he said, “and the rest 
of it, I don’t know what happened. All I 
know is when I came to I couldn’t find 
the two of them. And when I came out, 
she was under my car and my daughter 
was about five feet in front” 

Budhu was traveling westbound on 
115th Avenue at 130th Street in a 2002 
BMW X5 when he allegedly ignored a 
stop sign and continued though the in-
tersection without slowing down, the 
DA said. It was at the intersection that 
he collided with the Corolla that was 
traveling north on 130th Street. The 
BMW hit three other empty parked 
cars before coming to a stop. Budhu 
then left the scene, according to the 

DA. 
Budhu allegedly fled on foot from 

the crash without offering his license 
or insurance or waiting for police, ac-
cording to the district attorney’s office. 
Budhu was found when police respond-
ed to a call about a drunk man Tuesday 
morning. The officers arrested Budhu, 
who was reportedly drinking alcohol 
on a front porch on 103rd Avenue, pros-
ecutors said.

New York State Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles indicated that Budhu’s 
drivers license was suspended for fail-
ure to pay a drivers responsibility as-
sessment in May 2016, according to the 
DA.

At Rasool’s wake Tuesday, her cous-
in talked to NY1 about the kind of per-
son she was. 

“Family person, very energetic, 
very humble, very sweet, caring, qui-
et,” Gibran Deen said. “Everything a 
human being should be, this person 
was and now she’s not here.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Sarah Rasool was critically injured in an 
Ozone Park hit-and-run accident. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Qns hit-and-run suspect 
charged in fatal car crash

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Enterprising bands from 
throughout the borough 
graced the stage of the Colden 
Auditorium at Queens College 
on July 14 for the Queens Li-
brary’s second annual “Battle 
of the Bands.” A fast-moving 
thunderstorm did not deter 
the excited crowd of family, 
friends and fans. More than 
2,000 free tickets were distrib-
uted and by the time the first 
band hit the stage many seats 
were full.

“It’s really nice to be having 
a battle of the bands,” Queens 
Library President Dennis M. 
Walcott said in his introduc-
tory remarks. “These bands 
represent the best of the best.”

Ralph McDaniels, the 
Queens Library’s hip-hop co-
ordinator and co-creator of 
Video Music Box was the em-
cee for the evening. The con-
test was open to bands of all 
different musical genres with 
members ranging in age from 
13 to 22. Bands interested in 

participating sent in audition 
tracks and judges selected the 
seven bands that competed at 
the battle.

“I was surprised at how 
diverse the genres are,” said 
Kevin Matharu, the guitarist 
for the band Noise on 93rd. 
“It’s kind of exciting, because 
we usually do shows where 
it’s just one genre, but our 
most successful shows have 
been when there’s all types of 
bands.”

Matharu also enjoyed the 
dichotomy of a library known 
for peace and quiet contempla-
tion also hosting a collection 
of raucous rock bands.

“Queens Library doing a 
battle of the bands?” he said. 
“The irony in this is just so 
good.”

The array of groups ranged 
from singers belting Adele’s 
“Hello” to punk bands skirt-
ing the limits of speed records 
and volume. The winner of 
the competition was Chiv 
Culture, headed by Akinye-
mi, who expertly worked the 

crowd as he wove powerful 
exciting rhymes into a musi-
cal backing provided by local 
band QNA, who said that they 

had only had one rehearsal 
to prepare for the event. Ak-
inyemi mentioned that Chiv 
Culture gained traction after 

it played the song “Cupid” live 
on WNYC.

“Music is my life. I’ve been 
rapping since I was 10 years 
old,” he said, and mentioned 
that he hoped Chiv Culture 
would be releasing a record 
by late this year or early next 
year.

As he waited backstage to 
introduce the next act, Mc-
Daniels spoke about his work 
at the library and the prepara-
tion that went into the compe-
tition. He said he hoped that 
the Battle of the Bands would 
inspire new bands to form in 
the borough.

“It’s easier to book a DJ 
now, so the fact that we’re 
doing this is kind of like a 
throwback,” he said. “I think 
with the young people, their 
musical tastes are all over the 
place. And their tastes mean 
that they can play anything.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Akinyemi (center), the frontman for Chiv Culture, performs with the 
band QNA at the Queens Library Battle of the Bands competition held at 
Queens College.  Photo by Pat Donachie

Borough musicians compete in Battle of the Bands
Library hosts event at Queens College for several groups spanning wildly diverse genres 

The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, 
Aviation, and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!
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BY BILL PARRY

Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park was transformed 
into the Big Easy as Rock ‘N 
Roll Hall of Famer Dr. John 
headlined the third annual 
Louis Armstrong’s Wonder-
ful World Festival Saturday. 

The 75-year-old legend 
from New Orleans’ Third 
Ward shuffled onto the stage 
near the New York State Pa-
vilion, using a voodoo staff 
as a walking stick, and joined 
his band, The Nite Trippers, 
for a powerful set of his sig-
nature swamp funk, a hybrid 
that combines blues, zydeco,  
and boogie woogie.

When the six-time Gram-
my Award-winner was in-
ducted into the Hall in 2011, 
Dr. John said New Orleans 
music was not invented.

“It kind of grew up natu-
rally, joyfully, just for fun. 
That’s it. Just plain down-to-
earth happy-times music,” 
Dr. John said. “When I was 
growing up in the Third 
Ward, I used to think ‘Oh, 
man, this music makes me 
feel the best.”

The thousands in atten-
dance appeared to agree, 
singing along to some of his 
biggest hits such as “Right 
Place, Wrong Time,” “Such a 
Night,” and “Iko Iko.” Many 
danced as Dr. John pounded 
his Yamaha piano, adorned 
with a skull staring out at the 
crowd.

Jazz legend Louis Arm-
strong grew up in the Third 
Ward as well, but lived his fi-
nal three decades in Corona. 
His house at 34-56 107th St., 
which was designed by New 
York State Pavilion architect 
Robert Johnson, was given 
to the city after his death in 
1971.

It is a National Historic 
Landmark owned by the 
city’s Department of Cultural 
Affairs and administered by 
Queens College, the largest 
cultural campus in the bor-
ough, whose Kupferberg Cen-
ter for the Arts presented the 
daylong free event Saturday.

The festival celebrates 
Armstrong’s immense cul-
tural legacy and raises 
awareness of Kupferberg’s 
three performance spaces 
and community events.

“We are spreading cul-
ture to all of our neighbor-
hoods with over 150 events a 
year in libraries, schools and 
community spaces,” Queens 
College Assistant Vice Presi-
dent Jeffrey Rosenstock said. 
“This event is a culmination 
of those efforts and it’s a way 
to build our brand. Last year 
Lauren Hill’s performance 
drew 20,000 people and 80 
percent of them were from 
outside Queens. We added 
10,000 names to our mailing 
list. This year, all 7,000 that 
reserved ticket were added to 
the list. Basically what we’re 
doing is building our data 
base.”

The lineup included jazz 
trumpeter and singer Kermit 
Ruffins, a fixture at Mardi 
Gras and the New Orleans 
Jazz Festival and a scene 
stealer in the HBO post-Ka-
trina series “Treme,” which 
also featured cameo appear-
ances by Dr. John.

A beer garden set up in-
side the lobby of the Queens 
Theater served potent Hurri-
canes, adding to the Bourbon 
Street feel of the evening, but 
there were no gumbo or tra-
ditional po’ boy sandwiches 
served by nearby vending 
trucks. There was a band 

BY BILL PARRY

They began arriving soon 
after last Thursday’s fero-
cious thunderstorm  and began 
staking out spaces along 38th 
Street just south of Queens 
Boulevard in Long Island City. 
Many more came streaming 
into the neighborhood on Fri-
day evening and by Saturday 
morning more than 1,400 peo-
ple were camping out along 
several blocks  waiting for an 
application for the UA Plumb-
ers Local 1 apprenticeship pro-
gram that would be handed 
out Monday morning.

Jeff Durant, a 33-year-old 
physical therapist from Bel-
lerose, was one of the lucky 
ones. When he arrived Friday 
night, he found a spot on 37th 
Street under some construc-
tion scaffolding and as the 
temperatures reached 94 de-
grees Saturday, he was thank-
ful for his luck.

“We’re in a good spot right 
here,” he said, glancing at doz-
ens of shirtless men exposed 
to the midday sun just a few 
feet down the street. Durant 
explained that Local 1 would 
be handing out applications 
for the five-year program that 
requires an apprentice to have 
over 10,000 hours of on-the-job 
training as well as more than 
1,070 hours of classroom edu-
cation from certified instruc-
tors. The average hourly wage 
for an “A” plumber is $67 per 
hour in New York City while 
a “B” plumber averages $40 
an hour with benefits and job 
security.

“It would give me plenty of 
options,” Durant said. “It’s al-

ways good to have something 
else to do.”

Nick Aloisi arrived on 37th 
Street Friday after coaching 
a youth baseball game in his 
hometown of Huntington, L.I.

“I’m already a plumber in 
the union in the B service,” he 
said. “I’m hoping to get in so I 
can move up to A. That would 
be like hitting the jackpot.”

A father and son, who did 
not want to be identified, got a 
room at the LaQuinta motel on 
37th Street and Queens Boule-
vard and they took shifts hold-
ing their place in line. The son 
was in the room watching an 
afternoon Mets game and the 
father would use to room later 
in the evening and watch the 
Yankees game.

Many people set up camp-
ing gear with tents or folding 
canopies and watched portable 
TVs or listened to radios. Oth-
ers had laptops and coolers full 
of beer, water and food.

Ronnie Bullum, 26, came 
from the Bronx prepared with 
a folding chair, a huge contain-
er of watermelon and a deck of 
cards. He played poker with 
some newfound friends who 
were also waiting for Monday 
morning to come. 

One of the poker players 
had heard that between 200 
and 250 slots in the program 
would be open this year. Bul-
lum did not seem to mind wast-
ing a weekend considering the 
long odds of getting into the 
program.

“This is what I do all sum-
mer long. I sit in this chair at a 
beach or some music festival,” 
Bullum said. “This is much 
more productive taking a shot 

at getting in. My brother did 
this two years ago and our 
father did it himself, so it’s a 
family tradition.” 

The 1,000 applications were 
handed out Monday morning 
without incident, according 
to Plumbers Local 1 business 
agent Ray Rondino. He ex-
plained the 

applicants need only a high 
school diploma and will leave 
the program with an associ-
ate degree from SUNY Em-
pire State College. Professors 
travel to Long Island City and 
teach the apprentices at the 
Trade Union Facility at 37-11 
37th Ave.

A total of 1,000 applications 
were handed out, meaning 
more than 400 were disap-
pointed after waiting all week-
end. Arthur Klock, the direc-
tor of training at the Trade 
Union Facility, said other 
unions have tried more mod-
ern electronic or computer 
methods, but Department of 
Labor fairness rules make it 
more difficult, so it’s more ef-
ficient to line the applicants up 
over the weekend.

“It a recruitment process 
and we’ll end up with 500 to 600 
ranked places on the list that 
will fill openings in the pro-
gram over the next two years,” 
Klock said. “A lot are disquali-
fied because they don’t meet 
the requirements and some 
of the applications don’t even 
come back. That part mysti-
fies me because they just spent 
the whole weekend on the side-
walk.”

Legendary piano man Dr. John performs some of his greatest hits at 
a festival celebrating fellow New Orleans jazz great Louis "Satchmo" 
Armstrong in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Bill Parry

More than 1,400 people waited in line all weekend for the right to apply for the apprenticeship program at UA 
Plumbers Local 1 in Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry

Hundreds camp out
Hopefuls spend weekend on sidewalk to land union jobs

Dr. John rocks 
Flushing Meadows 

Continued on Page 18
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QUEENS VILLAGE — A man was 
fatally struck by a westbound Long Is-
land Rail Road station near a Queens 
Village train stop, according to a 
spokesman for the MTA.

The incident occurred at about 5:45 
p.m. Tuesday afternoon, according to 
the MTA. The man, who has not yet 
been identified, was trespassing on the 
tracks when he was struck by a train 
from Ronkonkoma heading towards 
Penn Station. The spokesman said the 
engineers of the train heard a noise 
that indicated the train had struck 
something but did not see anything to 
indicate someone was on the tracks. 

The crew stopped the train and inves-
tigated the scene and found the body 
on the tracks close to the intersection 
of 245th Street and Superior Road.

The body was taken by Nassau 
County Medical Examiner, and offi-
cials have not yet determined the rea-
son why the unidentified man was on 
the tracks, the MTA said.

The incident, accompanied by sig-
nal problems at the Jamaica LIRR sta-
tion led the MTA to suspend service for 
approximately 45 minutes. Service was 
restored shortly after 7 p.m. and there 
were residual delays, according to the 
MTA.

ASTORIA - Police were looking 
for two men who stole a wallet from a 
parked car last week and then used the 
victim’s credit cards to make purchas-
es at a nearby CVS store.

The two suspects allegedly grabbed 
the wallet from inside the victims car 
which was parked in the vicinity of 
77th Street and Ditmars Boulevard 
around 5 a.m. on July 15, according to 
the NYPD. The two men made purchas-
es at the CVS located at 31-10 Ditmars 
Blvd., the NYPD said.

Police describe the first suspect as a 
white or Hispanic man last seen wear-
ing a black-tan top and gray shorts. 
The second suspect was last seen wear-
ing a white T-shirt, with a white shirt 
wrapped around his head, according to 
the NYPD.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 

Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Hollis man fatally stabbed in Rochdale Village

Two men steal wallet, use credit card: NYPD

Man killed by LIRR train near Queens Village

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

A Hollis man was stabbed to death 
in Rochdale Village Monday and po-
lice were seeking information about 
his murder.

John Castro, 33, was stabbed twice 
by a suspect or suspects while inside 
his minivan, according to a prelimi-
nary investigation that was detailed 
by Officer Brian J. Bohannon, the ex-
ecutive officer of the NYPD’s 113th Pre-
cinct. The incident occurred at about 
12:20 p.m., according to the NYPD.

Police believe the stabbing took 
place in Circle No. 5 near Building No. 
18 in the Rochdale Village complex, 
Bohannon said. After he was stabbed, 
Castro got out of the minivan and 
walked into GBB Wellness Pharmacy, 
which is located at 137-42 Guy Brewer 
Blvd., where he tried to get assistance 
for his injuries, Bohannon told report-
ers at a media briefing. Emergency 

crews arrived at the pharmacy and  
took him to Jamaica Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead.

Bohannon said there was one wit-
ness to the incident, but the stabbing 
had not been captured on video.  He 
noted there was a lot of scaffolding in 
the area which made it difficult for any-
thing to be picked up on camera. The 
officer said the investigation was in 
its preliminary stages and that crime 
scene investigators were still working 
on establishing more details about the 
crime. As of yet, Bohannon said they 
were unsure who was in the car with 
Castro when he was stabbed.

Individuals with information about 
the incident can call the NYPD Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1 (800) 577-TIPS, 
and can also submit tips online at 
www.nypdcrimestoppers.com.

One of the suspects in a July 14 grand lar-
ceny at 77th Street and Ditmars Boulevard. 

Courtesy NYPD
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

New York’s first heat wave of 
the summer arrived this week as 
temperatures soared into the 90s. 
Across the area, people looked for 
ways to beat the heat. 

Hitting the pool and turning 
on the air conditioner are always 
popular choices. But considering 
that scientists continue to warn 
us about global warming, we 
need to dig deeper. We’re in con-
trol here. By slashing pollution in 
New York and across the world, 
we can prevent these kinds of 

heat waves from growing even 
more frequent and severe.

So let’s take ambitious state-
wide action to protect our cli-
mate.

Governor Cuomo should 
strengthen the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative to accelerate 
our progress in cleaning up car-
bon pollution from power plants, 
while increasing the amount of 
power we get from clean, renew-
able energy sources. New York 
should take the lead in the fight 

against climate change. Ulti-
mately, we should build a zero-
emission electricity system that 
does not put our climate or our 
communities at risk. 

If we work together, we can 
beat the heat and minimize the 
impacts of global warming. 

Heather Leibowitz
Director, 

Environment New York
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Republican nominee Donald Trump, in keeping 
with the new unorthodoxy, broke the rules at the 
GOP convention in Cleveland, flouting tradition by 
turning the political rites into a TV spectacle.

 But The Donald, a Queens native and reality TV 
veteran, is not alone in challenging the rigid way 
things have been done in the past.  He is adept at 
harnessing the new forces of social media that are 
transforming the world and has been among the first 
in the political area to  recognize the near limitless 
power of the new technology.

 There is also a revolution afoot in the West un-
leashed by cell phones, iPads and Facebook, but it 
might have happened anyway—albeit at a slower 
place—without the high-tech boost.

 As Trump plastered the campaign trial with his 
rapid-fire tweets, House Democrats in Washington 
staged a sit-in to protest the Republicans’ refusal to 
bring gun control legislation to a vote.  After receiv-
ing training sessions from Twitter on how to master 
social media, the Queens delegation hauled out their 
cell phones to alert constituents and the media to 
their protest.  They and their colleagues defied the 
chamber’s protocol, to the dismay of the old guard 
Washington  establishment.

In an ironic twist, Turkish President Tayyip 
 Erdogan, who dislikes social media and tried to ban 
Twitter in his country, went on Facebook Live to 
beat back the military coup that threatened to drive 
him from power. There was the president using an 
iPhone to keep his job.

 Social media values instant reaction and a sense 
of familiarity that marks a departure from the more 
scripted communication of the past. 

 Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg may 
have been influenced by the new openness when she 
publicly criticized Trump and called him a “faker,” a 
headline-grabbing shocker since the justices are 
 expected to steer clear of electoral politics.

 Circumspect is no longer the case in buttoned-up 
England, where Boris Johnson—the top cheerleader 
for Brexit—was named foreign minister. He is the 
British version of Trump, known for his undiplomat-
ic pronouncements and character assassinations. 
But then again he is American-born, so Britain can 
blame us in part for his gaffes.

 Trump may be the standard bearer for a brave 
new world or just the first guy who exploited the 
140-character tweet to savage his political opponents 
on a grand scale.

Stay tuned. This is one Trump show where we 
could all learn more about ourselves in Queens and 
the rest of the country. 

GAME CHANGER

Beat the heat while saving the earth
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Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s $5 
million study to look at the 
feasibility of constructing a 
tunnel from Long Island to ei-
ther the Bronx, Westchester or 
Connecticut, which he proud-
ly announced months ago, has 
yet to begin. There is still time 
to spend these funds for bet-
ter purposes.  The concept is 
nothing new, has been consid-
ered for decades and deemed 
unfeasible.  

Property condemnation 
at either end could displace 
thousands of residents and 
businesses. By the time all the 
court cases would be resolved, 
it could take years and cost 
billions. Add the costs for con-
struction of any tunnel and it 
would be billions more. The 
estimated cost for the Gateway 
Tunnel, which would connect 
New Jersey with Penn Station, 
is $24 billion. Crossing Long 
Island Sound would be a far 
greater distance than the Hud-
son River. Can you imagine the 
cost of this project? Proposed 

construction of a new tunnel 
across Long Island Sound also 
has been previously studied by 
various planning and trans-
portation agencies going back 
decades.

Too many transportation 
studies championed by numer-

ous elected officials are noth-
ing more than placebos de-
signed to placate demagogues 
who are not regular users of 
the numerous public transpor-
tation alternatives that have 
been available for decades.

The real problem is finding 
money to make things happen. 
All too often funding for many 
studies would have been better 
spent on real capital and oper-
ating service improvements 
instead of just lining the pock-
ets of consultants. How many 
studies end up on the shelf of 
planners just collecting dust? 
How many times do we end up 
with a series of press confer-
ences and news releases de-
signed to provide free publici-
ty for elected officials to assist 
them in greasing the wheels of 
future elections.  These same 
elected officials promise a 
bright future but leave riders 
holding an empty bag

Larry Penner
Great Neck

READERS WRITE

Studies strand transit riders
LOGIC, EMOTION, POLI-

TICS AND MURDER
All of the above words are, 

unfortunately, connected at 
this trying time.

And, consideration of top-
ics should determine how 
you will decide for whom to 
vote this coming November.

I will not concern myself 
about which party you, the 
reader, endorse.  What is of 
greater importance is the 
fate of our country.

The person you choose 
to be our president might 
turn out to be either wise or 
foolish, generous or selfish, 

careful or careless. It’s amaz-
ing how many people want 
my vote.  I have received 
telephone and mail requests 
from both the Democratic 
and Republican camps and 
from personal representa-
tives of both and I have made 
a decision.

I will vote for the candi-
date I determine to be the 
best for the future of my/our 
country and I fervently hope 
that you will decide to do the 
same.

James Cohn
Douglaston

Vote your beliefs

Weigh in on the issues that matter 
to Queens by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

GOV. CUOMO
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I
n the March-April 2016 
Newsletter of the Auburn-
dale Improvement As-
sociation Inc. First Vice 

President Henry Euler told of 
several activities by the civic. 
He gave information about 
City Council Intro 446, which 
would ban the discharge, dis-
posal or use within the city of 
New York of any wastewater 
or natural gas waste produced 
from the process of hydrau-
lic fracturing, also known as 

fracking. Although fracking 
is illegal in New York state, 
this toxic wastewater can be 
sent into the state and could be 
used to deice roads. 

Several members of the 
Auburndale civic attended a 
rally held by the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners As-
sociation to demand that the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission grant city land-
mark status to the communi-
ty. President Terri Pouymari 
and Euler sent a letter prais-
ing the city Department of 
Finance for permitting prop-
erty owners and homeowner 
associations to record exist-
ing restrictive covenants into 
the agency’s Automated City 
Register Information system 
and hope the state will do the 

same. They thanked Council-
man Paul Vallone for his help 
in this matter.

Gloria Boyce-Charles, a 
member of the board of the 
Rosedale Civic Association 
Inc. wrote a full page praising 
PS 195 in Rosedale. She spe-
cifically mentioned Principal 
Beryl Bailey, who has been 
there for 14 years.  Bailey was 
singled out for the way she 
works with teachers, parents 
and the children. It seems 
that many children come into 
the building in the morning 
and sit on her lap and often 
give her a hug. Zero Periods 
three days a week help chil-
dren prepare for the statewide 
assessment tests. There are 
even adults available so par-
ents can bring in their young 

children early and don’t have 
to make two trips to school. A 
monthly weeknight exercise 
class, a weekend tennis club 
and a health fair help families 
have better health. Principal 
Bailey said she attended pub-
lic schools in nearby District 
28 and is just giving back.

The February 2016 Fresh 
Meadows Homeowners Civic 
Association Inc. Newsletter 
warned residents that they 
may live in an illegal apart-
ment if they live in an attic, 
get electricity with an ex-
tension cord, live in a cellar 
(half of your bedroom is un-
derground) or lock the door 
with a padlock. These apart-
ments are often dangerous. 
Landlords can be fined up to 
$25,000. The civic informed 

its members that if they are 
concerned that there may 
be lead in the water in their 
house, they can call 311 to 
obtain a free testing kit from 
the DEP. 

The October 2015 Bayside 
Hills Beacon printed a thank 
you to member Jo-Ann Skutch 
for her efforts in maintaining 
the planters, shrubs and flow-
ers on the malls and other 
green spaces in Bayside Hills. 
Also praised for their work in 
beautifying the community 
were Marrianne Downes, 
Ron Keil, Barbara Feder, Jack 
Niedermeyer and Sebastian 
D’Agostino. This is a commu-
nity making itself better.

COLUMNS

Civic associations improve their neighborhoods

W
hen I went to Columbia 
Journalism School in 
1985, we were taught 
that good journalism 

“comforts the afflicted and af-
flicts the comfortable.”

Sydney Schanberg life’s 
work embodies that motto.

Schanberg died July 9 and 
the perilous craft of investiga-
tive journalism lost yet anoth-
er of its finest.

He was best known for his 
courageous war-zone report-
ing from Cambodia during 
the fall of Phnom Penh in 1975 
and his chronicling of the sav-
age genocide by Pol Pot and 
the Khmer Rouge. He won a 
Pulitzer for that but, more 
importantly, he showed the 
world another side of himself 
through his close relationship 
with his Cambodian inter-
preter,  Dith Pran.

Schanberg and Pran saved 
each other’s lives during this 
period and forged a bond that 
was recorded  in Schanberg’s 
best-selling book, “The Death 
and Life of Dith Pran.”

That book made it to the big 
screen (“The Killing Fields”) 
and the relationship between 
Schanberg and Dith, played 
by Sam Waterston and Dr. Ha-
ing S. Ngor, was witnessed by 
millions who learned of this 
brutal episode in history.

Schanberg was a prickly, 
hard-bitten journalist who 
didn’t suffer fools. When he 
returned from Cambodia, he 
was on the fast track at The 
New York Times: first as met-
ropolitan editor and then as 
an op-ed columnist, covering 
metro matters. A column at 
The Times is generally akin 
to an appointment to the Su-
preme Court—you either re-
tire or die in that post.

But Sydney Schanberg 
wasn’t your typical columnist 
and he wasn’t your typical 
Timesman. He always spoke 
truth to power, going after ra-
pacious developers like Don-
ald Trump and Harry Mack-
lowe, and shining a light on 
other miscreants in Gotham.

His unrelenting criticism 
of The Times’ coverage of 
Westway, a controversial wa-
terfront road project that will 
forever be linked to Donald 
Trump, ultimately led to his 
demise. He was unceremoni-
ously dumped from the op-ed 
page and he became a media 
wanderer for the next few de-

cades.
I got to know Schanberg 

in 1985 at The Times when I 
interviewed to be his assis-
tant. We had a candid conver-
sation, he seemed to like me 
and I walked out feeling good 
about my prospects. And then 
a phone call from him came 
two days later. “I’m not going 
to hire you,” were the disarm-
ingly candid words he uttered. 
“But I’d like you to freelance 
for me and do research for 
some of my investigative col-
umns, OK?”

Sure, I replied, and we 
vowed to get together in a few 
weeks to discuss this poten-
tial gig. 

It never happened, howev-
er, because shortly thereafter 
his column was discontinued.

Fast forward 15 years later 
and I was the publisher and 
co-owner of a group of weekly 

newspapers in Manhattan. I 
had an idea to start a political 
weekly newspaper titled “City 
Hall.” I was looking for a high-
profile editor. I called Sydney 
Schanberg. He was available 
and he liked my idea.

For the next few months 
we worked together on the pa-
per. He was happy to create a 
hard-hitting publication that 
would shine a light on malfea-
sance in city government. He 
mocked up a number of front 
pages and interior sections 
in pencil, all with creative 
ideas and biting sensibility. 
This was in August 2001. We 
planned a launch date of Octo-
ber that year.

But alas, the Twin Towers 
came tumbling down a few 
weeks later and it was not a 
propitious time to launch a 
newspaper in Lower Manhat-
tan, where the air still reeked 

of 9/11.
Sydney Schanberg grace-

fully told me that he under-
stood our poor timing and 
that he was going to move on, 
but to keep in touch if we ever 
wanted to revisit the City Hall 
newspaper idea.

I eventually was able to 
launch that newspaper in 2006, 
five years later, incorporating 
some of Sydney’s ideas and 
zeal for covering government.

And now, as I plan the 10th 
anniversary issue and gala 
for the publication we first 
conceived in 2001 (now called 
City and State), comes word of 
Sydney Schanberg’s death at 
82 of a heart attack.

I hope that his passing can 
be a lesson to all of us who toil 
in media that we can give in 
to the better angels of our na-
ture and be more like Sydney 
Schanberg. His reporting from 
Cambodia, his extraordinary 
friendship with Dith Pran, his 
tough-nosed columns about 
New York’s rogues gallery of 
characters, they all added up 
to an extraordinary career.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

What a legendary journalist taught us

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Sydney Schanberg wasn’t your 
typical columnist. He always spoke 

truth to power, going after rapacious 
developers like Donald Trump 

and Harry Macklowe, and shining 
a light on other miscreants in Gotham.
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natural born 
musician
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B
y now even if you have 
not yet played Poke-
mon Go, you are more 
aware of it than your 

own breathing. You have read 
that the app has been more 
downloaded than any other 
app, ever, and that it has actu-
ally convinced kids to leave 
the house to go play outside—a 
miracle! 

But you have probably also 
heard about the player who 
stumbled upon a dead body, 
and the two guys who walked 
off a cliff (but lived), and the 
15-year-old who didn’t look up 
and got hit by a car. (She’s alive, 
too.) And then there were those 
four guys arrested in a black 

BMW somewhere in Missouri 
for waiting in a secluded area 
and robbing the Pokemon play-
ers who stopped by. 

So if you are part of the vast 
web of Very Concerned Adults 
whose life’s purpose seems to 
be dreaming up terrible things 
that can happen to kids when 
they venture beyond the kitch-
en, you can relax. You’ve got 
your stranger-danger stories.

Following this incredibly 
predictable script, a bunch of 
our local television stations 
are solemnly warning us about 
scenarios they have made up 
in their heads: Reports CBS 
New York, “there are worries 
that sex offenders might use 
the app to lure children.” And, 
says NBC New York, the app 
“could potentially put young 
people at risk.”

Note to news editors: Wor-
ries are not the same as “re-
alities.” What’s more, pretty 
much anything can “potential-
ly” put young people at risk, 
including eating dinner (they 

could choke!), playing baseball 
(they could get hit by a bat!) 
and attending school (what if 
they fall off the stage during a 
production of “Annie”?).

As delightful as Pokemon 
Go is to play—I love it and I’ve 
never played video games (or 
whatever this is) before—it 
seems to be more exciting to 
the authorities who can spit 
out a new set of warnings faster 
than you can say “Air time.”

And so all the way across 
the country, the San Fran-
cisco Police Department took 
it upon itself to tell moms and 
dads that they should “know 
where your kids are going 
when playing with the app” 
and “set limits”—as if parents 
couldn’t possibly figure this 
out for themselves. As if this 
whole “kids going outside” 
thing is just so new and crazy.

The ’Frisco Fear-mongers 
also published this Pokemon 
Go Safety Tip: “Know your sur-
roundings and pay attention to 
where you’re going and who is 

around you. Slow car parallel-
ing a person on foot might be a 
sign it’s a getaway car.”

Um, yeah. Except that with 
literally 15 million people play-
ing this game across the entire 
country for the past week, we 
have that one BMW in Mis-
souri to point to as an actual 
menace.

Meantime, over in England, 
which you’d think has bigger 
problems to freak out about, the 
authorities are warning that 
the app could be used to make 
children “easily accessible to 
criminals”—and they don’t 
even have the game there yet.

It is almost like there’s a par-
allel universe out there: Game 
players get points for finding 
Pokemon, and the warning 
class gets points for dreaming 
up Hollywood horror movie 
plots. But the warners also 
get massive publicity, because 
nothing sells like kids in peril. 
Even if they aren’t in peril.

So the other morning I 
was walking around my bus-

tling neighborhood, Jackson 
Heights, when I saw one mom 
showing another mom the app. 
The explainer had her 10-year-
old son with her. “Can he go 
out on his own to play?” I (a 
stranger!) asked.

“Oh no, no, no,” she said, 
as if I’d queried, “Would you 
bathe your child in acid?” The 
other mom agreed: No way.

“What age do you think 
you’ll let them play on their 
own?”

Answered Mom #1, grimly 
laughing: “28.” 

The Pokemon game is so 
fun, so simple, so shareable, it 
is as if the company invented 
the 21st century equivalent of 
the ball—a toy kids can play 
with on their own, or in a 
group, or when they’re walk-
ing down the street.

But the ball came of age 
before the warning industry, 
indeed before the dawn of his-
tory, so kids simply got to go 
outside and play with it.

Imagine that.

Pokemon Go gets the fear mongers going 
COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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BY BILL PARRY

Riders of the beleaguered No. 7 sub-
way line have been dreaming of open-
gangway subway cars for years as an 
answer to the chronic over-crowding 
on their trains. When Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced Monday that he has 
a plan that will bring 1,025 new subway 
cars, including 750 “Open Car End” de-
signed cars, to the MTA, hope ran high 
on social media.

But the new cars, which are de-
signed to increase capacity, will not 
roll on the No. 7 subway line because 
they wouldn’t fit and the line recently 
received new cars, according to the 
MTA.  The open-gangway cars won’t 
run on any numbered lines but only 
on the lettered lines, according to the 
MTA.

“That’s a shame, because they 
are really wonderful,” 7 Train Blues 
founder Melissa Orlando said.

The open-gangway subway cars 
have a new design that replaces the 
door between cars with an accordian-
like connector that eliminates separa-
tion between cars and increases capac-
ity by as much as 10 percent.  It creates 
longer, open spaces, allowing for great-
er passenger flow, and they are grow-
ing more popular in London, Paris and 
Toronto.

“I’m really happy for New York City 
Transit that they are getting these 

wonderful new cars but it’s disappoint-
ing to know we won’t be getting them,” 
7 Train Blues Founder Melissa Or-
lando said. “Even when the new CBTC 
signal system is up and running in 
2017 and we will have two extra trains 
each hour, we still won’t have enough 
capacity for the growing population ex-
plosion in western Queens where all of 
our lines are pushed to the limit.”

 The new cars and major station 

renovations were announced as part of 
the MTA’s $27 billion, five-year capital 
plan.

“New York deserves a world-class 
transportation network, worthy of its 
role as the heartbeat of the 21st century 
economy,” Cuomo said. “The MTA de-
sign team developed a bold and vision-
ary reimagining of the quintessential 
commuter experience, incorporating 
best practices from global transit sys-

tems, and focusing on our core mission 
to renew, enhance and expand.”

The new cars will also feature 
much wider doors to reduce delays by 
allowing passengers to enter and exit 
more quickly, a host of new amenities 
including WiFi, USB chargers and 
customer information displays and se-
curity cameras to promote passenger 
safety. The exterior will include a new 
blue front with large windows, LED 
headlights, and a blue stripe with gold 
accents along the sides.

“The governor gave the MTA a man-
date to implement new, world-class de-
signs as quickly as possible for all new 
subway cars and that’s what you’re 
seeing today -- innovation making the 
lives and commutes of all New York-
ers easier,” MTA Chairman and CEO 
Thomas Prendergast said.”

The initiative includes a new and 
improved design standard for sub-
way stations. Extensive renovations 
are planned for 31 stations across the 
five boroughs, but it is not clear which 
stations in Queens will be selected or 
when any projects would begin.  .

“We are going to do more than reno-
vate, we are bringing subway stations 
to a higher standard than ever before,” 
Cuomo said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

New gangway subway cars are included in Gov. Cuomo's plan for the MTA, but don't look for 
them on the No. 7 subway line. Photo courtesy Gov. Cuomo's office

New subway car planned for MTA: Cuomo

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) announced the 
renaming of the corner 
of Seaside Avenue and 
Beach Channel Drive in 
Far Rockaway as “Mid-
shipman Justin Zemser 
Way” for the late Queens 
resident who died in the 
2015 Amtrak crash while 
on his way to visit family 
in the Rockaways.  The 
City Council passed leg-
islation to approve sever-
al renamings in the five 
boroughs.

The train was en route 
from Washington, D.C to 
Penn Station and crashed 
in Port Richmond, Pa., 
near the Philadelphia 
train station. The derail-
ment killed eight pas-
sengers and injured 200. 
Investigators from the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board determined 
it was caused by the en-
gineer, who became dis-
tracted and lost control 
of the train. He lived in 
Forest Hills.

Zemser, 20, was re-
membered as a bright 
young man with a great 
future ahead of him. He 
graduated from Chan-
nel View School for Re-
search as valedictorian 
in 2013 and was in his 
second year at the U.S. 
Naval Academy at the 
time of his death. During 
high school he kept busy 
by serving in student 
government, volunteer-
ing and was captain of 
his schools varsity foot-
ball team, according to 
Ulrich. 

Ulrich has a special 
motivation for honoring 
Zemser, who was one of 
his interns.

 “Midshipman Jus-
tin Zemser embodied 
the very best our nation 
has to offer,” Ulrich said 
“He was a born leader, a 
gifted student and a tire-
less servant. We can all 
learn from the example 
he set every day and 
from his commitment to 
both country and com-
munity. I’m thankful to 
my colleagues in the City 
Council for passing this 
legislation, and I’m look-
ing forward to putting 

up the new street sign, so 
we can continue to honor 
Midshipman Justin Zem-
ser’s life.”

Howard Zemser, 
Justin’s father, praised 
Ulrich and his team for 
their efforts.

“We thank Council 
member Ulrich and his 
staff for getting this done 
and fighting to honor 
Justin,” he said “We’re 
looking forward to put-
ting up the new sign and 
inviting the community 
to join us.”

Zemser was an active 
member of the Rockaway 
community. He would 
often visit and give mo-
tivational speeches to 
high schoolers while in 
his midshipman’s uni-
form. Joseph Feather-
ston, assistant principal 
of Channel View School 
for Research, believes 
the street renaming is 
the perfect way to honor 
Zemser. 

“The signpost bear-
ing his name will be a 
constant reminder to 
Channel View’s students 
that they should live 
their lives following the 
‘Zemser Way’ — patrio-
tism, service, academic 
success, honesty, friend-
ship, and leadership,”  he 
said “

U.S. Naval Academy 
Public Affairs Officer 
CommanderJohn Scho-
field also believes the 
street renaming is a 
great way to honor the 
serviceman.

“Justin Zemser was 
and will always be a 
member of the Naval 
Academy family,” he 
said “Any effort to keep 
his memory alive is cer-
tainly an appropriate 
way to remember who he 
was and the excellence he 
embodied as a U.S. Naval 
Academy Midshipman.”

Zemser honored 
by Far Rockaway 
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��NYCB Elite*��
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NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and maintain $100,000 or 
more in combined balances2.

1.11% 
APY1

SAVING
S

SUN-SATIO
NAL

JUSTIN ZEMSER
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Pepsi-Cola bottling plant since 1940.
The plant was closed in 1999 and 

demolished to make way for the 21-acre 
Queens West Development Corpora-
tion. When TF Cornerstone bought the 
site from Pepsico, it agreed to display 
the sign on the property and when the 
developer constructed the last of six 

luxury high rises, it had architect firm 
Aquitectonica design the building to 
wrap around the sign. The building’s 
facade facing the sign is set back for 
the first eight floors and juts out from 
the ninth floor to frame the sign.

The Pepsi-Cola sign had been under 
consideration by the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission since 1988.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Voter registration forms will now 
be available in five new languages, ac-
cording to an announcement from the 
city Campaign Finance Board and the 
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs.

Campaign Finance Board Execu-
tive Director Amy Loprest announced 
voter registration forms would now 
be made available in Arabic, French, 
French Creole, Russian and Urdu. Lo-
prest said the new translated forms 
would open voter participation to thou-
sands of people.

“Today New York City is sending 
a simple message to all its citizens: 
that we want you to vote, that your 
voice matters and that our city works 
better when your voice is heard,” she 
said July 14. “Voters want and deserve 
clear, reliable information about elec-
tions that they can trust. Unfortunate-
ly, too many voters go looking for this 
information and cannot find it.”

The city also intends to provide 
voter registration forms in additional 
languages. Besides the five new lan-
guages, voter registration forms were 
already available in English, Spanish, 
Chinese, Korean and Bangla. Mayor 
Bill de Blasio expressed his support 
for the expansion of voter registration 
form availability, saying it would only 
serve to strengthen New York’s elec-
toral process.

“No one should be disenfranchised 
because of their language,” he said. 
“New York is a city of immigrants, and 

these forms will help New Yorkers of 
every background cast their ballots on 
Election Day.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Voters can now request a voter registration 
form in five new languages, according to a 
recent announcement by the New York City 
Campaign Finance Board and the Mayor's 
Office of Immigrant Affairs.

City adds languages

without ties to the Crescent City that 
fired up the crowd just before Dr. John 
took the stage.

Soulive, a jazz/funk trio that origi-
nated in Brooklyn, said they thorough-
ly enjoyed playing their set  at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Guitarist Erik 
Krasno, drummer Alan Evans and his 
organ playing brother Neal were all fa-
miliar with the old World’s Fair site.

“The crazy thing is me and my 
brother grew up in Brooklyn and we 
used to see this place from the highway 
all the time,” Alan Evans said. “But 
it’s our first time stepping foot on the 
grounds. What a great vibe, it’s beauti-
ful in here, man.”

Krasno currently lives in Green-
point, Brooklyn.

“I was never here before either and 
it’s a real kick to perform at the old 
World’s Fair and I can be home in 10 
minutes,” he said. “The park is cool 
and the people really know their mu-
sic, and I love playing with Mac. He’s 
one of the true greats in all of music.”

He was referring to Dr. John, whose 
real name is Malcolm John “Mac” Re-
bennack, who claims to be no stranger 
to the borough.

“I’ve played Queens before, oh 
yeah,” Dr. John said in his familiar 
Nola drawl. “I remember playing here 
some years back, yeah. Can’t remem-
ber exactly where or exactly when, but 
yeah, Queens is great and it’s good to 
be back.”

Dr. John

Pepsi sign

Continued from Page 9

Continued from Page 5
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

on select purchases of  
Hunter Douglas 

window fashions with  
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A FDNY color guard leads two flat-bed trucks bearing some of the last relics of 9/11 out of the lot at Hanger 17 
at  Kennedy Airport.

WTC relics leave their JFK resting place

John Hodge (l), president of the Tunnel to Towers Foundation 
named for his cousin, Stephen Siller, a firefighter who died 
in 9/11, finalizes arrangements with Port Authority police.

The FDNY attends to the handover of relics 
from the World Trade Center attacks to the 
foundation. 

A motor for one the WTC's elevators survived the collapse. A section of the parking garage under the WTC is one of three pieces the Port Authority 
 donated to a 9/11 foundation.

A volunteer from the Tunnel to Towers Foundation standing with an arti-
fact from the WTC that is being moved.

Volunteers draw the flag over the largest piece, the base for a TV antenna 
that had been mounted on the roof of the World Trade Center.

Photos by Michael Shain
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LATE

amazing
things 
are happening 
in queens.

New York Hospital Queens is now 
NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens.

To find a physician, call 718-670-2000 or visit nyp.org/queens.
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Saluting Satchmo in Flushing Meadows

Trumpeter Kermit Ruffins is about as close as you 
can get to a reincarnation of Armstrong.

The percussion band Samba New York with its  dancers 
walks around the Unisphere to draw an audience. 

Under the shadow of the New York State Pavilion, festival-goers heard six different bands for free. 

Grammy-award winning Dr. John, the best-known practitioner of tradi-
tional New Orleans music these days, is at the top of the bill for the third 
annual Armstrong festival in Flushing Meadows Park.  

Up close, Deputy Borough President Melva Miller lets the good times—
and her cellphone camera—roll as Dr. John performs.

Father and daughter are all ears for the beat of old 
New Orleans. 

Selfie time in the front row, with the band in the background.  

Photos by Michael Shain
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for ev-
eryone.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit 
by a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or 

your presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cy-
cling. You want all of your 
senses to be available to 
avoid accidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

could injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped be-
fore crossing the road or 

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to 
catch a bus or stepping out 
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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BY MARK HALLUM

Sabor Guarani in Bayside is 
more that just a new addition to 
the variety of ethnic cuisines 
found on Bell Boulevard. It is 
also a story of immigration, 
hard work and ambition.

Fabricio Ojeda opened Sab-
or Guarani with his sister and 
business partner, Natalia Arce, 
in October 2015 after spending 
years learning the restaurant 
business from his mother, who 
owns the Sunnyside establish-
ment I Love Paraguay.

Ojeda and his family re-
located from Lambare, Para-
guay to Westchester in 2000. 
In their hometown, Ojeda’s 
mother had owned a restau-
rant called Petit Amore, and 
also provided lunches for local 
schoolchildren. Upon moving 

to the United States, the fam-
ily opened up Little Paraguay 
in Westchester, where Ojeda 
began getting involved in the 
family business. In 2008, I 
Love Paraguay opened in Sun-
nyside.

When Ojeda decided it was 
time to start his own business, 
he chose Bayside for strategic 
reasons. There is active foot 
traffic through the business 
district and easy access for 
the Paraguayan communities 
of Flushing, Whitestone and 
Long Island via the Cross Is-
land Expressway, Highway 
295, Highway 495 and North-
ern Boulevard. 

The cultural diversity of 
Bell Boulevard was another 
draw for Ojeda, who was look-
ing to position his enterprise 
in a place where people seek 

out dishes from around the 
world.

Paraguayan food, however, 
has yet to gain a foothold in 
the United States, Ojeda says

“We want people to know 
what Paraguay is. Some peo-
ple walk in here and they say, 
‘Where is Paraguay?’” Ojeda 
said. “Everybody knows Co-
lombian, everybody knows 
Mexican food, Peruvian food. 
But we want to be the ones who 
bring Paraguayan food onto 
the plate of New York.”

Sabor Guarani is not only 
about introducing Paraguayan 
dishes to the American public. 
The long-term goal of the res-
taurant is to serve immigrant 
communities from the South 
American country, wherever 
they are. Ojeda currently man-
ages the business himself, but 
within a year he plans to hire a 
manager and expand the oper-
ation to Westchester County in 
order to serve customers who 
voice complaints about having 
to make the trek to Queens. He 
hopes to later expand to Man-
hattan, Washington, D.C. and 
one day Florida. According 
to Ojeda, the nation’s capital 
has a significant Paraguayan 
community with no place to 
satisfy their native culinary 
cravings.

Ojeda recently showcased 
his famous empanadas at 
the annual Taste of Bayside, 
a fund-raising event in May 
which gave local restaurants 
the opportunity to showcase 

their talents. Standout items 
on the menu include the I Love 
Paraguay steak sandwich and 
the Bife a Caballo, a steak dish 
served with eggs and onions. 
For dessert, there is Mousse 
de Mbaracuya, a passion fruit 

mousse, or Queso con Miel Ne-
gra, a cheese and honey dish.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 

Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment 
to further business through word of 

mouth marketing. 
Contact chapter president Martin Koos to 
arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-
12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact Lydie 
Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique 
business networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps form 
alliances.  Relationships are built. 
Facilitator is Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, leader and 

organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Sabor Guarini wants to familiarize New York diners with the tastes of 
Paraguayan food  Photo by Michael Shain

Bayside gets Paraguayan fl avor
Sabor Guarani opens the neighborhood’s eyes to a little-known South American cuisine 

The cultural diversity of Bell Boulevard’s restaurant row led Fabricio 
Ojeda to open his restaurant there.  Photo by Michael Shain
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Bratton to Pokémon Go players: Be carefi ul
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Pokemon Go may be one of 
the most popular apps ever, but 
New York Police Commission-
er Bill Bratton isn’t amused.

The commissioner, speak-
ing at a conference at the Po-
lice Academy in College Point, 
commented on the game, 
which is the new phenomenon 
these days. He was perplexed 
at the popularity of the app.

“I haven’t the faintest in-
terest in that stupid craze,” 
he told reporters “I don’t un-
derstand it. I think too many 
people have been watching 
the zombie shows on TV and 
basically millennials seem 
to be fascinated with making 
themselves walking zombies 
around Pokemon.”

The topic came up after a 
snapchat video showed NYPD 
officers in Far Rockaway play-
ing the game while on duty. 
The new game allows users 
to catch Pokemon at real life 
locations using their GPS. Us-
ers are encouraged to walk 
around the city, and at any 
point a wild Pokemon can ap-
pear. Players then throw Poke-
balls to capture them, adding 

them to their collection. There 
are also various Pokestops, 
where players can get more 
Pokeballs. The game forces 
players to step outside and 
explore neighborhoods and 
areas they might never have 
ventured into in order to catch 
one of the 150 Pokemon cur-
rently available.

“I know there was an inci-
dent — facts uncertain —  in-
volving several New York City 
police officers and we’ll take 
a look at that as to whether 
there was any inappropriate 
behavior on their part,”  Brat-
ton said.

He said there is a potential 
danger posed by the game as 
players are drawn to strange 
places in search of Pokemons.

“I don’t understand it, I 
don’t attempt to understand 
it,” he said “It has no appeal 
to me and at the same time 
people are putting themselves 
at great risk, being lured into 
certain neighborhoods that 
they have no knowledge of 
and subjecting themselves to 
potentially being victims of 
crime, much like people trying 
to buy things off craigslist.”

He also warned users to be 

aware of their surroundings. 
“The constant peering 

down at their devices as 
they’re walking around look-
ing for, I guess,  Pokemon, it’s 
like looking for the tooth fairy.  
They’re putting themselves at 
risk for accidents”

Bratton’s concerns are not 
completely unfounded. Several 
incidents nationwide involving 
the app have occurred. In Bos-
ton two players were robbed at 
gunpoint in their car as they 
played in a parking lot. Last 
week a video captured a stam-
pede of people running in the 
street towards Central Park 
in an attempt to catch a rare 
Pokemon, abandoning their 
cars and blocking traffic. 

As a result of the stampede, 
NYPD tweeted a set of guide-
lines to enable players to enjoy 
the game while also staying 
out of harm’s way. The tips in-
cluded: Do not drive while us-
ing the app, do not trespass on 
private property and be alert 
at all times. They concluded by 
telling users: “Have fun AND 
stay safe. Good luck in your 
quest, and happy hatching, 
trapping, and training at the 
Pokemon Gym.”

Pokemon Go player are putting themselves in danger, according to NYPD 
Commissioner William Bratton. Photo by Michael Shain 
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Selection
at Major World
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Education savings pay off
Improved student achieve-

ment and higher graduation 
rates are not as hard to achieve 
as one might think. 

They could become a re-
ality with one simple policy: 
educational choice.

Robust parental choice in 
education is an idea that has 
taken root in more communi-
ties in the U.S. than ever be-
fore, and education savings 
accounts (ESAs) are the best 
mechanism to date for fund-
ing customized learning for 
students.

These accounts allow fami-
lies to completely tailor their 
children’s educational experi-
ence by funding students in-
stead of physical school build-

ings and letting that funding 
follow children to any educa-
tion provider of choice. 

This gives parents access 
to options that meet their chil-
dren’s unique learning needs.

For example, in Arizona, 
parents can withdraw their 
children from public or char-
ter schools and 90 percent of 
the funds the state would have 
spent on them is deposited into 
an ESA (known in Arizona as 
an Empowerment Scholarship 
Account).

Parents can then use these 
funds for such education-relat-
ed expenses as:

• private school tuition and 
fees;

• education therapy ser-

vices;
• textbooks and tutoring;
• online learning courses;
• Advanced Placement (AP) 

exams, achievement tests and 
college admission exams;

• contributions to a 529 col-
lege savings plan;

• college tuition and text-
books;

• individual public school 
classes and programs.

The funding can go to sev-
eral education providers at 
once, an option that could be-
come increasingly important 
as online learning prolifer-
ates.

This level of customization 
helps bring American educa-
tion into the 21st century and 

can ensure that no child is rel-
egated to the limited effective-
ness of a monopolistic system.

Parents can also “roll over” 
unused funds from year to 
year.

ESAs are the only educa-
tional choice policy to date 
that affords consideration of 
“opportunity costs,” which 
encourage families to pursue 
the best education for the best 
value to maximize their ESA 
dollars.

A recent study by the Fried-
man Foundation for Educa-
tional Choice—a nonprofit and 
nonpartisan organization—
discovered that when parents 
are able to choose where their 
children go to school, they’re 

happier with the entire ex-
perience. School choice also 
leads to increased academic 
achievement, graduation rates 
and student safety.

In addition, the foundation 
says, educational choice op-
tions put competitive pressure 
on public school systems to 
improve and to meet the needs 
of students or risk losing pu-
pils—and money.

Learn More
Only five states currently 

have ESA programs. For a 
list of resources and more in-
formation about educational 
choice, visit www.edchoice.
org/parents-and-educators.

Whether you’re 
searching for a job or 
moving up in your career, 
a number of professions 
require a minimum of a 
bachelor’s degree. Most 
career analysts and ex-
perts agree that a bache-
lor’s degree is a key asset 
that can offer profession-
als many advantages.

Yet, according to the 
Lumina Foundation, less 
than 40 percent of work-
ing-age Americans have 
a college degree. Many 
people today are choos-
ing to forgo a college edu-
cation.

Dr. Elena Mastors, 

dean of faculty at Univer-
sity of Phoenix College 
of Humanities and Sci-
ences, says a bachelor’s 
degree has five primary 
benefits:

1. It aids in the job 
search. When job candi-
dates have equal quali-
fications, an employer 
is often more likely to 
choose the person with a 
college degree. 

2. It solidifies job se-
curity. Unemployment is 
lower for college gradu-
ates than it is for those 
who have completed 
some college or who end-
ed their education with a 

high school diploma.
3. It helps secure a 

higher starting salary—
with salary increases 
throughout a career. 
Workers with a bach-
elor’s degree tend to earn 
more at the same posi-
tions than workers with-
out a degree. 

4. It benefits rapidly 
expanding job fields. 
Many professions, such 
as writing, technically 
oriented fields, and sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering and mathemat-
ics (STEM) are evolving 
rapidly. To keep their 
positions, workers are 

expected to adjust and 
change with the times. 
As a result, college grad-
uates may have the ad-
vantage.

5. It helps students 
hone and refine lifelong 
skills. Critical and cre-
ative thinking, collabo-
ration, communication 
and knowing how to use 
information are valued 
skills in any career re-
gardless of college major.

According to Pew Re-
search Center, 83 percent 
of college grads say their 
degree was “worth it.” 

The lasting benefi ts 
of a college degree
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EDUCATION

IT’S NOT  
TOO LATE  
TO APPLY  
FOR FALL!
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EDUCATION

Life is about mak-
ing this world a 
better place for 

all living beings. Holy Cross 
High School is committed to 
molding our students into al-
truistic, strong young men 
who will one day better the 
world by utilizing all they 
have learned and experi-
enced.

This past February, Peter 
Salerno (Junior) approached 
Dr. Teresa Augustyniak (aka 
Dr. A.), Director of Communi-
cations and Marketing, and 
asked if he could begin an in-
school organization focusing 
on lessening the suffering of 
the world – in particular, ani-
mals in need. Little did Mr. 
Salerno know he was about to 
begin the process of helping 
to save felines and canines 
at four local animal rescues 
spanning from Queens to 

Long Island. 
Appropriately titled the 

Animal Rescues Committee 
(ARC), the team consists of 
six students: Peter Salerno 
‘18, Chairman, Joseph Viera 
‘18, Chairman, Justin Tay-
lor ‘18, Chairman, Domenic 
Avallone ‘18, Chairman, and 
Executive Members, Joseph 
Cinquemani ‘17 and John 
Neuenfeldt ‘18.

With a $1200 goal, ARC 
members began collecting 
from faculty and staff. A 
“general store” was opened 
in Dr. A.’s office where donors 
redeemed vouchers they re-
ceived upon donating – choos-
ing from candy, beverages, 
and healthy snacks. Shortly 
thereafter, the team hit the 
ground running to the com-
munity. In May, Holy Cross 
held a school-wide Sneaker 
Day for ARC. With a dona-

tion, students were permit-
ted to wear sneakers versus 
mandated uniform attire. 
Coupled with faculty mem-
ber Christine Burke’s dona-
tion of leashes, collars, toys, 
and other supplies, the group 
collected newspapers, paper 
towels, and crates and, in the 
end, surpassed their goal.

Recently, Give Me Shelter 
Project, Inc. of Forest Hills 
happened to save a very ill 
kitten, Nadia. Nadia’s medi-
cal bills are high and ARC’s 
donation arrived at just 
the right time! In addition, 
the other rescues benefited 
greatly from the funds and 
unexpected gifts. Holy Cross 
is now a proud, permanent 
part of the NY Bully Crew, 
Inc. as we have an in-house 
plaque for our donations.

Dr. A. offered, “I am 

beyond proud of the kindness 
and respect these students 
have for their environment. 
It was astounding to watch 
and only confirms that when 
the right people are in their 
element, they soar and do 
amazing things just as these 
young men did this year. 
There’s truly something for 
everyone here at Holy Cross.”   

NON-PROFIT RESCUES 
AWARDED FUNDS & 

MATERIALS

Give Me Shelter Project,  
Inc., Forest Hills, N.Y.

NY Bully Crew, Inc., 
Patchogue, N.Y.

Second Chance Animal 
Rescue, Copiague, N.Y.

Second Chance Rescue,  
NYC, Whitestone, N.Y.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

HOLY CROSS STUDENT GROUP FUNDRAISES 
FOR LOCAL ANIMAL RESCUES
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EDUCATION

Registration Hours: Mon–Thurs 3pm to 8pm & Sat 11am to 3pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~Musical Theater 
Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Salsa Caleña ~ Jumps, Leaps & Turns  

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boy Classes ~ Adult Classes  
Drama and Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons ~ Competition Dance Team

Voted Best 
Children’s 

Gymnastics

Voted Best 
Adult Dance 

Studio

Voted Best 
Performing
Arts Camp

Voted Best 
Children’s

Dance 
Studio

Fall Enrollment 
Begins July 22nd

OPEN HOUSE: Sat, 8/13 from 12pm to 3pm (Free classes, demos, tour the studio, meet the staff)
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

John Brown Smokehouse celebrated its fourth year in Long Island City July 18. Owner Josh 
Bowen took to the smoker as part of the celebration. Photo by Normandeau

Council Member Paul Vallone speaks to the City Council during deliberations to rename 
32nd Avenue and 204th Street in honor of Bayside High School’s longtime women's coach 
Stephen Piorkowski.  He is credited with creating a dynasty in both softball and girls’ bas-
ketball at the city championships during his tenure. 

At the Thomas White Jr. Foundation building in Jamaica, 12 eager graduates of the Queens 
Economic Development Corporation's new Prime Skills Entrepreneurship Program show off 
their diplomas with Councilman Ruben Wills, Yusef Abdul-Wali, Ricardi Calixte, Assembly 
Member Vivian E. Cook and Seth Bornstein. Courtesy of QEDC

At New York-Presbyterian Hospital in Flushing, the ribbon is cut on a new  pharmacy 
for patients so they can get prescriptions filled right on the spot. (l-r) Ricky Chow, 
Kevin Wilkin, Jaclyn Mucaria, Stephen Limonta, Alex Melchert, Stephen Mills, presi-
dent and CEO of NYPQ,  Andrew Castiglione, Les Saltzman and Thomas Weigl.  

Courtesy of NewYork-Presbyterian-Queens/Dominick Totino

A costume design workshop at Queens Borough Hall, with Borough President Melinda Katz 
(c), helps kids make their own costumes for the Junior Carnival coming this September, which 
is National Caribbean-American Heritage Month. Courtesy of the Borough President's office

Rego Park teen Bernard Witek won the 2016 National Championship in Men’s Saber—the 
most difficult of the fencing styles—in Dallas last week. Witek, a senior at Loyola School in 
Manhattan, trains five days a week,  says his family. Courtesy of Bernard Witek
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Despite the many contribu-
tions that performing artists 
make to the city’s cultural vi-
brancy, the high cost of real 
estate, combined with the 

limited resources that many 
performers have at their dis-
posal, can make finding suit-
able rehearsal or work spaces 
extremely difficult.

With that problem in mind, 
nonprofit Exploring the Me-
tropolis (EtM) has come up 
with innovative workspace 
solutions. EtM’s efforts have 
created wider opportunities 
for artists and audiences in 
communities across the city, 
including Flushing and Ja-
maica.

A major part of those efforts 
is EtM’s Con Edison Compos-
ers’ Residency.

Matching a composer with 
a facility, the residency pro-
gram, funded in part by Con-

solidate Edison, Inc., offers its 
participants up to 25 hours of 
free rehearsal and work space 
per week. Each composer 
teams up with the host facility 
to present a free, open-to-the-
public program at the end of 
the residency. Creative spaces 
in such cultural facilities as 
Flushing Town Hall and the 
Queens Museum have been 
provided, with over $450,000 
worth of rehearsal space and 
financial support awarded to 
more than 45 composers since 
EtM got its start in 2009.

Last month, the nonprofit 
announced five recipients of 
the 2016-17 EtM Con Edison 
Composers’ Residency. Each 

TimesLedger, July 22-28, 2016TimesLedger, July 22-28, 2016

Continued on Page TK

MAKING 
SPACE 

TWO QUEENS 
COMPOSERS GET 

ROOM IN THE 
BOROUGH TO DEVELOP 

PATH-BREAKING 
PROJECTS

FOR MUSIC

Lea Bertucci will be composing a new piece at the Queens 
Museum, thanks to an Exploring the Metropolis residency. 

Photo by Walter Wlodarczyk
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PRODUCTIONS

“Guys and Dolls” — “I 
got the horse right here. 
His name is Paul Revere” — 
Gambling, romance and the 
Salvation Army fi ll the stage 
in the classic musical tale of 
Sky Masterson trying to woo 
Sister Sarah Brown on a bet. 
When: July 22 to July 24
Where: Maggie’s Little 
Theater, St. Margaret Parish 
Hall, 66-05 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors, $12/children
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

Michael Mott & Friends 
— Each week composer/
lyricist/performer Michael 
Mott hosts an evening of 
entertainment featuring 
special guests from the 
world of Broadway, music, 
comedy, magic and more. 
This week will be the second 
monthly Cabaret Night, 
featuring Miriam Baron, John 
Campione, Greg Laucella, 

Ashley Menard, Kodi Milburn, 
Jen Scavo and Yael Silver.
When: Wednesday, July 27 
at 8 pm
Where: The Astor Room, 
35-11 35th St., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact:  (718) 255-1947.

Hip to Hip Theatre 
Company — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Company is 
dedicated to stimulating and 
developing interest in the 
theatre arts in underserved 
communities by providing 
free, family-friendly, 
professional productions 
of popular classics, and 
free theatre workshops for 
children, in public spaces. 
This summer, the company 
is bringing two Shakespeare 
plays, “Julius Caesar” and 
“As You Like It,” to outdoor 
stages around the borough, 
along with “Kids and the 
Classics,” an interactive 
session performed before 
each play to familiarize 
young audience members 
with the dramatic characters 
they are about to see.
When & Where: Wednesday, 

July 27 (Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park at the 
Unisphere), Thursday, July 
28 (Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Corbett Road, 
Bayside), Friday, July 29 
(Voelker Orth Museum, 149-19 
39th Ave, Flushing) and 
Saturday, July 30 (St. Albans 
Park, 169th Sreet and Merrick 
Boulevard). “Kids and the 
Classic” programs start at 6 
pm, plays start at 7 pm
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 729-8567
Website: www.hiptohip.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttyyyy
DDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooooddddddDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFddddeeee IIIIIIIItttttattaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Christopher Garcia, who 
serves in the U.S. Army Reserve 
and works in construction, simply 
wanted to be present in his chil-
dren’s lives and help set them up 
for a bright future. Little did he 
know that he and his wife Nicole 
would turn that wish into a youth 
modeling agency, Strike A Pose. 

After ushering their first five 
children (out of 10 overall) into 
dance, modeling and pageantry 
in the late 1990s and early 2000s 
the Garcias tired of the favorit-
ism and extreme competition they 
found there. They were also tired 
of management companies that 
promised elaborate photo shoots 
for free, only to charge them up to 
$600 once the pictures were taken. 
Eventually, the family left the 
fashion and pageant circles.

“We were parents first, that got 
burned,” says Garcia, 43, from Ja-
maica.

But the Garcias soon found 
themselves drawn back into the 
style industry with their younger 
children. 

“The 2-year-old (now 8) was put 
in a pageant photo contest by my 
father-in-law without us knowing 
and she won,” says Garcia. “She 

kept getting pursued to model and 
when she did, she loved it,” adds 
Garcia. 

To help further their younger 
children’s passion for modeling, 
Garcia sent his children to a mod-
eling coach. Once again, he found 
himself disappointed. 

“One day we went down, and 
the door was locked. The owner of 
the building said ‘I’m not opening 
the building because this girl owes 
so much money,’ and all these par-
ents and kids were lined up out-
side,” says Garcia. “I spoke to my 
wife and we were going to pay the 
back rent so we could continue to 
help all these kids.” 

Unfortunately for the Gar-
cias and the many other parents 
that relied on the trainer, it took 
months before the landlord decid-
ed to lend them space for practice. 

“Down the line, he approached 
us about taking over the studio, 
and my wife and I became busi-
ness owners,” says Garcia. 

Together the Garcias decided 
that the business, Strike A Pose, 
would be like one big family. They 
currently have a roster of 20 kids, 
ranging in age from 3 to 19 years 
old. 

“They teach each other how to 
pose, how to smile, how to work 

the garment, and now it is like a 
little brother-and-sister environ-
ment, instead of you look better 
than this person,” says Nicole 
Garcia, 37.

With the Strike A Pose man-
agement team, the kids learn 
about more than modeling. They 
get lessons in self-confidence, how 
to prepare for the future and how 
to conduct themselves on social 
media. 

“Social media can give you 
great exposure, but you have to 
remember that as a model what 
you put up online should be indus-
try relevant,” says  Jesus Lewis 
(also known as Jay Runway), an 
SAP modeling coach and a former 
model. 

The Garcias hope to expand 
Strike A Pose’s current focus on 
modeling and dancing to include 
acting.

“We want our kids to know ev-
erything,” says Garcia. “Hopeful-
ly, before the summer is out, that 
is something we may pursue.” 

Strike A Pose is also a show-
case for up-and-coming designers, 
and is a producer of child/teen 
fashion shows. 

By producing the kids segment 
of fashion shows, the Garcias 

Giving boro kids a fashion-forward future

Young Strike A Pose models took to the runway at the 
Fashion on the Hudson show, which features models and de-
signers of color.  Photo by Naeisha RoseContinued on Page TK

Every Monday & Tuesday enjoy unlimited 
11/4 lb. lobster dinner with sweet summer corn on the cob. 
Absolutely no sharing! No take-out orders or doggy bags, 

not with any other offers.
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FILM

Outdoor Cinema: “Rivers 
and Tides” — The outdoor 
cinema series at Socrates 
Sculpture Park presents “River 
and Tides,” a documentary 
about the work of British 
“earthworks artist” Andy 
Goldsworthy, who makes his 
pieces from such materials as 
grass, mud, water and leaves. 
The evening will also feature 
Max Bratwurst und Bier, plus 
music from Emily Wolf.
When: Wednesday, July 27 at 7 
pm (fi lm begins at sundown)
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org/
program/rivers-and-tides/

Movies Under the Stars: 
“The Avengers” —A team of 
superheroes, including “Iron 
Man,” “Captain America” and 
“Thor” team up to pull the world 
back from the brink of disaster 
in this big-screen adventure.
When: Saturday, July 23 from 
8:30 pm - 10:30 pm
Where: Wayanda Park, Robard 
Lane between Hollis Avenue 
and Montery Street, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www1.nyc.gov/
events/movies-under-the-
stars-the-avengers/40652/1

EVENTS

Astoria Flea & Food Night 
Market — Shop ’til you drop, 
then kick back with a sampling 
of global cuisines and Queens-
brewed beers. The outdoor fi lm 
lot at Kaufman Astoria Studios 
will turn into a bustling fl ea 
market on the evenings of July 
23 and 30. Locals can browse 
from a range of antiques, 
vintage wares, collectibles, art, 
crafts and fashion.
When: Saturday, July 23 and 
30, 7 pm - midnight
Where: Kaufman Astoria 
Studios Lot, 34-12 36th St., 
Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 224-5863
Website: www.facebook.
com/astoriafl ea/photos

From “Forest Hills: 
Birthplace of Punk” to “Rock 
Rock Rockaway Beach” — The 
Queens Museum leads a tour 

that charts the course of one 
of the borough’s greatest 
contributions to rock music: 
The Ramones. See the band’s 
birthplace and explore the 
neighborhood that started 
it all, Forest Hills. Starting 
with a tour of the “Hey! Ho! 
Let’s Go!: Ramones and the 
Birth of Punk” exhibition at 
the museum, the tour will 
culminate in a concert at the 
Low Tide Bar at the Beach 97th 
Street concession in Rockaway 
Beach with the bands Sick 
Feeling and Unstoppable Death 
Machines.
When: Saturday, July 23, 2 
pm - 9 pm
Where: Starts at the Queens 
Museum, New York City 
Building, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Webiste: www.
queensmuseum.org/events/
from-forest-hills-birthplace-
of-punk-to-rock-rock-
rockaway-beach

MUSIC

Hot Jazz / Cool Garden — 
The Louis Armstrong House 
Museum hosts an afternoon 
of music and food in Louis’s 
Garden. David Ostwald will lead 
the Louis Armstrong Eternity 
Band in a tribute to the great 
trumpeter. Red Beans and Rice, 
along with Sweet Tea, will be 
available to accompany the 
vintage sounds.
When: Saturday, July 23 at 
20m
Where: Louis Armstrong 
House Museum, 34-57 107th 
St., Corona
Cost: $18 in advance / $20 day 
of show
Contact: (718) 478-8274
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

Dianne Reeves / DJ Greg Kaz 
— Dianne Reeves, one of today’s 
best-known and highly regarded 
jazz singers, takes the stage at 
Queensbridge Park. Opening for 
her will be DJ Greg Kaz, who has 
been spinning record for New 
York audiences since the early 
1990s.
When: Wednesday, July 27 
from 7pm - 9 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-2777
Website: http://www.
cityparksfoundation.org/
event/summerstage-dianne-
reeves/

18th Annual St. John’s 
University Summer Concert 
— Martin Majkut, music 
director of Ashland, Oregon’s 
Rogue Valley Symphony, will 
lead the Queens Symphony 
Orchestra in a varied program 
that promises to take the 
audience on a musical trip 
around the world—from 
South America to Asia and 
beyond, even including a stop 
at Graceland, the legendary 
home of Elvis Presley. The 
evening is part of the 2016 Katz 
Concert Series
When: Wednesday, July 27, 7 
pm - 9 pm
Where: St, John’s University 
- Great Lawn, 80-00 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-5892
Website: http://www.
queensbp.org/events-in-
queens/queens-calendar/

KIDS AND FAMILY

Storytime and Crafts — 
Bring your little nature lovers 
to Queens Botanical Garden 
for an afternoon og nature-
inspired stories, followed by 
a botanically-themed craft 
activity.
When: Saturday, July 23, 2 
pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free with admission
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Summer Kids’ Matinees — 
Here’s a chance to combine 
family-friendly entertainment 
and air conditioning in the hot 
days to come. The Museum 
of the Moving Image will be 
screening kids’ favorites as 
special matinees over the next 
few weeks: Wes Anderson’s 
“The Fantastic Mr. Fox” and 
“Toy Story” in 3-D are next 
up, with “Zootopia” coming in 
August. All ages are welcome 
at all screenings.
When: “The Fantastic Mr. Fox” 
on Friday, July 22 at 12 pm and 
Saturday and Sunday, July 
23 and 24 at 12:30 pm; “Toy 
Story” in 3-D on Wednesday-
Friday, July 27-29 at 12:00 pm 
and Saturday and Sunday, 
July 30 and 31 at 12:30 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/
programs/2016/07/13/detail/
summer-kids-matinees/

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Queens International 2016 
— The Queens Museum’s 
exhibition of works by artists 

living or creating in the 
borough has been staged since 
2001. Works by 34 artists or 
groups are part of this show, 
which includes performance-
based and site-specifi c pieces. 
When: Through July 31
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/adults suggested, 
$4/seniors suggested, Free/
children 18 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org
“The Women List” — 
Photographer Timothy 
Greenfi eld-Sanders, whose 
“The Black List” chronicled the 
stories of African Americans, 
now turns his eye toward a 

wide range of accomplished 
women in this show of 
photographs.
When: Through Nov. 28
Where: Fisher Landau Center 
for Art, 28-27 30th St., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Conact: (718) 937-9397
Website: www.fl cart.org

FITNESS

Kayaking and Canoeing 
— Astoria Boaters and LIC 
Community Boathouse offer 
free kayaking and canoeing, 
departing from Socrates 
Sculpture Park Beach at 
Hallets Cove. No prior boating 
experience is required and 
participants may sign up on 

a fi rst come, fi rst serve basis. 
Minors (under 18 yrs.) must 
have a parent or legal guardian 
present.
When: Saturday, July 13, 1 - 4 
pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park Beach at Hallets Cove, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org/
programevent/free-kayaking-
canoeing-5/

Fitness Walk in Fort Totten 
Park— Get fi t with these 
twice-weekly, self-guided 2 
mile walks open to all adults. 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jul. 22-28, 2016

By Bill Deasy

Ms. Scarlet's Friends
Across
1. 1970s veep
6. Tell ___ story
10. The Amazing 
Race aid
13. Polished-off
14. Musical symbol
16. Born in the 
___: Springsteen
17. Type of crime
19. Avg. level
20. Verbally assault
21. Indulge
23. BlackBerry 
devices, e.g.
25. Sailing the Pacific
26. Stage equipment
29. Vegas openings?
32. Unhip person
34. Big shot at the 
bar?
36. The "G" in 
G-man: abbr.
37. "Rock Around 
the Clock," e.g.
39. Case for needles
40. Pro-school grp.
41. Yikes!
42. Pyramids, e.g.
44. Typical Georgia 
Tech grad (abbr.)
46. Hill and ___
47. A few words in 
passing?
48. Trusty mount
50. 1040 ID
51. The "C" in T.L.C.
53. Bogus
55. Target of John 
Brown's raid
58. Asian penisula

62. F of FSU
63. Elite military unit
65. Chip brand
66. Way to a man's 
heart?
67. In the thick of
68. "Rob ___" (Sir 
Walter Scott novel)
69. Unduly curious
70. Snap course

Down
1. "___ needle 
pulling thread..."
2. Oom- __ (tuba 
sounds)
3. "How Sweet 
___": James Taylor
4. Go back to an old 
source
5. City near 
Syracuse

6. Word after long
7. Rights org. led by 
M.L.K.
8. Casa cooker
9. ___ quick retreat
10. World War I 
weapon
11. Memo opener
12. Bachelor home
15. San Joaquin 
Valley town
18. Trolley toll?
22. Reacted to a 
shock
24. They may be 
skipped
26. Act as lookout
27. "Ditto"
28. Wacky to the max
30. Word with main 
or blessed
31. Rocket sections

33. Calls, once
35. Shinbones
38. Genesis fall place
43. ___ Nona 
(Tomie dePaola 
children's book)
45. 12-step 
program
49. "You think I 
won't?!"
52. 2002 headline 
company
54. West Side Story 
heroine
55. Chorus voice
56. Space starter?
57. "Oh, why not?"
59. Planting areas
60. Teeny, for short
61. Movie pooch
62. Trapper's haul
64. 'No' vote

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FOR THE BIRDS
B A R S S T R A P P R I M
L U A U T H E I R A O N E
O T I C E A G L E S C O U T
C O N C E P T S H E S S E

E R I C A V E R T E D
P I G E O N H O L E D
L O R D S G O E S A D D
O W E S C E L T S A L E E
W A Y S O R E L L A M A

C A R D I N A L S I N
S C H O O L S N O U N
U R B A N L A I D I N T O
G O O S E B U M P S G O O D
A C M E C A N O E H A R D
R E B S C L O D S T H I S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 40
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BY MERLE EXIT

While many say that 
creativity is inborn, 
it is quite possible for 
people to begin cultivat-
ing their creative side as 
adults.  Several venues 
in Queens offer classes 
in arts and crafts that 
promise to enhance the 
talent within, help stu-
dents learn a new skill or 
simply encourage them 
to have fun. 

The Paint Place, 
which recently opened a 
venue in Astoria, is one 
of those places.  Marci 
Freede is the owner of 
the enterprise that first 
opened in Manhattan.  
“The Paint Place came 
into being about two 
years ago, when myself 
and some friends went to 
a class and it just clicked 
that we could really offer 
something amazing to 
people in New York City 
while we also try to teach 
them a bit about art his-

tory,” Freede said.
On the evening that 

we went to try the Paint 
Place out, Central Park 
was the subject. We were 
equipped with a “palette” 
of primary colors plus 
white and black, brushes 
of different widths, a jar 
of water and an apron. 
Blake was our instruc-
tor. A painting is shown 
so that you can get an 
idea of what your work 
should resemble.  

The process of paint-
ing your picture is 
taught step by step, with 
the goal being simply 
your interpretation, and 
all in fun. The idea is not 
to compare your finished 
product with the origi-
nal, or whether you have 
a steady hand or not. In 
this case I learned how to 
paint a tree, grass, bush-
es, buildings, sky, water 
and shadows. What you 
ultimately learn is how 
to use brushes, strokes 
and colors to achieve a 

creative goal.  
The Paint Place runs 

classes seven days a 
week, and is also avail-
able for private parties.  

It is located at 31-21 31st 
St. Check out its calen-
dar on www.thepaint-
placeny.com.  

The Potter’s Wheel, 

located at 120-33 83rd 
Ave. in Kew Gardens, 
gives aspiring potters 
and sculptors a chance to 
do some hands-on learn-
ing. Grace Anker is the 
owner, as well as one of 
the teachers, there. 

As a first timer at The 
Potter’s Wheel, I chose 
to create a medium-size 
serving dish. The clay 
was rolled out and I was 
given various stamps 
and rollers with inden-
tations to decorate the 
inside. There is no end 
result to copy.  Once the 
piece is completed, a 
push plate is placed on 
the clay for tracing.  It is 
then pushed down into a 
piece of foam that forces 
the sides to rise, creating 
the depth. The finishing 
touches are added when 
your pottery is fired and 
“colored” via heat and 
chemicals. 

A hand-building or 
wheel-throwing 1-hour 
class for one to four peo-

ple is available at a cost 
of $50 per person includ-
ing the materials. Go to 
www.potterywheelny.
com for more informa-
tion.

“From glass fusing to 
painting your own pot-
tery” is how Oliloli Stu-
dio (www.olilolistudio.
com) describes the arts 
and crafts at their com-
munity space at 103-23 
Metropolitan Ave. in For-
est Hills.  This venue has 
an open studio, where 
you can simply drop in 
and paint a ready-made 
ceramic that has not 
been colored or fired up.  

I chose one of a fairy 
queen on a moon. Given 
colored discs, I chose 
the color of the paints 
that would result from 
the piece being fired up 
and glazed.  An example 
of a finished product is 
given if you want. It’s all 
about imagination with 
no teacher and doesn’t 
have to come out perfect.  

A fairy princess shows her true colors at Oliloli Studio in 
Forest Hills Photo by Merle Exit

Queens gives aspiring artists warm welcome
Do-it-yourself studios prove you don’t need to be a potential Picasso to express creativity 

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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received a six-month 
residency in one of EtM’s 
partnering facilities, plus 
a $2,500 stipend. Two re-
cipients are from Queens: 
Ridgewood resident Lea 
Bertucci, who will be at 
the Queens Museum, and 
Thai-born, Queens-based 
composer, writer and mu-
sician Tidtaya Sinutoke, 
who will be at Flushing 
Town Hall.

Bertucci, a sound art-
ist, composer and perform-
er, uses both acoustic and 
electronic instruments, 
and said she takes “an 
idiosyncratic approach to 
the amplification of wood-
wind instruments, creat-
ing organic yet electrified 
sonic interventions.” She 
said her music is “ab-
stract in nature, as I have 
found that more complex 
ideas and feelings can be 
expressed without tradi-
tional structural, melodic 
and harmonic modes.”

She is interested in 
“the sonic and spatial 
expansion of acoustic 
instruments through 
multi-channel speaker 
systems, with an uncon-
ventional approach to 
the placement of each 
speaker in a space.”  

During her residency 
at the Queens Museum, 
she will work on a piece 
for a 20-voice children’s 
choir and surround-
sound electronics. 

“Through the process of 
developing this piece,” 
she said, “I will also 
be generating a series 
of shorter collages and 
making recordings at 
the Queens Museum.”

Prerana Reddy, the 
Queens Museum’s direc-
tor of public programs and 
community engagement, 
said that Bertucci’s resi-
dency fits in well with the 
active environment the 
museum provides for art-
ists of all mediums. “Our 
collaboration with Explor-
ing the Metropolis allows 
us to welcome composers 
to join the visual artists 
already in our studio com-
munity,” she said.

Sinutoke’s work is 
composed mostly for mu-
sical theater.  

“When people ask 
me about how did I be-
gin my theater career, 
I often said it was fate,” 
Sinutoke, a graduate of 
Berklee College of Music 
in Boston, said. “In Thai-
land at that time, theater 
was almost non-existent. 
I first discovered musi-
cal theatre when I saw 
a school production of 
‘Grease.’ For me, it was 
the very first bite I’d tast-
ed of musicals and I’ve 
loved them ever since.”

Growing up in two 
different cultures, Sinu-
toke said her main goal 
in writing is to express 
the meaning of identity. 
“When you live in two 
distinctive cultures, 
sometimes you identify 

yourself with both, and 
sometimes with neither 
of them. However, there 
is always a sense of home 
everywhere I go.”

During her residen-
cy, she will work on a 
musical titled “Hart Is-
land Requiem” with her 
collaborator, Grammy 
Award winner Ty Defoe. 
Hart Island is the potters 
field in the Bronx, where 
an estimated one million 
people are buried.

“Flushing Town Hall 
is thrilled to host Tid-
taya Sinutoke for her 
residency as a part of its 
partnership with EtM 
Con Edison Composers’ 
Residency,” Flushing 
Town Hall’s Executive 
and Artistic Director El-
len Kodadek said. “The 
emotional depth of Tid-
taya’s compositions and 
her remarkable back-
ground make her a truly 
unique artist.”  

EtM is also looking 
to expand its footprint 
in Queens beyond Flush-
ing Town Hall and the 
Queens Museum. To help 
it do even more for local 
performing artists, the 
organization is seeking 
funding from the city 
Department of Cultural 
Affairs, which would fa-
cilitate expansion into 
such communities as the 
Rockaways, where a part-
nership is in the works 
with the Rockaway Wa-
terfront Alliance for a 
residency in their newly 
renovated space.

Tidtaya Sinutoke is working on a new musical about Hart Island, the potters field in the 
Bronx. Photo by Kat Dickerson

RESIDENCY
Continued from Page 33 
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19-11 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., WHITESTONE, NY 11357  718.747.2583  BLVDRESTAURANT.COM  THEBLVD.WHITESTONE@AOL.COM

$10.95 LUNCH SPECIALS

Choice of:
Margherita Pizza

Classic Caesar with Grilled Chicken
Tre Paesani 

Parmigiana Sliders
Ripples Rueben

Bayside Burger 
Penne Alla Vodka

HEROS 

PANINI’S 

Old Reliable
The Classic  

The Bully  

The Boss  

The Ranchero  

The Cooper  

The Veg  

CATERING & FULL SERVICE DINING

THE BLVD. 
 

718.747.2583 

FREE PARKING IN REAR

$1495SUMMER SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday, 4:00PM-5:30PM  Dine In Only. No Sharing. No Substitutions

Penne Alla Vodka  Eggplant Parmigiana  
Grilled Chicken Honey Mustard  Chicken Parmigiana
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guarantee that their youths will get a 
chance to try on new designer clothes 
and build relationships with the mov-
ers and shakers of the fashion indus-
try.

The Garcias hope to make Strike A 
Pose their full-time job after Christo-
pher Garcia finishes up with the Army 
Reserve. “Our dream will be to have 
city or government funding for our 
business here in Queens, and grow to 

a 40-50 person studio,” he says. 
Currently, they charge $100 per 

month for modeling lessons, make-up 
tutorials, social media lessons, per-
sonal hygiene, etiquette classes, pho-
to shoots and interview skills. Strike 
A Pose is located at 161-04 on Jamaica 
Ave. at the JCAL Building and is open 
on Saturdays from 3-5 p.m.

Their next showcase will be on 
Sept. 17, and will feature a segment 
called Rainbow Ribbon, which will 
highlight ways in which parents can 
learn how to avoid being verbally 
abusive to children. 

Continued from Page 35 

Models
Strike A Pose tries to have an impact on all aspects of its young students lives. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose

When: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
through Oct. 27, at 6:30 pm
Where: Fort Totten Park 
Front Gate, Totten Road 
and Cross Island Parkway, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Zumba in Little Bay Park — 
Attend a free weekly Zumba 
class, which combines 
aerobics with Latin and 
African dance moves. 
When: Wednesdays through 
July 27, at 6:30 pm
Where: Hockey Rink at 
Little Bay Park, Cross Island 
Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Tai Chi — Instructors from 
the Taoist Tai Chi Society of 
the USA lead classes in the 
Taoist method. 
When: Saturdays, from 11 am - 
noon, through Sept. 25
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, Broadway at Vernon 
Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

COMEDY

Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
national headliners. The 
show is free, with no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld, 
ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 

York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv 
Club — On Friday nights, 
teams perform seven 
improvisation comedy sets 
on the half-hour. Tickets are 
good for all seven shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any 
of the seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Face Off Unlimited 
presents Improvius 
Maximus — Long-form 
improv teams compete in 
Mighty Caesar’s arena for 
laughs and glory.
When: Fridays, 10:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Continued from Page 36 
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718-423-0100 · 220-33 Northern Blvd · Bayside, New York 11361
Marbella-Restaurant.com

Available for Private Parties & Catering 
Private Facilities for Business Meetings 

& Personal Functions, 
250 Person Maximum

First Course
Empanadilla 

Spanish Cheese Pie

Summer Maine Lobster Pre Fixe
3 Course Dinner $25.95

RESTAURANT AND CATERING 

Authentic Spanish and 
Continental Cuisine

Dietary Restrictions 
Accommodated

Open For Lunch and Dinner
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING

Lobster Dinner
1 1/2 lb. Steamed Maine Lobster 
Served with Potato & String Beans

Second Course
Choice of Soup of the Day or 
Mixed Green Salad

Sunday thru Thursday

Free Dessert 
when you bring 

in this Ad

Family operated since 1971
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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race was the more scandalous 
Rob Ford, who was caught on a 
video that apparently showed 
him using crack cocaine.

Giambrone spent years 
working on a network of subur-
ban streetcars called Transit 
City, which Ford killed upon 
taking office in 2010. Ford died 
after a long battle with cancer 
in 2014. Giambrone went on to 
launch streetcar systems in 
Milwaukee and Montreal.

City Hall did not make Gi-
ambrone available for com-
ment, but in an interview with 
New York Magazine he said 
he did not handle the texting 
scandal well.

“I didn’t come out and tell 

the truth, because it was dif-
ficult for me personally,” he 
said. “I would have changed 
my personal actions, but I also 
would have handled it very 
differently from a public per-
spective.”

Giambrone will take the 
lead on the city’s efforts to con-
vince skeptics that the expen-
sive project is worth years of 
construction. At several pub-
lic meetings in Astoria and 
Long Island City, residents 
have been critical of lost park-
ing, inconvenience and gentri-
fication.

“At these early meetings 
you’re asking people what they 
want, and it can be frustrating 
because they have questions, 
too, and you don’t have all 
the answers,” Giambrone told 
New York Magazine. ““But 

that’s how you begin to build 
trust.”

The streetcar, he contin-
ued, is the perfect compromise 
between cumbersome and ex-
pensive subway projects that 
bog down in decades of discus-
sion and bus lines that feel too 
provisional to promote devel-
opment. That’s an important 
point since the funding model 
for the BQX depends on its 
ability to boost construction 
along its route, he said.

“Mr. Giambrone is a re-
spected expert with exten-
sive experience planning and 
launching new streetcar lines, 
including overseeing North 
America’s largest streetcar 
system,” Finan said. “We’re 
excited to have him join the 
team.”

FLIP

pointing a weapon at you from 
above. Using an instructor as a 
stand-in, Avramcheyiv mimed 
a defensive attack on the faux 
assailant, wrapping his arms 
around the leg of the attacker 
and pulling him to the ground 

to disable him.
Officer Christopher Mazzey 

of the NYPD’s Counterterror-
ism Division Shield Unit said 
that active shooter situations 
could potentially take place 
in any location, usually last 
between seven to 11 minutes, 
and the shooter is male about 
97 percent of the time. 

Both Mazzey urged attend-

ees to remember that attack-
ing an assailant is only a last 
resort, and that people in an 
active shooter situation should 
make every effort to escape the 
scene if possible.

“Hopefully, this never hap-
pens to you,” Sanders told the 
crowd, “but if it does, you bet-
ter have a plan.”

rock group, the Ramones. The 
Ramones played well in the 
1990’s and received numerous 
accolades and awards includ-
ing an induction into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame and a 
Grammy Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.  Working with 
Joey Ramone’s brother and 
Forest Hills resident Mickey 
Leigh and fans of the band, I 
am so very pleased to honor 
our hometown musical heroes 

by renaming 67th Avenue and 
110th Street in front of Forest 
Hills High School, right where 
it all started as ‘The Ramones 
Way.’”

Mickey Leigh, brother of 
Joey Ramone and a longtime 
Forest Hills resident, has seen 
music history play out and is 
excited that a tribute has been 
added to the high school where 
they experienced the good 
times and the bad.

“I’m just so proud that this 
is actually going to happen. 
My efforts have culminated 
into something great happen-

ing for The Ramones and Ra-
mones fans everywhere,” he 
said.

A mural tribute to The 
Ramones was recently embla-
zoned beneath a LIRR over-
pass leading to Forest Hills 
Stadium where the punk-rock-
ers famously played. It can be 
found on 71st Avenue near Sta-
tion Square. This was a project 
by the non-profit group 501 See 
Streets and the office of  state 
Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi 
(D-Forest Hills).

Koslowitz’s office said a 
date has not been set for the 

family homes in the United 
States. Miller noted that in-
vestors had brought the ma-
jority of foreclosed homes 
in southeastern Queens in 
recent years and homeown-
ers need to be reached earlier 
with education about preda-
tory practices on the part of 
speculators.

“There is a stigma at-
tached to foreclosures. They 
don’t tell family members, 
friends or clergy,” he said. 
“We get the call in the 11th 
hour when the marshals are 
at the door and we can’t save 
homes that way.”

Additional funds for the 
buyback program came from 
settlements state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 

won over financial abuses in 
2012 as well as from Goldman 
Sachs’ Urban Investment 
Group. Miller said lawmak-
ers had to work to ensure that 
the funds generated from such 
settlements would go toward 
areas hard hit by the foreclo-
sure crisis and unscrupulous 
speculators rather than the 
state’s general fund.

“Communities greatly im-
pacted by the foreclosure cri-
sis are the ones who should 
be made whole,” he said.

According to Richards, 
the families in the 24 homes 
that were purchased via the 
buyback program will be no-
tified shortly.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

with 11 other members of his 
engine. 

In a parking lot adjacent 
to the hangar, multiple speak-
ers took the podium, their 
voices amplified above the 
sound of taxiing jets nearby. 
Behind the podium were two 
flatbed trucks holding the 
last artifacts. One truck held 
a 35,000-pound express eleva-
tor motor and a 40,000-pound 
column from the Twin Tow-
ers’ underground parking 
structure, while the other 
held a 40,000-pound piece of 
the North Tower’s massive 
television antenna.

The foundation hopes to 
eventually house the artifacts 
in a permanent exhibition, 
according to John Hodge, the 
foundation’s chief operating 
officer. The organization also 
created a mobile exhibit that 
travels throughout the coun-
try, educating visitors about 
the attack. 

NYPD Chief of Citywide 
Operations Thomas Pur-
tell spoke about the mas-
sive undertaking of rescue 
and cleanup in the attack’s 
aftermath and the logistics 
that were employed. He re-
called the Red Cross Tent and 
Bellevue Hospital’s on-site 
morgue, as well as the Fresh 
Kills landfill where debris 
was sent, but he noted the one 
place that had never been de-
mobilized was Hangar 17.

“This is burned in our 
psyche,” he said. “We will 
never forget this.”

The foundation’s work 

was a testament to Siller’s 
family and friends, accord-
ing to Catherine Christman, 
Siller’s cousin. She said the 
foundation’s annual Tunnel 
to Towers Run, which re-
traces the path Siller took to 
reach his FDNY companions 
on Sept. 11, came about or-
ganically in the aftermath of 
the loss.

“One of his friends said, 
‘Why don’t we just do what 
Stephen did that day?’” she 
said. “They could have cursed 
the darkness and been bitter, 
but they did this.”

Christman said there 
were 2,500 participants at the 
first race in 2002, and she is 
expecting between 25,000 and 
30,000 for the upcoming run 
on Sunday, Sept. 25. More in-
formation on joining the run 
can be found on the founda-
tion’s website.

With an NYPD color guard 
and bagpipers on hand, the 
flatbed trucks slowly exited 
the lot on the way to a new 
storage space. Hodge said the 
Port Authority, which had 
operated the hangar and of-
fered space for the artifacts 
in the years since the attack, 
were incredible partners.

“This is the end to another 
era,” he said. “This building 
and the people who have been 
in it have been great stew-
ards.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Cuomo. “That means more 
flights coming in, and turning 
around faster for departure,” 
he said.

The Port Authority would 
contribute $600 million and 
Delta nearly $3.6 billion on 
the new facility with its least 
extended  to 2050, according 
to the resolution. LaGuardia 
Gateway Partners, the consor-
tium of developers which en-
tered a 35-year lease on June 
1 to build and operate the air-
port, has its lease  until 2050 as 
well.

The Port Authority contri-

bution would cover the costs 
of concourses and ramp work, 
the construction of an elec-
trical substation, roadways, 
other infrastructure and the 
expansion of the East Garage.

The rebuild, the largest 
public-private partnership in 
U.S. history, will create 18,000 
direct and indirect jobs, ac-
cording to Cuomo, helping 
New York “get its mojo” back.

It will also create headaches 
for those looking for parking 
for many years to come.

The Port Authority issued a 
travel advisory Monday warn-
ing that all parking lots at the 
airport are expected to reach 
capacity early every Tuesday 
and remain full until late ev-
ery Thursday until Labor Day 

weekend because of ongoing 
construction projects. Trav-
elers flying from LaGuardia 
Airport between mid-morn-
ings on Tuesdays through late 
evenings on Thursdays until 
Labor Day weekend are urged 
to use ground transportation 
that does not require parking 
at the airport. 

Additional parking is avail-
able off-site. For a list of inde-
pendent parking operators, 
travelers can visit laguar-
diaairport.com.

The Port Authority said 
on-site parking will become 
available in the future as cur-
rent construction projects are 
completed.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Dalilah Muhammad was 7 
years old when she first start-
ed running. 

But it wasn’t until she 
was in high school that she 
decided running had a focus 
and involved hurdling over 
literal obstacles. 

Muhammad has been 
running the 400m hurdles for 
as long as she can remember, 
but she never quite counted 
on the metaphorical hurdles 
she’d have to leap in order to 
achieve her goal. 

Through it all, however, 
the Bayside native never 
lost hope—or a fierce sense 
of determination—and that 

faith has paid off. After years 
of waiting and dreaming and, 
of course, running, Muham-
mad is set to make her Olym-
pic debut next month, joining 
Team USA in Rio. 

“Even from a young age 
I was good at hurdles,” said 
Muhammad, who gradu-
ated from Cardozo in 2008. “I 
think that’s what motivated 
me and focused me to do only 
that. I just felt like that was 
my race. My coaches used to 
tell me that I was made for 
this race and some part of me 
believed that.”

The road to Rio has not 
been an easy one for Muham-
mad and she’s the first to 

BY LAURA AMATO

A few months ago, Thomas 
Hackimer was sitting on a 
bus on a Sunday night desper-
ately trying to avoid “Game of 
Thrones” spoilers. 

He refused to check Twitter, 
wouldn’t open Facebook, would 
barely even talk to his St. John’s 
baseball teammates for fear of 
finding out information about 
his favorite show before he had 
a chance to watch it. 

He had to see how the story 
would unfold himself, and 
inadvertently running into 
spoilers on the Internet wasn’t 
a chance he was willing to 
take. 

While it might seem like a 
stretch— even to Hackimer—
the Floral Park native’s base-
ball career is a bit like the sto-
rylines on “Game of Thrones.” 

Hackimer, drafted 123rd 
overall by the Minnesota 
Twins this year, isn’t trying 
to seize control of a fantasy 
kingdom, but his own story 
is an exciting one, filled with 
one-of-a-kind characters and 

moments that even the most 
dramatic spoilers couldn’t 
have predicted. 

“This is where it’s actu-
ally getting really interesting 
because people are having 
trouble predicting what will 
happen,” Hackimer said of the 
hit show. “A lot of the stuff this 
season was exciting because 
they didn’t have any idea 
what was coming and some of 
the stuff was just legitimate 
shocks.”

Hackimer’s description of 
the show could, very easily, 
be used to describe his career 
with the Red Storm. 

Once upon a time Hackimer 
was a standout at Archbishop 
Molloy, a dominant presence 
at shortstop, but he opted to 
attend St. John’s on an aca-
demic scholarship instead of 
athletic. 

He refused to leave base-
ball, however, and decided to 
try and walk on to the squad. 
There was just one problem—
the team didn’t need a short-
stop. 

So, Hackimer rolled with 

the metaphorical punches—
or pitches, as it were—and 
allowed the St. John’s coach-
ing staff to push him towards 
pitching. 

Hackimer started throw-
ing sidearm for the Red Storm 
and, over the next four years, 
became one of the most domi-
nant relievers in Big East his-
tory. 

“The first time I worked 
with the pitching coach, he 
immediately dropped me to 
the lower arm slot,” Hackimer 
said. “The appeal was that I 
could keep playing baseball if 
I did it and it turned out that it 
was a pretty comfortable way 
of doing things.”

Hackimer’s presence on the 
mound was so impressive that 
he was selected by the Mets 
in the 15th round of the MLB 
draft after his junior season 
in 2015. He didn’t sign with 
the team. Instead, he decided 
to come back to school for his 
senior season. 

People told him he was cra-
zy. He had missed his chance. 

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45

Former St. John's star Thomas Hackimer is on his way up as a pro baseball player after being drafted by the 
Cincinnati Reds in the MLB Draft this year.  Cedar Rapids Kernels

Cardozo alum Dalilah Muhammad, with her coach, Lawrence 
Johnson, is set to make her Olympics debut in Rio next month af-
ter a dominant performane at the track and field trials.  

Photo courtesy of Dalilah Muhammad

Hackimer settles in 
Former St. John’s star hits his stride as a pro player

Muhammad takes 
the fast lane to Rio
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BY LAURA AMATO

Amir Garrett has always 
loved baseball. Ask him why 
and he can rattle off a multi-
adjective, minutes-long speech 
describing all the reasons he 
loves the game. 

But for a short time, Gar-
rett wasn’t simply a one-sport 
athlete. For a short time he 
was a Division-I basketball 
standout at St. John’s Univer-
sity and, for two seasons with 
the Red Storm, Garrett found 
himself splitting his devotion 
between two sports.

It wasn’t easy, but Garrett 
did his best to make it work, un-
til, one day, he simply couldn’t 
keep up anymore. So, he went 
back to baseball, focusing on 
his first, and truest, love. 

It’s a decision that’s paid 
off. 

“I got drafted by the (Cin-
cinnati) Reds and then I went to 
play basketball at St. John’s,” 
Garrett said. “It was really 
overwhelming. I didn’t know 
what to think and I couldn’t 
really grasp it all. I was so 
young and I didn’t know what 
was going on or what I was get-
ting into.” 

“I just kept thinking I could 
play basketball and then play 
baseball in the summer. It was 
a lot to handle, but I was able 
to do it at first and it was a fun 
process. I really did enjoy ev-
ery minute of it.”

Garrett’s athleticism was 
on full display during his time 
with the Red Storm. He was 
a good basketball player and 
the 6-foot-6 guard averaged 6.4 
points per game in Queens be-
fore transferring to Cal State 

Northridge. 
He ultimately decided to 

devote himself to baseball in 
2014.

There was a reason for that 
decision. In addition to his 
struggles with a packed sched-
ule, Garrett simply couldn’t 
shake the idea that he was 
meant to be on the mound and, 
in the end, he went with his 
gut.

“I just love being on the 
mound,” Garrett said. “It’s me 
vs. the hitter and there’s noth-
ing like that. There’s no bet-
ter feeling. It’s me or him and 
I just know that I can help my 
team win on the mound.”

Since becoming a one-sport 
athlete, Garrett has dedicated 
himself to getting better and 
his stats prove he’s done just 
that. 

The left-hander, now 24, 
posted a 5.15 ERA across Rook-
ie and Class A levels of the 
minor leagues in 2013. In 2014, 
his ERA dropped down to 3.64. 
Then last season in the Class 
A Advanced Florida State 
League, Garrett recorded a 
2.44 ERA. 

This year, through 95.2 
innings, he’s boasted a 1.98 

ERA. 
“I’m getting better every 

time I’m out there,” Garrett 
said. “I’ve been working on 
my changeup a lot. I’m able 
to throw off it and my pitches 
are working any time and any 
count.”

Garrett’s unusual story, 
not to mention his recent suc-
cess, have thrust him into the 
national spotlight. He tossed 
two shutout innings in the 
Futures Game during the All-
Star Weekend in San Diego 
earlier this month. 

Garrett enjoyed his time on 
the hardwood and he even still 
plays in some pickup basket-
ball games from time to time, 
making sure his jumpshot 
isn’t rusty, but he is, first and 
foremost, a baseball player.  

They say you never forget 
your first love and Garrett has 
loved baseball for as long as he 
can remember. Now, he’s hop-
ing that dedication will help 
him keep playing for years to 
come. 

“The biggest thing is get-
ting time on the mound and 
it’s going good so far,” Garrett 
said. “I’m just going to con-
tinue to focus and, hopefully, 

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s difficult to miss Em-
ily Engstler when she’s on the 
court. 

Aside from her 6-foot-1 stat-
ure, the rising junior is an un-
deniable talent. She is an offen-
sive force on the wing, while 
her ability to haul in rebounds 
on both sides of the court 
makes her one of the most dy-
namic players in the city. 

Engstler, however, wasn’t 
able to showcase her skills on 
the hardwood this season—
forced to sit out a year due to 
transfer rules when she opted 
to attend St. Francis Prep after 
beginning her high school ca-
reer at Christ the King. 

It was a frustrating year for 
the star, but now, she’s using 
that emotion to fuel her this 
summer, determined to make 
an impact on the AAU circuit 
with the New York Belles. 

So far, Engstler has been 
doing a pretty good job. In fact, 
she’s barely missed a beat. 

“This summer is actually a 
really big deal,” Engstler said. 
“It shows the teams and the peo-

ple that I’ll be playing against 
in high school, how I’m going to 
be in the next season and what 
it’s going to be like later this 
year. I’m kind of excited to get 
out on that court again.”

Engstler is thriving this 
summer, taking the entire 
country by storm as the Belles 
have crisscrossed states and 
time zones over the past few 
months. 

The soon-to-be Terriers 
star just wrapped up the Battle 
in the Boro multi-day event in 
Tennessee and was named to 
the Sophomore Showcase Divi-
sion all-tournament team. 

“It was good,” Engstler said 
of the tournament. “We did 
pretty well, we came out good 
to start, but ended up losing in 
the playoffs. It’s always a good 
experience though.”

In addition to her strong 
showing at the Battle in the 
Boro, Engstler shined at the 
Rumble in the Bronx in June, 
showcasing her ability to drain 
jumpshots, drill putbacks and 
box out in the post. 

She is a guard masquerad-
ing as a post player and, over 

the last few weeks, Engstler 
has made it a point to prove 
that her game isn’t defined by 
her height. 

“I’ve just been so excited 
to play again,” Engstler said. 
“I kind of felt like I jumped 
right back into it, nothing re-
ally changed for me. I mean 
it’s always basketball and I 
like playing.”

Engstler is grateful to be 

back on the court this sum-
mer, happy to be playing the 
sport she loves again, but she 
has to admit that she’s also 
planning ahead. 

In fact, she’s already start-
ed thinking about her on-court 
future and, more specifically, 
where she’ll spend her college 
career. 

That’s why this summer is 
so important. It isn’t just about 

getting back into a full sched-
ule and the grind of the AAU 
circuit. It’s about making sure 
everyone—from coaches to 
her future high school foes—
knows she’s back. 

“The main thing that I’m 
focusing on is getting expo-
sure,” Engstler said. “I’m try-
ing to have some fun with that 
and so far that’s working.”

Engstler’s summer sched-
ule is far from over—the Belles 
still have a few more tourna-
ments in front of them—but 
she’s ready for all of it. 

This summer has been ex-
actly what Engstler was wait-
ing for when she was forced to 
sit out the high school season 
last year. It’s been packed with 
basketball, with competition 
and, most importantly, success. 
Now she’s ready to take all of 
that and use it as motivation 
with the Terriers this year. 

“I’m really excited to play 
high school again,” Engstler 
said. “I think that’s one of the 
best seasons for basketball and 
AAU is fun and important, but 
high school is something to-
tally different.”

Emily Engstler was forced to sit out a season after transferring to St. 
Francis Prep from Chris the King, but she's making up for lost time on 
the AAU circuit this summer.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Amir Garrett spent two seasons with the St. John's University men's 
basketball team before turning his attention to a professional baseball 
career.  Louisville Bats

Engstler ready to return to the basketball court

Garrett succeeds by focusing on baseball
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NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

Hackimer disagreed. He just 
knew it hadn’t been the right 
situation and he was willing 
to wait for one that was. 

“A lot of people viewed 
that as a mistake because of 
how seniors are treated in 
the draft,” Hackimer said. “It 
was all kind of motivation to 
do even better than I would 
normally do.”

Hackimer’s risk paid off. 
He went 7-3 this season, 

posting a 1.17 ERA with 71 
strikeouts in 53.2 innings of 
work. It seemed he picked up 
a new honor every other day, 
conveniently pointed out to 

him by the texts his mom sent 
to his family’s group chat. 

“It’s been really amazing 
when I look back to where 
I started this whole jour-
ney from to see how far I’ve 
come,” Hackimer said. “I try 
to avoid saying I wanted to 
prove people wrong, because 
I don’t like the cliche, but to a 
degree that’s totally true.”

Hackimer hasn’t had it 
easy now that he’s a pro. In 
his first six games with the 
Cedar Rapids Kernels, he’s 
posted a 3.52 ERA and notched 
one loss. 

He’s determined to turn 
things around. After all, he’s 
already been on a personal 
quest of sorts. He isn’t going 
to give up now. 

Hackimer has a handful 
of theories as to what will 
happen in the future—when 
it comes to both his career 
and “Game of Thrones.” And 
while he refuses to get his TV-
watching hopes up—he’s seen 
too many characters die—
he’s got high expectations for 
himself. 

If there’s a baseball equiv-
alent to the Iron Throne, then 
Hackimer is coming for it. 

“I’d be very happy if I 
just finished out the season 
throwing well here and if I’m 
very lucky, then maybe some 
call-up towards the end of the 
year,” he said. “I’d like to be 
able to move up to high-A and 
then maybe start the season 
there next year.”

admit that she’s tripped over 
some of those metaphorical 
hurdles a few times. 

She came up short in the 
Olympic Trials in 2012, elimi-
nated from contention much 
earlier than she expected. 
Then last year, she battled a 
nagging quad injury that kept 
her from moving at top speed. 

“It was just a real slow re-
covery,” Muhammad said. 
“It was getting OK, but it re-
ally took me a while to recover 
from it. Even once I did, I had 
felt like I had lost so much from 
those few months of trying to 
get back. So it just wasn’t there 
for me. This year I really, re-
ally was on it and I’ve been 
treating it as much as I can. I 
haven’t had one issue with it 
this year, thankfully.”

Muhammad wasn’t sure 
the issues with her quad were 
truly over until earlier this 
month at the Olympic Trials in 
Eugene, Ore. The performance 
that she put on over the multi-
day event, however, erased ev-
ery one of her doubts. 

Muhammad won each of 
her races and then, for good 
measure, set a Trials record in 
the final, with a 52.88 finish. It 

was the fifth-fastest time for 
an American woman ever in 
the event. 

“I was honestly also kind of 
shocked by the time,” Muham-
mad said. “I was actually re-
ally nervous. I’m never the one 
to be nervous, but for whatev-
er reason I was nervous about 
the race. I’m really just happy 
to be going to Rio more than 
anything.”

Muhammad will head to 
the Team USA pre-Olympics 
training camp later this month 
before returning to Los An-
geles for a few days and then, 
finally, heading to Rio in early 
August. 

She’s a bundle of emotions 
when she stops to think about 
the journey that has led her to 
her Olympic dream. But most-
ly, Muhammad is just thank-
ful for this chance. 

She’s not going to miss a mo-
ment and, just maybe, she’ll be 
able to clear that final hurdle 
and find herself on a podium 
at the end of it all. 

“I was just working so hard 
and unfortunately I’ve had set-
backs, but to get here, it feels 
like the perfect time,” she said. 
“Everything just kind of all 
worked all in God’s plan and 
I’m just super thankful. I’m so 
happy. I can’t wait.”

Continued from Page 43 
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