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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Whitestone father and son 
were found guilty of running a 
cocaine trafficking operation out 
of their family-owned Corona piz-
zeria after a two-week trial in fed-
eral court in Brooklyn.

Gregorio Gigliotti, 60, and his 
son, Angelo Gigliotti, 36, were 
convicted for their participation 
in a transnational cocaine traf-
ficking operation that stretched 
from Italy to Queens and  to Costa 
Rica, the U.S. attorney’s office in 
Brooklyn said. The father was 
also found guilty of possessing a 
cache of firearms in connection 
with the operation, prosecutors 
said. 

The trial presented damning 
evidence against the father and 
son that included court-autho-
rized wiretaps and physical sur-
veillance. The evidence revealed 
that Gregorio and his wife, Ele-
onora Gigliotti, used their Corona 
pizzeria, Cucino Amodo Mio, and 
import company, Fresh Farms 
Produce Export Corp., to facili-
tate their drug trafficking opera-

BY BILL PARRY

The esplanade in 
Queensbridge Park was 
named in honor of advo-
cate Elizabeth McQueen, 
who founded The Friends 
of Queensbridge Park in 
1998 and led the group for 
18 years. McQueen orga-

nized volunteer events and 
helped to beautify the park 
that runs along the East 
River, across Vernon Bou-
levard from the Queens-
bridge Houses, where she 
lived until her death in 
February at the age of 83.

“She was a woman to be 
reckoned with,” City Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell Sil-

ver said during a dedication 
ceremony last Friday  . “For 
nearly two decades, Eliza-
beth McQueen was a tire-
less advocate for this park, 
seeing to it that Queens-
bridge got the investment 
and care that it deserves. 
We are grateful for her 
spirit and her commitment, 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Big Apple Circus, a beloved 
non-profit that entertained fami-
lies for decades, won’t be coming 
back for the 2016-17 season after 

not meeting its $2 million fund-
raising goal. The New York staple 
has entertained families since 
1977 with annual performances 
in Cunningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows and Lincoln Center in 

Manhattan.
The circus was founded by 

jugglers Paul Binder and Michael 
Christensen, who brought their 
act from England to the States. 
They started the non-profit as a 

mission to entertain and improve 
the lives of millions. Throughout 
the years Big Apple performanc-
es presented acrobats, clowns and 
animal acts that featured dogs 
and horses instead of the wild ti-
gers and elephants found in most 
circuses, including Ringling 
Brothers. 

Big Apple focused its efforts on 
helping young children through 
entertainment. Besides setting 
up their red-top tents that seated 
up to 1,700 for shows, Big Apple 
brought the circus to over 250,000 
children in hospitals around the 
country, with its members per-
forming “clown rounds.” 

Financial struggles began in 
2008 following the national re-
cession. Wall Street had been a 
huge benefactor, providing up to 
$1 million a year in funds, which 
helped to keep the circus going. 
Events like Hurricane Sandy, the 
Boston Marathon bombing and 
the Atlanta ice storm kept people 
from attending shows, lowering 
ticket sales and enlarging Big 
Apple’s deficit. 

An online campaign raised 
some money with donations 
ranging up to $50,000, but the 
Big Apple principals hoped that 

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

Queensbridge honors friend
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An FDNY firefighter and his wife have been 
charged with filing false claims to FEMA after 
Hurricane Sandy, collecting more than $25,000 
in benefits fraudulently, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown.

Northern Boulevard was host to the Colombian Independence Day Parade, and this young participant showed off 
the sense of style that was seen all along the parade route. Photo by Jessica Bal

Whitestone pair 
sold coke from 

Corona pizzeria

Bogus Sandy claims 
profi ted couple: DA

Big Apple Circus cancels season
 Non-profi t could not meet $2M goal to keep raising tent at Cunningham Park

Continued on Page 10

HAIL, COLOMBIA!

A portrait of Elizabeth McQueen is fea-
tured during a dedication ceremony 
as the Queensbridge Park esplanade is 
named in her honor. Photo by Bill Parry
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Advocates of the Brook-

lyn Queens Connector 
don’t believe the expiration 
of the 421-a tax abatement 
for developers will affect 
the financing of the $2.5 bil-
lion street car project. The 
Friends of the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector say the 
project will pay for itself 
by capturing the increases 
in property taxes of exist-
ing real estate and the new 
developments along the 16-
mile street car corridor, 
from Astoria to Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn, one of the 
fastest-growing parts of the 
city, according to Mayor de 
Blasio, with 405,000 resi-
dents and 296,000 workers.

The route would tie to-
gether several “innovation 
clusters” in which the city 
has made significant invest-
ment, including the Cornell 
Tech campus on Roosevelt 
Island, via a ferry connec-
tion. When fully built-out, 
it could serve nearly 50,000 

passengers a day.
But the 421-a tax ex-

emption program, which 
provided tax abatements 
to residential developers 
in exchange for a higher 
number of below-market-
rate apartments, expired 
in January and Albany 

lawmakers have been un-
able to replace it. Its effect 
was immediately felt on 
Astoria’s Hallets Peninsula 
where two massive projects 
were scaled back.

One day after Mayor 
Bill de Blasio joined a host 
of elected officials and com-

munity leaders at an Asto-
ria groundbreaking for the 
massive 2,400-unit Hallets 
Point complex in January, 
the Durst Organization 
and Lincoln Equities an-
nounced the project would 
be scaled down from five 
building to one. 

“Building One qualifies 
for 421-a and is under con-
struction and on schedule,” 
Durst Organization spokes-
man Jordan Barowitz said. 
“Without 421-a, the rest 
of the project cannot pro-
ceed.”

In June, John Mav-
roudis, the developer of 
the 1,723-unit Astoria Cove 
project with its much need-
ed infrastructure, housing, 
retail, jobs and economic 
development, said it was on 
hold.

“Projects like this were 
conceived with the 421-a 
in mind and we rely on its 
reauthorization in order 
to move ahead,” he told 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

Architect Jay Valgora, 

who worked on both proj-
ects, was disappointed.

“Building in New York 
is very hard for develop-
ers, so complex and the 
risk is so high,” Valgora 
said. “And here you have 
the Durst Organization, a 
multi-generational, family-
run, long-term New York 
City developer committed 
to the highest quality proj-
ects like One World Trade. 
If they can’t go forward with 
this project without the tax 
abatement, who can?”

Barowitz is not just a 
vice president in the Durst 
Organization, he is also on 
the 25-member board of di-
rectors for the Friends of 
the Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector, also known as the 
BQX, and he sounded op-
timistic a solution will be 
found.

“We expect that 421-a or 
a replacement will exist by 
the time the BQX comes on-
line,” he said Wednesday. 
Service is not expected to 
begin until 2024.

Joseph Ferris, the 
Friends of the BQX director 
of public affairs, had this to 
say on future developments 
and financing of the street 
car project.

“Our financial model-
ing takes tax abatements 
like 421-a into account 
when projecting future rev-
enues that could contribute 
to the BQX,” Ferris said. 
“Over 40 years, it envisions 
that some new sites would 
be developed for mixed-
income housing and would 
pay no property taxes for 
some period of time. It also 
predicts that some develop-
ments that were built using 
421-a and don’t currently 
pay taxes would eventually 
come back on the tax rolls. 
Irrespective of the current 
programs available, the 
creation of a reliable north-
south mass transit system 
along the East River water-
front would generate more 
than enough net new value 
to pay for the investment.”

0..BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Community members 
gathered in the basement of 
Calvary Baptist Church in 
Jamaica Tuesday night for 
a town hall meeting host-
ed by Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) about 
the NYPD’s proposed pilot 
program for equipping offi-
cers with body cameras.

NYPD representatives 
said the cameras could act 
as a deterrent for police 
misconduct, but some in 
the community stressed 
that retraining cops and 
prosecuting officers who 
commit crimes were more 
important.

“We hope these cameras 
have a civilizing factor,” 
said Nancy Hoppock, the 
assistant deputy commis-
sioner for the NYPD’s Risk 
Management Bureau. “Ev-
eryone’s watching and ev-

eryone knows they’re being 
watched, so maybe (miscon-
duct) doesn’t happen.”

The program would in-
clude 1,000 officers in 20 
different precincts and was 
mandated in a 2013 federal 
court ruling that found the 
department’s stop-and-frisk 
policy unconstitutional. Of-
ficers would have to turn 
the cameras on during any 
instance in which the officer 
is “engaging in investiga-
tive activity,” including use 
of force, arrests, summons, 
searches, stop-and-frisk sit-
uations and prisoner trans-
portation.

During the town hall, 
attendees were given a 
questionnaire about their 
opinions of body cameras 
and the NYPD. Speakers 
expressed distrust about 
how the collected footage 
might be used and the dis-
cretion officers have in 

turning on the camera. Ac-
cording to the policy draft, 
officers have discretion as 
to whether or not a situa-
tion requires turning the 
cameras on. One audience 
member suggested that of-
ficers should have to keep 
the cameras on throughout 
the working day.

“The cost of keeping 
36,000 cameras on 24/7 
could bankrupt us,” Hop-
pock said.

Andrew Simpson, the 
youth director at the church, 
said videos from officer-in-
volved shootings that were 
made public in the past had 
not stopped such incidents 
from occurring. 

“We can produce our 
own videos, and they have 
been produced so many 
times, but it doesn’t make a 
difference,” he said. “Who 
do these cameras really 
protect?”

Another speaker ques-
tioned how the NYPD could 
police its own members 
even with the benefit of 
body cameras, and sug-
gested that the Public Ad-

vocate’s office and the Ci-
vilian Complaint Review 
Board be allowed to provide 
stronger oversight.

“It behooves me that the 
Police Department would 
start the body camera pro-
cess under its own roof,” 
the speaker said. “We don’t 
need cameras. What we do 
need is prosecutions.”

According to Hoppock, 
officers would not be able to 
alter or delete any footage. 
A sheet synopsizing the 
policy draft stipulates that 
officers are encouraged but 
not required to tell people 
when they are recording, 
but they do not need their 
permission to record. Hop-
pock stressed that the pol-
icy was in draft form and 
could change depending on 
the input from the surveys.

According to the draft 
policy, in a high-profile 
incident like an officer-in-

volved shooting, the NYPD 
will “work with the attor-
ney general or district at-
torney to decide whether it 
is possible to make the vid-
eo public without harming 
a criminal investigation or 
interfering with a person’s 
right to a fair trial.”

Wills said the surveys 
would be available at po-
lice precincts in southeast 
Queens by the end of the 
week and they were hoping 
to get paper copies available 
in other areas. People can 
fill the survey out online 
at www.nypdbodycameras.
org, where they can read the 
draft of the policy. Wills said 
that he hoped the cameras 
would help calm tensions, 
but also encouraged the com-
munity to stay involved.

“We’re not saying to get 
rid of your cell phones,” 
he said. “Use your cell 
phones.”

BQX boosters: Trolley will pay for itself
 Group says expiration of 421-a could be offset by new developments, increased property taxes

The proposed $2.5 billion Brooklyn Queens Connector's fi-
nancing is based on future development that has 
been slowed by the expiration of the 421-a tax abatement. 

Rendering courtesy Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

NYPD body cameras spur debate at town hall meeting

Councilman Ruben Wills (l) with 
Nancy Hoppock, assistant depu-
ty commissioner for the NYPD’s 
Risk Management Bureau, at a 
town hall on body cameras. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie
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Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU & MARKET PRICES ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7AM-9:30PM  FRIDAY/SATURDAY 7AM-10:30PM

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE MUSSELS

GENUINE STATE O’ MAINE LOBSTERS
1 1/4 LB. EACH

3  $3F
O
R 3 

$1.99LB.

MARKET PRICES AND MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) revealed new 
data indicating that the air-
plane noise levels in Flush-
ing are above the accept-
able limit set by the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

She was joined by state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. 
(D-Howard Beach), City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and community 
leaders, who all called for 
regulation on airplane 
noise, at a news conference 
Monday in Flushing.

 FAA regulations say 
plane noise should not ex-
ceed 65 DNL (day/night 
noise level), but data col-
lected from a Flushing 
sound monitor showed that 
the noise exceeds the 65 
DNL limit at least one-third 
of the time, Stavisky said

In May, she had drafted 
a letter with several col-
leagues requesting the 
DNL (day/night noise level) 

be lowered from 65 to 55 
decibels. The World Health 
Organization and Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
both determined that 55 
DNL is the acceptable 
sound level. 

“The issue of plane 
noise is nothing new to 
the thousands of families 
being affected by it every 
day,” Stavisky said. “Ask 
anyone living in this neigh-
borhood and I’m sure they 
will tell you how disruptive 
plane noise can be. With 
this data, we now see what 
we’ve always known: parts 
of Queens are subjected to 
higher levels of sound than 
others.”

 One of the main con-
cerns for officials is the 
negative impact the noise 
can have on residents. 

In 2012 flight paths were 
rerouted to accommodate 
the US Open tennis tourna-
ment in Fresh Meadows. 
Flights began to fly the 
TNNIS route, over down-

town Flushing rather than 
Fresh Meadows.

The only problem is they 
never stopped, according to 
the elected officials.

Koo is hoping the flight 
patterns will return to nor-
mal.

 “It wasn’t always this 
way. Before 2012 the planes 
flew over Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and were 
only temporarily allowed 
to fly over here,” he said. 
“Then they forgot and it be-
came permanent.”

  He said he hoped that 
an arrangement can be 
worked out with Congress 
to make sure that FAA re-
directs planes away from 
the park only during the 
two weeks of the tennis 
tournament.

“We can tolerate that 
for only two weeks, but we 
don’t want to everyday for 
so many years now,” Koo 
said. “And it will affect our 
health and maybe our chil-
dren’s hearing ability later. 

You never know what kind 
of effects this has on hu-
man health.”

Community activist 
Susan Carroll, thinks that 
Flushing residents’ quality 
of life should be a priority,

 “The redirecting of 
flights from Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park to the in-
creasingly populated resi-

dential areas of Flushing, on 
both takeoffs and landings, 
has become the new nor-
mal,” she said. “This is sim-
ply unacceptable, and the 
livability of this community 
is at stake.  There are ways 
for the airport to achieve 
efficiency without sacrific-
ing neighborhoods in the 
process.  The economic ben-

efits of the airports should 
not outweigh the health and 
well-being of the hardwork-
ing residents of Queens.”

Addabbo, whose district 
covers areas near JFK, 
said,  “We look forward to 
working with the FAA and 
Port Authority to do what 
is right and address the is-
sue of airport noise in these 
airports as it pertains to 
our constituents and resi-
dents of Queens, improving 
their quality of life and of 
course, their health.”

Last week New York’s 
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer 
and Kirsten Gillibrand in-
troduced new legislation 
that pushes for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
to investigate the effects 
airplane noise has on resi-
dents across the country, 
including neighborhoods 
like Flushing. The senators 
believe the EPA is better 
suited  for that job than the 
FAA, which took over after 
budget cuts in the 1980s 

Stavisky pushes for greater noise control in Flushing
 State senator presents new evidence showing DNL levels in neighborhood beyond FAA limit

Senator Toby Ann Stavisky speaks to reporters about new airplane 
noise data. Photo by Gina Martinez
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY BILL PARRY

 New York is now the 
sixth state to ban taxes on 
feminine hygiene products 
after Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed legislation into law 
last week. The repeal is 
expected to save women in 
New York $10 million per 
year.

“This is a regressive tax 
on essential products that 
women have had to pay for 
far too long and lifting it is 
a matter of social and eco-
nomic justice,” Cuomo said. 
Feminine hygiene products 
have been taxable since the 
state sales tax was first in-
stituted in 1965, even as a 
wide variety of other goods, 
such as dietary and fam-
ily planning products, have 
been exempt.

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
announced Tuesday she has 
introduced a series of bills 
which expand her efforts 
to make feminine hygiene 
products more accessible 
and affordable to women. 
The measures would create 
a $120 refundable tax credit 
to low-income individuals 
who regularly use men-
strual hygiene products,  a 
second bill would require 
ingredient labels for femi-
nine hygiene products, and 
a final measure that would 
require large companies 
to provide free feminine 
hygiene products to their 
employees.

Meng and City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (East Elmhurst), 
also sent a letter to U.S. 
Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch requesting that fem-
inine hygiene products be 
made available to federal 
inmates and detainees at 
no-cost.

“Barriers to menstrual 
equality are quickly com-
ing down and I continue 
to do everything I can to 
help all women achieve 
it,” Meng said. “These bills 
and our letter to the attor-
ney general will help move 
these efforts forward and 
bring us closer to the day 
when access, safety and 

stigma are no longer issues 
with menstruation. Earlier 
this year, I was able to con-
vince FEMA to add femi-
nine hygiene products to 
the list of items that home-
less assistance providers 
can purchase with fed-
eral grant funds, and this 
month Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio signed legislation -- for 
which I strongly advocated 
-- that improves access to 
menstrual hygiene items 
for women and girls in New 
York City. The momentum 
for menstrual equality con-
tinues to grow and we will 
keep up the fight.”

Fer reras - Copeland’s 
campaign began with a free 
dispenser in a girl’s room 
at Corona’s High School 
for Arts and Businesses in 
September. She sponsored 
several of the bills signed 
into law by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio.

“The inequitable taxa-
tion on our periods can be 
found at every level of so-
ciety from the pervasive 
stigma women face for 
menstruating to the poor 

accessibility to menstrual 
hygiene products,” Ferre-
ras-Copeland said. “New 
York City has taken a giant 
leap towards menstrual eq-
uity by guaranteeing pads 
and tampons in schools, 
shelters and prisons and 
Rep. Grace Meng’s legisla-
tion goes beyond to rectify 
the problem for the work-
force and low-income fami-
lies.” 

 She added, “I am proud 
to work with women across 
this state and the country 
to end menstrual taboos 
and bring us into the 21st 
century where women’s 
bodies are respected.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Cuomo signs repeal
of state’s tampon tax

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland's campaign for menstru-
al equity moves forward with the repeal of the tampon tax in New 
York State. Courtesy of Ferreras-Copeland's office.

Weigh in on the issues that 
matter to Queens by writing 
a letter to the editor. Send 
your opinions or comments 

to timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

If the Islanders have 
their way, they’ll soon be 
calling Willets Point home. 
This is all according to 
Bloomberg News, which did 
not name the source, but 
reported the New York Is-
landers’ owners have been 
in talks for months with 
New York Mets owners to 
build an arena adjacent to 
Citifield in Flushing. 

“Willets Point is emerg-
ing as a persuasive alterna-
tive to the team’s current 
home at Brooklyn’s Bar-
clays Center if the Island-
ers’ owners and arena offi-
cials can’t agree on a series 
of hockey-specific improve-
ments,” Bloomberg quoted 
the source, who asked for 
anonymity because the ne-
gotiations are private, as 
saying.

 Willets Point would be 
an ideal move considering 
a large majority of the fan 
base is from Long Island 
and the arena would be 
closer to Queens. This is not 
the first time Willets Point 
has been considered. Back 
in 2010 there were similar 
conversations among own-
ers, but nothing came from 
it. 

 Islanders officials 
would neither confirm nor 
deny plans to move, saying 
“the Islanders do not com-
ment on rumor or specula-
tion.”  Requests for com-
ments from the Mets were 
not returned.

Willets Point is cur-

rently home to autoshops, 
unpaved roads and scrap 
yards. In 2013 a $3 billion 
redevelopment plan was ap-
proved by the city to trans-
form it into a commercial, 
retail and residential area. 
The plan has been the cen-
ter of controversy because 
the land to be redeveloped 
includes 47 acres of park-
land which cannot be sold 
or leased without autho-
rization from state Leg-
islature. State Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), along 
with civic groups, business 
owners and residents, filed 
a lawsuit challenging the 
transfer of the land, which 
an appellate court has up-
held.  The mega-project has 
been halted.

There has been no indi-
cation as to where exactly 
the arena would be built 
within Willets Point.

The Islanders currently 
play in Barclays Center in 

Downtown Brooklyn. Fans 
have complained about the 
arena, saying the views are 
obstructed and that getting 
to the stadium and park-
ing is an issue. Players on 
the team are also unhappy. 
Throughout the last season 
one of the main complaints 
has been the ice conditions, 
which league technicians 
have tried to fix. The arena 
was originally designed to 
house the Brooklyn Nets, a 
basketball team. 

The Islanders have 
spent just one year in the 
Brooklyn arena since their 
move from Nassau Colise-
um in Uniondale, N.Y., but 
it has been less than ideal. 
According to the National 
Hockey League, Islander 
game attendance is 13,626 
per home game, the third 
lowest in the NHL. The are-
na itself only holds 15,700 
people, which is well below 
the league’s standard by a 

few thousand. 
Barclays Center Chief 

Executive Officer Brett 
Yormark spoke about the 
obstructed views to Sports 
Illustrated back in Febru-
ary, telling fans to work 
around the bad seats.

 “Our seating capacity is 
over 15,700,” he said. “With-
in that capacity there’s a lot 
of great seats. Do we have 
some obstructed seats? Yes, 
we do. Are fans aware of 
those obstructed seats be-
fore they purchase them? 
Yes, they are. There’s re-
ally nothing we’re going to 
do from a capital improve-
ment standpoint. You can 
watch the game on your 
mobile device. The game is 
on the scoreboard. There 
are many ways to view 
the game if you’re in one 
of those obstructed seats. 
We aren’t going to be able 
to change the seats in the 
building. That is what it 
is. But there are certainly 
other ways we can enhance 
the experience.”

Islanders partner, Jon 
Ledecky, spoke to journal-
ist in July and acknowl-
edged issues with the Bar-
clay Stadium

“We have to make Bar-
clays Center feel more like 
the Islanders’ home,” he 
said. “It’s a wonderful facil-
ity, but it is generic. So we’re 
working with Barclays.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

The city Park’s Depart-
ment broke ground on a 
full reconstruction of Vet-
erans Grove Playground 
in Elmhurst Monday. 

The $1.7 million proj-
ect will upgrade the play 
area and surrounding the 
sidewalk with the City 
Council providing $1.5 
million in funding with 
an additional $175,000 
from Borough President 
Melinda Katz.

Existing benches, fenc-
ing, play equipment and 
pavements will all be re-
moved and replaced with 
updated amenities. In ad-
dition to play spaces for 
children, Veterans Grove 
Playground will include 
a spray shower area for 
use during the summer 
months and quiet sitting 
areas. The park’s dog run 
will also get improve-
ments, including a new 
drinking fountain.

Five parks and play-
grounds will be improved 
or renovated in Elmhurst, 
including Crowley Play-
ground, Hoffman Park, 
CC Moore Playground and 
Newtown Playground. 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) has allocated $5 
million for the projects.

“Improving parks and 
playgrounds in Elmhurst 
is a top priority of mine,” 
Dromm said. “Quality 
greenspace is essential to 

the health and well-being 
of any community.”

Work began at Veter-
ans Grove Playground 
in the spring and is ex-
pected to take two years 
to complete. The trian-
gular park, just north of 
the Long Island Rail Road 
between Whitney Avenue 
and 43rd Avenue, will 
also get important storm 
water management infra-
structure.

Parks will install a 
number of underground 
chambers and pipes, 
which will help manage 
storm water runoff by cap-
turing the rain water, and 
diverting overflow from 
the city’s storm water 
system. This new infra-
structure will also mini-
mize soil runoff after rain 
and include plantings and 
land form changes, which 
will aid in containing 
storm water.

Islanders looking at Queens
Management considering Willets Point as location for new arena

Playground starts
full reconstruction

Work is underway on a full 
reconstruction of Veterans 
Grove Playground in Elmhurst 
with more projects in the 
pipeline. Courtesy NYC Parks

Willets Point is a potential location for a new Islanders arena, ac-
cording to a report by Bloomberg News. Photo by Madina Toure
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IT’S NOT  
TOO LATE  
TO APPLY  
FOR FALL!
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an emergency fund-raiser 
would get the attention of 
big donors. To their sur-
prise, no one stepped up. 
They raised only $900,000, 
far short of their $2 million 
goal, which would have al-
lowed Big Apple to continue 
staging their shows in New 
York City. 

In a statement, Execu-
tive Director Will Maitland 
Weiss, said the 2016-2017 
performances would have 
to be canceled but the funds 

raised will go to already 
running community pro-
grams like Clown Care, 
which sends clowns to pe-
diatric hospitals across the 
country to lift the spirits of 
young patients undergoing 
treatment.

Weiss promised to con-
tinue charitable work and 
hinted at the possibility of 
returning.

 “Our deepest thanks go 
out to the many people who 
sent donations and voiced 
their support for the cir-
cus,” he said. “While the 
response was heartening, 
we ultimately did not raise 

enough cash to go forward 
with rehearsals and ticket 
marketing in August. How-
ever, we will continue oper-
ating Clown Care and other 
community programs and 
hope to be able to return 
to performing under our 
Big Top in a later season, 
including offering our spe-
cially adapted performanc-
es for children and families 
affected by physical and/or 
cognitive challenges.“

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

tion, the U.S. attorney said. 
Their son, Angelo, acted 
as an assistant, handling 
drug operations whenever 
Gregorio was out of town.  
Charges against Eleonora 
are pending.

The Italian restaurant 
was located at 51-01 108th 
St.

The investigation was 
an international effort with 
help from officials in Italy 
and Costa Rica. FBI Assis-
tant Director-in-Charge Di-
ego Rodriguez, commended 
everyone’s efforts in taking 
the Gigliotti family down. 

“This case has senti-
ments of the famous Pizza 
Connection case — an 
organized crime family 
running a narcotics traf-
ficking ring fronted from 
a family restaurant in New 
York,” he said.“Today’s 
guilty verdict matches the 
past. We are pleased to say 
that another organized 
crime enterprise’s attempt 
at evading law enforcement 
has been disrupted. We 
thank our law enforcement 
partners here, in Italy and 
Costa Rica for their contin-
ued cooperation.”

In October 2014 law en-
forcement intercepted a 
shipment of yucca from 
Costa Rica to Fresh Farms 
Export Corp. in the Bronx, 
containing 40 kilograms of 
cocaine. Eleonora Gigliotti 

allegedly traveled to Costa 
Rica with over $360,000 in 
cash to pay for the ship-
ment, according to the in-
dictment. Then in Decem-
ber 2014 another shipment 
of yucca from Costa Rica 
was seized containing 15 ki-
lograms of cocaine. Franco 
Fazio, a relative and Italian 
national, allegedly flew to 
Costa Rica to pay the source 
of the shipment $170,000, 
prosecutors said.

Gregorio and Angelo 
Gigliotti were arrested on 
March 11, 2015, when law 
enforcement searched the 
Corona restaurant. Dur-
ing the search they seized 
multiple guns, including a 
12-gauge shotgun and 22. 
Caliber Colt pistol, among 
others. They also seized 
over $100,000 in cash and 

a drug ledger listing dis-
bursements on the nar-
cotics sales,  according 
to prosecutors. When law 
enforcement searched the 
Gigliottis’ Whitestone resi-
dence, they discovered a 
loaded handgun and over 
$18,000 in cash, the U.S. at-
torney said

Gregorio faces a manda-
tory minimum sentence of 
15 years in prison and his 
son Angelo a minimum of 
20 years in prison when 
they are sentenced. 

 Franco Fazio’s charges 
are still pending. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Gigliotti

Circus

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

Gregorio Gigliotti was found guilty of cocaine trafficking in 
Brooklyn federal court. Photo by Bill Parry

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY MARK HALLUM

Artist Tarsila Schubert 
and non-profit organization 
501 See Streets completed a 
mural project beneath an 
Amtrak railroad overpass 
in Astoria on Friday, and 
the design is a nod to the 
immigrant community in 
the neighborhood. Located 
on 48th street and 25th Av-
enue and stretching about 
70 feet in length, the mural 
comes with the support of 
the residents and commu-
nity leaders.

“These walls have been 
tagged, they looked very 
unpleasant. So I wanted to 
do something positive, up-
lifting, bright, colorful to 
change them and make the 
residents of Astoria smile,” 
Noah Sheroff, Executive 
Director for 501 See Streets, 
said. According to Sheroff, 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) and 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) spon-
sored the new mural, along 
with another project which 
went in at an earlier time 
across the street. Each mu-
ral cost around $3,000.

Schubert is a Brazilian-
born street artist based 
in Dubai who takes part 
in projects aimed at beau-
tification of public space. 
She began her trade in the 
streets of Sao Paulo seven 
years ago, and has lived 
in the United Arab Emir-
ates for four of those years. 
Schubert’s style consists of 
incorporating forms found 
in nature with cultural 
symbols. Greek, Roman 
and Arabic lettering were 
used in the mural to rep-
resent the immigrant com-
munities of Astoria.

Dubai, much like Queens, 
has a large immigrant com-
munity, something Schu-
bert understands well as 

the daughter of an Italian 
immigrant. Schubert has 
also worked to improve 
public space in Lebanon af-
fected by warfare.

The mural opposite to 

Schubert’s features the 
Jackson Hole Diner, the 
Hell Gate Bridge and a 
scene from ‘30s Astoria. 
This is the work of Kenji 
Takabayashi.

Sheroff’s organization 
is responsible for fund-
ing and finding talent for 
mural projects across the 
city, two of which were re-
cently painted beneath a 

LIRR overpass near Forest 
Hills Stadium which depict 
tennis legends who have 
played there along with the 
Ramones, Forest Hills na-
tives.

“The planning stage 
is like the Smiths’ song, 
‘Please, Please, Please, Let 
Me Get What I Want.’ Then 
finishing up it’s like ‘Ante 
Up’ by MOP,” Sheroff said. 
“It’s such a good feeling to 
actually complete it and 
knowing that this is for the 
betterment of the commu-
nity, especially when peo-
ple are so compliment ary.”

Sheroff is constantly 
raising funds for new proj-
ects through the 501 See 
Streets website and has 
plans for another mural in 
Astoria near Schubert’s.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Mural pays homage to Astoria immigrants
Non-profi t organization and Dubai-based artist light up overpass with colorful imagery

Non-profit organization 501 See Streets and artist Tarsila Schubert installed a new mural 
beneath an Astoria underpass to represent the neighborhood's immigrant population. 

Photo courtesy of 501 See Streets
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and proud to name this es-
planade in her honor so that 
her legacy may live on for 
years to come.”

McQueen and her group 
were influential in advocat-
ing for the reconstruction 
of the Queensbridge Park 
seawall and esplanade to 
protect and beautify the 
park. The $6.6 million proj-
ect was completed in 2014 
with funding, nearly half 
allocated by City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside).

“Ms. McQueen under-
stood the transformational 
power that access to beau-
tiful outdoor spaces could 
have for the Queensbridge 
community,” Van Bramer 
said. “For her, restoring 
the park was about justice 
for her community. I was 
honored to work with her 
to repair the esplanade and 
secure funding for the park 
house, and I can imagine a 
no more fitting tribute to 
her life’s work than this re-
naming today. She’s earned 
it for a life well lived.”

The park house used to 

contain bathrooms, a com-
munity space and a conces-
sion stand, but has been left 
empty and abandoned for 
years. In 2014, $4 million in 
funding for the structure 
was secured with construc-
tion set to begin in the fall.

Members of her fam-
ily and dozens of Queens-
bridge residents attended 
the naming ceremony that 
featured a portrait of the 
community leader. Joseph 
Conley, who was chairman 
of Community Board 2 for 
23 years, stood off to the 
side admiring the painting.

“Oh my goodness. I 
look at her portrait and 
her face tells the story, like 
she’s saying ‘Uh huh, what 
are you going to do about 
this?’” Conley said. “That 
seawall was fenced off and 
unusable in 1993. It was just 
a big gaping hole and it was 
getting worse with every 
storm.”

The city did study af-
ter study for years, Con-
ley said, until the officials 
finally saw movement in 
2009.

“It was a long journey 
but she was very, very per-
sistent,” he recalled. “She 
was always reminding us 

of what needed to be done 
for this under-served com-
munity.”

Now there is community 
pride in their park with its 
baseball, soccer and foot-
ball fields, its basketball, 
handball and volleyball 
courts and its playground. 
The park has also become 
a destination for concerts, 
with the City Parks Foun-
dation sponsoring a num-
ber of free performances 
through July 31. 

And they have that es-
planade with a sweeping 
panorama of the Manhat-
tan skyline across the East 
River, now named for Eliza-
beth McQueen.

“This is Miss Mc-
Queen’s dream come true,” 
McQueen’s friend Delores 
Chauncey said. “The mil-
lionaires may be on the 
other side (of the river), but 
we’ve got the views.”

McQueen’s grandson, 
Desmond Williams, who 
recently joined the board 
of The Friends of Queens-
bridge Park, said the honor 
was a long time coming. 

“We’ll keep her legacy 
growing here,” Williams 
said, “although they’re 
mighty big shoes to fill.”

Christopher Poje, 43, 
was charged with third-
degree grand larceny, 
while his wife Margaret, 
39, was similarly charged 
along with counts of forg-
ery and criminal posses-
sion of a forged instru-
ment, the DA said.

“The defendants are al-
leged to have tried to take 
advantage of a system es-
tablished to help people 
who face real crises fol-
lowing a natural disas-
ter,” Brown said. “The two 
defendants in this case 
are alleged to have lied, 
fabricated documents and 
receipts to dupe FEMA 
into giving them funds to 
feed their own greed.”

According to the charg-
es, Margaret Poje filed a 
claim with FEMA stat-
ing she needed to move 
from her home at 157-32 
89th St. in Howard Beach 
to an apartment on West 
82nd Street in Manhattan 
due to damage caused by 
Sandy. FEMA reimbursed 
her for $19,556 for repairs 
on the property as well as 

rental costs for the Man-
hattan apartment.

 But other paperwork 
she filed and a separate 
witness said Margaret 
Poje and her husband 
lived at 157-06 86th St. in 
Howard Beach when San-
dy occurred, according to 
the DA. The FEMA bene-
fits were only available to 
residents whose primary 
home had been damaged 
during the storm.

The DA contended that 
Margaret Poje altered the 
address on the invoice she 
submitted for repairs, and 
the owner of a heating and 
cooling company cited in 
the invoices said  the com-
pany had done work for 
the Pojes, but at their 86th 
Street property - not the 
89th Street address they 
said had been damaged 
during Sandy.

In addition, Chris-
topher Poje submitted 
rental receipts for an 
apartment on East 37th 
Street in Manhattan to 
FEMA, saying he needed 
temporary housing due to 
damage caused by Super-
storm Sandy, Brown said. 
FEMA reimbursed him 
with $6,526 in benefits. 

According to the charges, 
Margaret Poje admitted 
to an investigator that she 
forged signatures and doc-
uments for the two Man-
hattan rental properties.

“As charged, these two 
defendants tried to turn 
a disaster into personal 
profit, stealing public 
funds that could have gone 
to those New Yorkers who 
lost their homes in Hurri-
cane Sandy,” Department 
of Investigations Commis-
sioner Mark Peters said. 
“That one of the defen-
dants is a city firefighter 
now charged with bilking 
the public trust only un-
derscores the troubling 
nature of this investiga-
tion.”

The DA said both defen-
dants could face as much 
as seven years in prison if 
convicted.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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Located Right Next to Our 
Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Scan To Join Our Mailing List for
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


