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BY MARK HALLUM

The city Board of Elections 
ruled in  a hearing Tuesday 
that state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) could remain 
on the ballot for re-election 
after an opponent contended 
that she lacked the required 
number of valid signatures in 
her petitions. The challenges 
were raised by her Demo-
cratic foe, S.J. Jung and other 
residents within the district, 
who claimed the signatures 
to qualify her for re-election 
were illegible or had addresses 
outside of the district, leaving 
only 13 out of 3,519 valid. 

Commissioners from the 
BOE, however, determined 
that Stavisky had more than 
enough valid signatures to 
make it on the ballot.  A mini-
mum of  1,000 signatures is re-
quired, a goal which Jung also 
met.

The 16th Senate district 
runs through Flushing west 
to Woodside and east to Glen 
Oaks.

Jung stirred the pot 
last week when he accused 
Stavisky of botching her peti-
tion drive to the point where 
she should be thrown off the 
ballot. A Friday news confer-
ence was held at the steps of 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Leaders and community 
members gathered to remem-
ber Flushing resident Vincent 
Chun Man Tse, 68, who died 
following a brutal attack  last 
week. 

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
and state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) held a 
news conference Tuesday in 
front of the Rosenthal Self-
help senior center in Flush-
ing, where Tse volunteered for 
years, and demanded the peo-
ple responsible for his death be 
brought to justice. 

According to a criminal 
complaint filed by the Queens 
district attorney, video sur-
veillance shows Cleaman An-
derson, 44, approaching Tse 
and striking him in the head, 
causing him to fall on the 
ground. When police arrived 
on the scene, they found Tse 
on the ground bleeding from 
the mouth, unable to commu-
nicate and with a swollen eye, 
according to prosecutors. 

Tse was taken to New York 
Presbyterian Hospital where 
he was in critical condition for 
over a week, police said. 

He sustained a fractured 
skull, frontal and temporal 
contusions as well as swelling 
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At the Queens County Farm Museum, the 38th Annual Grand Mid-Summer Pow Wow—a festival of 
Native American tribes, dancing and crafts—convenes with a parade of buckskins, feathers, beads 
and war paint. The real thing. More photos on Page 20. Photo by Michael Shain 

Election Board 
rules against     
Jung objections 

Beaten Flushing man dies 
Volunteer, 68, was brutally assaulted after routine fender bender
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) stood with Broadway-
Flushing residents in front 
of a so-called “zombie” home 
asking the city to clean up 
the abandoned property. The 
house, on 25-18 163rd St., is 
caught up in fraudulent mort-
gage activity and is in the pro-
cess of being foreclosed by one 
of its two mortgage holders, ac-
cording to Avella. 

The residence is one of many 
“zombie” dwellings in Avella’s 
district, houses that have been 
abandoned for years and are 
falling apart, with no one tak-
ing responsibility. The owners 
of the 163rd Street property 
took out two mortgages at over 
$100,000, Avella said. At least 
one of the mortgages was in-
volved in a scheme to defraud 
investors, who were part of a 
pension plan in Virginia. The 
mortgage was sold as part of a 
package of bad loans, accord-
ing to Avella. The people be-
hind putting together the bad 
mortgages are now in jail, he 
said.  

Last month Gov. Cuomo 
signed a new law that aims to 
eliminate “zombie” properties. 
The law will go into effect Dec. 
20 and will require banks and 
mortgage servicers who man-
age loans to maintain  these 
dilapidated homes and find 
a way to expedite the foreclo-
sure process to avoid having 
these houses blight neighbor-
hoods for years.

Avella has personally 
reached out to both of the mort-
gage holders of the property 
and will speak to the lender. 

“I am waiting to hear back 
from this lender and will de-
mand that they take immedi-
ate action to clean up this prop-
erty and to remove the derelict 
vehicle as well,”  he said. “I 
will also ask this lender to 
expedite their foreclosure pro-

cess to the extent possible un-
der the law and remind them 
that their obligations as a lien 
holder are soon to increase 
with the enactment of this new 
law, so it is in their best inter-
est to act quickly before they 
are subject to significant fines 
of up to $500 per day.”

Avella  pointed out the con-
trast between the rundown 
home and the well-kept homes 
in the neighborhood. 

“This property is in horren-
dous condition with unsightly 
tarps draped over the entire 
roof.  The rest of the outside 
is broken and dilapidated and 
grass and weeds are growing 
up to 4 feet high.” he said. “On 
top of that there is an obvi-
ously abandoned vehicle that’s 
been sitting on this property 
for a very long time. To make 
matters worse, this property 
is a large corner property in 

the midst of a beautiful and 
tranquil residential com-
munity, which is completely 
overshadowed by this zombie 
property which casts a pall of 
desperation and decline over 
the entire neighborhood.” 

Madelyn Bower, who has 
lived in the neighborhood for 
over 50 years, is happy that 
something is finally being 
done.

“When I heard about this 
new state law I contacted Sen-
ator Avella and I must say I’m 
very impressed with Avella’s 
presence, to be able to come 
here on site to view it before 
this press conference,” she 
said. “So I’m most grateful and 
I think so are my neighbors.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

A former substitute spe-
cial education teacher from 
Bayside was charged Monday 
with an attempted criminal 
sexual act after being arrest-
ed in an Internet sting, the 
Queens district attorney’s of-
fice said.

The suspect, Christopher 
Tselios, 28, allegedly ar-
ranged to meet a 14-year-old 
girl for oral sex in exchange 
for $500 cash, but the victim 
turned out to be an undercov-
er law enforcement officer, 
prosecutors said.

Tselios  was a substitute 
teacher with the city Depart-
ment of Education until 2015 
and claimed to be planning 
a permanent relocation to 
South Korea to teach kinder-
garten. The Queens DA said 
the South Korean Consulate 
was notified to prevent the 
suspect from traveling to 
their country without knowl-
edge of his legal standing in 
the United States   . 

 He was also charged with 
attempting to pass along in-
decent material to a minor, 
to patronize a prostitute and 
to endanger the welfare of 
a child, the DA said. Tselios 
faces up to four years in pris-
on if convicted.

“This case underscores 
the crucial importance of In-

ternet surveillance initiative 
by law enforcement to protect 
children from sexual preda-
tors,” DA Richard Brown 
said. “This case, and the 
many others my office has 
prosecuted, should serve as a 
warning to parents that they 
must closely monitor their 
children’s Internet activities. 
Despite the numerous publi-
cized arrests for exactly this 
type of alleged behavior, sex-
ual predators continue to re-
lentlessly scour the Internet 
for victims. Do not let your 
child become one of them.”

An NYPD vice detec-
tive posing as an underage 
teenage girl responded to a 
Craigslist post looking for 
“fun with a teen or younger” 
July 26, the DA’s office said. 
The suspect responded and 
explicitly asked for the girls 
age, the DA said. As the con-
versation progressed the 
suspect was sent photos of a 
female undercover officer, 
according to prosecutors.

 Tselios attempted to meet 
with whom he believed to be a 
young girl July 29 at a Forest 
Hills eatery, the DA said. The 
rendezvous was set for 11 p.m. 
and the undercover female 
officer who was depicted in 
the photos sent to Tselios was 
waiting for the suspect to ar-
rive. Police arrested the de-

A Bayside school teacher is arrested for using Craigslist to solicit sex 
from what he thought was an underage girl. 

State Senator Avella stands with residents in front of a zombie house in 
Flushing.  Photo by Gina Martinez

Bayside man arrested 
in teen sex sting: DA

Eyesore scrutinized 
Avella calls for removal of abandoned ‘zombie’ homes
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Shakespeare in the Park 

and free movie screenings will 
be returning to Cunningham 
Park for the month of August, 
courtesy of Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and Friends of Cunning-
ham Park. 

For 60 years, Shakespeare 
in the Park has been touring 
the city and bringing free per-
formances to New Yorkers. “As 
You Like It” will be coming to 
Cunningham Park Aug. 4 with 
a rain date of Aug. 9. This is a 
comedy by the famous English 
playwright in which two wom-
en from a French duchy are 
forced to flee persecution at 
the hands of the heroine’s un-
cle. A performance of “Julius 
Caesar” is scheduled for Aug. 
18 with a rain date of Aug. 23. 
This is one of Shakespeare’s 
iconic tragedies in which the 
downfall of the first Roman 
emperor is depicted through 
the internal struggles of his 
deeply conflicted soon-to-be 

assassin Marcus Brutus.
Both plays are scheduled to 

begin at 8 p.m. and will have 
interactive workshops for chil-
dren an hour before.

 The 1959 Peter Sellers cold 
war satire film “The Mouse 
That Roared” is scheduled for 
an Aug. 8 screening with an 
Aug. 11 rain date. “Selma”, 
the 2014 film depicting Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.’s famous 
march for equal voting rights 
through Montgomery, Ala., 
in 1965 will be shown Aug. 15 
with a rain date of Aug. 16. The 
2015 film “Inside Out”, about a 
girl whose emotions are per-
sonified through five other 
characters while she struggles 
to adjust to new surround-
ings as her family moves from 
one side of the country to the 
other, will be screened Aug. 22 
with an Aug. 25 rain date.

 “Bajrangi Bhaijaan” 
should mix it up for park-goers 
interested in a little Bollywood 
flavor. This Indian drama is 
about a devout follower of the 
Hindu deity Hanuman, tasked 

with seeing a mute 6-year-old 
girl back to her home in Paki-
stan. This is scheduled for 
viewing Aug. 29 with a rain 
date of Aug. 30.

“Cunningham Park is a 
beautiful oasis in eastern 
Queens. I am so pleased to 
bring in cultural programs 
like Shakespeare in the Park 

and free movie nights at which 
the community can gather,” 
Grodenchik said.

Cunningham Park is locat-
ed between the borders of Oak-
land Gardens, Fresh Meadows 
and Jamaica Estates and can 
be easily accessed by the 73 
Avenue exit of Clearview Ex-
pressway.

All films will start at 8 p.m. 
and attendees can reach Cun-
ningham Park via the Q76 
bus.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Councilman Barry Grodenchik is bringing Shakespeare in the Park and free movie screenings to Cunningham 
Park in Oakland Gardens. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Shakespeare heading to northeastern Queens
Grodenchik announces plays, hit movies scheduled for Cunningham Park in August
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The city has agreed to pay the 
family of Avonte Oquendo, 
the 14 year-old autistic boy 
whose body was found along 
the College Point shoreline, 
$2.7 million in a settlement, 
according to the Law Depart-
ment.

Avonte’s mother, Vanessa 
Fontaine, sued the Depart-
ment of Education in a $25 
million wrongful death suit 
for negligence in 2014. Fon-
taine claimed NYPD school 
safety officials at Riverview 
High School in Long Island 
City did not adequately su-
pervise or protect her special 
needs child. Since Avonte 
was autistic, he had a propen-
sity to run away and lacked 
good communication skills, 
according to the suit. In the 
suit Fontaine also claimed 
that safety officials did not 

act quickly enough and failed 
to immediately notify the Po-
lice Department after Avonte 
left the school’s premises.  

When Avonte disappeared 
from the school in October 
2013, video surveillance 
showed him running out the 
front door. Avonte’s where-
abouts were unknown until 
January 2014, when officials 
discovered pieces of his body 
washed up onto the College 
Point shoreline. His family 
and volunteers had searched 
for him for months before his 
body was found.

“The loss of a child is a 
tragedy no family should 
endure, and hopefully the 
resolution of this legal mat-
ter will bring some measure 
of solace to Avonte’s family” 
The Law Department said in 
a statement about the settle-
ment. “The DOE has taken 

BY BILL PARRY

Reforms on Rikers Island 
and other city prisons have 
resulted in a 45 percent reduc-
tion in serious violence indi-
cators during the first half 
of 2016, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced Tuesday with De-
partment of Correction Com-
missioner Joseph Ponte.

 For the first time since 
2011, overall uses of force and 
overall assaults on staff are 
now trending downward.

“Every day, our dedicated 
correction officers work to 
drive down violence in our 
city’s jails -- and today it’s clear 
their hard work is paying off,” 
de Blasio said. “Today’s num-
bers are a heartening sign 
that a culture of safety is tak-
ing hold throughout the de-
partment. The most serious 
assaults on staff are down by 

nearly half; the most serious 
uses of force are down by near-
ly half. Newly refurbished jails 
are safer places for inmates to 
live and officers to work. Com-
missioner Ponte is showing 
the nation we can run humane 
jails that keep our officers and 
inmates safe from harm.”

Since his appointment, 
Ponte has reduced the use of 
punitive segregation by 75 
percent while achieving these 
reductions in violence.

“As these statistics show, 
our focused reforms on bet-
ter staff training, added edu-
cational opportunities, and 
smarter inmate classification 
are leading to a safer environ-
ment for inmates and staff 
alike,” Ponte said. 

Since 2011, stabbings and 
slashings continued to rise un-
til now, they said. In the first 
six months of this year com-
pared to last, stabbings and 
slashings held even at 66 and 
as of July 31, stabbings and 
slashing are now down to 78 
for the year, compared to 87 at 
this time last year.

“The statistics released 
today substantiate our belief 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The RKO Keith’s Theater 
at the gateway to Main Street 
in downtown Flushing will 
be transformed into a condo 
— or so say the latest develop-
ers with a plan to rescue the 
blighted landmark.

The theater was purchased 
by Xinyuan Real Estate, a Chi-
na-based real estate developer 
and property manager. Xinyu-
an acquired the derelict build-
ing located at 135-35 Northern 
Blvd. for $66 million and plans 
to build a 269-unit residential 
building. Xinyuan will be the 
fifth developer to try to con-
vert the abandoned theater.

Chuck Apelian, vice chair-
man of Community Board 7, 
which oversees projects in 
Flushing, welcomed news of a 
new developer as long as the 
theater’s landmarked lobby is 
preserved.

 “We hope that they build 
what was approved and we’re 
excited to get going.” he said. 
“We hope that they’ll reach 
out to the board and cooper-
ate. We’re very hopeful that 
it’s going to happen and hap-

pen soon.
 RKO Keith’s Theater 

opened on Christmas day 
1928. In its heyday the theater 
hosted performances by mega 
stars Bob Hope, Judy Garland 

and Jerry Lewis. In 1984 the 
theater’s lobby and staircase 
were designated landmarks 
by the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. The theater 
was closed down in 1986 and 

since then its fate has been in 
limbo. 

The first developer to ac-
quire RKO was also the most 
notorious. In 1986 Thomas 
Huang purchased the theater 

for $3.4 million. Huang made 
plans to transform the theater 
into a mega mall combined 
with condos. A series of prob-
lems followed, including an ar-
son case in 1990 that was never 
solved. Huang was accused 
of destroying historic parts 
of the theater and in 1997 he 
pleaded guilty to letting 10,000 
gallons of heating oil spill into 
the basement of the theater. 
He served five years probation 
and paid a $5,000 fine. 

Following Huang were a se-
ries of developers whose plans 
never got off the ground. In 
2002 developer Shaya Boymel-
gren bought the building from 
Huang for $15 million but lost it 
to foreclosure. Patrick Thomp-
son then bought the theater 
in 2010 for $20 million and 
planned to build a Condo but 
sold it to JK Equities, which 
put the theater up for sale in 
February after purchasing 
RKO Keith’s for $30 million in 
2013. 

Xinyuan, listed on the New 
York Stock Exchange,  is the 
latest developer to take up the 
challenge and the most prom-

The Mayor and the Department 
of Correction announce a big re-
duction of violent incidents in 
the city's prison system. 

Photo by Ken Maldanado

The former RKO Keith's Theater in Flushing has been purchased for $66 million by Xinyuan Real Estate, which 
plans  to build a 269-unit residential tower on the site. 

RKO Keith’s fi nds new owner
China-based real estate developer buys dilapidated Flushing movie palace  for $66M

Mayor announces big drop 
in violence in prison system

Avonte family settles  
suit for $2.7 million

Continued on Page 57
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

New York City students 
showed improved scores in 
state exams this past year 
and matched New York State 
students in English Language 
Arts (ELA) scores for the 
first time since standardized 
testing was instituted for all 
grades in 2006. City students 
also showed increased profi-
ciency on math exams, and 
Queens students matched the 
upward trends in both catego-
ries. The tests were conducted 
in April for students in grades 
3-8.

Overall, English test score 
proficiency improvements 
from 2015 were particularly 
notable in Queens school dis-
tricts, with many marking 
proficiency increases of 10 
percent or more across de-
mographic and geographical 
lines. 

In District 24, including 
parts of middle and eastern 
Queens, ELA scores went up 
by 7 percent from 2015, while 
math scores stayed steady 
with 40 percent considered 
proficient. District 25, which 
includes parts of Flushing, 
Whitestone and College Point, 
saw a 10 percent increase in 
ELA scores to 53 percent, 
while math scores improved 
one point to 59 percent. 

In District 26, which in-

cludes Bayside and Douglas-
ton, ELA scores increased by 
7 percent to 66 percent, while 
math scores went from 70 to 71 
percent. In District 27, which 
includes parts of Far Rock-
away and Woodhaven, English 
scores went up 7 points to 37 
percent, while math scores 
decreased by one point to 33 
percent, the only percentage 
decrease on record in the bor-
ough. 

District 28, which stretches 

from Forest Hills to South Ja-
maica, saw an 8 percent ELA 
increase to 43 percent, while 
math held steady at 41 percent. 
In District 29, which includes 
parts of eastern Queens such 
as St. Albans and Rosedale, 
ELA scores jumped  8 points 
to 33 percent ,while math went 
up by one to 26 percent.  And 
in District 30, which includes 
parts of Sunnyside, Astoria 
and Woodside, English scores 

BY MARK HALLUM

Tom Suozzi, the Democrat-
ic candidate running to fill 
U.S. Rep. Steve Israel’s seat, 
announced he had submitted 
paperwork to the state Board 
of Elections to create a sepa-
rate line on the ballot for his 
campaign called “Fix Wash-
ington.” 

This is in line with his 
stance to create a middle 
ground for Democrats and Re-
publicans in Congress to come 
to constructive agreements 
about the issues facing the 
country.  It also is a response 
to his opponent, state Sen. 
Jack Martins (R-Mineola), 
who attacked Suozzi for rais-
ing the property taxes during 
his tenure as Nassau County 
executive. 

The contested district cur-
rently Israel, a Democrat, con-
sists of Nassau County, Suffolk 
County and part of northeast 
Queens.

“Voters from across the 
political spectrum are send-

ing a resounding message that 
something is seriously wrong 
in our nation’s capital,” Suozzi 
said in a telephone conference 
with reporters.  “People have 
had enough of the finger-point-
ing, the name calling and the 
attacks that candidates lodge 
at their opponents just to win 
a campaigns. It has left our 
government ineffective and 
unresponsive. The people are 
crying out for candidates who 
will discuss the serious issues 
we face and get things done!”

The New York State Appel-
late court recently ruled that 
Martins would not have to 
face Philip Pidot, a Republican 
opponent, in a primary before 
the general election,  but Pidot 
is seeing further legal action.

Suozzi said Martins and 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
 Volunteers arrived at the 

Olde Towne Flushing Burial 
Ground Wednesday to clean 
up the neglected cemetery, 
which holds the remains of 
African Americans, Ameri-
can Indians and the poor 
from 19th century society. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), Green 
Earth Urban Gardens Presi-
dent Maureen Regan and 
Eddy Abrams from the Olde 
Towne Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy held a 
news conference to discuss 
the historical importance of 
the land and to applaud the 
efforts of those offering their 
labor to uphold the dignity of 
the cemetery.

Koo funded the cleanup 
with $12,000 in parks equity 
funding.

It is estimated that there 
are about 1,000 people are 
buried in unmarked graves 
where visitors have mistaken 
the green space for a common 
park over a number of years.

“Our country has a long, 
dark history of slavery, rac-
ism and murder that we must 
never forget,” Koo said. “The 
Old Town Flushing Burial 
Ground intends to honor 
their lives.  In maintaining 
these grounds, we let the 
bones beneath our feet know 
that the times have changed. 
However, I think we all know 
that we have much work still 
to do. For when we are all 
equal, we can begin to truly 
understand each other, and 
finally live among one anoth-
er in peace.”

The town of Flushing first 
purchased the land for a pub-
lic burial ground in 1840 and 

it became the place where the 
city’s marginalized residents 
were laid to rest. In 1914, it 
was turned over to the Parks 
Department, which made 
it into a playground in 1936 
and the headstones were re-
moved.

A revival came about when 
community activist and Bay-
side resident Mandingo Tsha-
ka took a personal interest in 
the burial ground located on 
46th Avenue between 164th 
and 165th streets, across 
from Flushing Cemetery. A 
movement began to reclaim 
the land in honor of the black 
people and American Indians 
who are still buried there in 
contradiction to the city ad-
ministrative code  pertaining 
to cemeteries in that there 
was no effort to relocate the 
bodies.

The last time the burial 
ground received proper at-
tention was in August 2015, 
and the upkeep was long over-
due. This was an extensive 
renovation spearheaded  by 
Tshaka and executed by then 
Flushing Councilman John 
Liu.  The burial ground  still 
does not receive the regular 
maintenance it needs, but as 
a lawn mower drove across 
the open field and teenagers 
raked at the hedges Wednes-
day, onlookers could see the 
space shaping up. 

Although it is not known 
where the original head-
stones ended up, the Parks 
Department built a memorial 
wall along the eastern edge 
of the grounds where there 
are at least two stones which 
been engraved with names 
and dates of death as a throw-
back to the days when actual 
markers for the dead existed. 

Members of the conser-
vancy are not pleased with 
the memorial wall because 
the stones are not held to-
gether with mortar, which 
means people move them 
around. According to the 
daughter of one member, 
the names in the stones 
are “bootleg,” or in some 
way false representation of 
who actually rests beneath 
the soil.  The ultimate goal 
would be to push for a more 
prominent and secure mon-
ument.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57

Mayor Bill de Blasio touted improvements in scores after the 
New York State Education Department released results of state 
exams this week. Scores improved in English and Math citywide. 

Photo by Patrick Semansky/AP

Olde Towne of Flushing burial 
ground was cleaned up, courtesy 
of allocations from Councilman 
Peter Koo and activist groups who 
want to cast light on the ceme-
tery's history.
 Photo by Mark Hallum

Democratic candidate for Congress 
Tom Suozzi campaigns.

Suozzi responds to finger-pointing

Koo pays for cleanup 
of old burial ground

Exam grades improve
City boasts higher profi ciency on state tests in 2016



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 5–11, 20166    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

FLIP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

NYPD Commissioner Bill 
Bratton announced his resig-
nation from the department at 
a news conference this week 
where he and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said NYPD Chief of 
Department Jimmy O’Neill 
would replace him in the job of 
top cop.

Bratton said he was leaving 
to take an opportunity in the 
private sector, which was later 
revealed to be the head of the 
risk management division at 
Teneo Holdings. He will leave 
the NYPD in September.

“It is a challenging time for 
police in America, and New 
York, even with all indicators 
pointing in the right direc-
tion,” Bratton said. “I try to 
leave each place with the bus 
headed in the right direction, 
with the right people on the 
bus, and, before I go, three or 
four people who are qualified 
to drive that bus.”

Bratton served as NYPD 
commissioner in two separate 
eras. He was hired as commis-
sioner in 1994 by Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani after a year’s stint as 

commissioner of the Boston 
Department. He resigned two 
years later after disputes with 
Giuliani and served for seven 
years as the chief of the Los 
Angeles Police Department.

De Blasio said Bratton told 
him of his decision to resign 
July 8. After numerous consul-
tations in the following weeks, 
de Blasio offered O’Neill the 
job about 16 hours before the 
noon press conference.

O’Neill has served the 
NYPD for more than 30 years 
and was appointed chief of de-
partment on Nov. 3, 2014. He 
is a proponent of the neigh-
borhood policing strategy be-
ing applied throughout city 
precincts. During a National 
Night Out event in Astoria 
Tuesday evening, the mayor 
and Bratton announced that 
neighborhood policing would 
be expanded to 12 more pre-
cincts this fall, including the 
103rd in Jamaica and the 114th 
in Astoria. 

At the conference, de Bla-
sio opined about the “intense 
bond” he developed with Brat-
ton during the course of his 
first term and lauded the prog-

ress he believed they accom-
plished together.

“When we think about the 
31 months – we came into of-
fice, all of us together, with the 
goal of doing two things that 
many said could not be done at 
the same time – driving down 
crime while repairing some 
of the rift between police and 
community,” de Blasio said. 
“We said both of those things 
have to happen.” 

Bratton has long been asso-
ciated with the policy of “bro-
ken windows,” which targets 
quality-of-life abuses as the 
first step in spiraling crime. 
Critics, including Communi-
ties United for Police Reform 
spokesman Anthonine Pierre, 
said these practices negatively 
affected New Yorkers and de-
plored Bratton’s reaction to ac-
cusations of police brutality.

“Bratton’s failure to hold 
police officers accountable 
when they unjustly kill or bru-
talize New Yorkers only per-
petuates the police abuses and 
killings roiling this nation,” 
he said. “There should be no 
delusion of systemic change at 
the NYPD under his tenure.”

A day prior to the an-
nouncement, the group Mil-
lions March NYC initiated a 
sit-in outside City Hall pro-
testing police misconduct and 

harassment. Their demands 
included, among others, for 
Bratton to be fired, though de 
Blasio said at the conference 

NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton and Mayor Bill de Blasio announce 
that Bratton will be resigning his post effective in September. NYPD 
Chief of Department Jimmy O'Neill will take over the job. 

Courtesy of the Mayor's office/Demetrius Freeman

Bratton resigns as NYPD commissioner

212-45 26th Ave., Ste. 1B

Bayside

In Bay Terrace Shopping Ctr. 

Professional Office Suites.

seancohen@allstate.com

Sean Cohen
718-353-3500

© 2014 Allstate Insurance Co.

17
39

49

Your town
is my town.

Now proudly serving Bayside.
I live and work here just like you. So I’m right around the corner 
when you need me. I can help protect the things you own and the 
people you love. Call or stop by today for a free quote.

DINETTE 
& FURNITURE CENTER

718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, New York

Monday & Thursday 10am-7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 1pm-6pm 
Sunday 12-4pm

EVERYTHING 
MUST GO!

PRICES 
SLASHED!

STORE 
CLOSING!

Continued on Page 43
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Registration Hours: Mon–Thurs 5pm to 8pm & Sat 11am to 3pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~Musical Theater 
Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Salsa Caleña ~ Jumps, Leaps & Turns  

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boy Classes ~ Adult Classes  
Drama and Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons ~ Competitive Dance Team

Voted Best 
Children’s 

Gymnastics

Voted Best 
Adult Dance 

Studio

Voted Best 
Performing
Arts Camp

Voted Best 
Children’s

Dance 
Studio

Enrollment Begins 
Mon, Aug 8th 

OPEN HOUSE: Sat, 8/20 from 12pm to 3pm (Free classes, demos, tour the studio, meet the staff)

Enroll by 8/22 & the registration fee will be waived
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National Night Out unites cops, community

An all-star turnout for the National Night Out ceremonies in Astoria's 114th Precinct included Mayor de 
Blasio (c).  Courtesy of Mayor's office/Ed Reed

In the 113th Precinct, a little heart-to-heart in Baisley Park.  Twitter

Police Commissioner William Bratton, who earlier in the day announced he is stepping down, greets Queens 
DA Richard Brown in Astoria Park during National Night Out festivities. Courtesy Queens District Attorney 

The K-9 unit came out for the 106th Precinct party in Tudor Park in Ozone 
Park. 

Forest Hills' precinct, the 112th, took over MacDonald Park off Queens Boulevard. Twitter

For stories on 
National Night Out, 

see Page 18.

The commanding officer of Bayside's 111th Precinct William McBride, is honored by Jessica 
Douglas of the Mayor's community affairs office, for his work. Photo by Mark Hallum
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Blotter

SUNNYSIDE—The death of a 
5-month-old has been ruled a homicide, 
according the medical examiner’s of-
fice. 

Police responded to a call of an un-
conscious infant Saturday at 8 a.m. 
When officers arrived at 39-20 Green-
point Ave., they discovered 5-month-
old Alaila Baque unconscious and un-

responsive, police said. 
She was taken to Elmhurst General 

Hospital, where she was pronounced 
dead. 

The medical examiner’s Office has 
deemed Baque’s death a homicide. 

Police have questioned the parents 
and the investigation was continuing.

 

FLUSHING—A Long Island man 
was fatally shot in the head late 
Wednesday night, police said. 

Richard Brown, 50, of Hempstead, 
was found on 35th Avenue and Far-
rington Street with a gunshot wound 

to the head, according to police. 
Brown was taken to Booth Memori-

al Hospital, where he was pronounced 
dead, police said. 

No arrests were made and investi-
gations are still ongoing. 

FLUSHING—Police were seek-     
ing information about a gunfight that 
broke out between a driver and bicy-
clist in Flushing earlier this month. 
The incident took place on 137th Street 
and 32nd Avenue on July 12 at about 
10:25 p.m., police said. 

The driver of a silver Jeep Grand 
Cherokee shot at a bicyclist, who then 
shot back twice as the jeep drove away, 
according to police. 

No injuries were reported in the in-
cident, NYPD said. 

Police have released a video of the 
incident and the man seen shooting 
at the Jeep is described as black, last 
seen wearing long shorts, a long-sleeve 

shirt and sneakers. 
Anyone with information in re-

gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477)

Flushing gunfight between cyclist, motorist

Kew Gardens man arrested for groping: DA

Long Island man shot dead in Flushing: NYPD

Sunnyside infant death ruled a homicide

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Video shows the two unidentified men in-
volved in a shooting incident in Flushing. 

NYPD

FLUSHING— A Kew Gardens man 
has been arrested in two groping in-
cidents in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, police said. Andres Marrero 
Fisher, 25, was charged with forcible 
touching , public lewdness and harass-
ment, according to the district attor-
ney’s office.

Police searched for Fisher after two 
women were forcibly groped while jog-
ging inside the park. 

According to police, the first in-
cident occurred July 26 at 7:50 a.m. A 
46-year-old female was jogging inside 
the park near Jewel Avenue and Grand 
Central Parkway when Fisher alleged-
ly grabbed the victims buttocks, police 
said.

Two days later, on July 28 at 6:50 
p.m., Fisher allegedly grabbed a 
33-year-old female’s buttocks again as 
she was jogging, police said. She was 

jogging in Flushing Meadow Park 
near Meadow Lake Road East and 69th 
Road, police said. 

Fisher was expected in court on 
Aug. 8. 

Andres Marrero, shown here in a photo sup-
plied by police after reports of two sepa-
rate forcible touching incidents at Flushing 
Meadows Park, is now under arrest.   

Photo courtesy of NYPD
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It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your Car 

Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company Cannot 
Direct You Otherwise

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

   Insurance Company’s Drive-In Claim Service

  Final Or Binding

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

Is this a job 
or
a purpose?
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

To: Carmine Gallo, Regional 
Administrator - Eastern Region, 
Federal Aviation Administration

We are reaching out to you 
concerning the July 25, 2016 no-
tification in the Federal Register 
that the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration is issuing a “final rule” 
extending the “North Shore He-
licopter Route” for another four 
years without the normal 30-day 
notice that would give the com-
munity the opportunity to com-
ment on this decision.

As you know, the tremendous 
increase in helicopter traffic and 
related noise impacts has been a 
significant issue in our respec-
tive districts for the past several 

years.
In 2015, our offices partici-

pated in two lengthy conference 
calls that were organized on be-
half of the local civic organiza-
tion, We Love Whitestone, where 
efforts to mitigate these noise 
impacts were discussed. It is our 
understanding that the FAA indi-
cated a willingness to continue to 
consider ways to mitigate the ex-
cessive noise, including possible 
changes to the routes utilized by 
helicopters transiting between 
New York City and points east 
on Long Island in order to “share 
the burden” amongst all those 
communities affected by the in-
creased noise.

Given the FAA’s previous ef-

forts to work with the communi-
ty, we find it quite disturbing that 
the FAA would take this acceler-
ated action to extend the “North 
Shore” route without any further 
discussion or request for input 
from the impacted communities.

We are respectfully request-
ing an immediate meeting with 
you to discuss this “final action”.

Tony Avella
State senator

Bayside 

Michael Simanowitz
Assemblyman

Flushing
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Regardless of where American women sit on the 
political spectrum, Hillary Clinton’s nomination as 
the first female presidential candidate of a major 
political party is a historic breakthrough.  It only 
took 96 years since women got the right to vote back 
in 1920 for a female to be a heartbeat away from the 
Oval Office.

Some older women voters in Queens and around 
the country believe there is a moral imperative to 
vote for Hillary because of her gender, while many 
younger women voters who have not felt the sting of 
being treated as second-class citizens don’t under-
stand that fervor. They are too young to have been 
told to finish college so they could put their husbands 
through graduate school or to accept that they would 
be paid less than men for the same job.

But as the old Bob Dylan song says, “the times 
they are a changin’” and Queens has been on the cut-
ting edge when it comes to women in politics.

 Geraldine Ferraro, the congresswoman from For-
est Hills Gardens and a prosecutor, crashed through 
part of the glass ceiling when she was nominated in 
1984 as the first female vice presidential candidate 
for a mainstream party. The Mondale-Ferraro Dem-
ocratic ticket was defeated, but Ferraro paved the 
way for other women to climb the political ladder in 
Queens and Hillary to run for the nation’s top office.

 Claire Shulman, a nurse by training, became the 
first female borough president of Queens in 1986 after 
scandal-tarred Donald Manes resigned from the post 
and went on to commit suicide.  Shulman was only 
the second woman to head a borough in the city after 
Constance Baker Motley, a black civil rights lawyer, 
who was elected in 1965 to the Manhattan seat.

 Shulman, who used the borough president’s of-
fice as a powerful bully pulpit for her Queens agen-
da, served until 2001 when she was term limited out 
of office.  Helen Marshall, an educator, followed from 
2002 to 2013 and now Melinda Katz, a lawyer and for-
mer assemblywoman, has been running the borough 
since 2014.

 There are other firsts.
 In 2013, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng became the first 

woman from Queens elected to the House since Ger-
aldine Ferraro.  The first Asian-American member 
of Congress from New York, the Bayside lawyer was 
just elected vice chair of the Democratic National 
Committee.

 Whatever the outcome of this presidential race, 
Hillary has toppled barriers to the White House for 
herself and future generations and she has stood tall 
on the shoulders of the women from Queens who 
have made history in their own right. 

BREAKING BARRIERS

Share the burden of helicopter noise
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

on select purchases of  
Hunter Douglas 

window fashions with  
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S
uddenly green letters 
and numbers have been 
appearing on sidewalks 
in front of houses and 

Cunningham Park on 199th 
Street. They are probably 
at other places, too. People 
scrambled to find out what 
these cryptic green markings 
mean. Elaine Young, first vice 
president of the West Cun-
ningham Park Civic Associa-
tion, searched the DEP website 
and discovered that they are 
for bioswales, which are also 
called Rain Gardens. They are 
supposed to catch and funnel 
rainwater into the ground.

The city wants to cut our 
cement or lawn areas or tree 
pits near the sidewalk and 
leave a depression or hole 
which will catch rainwa-
ter runoff. The DEP website 
claims they will put a species 
of hardy plants in the depres-
sion.  Does that mean there 
will be plants or grass in the 
tree pits and the depression?  
How high will the plants or 
grasses be? The website says 
that the city will take care of 
the plants. 

Well, one must have doubts 
as to what kind of care the city 
will give to these bioswales. 
When the city planted trees 
on malls and side streets as 
part of their One Million Tree 
activity they did not take care 
of the tree pits. Weeds grow a 
foot or so high along Union 
Turnpike near my house so 
every summer I have to call 
Assemblyman David Weprin 

and have his office arrange to 
clear the weeds out of the tree 
pits along Union Turnpike.

Oh, Elaine says that the 
website says it is looking for 
people to be “BioswaleCare” 
volunteers. Is this how the 
city will fulfill its responsi-
bility to keep these areas nice 
looking? Many people have 
gardeners and do not want to 
weed themselves. Will people 
have to ask their gardeners to 
maintain these pits?

Then there is the problem 
of liability. The DEP says it 
will put a fence around the 
pit at the sidewalk. What if 
a child on his or her bicycle 
goes through the fence and 
into the pit? What if a pedes-
trian trips on the fence and 
falls?  Who is responsible? 
How quickly will broken fenc-
es be repaired?    

The city says it will pro-
vide a stone strip (what does 

stone mean?) between the bio-
swale and the gutter so people 
can get into their cars. What 
will happen to any cement 
sidewalk or curbs the home-
owner has already installed?  
How will people be able to put 
a baby or load packages into 
the back seat of a car if there 
is a depression ( we don’t 
know how deep) and a fence 
next to their car? How will 
people with canes or walkers 
be able to get into their cars? 
Loading from the gutter side 
is unsafe. 

It seems to me that this 
problem has been brought on 
by the city itself by not pre-
venting people from paving 
over their side yards, back 
yards and front lawns. I can 
never get a straight answer of 
how much a person can pave 
over around their houses. I 
keep hearing 20 percent in 
front but this seems too little. 

If the problem of water drain-
age is such a big problem 
there should at least be a bro-
chure explaining how much 
lawns and flower beds can be 
cemented over.

My wife just came by yell-
ing that if people have under-
ground sprinklers they will 
have to be cut. Who will pay 
for this? I also just read that 
in the future all parking lots 
must have bioswales. What 
happened to the flower beds 
we have seen in many places? 
As people find more about 
these plans, we should get an-
swers and perhaps changes.   

Just received a message 
from CB 8 saying that the 
DEP told her they are only 
doing a “bioswale feasibility 
study in Fresh Meadows.”  So 
why did they put those green 
markings on the sidewalks? I 
don’t know…?

J
ust a few weeks after the 
terror attacks of 9/11, 
Gilbert Gottfried took to 
the stage of the Friar’s 

Club and explained he had to 
leave early to catch a plane to 
California. 

“I couldn’t get a direct 
flight,” he said. “We have to 
make a stop at the Empire 
State Building.”

The crowd booed and some-
one yelled, “Too soon!” But in 
fact, Gottfried’s timing was 
impeccable. 

He told the joke before the 
invention of Twitter.

Also before outrage be-
came America’s consuming 
passion.

The rollicking new docu-
mentary, “Can We Take a 
Joke?” brings our lust for 
umbrage into sharp focus. 
Audiences, it points out, have 
become hypersensitive — es-

pecially on campus. Chris 
Rock and Jerry Seinfeld have 
both sworn off college gigs, 
because as Rock put it, “You 
can’t even be offensive on your 
way to being inoffensive.” 

And so the film, by docu-
mentarian Ted Balaker with 
support from the free-speech 
advocacy group the Founda-
tion for Individual Rights in 
Education, interviews come-
dians both famous and up-
and-coming about how they’re 
dealing with the onslaught of 
offendedness.

One interviewee, stand-up 
Jim Norton, has worked his 
frustration into his routine. 

“Why is comedy the only 
form of the arts where people 
think they have to agree with 
or approve the content?” he 
asks. “You don’t walk through 
a museum with a towel and 
throw it over paintings you 
don’t like, (saying) ‘I don’t 
want anybody else seeing this 
because I don’t enjoy it.’ ”

Comedy’s job is, as George 
Carlin once said, “to find 
where the line is drawn and 
cross it deliberately.” That’s 
been the comedian’s job ever 
since the first jester joked 
about the king’s much young-

er wife. 
“If we steered clear of ev-

ery topic that could offend 
someone, we couldn’t open our 
mouths,” says Lisa Lampan-
elli, whose entire act is mak-
ing fun of absolutely everyone. 
That might not be your thing. 
But if it’s not, stay home.

Instead, audiences are 
coming in, sitting down, and 
demanding that comics not 
say anything crude or cruel. 
But when my idea of cruel is 
your idea of hilarious, my su-
per-sensitivity automatically 
wins. I get to declare not just 
that the comic isn’t funny, but 
that he is a bad person and 
needs to be punished.

Consider what happened at 
Washington State University, 
where a student named Chris 
Lee wrote a musical designed 
to offend absolutely everyone. 
In fact, he billed it as such. But 
one night, the university itself 
requested 40 tickets. 

Those ticket holders came 
in and started shouting, “I’m 
offended!” They stood up and 
shook their fists. The shouts 
grew into threats. And guess 
what?

Turns out the university 
had paid them to attend and 

disrupt the show. When Chris 
asked the cops for protection, 
they wouldn’t promise it. 
He had become someone not 
worth saving because he was 
politically incorrect. 

Then there’s Justine Sac-
co. The young publicist was 
on her way to South Africa. 
As she boarded the plane she 
tweeted, “Going to Africa. 
Hope I don’t get AIDS. Just 
kidding. I’m white.” She was 
making a lame joke about the 
way whites see Africa, the con-
tinent where her parents had 
worked as anti-racism activ-
ists. 

But one of her handful of 
Twitter followers assumed 
this was actually a racist re-
mark and retweeted it. It got 
picked up by more and more 
people and by the time Sacco 
got off her 12-hour flight, she 
found herself the No. 1 trend-
ing item worldwide on Twit-
ter, with people calling for her 
to be raped or killed. 

Because of a bad joke.
Jon Ronson wrote about her 

story in his book, “So You’ve 
Been Publicly Shamed.” As he 
notes in the film: The mob that 
took her down wasn’t actu-
ally making the world a better 

place. It was just getting off on 
outrage.

The same thing happened 
to Gottfried when he joked 
after the 2011 tsunami, “I was 
talking to my Japanese real 
estate agent. I said, ‘Is there a 
school in this area?’ She said, 
‘Not now. But just wait.’ ” He 
lost his job as the Aflac duck, 
and became officially a ter-
rible person — more so than 
after 9/11, when we were still 
able to be shocked but move 
on. 

Now, maybe that wasn’t a 
tasteful joke. But comedy does 
not have to be tasteful. It has to 
be allowed. It is free speech. It 
is the way a society copes with 
its fears and stands up to tyr-
anny. I’m guessing Vladimir 
Putin doesn’t tolerate a lot of 
anti-Putin punch lines.

“Do you really want to live 
in a world where everyone has 
to think twice before they tell 
any kind of a joke?” asks Greg 
Lukianoff, the president of 
FIRE.

America, lighten up — or 
be prepared for dark times. 

“Can We Take a Joke?” is 
available through iTunes and 
on demand through most cable 
and satellite providers.

COLUMNS

America needs to keep its sense of humor

A failure to communicate about going green

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene
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F
or those “Never 
Trumpers” still around, 
here is an even more 
dystopian vision than a 

two-term Donald presidency: a 
Trump political dynasty that 
dominates the 21st century.

The big story of the recent 
Republican convention in 
Cleveland (aside from “Mela-
niagate”) is the next genera-
tion of Trump children and 
how impressive they all ap-
peared.

There’s nothing that hu-
manizes someone more than 
well-raised children, proof 
that you are good at the most 
important role in life: parent.

On night two, we saw two of 
Donald’s five progeny: Junior 

and Tiffany (which sounds 
like a new reality series).

Donald Jr. certainly got 
the confidence gene from his 
dad and with his poise and 
booming voice he transfixed 
the GOP audience and helped 
paint a positive picture of 
growing up Trump: going 
with dad to construction sites, 
pouring concrete, hanging out 
with the lunch-bucket crowd — 
stiffing contractors (Whoops! I 
couldn’t help myself there).

Daughter Tiffany, who’s 
being called the overlooked 
Jan Brady of the clan, offered 
more telling anecdotes about 
Pa Trump—the encouraging 
notes on report cards starting 
in kindergarten not for her 
grades but for her winning 
attitude. That was a beautiful 
personal flourish. Keep her 
speech writer and ditch Mela-
nia’s.

Then we heard from Eric, 
the youngest child from the 
Ivana bloodline, a kinder, gen-
tler Trump male. His speech 

further embellished the 2016 
version of “Father Knows 
Best.”

The final night of the con-
vention, we heard from Don-
ald’s secret weapon: Ivanka, 
his beautiful, polished and 
ever-adoring older daughter. 
She’s the apple of Daddy’s eye 
and the best surrogate he has 
in his uphill battle of winning 
over independent or Demo-
cratic women voters.

Besides the Trumps, prob-
ably the happiest man at the 
convention was New York 
State GOP Chairman Ed 
Cox—he now has a farm team 
of young Republican talent to 
work with. 

Donald Jr.? He can take on 
a wounded DeBlasio for mayor 
in 2017. Ivanka? How about she 
vanquishes Kirsten Gillibrand 
in the next Senate election. 
Eric? He can challenge Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo in 2018.

Okay, so maybe this is just 
a far-fetched fantasy danc-
ing around in Cox’s imagina-
tion, but after years without a 
statewide Republican in office 
a state chairman can dream, 
can’t he?

We know, of course, what 
happens with American politi-
cal dynasties. For the Kenne-
dys, it only led to tragedy. For 
the Bushes, well, it led to low-
competence George Jr. and 

then low-energy Jeb.
But for the Trumps, a fam-

ily that just had a very-high-
profile four-day coming out 
party, the future appears gold 
paved, at least for now.

But if during the next four 
months the patriarch contin-
ues to alienate Latinos, Mus-
lims, women, disabled people, 
establishment Republicans 
and who knows who else, then 
this could be a very short-lived 
political dynasty.

Once the memories of the 
upcoming scorched-earth 
campaign fade in a decade or 
so, there may still be one great 
Trump hope: 10-year-old Bar-
ron, the youngest member of 
the clan.

Bet he’ll write his own 
speeches.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Is a Trump political dynasty in the cards?
There’s nothing that humanizes 

someone more than well-raised children, 
proof that you are good at the most 

important role in life: parent.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

A three-alarm fire burned 
through a beloved Whitestone 
food market, destroying M&M 
dry cleaners and Laundromat 
along with it and injuring four 
firefighters, FDNY officials 
said. 

The fire started on the 
ground floor of Strawberry 
Farms at 24-11 150th St. at 
around 9 p.m. Tuesday and 
firefighters arrived at the 
scene five minutes later, FDNY 
said. The cause of the fire was 
still under investigation by 
fire marshals.

The market  has been in 
the neighborhood for over 30 
years, according to residents, 
who pointed out that it was 
within walking distance for 
many customers.

 The blaze was so intense 
that it was escalated to three 
alarms at around 1 a.m.,  four 
hours after it had begun. Fire-
fighters did not declare the 
fire under control until 2 am., 
the Fire Department said.

Four firefighters were 
taken to an area hospital with 
minor injuries, according to 

FDNY. 
 “I’ve never seen so many 

fire trucks in my life,” said 
Whitestone resident Lisa 
Genna, who left her house at 
around 10 p.m. when she heard 
the fire trucks.

 “The firefighters were 
very in control of the fire, traf-
fic stopped and no one was 
allowed to get too close. Ev-
erything was shut down,” she 
said.

By morning, the roof of the 
market and adjoining laun-
dry were completely caved in, 
creating  a block-long scene of 
devastation. A broken water 
main inside the Laundromat 
continued to leak water into 
the street and owners of the 
Strawberry Farms removed 
rubbish from what was left of 
the food market.

“It started in the supermar-
ket and then it worked its way 
into the Laundromat,” said 
Lucy Garcia, who lives across 
the street from Strawberry 
Farms. “Then when the fire 
trucks came, firefighters were 
on the roof and while they 
were trying to take out the 
fire, they fell into the roof. One 

of them got pinned, so they had 
to take him out. I saw the roof 
cave in.”

Garcia, a lifelong Whites-
tone resident, said the market 
had been thriving part of the 
neighborhood for as long as 

anyone can remember.
“They’ve been here for a 

very long time and it was do-
ing very well for its location,” 
she said. “It was improved, 
they put in new flooring re-
cently, they started to sell 

meats. Before it was just fruits 
vegetables, but they started 
incorporating more stuff. It 
became bigger inside.”

Tom Hotzoglou, a contrac-
tor, was helping a neighbor 
board up her windows the 
morning after the fire. Fire-
fighters had knocked out her 
windows on the second floor 
to throw water on the fire.

“I got here at 10 p.m. and 
the flames were already above 
that tree,” he said, pointing  to 
a three-story-high willow.

“They fought like hell for 
hours. They couldn’t go in the 
building, so they had to wait 
for the roof to collapse to get 
water on the fire inside. They 
broke the windows inside the 
house to get access to the fire 
and they kept dousing the 
sides of the houses to keep the 
fire from jumping.”

This is the second major 
fire in the area to destroy mul-
tiple businesses. On July 21 a 
five- alarm fire displaced eight 
families and destroyed three 
businesses in College Point. 
The cause of the fire was deter-
mined to have been discarded 
cigarettes and matches.  

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Firefighters investigate the cause of a devastating three-alarm fire 
that gutted a local market,  Strawberry Farm, and two other stores in 
Whitestone.  Photo by Michael Shain

Whitestone fire destroys beloved food market
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Affordable health insurance 
for children under 19.

See top-quality providers, close to home.

Checkups, dental care, hospital care, 
and more!

��Fidelis Care is a top-rated plan in the 
2015 New York State Consumer’s Guide 
to Medicaid and Child Health Plus.��

Child Health Plus
with Fidelis Care �����

1-888-FIDELIS • �������	
���

(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, 
including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through 
���������	
����������������������������������������� 
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

��������	
�

How much does Child Health Plus cost?
Coverage may be free or as little as 
$9 each month, based on household 
income. For families at full premium 
��������������������	������	!��	
����
lowest rates available.

How do I enroll my child?
Through NY State of Health 
at nystateofhealth.ny.gov. 
Apply by the 15th of the month 
to have coverage for your child 
on the 1st of the following month.

Fidelis Care is in your community!
"�����#���������%	�&'#����	�����	�
������
	������	!!(���)�	����
nearest to you.
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FLIP

BY MARK HALLUM

The 111th Police Precinct hosted the 
National Night Out Against Crime at 
Douglaston Mall in the Fairway park-
ing lot Tuesday with Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), state Assembly-
man Edward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
and commanding officer Captain Wil-
liam McBride. The event took place 
throughout the city for communities 
to interact with the officers who serve 
them and allowed non-profits and city 
agencies to set up information tables 
for attendees.

Neighborhood residents were treat-
ed to free hot dogs and hamburgers 
donated by local business, and a DJ 
who hosted fun activities for the kids. 
Community Board 11 had a table and 
was handing out informational mate-
rial, as well as a representative from 
the Bayside Village Business Improve-
ment District who was promoting 

storefronts on Bell Boulevard. The 
Little Neck-Douglaston Community 
Ambulance Corps. was giving demon-
strations about how they respond to 
situations.

McBride was given a proclamation 
from a representative from the Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s office for his service in 
the NYPD.

“People who study this understand 
that the neighborhoods in the 111th 
Precinct are considered some of the 
safest neighborhoods in New York 
City,” Braunstein said. “The members 
of the NYPD have interactions with 
community members every single day. 
And when we read the media and the 
press, it seems like there is only a fo-
cus on those rare interactions that 
don’t always have the best conclusion. 
We need to do more highlighting of the 
great interactions and the sacrifice 
that the NYPD makes on those other 
tens of thousands of interactions.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The field at Cambria Playground in 
Cambria Heights Tuesday evening was 
filled with kids, parents, community 
members and cops for the National 
Night Out event sponsored by the 105th 
Precinct. Officers were drenched in 
the dunk tank while others fired up 
the grills to offer hamburgers and hot 
dogs to attendees.

Officers and community members 
alike said the evening reinforced 
bonds between the police and commu-
nity in contrast to national tensions, 
although people noted that the 105th 
had a strong relationship with the sur-
rounding community.

“It’s wonderful to see the police offi-
cers and community together. For one 
night, we are neighbors as opposed to 
strangers,” Bass DeBetham, a board 
member of the Federated Blocks of Lau-
relton, said,  stressing that building 
trust between the two groups was par-
amount. “We don’t want them to fear 
us, and we don’t want to be feared.”

DeBetham said she was concerned 
about the effect that news of police 
misconduct and harassment has on 
children, a worry that was echoed by 
Yolette Rousseau, a teacher and Cam-
bria Heights resident. She said there 
were undoubtedly incidents and is-
sues between police and community 
throughout the city and country, but 
she worried about how constant cov-
erage of those incidents was creating 
anxiety in her students.

“They’re bombarded by the harsh 
news of our time and don’t have enough 

of this to balance the picture,” she said, 
gesturing to the early evening scene of 
kids at play. “I don’t think the media 
understands the damage that it does.”

In addition to parents, children 
and officers, a number of elected of-
ficials made appearances, including 
Council Members I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) and Donovan Richards 
(D-Arverne), state Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D-Springfield Gar-
dens) and state Sen. James Sanders (D-
Rochdale Village). 

Additionally, candidates in up-
coming primary elections made the 
rounds, including Community Board 
12 chair Adrienne Adams, who is run-
ning against Sanders in the Sept. 13 
Democratic primary, and candidates 
to fill the seat left vacant by the death 
of Assemblywoman Barbara Clark, in-
cluding Roy Paul, Nantasha Williams 
and Clyde Vanel.

Inspector Jeffrey Schiff, who com-
mands the 105th, said he had been told 
that turnout exceeded the prior year’s 
and pointed out that the communica-
tion between community and cops dur-
ing events like these could pay divi-
dends throughout the year, as people 
alert officers to crime in order to pre-
vent it. He also said while the 105th had 
a strong relationship with the commu-
nity, anything that could help to bridge 
a fragile gap between officers and resi-
dents was welcome.

“This kind of thing heals and it 
brings dialogue,” he said. “There’s 
nothing bad about something like 
this.”

At National Night Out, 
policing is family affair

111th Precinct hosts party

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Queens salutes native American culture

The annual mid-summer Native American Pow Wow at the Queens County Farm Museum, now in its 38th year, 
kicks off with a parade of flags, all carried by military veterans.

Tribes from as far away as Colorado attended the Queens PowWow.

This little one walks in the opening procession. 

Waiting for the next group of dancers to be called to the center arena.  

Dancers in native American culture are more likely to 
be men.  

This scary looking thing is a ritual cowl made from 
fox skin and worn by tribal elders.  

Photos by Michael Shain
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Community members and 
elected officials celebrated 
the unveiling of a row of seven 
new storefront facades along 
Sutphin Boulevard in Jamai-
ca between Hillside and 88th 
avenues. The plan is the first 
step toward renovating more 
facades along Sutphin Boule-
vard.

The Sutphin Boulevard 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict received $95,000 in a 
Neighborhood Challenge 
Grant from the New York City 
Small Business Services to 
upgrade the facades. Council 
members I. Daneek Miller (D-
Jamaica) and Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) were on hand to 
celebrate the unveiling of the 
new construction during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
July 27.

“Our area is lucky to have 
unique stores filled with hard-
working business owners, and 
I look forward to continuing to 
work with our local leaders to 
see how to best serve our small 
businesses,” Lancman said 
about the event.  

In addition to the upgrad-
ing of the facades, the BID 
worked with interested store 
owners on improving aw-
nings, security gates, signs, 
lighting and windows of the 
stores. The Neighborhood 
Challenge Grant for the SBS 
helped the Sutphin BID pro-
cure a $300,000 New York State 
grant to use for renovations 
of mixed-use buildings in 
downtown Jamaica. The SBS 
also granted the Sutphin BID 
an additional $30,000 for use 
in revitalizing the boulevard 
through the 2016 Avenue NYC 
program.

“These improvements to 
the storefronts along Sutphin 
Boulevard will help support 
the entrepreneurs who have 
invested in the community, 
while also attracting other 
businesses to one of the busi-
est corridors in the city,” 
Miller said during the ribbon-
cutting. “These upgrades will 
also give residents quality 
stores to enhance our quality 
of life.”

The Sutphin Boulevard 
BID, which was founded in 
2004, has also been awarded a 
New York Main Street Grant 
to fund additional renovations 
of facades along the Sutphin 
corridor in the coming year. 
The BID represents 134 differ-
ent businesses, 56 properties 
and 39 property owners and 
services the area of Sutphin 
Boulevard from the north side 
of Hillside Avenue to the south 
side of 94th Avenue.

The BID plans to use the 
Main Street Grant on store-
front facades either on the 
same block or across the street 
from the new facades and is 
currently reaching out to in-
terested property owners. 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An Ozone Park woman 
has been convicted of abus-
ing and starving her step-
daughter for a period of two 
years, the Queens district at-
torney said.

Sheetal Ranot, 35, was 
found guilty of first-degree 
assault and endangering the 
welfare of a child after a day 
of deliberations by a jury, 
according to DA Richard 
Brown.  Rajesh Ranot, the 
child’s biological father, has 
been charged with second 
and third-degree assault and 
will be tried at a later date, he 
said. The stepdaughter was 
abused when she was 10 to 12 
years old.

 Brown said Sheetal Ra-
not abused her stepdaughter, 
locking her inside her bed-
room for long periods of time 
and often refusing to feed her 
between the period of Dec. 1, 
2012 and May 6, 2014. Ranot 
hit her stepdaughter repeat-
edly on her body and face and 

would strike and kick her in 
the face while wearing foot-
wear, the DA said.

“A jury weighed the evi-
dence, which included the 
once undernourished vic-
tim’s testimony in court, and 
found the defendant guilty 
of abusing the girl for more 
than a year and a half. The 
pre-teen was locked in her 
bedroom by her stepmother 
without food or even water 
for extended periods of time,” 
Brown said. “The victim was 
struck with a metal broom 
handle and a wooden rolling 
pin until she was bloody and 
still carries these scars and 
others on her body to this 
day. No child deserves to be 
treated in this manner.”

When Sheetal Ranot 
struck the child in the face 
with a wooden rolling pin on 
April 16, 2014, her injuries 
from the incident required 
treatment at a hospital, ac-
cording to trial testimony. 
During that visit, doctors not-

Elected officials and community 
members celebrate a ribbon cut-
ting for new storefront facades 
on Sutphin Boulevard.  

Courtesy of Rory Lancman's office

Stepmother convicted 
of beating child: DA

Sutphin BID touts new facades

“In 1990 my mother was dying in the final stages of lung cancer, and suffering 
from excruciating pain. We were strongly advised to bring her to the only place that 
could relieve her physical pain, and our emotional suffering: a Catholic Hospital 
called Calvary. With expert pain management and unique comfort and care, the 
staff of Calvary was extraordinary. In addition to their remarkable kindness, they 
were extremely sensitive to our Jewish needs, providing a rabbi and pastoral 
care for my mother and our family. Now years later, I learned how they currently 
provide a dedicated Shabbos lounge for shomer Shabbat families. And have even 
embarked on restoring a sacred Torah rescued from the Holocaust! I know that 
during her short stay at Calvary, my mother would have been happy to know 
about and connect with this Torah. We are blessed that Calvary was in our lives 
then and continues to be there for others of the Jewish faith. Thank you, Calvary.”

– Sandy Wasserman

“For my dying mother, a Catholic hospital called Calvary
was the place where L’Chayim continued.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org 
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) 

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in NYC • Brooklyn Satellite at NYU Lutheran
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Continued on Page 43
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Forest Hills loves World Team Tennis

Between points in the men's double match, New York Empire teammates 
Guido Pella (l) and Neal Skupski talk strategy.

The umpire at the Washington Kastles vs. the New York Empire match has an easy time making calls on the 
new tennis surface installed earlier this summer in the stadium that used to host the US Open. 

Photos by Michael Shain

One of the younger fans at the opening game of New York's 
month-long team tennis season.

Rain held down the crowd for the first game of the New 
York Empire, the city's only professional tennis team, at 
Forest Hills stadium, where the team has moved this year. 

Christina McHale, the young star of the Empire team,  returns 
service with her double-handed backhand in the  women's 
doubles match. 

Billie Jean King, who help found professional team tennis in the 1970s, sits courtside in 
Forest Hills, the new home of the New York Empire, which opened its season last Sunday.

Former Mayor David Dinkins, who was instrumental in keeping the US Open in New York, 
watches from a courtside table in the VIP section.
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for ev-
eryone.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit 
by a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or 

your presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cy-
cling. You want all of your 
senses to be available to 
avoid accidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

could injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped be-
fore crossing the road or 

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to 
catch a bus or stepping out 
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/05/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995
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Before there can be a 
Hong Kong Dragon Boat 
Festival, the sleeping beasts 
must be awakened. 

On the front of each of the 
long canoe-like boats that 
take part in the festival, an 
elaborate dragon head is at-
tached. Those heads are put 
into storage at the end of 
each year’s event, and bring-
ing them back out is the oc-
casion for its own celebra-
tion of tradition. 

To awaken the dragons, a 
Buddhist monk performs a 
ceremonial blessing that ends 
with his applying a splotch of 
red paint in the center of the 
dragon head’s eye. 

On July 14, the Bethesda 
Fountain in Central Park was 
the site of the unveiling of the 
Dragon Boats for this year’s 
festival. which celebrates the 
Year of the Monkey. 

During that ceremony, 
monks and Shaolin martial 
artists blessed each of the 
vessels that will take to the 

water of Meadow Lake in 
this weekend’s festivities. 

Festival organizers lit 
incense and used flowers 
dipped in water to sprinkle 
on the boats as an introduc-
tion ceremony. Buddhist 
monk Ming Yu says that 
the boats are presents and 
that they must represent 
strength and peace. 

On July 28, a ceremonial 
dragon and tail, as well as 
a dancer and several mem-
bers of a dragon boat team, 
were present at the New 
York Stock Exchange, pre-
siding over the ringing of 
the closing bell and bring-
ing more attention to the 
festival.

With a record number of 
teams set to participate in this 
year’s festval, anticipation is 
running high for a spectacu-
lar event in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park. A special 
26th Anniversary Invitational 
will feature teams fielded by 

How to wake up 
the dragon within

The story of how the 
Dragon Boat came into 
being is one that honors 
the struggles of a brave 
man whose fight against 
tyranny ended in death. 

Qu Yuan was a court 
minister for the King of 
Chu during the third cen-
tury B.C. A confidante of 
the king, Yuan was able 
to lobby for reforms in 
his home state. But the 
story goes, as time went 
on the king grew tired of 
Yuan’s politics and had 
the minister banished.

While Yuan was in 
exile, he wandered the 
countryside writing po-
etry that expressed his 
concerns about his home-
land and its people. In 278 
B.C., after receiving word 
that his beloved Chu had 
been invaded, Yuan flung 
himself into the Ni Lo 
River and drowned. 

Local fishermen, who 
saw Yuan’s suicidal jump, 
raced in their boats to the 
spot where Yuan went un-
der, but were too late to 
save him. To stop the fish 

from eating Yuan’s body, 
the fishermen tossed rice 
dumplings into the water 
as an offering to his he-
roic spirit.

Today, rice dumplings 
are still part of the menu 
at the Dragon Boat Festi-
val, which begins on the 
fifth day of the fifth lu-
nar month each year. 

In the days before the 
races, Buddhist monks 

bless each of the boats 
as they are brought out 
of storage and have their 
heads and tails reat-
tached. Finally, the boats 
are brought to life by 
having their eyes dotted 
with red paint. 

In Hong Kong, the 
fishermen from the out-
lying islands of Lantau, 
Lamma and Cheung 
Chau continue the Drag-

on Boat rituals. After the 
final race, spectators and 
boaters spend the day 
watching street theater, 
Chinese dance perfor-
mances and martial arts 
demonstrations. 

Here in Queens, the 
legend of Yuan is celebrat-
ed with the Aug. 6 - 7 event 
of food, entertainment and 
boat racing in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

The legend that inspires the boats

Officials paint the eye of the dragon during the opening ceremonies.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Lion dancers from the NY United Lion and Dragon Troupe 
perform a jong dance, telling the story of a lion climbing the 
mountain to reach a tree. The display was one of several at 
the 20h-annual Hong King Dragon Boat Festival.

You can’t have a dragon boat race without a parade to raise the dragons. Continued on Page 39
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Hong Kong Dragon
Boat Festival
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BY SHANNA FULD

There’s a wide variety 
of entertainment on tap 
for the 2016 Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat races. Ev-
erything from music to 
stories to arts and crafts 
is on the lineup. 

One of the headliners, 
45 Riots, is a contempo-
rary music group whose 
seasoned musicians play 
in a style that mixes 
many musical idioms 
and is sure to get crowds 
on their feet. 

Adam Mason, bass 
player, music director, 
founder and owner of 45 
Riots, says the band will 
fit right into the week-
end’s mixed cultural 
scene. 

“I think we just have 
a lot of diversity in our 
style and repertoire and 
personality of musicians. 
There’s a great appeal to 
all generations and ages 
and stylistically we cover 
Classic Top 40 to house 
and pop, to vintage soul 
and funk, R&B, classic 
rock, reggae, jazz alter-
native and besides that 

we have our own unique 
blend,” Mason said. 

Mason said the band 
usually feels out the 
crowd and decides what 
to play based on what 
they think the audience 
will like. 

“I like to look at the 
demographic and be able 
to call songs in real time 
that will translate in a 
real way to the crowd,” 
Mason said. 

Mason also mentioned 
that many of the artists 
call New York City home, 

with some from Queens, 
so they are happy to be 
playing within their own 
community. He said that 
they plan on perform-
ing a high-energy set to 
match the day’s beat. 45 
Riots will play Sunday 
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m. 

The art and skill of 
storytelling is as old as 
the Xia dynasty, alleged-
ly the first dynastic clan 
to rule China. Bringing 
the power of storytell-
ing to audiences is some-

thing Jonathan Kruk has 
made his career out of. 

“The Chinese have a 
great tradition of their 
dragon masters, who 
shift their shapes to turn 
into dragons and some-
times they become boats 
to go to distant lands and 
help protect emperors 
and punish the evil. They 
are overall very power-
ful, mysterious and beau-
tiful,” Kruk said. 

Kruk will be perform-
ing his original story 
called the “Rainbow Drag-

on,” which takes place in 
a big city and concerns 
a special relationship 
between a dragon and a 
child. Kruk plans to have 
the children take part 
in skits, impersonating 
dragons. He has all the 
props and voices to make 
the stories come alive. 

All ages are welcome 
for story time, but Kruk 
says that while the sto-
ries will be entertaining 
for the 3- and 4-year-
olds, their imaginative 
and thought-provoking 

will make them espe-
cially rewarding for big-
ger kids.

Kruk is excited to be 
telling his stories at the 
Dragon Boat Festival. 
He’s also looking forward 
to tasting the many foods 
that will be available. 
Kruk is appearing in the 
arts and crafts tent from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. both Sat-
urday and Sunday. 

The Chinese Music 
Ensemble will open up 
Saturday’s festivities 
from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 
a.m. and immediately 
after there will be an ex-
hibition of dance teams 
and percussionists. The 
headliner Saturday is 
the unique funk rock 
“Simon Yu’s Band: r.O.T.I 
or Resilience of the Intel-
ligent” from 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m. They are photo-
graphed holding roti, an 
Indian flat bread.

In addition, Rob Lok 
will be doing a very 
hands-on comedy routine 
from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
on Sunday. Throughout 
the two days, there won’t 
be a dull moment. 

Taking the Dragon Boat stage
A member of Shaolin Temple Overseas kung fu school takes the stage.  Photo by Christina Santucci

The band 45 Riots is set to play the festival. Swords play a big role in Chinese dance.
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IT’S NOT  
TOO LATE  
TO APPLY  
FOR FALL!
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Plaza
Brunch
11:30am - 2:30pm 

Join Us Every Sunday at the: FREE 
PARKING

“Menu subject to change 
without notice.”

Adults: $29
Senior Citizens: $26
Children 6-10 years: $12
Children 5 years 
& under are free
(tax & gratuity not included)

SWEET & SAVORY BEGINNINGS
An Array of Assorted Pastries, Danishes, Muffi ns, Bagels, 
and Croissants. Fresh, made to order Eggs and Omelets, 

any style. Smoked Salmon, and traditional accompaniments, 
Bacon, Sausage, and Home Style Potatoes. 

Belgium Waffl es with Whipped Cream, Strawberries & 
Syrup Cheese Blintzes and Sliced Fresh Fruit.

ROTATIONAL 
CARVING STATION

Rotational offerings 
of the following will be served:

Roasted Turkey, Honey Ham, 
Roast Pork, Roast Sirloin, 

Steamship of Beef, 
or Prime Rib of Beef 

with Horseradish Cream
Sauce Petit Rolls

DESSERTS
Assorted Layer Cakes, 

Cookies Brownies, Pastries
Fresh Fruit Pies, 

and Whipped Cream

ASSORTED 
SALADS

BEVERAGES
Complimetary Mimosa 
or Glass of Champagne
Assorted Fruit Juices

Regular and Decaf Coffee 
and Hot Tea

The Pavillion Grille Menu

ROTATIONAL MEDLEYS
Rotational offerings of the following will be served:

Braised Short Ribs, Country Fried Chicken, 
                                       Roasted  Eggplant Lasagna. 
                                               Served with Mashed  Potatoes 
                                                 and Grilled Vegetables of the Day.

 LaGuardia Plaza Hotel
104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst | 718.457.6300 Ext. 1193
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Leading Young Men into Manhood – Now and Always
For over 60 years, 
Holy Cross High School 

has been committed to educating 
the minds and hearts of young 

men. It has been quite the 
journey for us to grow and 
learn with our students and 
we are proud to continue 

moving forward  in a 
fun, engaging, 

and positive 
direction!

Holy 
Cross 
High School 
has enhanced core 
teaching and learning 
programs, technology, 
and added even more 
extracurricular clubs and 
organizations to our already 
robust activity list. Additionally, 
we boast our two successful 
parent groups, the Fathers’  
Club and Women’s Guild,  
which facilitate parental 
involvement, school donations, 
and an array of popular events 
throughout the school year.
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Holy Cross 
is home 

of student champion, 
Nicholas Simone, 

who won this year’s 
Chemical Education 

Committee’s 21st Annual 
Research Poster Session 

Award for New York, as well as 
home to a great deal of college 
and professional athletes, top 

business executives, 
and researchers.

During this Year of Mercy, 
we plan to do more 

than ever for 
our community 

and hope you and 
your family will 

join our winning team!

Would your son like to become a 
Holy Cross Knight for a day? We can make that happen!

Please call our Admissions Office
at 718-886-7250, extension 558, for more information.

To view all of the wonderful Holy Cross Happenings, 
visit us on the web at: www.HolyCrossHS.org.

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, New York, 11358

Holy Cross 
High School – 
we’re all-boys, 

mission-driven, 
at all times!
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J O I N  U S  F O R  B R E K FA S T,  L U N C H  O R  D I N N E R

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.)

NEVADADINERNY.COM

CHEF’S DAILY  
LUNCH MENU

 

 
 

MOUTH WATERING 
COMPLETE DINNER 

SPECIALS
 
 

SERVED 12NOON-10PM 7 DAYS A WEEKMONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-4PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM-10PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-11AM

GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST SPECIALS
1 1/4 lb. Maine Lobster

Corn on the cob, baked potato, choice of soup or 
salad (Manhattan or New England Clam Chowder)

Our Maine Lobster Fest Continues...

$22.95 $21.95

BY SHANNA FULD

For Hong Kong Drag-
on Boat Festival pro-
gramming director Bar-
bara Nelson, getting food 
into mouths is the goal—
not getting it all over 
the grounds of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 
When it comes to the cu-
linary options available 
to festival goers, she said, 
the important thing is 
that “the foods are good 
and they’re easy to get 
and take with you and 
enjoy because there’s no 
seating area out there.”

Those options include 
a wide variety of Asian 
and barbecued foods. At 
the Carlos Segarra BBQ 
stand, there will be such 
typical summer fare as 
corn on the cob, shish ka-
bobs and grilled meats, 
along with a variety of 
juices to accompany 

them. And for those who 
tastes don’t run toward 
red meat, Chifle will 
be serving up chicken 
grilled over coals, as well 
as potato wedges and 
other finger foods. 

But for a festival that 

is centered around the 
water, you have to expect 
some seafood alongside 
the meat and chicken. 
Nelson boasted of the 
shrimp, crawfish, crab 
dip and something called 
“great balls of fire,” a 

new jalapeño treat Joe’s 
Crab Shack will be serv-
ing. 

And in a nod to the fes-
tival’s cultural heritage, 
Chinese cuisine is being 
prominently featured. 

What’s on many menus 
at Dragon Boat Festival

Hundreds of people headed to Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for the 19th-annual Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival.  

Christina Santucci

Yamil Sanchez mans the station from Taco Mix. Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 36
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IN FREE PLAY!IN FREE PLAY!

 
GET UP TO

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 •  rwnewyork.com 
 

 PL AY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.

SIGN-UP TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MEMBERSHIP. 
Visit our Genting Rewards Player’s Club for details.

PLUS
All members can 

earn a copper 

cookware set in 

August!

SATURDAY, AUG. 6
10:15 am - 11:15 am  — 
Chinese Music Ensemble of 
New York
Founded in 1961, this ensemble 
is the oldest and only full 
Chinese orchestra in the United 
States and the Americas. 
Its present membership of 
nearly 50 musicians plays 
practically every type of 
Chinese music on Chinese 
instruments, both ancient and 
modern. In this performance 
a smaller ensemble plays a 
selection of their repertoire. 
sites.google.com/site/
chinesemusicensemble
ofnewyork1/
11:30 am - 12:30 pm — 
Opening Ceremonies
Lions and Dragon Dancing 
Teams with percussionists 
welcome all and, together with 
invited dignitaries, offi cially 
kick off the 23rd annual Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival in 
New York.
1 pm - 2 pm — Simon Yu’s 
Band: r.O.T.I. (Resilience of 
the Intelligent)

Incorporating musical 
elements from Yu’s native 
Hong Kong, along with 
jazz and metal infl uences, 
r.O.T.I. has an exciting sound 
that is rarely heard within 
the jazz/rock idiom. www.
SimonYuProduction.com
2 pm - 3 pm — New York 
Chinese Cultural Center, 
Dance China NY
With internationally renowned 
artists, this company 
performs traditional and 
folk dances, transporting 
audiences to a world of 
colorful myths, historical 
drama and timeless beauty. 
www.nychineseculturalcenter.
org
3 pm - 4 pm — Shaolin 
Masters
Warrior monks from New 
York Shaolin Temple perform 
martial arts in the tradition 
of the Shaolin Temple, 
founded in 495 A.D. www.
newyorkshaolintemple.com
11 am - 4 pm — Storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk
At the Arts and Crafts Tent, 
storyteller Jonathan Kruk 
will be entertaining children 

throughout the day with 
“Dragon Tales.”

SUNDAY, AUG. 7
10: 15 am - 10:30 am — 
Chinese Traditional Ribbon 
Group Dance
“Dance SensAsian,” performed 
by Tiffany Chan, Brittany Chan 
and Alyssa Luk will be followed 
by a short American jazz 
dance solo by Derek Lee. 
10:30 am - 11:30 am — 
Mariachi Agulia y Plata
This popular Mariachi band, 
playing and singing traditional 
music, will have all dancing 
around the stage. 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm — 
CASYM Steel Orchestra
Comprised of musicians 
between the ages of 7 and 
21, this group will bring the 
sounds of the islands with 
the playing of steel drums.
12:30 pm - 1: 30 pm — 45 
RIOTS
This collection of energetic, 
positive-minded New York 

Dragon boats wait to be raced. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 39

SCHEDULE 
OF EVENTS
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

We Treat You Like Family

Sponsored as a Community Service by

Summer Movies

Movies start at 8:00 pm
Maspeth Federal Savings Parking Lot

69th St. & Grand Ave., Maspeth 
Bring Your Own Chair or Blanket

Weather Permitting

FREEADMISSION
FREE

ADMI
SSION

Wednesday
August 24th

Wednesday
August 17th

Wednesday
August 31st
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

In China, the Dragon 
Boat Festival is a re-
enactment of villagers 
trying to rescue a be-
loved poet. In Queens, 
it’s more of a competition 
that helps friends, fami-
lies, and coworkers get to 
know each other better. 

One team that’s been 
part of the festivities from 
its inception in the Hud-
son River to its current 
home at Meadow Lake in 
Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park is Verizon Apex, 
a group from the telecom-
munications company 
that sponsors and takes 
part in the race. 

“I do this because 
I like making others 
aware of the history of 
the Dragon Boat while 
getting the opportunity 
to be a part of commu-
nity building,” says Cap-
tain Nick Cadavillo.

Despite the many dif-
ferent positions that Ver-
izon Apex’s Dragon Boat 
team members might 
have at the corporation, 
they all find a way to put 
their egos to the side and 

work in harmony. 
“It’s hard to work in 

sync with 12 people, but 
it helps us to move for-
ward,” says Loan Tran, 
who works in market-
ing for Verizon. “In the 
boat, there are no levels 
of who is associate or 
who is a manager. There 

is a complete breakdown 
of that and in the mo-
ment we are one. It’s not 
about yourself, it’s about 
us sharing a vision and 
working together,” says 
the Flushing native. 

While they were prac-
ticing on a recent Sunday, 
they felt a sense of per-

sonal and professional 
growth among the team.

“We started doing 
this as a way to network 
with people we don’t reg-
ular see at work because 
of the varying branches. 
We’ve become a fam-
ily inside and outside 
of Dragon Boat. We are 

there for one another and 
have that unification,” 
says Cadavillo, a 26-year 
engineer at the company 
from Westbury. 

Although the race is 
the main attraction, the 
festival is made up of 
much more than that. 

“The race is very ex-

citing, but we also have 
many cultural perfor-
mances, a craft tent, food 
carts, as well as songs 
and dance that are both 
Chinese and Western,” 
says Henry Wan, chair-
man of the Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival.  
“It’s fun, colorful and for 
the whole family.” 

The festival’s prima-
ry initiative is to share 
the culture of Hong Kong 
and the Asian-American 
community, but it will 
also be emblematic of the 
diversity of the towns 
that surround the park. 

“We also try to reach 
out and make this a mul-
ticultural event. We like 
to have all people from 
all walks of life come to 
the festival,” says Wan. 

Along with the corpo-
rate sponsors, there will 
be representatives from 
local and city govern-
ment, as well as mem-
bers of both the Girl and 
Boy Scouts. Carnegie 
Hall will be celebrating 
its 150th anniversary at 
Dragon Boat. 

Prizes for the win-
ning racers include a trip 
to Hong Kong. Money 
raised by the non-profit 
will go to designated 
charities. 

In the end, the Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festi-
val is “not about oneself, 
it’s about us sharing a vi-
sion and working togeth-
er,” says Tran. That is 
something that any com-
munity can get behind. 

Behind each Dragon Boat, 
there’s plenty of teamwork

The Verison APEX team is one of more than 50 sponsored by corporations, community groups and even the mayor.  
Photo by Naeisha Rose

“Do you like dump-
lings?” Nelson asked. If 
the answer is yes, there 
are several vendors who 
can satisfy that craving. 

Gary Lin will be back 
at the T-Bar, providing 
steamed dumplings, ze-
ungs and fish balls. The 
zeungs and fish balls are 
ancient Chinese fisher-
man foods. When fisher-
men would go out to sea, 
they would bring meats 
and fishes wrapped in 
rice and again wrapped 
in bamboo leaves to keep 
the foods preserved. The 
fish balls are served on 
a skewer. Today these 
meals are eaten to up-
hold Chinese tradition 
and are featured at the 
park because they are 
easily transportable. 

Encore, another ven-

dor of Chinese foods, 
will offer several types 
of pork, in addition to 
fried rice and Chrysan-
themum tea. 

Tea is far from the 
only drink that will be 
available, however. A va-
riety of other fresh drinks 

will also be on hand. 
At the festival’s lem-

onade stand, a freshly 
squeezed and not-too-
sweet drink that Nelson 
says is “better than my 
grandmother’s” will be 
served up.  

Adding to the mix is 

Bruce Cost, who will be at 
the festival making fresh 
unfiltered ginger ale with 
100 percent fresh ginger 
and pure sugar cane in 
a variety of flavors like 

pomegranate and monk 
fruit. 

Dessert options in-
clude shaved ice treats at 
the Ice Delights conces-
sions and sacred lotus 

herbal teas and juices 
from the Great Northern 
Product stand. The teas, 
which are usually served 
hot, will be served cold 
at the festival, as a way 
to help the crowd combat 
the summer heat. 

Golden Fortune will 
have samplings of crack-
ers, cakes, coffees, chips 
and cupcakes of all sorts. 
Chocolate lovers can in-
dulge their childlike side 
by grabbing at the free 
fudgee bars. The sam-
pling section will be sep-
arate from the a la carte 
food court. 

At the 2016 Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival, pa-
trons might be rowing, 
watching the boats come 
in, or finding themselves 
entertained by the festi-
val’s variety of perform-
ers, but they won’t find 
themselves doing any of 
those things on an empty 
stomach. 

Continued from Page 32 

Food

Egg rolls are piled high.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Sampling some of the food from more than a dozen 
 vendors.   Photo by Christina Santucci
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A gallery of Dragon Boat Festival scenes
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The food, music and 
fun are all central parts 
of what make the Dragon 
Boat Festival special, 
but the real stars of the 
show are the races them-
selves.

Starting at 8 a.m. 
Saturday, when the first 
group of six boats take 
to the water, until Sun-
day at 5 p.m., when the 
last racers speed across 
Meadow Lake, hundreds 
of teams will compete in 
a total of 85 races—45 on 
Saturday and 40 on Sun-
day. Races will be split 
between 250-meter and 
500-meter events.

With a record num-
ber of teams involving 
more than 2,500 partici-
pants competing from 
across the United States 
and Canada, this year’s 
festival is expected to be 
notable in its scale and 
fierce competition. From 
teams representing such 
companies as Resorts 
World, HSBC, Con Edison 
and JPMorgan Chase to 
groups racing in support 
of charitable organiza-

tions, there will a range 
of participants out on 
the water that promises 
to match the diversity of 
the spectators.

Races will start up at 
approximately 10-min-
ute intervals throughout 

both days, with a recess 
of a little over an hour 
at 12:15 p.m. Saturday 
and 11:10 a.m. Sunday to 
give race fans a chance 
to sample all of the other 
options the festival has 
to offer.

Festival events that 
have been added this 
year include six new 
10-person boats and 
several Special/Invita-
tional Cup races. Spe-
cial races include the 
Hong Kong Family Invi-

tational, the Hong Kong 
Business Invitational, 
the Health Care Invita-
tional, a Senior’s Invita-
tional, Women’s Invita-
tional, Media Challenge 
and the Educational In-
vitational. 

This year’s Corporate 
Invitational looks to be 
a good one, with 13 cor-
porate teams racing for 
their companies. The 
much anticipated Char-
ity race goes off this year 
with S10,000 in the kitty 
to be split among the 
competitors’ designated 
charities. 

The U.S. Dragon Boat 
Open Championship fi-
nals will be held on both 
days of the weekend, with 
the teams competing for 
their share of prizes that 
include six round-trip 
air tickets to Hong Kong, 
provided by Delta. The 
races will take place rain 
or shine.

So while the interna-
tional food court, booths 
staffed by sponsors of 
the event and perform-
ers that run from story-
tellers to jazz bands are 
all sure to keep festival-
goers entertained, don’t 
forget to get an up-close 
look at the inspirations 
for the festival—the 
Dragon Boats them-
selves.

When and where to see the Dragon Boats

Racers will be on the water from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
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City-based musicians play an 
inspired mix of genres, from 
the current to the classic. 
www.45riots.com
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm — Rob Lok
Rob Lok presents a unique 
and memorable show, 
fi lled with fast-paced 
interactive comedy, comic 
dance numbers, juggling, 
circus acts, classic physical 
comedy and visual humor. 
www.roblokjane.com
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm — 
American Bolero Dance 
Company
Directed and choreographed 
by Gabriela Granados, this 
production features a variety 
of fl amenco, Spanish classical 
and folkloric dance and 
music. www.ambolero.com
3 pm - 4 pm — Shaolin 
Masters
Warrior monks from New 
York Shaolin Temple perform 
martial arts in the tradition 
of the Shaolin Temple, 
founded in 495 A.D. www.
newyorkshaolintemple.com
11 am - 4 pm — Storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk

At the Arts and Crafts Tent, 
storyteller Jonathan Kruk 
will be entertaining children 
throughout the day with 
“Dragon Tales.”

ARTS & CRAFTS TENT
More than 15 artists will be 
demonstrating traditional 
Chinese crafts, including 
calligraphy, rice doll making, 
bead stringing, kite making, 
jeweled ornaments, ribbon 
fl owers, paper cutting and 
much more. Children will 
be able to try their hand at 
making their own crafts.

NON-PROFIT TENT
Visit the non-profi t tent 
for information on programs 
and services including:
Carnegie Hall
Queens Library
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
Queens Botanical Garden
New York Hall of Science
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture USDA-APHIS-
PPQ

Asian Long Horned Beetle 
Cooperative Eradication 
Program

Queens Theatre

Continued from Page 34 

Events

Mayor Bill deBlasio, state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and Borough President 
Melinda Katz.

For Katz, the Dragon 
Boat Festival is one of the 
year’s highlights. She told 
stories about her memo-
ries of the Dragon Boat 
Races when they first 
moved to Queens in 1993. 

“The Dragon Boat 
Races are unique because 
the festival not only wel-
comes people from all 
over the world, but it’s a 
way for Queens to show 
off what we have,” Katz 
said. “We are so proud 
to have the Dragon Boat 
Races here in Queens.”

Celebrated at the loca-
tion of the World’s Fair 
next to the Unisphere, the 
races act as a reminder 
that Queens is the most di-
verse place in the nation, 
with a little bit of every 
country within, Katz said. 

Park administra-
tor Janice Melnick was 
thrilled to have the cer-
emony return to the park 
for its 26th year. 

“It’s such an iconic 
cultural festival,” she 
said.

Continued from Page 39 

Awake

Peter Zhang, 7, peeks underneath a lion head at 
the annual Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

The race opens with a dragon procession. 

www.cbwchc.org

We have expanded to a new facility near you! We are a nonprofit and federally 
qualified community health center established in 1971. We are dedicated to 
providing high-quality and comprehensive primary health care for you and your 
family—regardless of your ability to pay. We accept most major health insurance. 

Quality Health Care Closer to Home

Charles B. Wang 
Community Health Center 

137-43 45th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11355
(929) 362-3006

Need health insurance? We can help.
(212) 226-8339 (Manhattan) 
(718) 886-7355 (Queens) 

Services: 
Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, GYN,

Social Work Services, Health Education
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Visit one of our convenient Queens locations today.

31-16 30th Ave
Astoria, NY 11102

718.721.7878

188-08 Hollis Court Blvd
Auburndale, NY 11358

718.445.3351

42-11 Bell Blvd
Bayside, NY 11361

718.224.8219

61-54 Springfield Blvd
Bayside, NY 11364

718.631.2200

144-51 Northern Blvd
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

159-18 Northern Blvd
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41Roosevelt Ave
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

44-43 Kissena Blvd
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

107-11 Continental Ave
Forest Hills, NY 11375

718.793.0406

Flushing Bank has provided quality service to local communities supporting their 
growth, diversity, and prosperity for over 85 years and we continue that tradition today.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

��������	
���	���	���	
��
��������	
���	�������	
�

For more information, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit 
www.FlushingBank.com.

Flushing Bank is a proud supporter of the 2016 Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in 
New York.
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/05/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

QUALITY
PRE-OWNED CARS

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

QueensWay vs revived rail line debated
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Residents of the Central 
Queens advocacy group, 
Friends of the QueensWay, 
and The Trust for Public Land, 
a non-profit that constructs 
and conserves green space, 
held a workshop for other in-
habitants to participate in the 
Phase One design of a pedes-
trian park that could cost up 
to $120 million. 

The two organizations 
want to have an esplanade 
built where the defunct LIRR 
Rockaway Beach Branch line 
used to run. 

The QueensWay Metro 
Hub is being proposed as a 
greener community and busi-
ness-friendly version of the 
Highline in Manhattan and 
a respite for the 322,000-plus 
people who live within a mile 
radius, according to their esti-
mates.

The meeting, which drew 
about 100 people, at first 
seemed like a tale of two cit-
ies, but it was actually a tale of 
three, if not four. 

Many participants who 
knew of both projects wanted 

neither to happen. Even more 
people, mostly homeowners 
and renters who live the clos-
est to the proposed park had 
no interest or knowledge of the 
train reactivation plans and 
were outright skeptical with 
QueensWay after learning 
about it up to three days ago. 
Still they took part in the dis-
cussion. 

Andy Stone, the director 
of the trust, championed the 
QueensWay.

“There is a growing inter-
est in linear parks, but in New 
York they are mainly concen-
trated in Manhattan and in 
Downtown Brooklyn,” he said. 
“It will be a park of the 21st 
century for the borough.” 

The 47-acre land mass 
stretches 3.5 miles from the 
tip of the Rockaways to Rego 
Park. In between those neigh-
borhoods are Forest Hills, 
Glendale, Richmond Hill, 
Woodhaven and Ozone Park. 

“You would have this com-
plete bike trail from North to 
South Queens and connect 
neighborhoods so that you can 
really experience the diver-
sity of all the cultures,” said 

Stone. 
The trust’s website claims 

“that everyone is on the same 
page,” but that is not the case 
for members of the Queens 
Public Transit Committee.  
Some members of the commu-
nity and the Rockaways would 
prefer to have the old rail line 
reactivated rather than cre-
ating a public park along the 
tracks. 

“If you look into the his-
tory of the rail line, it was a 
direct route from Penn Station 
to the Rockaways,” said Phil 
McManus, chairman of the 
QPTC. “Imagine if you can get 

a train from here to Midtown 
in less than 35 minutes,” said 
McManus. “No one is going to 
want to ride almost four times 
as long on a bike, get sweaty 
and then end up in need of a 
shower at work.”

For the students who attend 
the 12 schools nearby, Queen-
sWay is being presented as a 
safe stomping ground.

“I love to explore places, but 
it is not safe,” said Elizabeth 
Goldstein, 14, who attends the 
Metropolitan Expeditionary 
Learning School in Forest 
Hills, where the meeting was 
held.

Travis Terry, 41, a volun-
teer for QueensWay, agrees 
with Goldstein about the beau-
tification of that zone. 

“I live here, and always no-
ticed this abandoned structure 
that was a blight on our com-
munity,” said Terry, a stra-
tegic consultant who helped 
create the group in 2011. “I’m 
thinking of it as a place that 
we can play and have a Little 
League. Spiritually speaking, 
this is the most diverse place 
on the planet, and we can bring 
all these arts and culture ac-

tivities from around the world 
here for everyone’s kids to our 
seniors.”

For McManus, the Queen-
sRail is a quality-of-life issue 
for his locality. 

“If you do not have a train, 
you can’t get anywhere, and 
the Rockaways is a very ne-
glected area that is treated 
like a literal dump,” he said. 
“We are suffering from rac-
ism and classism here. They 
put the poor, the unskilled, the 
old and the mentally ill in the 
Rockaways and that created 
crime, fear, and resentment,” 
said McManus.  

A fellow QPTC member 
who went to the meeting as 
McManus protested outside 
the school found QueensWay 
to be a ridiculous notion. 

“I think it’s one of the stu-
pidest ideas because every-
body knows that Queens has 
no park space, right,” asked 
Eugene Falick, ironically. 
”What Queens needs is north-
south transportation, and they 
don’t want that,”

He doesn’t believe that 
QueensWay intends on mak-

Continued on Page 43
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ed that the victim was underweight, 
weighing only 58 pounds. On May 
6, 2014, Sheetal Ranot hit the young 
victim with a broken metal broom 
handle, the DA said.

After medical assistance arrived 
at the Ranots’ home to treat the 
young girl, they found her in a pool 
of blood in the kitchen with the ten-
dons on her left wrist cut to the bone. 
She was taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
and required surgery to treat her in-

juries. During her stay, doctors noted 
other bruises, marks and scars. The 
child was removed from the home by 
city officials soon after the incident. 
According to Brown, the detective 
squad from the 106th Precinct con-
ducted the investigation, and the 
DA also lauded the Queens Child 
Advocacy Center for assisting in the 
abuse investigation.

Sheetal Ranot is scheduled to be 
sentenced on Sept. 8 and faces up to 
25 years in prison.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 

that Bratton’s resignation was “110 
percent” unrelated to protests or re-
cent corruption investigations into 
the NYPD.

Assorted officials responded to 
Bratton’s resignation, including Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria).

“Under his leadership, crime in 
our great city has declined to historic 
lows, thousands of new officers have 
been trained to protect our streets, 
and the NYPD’s technological capa-
bilities have been enhanced,” she 
said. “While Commissioner Bratton’s 
tenure is now coming to an end, he 
will long be remembered for his dedi-
cation to the people of New York.”

Patrolmen Benevolent Associa-
tion President Patrick Lynch wished 
Bratton well in his new endeavours in 
a statement posted on the PBA site.

“We hope that Chief O’Neill will 

make supporting and protecting po-
lice officers on the street his first pri-
ority when he assumes his new role,” 
he wrote. “We look forward to work-
ing with him to make sure that New 
York City police officers are fully sup-
ported, with the fair compensation, 
staffing, equipment and training that 
we need to protect all New Yorkers.”

Councilman Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest) saw Bratton’s resignation 
as an opportunity to have a dialogue 
about questions of the NYPD’s con-
duct.

“We remain overpoliced, particu-
larly in communities of color, and 
Mayor de Blasio must confront this 
problem directly,” he said in a state-
ment. “This was a conversation Com-
missioner Bratton resisted, but one 
which New York City, like the rest of 
the country, demands.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.that  — piece by piece — we can dis-

mantle the culture of violence in city 
jails,” the Mayor’s Office of Criminal 
Justice Director Elizabeth Glazer said. 
“Programs built to meet the unique 
needs of individuals with behavioral 
health issues, including de-escalation 
training for correction officers and ac-
cess to clinical care, are showing that 
consistent safety is possible even for 
populations historically linked to fre-
quent violent incidents in jail.”

The department achieved these 
strong reductions in violence through 
Ponte’s 14-point anti-violence agenda 
aimed at making staff and inmates 
safer. The reforms also include add-

ing recruitment and vetting standards 
to attract more qualified officers and 
graduating the largest recruit class in 
recent history.

“Reforms aimed at reducing vio-
lence while reducing reliance on puni-
tive segregation work, as these figures 
plainly demonstrate,” Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “I applaud Commissioner Ponte 
for this significant progress and en-
courage him to continue to focus on ev-
idence-based solutions. Both individu-
als held in our jails and the staff that 
run the facilities deserve to be in an 
environment that avoids brutalization 
and prepares individuals for release.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

a number of steps and is dedicated to 
taking every measure possible to pre-
vent something like this from occur-
ring again.”

David Perecman, Fontaine’s lawyer, 
said the settlement does not take away 
the pain of Avonte’s death.

“I hope that the state of New York 
will change the law regarding the 
death of children and allow for fair re-
coveries.” he said. “Vanessa hopes that 
the Department of Education takes 
action to keep all children safe. No 
amount of money is enough to pay for 

the loss of a child.”
Last month the U.S. Senate passed a 

bipartisan bill named in part for Avon-
te, called Kevin and Avonte’s Law. The 
law protects young kids with autism 
and other mental disabilities by plac-
ing a tracking device on the children 
that alerts teachers or guardians when 
they wander off. The bill would pro-
vide $10 million in funds for training 
programs to deal with teens with au-
tism and other mental disabilities to 
prevent them from disappearing.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Avonte
Continued from Page 6 

Bratton

ing more green space.
“I asked what they are going to do 

for a footpath? They said they are go-
ing to pave it with permeable paving.  
I suggested grass, and they said the 
grass is terrible, so that’s the people 
who are doing this. They are taking 
a scarce resource for a park, and I 
don’t think that is reasonable,” Fal-
ick said.

When asked about noise pollution 

from QueensRail, McManus men-
tioned a third alternative he said he 
proposed to QueensWay before the 
proceedings.  He cited the Virginia 
Rail Express train proposal that had 
a roof deck for a park on top and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s recent smart train 
plans. 

“If I said tomorrow we will build 
walls so that you won’t even feel or 
hear that train, they would say, oh, 
no, we want the park! They want the 
park to keep people away from South 
Queens,” said McManus.

Continued from Page 4 

Rikers

Continued from Page 21 

Continued from Page 42 

Abuse

QueensWay

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens 
by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Junta Hispania stages cultural festivals in big cities across the United States and last week 
was New York's Festival in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. These Colombian dancers were 
part of the entertainment from nearly 20 countries.   Photo by Naeisha Rose

In Ft. Totten, Borough President Melinda Katz sits with Bob Demato of Floral Park at the 
Alive N' Kickin' show, part of the summer concert series sponsored by Katz's office.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

The Glen Oaks Village Co-ops opens a new Splash Park for kids at just the right moment—
during a week-long heat wave that gripped the city.  Photo by Michael Shain 

At the Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral in Jamaica, the new head of the Queens Library, former 
Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (l) prepares to speak during Sunday services. He manned 
the library's lending van in front of the church afterward.   Photo by Nat Valentine

Martin Majkut conducts the Queens Symphony Orchestra at its annual summer con-
cert on the Great Lawn of St. John’s University, which drew more than 500 music lovers.  

Photo by Bianca Silva

In Cunningham Park, the chance to get up close and personal witth a real work horse from 
the NYPD’s Mountred Patrol is part of a kids’ fun day sponsored by cops from the Patrol 
Borough Queens South. Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY STEVE BARNES

For museums and cultural organi-
zations around the country, finding 
ways to expand programming outside 
the walls of an indoor exhibition space 
has become an increasingly important 
part of their cultural mission.

That trend is strongly in evidence 
here in Queens. From PS 1’s “Warm 
Up” series, the outdoor music series 
that introduces audiences to a wide 
range of up-to-the-minute music and 
DJs in the museum’s courtyard, to this 
summer’s “Passport Thursdays” at the 
Queens Museum, which each week of-

fers a sampling of the music, film and 
food of one of the many countries that 
make up Queens’ cultural quilt, the 
borough’s art spaces are turning their 
focus outside. Moving past the four 
walls of gallery spaces, they are con-
necting with Queens’ residents in a 
variety of ways, both making art a cen-
tral part of their lives and addressing a 
range of quality-of-life issues. 

One institution that takes the idea 
of addressing all the aspects of its audi-
ence’s well-being seriously is Socrates 
Sculpture Park, the outdoor exhibition 

space in Long Island City. Founded 
in 1986 by sculptor Mark di Suvero, 
Socrates sees its function as not only 
bringing art to the community, but also 
as interacting with that community in 
ways that are not normally associated 
with an arts institution.

“When one is an artist,” di Su-
vero said in an interview with Art in 
America, “one wants to do art that is 
meaningful to a lot of people. Most art 
is shown in museums and galleries, 
which eliminates a whole population. 

Continued on Page TK
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ART 
SHAPES LIFESTYLES

Socrates Sculpture Park wellness programs 
fi nd new ways to engage audiences
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Yoga aficionados practice their po-
sitions in the waterfront location at 
Socrates Sculpture Park. 

Photo courtesy of Socrates Sculpure Park
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PRODUCTIONS

“And Then There Were 
None” — The Gingerbread 
Players put on the stage 
version of Agatha Christie’s 
mystery novel, one of the 
best-selling books of all 
time.
When: Saturday, Aug. 6 at 
7:30 pm and Sunday, Aug. 7 
at 2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 
Hills
Cost: Suggested donation is 
$15, $12 for seniors or groups 
of six or more
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“Little Shop of Horrors” — 
America’s best-loved “horror 
comedy rock musical,” 
featuring a hapless fl orist, 
the girl he loves and a very 
unusual house plant, is the 
latest production by the St. 
Gregory’s Theatre Group.
When: Friday, Aug. 5 at 8 pm; 
Saturday, Aug 6 at 2 pm and 
8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 7 at 2 pm; 
Wednesday, Aug. 10 at 8 pm; 

Thursday, Aug. 11 at 8 pm
Where: St. Gregory the Great 
Church., 242-20 88th Ave., 
Bellerose
Cost: $18 for adults, $15 for 
seniors and students, $7 
for kids
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: www.sgtg.org

“Suite Surrender” — In 
this love note to the classic 
farces of the 30s and 40s, 
two of Hollywood’s biggest 
divas descend upon the Palm 
Beach Royale Hotel—and are 
somehow assigned to the 
same suite. The result is a 
hilarious chain of mistaken 
identities, overblown egos 
and double entendres.
When: Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 5 - 6 at 8pm
Where: Theatre Box, 35 
Verbena Ave., Floral Park
Contact: (516) 900-2031
Website: www.theatrebox.
org

Hip to Hip Theatre 
Company — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Company is 
dedicated to stimulating and 
developing interest in the 
theatre arts in underserved 

communities by providing 
free, family-friendly, 
professional productions 
of popular classics, and 
free theatre workshops for 
children, in public spaces. 
This summer, the company 
is bringing two Shakespeare 
plays, “Julius Caesar” and 
“As You Like It,” to outdoor 
stages around the borough, 
along with “Kids and the 
Classics,” an interactive 
session performed before 
each play to familiarize young 
audience members with the 
dramatic characters they are 
about to see.
When & Where: Friday, Aug. 5 
(Sunnyside Gardens Park, 48-21 
39th Ave.), “Kids and the Classic” 
program starts at 6:30 pm, play 
starts at 7:30 pm. Saturday, 
Aug. 6 (Gantry Plaza State Park, 
4-09 47th Road), “Kids and 
the Classic” program starts 
at 6:30 pm, play starts at 7:30 
pm. Sunday, Aug. 7 (Socrates 
Sculpture Park, 32-01 Vernon 
Blvd.), “Kids and the Classic” 
program starts at 4 pm, play 
starts at 5 pm. Wednesday, Aug. 
10 (Flushing Meadow Corona 
Park at the Unisphere), “Kids 
and the Classic” program starts 
at 6:30 pm, play starts at 7:30 
pm. Performances continue 
through August.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 729-8567
Website: www.hiptohip.org

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttyyyy
DDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFooooooooooooddddddDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIIIIItttttaaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddFFFFFoooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant
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BY MERLE EXIT

At Maple Grove Cem-
etery in Kew Gardens, 
honoring those who have 
been laid to rest there is 
an multi-faceted, ever 
changing task. “We are 
constantly looking for 
something that will lead 
to a great discovery,” 
said Carl Ballenas, presi-
dent of Friends of Maple 
Grove Cemetery. “When 
we walk through the 
grounds we are always 
looking at the markers 
and tombstones for some-
thing that we should take 
notice of.”

While Helen Day, one 
of the cemetery’s board 
members, was taking just 
such a walk, she noticed 
the name Nikos Bel-Jon 
and was especially in-
trigued by the  descrip-
tion below the name on 
his headstone—“Metal 
Muralist.” According to 
Ballenas, “that was all it 
took to get the wheels in 

motion.” Thanks to Day’s 
sharp eye, and the hard 
work of those at Maple 
Grove, an event dedicated 
to Bel-Jon and his work 
is planned for next week-
end. 

Not only was Nikos 
Bel-Jon a metal mural-
ist, he was one of the 
most important artists 
working in that medium. 
His work was commis-
sioned by everyone from 
companies such as Pfiz-

er to the Greek Consul-
ate and Lincoln Center. 
Known for murals that 
would take on a three-
dimensional appearance 
when lit from certain 
angles, Bel-Jon created 
such well-known pieces 
as “The Ellington Pieta,” 
an intricate metal mosa-
ic that was displayed in 
Rockefeller Center.

Major installations 
of his work in New York 
also include one in the 

lobby of the Pfizer Build-
ing located on East 42nd 
Street.  The Greek Con-
sulate as well as Air 
India displays his art-
work. During the 1964-65 
World’s Fair, one could 
view the pieces on Air 

India along with his spe-
cial “Tower of Light.”  

This year, marking 
the 50th anniversary of 
his death (Aug. 11, 1966), 
Friends of Maple Grove 
Cemetery is honoring 
him with a celebration of 

his life and art Saturday, 
Aug. 13 at 2 pm. 

The event will feature 
a talk from preservation-
ist Brittany Reilly of De-
sign Nation, and will be 
attended by members of 
Bel-Jon’s family, includ-
ing his daughter, Rhea 
Bel-Jon Calkin. “He de-
veloped a technique that 
others have tried but no 
one else has been able 
to accomplish with the 
same results,” Rhea said 
of her father’s work. “He 
started as a painter from 
Greece who fell in love 
with painting on metals 
in such as way by em-
bracing arcs, angles and 
illusions. When colored 
lights would hit it, they 
would become like three 
dimensional paintings.”

Born in Greece in 
1911, Bel-Jon studied in 
both Athens and Paris 
before coming to this 
country after World War 
II. “Coming to the United 

Metal muralist Nikos Bel-Jon is being being honored at Maple 
Grove Cemetery Photo courtesy of Rhea Bel-Jon Calkins

A metal muralist is saluted at Maple Grove
Cemetery puts the spotlight on a path-breaking artist whose work had a very high profi le

Continued on Page TK

Nikos Bel-Jon's grave at Maple Grove Cemetery 
Photo courtesy of Maple Grove Cemetery

Every Monday & Tuesday enjoy unlimited 
11/4 lb. lobster dinner with sweet summer corn on the cob. 
Absolutely no sharing! No take-out orders or doggy bags, 

not with any other offers.
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FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Creed — In this sequel to the 
“Rocky” movies, the son of 
Apollo Creed attempts to 
follow in his father’s footsteps, 
and winds up turning to none 
other than Rocky Balboa to 

help him on his way.
When: Saturday, Aug. 6, 8 pm 
- 10 pm
Where: Wayanda Park, Robard 
Lane between Hollis Avenue 
and Montery Street, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/06/

movies-under-the-stars-creed

Movies Under the Stars: 
Goosebumps — Jack Black 
stars as “Goosebumps” writer 
R.L. Stine in this feature-fi lm 
adaptation of the popular YA 
book series.
When: Sunday, Aug. 7, 8 pm 
- 10 pm
Where: Beach 20th Street 
Overlook, Rockaway Beach and 
Boardwalk
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/07/
movies-under-the-stars-

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 5-11, 2016

By Ed Canty

A Bit of Rubble
Across
1. "Hamlet" has five
5. Deep cavity
10. Fit ___ (be 
perfect on)
14. Piglet's pal
15. 747, e.g.
16. Spanish pot
17. A shade of beige
18. Rajah's wives
19. Actresses Ryan 
and Tilly
20. Advice for rowing 
crews
23. Above-the-rim 
action
24. Compulsively 
curious
25. Avian claws
28. "Buffalo" Bill
30. Ruin big-time
31. Pad type
33. Fleecing target
36. Not far, with "a"
40. "Crack" or "jack" 
follower
41. "They got 
______ him"
42. Yield, as land
43. Components of 
some PCs
44. Like some vows 
or cows
46. "Are not!" 
comeback
49. Indifferent
51. Woods and 
Nicklaus, e.g.
57. Brylcream 
portion?
58. "Happy Days" role
59. "Animal House" 

attire
60. Brook
61. Absinthe flavor
62. Be on the payroll
63. Grimm offering
64. Activity that can 
wreck a hard disk
65. Barrel bottom bit

Down
1. Did the same
2. James the actor
3. "___ Between 
Two Lovers" (#1 hit 
of 1977)
4. Halt production
5. Airport areas
6. Longtime Supreme 
Court name
7. Ballplayers in 
pinstripes
8. Agitated condition
9. Coordinate closely

10. Girl in a tree
11. Bars from the 
refrigerator
12. Birdbath floaters
13. "Delicious!"
21. Stocking mishap
22. Provide funding for
25. 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
26. Singing voice
27. Steal goods
28. Old "What's My 
Line?" panelist
29. Vocalist Yoko
31. Benchmarks: 
Abbr.
32. Even if, briefly
33. Water server
34. Jane Roe's 
defendant in a famour 
70's court case
35. "Brown ___ Girl"
37. "Captain Blood" 
star Flynn

38. Boxer order?
39. Signed for a COD
43. Jury-rig, with 
"together"
44. Perfumed powder 
holder
45. " ___ 
Wednesday"
46. One way to fall
47. Newspapers, 
TV, etc.
48. Activity for young 
swingers?
49. Misrepresent
50. Judgment 
problem
52. Baseball stats
53. Check point?
54. Loud laugh
55. Fairy-tale menace
56. Squealed

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A FORD IN YOUR FUTURE
H U S H S C R U B T O E D
O R C A W H O S E A X L E
A D O S O A T E N M E D I
R U T H E R F O R D H A Y E S

O R D E R A L E R T
C A L V E S C O V E
A L O E S T O N E E C O
S T A R T F O R D O N A V O N
T O N R E N E S T E L E

R E E S S P O R T S
A B B I E S A L E M
F O R D T H U N D E R B I R D
A D E E E V A D E O L E O
S E A R M E R I T M I N T
T S K S S A E N S B A T E

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 50
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BY STEVE BARNES

Queens offers a lot of 
ways to cool off with music 
during the summer months, 
from evenings under the 
stars in a city park, to rock 
bands cranking up the vol-
ume within sight of the 
Atlantic Ocean in the Rock-
ways.

But Bill Popp and The 
Tapes have landed on an 
ingenious way to combine 
beating the heat with enjoy-
ing some original sounds. 
For the next two Wednesday 
nights, Aug. 10 and 17, the 
band will be in residence at 
a rather unusual location: 
Ralph’s Famous Italian Ices 
and Ice Cream at the White-
point Shopping Center at 
32-07 14th Ave. in College 
Point. Playing three sets a 
night, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
the band will treat audienc-
es to a mix of sounds that 
runs from the 1970s, when 
Popp got his start playing 
in venues around New York 
City, to the present day.

While Popp worked for 
many years as a plumber 

(even plying his trade at the 
legendary CBGB’s) before 
his recent retirement, he’s 
far from a stranger to the 
professional stage. Having 
played gigs in such far-flung 
locations as New Orleans, 
England and South Korea, 
Popp was on stage for the 
50th anniversary of the leg-
endary Max’s Kansas City 
and also played Gerde’s Folk 
City, which in its day hosted 
performers from Bob Dylan 
and Joan Baez to Steely Dan 
and Patti Smith.

However, the College 
Point musician has brought 
his distinctive musical per-
sona to the stage without 
ever losing of the day job that 
paid his rent for many years. 
With a recent single entitled 
“Flushing His Plumbing Job 
Down the Drain” and a CD 
entitled “Popp’s Last Flush,” 
a wry sense of humor runs 
through his music, and 
while he never seems to take 
himself too seriously, the 
level of professonalism in 
his performances remains 
constant. The Aquarian 
Weekly has called his music 

“classic rock/indie at its fin-
est.”

Popp’s mission goes be-
yond just music as well. Ev-
ery year, he plays a show he 
calls the “Daddy Tapes” as 
both a salute to his late fa-
ther, George L. Popp, and a 
charitable fundraiser. This 
year’s edition, the 30th, was 
held at the Bowery Electric 
in the East Village and ben-
efited the American Heart 
Association.

While taking in Popp’s 
sounds with some frozen 
treats on the side might 
sound like the perfect way 
to spend an August evening, 
those who like to hear their 
classic rock in more familiar 
concert settings have sev-
eral opportunities to do just 
that in the coming weeks. 
Bill Popp and the Tapes will 
be playing at the Naumburg 
Bandshell in Central Park 
on Aug. 16, and will take 
the stage at Astoria’s Irish 
Whiskey Bar, 28-48 31st St. 
on Sept. 17.

For more information on 
Bill Popp and the Tapes, go 
to www.billpopp.com.

Cool sounds for warm summer evenings

BILL POPP

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787
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States he was looking 
for a different avenue 
of painting, already 
having studied in Paris 
about all mediums of 
art,” his daughter said. 
His work was done with 
sheet metal, but rather 
than just using scrap 
metal he developed a re-
lationship with Kaiser 
Aluminum and Kaiser 
Steel until the 1950s, 
when metal became 
more available.   

With his connec-
tions to the Greek gov-
ernment, he was able 
to explore in the United 
States, spending much 

of his time in Astoria 
with family and friends. 
Rhea said that although 
they lived in Manhat-
tan, when her father 
thought of a final rest-
ing place, his thoughts 
turned to Queens. 

“As for why Maple 
Grove was chosen,” she 
said, “he wanted to be 
buried by a tree.” 

The talk and a re-
ception will be held in 
The Center, a build-
ing located at the cem-
etery’s entrance.  Res-
ervations are required, 
and can be made by 
calling (347) 878-6614 
by Aug. 10.  

By putting it out on the 
streets, you open it up to 
the world.”

But putting that art 
out in the world, where 
everyone can see it, is 
just one of the ways in 
which Socrates engages 
its audience. “Socrates as 
an organization believes 
in the transformative 
power of art, community 
building and the stew-
ardship of our natural 
world,” John Hatfield, 
the park’s executive di-
rector, said. 

In addition to pre-
senting a wide range of 
sculpture and architec-
ture-related projects, the 
institution also offers 
many events under its 
“Healthy Living” pro-
gram, giving borough 
residents the opportu-
nity to learn a variety 
of skills that can help 
them in their quest to 
become healthier. From 
yoga lessons to work-
shops on urban farming 
to greenmarkets that sell 
nutritious food, Socrates 
is providing not only a 
fun way to get outside on 
summer weekends, it is 
also demonstrating how 
that fun can extend into 
an improved lifestyle for 
those who take part.

On Saturdays and 
Sundays from now 
through Sept. 25, Kri-
palu Yoga classes will be 
taught outdoors in the 
park’s waterfront set-
ting. Taught by Monique 
Schubert and Yojaida Es-
trella, the classes consist 
of a mix of body postures, 
breathing techniques, 
relaxation and medita-
tion. While the teach-
ers are there to provide 
guidance, participants 
are also encouraged to 
incorporate their own 
personal yoga practices 
into the mix.

The art of Tai Chi is 
also being taught out-
doors, surrounded by 
the exhibitions of con-
temporary sculpture, on 
Sundays through Sept. 
25. Certified instructors 
from the Taoist Tai Chi 
Society of the USA teach 
classes in the ancient 
Chinese martial art, 
which is also seen as a 
pathway toward inner 
balance and peace.

And Capoeira, the 
Brazilian practice that 
combines dance, music 

and martial arts, is also 
on the menu. Starting 
on Sept. 3 and running 
through Oct. 8, instruc-
tors from Capoeira Nago 
Queens will introduce 
participants to the ba-
sic fundamentals of the 
form, offering guidance 
with balance, flexibility, 
and agility while also 
teaching the cultural 
traditions and history of 
capoeira.

For those who’d like 
to take advantage of 
the park’s proximity to 
Hallets Cove, the LIC 
Community Boathouse 
will free kayaking and 
canoeing in the cove 

(tide and weather per-
mitting) on Aug. 6 and 
21. On Wednesday, Aug. 
17, a special opportunity 
to combine the park’s 
cultural and athletic fo-
cuses will be available 
in the Outdoor Cinema 
Paddle, which begins at 6 
p.m. and runs until sun-
set. (The film scheduled 
for that night is Werner 
Herzog’s Aguirre, the 
Wrath of God which. per-
haps not coincidentally, 
prominently features 
water and boating.)

The emphasis on well-
ness at Socrates goes be-
yond physical activities, 
however. The GrowNYC 

Greenmarket that the 
park hosts every Satur-
day (through Nov. 19) 
and the NYC Compost 
Project that is stationed 
at the Greenmarket’s en-
trance, are two prime ex-
amples of how Socrates 
is attempting to set a 
healthy example for its 
community. 

On Sept. 12, the park’s 
partnership with the 
GrowNYC Greenmarket 
will result in Queens 
Food Day. Along with City 
Harvest, the nonprofit 
organization that dis-
tributes reclaimed food 
to over 500 kitchens and 
food pantries across New 
York City’s five boroughs 
and Hellgate Farm, an or-
ganic urban farm located 
in Astoria, Socrates will 
put on activities includ-
ing planting workshops 
as well as performances 
by local artists. The focus 
of all events that day will 
be on expanding commu-
nity access to fresh and 
affordable food.

Hellgate Farm is also 
collaborating with So-
crates on “Urban Farm-
ing 101,” a program of 
events that includes “Pol-
linators in Our Food Sys-
tem” Aug. 13 and “Eating 
Seasonally in the North-
east” Sept. 10. 

When all of these pro-
grams are combined with 
the museum’s current 
exhibitions, such as New 
York City-based firm Hou 
de Sousa’s Sticks, the 
winner of Folly, an annu-
al juried competition for 
architects and designers, 
the breadth of Socrates’ 
mission becomes clear. 
By reaching out to the 
community it serves in 
ways that go far past the 
traditional functions of 
an art museum, Socrates 
Sculpture Park manages 
to include something 
that should please just 
about everyone.

Continued from Page 45 
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Continued from Page 47 

Maple Grove

The GrowNYC Greenmarket sets up shop at Socrates Sculture Park every Saturday. 
Photo courtesy of Socrates Sculpture Park

IF YOU GO
Health and Wellness Classes at Socrates Sculpture 
Park

Where: 32-01 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: All events are free
Website: socratessculpturepark.org

YOGA
When: Through Sept. 25 — Saturday, 9:30 am - 10:30 am 
and 11 am - 12 pm; Sunday, 10 am - 11 am

TAI CHI
When: Through Sept. 25, Sunday, 11 am - 12 pm

CAPOEIRA FOR BEGINNERS
When: Sept. 3 - Oct. 8, Saturday, 12 pm - 1 pm

YOGA
When: Through Sept. 25, Saturday, 9:30 am - 10:30 am 
and 11am - 
12 pm; Sunday 10 am - 11 am

KAYAKING AND CANOEING
When: Saturday, Aug. 6 and 17, 1 pm - 4pm; Outdoor 
Cinema Paddle, Wednesday, Aug. 17, 6 pm until sunset

GROWNYC GREENMARKET
When: Through Nov. 19, Saturday, 8 am - 4 pm

THE NYC COMPOST PROJECT WITH BIG REUSE
When: Through Nov. 19, Saturday, 8 am - 2 pm

URBAN FARMING 101
When: Saturday, Aug. 13 & Sept. 10, 12 pm - 3 pm

QUEENS FOOD DAY
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 1 pm - 4 pm

goosebumps

Movie Night: The Mouse 
That Roared — In this 
political satire staring 
Peter Sellers, a poor 
country declares war on 
the United States, hoping 
it will lose. When things 
don’t go according to plan, 
all kinds of complications 
ensue.
When: Monday, Aug. 8, 8 pm - 
10pm (rain date: Aug. 11)
Where: Cunningham Park, 
196th Street and Union 
Turnpike, Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 217-6452
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/08/
movies-under-the-stars

EVENTS

New York Restaurant 
Week — Well, actually it’s 
four weeks. This bargain-
lover’s bonanza got started 
on July 25 and keeps on 
helping adventurous diners 
save money until Aug. 
19. This year four Queens 
eateries are taking part in 
the festivities: Vivialdi (201-
10 Cross Island Parkway, 
Bayside, 718-352-2300); MP 
Taverna - Astoria (31-29 
Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, 
718-777-2187); Trattoria 
L’Incontro (21-76 31st St., 
Astoria, 718-721-3532) and 
London Lennie’s (63-88 
Woodhaven Blvd., Rego 
Park, 718-894-8084)
When: July 25 - Aug. 19
Cost: For a three-course 
lunch, $29; a three-course 
dinner is $42
Website: www.nycgo.com/
restuarant-week

Swing Dancing — Come out 
and cut up a rug under the 
stars.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 10, 
6 pm - 7: 30 p.m.
Where: Highland Park, 
Elton Street and Jamaica 
Avenue, Glendale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.
nycgovparks.org/
events/2016/08/10/swing-
dancing-event

MUSIC

Katz Concert Series: The 
Devotions — This doo-wop 
group has played venues 
from Madison Square Garden 
to Westbury Music Fair. This 
afternoon, they take the 
stage at Macneil Park.
When: Sunday, Aug. 7, 5 pm 
- 6:30 pm
Where: Macneil Park, 
Poppenhusen Avenue and 
119th Street, College Point
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7272
Website: www.queensbp.
org/katzconcerts/

Central Astoria Concerts 
on the Waterfront: Women 
of Pop and Rock — Jill Gioia 
and her award-winning band 
put on a tribute to many of 
rock’s biggest females stars, 
from Stevie Nicks and Janis 
Joplin to Kelly Clarkson and 
Katy Perry.
When: Thursday, Aug. 11, 7:30 
pm - 9 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard between the 
Hell Gate Bridge and the pool
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: centralastoria.nyc/
events/women-of-pop-amp-
rock

Arts
Continued from Page 48 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Mike Piazza was induct-
ed into the Baseball Hall of 
Fame last weekend, but the 
celebration isn’t quite over 
yet—it has simply changed 
locations. 

The Mets honored Piazza 
and his historic contribu-
tions to the franchise with an 
entire weekend of events in 
Queens, including having his 
No. 31 retired Saturday. 

It was a celebration years 
in the making, honoring a 
player whose time with the 
Mets not only shaped his 
own career, but helped define 
a generation of baseball in 
Queens—and the fans came 
out in droves for the festivi-
ties. 

“I love it,” Woodhaven na-
tive Alice Fenty said. “I’ve 
got tickets for Friday and 
Sunday as well. It’s for Pi-
azza weekend and my closest 
friends got me tickets for my 
birthday so I could make sure 

I was here. Born, slapped, 
raised a Mets fan.”

The highlight of the week-
end was the jersey retire-
ment ahead of Saturday’s tilt 
against the Colorado Rockies. 
Piazza became just the fourth 
Met to have his number re-
tired, joining Casey Stengel 
(No. 37), Gil Hodges (No. 14) 
and Tom Seaver (No. 41).

But that wasn’t the only 
event planned to honor one of 
the game’s all-time best hit-
ters. 

Piazza’s Hall of Fame 
plaque was on display all 
weekend, while fans received 
a Piazza replica jersey on Fri-
day and Piazza bobbleheads 
on Sunday. 

For plenty of die-hard 
Mets fans, being in the crowd 
at Citi Field last weekend 
was a must-see moment and a 
chance to honor their hero. 

“I followed him so much 
as a kid and he just became 
my favorite player,” said 

BY LAURA AMATO

Paris Horne didn’t even 
have to look—he knew D.J. 
Kennedy was there.

He dished off the pass, set 
up the shot and suddenly it 
wasn’t 2016 anymore. 

It was 2009 and the former 
St. John’s teammates were 
playing basketball at Car-
nesecca Arena, passing a ball 
off to one another in a move 
that was as easy as breathing. 
Or, at least it felt that way. 

For the second straight 
year the former Red Storm 
teammates joined forces on 
the hardwood, competing for 
Overseas Elite in The Bas-
ketball Tournament. And, for 
the second straight year, the 
teammates—and friends—

found themselves posing with 
a comically large check af-
ter clinching The Basketball 
Tournament title. Overseas 
Elite defeated Team Colorado 
77-72 at Fordham University 
Tuesday, grabbing another 
championship and a $2 million 
prize. 

“It’s always great to play 
with Paris because I know 
what he’s going to give me 
every game,” said Kennedy. 
“A guy like that, I know I can 
count on and in a tournament 
like this you want players you 
can count on.”

Since graduating from 
St. John’s in 2011—just a few 
months after surprise appear-
ance in the NCAA Tourna-
ment—Kennedy and Horne 
have found success on the in-

ternational circuit. 
After a stint with the 

Cleveland Cavaliers, Kennedy 
spent several seasons in the 
D-League and has since played 
for teams in Israel, Germany 
and, most recently, Russian 
squad Yenisey Krasnoyarsk. 
Horne recently competed in 
the Japan NBL. And while 
their careers have forced them 
to criss-cross the globe, the 
pair are always grateful for the 
chance to play in New York—
even if it wasn’t Queens. 

“It’s great to give them a 
show,” Kennedy said. “People 
probably haven’t seen us in a 
few years. So it’s always great 
to be back here. It just shows 
how much we’re still at it.”

The game certainly proved 
Continued on Page 56Continued on Page 56

D.J. Kennedy attempts to dribble past defender during the TBT Championship Game between Team 
Colorado and Overseas Elite, at Rose Hill Gym on the campus of Fordham University in the Bronx. 

Photo by Robert Cole

National Baseball Hall of Fame inductee Mike Piazza arrives at the 
Clark Sports Center in Cooperstown.  AP Photo/Mike Groll

Ex-SJU stars win big
Horne, Kennedy nab $2M basketball tourney crown

Mets fans weigh in 
on Piazza’s honor
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BY LAURA AMATO

Jose Alvarado’s plan for 
this summer was to work 
harder than anyone, train lon-
ger than anyone and in the end 
be better than anyone else. 

So far, it seems the Christ 
the King basketball standout’s 
plan has worked out pretty 
well. 

Alvarado excelled on the 
AAU circuit over the last few 
weeks—wrapping up his final 
season with the NY Rens—and 
now he’s reaping the benefits 
of all that effort.

“I wanted to show people 
that I could just play,” Alva-
rado said. “That was the plan. 
That was really it.”

Alvarado had a dominant 
junior season with the Royals 
this year, with 18.1 points and 
six assists per game, but he 
was still disappointed with the 
way things ended. 

Christ the King came up 
short of winning a fourth-
straight city championship, 
falling to Bishop Loughlin in 
the semifinals last season and 
that disappointment fueled Al-
varado whenever he put on a 
Rens uniform. 

“I just do whatever I can 
and I’m trying to get as good as 
I want to be,” Alvarado said. “I 

want to be the best basketball 
player I can. I’m going to get 
the job done. I’m not the most 
athletic. I’m not the best han-
dler or the best shooter, but 
I’m going to make it all work. 
That’s just how I play.”

This isn’t Alvarado’s first 
stint on the AAU circuit—he’s 
been playing with the Rens 
since he was in the seventh 
grade—but there was some-
thing special about this sum-
mer. 

This was his last chance 
to prove himself, a chance to 
showcase his skills to the en-
tire country and, most impor-
tantly, to college coaches. Al-
varado wasn’t going to waste a 
chance like that. 

“It’s given me a good oppor-
tunity to play against some of 
the best,” he said. “This is my 
first and only AAU team. They 
brought me in when I was re-
ally nothing and they just be-
lieved in me the whole time. 
They became really important 
to me.”

While Alvarado might not 
think he’s the best at handing 
the ball or scoring, he’s proven 
himself wrong this summer—
taking on some of the best in 
the country and driving past 
them with ease. Or at least 
dishing it off to a teammate 

who can do the same. 
Alvarado’s reputation has 

skyrocketed over the last few 
weeks, going from highly-tout-
ed recruit to must-see basket-
ball talent. 

He’s picked up looks from 
Syracuse, Georgia Tech and 
Oklahoma State, while Seton 
Hall has been actively pur-
suing him over the last few 
weeks. Rutgers—under first-
year coach Steve Pikiell—has 
also shown serious interest. 

Alvarado is taking it all in 
stride, determined to find the 
perfect fit. 

“I want to feel comfortable,” 
Alvarado said. “I want to find 
somewhere I know that I’ll fit 
and somewhere that will need 
me the most.”  

Before he deals with any-
thing that has to do with col-
lege and major basketball deci-
sions, Alvarado is taking a few 
moments to catch his breath. 
And then, he’s going to get 
back to work. 

After all, he’s got a city 
championship to win this sea-
son.

“I think I can do a little bit 
more,” Alvarado said. “I want 
to take every opportunity. I 
really appreciate everything 
and I know that it’s all a bless-
ing.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Marcela Aguirre knows a 
good opportunity when she 
sees one. She also isn’t one to 
back away from a challenge. 

The Bayside standout knew 
joining the PSAL’s interna-
tional soccer team—which 
will send 40 rising seniors to 
Spain this month—was both 
an opportunity and a chal-
lenge. So naturally she was 
interested. 

“Coach [Magdalini] Kas-
simis called me and she told 
met hat there was this trip to 
Spain,” Aguirre said. “She 
had to pick only one player 
and I was the one chosen from 
Bayside. I couldn’t believe it 
really. I just thought it was a 
really cool chance.”

Aguirre went through the 
league’s two-day tryout pro-
cess in June and was quick to 
find her footing with some of 
the city’s top soccer stars. 

It wasn’t always easy. After 
all, she’s faced off against sev-
eral of her now-current team-

mates during the regular sea-
son. But as far as Aguirre was 
concerned, that was simply 
part of the challenge. 

And she loved every mo-
ment of it. 

“The focus was really on 
our communication with the 
other players and getting to 
know all of them—because 
they all came from differ-
ent schools,” Aguirre said. 
“The second tryout was a few 
weeks later and they had us 
go through a whole bunch of 
drills. Then we played a full 
game on the field.”

Aguirre learned that she 
had made the team just a few 
days after the second tryout 
and when she saw her name 
on the PSAL website, she had 
to admit, she was more than a 
little thrilled. 

“I was so incredibly ex-
cited,” she said. “It’s a great 
opportunity and a chance to 
play against some incredible 
competition. I’m excited to get 
to know all the girls and see 
how well they play.”

Aguirre isn’t lacking for 
confidence ahead of the trip. 
She’s been playing soccer at 
Bayside for several years now 
and is coming off a junior sea-
son that saw her rack up nine 
goals and two assists. 

This trip however—which 
gets underway Sunday—is a 
chance for Aguirre to fine-

tune those skills and test them 
against brand-new competi-
tion. She is anxious to see how 
she fares. 

“It’s a short period of time, 
but we can get a lot of work 
done,” Aguirre said. “The 
coaches told us this trip is just 
to make us better soccer play-
ers.”

Of course, not every mo-
ment of the trip will be on the 
soccer field—some of it will be 
spent watching soccer as well. 
The PSAL teams will take in a 
Barcelona game and will also 
train at the team’s practice fa-
cility. 

“We might get to meet a few 
players and I’m really, really 
excited for that,” Aguirre said. 
“That’s something I never 
thought would happen.”

Aguirre knows that the trip 
to Spain is going to be a whirl-
wind. She knows it won’t be 
easy, but she also knows it’s a 
golden opportunity—particu-
larly with the high school sea-
son right around the corner. 

Aguirre is determined to 
get better during her week 
in Spain and she’s anxious to 
bring that talent back to Bay-
side this fall. 

“It’s a chance for us to show 
our skills over there,” Aguirre 
said. “This could open up a lot 
of doors and people could see 
you play and it’s just great ex-
perience.”

Bayside soccer standout Marclea Aguirre is ready to take Spain by storm 
as she joins some of the top talent in the PSAL on a week-long trip.  

Photo Courtesy of Marcela Aguirre

Jose Alvarado calls out a play during the CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens 
Championship Game between Xaverian and Christ the King. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Bayside soccer star gets a chance to play in Spain

CK’s Alvarado aims to become the best
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BY LAURA AMATO

Lasan Kromah—who won 
a national championship with 
UConn in 2014—was born in 
Queens, but grew up in Mary-
land and his on-court history 
has taken him, literally, all 
over the world. 

Still, he always felt as if he 
owed a little bit to New York 
and, after years of waiting, 
the 6-foot-6 guard finally got to 
give a little bit back. 

Kromah competed in The 
Baskebtall Tournament for the 
second straight year, playing, 
once again, for City of Gods 
in the third annual summer-
hoops showcase. His squad 
came up short—falling 103-92 
to Overseas Elite in the semi-
finals July 30 at Fordham Uni-
versity—but Kromah was noth-
ing short of dominant, finding 
his footing on a big-time stage, 
in a big-time city that always 
felt a bit like home. 

“It felt good to be here,” 
said Kromah, who spent sever-
al years in Jamaica before his 
family moved to Maryland. 
“I’ve played in the city a few 
times—at the Barclays, here 
at Fordham, Madison Square 
Garden. But to come here and 
play with these guys it meant 
a lot.”

Kromah was an offensive 
force to be reckoned with in 
the semifinal tilt, racking up 
a team-best 22 points points 
on 11-of-16 shooting. He added 
three steals and two assists as-
sists for good measure. 

Although his team may not 
have been able to back him 
up—at one point allowing a 

41-12 run by Overseas Elite—
Kromah’s performance in the 
tournament was yet another 
bullet point on a resume that 
is chock full of success. 

After a stellar undergrad 
career at George Washington, 
which included joining the 
program’s 1,000-point club, 
Kromah transferred to UConn 

ahead of the 2013–14 season. He 
appeared in all of that season’s 
40 games for the Huskies, start-
ing in 17, averaging 6.1 points 
and 2.7 rebounds per game. He 
also wrapped up his college 
career as a national champion, 
joining UConn on its improb-
able run that March. 

“That was actually my first 

time in the NCAA Tourna-
ment,” Kromah said. “It was a 
crazy experience. Great coach, 
great school, great fans and 
players. We had a great year. It 
was one of those moments you 
won’t ever forget.”

Kromah went undrafted 
in 2014, but competed for the 
Brooklyn Nets summer league 
squad and ultimately signed 
a contract overseas with Alba 
Fehérvár of Hungary. He 
played in Greece last season, 
joining Union Kavala for the 
second year. 

“It’s been the same process 
from high school to college 
and now Europe,” Kromah 
said. “I’m always working, al-
ways trying to work my way 
up. If you keep working hard, 
opportunities are going to find 
you.”

City of Gods kept it inter-
esting down the stretch, cut-
ting the deficit to single digits 
with just under two minutes 
to play, but the squad couldn’t 
quite dig out of the early-game 
hole. Kromah didn’t achieve 
his championship goal in The 
Basketball Tournament, but 
he still managed to make a 
statement and, more impor-
tantly, did it in New York.

It wasn’t Queens, but it was 
close enough. 

BY LAURA AMATO

The United States fencing 
team will be a little more red 
than white or blue when the 
squad lands in Rio for this 
year’s Olympic Games—Red 
Storm, that is. 

St. John’s will be well rep-
resented on Team USA, with 
head fencing coach Yury 
Gelman named to the U.S. 
Fencing staff and a pair of for-
mer Red Storm standouts set 
to compete for gold. 

The 2016 Games mark 
Gelman’s fifth-straight trip 
to the Olympics as part of the 
national fencing team and the 
U.S. Fencing Hall of Famer is 
determined to help add to his 
already impressive resume in 
the sport. 

In his last Olympics, 
Gelman helped lead the Unit-
ed States men’s saber team to a 
silver medal—the team’s first 
medal since 1984.

Former St. John’s star Keeth 
Smart was also a member of the 
2012 medal-winning team. 

Now Gelman is set to help 
lead another Red Storm duo on 
the international stage. 

Dagmara Wozniak will 
make her third appearance 
at the Olympics this summer, 
competing in the women’s sa-
ber, while Daryl Homer will 
make his second appearance 
in the games, competing in the 
men’s saber. 

The former Red Storm stars 
have a strong foundation for 
their efforts. 

During the 2012 games, 
Homer finished in sixth place 
in the men’s individual saber 
competitions and Wozniak 
posted an eighth-place finish in 
the women’s individual saber. 

In 2015, Wozniak, who has 
been fencing since she was 
9 years old, earned a team 
bronze at the Senior World 
Championships as well as an 
individual and team gold at 
the Pan American Games. 

Meanwhile, Homer earned 
a silver in the men’s saber at 
the 2015 World Championship, 
under the guidance of Gelman, 

becoming the first U.S. man 
to do so. He also won a silver 
medal at the Pan American 
Championship in 2015 and 
made another appearance at 
the Senior World Champion-
ship earlier this year. 

The four-time NCAA All-
American at St. John’s is cur-
rently ranked No. 2 in the 
country and No. 7 in the world. 
Homer credits Gelman with 
his success over the years. “I 
would say that in the group 
of fencers I started with that 
I wasn’t the best,” Homer said 
in his Team USA bio. “I have 
to thank my coach for con-
tinuously working with me 
and motivating me despite my 
lackluster results as a youth.”

The 2016 games get under-
way Friday, but fencing com-
petitions won’t begin until Sat-
urday. The competition will be 
certainly be a challenge—this 
is, after all, the Olympics—but 
as far as the St. John’s athlet-
ics world is concerned, these 
former Johnnies are more 
than ready to storm Rio.

Former Red Storm fencing star Dagmara Wozniak is set to 
make her third Olympic appearance this summer, fresh off 
an individual and team gold at the Pan American Games in 2015.  

Photo Courtesy of St. John's Athletics

Lasan Kromah playing in The Basketball Tournament semifinal game between South Champions, Overseas 
Elite and the Northeast Champions, City of God, at Fordham University. Photo by Robert Cole

Red Storm fencers prepared to take Rio

A player with Jamaica roots gains global rep
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to be worth Kennedy and 
Horne’s return stateside. 

After Team Colorado dom-
inated the first half, Overseas 
Elite hit its offensive stride in 
the final 18 minutes, setting a 
blistering pace as the teams 
exchanged leads. Horne and 
Kennedy helped lead the 
charge, each notching lead-
changing buckets and record-
ing their own two-man run in 
the waning minutes of play. 

“It’s just chemistry,” 
Horne said. “When you know 
somebody well, even if you’ve 
been away from each other, 
you’ve still got the same ten-

dencies. I kind of know where 
his spots are and he knows 
where my spots are.”

Horne hit a pair of big-time 
free throws down the stretch 
and Kennedy notched a mon-
ster block, erasing a possible 
momentum shift. For good 
measure, he also hit a pair 
of free throws with 1:53 left, 
giving Overseas Elite a lead it 
would never again surrender. 

“There’s $2 million on 
the line,” said Kennedy, who 
finished with a team-best 18 
points. “You’ve got to put it all 
on the line. I wasn’t trying to 
give up any plays and I had a 
lot of opportunities. I was able 
to make some big plays for my 
team.”

The squad kept it dramat-

ic—turning the ball over on a 
final-second inbounds play—
but managed to cap off the 
comeback and notch another 
championship. 

Before they posed with 
that check, Horne and Ken-
nedy took a moment for them-
selves, clapping hands and 
silently congratulating each 
other on another victory. The 
two will go their separate 
ways—returning to their re-
spective careers—but for a 
few weeks, it was nice to be 
teammates again. 

“DJ’s like my brother,” 
Horne said. “We came in as 
freshman together and we 
grew for four years. So to play 
with him again, it’s a bless-
ing.”

Staten Island native Joseph 
DeAngelis, who was born just 
three months before Piazza 
was traded to the Mets. “My 
mom and I were at his last 
game as a Met in 2005 and we 
were at his Mets Hall of Fame 
game in 2013. Now we’re here 
the whole weekend. As soon as 
tickets went on sale, I knew we 
had to be here.”

Of course, Piazza’s legacy 
with the Mets is well docu-
mented. 

The catcher, who played 
16 years in the big leagues, 
posted a .308 career batting 
average and drove in 1,335 
runs—fourth among catchers 
all-time. He was a 12-time all 
star, winning the 1996 All-Star 
Game MVP, and captured 10 
Silver Slugger Awards. 

As far as Mets fans are con-
cerned, his induction in Coo-
perstown—not to mention last 
weekend’s slate of events—are 
a long time coming. 

“You go back all the way to 
9/11 and he carried this team. 
He was just a good ball player,” 
said Matt Schmidt of Mon-
mouth County, New Jersey. 
“He could hit and as a catcher 
he played well—the best all-

time catcher we’ve had. He re-
ally deserved to be in the Hall 
of Fame three or four years 
ago.”

Piazza’s retirement cer-
emony was the stuff of sports 
legend, the kind of moment 
that fans and players tell their 
families about. When the Hall 
of Famer walked out of the Citi 
Field dugout with tears in his 
eyes, there wasn’t a dry eye in 
stands. Piazza even did a final 
victory lap along the base lines, 
shaking hands with fans. 

By the end of the weekend, 
Mets fans weren’t entirely 
concerned with Piazza’s stats 
or his propensity for hitting 
home runs in clutch moments. 
They weren’t—at least not 
solely—concerned with the fi-
nal score in the series against 
the Rockies. 

These fans came out to 
honor their hero and while 
they were certainly moved by 
Piazza’s Hall of Fame speech 
in Cooperstown, there was 
something about seeing him 
celebrated in person that made 
all difference. 

“There was something 
about it that was just amazing 
to me,” DeAngelis said. “I was 
proud for him and I’ve never 
met him in my life. I don’t 
know him personally, but it 
was just amazing to see.”

Continued from Page 53 

Piazza
Continued from Page 53 

SJU stars
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ising yet. This is the third 
New York project for Xinyuan, 
which is currently developing  
a condo in Hells Kitchen and 
wrapping up the construction 
of an anticipated condo in Wil-
iamsburg called the Oosten 
project. The Oosten project is 
expected to be finished by the 
end of the year, when Xinyuan 
anticipates it will begin on the 
Flushing project. 

“We are very pleased to be 
developing our third major 
project in the New York resi-

dential real estate market.” 
said Yong Zhang, Xinyuan’s 
chairman, . “The location 
for this project in downtown 
Flushing is ideally situated 
particularly as there is a 
shortage of inventory in the 
higher-end condominium seg-
ment. Given the location of 
this project, we expect it will 
be appealing to both local and 
foreign buyers and investors. 
We believe our new project 
will become a unique site in 
downtown Flushing and a suc-
cessful project for our com-
pany.”

Apelian has met and 
worked with the recent pro-

spective developers of the RKO 
Keith’s

“I’ve been here 13 years and 
I’ve seen all the changes and 
everyone promises things and 
nothing happens, Maybe this 
time will be different,” Ape-
lian said. “We’re excited some-
one has intent to build and to 
build what was approved by 
the board. We’d love to meet 
them and welcome them to the 
community and hopefully they 
build a beautiful project.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

FLIP

jumped 10 points to 44 percent 
and math scores rose from 42 
to 43 percent.

Proficiency is measured as 
students who score in Level 3 
or 4 questions. This year, stu-
dents did not have a time limit 
for the first time. Addition-
ally, the tests contained fewer 
questions. State Education 
Commissioner Mary Ellen 
Elia announced that students 
could complete the exam at 
their own pace provided they 
were “working productively” 
in January. With the release of 
the test scores, she said that it 
might be difficult to compare 
2016 results to years prior.

“In addition to the increas-
es in proficiency, we saw a sub-
stantial decrease in students 

scoring at the lowest proficien-
cy level - particularly black 
and Hispanic students.  These 
students are making real 
progress towards becoming 
proficient,” Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña said. “We 
have much to celebrate today 
but no time to slow down.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), the head 
of the New York City Council’s 
Committee on Education, at-
tributed the increase in profi-
ciency among city students to 
more robust funding and re-
sources for children enrolled 
in public schools.

“Our schools continue to 
move in the right direction,” 
Dromm said. “These improve-
ments are the result of the 
city’s considerable investment 
in public education over the 
past  2 1/2 years.”

The 63 Renewal schools, 
which partner with nonprof-
its to offer additional services, 
grew faster than other city 
schools in math, according to 
the city, though the schools 
did not improve as rapidly as 
other city schools in their ELA 
test scores. English exam pro-
ficiency increased at 59 of the 
63 schools, while proficiency 
on the math exams increased 
at 40 out of the 63 schools.

The state exams were 
marked by public controversy 
over parents ‘opting-out’ their 
students from taking the tests 
to protest the Common Core 
standards. Statewide, 21 per-
cent of students opted out, 
but only 3 percent of students 
in the city did not take the 
exams. However, the number 
of students who opted out in-
creased to 12,999 from 7,904 
the year before.

other Republicans are criti-
cizing him for raising prop-
erty taxes in 2003, while ig-
noring that Martins raised 
taxes six times to a total of 31 
percent and gave himself a 61 
percent raise during his time 
as mayor of Mineola.

“Maybe Jack Martins 
used these kinds of tactics 
in Albany, but it just goes 

to show that you can’t send 
someone made in Albany to 
Fix Washington,” Suozzi said. 
According to Suozzi, voters 
have not voiced any concern 
about Martins’ attack on his 
tax hikes, but he still believes 
that the behavior of his op-
ponent is an example of the 
problems he hopes to fix in 
the nation’s capital.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

the City Board of Elections 
building in Kew Gardens to 
call upon the agency to en-
gage in a thorough review 
of the incumbent’s petitions 
filed in July, which Jung ar-
gued  had an abundance of 
signatures from out of the 
district, as well as up to 655 
individuals who have yet reg-
istered to vote.

The attorney representing 
Jung’s campaign stood before 
the BOE commissioners at the 
Manhattan hearing Tuesday 
and said he believed all the 
disputed signatures deemed 
valid by the city agency were 
incorrectly designated to 
which the commissioners re-
acted with confusion.

“Just saying that you’re 
challenging this ruling, you 
have to provide some infor-
mation as to what this erro-
neous determination was,” 
one board member at the 
hearing said.

The Jung campaign 
marked signatures which 
they contended had illegible 
addresses, many of which 
the BOE had tracked down 
to the individual and veri-
fied the information with the 
signature. One BOE member 
maintained that since the 
board was able to confirm 
the signature by contracting 

the signer and the attorney 
was not able to do this, then 
the board’s ruling would be 
final.

Jung’s attorney argued 
that he had not been given 
enough time to work on 
checking the signatures ap-
proved by the board because 
they had only received the 
worksheet to do so the day 
before  and did not have spe-
cific objections.. Queens BOE 
Commissioner Jose Miguel 
Araujo had evidence in front 
of him showing that the work-
sheet was faxed on Friday, 
July 29, four days before the 
Aug. 2 hearing..

Jung also took advantage 
of the Friday news confer-
ence to challenge nepotism 
among Board of Elections 
officials, such as the case of 
Araujo being fined $10,000 
in 2014 for hiring his wife. 
But the meeting soon went 
back on track when Jung led 
those in attendance to the 
11th floor of the BOE’s Kew 
Gardens office, and crowded 
the lobby with reporters and 
supporters to hand deliver a 
letter to Araujo, asking for an 
unbiased review of Stavisky’s 
petitions.

“The primary is sched-
uled for Sept. 13.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

and bleeding from the brain, 
prosecutors said. 

Anderson admitted to pros-
ecutors that he was involved 
in a collision with Tse’s car, 
according to the criminal 
complaint. He claimed Tse 
grabbed his sister’s arm and 
when she pulled away and 
Anderson approached Tse, he 
“made a fake maneuver” and 
fell to the ground on his own, 
according to the complaint. 

Kim met with Tse’s family 
while he was in the hospital. 
Doctors told Tse’s family that 
recovery was doubtful and as 
his condition worsened his 
family made the choice to take 
him off life support July 30, ac-
cording to Kim

“I had a chance to visit Mr. 
Tse and his family in the hos-
pital, and I saw his condition 
as he lay motionless in life 
support,” Kim said. “Words 
can’t describe what I’m feel-
ing. Vincent was one of our 
community’s unsung heroes. 
A devout Christian, he spent 
his time cooking and serving 
food at the local senior center 
to hundreds in need, especial-
ly other seniors. We are here to 
support his family in any way 
possible and make sure justice 
is served.”

Tse was remembered fond-
ly by seniors at the center. He 
volunteered there for six years 
and seniors were obviously 
emotional throughout the 
press conference, some crying 
and some chanting “justice.” 
At one point a man interrupt-
ed the press conference and 

yelled, “How can he throw a 
punch with so much force to 
kill an old man? I want to know 
what are the consequences!” 

Jane Qiu, program director 
at Rosenthal Self Help Senior 
Center , remembers Tsu, who 
volunteered at the center just a 
few days before the attack that 
left him hospitalized. “Vincent 
was a kind, warm and gener-
ous man who enjoyed serving 
others.” she said. “Everyone 
at the senior center is still 
shocked and upset about this 
incident, and we express our 
sincerest condolences to Mr. 
Tse’s family. I join our elected 
officials in calling for full jus-
tice for the assailant and in 
sending a strong message that 
we will not tolerate any attacks 
against older adults.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
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fendant as he and the officer 
posing as a minor reached 
his parked car and recovered 
$500 from his possession.

The Queens Criminal 
Court ordered Tselios to sur-

render his passport and  He 
was arraigned with bail set 
at $50,000. The next court 
date   for the defendant is 
scheduled for Aug. 12.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


