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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

New York City students 
showed improved scores in state 
exams this past year and matched 
New York State students in Eng-
lish Language Arts (ELA) scores 
for the first time since standard-
ized testing was instituted for all 
grades in 2006. City students also 
showed increased proficiency 
on math exams, and Queens stu-
dents matched the upward trends 
in both categories. The tests were 
conducted in April for students in 
grades 3-8.

Overall, English test score 
proficiency improvements from 
2015 were particularly notable 
in Queens school districts, with 
many marking proficiency in-
creases of 10 percent or more 
across demographic and geo-
graphical lines. 

In District 24, including parts 
of middle and eastern Queens, 
ELA scores went up by 7 percent 
from 2015, while math scores 
stayed steady with 40 percent 
considered proficient. District 25, 
which includes parts of Flushing, 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

LeFrak City residents 
gathered Saturday to cel-
ebrate hometown legend 
Kenny “Mr. Chibbs” An-
derson with a basketball 
tournament aimed at help-
ing the youth.  

The Lefrak City Ten-
ants Association organized 

the “Legendary Basketball 
Day” event at John F.. Ken-
nedy High School, where 
kids of all ages shot hoops 
on the basketball court 
joined by leaders, includ-
ing state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D- Corona) and commu-
nity officers to honor the 
former NBA player. There 
was also a contest to win 

an autographed basketball 
signed by Anderson. 

Kenny Anderson is best 
known for his time on the 
New Jersey Nets in the ear-
ly ‘90s.   He played for Arch-
bishop Molloy High School 
in Jamaica, where he set 
the all-time state record 
for scoring 2,621 points his 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The RKO Keith’s Theater at 
the gateway to Main Street in 
downtown Flushing will be trans-
formed into a condo — or so say 

the latest developers with a plan 
to rescue the blighted landmark.

The theater was purchased 
by Xinyuan Real Estate, a Chi-
na-based real estate developer 
and property manager. Xinyuan 

acquired the derelict building 
located at 135-35 Northern Blvd. 
for $66 million and plans to build 
a 269-unit residential building. 
Xinyuan will be the fifth develop-
er to try to convert the abandoned 

theater.
Chuck Apelian, vice chairman 

of Community Board 7, which 
oversees projects in Flushing, 
welcomed news of a new devel-
oper as long as the theater’s land-
marked lobby is preserved.

 “We hope that they build what 
was approved and we’re excited to 
get going.” he said. “We hope that 
they’ll reach out to the board and 
cooperate. We’re very hopeful 
that it’s going to happen and hap-
pen soon.

 RKO Keith’s Theater opened 
on Christmas day 1928. In its 
heyday the theater hosted perfor-
mances by mega stars Bob Hope, 
Judy Garland and Jerry Lewis. In 
1984 the theater’s lobby and stair-
case were designated landmarks 
by the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. The theater was 
closed down in 1986 and since 
then its fate has been in limbo. 

The first developer to acquire 
RKO was also the most notorious. 
In 1986 Thomas Huang purchased 
the theater for $3.4 million. 
Huang made plans to transform 
the theater into a mega mall com-
bined with condos. A series of 
problems followed, including an 
arson case in 1990 that was never 
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Anderson tourney encourages kids 

BY BILL PARRY

Phase 2 of the Queens Boulevard reconstruc-
tion project began last week in Elmhurst where 
Community Board 4 approved the plan in May, 
but without its controversial bike lanes. The fol-
lowing day Mayor Bill de Blasio ordered officials 

The Native American Pow-Wow brought crowds of both adults and kids to the Queens County Farm Museum for its 
annual celebration of the many facets of native American culture. Photo by Michael Shain

Marked gains 
in test scores 
for boro kids

Queens Blvd rebuild 
enters second phase

RKO Keith’s fi nds new owner
China-based developer buys dilapidated Flushing movie palace for $66M

Continued on Page 10

FEATHERS IN HIS CAP

New York State Sen. Jose Peralta and 
former NBA star Kenny Anderson at a 
basketball clinic in LeFrak City, where 
Anderson grew up. Photo by Gina Martinez
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elmhurst Dairy, a fix-
ture of Jamaica and one 
of the premier producers 
of milk in New York state, 
announced Wednesday it 
will close and discontinue 
its operations. For the first 
time ever, milk will not be 
bottled within the city lim-
its, according to a statement 
released by Elmhurst an-
nouncing the closure. CEO 
Henry Schwartz lamented 
the closure and the loss of 
jobs for 273 people.

“My family was dedi-
cated to trying to keep the 
plant open long past the 
years that it was economi-
cally viable because it was 
the wishes of its founder, 
Max Schwartz, that future 
generations of the family 
continue the business,” he 
said. “The family did so at 
a very high cost but is un-
able to do so without ongo-

ing losses.”
The company was found-

ed by Max and Arthur 
Schwartz at their father’s 
dairy farm in Elmhurst. 
The company eventually 
moved and expanded to a 
facility in Jamaica about 
80 years ago. Over the de-
cades, the business expand-
ed to fill 15 acres at the site 
at 155-25 Styler Rd. It be-
come the largest milk plant 
in the New York metro area 
and eventually the only 
remaining one in the city.  
Elmhurst distributed more 
than 5.6 million quarts of 
milk a week to 11 million 
customers per week at its 
height.

Several farms upstate 
supplied milk for the facil-
ity, and the company has 
provided much of the milk 
for New York City public 
schools. 

Market swings and reg-
ulatory shifts changed the 

mark for city milk process-
ing plants, however, until 
Elmhurst Dairy’s Jamaica 
plant was the only remain-
ing facility bottling milk 
in New York. Schwartz 
said he and the rest of the 
Elmhurst staff tried to find 
a way to break even in the 
market, but continued to 
suffer losses.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) released a state-
ment expressing his regret 
about the closure and frus-
tration with the slow move-
ment of progress in nego-
tiations to help Elmhurst 
survive.

“I, along with other lo-
cal elected officials, tried 
repeatedly to work with 
city and state agencies in 
order to ease the regula-
tions imposed on Elmhurst 
Dairy. Unfortunately, that 
regulatory burden made 
it impossible for the com-
pany to compete with out-

of-state vendors,” Comrie 
said. “I hope that the 273 
hardworking employees 
of Elmhurst Dairy find op-
portunity under new own-
ership.” 

In 2011, Starbucks dis-
continued a partnership 
with Elmhurst which in-
volved the coffee chain us-
ing the dairy plant’s prod-
ucts in its city locations 
that many worried would 
harm the plant. Comrie 
said the facility had dif-
ficulty bringing its trucks 
from upstate due to the 
weight of the contents, and 
the company found it diffi-
cult to maintain a competi-
tive edge in the market. He 
said it was not surprising 
the facility had closed.

“They were an impor-
tant employer in our dis-
trict,” he said.

In the statement an-
nouncing the closure, 
Schwartz said the company 

hoped to re-use the facility 
in a manner beneficial for 
the city and the surround-
ing Jamaica community.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Leaders and community 
members gathered to re-
member Flushing resident 
Vincent Chun Man Tse, 68, 
who died following a brutal 
attack  last week. 

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing) and state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
held a news conference 
Tuesday in front of the 
Rosenthal Selfhelp senior 
center in Flushing, where 
Tse volunteered for years, 
and demanded the people 
responsible for his death be 
brought to justice. 

According to a crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 
Queens district attorney, 
video surveillance shows 
Cleaman Anderson, 44, ap-
proaching Tse and striking 
him in the head, causing 
him to fall on the ground. 
When police arrived on the 

scene, they found Tse on the 
ground bleeding from the 
mouth, unable to communi-
cate and with a swollen eye, 

according to prosecutors. 
Tse was taken to New 

York Presbyterian Hospi-
tal where he was in critical 

condition for over a week, 
police said. 

He sustained a fractured 
skull, frontal and temporal 
contusions as well as swell-
ing and bleeding from the 
brain, prosecutors said. 

Anderson admitted to 
prosecutors that he was 
involved in a collision with 
Tse’s car, according to the 
criminal complaint. He 
claimed Tse grabbed his 
sister’s arm and when she 
pulled away and Anderson 
approached Tse, he “made 
a fake maneuver” and fell 
to the ground on his own, 
according to the complaint. 

Kim met with Tse’s 
family while he was in the 
hospital. Doctors told Tse’s 
family that recovery was 
doubtful and as his condi-
tion worsened his family 
made the choice to take him 
off life support July 30, ac-
cording to Kim

“I had a chance to visit 
Mr. Tse and his family in 

the hospital, and I saw his 
condition as he lay motion-
less in life support,” Kim 
said. “Words can’t describe 
what I’m feeling. Vincent 
was one of our commu-
nity’s unsung heroes. A 
devout Christian, he spent 
his time cooking and serv-
ing food at the local senior 
center to hundreds in need, 
especially other seniors. 
We are here to support his 
family in any way possible 
and make sure justice is 
served.”

Tse was remembered 
fondly by seniors at the cen-
ter. He volunteered there 
for six years and seniors 
were obviously emotional 
throughout the press con-
ference, some crying and 
some chanting “justice.” At 
one point a man interrupt-
ed the press conference and 
yelled, “How can he throw 
a punch with so much force 
to kill an old man? I want to 
know what are the conse-

quences!” 
Jane Qiu, program di-

rector at Rosenthal Self 
Help Senior Center , remem-
bers Tsu, who volunteered 
at the center just a few days 
before the attack that left 
him hospitalized. “Vin-
cent was a kind, warm and 
generous man who enjoyed 
serving others.” she said. 
“Everyone at the senior 
center is still shocked and 
upset about this incident, 
and we express our sincer-
est condolences to Mr. Tse’s 
family. I join our elected 
officials in calling for full 
justice for the assailant 
and in sending a strong 
message that we will not 
tolerate any attacks against 
older adults.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Elmhurst Dairy goes out of business
Last milk bottler in the city, a major employer, succumbs to changes in market and regulations

Elmhurst Dairy announced it would close its facility in Jamaica, 
with the loss of jobs for 273 employees. The facility was the last 
one to bottle milk in the New York metro area.

Elderly Flushing man dies following assault on street

Assemblyman Ron Kim stands with Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(l, behind poster), Council member Peter Koo, State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (to Kim's right) and Rep. Grace Meng at a rally seeking 
justice for Chun Man Tse.    Photo by Gina Martinez
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J O I N  U S  F O R  B R E K FA S T,  L U N C H  O R  D I N N E R

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.) 
NEVADADINERNY.COM

CHEF’S DAILY  
LUNCH MENU

Includes: Cup of Soup,  
Beverage and Dessert

Try our Garden Fresh Salads...  
Sandwiches, Wraps and Panini’s  
with Waffle or Sweet Potato Fries

MOUTH WATERING 
COMPLETE DINNER 

SPECIALS
Includes.. . Cup of Soup, Entree,  
Potato or Pasta and Vegetable,  
any Dessert & Coffee, Tea or Soda

MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-4PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM-10PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-11AM

GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST SPECIALS

$22.95
SERVED 12NOON-10PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

1 1/4 lb. Maine 
Lobster

Corn on the cob, baked 
potato, choice of soup 
or salad (Manhattan  

or New England  
Clam Chowder)$21.95

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

On the corner of 200th 
and Hollis avenues in St. 
Albans, a group of artists 
worked in the blistering 
sun last week on a mural 
celebrating the music, mes-
sage and legacy of the hip-
hop group A Tribe Called 
Quest. Jocelyn Goode, the 
founder of the Founder of 
CultureCocoa ArtHouse, 
designed the mural, and it 
is the second one in a series 
that began with a mural 
in honor of Run DMC two 
blocks away.

“The idea is to keep it 
going, to highlight the hip-
hop legacy in the area,” 
Goode said. “The idea is to 
put the artwork in proxim-
ity, so people can go from 
one to the next.”

The mural celebrating A 
Tribe Called Quest consists 
of five different illustra-
tions, designed to appear as 

consecutive frames on vin-
tage film strip. In Septem-
ber 2015, the owner of the 
Fine Fare Supermarket ap-
proached Goode about cre-
ating a mural on the vacant 
side of his storefront, and 
work on the mural began 
July 1. Goode is working 
with two teaching artists 
as well as five apprentices 
whom she recruited after 
working on a mural at the 
Cornerstone Community 
Center.

Goode secured grants 
from the Queens Council 
on the Arts and the Citi-
zens Committee for New 
York City to fund the cre-
ation of the mural. She 
walked along the complet-
ed frames, detailing the 
contents of each. The first 
frame featured a portrait of 
Malik ‘Phife Dawg’ Taylor, 
who died earlier this year, 
surrounded by imagery of 
the Zulu Nation. Goode said 

she had planned the mural 
prior to his death.

“My thinking is why 
wait until people die to 
honor them?” she said. “It 
just made it more pressing. 
It validated the need for the 
project.”

The second slide was 
a portrait of a different 
mural that is situated be-
neath the St. Albans Long 
Island Rail Road station on 
Linden Boulevard. Goode 
said the frame was a dual 
act of ‘homage’ for famous 
musicians from southeast 
Queens, as well as the pre-
vious artists of murals in 
the area. Goode said the St. 
Albans mural was an inspi-
ration for her from a young 
age.

“I would drive past it,” 
she said, “and it made me 
want to paint murals.”

Another slide showed a 
young girl playing a drum 
surrounded by portraits 

of seminal books by black 
authors, including “I Know 
Why The Caged Bird Sings” 
by Maya Angelou and “The 

Autobiography of Malcolm 
X.”  HAllAMODA, one of the 
two teaching artists, said the 
mural would honor the au-

thors by highlighting their 
prominence in history.

“They were very con-
troversial when they came 
out,” he said, and pointed 
out the center image. “The 
girl in the middle is tying it 
all together with music.”

Goode said she hoped to 
fund a Salt-n-Pepa mural 
after the completion of the 
mural celebrating A Tribe 
Called Quest. She offered 
a photo of the original four 
members of the group that 
would be the basis for the 
final frame in the mural. 
She said she hoped the mu-
ral would embolden artists 
and other members of  the 
community.

“Even in being dis-
placed, how do you find 
who you are? Public art-
work can validate you, even 
when society says you don’t 
matter,” she said. “Art is a 
reminder that you matter, 
that you’re here.”

Mural honors Queens hip-hop legends
Young artists create a work celebrating the music, as well as the message, of A Tribe Called Quest

The mural team includes Teaching Artist Assistant John Hailey (l-
r), Apprentice Arlyn Delaoz, Jocelyn M. Goode, the lead muralist 
and founder of CultureCocoa ArtHouse, Teaching Artist Assistant 
HAllAMODA, Apprentice Joycelyn Browne, and Apprentice Ashley 
Roberts. Andrew Griffith, who is not pictured, is another appren-
tice working on the project.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 7, 2016

5

Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY MARK HALLUM

 Volunteers arrived at 
the Olde Towne Flushing 
Burial Ground Wednesday 
to clean up the neglected 
cemetery, which holds the 
remains of African Ameri-
cans, American Indians 
and the poor from 19th cen-
tury society. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), Green 
Earth Urban Gardens Pres-
ident Maureen Regan and 
Eddy Abrams from the Olde 
Towne Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy held a 
news conference to discuss 
the historical importance 
of the land and to applaud 
the efforts of those offering 
their labor to uphold the 
dignity of the cemetery.

Koo funded the cleanup 
with $12,000 in parks equi-
ty funding.

It is estimated that there 
are about 1,000 people are 
buried in unmarked graves 
where visitors have mis-
taken the green space for a 
common park over a num-
ber of years.

“Our country has a long, 
dark history of slavery, rac-
ism and murder that we 
must never forget,” Koo 
said. “The Old Town Flush-
ing Burial Ground intends 
to honor their lives.  In 
maintaining these grounds, 
we let the bones beneath 
our feet know that the times 
have changed. However, I 

think we all know that we 
have much work still to do. 
For when we are all equal, 
we can begin to truly un-
derstand each other, and 
finally live among one an-
other in peace.”

The town of Flushing 
first purchased the land 
for a public burial ground 
in 1840 and it became the 
place where the city’s mar-
ginalized residents were 
laid to rest. In 1914, it was 
turned over to the Parks 
Department, which made 
it into a playground in 1936 
and the headstones were 
removed.

A revival came about 
when community activ-
ist and Bayside resident 
Mandingo Tshaka took a 
personal interest in the 
burial ground located on 
46th Avenue between 164th 
and 165th streets, across 
from Flushing Cemetery. A 
movement began to reclaim 
the land in honor of the 
black people and American 
Indians who are still bur-
ied there in contradiction 
to the city administrative 
code  pertaining to cemeter-
ies in that there was no ef-
fort to relocate the bodies.

The last time the burial 
ground received proper 
attention was in August 
2015, and the upkeep was 
long overdue. This was an 
extensive renovation spear-
headed  by Tshaka and ex-
ecuted by then Flushing 

Councilman John Liu.  The 
burial ground  still does not 
receive the regular main-
tenance it needs, but as a 
lawn mower drove across 
the open field and teenag-
ers raked at the hedges 
Wednesday, onlookers 
could see the space shaping 
up. 

Although it is not known 
where the original head-
stones ended up, the Parks 
Department built a memo-
rial wall along the eastern 
edge of the grounds where 
there are at least two stones 
which been engraved with 
names and dates of death 
as a throwback to the days 
when actual markers for 
the dead existed. 

Members of the conser-
vancy are not pleased with 
the memorial wall because 
the stones are not held to-
gether with mortar, which 
means people move them 
around. According to the 
daughter of one member, 
the names in the stones 
are “bootleg,” or in some 
way false representation of 
who actually rests beneath 
the soil.  The ultimate goal 
would be to push for a more 
prominent and secure mon-
ument.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Koo allocates funding 
to clean up burial ground

Olde Towne of Flushing burial ground was cleaned up, courtesy of allocations from Councilman Peter 
Koo and activist groups who want to cast light on the cemetery's history. Photo by Mark Hallum
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) stood with 
Broadway-Flushing resi-
dents in front of a so-called 
“zombie” home asking the 
city to clean up the aban-
doned property. The house, 
on 25-18 163rd St., is caught 
up in fraudulent mortgage 
activity and is in the pro-
cess of being foreclosed 
by one of its two mortgage 
holders, according to Avel-
la. 

The residence is one of 
many “zombie” dwellings 
in Avella’s district, houses 
that have been abandoned 
for years and are falling 
apart, with no one taking 
responsibility. The owners 
of the 163rd Street property 
took out two mortgages at 
over $100,000, Avella said. 
At least one of the mortgag-
es was involved in a scheme 
to defraud investors, who 
were part of a pension plan 
in Virginia. The mortgage 
was sold as part of a pack-
age of bad loans, according 
to Avella. The people be-
hind putting together the 
bad mortgages are now in 
jail, he said.  

Last month Gov. Cuo-
mo signed a new law that 
aims to eliminate “zombie” 
properties. The law will go 
into effect Dec. 20 and will 
require banks and mort-
gage servicers who manage 
loans to maintain  these 
dilapidated homes and find 
a way to expedite the fore-
closure process to avoid 

having these houses blight 
neighborhoods for years.

Avella has personally 
reached out to both of the 
mortgage holders of the 
property and will speak to 
the lender. 

“I am waiting to hear 
back from this lender and 
will demand that they take 
immediate action to clean 
up this property and to re-
move the derelict vehicle as 
well,”  he said. “I will also 
ask this lender to expedite 
their foreclosure process to 
the extent possible under 
the law and remind them 
that their obligations as a 
lien holder are soon to in-
crease with the enactment 
of this new law, so it is in 
their best interest to act 
quickly before they are sub-
ject to significant fines of 
up to $500 per day.”

Avella  pointed out the 

contrast between the run-
down home and the well-
kept homes in the neighbor-
hood. 

“This property is in hor-
rendous condition with un-
sightly tarps draped over 
the entire roof.  The rest of 
the outside is broken and 
dilapidated and grass and 
weeds are growing up to 4 
feet high.” he said. “On top 
of that there is an obviously 
abandoned vehicle that’s 
been sitting on this prop-
erty for a very long time. 
To make matters worse, 
this property is a large cor-
ner property in the midst 
of a beautiful and tranquil 
residential community, 
which is completely over-
shadowed by this zombie 
property which casts a pall 
of desperation and decline 
over the entire neighbor-
hood.” 

BY MARK HALLUM

A former substitute 
special education teacher 
from Bayside was charged 
Monday with an attempt-
ed criminal sexual act 
after being arrested in an 
Internet sting, the Queens 
district attorney’s office 
said.

The suspect, Chris-
topher Tselios, 28, alleg-
edly arranged to meet a 
14-year-old girl for oral sex 
in exchange for $500 cash, 
but the victim turned out 
to be an undercover law 
enforcement officer, pros-
ecutors said.

Tselios  was a substi-
tute teacher with the city 
Department of Education 
until 2015 and claimed to 
be planning a permanent 
relocation to South Korea 
to teach kindergarten. 
The Queens DA said the 
South Korean Consulate 
was notified to prevent 
the suspect from travel-
ing to their country with-
out knowledge of his legal 
standing in the United 
States   . 

 He was also charged 
with attempting to pass 
along indecent material 
to a minor, to patronize a 
prostitute and to endan-
ger the welfare of a child, 
the DA said. Tselios faces 
up to four years in prison 
if convicted.

“This case underscores 
the crucial importance 
of Internet surveillance 

initiative by law enforce-
ment to protect children 
from sexual predators,” 
DA Richard Brown said. 
“This case, and the many 
others my office has pros-
ecuted, should serve as a 
warning to parents that 
they must closely monitor 
their children’s Internet 
activities. Despite the nu-
merous publicized arrests 
for exactly this type of 
alleged behavior, sexual 
predators continue to re-
lentlessly scour the Inter-
net for victims. Do not let 
your child become one of 
them.”

An NYPD vice detec-
tive posing as an underage 
teenage girl responded to 
a Craigslist post looking 
for “fun with a teen or 
younger” July 26, the DA’s 
office said. The suspect 
responded and explicitly 
asked for the girls age, the 
DA said. As the conversa-

tion progressed the sus-
pect was sent photos of a 
female undercover officer, 
according to prosecutors.

 Tselios attempted to 
meet with whom he be-
lieved to be a young girl 
July 29 at a Forest Hills 
eatery, the DA said. The 
rendezvous was set for 11 
p.m. and the undercover 
female officer who was de-
picted in the photos sent to 
Tselios was waiting for the 
suspect to arrive. Police 
arrested the defendant as 
he and the officer posing 
as a minor reached his 
parked car and recovered 
$500 from his possession.

The Queens Criminal 
Court ordered Tselios to 
surrender his passport 
and  He was arraigned 
with bail set at $50,000. 
The next court date   for 
the defendant is scheduled 
for Aug. 12.

Eyesore examined 
Avella calls to remove abandoned ‘zombie’ homes

State Senator Avella stands with residents in front of a zombie house 
in Flushing.  Photo by Gina Martinez

Ex-teacher from Bayside 
arrested in sex sting: DA

A Bayside school teacher is arrested for using Craigslist to so-
licit sex from what he thought was an underage girl. 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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solved. Huang was accused 
of destroying historic parts 
of the theater and in 1997 
he pleaded guilty to letting 
10,000 gallons of heating oil 
spill into the basement of 
the theater. He served five 
years probation and paid a 
$5,000 fine. 

Following Huang were a 
series of developers whose 
plans never got off the 
ground. In 2002 developer 
Shaya Boymelgren bought 
the building from Huang 
for $15 million but lost it to 
foreclosure. Patrick Thomp-
son then bought the theater 
in 2010 for $20 million and 
planned to build a Condo 
but sold it to JK Equities, 
which put the theater up for 
sale in February after pur-
chasing RKO Keith’s for $30 
million in 2013. 

Xinyuan, listed on the 
New York Stock Exchange,  

is the latest developer to 
take up the challenge and 
the most promising yet. 
This is the third New York 
project for Xinyuan, which 
is currently developing  a 
condo in Hells Kitchen and 
wrapping up the construc-
tion of an anticipated condo 
in Wiliamsburg called the 
Oosten project. The Oosten 
project is expected to be fin-
ished by the end of the year, 
when Xinyuan anticipates 
it will begin on the Flush-
ing project. 

“We are very pleased 
to be developing our third 
major project in the New 
York residential real estate 
market.” said Yong Zhang, 
Xinyuan’s chairman, . “The 
location for this project in 
downtown Flushing is ide-
ally situated particularly as 
there is a shortage of inven-
tory in the higher-end con-
dominium segment. Given 
the location of this project, 
we expect it will be appeal-

ing to both local and for-
eign buyers and investors. 
We believe our new project 
will become a unique site 
in downtown Flushing and 
a successful project for our 
company.”

Apelian has met and 
worked with the recent pro-
spective developers of the 
RKO Keith’s

“I’ve been here 13 years 
and I’ve seen all the chang-
es and everyone promises 
things and nothing hap-
pens, Maybe this time will 
be different,” Apelian said. 
“We’re excited someone has 
intent to build and to build 
what was approved by the 
board. We’d love to meet 
them and welcome them to 
the community and hope-
fully they build a beautiful 
project.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Keith’s

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE MUSSELS

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

July 19, 2015
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Whitestone and College 
Point, saw a 10 percent in-
crease in ELA scores to 53 
percent, while math scores 
improved one point to 59 
percent. 

In District 26, which in-
cludes Bayside and Douglas-
ton, ELA scores increased 
by 7 percent to 66 percent, 
while math scores went 
from 70 to 71 percent. In 
District 27, which includes 
parts of Far Rockaway and 
Woodhaven, English scores 
went up 7 points to 37 per-
cent, while math scores de-
creased by one point to 33 
percent, the only percent-
age decrease on record in 
the borough. 

District 28, which 
stretches from Forest Hills 
to South Jamaica, saw an 
8 percent ELA increase 
to 43 percent, while math 
held steady at 41 percent. 
In District 29, which in-
cludes parts of eastern 
Queens such as St. Albans 
and Rosedale, ELA scores 
jumped  8 points to 33 per-
cent ,while math went up by 
one to 26 percent.  And in 
District 30, which includes 
parts of Sunnyside, Asto-
ria and Woodside, English 
scores jumped 10 points to 
44 percent and math scores 
rose from 42 to 43 percent.

Proficiency is measured 
as students who score in 
Level 3 or 4 questions. 
This year, students did not 
have a time limit for the 
first time. Additionally, 
the tests contained fewer 
questions. State Education 
Commissioner Mary El-
len Elia announced that 
students could complete 
the exam at their own pace 
provided they were “work-
ing productively” in Janu-
ary. With the release of the 
test scores, she said that it 
might be difficult to com-
pare 2016 results to years 
prior.

“In addition to the in-
creases in proficiency, we 
saw a substantial decrease 
in students scoring at the 
lowest proficiency level 
- particularly black and 
Hispanic students.  These 
students are making real 
progress towards becom-
ing proficient,” Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
said. “We have much to cel-
ebrate today but no time to 
slow down.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), the 
head of the New York City 
Council’s Committee on 
Education, attributed the 
increase in proficiency 
among city students to 
more robust funding and 
resources for children en-
rolled in public schools.

“Our schools continue 
to move in the right direc-
tion,” Dromm said. “These 
improvements are the re-
sult of the city’s consider-
able investment in public 
education over the past  2 
1/2 years.”

The 63 Renewal schools, 
which partner with non-
profits to offer additional 
services, grew faster than 
other city schools in math, 
according to the city, 
though the schools did not 
improve as rapidly as other 
city schools in their ELA 
test scores. English exam 
proficiency increased at 59 
of the 63 schools, while pro-
ficiency on the math exams 
increased at 40 out of the 63 
schools.

The state exams were 
marked by public contro-
versy over parents ‘opting-
out’ their students from tak-
ing the tests to protest the 
Common Core standards. 
Statewide, 21 percent of stu-
dents opted out, but only 3 
percent of students in the 
city did not take the exams. 
However, the number of 
students who opted out in-
creased to 12,999 from 7,904 
the year before.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Test scores
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O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

Introducing new chef NEAL MYERS  
and his new menu line-up
Great food and service  
are always on the menu

New menu selections of 
appetizers, sandwiches, entrees 

and featuring a new large 
seafood menu

All selections are memorable  
from first sight to the last bite

SERVING THE METROPOLITAN AREA WITH GREAT FOOD & GREAT TIMES FOR OVER 83 YEARS

Intr
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Neal Myers has returned to 

NYC after a three-year hiatus 

in the White Mountains of New 

Hampshire, where he was the 

Executive Chef at the Wentworth 

Hotel.

Chef Myers previously was the 

Executive Chef of some of the best steak houses in NYC such as 

Bobby Vans, The Palm Restaurant and Ben Benson’s where Bob 

Hope once exclaimed “There is a real chef in the kitchen.”

Neal was also the Executive Chef of George O’Neill’s on 50th Street. 

So now Neal has come full circle to be with the O’Neill Family again. 

“It has always been my dream to work with George O’Neill again” 

Chef Myers says.

Come to O’NEILL’S and experience mouth watering 

cuisine under the guidance of Chef Neal Myers. 

You’ll be glad you did.

O’Neill’s Restaurant and Catering  

HAPPENINGS at 

O’NEILL’S
NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF

Pictured left to right,  

George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers

Open for breakfast, lunch  
and dinner 7 days a week

Catering for all occasions.  
Rooms available for up to  

200 people

FREE valet parking

FREE delivery 7 days a  
week starting at 11 a.m.
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freshman year. Through-
out his career he contin-
ued to break records and 
played for multiple teams, 
including the Boston Celt-
ics and Los Angeles Clip-
pers. 

Malikah Shabazz, 
president of the LeFrak 
Tenants Association, or-
ganized the event. She said 
it was to mark Anderson’s 
contributions to the com-
munity and to inspire kids 
who live there as well. 

“I know how much bas-
ketball means to the chil-
dren,” she said. “So I said 
what can I do to not only 
say thank you but to lift 
the spirits of the kids in 
our community, because 
there is so much going 
on?  I decided to reach out 
to Kenny Anderson, he’s 
always given to our com-
munity, and I wanted to 
do something personally 
for him. I wanted the chil-
dren to have something 
of value from him, some-
thing they can always 
cherish so I had him sign 

the ball.” 
Anderson spoke about 

the importance of return-
ing home and giving back 
to kids. 

“I’ve always been com-
ing back to my neighbor-
hood and helping kids.” he 
said. “I lost my mother in 
2005, but she was always 
telling me ‘never forget 
where you came from.’ 
so I always go back and 
pay it forward. And I’m 
not always talking about 
money but yourself, give 
yourself, give your time to 
the youth, give these guys 
some hope. Some of these 
kids are just like me. I 
just had a mentor. All 
these people from LeFrak 
mentored me and saved 
me from going left. When 
I could have easily went 
left, I went right and it’s 
always been a blessing, 
so I always try to come 
back.”

Anderson is also work-
ing on his documentary 
“Mr. Chibbs” due to come 
out this year .  The ex-
ecutive producer is Barry 
Greenstien, who gave out 
free t shirts to children at 
the tournament. 

“My documentary is 
coming out, ‘Mr. Chibbs,’ 
and the slogan is “basket-
ball is easy, life is hard.” 
Anderson said. “It’s some-
thing I really believe, you 
have to work extremely 
hard to make dreams 
come true. Sometimes the 
route, while you’re going, 
will get hard. You’re going 
to doubt yourself but you 
have to keep fighting and 
just work.”

Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D- 
Elmhurst) was the prima-
ry sponsor of the event, 
providing kids beverages 
and snacks as they played 
basketball.

 “There is no way a 
huge event like this with 
such a huge star could 
be passed up, she had to 
support,” her spokesman 
said. “She’s excited to 
team up with the organiz-
ers, specifically Malika 
Shabazz, to make sure to-
day’s event is not just good 
but great.” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Anderson
at the city DOT to ignore CB 
4 and include the bike lanes 
as the $100 million project 
pushes through Elmhurst 
to Rego Park from 74th 
Street to Eliot Avenue.

“We have removed park-
ing along the medians and 
are currently working on 
the pedestrian ramps at 
Broadway and Grand Av-
enue,” a DOT spokesman 
said. “We are also current-
ly water blasting existing 
marks in preparation for 
new marking to be put in its 
place. The Phase II project 
is expected to be completed 
by this fall.”

CB 4 declined to com-
ment, but street safety ad-
vocates and cyclists are ap-
plauding the traffic calming 
measures. The stretch of 
Queens Boulevard between 
74th Street and Eliot Av-
enue saw 777 total injuries 
and five fatalities between 
2010 and 2014, according to 
the DOT. 

“I think the Phase 2 
implementation is going to 
be really great and show off 

the mass of cyclists not only 
commuting to Manhattan, 
but also connecting to exist-
ing and planned bike routes 
through Elmhurst, Corona, 
Jackson Heights, Glendale, 
Maspeth and Rego Park,” 
said Make Queens Safer Co-
founder Cristina Furlong. “ 
I ride the existing Phase 1 
route weekly and I’ve seen 
that the motor vehicle traf-
fic is far more organized. 
DOT refers to it as ‘predict-
able movements’. Having 
that saves lives and helps 
all road users navigate 
whether they are crossing 
Queens Boulevard to the 
subway or trying to make 
their morning drive a bit 
less trafficky.”

Furlong is also a mem-
ber of Queens Bike Initia-
tive, a group working to 
create a bicycle greenway 
connecting the parks in the 
borough. Many of its mem-
bers witnessed the chaotic 
scene inside the ballroom of 
Italian Charities of Amer-
ica the night CB 4 voted to 
reject the bike lanes.

“I have a friend who 
bikes from Queens Col-
lege to Manhattan regu-
larly. Phase 2 is going to 

unite neighborhoods and 
neighbors whether they 
are walking or biking. We 
are going to see a far more 
civilized route for every-
one, including drivers,” 
Furlong said. “There are 
seriously hundreds of teens 
riding across our borough.  
We will be able to see them 
now, when they start using 
the new route. Those who 
complain that it isn’t being 
used, will finally see num-
bers, which are not only the 
kids but so many older men 
and women. I can’t wait to 
see them on Queens Boule-
vard, which will be a much 
safer route than what we 
have anywhere in the bor-
ough right now.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Qns Blvd

Weigh in on the issues 
that matter to Queens 

by writing a letter to the 
editor. Send your opinions 

or comments to
 timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com
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Located Right Next to Our 
Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Scan To Join Our Mailing List for
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


