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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The city Department of 
Buildings has found multiple 
massage parlors in Murray 
Hill have been operating ille-
gally after a lawmaker asked 
the agency to investigate their 
status.

The four massage parlors 
along 162nd Street between 
46th Avenue and Northern 
Boulevard were all under in-
vestigation after residents 
raised concerns to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) They 
informed Avella that suspect-
ed illegal activities were tak-
ing place. In response, Avella 
contacted DOB, NYPD and the 
Queens district attorney’s of-
fice in December.

The DA informed Avella 
that the section chief of the Hu-
man Trafficking Unit would be 
asking NYPD’s Vice Enforce-
ment Division to help look 
into the parlors, according to 
Avella. The DOB investigated 
the houses where the massage 
parlors are located and found  
that two locations in the Mur-
ray Hill area were operating 
illegal adult/physical cultural 
establishments, which the 
city defines as health clubs or 
gyms, without a permit.  Two 
others violated the certificate 

BY MARK HALLUM

The Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District 
held its annual meeting in the 
Magnolia Room of Bourbon 
Street Restaurant Monday to 
discuss a new street lamp pro-
gram and progress on the plan 
to build a parking garage on 
41st Avenue.

Executive Director Lyle 
Sclair, Chairman Dominick 
Bruccoleri and guest speaker 
Matt Mamak led the meeting.

The meeting kicked off 
with board member elections. 
The same board members rep-
resenting landlords from last 
year were approved by a vote 
of 15, while commercial ten-
ants from last year were voted 
back in by a vote of 14.

When it came time to re-
elect Mitchell Catanzano, the 
board member who represents 
the residents, former BID 
Director Gregg Sullivan pro-
tested that since Catanzano 
had been absent at prior meet-
ings, he should not be allowed 
to hold the position. He voiced 
concern that the residents 
were not receiving representa-
tion in the BID. Sullivan was 
the only abstention and the 
slate for the board of directors 
from last year passed.

Sclair ran through the ini-
tiatives the BID has worked 
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Howard Beach was rocked 
by the Aug. 2 murder of Karina 
Vetrano, who was found stran-
gled in the marshland area of 
Spring Creek Park after going 
on a jog. Police were devoting 
extensive resources to finding 
her killer as her funeral and a 
town hall meeting were held 

this past week at St. Helen’s 
Church in Howard Beach. The 
NYPD has posted a reward of 
$20,000 for information lead-
ing to Vetrano’s killer, and 
family members have set up 
a GoFundMe page to raise a 
separate reward that exceeded 
$100,000 as of Wednesday.

There had been no arrests 
as of press time, and at the town 
hall meeting community resi-
dents expressed worry about 
neighborhood safety and what 
to do about the heavily weeded 
area of the remote park where 
Vetrano’s body was found.

See coverage on Pages 4, 5.

Of the 20 people on every dragon boat, the drummer who beats out the rhythm for the rowers may be 
the most important—as demonstated by this young woman competing in the Hong Kong-style races 
last weekend in Flushing Meadows Park. See coverage on Pages 9, 20. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Avella wants  
massage spas 
probed by DA

Runner’s death stuns neighborhood

Bayside BID pushes garage
Business group eyes fi ve-tier parking lot off Bell Blvd. as lamp post plans gel

DRAGON BEAT
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BY MARK HALLUM

United Food and Commer-
cial Workers Union Local 342 
representatives were picket-
ing outside the Food Universe 
in Bayside at 35-10 Francis 
Lewis Blvd. last week and 
passing cars honked their 
support for the protestors and 
their giant inflatable rat. 

 Union representatives Bill 
Wallace, Denis Henry and 
Peter Iacono said the union 
filed various complaints with 
the NLRB alleging legal vio-
lations of federal labor laws 
against six locations of Key 
Foods, the entity which owns 
Food Universe.  The NLRB 
has scheduled a hearing on 
the union’s allegations Sept. 
19 before one an administra-
tive law judge in Brooklyn.

The Bayside location of 
Food Universe was formerly a 
Waldbaums, a Great Atlantic 
& Pacific Tea Company hold-
ing, which was purchased in 
November 2015 after filing 
for bankruptcy. According 
to the legal complaint filed 
by the NLRB, allegations 
against Key Food included 
but were not limited to laying 
off employees without first 
bargaining with the union 
after the company purchased 

the store. Other accusations 
made by the UFCW directed 
at other Key Food stores in 
the city where strikes are 
currently taking place were 
that employees had been de-
moted or had their wages cut 
in violation of their union 
contract.

“The communities where 
we are striking have been 
incredibly supportive of the 
Key Food workers – very 
willing to take their business 
elsewhere until these employ-
ers do what is right by their 
employees,” Kate McDowell, 
a spokeswoman for Local 342, 
said.

The picket on the corner 
of Francis Lewis Boulevard 
and 35th Avenue is small, 
and consists mainly of union 
reps. According to McDowell, 
this is because the employ-
ees represented by the union 
have been forced out. 

Wallace, Henry and Iacono 
were at the location to distrib-
ute fliers to potential custom-
ers informing them of the un-
fair practice suit against the 
owners and requesting they 
shop elsewhere. The fliers 
list alternate locations where 
shoppers can buy groceries, 
such as Dan’s Key Food at 153 
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 BY GINA MARTINEZ

After more than five years 
of construction, the new149th 
Street bridge in Murray Hill 
is finally open in a move that 
should help the area’s busi-
ness community, which is 
largely composed of Korean-
owned businesses, recover 
some of their losses. The on-
going bridge problems have 
closed off a major street in the 
neighborhood, blocking traf-
fic and making it difficult for 
potential customers to reach 
businesses. 

The bridge over the Long 
Island Rail Road tracks has 
had a long history of setbacks 
and false starts. It was first 
barricaded in 2010 for recon-
struction and set to open in 
November 2011. Construction 
ended in May 2011, but defects 
were found and city Depart-
ment of Transportation never 
allowed the bridge to reopen. 
In 2014 lawmakers announced 
that the bridge would need to 
be completely rebuilt. 

The city sued the construc-
tion company, Gandhi Engi-
neering, for “breach of contract 
and professional malpractice,” 
according to court documents 
filed in State Supreme Court. 

After another set of delays, 
work on the new bridge actu-
ally began in November 2015. 
Perfetto Contracting Co. took 
over construction and the 
bridge was finally completed 
last week. 

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) was 
joined by Councilman Peter 
Koo (D- Flushing), Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
and state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) in announc-
ing the opening of the bridge. 
Queens Borough DOT Com-
missioner Nicole Garcia and 
members of the 149th Street 
Merchants association also 
joined the ribbon-cutting. 

“I am so happy to finally 
cross the 149th Street bridge 
off my list of things to do,” 
Stavisky said. “After five years 
of frustration, countless meet-
ing and phone calls, I cannot 
tell you how relieved I am. The 
Murray Hill business com-
munity will no longer face fi-
nancial struggles because of a 
damaged bridge and residents 
will not have to walk past this 
eyesore again.” 

During construction sur-
rounding businesses suffered. 
Many businesses were forced 
to shut down. Young Hwan 

Kim, president of the Murray 
Hill Merchants Association, 
acknowledged the challenge.

“Over the past six years 
due to the delayed 149th Street 
bridge reconstruction, there 
was an enormous damage to 
the minority-owned small 
businesses nearby,” he said 
via a translator. “However, 
Sen. Toby Stavisky and her 
staff actively fought for this 
long-neglected neck of woods 
and finally brought the open-
ing of bridge with help from 
DOT. We merchants deeply ap-
preciate .... all endeavors.”

In addition to opening the 
bridge, the DOT installed two-
hour metered parking . The 
meters will ensure quicker 
turnover so that patrons will 
have more parking available. 

“Reopening the 149th 
Street bridge puts it back on 
the map for pedestrians, driv-
ers and bicyclists,” Garcia 
said. “By restoring all access 
to this important north-south 
connection in the Murray 
Hill transportation network, 
we are making it easier for 
residents to get to their homes, 
students and seniors to meet 
friends and customers to visit 
local businesses.”

Continued on Page 46

UFCW Local 342 reps are striking in front of the Food Universe, a Key 
Food company, in Bayside in response to unfair labor practice charg-
es filed by the union. Photo by Mark Hallum

Flushing officials join local business owners in cutting a ribbon for the 149th Street bridge opening. 
Photo by Gina Martinez

Bayside grocery store 
provokes union strike

Bridge fi nally open
After six years the Murray Hill overpass has been replaced
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BY MARK HALLUM

Construction on the house 
formerly owned by federal 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis at 
218-15 40th Ave. in Bayside had 
a stop work order slapped on 
it in July due to revocation of 
the owners’ Alt-1 permit after 
the once stately home was torn 
down.  

A spokesman for the city 
Department of Buildings said 
the owners have filed for a 
permit for an entire new build-
ing, but have not yet been ap-
proved.

The large home became the 
object of controversy in April 
after neighbor Bonnie Skala 
Kiladitis noticed the renova-
tions taking a turn for the ex-
treme.

The owners of the property 
were ordered to file for a new 
work permit in June, a DOB 
spokesman said. They no lon-
ger qualified for an alteration 
permit and were required  to 
apply for a new building per-
mit if they were approved. But 

according to a July 14 filing on 
the DOB website, the depart-
ment revoked the Alt-1 after 
an inspection and a stop work 
order was placed on the site.

The Department of Build-
ings said the owner, who goes 
by the name Lisa, had origi-
nally filed for an Alt-1 permit 
restricting renovation to less 
than 50 percent of the original 
structure. The plans submit-
ted to the DOB depict an up-
date which would extend the 
front of the house a few feet. 
However,  neighbors began 
to worry as the roof was torn 
off, followed by the top floor of 
the three-level structure. Fi-
nally, the home was reduced to 
ground level. 

Garaufis’ house is believed 
to have been built circa 1890 
and was the one of the person-
al residences of the Lawrence 
family, influential members of 
the early Bayside community. 
A study conducted by Bayside 
Historical Society Treasurer 
Paul Graziano found the Law-
rence Estate eligible for the 

National and State Register 
of Historic Places. This rec-
ognition, however, carries no 
protection from demolition or 
alteration.

As the controversy, nur-
tured by Kiladitis, daughter 
of late community activist 
Frank Skala, grew, elected 

officials became involved in 
the fate of the house on 40th 
Avenue and looked to it as an 
example of a zoning violation 
epidemic in the community. 
A spokesman for Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) said 
legislation is being drawn up 
to be introduced in the fall 

which will restrict work from 
continuing during the limbo 
period between a “notice to re-
voke” being applied to a work 
permit and the actual hearing 
to conclude if owners are in 
violation of their permit.

“Our community will not 
stand idly on the sidelines 
when homeowners and devel-
opers come into our neighbor-
hoods and deceitfully try to 
circumvent building codes,” 
Vallone said. “This type of 
blatant disregard of building 
permit requirements and de-
liberate overdevelopment will 
never be accepted in our com-
munity.”

Among other elected of-
ficials fighting for stronger 
regulations are  state Assem-
blyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) and state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), who 
each reached out to the De-
partment of Buildings to see 
that the activity of the current 
owners of the historic proper-
ty was stopped in its tracks.

What little remains of what was once the historic Bayside home of feder-
al Judge Nicholas Garaufis has been reduced to ground level and a stop 
work order served in response to an inspection which found the current 
owners in violation of their Alt-1 permit. Photo by Michael Shain 

Garaufi s house renovation permit revoked 
City agency issues stop work order after owner demolishes historic Bayside home

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.

• Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
• Leg, Low Back Weakness
• Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
• Diffi culty Walking
• Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
• Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
• Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Acupuncture• 
Physical Therapy• 
Chiropractic• 
Occupational Therapy• 
Diagnostic Testing• 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome• 
Hydromassage• 

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 12–18, 20164    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BY PATRICK DONACHIE 

Hundreds gathered at St. 
Helen’s Church in Howard 
Beach Saturday to mourn 
the death of Karina Vetrano, 
with many inside the church 
having to stand to fit into 
the space. Like the town hall 
meeting that would be held 
two days later, the church set 
up loudspeakers outside to let 
those who could not enter hear 
the eulogies for the 30-year-old 
jogger who was found mur-
dered earlier that week.

Firefighters from nearby 
station houses were among 
those outside, creating a line 
at the entrance to the church. 
Vetrano’s father Phil,  a retired 
FDNY firefighter, was among 
the speakers during the funer-

al. Mourners and well-wishers 
tied white ribbons around 
lampposts and trees along the 
route to the church.

“She lived every day as if it 
were her last, getting the very 
most out of every second,”  he 
said. “She was my life and 
words cannot say how much I 
love her.”

Cathy Vetrano also spoke 
before the crowd of attendees 
and in honor of her daughter 
she read a poem that she  sent 
her daughter  in 2003 that de-
scribed her as as having the 
“heart of a lion” and the “soul 
of a lamb.”

Father Francis Colamaria, 
the pastor for the church, de-
livered the homily for the fu-
neral mass, addressing a fam-
ily and a community that had 

been stunned by the murder.
“This parish, this family, 

this neighborhood, this city 
is gathered here in prayer, 
wracked by grief, at the loss of 
Karina,” he said. “She is now 
counted as one of our parishio-
ners beyond the grave, and she 
will not be forgotten.”

He also cautioned against 
those who may speak with 
“words of hate and words of 
vengeance,” saying that they 
would do nothing to honor the 
life Vetrano led, and briefly al-
luded to the killer, saying that 
he would face God’s judgment 
and vengeance.

Outside the funeral, friends 
and relatives carried the coffin 
to the hearse. It is customary 
for pall bearers from a funeral 
home to carry the casket.

Additional reporting by 
Michael Shain. Reach reporter 
Patrick Donachie by e-mail at 

pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Police doubled the reward 

for information leading to 
Karina Vetrano’s killer to 
$20,000 as authorities contin-
ued to search for clues in the 
mysterious murder of the How-
ard Beach jogger. The victim’s 
family also announced a fund 
to raise a reward that quickly 
exceeded more than $100,000.

The news comes after a tu-
multuous week for the Vetrano 
family and the larger Howard 
Beach community, marked by 
Vetrano’s funeral Saturday at 
St. Helen’s Catholic Church at 
157-10 83rd St. and a packed 
town hall meeting for worried 
residents held at the same spot 
Monday evening.

Karina Vetrano, 30, was 
last seen leaving her Howard 
Beach home shortly after 5 
p.m. Aug, 2 for an afternoon 
jog. According to authori-
ties, she entered the remote 
Spring Creek Park, which is 
part of the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, onto a path 
surrounded by high weeds. 
Vetrano often ran with her fa-
ther, a retired firefighter, but 
he did not accompany her that 
day due to pain in his back. Ac-
cording to police, she texted a 
friend on her run. 

Police responded to calls 
of her missing at about 7 p.m., 
and her body was found in the 
park’s marshland area later 
that evening. Police said she 
was sexually assaulted and 
strangled to death.

Vetrano was a graduate 
of St. John’s University and 
worked as a caterer at the 
nearby Vetro Restaurant in 
Howard Beach.  She was also 

a speech pathologist.
At the town hall meeting, 

investigators hesitated to go 
into specifics about the inves-
tigation, but did say they had 

retrieved video recordings 
from private individuals or 
businesses and interviewed 
hundreds of people. Incoming 
Chief of Department Carlos 

Gomez and Deputy Inspector 
Michael Kemper were on hand 
and praised the community 
for its cooperation.

“I’ve never seen the level of 
communication between po-
lice and community that I’ve 
seen in the past week and I’m 
being sincere,” Kemper said. 
“The best in the world are on 
this case.”

Kemper said there were 
currently no persons of inter-
est but evidence was recovered 
at the scene and the authori-
ties were questioning sex of-
fenders.  He also said there was 
no reason to believe there was 
a connection with the Sunday 
murder of a New York jogger 
in Massachusetts, although 
he said the two police de-
partments were “comparing 
notes.”

Hundreds of community 
members packed the pews and 
lined the walls of the church 
during the town hall meet-
ing, with the questions and 
answers amplified through 
loudspeakers outside of the 
church for the overflow crowd 
who could not enter because of 
the lack of space. 

Many of the questions re-
volved around safety issues in 
“the weeds,” or the ‘Baja’, as it 
is called by some community 
members, which hide the path 
from view. During the meet-
ing, Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz announced 
that she had allocated funding 
for  NYPD cameras to be set up 
on the streets outside the park.

Tearful friends and family act as pallbearers after an emotional funer-
al for Vetrano at St. Helen's Church in Howard Beach. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Neighborhood weeps for one of 

Hundreds of Howard Beach residents flocked to a town meeting days after the murder of Karina Vetrano, 
whose spirit was captured in the memorial card handed out at her funeral.  Photo by Michael Shain

Karina Vetrano remembered: She loved life
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“I wish it had been there 
previously, but it’s there now,” 
she said. “You enter there and 
exit there, you’re going to be 
filmed.”

An audience member ques-
tioned if cameras on the street 
would be able to see the path 
through weeds that stretch 
higher than 10 feet, and a 
friend of the Vetrano family 
said proper funding was need-
ed to protect Howard Beach, 
which she called an “urban 
community with a national 

park.”
“The biggest thing that 

worries me is that we need 
a plan in place to secure the 
park like every other national 
park is secured. This is not a 
conversation that has come up 
because of the murder of Kar-
ina,” she said, referring to a 
history of back and forth with 
federal agencies. 

Though the exterior of the 
park is city property, the in-
terior of Spring Creek Park, 
along with the entirety of the 

Gateway National Recreation 
Area, is owned by the federal 
government and managed by 
the National Park Service. The 
26,607-acre area extends from 
Queens through Brooklyn to 
Staten Island and Monmouth 
County in New Jersey.

 In addition to the cam-
eras, Capt. Peter Culver of 
the United States Park Police 
 said the federal government 
had allocated resources in the 
short term for additional park 
patrols during weekdays, and 
106th Precinct Capt. James 
Fey said additional resources 
had been allocated for the 
NYPD to offer patrols of the 
grounds during weekends. 
The federal park patrols the 
area during weekdays only, 
but both officials pledged their 
agencies would collaborate to 
ensure patrols each day.

One community member 
who identified himself as Joe 
suggested closing the park, 
with other individuals in the 
audience saying that the weeds 
be burned or mowed.

“Those weeds are not a 
park,” he said. “The petition 
we need to be signing as a 
neighborhood is to close that 

park, lock it up and don’t let 
anybody in there whatsoever.”

Father Francis Colamaria, 
who also said the funeral mass 
for Vetrano in the same church 
a two days before the meeting, 
said he disagreed with that as-
sertion.

“It is a park. It was a park 
that Karina loved. Her parents 
told me that,” he said. “We 
need to make it safe.”

U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D-Brooklyn), who represents 
Howard Beach in Congress, 

wrote Department of the In-
terior Secretary Sally Jewell 
Monday, requesting federal aid 
in properly securing Spring 
Creek Park along with all of 
Gateway, including funds to 
“maintain the parkland in a 
manner that controls growth 
of the shrubbery and weeds, 
which is a potential shelter for 
criminal conduct.”

Police asked anyone with 
information about the case to 
contact NYPD Crime Stoppers 
at 1 (800) 577-TIPS.

BY SHANNA FULD

Residents of the Howard 
Beach community say they 
won’t rest until the killer of 
Karina Vetrano is found.

Vetrano, 30, of Howard 
Beach went out for her daily 
run at 5 p.m. Aug. 2. When she 
didn’t return, her father called 
the police and went out look-
ing for her himself. He found 
her dead in a weeded part of 
the path. She had been sexu-
ally assaulted and strangled to 
death, police said. 

“It was everyone’s daughter 
who was murdered this week,” 
Maria Cappellino of Howard 
Beach said. Her daughter, 
Mariella Cappellino, was 
friendly with Vetrano. 

“We both went to Vegas 
together for the first time. I 
never met someone who loved 
life more than her. She’s prob-
ably been to like 30 countries,” 
Mariella Cappellino said. 
“One time I was joking around 
and I told her to punch me. She 
could hit,” she said. 

It’s with just that kind of fe-

rocity that Vetrano fought her 
attacker, a spokesman for the 
NYPD said. The reward for in-
formation about the killer had 
been raised from $2,500 to a 
$20,000  reward.

Some neighborhood resi-
dents have taken to Facebook-
to express their sorrow that no 
amount of money will bring 
Vetrano back. A Facebook 
page “RIP Karina Vetrano” is 
full of photos and comments 
from the community. 

John Gotti, 23, grandson of 
the infamous Howard Beach 
don, posted a status: “This 
disaster would’ve never hap-
pened before the government 
locked the good guys up in that 
neighborhood. They did a bet-
ter job then the bull---- patrol 
we have now. The neighbor-
hood was something to fear ap-
parently not anymore and we 
lost one of our own due to it.” 

It was liked by 376 people, 
most of them Howard Beach 
residents. 

 The Gotti scion was arrest-
ed last week and charged with 
being the leader of a ring sell-

ing prescription pain killers, 
the Queens district attorney 
reported.

White ribbons are up 
around the neighborhood, 
raised at the private homes of 
neighbors who knew her as 
well as by those who didn’t. 
The ribbons were tied to lamp 
posts and trees around St. 
Helen’s Church, where her 
funeral was held. Cappellino 
and her daughter attended the 

service, where the crowd was 
so large that it spilled out into 
the plaza.

The restaurant and rooftop 
club Vetro on Cross Bay Bou-
levard, where Vetrano worked 
as a server, has closed the roof-
top, refusing to play music, in 
Vetrano’s honor. 

Cappellino and her daugh-
ter went so far as to speak with 
a medium to see if he could 
provide any answers or sug-

gestions. He shared with them 
what he believes happened at 
the crime scene and said he 
would first like to speak with 
the family before making sug-
gestions to the police. 

A spokesman for Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) said Ulrich was sensi-
tive about making pronounce-
ments on how people should 
behave going forward. He 
said whether at 5 o’clock or 9 
o’clock, people should be able 
to run outdoors without fear. 

At a town hall meeting 
Monday night in St. Helen’s, of-
ficials proposed ideas to make 
the federal parkland where 
Vetrano lost her life safer for 
the neighborhood. From cut-
ting weeds to burning them to 
installing cameras, Howard 
Beach residents raised their 
concerns loudly.

“We will bring every city, 
state and federal agency to 
this community until we get 
justice and until we know we 
made our community safe,” 
Ulrich vowed.

An attendee to the town hall meeting held at St. Helen's Church in 
Howard Beach raises her hand to ask a question. Elected officials and 
NYPD officers were among the speakers. Photo by Michael Shain 

Mourners tied white ribbons to trees and posts all along the route to 
the church. Hundreds gathered for Vetrano's funeral. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Howard Beach community wants some answers

its own, struck down by a killer

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (l-r), Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz and Councilman Eric Ulrich sit behind 106th Precinct Captain James 
Fey, who speaks to the crowd at the town hall meeting. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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FLIP

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A 61-year-old woman was found 
dead in her Pomonok apartment Aug. 
1, according to the NYPD. 

Police responded to a call of a pos-
sible dead person and discovered the 
body of Huizen Zhan at approximately 
7:15 p.m., the NYPD said.  Zhan’s body 

was found inside her basement apart-
ment at 158-10 65th Ave., police said. 
When officers found her, she was lying 
face up on a bed unconscious and unre-
sponsive, according to police.

The cause of death has been deemed 
a homicide, police said. Zhan’s husband 
has been questioned in connection to 
her death, police said. 

The investigation was ongoing.

BY MARK HALLUM

The state Sen. Toby Stavisky’s (D-
Flushing) campaign is firing back at 
primary opponent S.J. Jung by calling 
on the New York State Joint Commis-
sion on Public Ethics to investigate 
his tardiness in filing an annual state-
ment of financial disclosure with the 
agency. 

The seven-term senator issued a 
press release saying candidates for 
elected office statewide must have their 
finances filed with JCOP, and Jung has 
passed the Aug. 1 deadline.  Financial 
filings are required to be submitted by 
candidates within 10 days after they 
submit petitions to run.

Jung’s campaign, however, claims 
he did not receive notification to sub-
mit filings until a much later date than 
usual. But, according to a statement by 
the campaign, Jung requested an ex-
tension at which time the state agency 
told him to file as soon as possible. The 
finances are still waiting to be submit-
ted.

Jung, a community leader, filed 
objections with the city Board of 
Elections, challenging the validity of 

Stavisky’s petitions and attempting 
to have her thrown off the ballot. The 
board found an adequate amount of 
signatures for her to run once again, 
ruling in Stavisky’s favor last week.  
She did not challenge Jung’s petitions.

“We requested the latest filings from 
JCOPE and it seems the most recent 
filings from S.J. Jung were from 2013, 
not 2015. It’s ironic S.J. campaigns on 
ethics and good government yet can’t 
follow the law.,” Stavisky campaign 
manager Veronic Ng said in a state-
ment. “S.J.’s continued failure to obey 
the law has once again proven that the 
people of Queens cannot trust him.” 

  Stavisky said  Jung failed to file a 
proper report on $20,000 in campaign 
spending, which resulted in a 2009 ci-
tation from the city, marking a trend 
for the candidate who denied this had 
ever happened. A statement from Jung 
said the city Campaign Finance Board 
determined he was in compliance with 
campaign finance law at the time.  He 
claimed Stavisky had tried to use this 
information against his efforts to win 
the same seat in the 2014 Democratic 
primary in which Jung received 41 
percent of the vote.

Dear Sam, 

The pressure you’re putting me under is too much.  

I QUIT!  
Sincerely,

 

Your Heart

Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood pressure, just knowing and doing 
the minimum isn’t enough. Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or death.

Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late. Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. 

Toby Stavisky (l) and S.J. Jung are opponents in the race for state Senate in District 16.

Dead Pomonok woman 
 a murder victim: NYPD

Stavisky points out Jung’s 
campaign fi nance tardiness

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

213-02 42nd Avenue
Bayside, NY 11361

718-224-0345

Offi ce Hours by Appointment
M, T, W, Th 10am-6pm

• Most Insurances Accepted
• House Calls Available

LEONARD DRAYZEN, D.P.M.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) is fighting to get what 
is supposed to be a vacant 
Whitestone lot cleared. 

Avella stood with neigh-
bors and demanded that the 
commercial contractor using 
the lot located between 149-43 
and 149-53 24th Ave. as a stor-
age site leave. The person ac-
cused of storing vehicles, con-
struction debris and supplies 
in the lot is Salvatore Valenza 
of Salvatore Valenza Contrac-
tors, Inc., based in Whitestone. 
While Valenza is listed as the 
property owner, the DOB has 
the lot listed as vacant land. 
Neighbors say the fenced-in 
lot, which has been vacant for 
60 years, has been illegally oc-
cupied for at least five years.

The lot was brought to Avel-
la’s attention in December by a 
neighbor. Avella went on to ask 
the city Department of Build-
ings to inspect the residential 
lot that was loaded with stor-
age and trucks. The DOB sub-

sequently issued a violation to 
Valenza, who failed to show up 
for the hearing. Valenza also 
got a $4,000 fine, which he has 
so far ignored, according to 
Avella. 

 Valenza did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Aside from occupying the 
lot, Avella said Valenza has 
placed false signs that claim 
no one can park in front of the 
lot.

 “There’s no curb cut, he 
painted the yellow on the curb 
like this was a “No Parking” 
spot.” Avella said, “When I got 
here, there was a sign from a 
towing company saying if you 
park in front of here, you’ll be 
towed, which is clearly illegal 
because its a legal parking 
spot on the street.”

Avella decided to further 
investigate so his staff, called 
up the towing company listed 
on the sign and found out it 
had nothing to do with the 
posting.

“They didn’t know what we 
were talking about,” he said. 

“They looked at the site, and 
within hours the towing com-
pany calls back saying “we 
have no contract for this site,.  
The person must’ve stolen my 
sign from another site, so they 
immediately took down the 
sign.”

When Avella’s staff called 
the construction company and 
asked about the lot, the wom-
an on the phone responded, 
“Oh, we’re not building any-

thing there, we’re just storing 
equipment.”  When a staffer 
informed the woman that it 
was illegal to use the lot, she 
hung up without responding, 
according to Avella.

“This is a classic abuse 
where the person obviously 
doesn’t care and has the chutz-
pah to even threaten people 
that if they park on a city 
street, a legal spot, that they 
will be towed,” Avella said. 

“He’s obviously trying to in-
timidate the people.”

One neighbor, who did not 
want to be named because of 
a fear of threats, said “We’re 
a tight-knit neighborhood 
and we know what’s bad and 
what’s good on the block, ”he 
said. “Most people don’t want 
to look at this, they want to 
wake up in a peaceful environ-
ment instead of having trucks 
rolling in and out. Sometimes 
they’re disruptive. This has 
been an eyesore for a long 
time, even before the fencing 
went up.”

Avella is hoping the city 
will seize the truck currently 
parked in the lot and clean the 
space.

“It’s a real disgrace that 
someone can so thoroughly 
abuse the system and get away 
with it,” he said.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella asks that the commercial business using 
this vacant lot on 24th Aveune near 149th Street for storage leave.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

Avella demands contractor clean up his lot
Owner of Whitestone space illegally storing construction materials, trucks: Neighbors

7 DAYS OPEN (7:00 AM - 6:00 PM)
PICK UP & DELIVERY

We honor all MFG warranties

$15OFF 
ANY BATTERY PURCHASE 
INCLUDES INSTALLATION

$19.95 
OIL CHANGE

$20OFF 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT OR FREE 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES

$10OFF 
MOBIL 1 SYNTHETIC OIL 

CHANGE (UP 5QTS)

$20OFF 
BRAKES

We honor all MFG warranties

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Mercedez, Jaguar, BMW, Lexus, Honda

NOR-PARSONS  SERVICE CENTER
Nor- Parsons Blvd., Flushing, NY 11366
(718) 380- 6484

NOR-MARATHON SERVICE STATION
248-68 Horace Harding Expy, Little Neck, NY 11362
(718) 423-3900

1362
NOR-GREAT NECK SERVICE CENTER
#4 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY 11021
(516)  773-9266
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Registration Hours: Mon–Thurs 5pm to 8pm & Sat 11am to 3pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~Musical Theater 
Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Salsa Caleña ~ Jumps & Turns  

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes  
Drama and Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons ~ Competitive Dance Team

Voted Best 
Children’s 

Gymnastics

Voted Best 
Adult Dance 

Studio

Voted Best 
Performing
Arts Camp

Voted Best 
Children’s

Dance 
Studio

Enrollment Has 
Begun 

OPEN HOUSE: Sat, 8/20 from 12pm to 3pm (free classes, demos, live DJ, tour the studio, meet the staff)

Enroll by 8/22 & the registration fee will be waived
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) met with 
nail salon owners and Asian 
business leaders this week to 
discuss the hardships caused 
by new, strict state regula-
tions. Laws meant to protect 
workers have cracked down 
on nail salon owners, who 
have told Kim that the regu-
lations are punitive and im-
possible to abide by. 

The controversy began 
with a February 2015 New 
York Times article that ex-
posed the poor working con-
ditions in nail salons across 
New York City, including 
Flushing. The article claimed 
nail salon workers faced rac-
ism, abuse, were paid well 
below the minimum wage 
and sometimes were forced 
to work for no pay. The re-
sponse to the article was 
widespread outrage and in 
May 2015 Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo introduced legislation to 
protect the rights of nail sa-
lon workers. 

Measures included paying 
workers back wages, requir-
ing all manicurists to wear 
gloves and publicly posting 
signs that inform workers of 
their rights in multiple lan-
guages.

“I’m determined to work 
closely with our small busi-
ness owners on finding long-
term solutions that truly 
improve conditions for nail 
salons in New York,” Kim 
said. “I continue to oppose 
punitive measures and un-
reachable mandates that will 
inevitably bankrupt hard-
working small businesses 
throughout the state.”

Last month Cuomo an-
nounced that by October all 
new nail salons will need to 
have ventilation systems. 

Existing nail salons will 
have five years to install the 
ventilation systems. This is 
intended to protect workers 
and customers from inhaling 
harmful fumes, but the eco-
nomic impact of the mandate 
will be severe according to 
Kim’s office. 

New ventilation machines 
will cost thousands of dollars, 
and if existing nail salons are 
in older buildings that can’t 
handle refurbishing they 
will be run out of business, 
a spokesman for Kim said.  
Any new owners looking to 
start up a nail salon will face 
requirements that they had 
not planned on and that may 
be so pricey, that opening 
a salon will become impos-
sible, he added.

Nail salon owners say 
they feel targeted and singled 
out. Peter Yu, of the Chinese 
Nail Salon Association of 
East America, told Kim that 
he thinks the regulations put 
too much pressure on own-
ers.

“We work hard almost 
every day to put food on the 
table, and our members have 
always done everything they 
can to comply with the law,” 
Yu said. “In the last year 
alone, the state’s harsh regu-
lations and rising costs have 
already forced many of us to 
close our shops. Now is not 
the time to further penalize 
immigrant small business 
owners, but instead a mo-
ment for everyone to come 
together and develop policies 
that help all New Yorkers, 
including employees, owners 
and customers.”

Kim has been outspoken  
in his support for nail salon 
owners and has worked with 
them to ensure regulations 
do not drive them out of busi-
ness. 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The 2016 Hong Kong Drag-

on Boat Festival brought the 
competition of traditional Chi-
nese boat racing together with 
food, fun and entertainment 
to Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park last weekend and thou-
sands of people came from 
across the city and beyond to 
explore what the attraction 
had to offer.

The vendors along Mead-
ow Lake who dished out food 
and beverage items included 
Tbaar Bubble Tea, a company 
based in Taiwan that creates a 
variety of tea beverages with 
flavorful toppings and ingre-
dients, and Choklo, famous for 
roasting corn.

 In the lake teams of rowers 
in brightly colored boats with 
dragon heads leading the bow 
paddled furiously.

Teams competing were 
from the public and private 
sectors, with the FDNY team 
racing against NYPD and los-
ing. The NYPD Dragon Boat 
team was formed in 2011 as 
an all-female team when the 
World Police and Fire Games 
took place in Queens. Among 
other teams were the Hong 
Kong School Alumni, com-
prised of former students from 
five different Hong Kong-based 
schools who are now living in 
the city; Team Kaya, a local 
group of sports enthusiasts of 
all ages who participate in phi-
lanthropy and fund-raising 

events for various causes; and 
Xtreme NY, a Queens-based 
team which has been compet-
ing in the Dragon Boat races 
since 1996

“Culturally, it’s really im-
pressive, the amount of things 
that they offer,” said Brian , 
who lives in Queens.

Ingri, who came from Man-
hattan to attend  the festival, 
said it was another example of 
why she loves discovering the 
seemingly uncharted territory 
of the attractions  in Queens. 

“We loved it,” she said. “We 
saw the traditional dancing. 
The music was beautiful, and 
the costumes were beautiful. 
It was also really exciting to 
see the dragon boats.  We 

were right on the water and 
they went right in front of us.”

Performers from the New 
York Chinese Cultural Center 
and Dance China NY graced 
the stage, using their styles of 
traditional dance to illustrate 
to the audience a world of my-
thology and history. Shaolin 
Master Warrior Monks from 
the New York Shaolin Temple 
displayed martial arts skills 
on the stage. 

-Entertainment new to the 
festival came in the form of sto-
ryteller Jonathan Kruk, who 
kept children in the arts and 
crafts tent busy with “Dragon 
Tales.” Kruk masterfully per-
forms these yarns about drag-
ons from folklore and children 
step into a different world. 
This solo storyteller, famous 

for his performance of “The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” has 
been featured on CBS Sunday 
Morning and the National 
Geographic Channel as well 
as performing throughout 
Queens schools and libraries.

Entertainment did not only 
come in the form of Chinese 
culture, however. American 
Bolero Dance Company per-
formed choreography which 
showed off a variety of Fla-
menco and Spanish Classi-
cal dance. Mariachi Agulia y 
Plata took the stage to demon-
strate its traditional Mexican 
musical talent.

But Chinese mythology 
ruled the day.

 The Dragon Boat tradition 
comes about from the story 
of one man’s struggle with an 
oppressive king of Chu in the 
third century B.C., who was 
eventually banished from 
the kingdom. While in exile, 
Qu Yuan, a true patriot, had 
learned that his homeland had 
been invaded and threw him-
self into the Ni Lo River and 
drowned. Fishermen raced 
their boats to try to save him, 
but they were too late. Today, 
people celebrate the legend by 
ritualistically bringing the 
dragon boat to life on the fifth 
day of the fifth lunar month 
each year.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

DCH Dragon Boat Club, founded in 1993, is a co-ed team whose members range in age from 12 to 50 and come 
from a variety of backgrounds. More photos on Page 20. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Dragon Boats return 
Festival puts many sides of the borough on display

Nail salon owners talk 
to Kim about new regs

Ron Kim met with nail salon owners who addressed their concerns 
over new regulations Photo courtesy Ron Kim



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 12–18, 201610    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

FLIP

FOR 2-4 MULTI-FAMILY HOMES

��������	�
�	�������������������	�������������������������� ����� � ��!���������"���
�������� �������#�$%&����
'�
	(�����������!����������������')��
������!�"����'��$%��
�����"*+��������!�� �'�,�������������!������������������������"����������������"������

�����"��������!�����"�������!�����������-����*�� ������'�$�� ��������.����*������/�-�0��1�����
���
��������-�������"����������������-��!��������"����������"�������	�����������������"���2"���
������������ ������������������33��������
������������3�������3���������������	4���������������'�
5��� � ���"���*���������� �������������'�6������������.������������������������������ �*��������!���
��� ���'�7�!������ ����������.����*���������!�����������"������������������'������.��������������
-����*����������*������������ ������"���� ������������������������������-�����"����������������������
�������"������'������.��������������-���������*����������*��������������� ������#�' '�6,5�&�
���������������������"*���������������������������� �������������/0����� � ���������� �������
����������!���/0���"��������"������������'�8"*+�������������������.��'���������������������������������
�����'�9�
�	��:������/��������;��1®'�5��*���<=>6'�����%� !���%����.��'�:68�)3	�

® 800-522-4100
valleynationalbank.com

$499 ORIGINATION FEE •  NO POINTS  
•  NO TITLE FEES •  NO OTHER VALLEY FEES

IF YOUR MORTGAGE RATE IS  
4.00% OR HIGHER, OUR 

Refinance 
Program$499

may help you save on your monthly  
mortgage payment.

Current Mortgage New Valley 
Mortgage

Mortgage Amount:      $400,000       $400,000

Term:  15 15

Sample Interest 
Rate:

4.00% 2.75% 
(APR 2.821%) 

Monthly Payment: $2,958.75 $2,714.49

That’s a Yearly Savings of $2,931.12

Sample Monthly Savings - $244.26!

POLICE 

Blotter
LONG ISLAND CITY—Police were 

looking for a suspect in connection 
with a grand larceny. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30 at 1 p.m. a 
26-year-old man was in his home near 
43rd Avenue and 60th Street, when 
he was informed by his bank that his 
credit card number was compromised. 
The victim’s bank information was 
used to purchase a $5,600 Chanel bag 
in Midtown.  

Anyone with knowledge of the 
incident is asked to call NYPD 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 1 (800)-577-TIPS

FOREST HILLS—Police need help 
finding a missing person. 

Forest Hills resident, William King, 
75,  was last seen Sunday at 12:10 a.m. 
inside his home 112-50 72nd Avenue. 

King is a white male, 5 foot 9 inches, 
150 pounds with brown eyes and bald-
ing. King was last seen wearing a beige 
jacket, dark colored pants and a multi-
colored shirt. 

The suspect in a grand larceny that took place 
at 43rd Avenue and 60th Street. NYPD

Police searching for Forest Hills missing man

Police search for men in LIC Grand Larceny

JACKSON HEIGHTS - Police were 
seeking the public’s assistance in help-
ing to locate a man suspected of rob-
bing somone on board a southbound 
No. 7 train in the early morning hours 
of July 17.

Police said that a 25-year-old man 
fell asleep on a 7 train at Main Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue at about 4 a.m. 
When he awoke, he found that his wal-
let and his cell phone were missing. He 
then notified police.

According to the NYPD, the man’s 
Chase credit card was used at an IHOP 
restaurant in the vicinity of Roosevelt 
Avenue, and someone also used his 
Metrocard at the 103rd Street subway 
station after the theft. Surveillance 
video at the subway stop captured vid-
eo of the individual under suspicion, 
who was described by the NYPD as an 
Asian man last seen wearing a white 
t-shirt and blue jeans.

JAMAICA - The NYPD was search-
ing for a suspect in a shooting that oc-
curred in Jamaica, and have released 
a name and photo of the man in ques-
tion.

On June 25 at about 7:10 p.m., a 
30-year-old man who was not identi-
fied by police was standing at 110-46 
Sutphin Blvd. when an argument 
started between him and Rodney Ivey, 
35, according to the police. Ivey left 
the location but returned and alleg-
edly shot at the victim several times 
and struck him in the jaw, police said. 
Ivey then fled the scene. Officers from 
the 113rd Precinct responded and the 
victim was taken to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he was treated in stable condi-

Man suspected in 7 train robbery: NYPD

Police release ID on Jamaica shooting suspect

The NYPD is seeking the public's help in lo-
cating this man, who is suspected of a shoot-
ing that took place on Sutphin Boulevard. 

Courtesy NYPD
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

   
 

WEATHER PERMITTING 
THERE WILL BE A  

MORNING SWIM EVERYDAY 
at the TANENBAUM FAMILY POOL 

 

PLEASE CALL 
718-225-6750  

WITH ANY QUESTIONS  
YOU MIGHT HAVE  

 

REMEMBER TO  
ASK US ABOUT OUR 

2017  
EARLY BIRD RATES  

DROP OFF  
 8:00 AM & 

PICK UP 6:00 PM 
EVERYDAY 

AT THE  
SAMUEL FIELD Y  

58-20 LITTLE NECK PKWY 
LITTLE NECK, NY 11362 

718-225-6750 

SAMUEL FIELD Y 2016 SUMMER DAY CAMP
MINI CAMP AUGUST 22 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2016

Weather permitting there will 
be a morning swim everyday 
at the Tanenbaum family pool

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Fri 11am-4pm
Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

“LET’S MAKE A DEAL”
FOR THE FAIREST PRICES ON LONG ISLAND

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Congratulations to the Inter-
national Olympic Committee for 
making golf an Olympic event for 
the first time since 1904.

It must have been tough decid-
ing which event to omit in order 
to make room for golf. Dressage? 
Where horses dance? No. Rhyth-
mic gymnastics? Where gym-
nasts who couldn’t make it to the 

real events get to spin a ribbon on 
a stick? No. Synchronized swim-
ming? Basically cheerleading in 
a pool? Nope.

Those “events” were deemed 
too important to be eliminated.

So what had to go? Wrestling. 
That’s right, in 2020 wrestling 
is gone! One of the ORIGINAL 
Olympic events since 708 B.C., 

and an official event at the begin-
ning of the “modern” Olympics 
in 1896, is deemed unworthy of 
Olympic status in 2020 in order to 
make room for golf. Pathetic.

But what else is to be expected 
from the corrupt IOC? 

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone
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Just days after a woman jogger from Howard 
Beach was found strangled to death in a Queens 
marsh near her home, a new report found violent 
crime has risen in the city’s parks.

Against a backdrop of falling major crime in the 
five boroughs, murders, rapes and robberies have 
climbed by 23 percent in the green spaces frequented 
by New Yorkers, based on a study released this week 
by a park advocacy group.

The city’s most dangerous park is Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, which had 49 serious crimes with-
in its borders from April 1, 2015 to March 31, 2016, 
according to NYC Park Advocates. Central Park has 
its own police precinct and was not included in the 
report, drawn from NYPD stats

For all city parks violent crime rose to 417 inci-
dents for the nine-month period from 340 in the year-
earlier span, the group found. But overall crime in 
the parks crept up by just under 3 percent.

Flushing Meadows was the only Queens park on 
the top-10 crime list. Forest Park and Kissena Corri-
dor Park each recorded one murder in the nine-month 
period, the same number as the other six parks around 
the city where homicides occurred. Rufus King Park 
in Jamaica led the city with three rapes and Flushing 
Meadows was the site of two attacks.

For felony assault, Flushing Meadows was in 
second place with eight incidents, but Queens parks 
were not among the worst spots for robbery.

Flushing Meadows again took the No. 1 place for 
burglary, the No. 2 ranking for grand larceny and 
the top billing for motor vehicle theft.

Geoffrey Croft, founder of NYC Park Advocates, 
blames the sharp increase in park crime to the lack of 
adequate police patrols.  Parks in Queens and across 
the city are patrolled by small bands of unarmed 
Parks Dept. officers who work with the NYPD.  

However disturbing the crime statistics about 
city parks, they do not apply to the area where Kar-
ina Vetrano was killed Aug. 2.  She went for a run 
through Spring Creek Park, a marshland that is part 
of the Gateway National Recreation Area, in broad 
daylight and was found dead about two hours later.

The area, known as “the weeds” in the tightly 
knit Howard Beach neighborhood, is on federal land 
and policed by federal park agents. Frightened resi-
dents have called for more surveillance cameras and 
patrols by park agents on weekends. The NYPD has 
offered to send out officers for weekend duty.

Parks are the borough’s most precious natural re-
source and the people who visit them deserve better 
protection. Both the city and the federal government 
have more work to do to keep Queens residents safe

Olympic Committee makes bad call

PUT PARK SAFETY FIRST
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READERS WRITE

Remember the Port Author-
ity New York New Jersey Tier 
1 Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for the proposed 
Cross Harbor Freight Tunnel 
from last fall?  This transpor-
tation project would assist 
in moving freight via rail vs. 
truck by improving connec-
tions between New Jersey and 
Brooklyn on to Queens. This 
project has been championed 
by U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-
Manhattan) for 30 years.  After 
all that time, it has yet to prog-
ress beyond the federal NEPA 
environmental review process.  
In theory, it might move thou-
sands of trucks on a daily basis 
off the roads and on to railroad 
tracks for significant portions 
of the journey between New 
Jersey and Long Island. It re-
minds me of the long-forgotten 
proposed tunnel between 69th 
Street in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 
and St. George, Staten Island. 
The concept was to extend sub-

way service from Brooklyn 
to Staten Island. Ground was 
broken with entrances at both 
ends in the 1920s, but the proj-
ect quickly ran out of money 
and was abandoned to history. 
When living on Shore Road in 
Bay Ridge, friends and I would 
look to no avail in attempt-
ing to find the abandoned site 
filled in decades earlier. Flash 
forward almost 90 years later 
and we have the proposed 
“Cross Harbor” rail freight 
tunnel project.

Construction of any new 
freight, public transportation, 
tunnel or bridge project can 
take years if not decades by 
the time all feasibility studies, 
environmental reviews, plan-
ning, design, engineering, real 
estate acquisition, permits, 
procurements, construction, 
budgeting, identifying and 
securing funding is complet-
ed. This is before the project 
reaches beneficial use. Con-

struction for the Second Ave-
nue subway began in the 1960s. 
(Bond money intended for this 
project in the 1950s was spent 
elsewhere). The latest comple-
tion date for the first segment 
of three stations between 63rd 
and 96th streets on the Upper 
East Side of Manhattan is De-
cember 2016 at a cost of $4.5 bil-
lion or more.  Construction for 
the original tunnel to support 
bringing the Long Island Rail 
Road from Queens into Grand 
Central Terminal began in the 
1960s. The latest completion 
date is now December 2023 
with a cost of $10.8 billion. No 
one can identify the sources 
for the estimated $24 billion 
to build a new tunnel for New 
Jersey Transit and Amtrak 
known as the “Gateway proj-
ect” to gain additional access 
to Penn Station from New Jer-
sey. Ditto for paying back the 
$3 billion federal loan which 
covered a majority of the es-

timated $4 billion for replac-
ing the Tappan Zee Bridge in 
Westchester. Any guess who 
will find $10 billion or more 
needed for construction of a 
new Cross Harbor Freight 
Tunnel? Neither the Port Au-
thority of NY &  NJ nor Nadler 
has yet to identify and secure 
any funding for final design 
and engineering, let alone con-
struction. The PANYNJ also 
needs to find $1.5 billion for 
PATH extension from Newark, 
N.J. to Newark Airport and $10 
billion for a new Port Author-
ity Bus Terminal in Midtown 
Manhattan along with billions 
more for other transportation 
investments. 

The proposed Cross Harbor 
Freight Tunnel may be just an-
other in the continuing series 
of feasibility studies and envi-
ronmental reviews sponsored 
by various governmental agen-
cies and public officials over 
decades. They generate some 

money for consultants along 
with free publicity for elected 
officials who promise a bright 
future but all too often move 
on to another public office 
before delivering. You are fre-
quently left holding an empty 
bag with unfilled promises. 
Queens residents who oppose 
the project based on concerns 
about significant future in-
creases in the number, length 
and frequency of freight trains 
need not worry. At the end 
of the day, just like the long 
abandoned Brooklyn to Staten 
Island subway project, don’t 
count on seeing any shovel in 
the ground before the end of 
this decade. You may never 
see completion of any Cross 
Harbor Freight Tunnel in our 
lifetime.

Larry Penner
Great Ncek

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

First, count the number 
of libraries in your neighbor-
hood. Done?  Now, count the 
number of stores that sell to-
bacco in your neighborhood. 
Can you count them? Probably 
not. I was raised in Bayside all 
of my life. In my small, sub-
urban neighborhood, we have 
a total of two libraries. Con-
sidering the size of the area, 
that’s pretty impressive. But 
what blew my mind was the 
fact that while Bayside has 
two libraries, my neighbor-
hood has at least 25 tobacco 
retail outlets.

In my town, almost every 
single block has a tobacco out-
let; some have multiple outlets. 

According to recent demo-
graphics, Bayside’s population 
has one of the highest per-
centages of children in all of 
Queens, with about a quarter 
of the population being chil-
dren. That’s about 30,000 kids. 
How does it make sense that in 
a community filled with kids 
and families, the number of 
tobacco outlets outweighs the 
number of parks and libraries 
in the area? 

Recent studies show that 
90 percent of people who 
smoke start before the age 
of 18. In fact, the average age 
for someone to start smoking 
is 13. That would mean that 
my little brother, who’s only 

in middle school, can also be-
come hooked on tobacco. 

In New York City, it is ille-
gal to sell tobacco products to 
youth under the age of 21. How 
are young New Yorkers gain-
ing access to cigarettes? The 
more tobacco outlets we have 
in our communities, the more 
outlets there are for kids to get 
tobacco. One in every three 
New York City high school 
students who smokes says that 
they obtain their cigarettes 
from a neighborhood retail 
store. Tobacco products are 
too easily accessible in our 
communities and the wide-
spread availability of tobacco 
encourages and promotes 

youth to start smoking. 
There are more than 9,000 

tobacco outlets that swamp 
city neighborhoods. Do we 
really want our kids to be ex-
posed to deadly and dangerous 
products such as cigarettes? 
Do we really want our kids to 
have myriad ways to obtain 
addictive substances like nico-
tine? 

This summer, I’m work-
ing with NYC Smoke-Free 
at Public Health Solutions to 
help create a tobacco-free gen-
eration. We are tackling the 
prevalence of tobacco use and 
the citywide proliferation of 
tobacco. Together, we can help 
end the  No. 1 cause of prevent-

able death: tobacco products. 
Whenever I’m cleaning up 
in a classroom, my teacher 
always reminds me to leave 
the place better than I found 
it. Shouldn’t the same be ap-
plicable to the Earth as well? 
Our kids deserve better than 
to live in a tobacco swamp fes-
tering with dangerous tobacco 
products and I hope that in my 
lifetime, I can be one of the 
people who creates a smoke-
free generation starting with 
my Bayside neighborhood in 
Queens. 

Jackie Shi
Bayside

The Port Authority’s empty promises

New York needs to create a smoke-free generation
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T
his year’s presidential 
campaign is very un-
usual to say the least.

Beginning in Janu-
ary the Republicans had a 
field of 17 candidates, which 
was reduced to one, Donald 
Trump, after six months of 
party primary campaigns.

The Democratic Party was 
expected to give the nomina-
tion to Hillary Clinton, but 
74-year-old  independent Ber-
nie Sanders came out of no-
where to challenge her.

Sanders attracted a large 
group of young supporters 
and did well in a number of 

primaries. However, Clinton 
prevailed. This year’s cam-
paign has seen a constant 
number of political attacks 
and name calling from both 
sides. It started in the Repub-
lican Party primaries and 
continued in the Democratic 
and Republican Party con-
ventions.

There doesn’t seem to be 
anything like it in any recent 
presidential campaign. The 
closest thing to it may have 
been Democrat Harry Tru-
man’s race against Thomas 
Dewey for president in 1948.  
Harry Truman especially 
was very outspoken in his 
criticism of Dewey. But he did 
not resort to name calling and 
severe personal attacks.

In addition, Truman at-
tacked the Republicans in the 
House of Representatives and 
U.S. Senate for not supporting 
his government programs. 

Truman’s actions were not 
comparable to the 2016 cam-
paign.

When we consider the is-
sues of this year’s campaign 
there is a wide difference in 
how the two major political 
parties view them.

First of all, the issues this 
year are much different than 
in previous years. Terror-
ism and immigration have 
become primary concerns. 
With terrorist actions taking 
place in the United States, 
Europe and parts of the Mid-
dle East, there is increasing 
concern.  American and Eu-
ropean citizens are becoming 
deeply worried.  The issue of 
immigration especially from 
our southern border is being 
debated constantly as never 
before. Both major political 
parties are taking different 
positions in terms of allow-
ing immigrants to enter our 

country.
Free trade also has be-

come a major issue, which 
has brought discussion and 
debate, far more so than in 
previous campaigns. It is 
good this is happening so that 
the voters get an opportunity 
to participate in government 
policy. The two major politi-
cal parties continue to dis-
agree on almost all major is-
sues.

There is a high negative rat-
ing given to both candidates 
by the people. It seems that 
some voters will be choosing 
a candidate when they dislike 
both of them. This is not what 
our founding fathers wanted.
Increasing job opportunities 
has become a major consider-
ation among the voters.

There seems to be a lot 
more interest in this year’s 
presidential campaign than 
in recent past presidential 

campaigns.
However, two major con-

siderations which were men-
tioned before seem to strongly 
influence the campaign. That 
is the high negative ratings 
of the two candidates and the 
increasing personal attacks 
by each of the candidates. It 
would be helpful if the per-
sonal attacks would stop and 
the candidates would deal 
with the very serious issues 
facing our country.

The issues will be handled 
differently after the election 
depending upon which politi-
cal party comes into power.

The Conservative Party 
State Committee will be 
meeting on Sept. 7 to endorse 
their candidate for President. 
They are expected to desig-
nate Donald Trump. There is 
a possibility that Trump may 
attend the meeting.

O
ur governor wants us 
to panic about a prob-
lem that does not exist: 
Sex offenders preying 

on kids playing Pokemon Go.
About a week ago, state 

Sens. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx) 
and Diane Savino (D-Coney 
Island) proposed legislation 
banning Level 2 and 3 sex 
offenders from playing the 
popular new phone game. The 
senators also demanded that 
the game’s developers elimi-
nate any Pokemon within 100 
feet of the home of a registered 
sex offender.

Not to be outdone, Gov. Cuo-
mo jumped on the Poke-wagon 
48 hours later to make an even 
tougher, first-in-the-nation 
law: From now on, even a Tier 
1 Sex Offender found play-
ing Pokemon while on parole 

could end up in prison. That 
means that if you happened 
to be an 18-year-old who got 
a sext from your 16-year-old 
girlfriend, and this got you la-
beled a low-level sex offender 
(which is already crazy), you 
could play a game on your 
phone and end up in prison.

It should be noted here 
that Pokemon is more like sol-
itaire than poker. As you walk 
along, cartoon creatures sud-
denly appear on your phone. 
You “catch” them by tapping 
the screen.

Now, I realize that anytime 
a politician mentions new and 
harsher sex offender restric-
tions, many voters cheer. That 
is why politicians keep pro-
posing them.

But these laws will not 
make our children safer, be-
cause they are based on the 
incorrect idea that registered 
sex offenders pose a big threat 
to kids.

They do—on “Law & Or-
der,” because that makes 
for an exciting plot line: The 
creep outside the playground, 
preparing to pounce, or the 
criminal mastermind online, 

stalking children by decoding 
their posts. But in real life, 
which is as horrifying as it is 
mundane, the vast majority of 
sex abuse occurs at the hands 
of someone in the child’s life: 
a relative, family friend, or 
other trusted adult.

“Stranger danger” sounds 
like a huge threat, but the FBI 
stats on children abducted 
for nefarious purposes show 
exactly what percent were 
snatched by registered sex of-
fenders?

In 2009: Zero.
And in 2010, it was less 

than 1 percent. Even the group 
that put the missing kids’ pic-
tures on the milk cartons, the 
National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children, has 
labeled stranger danger a 
“myth we have been trying to 
debunk.”

What’s hard to believe or 
even understand is that reg-
istered sex offenders pose 
very little threat to children. 
A study of Washington, D.C. 
neighborhoods compared 
blocks with registrants on 
them to those without and 
found no difference in the 

number of sex crimes commit-
ted.

That’s because even though 
we have heard that people on 
the registry are insatiable 
child molesters, the surpris-
ing truth is that they have a 
very low level of recidivism, 
which is lower than any other 
criminals other than murder-
ers. 

So the sex offender reg-
istry itself is a failed idea, a 
way of labeling hundreds of 
thousands of people who are, 
for the most part, not going 
to hurt anyone, much less a 
stranger. In fact, my guess is 
that you probably know some-
one — a friend or a friend of 
a friend — who is on the reg-
istry, even though you know 
they aren’t a threat to anyone.

Add to this the idea that 
registrants are going to use 
Pokemon as predator helper 
and you have created a fantas-
tical scenario that would be 
a great plot point for a Liam 
Neeson movie — or maybe 
The Simpsons.

But making legislation 
based on that fantasy is worse 
than mere grandstanding. 

Far from reassuring parents, 
it scares them even more by 
making it sound as if our kids 
are in constant danger the 
second they step outside.

These laws ignore the won-
derful fact that, in fact, it is the 
opposite: Kids today are safer 
today than they’ve been in 
50 years. (And it isn’t just be-
cause they’re “helicoptered.” 
Adults are safer today, too, 
and we don’t helicopter them.) 
Crime is back to the level it 
was in 1963. The real danger 
kids face is in not going out-
side. Obesity and diabetes are 
on the rise, not child rape.

Making it seem as if reg-
istered sex offenders are con-
stantly on the prowl for tots 
and only harsh new laws can 
save them is a lie. The new leg-
islation is pointless. Gov. Cuo-
mo, and Sens. Klein and Savi-
no are guilty of a new political 
crime: Fear-pokemongering. 

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com. 

COLUMNS

How Pokémon Go got turned into a threat

Presidential campaign has its twists and turns
William
Lewis
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Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

T
his weekend, two fami-
ly-friendly community 
events will engage Jack-
son Heights and Flush-

ing with food, culture and 
crafts.  

Hosted by the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce, “Flushing Night Out: 
Unwind” this Friday on the 
grounds of Flushing High 
School invites guests to un-
wind with live music and a 
“DIY” Village for arts and 
crafts.  The event, which lasts 
from 6 p.m. – 11 p.m. at 35-01 
Union St. will consist of a pic-
nic on school grounds and live 
music from “acoustic musi-
cians Aesthetic Discernment, 
Heidi Seo, Jazmin and Tristan, 

and Nerd Herd.” There will 
be giveaways as well as food 
vendors selling coffee, snacks, 
fried ice cream and “exotic 
treats.”  Admission to the 
crafts area is $1 and allows the 
participant to make unlimited 
crafts, including print making 
and personalized bracelets.

This is the third such event 
of this summer and a continu-
ation of an events series that 
started last summer. This year’s 
Flushing Night Out events coin-
cide with the 140th anniversary 
of Flushing High School and is 
an invitation to the community 
to become familiar with the 
campus. The chamber hopes to 
tie the success of the event to a 
call for more community space 
in Flushing.  

“The strong turnout and en-
thusiastic response from our 
community indicates a huge 
need for more creative and so-
cial spaces in Flushing,” said 
John Choe, executive director 
of the Greater Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce.  The cham-

ber estimates that “Flushing 
Night Out” has drawn up to 
5,000 visitors at the two previ-
ous events.  

The next and final Flushing 
Night Out will be held  Aug. 26, 
2016 on the grounds of Flush-
ing High School.  The August 
26th event, themed “Love,” 
will include “underground” 
artists and a pyrotechnics dis-
play from the event production 
crew House of Samu. For more 
information, visit http://flush-
ingchamber.nyc/.

In Jackson Heights, the 
community-based organiza-
tion Chhaya CDC is hosting 
its annual “Chatpati Mela” 
(festival) Saturday from 1 
p.m. – 7pm.   Chhaya CDC is a 
community development orga-
nization that helps the South 
Asian community in organiz-
ing, financial empowerment 
and home ownership.  Queens’ 
South Asian community con-
sists not only of people origi-
nating from India, but also 
Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal, Ti-

bet and Bangladesh.
The sixth such iteration of 

this South Asian street festi-
val and community event will 
take place on Play Street/78th 
Street, a pedestrian plaza 
adjacent to Travers Park, in 
Jackson Heights.   The event 
highlights South Asian and 
Indo-Caribbean culture, in-
cluding food, fashion, henna 
tattooing and cultural per-
formances.  The event, which 
regularly draws up to 2,000 

attendees, will feature perfor-
mances from Priyadarshini 
Roy and other community 
artists.  The Queens Museum 
of Arts and the office of City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) are 
also supporters of the event.  
For more information, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1046758978747897/.

Chatpati Mela is a yearly 
event that takes place every 
summer. 

COLUMNS

Community events bring neighborhoods together

New Voices

Watching the dancers at the stage show for last year's “Chatpati Mela” 
Photo by Michael Shain
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QPTV Presents:

Noran is not your usual 18-year-old, making her the inspiration behind 
the series “Power Youth of Queens.” She is on a mission to change the 
world, and there is nothing average about her ways.
She managed to combine both her passions, journalism, and 
technology.
Growing up in a Middle Eastern household, politics were part of her 
and her family’s everyday life. That was where Noran’s passion for 

journalism developed as a means to 
express her voice and opinion.
As the daughter of hard-working 
immigrants, she wanted to make her 
parents proud and still pursue her 
passion for journalism. As she writes in 
her essay, “Those Four Words,” “I didn’t 
want my goal only to make my father 

proud, but  I also wanted to go far in life.”  
Noran’s passion for journalism led her to launch her Youth Media 
Channel. The channel covers topics related to empowerment of women.
She taught Computer Science to 7th graders through “Google First 
(Scratch),” and taught filmmaking, journalism and how to produce 
documentaries based on identity and self-reflection.
 She received much recognition, such as,   Student of distinction for 
2016 by the Times Ledger, 2016 White House Champions of Change; 
Global Forum on Girls’ Education, Creating a World of Possibilities and 
more. . .
Noran has interviewed many role models for young people such as, 
Megan Smith, Chief Technology Officer of the United States, Chelsea 
Clinton, actor and activist Gina Davis, writer/comedian Mindi Kalin of 
The Mindi Project and many more.

Y ou can watch the 
show Thursdays 
at 10.00 am and 
Fridays at 7.00 
pm   on QPTV 
channel 1.
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QPTV Presents:

Now in its sixth year, the 2016 Queens World Film 
Festival will showcase films from around the globe, 
54 nations to date, including Cuba, Spain, Korea, 
Bangladesh, China, Italy, the Ukraine, Iran, Belgium, 
Finland and the UK to name just a few.  
The Queens World Film Festival takes place in the most 
diverse community in the world, Queens New York.  
Festival Directors Katha Cato and Don Cato are both 
talented artists.
Executive Director - Katha, earned a BA from California 
Polytechnic University in Pomona, an MFA from the 
University of Oregon and is a graduate of the Columbia 
University Graduate School of Business Executive 

Education Program. In the 80’s, she moved to New York 
with her theater company ‘Foreplay, Improvised Theater, 
and pioneered the Improvisational Herald format (the 
long form) into the NY Improve Comedy scene.  
Artistic Director - Don Cato is an experimental and feature 
filmmaker with a strong academic background, a BS and 
BLA in Landscape Architecture from Michigan State, and 
an MLA from the University of Oregon where he also 
studied extensively in the department of Motion Graphics. 
His films have screened at an international and eclectic 
group of venues and festivals: Anthology Film Archives, 
National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences.
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FLIP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Drug overdose deaths from heroin 
and Fentanyl abuse have skyrocketed 
across the five boroughs in the past 
five years, the city Department of 
Health reported. The Bronx had the 
most unintentional overdose deaths  at 
252, while Queens had 144 deaths, 83 of 
which involved heroin. 

Overall, deaths from overdoses in-
creased 53 percent throughout the city 
from 2010 to 2015, the Health Depart-
ment found.

First lady Chirlane McCray said 
the new figures underscored the need 
for continued resources in opioid 
treatment and overdose prevention, 
including the efforts being made by 
ThriveNYC, an initiative she started 
to increase access to medications like 
naloxone and buprenorphine.

“This new data underscores the 
deadly toll the opioid epidemic is tak-
ing on too many families in our city, 
and we are steadfast in our commit-
ment to tackle this crisis through 
ThriveNYC,” she said. “We won’t stop 
fighting this epidemic until every New 
Yorker who suffers from substance 
misuse and addiction can find a path 
to recovery.”

Heroin-involved overdose death 
rates increased in Queens in 2015, 
as they did in all boroughs except 
Staten Island. Heroin-related deaths 
increased by more than 50 percent in 
Flushing and southwest Queens, ac-
cording to a DOH analysis of data from 
the medical examiner’s office and the 

DOH’s Bureau of Vital Statistics.
Of the five boroughs, the Bronx 

saw the highest rates in heroin-related 
deaths last year at 13 deaths per 100,000 
residents. It also recorded the most 
deaths by unintentional overdose, in-
cluding Fentanyl and other prescrip-
tion pain relievers like oxycodone and 
hydrocodone. In total, heroin played a 
role in 59 percent of overdose deaths in 
the city last year.

Though New Yorkers between the 
ages of 45 and 54 had the highest her-
oin overdose death rate last year, the 
largest increase occurred among New 
Yorkers from ages 15 to 34, where the 
death rate increased by 248 percent. 
While white New Yorkers had the high-
est death rate, Latino New Yorkers had 
the largest increase from the year be-
fore at 51 percent.

The city is investing $25 million to 
help educate the public and practitio-
ners on overdose dangers, double the 
city’s naloxone distribution services, 
expand surveillance tools to identify 
public health risks from opioid abuse 
and expand access to buprenorphine. 

Naloxone can be administered by 
syringe in the aftermath of an over-
dose and can reverse the effects of a 
heroin or prescription painkiller over-
dose, while buprenorphine works as a 
preventative measure to stop cravings 
and prevent symptoms that occur dur-
ing withdrawal.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Overdose deaths from heroin and Fentanyl use have increased in New York City in the 
past year, as well as in Queens. The borough with the highest death rate was the Bronx. 

Photo by Fernando Vergara/AP

Heroin fatalities rise

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Saturday, September 17th at 2:00PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00 AM
-Children 10 & under FREE-
Refreshments provided

After the Run 
Join us for a 

Memorial Service to 
REMEMBER 

the First Responders of
9/11 and Those who Died

Working on the Pile

For information contact: Ed Horn at 718 278 3240

Registration Available Online at: 
www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

Remember Me Run And Memorial Service At  St. Michaels
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

U.S. Charles Schumer (D-
NY) is doing whatever he can 
to get emergency funding 
to continue Zika research. 
Schumer is urging Congress to 
call the Senate and House into 
session for at least one day to 
pass a $1.9 billion emergency 
bill that could help prevent the 
spread of Zika. 

There have been more than 
400 confirmed cases of Zika in 
New York City, including 15 lo-
cally transmitted infections, 
he said. In Miami, a travel 
warning has been issued for 
one South Florida neighbor-
hood.

Lawmakers left Washing-
ton in mid-July for a seven-
week recess before coming to 
an agreement on a proposed 
bill that would fund research 
to develop a vaccine. 

Schumer believes that there 
is no more time to wait. “It has 
been more than 165 days since 
the President requested emer-
gency funding to fight Zika, 
but Congress has yet to pass 
a bill and public health now 
hangs in the balance: the time 

to act is now.” he said. 
The National Institutes of 

Health’s National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseas-
es launched a clinical Phase 
1 trial of a vaccine to prevent 
Zika. Phase 2 trials are set to 
begin in early 2017, but in or-
der for it to begin additional 
federal funds are needed, mak-
ing the emergency bill impor-
tant to continue research. 

The most devastating ef-
fects of Zika have been for 
pregnant women. Zika causes 
serious birth defects, includ-
ing microcephaly, that causes 
children to be born with ab-
normally small heads. Dr. 
Tom Frieden, CDC Director, 
says that the cost of treating 
a single case of microcephaly 
can be up to $10 million over a 
lifetime. 

Schumer believes that the 
clinical trials will lead to a 
vaccine but without Congress 
approving funding, research 
will come to a halt, further de-
laying the chance at a cure. 

“Simply put, if Congress 
does not go back to Washington 
to pass this emergency fund-
ing package, we will regret 

it,” he said. “This emergency 
funding package is an invest-
ment because the cost of doing 
nothing—which is what we 
are doing right now while Con-
gress is on recess—will cost us 
even more in both dollars and 
in health consequences.”

Schumer is not the only 
New York politician taking 

action to combat Zika in New 
York. Governor Cuomo (D-NY) 
teamed up with the MTA and 
DOH to deploy larvicide tablets 
to standing water within the 
subway system to eliminate 
breeding grounds for Albopi-
cus mosquito. Cuomo has also 
ramped up the distribution of 
larvicide tablets to home own-

ers and providing Zika protec-
tion kits to pregnant women at 
health clinics across the state.

In addition pesticide spray-
ings have been done all over 
the city, including Queens. 
The next round of truck spray-
ing will be tonight at in parts 
of Jackson Heights, Astoria 
and Woodside. The spraying 
will occur between 10:00 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. the following morn-
ing, weather permitting. 

Queens neighborhoods are 
being sprayed because of a sig-
nificant presence of Aedes Al-
bopicus, also known as Asian 
Tiger mosquitoes. The Zika vi-
rus has not been found in any 
mosquito in New York City, but 
the Asian Tiger can carry the 
virus. The spraying is being 
used as a preventative mea-
sure, although Asian Tiger 
mosquitoes are not the kind 
responsible for the current 
outbreak in Latin and Central 
America, the DOH said.

The city has a three-year, 
$21 million plan to protect New 
Yorkers from the Zika virus. 
The Health Department will 
spray areas with significant 

Several areas in Queens have been sprayed to kill mosquitos that can 
carry the Zika virus. But none have been found in the city.  

Photo composite

Schumer pushes for Zika research funding

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Continued on Page 21
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1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
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maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The Promotional CD 
must be opened with new money not currently on deposit with the Bank.

2 To earn 1.11% APY on the 11 Month CD, enrollment in NYCB Elite Gold or Platinum is required. NYCB Elite Gold 
Checking account minimum to open is $5,000. NYCB Elite Relationship Terms and Conditions apply. Not available for 
��������������������

������!���������"��#�������������
���������	��
����������&��'�*	����+	����	��������� 
to waive monthly fee. Those not enrolled in NYCB Elite will earn 1.01% APY on the 11 Month CD. 

Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors.
©2016 New York Community Bank – Member FDIC 
 

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Cool Summer  
Savings!

NYCB ELITE RATE 11-MONTH CD

1.11% 
APY1

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest.  
Get this great rate when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your 
���������/����������3�NYCB Elite Gold Checking account 
and maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances2.

Vincenzo Palazzolo, 
67, of Jackson Heights 
died Sunday.

Palazzolo, born to the 
late Anna and Michael 
Palazzolo of Sicily, was 
the elder son of four chil-
dren.

After emigrating 
from Sicily, he worked as 
a masonry for Local 79.

He is survived by 
his three children: Mi-
chael Palazzolo of Rhode 
Island; Anna Romero 
Palazzolo of Jackson 
Heights; Anthony Illiano 
of Brooklyn; and three 
grandchildren—Robert, 

Javin and Jovanni.
He also leaves his 

sister Anna, formerly of 
Bayside and now livng 
in Florida, and a brother 
Nunzio of Ronkonkoma, 
L.I.

A viewing was held 
Tuesday at Farenga Fu-
neral Home at 3808 Dit-
mars Blvd. in Astoria, 
Funeral services fol-
lowed Wednesday at St. 
Francis of Assisi at 21-17 
45th St. in Astoria. 

He was buried at Saint 
Raymond’s Cemetery in 
the Bronx.

Former MTA Chair-
man Robert Kiley, whose 
administration brought 
the end of the subway to-
ken and introduced the 
MetroCard, died Tues-
day.  He was 80.

 He also oversaw a 
major restoration of a 
long-declining transit 
system, with an ambi-
tious $16 billion program 
that bought new subway 
cars and buses, updated 
subway stations and 
lured passengers back to 
public transportation. It 
was an era when subway 
and bus ridership was 
falling amid track fires, 
equipment failures and 
chronic delays.

 Kiley was appointed 

MTA chairman by Gov. 
Mario Cuomo and served 
from November 1983 to 
January 1991.

The MTA under Ki-
ley’s leadership also de-
clared war on graffiti, 
which at that time cov-
ered most subway cars. 
He hired Bill Bratton as 
chief of the city’s Transit 
Police, which became the 
first of the current police 
commissioner’s three 
stints in New York City.

 Kiley also oversaw 
transit systems in Bos-
ton and London.

Born Sept. 16, 1935, in 
Minneapolis, Kiley and 
died at his home in  Chil-
mark, Mass.

—Philip Newman

Robert Kiley, 80

Vincenzo Palazzolo, 67

number of Asian Tiger 
mosquitoes as a precau-
tion. For the spraying of 
Queens the DOH will use 
a low concentration of 
DUET Duel-Action Adul-
ticide, which when used 
properly, poses no harm 
to human health, the 
Health Department said. 
To avoid direct exposure 
the DOH recommended 
staying indoors, if possi-
ble during the spraying, 
and to remove children’s 
toys and equipment from 
outdoor areas during the 
spraying.

This week the DOH 
updated the guidelines 
on testing for Zika. Pre-
viously the DOH recom-
mended pregnant wom-
en, or women planning 
to get pregnant and their 
sexual partners who 
travelled to Zika effect-
ed areas be tested. Now 
they are recommending 
anyone with Zika like 
symptoms get tested, the 
symptoms include fever, 
rash and conjunctivitis, 
according to DOH. 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Zika
Continued from Page 20

OBITUARIES
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Dragon boats liven up a summer day

Dragon boats got their name from the figurehead on the 
bow. 

The boss, Flushing Meadows Park Administrator Janice Melnick, looks on.

The master drummer pounds out a beat for the dancers and dragon puppeteers in the parade that kicks off the day.

On the lake at Flushing Meadows Corona Park, one of the city's most colorful amateur sports competitions, the 26th an-
nual Dragon Boat Races, drew thousands of people last week, including this group of rowers calling themselves Metro 
Athletic Dragons—or the MAD team.

A student at NY Shaolin Temple Kung Fu Centers shows his 
best Bruce Lee stuff. 

The undisputed star of the opening ceremonies parade is a 25-foot-long dragon.

Photos by Naeisha Rose
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Rates as low as

5.95%
 APR*

MCU Personal Loans - 
a simple solution.

* APR= Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll deduction as 

method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment through payroll deduction or 

direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. 5.95% APR available for amounts up to $15,000. 

Higher loan rates apply for amounts in excess of $15,000. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Planning a
wedding

Consolidate
bills

New furniture 
or appliances

To meet your important or unexpected needs:

Facebook.com/nymcu @NYMCU_News
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Baptizing the faithful on the Boulevard

Four friends prepare to baptized together at a mass ceremony outside The Rock Church in Elmhurst, just off 
Queens Boulevard.

Outside the church, this kid delivers balloons to the 
 celebration.

Hundreds of congregants of The Rock Church lined up 
to be immersed in one of two huge backyard pools.

This young, wheelchair-bound girl drew a big crowd when her fa-
ther carried her into the pool for the immersion rite.

One of the ushers baptizing parishioners is swept up by the spirit.

On the corner of Queens Boulevard and 57th Avenue, churchgoers en-
courage driver to "Honk for Jesus" and dance to Christian rock.

Photos by Michael Shain

The Rock Church in Elmhurst is non-denominational and highly multicultural, offering 
Sunday services in Spanish, Mandarin and Filipino as well as English. 
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REGISTER NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2016!!

Learning & Fun All Rolled Into One!
Established for 18 years

The Crayon Box Preschool believes in giving children a foundation 
of education they can take with them throughout their student years.

Great Teacher/Student Ratios Full Size Indoor Gym  
Outdoor Playground Flexible Schedule for Working Families

CALL MS. VIRGINIA @ 718-888-9341 
OR STOP BY 44-10 192ND STREET, FLUSHING

Visit our website for pricing and pictures

www.crayonboxpreschool.com
Look for us on Facebook: crayonboxpreschool

VOTED
THE BEST

PRE-SCHOOL
IN

QUEENS

LIMITED SPACE 
AVAILABLE

Professional Academic 
Curriculum

Serving Ages 
2 to 6 Years Old

Ask about our NEW afterschool!! Homework help, organized play/coding 
checkout some pics and reviews @ facebook.com/thecurrentacademy

or website www.CurrentAcademy.com
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JAMS gets Jamaica’s streets jumping

Little 8-year-old Julie Winters croons a tune from the main 
stage on opening day.  Photo by Nat Valentine

The best view of JAMS may be this one, from the roof of the 103rd Precinct.   
Photo by Nat Valentine

Some people at the Jamaica Arts and Music Festival were not prepared for a mid-afternoon 
downpour.  Photo by Nat Valentine

These dancers in lighted suits have to wait until after dark to take the stage.  Photo by Nat Valentine

A clown who specializes in making balloon animals is look-
ing for customers during the  Junction Boulevard Festival in 
Jackson Heights.  Photo by Steve Alvarez

In Daniel M. O’Connell Park in St. Albans, Councilmember 
Daneek Miller and a group of volunteers stop their park clean-
up long enough to take a selfie. Courtesy of Councilman Miller

Back to school time has state Sen. Jose Peralta handing out 
backpacks filled with supplies to kids in Corona with a hand 
from Public Advocate Letitia James (l) and state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (green shirt).  Courtesy of state Sen. Peralta
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for ev-
eryone.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit 
by a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or 

your presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cy-
cling. You want all of your 
senses to be available to 
avoid accidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

could injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped be-
fore crossing the road or 

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to 
catch a bus or stepping out 
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/12/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

SOLD!
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/12/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

QUALITY
PRE-OWNED CARS

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

SOLD!
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LATE

J O I N  U S  F O R  B R E K FA S T,  L U N C H  O R  D I N N E R

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.)

NEVADADINERNY.COM

CHEF’S DAILY  
LUNCH MENU

 

 
 

MOUTH WATERING 
COMPLETE DINNER 

SPECIALS
 
 

SERVED 12NOON-10PM 7 DAYS A WEEKMONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-4PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM-10PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-11AM

GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST SPECIALS
1 1/4 lb. Maine Lobster

Corn on the cob, baked potato, choice of soup or 
salad (Manhattan or New England Clam Chowder)

Our Maine Lobster Fest Continues...

$22.95 $21.95

Robert Salant, a sea-
soned public relations pro-
fessional, retired last Fri-
day from Flushing House 
after serving there for 17 
years. Mr. Salant has over 
30 years professional ex-
perience as a corporate 
communications writer 
and public relations spe-
cialist. 

 As director of commu-
nity relations at Flush-
ing House, Mr. Salant has 
been responsible for: de-
velopment and execution 
of communications me-
dia and public relations 
initiatives which promote 
and support the Flushing 
House mission; for contact 
with editors and report-
ers to pitch stories, write 
and place press releases; 
for placement of display 
ads in media; for produc-
tion and distribution of 
printed media such as bro-
chures, flyers and news-
letters.  He also contrib-
uted as the website writer 

and editor.  Mr. Salant 
maintained ongoing re-
lations with government 
officials and advocated 
for the needs of Flush-
ing House: he secured a 
new bus from the New 
York State Department of 

Transportation; secured 
Local Discretionary Fund 
grants from Legislators 
for a Computer Learning 
Center; obtained a CCTV 
magnifier for small print 
publications, etc.  He co-
ordinated the Flushing 

House annual Galas and 
established the annual 
Rose Kryzak Senior Lead-
ership Awards, named 
after the famous resident 
of Flushing House who 
spearheaded passage of 
the EPIC* bill in 1987.  
He created the Flushing 
House tagline, celebrate 
living every day™ and 
also the parent organiza-
tion’s tagline, Expand-
ing Horizons For Older 
Adults™.  He served as a 
long-time member of the 
board of Queens Inter-
agency Council on Ag-
ing, and is a former board 
member of the Queens 
Historical Society.  Mr. 
Salant has been on staff 
since July 29, 1999 and re-
tired on July 29, 2016.

Earlier in his career, 
Mr. Salant served as Pub-
lic Relations Director of 
Jamaica Water Supply 
Company, Lake Success, 
New York, before the firm 
was purchased by New 

York City.  He also served 
as the Senior Writer for 
the Public Affairs and 
Marketing Department at 
New York Presbyterian 
Hospital, Queens.

Robert and his wife 
Deborah reside in Frank-
lin Square, New York.  
Born and raised in the 
Bronx, he graduated from 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, 
New York, with a Bach-
elor of Industrial Design 
Degree.

Built in 1974, Flushing 
House is the largest non-
profit retirement commu-
nity in New York State, 
and one of the first to offer 
older adults “Independent 
Living” along with sup-
portive services on prem-
ises.  The address of Flush-
ing House is: 38-20 Bowne 
Street, Flushing, NY 11354.  
Please go to www.flushing-
house.com for more infor-
mation.

*(EPIC – Elderly Pharmaceu-
tical Insurance Coverage)

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Flushing House Director of Community Relations Retires
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Is Gen Z totally digital?
A

ll students head-
ing back to school 
this year are part 
of the new gen-

eration known as Gen Z. 
Born in the years of 1995-
2012, this group is defined 
by the fact that they grew 
up with a widespread us-
age of technology from a 
very young age. Laptops, 
software, apps and digi-
tal devices have granted 
them powerful tools to 
access nearly the entire 
bank of human knowl-
edge. However, it is im-
portant to understand 
this generation is not 
solely digital, as studies 
have found handwriting 
and analog tools remain 
important elements of 
communication when it 
comes to learning.

According to a recent 
study commissioned by 
Post-it, 85 percent of Gen 
Z students feel they learn 
best when they use both 
digital and non-digital 

tools for schoolwork.
The study underlines 

how this group lives in a 
“phigital” world, a term 
coined by David Still-
man, an author, speaker 
and expert on Gen Z. That 
is, physical and digital. 
He finds “Gen Z students 
are adept and fluent with 
technology, yet they still 
value and see the benefits 
of non-digital practices 
such as writing things 
down with pen and paper 
and especially communi-
cating face-to-face.”

His son, Jonah Still-
man, a 17-year-old high 
school student who writes 
and speaks about Gen Z, 
agrees, “I can’t imagine 
life without technology, 
as I use it throughout the 
day, even at school. How-
ever, when I’m studying 
for that big test or trying 
to remember something 
from class, I find it helps 
to actually write things 
down.” 

By understanding 
how Gen Z students 
think, communicate and 
learn best, parents can 
set them up for success as 
they head back to school.

Harness the 
strengths of both 
digital and analog 
study tools.

According to the same 
study, 61 percent of re-
spondents use both digi-
tal devices and handwrit-
ten notes for school work. 
In fact, 81 percent stated 
that they would feel re-
stricted if they could 
only work on digital de-
vices. Before the start of 
the school year, talk to 
your student about their 
needs and find digital 
and non-digital tools that 
complement one another. 
Perhaps they would pre-
fer to open a textbook 
and flag key points to 
remember rather than 
download the e-book on 

their tablet. On the other 
hand, they may prefer 
an e-book but learn best 
when they can jot down 
key facts on paper.

Find a note-taking 
solution that works. 

Handwritten notes 
helped 93 percent of 
students keep up with 
schoolwork in a typical 
week. Whether they pre-
fer to type lecture notes 
or write them out, stu-
dents will better recall 
and retain important 
information when they 
extract key details from 
a dense outline of notes. 
Therefore, as students 
review their notes, they 
should jot down facts 
and reminders on sticky 
notes. Not only does the 
act of writing enhance 
retention, but the notes 
can stick and restick to 
organize ideas in a note-
book or on a desk, as well 
as be used as flash cards.

“Using sticky notes 
is ideal as it taps into 
exactly how Gen Z has 
been trained to com-
municate,” says Still-
man. “From social me-
dia posts to texts, they 
typically write in sound 
bites. Giving them a full 
sheet of paper would feel 
more out of place, if not 
overwhelming.”

Remember how Gen Z 
interacts and commu-
nicates with others. 

While Gen Z has spent 
years texting and tweet-
ing, electronic commu-
nication is not the only 
medium. In fact, 84 per-
cent of Gen Z said they 
prefer face-to-face com-
munication, according 
a study called “Gen Z @ 
Work,” conducted by Gen 
Z Guru and the Institute 
for Corporate Productiv-
ity. An in-person meet-
ing works well for these 
students. Therefore, con-

sider setting up a weekly 
after-school session with 
a teacher, or review les-
sons with a tutor or peer.

Understand there is a 
time and place for digital 
devices, but balance is 
key. Some students may 
be distracted in class-
rooms by the tempta-
tion to text friends and 
browse social media, 
while other students 
find digital devices are 
helpful for tasks like re-
searching information 
for a report or reading 
current events. 

Reach your goal. 
You’re 42 percent 

more likely to get some-
thing done if you write 
it down, according to 
research from the Do-
minican University of 
California. Encouraging 
students to write down 
their goals is a way to 
help them achieve in the 
new school year.
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German   Lessons
for 

Children

A Bilingual German 
After School Program

New York State
Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

It’s that time of year 
again when college stu-
dents everywhere begin 
to shift gears from sum-
mer fun to study mode. 
Every school year is 
an opportunity to start 
fresh, make new friends 
and, most importantly, 
learn in and outside the 
classroom. 

Pop icon and entre-
preneur MC Hammer 
gave the commencement 
speech at his son’s high 
school graduation, of-
fering tips for the class 
of 2016 as they embark 
on their next phase -col-
lege. Hammer shares his 
three foundations for 
college and beyond:

Space: Whether in a 
dorm room or an apart-
ment, don’t let small, 
shared quarters cramp 
your style. Create an in-
spirational yet efficient 
space ideal for studying 
and relaxing.

• Allow your envi-

ronment to move you. 

Hammer has always 
found that the best work 
comes from a space that 
inspires you. Transform 
your dorm space with 
photos, quotes and post-
ers that spark creativity 
and spur focus. If your 
dorm is full of distrac-

tions, find quiet and con-
centration in the library 
or local coffee shop.

• Don’t lose your 

deposit. “Nailing it” is 
great when acing a test, 
but not when it comes to 
hanging things in your 
dorm room. Put down 
the hammer and create 
a space that inspires you 
by using products that 
won’t leave nail holes 
in your walls when it’s 
time to move out.  

People: College is 
about creating lifelong 
friendships and starting 
a professional network. 
Surround yourself with 
good people and value 
those relationships 
above all else. 

• Remember and 

use names. Remember-
ing names can be hard, 
especially when you are 
consistently meeting 
new people—professors, 
RAs, study groups and 
friends. Make a con-
scious decision to associ-
ate new people you meet 
with their names. Try 
repeating the name in 
your head or associating 
the person with a story 
to help you remember it. 

• Get involved. Join a 
club, play an intramural 
sport or volunteer with 

a local charity. By seek-
ing out activities, you 
give yourself a chance 
to learn outside of the 
classroom while also 
building your resume. 

Passions: Never lose 
your appetite to know 
more, learn more or do 
more.

• Read. Read every-
thing, including pub-
lications that discuss 
business, politics, edu-
cation, science, culture 
- the more you know, the 
more successful you’ll 
be. By diversifying your 
reading materials, you 
may unearth new pas-
sions you never knew 
existed. 

• Learn that oppo-
sites often attract. Some 
of the most confident 
and successful people 
are skilled in a variety 
of subjects that seem-
ingly don’t match—like 
music and artificial in-
telligence. You’ll be sur-
prised by how you can 
pair your knowledge 
and interests together to 
create something unique 
and marketable.

Get more back to col-
lege tips from MC Ham-
mer at Command.com/
DoNoHarm. 

Making this school year 
a productive experience
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Don’t you want the best education for your child? 

119-17 union turnpike, forest hills, ny 11375-6143 | 718.268.4667 | www.kewforest.org

Kew-ForestSchool

The

Inspired Education Since 1918

Fall 2016

Open House Schedule

LOWER SCHOOL  

(Early Childhood - Grade 5)

Saturday, September 17 • 11am - 1pm

Saturday, October 15 • 10am - 12pm

Saturday, November 12 • 11am - 1pm

MIDDLE/UPPER SCHOOL 

(Grades 6 - 12)

Thursday, September 29 • 5pm - 7pm

Thursday, October 13 • 5pm - 7pm

Thursday, November 17 • 5pm - 7pm

To RSVP please visit  

www.kewforest.org

Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School 

is an independent, co-ed, college preparatory school 

for students in early childhood through 12th grade. 

With more than 250 students hailing from 65  

countries around the globe, Kew-Forest produces 

citizens of our school and the world.

Today the School maintains a rich tradition of fostering 

“high standards of excellence, discipline and a 

sincere spirit of service.”  

We invite you to come see what we’re all about.

For more information, please contact:

Henry C. Horne

Director of Admission and Enrollment Management

e: hhorne@kewforest.org  |  t: (718) 268-4667 ext. 125
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Ah, the plight of par-
ents with college-bound 
children.

According to the just-
released 9th annual na-
tional “College Savings 
Indicator Study” con-
ducted by Fidelity Invest-
ments, while more par-
ents than ever before are 
socking away money to 
finance their children’s 
college educations—69 
percent nationwide, up 5 
percent from last year—
they’re still on track to 
save just 27 percent of 
their stated goals by the 
start of freshman year.

Even non-math whiz-
zes can see what’s de-
scribed as “the challenge 
ahead” implied by these 
two numbers: $232 (the 
median monthly amount 
parents report saving) 
and $31,231 (the current 
average annual cost of 
tuition and fees at pri-
vate colleges).

Of particular interest 

may be the behavior of 
millennial parents.

This is the genera-
tion, born between 1981 
and 1997, whose particu-
lar revelation from the 
2008 recession was how 
tough it is paying off 
their own student loans 
while trying to establish 
a career (56 percent who 
graduated with such debt 

remain saddled with it). 
So it’s understandable, 
as the study found, that 
they “appear particu-
larly determined to help 
their children” avoid the 
same plight—specifical-
ly, by planning on cover-
ing 8 percent more than 
the 66 percent of their 
offspring’s college costs 
than parents overall.

“Millennials have 
weathered challenging 
conditions for much of 
their adulthood, and have 
adopted smart savings 
habits at a higher rate 
than their older counter-
parts,” says Keith Bern-
hardt, vice president of 
retirement and college 
products at Fidelity.

Here are some ideas 

you might not have 
thought of to keep from 
underfunding your own 
kids’ higher education: 

• Consider opening a 
529 Plan. According to 
the survey, 93 percent 
of parents using one of 
these state- or state-agen-
cy-sponsored, dedicated 
college accounts say it 
helps keep them on tar-
get. Savings can be used 
for tuition, books, and 
other education-related 
expenses. And the best 
part? Federal income 
taxes are deferred on any 
earnings, and separate 
state tax deductions may 
also apply.

• Get with the trend. 
You’ve heard of wedding 
registries set up to help 
finance a honeymoon 
in, say, exotic Bora Bora, 
right? Well, it’s the same 
for college.  If you have 
a 529 Plan through Fi-
delity, for example, its 
free 529 Online Gifting 

Service lets friends and 
family contribute to your 
account—with a private 
dashboard provided for 
you to send invitations 
and track gifts.

• Reallocate pre-
school dollars. If your 
child has aged out of 
day care and afterschool 
care, that’s an average of 
$730 in monthly fees that 
could instead be squir-
reled away in a dedicated 
college savings account.

One other finding to 
emerge from the study: 
70 percent of all par-
ents say they need more 
“guidance” on the whole 
subject. According to 
Fidelity, one of their 
most popular resources 
is an interactive, online 
College Savings Quick 
Check that lets you see 
how you’re progressing.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Millennial parents prep for college crunch

What do the foods 
your children eat have to 
do with the grades they 
bring home? Surpris-
ingly, more than many 
people think.

Research shows that 
certain vitamins and 
nutrients support brain 
health and development. 
That means the snacks, 
meals and supplements 
your child consumes can 
give them an academic 
edge, in the classroom 
and in life.

Lauren Zimet, direc-
tor of the Early Insights 
Healthy Foundations 
Program and a mother 
herself, understands 
how food can empower 
the body and brain. Here 
are Zimet’s top picks 
for brain foods that can 
help support your child’s 
learning and develop-
ment.

Powerful proteins
Protein for break-

fast and lunch will not 
only curb hunger pangs 

throughout the school 
day, but will also help 
sustain mental energy 
and level moods. Kid-
friendly protein ideas 
include eggs, organic 
chicken/turkey/beef, 
non-GMO nitrate-free 
turkey bacon, and beans. 
Have leftovers from last 
night? Dinners in the U.S. 
traditionally have more 
protein than other meals, 
so eating last night’s left-
overs in the morning 
is a fun brain-boosting 
breakfast option.

Incredible 
 carbohydrates

Some examples of 
healthy complex carbo-
hydrates to incorporate 
into your child’s diet are 
brown rice, quinoa and 
oats. These types of carbs 
elevate levels of serotonin 
in the brain, which has 
a calming effect. Need 
bread? Look for organic 
options so you can feel 
confident your child is 
consuming the nutrients 

they need and not the ad-
ditional chemicals that 
are commonly found in 
conventional breads and 
grains.

Fantastic fats
Did you know the 

brain is about 60 percent 
fat? That means when 
your kids eat healthy 
fats, it can support brain 
function. Pack snacks 
with nuts, seeds and 
avocado. When cook-
ing, replace unhealthy 
hydrogenated oils with 
healthier options such 
as extra-virgin olive oil 
or coconut oil. Eat more 
meals with cold-water 
fish like salmon to get 
more omega-3 essential 
fats, which play an inte-
gral role in promoting 
cellular health and brain 
development.

Mighty nuts 
and seeds

These nutritional 
powerhouses provide 
generous amounts of 

calories, fats, complex 
carbohydrates, protein, 
vitamins, minerals 
and fiber. Kids can en-
joy making their own 
healthy seed-nut snack 
mixes, then package in 
baggies or small contain-
ers. Also, try swapping 
traditional peanut butter 
for other nut butters like 
almond or cashew for a 
healthier take on PB&J.

Super supplements
Omega-3 fish oil sup-

plements are becoming 

more and more recog-
nized as part of a healthy 
family diet. They are a 
convenient source of the 
omega-3s - especially 
EPA and DHA - that are 
so crucial to optimal 
brain health and func-
tion. It’s important to 
know where your fish 
oil comes from and how 
it is purified. Nordic 
Naturals specializes in 
purified, molecularly 
distilled oils that come 
in various formulations, 
including a variety of op-

tions for children. Learn 
more at www.nordicnat-
urals.com.

Vivacious veggies 
and fruit

Real, whole foods 
like fresh fruits and veg-
etables support brain 
health while calming the 
nervous system during 
times of stress. Blueber-
ries, raspberries and 
strawberries are full of 
antioxidants and vita-
min C, which research 
shows helps regulate 
cortisol, a hormone re-
sponsible for stress. And 
don’t forget bananas! 
Not only are they full of 
potassium, but they also 
help the body produce 
hormones that help re-
duce stress and promote 
better sleep.

By paying a little at-
tention to the foods your 
child eats, you’ll be set 
for a healthy start to 
a brain-smart school 
year!

Foods that can supplement academic success
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It’s Registration Time at the 
Robert Mann Dance Centre!

Registration

Over 50 Years of Excellence in Dance Education

FALL DANCE INTENSIVE
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The future looks bright for a ne-
glected Queens landmark, thanks 
to a no-holds-barred ideas com-
petition that yielded remarkable 
blueprints for its transformation.

How do you reinvent a decades-
old, deteriorating architectural icon 
for the 21st century?  That question 
sparked a spirited local, national 
and international dialogue after 
participants in the New York State 
Pavilion Ideas Competition were 
asked to re-imagine one of the last 
vestiges of the 1964 World’s Fair. 

It turns out that the once-vi-

brant New York State Pavilion, lo-
cated in Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park, was quite popular, even 
in faraway places like Seattle and 
Bhopal, India.

The competition was sponsored 
by Borough President Melinda 
Katz in partnership with two non-
profits: the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation and the People 
for the Pavilion. Combining imag-
ination and innovation with an 
“anything goes” approach, it in-

spired an outpouring of creativity.  
An open call for Pavilion 

makeover ideas resulted in the 
collection of 250-plus submis-
sions between March 1 and July 
1 from across the United States 
as well as over 20 other countries.  
Based on this unique endeavor, it 
was clearly evident that there are 
many concerned and community-
minded people out there, who are 
surprisingly passionate about the 

Continued on Page 43

BACK 
to theto theFUTURE

A design competition fi nds new looks and 
uses for one of the borough’s cultural icons

Pictured top, "Hanging Garden" by Aidan Doyle and Sarah Wan was the 
first-prize winner in the New York State Pavilion Design Competition 

Photo courtesy National Trust for Historic Preservation and People for the Pavilion
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PRODUCTIONS

The 5th Annual UNFringed Festival — Long 
Island City’s Secret Theatre is presenting a 
festival of 10 plays that call into question 
the way we see both ourselves and the 
world around us. The festival includes “As 
He Likes It,” a contemporary reworking of 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It”; “Unturning,” 
a musical adaptation of Thomas Hardy’s 
“The Return of the Native”; and “The King 
is Dead,” which addresses the trials and 
tribulations of looking for love on Tinder.
When: Through Aug. 21
Where: 44-02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18 general admission for each show
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com/
Unfringed2016-5.html

“La Cage aux Folles” — Harvey Fierstein and 
Jerry Herman’s award-winning musical about 
all kinds of marriage hits the stage at the 
Rockaway Theater Company.
When: Friday, Aug. 12 and Saturday, Aug. 13 
at 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 14 at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort 
Tilden/Rockaway
Cost: $20 adults, $15 seniors and children

Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Little Shop of Horrors” — America’s 
best-loved “horror comedy rock musical,” 
featuring a hapless fl orist, the girl he loves 
and a very unusual house plant, is the latest 
production by the St. Gregory’s Theatre 
Group.
When: Friday, Aug. 12 at 8 pm; Saturday, Aug 
13 at 2 pm and 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 14 at 2 pm
Where: St. Gregory the Great Church., 242-20 
88th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: $18 for adults, $15 for seniors and 
students, $7 for kids
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: www.sgtg.org

“Grease” — Indulge your inner T-Bird or 
Pink Lady by seeing the JC Players put on 
their production of this long-time audience 
favorite. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 13 at 8 pm; Sunday, 
Aug. 14 at 3 pm
Where: Glendale-Maspeth United Methodist 
Church, 66-14 Central Ave., Glendale
Cost: $18 adults, $15 kids
Contact: (917) 647-7526
Website: www.jcplayers.com

Answers in Sports

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COMDCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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BY MERLE EXIT

The story of “La Cage aux 
Folles” has moved back and 
forth between the stage and 
screen over the years. Starting 
out as a 1973 play, it was turned 
into a hit 1978 film. It made its 
way back to the stage in 1983, 
when the team of Harvey Fier-
stein and Jerry Herman trans-
formed it into a Tony Award-
winning musical. In 1996, it 
was remade as “The Birdcage,” 
a film which starred Robin 
Williams and Nathan Lane, 
and changed the story’s setting 
from the French Riviera to Mi-
ami’s South Beach.

Now community theaters 
are trying their hand at “La 
Cage.” It is far from an easy 
task as Rockaway Theatre 
Company found out.

For those not familiar with 
the story, it concerns Georges 
(John Heffernan) and Albin 
(Chazmond J. Peacock), lov-
ers who own a nightclub that 
produces drag shows featur-
ing Albin—aka Zaza—as the 
star and Georges as the em-

cee. Georges also has a son, 
Jean-Michael (Frank Caiati), 
the product of a long-ago fling 
with a woman. Jean-Michel 
grew up living with Georges 
and Albin, whom he thought 
of as “mother.” Now in his 20s, 
he has found a woman who he 
wants to marry.

But there’s a complication. 
Jean-Michel’s fiancée, Anne 
(Leigh Billon), has a father 
(David Risley), who is head of 
the “Tradition, Family and 
Morality Party,” which has the 
goal of closing the local drag 
clubs. He and Anne’s mother 
(Luisa Boyaggi) want to meet 
their future in-laws and Sybil, 
Jean-Michel’s birth mother, 
wants to visit. How will Albin 
fit in?

In this production, the 
audience doubles up on their 
role. Whenever the scenes 
take place at the club, the au-
dience becomes the patrons. 
During these times some ac-
tors will sit at a table placed on 
either side of the stage front as 
if they were at the show. Most 
of the other scenes take place 

at Georges’ and Albin’s apart-
ment, located above the club.

Credit for the succes of this 
production must first go to the 
production crew, larger than 
the 35-plus cast. beginning with 
Director John Gilleece and Mu-
sical Director Richard Louis-
Pierre. Nicola De Pierro-Nellen 

took on the choreography.
The acting is also excep-

tional. Peacock and Matthew 
Smilardi, who plays Georges’ 
and Albin’s drag-queen maid, 
are standouts. Special sing-
ing kudos go to Boyaggi, Jodee 
Timpone (who plays Jacque-
line), and Caiati. Heffernan 

certainly made his mark. 
This was Peacock’s first 

experience of dressing up as 
a woman. “After dressing in 
drag, I learned that it is a lot 
of hard work,” Peacock said. “I 
have extreme admiration for 
drag performers who do this 
for a profession!”

“The Cagelles (the perform-
ers in the club) and I went to 
a couple of drag shows to see 
what it’s like to perform in that 
context. I didn’t get a chance to 
talk to any of the performers we 
saw, but I was brought onstage 
by one of them during some au-
dience participation!” he said.

The excitement the ac-
tors felt was succefully com-
municated to the audience. If 
the theatre was as large as a 
Broadway venue, the constant 
thunderous applause and 
cheering after each number 
would have been heard on the 
mainland. In fact, I was sur-
prised that the audience didn’t 
do “the wave.”

“La Cage aux Folles” will 
continue is run on Aug. 12 - 14 
and 19 - 21.

Matthew Smilardi (l-r), Chazmond J. Peacock and John Heffernan in the 
Rockaway Theatre Company production of "La Cage Aux Folles." 

Photo by Merle Exit

Rockaway meets Broadway in stellar ‘La Cage’
Award-winning musical gets award-worthy treatment in splashy, entertaining show

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, New York | At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon
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BY STEVE BARNES

In the slightly more 
than three years it spent 
at its location in Long Is-
land City, the Chain The-
ater put on a intriguing 
mix of theater, film and 
comedy. From its produc-
tions of “One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest” and 
“Hurlyburly” to the Un-
chained Festival, which 
featured a range of new 
and challenging works, 
the Chain was a distinc-
tive presence on the bor-
ough’s cultural scene.

But now, the most dra-
matic story that the Chain 
is involved in may well 
be the one concerning its 
own future. Having fall-
en victim to the western 
Queens real estate boom, 
the Chain closed its Long 
Island City location after 
its lease was terminated 
in February. 

Founder Kirk Gost-
kowski continues to 
look for a new home for 
the theater and has said 
that his goal is to keep it 
in Queens. He has been 
involved in fundraising 
to help the theater carry 
out its search, and has 
enlisted such figures as 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Woodside) to 
help support his quest.

However, he did not 
want that search to get 
in the way of presenting 
the 2016 Chain Film Fes-
tival, so for the festival’s 
fourth season, he set 
up shop across the East 
River—at Fourth Street 
Theater in the East Vil-
lage. And while the ad-
dress of the film festival 
may be a Manhattan 
one, the spirit behind it 
is the same as the one 
that kept the theater go-
ing while it was in Long 

Island City.
Running through 

Sunday, the 4th Annual 
Chain Film Festival is 
featuring a slate of more 
than 130 films from 
around the world. Bal-
ancing new talent with 
such established stars as 
Charlie Sheen and John 
Turturro, the festival is 
billed as “an intimate in-
dependent cinema event 
dedicated to bringing 
filmmakers together to 
connect with each other 
and share their work.” 
Gostkowski is leading 
what are being termed 
“talk backs” after every 
screening, giving audi-
ences a chance to get to 
know the filmmakers 
and other creative people 
involved in the process 
of making the movies the 
festival is presenting.

In keeping with the 
festival’s New York City 

focus, one of the awards it 
will be handing out is the 
NY Filmmaker award, 
which is dedicated to 

filmmakers living in the 
city. Also contributing to 
the festival’s Gotham-cen-
tered flavor is a special 

event it will be hosting 
on Sunday evening. To 
mark the 30th anniver-
sary of Martin Scorsese’s 
“The Color of Money,” 
there will be a conversa-
tion with Richard Price, 
the film’s screenwriter 
as well as a novelist and 
one of the writers for the 
current HBO series “The 
Night Of.”

With its emphasis 
on personal stories and 
forging a strong connec-
tion with audiences, the 
Chain may be thinking 
big about a new theater 
and a broader mission, 
but it also is a strong 
believer in the idea that 
small can be beautiful. 
As Richard Uhlig, an 
award-winning docu-
mentary filmmaker 
and a partcipant in past 
Chain Film Festivals, 
says, “Not only is the se-
lection of films superb, 
but the staff made a point 
of getting to know me 
and really supporting my 
film. All too often, small 
films can get lost in the 
shuffle of a festival. Not 
at Chain NYC.”

For more information 
on the Chain Film Fes-
tival, go to http://www.
chainfilmfestival.com.

The Chain Theater 
keeps the show going

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

The Chain Theater’s former home in Long Island City. 
Photo courtesy of The Chain Theatre
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FILM

Lincoln Center Comes to 
Queens — Queens Theatre 
presents outdoor screenings of 
some of the most remarkable 
performances from Lincoln 
Center on the Festival Lawn 
of Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park,  right behind Queens 
Theatre. In case of inclement 
weather, the screenings will 
be held inside Queens Theatre, 

on the mainstage. Tonight, a 
fi lmed concert including Renée 
Fleming and Andrea Bocelli will 
be screened.
When: Friday, Aug. 12 at 8pm
Where: Festival Lawn, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org/
content/lincoln-center-local-
screenings-0
Movie Nights in the 
Rockaways: Zootopia — In this 

animated movie, a rabbit police 
offi cer and a fox con artist join 
forces to crack a case.
When: Saturday, Aug. 13 from 8 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Broad Channel Park, 
Cross Bay Boulevard between 
East 16th Road and East 18th 
Road, Broad Channel
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 318-4000
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/13/movie-
night

Outdoor Cinema 2016: 
Aguirre, The Wrath of God 
— A madman’s search for El 
Dorado is at the center of 
Werner Herzog’s dreamlike 
movie. Movie-goers are 
invited to picnic on the 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 12-18, 2016

By Ed Canty

New England Menu
Across

1. June birthstone
6. Post-diet, ideally
10. Dracula, at 
times
13. Kukla's co-star
14. "The Taming of 
the Shrew" city
16. A pint, maybe
17. Maine menu 
item
19. Barbie's beau
20. Atlas features
21. Soft tissue
23. "Cheep" 
accommodations?
25. Sought 
damages
26. Hack
29. Kind of center
32. London subway 
to Brits
34. Frigid finish
36. Sleuth Wolfe
37. Coach's advice 
yo Base runner
39. Hubbubs
40. French monarch
41. "I could ___ 
horse!"
42. Tiny 
amphibians
44. Photo blowups: 
Abbr.
46. Genetic letters
47. Dirk of yore
48. Systems of 
waist removal?
50. Main and Wall: 
Abbr.
51. Give a little

53. "Buenos ___"
55. Lorax creator
58. Cuisine style
62. Drone, e.g.
63. Cape Cod menu 
item
65. ___ Today
66. Apportion
67. Munich denials
68. Caesar, for one
69. Line parts: 
Abbr.
70. "Super!"

Down

1. ___ sci (coll. 
major
2. Carolina college
3. Priestly garb
4. Ascended
5. A, B or C

6. Time of yr.
7. Songbird
8. Fan mail 
recipient
9. Drug smugglers
10. Menu item in 
colonial Boston, 
perhaps
11. TV's Trebek
12. Big ___ 
Conference
15. Native Alaskans
18. German coal 
city
22. Spay
24. In ___ (owing)
26. Actor James
27. Gofers
28. Boston menu 
item
30. Mac follower
31. _____ lobster

33. Patronize, as a 
restaurant
35. Lauder and 
namesakes
38. Highland miss
43. ___ Falls, NY
45. Knit or purl
49. Polynesian 
wrap
52. Takes the edge 
off
54. Ratty place
55. TV's Arnaz
56. Ad headline
57. E.P.A. concern
59. "Garfield" dog
60. Actress Olin
61. At one time, at 
one time
62. Greyhound, e.g.
64. Pennies: Abbr.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A BIT OF RUBBLE
A C T S A B Y S M T O A T
P O O H P L A N E O L L A
E C R U R A N I S M E G S
D O N T R O C K T H E B O A T

D U N K S N O S E Y
T A L O N S C O D Y
B L O W S T E N O E W E
S T O N E S T H R O W A W A Y
P O T R I D O F C E D E

C R T S S A C R E D
A M T O O B L A S E
P E B B L E B E A C H P R O S
A D A B R A L P H T O G A
R I L L A N I S E E A R N
T A L E S K E E T D R E G

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 42
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E
very now and then, the 
time comes for me to re-
introduce myself to the 
readers of this column. 

Many of you, I’d like to believe, 
have enjoyed my well-chosen 
words since my June 2007 de-
but in these pages, about 150 
columns ago, and maybe you 
even learned something.

The motive for “The Play’s 
The Thing” is to publicize and 
promote theater in Queens, 
where there is a lot of, but 
precious little publicity and 
coverage.  Most local groups 

come under the description of 
“community theater”, mean-
ing that they are non-profes-
sional, filled with people who 
make their living elsewhere.  
They are amateurs in the best 
sense—they love what they do 
and many are very good at it.  
Lots of time and effort go into 
putting on a show, while at-
tracting an audience is always 
a challenge.

I first got involved in local 
theater in the 1970s when I met 
a couple of young women—
hey, it happens—at Crocheron 
Park in Bayside, my tennis 
hangout, when they were pro-
ducing an outdoor play called 
“Park.” The two, Norma Gross-
man and Laura Wallace, were 
mainstays of the Fresh Mead-
ows Community Theatre, and 
they were looking for help.  

How could I turn them down!
For the next 20 years I act-

ed in many plays and musicals 
with a number of different 
companies. A particularly up-
beat one was the Gibson The-
atre Workshop, headed by Ken 
and Audrey Jensen, which 
performed in different ven-
ues and raised money for sev-
eral children’s charities. That 
group, like several others, now 
exists only in memory, but new 
ones emerge all the time.  One 
of the great pleasures in par-
ticipating in local theater is 
getting to meet lots of outgoing 
and outstanding people, form-
ing friendships and enjoying 
communal experiences that 
remain with you long after the 
final curtain.

In 1993 I launched The Out-
rageous Fortune Company in 

the 99-seat space at Queens 
Theatre in the Park. Over 17 
years, I produced 50 contem-
porary plays that drew many 
superb actors and great audi-
ence acclaim. For six years 
that company has been wan-
dering in the wilderness, seek-
ing another suitable venue in 
Northeast Queens to present 
more work of high quality. 
Check out our website to see 
our listing of cutting-edge 
plays, some of which you may 
have seen.

In the meantime, I stick 
with the practice of law in 
Douglaston, read lots of plays 
and reviews, and get to see 
many shows, here in Queens, 
on the Island, and by bridge-
and-tunnel in Manhattan.  Re-
cently, my first wife and I saw 
“Hamilton,” courtesy of our 

daughter as an anniversary 
present.  Yes, it’s real good, 
unique, and good history, but 
not quite up to the hype and 
the stratospheric ticket price.  
But I also saw my 6-year-old 
granddaughter Addison in a 
musical revue with kids of all 
ages – that of course is price-
less.  Note to producers: if you 
want to attract standing-room-
only audiences, do a children’s 
show.

I’ve written much about 
local theater in the last nine 
years, and I’ve profiled a num-
ber of local celebrities. As 
always, I welcome feedback 
from my readers, criticisms 
and suggestions, praise and 
disagreements. So let me hear 
from you.

Contact Ron Hellman at 
RBHOFC@gmail.com.

Bringing necessary publicity to a theater scene
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

grass, and take in muscial 
and dance performances as 
well as the fi lm.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 17 
from 7 pm - 10 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park,
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: http://
socratessculpturepark.org/
program/aguirre/

EVENTS

“Taiwan: A World of Orchids” 
— The Queens Botanical 
Garden puts on this three-day 
celebration of orchids.  There 
will be live music throughout 
the weekend and orchids will 
be available for sale at the 
garden’s gift shop.
When: Friday - Sunday, Aug. 
12 - 14 from 8 am to 5:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Museum admission is 
$6 for adults, $4 for seniors 
(62+) and students with ID, 
$2 for children (4-12)
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: http://www.
queensbotanical.org/
programs/orchids

Green Thumb Workshop: 
Power of Herbs — The 
healing power of herbs 
in treating such common 
sicknesses as asthma, 
diabetes and much more 
will be explored in this 
presentation.
When: Saturday, Aug. 13, 11 
am - 1 pm

Where: Sparrow’s Nest 
Community Garden, 54-01 
101st St.,  Corona
Contact: (212) 602-5300
Website: www.
greenthumbnyc.org/
gardenevents.html 

New York Restaurant 
Week — This bargain-
lover’s bonanza is helping 
adventurous diners save 
money until Aug. 19. This 
year four Queens eateries 
are taking part in the 
festivities: Vivialdi (201-
10 Cross Island Parkway, 
Bayside, 718-352-2300); MP 
Taverna - Astoria (31-29 
Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, 
718-777-2187); Trattoria 
L’Incontro (21-76 31st St., 
Astoria, 718-721-3532) and 
London Lennie’s (63-88 
Woodhaven Blvd., Rego Park, 
718-894-8084)
When: July 25 - Aug. 19
Cost: For a three-course 
lunch, $29; a three-course 
dinner is $42
Website: www.nycgo.com/
restuarant-week

MUSIC

Summer Sounds: SKA 
Orchestra — This 18-piece 
big band combines jazz, 
blues, ska, rock steady 
and reggae in an outdoor 
concert presented by the 
Kupferberg Center for Arts 
at Queens College.
When: Friday, Aug 12 from 6 
pm - 7 pm
Where: Lawrence Virgilio 
Playground, 52nd Street 
and Woodside Ave. between 
39th Road and 39th Drive, 
Woodside

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7270
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/12/
summer-sounds-ska-
orchestra

Salsa Warriors at FMCP 
— The Salsa Warriors 
perform traditional and 
new music. There will be 
a live band, salsa lessons, 
and non-stop dancing. 
When: Wednesday, Aug. 17 
from 7: 30 pm - 9 pm
Where: Unisphere at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/17/salsa-
warriors-at-fmcp

KIDS AND FAMILY

All Things Royal! — A sweet 
way to spend an afternoon. 
Kids will learn to pipe frosting 
onto cupcakes and decorate 
cookies in this workshop 
led by Selina Sabolboro, 
confectionary artist and 
founder of Epic Cake NYC.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 17, 2 
pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 226-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $21 per person
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Queens Museum: Passport 
Thursdays — Tonight, the 
spotlight is turned on Taiwan, 
with a screening of “Go 
Grandriders!” in which group 

of senior citizens, many of 
whom learn how to ride 
a motorcycle for the fi rst 
time, embark on a 13-day 
tour around the island on 
motorcycles. In addition, the 
Yuhan Su Band, a jazz quartet 
featuring the Taiwan-born 
vibraphonist Yuhan Su, will 
play. Before the presentation, 
there will be artmaking 
workshops for families.
When: Thursday, Aug. 18, 7 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

“The Women List” — 
Photographer Timothy 
Greenfi eld-Sanders, whose 
“The Black List” chronicled the 
stories of African Americans, 
now turns his eye toward a 
wide range of accomplished 
women in this show of 
photographs.
When: Through Nov. 28
Where: Fisher Landau Center 
for Art, 28-27 30th St., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Conact: (718) 937-9397
Website: www.fl cart.org

FITNESS

Canoeing (Intermediate) — 
This program, for those who 
already have some kayaking 
or canoeing experience, will 
help participants to sharpen 
their skill. Plus, it offers a 
welcome chance to get out 
on the open water
When: Saturday, Aug. 13, 2 

pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Bayswater Park, 35th 
Street and Beach Channel 
Drive, Far Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 628-2345
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/programs/rangers

Fitness Walk in Fort Totten 
Park— Get fi t with these 
twice-weekly, self-guided 2 
mile walks open to all adults. 
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
through Oct. 27, 6:30 pm
Where: Fort Totten Park Front 
Gate, Totten Road and Cross 
Island Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Tai Chi — Instructors from 
the Taoist Tai Chi Society of 
the USA lead classes in the 
Taoist method. 
When: Saturdays, from 11 am - 
noon, through Sept. 25
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, Broadway at Vernon 
Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

COMEDY

The Creek & The Cave — At 
this LIC club, it’s not enough 
to just be funny. “So You Think 
You Can Rap” encourages 
comedians to give their inner 
Kanye Wests free rein on 
stage. For “Wigging Out,” each 
stand-up performer must put 
on a wig selected by Carmen 
Lagala, and build a character 
based on that wig.  

When: “So You Think You 
Can Rap,” Saturday, Aug. 13 
at 11:59 pm; “Wigging Out,” 
Monday, Aug. 15 at 10pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

The Standing Room — The 
“smoothest comedians in 
town” are on the bill for White 
Chocolate Sunday, an event 
hosted by Christi Chiello and 
Petey DeAbreu.
When: Sunday, Aug. 14 at 
8 pm
Where: The Standing Room, 
47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 309-7666
Website: www.
standingroomlic.com

Q.E.D. — “Last Stop Laughs,” 
a new weekly late-night 
standup show, presents what 
the club calls “Astoria’s best 
comics performing on their 
home turf.” This evening’s 
cast of characters includes 
Jeff Maurer, a writer for “Last 
Week Tonight with John Oliver,” 
along with Frederic “Freddy 
G” Goldstein, Carolyn Bergier, 
Chris Gersbeck, Jake Vevera 
and Toni Piskin. For those 
who want to get on stage 
themselves, there are open 
mics Friday through Sunday at 
5 p.m. (sign up at 4:30 p.m.)
When: Saturday, Aug. 13 at 11 
pm (doors open at 10:30 pm)
Where: Q.E.D., 27-16 23rd 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 451-3873
Website: www.qedastoria.com

Continued from Page 41 

Arts
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Pavilion and its future.
The Pavilion really de-

serves a second chance. 
“It is often said that 

the New York State Pa-
vilion is Queens’ call-
ing card to the world,” 
Stephanie K. Meeks, 
president and CEO of the 
National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, said. 
“This structure lights 
up people’s imaginations 
and encourages us all to 
dream big.”

Happily, good things 
are in store for the va-
cant building. At a pre-
view event for “Pavilion 
Futures: The New York 
State Pavilion Ideas Com-
petition Exhibit,” which 
is up at the Queens Mu-
seum through Aug. 28, a 
diverse group of judges 
chose four winning 
makeover ideas that may 
hold the key to the Pavil-
ion’s future.

“All along, our goal 
has been to draw atten-
tion to the fun submis-
sions and creative ideas 
for the Pavilion’s re-use. 
The four winners are just 
that—they represent, ac-
cording to the judges, the 
most creative ideas,” Ja-
son Clement, director of 
Community Outreach at 
the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, said.

“We hope that public 
support and interest in 
the Pavilion will contin-
ue to help find funding 
for its restoration.”

Brave new design 
plans may soon turn 
the treasured relic into 
a structure that would 
complement the park’s 
existing attractions, 
serve nearby communi-
ties, and further invigo-
rate the borough.

“The New York State 
Pavilion is more than 
half a century old, but 
Philip Johnson’s iconic 
structure in the center of 
Queens is still the ‘Tent of 
Tomorrow’ to those who 
know it,” noted architec-
ture critic and Vanity 

Fair Contributing Edi-
tor Paul Goldberger, who 
was a keynote speaker 
and one of the judges at 
the event.

 “The outpouring of 
new ideas for its re-use not 
only shows how beloved 
this structure is, it gives 
me confidence that this 
great building can have 
a future that will be as 
meaningful as its past.”

The winning ideas 
represent the most excit-
ing, forward-thinking fu-
tures for the Pavilion: 

Philip Johnson’s orig-

inal design inspired the 
judges’ first-prize win-
ner, “Hanging Meadows” 
by Seattle-based archi-
tects Aidan Doyle and 
Sarah Wan. By repurpos-
ing the original pavilion, 
visitors would behold a 
suspended natural envi-
ronment with spectacu-
lar views of the city. 

“The primary inspi-
ration for us was find-
ing a way to repurpose 
the 16 existing 100-foot 
concrete piers” Doyle 
said. “A hanging garden, 
which combines native 

endangered habitats and 
educational settings, 
seemed like a great way 
to do that.” 

Javier Salinas, an 
architect from Williston 
Park, NY, came up with 
the second-prize winner, 
“Civic Hub.” Salinas said 
he was inspired to invigo-
rate the Pavilion’s charm 
by “restoring its original 
splendor and also make 
it a symbol of a public 
space that promotes peo-
ple’s health, happiness 
and wellbeing.”  

Third-prize winners 
and “Pavilion for the 
Community” designers 
Shaurya Sharma, 19, and 
Rishi Kejrewal, 20, live 
and study architecture 
in Bhopal, India. 

The Queens Winner 
was “Pavilion Park,” by 
Jamaica residents Cesar 
Juarez, 26, and Alida 
Rose Delaney, 24. They 
imagined a versatile 
communal space cen-
tered around a stage with 
built-in stadium seating, 
which would mirror the 
original structure. As 
locals, they had a special 
feeling for the pavilion 
and sought to pay hom-
age to its historical sig-
nificance by redesigning 
it into a multifunctional 
public space, and con-
verting it into a public 
park “that New Yorkers 
can call their own.”

The NYSP Fan Favor-
ite, chosen by popular 
vote on savingplaces.org, 

was “Tent of the Future” 
by Houiji Ramzi, Saint 
Etienne, France. The 
project envisions an open 
public space that would 
incorporate the Pavilion’s 
retro futuristic vibe.

“It is truly incredible 
what the imagination 
and a healthy dose of 
competition can engen-
der,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said.

A longtime advocate 
for the restoration of the 
Pavilion, Katz has allo-
cated nearly $6.5 million 
from her own discretion-
ary funds since coming 
into office in 2014, as 
well as an additional $6.5 
million in public funds 
to date for the Pavilion, 
including important 
electrical and structural 
improvements on the 
“Astro-View” Towers. 

To see all entries, vis-
it savingplaces.org

Continued from Page 37 

PAVILION

Second-prize winner "Civic Hub" by Javier Salinas, focuses on the Pavilion's potential to serve the public good. 
Photo courtesy National Trust for Historic Preservation and People for the Pavilion

IF YOU GO
“Pavilion Futures: 
The New York State 
Pavilion Ideas 
Competition Exhibit”

When: Through Aug. 
28, Wednesday through 
Sunday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Queens 
Museum. Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
Cost: $8 for adults, $4 
for seniors, free for 
children 18 and under
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

At the Queens Museum announcement of the winners of the New York State Pavilion design competition are (l-r) Salmaan Khan, People for the Pavilion; 
Cesar Juarez and Alida Rose Delaney, Queens winners; Borough President Melinda Katz; Javier Salinas, second-place winner; Jason Clement, National 
Trust for Historic Preservation Photo by Sakeenah Saleem
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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FLIP

on to bring improvements to 
Bell Boulevard. Music @ The 
Station is the improvement 
district’s way of welcoming 
newcomers to Bayside by 
sponsoring musicians to per-
form in a space near the lawn 
of the LIRR Station. The pro-
gram creates a welcoming at-
mosphere, which encourages 
visitors to come to the Bell 
Boulevard and enjoy what 
businesses have to offer. 

The BID’s street lamp 
program is funded partly by 
the improvement district and 
uses bargaining power by the 
DOT to acquire antique style 
street lamps to add a tone 
reminiscent of New York 
from the first half of the 19th 
Century. By working with 
the city’s bargaining power 
to purchase the lamps at a 
bulk rate and allowing DOT 
to manage the installations, 
the BID saves 25 percent of 
the cost. The street lamp de-
signs the BID is hoping to get 
its hands on are similar to 
those which can be found on 
the Triborough Bridge.

Sclair also discussed the 
effort between the BID, DOT 
and the LIRR to finally con-
struct a five-tier parking 

garage in the current loca-
tion of the DOT lot on 41st 
Avenue to relieve the stress 
on customers and employees 
searching for suitable park-
ing along the boulevard and 
its side streets. These plans 
have encountered complica-
tions from different angles. 
The LIRR will allow them to 
build within close proximity 
to the north side of the tracks, 
but Con Ed has restrictions 
against structures being 
build within a certain prox-
imity to the power lines it 
has in place. The BID is still 
working to acquire the fund-
ing for this project.

“We’re not a vehicle just to 
help merchants,” Bruccoleri 
said, explaining the impor-
tance of BID events which 
have the appearance of help-
ing the community more so 
than businesses. “We’re a ve-
hicle to bring the community 
and the merchants together.”

Matt Mamak, a corporate 
lawyer from Alston & Bird 
and a Bayside resident, spoke 
in front of the meeting to dis-
cuss labor laws with business 
owners.

Representatives of Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) and Borough President 
Melinda Katz audited the 
meeting on behalf of elected 
officials.

of occupancy, the DOB said.
Massage parlors located at 

45-53 162nd St., 45-74 162nd St., 
162-13 46th Ave. and 45-60 162nd 
St. were inspected in June and 
a vacate order was issued on 
three  of the four except for the 
45-74 162nd St. location.  Two 
of the businesses removed the 
signs, Avella said.

“It’s unbelievable just how 
many of these ‘massage par-
lors’ exist in our communities, 
operating under false pre-
tenses in an effort to conceal 
illegal acts,” Avella said, The 
lawmaker also expressed the 
fear “that women employed at 
these ‘massage parlors’ may be 
victims of human trafficking.”

Shady massage parlors 
have been a big concern for 
residents and leaders in Flush-
ing for years. In March the 
Queens North vice unit made 
31 arrests after inspections 
were made at 18 massage par-
lors in the greater Flushing 
area. The charges included 
unauthorized practice of pro-
fession, practicing a profes-
sion without a license and 
prostitution-related charges, 
police said.

Avella has notified the DA 
and the NYPD of the DOB’s 
findings and hopes that crimi-
nal charges will be brought 
against the operators and that 
the criminal charges will de-
ter other businesses from en-
gaging in similar practices, 

“We must do everything we 
can to eradicate these shame-

ful business practices,” he 
said. “These illegal business-
es, and ones similar, must be 
removed from our communi-
ties once and for all.” 

While the DOB did not in-
vestigate the massage parlors 
specifically for human traf-
ficking and prostitution, the 
community is worried that 
these crimes may be taking 
place, according to Avella’s of-
fice. The state senator is wait-
ing for an official response 
from NYPD and the Queens 
DA’s office on further charges. 

Earlier this year the 
NYPD’s Vice Enforcement Di-
vision arrested several people 
who were running massage 
parlors in Ridgewood, Glen-
dale and Maspeth as part of 
an ongoing investigation into 
illegal activity in Queens.

Continued from Page 1 

Massage
Continued from Page 1 

BIDs

Cross Island Parkway, Stop & 
Shop at 249 Northern Blvd. or 
the Stop & Shop at 213-215 26th 
Ave.

“With the Food Universe 
takeover, we had the under-
standing that they were going 
to honor our agreement, which 
we had in place with Wald-
baums,” Wallace said, but he 

new owners announced they 
would not be honoring wages 
or benefit packages at the 
time when the deal was struck 
between Key Food and Wald-
baums. “We’re out here trying 
to make the community aware 
and ask them for their support 
and not shop until we get a de-
cision from the National Labor 
Relations Board.”

In an example from the 
NLRB complaint, Mariano Ro-
sado was discharged from his 

position at the Bayside Food 
Universe, and his employers 
allegedly failed to discuss the 
termination with the union. 
Key Foods also refused to of-
fer to reinstate Rosado and 
bypassed the union by asking 
him to sign a severance agree-
ment, according to the union.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

Continued from Page 2 

Strike
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Haron Hargrave sprinted 
around the Verizon Athletic 
Field, shouting instructions 
to whoever would listen as he 
tried to make sure that tables 
and tents went up exactly 
where he wanted them. 

The Jamaica native and 
former Campus Magnet 
hoops star seemed to be ev-
erywhere at once—or at least 
he was trying to be. 

This, of course, is par for 
the course for Hargrave, who 
has focused nearly all his en-
ergy over the last decade into 
giving back to the community 
that has given him so much. 
And, most importantly, pro-
viding a safe haven through 

sports. 
Hargrave’s most recent 

endeavor was the second an-
nual celebrity flag football 
game put on as part of his 
#Ballin4Peace initiative 
Sunday. The game, which in-
cluded everyone from “Love 
& Hip Hop” cast members to 
city rap stars and actor Marc 
John Jefferies, was once 
again held in the shadow of 
the Manhattan Bridge and 
put Hargrave squarely in his 
element.  

“I wanted to do something 
positive and I came up with 
this concept,” Hargrave said. 
“I tried to have peace through 
sports. I love sports. I’ve 
played sports my whole life. 

BY LAURA AMATO

Moses Brown knows what 
you’re thinking. He’s tall—6 
feet and 11 inches tall, in fact. 
He knows it’s a lot to take in.

But while the Archbishop 
Molloy junior appreciates the 
attention his height gets him, 
he’s spent the better part of his 
summer trying to prove that 
he has the talent to go along 
with it. 

He did that by surprising 
the entire crowd at Rucker 
Park in Harlem Aug. 3 when 
he not only grabbed a re-
bound in the high school all-
star showcase, but proceeded 
to dribble up the court, shoot 
and score. 

There were a few gasps—
the tall kid can move. 

“Growing up I played with 
a lot of guards so they wouldn’t 
always pass the ball,” Brown 
said. “You had to get the re-
bound and push it up the court 
yourself. That’s the only way 
you’re going to get it.”

Brown’s height lends itself 
well to playing basketball. He 
barely has to get off the court 
to sink a hook shot, but he 
knows he’ll need more than 
that to interest some of the top 
college programs in the coun-
try. 

And, right now, that’s ex-
actly what Brown has been 
doing. 

Brown is a five-star recruit, 
currently ranked as the top 
2018 center by 247Sports and 
the 19th overall prospect in 
his class by the recruiting site. 
His recruitment has exploded 
over the last few weeks. Late 
last month he picked up offers 
from Louisville and George-
town. 

“I picked up two major of-
fers,” Brown said. “George-
town has always been a good 
school and they’ve got a good 
reputation for developing big 
men. It was also my first time 
speaking with Rick Pitino 
when I heard from Louisville, 
so I really had to humble my-

self.”
Brown knows not every-

one is getting these kinds of 
looks, but he also isn’t letting 
it overwhelm him either. This 
has, after all, been his goal for 
years and he’s logged hours in 
the gym to prove just how hard 
he’s worked. 

“I didn’t feel like it was a 
surprise that I’ve gotten as 
good as I have over the sum-
mer,” he said. “It was just a lot 
of hard work during the sea-
son and during the offseason. 
I really mentally prepared 

myself for the AAU season and 
getting ready for the last few 
weeks.”

In addition to Georgetown 
and Louisville, Brown also 
boasts offers from Arizona, 
UCLA, Maryland, SMU and 
Michigan. 

The teams came calling 
because of Brown’s height, but 
they’ve stayed because of his 
game, one that he’s made sure 
is multi-faceted. 

“The game is changing, 
no one plays back to the bas-

Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49

Haron Hargrave got his start on the basketball court, but the for-
mer Campus Magnet star has spent the last decade working to give 
back to his community through several sports initiatives.  

Photo by Laura Amato

Moses Brown goes up for a dunk during the EBC High School All-Star 
game, played at Rucker Park in Harlem. Photo by Robert Cole

Hargrave gives back 
to his community

Brown stands tall
Molloy junior impresses with both size and talent 
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BY LAURA AMATO

Isaac Grant wants to make 
his family proud. 

As far as he is concerned, 
the best way to do that is by 
playing basketball. The for-
mer Archbishop Molloy stand-
out now has a chance to play 
college basketball in his back-
yard. 

Grant committed to Queens 
College, becoming one of the 
first recruits of first-year 
coach Matt Collier. It was an 
opportunity that seemed to 
simply fall into Grant’s lap, 
but one he’s seizing with both 
hands. 

After all, he’s got a lot of 
relatives to make proud. 

“I wasn’t looking for it. I was 
just trying to find the best fit 
for me as a player and Queens 
College had that,” Grant said. 
“It just happened to be a few 
minutes from where I live. 
My family loved the idea. My 
mother absolutely loved the 
idea.”

Grant had a dominant se-
nior season with Molloy last 
winter and his 6-foot-6 frame 
belied just how smooth he 
could be on the court. There 
was a reason they called him 
“Breeze.”

In his final year of high 

school ball Grant averaged 
16.2 points and 8.7 rebounds 
per game, not to mention his  
furious defensive game. 

Despite the stats, Grant is 
determined to improve and 
he knows he can do that at 
Queens College. 

“I’ve got to be more versa-
tile. In high school I was just 

pure strength,” Grant said. 
“So I know I have to work on 
my jumpshot and my handles 
and have better movement. I’d 
describe my game as a hard-
nosed player who’s willing to 
do it all. I’m tough and I work 
hard and I just want to be grit-
ty.”

Grant’s decision to stay 

close to home came after con-
sidering a handful of other 
options, but it didn’t take long 
for him to realize that Queens 
College was a perfect fit. In ad-
dition to being close to home, 
it also offered Grant a sense of 
familiarity he wouldn’t get at 
any other program—particu-
larly with assistant coach Jon 

Blount. 
“I’ve known him my whole 

life,” Grant said. “That was 
a big plus. He’s always been 
there and he’s been a father 
figure for me. So that was a big 
part of the decision.”

And Grant isn’t intimidated 
by working under a first-year 
head coach either. He’s spent 
hours getting to know Collier 
and the kind of program he 
wants to put together. It can be 
a bit overwhelming at times, 
but Grant wants to be on the 
ground floor and he’s more 
than ready to put in the work. 

“I want to be around from 
the start and start something 
special here at Queens Col-
lege,” Grant said. “I’m born 
and raised here and I have 
tons of family here—I mean 
tons—so it’s going to be great 
to have them come and watch 
me play. We’re going to climb 
our way to the top.”

Grant could almost feel the 
metaphorical weight lift off 
his shoulders when he official-
ly made his college decision, 
but as he gets closer and closer 
to the start of the semester, he 
isn’t nervous. He’s excited. 

“I feel great about it,” Grant 
said. “I’m very excited for 
what’s to come and I can’t wait 
to get started.”

BY LAURA AMATO

The plan was simple – de-
fend your turf. 

A trio of John Bowne bas-
ketball players took that plan 
to heart Sunday, helping to 
lead their squad to a 135-127 
victory in the More Than 
a Game High School Super 
20 Showcase. Of course, all 
three players wanted to show-
case their respective skills 
in the game, but this particu-
lar matchup mattered just a 
bit more. It was held at John 
Bowne High School. 

Defend your turf. 
“We were just trying to 

play hard and really just go 
at each other,” Bowne sopho-
more Alejandro Vasquez said. 
“It was a fun game. It’s always 
fun to play on this court.”

Vasquez led the John 
Bowne charge, racking up 28 
points, including five shots 
from behind the arc. The soph-
omore’s jumpshot surprised 
many during the game—in-
cluding a few of his all-star 

teammates—but Vasquez felt 
confident every time the ball 
left his hands. 

“It was all working pretty 
well,” he said. “When I get hot, 
I get on a roll and I feel like I 
had a good game.”

In addition to Vasquez’s 
performance, Bowne junior 
Christian Hinckson and soph-
omore Kareem Reid show-
cased their skills in the game, 
the two players combining for 
21 points. 

As with most all-star 
games, neither squad was all 
that concerned with its defen-
sive pressure in the first half, 
but as the minutes continued 
to tick down both teams set-
tled in and, quite suddenly, 
the intensity of the matchup 
changed. Both teams—jam-
packed with talent from across 
the city—battled for loose 
balls, fighting for positioning 
on the block and exchanging 
leads. 

“We had to play hard and 
had to play more defense,” 
Hinckson said. “We wanted 

to win this game. That’s how 
most all-star games are, you 
lack a little bit in the first 
three quarters and then the 
fourth quarter you give it all 
you’ve got.”

Vasquez gave his team a 
one-point lead with 1:35 left 
on the clock, but the opposing 
squad wouldn’t give up and it 
wasn’t until Lincoln senior 
Klay Brown hit a jumper with 
just over a minute to play that 
the Bowne trio felt certain that 
they could pull off the win. 

Brown in particular was 
instrumental to that win, 
earning the MVP award for 
his game-high 47 points. 

“It was phenomenal,” 
Hinckson said of the Brooklyn 
standout. “He put on a show 
and he was a big part of why 
we won.”

Vasquez all but wrapped 
up the victory, hauling in a 
defensive rebound and sink-
ing a pair of free throws with 
14 seconds left to notch up the 
final score. 

Archbishop Molloy standout Isaac Grant is sticking close to home next season, beginning the next step of his 
basketball career at Queens College.  Photo by William Thomas

John Bowne sophomore Alejandro Vasquez dishes off to a team-
mate during the More Than a Game High School Super 20 Showcase.  

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Grant keeps college career close to home

Bowne basketballers lead team to showcase win

Continued on Page 49
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BY LAURA AMATO

Jay Bruce has officially ar-
rived in New York. 

The brand-new Mets out-
fielder made his mark on the 
Subway Series Aug. 4, crack-
ing a three-run homer off Yan-
kees pitcher Nathan Eovaldi 
to lead his club to a 4-1 victory 
over the Bombers. 

The Mets’ win split the se-
ries for the squad and was a 
personal victory of sorts for 
Bruce, whose home run was 
his first hit for the team. It 
also put him back at the top of 
the National League’s RBI lea-
derboard with a whopping 83 
runs driven in. 

“He’s a good hitter,” Mets 
manager Terry Collins said. 
“That’s what he can do.”

When the series with the 
Yankees began, the squads 
were seemingly playing solely 
for bragging rights, fresh off 
trade deadline acquisitions 
that appeared more focused on 
the future than on any kind of 
success this season. 

That changed as the week-
end progressed. 

Bruce settled into his big-
hitting role with each at-bat—
despite a lack of production—
and after the Mets placed 
Yoenis Cespedes on the DL 
before the fourth game of the 
series, the recently acquired 
outfielder was thrust into the 
New York spotlight. He hit his 
stride—quite literally—when 
he had to and while his final 
numbers in the series weren’t 
all that impressive, the im-
portance of Bruce’s homer 
couldn’t be overstated. 

“You look at what he’s done 
with runners in scoring posi-
tion, he’s put up huge num-
bers, and we need that right 
now,” Collins said. “That’s not 
just a big hit for us tonight, but 
for him also. I think it’s big for 
everybody.”

The series split also helped 
the Mets find some much-
needed August confidence. 
In fact, after taking down the 
Yankees in the series finale, 
the Mets found themselves 

just one game out of a playoff 
berth. 

All things considered, Col-
lins regarded that as a minor 
baseball miracle. 

“We’re very lucky to be 
where we are and we’ve got to 
take advantage of it,” Collins 
said. “We’re red hot. We’ve got 
to keep on playing and grind-
ing it out because we’ve got a 
long way to go yet.”

Now, as the Mets desperate-
ly try to get healthy, and may-
be keep Cespedes off the golf 
course, the club is doing its 
best to maintain this recently 
recovered confidence. 

Nothing is ever guaranteed 
in baseball, but sometimes you 
only need one hit to change a 
game. 

“That is kind of the mes-
sage we’ve been trying to 
send,” Collins said. “We are in 
a race, still in a pennant race, 
whether it’s a wild card or any-
thing else. With all the things 
that have happened, you’ve got 
to keep your head up.”

New York Mets' Jay Bruce is congratulated after hitting a solo home run. AP / Duane Burleson

Bruce makes mark as Met
My thing is sports. I know 
how to get people other ways, 
but I love sports and that’s 
my way of giving.”

Hargrave’s reputation as a 
community man has skyrock-
eted over the last few years 
as the former University of 
Sacramento star has now or-
ganized the annual Queens 
Week event for 10 years. 

Better known by his 
streetball nickname, H20, 
Hargrave has worked to en-
sure that each event is bigger 
and better than the last—in-
cluding the now-annual flag 
football game. 

Of course, that requires a 
bit of help and Hargrave has 
an extensive support system 
that makes sure everything 
runs smoothly. 

“It’s pretty intense,” he 
said. “You need a lot of help.”

Hargrave’s events have 
started to draw sizable 
crowds and the hoops star has 
an idea why—this wasn’t just 
a fun afternoon. Hargrave is 
a born and bred competitor 
and he wants to win. That de-
termination also extends to 
his community events. 

In other words, this 

wasn’t just a simple flag foot-
ball game among friends. 
This was a game, in the tru-
est sense of the word, and one 
people would want to see. 

“Sometimes people ask 
others to come out and it’s 
pure buffoonery,” Hargrave 
said. “It’s nothing solid about 
it and people know it won’t be 
anything worth their while. 
But with me people know 
when I’m doing something 
it’s going to be worth their 
while. 

Hargrave has no intention 
of slowing down any time 
soon. 

He’s spoken to people 
about possibly expanding the 
initiative—putting on events 
in cities like Chicago, Atlanta 
and Los Angeles. But before 
he takes the show on the road, 
Hargrave is determined to do 
his best for New York. 

Legacy is a heavy word, 
but Hargrave knows that this 
work—even more so than his 
time on the court— is what 
he’ll be remembered for. It’s a 
feeling he’s more than just a 
bit proud of. 

“I just see it as something 
that I really like to do. I just 
love to give back,” Hargrave 
said. “It’s been a blessing re-
ally.”

Hargrave
Continued from Page 47

ket anymore,” Brown said. 
“You’ve got to be able to do 
everything.”

Brown knows he’s only 
got a few weeks left before he 
gets back into the high-school 
swing of things, but before he 
does that he’s making sure to 

relish these last few moments 
of summer hoops—partic-
ularly the chance to play at 
Rucker. 

“I grew up watching games 
at Rucker so this was a really 
good opportunity to actually 
play in front of a big crowd,” 
Brown said. “This was one 
of the first times I got to play 
here and it was great.”

The trio did their home 
court proud in the win, but 
the group knows their work 
isn’t over quite yet. They’ll 
be back on that very same 

court soon enough and, in 
the meantime, are deter-
mined to get better, anxious 
for the high school season to 
get underway. 

“We just have to keep get-
ting better,” Hinckson said. 
“We’ll be in the gym every 
day from here on out.”

Brown

John Bowne
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For more hyper-local Queens 
news on your computer, smartphone, 

or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

196-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Sale
Dates

Aug
Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon. Tues Wed Thurs.

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug

3 Lb Family Pack
Fresh All Natural

Jennie-O
85% Lean

Ground Turkey$599lb.

Shell
Steaks

Bone-In ... Sliced

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

$199lb.

$699

YOUR
CHOICE!

Smoked
Gouda

Store Cut

$399Sold By 
The Piece33lb.

McCadam
Muenster
Cheese

$399Sliced To Orderlb.

Boar’s Head
SmokeMaster
Black Forest

Ham

$799Sliced To Orderlb.

$399
The Father’s Table
Cheesecake

16 Oz Pkg ... Variety, 
Mango or Fruit N Créme

$599
24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked

No Sugar Added or Regular
Blueberry or 

Peach
Pie

48 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Friendly’s
Ice Cream

2/$5

Tropicana
Punch

99¢

59 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Ades or

4.5-9 Oz Bag ... Assorted Simply Snacks 
or Kettle Cooked or Classic

Lay’s
Potato
Chips

2/$5 With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Nabisco
Oreo
Cookies

2/$5
15-16.3 Oz Jar ... Original or
Honey Roasted Simply Ground
or Creamy or Crunchy

Peter Pan
Peanut
Butter

3/$5

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

With Club Card. 
Limit 1 Offer.

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

4/$5 $1799 $499

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

2/$5

17-25 Ct Pkg ... Fresh Scent With Oxi, Bio Enzyme 
or Clean Burst Ultra Power Packs or
43.75-50 Oz Fl Cont ... Assorted Liquid

Arm & Hammer
Laundry
Detergent

20 Roll Pack
1,000 Sheets or Extra Soft

WWith h Club b C
LimitL  1 Offe

$999
Scott
Bath
Tissue

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Plus Plus DepDep

$399
Nestle 
Pure Life
Water
24 Pack

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

101.4 Fl Oz Tin
Imported

96 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

Filippo Berio
Pure
Olive Oil

Key Food
Oil

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 4.

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

BACK TO SCHOOL

See Inside for More!

SAVINGS!

14.5-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

Prego
Pasta 
Sauce

3/$5 With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

16-20 Oz Bag
Brick Oven White, 100% Whole Wheat Stoneground or 
Bakery Light: Multi Grain or 100% Whole Wheat

20 Oz Bag ... Italian Style:
Plain or Seeded

y ggy g

Arnold 
Bread or

Maier’s
BreadBreeeadaddd

2/$5

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

Apple & Eve
Apple
Juice

2/$4

10 Roll Pack
Mega Choose A Size

$799
Scott
Paper
Towels

y y 3.3.

10 1
MeMe

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

11
o
44

AAA
L
D

55-64 Fl Oz Btl
Free & Clear Gentle or Assorted

$229

Freee & FreeFr CClear 

Clorox 
Liquid
Bleach

2
11

SS
B
TTT

9-10 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Broccoli Spears)

5/$5

(((( p

Birds Eye
Plain Select 
Vegetables

SSSSSSS
Wunderbar
Bologna

Wide

$29922lb.22 Sliced To Order

Grade A Fresh

Y

GrraG dee e AA Fresh
Perdue
Chicken
Drumsticks
or Thighs

99¢lb... Jumbo Pack

Family PackWith Club Card. Limit 2 Packages.

$199

12 Oz Pkg ... Fully Cooked:
Breast Cutlets, Popcorn Bites,

Original Breast Strips or
Dino Shape, With Cheese or Original

$$ 9999999999

p , ggggg

Perdue
Chicken Breast

Nuggets$399

10.5-11 Oz Pkg
AssortedAssossorted

Hebrew National
Beef
Franks

2/$6
Hungry-Man
Dinners
Full Line
Sale!

13.1-16 Oz Box
Assorted

1 Count Pkg
Wide or College

Top Flight
1 Subject
Notebook

3/$1

2

MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Capri Sun
Drinks

2/$4 64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

3/$5

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

10
m

FFF
PPP
OO

11
I

F
P
OO

3.53 Oz Can

4/$5

Brunswick
Kippered
Seafood
Snacks

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers.
Must Buy 4.

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Plus DepDep

$999
Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Coors or Miller
12 Pack

Boar’s Head
Honey Maple

Turkey
Breast

$799Sliced To Orderlb.

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack Assorted
(Excludes: Super V)

$699Sliced To Order
1/2 Lb of  Eachlb.

rrrrrrrrrrrr

$$$$$$$

Boar’s Head
Deluxe Ham

&
Domestic

Swiss CheeseCOMBO
SALE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

Plus Deposit 
Where Applicable.

Pepsi or 
Mist Twist
2 Liter

4/$5

67.6 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Lipton,
Mug, Mtn. Dew,

st
MIX &

MATCH!

$149 99¢
Seedless
Grapes

California
Artichokes

California ... Red or Green

YOUR
CHOICE!

3/$3 3/$3
Giorgio
Mushrooms Dole

Salads

 8 Oz Pkg ... Whole White, 
Sliced White or Baby Button

8-14 Oz Bag ... Classic Iceberg or 
Classic, Angel Hair or Creamy Cole Slaw or 

Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or Red Cabbage

MIX &
MATCH!

ea.

lb.

99¢

� Broccoli

� Romaine Lettuce

� Plum Tomatoes

By The Bunch

By The Head

By The Pound ... Red Roma

YOUR
CHOICE!

2/$5
Hass

Avocados

4 Count Bag

MIX &
MATCH!

2/$5

10.5 Oz Cont

$

Nature Sweet
Glory 
Tomatoes

10/$10
Pom Wonderful
100% Pomegranate 
Juice

8 Fl Oz Btl

$299
Navel
Oranges

3 Lb Bag

$299

1 Lb Cont
Seedless Thomcord GrapesSeedleSeeSee ss Thomcor

Grape
Jammers$399

Personal Size

Yellow
Watermelons

33333333333333333333ea.

GGG
PP
C
D
o$499

Wild Caught
Previously FrozenPrPrrevrevioious

Cod
Fillet

444444444444lb.444444499999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999With Club Card.
Limit 2 Packages.

With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 3.

440
H

N
PP
WWW

18 Oz Squeeze Btl

$199

qqq

Welch’s
Natural
Grape Spread

16
Br
Ba

20
Pla

AAAAAA
B

M

50.2-70.3 Oz Cont
Assorted

$499
4C
Iced Tea Mix

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers

10 Count Pkg

2/$1

A&W
Pencils

3/$5

5 Oz Bag
AssortedAsssorteddd

Deep River 
Chips


