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BY MARK HALLUM

Neighborhood residents and 
activist groups gathered in Wood-
haven Saturday to protest the 
city Department of Transporta-
tion’s new Select Bus Service 
plan. The route would reconfig-
ure lanes and eliminate left turns 
at major intersections as well as 
install bus stops in the median 
of Woodhaven Boulevard, which 
opponents fear will create unsafe 
conditions along the corridor and 
interrupt flow of traffic.

State Sen. Joe Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), state Assembly-
man Mike Miller (D-Woodhaven), 
the Woodhaven Residents’ Block 
Association, Maria Thomson of 
the Business Improvement Dis-
trict, the Greater Woodhaven 
Development Corporation, the 
Task Force for a Better Wood-
haven, and the Queens Public 
Transit Committee all spoke out 
on the corner of Jamaica Avenue 
and Woodhaven Boulevard and 
blamed not only the unwilling-
ness of DOT to accept resident 
input on the plan but also the de 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
The lawyer for a Jamai-

ca man who was assaulted 
this spring has called on 
the Queens district attor-
ney to prosecute the attack 
as a hate crime.

The request came dur-
ing a news conference at 
Queens Criminal Court 

Monday afternoon, when 
attorney Ali Najmi stood 
with his client, Gazi Rah-
man, and displayed pic-
tures and video of the inci-
dent that occurred May 7.

At about 8 p.m. that eve-
ning, according to Najmi, 
Rahman, 46, was standing 
near the corner of Hillside 
Avenue and Parsons Bou-

levard when he was ap-
proached by Christopher 
Porr. Najmi said Porr be-
gan assaulting Rahman, 
who suffered a broken nose 
and other lacerations dur-
ing the beating. Najmi and 
Glen Rozada, a witness to 
the incident who attended 
the press conference, said 

 BY GINA MARTINEZ

After more than five years of 
construction, the new149th Street 
bridge in Murray Hill is finally 
open in a move that should help 

the area’s business community, 
which is largely composed of Ko-
rean-owned businesses, recover 
some of their losses. The ongoing 
bridge problems have closed off a 
major street in the neighborhood, 

blocking traffic and making it 
difficult for potential customers 
to reach businesses. 

The bridge over the Long Is-
land Rail Road tracks has had a 
long history of setbacks and false 

starts. It was first barricaded in 
2010 for reconstruction and set 
to open in November 2011. Con-
struction ended in May 2011, but 
defects were found and city De-
partment of Transportation nev-
er allowed the bridge to reopen. 
In 2014 lawmakers announced 
that the bridge would need to be 
completely rebuilt. 

The city sued the construction 
company, Gandhi Engineering, 
for “breach of contract and pro-
fessional malpractice,” according 
to court documents filed in State 
Supreme Court. After another set 
of delays, work on the new bridge 
actually began in November 2015. 
Perfetto Contracting Co. took 
over construction and the bridge 
was finally completed last week. 

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) was joined by Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D- Flushing), 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) and state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) in announcing 
the opening of the bridge. Queens 
Borough DOT Commissioner 
Nicole Garcia and members of 
the 149th Street Merchants as-
sociation also joined the ribbon-
cutting. 

“I am so happy to finally cross 
Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

Hate crime alleged in Jamaica attack 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) is fighting 
to get what is supposed to be a vacant Whitestone 
lot cleared. 

Avella stood with neighbors and demanded 
that the commercial contractor using the lot lo-

In the parking lot of a fried chicken restaurant in Elmhurst, members of the non-denominational Rock Church stage 
a mass outdoor baptism in two swimming pools for hundreds of church members.   Photo by Michael Shain

Riders protest 
against DOT’s 
Select Bus plan

Sen. Avella demands 
contractor clear lot

149th Street bridge fi nally open
After fi ve-year wait, Murray Hill hopes to see less congestion, more business 

Continued on Page 10

GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT

Gazi Rahman (c-r), attorney Ali Najmi and 
Glen Rozada speak about Rahman's as-
sault in May. Rozada holds a picture tak-
en of Rahman after the incident. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie
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O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

Introducing new chef NEAL MYERS  
and his new menu line-up
Great food and service  
are always on the menu

New menu selections of 
appetizers, sandwiches, entrees 

and featuring a new large 
seafood menu

All selections are memorable  
from first sight to the last bite

SERVING THE METROPOLITAN AREA WITH GREAT FOOD & GREAT TIMES FOR OVER 83 YEARS

Intr

app

A
f

Neal Myers has returned to 

NYC after a three-year hiatus 

in the White Mountains of New 

Hampshire, where he was the 

Executive Chef at the Wentworth 

Hotel.

Chef Myers previously was the 

Executive Chef of some of the best steak houses in NYC such as 

Bobby Vans, The Palm Restaurant and Ben Benson’s where Bob 

Hope once exclaimed “There is a real chef in the kitchen.”

Neal was also the Executive Chef of George O’Neill’s on 50th Street. 

So now Neal has come full circle to be with the O’Neill Family again. 

“It has always been my dream to work with George O’Neill again” 

Chef Myers says.

Come to O’NEILL’S and experience mouth watering 

cuisine under the guidance of Chef Neal Myers. 

You’ll be glad you did.

O’Neill’s Restaurant and Catering  

HAPPENINGS at 

O’NEILL’S
NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF

Pictured left to right,  

George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers

Open for breakfast, lunch  
and dinner 7 days a week

Catering for all occasions.  
Rooms available for up to  

200 people

FREE valet parking

FREE delivery 7 days a  
week starting at 11 a.m.
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Photos by Naeisha Rose

The master drummer pounds out a beat for the dancers and dragon puppeteers in the parade that kicks off the day.

The boss, Flushing Meadows Park Administrator Janice Melnick, looks on.

Dragon boats got their name from the figurehead on the bow. On the lake at Flushing Meadows Corona Park, one of the city's most colorful amateur sports competitions, the 26th annual Dragon Boat 
Races, drew thousands last week, including this group of rowers calling themselves Metro Athletic Dragons—or the MAD team.

A student at NY Shaolin Temple Kung Fu Centers shows his best 
Bruce Lee stuff. 

The undisputed star of the opening ceremonies parade is a 25-foot-long dragon.

Dragon boats liven up a summer day
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J O I N  U S  F O R  B R E K FA S T,  L U N C H  O R  D I N N E R

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.) 
NEVADADINERNY.COM

CHEF’S DAILY  
LUNCH MENU

Includes: Cup of Soup,  
Beverage and Dessert

Try our Garden Fresh Salads...  
Sandwiches, Wraps and Panini’s  
with Waffle or Sweet Potato Fries

MOUTH WATERING 
COMPLETE DINNER 

SPECIALS
Includes.. . Cup of Soup, Entree,  
Potato or Pasta and Vegetable,  
any Dessert & Coffee, Tea or Soda

MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-4PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM-10PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-11AM

GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST SPECIALS

$22.95
SERVED 12NOON-10PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

1 1/4 lb. Maine 
Lobster

Corn on the cob, baked 
potato, choice of soup 
or salad (Manhattan  

or New England  
Clam Chowder)$21.95

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The city Department 
of Buildings has found 
multiple massage parlors 
in Murray Hill have been 
operating illegally after a 
lawmaker asked the agency 
to investigate their status.

The four massage par-
lors along 162nd Street 
between 46th Avenue and 
Northern Boulevard were 
all under investigation after 
residents raised concerns 
to state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) They informed 
Avella that suspected ille-
gal activities were taking 
place. In response, Avella 
contacted DOB, NYPD and 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office in December.

The DA informed Avella 
that the section chief of the 
Human Trafficking Unit 
would be asking NYPD’s 
Vice Enforcement Division 
to help look into the par-
lors, according to Avella. 
The DOB investigated the 
houses where the massage 
parlors are located and 

found  that two locations in 
the Murray Hill area were 
operating illegal adult/
physical cultural estab-
lishments, which the city 
defines as health clubs or 
gyms, without a permit.  
Two others violated the 
certificate of occupancy, 

the DOB said.
Massage parlors locat-

ed at 45-53 162nd St., 45-74 
162nd St., 162-13 46th Ave. 
and 45-60 162nd St. were 
inspected in June and a 
vacate order was issued 
on three  of the four except 
for the 45-74 162nd St. loca-

tion.  Two of the businesses 
removed the signs, Avella 
said.

“It’s unbelievable just 
how many of these ‘mas-
sage parlors’ exist in our 
communities, operating 
under false pretenses in 
an effort to conceal illegal 

acts,” Avella said, The law-
maker also expressed the 
fear “that women employed 
at these ‘massage parlors’ 
may be victims of human 
trafficking.”

Shady massage parlors 
have been a big concern 
for residents and leaders 
in Flushing for years. In 
March the Queens North 
vice unit made 31 arrests af-
ter inspections were made 
at 18 massage parlors in the 
greater Flushing area. The 
charges included unauthor-
ized practice of profession, 
practicing a profession 
without a license and pros-
titution-related charges, 
police said.

Avella has notified the 
DA and the NYPD of the 
DOB’s findings and hopes 
that criminal charges will 
be brought against the op-
erators and that the crimi-
nal charges will deter other 
businesses from engaging 
in similar practices, 

“We must do everything 
we can to eradicate these 
shameful business practic-

es,” he said. “These illegal 
businesses, and ones simi-
lar, must be removed from 
our communities once and 
for all.” 

While the DOB did not 
investigate the massage 
parlors specifically for hu-
man trafficking and pros-
titution, the community is 
worried that these crimes 
may be taking place, ac-
cording to Avella’s office. 
The state senator is waiting 
for an official response from 
NYPD and the Queens DA’s 
office on further charges. 

Earlier this year the 
NYPD’s Vice Enforcement 
Division arrested several 
people who were running 
massage parlors in Ridge-
wood, Glendale and Mas-
peth as part of an ongoing 
investigation into illegal 
activity in Queens.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Massage spas in Murray Hill operating illegally: DOB

MOMO Spa, located at 45-53 162nd St., was one of the massage parlors the DOB investigated 
Google Earth 
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) met 
with nail salon owners and 
Asian business leaders this 
week to discuss the hard-
ships caused by new, strict 
state regulations. Laws 
meant to protect workers 
have cracked down on nail 
salon owners, who have 
told Kim that the regula-
tions are punitive and im-
possible to abide by. 

The controversy began 
with a February 2015 New 
York Times article that 
exposed the poor work-
ing conditions in nail 
salons across New York 
City, including Flushing. 
The article claimed nail 
salon workers faced rac-
ism, abuse, were paid well 
below the minimum wage 
and sometimes were forced 
to work for no pay. The re-
sponse to the article was 
widespread outrage and 
in May 2015 Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo introduced legisla-
tion to protect the rights of 
nail salon workers. 

Measures included pay-
ing workers back wages, 
requiring all manicurists 
to wear gloves and publicly 
posting signs that inform 
workers of their rights in 

multiple languages.
“I’m determined to work 

closely with our small busi-
ness owners on finding 
long-term solutions that 
truly improve conditions 
for nail salons in New 
York,” Kim said. “I con-
tinue to oppose punitive 
measures and unreachable 
mandates that will inevita-
bly bankrupt hardworking 
small businesses through-
out the state.”

Last month Cuomo an-
nounced that by October all 
new nail salons will need to 
have ventilation systems. 
Existing nail salons will 
have five years to install the 
ventilation systems. This is 
intended to protect workers 
and customers from inhal-
ing harmful fumes, but 
the economic impact of the 
mandate will be severe ac-
cording to Kim’s office. 

New ventilation ma-
chines will cost thousands 
of dollars, and if existing 
nail salons are in older 
buildings that can’t han-
dle refurbishing they will 
be run out of business, a 
spokesman for Kim said.  
Any new owners looking 
to start up a nail salon will 
face requirements that they 
had not planned on and that 
may be so pricey, that open-

ing a salon will become im-
possible, he added.

Nail salon owners say 
they feel targeted and sin-
gled out. Peter Yu, of the 
Chinese Nail Salon Asso-
ciation of East America, 
told Kim that he thinks the 
regulations put too much 
pressure on owners.

“We work hard almost 
every day to put food on 
the table, and our members 
have always done every-
thing they can to comply 
with the law,” Yu said. “In 
the last year alone, the 
state’s harsh regulations 
and rising costs have al-
ready forced many of us to 
close our shops. Now is not 
the time to further penalize 
immigrant small business 
owners, but instead a mo-
ment for everyone to come 
together and develop poli-
cies that help all New York-
ers, including employees, 
owners and customers.”

Kim has been outspoken  
in his support for nail sa-
lon owners and has worked 
with them to ensure regula-
tions do not drive them out 
of business. 

“Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Salon owners tell Kim 
regs causing problems

Ron Kim met with nail salon owners who addressed their concerns over new regulations 
Photo courtesy Ron Kim
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Three years after the 
shooting death of a teenag-
er sitting on an idling bus 
in south Jamaica, a portion 
of the street near where she 
died will be named in her 
memory and honor.

The portion of Sutphin 
Boulevard between 125th 
Avenue and Rockaway 
Boulevard that runs along 
the southwestern end of 
Baisley Park will soon be 
named D’Aja Naquai Robin-
son Way, according to City 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica).

“We have a responsibil-
ity to remind the public 
about the indiscriminate 
nature of gun violence, and 
the destruction it causes,” 
Wills said about the street 
renaming.

On May 18, 2013, Robin-
son boarded a Q6 bus short-
ly after attending a friend’s 
Sweet 16 birthday party on 
Rockaway Boulevard. At 
about 8:30 p.m., someone 
began firing into the bus. 
Robinson was struck in the 
head by a bullet and died 
later at Jamaica Hospital, 
according to police. Inves-
tigators discovered nine 
.40-caliber shells at the 
scene.

Authorities arrested 
Kevin McClinton, 22, 
a week and a half later 
in South Carolina, and 
Shamel Capers, 16, surren-
dered to police at the end 
of July, both in connection 
with the shooting. McClin-

ton was tried and convicted 
earlier this year of Robin-
son’s murder. According to 
officials, the two were aim-
ing at another passenger on 
the bus. Capers is awaiting 
trial, with his next court 
date scheduled for Sept. 16. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed the bill authoriz-
ing the street renaming on 
Aug. 2.

Wills said Robinson’s 
death led to new initiatives 
that eased gun violence in 
the city, including the cre-
ation of the Gun Violence 
Crisis Management Sys-
tem in August 2014. The 
new system utilized the 
“cure violence” model that 

applied public health and 
community-based solutions 
to gun violence, including 
preventative services like 
job training, mental health 
and legal assistance that 
might decrease violence 
in the long term. He also 
noted the success of Erica 
Ford’s LIFE Camp organi-
zation in South Jamaica. 
The area the organization 
oversees has gone more 
than 500 days without a 
shooting. Wills applauded 
the success of the new pro-
grams while also acknowl-
edging that heartbreaking 
incident that helped bring 
them to fruition.

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) is gearing up for a 
third season of participa-
tory budgeting in which 
residents of his district, 
including Astoria and 
parts of Woodside, East 
Elmhurst and Jackson 
Heights, can decide how to 
invest $1 million on capi-
tal projects. Beginning 
next month community 
members can attend four 
neighborhood assemblies 
and make suggestions for 
public projects in the dis-
trict.

“I am excited to once 
again give residents the 
opportunity to take part 
in our city budget cycle,” 
Constantinides said. 
“This year we’ve expand-
ed the participatory bud-
geting program to those 
over 14 years old, so that 
even more residents can 
take part in this inclusive 
process. This community-
driven program provides 
an extraordinary opportu-
nity for all our residents to 
have a voice and to engage 
with our city budget cycle 
in a meaningful way.”

The process involves 
a series of meetings that 
feed into the city’s annual 
budget cycle. Proposals 
are submitted by resi-
dents at neighborhood as-
semblies, the first will be 
at Cretans Association, 
located at 32-33 31st St., on 

Sept. 7. Others assemblies 
will be held at the Lexing-
ton School for the Deaf, at 
25-26 75th St., on Sept. 14, 
the Astoria Houses Com-
munity Center, at 4-05 As-
toria Blvd. on Sept. 21, and 
the Bohemian Hall at 29-19 
24th Ave. on Sept. 28.

Later, volunteers break 
up into groups and trans-
form a list of ideas into a 
ballot of fully formed pro-
posals with details and 
costs. Next spring, resi-
dents will vote for their 
favorite projects at sites 
across the district.

Winning projects from 
last year’s cycle included 
a $500,000 water fountain 
project at Astoria Park, 
as well as new picnic and 
gaming tables for Astoria 
Park. Residents also voted  
for countdown clocks at 
bus stops that let residents 

know when the next bus 
is arriving. A total of 24 
clocks valued at $20,000 
each will be installed on 
the M60, Q18, Q19, Q33, 
Q47, Q69, Q101, Q102, Q103 
and Q14 bus lines.

City agencies are cur-
rently scoping out these 
projects sites before the 
design and construction 
stages begin.

“The enthusiasm we’ve 
seen from voters is what 
has made participatory 
budgeting a success in 
previous cycles,” Con-
stantinides said. “I look 
forward to continuing to 
provide the opportunity 
for civic participation in 
our neighborhood.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Constantinides preparing
for participatory budgeting

Street to be renamed
Act will memorialize teenage shooting victim

People march to mourn D'aja Robinson and protest her shooting 
death during an event held in the aftermath of her murder in 2013. 
A street will be renamed in her honor, according to Councilman 
Ruben Wills.

Council member Costa Costantinides is about to start a new 
round of participatory budgeting. 
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BY MARK HALLUM

Construction on the 
house formerly owned by 
federal Judge Nicholas Ga-
raufis at 218-15 40th Ave. 
in Bayside had a stop work 
order slapped on it in July 
due to revocation of the 
owners’ Alt-1 permit after 
the once stately home was 
torn down.  

A spokesman for the city 
Department of Buildings 
said the owners have filed 
for a permit for an entire 
new building, but have not 
yet been approved.

The large home became 
the object of controversy in 
April after neighbor Bon-
nie Skala Kiladitis noticed 
the renovations taking a 
turn for the extreme.

The owners of the prop-
erty were ordered to file for 
a new work permit in June, 
a DOB spokesman said. 
They no longer qualified 

for an alteration permit 
and were required  to apply 
for a new building permit 
if they were approved. But 
according to a July 14 filing 
on the DOB website, the de-
partment revoked the Alt-1 
after an inspection and a 
stop work order was placed 
on the site.

The Department of 
Buildings said the owner, 
who goes by the name Lisa, 
had originally filed for 
an Alt-1 permit restrict-
ing renovation to less than 
50 percent of the original 
structure. The plans sub-
mitted to the DOB depict an 
update which would extend 
the front of the house a few 
feet. However,  neighbors 
began to worry as the roof 
was torn off, followed by 
the top floor of the three-
level structure. Finally, 
the home was reduced to 
ground level. 

Garaufis’ house is be-

lieved to have been built 
circa 1890 and was the one 
of the personal residences 
of the Lawrence family, 
influential members of the 
early Bayside community. 
A study conducted by Bay-
side Historical Society 
Treasurer Paul Graziano 
found the Lawrence Estate 
eligible for the National 
and State Register of His-
toric Places. This recogni-
tion, however, carries no 
protection from demolition 
or alteration.

As the controversy, nur-
tured by Kiladitis, daughter 
of late community activist 
Frank Skala, grew, elected 
officials became involved 
in the fate of the house on 
40th Avenue and looked to 
it as an example of a zoning 
violation epidemic in the 
community. A spokesman 
for Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) said leg-
islation is being drawn up 

to be introduced in the fall 
which will restrict work 
from continuing during 
the limbo period between a 
“notice to revoke” being ap-
plied to a work permit and 

the actual hearing to con-
clude if owners are in viola-
tion of their permit.

“Our community will 
not stand idly on the side-
lines when homeowners 

and developers come into 
our neighborhoods and de-
ceitfully try to circumvent 
building codes,” Vallone 
said. “This type of blatant 
disregard of building per-
mit requirements and de-
liberate overdevelopment 
will never be accepted in 
our community.”

Among other elected of-
ficials fighting for stronger 
regulations are  state As-
semblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) and state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), who each reached out 
to the Department of Build-
ings to see that the activ-
ity of the current owners of 
the historic property was 
stopped in its tracks.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Garaufi s house has renovation permit revoked 
City agency issues stop work order after owner demolishes historic Bayside home

What little remains of what was once the historic Bayside home 
of federal Judge Nicholas Garaufis has been reduced to ground 
level and a stop work order served in response to an inspection 
which found the current owners in violation of their Alt-1 permit. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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Blasio administration for 
not taking an active role in 
the dispute.

“They could have off-
board fare collection, ex-
tra-long articulated buses. 
They could have signal pri-
orities so that buses don’t 
have to wait at red lights,” 
said Alex Blenkinsopp, di-
rector of the block associa-
tion and longtime opponent 
of the plan. He favors add-
ing a bus route along the 
inactive rail road tracks of 
the Rockaway Beach Line 
that would expedite service 
for commuters and reduce 
traffic along the boulevard. 

“But the only thing that 
they’re going to do is com-
mit in advance to a plan 
that’s going to costs hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
and raises numerous prob-
lems,” Blenkinsopp said.

Protester Charles Jusi-

no said a bus stop in the 
median would be danger-
ous because the number 
of people who gather at 
the current stop in front 
of Queens County Savings 
Bank would crowd out the 
median where they would 
be expected to wait in the 
future.

“When you think of a 
plan that costs well over 
$200 million of taxpayer 
dollars, you need to make 
sure it’s right for the tax-
payer,” Addabbo said. “The 
long-term effect of this plan 
has to be taken into consid-
eration.”

Philip McManus, chair-
man of Queens Public 
Transit Committee, made 
the point that traffic pat-
terns will not only become 
more congested, but they 
could change altogether to 
affect residential parts of 
the neighborhood.

“If you have a glass and 
you fill it up to the top and 
you put something else in 

there, what’s going to hap-
pen? It’s going to overflow. 
And where is it going to go? 
It’s going to go into your res-
idential streets,” McManus 
said. “People are going to 
adapt to this and avoid this 
roadway, and that’s going 
to hurt business and your 
property values.”

Other speakers at the 
rally cited roll-over traffic 
accidents, which have in-
volved the median where 
DOT plans to put the new 
bus stops, as well as the 
city neglecting to remove 
snow around the current 
stop during the last major 
storm. Participants in the 
protests expressed the need 
for improved transporta-
tion along the boulevard, 
but stood firmly against 
the city’s Select Bus Ser-
vice plan.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

the 149th Street bridge off 
my list of things to do,” 
Stavisky said. “After five 
years of frustration, count-
less meeting and phone 
calls, I cannot tell you how 
relieved I am. The Murray 
Hill business community 
will no longer face finan-
cial struggles because of a 
damaged bridge and resi-
dents will not have to walk 
past this eyesore again.” 

During construction 
surrounding businesses 
suffered. Many businesses 
were forced to shut down. 

Young Hwan Kim, presi-
dent of the Murray Hill 
Merchants Association, ac-
knowledged the challenge.

“Over the past six 
years due to the delayed 
149th Street bridge recon-
struction, there was an 
enormous damage to the 
minority-owned small 
businesses nearby,” he said 
via a translator. “However, 
Sen. Toby Stavisky and 
her staff actively fought for 
this long-neglected neck of 
woods and finally brought 
the opening of bridge with 
help from DOT. We mer-
chants deeply appreciate .... 
all endeavors.”

In addition to opening 

the bridge, the DOT in-
stalled two-hour metered 
parking . The meters will 
ensure quicker turnover so 
that patrons will have more 
parking available. 

“Reopening the 149th 
Street bridge puts it back 
on the map for pedestrians, 
drivers and bicyclists,” 
Garcia said. “By restoring 
all access to this important 
north-south connection in 
the Murray Hill transpor-
tation network, we are mak-
ing it easier for residents to 
get to their homes, students 
and seniors to meet friends 
and customers to visit local 
businesses.”

Continued from Page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE MUSSELS

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

MARKET & RESTAURANT OPEN 7 DAYS

Bridge

Flushing officials join local business owners in cutting a ribbon for the 149th Street bridge opening. 
Photo by Gina Martinez
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BY MARK HALLUM

United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Union 
Local 342 representatives 
were picketing outside the 
Food Universe in Bayside 
at 35-10 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
last week and passing cars 
honked their support for 
the protestors and their gi-
ant inflatable rat. 

 Union representatives 
Bill Wallace, Denis Henry 
and Peter Iacono said the 
union filed various com-
plaints with the NLRB al-
leging legal violations of 
federal labor laws against 
six locations of Key Foods, 
the entity which owns Food 
Universe.  The NLRB has 
scheduled a hearing on the 
union’s allegations Sept. 19 
before one an administra-
tive law judge in Brooklyn.

The Bayside location of 
Food Universe was former-
ly a Waldbaums, a Great 
Atlantic & Pacific Tea Com-
pany holding, which was 
purchased in November 

2015 after filing for bank-
ruptcy. According to the 
legal complaint filed by the 
NLRB, allegations against 
Key Food included but were 
not limited to laying off em-
ployees without first bar-

gaining with the union af-
ter the company purchased 
the store. Other accusations 
made by the UFCW directed 
at other Key Food stores in 
the city where strikes are 
currently taking place were 

that employees had been 
demoted or had their wag-
es cut in violation of their 
union contract.

“The communities 
where we are striking have 
been incredibly supportive 

of the Key Food workers – 
very willing to take their 
business elsewhere until 
these employers do what is 
right by their employees,” 
Kate McDowell, a spokes-
woman for Local 342, said.

The picket on the cor-
ner of Francis Lewis Bou-
levard and 35th Avenue is 
small, and consists mainly 
of union reps. According to 
McDowell, this is because 
the employees represented 
by the union have been 
forced out. 

Wallace, Henry and 
Iacono were at the location 
to distribute fliers to poten-
tial customers informing 
them of the unfair practice 
suit against the owners and 
requesting they shop else-
where. The fliers list alter-
nate locations where shop-
pers can buy groceries, 
such as Dan’s Key Food at 
153 Cross Island Parkway, 
Stop & Shop at 249 Northern 
Blvd. or the Stop & Shop at 
213-215 26th Ave.

“With the Food Uni-

verse takeover, we had the 
understanding that they 
were going to honor our 
agreement, which we had 
in place with Waldbaums,” 
Wallace said, but he new 
owners announced they 
would not be honoring wag-
es or benefit packages at 
the time when the deal was 
struck between Key Food 
and Waldbaums. “We’re 
out here trying to make 
the community aware and 
ask them for their support 
and not shop until we get a 
decision from the National 
Labor Relations Board.”

In an example from the 
NLRB complaint, Mariano 
Rosado was discharged 
from his position at the 
Bayside Food Universe, 
and his employers alleged-
ly failed to discuss the ter-
mination with the union. 
Key Foods also refused to 
offer to reinstate Rosado 
and bypassed the union by 
asking him to sign a sever-
ance agreement, according 
to the union.

Local 343 stages strike vs. Bayside’s Key Food

UFCW Local 342 reps are striking in front of the Food Universe, a Key Food company, in Bayside in re-
sponse to unfair labor practice charges filed by the union. Photo by Mark Hallum
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Porr exclaimed “f--- Indi-
ans” during the attack.

“We have come together 
as a community to say we 
will not tolerate any hate 
crime, especially in the 
county of Queens,” Najmi 
said. He showed members 
of the press a video of the 
incident he obtained from 
an NYPD camera overlook-
ing the intersection, saying 
he had to file a Freedom of 
Information request to re-
trieve the footage.

The video shows a white 
man who Najmi identi-
fied as Porr, approaching 
another man he identified 
as Rahman, who is from 
Bangladesh and has lived 
in the United States for 18 
years. The video, which is 
without sound and looks 
as if it is taken from about 
half a block away, shows 
the man identified as Porr, 
who is white, approach-
ing the man identified as 
Rahman. The two seem to 
briefly exchange words, at 
which the point the man 
identified as Porr violently 
shoves the other man. Af-

ter a brief scuffle, the man 
identified as Porr punches 
the other man, who falls to 
the ground.

Both men were arrested 
at the scene and given desk 
appearance tickets, which 
is an order to appear in 
criminal court at a later 
date. It is typically used for 
misdemeanors, but Najmi 
said it was highly inappro-
priate for Porr to be issued 
a ticket and that Rahman 
should not have been ar-
rested at all. Because both 
Rahman and Porr were is-
sued tickets, he said, the 
investigation had not pro-
gressed until the first crim-
inal court date July 8.

On the date, Najmi of-
fered the court copies of the 
NYPD video, with photos 
and two witness affidavits. 
Najmi said the DA’s office 
told him that it would dis-
miss charges against Rah-
man, but had not yet made 
a decision on whether to 
charge Porr with a hate 
crime. 

A spokeswoman with 
the Queens DA’s office 
would not confirm any 
changes to charges, saying 
that the office was “review-
ing the allegations against 

both individuals.”
 The next scheduled date 

in court for both men is 
Sept. 8.

Rahman expressed anx-
iety about the ordeal, and 
said police accused him of 
being drunk when he was 
initially arrested. When he 
replied that he never drank 
or smoked, Rahman said 
police contended he was ly-
ing about drinking.

“I want justice. I want 
him to be punished for this 
hateful act,” Rahman said. 
“Nobody should go through 
what I’ve been through.”

Rozada, who lives two 
blocks away from the in-
cident, said he was still 
frightened to walk around, 
but pledged to continue 
supporting Rahman by at-
tending whatever court 
proceedings would be nec-
essary.

“I saw it happen, I’ve 
seen it with my own eyes,” 
he said about the assault. “I 
saw the anger and hatred 
in his eyes.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Hate crime
cated between 149-43 and 
149-53 24th Ave. as a stor-
age site leave. The person 
accused of storing vehi-
cles, construction debris 
and supplies in the lot is 
Salvatore Valenza of Sal-
vatore Valenza Contrac-
tors, Inc., based in Whit-
estone. While Valenza 
is listed as the property 
owner, the DOB has the 
lot listed as vacant land. 
Neighbors say the fenced-
in lot, which has been va-
cant for 60 years, has been 
illegally occupied for at 
least five years.

The lot was brought 
to Avella’s attention in 
December by a neighbor. 
Avella went on to ask the 
city Department of Build-
ings to inspect the resi-
dential lot that was loaded 
with storage and trucks. 
The DOB subsequently is-
sued a violation to Valenza, 
who failed to show up for 
the hearing. Valenza also 
got a $4,000 fine, which he 
has so far ignored, accord-
ing to Avella. 

 Valenza did not re-

spond to a request for com-
ment.

Aside from occupying 
the lot, Avella said Valen-
za has placed false signs 
that claim no one can park 
in front of the lot.

 “There’s no curb cut, 
he painted the yellow on 
the curb like this was a 
“No Parking” spot.” Avel-
la said, “When I got here, 
there was a sign from a 
towing company saying if 
you park in front of here, 
you’ll be towed, which is 
clearly illegal because its 
a legal parking spot on the 
street.”

Avella decided to fur-
ther investigate so his 
staff, called up the towing 
company listed on the sign 
and found out it had noth-
ing to do with the posting.

“They didn’t know what 
we were talking about,” 
he said. “They looked at 
the site, and within hours 
the towing company calls 
back saying “we have no 
contract for this site,.  The 
person must’ve stolen my 
sign from another site, 
so they immediately took 
down the sign.”

When Avella’s staff 
called the construc-

tion company and asked 
about the lot, the woman 
on the phone responded, 
“Oh, we’re not building 
anything there, we’re 
just storing equipment.”  
When a staffer informed 
the woman that it was ille-
gal to use the lot, she hung 
up without responding, 
according to Avella.

“This is a classic abuse 
where the person obvious-
ly doesn’t care and has the 
chutzpah to even threaten 
people that if they park on 
a city street, a legal spot, 
that they will be towed,” 
Avella said. “He’s obvi-
ously trying to intimidate 
the people.”

One neighbor, who did 
not want to be named be-
cause of a fear of threats, 
said “We’re a tight-knit 
neighborhood and we 
know what’s bad and 
what’s good on the block, 
”he said. “Most people 
don’t want to look at this, 
they want to wake up in 
a peaceful environment 
instead of having trucks 
rolling in and out. Some-
times they’re disruptive. 
This has been an eyesore 
for a long time, even before 
the fencing went up.”

Continued from Page 1 

Avella
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Located Right Next to Our 
Zum Stammtisch Restaurant
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


