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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Lawmakers and small busi-
ness owners gathered at the 
Greater Flushing Chambers of 
Commerce to urge Gov. Cuomo 
to sign a new law that would help 
small businesses. 

State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), and state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D-Tribe-
ca) were pushing for a bill that 
would require the small business 
revolving loan fund already in 
place to issue a certain percent-
age of its remaining principal 
to micro loans and micro seed 
loans. Kim wants money to go to 
the often ignored small “small 
businesses,”those with five or 
less employees.

The proposed law would  give 
small businesses greater access 
to small loans and seed funding, 
according to lawmakers. They 
claimed that in the current eco-
nomic environment, mom-and-
pop stores and neighborhood 
shops lack financial capital to 
compete with large corporations. 

BY MARK HALLUM

The City Council voted 
Tuesday to affirm the April 
ruling of the Landmark 
Preservation Commission, 
which designated the Lydia 
Ann Bell and William J. 
Ahles House at 39-26 213th 
St. in Bayside a landmark 
once and for all. The final 

motion is the result of work 
that started in 2009 with 
then-Councilman Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and oth-
er preservation activists, 
and ended with Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), 
who brought vocal support 
for the motion to the cham-
ber.

The Ahles House dates 

to 1873, long before Bayside 
was consumed by the grow-
ing city of New York. It was 
built by Robert Bell as a 
gift for his daughter Lydia 
and her husband William. 
It is one of the oldest build-
ings in the neighborhood, 
a remnant of the estate of 
the Bell family, after whom 

BY BILL PARRY

Hunters Point residents and 
people who use Gantry Plaza State 
Park have been on edge since one 

of their own posted a warning 
on social media after witnessing 
a sexual assault on the night of 
Aug. 1. Carolyn Sheehan-Garga-
no heard the attack taking place 

in the tall sea grass surround-
ing the popular red Adirondack 
chairs.

“I ran to the edge of the tall 
grass and screamed for them to 

come out,” she wrote. “The at-
tacker charged out and started 
yelling he killed her and would 
stab me.”

After running away, Sheehan-
Gargano returned and with the 
assailant gone she helped the 
woman out of the grass. The vic-
tim was in shock and did not want 
to report the attack to the police, 
so she walked her to the subway 
and went to the 108th Precinct, 
where she was told by four police 
officers they could do nothing to 
help unless the victim reported 
it.

At a meeting of the Hunters 
Point Civic Association Tuesday 
night, Deputy Inspector John 
Travaglia, the commanding offi-
cer of the 108th Precinct, and Lt. 
Jay Jones of the New York State 
Park Police said they began an 
investigation after reading the 
post.

“This is a delicate situation. 
We do have the allegation of a sex 
crime that has taken place,” Trav-
aglia said. “But the investigation 
doesn’t have a victim yet. There’s 
not much more we can talk about 
in regards to that.”

Leslie Wright, the state Parks 
Department commissioner, told 

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8

Ahles house gets landmark status

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center celebrated 
its designation  as a Level 1 Trauma Center by the 
American College of Surgeons, and a police offi-
cer injured in a hatchet attack, who was treated 
at the hospital, was on hand to celebrate the new 

Maspeth residents continue protesting a proposed shelter for homeless couples, while Community Board 5 search-
es for a venue large enough for the crowds expected at an emergency public hearing Wednesday at 7 p.m. See sto-
ry on Page 2.   Photo by Michael Shain

Pols, owners 
urge Cuomo 

to sign biz bill 

Jamaica Hosp. lauded 
as top trauma center

Attack has Hunters Point on edge
Community residents say police presence needs to be increased in Gantry Park

MASPETH SAYS NO TO SHELTER

Gazi Rahman (c-r), attorney Ali Najmi and 
Glen Rozada speak about Rahman's as-
sault in May. Rozada holds a picture tak-
en of Rahman after the incident. 

Photo by Patrick DonachieContinued on Page 10
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE MUSSELS

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

MARKET & RESTAURANT OPEN 7 DAYS

BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth) has spoken with city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
twice since the city re-
vealed its proposal to turn 
the Holiday Inn Express 
in Maspeth into a tempo-
rary shelter for homeless 
couples earlier this month. 
Stringer assured Markey 
that he would listen closely 
to the community’s con-
cerns, particularly about 
any move for speeded-up 
approval of the siting of 
the shelter by the de Bla-
sio administration before 
a thorough community 
review, according to Mar-
key’s chief of staff Michael 
Armstrong.

Stinger was “sympa-
thetic” to the concerns and 
cause of Maspeth residents. 
Markey asked the comptrol-
ler to deny the shelter plan, 
but Stringer is unable to do 
anything until he receives 
a contract, Armstrong said. 
“I have already spoken to 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
and alerted him to our de-
termination to oppose this 
shelter contract and I know 
he is listening to us.” Mar-
key said in  statement re-
leased Monday. “Also, we 
will absolutely oppose an 
end-run around the commu-
nity and the Comptroller if 
the mayor seeks to speed up 
the plan in the face of our 
opposition by seeking an 
emergency declaration for 
the contract.”

Markey was booed for 
not attending the commu-
nity meeting Aug. 11 at 
Martin Luther High School, 
and Democratic primary 
challenger Brian Barnwell 
told the crowd, “We deserve 
a representative who will 
show up and fight for the 
community.” 

The assemblywoman 
was on her way to the 
meeting when a family 
emergency caused her to 
change plans, according 
Armstrong, who said each 
elected official is pursuing 
the fight against the city’s 

plan on different front.
Markey is working to 

arrange a face-to-face meet-
ing between herself, String-
er, City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) and state Sen. 
Joe Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), he said, adding that 
Markey has been opposed 
to the city’s plan from the 
start. 

“This proposal is a mis-
take,” Markey said Monday. 
“Even though City Hall 
seems intent to go ahead 
with this plan despite our 
opposition, the mayor and 
his Administration should 
know that Maspeth and its 
elected officials and com-
munity leaders will fight 
this plan every way we can, 
at the agency level, at City 
Hall, at the comptroller’s 
office and in the courts if 
necessary.”

Markey also co-signed 
a letter to Stringer with 
Crowley, Addabbo and U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng last Fri-
day calling the current plan 
ill-conceived, inadequate, 
and not in the best interest 
of New Yorkers in need and 
that the proposal does not 
comport with current law 
or stated policy positions of 
the mayor. The Holiday Inn 
Express is located at 59-40 

55th Rd. within the bound-
aries of an Industrial Busi-
ness Zone.

“No residential uses 
are currently permitted in 
IBZs, except by rezoning,” 
they lawmakers wrote. 
“The administration and 
the Council have agreed 
to further strengthen that 
prohibition to curb specu-
lation. Going forward, no 
private applications for res-
idential uses in IBZs will be 
supported by the Council or 
administration.”

A homeless shelter is 
not industrial, nor is it a 
business. By definition, it 
is residential and should be 
treated as such, they wrote.

“As the mayor has fre-
quently said, placing home-
less individuals into a ho-
tel is a bad solution to the 
problem of homelessness 
and his administration was 
seeking to avoid this type of 
facility,” Markey said. “So 
why would this new propos-
al surface now in Maspeth? 
It is a mistake and all of us 
in Maspeth stand firmly 
against it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Markey fi ghts shelter
with Stringer support

Protesters gather outside a Maspeth Holiday Inn that might be 
turned into a homeless shelter.  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY
 
In the aftermath of a 

Staten Island schoolboy’s 
suicide, City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) is calling upon 
state Conservative Party 
Chairman Michael Long 
to resign his position at the 
Brooklyn school the child 
attended. Daniel Joseph 
Fitzpatrick, 13, was a stu-
dent at Holy Angels Catho-
lic Academy where Long is 
the chairman of the board.

“Michael Long has been 
negligent in his duty to 
protect Daniel from bully-
ing and, in fact, holds some 
responsibility for his death 
because of his longstand-
ing, staunch opposition to 
anti-bullying education,” 
Dromm said. “Mr. Long 
should not serve on any 
school board because of the 
hatred and malice he has 
shown toward many groups 
of people in our society, but 
especially against lesbian, 
gay bisexual and transgen-
der people.”

Long, who grew up in 
Richmond Hill before mov-
ing to Brooklyn where he 
raised nine children with 
his wife, was a city coun-
cilman himself from 1981-
1983. He called Dromm’s 
remarks irresponsible and 
a low shot over a young 
man’s demise.

“He knows my track re-
cord and he knows my poli-
tics, and I know his politics 
and that’s why this is just 
so hollow,” Long said. “We 
probably disagree on every-
thing possible in the world. 
What he did was make a 
cheap political statement 
which involved a young 
man’s death for a cheap po-
litical headline. Shame on 
him.”

Dromm is the chairman 
of the City Council’s Com-
mittee on Education and 
worked for 25 years as a 
public school teacher before 
being elected in 2010. Long 
was an opponent of the Dig-
nity for All Students Act, 
which passed in Albany in 
2010, with his opposition 

centered around the inclu-
sion of LGBT students as a 
protected class.

Dromm points to a 2009 
article published in the 
Guardian in which Long, 
who opposed the creation of 
the Harvey Milk School for 
LGBT students, was quoted 
as saying, “Is there a differ-
ent way to teach homosexu-
als? Is their gay math? This 
is wrong. What next? May-
be we should have schools 
for chubby kids who get 
picked on.” 

Dromm was shocked 
to learn that Long was the 
chairman of the Holy An-
gels board.

“He does not make the 
connection between his 
style of bullying and how 
it affects young people,” he 
said. “I suspect that Dan-
iel’s pleas were not taken 
seriously because Mr. Long 
doesn’t take bullying seri-
ously.”

Dromm said he empa-
thized with Daniel’s pleas 
for help because he also 
attended a Catholic school 

and suffered from bullying 
similar to what Daniel ex-
perienced.

“I remember how horri-
ble it was back in the 1970s 
and it is distressing to learn 
that this is still going on 40 

years later,” Dromm said. 
“When I read Daniel’s sui-
cide note, it rang true to me 
that his complaints weren’t 
taken seriously.”

Long said the principal, 
faculty and staff at Holy 

Angels Catholic Academy 
tried to do everything they 
could to help the “young 
man from a troubled home” 
despite tantrums, fits and 
failing grades.

“We heard his cries for 
help and tried everything 
we could, but there was one 
thing we couldn’t do and 
that is go home with him,” 
Long said. “If I thought for 
one moment the principal 
and staff had been negli-
gent, I would have gotten 
rid of them myself. And 
that’s why I feel sorry for 
the onslaught (against) 
the principal, faculty and 
staff who are now receiv-
ing death threats. There’s 
a real lynch mob mentality 
taking place here and the 
sad thing is Councilman 
Dromm probably doesn’t 
even know where the acad-
emy is located. He doesn’t 
know us at all.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Howard Beach com-
munity showed up in large 
numbers Tuesday for a 
walk in support of slain jog-
ger Karina Vetrano.

Community members 
met on 165th Avenue and 
84th Street and followed 
parts of the jogging path 
where Vetrano usually 
ran and where she was 
murdered.  The walk, led 
by Vetrano’s family, ended 
at St. Helen’s church a few 
blocks away. Hundreds of 
people turned out and re-
leased white balloons in 
her honor. 

The memorial comes 
two weeks after Vetrano 
was found dead Aug. 2 af-
ter going for a jog alone. 
Her body was discovered 
in the marshland area near 
the vicinity of 161st Avenue 

and 78th Street when offi-
cers responded to reports 
she had not returned home. 
Police confirmed she was 
sexually assaulted and 

strangled to death. Police 
have still not been able to 
find her killer 

The murder has shaken 
up the tight-knit Howard 

Beach community and Ve-
trano’s parents have been 
incredibly vocal about find-
ing who killed their daugh-
ter. A gofundme  page has 
been set up by her father 
and friends  to reward any-
one providing information 
on the killer. It has current-
ly raised over $250,000. 

Alaina Rivera, came to 
the walk with her daugh-
ters holding a handful of 
white balloons. 

“We came out to support 
because we have daugh-
ters, too, and neighbors 
come together in times like 
this to keep the community 
a little tighter, “she said. 
“It’s unfortunate that this 
is what we have to come out 
for,.  It’sia sad reality. Ev-
ery one’s on edge, no one’s 
happy I just think they 
want closure, they want to 
find out who and why most 

of all.”
Patrick Delaney, also 

lives in Howard Beach and 
came to the walk hoping for 
justice. 

“It’s just like a dark 
cloud over the community 
and I didn’t know her per-
sonally, but she waited on 
me a few times at Vetros,” 
Delaney said. “Everything 
about her was angelic and 
she was just a sweet girl 
and I just feel so bad for her 
mom and dad,” he said. “I 
can’t even imagine what 
they re going through,.  It’s 
just so unfair. I want them 
to catch this guy and I want 
him to pay dearly for what 
he did.  I want justice to be 
served.”

Before the walk Vetra-
no’s family spoke to report-
ers.  Her father Phil Vetra-
no even offered the reward 
money to the killer’s family 

as long as he turned him-
self in. 

“Turn yourself in,” he 
said. “I will make sure that 
reward money goes to the 
person of your choice. The 
sister, your mother, your 
brother. It’s a life-changer. 
You will be caught, so take 
advantage of that.”

Vetrano’s mother, 
Kathy, also warned anyone 
who may be protecting the 
killers identity that they’re 
wasting their time. “You 
are equally guilty of har-
boring him if you do so,” 
she said. Don’t protect him. 
He’s of no use to anyone. 
He’s a weak, evil piece of 
----.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Dromm battles Long over schoolboy suicide
Councilman says Conservative Party leader’s opposition to anti-bullying legislation shows ‘malice’

City Councilman Daniel Dromm criticizes Michael Long for being 
“negligent in his duty” to help a young bullying victim.

Howard Beach follows path taken by slain jogger

Supporters gathered with white balloons in Howard Beach in mem-
ory of Karina Vetrano.  Photo by Gina Martinez
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J O I N  U S  F O R  B R E K FA S T,  L U N C H  O R  D I N N E R

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.) 
NEVADADINERNY.COM

CHEF’S DAILY  
LUNCH MENU

Includes: Cup of Soup,  
Beverage and Dessert

Try our Garden Fresh Salads...  
Sandwiches, Wraps and Panini’s  
with Waffle or Sweet Potato Fries

MOUTH WATERING 
COMPLETE DINNER 

SPECIALS
Includes.. . Cup of Soup, Entree,  
Potato or Pasta and Vegetable,  
any Dessert & Coffee, Tea or Soda

MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-4PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM-10PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-11AM

GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST SPECIALS

$22.95
SERVED 12NOON-10PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

1 1/4 lb. Maine 
Lobster

Corn on the cob, baked 
potato, choice of soup 
or salad (Manhattan  

or New England  
Clam Chowder)$21.95

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) called atten-
tion to the need for a new 
grocery store in a  vacant 
retail space formerly oc-
cupied by Waldbaums in 
Whitestone at a news con-
ference Friday. 

Since the chain filed for 
bankruptcy last year, many 
of its assets were picked up 
by Key Food and other com-
panies. But the absence of 
a grocery store at 153-01 
10th Ave. has forced many 
elderly residents to travel 
much further for the food 
they need.

Some 100 residents 
joined Avella in the sum-
mer heat to publicly call for 
a new store. Avella spoke 
about rumors about the 
commercial space being di-
vided up and being turned 
into a pharmacy, which res-

idents agreed there were 
too many of in the area as 
it is.

“Now I have to go to the 
closest place, Key Food,” 
said Stan Stolar, a resident 
who lives west of the where 

Waldbaums did business. 
Stolar remarked that a trip 
to the former supermarket 
used to take five minutes. 
Now he and his wife, who 
uses a walker, must drive to 
get their shopping done.

“The fact that over 100 
people showed up in this 
heat shows the demand 
the community has for a 
full-service supermarket,” 
Avella said. “If the rumors 
of a subdivision are true, 

the community will lose 
all opportunity to get that 
space back should a new 
tenant fail to succeed.”

According to Avella, the 
organization  that current-
ly owns the vacant space 
had reassured the senator 
it would only consider rent-
ing the space out to super-
markets when the bank-
ruptcy action occurred and 
the Whitestone location 
was not reoccupied by a 
new business. 

“Although my office 
kept in contact with them 
for months, in the last two 
months all of a sudden they 
weren’t returning phone 
calls,” Avella said. When 
he was finally able to renew 
contact with company com-
pany officials, company 
officials? said they were 
unable to deny they were 
planning to  subdivide the 
space, he said. 

Avella speculated that 
North Shore Farms, a high-
end grocery store chain, 
 would be moving into one 
of the subdivided spaces 
and a pharmacy would oc-
cupy another space. With 
much of the neighborhood 
being a “naturally occur-
ring retirement commu-
nity” with residents on 
fixed incomes, Avella said 
a high-priced supermarket 
would be bound to fail.

Key Food was able to 
acquire a number of Wal-
baums locations during 
its bankruptcy, several of 
which will be going to trial 
for allegedly violating con-
tracts with the United Food 
and Commercial Workers 
Local 342. The store at 35-
10 Francis Lewis Blvd. has 
seen picketers from the 
UFCW handing out fliers 
asking customers to shop 
elsewhere.

Whitestone needs new grocery: Avella 
Councilman calls on businesses to bring in replacement for neighborhood’s Waldbaums supermarket

State Sen. Tony Avella listened community concern about the loss of Waldbaums in Whitestone and 
called attention to the vacancy for businesses to fill the gap so residents can once again have easy 
access to a supermarket. Photo by Mark Hallum
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY MARK HALLUM

The Kupferberg Holo-
caust Center at 222-05 56th 
Ave. in Bayside is showcas-
ing a new exhibit which 
illustrates the struggle of 
women in the face of mass 
violence and genocide 
through video and photog-
raphy. 

“Women at the Front-
line of Mass Violence and 
Genocide,” in partnership 
with global human rights 
organization Yahad-In 
Unam, made its U.S. pre-
mier Monday and will run 
through Sept. 15.

The exhibition gives vi-
sual evidence from over a 
decade of Yahad-In Unam’s 
 investigations and inter-
views with women who 
have experienced tragedy 
from Jewish Holocaust of 
Eastern Europe carried out 
by the Nazis, the extermi-
nation of Roma by the Third 
Reich, the indigenous wom-
en under attack during the 
Guatemalan conflict of 
the ‘80s and the stories of 
Yazidi women who escaped 
the violence of the Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria. 

Yahad-In Unum, found-
ed in 2004 by Father Pat-

rick Desbois, is a French 
organization dedicated to 
identifying and document-
ing World War II killing 
sites against Jews and Gyp-
sies throughout Eastern 
Europe and studying geno-
cidal practices,

It features 19 photo-
graphs and video testi-
monies of female victims 
between World War II and 
today.

“Women at the Front-
line of Mass Violence and 
Genocide” shows a side of 
mass violence rarely told 
solely from the perspective 
of its female victims. 

“We are pleased to host 
this show, which comple-
ments our center’s focus on 
the importance of gender in 
understanding global geno-
cide from the 20th century 
on,” said Dr. Dan Leshem, 
director of the Kupferberg 
Holocaust Center.

A special panel discus-
sion will be held \Aug. 28 at 
the Kupferberg Center at 1 
p.m. with founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of Remem-
ber the Women Institute 
Rochelle Saidel, Associate 
Professor of Sociology Amy 
Traver, and the Director of 
Research Center of Yahad-

In Unam Patrice Bensi-
mon.

“From our investiga-
tions into the victims of 
genocide and mass vio-
lence, Yahad has seen that 
women have suffered in 
a specific way: as victims 
of sexual violence, forced 
abortion, sterilization, or 
sexual slaves,” explained 
Bensimon. “Our mission 
with this collection is to 
give a voice to these wom-
en, and in doing so, to give 
them back the dignity that 
was stripped from them. 
Violence against women 
during mass killings and 
genocide is an issue in its 
own right that needs to be 
further studied by schol-
ars and better known by 
the public at large. We also 
want to show that the les-
sons from World War II 
have not been heeded, and 
genocide and mass violence 
continue into the present 
with no sign of slowing 
down.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Holocaust center explores 
violence against women

The Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center is hosting the "Women at the Frontline of Mass Violence 
Worldwide" photo and video exhibition from Aug. 15 to Sept. 15, which features imagery from World 
War II to the present day. Courtesy of QCC
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Surrounded by elected 
officials and community 
leaders, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced Wednesday 
that downtown Jamaica 
would be the beneficiary 
of a $10 million allocation 
from the state government 
for neighborhood revital-
ization.

The governor, flanked 
by Borough President Me-
linda Katz, U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
state Assemblywoman Viv-
ian Cook (D-Jamaica) and 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis), said the funding 
would go toward making 
Jamaica “shine.”

“Queens has all sorts of 
assets, but Queens needs 
a partner,” Cuomo said 
during his remarks at the 
Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center. “You have every 
piece you could need, you 
just need the funds, the 
start-up capital.”

The Downtown Revital-
ization Initiative, original-
ly announced in Cuomo’s 
State of the State address, 
was a competitive process 
with the winning munici-
palities receiving funds to 
generate new opportuni-
ties. According to the gov-
ernor’s office, $300,000 of 
the funds will go to private 
sector experts and a local 
planning committee that 
will draft a plan for specific 
programs and projects to 
be funded.

Hope Knight, the presi-

dent of the Greater Jamai-
ca Development Corpora-
tion, said she had learned 
the news that downtown 
Jamaica received the fund-
ing earlier that morning. 
Knight said the process of 
how the funds will be allo-
cated was preliminary, but 
she mentioned a workforce 
development program as 
a possibility, so area resi-
dents could be trained and 
get jobs in the growing 
number of hotel construc-
tion projects in the area.

Katz welcomed Cuomo 
home, as his father Mario 
had grown up in Jamaica 
and he grew up in Hol-
lis Hills, a short distance 
away. Katz said with Jamai-
ca on the rise, the funding 
would greatly benefit the 
surrounding community.

“We have all the pieces 
in place, and it’s like a cata-
pult to get where we need 
to be in terms of regional 
growth and prosperity,”she 
said during her remarks. 

The Downtown Revital-
ization Initiative stipulat-
ed that the winning area, 
whatever it may be, must be 
of a sufficient size and have 
“recent or impending” job 
growth to help support the 
eventual revitalization 
projects funded by the $10 
million allocation. 

In total, 10 downtown 
areas will be receiving $10 
million in funding, with 
Jamaica the city’s recipi-
ent. The state received 122 
applications during the 
process. 

Katz, Cuomo and Meeks 
all mentioned during their 
remarks that Jamaica had 
strong assets already in 
place, including a vibrant 
downtown, a transportation 
hub with the Long Island 
Rail Road and John F. Ken-
nedy AirTrain stops, and a 
spate of new construction 
and development. The grant 
was part of a broader $100 
million statewide effort to 
improve city centers.

BY BILL PARRY

The sign above the Hol-
lywood-style main gate to 
Kaufman Astoria Studios 
which was added to the 
film and television produc-
tion facility  in December 
2015 may look like its fall-
en into a state of disrepair 
as the two light blue A’s in 
Kaufman have gone dark. 
Studio officials say the 
outage is intentional, and 
for a life-saving cause.

The studio is among 
other iconic buildings 
across the city including 
Morgan Stanley, the Hard 
Rock Cafe, City University 
of New York and National 
Grid that are taking part 
in the global Missing Type 
Campaign to highlight the 
importance of donating 
blood and maintaining a 
steady supply for future 
generations.

Throughout the global 
“Missing Type” campaign, 
A’s B’s and O’s the letters 
of the main blood groups, 
will disappear in everyday 
and iconic locations in the 
city with the help and sup-
port of organizations and 
local businesses. Letters 
will be disappearing in 
Australia, Japan, Ireland, 
England and many more 
countries as well and rap 
star LL Cool J, who grew 
up in Hollis, is supporting 
the campaign supported 
locally by the New York 
Blood Center.

“New York Blood Cen-
ter is very proud to be 
part of the international 
Missing Type campaign, 
which has the power to 
raise awareness globally 
on the every day need for 
blood, especially O, which 
is the universal blood type 
and is always in short sup-
ply,” NYBC Vice President 
Robert Purvis said. “The 
campaign couldn’t happen 
at a better time, as August 
is such a high vacation 
month.”

NYBC and Lauren 
Shields, a 16-year-old 
blood recipient who need-
ed life-saving blood trans-
fusions during her heart 
transplant in 2009, rang 
the opening bell at the 
New York Stock Exchange 
last week in support of the 
campaign, which was first 
held in England and North 
Wales in 2015. This year 
25 blood services from 21 
countries, covering one 
billion of the world’s popu-
lation, are taking part in 

the movement.
“We need people to 

come out and support one 
another.  By donating 
blood and your time, you 
are saving someone’s life, 
just like mine,” Lauren 
said. “Blood is needed for 
transfusions during organ 
transplants or when some-
one is undergoing chemo-
therapy. Without blood 
and people who donated I 
would not be here today.”

People can begin do-
nating blood across the 
United States from age 
16, with a parent’s writ-
ten consent. O negative 
blood type, the universal 
donor that is most needed 
in emergency rooms, is 
found more commonly 
within the Hispanic and 
African-American popu-
lations. These populations 
are underrepresented in 
the donor pool, and with 
the increasing population 
rate , their communities 
are in need the most, cam-
paign organizers said.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announces an initiative to revitalize down-
town Jamaica. Photo by Michael Shain

Gov comes to Jamaica
Cuomo announces $10 million in funds for downtown

Astoria studio joins
blood donor campaign

Kaufman Astoria blocks outsome letters in its name 
as a part of a globla blood-donorawareness campaign. 

Courtesy Kaufman Astoria Studios
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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They held the news confer-
ence to strongly encourage 
Cuomo to address the issue 
by signing the bill. 

John Choe, executive 
director of the Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce, 
argues that the risk of the 
loan is worth it. 

“Flushing was one of 
the few neighborhoods in 
the city that created jobs 
during the 2008 recession 
that kept Queens afloat, 
creating revenue for the 
city and the state,” he said. 
“We need communities like 
Flushing to survive. We’re 
asking Cuomo to extend a 
lifeline, a few thousand dol-
lars for each small business 
owner that will be getting 
these types of loans.” 

He pointed out that $25 
million total in the context 
of  a state budget that is $150 
billion or more is a drop in 
the bucket but it makes the 
life of all the small business 
owners in Flushing.

Some local business 
owners lack credit his-
tory or do not have a high 

enough credit score to take 
out the loans they need. 
Kim pointed out that one 
of the risks of the state not 
loaning to small businesses 
is the continuation of lend-
ing circles, particularly 
in the Korean community, 
where business owners 
take loans from each other 
at high interest rates, never 
actually allowing them to 
better their credit score. 

“Local businesses are 
the heart of our economy 
and we want to make sure 
they have access to capital 
that sometimes they don’t 
have access to,” he said. 
“We’ve been at a standstill 
with the Assembly for a 
couple of years with this 
legislation, but I felt very 
strongly that this is some-
thing we need to do to make 
sure we make a stand for 
this community.”

Kim recalled growing 
up with parents who ran a 
grocery store and a nail sa-
lon for 25 years, and watch-
ing his father forced to shut 
down his businesses after 
going bankrupt. 

“He was facing insur-
mountable odds with rent 

going up 300 percent over-
night due to over-regulation 
by all sorts of government 
agencies at a city and state 
level. I saw firsthand how 
difficult it was for mom-
and-pop stores to survive.”

Stavisky cited a Partner-
ship for a New American 
Economy statistic which 
said approximately 31.2 
percent of businesses in 
New York state are owned 
by immigrants and gener-
ate $12.5 billion in annual 
income for the state.

“Small business own-
ers are the backbone of 
our economy and we must 
do all that we can to help 
them succeed,” she said. “ 
These loans are extremely 
important to people in im-
migrant communities and 
allow them the opportunity 
to achieve the American 
Dream.”

Cuomo has until Aug. 19 
to sign the bill. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

the crowd that as soon as 
the Park Police gave the 
go-ahead, “we went in and 
cut down the tall grass and 
we’re addressing the light-
ing situation and placed or-
ders for every part and bulb. 
In the meantime, we’ve put 
in temporary lighting.”

Residents said more 
needed to be done and they 
began listing a litany of 
complaints from the sale 
of crack inside the park to 
speeding cars on Center 
Boulevard. Many in the 
crowd said they were new 
to the neighborhood and 
were surprised there was 
not a better police presence 
in and around the park. 

“This whole area has 
become a major destination 
for drugs and drinking on 
the weekend, it’s getting 
like Coney Island, and it’s 
only going to get worse as 
the neighborhood grows,” 
one woman said. “In the 
last eight months I don’t 
even go out after dark.”

Travaglia bristled at 
some of the complaints.  
He had begun the evening 

discussing historically low 
levels of overall crime in 
his precinct with burglary 
down 31 percent in the 
last year. Jones was taken 
aback as well.

“I’m learning a lot of 
stuff here that I haven’t 
heard before like crack 
dealing in the park,” he 
said, urging the residents 
to approach him with such 
complaints. Travaglia told 
them to take part in the 
Precinct Council meetings 
on the last Tuesday of ev-
ery month.

“That’s where you can 
bring your complaints di-
rectly to me,” he said.

Several residents com-
plained that those meet-
ings are held at the Sunny-
side Community Services 
center, which is too far way. 
The facility is just four sta-
tions away on the No. 7 sub-
way line.

Diane Ballek, the Pre-
cinct Council president, of-
fered to move the meeting 
to Long Island City every 
other month. Jones gave 
the number of the Park Po-
lice desk 212-694-3620 to re-
port incidents at Gantry.

Sheehan-Gardner took 
the microphone.

“I am the person that 
witnessed the attack in the 
park,” she said. “I’m not 
like a trained first respond-
er. Not having a phone 
number to tell me what to 
do was very upsetting.” 

She offered to design a 
poster with all of the phone 
numbers that could then 
be posted throughout the 
parks.

Towards the end of the 
public meeting, City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who sat 
quietly most of the evening 
writing down all of the 
complaints,  said the mayor 
should hold a town meeting 
in Hunters Point.

“We need to get the 
mayor and all his commis-
sioners here and make sure 
he understands that this 
is a neighborhood, this is 
a community, that he can’t 
just have proposals for new 
buildings but instead he 
needs to make sure the re-
sources match the number 
of people who are coming 
here.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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BY MARK HALLUM

Big City Music Festival 
returned to Long Island 
City’s LIC Bar, where 24 
musicians and groups from 
across the city gathered to 
showcase their original 
song-writing talent Sat-
urday and Sunday. The 
two-day event comes along 
every two years and was 
founded by Niall Connolly, 
an Irish immigrant who 
sought to bring a little bit 
of home to the city. Among 
performers gaining in noto-
riety were Warren Malone, 
August Wells  and Youth in 
a Roman Field.

Connolly came to the 
United States a decade ago, 
and as a musician began to 
miss the Hibernian custom 
of sharing songs among 
friends and family at gath-
erings. Big City Folk start-
ed as a collective network 
of songwriters who gath-
ered at a Wednesday night 

club to do just that and the 
festival, which happens ev-
ery two years,  grew from 
there.

Warren Malone, a Brit-
ish-born musician, per-
formed his songs and pro-
moted a new album which 
recently earned the atten-
tion of Pulizter Prize-win-
ning poet Paul Muldoon, 
who invited him to play 
with Rosanne Cash and 
Loudon Wainwright III at 
the Irish Art Center Sept. 
19. Malone will be perform-
ing again at the LIC Bar , 
at 45-58 Vernon Blvd., Aug. 
31 for a night of rockabilly 
sound.

Malone pics expertly 
on the acoustic guitar and 
tells stories about the rela-
tionship between him and 
his wife. He explains that 
the performers at the event 
are part of a tight-knit com-
munity and Big City Music 
Festival is a joy for all the 
musicians involved be-

cause it allows them reach a 
broader audience while re-
connecting with peers who 
may have drifted apart.

Hundreds of people 
drifted in and out of the 
Queens establishment over 
the course of the two-day 
event, without the heat 
wave having much of an 
effect on attendance, Con-
nolly said. 

Troubadour Jasper 
Lewis took to the stage and 
made the audience laugh 
and clap with the humor-
ous bent of his songs.

“That’s the Big City Mu-
sic Festival. It’s a train of 
acoustic guitars, coming 
full-speed into your face,” 
Lewis said.

Ken Griffin was for-
merly the lead singer and 
guitarist for Irish noise pop 
band Rollerskate Skinny, 
which achieved fame in 
‘90s for their album “Shoul-
der Voices.” August Wells 
is the name of Griffin’s new 

band, a duo between him-
self and Queens-native pia-
nist John Rauchenberger. 
As the sun went down and 
the shade rolled in, the heat 
abated. Many people at the 
venue found it more com-
fortable to sit outside When 
the clean sounds from 
his vocals mixed with the 
strumming on his  tFender 
Telecaster, the audience 
was able to get a taste  of the 
iconic band he was once a 
part of.

Youth in a Roman Field 
closed the event. The string 
quartet is headed up by 
Claire Wellin, who per-
formed in the Broadway 
musical “Once,” which was 
the winner of 8 2012 Tony 
Awards.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Big City musicians showcase their talent at LIC venue
Long Island City beer joint hosts free weekend-long music festival featuring 24 songwriters

Warren Malone and E.W. Harris performed along with 22 other mu-
sicians at the Big City Music Festival at LIC Bar in Long Island City. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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designation.
“I’m here because of 

Jamaica Hospital,” Officer 
Kenneth Healey said dur-
ing a news conference held 
in the hospital at 8900 Van 
Wyck Expressway in Ja-
maica. Healey was struck 
in the head by a man wield-
ing a hatchet along Ja-
maica Avenue in October 
2014. After receiving care 
at Jamaica Hospital, he re-
covered and is now back at 
work with the NYPD.

Geoffrey Doughlin, the 
medical director of trauma 
for the hospital, said the 
hospital had been designat-
ed as a Level 1 center by the 
city and state in the past. 
But the ACS designation, 
which was issued on March 
16 and lasts for three years, 
verifies that Jamaica Hos-
pital’s trauma unit acts 
with a premier level of pre-
paredness and care.

Bruce Flanz, the hospi-
tal’s chief executive officer, 
said the hospital is near 
the intersection of three 
expressways and the closet 
hospital to John F. Ken-

nedy Airport. Several of 
the trauma team staff were 
on hand for the announce-
ment, including Beverly 
Brown, RN, the trauma 
program manager and Dr. 
Jeffrey Chan, a trauma 
surgeon. Brown said the 
national standards deter-
mined by the ACS offered a 
greater uniformity of care 
throughout the country.

“It makes sure that 
trauma centers are doing 
the same thing,” she said. 
“You can’t have a hospi-
tal in Pennsylvania doing 
something different from a 
hospital in New York.”

Chan agreed, saying 
that the new designation 
was a welcome affirmation 
of the quality of care the 
hospital has offered since it 
first began providing trau-
ma care in 1985. 

A Level 1 trauma center 
must be able to provide total 
care from the arrival of the 
patient to dismissal. The 
ACS conducted an analy-
sis of quality indicators for 
the hospital’s previous 12 
months and conducted a 
site visit. Chief Operating 
Officer William Lynch said 
the standards the hospital 
had to adhere to in order to 

garner the ACS Level 1 des-
ignation were varied and 
exhaustive.

“Do we have anaesthe-
sia 24/7? Do we have an 
operating room available 
24/7? If the first team goes 
into surgery, is the second 
team available on call?” 
he said, citing a few of the 
many examples of indica-
tors that ACS investigated 
in its analysis. He said the 
designation could be an ad-
ditional assurance to EMT 
workers in the field who 
were bringing their pa-
tients to Jamaica Hospital. 

Finally, he said the des-
ignation was particularly 
important considering the 
wide area Jamaica Hospi-
tal covered, including most 
of southern Queens, east-
ern Brooklyn and the Rock-
away Peninsula. The near-
est Level 1 Trauma Center 
besides Jamaica Hospital 
was New York Presbyteri-
an Queens in Flushing.

“In the south Queens 
area,” Lynch said, “we’re 
it.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Hospital
Bell Boulevard is named.

Landmark designa-
tion of the property took 
seven years due to lack of 
cooperation from the own-
er. According to former 
corporate attorney Chris 
Murillo a major reason be-
hind the length and com-
plexity of the landmark-
creation process is the fact 
that the designation can 
remove the legal rights of 
owners to do as they please 
with their property. Extra 
caution is taken when put-
ting a label on buildings 
which locks the property 
into one use.

LPC rulings go through 
multiple agencies to en-
sure the rights of residents 
are not infringed upon. 
The Subcommittee on Zon-
ing, community boards 
and  Zoning and Land Use 
are just a few of the enti-
ties needed to approve 
landmark designations, 
according to Vallone.

“We had to work with 
the owner to make sure 
that he understood that we 
weren’t doing something 

against his wishes, but 
that we were trying to pro-
tect something from 1873, 
and it all worked out,” Val-
lone said, adding that the 
vote in the Council Cham-
ber was 44-to-1 in favor of 
the designation. “This is 
as good of a landmark as 
we’re going to see around 
here.”

“Over the past 20 years, 
the Bayside Historical 
Society has been a steady 
and true advocate for land-
mark certification of the 
Ahles House in Bayside,” 
said Paul DiBenedetto, 
president of the Bayside 
Historical Society. “We 
were thrilled to hear that 

this 1870s Bell family es-
tate, a critical reminder 
of Bayside’s rich and rap-
idly disappearing past, is 
now an official NYC land-
mark.”

Vallone has been an 
outspoken supporter of 
preserving historic places 
in his district, such as the 
Hawthorne Court Apart-
ments on the corner of 43rd 
Avenue and 216th Street, 
which received landmark 
designation in 2014. The 
apartments, designed by 
the architect Benjamin 
Braunstein, were built 
during the late 1920s and 
early 1930s in the Tudor 
Revival style.

Continued from Page 1 

Ahles

Landmark status for the Bell and Ahles House in Bayside was 
passed in City Council with a nearly unanimous vote, says 
Councilman Paul Vallone. The LPC approved the designation in 
April. Photo by Michael Shain 
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