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BY BILL PARRY

Hunters Point residents 
and people who use Gantry 
Plaza State Park have been 
on edge since one of their own 
posted a warning on social me-
dia after witnessing a sexual 
assault on the night of Aug. 
1. Carolyn Sheehan-Gargano 
heard the attack taking place 
in the tall sea grass surround-
ing the popular red Adiron-
dack chairs.

“I ran to the edge of the 
tall grass and screamed for 
them to come out,” she wrote. 
“The attacker charged out and 
started yelling he killed her 
and would stab me.”

After running away, 
Sheehan-Gargano returned 
and with the assailant gone 
she helped the woman out of 
the grass. The victim was in 
shock and did not want to re-
port the attack to the police, so 
she walked her to the subway 
and went to the 108th Precinct, 
where she was told by four 
police officers they could do 
nothing to help unless the vic-
tim reported it.

At a meeting of the Hunt-
ers Point Civic Association 
Tuesday night, Deputy Inspec-
tor John Travaglia, the com-
manding officer of the 108th 

The Ozone Park commu-
nity was rocked by violence 
Saturday when a lone gunman 
shot the imam of a mosque 
along with his associate. 

The daylight attack hap-
pened at Liberty Avenue and 
79th Street, shortly after the 
two men wearing Muslim 
dress had left the Al-Furqan 
Jame Masjid mosque. A sus-
pect from East New York was 
charged with the double shoot-
ings of Imam Alauddin Akon-
jee and Thara Uddin, and 
many in the community urged 
the authorities to consider the 
possibility that the murders 
were a hate crime. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
spoke at the funeral Monday, 
along with aggrieved fam-
ily and community members. 
Both men were well-respected 
in the community and lived in 
Ozone Park. 

The funeral was accompa-
nied by calls for justice, de-
mands for an increased police 
presence to ensure the safety 
of Muslims and anxiety at how 
the national rhetoric has af-
fected the lives of Muslim New 
Yorkers. 

Oscar Morel was charged 
with murder in the first degree 
and faces the possibility of life 
without parole if convicted, 
the Queens DA said.

See coverage on Pages 5, 22Continued on Page 60
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As thousands of mourners—many carrying signs—attended the outdoor funeral for a murdered 
Queens imam and his associate, cops arrested a 35-year-old janitor in the high-profile shooting.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Hunters Point
growing pains
begin to show 

Murders stun Ozone Park
Muslim community fearful after Ozone Park imam, associate gunned down
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BY BILL PARRY

The sign above the Hol-
lywood-style main gate to 
Kaufman Astoria Studios 
which was added to the film 
and television production fa-
cility  in December 2015 may 
look like its fallen into a state 
of disrepair as the two light 
blue A’s in Kaufman have 
gone dark. Studio officials 
say the outage is intentional, 
and for a life-saving cause.

The studio is among other 
iconic buildings across the 
city including Morgan Stan-
ley, the Hard Rock Cafe, City 
University of New York and 
National Grid that are taking 
part in the global Missing 
Type Campaign to highlight 
the importance of donating 
blood and maintaining a 
steady supply for future gen-
erations.

Throughout the global 
“Missing Type” campaign, 
A’s B’s and O’s the letters of 
the main blood groups, will 
disappear in everyday and 
iconic locations in the city 
with the help and support of 
organizations and local busi-
nesses. Letters will be disap-
pearing in Australia, Japan, 
Ireland, England and many 
more countries as well and 
rap star LL Cool J, who grew 

up in Hollis, is supporting 
the campaign supported lo-
cally by the New York Blood 
Center.

“New York Blood Center 
is very proud to be part of 
the international Missing 
Type campaign, which has 
the power to raise awareness 
globally on the every day 
need for blood, especially O, 
which is the universal blood 
type and is always in short 
supply,” NYBC Vice Presi-
dent Robert Purvis said. “The 
campaign couldn’t happen at 
a better time, as August is 
such a high vacation month.”

NYBC and Lauren Shields, 
a 16-year-old blood recipi-
ent who needed life-saving 
blood transfusions during 
her heart transplant in 2009, 
rang the opening bell at the 
New York Stock Exchange 
last week in support of the 
campaign, which was first 
held in England and North 
Wales in 2015. This year 25 
blood services from 21 coun-
tries, covering one billion of 
the world’s population, are 
taking part in the movement.

“We need people to come 
out and support one another.  
By donating blood and your 
time, you are saving some-
one’s life, just like mine,” 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Surrounded by elected of-
ficials and community lead-
ers, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced Wednesday that 
downtown Jamaica would be 
the beneficiary of a $10 mil-
lion allocation from the state 
government for neighborhood 
revitalization.

The governor, flanked by 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), state Assembly-
woman Vivian Cook (D-Ja-
maica) and state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-Hollis), said the 
funding would go toward mak-
ing Jamaica “shine.”

“Queens has all sorts of 
assets, but Queens needs a 
partner,” Cuomo said during 
his remarks at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center. “You 
have every piece you could 
need, you just need the funds, 
the start-up capital.”

The Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Initiative, originally an-
nounced in Cuomo’s State of 
the State address, was a com-
petitive process with the win-
ning municipalities receiving 
funds to generate new oppor-
tunities. According to the gov-
ernor’s office, $300,000 of the 
funds will go to private sector 
experts and a local planning 
committee that will draft a 
plan for specific programs and 
projects to be funded.

Hope Knight, the president 
of the Greater Jamaica De-
velopment Corporation, said 
she had learned the news that 
downtown Jamaica received 
the funding earlier that morn-
ing. Knight said the process 
of how the funds will be al-
located was preliminary, but 
she mentioned a workforce de-
velopment program as a possi-
bility, so area residents could 
be trained and get jobs in the 
growing number of hotel con-
struction projects in the area.

Katz welcomed Cuomo 
home, as his father Mario had 
grown up in Jamaica and he 
grew up in Hollis Hills, a short 
distance away. Katz said with 
Jamaica on the rise, the fund-
ing would greatly benefit the 
surrounding community.

“We have all the pieces in 
place, and it’s like a catapult 
to get where we need to be in 
terms of regional growth and 
prosperity,”she said during 
her remarks. 

The Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Initiative stipulated that 
the winning area, whatever 
it may be, must be of a suffi-
cient size and have “recent or 
impending” job growth to help 
support the eventual revital-
ization projects funded by the 
$10 million allocation. 

In total, 10 downtown areas 
will be receiving $10 million 
in funding, with Jamaica the 
city’s recipient. The state re-
ceived 122 applications during 
the process. 

Katz, Cuomo and Meeks 
all mentioned during their 
remarks that Jamaica had 
strong assets already in place, 

including a vibrant downtown, 
a transportation hub with the 
Long Island Rail Road and 
John F. Kennedy AirTrain 
stops, and a spate of new con-
struction and development. 
The grant was part of a broad-
er $100 million statewide effort 
to improve city centers.

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Rochdale Village) was in 
the audience and said com-
munity leaders and elected 
officials needed to be cautious 
about possible gentrification 
in the area, insisting that a 
certain amount of housing 
created in the neighborhood’s 
development must be truly af-
fordable for local residents.

“We want to make sure 
the people who were here in 
the hard times are here in the 
good times,” he said.

The planning process for 
the allocation of the funds is 
expected to be completed in 
early 2017.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued on Page 60

Kaufman Astoria Studios blocks out some letters in its 
name as part of global blood-donor awareness campaign. 

Courtesy Kaufman Astoria Studios

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announces an initiative to revitalize downtown 
Jamaica. Photo by Michael Shain

Astoria studio joins
blood donor campaign

Gov comes to Jamaica
Cuomo announces $10 million in funding for downtown
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BY MARK HALLUM

Big City Music Festival re-
turned to Long Island City’s 
LIC Bar, where 24 musicians 
and groups from across the 
city gathered to showcase 
their original song-writing tal-
ent Saturday and Sunday. The 
two-day event comes along ev-
ery two years and was founded 
by Niall Connolly, an Irish im-
migrant who sought to bring 
a little bit of home to the city. 
Among performers gaining 
in notoriety were Warren Ma-
lone, August Wells  and Youth 
in a Roman Field.

Connolly came to the Unit-
ed States a decade ago, and as 
a musician began to miss the 
Hibernian custom of sharing 
songs among friends and fam-
ily at gatherings. Big City Folk 
started as a collective network 
of songwriters who gathered 
at a Wednesday night club to 
do just that and the festival, 
which happens every two 
years,  grew from there.

Warren Malone, a British-

born musician, performed his 
songs and promoted a new al-
bum which recently earned 
the attention of Pulizter Prize-
winning poet Paul Muldoon, 
who invited him to play with 
Rosanne Cash and Loudon 
Wainwright III at the Irish Art 
Center Sept. 19. Malone will be 
performing again at the LIC 
Bar , at 45-58 Vernon Blvd., 
Aug. 31 for a night of rocka-
billy sound.

Malone pics expertly on 
the acoustic guitar and tells 
stories about the relationship 
between him and his wife. He 
explains that the performers 
at the event are part of a tight-
knit community and Big City 
Music Festival is a joy for all 
the musicians involved be-
cause it allows them reach a 
broader audience while recon-
necting with peers who may 
have drifted apart.

Hundreds of people drifted 
in and out of the Queens es-
tablishment over the course of 
the two-day event, without the 
heat wave having much of an 

effect on attendance, Connolly 
said. 

Troubadour Jasper Lewis 
took to the stage and made 
the audience laugh and clap 
with the humorous bent of his 
songs.

“That’s the Big City Music 
Festival. It’s a train of acoustic 
guitars, coming full-speed into 
your face,” Lewis said.

Ken Griffin was formerly 
the lead singer and guitar-
ist for Irish noise pop band 

Rollerskate Skinny, which 
achieved fame in ‘90s for their 
album “Shoulder Voices.” Au-
gust Wells is the name of Grif-
fin’s new band, a duo between 
himself and Queens-native 
pianist John Rauchenberger. 
As the sun went down and 
the shade rolled in, the heat 
abated. Many people at the 
venue found it more comfort-
able to sit outside When the 
clean sounds from his vocals 
mixed with the strumming on 
his  tFender Telecaster, the au-
dience was able to get a taste  of 
the iconic band he was once a 
part of.

Youth in a Roman Field 
closed the event. The string 
quartet is headed up by Claire 
Wellin, who performed in the 
Broadway musical “Once,” 
which was the winner of 8 2012 
Tony Awards.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Warren Malone and E.W. Harris performed along with 22 other musi-
cians at the Big City Music Festival at LIC Bar in Long Island City. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Big City musicians showcase talent at LIC venue
Long Island City beer joint hosts free weekend-long music festival with 24 songwriters

visit us at our

GRAND OPENING
Chick-fil-A Queens Center Mall opens Sept. 1, 2016.

Visit facebook.com/chickfilaqueenscentermall for updates. 
Hiring locally at jobs.nyccfa.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

With the start of the next 
state legislative session begin-
ning in January, three Queens 
lawmakers renewed their call 
last week to pass the DREAM 
Act in New York. 

Originally introduced in 
2011, the DREAM Act, if passed, 
would allow undocumented 
immigrants who graduate 
from high school anywhere 
in the state to qualify for the 
New York State Tuition Assis-
tance Program. The DREAM 
Act would bridge the gap for 
thousands of undocumented 
students who cannot afford to 
attend college, according to 
state Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights), 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing). 
The bill has passed in the As-
sembly numerous times, but 
has not made it through the 
Republican-controlled Senate.

“I have been fighting for 
years to pass the DREAM 
Act, a bill I introduced several 
times in the state Senate. It 
has been and it continues to be 
an uphill battle, but providing 
hope and opportunity for thou-
sands of our DREAMers is my 
top priority,” Peralta said. 
“Because of the current anti-
immigrant rhetoric, it is vi-
tal that we work together and 

right a wrong that is not only 
the right thing to do morally, 
but also economically.”

Peralta has said implemen-
tation of the DREAM Act would 
cost $27 million, amounting to 
an average of a few cents annu-
ally for an average New York 
taxpayer. He has called it an 
economic investment in the 
future, as college graduates 
make more money and pay 
more taxes than people who do 

not receive a higher-education 
degree.

“Let’s remember that a 
college graduate will pay an 
average of $60,000 more in ad-
ditional state taxes over the 
course of his or her working 
lifetime than New Yorkers 
without a college degree. It is 
time to put a stop to this fear-
mongering propaganda and 
help our hardworking college 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center celebrated its designa-
tion  as a Level 1 Trauma Cen-
ter by the American College of 
Surgeons, and a police officer 
injured in a hatchet attack, 
who was treated at the hospi-
tal, was on hand to celebrate 
the new designation.

“I’m here because of Jamai-
ca Hospital,” Officer Kenneth 
Healey said during a news con-
ference held in the hospital at 
8900 Van Wyck Expressway in 
Jamaica. Healey was struck in 
the head by a man wielding a 
hatchet along Jamaica Avenue 
in October 2014. After receiv-
ing care at Jamaica Hospital, 
he recovered and is now back 
at work with the NYPD.

Geoffrey Doughlin, the 

medical director of trauma 
for the hospital, said the hos-
pital had been designated as a 

Level 1 center by the city and 
state in the past. But the ACS 

BY BILL PARRY
 
In the aftermath of a 

Staten Island schoolboy’s sui-
cide, City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
is calling upon state Conser-
vative Party Chairman Mi-
chael Long to resign his posi-
tion at the Brooklyn school 
the child attended. Daniel 
Joseph Fitzpatrick, 13, was a 
student at Holy Angels Catho-
lic Academy where Long is 
the chairman of the board.

“Michael Long has been 
negligent in his duty to pro-
tect Daniel from bullying 
and, in fact, holds some re-
sponsibility for his death 
because of his longstanding, 
staunch opposition to anti-
bullying education,” Dromm 
said. “Mr. Long should not 
serve on any school board 
because of the hatred and 
malice he has shown toward 
many groups of people in 
our society, but especially 
against lesbian, gay bisexual 
and transgender people.”

Long, who grew up in 
Richmond Hill before mov-
ing to Brooklyn where he 
raised nine children with 
his wife, was a city council-
man himself from 1981-1983. 
He called Dromm’s remarks 
irresponsible and a low shot 
over a young man’s demise.

“He knows my track re-
cord and he knows my poli-
tics, and I know his politics 
and that’s why this is just so 
hollow,” Long said. “We prob-
ably disagree on everything 
possible in the world. What 
he did was make a cheap po-
litical statement which in-
volved a young man’s death 
for a cheap political headline. 
Shame on him.”

Dromm is the chairman 
of the City Council’s Commit-

tee on Education and worked 
for 25 years as a public school 
teacher before being elected 
in 2010. Long was an oppo-
nent of the Dignity for All 
Students Act, which passed 
in Albany in 2010, with his 
opposition centered around 
the inclusion of LGBT stu-
dents as a protected class.

Dromm points to a 2009 
article published in the 
Guardian in which Long, 
who opposed the creation of 
the Harvey Milk School for 
LGBT students, was quoted 
as saying, “Is there a differ-
ent way to teach homosexu-
als? Is their gay math? This is 
wrong. What next? Maybe we 
should have schools for chub-
by kids who get picked on.” 

Dromm was shocked 
to learn that Long was the 
chairman of the Holy Angels 
board.

“He does not make the 
connection between his style 
of bullying and how it affects 
young people,” he said. “I sus-
pect that Daniel’s pleas were 
not taken seriously because 
Mr. Long doesn’t take bully-
ing seriously.”

Dromm said he empa-
thized with Daniel’s pleas for 
help because he also attended 
a Catholic school and suf-
fered from bullying similar 
to what Daniel experienced.

“I remember how horrible 
it was back in the 1970s and 
it is distressing to learn that 
this is still going on 40 years 
later,” Dromm said. “When 
I read Daniel’s suicide note, 
it rang true to me that his 
complaints weren’t taken se-
riously.”

Long said the principal, 
faculty and staff at Holy An-
gels Catholic Academy tried 
to do everything they could 

Officer Kenneth Healey (c) and Geoffrey Doughlin, the medical direc-
tor of trauma at Jamaica Hospital, celebrate the hospital's designation 
as a Level 1 Trauma Center by the American College of Surgeons. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

City Councilman Daniel Dromm criticizes a Conservative leader for 
opposing anti-bullying legislation.

Assemblyman Francisco Moya joins state Sens. Peralta and Stavisky to 
push for passage of the DREAM Act. Photo by Michael Shain

Dromm attacks Long
over schoolboy suicide

Hospital’s trauma care lauded

Push for DREAM Act
Stavisky, Peralta and Moya renew call for bills passage

Continued on Page 60
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Continued on Page 45
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

New York State Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli has an-
nounced that an audit of the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority disclosed that the 
MTA failed to collect more 
than $13 million in fines and 
fees between Jan.1, 2013 and 
June 6,2015.

Napoli said roughly half 
the violation fines were not 
collected.

“New York City Transit 
can and should do more to 
collect fines from those who 
violate the rules’,” DiNapoli 
said. “With trains bursting at 
the seams and delays on the 
rise Transit needs every dol-
lar it can get to improve the 
subway ride for straphang-
ers,” the comptroller’s office 
said.

The MTA disputed some 
findings and accepted others. 

The transit agency said it had 
made numerous efforts to col-
lect unpaid fines and that a 
newly adopted IT application 
should improve collections. 
The MTA also said it would 
explore the use of new soft-
ware that may help identify 
respondents with multiple vi-
olations to make collections 
more efficient.

The Transit Adjudication 
Bureau Is a tribunal that 
processes and adjudicates 
summonses for violations of 
NYC Transit rules, including 
fare evasion ($100) graffiti or  
scratchiti ($75) and littering 
($50).  The bureau contracts 
out most of the collection 
work to a vendor who has 
about 40 employees.

The comptroller’s office 
said it found that in a sample 
of Transit Bureau records 
40 percent of addresses were 
wrong.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Howard Beach commu-
nity showed up in large num-
bers Tuesday for a walk in 
support of slain jogger Karina 
Vetrano.

Community members met 
on 165th Avenue and 84th 
Street and followed parts of 
the jogging path where Vetra-
no usually ran and where she 
was murdered.  The walk, led 
by Vetrano’s family, ended at 
St. Helen’s church a few blocks 
away. Hundreds of people 
turned out and released white 
balloons in her honor. 

The memorial comes two 
weeks after Vetrano was 
found dead Aug. 2 after going 
for a jog alone. Her body was 
discovered in the marshland 
area near the vicinity of 161st 
Avenue and 78th Street when 
officers responded to reports 

she had not returned home. 
Police confirmed she was sex-
ually assaulted and strangled 
to death. Police have still not 
been able to find her killer 

The murder has shaken up 
the tight-knit Howard Beach 

community and Vetrano’s 
parents have been incredibly 
vocal about finding who killed 
their daughter. A gofundme 
 page has been set up by her 
father and friends  to reward 
anyone providing information 
on the killer. It has currently 
raised over $250,000. 

Alaina Rivera, came to 
the walk with her daughters 
holding a handful of white bal-
loons. 

“We came out to support be-
cause we have daughters, too, 
and neighbors come together 
in times like this to keep the 
community a little tighter, 
“she said. “It’s unfortunate 
that this is what we have to 
come out for,.  It’sia sad reality. 
Every one’s on edge, no one’s 
happy I just think they want 
closure, they want to find out 
who and why most of all.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
An East New York man was 

arraigned Tuesday in the mur-
ders of an Ozone Park imam 
and his associate in broad 
daylight  while Muslim com-
munity members expressed 
fear and frustration about the 
safety of their families during 
a funeral ceremony Monday 
afternoon, blocks from where 
the killings occurred.

Oscar Morel, 35, was 
charged with murder and 
criminal possession of a weap-
on in the Saturday slayings 
of Maulana Akonjee, 55, the 
imam at the Al-Furqan Jame 
Masjid mosque  and his as-
sociate, Thata Uddin, 54, the 
Queens district attorney said. 
The mosque is located at 76-18 
Glenmore Ave. in Ozone Park,

  Still wearing his New 
School janitor’s uniform, Mo-
rel appeared in Queens Crim-
inal Court Tuesday where 
he faced an additional first-
degree murder charge during 
his arraignment as his family 
wept in the courtroom.

Murder one is a premeditat-
ed act.  Morel was held without 

bail and faces in life in prison 
if found guilty.

 Queens DA Richard Brown 
said the motive behind the 
murders was unclear but his 
office was still investigating 

the possibility of a hate crime.
Shortly after prayers, 

Morel, who is Hispanic, al-
legedly approached the two 
victims wearing traditional 
Muslim clothing from be-

hind at the corner of Liberty 
Avenue and 79th Street and 
opened fire, shooting both 
men in the head, police said. 
The two Bangladeshi victims 
who lived in Ozone Park  were 

taken to Jamaica Hospital and 
pronounced dead,  according 
to police.

NYPD Chief of Detectives 
Robert Boyce detailed the pro-
gression of the investigation at 
a news conference Monday eve-
ning after Morel was brought 
in for questioning. Boyce said 
officers found a video of the 
murder scene that included a 
black GMC Trailblazer leav-
ing quickly, while three miles 
away in Brooklyn, at the cor-
ner of Pine and Pitkin, there 
was a hit-and-run car accident 
shortly after the shootings. 
They canvassed the area and 
found a similar car. 

After watching the car 
for several hours, officers 
approached Morel when he 
tried to enter the vehicle, ac-
cording to Boyce. Morel alleg-
edly rammed the officers’ car 
several times in a getaway at-
tempt, but was placed under 
arrest, police said. During a 
search of Morel’s apartment, 
officers found a .38 caliber 
Taurus revolver, police said. .

Funeral services were held 
for both the imam and his as-

Supporters gathered with white 
balloons in Howard Beach in mem-
ory of Karina Vetrano.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

Many marchers carried copies of the police drawing of the suspected gunman during a rally held at the 
site of the shooting after the funeral for the two murdered men. More coverage on Pages 12, 22. 

Muslims stunned by double homicide
East New York man charged with murder one in slaying of Ozone Park imam, assistant

Howard Beach stages walk 
on path for jogger Karina

MTA failed to collect 
$13M, audit reports 

Continued on Page 45
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FLIP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
State Sen. James Sanders (D-Roch-

dale Village) is facing a challenge in 
the Democratic primary race to rep-
resent a large part of southeastern 
Queens stretching from Richmond 
Hill to parts of Far Rockaway. His op-
ponent is Adrienne Adams, the chair-
woman of Community Board 12, which 
includes downtown Jamaica.

Sanders was originally a city 
councilman for parts of southeastern 
Queens, including Rosedale and Far 
Rockaway. He served on that body for 
12 years before being elected to the 
state Senate in 2012, when he defeated 
Shirley Huntley, who had been convict-
ed of corruption.  He graduated from 
Far Rockaway High School and served 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, according to 
Sanders’ site.

 He framed the race 
as an opportunity to 
make more significant 
changes in Albany.

 “The reforms we 
started are not finished,” he said. “Now 
the Democratic Party is at the edge of 
taking power in Albany. Now he bills 
that we fought for can take place.”

Adams became chairwoman of 
Community Board 12 in 2012 and head-
ed the board’s Education Committee 
for four years before that. She gradu-
ated from Spelman College in Atlanta 
and has also worked in the fields of 
educational and executive training, 
marketing and business management, 
consulting with several Fortune 500 
companies, according to her campaign 
site.

Adams has been endorsed  by the 
Queens County Democratic Commit-
tee, Borough President Melinda Katz, 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
and Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), among others. A 
spokesman for Adams’ campaign noted 
that she was the only person endorsed 

by the Democratic machine who was 
challenging an incumbent.

Michael Reich, the Queens Dems’ 
executive secretary, said Adams was 
a “far superior candidate” and pointed 
out that Sanders had never tried to 
make contact with  the Queens Demo-
cratic Party or ask for their endorse-
ment.

“He chose not to have anything to 
do with us,” he said.

Adams said the endorsements were 
a strong indication of the strength of 
her campaign in a statement to the 
TimesLedger. 

“Albany has failed our seniors, our 
schools and our community. That is 
why I am running for state Senate. I’ll 
fight for more money for our schools 
and our seniors, and I will work to 
make our streets safe while helping 

to bring real jobs to 
our community. Our 
community deserves 
better,” she said. “We 
need a senator we can 
trust to deliver the 

jobs, housing and schools our families 
so desperately need.”

Sanders noted that many of Adams’ 
endorsements came from elected offi-
cials outside of the district, and said the 
potential for significant progress in Al-
bany was a reason for his re-election.

In December, Sanders filed pa-
perwork to run in a primary against 
Meeks, who has been in the House 
since 1998, though he eventually opted 
against pursuing a challenge against  
the congressman. 

Sanders said he was confident he 
would be victorious in the primary 
fight and said the results would send 
a message about the will of southeast 
Queens residents.

“Southeast Queens does not like 
people imposing things on it,” he said. 
“This election will show that.”

The Democratic primary will be 
held Sept. 13.

Community Board Chair Adrienne Adams is facing off in a Democratic primary challenge 
against incumbent state Sen. James Sanders.

Sanders faces Adams 
in Sept. 13 primary
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Kupferberg Holocaust 
Center at 222-05 56th Ave. in 
Bayside is showcasing a new 
exhibit which illustrates the 
struggle of women in the face 
of mass violence and genocide 
through video and photogra-
phy. 

“Women at the Frontline of 
Mass Violence and Genocide,” 
in partnership with global 
human rights organization 
Yahad-In Unam, made its U.S. 
premier Monday and will run 
through Sept. 15.

The exhibition gives vi-
sual evidence from over a 
decade of Yahad-In Unam’s 
 investigations and interviews 
with women who have expe-
rienced tragedy from Jewish 
Holocaust of Eastern Europe 
carried out by the Nazis, the 
extermination of Roma by the 
Third Reich, the indigenous 
women under attack during 
the Guatemalan conflict of 
the ‘80s and the stories of Yaz-
idi women who escaped the 
violence of the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria. 

Yahad-In Unum, founded 

in 2004 by Father Patrick Des-
bois, is a French organization 
dedicated to identifying and 
documenting World War II 
killing sites against Jews and 
Gypsies throughout Eastern 
Europe and studying genocid-
al practices,

It features 19 photographs 
and video testimonies of fe-
male victims between World 
War II and today.

“Women at the Frontline of 
Mass Violence and Genocide” 
shows a side of mass violence 
rarely told solely from the per-
spective of its female victims. 

“We are pleased to host this 
show, which complements our 
center’s focus on the impor-
tance of gender in understand-
ing global genocide from the 
20th century on,” said Dr. Dan 
Leshem, director of the Kup-
ferberg Holocaust Center.

A special panel discus-
sion will be held \Aug. 28 at 
the Kupferberg Center at 1 
p.m. with founder and Execu-
tive Director of Remember 
the Women Institute Rochelle 
Saidel, Associate Professor of 
Sociology Amy Traver, and 
the Director of Research Cen-

ter of Yahad-In Unam Patrice 
Bensimon.

“From our investigations 
into the victims of genocide 
and mass violence, Yahad has 

seen that women have suffered 
in a specific way: as victims of 
sexual violence, forced abor-
tion, sterilization, or sexual 
slaves,” explained Bensimon. 

“Our mission with this collec-
tion is to give a voice to these 
women, and in doing so, to give 
them back the dignity that was 

The Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center is hosting the "Women at the Frontline of Mass Violence Worldwide" 
photo and video exhibition from Aug. 15 to Sept. 15, which features imagery from World War II to the present 
day. Courtesy of QCC

Exhibit explores violence against women

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Continued on Page 60
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The petition feud between state Sen. 

Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) and her 
Democratic primary opponent, S.J. 
Jung, moved to State Supreme Court 
as Jung brought his attempt to knock 

Stavisky off the ballot to trial. 
Both camps announced victories 

from the trial in press releases, with 
Stavisky making it known that the Su-
preme Court had rejected Jung’s chal-
lenge to her petition signatures, and 
Jung announcing he had succeeded in 
proving more of Stavisky’s signatures 
invalid. Ultimately, the court ruled 
that not enough signatures had been 
shaved away to disqualify Stavisky 
from running for re-election.

The official ruling from Justice 
Timothy Dufficy is not yet publicly 
available], city lawyers said. Both can-
didates sent out press releases contain-
ing their own interpretations of the 
decision. 

 The Stavisky camp said Dufficy up-
held the decision of a city Board of Elec-
tions hearing Aug. 1 which determined 
that even after challenges reduced her 
signatures to  1,296, she still met the 
minimum of 1,000. At the hearing, the 
board knocked off a 2,223 of  Stavisky’s 
3,519 signatures, according to the BOE 
clerk’s report. The Supreme Court tri-
al disqualified about an additional 160 

Court upholds BOE ruling: 
Stavisky to remain on ballot 

E*bill is a safe and secure way to receive your bill 
via email. And once you receive it, you can pay 
it any way you like: electronically, in person or 
through the mail. How’s that for convenient? Visit 
conEd.com/MyAccount to register.
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State Sen. Toby Stavisky survives a petition 
challenge in court. 
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BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth) has spoken with city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
twice since the city revealed 
its proposal to turn the Holi-
day Inn Express in Maspeth 
into a temporary shelter for 
homeless couples earlier 
this month. Stringer assured 
Markey that he would listen 
closely to the community’s 
concerns, particularly about 
any move for speeded-up ap-
proval of the siting of the 
shelter by the de Blasio ad-
ministration before a thor-
ough community review, ac-
cording to Markey’s chief of 
staff Michael Armstrong.

Stinger was “sympathet-
ic” to the concerns and cause 
of Maspeth residents. Markey 
asked the comptroller to deny 
the shelter plan, but Stringer 
is unable to do anything until 
he receives a contract, Arm-
strong said. “I have already 
spoken to Comptroller Scott 
Stringer and alerted him to 
our determination to oppose 
this shelter contract and I 
know he is listening to us.” 
Markey said in  statement re-
leased Monday. “Also, we will 
absolutely oppose an end-run 
around the community and 
the Comptroller if the mayor 
seeks to speed up the plan in 
the face of our opposition by 
seeking an emergency decla-
ration for the contract.”

Markey was booed for not 
attending the community 
meeting Aug. 11 at Martin 
Luther High School, and 
Democratic primary chal-
lenger Brian Barnwell told 
the crowd, “We deserve a rep-
resentative who will show up 
and fight for the community.” 

The assemblywoman was 
on her way to the meeting 
when a family emergency 

caused her to change plans, 
according Armstrong, who 
said each elected official is 
pursuing the fight against the 
city’s plan on different front.

Markey is working to ar-
range a face-to-face meeting 
between herself, Stringer, 
City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) and state Sen. Joe Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach), he 
said, adding that Markey has 
been opposed to the city’s 
plan from the start. 

“This proposal is a mis-
take,” Markey said Monday. 
“Even though City Hall seems 
intent to go ahead with this 
plan despite our opposition, 
the mayor and his Admin-
istration should know that 
Maspeth and its elected offi-
cials and community leaders 
will fight this plan every way 
we can, at the agency level, at 
City Hall, at the comptroller’s 
office and in the courts if nec-
essary.”

Markey also co-signed a 
letter to Stringer with Crow-
ley, Addabbo and U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng last Friday call-
ing the current plan ill-con-
ceived, inadequate, and not 
in the best interest of New 
Yorkers in need and that the 
proposal does not comport 
with current law or stated 
policy positions of the may-
or. The Holiday Inn Express 
is located at 59-40 55th Rd. 
within the boundaries of an 
Industrial Business Zone.

“No residential uses are 
currently permitted in IBZs, 
except by rezoning,” they 
lawmakers wrote. “The ad-
ministration and the Coun-
cil have agreed to further 
strengthen that prohibition 
to curb speculation. Going 
forward, no private applica-
tions for residential uses in 
IBZs will be supported by the 
Council or administration.”

A homeless shelter is not 
industrial, nor is it a busi-
ness. By definition, it is resi-
dential and should be treat-
ed as such, they wrote.

“As the mayor has fre-
quently said, placing home-
less individuals into a hotel 
is a bad solution to the prob-
lem of homelessness and his 
administration was seeking 
to avoid this type of facility,” 
Markey said. “So why would 
this new proposal surface 
now in Maspeth? It is a mis-
take and all of us in Maspeth 
stand firmly against it.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new proposed homeless 
shelter in Maspeth has out-
raged residents and led to on-
going protests. 

Hundreds of Maspeth resi-
dents and several lawmakers 
expressed their opposition to 
a 110-family homeless shel-
ter during a raucous town 
hall meeting held Aug. 11. 
The meeting was coordinated 
by the civil group, COMET: 
Communities of Maspeth and 
Elmhurst Together, which are 
against the shelter. 

The city has plans to turn 
the Holiday Inn Express, locat-
ed at 59-40 55th Rd., into a shel-
ter. Plans for a potential Oct. 
1 opening of the shelter were 
proposed earlier this month 
when the Mayor’s Office met 
with CB 5 and elected officials 
at the Maspeth Public Library. 
The Department of Homeless 
Services met with members 
of the Maspeth community to 
listen to community concerns 
about the proposed shelter.

 COMET President Roe 
Daraio has organized a week-
long protest after a number of 
people marched to the Holiday 
Inn when the town hall ended. 
Dozens of Maspeth residents 
continue to hold signs and pro-
test in front of the Holiday Inn 

Express. On the association’s 
website Daraio wrote “This 
is our community and we all 
need to stick together! I know 
the weather has been brutal, 
but please try to come out and 
support your neighbors. This 
will be ongoing for the entire 
week.”

DHS has tried to explain its 
mission to Maspeth residents.

“New York City is legally 
obligated to provide shelter to 
any New Yorker who would 
otherwise be turned out onto 
the streets,” DHS said in a 
statement. “We have met with 
community leaders and par-
ticipated in an open communi-
ty forum to continue to build a 
constructive dialogue around 
this issue.  Homelessness is 
a citywide challenge that re-
quires a citywide response.”

There are currently about 
250 people in shelters who 
listed their most recent ad-
dress as Community District 5 
in Queens, according to DHS. 
The shelter would house 220 
people, whose last address was 
within the confines of Com-
munity Board 5, which covers 
Maspeth, Glendale, Ridgewood 
and Middle Village.

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) joined the hundreds 
who attended the meeting at 

Martin Luther School at 60-
02 Maspeth Ave. and said one 
of the main issues residents 
have with the new homeless 
shelter is the fact that there 
are already three within the 
Maspeth area. 

“As the administration is 
already well aware, there are 
three shelters literally within 
walking distance of the Holi-
day Inn site greatly impacting 
Maspeth,” she said. “One of 
these shelters, the Pan Ameri-
can Hotel, houses more than 
200 families. We were told that 
this would be a safe site, with 
no sex offenders and no one 
negatively impacting the com-
munity. However, not one but 
two sex offenders have made 
a home inside the Pan Am, 
crime has been on the rise 
and schools have longer wait 
lists.”

The shelters referred to are 
the Quality Inn, located at 53-
05 Queens Blvd. in Woodside, 
currently housing 37 fami-
lies; the Pan Am hotel at 79-00 
Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst; and 
Metro Motel at 73-00 Queens 
Blvd. in Woodside. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

MARGARET MARKEY

Protesters gather outside a Maspeth Holiday Inn that might be turned into a homeless shelter.  
Photo by Michael Shain

Homeless plan booed 
Maspeth residents protest in front of proposed site

Markey fi ghts shelter
with Stringer support
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CORONA - Police from the 115th 
Precinct are searching for a man that 
gained entry to a Corona church last 
month by walking through a front 
door and proceeded to pry open a rear 
office inside, according to the NYPD. 
The individual attempted to fill a bag 
with items from the office at the Mount 
Horeb Church, located at 109-20 34th 
Ave., but fled with nothing when he 

heard a church worker, police say.
The suspect is described as a light-

skinned Hispanic in his 30s. He was 
last seen wearing a light colored T-
shirt with the letters “LB” on it, and a 
dark colored New Era baseball hat.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hot-
lie at 1-800-577-TIPS.

FLUSHING—Police were search-
ing for two men suspected of robbery 
in Flushing. Last Friday at about 4:15 
a.m. near Main Street and 37th Avenue 
the two suspects approached a 38-year-
old female from behind , knocked her 
down and took her purse, police said. 

The victim had an iPad, $30 and her 
debit cards in the purse, police said. 

The suspects used the victim’s debit 
cards between 6:24 a.m. and 9:35 a.m. to 
make purchases in McDonalds at 30-01 

Stratton Street, a Stop and Shop on 31-
06 Farrington Avenue and H-Mart on 
29-02 Union St., police said. 

The first suspect is described as 
a black male, 20 to 30 years-old,  last 
seen wearing a white tank top and 
black and white sweatpants.

The second suspect is described as 
a black male, 20 to 30 years-old, last 
seen wearing a white tank top and 
dark colored pants. 

SOUTH JAMAICA — A man was 
killed after being struck by a car 
 Tuesday evening, according to the 
NYPD.

Police said William Wine, 29, was 
walking westbound across Merrick 
Boulevard, near the intersection of 
Victoria Road, at about 10:36 p.m. He 
jumped a raised concrete center me-
dian that separated the northbound 
lane from the southbound lane, ac-
cording to police. A 2001 Honda Accord 

was traveling south on Merrick Boule-
vard and struck him. Police and EMS 
workers responded to the scene, and 
the EMS workers found Wine, who is a 
resident of Jamaica, unconscious and 
unresponsive, with severe trauma to 
his head and body.

The 28-year-old driver of the Honda 
Accord remained at the scene, accord-
ing to police. No one was arrested and 
the NYPD’s Collision Investigation 
Squad was investigating the incident.

The NYPD is trying to identify this man in connection with a burglary in the 115th Precinct.   
Courtesy NYPD

Cops say man killed after Jamaica collision 

Flushing robbers nab iPad, cash, cards: NYPD 

Suspect sought in Corona chruch break-in
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event
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15-29 149th Street, Whitestone



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 19–25, 2016 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

718.478.2700
60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 19–25, 201612    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

There are other options to 
“Bayside BID pushes garage,” 
(Mark Hallum, Aug. 12 issue). 

Ask the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority/Long Island 
Rail Road to contribute funding 
toward construction of additional 
parking. Build a multi-story park-
ing structure utilizing air rights 
over the tracks and platforms at 
the Bayside LIRR Station. LIRR 
riders would benefit by being pro-
tected from rain, snow and wind.  
It is possible to both design and 
construct a deck which could pre-

serve natural light for those on 
the LIRR platform level. 

You could also replace the ex-
isting Bayside LIRR ticket office 
and adjacent drop-off area as part 
of any multi-story parking ga-
rage. A replacement ticket office 
could be built as part of the park-
ing garage or over the existing 
overpass, which connects both in-
bound and outbound platforms.

A second option is construc-
tion of a parking garage over the 
LIRR storage yard located sever-
al blocks east of the Bayside LIRR 

Station. Connect the station with 
the garage by building a simple 
covered walkway parallel to the 
LIRR tracks. A portion of the 
funding for constructing either 
option could be obtained under 
the MTA 2015-2019 Five Year Cap-
ital Program, which includes $40 
million allocated for the expan-
sion of LIRR commuter parking.
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The arrest of a suspect in the cold-blooded murder 
of an Ozone Park imam and his assistant near their 
mosque has brought some relief to the Bangladeshi 
community in Queens, but Muslims in the borough 
remain fearful about their safety.

Oscar Morel, a 35-year-old Hispanic man from 
East New York, over the Brooklyn border from Ozone 
Park, was charged with the first-degree murder of 
the beloved Imam Maulana Akonjee, 55, and his asso-
ciate, Thara Uddin, 64, as they walked home from an 
afternoon prayer service at the Al-Furqan mosque.

The Queens DA said the motive for the killings 
was still unclear but his office was investigating 
whether the execution-style attack was a hate crime.

At the funeral for the men in Brooklyn,  chants of 
“We want justice” rippled through the crowd.

Ozone Park is an immigrant enclave dominated 
by Hispanics and Muslims, where tensions usually 
are kept in check. Richmond Hill HS has a large 
number of students from each camp who rarely cross 
ethnic lines to socialize. There is prejudice on both 
sides about the other group’s ethnicity and religion.

But the gunning down of the two Bangladeshi 
men  in the street goes far beyond the occasional bias 
remark or casual insult, fanning the fears of Queens 
Muslims who have been targeted in recent attacks. 
These incidents have occurred against the drum 
beat led by presidential candidate Donald Trump 
—a Queens native, the son of an immigrant and the 
husband of an immigrant—that Muslims should be 
barred from the country or extensively vetted.

 In December a Muslim grocery clerk in Astoria 
was beaten by a Florida man threatening to kill Mus-
lims. Residents of many faiths rallied behind him.  In 
April two men high on drugs yelling anti-Islamic slurs 
injured 10 people at the Jamaica Muslim Center.

In June a 14-year-old boy was arrested in the bru-
tal assault of a Muslim man outside a Queens Village 
mosque.  

After the imam and his associate were shot Satur-
day, Mayor Bill de Blasio did not call their families but 
sent a City Hall emissary to the mosque. Other high-
ranking public officials went to the community.

He should be a stronger ally for city Muslims.
“For all those here who want justice, we want jus-

tice, too, and we will get it,” de Blasio said when he 
appeared at the funeral Monday and promised great-
er police presence in Muslim neighborhoods.

 That’s fine, but when an Islamic religious leader 
is cut down as anti-Muslim political rhetoric grips  
the country, it’s the mayor’s job to stand up imme-
diately for that community. After all, a murder one 
charge is usually reserved for police killers.

CALLING FOR JUSTICE

Let MTA pay for Bayside garage
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MOUTH WATERING 
COMPLETE DINNER 

SPECIALS
 
 

SERVED 12NOON-10PM 7 DAYS A WEEKMONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-4PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM-10PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-11AM

GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST SPECIALS
1 1/4 lb. Maine Lobster

Corn on the cob, baked potato, choice of soup or 
salad (Manhattan or New England Clam Chowder)

Our Maine Lobster Fest Continues...

$22.95 $21.95

Imagine asking Astoria 
drivers to detour to Staten Is-
land on their way to pick up 
a relative at JFK Airport. Or 
requiring pedestrians to walk 
to Rikers Island on their way 
to Astoria Park. It would be ab-
surd, and you’d get laughed out 
of the room! But that’s basical-
ly what Queens Community 
Board 1 wants the Department 
of Transportation to say to fu-
ture cyclists of the proposed 
31st Avenue bike lane, which 
would connect the East River 
and Flushing Bay. 

When the full board finally 
found time to vote on the pro-
posal in May (its Transporta-
tion Committee approved it 
in March), it claimed double 
parking and speeding on 31st 
Avenue between 55th and 60th 
streets make that stretch too 
dangerous for a bike lane. Ig-
noring advice from local cy-
clists and DOT, CB 1 voted to 
unilaterally redesign the pro-
posal, adding a detour to 32nd 
Avenue for those five blocks. 

Instead of targeting the cul-
prits behind the unsafe condi-
tions they bemoaned—illegal-
ly double parked and speeding 
drivers—the board chose to 
make the proposal more un-
safe for cyclists by making it 
less efficient and diluting traf-
fic onto two routes. 

Time and time again, we see 
local leaders in Queens talk-
ing out of both sides of their 
mouth when it comes to sup-
porting bike lanes, whether by 
calling for ever more delays of 
long-discussed, common-sense 
plans (like Borough President 
Melinda Katz on the Queens 
Boulevard bike lanes) or inter-
fering and redesigning plans 
to make them worse (like CB 
1 just did with the 31st Avenue 
bike route). 

Cycling is on the rise in 
New York and in Queens, as 
it is a cheap, convenient, eco-
friendly and healthy form of 
transportation. According 
to DOT, between 2010 and 
2014 Queens saw a 68 percent 

increase in those daily com-
muting to work by bike. But 
the number of cyclists in the 
borough lags dramatically be-
hind the rest of the city. This 
is partly explained by Queens’ 
dearth of bike infrastructure, 
protected lanes and otherwise. 
Open DOT’s 2016 NYC Bike 
Map and compare the vast, 
intricate bike-lane networks 
in Manhattan and northwest 
Brooklyn to the veritable des-
ert in Queens. When nearly 1.5 
million people in Queens (two-
thirds of the borough’s popu-
lation) live outside of walking 
distance to a subway station, 
the lack of bicycle infrastruc-
ture is not just an embarrass-
ment—it is a downright injus-
tice. 

If CB 1’s concerns for cy-
clists’ safety are genuine and 
not simply political posturing, 
I invite it to join me in calling 
for a world-class, comprehen-
sive network of protected bike 
lanes in Queens. We could 
begin by removing a lane of 

parking on the so-called dan-
gerous stretch of 31st Avenue 
CB 1 identified between 55th 
and 60th streets: Instead of 
dangerously detouring bicycle 
traffic, let’s build a protected 
bike lane there instead.

In the meantime, I urge 
DOT to ignore CB 1’s detour 
and implement the 31st Avenue 
bike route as designed. I also 
call on DOT to end its practice 
of asking community boards 
to vote on simple infrastruc-
ture projects. The 31st Avenue 
proposal is simply paint on 
the road—it eliminates zero 
traffic lanes and zero park-
ing spots. Projects like this 
shouldn’t need permission 
from community boards, 
which are often dominated by 
car-owning, parking-centric 
members. DOT should remem-
ber that community boards 
are advisory and shouldn’t 
give them veto power over ba-
sic infrastructure. 

Queens is in desperate need 
of safe, equitable, efficient cy-

cling infrastructure. While 
the agency should always co-
ordinate with the community 
when planning, designing and 
building bike lanes, it should 
realize that an unelected, un-
democratic, unrepresentative 
group of 50 appointees does 
not constitute the entirety of 
the word “community.”

Macartney Morris is a 
resident of Astoria who cycles 
every day to work in Manhat-

tan. He is also a member of the 
Transportation Alternatives 

Queens Activist Committee. His 
Twitter handle is @macartney.

READERS WRITE

Putting up a roadblock to bicycle safety

Weigh in on the issues 
that matter to Queens 

by writing a letter to the 
editor. Send your opinions

 or comments to
 timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com
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I
n July, I asked NYPD Com-
missioner Bill Bratton a 
very benign question at a 
“Newsmakers Breakfast” 

my company produced: “Do 
you think you’ll stick around 
for a second term after 2017?”

“Absolutely not,” was Brat-
ton’s surprisingly candid re-
sponse. 

Instantly, two reporters 
scurried out of the room to re-
port this breaking news. I sat 
there on the podium, feeling 
a mix of apprehension about 
the city’s future without one 
of best police commissioners 
in our history and a journal-
istic concern that some other 
news outlet was going to break 
this story before my company 
could.

The next day, the daily 

newspapers had long stories 
about Bratton’s surprising an-
nouncement. The secret was 
out and political observers 
began speculating about his 
successor while others began 
contemplating Mayor de Bla-
sio’s prospects for re-election 
without his well-respected po-
lice commissioner.

This turn of events got me 
wondering about the state of 
policing in our country. It has 
probably never been a more 
perilous time to be a cop in 
America, with all-too-frequent 
assassinations happening as 
cities become engulfed in pro-
tests over police misconduct.

There is no doubt that the 
tougher crime legislation 
passed two decades ago in Bill 
Clinton’s administration as 
well as the ascendancy of the 
“Broken Windows” theory of 
policing have made our police 
more aggressive, enforcing 
petty crimes like drug deal-
ing, fare-beating and public 
urination.

At the same time, a few 
very disparate trends emerged 

that affected society profound-
ly—guns became more plenti-
ful and the mentally ill home-
less began to fall through the 
cracks and were left to fend for 
themselves.

Police became much more 
concerned about preventing 
crime, aggressively  stopping 
those suspected of carrying 
weapons and engaging in the 
controversial “stop, question, 
and frisk” method of policing.

In large cities like New 
York, crime rates dropped 
steadily over two decades. To-
day, our city is the safest large 
city in America. Bill Bratton 
and his erstwhile competitor 
and predecessor, Ray Kelly, 
started this impressive decline 
in crime in the early 1990s and 
now a quarter century later, 
New Yorkers are the beneficia-
ries of a very impressive run 
of police commissioners.

After a huge spike in con-
troversial “stop and frisks” 
in the last term of Bloomberg-
Kelly, we now see crime rates 
holding steady while the use of 
“stops” has also dropped dra-

matically the past few years.
With Bratton’s exit in Sep-

tember, it is the end of an era. 
What lies ahead? 

NYPD officers seem to 
be going through a period of 
lower morale because they 
think that the current mayor 
is not their ally and that he 
favors those who criticize po-
lice more than he stands up 
for them. There is some valid-
ity to this in the wake of two 
mayors—Rudy Giuliani and 
Michael Bloomberg—who 
always backed their commis-
sioners and the force despite 
the heat they sometimes re-
ceived. De Blasio has always 
been lukewarm in his support 
of cops and allowed his very 
strong ally Bratton to act as 
a buffer between the him and 
the NYPD. 

Compounding this feeling 
is the ongoing heated contract 
negotiations that still have not 
been resolved. Mayor de Bla-
sio has settled with almost ev-
ery other union in the city, but 
the police believe the mayor 
has not offered them anything 

near what is fair. Last week’s 
revelation that many mem-
bers of the mayor’s adminis-
tration got generous raises 
only rubbed more salt in the 
wounds of New York’s Finest.

What to do? Well, the may-
or should try to figure out a 
way to make a grand gesture 
which shows how much he ap-
preciates the men in blue and 
their good work in keeping our 
city safe (while other large cit-
ies like Chicago descend into 
violent chaos). If he can’t do it 
through a more generous con-
tract, then maybe he could of-
fer merit bonuses. Or bonuses 
for police who live in the com-
munities they serve.

Yes, there have been a num-
ber of disturbing events of 
police misconduct around the 
country that have been caught 
on tape and we must make 
sure these officers are proper-
ly disciplined. But we must not 
lose sight of the fact that every 
day, New York’s police keep all 
of us safe and they continue 
to do so by breaking previous 
crime lows.

K
ids will start leaving 
for college during the 
next few weeks, and it’s 
nice—or maybe just 

weird—to know that at least 
one university is offering a 
new class this fall in “adult-
ing.”

The program at East Caro-
lina University will attempt to 
teach incoming students how 
to be successful adults. Sadly, 
this does not involve tips on 
how to pick stocks or useful 
friends. It is a class on how to 
roll with the punches.

Noting an increase of 1,800 
counseling appointments 
over just two school years—
which required the hiring 
of two new counselors—the 
university wondered if there 
was some way to make its stu-

dents more resilient. The vice 
chancellor for student affairs, 
Virginia Hardy, conducted a 
study and came to realize the 
root of the problem: “Students 
don’t have an opportunity as 
much these days to manage 
failure, they don’t experience 
it in certain ways as much, so 
they don’t know how to man-

age it when it happens,” she 
told The Daily Reflector of 
Greenville, where the univer-
sity is based.

Now, it is anybody’s guess 
whether young people really 
can’t handle distress or are 
simply more accustomed than 
earlier generations were with 
turning to mental health profes-
sionals. And there’s something 
to be said for getting help rath-
er than descending into dark-
ness. There’s even something 
to be said for learning how to 
turn off the “You are a loser” 
tape-loop in the brain, which is 
a stated goal of the class. As a 
college student, I wish I could 
have turned off mine.

But as Boston College 
psych professor Peter Gray 
has noted in his work on re-

silience, at least some college 
students seem to be seeking 
help for problems they could 
solve themselves. At his col-
lege, for instance, one student 
sought counseling after seeing 
a mouse in the dorm. Another 
came in after a spat with a 
roommate.

So the dark underbelly 
of being mature enough to 
seek help is being immature 
enough to find everyday ups 
and downs overwhelming. 
Thus the class at East Caro-
lina U. will teach students that 
setbacks are a normal part of 
life, as is frustration. 

In other words: It hopes to 
teach young people—at last—
how to deal. Can’t say I didn’t 
see this coming.

This is exactly the life les-
son we have, in our love and 
worry, failed to give our kids. 
Instead for the past genera-
tion or two we have been al-
ways at their side, overseeing 
them, monitoring them, mak-
ing sure they’re okay… to the 
point where they aren’t. This 
isn’t the fault of neurotic par-
ents, the whole culture is com-

plicit. My kids went to a vari-
ety of New York City public 
middle and high schools and 
all of these had tracking sys-
tems that allowed us to check 
how they did on homework, 
quizzes, and tests—daily! 

That’s a level of scrutiny no 
one expected of my own par-
ents. It assumes that intense 
parental oversight is normal, 
even necessary. How intense? 
In some other cities, parents 
can log on and find out exactly 
which items their kids chose 
from the lunch line.

But worst of all this excess 
involvement is the way that 
adults have taken over play. 
Today’s children grow up with 
their elders ever present to 
organize the game, settle the 
scores and slice the snacks. 
These youngsters don’t get a 
chance to improvise a wacky 
new move because all the 
games count. They don’t get 
a chance to throw the ball a 
little easier to the youngest 
kid because all the kids are 
the same age. They never get 
a chance to problem-solve 
whether the ball was in or out, 

or even choose the teams (talk 
about a people skill!) because 
adults do all that, too. 

Then these well-loved, well-
behaved kids get to college 
and something as common as 
roommate troubles seem seis-
mic because for the first time, 
there’s no adult intermediary. 
Off they go to find one.

So now, even as it offers its 
adulting class, East Carolina 
intends to reach out to elemen-
tary, middle and high schools 
and try to restore some child-
hood resiliency. 

With any luck, this will 
give schools the academic cov-
er they need to simply inter-
vene a little less and trust kids 
a little more. Then maybe the 
parents will, too. 

Childhood was never meant 
to be perfect. It has always had 
its lumps and bumps, physical 
and emotional. These prepare 
kids for adulthood. Human-
hood. Even rooming-with-a–
jerk-at-college-hood.

A little more unsupervised 
time as kids can make unsu-
pervised young adults a lot 
happier. 

COLUMNS

How to continue lowering New York’s crime rate

College kids require course in ‘adulting’ 

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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BY MARK HALLUM

Baysider Michael Mancuso, 16, 
walked away from the U.S. Junior 
National Championship with a Gold 
Medal in taekwondo in July and is of-
ficially No. 1 in the country for Middle 
Lightweight competitors. 

The win in Richmond, Va, will lead 
Mancuso to the US National team fi-
nals where he will have the chance to 
represent the United States in the Ju-
nior World Championship, in which 
only one fighter is chosen for each 
weight class in the entire country.

Mancuso trains about 20 hours per 
week to achieve the advantage he en-
joys over his competitors and has 11 
years of experience in martial arts, 
Master Andrew Oh said. Oh is a 5th-
degree Certified World Taekwondo 
Federation Black Belt and uses his 
Bayside training facility, Champions 
Taekwondo at 213-18 48th Ave., to pass 
on his expertise to the next generation 
of contenders.

Oh said Mancuso is not only learn-
ing from him, but is also getting to 

share in the knowledge of the top tae-
kwondo experts in the nation. Man-
cuso recently returned from a four-day 
training session at the Olympic Train-
ing Center in Colorado Springs. 

The U.S. Junior National Champion 
had around 5,000 competitors with 22 
in Mancuso’s division.

Mancuso is self-assured in his pros-
pects for the Junior World Champion-
ship but has respect for the formidable 
teams representing Korea and Iran.

“We fought it out and I won,” Man-
cuso said of his victory in Virginia.

Mancuso has his sights set on mak-
ing it to the Junior World Champs, but 
his long-term goals are to make it to 
the Olympics in 2020 or 2024. The na-
tional champion hopes one day to have 
pupils of his own.

“I want to be a master, I want to own 
my own taekwondo school. That’s what 
I really want to do. My heart’s in teach-
ing.”

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Bayside martial artist 
wins national champ 
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IF YOUR MORTGAGE RATE IS  
4.00% OR HIGHER, OUR 

Refinance 
Program$499

may help you save on your monthly  
mortgage payment.

Current Mortgage New Valley 
Mortgage

Mortgage Amount:      $400,000       $400,000

Term:  15 15

Sample Interest 
Rate:

4.00% 2.75% 
(APR 2.821%) 

Monthly Payment: $2,958.75 $2,714.49

That’s a Yearly Savings of $2,931.12

Sample Monthly Savings - $244.26!

Vincenzo Palazzolo, 67, of Jackson 
Heights died Sunday.

Palazzolo, born to the late Anna and 
Michael Palazzolo of Sicily, was the el-
der son of four children.

After emigrating from Sicily, he 
worked as a masonry for Local 79.

He is survived by his three chil-
dren: Michael Palazzolo of Rhode 
Island; Anna Romero Palazzolo of 
Jackson Heights; Anthony Illiano of 
Brooklyn; and three grandchildren—
Robert, Javin and Jovanni.

He also leaves his sister Anna, 
formerly of Bayside and now livng 
in Florida, and a brother Nunzio of 
Ronkonkoma, L.I.

A viewing was held Tuesday at 
Farenga Funeral Home at 3808 Dit-
mars Blvd. in Astoria, Funeral servic-
es followed Wednesday at St. Francis of 
Assisi at 21-17 45th St. in Astoria. 

He was buried at Saint Raymond’s 
Cemetery in the Bronx.

Vincent Palazzolo, 67, dies

VINCENT PALAZZOLO

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

Motorists might want to avoid the 
area around the Queens Center mall 
in Elmhurst this weekend as the city 
Department of Transportation makes 
necessary repairs on the Woodhaven 
Boulevard Bridge beginning Friday 
at 11 p.m. The project requires the full 
closure of Queens Boulevard’s main 
roadway between 57th Avenue and 
62nd Drive until 5 a.m. Monday.

While the boulevard will be closed 
in both directions, along with the exit 
ramp from the westbound Long Island 
Expressway, service roads will remain 
open but parking will be restricted. 
Variable message signs will be in place 
and other measures will be taken to 
advise motorists about the repairs and 
road closure, according to the DOT.

“This weekend’s closure allows NYC 
DOT to effectively mobilize resources 
to inspect and then remove elements 
of the façade of the structure that have 
become loose over time, a DOT spokes-
man said. “It is important to note that 
the condition of the actual structure 
behind the façade is not in question. In 
an abundance of caution, and in recog-
nition of DOT’s commitment to public 
safety, this important work has been 
scheduled quickly and also to mini-
mize the traffic impacts particularly 
before the Labor Day weekend and the 
return of typical post-summer traffic 
volumes.”

The DOT has mobilized work crews 
to resurface roadways in several neigh-
borhoods including Jackson Heights, 
Sunnyside and Astoria ahead of what 
the Farmer’s Almanac is predicting as 

a “brutal winter” in the northeast.
“Queens Road Repair and Main-

tenance crews are currently paving 
in the western Queens Community 
Boards, and there has been an increase 
in the amount of paving being done,” 
the spokesman said. “We are looking 
to pave approximately 180 lane miles in 
these boards, which represent a 12 per-
cent increase from the previous Fiscal 
Year. The paving is being done in ad-
vance of winter. The additional paving 
will help improve the state of good re-
pair of our roadways as well as provide 
motorists with smoother streets to ride 
upon in the Queens borough.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Community members and elected 
officials in Queens Village celebrated 
the ground breaking of an $800,000 
reconstruction for Pat Williams Play-
ground. 

The park, located near the corner 
of Hempstead Avenue and 224th Street, 
will benefit from refurbished play-
ground equipment, pavement, safe sur-
faces, fitness equipment, fences and 
swings.

“This project gives us the opportu-
nity to redesign the layout of the park, 
making a more cohesive space that 
maximizes the area for both play and 
fitness,” said NYC Parks’ Queens Bor-
ough Commissioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski, who was on hand for the event 
along with Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) and Community 
Board 13 District Manager Mark Mc-
Millian. 

The equipment for both children 
and adults will be all new, and the new 
pavement will eliminate tripping haz-
ards, according to the Parks Depart-
ment. New tree plantings will create 
shade for playground visitors, and the 
trees will also separate the playground 
area from the Cross Island Parkway, 
which is next to the playground.

The playground is named in honor 
of community activist Pat Williams, a 
well-known figure in Queens Village. 
Miller lauded her legacy during the 
ground breaking.

“This playground is named after 
her because of her great efforts, and 
this reconstruction project will ensure 
her park continues to give back just as 
much as she did,” Miller said.

The City Council supplied $730,000 
of the funding for the reconstruction, 
with the mayor’s office offering an ad-
ditional $80,000. The park is expected 
to reopen in the spring.

Repairs on the Woodhaven Boulevard Bridge 
promise to make travel around the Queens 
Center mall difficult this weekend. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Playground upgrading

Queens Blvd closureHuntington Learning Center 
Partners with the Coalition  

for the Homeless in  
PROJECT: BACK TO SCHOOL

HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER has teamed up with the Coalition for 
the Homeless for its annual drive for homeless students, called Project: 
Back to School. This program collects school supplies and distributes more 
than 3,000 new backpacks filled with pens, pencils, notebooks and other 
items for homeless students in grades kindergarten through 12th grade. 

Established in 1981, the Coalition for the Homeless is the nation’s old-
est advocacy and direct service organization helping homeless men, 
women and children. The Coalition helps more than 3,500 homeless 
New Yorkers each day living in extreme poverty, offering a variety of 
programs that address immediate needs and help men, women and 
families overcome long-term barriers to employment and stability.  

For the month of August, Huntington is collecting school supplies at its 
centers in the Bronx, Brooklyn (Park Slope and Bay Ridge), Queens 
(Flushing), Upper West Side and Staten Island. Community members 
are encouraged to bring new school supplies to any of these drop-off 
locations by August 31. View the Coalition for the Homeless Project: 
Back to School flyer for a detailed wish list of items for pre-kindergarten 
to first grade, elementary school, middle school and high school stu-
dents. In-kind donations for the purchase of school supplies are also 
welcome, or individuals can make direct donations at www.coalition-
forthehomeless.org/donate-back-to-school.   

This is the first year that Huntington and the Coalition have partnered in Proj-
ect: Back to School. Anne Huntington, head of public private partnerships 
at Huntington Learning Center, says that the company always looks for ways 
to give back to its communities and support programs that align with Hun-
tington’s mission to give every student the best education possible. 

“We are very pleased to partner with the Coalition for the Homeless for 
this important program that helps children start the year off right with 
the school supplies they need,” she says. “We invite our Huntington 
families and all New Yorkers to join us in this effort and drop off supplies 
or in-kind donations at one of our participating centers.” 

According to the Coalition for the Homeless, more than 83,000 New 
York school children experienced homelessness at some point in the 
past year. This is the ninth year of Project: Back to School, which helped 
more than 3,000 homeless students get the supplies they needed for 
school success in 2015. Huntington joins Manhattan Mini Storage and 
the United Federation of Teachers as a drive partner. 

ABOUT HUNTINGTON: HUNTINGTON is the tutoring and test prep 
leader.  Its certified tutors provide individualized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, elementary and middle school math, Alge-
bra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It preps for the 
SAT and ACT, as well as state and standardized exams.  Huntington 
programs develop the skills, confidence, and motivation to help stu-
dents succeed and meet the needs of Common Core State Standards.  
Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mission is to give every student the best 
education possible.  Learn how Huntington can help at www.hunting-
tonhelps.com. For franchise opportunities please visit www.huntington-
franchise.com.  

Learn more about Project: Back to School at  

www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/2016-project-back-to-school. 
For more information about the Coalition for the Homeless, visit  

www.coalitionforthehomeless.org.
Learn how Huntington can help at:  

www.huntingtonhelps.com 
or call 1(800) CAN LEARN

For franchise opportunities please visit: 
www.huntingtonfranchise.com
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Affordable health insurance 
for children under 19.

See top-quality providers, close to home.

Checkups, dental care, hospital care, 
and more!

��Fidelis Care is a top-rated plan in the 
2015 New York State Consumer’s Guide 
to Medicaid and Child Health Plus.��

Child Health Plus
with Fidelis Care �����

1-888-FIDELIS • �������	
���

(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, 
including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through 
���������	
����������������������������������������� 
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

��������	
�

How much does Child Health Plus cost?
Coverage may be free or as little as 
$9 each month, based on household 
income. For families at full premium 
��������������������	������	!��	
����
lowest rates available.

How do I enroll my child?
Through NY State of Health 
at nystateofhealth.ny.gov. 
Apply by the 15th of the month 
to have coverage for your child 
on the 1st of the following month.

Fidelis Care is in your community!
"�����#���������%	�&'#����	�����	�
������
	������	!!(���)�	����
nearest to you.
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BY BILL PARRY

While law enforcement of-
ficials still try to figure out 
what caused the evacuation of 
two terminals at JFK Interna-
tional Airport Sunday night, 
a full after-action report on 
the response has been ordered 
by Port Authority Executive 
Director Patrick Foye. Talk-
ing to reporters Wednesday, 
NYPD Commissioner William 
Bratton called the episode a 
“false alarm that we can learn 
from,” and accentuated the 
positives of the embarrassing 
false alarm that might have 
been caused by travelers re-
acting to Usain Bolt’s victory 
in the Olympics, according to 
officials.

“So, (there is) a lot to learn 
from this event the other eve-
ning -- improving the protocols 
where appropriate between 
Port Authority and ourselves,” 
Bratton said. “What worked 
was that we, in a very short 
period of time, had 300 to 400 
police officers with the right 
equipment at that location. 

So if there had been an ac-
tual event or multiple events 
-- which we train for --at mul-
tiple terminals, we would have 
resources there.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio, speak-
ing at the same press event, 
agreed with his top cop.

“I think we learned some 
important lessons from this 
weekend,” he said. “We’re go-
ing to improve our coordina-
tion, make sure that the re-
sources are there to deal with 
an incident like this. There’s 
been plenty of cross-training 
and other efforts before to co-
ordinate but we have to do bet-
ter -- and we have to make sure 
that we inform the public bet-
ter in any situation like this.”

The initial reports of shots 
fired came in Sunday at 9:34 
p.m. and the departure area at 
Terminal 8 was cleared to “be 
cautious.” There was a robust 
response from the NYPD with 
more than 100 officers helping 
the PAPD search the terminal. 
There were no firearms or 
ammunition found and there 
were no injuries or arrests and 

the investigation continues 
into what caused the event, ac-
cording to PAPD spokesman 
Joseph Pentangelo.

At 10:15 p.m. the PAPD 
closed the departure area at 
Terminal 1 after additional 
calls of shots fired that also 
caused the closure of the Van 

Wyck Expressway in the air-
port’s vicinity. The sweep took 
over three hours before opera-
tions resumed.

“They’re trying to deter-
mine the catalyst of what 
caused this to happen,” Pen-
tangelo said. “Was it Usain 
Bolt or the sound of luggage 

falling? It doesn’t appear to be 
a hoax. It was more like people 
starting to run when they saw 
others starting to run.”

Jamaican track star Usain 
Bolt won the 100-meter dash 
just after 9:30 p.m. for a re-
cord third time. NBC News 
reported that “cheering, clap-
ping and banging from people 
watching the Olympic Games 
may have been misinterpreted 
as a fight and gunshots.” 

Foye called the Port Au-
thority Police Department’s 
response timely and tactically 
sound. The mayor was pleased 
with the actions of the NYPD’s 
new Critical Response Com-
mand in addition to the Emer-
gency Services Units that re-
sponded quickly.

“It’s another example where 
the personnel investments 
and the training investments 
paid off in terms of being able 
to very rapidly flood the area 
with a large number of highly 
trained officers,” de Blasio 
said. “Again, I want to see us 
do better going forward? Yes.”

Terminal 8 at JFK is evacuated for what turns out to be an unconfirmed re-
port of gunfire in the airport.   Courtesy of NYPD Special Ops/Twitter

JFK Airport evacuations come under scrutiny
Mayor de Blasio, Commissioner Bratton fi nd positives to certain aspects of false alarm

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 

41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Fri 11am-4pm

Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area

(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area

(631) 760-9791

“LET’S MAKE A DEAL”
FOR THE FAIREST PRICES ON LONG ISLAND

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Young basketball 
enthusiasts will have a 
chance to further devel-
op their skills in Hollis 
this weekend at the ninth 
annual Free Royal Skills 
Basketball Clinic, during 
which time they can be 
coached by retired NBA 
point guard and Oklaho-
ma City Thunder basket-
ball coach Royal Ivey.

The camp will be held 
Friday from 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m., and Saturday from 
noon until 7 p.m. at Hol-
lis Playground and the 
Renaissance School (In-
termediate School 192) 
at 204th Street and Run 
DMC Jam Master Jay 
Way. The camp will in-
clude about 120 boys and 
girls from ages 8 to 13. 

The camp will be 
hosted by Defending 
Your Dream, which 
works with children in 
the area to develop life 
skills through basket-
ball fundamentals. The 
organization utilizes the 
attractiveness of pro-
fessional basketball to 
instill lessons of sports-
manship, leadership and 
literacy improvement.

Defending Your 
Dream is a labor of love 
on the part of the entire 
Ivey family, including 
Ivey’s brother Sterling 
and their parents, Rod 
and Jennifer Ivey. Ac-
cording to Rod, a graphic 
artist who also works 
with the TimesLedger, 
the camp started as a 
way for the Iveys to help 
neighborhood kids.

“We just wanted to 
give something back to 
the kids and show them 
they could do what he 
did,” Rod Ivey said. “Most 
of these kids won’t be 

pro-ball basketball play-
ers, but they like basket-
ball. We try to help them 
to plan their lives in a 
more well-rounded man-
ner and teach life skills 
and basketball skills.”

Ivey played for Car-
dozo High School before 
playing for the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. 
In 2007, he signed a one-
year contract with the 
Milwaukee Bucks, and 
for the next seven years 
he played for the Philadel-
phia 76ers, the Oklahoma 
City Thunder and the At-
lanta Hawks. In 2014, he 
was named an assistant 
coach with the Thunder’s 
minor league affiliate and 
was promoted to being an 
assistant coach with the 
Thunder in July.

In addition to in-
struction from Ivey and 
others, camp-goers are 
supplied with books and 
other supplies to help fos-
ter learning and reading 
among the children and 
parents. Additionally, 
camp-goers will take 
home bags and other 
sports-related items.

On Friday evening at 
7 p.m. at the Renaissance 
School, the organization 
will also host a communi-
ty screening of the short 
documentary “Royal in 
Hollis,” about Ivey’s many 
roles as player, coach and 
community leader. 

The camp is also help-
ing to kick off the Royal 
Skills Academy, a longer 
program that will run 
from September through 
November. To register 
and learn more infor-
mation about the camp, 
call (718) 465-3888, e-mail 
defendingyourdream@
gmail.com or visit online 
at www.gameovernyc.
com.

Basketball camp 
comes to Hollis

1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
minimum balance to open the 7 month Liquid CD and to earn the stated APY is $2,500. The interest rate remains 
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enroll in NYCB Elite#��
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NYCB Liquid CD to a new or 
��
�	
���NYCB Elite Gold Checking 
account and maintain $100,000 
or more in combined balances1. 

7-MONTH NYCB LIQUID CD
NYCB ELITE RATE

0.80% 
APY1

Splash into  
Savings!

Royal Ivey coaches young basketball lovers during the an-
nual Royal Skills Clinic held in Hollis, in a picture from 2015.
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Queens mourns slain imam, assistant

More than 1,000 people turn out for the outdoor funeral of the slain Imam Maulama Akonjee and his assistant, Thara Uddin, 
staged in a municipal parking lot near the scene of the shootings in Ozone Park. Photos by Michael Shain 

In punishing heat, many mourners brought their sons to the 
funeral. Photos by Michael Shain

Mourners at the funeral of the murdered imam lined up in long rows to recite the Muslim prayer for the 
dead. Photos by Michael Shain

Assistant Chief David Barrere, commanding officer of Patrol Borough Queens South, wad-
ed into the crowd that gathered after the funeral and talked to the agitated marchers. 

Photos by Michael Shain 

Coffins of the two slain Muslim religious leaders as they were about to be loaded into a 
hearse.   Courtesy of Mayor's office/Michael Appleton

After the funeral, some marchers encouraged others to 
chant for justice. Photos by Michael Shain
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Saturday, September 17th at 2:00PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00 AM
-Children 10 & under FREE-
Refreshments provided

After the Run 
Join us for a 

Memorial Service to 
REMEMBER 

the First Responders of
9/11 and Those who Died

Working on the Pile

For information contact: Ed Horn at 718 278 3240

Registration Available Online at: 
www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

Remember Me Run And Memorial Service At  St. Michaels
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BY BILL PARRY

Job seekers can find more than 40 
potential employers under one roof  
this Thursday  as state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) hosts his 6th 
annual Job Fair to Curb Unemploy-
ment at the Queens Center mall in 
Elmhurst. Between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
companies and service providers such 
as Terrace on the Park, Plumbers Lo-
cal 1 Training Center, The Cheesecake 
Factory, Con Edison and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security will accept 
resumes and offer career advice at the 
Food Court.

“Although the economy is improv-
ing, and fortunately, more people 
are finding jobs, there are still thou-
sands and thousands of job seekers in 
Queens,” Peralta said. “Every potential 
job opportunity at the fair could mean 
a paycheck for a hardworking neigh-
bor. It is my hope that the job fair will 
help unemployed New Yorkers get a job 
in order to support their families.”

More than 50 job seekers were hired 
on the spot last year and over 1,240 in-
terviews were conducted during last 
year’s job fair. Queens Center mall and 
Woodside on the Move are co-sponsor-
ing the event with Peralta.

“We see people in our office every-
day looking for good jobs to support 
their families,” Woodside on the Move 
Executive Director Amy Paul said. 
“Job fairs like this help cut the red tape 
and give hardworking residents first-
hand access to employers.”

Other companies taking part in-
clude Game Stop, the International 
Shops at the City’s Airports as well as 
the city Department of Education Of-
fice of Adult Continuing Education.

“This is the third year that Queens 
Center has been the venue for this very 
successful job fair,” said John Scatur-
ro, senior manager  for marketing at 
Queens Center, said. “It fits perfectly 

into our initiative to be a good corpo-
rate neighbor and support job-seekers 
and employers in the community. It 
also provides our retailers and restau-
rants with the opportunity to inter-
view potential employees as they open 
new stores and head into the busy, holi-
day, retail season.”

According to the New York State 
Department of Labor, the unemploy-
ment rate in Queens was 4.4 percent in 
June compared to 5.2 percent in May 
2015. But a new report from city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer shows that the 
borough’s unemployment rate is actu-
ally 4.1 percent, the lowest among the 
five boroughs.

The Comptroller’s Quarterly Eco-
nomic Update did have one ominous 
finding, however. The city’s economy, 
while continuing to outpace the na-
tion’s, grew an estimates 1.7 percent 
between April and June of this year.

State Sen. Jose Peralta says “there are still 
thousands of job seekers in Queens.”  

Couretsy Sen. Peralta’s office

Peralta hosts job fair
at Queens Center mallGerman   Lessons

for 
Children

A Bilingual German 
After School Program

New York State
Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

Steinway Street Festival

516.883.7575  25 Davis Avenue Port Washington, NY

MUDDY PAWS RESCUE &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

hington, NYhingtoon, NNY

CA

Photo By Ellen Dunn
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Derek Hodge
Student of Distinction
August 2016
Martin Van Buren High School
Queens Village, New York

Derek Hodge is a true Renaissance man 
who not only has been praised for his academic 
achievements but also for his numerous positive 
personal qualities and athletic capabilities. Derek 
has been accepted into the City University of New 
York’s Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Educa-
tion. He will embark on the rigorous seven-year 
program this Fall. Upon completion he will have 
earned his Medical Doctor Degree. 

While few students are accepted into this cov-
eted course of study, Derek clearly was chosen for 
his interest in the subject as well as his academic 
prowess.  His teachers’ accolades and his achieve-
ments thus far make his acceptance into the Sophie 
Davis School of Biomedical Education seem but a 
natural stepping stone into an illustrious future. 

A history of success and membership in various 
honor programs attests to Derek’s positive pres-
ence. Membership in the following organizations 
are among the many honors Derek has earned: 
Principal’s Honor Roll, for which he maintained 
a 90+ average;  Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor 
Society, 2014-2016; National Honor Society, 
2012-2016; and membership in Martin Van Buren’s 
Scholars Institute. Through the Scholars Institute, 
exceptionally gifted students are steered toward 
the school’s most challenging courses. Among the 
Advanced Placement courses Derek successfully 
completed are U.S. History, Biology, and English. 

To jumpstart his post-high school studies, Derek 
participated in certifi cation courses and pre-col-
lege classes at York College, Syracure University, 
and Queensborough Community College (QCC). 
Through QCC, he completed several courses, 
including: Speech Communication 101, Nutri-
tion, Genetics, and Patient Care Technician (PCT) 
course, for which he received certifi cation upon 
completion.  At Syracuse University, he completed 

the university’s Government and Economics Project 
Advance program,

While enrolled at York’s College Now program, 
Derek took Biology. Ramkurmarie Baliram, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor Biology York College, sup-
ported Derek’s application into the Sophie Davis 
School. Dr. Baliram enthuses, “I had the privilege 
to be Derek’s instructor for his College Now 
course. His choice to pursue a career in the health 
professions demonstrates his ability to be judicial 
when it comes to choosing programs relevant to his 
studies. He has demonstrated a high aptitude for 
the sciences.”

Dr. Baliram also feels that “Derek is a reliable, 
hardworking, bright, highly disciplined, brave, ar-
ticulate and cooperative student eager to continue 
his studies. He earned a grade of A for my course 
and is a positive presence both inside and outside 
the classroom.”

Attention to studies in the medical fi eld has not 
gone unnoticed by non-science instructors. Pamela 
Fried, English teacher, Martin Van Buren H.S., 
refl ects, “Derek has gained fi rst-hand knowledge 
about the medical fi eld as he completed EKG and 
phlebotomy training. To his credit, he wants to gain 

as much exposure to the medical fi eld and cardiol-
ogy as he can.”

Casey Hahl taught Derek in the school’s Global 
History Honors classes from 20012-2014. Hahl 
is particularly impressed with Derek’s leadership 
skills. He explains, “When I think about Derek I 
can’t help but be impressed by the way he car-
ries himself. He is a natural leader who people 
gravitate toward because he has a natural ability 
to bring out the very best in those around him. He 
deserves the world, because he certainly will be 
someone who changes it.”

Guidance Counselor Janelle Lauria echoes 
Hahl’s praise of Derek. Lauria states, “Derek is 
the type of student every educator hopes for: 
determined, conscientious, thoughtful and full of 
personality. He has so many qualities not seen 
in many of today’s youth including kindness and 
chivalry and fairness. You can see these qualities 
in everything he does, including in his schoolwork, 
his relationships with teachers, and his relationships 
with his peers. He believes strongly in the idea of 
school spirit and works hard to bring that to our 
school as a member of Student Organization and 
varsity teams.”

Known as Martin Van Buren’s Scholar Athlete, 
Derek is equally adept on the playing fi elds. He 
is a proud member of the Step Team, Field Team, 
and Boys Varsity Basketball Team.  Regarding 
Derek’s school spirit, Lauria says, “He is one of the 
fi rst students to encourage others to get involved 
and enjoy what our school has to offer. He under-
stands the importance of helping others and giving 
back to those who help you.”

Clearly Derek has built an exceptionally brilliant 
future for himself. And success cannot be too far 
ahead for, as Ms. Fried says, “I am confi dent he 
will achieve his dream of ultimately becoming a 
physician. I could not think of a more appropriate 
fi eld of study for a student of his academic ability 
and compassion for others.” 

Autumn begins shortly and students will be step-
ping onto campuses throughout the country. At City 
University of New York’s Sophie Davis School, we 
anticipate that the light, confi dent footfall of Derek 
Hodge will resound brilliantly. 

��������������	���
�������


��
��

�������������������������������� !������"�� �!��#����"���������"!���� �������$�����������

��!"���������%�
#���&'(�

) ���*����� ��!��"�#����������"!����"����+���"�,������

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Derek Hodge
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Fans join Mets to show their pride 

Billy Bean, a former Major Leaguer who came out after he left baseball and is now on the 
staff of the MLB commissioner, and David Kilmnick, head of the LGBT Network, talk with the 
Mets beat reporters.

The boss of the Lesbian & Gay Big Apple Corps Marching Band oversees a 
performance on the plaza in front of the stadium before the game.

Martha Wash, one of the original Weather Girls, sings "It's Raining Men" at a performance before the first 
pitch.

Special Pride Night T-shirts are sold outside Citi Field before the game.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (c) with Council members Jimmy Van Bramer (r) and Daniel Dromm on 
the field.

The Mets donated a portion of every ticket purchased for Pride Night—$12,000 in all—to the LGBT Nework's 
landmark anti-bullying program.

Photos by Michael Shain
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It’s Registration Time at the 
Robert Mann Dance Centre!

Registration

Over 50 Years of Excellence in Dance Education

FALL DANCE INTENSIVE
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/19/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Celebrate
Southeast 

 

  

Dwayne E. Rollins, MD
Ear, Nose & Throat Specialist

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

TEA OF 
LIFE

TEA OF LIFE
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New York Community 
Bank is the largest thrift 
in the nation and one of the 
leading thrift depositories 
in most of the markets we 
serve. Our roots go back to 
1859, when we were char-
tered by the State of New 
York in Queens, a borough 
of New York City. Since 
then, we have grown from 
a single branch in Flush-
ing to 225+ branch offices 
in five states!

In New York, we operate 
111 branches of the Com-
munity Bank through four 
local divisions, reflecting 
the growth of our franchise 
through a series of merg-
ers with other local thrifts: 
Queens County Savings 
Bank, with 38 branches in 
Queens County; Richmond 
County Savings Bank, 
with 20 banking offices on 
Staten Island; Roosevelt 
Savings Bank, with seven 
branches in Brooklyn; 
and our largest division, 
Roslyn Savings Bank, with 
44 locations in Nassau and 

Suffolk counties on Long 
Island. We also operate two 
branches in The Bronx that 
operate directly under the 
name “New York Commu-
nity Bank”.    In New Jer-
sey, we serve our customers 
through our Garden State 
Community Bank division, 
with 46 branches in Essex, 
Hudson, Mercer, Middle-
sex, Monmouth, Union, and 

Ocean counties.
As a community bank 

with a longstanding repu-
tation for strength, stabil-
ity and service, NYCB is 
committed to being a good 
corporate neighbor. NYCB  
not only demonstrates its 
commitment by engaging 
in sound and ethical busi-
ness practices, but also 
by giving back in various 

ways. We are proud to en-
hance the quality of life in 
the communities we serve.   
In addition to sponsoring 
special events and finan-
cial literacy programs, we 
contribute funds, volun-
teer time, and engage in 
community outreach — all 
to the betterment of the 
communities we serve.  By 
partnering with the people, 
businesses, and organiza-
tions that make each com-
munity special, we have a 
positive impact on the com-
munities where our cus-
tomers and employees live 
and work. 

Because we believe so 
strongly in the value of 
service, it is a component 
of our overall mission: To 

Excel in All We Do for All 
We Serve.  While excelling 
in all we do for all we serve 
means something differ-
ent to our customers, to 
our shareholders, and to 
our employees, to our com-
munities it means, simply 
this:

We are committed to 
enhancing the quality of 
life in the communities we 
serve by contributing time, 
talent, and funding to wor-
thy organizations engaged 
in the promotion of afford-
able housing, education, 
health care, science, civic 
responsibility, and the 
arts.

To learn more about the 
NYCB Family of Banks visit 
us at www.mynycb.com.

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

NY Community Bank providing the best for Southeast Queens

“Siri, find a community and family fun event 
where the kids can have fun while I network 
with other business people.”

Sure! I found the “I LOVE MY COMMUNITY FESTIVAL” 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE SE QUEENS CHAMBER & FLY FREE

Call 917-720-2485 & Visit www.SEQCOC.org to join.
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The goal of Joe’s Music 
Center & Performing Arts 
is to inspire students with 
music.

That’s why the company 
is instrumental in work-
ing with the Department 
of Education, bridging the 
gap when so many arts pro-
grams were cut to make 
room for science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math 
(STEM) classes. 

Now, the arts is being re-
introduced into the class-
room with the buzzword 
STEAM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts, and 
math) — and Joe’s Music 
Center & Performing Arts 
is leading them full STEAM 
ahead. As a John Maxwell 
certified coach, teacher, 
mentor and trainer Jolan-
der Headley works with 
school principals to custom-
ize programs geared specifi-
cally to meet the needs of 
their students.   

But that is one part of 
what the company does. 

Its own on-site performing 
arts school has brought mu-
sic and dance to the lives 
of thousands of students. 
There are currently more 
than 600 who receive private 
lessons, and there is still 
room for more. The staff of 
44 teachers is always grow-
ing, as needed. 

Here, children are 
trained for auditions to 
prestigious programs that 
include admission into La-
Guardia High School and 
Frank Sinatra High School. 
There are usually two recit-
als per year. Many of those 
who have attended Joe’s 
performing arts classes 
have gone on to receive col-
lege scholarships. Some of 
their students are expected 
to perform at Carnegie Hall 
in 2018.

One doesn’t have to be 
school age to enjoy the sound 
of music, so classes are of-
fered for toddlers and adults, 
too. A Music Fun Time class 
teaches children as young 
as 18 months to read notes 

and introduces them to mu-
sical instruments such as 
the guitar, recorder, and pi-
ano. The company’s founder 
and chief executive officer, 
Jolander Headley, is herself 
a gifted musician and mu-
sic educator who learned to 
play the piano when she was 
a child. 

“There are cognitive 

benefits that music provides 
to young minds,” she says. 
But if you weren’t brought 
up that way, “It’s also never 
too late to learn,” she says. 
Adults are welcome. Regis-
tration is ongoing, and open 
year round. 

Headley’s husband, 
Grantley, is the company’s 
chief operations officer. 
They both served as teach-
ers when the business was 
founded in 1998, but those 
duties have been passed 
along to their own children, 
fellow musicians. The couple 
prefers to manage the opera-
tions now. Each year they 
bring students from Asia to 
the academy, enabling them 
to experience the culture 
and music of America. Lo-
cally, the company provides 
internship opportunities 
for students looking to learn 
about business, marketing, 
and music.  

Headley is active in the 
community, as believes 
in giving back. She is a 
member of the South East 

Queens Chamber of Com-
merce; a member of the 
Greater Queens Chapter of 
the Links; and a member 
of the Long Island/Queens 
Chapter of B Sharp, a na-
tional organization of Negro 
musicians. 

Besides the educational 
component of the business, 
there is also a retail store 
which sells all types of in-
struments — everything 
from pianos to mandolins, 
and every musical acces-
sory. There are books and 
audio/recording equip-
ment. 

Joe’s Music Center & 
Performing Arts [114-04 
Farmer’s Blvd. in St. Al-
ban’s, (718) 454–3036, www.
JoesMusicCenter.org]. Open 
Mondays through Fridays, 9 
am–8 pm, and Saturdays, 8 
am–5 pm. 

Brooklyn location [550 
Remsen Ave. in Canarsie, 
(718) 774–0700]. Open Mon-
days through Fridays, 11 
am–8 pm; Saturdays, 8 am–5 
pm; & Sundays, 10 am–5 pm

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Full STEAM ahead in music education
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

For years suburban neigh-
borhoods  in central and 
northwest Queens like Forest 
Hills and Astoria have been 
called the place to be, while 
the southeast end of the bor-
ough is overlooked. It’s now 
time for the town of Jamaica to 
shine, however. In December, 
the area topped the real estate 
site StreetEasy’s annual list of 
market trends for the follow-
ing year, the “Hottest Neigh-
borhoods in 2016.”

Jamaica is a melting pot, 
part of the most diverse region 
in the United States, Queens 
County, and has a population 
of 227,009, according to On-
board Informatics’ 2014 demo-
graphic statistics. More than 
70 percent of the residents are 
of Hispanic, African or Asian 
descent, Cultural Collabora-
tive Jamaica’s website says. 
Within that group about one-
fifth are Afro or Indo-Carib-
bean, Southeast Asian, Asian, 
Middle Eastern and Latin im-
migrants

With such a mixture in one 
spot, it isn’t hard to find some-
where to eat. 

“I love the food, the di-
verse community, and I get to 
see people from where I come 
from, so it makes me feel like 
I’m home,” says Mamadu Bah, 
originally from Sierra Leone, 
West Africa. 

Kimberly Sanchez, a three-
year resident, and mother of 
two couldn’t agree more. 

“Everything is nearby, es-
pecially on Jamaica Avenue,” 
says Sanchez. “There is a Co-
lombian restaurant on Hill-

side Avenue and a lot of Indian 
spots. There are West Indian 
places, too.” 

The free and easy vibe of 
Jamaica is another definite 
plus for its inhabitants. 

“If you live in Harlem or 
Brooklyn, everything is a 
little bit rough,” says Talleha 
Rose, 28, a freelance public re-
lations manager. “Being here 
in Jamaica, Queens, is more 
relaxed. There is no drama. 
Everything is peaceful. The 
scenery is beautiful and it’s 
convenient.” 

Bah, a graphic designer 
concurs. 

“Since I came to New 
York...I traveled to other bor-
oughs, but I found that it is 
hard to find parking in a lot of 
the boroughs. It’s congested,” 
says Bah. “With there being 
more private houses in Ja-
maica, it’s easier to live here. 
It’s not a perfect place, but it 
is a good place to live for me. I 
moved my whole family here”  
Rose also finds the tempo less 
frantic in Queens.

 “People here are friendly.  
We  all have problems,  but un-
like other places where people 
are aggravated and rushing to 
get to where they have to go, 
everybody here is chill. It’s 
because of the community. 
Jamaica, Queens, is just more 
reserved,” she says.

The parks throughout Ja-
maica are essential in provid-
ing both relaxation and fun.

This summer, the non-prof-
it community organization 
A Better Jamaica, created by 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica), hosted the inaugu-
ral Jamaica Dance Festival, 

which concluded last Saturday 
at Rufus King Park. IrieJam, a 
West Indian music fest, will 
have its 23rd anniversary at 
Roy Wilkins Park Sept. 4. 

Music is one of the area’s 
claims to fame. Multi-plati-
num rappers Nicki Minaj, 50 
Cent, and Run & DMC of the 
rap band Run-D.M.C. are some 
of the musicians who hail from 
Jamaica. 

DJ Gully, 26, loves the area 
despite its troubled past. 

“There were struggles 
with the hood situation and 
the street lifestyle. I had to go 
through a lot in the late ‘80s 
and mid-’90s coming up with 
drugs in the area, but things 
have changed for the better. 
Jamaica is common for having 
people that show love,” says 
the aspiring engineer who is 
specializing in sound at slain 
DJ Jam Master Jay’s studio.

 “We stay together. We stick 
together. I’m from here. My 

family is from here. I grew up 
here,” Gully says “The thing 
that I love the most is that we 
stay close by just having fam-
ily around over here. That’s 
what I’m trying to do get into 
engineering. We work right 
here on Merrick Boulevard. 
Come check out our music.” 

“Over here we have fairs 
here, too,” Sanchez says. 

From April through August 
there are fairs taking place at 
the parks and on the streets. 
After the annual Easter Egg 
hunt in Captain Tilly Park, 
there is the First Presbyterian 
Church Street Fair in May, 
which is on 164th Street on 
Jamaica Avenue. The church, 
a historical landmark, is a 354-
year establishment in Queens, 
and the oldest Presbyterian 
church in the United States. 

The Jamaica Arts & Music 
Summer fair takes place on 
the first Friday and Saturday 
of August from Roy Wilkins 

Park to 169th Street, and fea-
tures an array of music, food 
and discount street shopping 
from area stores. 

Jamaica also has some 
good schools. 

“Right now I’m actually 
bringing my kid to a pre-
school that’s really good. It’s 
called Charles R. Drew,” says 
Sanchez. 

When her son turns 18, he 
can possibly choose to go to 
St. John’s University, which 
has 17 Division I teams, and 
is located at Utopia Parkway. 
If he is looking for a more af-
fordable institution post high 
school, York College, one of 
the senior colleges of the City 
University of New York, is by 
Guy R. Brewer Boulevard. 

“There are a lot of job op-
portunities here and the 
schools are great,” says Antho-
ny Gray, a cook at King’s Deli. 
“Jamaica is safe for a family 
man like me.” 

BY NAEISHA ROSE id A d l f di

II
JamaicaJamaicaLoveLove

The striking Jamaica LIRR station (l) and the shopping scene on Jamaica Avenue are neighborhood 
 landmarks. Photo by Michael Shain



33  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 19–25, 2016TL

Moving forward, 
South East Queens will 
be known as the “Art, 
Food, and Soul Capital 
of New York,” says Rev-
erend R. Simone Lord, 
founder and president of 
the South East Queens 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“It’s the jewel of New 
York,” she says.

She admits she likes 
this slogan a lot better 
than the unofficial title 
the area held for a while: 
“The foreclosure capital 
of New York,” she says. 

But while those days 
are behind them, there 
is still a lot of work to be 
done, and Rev. Lord seeks 
donors and volunteers 
to continue the efforts to 
transform the commu-
nity.  

The concept of coor-
dinating these forces for 
change began two years 
ago when the South East 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce formed. Rev. Lord 
looked around the neigh-
borhood she loved and 
was upset with what she 
saw — far too many store-
fronts were shuttered; 
there was too much litter; 
no green space; and too 
many people were “hang-
ing out,” she says. One 
step at a time, she and her 
Board of Directors have 
addressed these issues, 
galvanizing neighbors to 
join together and make a 
difference. 

“Together we can ac-
complish our goals,” she 
says.

One of these goals is to 
bring greenery to South 
East Queens with the in-
stallation of 36-feet high 
planters. 

“The planters are ex-
pensive, but the Jamaica 
Development Corporation 
has generously agreed to 
a match-grant of $5,000,” 
she says. Everyone, no 
matter what their budget 
or where they live, can 
pitch in by ordering an 
“I Love My Community” 
$20 T-shirt at the Cham-
ber’s website. By Decem-

ber, Rev. Lord anticipates 
placing pine trees in these 
planters, and decorating 
them with lights for the 
holidays, brightening the 
atmosphere. 

The Chamber has al-
ready installed colorful 
banners with floral de-
signs in an effort to beau-
tify the area. 

“It’s a holistic ap-
proach,” she says. “We 
want people to take pride 
in the community.” 

There are ongoing ef-
forts to create more jobs 
and bring training oppor-
tunities here. The Cham-
ber helps direct traffic 
to small businesses with 
networking opportunities 
that introduce business 
owners to each other. The 
Chamber itself holds its 
own meetings at these lo-
cal enterprises. 

Restaurants such as 
Pa-Nash, O’Lavrador, and 

G’s Restaurant and Bar 
of Rosedale, are the fine 
food establishments that 
lend backbone to the title 
“Art, Food, and Soul Cap-
ital of New York.” These 
“white-table-cloth eater-
ies” are proud members 
of the South East Queens 
Chamber of Commerce.

A Chamber-sponsored 
event called “I Love My 
Community Festival,” 
brings local artists and 
performers to a gather-
ing at Baisley Pond Park 
on Aug. 27. Steel bands, 
horseback riding, and 
games are among the 
attractions. The entire 
neighborhood is welcome 
to attend, and family 
picnics are encouraged. 
There is no cost to the gen-
eral public, but guests are 
asked to RSVP at the web-
site, beneath the heading, 
“upcoming events.” 

Vendors are invited to 

sign up on the website to 
be part of this opportu-
nity that will help high-
light their businesses to 
the community. There 
are currently about 100 
members of the South 
East Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, and Rev. Lord 
anticipates this event 
will increase member-
ship. Nonprofit groups 
and home-based busi-
nesses are invited to join 
for $150, while storefronts 
pay $250. 

Rev. Lord has always 
had a calling to make 
the world a better place. 
She is affiliated with the 
People’s First Baptist 
Church, and there, too, 
she focuses on encour-
aging people to live bet-
ter lives. Enlightenment 
workshops were held at 
the church, located at 145-
59 105th Ave. in Jamaica, 
for a three-day period in 

August. 
“It is part of our sum-

mer healing efforts,” she 
says.

Rev. Lord credits the 
excellent Board of Di-
rectors at the South 
East Queens Chamber of 
Commerce with helping 
to revitalize the area. 
They are: Dr. Daniel La-
roche, Kareem Vessup, 
Henif Russell, Jason 
Safford, Lisa George, 
Ayanna Mays, Martin 
Marcelle, and Bishop 
Norris Jr. 

South East Queens 
Chamber of Commerce 
[www.SEQCOC.org, (917) 
720–2485]. Call Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–6 
pm.

Join the chamber and 
you may win 2 round trip 
tickets to anywhere in the 
world that Jet Blue flies. 
Call for details. Visit-
www.seqcoc.org to join.

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Discover the ‘Art, Food, and Soul Capital of New York’
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MEMBERS: 
REV. R. SIMONE 
LORD MARCELLE
Church Weddings, Baptisms, 
Venue
Call 631-661-3177
Get Out of Your Cage book &
ICAN Massage & Prayer 
Candles
Www.SimoneLord.org

VIV’S BEAUTY 
SALON
Natural Hair Care & 
Extensions 
Full Service Salon and Spa 
Hair, Manicure, Pedicure, 
Facials, Massage 
ONE STOP SALON FOR THE 
BUSY LADY 
414 Sunrise Hwy, 
Lynbrook, NY 11563 
Shop: 516-887-6249 
Cell: 516-513-2579 
Facebook-vivsalon/
naturalhaircare

NEW YORK LIFE
Join The Company That 
Cares
William Cleare, Partner
Get a New Career
95-25 Queens Blvd,
Rego Park, NY, 11347
Call: 917-520-3526
wcleare@ft.newyorklife.
com

MEE-N-MAA-
PATRICIA ABLE-
JOHNSON
• Providing Private Home 
Care Companions
• Real Estate for Investors
• Event Promotions
Kenneth Moxey Real Estate
200-12 Linden Blvd, 
St Albans, NY, 11412

646-399-6832
jaretty203@gmail.com

CROWE’S FUNERAL 
HOMES
Kenneth Brewster
107-44 Sutphin Blvd,
Jamaica NY, 11435
718-558-0921
Email: crowesfh@aol.com
www.CrowesFuneralHome.
com

FLOWERS PHYSICAL 
THERAPY
Fr. Neville Flowers
219-10 South Conduit 
Avenue,
Springfi eld Gardens NY, 
11413
718-525-8109
nevfl owers@aol.com

QUICK PRINTS INC
TsShirts, Banners, All Your 
Printing Needs
Mr. Fritz
106-31 150th Street
Jamaica, NY, 11435
718-297-7767
Email: quickprintsinc@
gmail.com

RUDY BROWN
3Ten Events Inc
Event Management, 
Internet, Social Media Event 
Handling
Freeport, NY
Tel: 516-547-3326
info@3teneventsinc.com
www.3teneventsinc.com

PA’NASH 
RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE
Pa-Nash Restaurant & 
Lounge (@panashnyc) • 

Instagram photos and ...
https://www.instagram.
com/panashnyc/
Upscale Restaurant & 
Lounge with live music and 
a unique fl avorful menu;
144-14 243rd Street, 
Queens, NY 
718.978.6094

DAVID WILLIAM 
FUNERAL SERVICES
108-20 Sutphin Blvd, 
Jamaica, NY 11434
718-291-3823
Email: dwilliamsfh@hotmail.
com

G’S RESTAURANT 
& BAR
Authentic Jamaican Cuisine 
& Catering
Lesa Willie
139-20 243rd Street
Rosedale, Ny, 11422
347-894-8577
Email: Gslesa7@yahoo.com

HOLY GHOST UPPER 
ROOM FILLING 
STATION OF FAITH 
TABERNACLE
Pastor Doris Johnson
145-59 105 Ave,
Jamaica, NY, 11435
(718) 791-1183
Email: pastordoris1@aol.com
Service on Sundays at 12 
noon and Fridays at 7 pm
All Are Welcome!
Listen to Us on Radio 
Thursdays 8 -8:30 pm
Call in 218-548-1428 
passcode JESUS- (53787)
Watch Us on QPTV: Wed & 
Thurs 6 pm Channel 56 & 36

CARVER FEDERAL 
SAVINGS BANK
Jamaica Center Branch
Manager: Ms Onica Cave
158-45 Archer Avenue
at 160th Street
Jamaica, NY 11433
Open Monday–Friday 8:30 
a.m.–5:30 p.m.,
Saturday 10:00 a.m. –2:00 
p.m.
ATMs on site with 24 hr. 
access
Telephone: (718) 230-2900

EMBLEM HEALTH
55 Water St, NY, NY
Get Directions
Transit information A
Transit information B
Whitehall St. and 2 more 
stations
WEBSITE:emblemhealth.
com

WHEN IN NEED 
FOUNDATION/
WIN FOUNDATION
When In Need Foundation 
is a non-for-profi t helping 
children and families in 
need. 
Grants (grants for 
disadvantaged individuals 
in education and vocation.
Supports for schools, 
orphanages and various 
hostels that assist those 
less fortunate in the world.
When In Need Foundation 
“Transforming Lives, 
Creating Impacts” through 
Mission of Mercy program. 
Website: http://www.
winfound.org/ 
When In Need Foundation 
provides preventive health 
education, charitable 

giving, and community 
empowerment for those in 
need Globally.
Preview by Yahoo
facebook.com/winfound 
and Phone: (347)249-3500
George Onuorah Director of 
Media Relations

JOE’S MUSIC 
SCHOOL
Music lessons & dance 
classes for Guitar, Bass, 
Voice, Violin, Viola, Cello, 
Upright Bass, Drums, 
Piano, all woodwind & brass 
instruments, Choir, Preschool 
Dance, Ballet, Jazz, Hip Hop, 
Tap, Step, African and Modern 
Dance and more -- 
Enrollment is Open All Year!  
Call us Today!
(718) 454-3036

O’LAVRADOR 
RESTAURANT & 
BAR
Authentic Iberian Cuisine
138-40 101st Avenue,
Jamaica, NY, 11435
718-526-1526
www.olavradorrestaurant.
com

JEREMIAH C. 
GAFFNEY FUNERAL 
HOME
Tel: 718-471-2828
516-239-9191

JAMAICA SMILES 
DENTAL
Dr. Hugh D. Parker, DMD
172-20 Linden Blvd, 
Jamaica, NY, 11434
718-297-2220
(888) 2MY-MOUTH
$25 OFF TEETH CLEANING

DR. DWAYNE 
E. ROLLINS
EAR, NOSE & 
THROAT DOCTOR
187-18 Linden Blvd, 
St. Albans, NY, 11412
 718-978-5447

ADVANCED 
EYECARE 
OF NEW YORK
Eye Physicians & Surgeons, 
Glaucoma Specialists
Dr Daniel Laroche
Queens 718-217-0424
Manhattan: 212-663-0473
 www.advancedeyecareny.
com
Cataracts, Optical Boutique

OCCASIONS 
BANQUET HALL
127-08 Merrick Blvd,
Springfi eld Gardens, NY 11434
Offering Space Rental & 
Catering For Your Special 
Event!
Events Are Memorable at 
Occasions.
Ask for Latasha, Tamar or 
Kristina
Call & Book: 718-977-1861
www.occasionsbanquethall.
com

Z’S PARTY HALL
We have the Perfect Party 
Room For All Occasions
Spacious & Affordable
92-07 172nd Street,
Jamaica, NY, 11433
Tel: 718-558-3900
Cell: 917-607-6946
Ask for Mr. Bedi

South 
East 

Queens 

CHAMBER 
COMMERCE

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

O
F

REV. R. SIMONE LORD PRESIDENT & FOUNDER
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DJ TAM JAMS 
ENTERTAINMENT
The Professional Party 
People
DJs, MCs Sound 
Reinforcement, Lighting
917-734-3188
www.DJTAMJAMS.com

LOCK AND ROLL
Locksmith and Home 
Center
111-12 Merrick Blvd,
Jamaica, NY
Tel: 718-528-6800
Art About Us Paintings 
Sold Here
Passport Pictures, Custom 
Blinds, Bathroom Grab 
Bars, Screen Enclosures, 
Emergency Lock Outs, 
Master Locksmiths 
and much more

AVON PRODUCTS
Start your own business.. 
Ref Code: dpesnell
Dolores & Anthony
Tel: 917-449-4080
Tel: 347-229-7841
www.youravon.com/
dpesnell

RECONNECTION 
HERBS
Cure your body with 
natural herbs. Reconnect 
with Nature.
Herbalist: Sister Sonia
Call for Appt: 646-239-1987
Order Your Alkaline Water 
Here.

SAFFLYN GREEN 
INDUSTRIES, INC
Real Estate/ Energy/ Clean 
Tech
243-21 Weller Avenue
Rosedale, NY,  11422
 718-977-8300
info@saffl yn.com
 www.saffl yn.com

5 LINX 
INDEPENDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE
Mr & Mrs Wisdom
Tel: 917-494-2132
www.5linx.net/
savenow007

ACCESS MEDICAL 
SUPPLY
For wheelchairs, oxygen 
tanks, walkers, canes, 
liftchairs, sleep aepna 
products and everything 
you need for home care.
112-27 Guy R. Brewer Blvd
Jamaica, NY, 11433

Call: 718-206-1308
www.
accessmedicalsupplyusa.
com

KAREEM R. 
VESSUP, ESQ
Law Offi ce of Kareem R 
Vessup
Civil Rights Attorney
Know Your Rights
89-31 161st Street
Jamaica, NY, 11432
Call: 718-219-8744
www.vessuplaw.com

 718 CONSULTING 
INC
Real Estate Sales, Rentals, 
Management,
Legal Process Service, 
Commercial Insurance
172-19 Baisley Blvd,
Jamaica, NY, 11434
Call: 347-709-8686
Fax: 877-726-5888
Email: customercare@
718consulting.com

DA’NU CANDLES
danucandles@gmail.com
Call: 631-334-3174
For wonderfully scented, 
unique, handmade candles 
for any and all occasion.
ASK FOR DONNA
Traci Lynn Jewelry 
superstar
www.tracilynnjewelry.net/
donna

NEW LIFE 
BUSINESS 
INSTITUTE
161-10 Jamaica Avenue,
Jamaica, NY, 11432
Offers training in 
the areas of Medical 
Billing, Medical Office 
Administration, Private 
Investigation, Legal 
Secretary. CAD, Computer 
Concepts and more
Licensed by the New York 
State Dept of Education....
Call 718-737-6524

CHAMPAGNIE 
DAWKINS CPAS, 
PLLC
Clearing Business Hurdles
Accounting Auditing, 
Taxation and Consulting 
Services
Tel: 718-690-3530
1 Cross Island Plaza, Suite 
316
Rosedale, NY, 11422
www.champagniedawkins.
com

BISHOP ELIZABETH 
WILLIAMS
LEGAL SHIELD/GO SMALL 
BIZ
Providing legal services 
for small businesses and 
individuals
Visit www.ewilliams40.
legalshieldassociate.com 
Call: 917-915-4333 
Email: lizwil40@yahoo.com 

THE MIND 
INVESTOR 
Quentin Mezetin 
Real Estate Investor, 
Speaker
www.
marketingqueensvillage.
com
Email: qmezetin@
themindinvestor.com 
Call 516-770-1042 

DONMARS 
PRINTING
Ask for Don 
For All Your Printing Needs, 
Brochures, Raffl e 
Tickets,Business Cards, 
Flyers and more 
Quick Turnaround with a 
Personal Touch 
Call 917-929-0653 
Lefferts Blvd in South 
Ozone Park, NY 

COFFEE OF SAINTS 
Healthy Gourmet Coffee  
& Teas 
Did you know that coffee 
is the 2nd most consumed 
beverage in the world? 
Ask me what’s the 1st? We 
do catering, fundraising, 
vending & offer a business 
opportunity. Find out 
how to get paid drinking 
the 2nd most traded 
commodity in the world. 
(Home based business, pay 
less taxes. 
Call Patrice Francois, EMB
Visit: www.Coffeeofsaints.
myorganogold.com
Email: coffeeofsaints@aol.
com 
Attend a FREE tasting 
event and get a $50 
Rewards Card. 

SICKLE CELL 
AWARENESS 
FOUNDATION CORP 
INT’L
HEALTH IS POWER 
Merlene Smith 
Executive Director 
www.SCAFCORPINT.org
Call 718-657-3173

PAIN CLINIC NYC 
161-10 JAMAICA AVE SUITE 
301, JAMAICA NY 11432 
Call for free consultation 
718-291-3000
WE TREAT PAIN RELATED 
CONDITIONS 
BACK 
KNEE
SHOULDER
ELBOW
HIP
WRISTS
ANKLES 
CORNELL & YALE TRAINED 
DOCTORS  

FAMILY FOOTCARE 
JAMAICA 
Tired of Bunions, 
Hammetoes, corns, Heel 
Pain or Fungal Nails? We 
offer minimally invasive 
correction of bunions and 
hammertoes 
Visit Us at 161-10 Jamaica 
Ave, Mezzanine Floor, 
Jamaica, NY
Dr Dean Spellman, Board 
Certifi ed Podiatrist and 
Dr Emmanuel Fuzaylov 
www.BestFootDoctorny.
com
Call Today 718-291-9020 

PATRICE ADAMS
ALKALINE 
ANTIOXIDANT 
WATER
Jamaica, NY 
CALL TODAY FOR HEALTHY 
LIVING WATER TO HELP RID 
YOU OF YOUR AILMENTS & 
KEEP YOU HEALTHY 
CALL 347-743-1007
EMAIL: niikili@hotmail.com 

DISCOUNT WINE 
& LIQUORS 
179-29 Hillside Avenue, 
Jamaica, NY 11432 
Wine Tastings on Weekends 
718-658-4017 
Please Drink Responsibly 
Mon-Thurs 9:30 am to 11 pm 
Fri-Sat 9:30 to 11:50 pm 
Sun 12 pm to 9 pm 

TRANSPORT 
WORKERS UNION 
AFL-CIO Local 100 
195 Montague Street, 
Brooklyn NY, 11201
www.twulocal100.org

WHERE THERE’S A 
NEED INC 
Wigs For Cancer Patients 
Dr. Cheryl Y James, 
President 

P.O Box 310998
Jamaica NY 11432 
Call 718-529-3638 
Email: charitee123@yahoo.
com 
www.wheretheresaneed.
org

TRACK STAR 
TUTORING
Ayanna Mays 
WINNER OF THE SEQCOC 
2015 ELEVATOR PITCH 
COMPETITION 157-11 
ROCKAWAY BLVD, QUEENS  
CALL 347-592-7527
EMAIL: info@
trackstartutoring.com 
www.TrackStarTutoring.
com 

SONIA THOMPSON 
S& S Property Management 
146-01 89th Avenue, 
Jamaica NY, 11435 
Call 718-454-5630 
Email: 
snspropertiesmgmt@gmail.
com 
Providing property 
management services for 
all types of residential and 
commercial properties.
www.SNSPM.com 
Century 21 Milestone 
Realty 
Call Sonia 
917-453-5485

THE UPS STORE
Shipping, supplies, 
printing, mailbox, fl yers, 
posters, business cards, 
banners and more. Taking 
care of all your small 
business needs.
229-19 Merrick Blvd, 
Laurelton, NY, 11413
718-977-0050
Hours of Operation:
Mon - Fri: 8 am to 8 pm, Sat 
9 to 6 pm, Closed Sundays

RESTFUL NIGHTS
Community Intake Center
Monique Thompson
106-38 150th Street,
Jamaica NY
718-291-4600

DEBORAH 
OGUAMAH 
Owner of Oguam,Inc. I 
sell cheap chic costume 
& handcrafted jewelry. 
Which includes decorative 
assortment of print art.
Email: mattiedeb2000@
yahoo.com

DANIEL SOLOW 
SOUTHERN QUEENS 
GATEWAY
On Sunday August 21st 
@12pm 
Family picnic in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.
Bikers leaving from Baisley 
Pond Park
Contact Daniel: 516-459-
9425

STEVE PATINO
Exit Realty First Choice
Fresh Meadows, NY 
Cell# (516) 206-2779
offi ce: (718) 380-2500,  
fax: (718) 380-0500
email:  stevepatino100@
gmail.com
Providing services in: 
Home Sales, purchases, 
rentals, investments, Real 
Estate careers and more!!
http://exitrealty.com/#!/
join
http://www.
StevePatinoRealEstate.com

FAY D. HILL
Volunteers for Springfi eld 
Park
Board Member - 
Community Board 13
Email: fay23hill@yahoo.
com

PATSY HAYDEN
Lic. Real Estate 
Salesperson
Kenneth Moxey Realty, INC
200-12 Linden Blvd,
St. Albans, NY, 11412
Tel: 917-561-7995

ANEKA GRANDISON 
Primerica Financial 
Services
Cell 347 255 1835
Offi ce: 516-881-7671.  
The services I specialize 
in are college funds, debt 
consolidation, retirement 
plan,  identity theft, life 
insurance.

GRACE SAVING 
MINISTRIES, INC
GRACE SAVING 
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST
JAMAICA, NY 11432
Bishop Charles L. Norris, Jr
Chief Prelate Senior Pastor
Facebook: Bishop Charles 
Norris, Jr
Email: bishopc.l.norris@
gmail.com
Tel: 646-542-4714

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y
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Celebrate
Southeast 

 

  

The Southeast 
Queens 

Chamber of Commerce 
would like to thank 

the following sponsors 
for their kind support.

TEA OF 
L IFE

By Camille Sperrazza
When you want to have a 

party in South East Queens, 
the “go to” place is Z Party 
Hall in Jamaica.

Here, they may not be 
dancing on those high ceil-
ings, but there’s sure a lot of 
fun happening on the floor. 

This lovely party hall of-
fers affordable event space 
for weddings, Sweet 16s, baby 
showers, graduations, retire-

ments, engagements, and 
other life celebrations. It is 
able to accommodate up to 
150 guests.  

The good news is that 
while the hall takes care of 
the decorations, provides a 
disc jockey, and even offers 
security, guests looking to 
host a party are permitted 
to bring in their own food 
and drinks. This makes for a 
very cost-effective gathering. 
It also allows the freedom to 

serve favorite family 
foods for everyone 
to enjoy. 

“ P e o p l e 
love it,” says 
B h u p i n -
der Bedi, 
the hall’s 
o w n e r . 
“Once they 
make a 
party here, 
they never go 
anywhere else.” 

The hall is al-
ready booked for ev-
ery Saturday through the 
end of the year — and it has 
been that way since March. 
The chandeliers, wood floors, 
movie screen, and attractive 
stage are all big draws, with 
many families choosing to 
mark all their special occa-
sions at Z’s.  Bedi is pleased 
that the South East Chamber 
of Commerce, the commu-
nity organization to which 
he belongs, hosts its meetings 
here, too.  

But, the space wasn’t al-
ways used for parties. Bedi 

owned the prop-
erty for more 

than 20 
years, and 

r e n t e d 
it as a 
m u s i c 
studio. 
W h e n 
t h e 
tenants 

l e f t , 
his wife 

thought it 
was the ideal 

time to bring into 
the community something 

it lacked — a party hall. 
Guests have been dancing 
to the music since then. The 
couple invested $150,000 to 
remodel the space. It’s been 
open for about three years 
now, and word of mouth has 
been so good, it reached Chan-
nel 1 News, and Bedi found 
himself being interviewed on 
television.  

“There is no party too 
small,” he says. “We have 
something for every budget.”

Bedi, who has worked as 

a children’s book publisher, 
and also in the real estate 
business, says he takes pride 
in helping everyone who 
comes to him. He wants them 
to be happy, and does every-
thing possible to make that 
happen. It includes offering 
full refunds to people who 
find themselves in the unfor-
tunate position of having to 
cancel a party at the last min-
ute. 

“It is something that hap-
pens,” he says. “There might 
be a death in the family; if 
so, we give them their money 
back.” Or, maybe there’s a 
snowstorm. Whatever the cir-
cumstances, “We work it out,” 
he says. “The main thing is 
everyone feels comfortable 
and is happy.” 

Follow Z Party Hall on Fa-
cebook. See the photos, and 
perhaps post a few of your 
own.

Z Party Hall [92-07 172nd 
St. between Jamaica and 93rd 
avenues in Jamaica, (718) 
558–3900]. Call seven days a 
week, 10 am–8 pm.

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Crowe’s Funeral Home, 
Inc. has been serving the 
South East Queens commu-
nity for more than 70 years.

It is one of the most well-
known and successful family-
owned African-American fu-
neral homes in New York, says 
Chaplain Kenneth Brewster, 
who manages the business 
that was started by his grand-
uncle, Samuel A. Crowe. The 
history dates back to when 
Crowe felt the calling to help 
people during their time of 
bereavement, so with a part-
ner, he opened Ford’s Funeral 
Home in the early 1930s. 

It was 1945 when Crowe 
established Crowe’s Funeral 
Homes, Inc. on South Road in 
Jamaica. To care for the grow-
ing needs of the community, 
he opened a second branch on 
Rockaway Boulevard, also in 
Jamaica, and later relocated, 
expanding to the present Sut-
phin Boulevard location. 

Crowe was one of the pio-
neers of the political move-
ment; instrumental in se-

curing jobs for a number of 
African Americans in the 
area. In the 1950s, he helped 
organize the Citizens-Evers 
Democratic Club, named after 
the late Medgar Evers. Crowe 
was affiliated with many of 
the local churches and min-
isters, as well as with many 
fraternal, civic, and political 
organizations. 

Throughout this time pe-
riod, the funeral home be-
came known for the respect, 
understanding, help, and the 
courtesy it extended to the 
community. It is still that way 
today.  

Brewster continues to 

make Crowe’s Funeral Home 
a presence in the commu-
nity by providing vital care 
to the families that reside 
there. He offers pre-planning 
workshops to educate fami-
lies about the services that 
are offered. Flexible pre-paid 
options offer peace of mind 
that personal requests will be 
carried out, and at the same 
times, eases family’s finan-
cial and emotional burdens. 

Losing a loved one is never 
easy, so Crowe’s Funeral 
Home does everything pos-
sible to provide flexible op-
tions that allow families to 
choose services that are right 

for them. 
“Grief is not something 

that one should have to en-
dure alone,” says Brewster. 
“Crowe’s Funeral Home is 
here to assist in every way 
possible, easing your bur-
dens.” It offers a selection of 
merchandise that reflects the 
unique personalities of loved 
ones. 

Remodeling and beautifi-
cation was done in 1997, bring-
ing spacious chapels, beauti-
ful chandeliers, artwork, and 
an elegant, spacious lobby to 
better accommodate family 
and friends.

The funeral home has 
achieved the prestigious 
“Pursuit of Excellence” rec-
ognition, for going above and 
beyond expectations. 

“Only two percent of the 
funeral homes in the world 
have achieved this outstand-
ing award,” says Brewster. 
“You can count on us to help 
you make the proper deci-
sions as we have the expertise 
to help you develop the right 
plan for yourself and the peo-

ple you love.”
In keeping with the times, 

it offers live funeral webcast-
ing services and online con-
dolences. Brewster and his 
staff of experienced funeral-
planning professionals will 
meet with family members to 
design a farewell event that 
respects each family’s beliefs, 
traditions, and budgets. Just 
as important, it will take into 
consideration the loved one’s 
life so that the final tribute is 
fitting and appropriate.  

The landscaped floral gar-
dens provide a warm and in-
viting setting for loved ones 
to offer tributes to cherished 
relatives and friends. It’s all 
conveniently located just 10 
minutes from JFK airport, 
20 minutes from LaGuardia, 
and about 10 blocks south of 
the Long Island Railroad. 

Crowe’s Funeral Home 
[107-44 Sutphin Blvd. in Ja-
maica, (718) 558–0924, www.
CrowesFuneralHome.com]. 
Open Mondays through Fri-
days, 10 am–8 pm; Saturdays 
and Sundays, 10 am–5 pm.

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Crowe’s Funeral Home trusted by the community for 70 years

It has been said that the 
nose knows.

That’s because, “Your 
senses of hearing, smell, 
and taste make up part 
of who you are,” says Dr. 
Dwayne E. Rollins, ears, 
nose, and throat specialist. 
“They are critical to your 
enjoyment of life and your 
ability to communicate.”

We all know what it’s 
like when these senses are 
not functioning well be-
cause we’ve all experienced 
the sore throats, ear aches, 
allergies, and breathing 
issues. They are painful. 
They make us sick, keep us 
awake at night, and, if left 
untreated, can turn into se-
rious problems.  

Dr. Rollins is here to 
help. The practice has been 
caring for members of the 
community since 2006, 
treating them for chronic 
disorders and conditions 
that include sinusitis, ear 
infections, dizziness, hear-
ing issues, allergies, snor-

ing, sleep apnea, voice 
disorders, head and neck 
masses, lymph node en-
largement, and thyroid dis-
orders.

When we suffer from 
these painful disorders, we 
are not alone. The Ameri-
can Academy of Otolaryn-
gology says about 35 mil-
lion people develop chronic 
sinusitis each year, mak-
ing it one of the most com-
mon health complaints in 
America. Problems include 
allergies, smell disorders, 
polyps, and nasal obstruc-
tion due to a deviated sep-
tum.

In addition, the Acad-
emy states about one in 10 
people from North Amer-
ica suffer hearing loss. 
Let’s face it, just taking the 
subway to work or walking 
past construction sites can 
be an assault on the ear-
drums. 

The throat is vital to 
communication. It is also 
the gateway to the diges-
tive tract. When it hurts, 
we can’t eat, and we can’t 
talk. 

Therefore, keeping the 
ears, nose, and throat func-
tioning at optimum levels 
is essential to overall good 

health. Patients can rely 
upon Dr. Rollins to provide 
honest and accurate diag-
nosis, as well as effective 
treatment.

Dr. Rollins, a native of 
Baltimore, earned his un-
dergraduate degree at the 
University of Nebraska. 
He graduated from How-
ard University College of 
Medicine in 1998, with nu-
merous honors including 
the Dow/Callender Fellow-
ship in the Department of 
Transplant Surgery.

He completed a one-year 
internship in general sur-
gery at New York Univer-
sity. This was followed by 
four years of training in 
otolaryngology. He com-
pleted his residency at the 
New York University De-
partment of Otolaryngol-
ogy in 2003. 

The doctor is board-
certified by the American 
Board of Otolaryngology, 
and he is a member of the 
prestigious medical honor 
society, Alpha Omega Al-

pha. He serves as treasure 
and chairman of the schol-
arship committee for the 
Clinical Society of Queens 
and Long Island. He often 
makes time to volunteer 
in the community, partici-
pating in local health fairs 
and school programs.

Dr. Rollins’s expertise, 
the knowledgeable staff, 
and state-of-the-art tech-
nology at his office assure 
that patients will receive 
exceptional, personalized 
care. The doctor treats 
adults and children. It is 
the philosophy of the prac-
tice that all who come here 
will be treated respect-
fully, warmly and compas-
sionately.

Dr. Dwayne Rollins [187-
18 Linden Blvd. in St. Al-
ban’s, (718) 978–5447, www.
dwayn erollin sm d .c om]. 
Open Mondays and Wednes-
days, 10 am – 5 pm; Tues-
days and Thursdays, 10 am 
– 7 pm; Fridays, 10 am – 3 
pm; and every other Satur-
day.

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Dr. Rollins keeping Queens in excellent health
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica is on a roll 
with new projects on 
the books that promise 
to transform the cen-
tral business district of 
southeast Queens.

Downtown Jamaica 
has been on the verge of 
a boom for many years 
now, but the 2008 mort-
gage foreclosure crisis 
slowed economic activity 
in the area.

After years of pro-
tracted conversations 
about development in 
downtown Jamaica, 
many of the players who 
have been pushing for 
more robust investment 
in the neighborhood say 
change is in the air.

“You just plug along, 
project by project,” City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), said. 
“And five years later, it’s 
a whole new neighbor-
hood.”

The bustling down-
town area is a major 
transportation hub for 
Queens and the entire 
city.

About 86,000 pedes-

trians travel through 
downtown Jamaica on 
any given day, while 
more than 200,000 pass 
through via the Long Is-
land Railroad and 49,000 
people use the subways 
each day. There are 49 
different bus lines.

The area connects 
New York transit riders 
to John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport via the 
AirTrain, which 16,000 
people use every day. 

 Despite all this hu-
man traffic, business 
leaders, community 
members and elected of-
ficials say too few travel-
ers and commuters stop 
in the downtown, which 
lacks amenities and ser-
vices,  sending lost rev-
enue to other neighbor-
hoods.

“We’ve been seen as 
an outer ring or an af-
terthought, and it’s nice 
to see that the city has 
done a few things to start 
innovation in this space 
and build out,” Rhonda 
Binda, the executive di-
rector of the Jamaica 
Center Business Im-
provement District, said. 

“We already have the 
foundation. We already 
have the bones.”

Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
has been an active boost-
ers of downtown Jamaica 
development and formed 
the Jamaica NOW Action 
Plan last year. The plan 
proposes 26 actions to 
be completed in the next 
five years that will spur 

Jamaica development. 
One proposed action is to 
install free Wi-Fi service 
along the Jamaica cor-
ridor, which Katz said 
would be available this 
summer.

“I think that Jamaica 
has the infrastructure 
for expansion and invest-
ment,” she said. “Jamai-
ca, Queens, is a hub of 
culture and tourism and 

job creation. We want to 
make sure it was given 
the tools to provide for 
the future.”

Proposed residential 
developments have been 
announced at an acceler-
ated rate in recent years. 
The Crossing at Jamaica 
Station, to be located at 
the intersection of Ar-
cher Avenue and Sut-
phin Boulevard, across 
the street from the Air-
Train/LIRR station, will 
contain 580 proposed res-
idential units and three 
floors of retail space. 
BRP Companies filed a 
permit with the city in 
June 2015 to develop the 
property. U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
said the The Crossing 
was a vital part to area 
development.

“It sends the message 
that Jamaica is building 
and the opportunities are 
there,” he said. “I’ve al-
ways said we were a trans-
portation hub, but you 
can’t be a transportation 
hub without the retail and 
the development.”

There is also in-
creased hotel develop-

ment in the area. Able 
Management, a New 
Jersey-based developer, 
intends to build a 26-sto-
ry Hilton Garden Inn at 
the corner of Sutphin 
Boulevard and 94th Av-
enue, with completion of 
construction scheduled 
for the fourth quarter 
of 2017. A Flushing de-
veloper also plans to put 
up a two Marriott Hotels 
at the corner of Archer 
Avenue and 149th Street. 
The Hilton would con-
tain 210 rooms. while 
the two Marriotts would 
contain more than 330 
rooms.

A residential/retail 
development originally 
intended for 168th Street 
and 90th Avenue was de-
layed earlier this year. 
Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corp., an organi-
zation created to encour-
age public and private 
investment in the neigh-
borhood, owned the land 
and partnered with Blu-
menfeld Development 
Group in 2013 to con-
struct a 160,000-square-
foot retail store with a 
parking garage.

Jamaica foresees forward strides in downtown development

The Crossing at Jamaica Bay is one of several new develop-
ments planned for downtown Jamaica.

Accounting, Auditing, 
Taxation and 

Consulting Services

Free Offer:
Free initial consultation with one of our 

professionals to discuss your business and 
personal needs!

Champagnie Dawkins CPA, PLLC

1 Cross Island Plaza, Suite 316
Rosedale NY 11422

Fax. 718-690-3531
www.champagniedawkins.com

clearing business hurdles

Join the  
South East Queens  

Chamber of Commerce  
and you may 

WIN TWO
ROUND-TRIP TICKETS  

to anywhere in the world  
that Jet Blue flies.

CALL FOR DETAILS:

917-720-2485
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TIME TO TREAT YOURSELF
At

VIV BEAUTY SALON

....$70.00

........$90.00
.........$50.00 (Mondays & Wednesdays)

..........$19.99
......$99.00 (Keratin Treatment)

for Services over 
$100.00

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA
Tea has been consumed 

for its health benefi ts in 
many parts of the world — 
and Americans are learn-
ing it can work as a natural 
remedy for them, too. 

It’s why Linneth Hall, 
inspired by her personal 
experience with the medic-
inal benefi ts of drinking 
tea, formed the company 
the Tea of Life Health Inc. 
about eight years ago. Hall 
grew up in the Caribbean 
ingesting an herb familiar 
to the people who live there 
— also known as semi con-
tra epazote. At the time, it 
was used primarily for its 
anti-parasite benefi ts, she 
says. 

But when Hall moved to 
the United States, she be-
came re-acquainted with 
the tea. She now calls it “a 
miracle within reach” be-
cause of the multi-system 
benefi ts it offers the body. 

“There are more than 
100 health benefi ts,” she 
says. Among them are im-

proved liver, pancreas, and 
heart functions. It helps uri-
nary tract infections, yeast 
infections, kidney disease, 
infl ammation, and gastro-
intestine illnesses, she 
says. In addition, it works 
to detox the body, providing 
it with energy. It promotes 
colon regularity, and offers 
headache and pain relief.  

“It stimulates natural 
wound healing,” she says. 

“We also have a patent on 
the idea that it shrinks 
uterine fi broids.” 

It shrinks the enlarged 
prostate and improves the 
libido.

She says these fi ndings 
are fact-based, as she and 
her children — also in-
volved with the company 
— are all healthcare pro-
fessionals. Hall is a nurse 
practitioner. Her son — Tea 

of Life’s vice president — is 
a surgeon. Both her daugh-
ters are practicing regis-
tered nurses. 

“We are able to incor-
porate our medical back-
ground with the natural 
benefi ts of our products,” 
says Hall.

History, she says, sup-
ports these fi ndings. In the 
1800s, the Yucatan Indians 
used the herb for folk rem-
edies. At around that time, 
a German pharmacist trav-
eled to Brazil and observed 
the herb’s use to promote 
health there. 

“The World Health Orga-
nization [WHO] conducted 
its own studies in the 1970s 
and found the herb helps 
the body fi ght parasites,” 
she says. “That’s when the 
WHO declared that the 
leaves and stalks were suit-
able for human consump-
tion.” 

Developing countries 
in the Caribbean, Africa, 
Mexico, Latin and Central 
America have used the 

herb as a dietary supple-
ment to help the body fi ght 
off parasites in adults and 
school children for many 
years, she says.

Hall belongs to the South 
East Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, and works to 
spread the word to the com-
munity about the medici-
nal benefi ts of this herb. 
She sometimes donates 
free samples to community 
events so that people can 
become familiar with the 
product and experience the 
health advantages for them-
selves. She personally uses 
the product every day. 

It’s available in capsules 
and tea bags. 

Customers may place 
orders via telephone, on 
Amazon.com and on www.
theteaofl ife.com. The prod-
ucts are also sold in phar-
macies and health food 
stores throughout the U.S. 
and Canada. 

The Tea of Life Health 
Inc. (516) 825–4156, www.
TheTeaofLife.com].

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Discover the power of tea with Tea of Life®
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J������� C. G���	�
’� F�	��� H��� I	�.
“WE ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO THOSE WHO CARE”

92 Wahl Ave. Inwood, NY 11096

Phone # (718) - 471_ 2828 (516) -239 - 9191

Fax# (516) -239 - 4900 Email: Gaffhome@yahoo.com

Let Our Family Help Your Family in Your Hour of Need by:
• “Providing affordable, digni�ied and compassionate service to 

families of ALL faiths, and means, for more than 40 Years”

• Providing the option of Pre- Need Arrangements

• Ensuring that our services are available in all communities

BRING THIS AD OR MENTION LADY SIMONE FOR DISCOUNT!

WE ARE MINUTES AWAY FROM YOUR HOME !
LA MASON D’AMOUR  LA CASA DE INTENDIMIENTODr Jeremiah C. Gaffney III Ph.D.

Jeremiah C. Gaffney’s 
Funeral Home Inc. is a fam-
ily-owned business that has 
been meeting the needs of the 
community for more than 50 
years.

It assists with the funerals 
of all people, no matter what 
their religious affiliations or 
their economic needs.

This was the philosophy 
of its founders — Jeremiah 
C. Gaffney Jr., a retired army 
major, and Doreatha Gaff-
ney, a nurse, who started a 
funeral home in Georgia, 
later opened one in Harlem, 
and then moved to its cur-
rent Inwood location in 1961. 
It is now operated by their 
son, Dr. Jeremiah C. Gaff-
ney III, with the assistance 
of his four children: Jenni-
fer, Jonathan, Leonard, and 
Lawrence.

“We always work hard to 
offer the best service to our 
neighbors in Inwood, and 
to the entire Tristate area,” 
says Gaffney. 

 Providing personalized 

service is a top priority, as is 
handling every detail from 
start to finish. 

Arrangements can be 
made for international 
transfers, should these be 
necessary, and Jeremiah 
C. Gaffney’s Funeral Home 
will work closely with other 
funeral directors and morti-
cians. 

Locally, they assist with 
hearse and limousine ar-
rangements, can order 
prayer cards, and help with 
financial management. 

“We know that an unex-
pected cost of a funeral can 
be overwhelming, and even 
impossible to handle on your 
own,” says Gaffney. That’s 
why they offer a care pro-
gram, developed to support 
families. 

Cremation, an alternative 
to earth burial or entomb-
ment, is becoming increas-
ingly popular, and Jeremiah 
C. Gaffney’s Funeral Home 
can assist with answering all 
questions and making these 
arrangements. 

Dr. Gaffney’s personal 
philosophy is to uplift oth-
ers, and he serves as part of 
the ministerial staff at St. 
Peter Lutheran Church in 
Rosedale. He believes in en-
couraging scholarship and 
education, and doesn’t just 
talk about it — he is a shin-
ing example. In the late 1990s 
Gaffney attended Oxford 
University, then obtained a 
doctorate degree in econom-
ics while studying in the 
Cape Coast of West Africa. 
He holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Bio Chemistry from More-
house College, located in At-
lanta, Ga. He later attended 
New York University, obtain-
ing a Master’s Degree of Sci-
ence in Biochemistry. Still 
not enough, he went to earn a 
second Master’s in Business 
Administration, from Adel-
phi University.

He furthered his educa-
tion by attending the Amer-
ican Academy McAllister 
Institute of Funeral Service 
in New York, receiving a di-
ploma in Funeral Services, 

and taking all the necessary 
boards to become a licensed 
funeral director. 

But that still wasn’t 
enough. He is a licensed bio-
statistician, stock broker, 
and insurance agent. He 
takes pride in his involve-
ment in the economic and 
social development of South 
East Queens, the neighbor-
hood in which he was raised. 

“It shapes who you are,” 
he says. He grew up as a mem-
ber of St. Alban’s parish.

Incredibly, he is a member 
of 36 organizations, includ-
ing the Omega Shi Phi Fra-
ternity, and the Morehouse 
College Alumni. 

Community involvement 
is very important to him. 

“Where there is no vision, 
the people perish,” he says.

Jeremiah C. Gaffney Fu-
neral Home [92 Wahl Ave. 
between John Street and 
Mott Avenue in Inwood, 
(718) 471–2828 and(516) 239–
9191, www.JeremiahCGaff-
neysFuneralHomeInc.com]. 
Available 24-7.

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gaffney Funeral Home there in your moment of need
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/19/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

QUALITY
PRE-OWNED CARS

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

25k miles, Stk#23408

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#25736

$15,995 $15,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,995
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Summer for the stylish and the studious

"Taiwan: A World of Orchids" is in its third year at the Queens Botanical Garden, but like the flower itself, it is over quickly, 
just two days last weekend.   Courtesy of QBG

These 10 youngsters—all seniors next month at RFK High 
School in Flushing—are just back from an unusual hon-
ors program at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
that gives them a first-time taste of college academics. 

Courtesy of RFK High School

Imani walks the runway in a fashionably long skirt In 
front of the Colosseum Mall on 165th Street.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

The fatigues? Sports in Effect. The model? Elijah.  
Photo by Naeisha Rose

From the Pinky Sez boutique, this number is a back-
to-school dream.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

At the Jamaica Colosseum Mall fall fashion showcase, five top models stop to pose after taking their turn on the runway. 
Photo by Naeisha Rose
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LATE

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A son was stabbed to death and his 
motherseverely beaten inside their 
Richmond Hill home Sunday morning, 
according to police. 

A 37-year-old male, who neigh-
bors identified as Kenneth Schemitz, 
and his 68-year-old mother,Vivian 
Schemitz, were found beaten and cut 
by police when they responded to a 911 
call Sunday at 2 a.m. Police entered the 
two-story home at near 95th Avenue 
and 113th Street, where they found 
Schemitz unconscious and unrespon-
sive with trauma to his head and body 
and his mother with lacerations and 
cuts to her body and head, police said. 

Police declared Schemitz dead at 
the scene and his mother was taken 
to Jamaica Hospital, where she was in 
stable condition, police said. The moth-
er and son were painting their home 
before the attack, police said. 

John B, a neighbor who lives across 
the street from the crime scene, was 
away during the weekend and heard 
Monday morning about the incident. 

“I’m in disbelief. This was a safe 
neighborhood and now nobody is safe,” 
he said. “Look at what happened on 

Liberty Avenue and that poor girl in 
Howard Beach. I just had a burglar 
alarm installed last week because I 
don’t feel safe any more, I’m having a 
camera installed next week, too.  You 
have to be proactive.”

The block surrounding the house 
was cordoned off with police tape.

There have been no arrests and the 
investigation was ongoing. 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A 33-year-old Jackson Heights man 
has pleaded to killing his girlfriend’s 
3-year-old Chihuahua by violently 
slamming the dog against the floor 
during a verbal dispute, with the girl-
friend’s 11-year-old daughter present, 
the Queens DA said.

“The defendant has admitted to 
pulling the girlfriend’s small dog out of 
her arms during a dispute and killing 
the helpless pet by violently throwing 
the dog to the floor,” said Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown.

Brown identified the defendant as 
Carlos Hernandez of 73rd Street in 
Jackson Heights. Hernandez has been 
out on $7,500 bail since his arrest in 

January. 
He pleaded guilty Aug.10 before 

acting Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Deborah Stevens Monica to an indict-
ment charging him with one count 
each of aggravated cruelty to animals, 
robbery, criminal mischief, endanger-
ing the welfare of a child and second-
degree harassment and two counts of 
grand larceny.

Sentencing was scheduled for Sept. 
28, when Modica has indicated she will 
sentence Hernandez to 60 days in jail, 
four years probation and require him 
to register with the city Department of 
Health as an animal abuser, which will 
prevent city shelters and pet stores 
from allowing Hernandez to purchase 
a pet.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
A 22-year-old purported member 

of the Los Travaiesos street gang has 
pleaded guilty to attempted murder in 
the December 2015 shooting of a reput-
ed rival gang member in a Corona club, 
the Queens DA said.

 “The defendant has admitted 
to shooting an individual inside a 
crowded club,” said Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. “The victim 

was wounded in the gunplay but fortu-
nately survived. This kind of random, 
senseless violence has no place in a 
civilized society.”

The shooter is Jose Sanchez-Ortiz, 
22, of Brooklyn.

“The defendant will be sentenced 
next month to a lengthy term in pris-
on,” Brown said.

Sanchez-Ortiz has been held in lieu 
of $500,000 bail since his March 2016 
arraignment.

The Richmond Hill home where Kenneth 
Shemitz and his 68-year-old mother were 
brutally attacked Sunday morning.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

Guilty plea in Corona club shooting

Man guilty in dog death

Rich Hill stabbing

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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to help the “young man from 
a troubled home” despite tan-
trums, fits and failing grades.

“We heard his cries for 
help and tried everything we 
could, but there was one thing 
we couldn’t do and that is go 
home with him,” Long said. “If 
I thought for one moment the 
principal and staff had been 
negligent, I would have got-
ten rid of them myself. And 
that’s why I feel sorry for the 

onslaught (against) the princi-
pal, faculty and staff who are 
now receiving death threats. 
There’s a real lynch mob men-
tality taking place here and 
the sad thing is Councilman 
Dromm probably doesn’t even 
know where the academy is 
located. He doesn’t know us at 
all.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Patrick Delaney, also lives 
in Howard Beach and came to 
the walk hoping for justice. 

“It’s just like a dark cloud 
over the community and I 
didn’t know her personally, 
but she waited on me a few 
times at Vetros,” Delaney 
said. “Everything about her 
was angelic and she was just 
a sweet girl and I just feel so 
bad for her mom and dad,” he 
said. “I can’t even imagine 

what they re going through,.  
It’s just so unfair. I want them 
to catch this guy and I want 
him to pay dearly for what 
he did.  I want justice to be 
served.”

Before the walk Vetrano’s 
family spoke to reporters.  
Her father Phil Vetrano even 
offered the reward money to 
the killer’s family as long as 
he turned himself in. 

“Turn yourself in,” he 
said. “I will make sure that 
reward money goes to the per-
son of your choice. The sister, 
your mother, your brother. 

It’s a life-changer. You will be 
caught, so take advantage of 
that.”

Vetrano’s mother, Kathy, 
also warned anyone who may 
be protecting the killers iden-
tity that they’re wasting their 
time. “You are equally guilty 
of harboring him if you do 
so,” she said. Don’t protect 
him. He’s of no use to anyone. 
He’s a weak, evil piece of ----.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

sistant  at the Grant Avenue 
Municipal Parking Field at 581 
Grant Ave. in Brooklyn. Thou-
sands attended the services, 
and speakers included Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer and Public 
Advocate Letitia James.

De Blasio said he came 
on behalf of all New Yorkers, 
and promised there would be 
a greater police presence to 
ensure that people of the Mus-

lim faith would feel safe when 
walking to and from mosques 
and when they were practicing 
their religion.

“For all those here who 
want justice, we want justice, 
too, and we will get it,” de Bla-
sio said, alluding to what he 
said was angry rhetoric in the 
national dialogue decrying 
Muslim Americans. “I look 
around us and I see proud citi-
zens. I will not let them tear 
us apart. We will not let them 
tear us apart.”

Signs calling for justice 
were scattered throughout the 

crowd.
Speakers from the commu-

nity and members of the audi-
ence also chanted demands  
for justice under the hot sum-
mer sun. The president of the 
Center for Islamic-American 
Relations asked the authori-
ties to continue to pursue leads 
involving a hate crime  and 
announced a $5,000 donation 
to the family of each murdered 
man. At the conclusion of the 
speakers’ remarks, a prayer 
was said for the two dead men, 
the crowd responding to the 
moment with silence and sad-

ness. The two bodies were then 
removed for burial. 

Laskar Faruq, a Jackson 
Heights resident, expressed 
anxiety about the safety of his 
two children, who often walk 
to and from school. 

“Always we pray that they 
will go and come home safely, 
but there is no safety now,” he 
said. He also spoke about the 
negative impact he believed 
presidential candidate Donald 
Trump’s rhetoric was having 
on some Americans’ percep-
tions of Muslims. “When we 
walk, sometimes in their 

mind, they’re thinking all 
Muslims are troublemaking 
people,” he observed.

Nearby one of four young 
Muslim men said he had 
prayed with the iman for years 
and he was well-respected in 
the community.

 “In our religion,” he said, 
“if you kill one person, it’s like 
killing everyone.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

LATE

Continued from Page 5 

Imam

Continued from Page 5 Continued from Page 4 

Jogger Dromm

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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Registration Hours: Mon–Thurs 5pm to 8pm & Sat 11am to 3pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~Musical Theater 
Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Salsa Caleña ~ Jumps & Turns  

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes  
Drama and Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons ~ Competitive Dance Team

Voted Best 
Children’s 

Gymnastics

Voted Best 
Adult Dance 

Studio

Voted Best 
Performing
Arts Camp

Voted Best 
Children’s

Dance 
Studio

Enrollment Has 
Begun 

OPEN HOUSE: Sat, 8/20 from 12pm to 3pm (free classes, demos, live DJ, tour the studio, meet the staff)

Enroll by 8/22 & the registration fee will be waived
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Sudoku 48 
Arts & Entertainment 48 

Crossword Puzzle 50 
Guide to Dining 55 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Folks who have met Marty Mayol 
of Marty’s Camera Repair call him a 
magician. He knows how to make all 
kinds of broken cameras work again. 
Even antique models that are over 100 
years old. 

Standing behind the counter of his 
cluttered second-floor workshop and 
camera “museum,” located at 71-25 

Austin St. in Forest Hills, just a few 
blocks from his apartment, Marty 
reminisced about the old days of man-
ual cameras and admitted that after 17 
years, he still enjoys schmoozing with 
customers and photographers. He also 
mentioned that he has been working 
with schools in the metro area, teach-
ing students how to use manual cam-
eras.

There were vintage cameras, lenses 

and parts everywhere in the work-
shop. On the counter, in a showcase, 
in boxes, and on shelves. Marty is part 
of a generation of old-time craftsmen 
who offered specialized skills and took 
pride in their work. But guys like him 
are no longer in high demand.

The digital craze has transformed 
the entire photographic field, and it’s 
hard to keep up with state-of-the-art 
changes when they happen in the blink 

of an eye. 
Since iPhones and Androids came 

on the scene, everybody has become a 
photographer and the average person 
doesn’t even need a camera to take 
amazing, or even good, photos. No light, 
zoom or distance adjustments; no fuss-
ing with all that confusing stuff people 
had to worry about back in the day, in 
order to take a decent picture. You just 

Marty Mayol stands in front of photos that were taken by some of his photography students.  Photo by Tammy Scileppi

COME BACKCAMERAS
A Forest Hills camera repair shop does double duty as lesson in photography’s history

Continued on Page 52

TimesLedger, Aug. 19-25, 2016TimesLedger, Aug. 19-25, 2016
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Answers in Sports

Carl Ballenas, chairman of the Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery, and Rhea Bel-Jon, 
daughter of metal muralist Nikos Bel-Jon, at a Sunday ceremony honoring Nikos Bel-
Jon's artistic legacy. Photo by Jo-Ann Raskin

HONORING A MASTER OF METAL

FILM

Movie Under the Stars: 
Finding Nemo — This 2003 fi lm 
from Pixar Animation tells the 
story of search undertaken by 
a clownfi sh named Marlin to 
fi nd his abducted son Nemo. 
On his journey, he joins forces 
with blue tang named Dory, 
learns to take risks and comes 
to terms with Nemo taking care 
of himself..
When: Friday, Aug. 19 from 8 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Astoria Heights 
Playground, Astoria Heights 
Park, Channel Park, Cross 
Bay Boulevard between East 
16th Road and East 18th Road, 
Broad Channel
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/19

Central Astoria Movies on 
the Waterfront: Jaws — 
Filmgoers at this show will be 
glad they’re safe on dry land as 
they watch Steven Spielberg’s 

classic horror movie that 
follows a great white shark’s 
path of destruction as well 
as the efforts of a police 
chief, a marine scientist and a 
roughand-tumble fi sherman 
to stop it. 
When: Monday, Aug. 22 from 
8:30 pm - 10 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard beteen the 
Hell Gate Bridge and the pool
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/22/
central-astoria-movies-on-the-
waterfront-jaws

EVENTS

Queens Day at the US Open 
— The US Open does not 
offi cially kick off until Aug. 
29, but the enterainment 
gets going before that, with 
the qualifying tournament 
offering lots of opportunities 
to see the stars of tomorrow 
as they they make their way 
toward the big show.  Aug. 

24 is Queens Day at the US 
Open, with match play, tennis 
clincs for the public and 
performances from musical 
groups.
When: Wednesday, Aug, 24, 
10 am - 6 pm (qualifying 
matches start at 11 am)
Where: USTA Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6363
Website: http://www.
queensbp.org/event/
celebrate-queens-
day-during-us-open-
qualifying/?instance_id=1818

SculptureCenter’s LIC 
Block Party — This outdoor 
event will take over the 
whole of SculptureCenter 
and the length of Sculpture 
Street (Purves Street) in Long 
Island City. The program will 
include live performances, 
family-friendly art activities, 
an Artists’ Market that will 
showcase affordable and 
functional art and objects, and 
food from local restaurants.
When: Saturday, Aug. 20, 12 
pm - 5 pm
Where: Perves Street at 
Jackson and 43rd avenues, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: sculputre-cener.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 54
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We were sort of lured to 
Grain House on Northern 
Boulevard in Little Neck un-
der false pretenses, not that 
we have anyone to blame but 
our selves. 

A friend insisted we must 
try their, xiao long bao, a.k.a. 
soup dumplings, a Shangha-
iese specialty. We leapt to the 
erroneous conclusion that this 
was a Shanghaiese establish-
ment, only to find, on arrival, 
that it bills itself as Szechuan. 
To add to the confusion, the 
owner is from Beijing, and 
the name, Grain House, refer-
ences northern culinary tra-
ditions. For a nanosecond we 
questioned the authenticity 
of a Chinese restaurant mix-
ing and matching regional 
styles. Then after mentally 
giving ourselves a forehead 
slap, we realized that so-called 
American restaurants feel no 
compunction about borrow-
ing from an unlimited palette 
of regional and international 

cuisines. Why should a Chi-
nese restaurant be held to a 
different standard?

This is a restaurant that 
knows how to make both Chi-

nese and non-Chinese diners 
feel at home. Our host asked us 
a question that we were never 
asked in a Chinese restaurant 
before: “Would you like your 

meal brought in courses or all 
at once?”  “As they are ready—
pretend we’re Chinese,” we re-
plied.  Usually ethnic Chinese 
restaurants bring dishes in 

a random, overlapping order, 
while those that cater to West-
erners observe courses. We 
were delighted, for once, to be 
asked our preference.

The soup dumplings that 
lured us here were more or 
less up to snuff. They delivered 
a satisfying squirt of intensely 
flavorful broth with each bite, 
but the wrapper was too thick. 
We tried a couple of universal 
crowd pleasers—hot and sour 
soup, and cold sesame noodles, 
both decent. The Mapo tofu 
was silky with plenty of com-
plexity, but didn’t deliver as 
much tingle and after burn as 
we’ve come to expect.

Grain House’s rendition of 
tea-smoked duck is not duck 
smoked not just with any old 
tea, but specifically “Salted 
Duckling Smoked with Lau-
raceae Tea.”  We’re not sure 
that we could distinguish it 
from Lipton’s after the smok-
ing is done, but it was a fine 
iteration of the Szechuan fave.

Where Grain House really 

The dishes that come under the category of "Crust of Cooked Rice" are among the Grain House's best. 
Photo by Suzanne Parker

Grain House aims to please diners—and does
Northern Boulevard restaurant at its best when delivering taste of the unexpected

DINING OUT

Every Monday & Tuesday enjoy unlimited 
11/4 lb. lobster dinner with sweet summer corn on the cob. 
Absolutely no sharing! No take-out orders or doggy bags, 

not with any other offers.

Continued on Page 52
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 19-25, 2016

By Ed Canty

Me(n)tal Work
Across
1. African capital
6. "Haste makes 
waste," e.g.
11. On, as a lamp
14. Amount of 
evidence?
15. 7 to 10 on the 
Beaufort Scale
16. Chicago-Detroit 
dir.
17. Where lab dishes 
may be stacked?
19. A patient 
response?
20. "American Pie" 
destination
21. Dilly-dally
23. Quits working
26. Competent
27. Certain skirts
28. Mother of 
mercy?
29. Got the lead out?
30. Abacus part
31. "All the way 
with ___" (political 
slogan)
34. Big cheese, 
perhaps
35. Stop
36. Hogwash
37. Ear prefix
38. Bring up the rear?
39. Fifth Avenue sight
40. Ale alternatives
42. Crowd
43. Gloom
45. Critical shortages
46. Flexible
47. Lowest ship deck
48. A pint, maybe
49. How to flunk an 
ROTC inspection?

54. Driving support?
55. Quartz used in 
marbles
56. Striped critter
57. Typical USNA 
grad.
58. Man of La 
Mancha
59. Clear, as a disk

Down
1. Look for answers
2. "The Sweetheart 
of Sigma ___"
3. Computer monitor, 
for short
4. Kicks back, in 
a way
5. Became attached 
to
6. Moorehead of 
"Bewitched"
7. Stun
8. Baba, for one

9. French copper
10. Coop flier
11. Flop, figuratively
12. As a whole
13. Giggle
18. Nights before the 
big day
22. "There once" 
follower
23. Sly character?
24. Part of TSE
25. Collectibles, 
perhaps
26. Stop
28. Bridge support
30. 4-H functions
32. Ending for air 
or sea
33. Photo files, in 
computer lingo
35. Having a good 
reputation
36. Exotic dancer

38. Some may be 
hidden
39. A warm heart to 
heart talk (yiddish)
41. "Wheel of 
Fortune" purchase
42. After-bath 
powder
43. "The final 
frontier"
44. "Hello Muddah, 
Hello Fadduh!" 
singer Sherman
45. Dinner bird
47. "Beetle Bailey" 
dog
50. Acted like a sap?
51. Org. for frequent 
strikers?
52. Triage sites, 
briefly
53. "Norma ___"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

NEW ENGLAND MENU
P E A R L S L I M B A T
O L L I E P A D U A A L E
L O B S T E R R O L L K E N
I N S E T S K L E E N E X

N E S T S U E D
C A B R E H A B T U B E
A I R E N E R O S T E A L
A D O S R O I E A T A
N E W T S E N L S R N A S
S N E E D I E T S S T S
B E N D D I A S

D R S E U S S C R E O L E
B E E C L A M C H O W D E R
U S A A L L O T N E I N S
S I D S E G S G R E A T

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 
 1-888-888-8801 •  rwnewyork.com 

 

OVER 300 SEATS 
WITH LIVE-GAME FEEL! 

ELECTRONIC BLACKJACK  

Get Rated for Every Bet! No Bad-Luck 
Dealers! Game Does the Math for You! 

PLAY.  DINE .  UNWIND.

 
IN FREE PLAY!IN FREE PLAY!

 
GET UP TO

PRODUCTIONS

The 5th Annual UNFringed 
Festival — Long Island City’s 
Secret Theatre is presenting 
a festival of 10 plays that call 
into question the way we 
see both ourselves and the 
world around us. The festival 
includes “As He Likes It,” a 
contemporary reworking of 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like 
It”; “Unturning,” a musical 
adaptation of Thomas Hardy’s 

“The Return of the Native”; and 
“Almost Awful,” about a doctor 
who runs a group therapy 
session—but may be worse off 
than his patients.
When: Through Aug. 21
Where: 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $18 general admission 
for each show
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com/
Unfringed2016-5.html

“La Cage aux Folles” — 
Harvey Fierstein and Jerry 
Herman’s award-winning 
musical about all kinds of 
marriage hits the stage 
at the Rockaway Theater 
Company.
When: Friday, Aug. 19 and 
Saturday, Aug. 20 at 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 21 at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden/
Rockaway
Cost: $20 adults, $15 seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org
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BY MERLE EXIT

For many kids, the summer 
that is about to end was a time 
to head for the beach or just re-
lax. But for the 30 young people 
who participated in the Muse-
um Education and Employment 
Program, the break between 
school years has been an oppor-
tunity to learn about museums 
and how they operate.

Samantha Wong, a 19-year-
old from Elmhurst, is one of 
those young people. Wong, a 
junior majoring in biology at 
Hunter College, said MEEP of-
fered her “the unique opportu-
nity to not only build up on my 
past knowledge and communi-
cation skills but also gave me 
the chance to create a tour. I 
created a tour about animal 
communication, noise pollu-
tion and a little bit of sound 
physics.”

MEEP, which is run by the 
American Museum of Natural 
History, lets its participants 
explore both their scientific 
and artistic sides. In addition 
to helping them master the dis-
ciplines that are the museum’s 
focus, it also encourages them 
to creatively use all the media 

at the museum’s disposal to 
put together engaging and in-
formative presentations.

As a child visiting the mu-
seum, Wong had fond memo-
ries of the whales sparking 
her interest in wanting to be-
come a marine biologist “so 
that I could swim with all the 
magnificent animals that are 
displayed in the Hall of Ocean 
Life.”  

Wong said that she was 
inspired by the World’s Sci-
ence Festival, where she saw a 
presentation called the Flame 
Challenge, in which scientists 
were challenged to answer dif-
ficult questions put to them by 
11-year-olds. “This year, the 
question was ‘What is sound?’  
It seemed like an easy topic to 
grasp, but breaking down the 
big idea into smaller compo-
nents in a way that is engag-
ing became a harder topic to 
grasp.”

Wong was responsible for 
developing her tour, which 
she said “correlates with dis-
covery, where we find a con-
nection between exhibits, 
research, then present our 
findings. Communications 
play such a big part, because 

science cannot have its full 
impact if the findings are not 
shared.”

To prepare, she touched 

upon her experiences of tour-
ing with the museum’s staff 
observing their communica-
tion styles, enthusiasm, and 

knowledge. Specific classes 
were given and after drawing 
up the tour she first presented 
it to her peers and supervisors. 
“When it comes to giving tours 
now I think of each tour as a 
preparation for the next, trying 
to learn from each tour, reflec-
tion on what parts were effec-
tive. As a tour guide, I find my-
self observing my actions and 
thinking of what to improve. 
This is the design process: 
think, build, test, repeat.”

As a student, she is hoping 
to do research for biomedical 
engineering and become a 
teacher or museum educator. 
“If I decide to take the path of 
education, I want to find ways 
to incorporate informal teach-
ing in a formal setting such as 
a classroom.  I want to create 
an environment for discov-
ery where students are self-
motivated and have the space 
to ask questions and create.  
Choose the path of biomedi-
cal engineering I have gained 
experience with the scientific 
method.  The museum not only 
covers topics related to biology 
in terms of adaptation, habitat 
and biodiversity but it teaches 
the process of discovery.”

Students in the Museum Education and Employment Program learn 
about both the principles of science and the art of presenting that sci-
ence to the public. Photo by Charles Gleberman

Using creativity to teach about science

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787
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shines is with the harder-to-
find dishes. Wood ear salad is 
a vinegary cold salad of tree 
ear mushrooms with the addi-
tion of hot peppers to get your 
attention. Signature Stir Fried 
taught us what to do with the 
garlic scapes (the flower stalks 
of the garlic plant) we’ve been 
hoarding in the back of our 
fridge from our garlic patch 
since June. Here a pile of them 
was put to good use, stir fried 
with a mélange of shrimp and 
sea food.

The menu category abso-
lutely not to be missed is “Crust 
of Cooked Rice.” These are a 
bunch of dishes served over 
blocks of something resem-
bling Rice Crispy treats.  They 
are formed from scorched rice 
from the bottom of the pan, 
called guoba. We opted for the 
shrimp version, which was a 

stir fry of shrimp and Shang-
hai cabbage accompanied by 
a separate bowl of broth to be 
dumped over the dish.  This 
was comfort food at its finest.  
Can’t help but love it.

The Bottom Line
Grain House hits the sweet 

spot between ethnic Chinese 
restaurant and neighborhood 
Chinese restaurant. Its deli-
cious food has universal ap-
peal. There is even an “Amer-
ican Chinese Food” menu 
category for the resolutely 
timid eater.  It’s a something-
for-everyone kinda place.  Ev-
ery nabe should have one of 
these.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eating 
Like Queens: A Guide to Ethnic 
Dining in America’s Melting 
Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She can be 
reached by e-mail at qnsfood-
ie@aol.com.

point and shoot…instant 
gratification.

But many photogra-
phers are bucking that 
trend. They like taking 
photos the old-school way 
and seem intrigued with 
the wide variety of vin-
tage cameras out there. 
Plus, those cameras, in 
addition to taking great 
pictures, make great 
collectibles. It’s no won-
der. Before going digital, 
cameras were mechani-
cal wonders. It took a 
while to figure them out 
and folks marveled at the 
new “technology.”

Pointing to a showcase 
filled with an array of vin-
tage cameras, Marty said 
he preferred the older 
models to anything that 
new technology had to of-
fer. “Those cameras, you 
had to adjust the speed, 
the F stop, the light. To-
day, the camera will do 
everything,” he said.

An avid photographer 
and history buff, Marty 
was excited to show off 
his collection of special 
models. There were just a 
few that he truly prized: 
The Nikon F1, F2, and F3 
were his favorites. And 
all were in working con-
dition.

Made of heavy metal, 
those models were con-
sidered top of the line for 

professionals during the 
’60s, ’70s and ’80s and are 
still used today. Marty 
demonstrated and ex-
plained the motor drive 
feature, which allowed 
photographers to take 
quick, consecutive shots 
for sports, etc.

Then he took out the 
crème de la crème of his 
collection: A beauty that 
was made over a cen-
tury ago in Rochester, 
N.Y., and which Marty 
said still worked. Marty 
recalled that a woman 
brought it in two years 
ago. She found it while 
cleaning the attic and 
it had belonged to her 
grandmother, who was a 
photographer.

The older-is-cooler 
trend seems to go hand in 
hand with a yearning for 
a simpler time, especially 
among millennials who 
love to scour thrift shops 
and flea markets for 
vintage finds and have 
a passion for decorating 
with, collecting and gift-
ing such items from the 
past as typewriters and 
record players.  

That nostalgic yen is 
quite evident in the pho-
tographic world. Over 
the past several years 
there has been a resur-
gence in shooting film 
photos. 

It turns out that film 

pics really do look differ-
ent from digital images. 
Before high-resolution 
digital images, you had 
to choose the right film 
size, which would de-
termine the resolution 
of your final image. Not 
too long ago, most people 
used 35mm cartridges. 
You can still get those, 
along with APS film, 
which is smaller than 
35mm, as well as medium 
format; even sheet film is 
still available.

For those who really 
want to go retro, there are 

manual-focus cameras. 
It’s an entirely different 
experience, like driving 
automatic vs. manual. 

The stereo camera is 
another option. In the 
Fifties, stereo cameras 
were used every day by 
the average person. By 
taking two pictures si-
multaneously, the cam-
era simulates the way we 
actually see and there-
fore creates the 3D effect 
when viewed.

Yet another fascinat-
ing gem was an actual 
James Bond-type minia-

ture Russian spy camera, 
that was used during the 
Cold War. Marty said he 
had fixed it and amaz-
ingly, it still worked. He 
compared it to a minia-
ture made-in-occupied-
Japan spy camera, made 
between 1947 and 1952.  

It’s surprising that 
before compact pocket 
film cameras came on 
the scene, so many cam-
era models—even those 
manufactured in the 
’80s—were made from 
heavy metal. “Drop a 
digital camera today, and 

you can forget about it, 
it’s plastic,” Marty noted.

As the interview drew 
to a close, it turned out 
that Marty was getting 
ready to move to another 
location, 60-18 Fresh Pond 
Rd. in Maspeth. He said 
he would be doing repairs 
at Cambridge World.

But his commitment 
to vintage cameras will 
remain, and the many ex-
amples of those cameras 
that he has collected will 
help keep an important 
part of photography’s 
history alive.

Continued from Page 47 

CAMERAS
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Dining Out

A small, working James Bond-style Russian spy camera from the Cold War era (l) and a tiny made-in-occupied-Japan model 
from WWII that still works. Photo by Tammy Scileppi

IF YOU GO

GRAIN HOUSE
249-11 Northern Blvd, Little 

Neck, NY 11362
(718) 229-8788

Price Range: Appetizers: 
$5.95—8.95, Mains: $13.95—
29.95
Cuisine: Mostly Szechuan
Setting: Small neighborhood 
Chinese
Service: Friendly and helpful
Hours: Lunch & Dinner seven 
days.
Reservations: Yes
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome
Music: No
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Visa/
MasterCard/Discover
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: NoThe Grain House gives Chinese cuisine a comfort-food spin. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker
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Italian Festival 2016 — 
Sponsored by Cellini Lodge 
#2206 of the Sons of Italy, the 
event features rides, games of 
chance, live music and what 
festival organizers call “the 
best zeppoles on Long Island.”
When: Wednesday, Aug. 24 - 
Sunday, Aug. 28 (Wednesday 
through Friday, 6 pm - 11 
pm; Saturday, 3 pm - 11 pm; 
Sunday, 3 pm - 10 pm)
Where: Michael J. Tully Park, 
Denton Avenue and Evergreen 
Avenue, New Hyde Park
Cost: Adults, $1; children 
under 8, free
Contact: (516) 747-1680
Website: www.
cellinilodge2206.org

Dance Away the Night 
Tango — Get a taste of the 
“authentic Buenos Aires 
Tango feeling” as the Strictly 
Tango NYC Dance School 
teaches how to do the moves 
that characterize Argentina’s 
signature art form. With live 
music and open dancing 
as well as lessons, this 
promises to be a fun evening 
for both novices and long-
time tango dancers.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 24, 6 
pm - 9 pm
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park, Center Boulevard 
between 50th Avenue and 
54th Avenue, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.
nycgovparks.org/parks/
hunters-point-south-park/
events/2016/08/24/arts-
culture-fun-dance-away-the-
nighttango

MUSIC

Toshi Reagon and BIGLovely 
— Singer-songwriter-guitarist 
Toshi Reagon has moved 
audiences with her big-
hearted, hold-nothing-back 
approach to rock, blues, 
R&B, country, folk, spirituals 
and funk.  Leading her band 
BIGLovely, Reagon’s concert 
celebrates all that’s dynamic, 
progressive and uplifting in 
American music.
When: Friday, Aug. 19, 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-13 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16 general admission; 
$10 Flushing Town Hall 
members, students and 
Queens College faculty and 
staff members
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x 222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Southern Queens ‘Classic’ 
Hip Hop & Reggae/Gospel 
Fest — Council Member 
Ruben Wills and NYC Parks 
are presenting a weekend of 
food, fun and music. From 
noon until 4 pm on Saturday, 
District 28 Day 2016 will 
offer food from Applebee’s 
Elmont and the sounds of a 
live DJ at the 150th Street 
extension between 130th 
and 133rd avenues. Then, 
two events, one celebrating 
hip-hop music and reggae, 
and the other presenting 
gospel performers, will take 
place. Admission to all events 
is free. 
 ‘Classic’ Hip Hop & Reggae 
and Gospel Fest (including  
Biz Markie, DJ Norie and 
Nice & Smooth
When: Saturday, Aug. 20, 
4 pm - 7 pm (Rain date: 
Satturday, Aug. 27)
Where: 150th Street 
Extension between 130th and 
133rd avenues .
Contact: (718) 206-2068
Gospel Fest (hosted by 
Liz Black, featuring Carol 
Maraj, Dave James, Robin 
Campos, Rayon Brandt, Jah 
Pierce. Perth and more)
When: Sunday, Aug. 21, 4 
pm - 7 pm (Rain date:Sunday, 
Aug. 28)
Where: Sutphin Boulevard 
and Rockaway Blvd
Contact: (718) 206-2068

Queens College Choral 
Society auditions — Be a 
part of the 75th anniversary 
of the QCCS. Composed 
of talented community 
members ranging from high 
schoolers to graduate, the 
QC choir and chorus are 
looking for new members. 
Give your vocal skills a test 
at the fi rst of three auditions 
for this season’s QCCS and 
try for a spot in a group 
that will be performing 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
plus a work composed just 
for them in December at 
Colden Auditorium, Queens 
College. Auditions are by 
appointment.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 24, 6 
pm - 9 pm 
Where: Lefrak Hall, Queens 
College (Reeves Avenue side 
of the campus)
Contact: Email for to 
set up an audition at 
musicdirector@accsny.com 
or ejharpist @aol.com
Website: www.
qcchoralsociety.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

The Sammie & Tudie Show 
at Forest Park Carousel — 
With their signature brand of 
silliness, Sammie and Tudie will 
take kids, as well as parents, 
on a wild ride of fun, magic 

and zany props. Created for all 
members of the family. Stop by 
after each show to say hello!
When: Saturday, Aug. 20, 2 pm 
- 2:45 pm and 4 pm - 4:45 pm
Where: Forest Park Carousel, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: http://www.
forestparkcarousel.
com/?page_id=13

CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents Puss in Boots — The 
classic tale of a poor, unhappy 
young man and his faithful pet 
cat, who turns out to have both 
the gift of gab and a plan to 
help improve his master’s life, 
gets an up-to-the-minute twist 
in this adventurous show.
When: Tuesday, Aug. 23, 
10:30am - 11:30 am
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Little Neck
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/23/
puppets-in-the-park

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

“Carry On” — This exhibition 
at Dorsky Gallery Curatorial 
Programs showcases the 
work of six artists, all recent 
graduates from the SUNY 
New Paltz Photography and 
Printmaking Programs. Each 
of them employs unique 
strategies and media to 
address periods of transition 
when our emotional or 
physical baggage—or “carry 
on”—is experienced more 
acutely.
When: Through Sept. 2, 
Monday - Friday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Dorsky Gallery 
Curatorial Programs, 11-03 45th 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 937-6317
Website: www.dorsky.org

FITNESS

Yoga — Taught by Monique 
Schubert and Yojaida 
Estrella, participants are 
encouraged to integrate 
their yoga practices with 
this very special waterfront 
environment of nature and 
art. 
When: Saturdays, from 9:30 
am - 10:30 am and 11 am - 12 
pm; and Sundays, 10 am - 11 am, 
through Sept. 25
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, Broadway at Vernon 
Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

Continued from Page 48 

Arts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 19–25, 201656    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

Pricing excludes tax, title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 (720+ FICO score) credit approval to receive ad specials. 

Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expire 8/31/16.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

855-782-1680

�
NO

 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�

N O  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT     

INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY NEW AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

ALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET

MALIBU LT
2016 CHEVROLET

CRUZE LT
2016 CHEVROLET

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 
1 approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due 
at Lease Signing = $139 or $99 1st payment, $3,495 down payment, $0 
Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $1,660 
Factory Rebate and $1,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,336.

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 
1 approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due 
at Lease Signing = $129 or $89 1st payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 
Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $1,530 
Factory Rebate and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,096.

- LEASE FOR -- LEASE FOR -

$139$129 $99$89
/MONTH LEASE/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE/MONTH LEASE

with $1,000 
Conquest Rebate

with $500 
Conquest Rebate

OROR

Stk# 161951, Reference# 40718, Auto, 1.5L Turbo, Rear Camera, 
Push Button Start, 4G LTE, Bluetooth. 1 Available! MSRP $25,895

Stk# 161454, Reference# 40720, Auto, 1.4L V4, 4 Cyl Turbo, 
Bluetooth, 4G LTE.  1 Available! MSRP $21,995

CONQUEST REBATE: ......................................-$1,000CONQUEST REBATE: ........................................ -$500

MSRP ........................................................$25,895
EAST HILLS REBATE: ....................................-$1,000
FACTORY REBATE: ....................................... -$2,000

MSRP ........................................................ $21,995
EAST HILLS REBATE: ....................................-$1,000
FACTORY REBATE: ........................................-$1,000

$22,895$19,995

$21,895$19,495 PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

2016 CHEVROLET

EQUINOX AWD LT
2020166 CHEEVRROLLETET

EQUINOX AWD LT

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 
1 approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due 
at Lease Signing = $139 or $99 1st payment, $2,795 down payment, $0 
Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $1,809 
Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,336.

- LEASE FOR -

$139 $99
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate

OR

Stk# 1620453, Reference# 40721, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth,
Rear Camera, AM/FM, Airbags, ABS. 1 Available! MSRP $31,825

SELECT BONUS CASH: ......................................-$750
CONQUEST REBATE: ......................................-$1,500

MSRP ........................................................ $31,825
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................................-$2,000
FACTORY REBATE: ........................................-$1,000

$28,825

$26,575PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

2016 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 
approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at 
Lease Signing = $599 or $559 1st payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 
Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $2,000 
Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $23,361.

- LEASE FOR -

$599 $559
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $2,000 
Conquest Rebate

OR

Stk# 161819, Reference# 40737, Auto, 5.3L V8, Leather, Heated Seats, 
Bench Seats 4G LTE, Roof Rack, Cross Rails. 1 Available! MSRP $59,420

CONQUEST REBATE: .....................................-$2,000

MSRP ........................................................$59,420
EAST HILLS REBATE: ....................................-$3,420
FACTORY REBATE ........................................  -$1,000

$55,000

$53,000PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

2016 CHEVROLET

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 
approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at 
Lease Signing = $199 or $179 1st payment, $3,995 down payment, $0 
Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $2,540 
Factory Rebate and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $7,761.

- LEASE FOR -

$199 $179
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate

OR

Stk# 162041, Reference# 40725, Auto, 5.3L V8, A/C, Power Windows/Locks,
LT Convenience Pkg, ABS, Tilt, Stabilitrak, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $39,620!

CONQUEST REBATE: ........................................ -$500

MSRP ........................................................$39,620
EAST HILLS REBATE: ....................................-$3,465
FACTORY REBATE ........................................ -$2,500

$33,655

$33,155PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

2017 CHEVROLET

TRAVERSE AWD LT

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 
approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at 
Lease Signing = $199 or $159 1st payment, $3,495 down payment, $0 
Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $2,250 
Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $7,761.

- LEASE FOR -

$199 $159
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate

OR

Stk# 161512, Reference# 40723, Auto, 3.6L V6, 7 Passenger, Heated 
Front Seats, Rear Camera, Bluetooth, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $37,965

SELECT BONUS CASH: ......................................-$750
CONQUEST REBATE: ......................................-$1,500

MSRP .........................................................$37,965
EAST HILLS REBATE: .................................... -$1,790
FACTORY REBATE .......................................... $1,000

$35,175

$32,925PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

Stk# 161454 Referenc

ALL NEW

* For LIFE means for as long as you own the vehicle.

3 Day/100 Mile 
Vehicle Exchange

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes for LIFE*
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional

$250 Referral 
Rewards

Annual New York State 
Inspections for LIFE*

Members-Only Parts 
& Service Pricing

Priority Service 
Scheduling

Service Loaner 
Vehicles

Towing Protection

Drop-Off Valet 
Service

Shuttle Service

DOUGLASTON

DOUGLASTON

OVER 100 
SUBURBANS 
AVAILABLE
WITH MSRP
STARTING AT

$59,420

0
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E

P
T

C O U N T R Y

WELCOME TO
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Former US Open cham-
pion and world No. 1 Andy 
Roddick admits that he’s a bit 
of a nerd. 

Roddick says he would 
spend his entire day read-
ing up on sports history if he 
could, but more often than 
not, he’s a bit preoccupied 
playing tennis. 

Despite retiring in 2012, 
Roddick has stayed on the 
court as much as possible and 
his jam-packed schedule has 
frequently made it difficult to 
devote any time to in-depth 
historical research. Luckily, 
his most recent tennis endea-
vour has allowed him to meld 
his two interests. 

Playing in the inaugual 
season for the New York Em-
pire—the latest team to join 
the Mylan World TeamTen-
nis league—Roddick is front 
and center for tennis history. 
The longtime tennis star 
made his Forest Hills Sta-
dium debut Aug. 9 and joined 
the Empire for a road match-
up the next night. Roddick, 
of course, was determined to 
play well, but his inner histo-
rian was also pretty excited 
at the prospect of playing at 

the stadium. 
“I don’t have a lot of firsts 

left, playing in certain places 
and seeing certain things,” 
Roddick said. “But I recently 
got to play in Newport at the 
Hall of Fame and then to play 
here a month later is a big 
deal to me.”

Although this was the 
first time Roddick played at 
Forest Hills Stadium, it was 
far from his first time on the 
WTT circuit. In fact, the Ne-
braska native can trace his 
personal tennis roots back to 
the league, which Billie Jean 
King has been commissioner 
and major owner of since 
1984. 

“I was 17 and before I even 
had a ranking of any sort, 
Billie Jean kind of gave me 
a shot with a team in Idaho,” 
Roddick said. 

Roddick isn’t 17 years old 
anymore, but he still relishes 
the opportunities that WTT 
presents, particularly at this 
point in his career. 

Over the last four years 
since announcing his retire-
ment at the US Open, Roddick 
has devoted his time to char-
ity work – pouring his re-
sources into his eponymous 

BY LAURA AMATO

An Olympic medal is com-
ing back to St. John’s and this 
one is historic. 

Former Red Storm stand-
out and Bronx native Daryl 
Homer clinched silver in the 
individual men’s sabre in Rio 
Aug. 10, becoming just the 
fourth United States fencer 
to medal in the event and the 
first since 1984. 

It is also the first time a 
St. John’s fencer has medaled 
since Keeth Smart took silver 
in the team saber competition 
at the 2008 Beijing Summer 
Olympics.

Team USA, which also won 
bronze in the team competi-
tion, is still searching for an-
other gold in the spot—a cen-
tury-long quest—but Homer’s 
accomplishment is not to be 
diminished. 

Homer’s victory in the 
semifinal was an edge-of-your 
seat drama as he clinched a 
championship berth with a 15-
14 victory over Iran’s Mojtaba 
Abedini. 

Homer—who competed for
the Red Storm from 2008-
2012 and entered the Olym-
pic games ranked 10th in the 
world—battled back from a 6-3 
deficit to take a two-point lead 
at the break. 

He jumped out to a 12-9 lead, 
but Mojtaba won the next three 
touches, tying the score. But 
Homer didn’t back away from 
the pressure. He attacked, and 
emerged the victor. 

In the championshiop 
match, Homer faced off against 
Hungary’s Aron Szilagyi, who 
won the gold medal in men’s 
individual saber at the 2012 
London Olympics. Once again, 
he found himself down early. 

Homer cut into Szilagyi’s 
lead down the stretch, clawing 
back to make it 14-8, but that 
was as close as he would get. 

Despite the final loss, it’s 
difficult for Team USA to be 
too disappointed with Homer’s 
silver. The Rio games mark 

the first time the United States 
secured multiple medals in 
individual fencing (Alex Mas-
sialas took a silver medal in 
foil) since the 1904 St. Louis 
Games. 

Homer has been front and 
center throughout the leadup 
to Rio, appearing in several 
TV spots as well as snagging 
modeling gigs with Vogue and 
Us Weekly. His less-than-usual 
introduction to fencing has 
captured the Olympics-watch-
ing world by storm. 

Born in the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, he moved to the Bronx 
with his mother at 5, and first 
discovered fencing when he 
saw a picture of it in a chil-
dren’s dictionary. It took a TV 
commercial, however, to ce-
ment Homer’s interest. 

“A commercial for AT&T 
that featured two black fenc-
ers came on. I pointed it out to 
my mom, and I think just the 

visual of seeing these black 
males fencing was enough to 
make her think this was some-
thing that was attainable,” he 
told The Players’ Tribune last 
September. 

Homer went on to train at 
the New York Fencers Club and 
was a four-time All-American 
at St. John’s. His coach with 
Team USA, Yury Gelman, also 
served as Homer’s coach with 
the Red Storm. 

Homer had plenty of con-
fidence heading into Rio, but 
now, with two Olympics under 
his belt and a medal around 
his neck, the fencing star isn’t 
slowing down. 

His career—for now—may 
be defined by one move and 
one moment, but Homer is al-
ways ready for the next chal-
lenge. He’ll savor this experi-
ence, but he’s got his sights set 
on even more. 

Continued on Page 58

Daryl Homer holds the silver medal he won at the men's individual sabre 
event at the 2016 Summer Olympics. AP / Andrew Medichini

Andy Roddick spoke about his love of tennis history and the chance 
to play at Forest Hills Stadium ahead of his two-game stint with the 
New York Empire last week.  CNG / Laura Amato

Homer scores silver
Former St. John’s fencer takes medal in men’s sabre

Roddick hits books 
as well as baseline
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BY LAURA AMATO

He may be 7 feet tall now, 
but WWE Superstar Big 
Cass—who was born William 
Morrissey—didn’t always 
tower above the crowd. Ten 
years ago, he was a scrawny 
5-foot-8 kid who was cut from 
the varsity basketball team at 
Archbishop Molloy. 

Cass wanted to play basket-
ball at Molloy, but his height 
disadvantage made it hard to 
compete at the varsity level. 
He didn’t make it beyond try-
outs during his freshman and 
sophomore years. Then, ju-
nior year came and Cass hit 
a growth-spurt of epic propor-
tions. 

“I sprouted my junior year 
and I grew about 10 inches to 
a foot in the course of a year. 
Jack Curran was the basket-
ball coach there and he came 
up to me one day and said, 
‘Hey, you should start train-
ing with the basketball team,’” 
Cass said. “I said OK and I 
tried out for the team and I 
made the team my senior year 
at 6-foot-8.”

“Molloy was awesome. I 
was in Catholic school my en-
tire life up until college and 
that’s a blessing – it taught me 
a lot of life lessons that I carry 
with me to this day.”

After graduating from 
Molloy, Cass went on to NYU 
where he played basketball 
from 2005 to 2009, but despite 
his success on the hardwood, 
he couldn’t shake some other 
athletic dreams. He wanted to 
wrestle—in the WWE. 

“I was always passionate 
about it from a very young 
age,” Cass said. 

After participating in sev-
eral wrestling leagues and go-
ing through a few in-ring name 
changes, Cass landed with the 
WWE’s developmental league, 
Florida Championship Wres-

tling, in June 2011. The league 
was rebranded into NXT in 
August 2012 and Cass picked 
up a partner, Enzo Amore. The 
pair, who met when they were 
teenagers playing pick-up bas-
ketball on West 4th Street, be-
came fan favorites in NXT and 
after three years of competi-
tion, made their main roster 
debut earlier this year. 

They’ve since only grown 
more popular. Fans across the 
country can recite Enzo and 
Cass’ entrance speech with 
practiced ease and it doesn’t 
surprise either one of them 
when fans start shouting catch 
phrases at them on the street. 

“People will come up and 
say ‘How you doin’ ’’ or ‘You 
can’t teach that’ when you’re 
like in the grocery store or 
whatever,” Cass said. “That 
happens a lot, actually.”

This has been his dream 
for as long as he can remem-
ber and if he has to recite a 
few lines to appease fans, he’s 
happy to do it. 

“It’s just been a tremendous 

ride that we’ve been on ever 
since our debut,” Cass said. 
“The biggest thing is when we 
go out there, our main goal is 
to entertain and have fun with 
the fans. It’s very genuine.”

With the WWE Universe 
undergoing a brand extension 
last month, Cass knows the fu-
ture is bright in the ring. 

His in-ring accent isn’t 
quite as thick out of character, 
but Cass is still a New Yorker 
at heart. Even all those years 
after not making the basket-
ball team at Molloy, the Glen-
dale native simply wants to 
compete. He’s anxious to per-
form at his first SummerSlam 
at Barclays Center on Aug. 
21 – his friends have already 
booked a suite—and he’s got 
his sights set on a WWE Tag 
Team Championship. 

“It’s our No. 1 goal and it’s 
where we’re focused,” Cass 
said. “You need guys that are 
competitive, you need guys 
that hate losing, you need guys 
that always want to win. That’s 
the team I want to be on.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Morgan Tinari knew 
something had to change. 

A year after an injury-
plagued sophomore season 
kept her on the sidelines more 
often than she would have 
liked, the St. John’s women’s 
soccer standout made a deci-
sion. 

She was going to change. 
She was also going to stop 
trying to score goals. 

For most soccer players, 
that decision wouldn’t make 
much sense. But Tinari was 
determined. She was going 
to do whatever it took to help 
her team win, Last season 
that meant passing the ball. 

Tinari’s plan didn’t just 
work, it paid off in meta-
phorical spades as she led the 
Big East and ranked 27th na-
tionally with nine assists in 
2015. Now, she is facing her 
senior season with a similar 
approach—pass first, win 
games. 

“I’m more of a team player 
in general, so I worry more 
about the team than say look-
ing to take credit for a goal,” 
Tinari said. “So for me, I love 
it. I think it’s the best feeling 
getting an assist on a goal. I 
know people wouldn’t really 
think it’s that cool, but to me 
I love it.”

Tinari had plenty of team-
mates to pass to last season—
particularly record-setting 
Red Storm forward Rachel 
Daly—but things are bit dif-
ferent this fall. 

Daly is gone, as are sever-
al other key players from last 
year’s NCAA Tournament 
squad, but Tinari isn’t wor-
ried. She’s already settled 
into a leadership role during 
the preseason and has spent 
the better part of the last few 
weeks working on finding 
that all-important chemistry 
with the players on the front 
line. 

“Since we don’t have those 
key players, I think our big 
thing is to work as a team,” 
Tinari said. “If our team isn’t 
going in the same direction, 
then we’re not going in the 
right direction. So as leaders 
we kind of have a big sense of 
loyalty to each other. If we’re 
not loyal to the person next 
to us, then it’s not going to 
work.”

Tinari has also worked 
on expanding her own game 

over the summer, adding a bit 
of power on her crosses and 
working on her timing. The 
St. John’s coaching staff has 
already started taking notice 
of the midfielder’s efforts. 

“She was always someone 
who could serve a great ball, 
cross a great ball,” Red Storm 
coach Ian Stone said. “In fact, 
when I first started recruit-
ing her I primarily recruited 
her as a wide player because 
she could cross a great ball 
with her right foot.”

“But she’s definitely devel-
oped that even further now. 
She plays a range of different 
passes and through balls and 
she’s just really intelligent. 
She can read people’s runs 
and put the ball on a dime, 
right where she needs it.”

Tinari hasn’t scored a 
goal since Aug. 22, 2014, but 
she can’t bring herself to 
care. She did assist on three 
game-winners last season, 
however, so sbe feels as if it 
all evens out in the end. 

A year after deciding to 
revamp her game, Tinari 
couldn’t be happier with her 
choice. She’s a team-focused 
player and Tinari knows she 
doesn’t get an assist her if 
teammate doesn’t get a goal. 

Somehow, that makes that 
stat a little bit sweeter. 

“Just knowing that assist-
ing a goal can help our team, 
I try and basically do every-
thing I can to make sure we 
win games,” Tinari said. “So 
if that means I’m not scor-
ing, I’m completely fine with 
that.”

St. John's soccer standout 
Morgan Tinari led the Big East 
in assists last year and now, as a 
senior, she's determined to keep 
setting up her teammates.  

Photo Courtesy of St. John's Athletics

Before he was Big Cass, wrestling on Monday Night RAW, he was William 
Morrissey, a scrawny kid who just wanted to make the basketball team 
at Archbishop Molloy.  Photo Courtesy of WWE

For SJU’s Tinari, 
winning is the goal

WWE star has his roots 
in Molloy hoops squad

foundation—and expand-
ing his own career opportuni-
ties. He joined the staff at Fox 
Sports 1 in 2013 and co-hosted 
the station’s flagship program 
Fox Sports Live before serv-
ing as an analyst for the BBC’s 
Wimbledon coverage in 2015. 

“I loved the opportunity I 

was afforded at Fox,” Roddick 
said. “I’m happy for the experi-
ence. I don’t know what the fu-
ture holds as far as broadcast 
for me. Nothing on the imme-
diate horizon, but I certainly 
enjoyed it.”

Although Roddick isn’t 
keen on committing to any 
soon-to-come endeavours—
tennis or broadcast—he is 
anxious to see what the future 
of U.S. tennis holds. He’s a his-

torian at heart, but Roddick 
remembers what it’s like to be 
a young player and he’s excited 
at what the next wave of home-
grown talent can bring to the 
court. 

“If you want to equate our 
young tennis prospects to a 
farm system in baseball, I 
think it’s as good as it’s looked 
in 15 or 20 years,” Roddick 
said.

Roddick
Continued from Page 57
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BY LAURA AMATO

After a difficult string of 
games that saw a handful of 
big-time players make their 
way to the DL and manager 
Terry Collins shut down a 
post-game press conference 
in three minutes, the Mets 
finally received some good 
news Aug. 11 when Jose Reyes 
made his on-field return with 
the Brooklyn Cyclones. 

Reyes spent two games 
with the Clones as part of his 
rehab assignment after suf-
fering a left oblique strain 
that kept him sidelined for 
nearly two weeks. 

It was Reyes’ second stint 
with the Cyclones this sum-
mer. He played in two games 
at MCU Park on June 27 and 
June 28 after the Mets signed 
him to a minor league deal 
following his release from the 
Rockies. Reyes returned to 
Citi Field July 5, but played in 
just 16 games before suffering 
this latest setback. 

Reyes got the call to head 
to Brooklyn Aug. 10 and the 
former All-Star was just 
happy to get a bat back in his 
hands. 

“I got to swing,” Reyes said 
of what he enjoyed most about 
his first game back. “There’s 
no complaints—it was a good 
game. It’s good for me to see 
everything go well.”

In his first 16 games with 
the Mets Reyes, a switch-hit-
ter, hit .239 with three home 
runs, but struggled hitting 
from the right side after sus-
taining the strain. 

He said he didn’t feel any 
discomfort in Brooklyn and 
hoped to use his time with the 
Cyclones to try out a handful 
of batting stances. 

“I’ve been hitting in bat-

ting practice,” Reyes said. “I 
mean, just swing the bat as 
much as I can.”

Reyes didn’t record a hit 
in his first game back, but did 
work a pair of walks and stole 
second twice—something 
that particularly impressed 
Cyclones skipper Tom Gam-
boa. 

“It’s good that he estab-
lished his health in the game 
and stole a couple of bags,” 
Gamboa said.

Reyes connected on a pair 
of hits in his second game 
with the Clones and returned 
to the Mets a day ahead of 
schedule, joining the lineup 
at Citi Field Aug. 13. 

Reyes’ season has been 
packed with headlines. He be-
gan the year with a domestic 
violence suspension through 
the end of May, but his return 
to the Mets had many fans 
hoping he could help spark 

the squad’s lineup. His first 
two games with the Clones 
drew some of their biggest 
crowds all summer. 

This time in Brooklyn, 
however, Reyes said things 
were a bit easier and the 
lights coming off the Coney 
Island Boardwalk weren’t 
quite as blinding. 

“I feel more comfortable 
now because [the last time] I 
wasn’t doing anything, I was 
sitting at home,” Reyes said. 
“I mean there’s no pressure, I 
just want to be good.”

Reyes exclusively played 
at third during both of his 
Brooklyn stints, but will like-
ly receive the majority of his 
starts at shortstop with the 
Mets. He doesn’t care where 
he plays, Reyes just wants to 
win. 

“I want to contribute ev-
erything I can. I want to win 
again,” Reyes said.

BY LAURA AMATO

Tom Gamboa can’t quite re-
member what year it was, but 
he knows it was a Saturday af-
ternoon when he first saw fu-
ture Mets pitching star Jesse 
Orosco.

Gamboa, the current 
Brooklyn Cyclones manager, 
was working for the Major 
League Scouting Bureau at 
the time—a position he held 
from 1976 to 1978—and was 
in charge of prospects across 
Southern California. 

He had heard a lot about a 
left-hander who, despite not be-
ing drafted out of high school, 
was sparking discussion in 
baseball circles across the 
state. So, one Saturday after-
noon, Gamboa got in his car, 
drove to Santa Barbara, Calif., 
and changed baseball history. 

He watched Orosco that 
day and with one conversation 
set in motion a string of events 
that set up the Mets’ 1986 World 
Series championship. 

“He weighed—maybe—150 
pounds, probably more like 
145. Skinny as a rail,” Gamboa 
said of his first impression of 
Orosco. “But he really knew 
how to pitch. He had a feel for 
watching a hitter swing and 
knowing how to throw his tim-
ing off and he had the makings 
of a good breaking ball.”

When Gamboa watched 
Orosco pitch that fateful day, 
he was far from a World Series 
contender. 

In fact, just a few innings 
into the game, Orosco was 
barely hitting mid-80s on his 
fastball. 

“For the first two innings 
he started, his velocity was 
OK,” Gamboa said. “But be-
cause he was so slender, by 
the third or fourth inning he 
was barely hitting 80 miles per 
hour on the radar gun. And I 
turned him in as a fringe Ma-
jor League prospect.”

Major League scouts ques-
tioned Gamboa’s sanity when 
he turned in his reports, flab-
bergasted that he would sug-
gest Orosco was ready for the 
next level. Gamboa, however, 
was adamant. 

He didn’t have the power to 
sign Orosco to a Major League 
contract—the Major League 
Scouting Bureau existed to 
help set up relationships be-
tween prospects and clubs—
but promised the pitcher and 
his family the future was 

bright. 
Gamboa came through on 

his promise when the Minne-
sota Twins drafted Orosco in 
1978 on the suggestion of scout 
Jesse Flores. Flores heard of 
Orosco because of Gamboa. 

Orosco was traded to the 
Mets after one season in the 
minors and the rest, as Gam-
boa said, “is history.”

Orosco won two World Se-
ries in his career—notching 
another title in 1988 with the 
Dodgers—and still holds the 
Major League record for ca-
reer pitching appearances, 
with 1,252 games.

Orosco and Gamboa’s paths 
didn’t cross much during their 
respective careers in the big 
leagues, but the pair did meet 
again in 2009 when Gamboa 
was working with the San 
Diego Padres. Once again, he 
changed the life of an Oros-
co—signing Jesse Orosco. Jr. 
to the club. 

The pair saw each other for 
the first time in years when 
Orosco threw out the first 
pitch at MCU Park Aug. 11 and 
it was as if no time had passed. 
For Gamboa, it was like watch-
ing that teenager throw in 
Santa Barbara all over again. 

“What a career,” Gamboa 
said. “And what a great guy, 
an integral in-the-clubhouse 
guy all those years with the 
Mets. It was great to see him 
and great for Mets fans.”

Left-hander Jesse Orosco (l) is best 
remembered for working the final 
out of the 1986 World Series, but 
his career began when Cyclones 
manager Tom Gamboa saw him 
pitch years before in California.  

Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Mets infielder Jose Reyes made his second trip to Brooklyn this sum-
mer, to play for two games for the Cyclones before returning to the 
big-league team last week.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Orosco, mentor 
share memories 

Reyes returns to Mets 
after 2nd Cyclones stint 
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designation, which was issued 
on March 16 and lasts for three 
years, verifies that Jamaica 
Hospital’s trauma unit acts 
with a premier level of pre-
paredness and care.

Bruce Flanz, the hospital’s 
chief executive officer, said 
the hospital is near the inter-
section of three expressways 
and the closet hospital to John 
F. Kennedy Airport. Several of 
the trauma team staff were on 
hand for the announcement, 
including Beverly Brown, RN, 
the trauma program manager 
and Dr. Jeffrey Chan, a trauma 
surgeon. Brown said the na-
tional standards determined 
by the ACS offered a greater 
uniformity of care throughout 
the country.

“It makes sure that trauma 
centers are doing the same 
thing,” she said. “You can’t 
have a hospital in Pennsylva-
nia doing something different 
from a hospital in New York.”

Chan agreed, saying that 
the new designation was a wel-
come affirmation of the qual-
ity of care the hospital has 
offered since it first began pro-
viding trauma care in 1985. 

A Level 1 trauma center 
must be able to provide total 
care from the arrival of the 
patient to dismissal. The ACS 
conducted an analysis of qual-
ity indicators for the hospital’s 
previous 12 months and con-
ducted a site visit. Chief Operat-
ing Officer William Lynch said 
the standards the hospital had 
to adhere to in order to garner 
the ACS Level 1 designation 
were varied and exhaustive.

“Do we have anaesthesia 

24/7? Do we have an operat-
ing room available 24/7? If the 
first team goes into surgery, is 
the second team available on 
call?” he said, citing a few of 
the many examples of indica-
tors that ACS investigated in 
its analysis. He said the desig-
nation could be an additional 
assurance to EMT workers in 
the field who were bringing 
their patients to Jamaica Hos-
pital. 

Finally, he said the designa-
tion was particularly impor-
tant considering the wide area 
Jamaica Hospital covered, 
including most of southern 
Queens, eastern Brooklyn and 
the Rockaway Peninsula. The 
nearest Level 1 Trauma Cen-
ter besides Jamaica Hospital 
was New York Presbyterian 
Queens in Flushing.

“In the south Queens area,” 
Lynch said, “we’re it.”

signatures.
“I am extremely grateful 

for the work Darryl Fox and 
our legal team did in prepar-
ing for this case,” Jung said 
in his release. “Darryl Fox is 
one of the best election law-
yers in New York and did an 
outstanding job.”

Stavisky told a differ-
ent story, however, quoting 
the court which she said de-
scribed Jung’s argument as a 
“poorly prepared case,” with 
a majority of objections that 
were “frivolous.” Her law-
yers were able to restore an 
undeclared number of signa-
tures which had been taken 
off, she said.

Jung’s campaign repeated 
its charges of alleged patron-
age within the BOE, where 
officials appoint friends and 
family to keep control.

“Sen. Stavisky’s petitions 
have been gutted by the BOE 
and the court,” said Kyle Sul-

livan, Jung’s campaign man-
ager. “The court, however, re-
fused to follow standard legal 
procedure. It was nothing but 
a kangaroo court, controlled 
by the Queens Democratic 
Party and their lawyers.”

Stavisky campaign man-
ager Veronca Ng said Jung 
had attempted to have signa-
tures removed based on gen-
der and ethnicity.

“They challenged many 
signatures of Asian Ameri-
cans who choose to use an 
American name, and sought 
to disqualify women who had 
used their married name,” 
she said.

Jung challenged Stavisky 
two years ago for her seat in 
the 2014 primary, which she 
won with 60 percent of the 
vote.

 Lawyers from the Corpo-
ration Council of the City of 
New York, who represented 
Stavisky, said the court docu-
ments could be available next 
week

The Democratic primary 
is scheduled for Sept. 13.

stripped from them. Violence 
against women during mass 
killings and genocide is an 
issue in its own right that 
needs to be further studied 
by scholars and better known 
by the public at large. We also 

want to show that the lessons 
from World War II have not 
been heeded, and genocide 
and mass violence continue 
into the present with no sign 
of slowing down.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

students in the State once 
and for all.” 

Moya, the bill’s prime 
sponsor in the Assembly, said 
the quickest way to pass the 
DREAM Act is to once again 
achieve a Democratic major-
ity in the Senate. 

“Our community needs 
to stand and fight to flip the 
Senate this year, because our 
children’s futures can no lon-
ger wait,” he said. 

Out of roughly 4,500 un-
documented students who 
graduate from New York pub-
lic schools each year only 5 
to 10 percent are able to get a 
college education because of 
the financial burden, accord-

ing to Peralta.
“I have always believed in 

higher education for every-
one regardless of race, socio-
economic background or im-
migration status,” Stavisky 
said. “In today’s workforce, a 
degree is essential for a bright 
future. We cannot allow any 
more prospective students 
to be ignored because they 
can’t afford an education. As 
the ranking member of the 
Higher Education Commit-
tee, I, too, will continue to 
work until every deserving 
student has access to a qual-
ity education.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Precinct, and Lt. Jay Jones of 
the New York State Park Po-
lice said they began an investi-
gation after reading the post.

“This is a delicate situa-
tion. We do have the allegation 
of a sex crime that has taken 
place,” Travaglia said. “But 
the investigation doesn’t have 
a victim yet. There’s not much 
more we can talk about in re-
gards to that.”

Leslie Wright, the state 
Parks Department commis-
sioner, told the crowd that as 
soon as the Park Police gave 
the go-ahead, “we went in and 
cut down the tall grass and 
we’re addressing the lighting 
situation and placed orders 
for every part and bulb. In the 
meantime, we’ve put in tempo-
rary lighting.”

Residents said more need-
ed to be done and they began 
listing a litany of complaints 
from the sale of crack inside 
the park to speeding cars on 
Center Boulevard. Many in 
the crowd said they were new 
to the neighborhood and were 
surprised there was not a 
better police presence in and 
around the park. 

“This whole area has be-
come a major destination for 
drugs and drinking on the 
weekend, it’s getting like Co-
ney Island, and it’s only going 
to get worse as the neighbor-
hood grows,” one woman said. 
“In the last eight months I 
don’t even go out after dark.”

Travaglia bristled at some 
of the complaints.  He had be-
gun the evening discussing 
historically low levels of over-
all crime in his precinct with 
burglary down 31 percent in 
the last year. Jones was taken 
aback as well.

“I’m learning a lot of stuff 
here that I haven’t heard be-
fore like crack dealing in the 
park,” he said, urging the resi-
dents to approach him with 
such complaints. Travaglia 
told them to take part in the 
Precinct Council meetings 
on the last Tuesday of every 
month.

“That’s where you can 
bring your complaints direct-
ly to me,” he said.

Several residents com-
plained that those meetings 
are held at the Sunnyside Com-
munity Services center, which 
is too far way. The facility is 
just four stations away on the 
No. 7 subway line.

Diane Ballek, the Precinct 

Council president, offered to 
move the meeting to Long Is-
land City every other month. 
Jones gave the number of the 
Park Police desk 212-694-3620 
to report incidents at Gantry.

Sheehan-Gardner took the 
microphone.

“I am the person that wit-
nessed the attack in the park,” 
she said. “I’m not like a trained 
first responder. Not having a 
phone number to tell me what 
to do was very upsetting.” 

She offered to design a post-
er with all of the phone num-
bers that could then be posted 
throughout the parks.

Towards the end of the pub-
lic meeting, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside), who sat quietly most 
of the evening writing down 
all of the complaints,  said 
the mayor should hold a town 
meeting in Hunters Point.

“We need to get the mayor 
and all his commissioners 
here and make sure he under-
stands that this is a neighbor-
hood, this is a community, that 
he can’t just have proposals 
for new buildings but instead 
he needs to make sure the re-
sources match the number of 
people who are coming here.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
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Lauren said. “Blood is needed 
for transfusions during organ 
transplants or when someone 
is undergoing chemotherapy. 
Without blood and people who 
donated I would not be here 
today.”

People can begin donat-

ing blood across the United 
States from age 16, with a par-
ent’s written consent. O nega-
tive blood type, the universal 
donor that is most needed in 
emergency rooms, is found 
more commonly within the 
Hispanic and African-Ameri-
can populations. These popu-
lations are underrepresented 
in the donor pool, and with the 
increasing population rate , 

their communities are in need 
the most, campaign organiz-
ers said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens
 by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com















TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 19–25, 2016 67  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


