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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Three Flushing karaoke 
bars have sued the NYPD for 
$300 million, claiming they 
were singled out during a brib-
ery scandal involving officers 
from the 109th Precinct. 

The three karaoke bars—
Forbidden City, Home Run 
KTV and 360 Lounge—con-
tend in their lawsuit  filed  in 
Brooklyn federal court that 
they were harassed by officers 
in the 109th Precinct as part 
of an NYPD effort to prevent 
them from cooperating with a 
criminal investigation of po-
lice officers.

 The suit claims that as 
Asian businesses they were 
intimidated and subjected to 
racial discrimination. The 
suit also says that as a result of 
the harassment they suffered 
emotional distress and loss of 
income.  The bars are seeking 
$300 million in damages.

In December 2015, Detec-
tive Yatyu Yam and Lt. Robert 
Sung were charged with ac-
cepting money from Flushing 
karaoke bar owners for alleg-
edly tipping them off whenev-
er narcotics or vice units were 
planning police raids, the 
Queens district attorney said. 

The owners of Club JJNY 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
With chants calling to 

“make America great again,” 
Republican candidates and 
members of the city’s Paki-
stani Christian community 
crowded into the basement hall 
of the Bellerose Jewish Center 
Saturday evening to celebrate 
the their endorsement of Don-
ald Trump for president.

Michael Faulkner, a 2017 
candidate for mayor on the 
GOP line, spoke about how po-
tently the evening illustrated 
the city in which it occurred.

“This room, this gathering, 
this meeting could take place 
only in New York,” he said 
during the meeting held at the 
center at 254-14 Union Turn-
pike. “Because only in New 
York could you have a temple, 
a rabbi that would allow a 
Pakistani Christian group to 
have a Republican gathering 
and meeting in their hall. It’s 
amazing.”

Several Republican candi-
dates for local office sat at a 
table near the stage. Each can-
didate took a few minutes to 
introduce himself and encour-
age the audience members to 
volunteer and vote for Republi-
cans in the upcoming primary 
and general elections.

Many speakers and audi-
ence members spoke affir-

Continued on Page 67Continued on Page 67

A CNG Publication Vol. 25 No. 35 80 total pages

The Great Bear auto shop in Flushing, which celebrated its 83rd anniversary this week with a neigh-
borhood barbeque and day-long Women Auto Know workshops, is known for educating its female cus-
tiomers about car repair. See story on Page 7. Photo by Michael Shain

Karaoke bars 
sue police for 
alleged abuse

Pakistani Christians for GOP
Group endorses Trump during political rally at Jewish center in Queens 

BY MARK HALLUM

An arrest was made in con-
nection with a burglary at a 
Bayside coffee shop, police said 
Monday. 

However, the NYPD said 
investigation was still ongoing 
and the Queens DA said the ar-
rest of the current suspect had 

been sealed. 
A 38-year-old man from 

Auburndale was arrested and 
charged with burglary Saturday 
after he was allegedly captured 
on video footage stealing thou-
sands from a safe within the Oa-
sis Cafe Aug. 11, the NYPD said.

The Oasis Cafe, at 196-30 
Northern Blvd., is known for 

its Cappaccino Freddo, a cus-
tomer said. At 3 a.m. the day of 
the crime, the suspect allegedly 
entered the cafe through an un-
locked rear door, made his way 
through a locked interior door 
and stole $26,000 in cash and 
$4,000 in checks from the safe, 
which was also unsecured, po-
lice said. 

FIX IT HERSELF

Oasis Cafe burglar nets $30K: NYPD
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Lawmakers and small 
business advocates are cel-
ebrating the passage of a bill 
that extends loans to smaller 
businesses. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed a bill sponsored by 
state Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) and state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron (D-Manhat-
tan) that requires the small 
business revolving loan fund 
already in place to issue a 
certain percentage of its re-
maining principal to micro 
loans and micro seed loans. 

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing); John 
Choe, executive director of 
the Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce; and local small 
business leaders also worked 
hard to push this bill. The law 
will give small businesses 
greater access to small loans 
and seed funding. 

At a news conference last 
week the lawmakers claimed 
that in the current economic 
environment, mom-and-pop 
stores and neighborhood 
shops lack financial capital 
to compete with large corpo-
rations, making this bill a 
necessity. 

Kim said he sponsored 
the bill because he believes 
it will greatly benefit his dis-
trict, where the heart of the 
economy is small businesses 
owned by immigrants. The 
new law will allow for micro 
loans of up to $25,000 to go 
to the often ignored small 
“small businesses,”  those 
with five or fewer employees. 

“I would like to thank Gov. 
Cuomo, Sen. Squadron, and 
my fellow lawmakers who 
supported this bill, as well as 
the community leaders that 
stood with us,” he said. “This 
represents an important step 
in our efforts to better sup-
port everyday small busi-
nesses, whose struggles to 

achieve the American Dream 
epitomize the story of our 
state and country.”

Stavisky’s and Kim’s dis-
tricts include a large popu-
lation of immigrant small 
business owners. Stavisky 
said she is excited about the 
passage of the measure. 

“Small business owners 
keep our economy strong and 
we must do all that we can to 
help them succeed,” she said. 
“The signing of this bill re-es-
tablishes our commitment to 
small business owners, par-
ticularly within immigrant 
communities, allowing them 
the opportunity to achieve 
the American Dream. This 
investment into our immi-
grant business owners will 
benefit the state many times 
over in the form of improving 
the economy and taxes paid 
to the state.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) faced off against 
S.J. Jung  in a Tuesday night 
debate which raised tough 
questions about nail salons, 
government ethics, public 
transportation, housing and 
education. 

The two candidates are 
both fighting to win the Dem-
ocratic pri-
mary in the 
16th District, 
which covers 
an area from 
Woodside to 
Bayside and much of Flush-
ing. Asian Pacific Americans 
Voice, a civic engagement 
group, hosted the debate in 
the auditorium of the Queens 
Library in Flushing at 41-17 
Main St., and employed the 
help of MSNBC and NBC re-
porter Richard Lui to moder-
ate.

Stavisky is the first woman 
elected to state Senate from  
Queens and has a background 
as a high school teacher. She 
has been elected to office 
seven times since 1999. Jung 
is a community activist origi-
nally from South Korea who 

was formerly the president of 
the MinKwon Center, which 
specializes in community or-
ganizing and advocating for 
Asian immigrant communi-
ties.

The issue of campaign 
finance reform to keep the 
wealthy from leveraging the 
political system in their favor 
was raised by Susan Lerner, 
executive director of the New 

York chapter 
of Common 
Cause. 

S t a v i s k y 
said she sup-
ported legisla-

tion to close the LLC loophole, 
which would eliminate the 
likelihood of candidates us-
ing cash flow from personal 
enterprise to fund political 
pursuits, and punishing cam-
paign finance violations with 
pension forfeiture. She also 
said there should be limits on 
contribution amounts as well 
as caps on spending.

Lui followed up to 
Stavisky’s response by ques-
tioning an $18,500 contribution 
he claimed Stavisky accepted 
from Forest Hills Plaza Col-
lege. She responded by saying 
her record on public higher 

education was exemplary. She 
referenced honors and awards 
she has received from SUNY 
and CUNY for her support of 
schools in Queens.

“The accusation that ap-
peared in the paper  was outra-
geous,” Stavisky said, denying 
she had any knowledge of the 
contribution. “They’ve asked 
me to do absolutely nothing 
except be an advocate for edu-
cation.”

Jung said a lawmaker can-
not not have a dual interest in 
both money and legislation, 
and comprehensive reform 
would be the only antidote to 
ethical woes afflicting city 
and state elections.

“A little patchwork here, a 
little patchwork there, will not 
work. We need comprehensive 
campaign finance reform,” 
Jung said. “For example, we 
need to adapt the public match-
ing fund system that we have 
right here in the city so that a 
poor insurgent candidates like 
me can jump into the race.”

Jung firmly denied he had 
ever accepted contributions 
from former business associ-
ates, and said his stand could 
be reinforced by his financial 

State Sen. Stavisky and S.J. Jung speak their minds about the issues that matter to Queens in a debate hosted 
by APAVoice and moderated by MSNBC and NBC reporter Richard Lui. Photo by Mark Hallum

A bill sponsored by Assemblyman 
Ron Kim that would expand the 
state's small business loan fund  
to include mom-and-pop op-
erations is signed into law this 
week.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Senate foes debate issues
Stavisky, Jung defi ne positions in Democratic primary race

Guv signs into law 
small business bill

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

Continued on Page 16
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BY MARK HALLUM

The life of Capt. Thomas 
“Tommy” Thompson was com-
memorated Friday in an un-
veiling ceremony for a plaque 
dedicated to Bayside FDNY 
leader, who died Aug. 17, 2015 
of cancer related to the post 
9/11 cleanup at Ground Zero.

Loved ones, firefighters 
and elected officials came to 
the Engine 306 firehouse at 
40-18 214th Place. Members 
of FDNY’s Pipes and Drums 
were at the firehouse to open 
the ceremony which began 
with a speech by FDNY Com-
missioner Dan Nigro followed 
by remarks from peers and 
Thompson’s son. 

Chief-of-Department James 
Leonard said Thompson not 
only played a powerful role in 
the 306 house, but he also made 
an influential contribution to 
the department, which was ex-
pected to suffer for some time 
after 9/11.

“We were a great depart-
ment before 9/11, but 9/11 took 

us to our knees. A lot of people 
didn’t know we would be able 
to recover from losing 343 
members and massive retire-
ments,” said Leonard, before 
directing his speech at Thomp-
son’s wife and three children. 
“But people like Tommy 
Thompson stayed around. He 
was a senior member and we 
share the greatness this de-
partment is now because of 
people like your husband or 
your dad.” 

Leonard said Thompson 
was at Engine 306 for 13 years, 
and over the course of his ca-
reer had been awarded three 
citations for bravery.

Thompson’s son, Jeff, took 
the podium to say that it was 
important to remember that 
his father had died of cancer 
related to the time he spent 
searching for victims of the 
tragedy, but also searching 
for the remains of his fallen 
brothers. He noted that many 
firefighters were still battling 
illnesses as the result of their 
service.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said the ceremony 
was emotional because of his 
personal connection to the 
captain.

“He was a great guy. He 
was always concerned about 

Bayside and he fought to save 
this firehouse when the previ-
ous mayor was threatening to 
close it. He would always greet 
me on Bell Boulevard,” Avella 
said, explaining that Thomp-
son’s duty to the community 

extended beyond the depart-
ment and he had expressed in-
terest in improving Bayside to 
the senator.

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) said Thompson 
took a front seat during the two 
times in which the Bloomberg 
administration planned to 
shut down Engine 306 in 2009 
and 2013.

“Look how large their terri-
tory is,” Vallone said, pointing 
at a map on the wall of the fire-
house. “It’s huge. They always 
look at [the firehouse] as a lux-
ury, but it’s a necessity.”

Vallone made reference 
the recent fire at Strawberry 
Farms in Whitestone and the 
rapid response of Engine 306, 
which would not be possible 
without the role Capt. Thomp-
son played in maintaining the 
firehouse as an active dispatch 
point for emergency response.

A dedication to the late cap-
tain has been painted on the 
fire engine belonging to the 
306.

The Bayside community gathered at the Engine Co. 306 firehouse to 
commemorate the life of Capt. "Tommy" Thompson, who died last year 
of cancer related to his service at Ground Zero. Photo by Mark Hallum

Engine 306 dedicates plaque to Capt. Thompson
Family, friends and fellow fi refi ghters gather to honor man who led Bayside fi re dept.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito (D-Man-
hattan) joined Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) in 
Flushing to talk about what 
the City Council is working 
on to help immigrant work-
ers and families thrive. 

The visit, which included 
a tour of Queens Botanical 
Garden and a nearby Hindu 
temple, was one of the many 
Mark-Viverito makes in the 
boroughs to better get to 
know the community year 
round. Queens Botanical 
Garden received an influx of 
funding from   Mark-Viverito 
and the Queens delegation 
this year. 

Mark-Viverito pointed out 
that Flushing is one of the 
most diverse neighborhoods 
in all of New York with a 
large immigrant population, 

particularly Asian Mark-
Viverito noted that Flushing 
is currently home to 46,000 
East Asian and South Asian 
immigrant workers. 

Koo thanked Mark-Viver-
ito for her work with immi-
grants. 

“I’m so happy the speaker 
of the New York City Council 
decided to come out to Flush-
ing today so she can see first-
hand  everything our com-
munity has to offer,” he said. 
“She has been a champion of 
our immigrant communities, 
seeking to expand access 
and opportunity to our city’s 
diverse populations. I’m for-
tunate to have worked along-
side her in support of expand-
ing important programs like 
IDNYC, adult literacy, as well 
as health initiatives and legal 
services for those in our im-
migrant communities, who 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) and state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli spoke at 
a news conference last Friday 
about the campaign finance 
reform and ethics in politics. 

DiNapoli opened the con-
ference with the announce-
ment of his endorsement of 
Stavisky, who has held the 
seat for the past seven elec-
tions, saying she stands as an 
example of integrity.

He said Stavisky was part 
of a minority of state legisla-
tors who signed on to an ini-
tiative known as the Clean 
Conscience Pledge, which is a 
legislative promise and joint 
effort from Citizens Union 
New York Common Cause and 
NYPIRG designed to restrict 
outside income for legislators. 

According to the comptrol-

ler, real campaign finance 
reform starts with closing 
the limited liability corpora-
tion loopholes where money 
flows in from corporate enti-
ties whose sole purpose is to 

funnel money to politicians 
as campaign contributions. 
DiNapoli called for greater 
disclosure and transparency 
in the budgetary process for 
discretionary funding to of-
fer accountability he sees as 
a much-needed reform in gov-
ernment.

He not only expressed his 
admiration for Stavisky’s sup-
port for higher education in 

her district, but also for her 
role as a leading woman in the 
political arena.

“She is a person of history 
in this borough,” DiNapoli 
said, referring to the fact that 
Stavisky was the first woman 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The race to succeed U.S. 
Rep. Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
has taken several twists, in-
cluding three candidates from 
different political parties who 
joined forces on Saturday to 
criticize Republican state Sen. 
Jack Martins (D-Mineola) in 
his attempt to postpone the gen-
eral election date after a federal 
court mandated a Republican 
primary date in October.

The candidates are run-
ning to succeed Israel in repre-
senting the 3rd Congressional 
District, which includes parts 
of Nassau and Suffolk coun-
ties, Bay Terrace, Whitestone, 
Glen Oaks and Floral Park.

Former Nassau County Ex-
ecutive Tom Suozzi, the Demo-
cratic nominee for the seat, 
held a news conference with 
Libertarian candidate Michael 
McDermott and Republican 
candidate Philip Pidot Sunday 
at the Greenvale Townhouse 
Diner in Greenvale, L.I., to 
speak about Martins.  He is 
petitioning in federal court to 
move the general election date 
from Nov. 8 to Dec. 6 in order 

to accommodate the new pri-
mary ordered between him 
and Pidot Oct. 6.

“Jack Martins has unsuc-
cessfully attempted to elimi-
nate each and every opponent 
who has filed signatures to 
qualify for the ballot in the 
3rd Congressional District,” 
Suozzi said. “Jack Martins 
needs to stop wasting every-

one’s time and millions of tax-
payer dollars and instead tell 
us what he is really about.”

The Martins campaign 
contends that the delay is nec-
essary in order to comply with 
the federal Military and Over-
seas Voter Empowerment Act, 
which requires that states sup-
ply overseas service members 
with ballots 45 days prior to an 

election. The Oct. 6 primary 
would leave 32 days before the 
general election.

“Nassau residents threw 
Tom Suozzi out of office be-
cause of his 
history of bad 
decisions, play-
ing politics 
with the mili-
tary’s right to 
vote is just the latest example 
that he hasn’t changed,” Mar-
tins said in a statement.

The legal maneuvering be-
tween Pidot and Martins in an 
attempt to determine whether 
a Republican primary should 
be held has spanned multiple 
months and state and federal 
court. Martins initially chal-
lenged the validity of many of 
Pidot’s signatures. The State 
Supreme Court decided in late 
June that Pidot qualified for 
the ballot, but due to the prox-
imity to the June 28 primary 
date Pidot could not be put on 
the ballot. Pidot accused Mar-
tins of trying to subvert the 
voting process, while Martins 
countered that the Pidot cam-
paign had dragged its feet in 
challenging court decisions.

On Aug. 17, a federal court 
ruled that a Republican pri-
mary would be held Oct. 6, 
prior to the November general 
election. Martins’ opponents 

accused him 
of trying to 
avoid an elec-
tion date that 
would leave 
him running 

on the Republican ticket at the 
same time as Donald Trump.

“What is Jack Martins so 
afraid of?” McDermott asked. 
“It is obvious that cowardly 
Jack Martins doesn’t want to be 
on a ballot with Donald Trump, 
even though one minute he is 
a strong Trump supporter and 
the next he is trying to distance 
himself from Trump.”

Martins contends that the 
50 days between the Oct. 6 Re-
publican primary and his pro-
posed Dec. 6 primary will give 
the New York State Board of 
Elections ample time to supply 
service members with ballots.

A spokesman for New York 
State Board of Elections said it 
would reserve comment on the 
situation, due to the pending 
litigation.

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 
endorsed the re-election of state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky and discussed 
the need for campaign finance and 
ethics reform through new legisla-
tion. Photo by Mark Hallum

Libertarian candidate Mike McDermott (l-r), Republican candidate Philip 
Pidot and Democratic nominee Tom Suozzi hold a joint press conference 
to criticize state Sen. Jack Martins' call to postpone the general elec-
tion. Courtesy of the Pidot campaign

Martins wants to move election date
Opposing candidates criticize state senator after federal court orders Republican primary

DiNapoli endorses Stavisky
at Albany ethics discussion 

Viverito visits boro
for immigrant update
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BY BILL PARRY

Residents of the Astoria 
Houses are hoping Gov. An-
drew Cuomo succeeds in his 
push to replace or restore the 
421-a tax abatement. 

When the program was 
allowed to expire in Janu-
ary, over a prevailing wage 
requirement that Cuomo de-
manded, The Durst Organiza-
tion was forced to scale back 
its ambitious Hallets Cove 
mega-project to just the first 
building until 421-a was re-
stored or a suitable replace-
ment was found.

“It is such a special proj-
ect for the community it is so 
important that it gets back on 
track,” said Claudia Coger, 
president of the Astoria 
Houses Resident Association. 
“Because of the derelict con-
ditions here on Hallets Penin-
sula we were hoping that proj-
ect would not only beautify 
our waterfront but make it a 
healthier place, too.” 

Such developments have 
ground to a halt across the 
state since the 421-a tax exemp-
tion program, which provided 
tax abatements to residential 
developers in exchange for a 
larger number of below-mar-
ket-rate apartments, expired 
in January and Albany law-
makers have been unable to 
replace it.

The New York Times re-
ported last week that Cuomo 
“has offered developers and 
union officials a wage subsidy 
for construction workers in 
the hopes of reviving” 421-a. 
His proposal went to devel-
opers as a single-page memo 
after two weeks of secret ne-
gotiations between the gover-
nor’s office and the leaders of 
the Real Estate Board of New 
York and the Building and 
Construction Trades Council, 
the paper said.

“I can’t give any details 
other than there have been 
talks and we’ll be doing some 
more talking,” Gary LaBar-
bera, head of the Building and 
Construction Trades Council, 
said Tuesday.

Neither The Durst Organi-

zation, the developers of the 
2,400 unit Hallets Point, nor 
John Mavroudis, the devel-
oper of the 1,723-unit Astoria 
Cove project, which has been 
shelved entirely, would com-
ment. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio, who 
is depending on 421-a or a re-
placement as an important 
piece of his affordable housing 
plan, is pleased to see talks un-
der way and would support a 
replacement program as long 
as it does not cost the city’s 
housing plan.

“It’s good that people are re-
alizing that the absence of 421-
a is starting to really hurt in 
terms of the creation of afford-
able housing definitely,” de 
Blasio said. “If the state wants 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Come September, Bayside 

will be getting a new urgent 
care facility in its business 
district. The space formerly 
occupied by Lucille Roberts at 
41-19 Bell Blvd. will be partly 
taken over by a Northwell 
Health-GoHealth center to 
serve Bayide. 

GoHealth operates in part-
nership with the state’s largest 
health care system, formerly 
known as North Shore-LIJ, 
in order to deliver convenient 
options for non-emergency 
medical services for residents 
in the communities of Queens 
and elsewhere.

The exterior of the Bayside 
facility is still under construc-
tion. However, pedestrians on 

the boulevard can plainly see 
the formation of a medical cen-
ter which will have a clean, 
modern design with sleek lines 
and a storefront which stands 
out from others on Bell.

“We are excited to open this 
new location in Bayside. We’ve 
been looking to open a center 
in this community for over a 
year,” Sarah Arora, president 
of operations for Northwell 
Health-GoHealth Urgent Care, 
said. 

“We strive to locate North-
well Health-GoHealth Urgent 
Care centers in areas where 
people live their lives. We like 
to be next to the local pharma-
cy, grocery store, the train sta-
tion, your favorite restaurant. 
This ensures that our patients 
don’t have to go out of their 
way to get the care they need 
and deserve. The GoHealth 
partnership with Northwell 
allows us to treat patients in 
the highest quality way with-
in the four walls of our center 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Muslim community mem-
bers and leaders are urging 
the authorities to remain 
open to the possibility that 
the murder of the Ozone Park 
imam and his assistant were 
a hate crime.

A spokeswoman for the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office would not comment on 
the ongoing investigation into 
whether or not the motivation 
behind the attacks was based 
in bias.  Complicating this 
effort, the authorities have 
been unable to determine a 
motive for the execution-style 
killing of Imam Maulana 
Akonjee and Thara Uddin 
as they were walking home 
from the Al-Furquan Jame 
Masjid mosque in Ozone Park 
Aug. 13.

Oscar Morel, 35, of East 
New York, was indicted by 
a grand jury on one charge 
of first-degree murder, two 
counts of second-degree mur-
der and two counts of second-
degree criminal possession 
of a weapon Monday, accord-
ing to Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown.  Morel 
faces life in prison without 
the possibility of parole if he 
is convicted.

At his arraignment Mon-
day, Morel was assigned a 
new attorney named Michael 
Schwed.  Speaking to report-
ers outside of the courthouse, 
Schwed said his client told 
him he was innocent and did 
not hate anyone of any faith. 
He also said that an eyewit-
ness to the crime had picked 
the wrong person in a lineup.

“I was never served with 
any notice of a lineup,” he 
said, “the reason being who-
ever looked at the lineup 
identified the wrong person.

According to the crimi-
nal charges filed against 
Morel, Akonjee and Uddin 
were walking home from the 
mosque at 76-18 Glenmore 
Ave. in Ozone Park shortly 
before 2 p.m. Aug. 13. Morel 
allegedly approached the two 
men from behind near the in-
tersection of 79th Street and 
Liberty Avenue and fired a 
weapon multiple times, strik-
ing both men in the head. The 
two men were transported to 
a hospital and were later pro-
nounced dead.

The police found Morel 
after tracking down his ve-
hicle, which authorities said 
was involved in a hit-and-run 
near the scene of the shoot-
ings. Police brought him in 
for questioning, and later ar-
rested him in the murders. 
A subsequent search of his 
apartment uncovered a .38 
caliber Taurus revolver hid-
den behind a wall, police 
said. Authorities said a bal-
listics test indicated the gun 
was the same one used in the 
shootings.

A spokeswoman for the 
Queens DA would not com-
ment on the ongoing investi-
gation into whether or not the 
motivation behind the attacks 
was based in bias.  Queens 
has been the scene of several 
violent incidents involving 
Muslims in recent months, 
but only one was classified as 
a  hate crime.

A December  attack on a 
Muslim shop owner in Asto-
ria led to hate crime charges 
against the suspect,  while 
the June assault on a Mus-
lim man outside of a Jamaica 
mosque was placed in Family 
Court because of the age of 
the defendant. The  suspect 
in an April assault on a man 

Northwell Health-GoHealth 
Urgent Care is taking the 
place of Lucille Roberts on Bell 

Community members support each other during a gathering held at 
the site where an Ozone Park imam and his associate were fatally 
shot Aug. 13. Photo by Michael Shain 

Construction on Hallet Point Building 1 continues but the rest of the 
mega-project was shelved when the 421-a tax abatement expired in 
January. Photo by Bill Parry

Offi cials seek motive 
in murder of imam

Bell to get Northwell-GoHealth

Cuomo plans new 421-a
Push for tax abatement could save full Hallets Pt. project

Continued on Page 72

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 67

Continued on Page 16
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

An Elmhurst man is dead after wit-
nesses said he jumped off a cruise ship 
in Flushing Bay early Sunday morn-
ing, police said.

At about 2:10 a.m. the NYPD Har-
bor Unit received a distress call that 
a man, later identified as Vernon Wit-
sell, 56,  was in the water off the coast 
of Rikers Island, police said. He had 
been onboard the Skyline Princess.

Witnesses reported that Witsell had 
jumped off the ship, police said. Crew 
members attempted to rescue him with 
a life preserver but he refused to grab 
on, instead grabbing onto the ship’s 
muffler , burning his hands, police 
said. Crew members were able to get 
Witsell back onboard, where he contin-
ued to fight, leading security to hand-
cuff him, police said. 

When police arrived, they e found 
Witsell  on the cruise ship unconscious 
and unresponsive, according to police. 

EMS arrived and took Witsell to 
Flushing Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead.

The cause of death has not been 
determined and investigations were 
ongoing.

Skyline Princess operates out of the 
World’s Fair Marina in Flushing.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

FLIP

Elmhust man dies after 
jumping off cruise ship

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

213-02 42nd Avenue
Bayside, NY 11361

718-224-0345

Offi ce Hours by Appointment
M, T, W, Th 10am-6pm

• Most Insurances Accepted
• House Calls Available

LEONARD DRAYZEN, D.P.M.

ARE YOU A PARTICIPANT IN THE 
BLACKROCK RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLAN?

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC is inves� ga� ng BlackRock’s management of 
its 401K plan.

If you worked for BlackRock and have or had a re� rement account through 
BlackRock and wish to learn more about our inves� ga� on, please contact 
a� orney Michelle Yau.

202-408-4600
Email: myau@cohenmilstein.com

ALL INQUIRIES ARE CONFIDENTIAL

COHEN MILSTEIN SELLERS & TOLL PLLC • 1100 NEW YORK AVE NW, FIFTH FLOOR, WASHINGTON, DC 20005 • WWW.COHENMILSTEIN.COM

An Elmhurst man died after falling off a 
dinner cruise ship in Flushing Bay over the 
weekend.  Courtesy of skylineprincess.com
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FLIP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Great Bear Auto Repair 
and Body Services in Flushing 
marked its 83rd anniversary 
Saturday with a celebration 
and barbecue.

 The event also promoted 
the work and accomplish-
ments of Women Auto Know, 
a non-profit started in 2009 
by Audra Fordin, the fourth-
generation owner of the repair 
shop.She works to educate 
female drivers on the intrica-
cies of automobiles to increase 
their knowledge when taking 
cars to repair shops.

A fierce rainstorm failed 
to dampen the spirits of the at-
tendees at the barbecue, held 
at the auto shop at 164-16 San-
ford Ave.  The crowd included 
friends, community members 
and student volunteers from 
Lincoln Tech School and Edi-
son Automotive. Fordin said 
she organized the barbecue as 
a way for people from different 
facets of the automotive com-
munity to meet each other.  .

“Everyone’s coming togeth-
er, not to show their brand, but 
for the philosophy,” Fordin 

said. 
She pointed out eight dif-

ferent workstations meant to 
offer attendees quick courses 
in automotive knowledge and 
self-help. The stations were 
named after bodily systems, 
with the “heart” section re-
ferring to the engine and the 
section on the “circulatory 
system” referring to neces-
sary automotive fluids. Fordin 
said the point of Women Auto 
Know  was to “educate, not in-
timidate” women who may not 
have been previously exposed 
to automotive education with a 
hands-on approach.

“You can touch, feel and 
smell,” she said, pointing out 
tires that attendees could grab 
to feel the subtle differences 
for themselves. “The point 
here is to educate.”

Women Auto Know offers 
free monthly repair work-
shops for women about auto 
maintenance that could be 
done without taking the ve-
hicle to a shop, in addition 
to giving those who take the 
class practical knowledge 
about what their automobile 
needs when it is brought in for 

repairs. Barbara Gillespie and 
her mother Helen were two 
of the guests at the barbecue, 
and Helen had taken a class at 
Women Auto Know. She said 
the classes were revelatory for 
her, as she did not previously 
have automotive experience.

“I feel very comfortable go-
ing in there,” she said, prais-
ing Fordin’s approach. “She 

explains everything under 
your hood, and what you could 
do on your own.”

Alexander Zuyagin was one 
of the students from Lincoln 
Tech on hand to supervise the 
eight stations for the event. 
The head of the honor guard 
at the school, he said all of the 
tips offered during the course 
of the barbecue were geared 

toward preventative mainte-
nance. 

“A lot of times, people come 
in when it’s too late,” he said, 
while hiding from the down-
pour under a tent set up in 
the center of the repair shop’s 
parking lot. “People have to 
know what systems are in-
volved and if there are home 
remedies that can help.”

Alexander Zuyagin (l) speaks about automotive repair with attendees at the event. Zuyagin says many people 
do not bring their cars in to be repaired until it is too late. Photo by Michael Shain 

Flushing auto repair marks 83 years in biz  

7 DAYS OPEN (7:00 AM - 6:00 PM)
PICK UP & DELIVERY

We honor all MFG warranties

$15OFF 
ANY BATTERY PURCHASE 
INCLUDES INSTALLATION

$19.95 
OIL CHANGE

$20OFF 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT OR FREE 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES

$10OFF 
MOBIL 1 SYNTHETIC OIL 

CHANGE (UP 5QTS)

$20OFF 
BRAKES

We honor all MFG warranties

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Mercedez, Jaguar, BMW, Lexus, Honda

NOR-PARSONS  SERVICE CENTER
Nor- Parsons Blvd., Flushing, NY 11366
(718) 380- 6484

NOR-MARATHON SERVICE STATION
248-68 Horace Harding Expy, Little Neck, NY 11362
(718) 423-3900

1362
NOR-GREAT NECK SERVICE CENTER
#4 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY 11021
(516)  773-9266
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*    
p

Loans and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required.

** 
application fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further 
details, call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Home Sweet Home
J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

APR*3.250% 3.467%
3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

Rate*

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 2016 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

FLIP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Downtown  Far Rockaway 
will be receiving an influx of 
investment from New York 
City in an attempt to estab-
lish the area as the commer-
cial hub for the entirety of the 
Rockaway peninsula.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Arverne), 
New York City Economic De-
velopment Corporation Presi-
dent Maria Torres-Spangler, 
City Planning Commission 
Chairman Carl Weisbrod and 
Department of Housing and 
Preservation Commissioner 
Vicki Been were on hand to 
announce the Roadmap for 
Action at a news conference 
held near the Mott Avenue 
subway station Friday.

The plan would serve as a 
guide for the allocation of a 
$91 million investment May-
or Bill de Blasio pledged for 
the area during his 2016 State 
of the City address.

“Downtown Far Rock-
away was once a vibrant com-
mercial/beachfront business 
district that attracted shop-
pers from Rockaway, Nas-
sau County and around the 
city. But divestment, lack 
of open space, lack of local 
employment options, lack of 
infrastructure and poor pe-
destrian circulation created 
not only a recipe for disaster, 
but hopelessness in this com-
munity,” Richards said. “But 
today, we begin the steps in 
righting these wrongs by 
paying our moral and eco-
nomic debt owed to this com-
munity.”

Downtown Far Rockaway 
is home to 50,314 residents, 
according to the NYCEDC re-

port, with subway access via 
the A line, Long Island Rail 
Road access and several bus 
lines. Only 12 percent of the 
residents both live and work 
in the area.

The process began in No-
vember 2015, with Richards 
commissioning several work-
ing group meetings, followed 
by a public meeting in Janu-
ary.  Recommendations were 
submitted to the mayor’s of-
fice the following month. The 
working group set goals that 
included encouraging mixed-
income housing and improv-
ing access to community ser-
vices, quality education and 
jobs.

The Roadmap suggests 
25 different strategies for ap-
proaching Downtown Far 
Rockaways’ revitalization, 
including utilizing zoning 
tools in order to develop af-
fordable housing on private 
land, the construction of a 
new public plaza between 
Beach 21st and Beach 22nd 
streets and the expansion of a 
public space at the corner of 
Mott and Central avenues.

Additional suggested im-
provements from the report 
call for assisting in improve-
ments for about 20 existing 
storefronts on retail cor-
ridors in the area that will 
commence before the end 
of this summer  and a con-
tinued focus on refurbish-
ing and supporting existing 
community services, like the 
Far Rockaway branch of the 
Queens Public Library.

The full NYCEDC report 
on Downtown Far Rockaway 
can be viewed at www.edc.
nyc/downtown-far-rockaway.
com.

BY BILL PARRY

For more than two months 
union leaders have been setting 
up giant inflatable rats along 
the perimeter of the 5Pointz 
Towers construction site in 
Long Island City, protesting 
developer Jerry Wolkoff’s use 
of non-union labor. On Tues-
day, reinforcements arrived as 
several hundred steamfitters, 
plumbers, carpenters and con-
crete workers flooded Jackson 
Avenue and Davis Street for a 
full-throated lunchtime rally 
alongside another inflatable 
called “Greedy the Pig.”

During the Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure in 
2013 for a rezoning variance, 
Wolkoff’s G & M Realty agreed 
to several major community 
givebacks, including a com-
mitment to build and staff the 
site using 100 percent union la-
bor, so that he could construct 
an additional 400 units at the 
former home of the world fa-
mous 5Pointz graffiti mecca.

In addition to the union 
provision, Wolkoff agreed to 
increase the number of af-
fordable apartments and add 
more space for artists in order 
to receive the special permit 
that allowed him to build big-
ger than the area zoning laws 
allowed.

Speaker after speaker 
charged Wolkoff with reneg-
ing on that deal, including 
Gary LaBarbera, president of 
the Building Trades Council of 
Greater New York, who offered 
the developer a Project Labor 
Agreement. Wolkoff would 
not sign the pact, but gave his 
word and shook hands on the 

deal, LaBarbera said.
“He gave his commitment 

that this job was going to be 
a Building Trades job and 
he went back on his word, he 
lied to everyone,” LaBarbera 
thundered in an expletive-
filled speech. “I come from 
the school that when you give 
your word, it’s better than a 
signed contract. This man was 
in my office, shook my hand 
and promised this would be a 
union project.”

LaBarbera then read from 
a letter to Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
signed by Wolkoff announc-
ing his “intention to engage 
contractors which employ in-
dividuals represented by labor 
unions” and promising 800 
good-paying construction jobs 
and 200 full-time jobs after 
construction was completed. 
Van Bramer endorsed the is-
suance of the variance based 
on the promises in that letter 
from Wolkoff.

“Jerry Wolkoff lied to me, 
Jerry Wolkoff lied to Gary, 
Jerry Wolkoff lied to every sin-
gle New Yorker,” Van Bramer 
told the roaring crowd. “I will 
never believe another word 
you ever say nor will I ever ap-
prove any future project you 
want to build in my district or 
this city.”

Wolkoff claims he never 
lied and that he would not sign 
the labor agreement LaBar-
bera offered because it would 
have cost him 25 percent to 
30 percent more to build his 
47- and 41-story 5Pointz tow-
ers. He also shrugged off Van 
Bramer’s threat to block any 
more of his projects in the 

city.
“Look, I’ve got nothing 

against Jimmy. He’s a good 
union guy, but the contract 
they offered me would’ve cost 
me $20 million more to build.” 
Wolkoff said. “He wouldn’t do 
it and I’m not doing it. I am not 
anti-union, but people should 
wake up and understand 
the world has changed. The 
unions might control the poli-
ticians, but they don’t control 
the world anymore. There are 
other people out there who are 
non-union. What, they don’t 
have a right to work?”

Council of Carpenters rep-
resentative Michael Donnelly, 
who has been protesting at 
the site for 10 weeks, called on 
the City Council to revoke the 
variance and stop the project 
although Van Bramer said “it 
can’t be reversed, but we can 
address all of the violations 
here.”

LaBarbera also threatened 
to warn Wolkoff’s investors 
and insurance companies.

“We’re going to get word to 
his lenders that they’re dealing 
with a guy whose word means 
nothing,” he said. “Maybe 
they’ll think twice about lend-
ing him money.”

LaBarbera finished by 
thanking the 5Pointz artists 
for taking part in the protest. 
In November 2013, Wolkoff or-
dered workers to whitewash 
the estimated 350 murals of 
graffiti art on the warehouse 
complex’s exterior walls as a 
first step towards its demoli-
tion. 

5Pointz curator Jonathan 
Meres Cohen and spokeswom-

This illustrated mockup of the revitalization that could come to 
Downtown Far Rockaway was included in the "Roadmap to Action" for 
the area that was released this week. Courtesy of NYC EDC

Several hundred union workers and their leaders blasted developer Jerry Wolkoff for using non-union labor at 
his 5Pointz construction site in Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry

5Pointz labor unrest
Unions accuse Wolkoff of breaking pledge to use union workers

Investment coming 
into Far Rockaway

Continued on Page 16
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Blotter

AUBURNDALE—A thief who held 
up a Rite Aid Pharmacy in Auburndale 
while allegedly brandishing a firearm 
fled on foot with $25,000 Sunday morn-
ing, NYPD said. 

The manager of the store at 27-07 
Francis Lewis Blvd. told police she 
was followed into the pharmacy at 
about 7:30 a.m. The man grabbed her 
with one arm and pressed a hard ob-
ject against the victim’s back. He de-
manded that she open both safes, one 
under the register and another in the 

manager’s office.
According to police, when the vic-

tim asked what was being pressed 
against her back, she was told it was 
a firearm, although she never saw the 
weapon. 

Officers from the 109th Precinct 
responded to the scene and the victim 
declined medical attention.

NYPD said the suspect was wear-
ing a white mask but did not have on 
gloves. 

WOODSIDE—Police were investi-
gating a possible hate crime in Wood-
side. 

On Aug. 17 at 6 a.m. a 28-year-old 
Hispanic woman was walking on 67th 
Street when she was struck in the back 
of the head with a hammer, police said. 
Police have confirmed the victim was 
a transgender woman.

The suspect, who police described 
as a black male, exited a gray Toyota 
4Runner and made a reference to the 
victim being gay before striking her, 
according to police. The suspect ran 
back to his car and drove south down 
66th Street, police said. The victim 
sustained lacerations to her head and 
was taken to Elmhurst Medical Center 
where she was in stable condition, po-
lice said. 

The incident is being investigated 
as a hate crime, police said.

“I am outraged that yet another 
member of the Queens transgender 
community was brutally attacked on 
our streets just a few days ago,” City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) said. “Targeted violence 
against LGBT people strikes at the 
heart of the community and will not 
be tolerated. I await the results of the 
NYPD Hate Crimes Task Force inves-
tigation, which is currently underway 
and will continue to push back against 
hate in all its forms.”

Anyone with information about this 
incident is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477).

ASTORIA - Police from the 114th 
Precinct were searching for a suspect 
who approached a 29-year-old man 
from behind and displayed a handgun 
while demanding his property.

Police say the incident occurred 
Aug. 15 around 4 a.m. The suspect 
snatched a chain from the victim’s 
neck before shooting him once in the 
left shoulder before  fleeing south-
bound on 33rd Street before entering a 

white four-door Sport Utility Vehicle, 
according to the NYPD.

Police describe the suspect as a 25- 
to 30-year-old black man, 6-feeºt-tall 
and weighing 170 to 180 pounds. He was 
last seen wearing a dark colored shirt, 
black sweatpants and glasses.

The vehicle is described as a white 
Jeep Grand Cherokee with black rims, 
police say.

The Rite Aid Pharmacy in Auburnadale was robbed at gunpoint and cash from the safes 
within the store were emptied of content. Google Earth

Handgun brandished in Astoria holdup: NYPD 

Police seek suspect in Woodside hammer attack 

Rite Aid robbed of $25,000 in Auburndale

FOR 2-4 MULTI-FAMILY HOMES
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® 800-522-4100
valleynationalbank.com

$499 ORIGINATION FEE •  NO POINTS  
•  NO TITLE FEES •  NO OTHER VALLEY FEES

IF YOUR MORTGAGE RATE IS  
4.00% OR HIGHER, OUR 

Refinance 
Program$499

may help you save on your monthly  
mortgage payment.

Current  
Mortgage

New Valley  
Mortgage

Current  
Mortgage

New Valley  
Mortgage

Mortgage  
Amount:

 $400,000  $400,000  $400,000  $400,000

Sample Interest  
Rate:

4.00% 3.50% 
(APR 3.540%)

4.00% 2.75% 
(APR 2.821%)

Monthly  
Payment:

$1,909.66 $1,796.18 $2,958.75 $2,714.49

30 Year Term: $113.48 15 Year Term: $244.26
Sample Monthly  
Savings

Yearly Savings $1,361.76 $2,931.12
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LONG ISLAND CITY YMCA  
Presents 

2016 Frank Tempone  
Community Leader Service Awards                              

 Fashion Forward  
Extravaganza 

A cause driven kick-off to fashion week 

For tickets,  please visit                                       
ymcanyc.org/licFrankTempone  
or call 212-912-2570 

Facebook.com/licymca 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016 
 

6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Z Hotel 11-01 43rd Ave.  

Long Island City, NY11101 
 

 

All proceeds benefit the YMCA’s Annual Campaign to ensure that no 
child, family, or adult is turned away from life-enhancing YMCA                     
programming due to the inability to pay.  
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All politics are local was a favorite saying of leg-
endary House Speaker Tip O’Neill, who knew where 
accountability as a politician began and often ended.

This same dynamic is playing out now in Sunny-
side, where a non-profit developer has proposed a 
10-story affordable housing project that is strongly 
opposed by the resident city councilman.

Sunnyside is in desperate need of middle-income 
housing in the midst of a real estate boom that has 
forced longtime renters to flee to more remote parts 
of the borough. Residents fret that they won’t have 
the resources to lease units in the proposed building 
called The Barnett because the rents are too high.  
And they fear tenants in the 209 new apartments will 
overrun the schools and worsen traffic.

 Jimmy Van Bramer, the City Council’s Demo-
cratic majority leader, lives in the nearby Sunnyside 
Gardens historic district. A historic ally of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, who has made building reasonably 
priced homes for New Yorkers a top priority, Van 
Bramer is caught in a bind.

The Phipps House developers, who met with 
the editorial board of this paper, laid out what we 
thought was a solid plan for the building and the 
neighborhood with provisions for adequate parking 
and a restored streetscape.  The developers said they 
would be willing to make realistic changes to their 
proposal based on residents’ demands.

 As the project moved through the public review 
process, Borough President Melinda Katz said she 
would not approve the current plan unless the de-
velopers made the units more affordable for the sur-
rounding area and lowered the height of the building, 
among other stipulations.  The City Planning Com-
mission greenlighted the rezoning for the building, 
however, and now the plan heads to the City Council, 
where Van Bramer has enormous influence over its 
future as the elected official for the district.

  Sunnyside residents are overwhelmingly against 
the Phipps building for a litany of reasons. Van 
Bramer said the negative feedback from Sunnyside 
and Sunnyside Gardens people has eclipsed all other 
issues since he took office 6½ years ago.

 While Sunnyside would benefit greatly from more 
affordable housing, Van Bramer has listened closely 
to his constituents for a year and vowed to block The 
Barnett.  The mayor has turned up the heat on him to 
change course, but de Blasio’s promise of a “firm con-
versation” with Van Bramer has not materialized.

 As for Van Bramer, he’s doing what he was elect-
ed to do—represent the will of the people who put 
him in office—even if this means a lost opportunity 
for his community.

SUNNYSIDE QUANDARY

Schools should stand up to bullies
The recent story about 

13-year-old Danny Fitzpatrick, 
who hanged himself in his home 
because of excessive bullying and 
taunting is horrendous! 

There should have been more 
involvement and intervention 
by his school. When he told his 
teachers about the bullying, only 
one of them seemed to really care 
enough to try to help him. Why 
didn’t the other teachers, as well 
as the principal, become more in-
volved?

Bullying is a terrible experi-
ence that no child should have 

to go through. Danny needed 
help, and apparently he did not 
get enough of it. His parents and 
sister were devastated by his sui-
cide.

Those students who were bul-
lying him should have been dealt 
with. Even though corporal pun-
ishment is no longer permitted 
in schools in New York state, per-
haps in this situation a good old-
fashioned paddling across those 
students’ backsides by the princi-
pal would have been appropriate.

All parents need to talk to 
their children about how to deal 

with bullying—there is so much 
of it going on in our schools today. 
All school staffs should be able to 
detect the signs of when a student 
is being bullied and be prepared 
to intervene.

A child’s life was destroyed 
forever by a bunch of cold-heart-
ed, cruel children who constantly 
taunted him for no logical reason 
whatsoever.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for the fi rst ever Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Deadline for Nominations is September 23, 2016.

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in January 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

To: Loretta Lunch, attorney 
general of the United States; 
Preet Bahara, U.S. attorney for 
the Southern District

In light of the Department 
of Justice’s recent amicus 
brief in Walker v. City of Cal-
houn arguing for the uncon-
stitutionality of bail systems 
that insufficiently consider 
both a defendant’s indigence 
and alternative methods of 
assuring appearance at trial, 
I am writing to request that 
DOJ investigate the bail sys-
tem in New York City, where 
thousands of low- level indi-
gent defendants spend time 
on Rikers Island for being 
unable to make bail of $1,000 
or less. 

Rikers Island is populated 
primarily by poor people be-
ing punished for their pov-
erty. Or, as former New York 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lipp-
man stated last year, “Far too 
many people are trapped in 
pretrial detention simply be-

cause they are poor.” 
In 2015 my committee led 

a hearing on the state of bail 
in New York City, featuring 
testimony from stakeholders 
across the criminal justice 
system. The numbers ad-
duced were shocking. Accord-
ing to data provided by the 
New York City Department of 
Corrections, approximately 
53 percent of all inmates in-
carcerated on Rikers Island 
were detained because of an 
inability to post bail. Pretrial 
detention statistics for low -
level defendants are particu-
larly striking. The New York 
City Criminal Justice Agency 
reports that in 2014, 85 per-
cent of non- felony defendants   
— more than 6,000 people   — 
were unable to make bail of 
$500 or less at arraignment 
and 46 percent of these defen-
dants never made bail prior 
to final disposition of their 
case.

Then there’s race. A Vera 
Institute of Justice study of 

Manhattan Criminal Court 
found black and Latino defen-
dants more likely than white 
defendants to be detained at 
arraignment for having bail 
set that they could not meet, 
and a Human Rights Watch 
study found that black and 
Latino defendants comprise 
89 percent of pretrial detain-
ees held on bail of $1,000 or 
less.

These numbers reflect nu-
merous institutional failures, 
including: 

1) the near universal fail-
ure of participants in the 
arraignment process to en-
sure (a) consideration of a 
defendant’s “employment and 
financial resources” as re-
quired by New York law and 
(b) utilization of any of the 
seven allowed five alternative 
forms of bail other than cash 
and commercial bond; 

2) the city’s failure to make 
paying bail less onerous for 
the poor, so that (a) defen-
dants aren’t rushed to Rikers 

Island before a family mem-
ber can appear and pay bail, 
and  (b) payments for those on 
Rikers Island can be made on-
line without family members 

trekking to a city jail for a 
process that takes hours. 

These failures mirror 
many of the concerns out-
lined by DOJ’s brief in Walk-
er. Specifically, New York 
City reflects “a bail system 
that incarcerates indigent 
individuals without mean-
ingful consideration of their 
indigence and alternative 
methods of assuring their ap-
pearance at trial.”

As such, I respectfully re-
quest that DOJ conduct an 
investigation to determine 
whether bail and pretrial de-
tention practices as applied 
to indigent defendants here 
in New York City violate the 
constitution, and if so to take 
such action as is necessary to 
effect remedial measures. 

Rory I. Lancman
City Councilman

Fresh Meadows

READERS WRITE

Our bail system is stacked against the poor

RORY LANCMAN
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C
an we please stop telling 
parents that it is normal 
to be terrified for even 
the shortest periods of 

time when kids are doing the 
most mundane of activities: 
Walking to or from school?

Because here’s what NBC’s 
Alyssa Newcomb reported the 
other day in a piece on “Back-
to-School Safety Tech That 
Helps Keep Kids Safe” (The 
title alone reinforces the idea 
that kids are not safe without 
us taking new, tech-assisted 
precautions): “No matter how 
mature and responsible a child 
is, those few blocks without 
adult supervision are enough 
to make most parents worry.”

Since when? Since crime is 
back to the level it was in 1963? 
Since we are living in the saf-

est times in human history, 
according to Harvard’s Ste-
ven Pinker? Since even child 
deaths at the hand of a kidnap-
per — already extremely rare 
— are now one-fifth of what 
they were just 20 years ago? 
“Most parents worry” about a 
few block walk, in these par-
ticularly safe times, even if 

they know their kids are ma-
ture and responsible?

That seems like some kind 
of illness. Yes, it is normal to 
worry if the neighborhood is 
truly crime-ridden. And natu-
rally it can be worrying if a 
child is late getting home or if 
it is the first week of school and 
the child is just getting used to 
the walk. But for parents to 
worry no matter how mature 
their kid, how short the walk, 
and how safe the neighborhood 
does not make sense.

Igniting the fuse of fear 
makes sense for only two 
groups of people: The media, 
which depend on fear to keep 
us engaged, and the makers of 
tech tracking devices, who de-
pend on our dollars to stay in 
business. After all, if they can 

convince us that it is normal 
to fret any time we take our 
eyes off our kids, they can sell 
us products that keep our eyes 
upon them.

And so reporter Newcomb 
goes on to list four products 
that track kids and apprise the 
parents of their location. The 
Pocketfinder is one. It goes in 
the child’s backpack and “up-
dates a parent’s smartphone 
with their location every two 
minutes.”

Obsess much? It also alerts 
parents the second their child 
veers off the prescribed path. 
What a joy that makes walk-
ing home: Follow that squirrel 
for a block and Mom calls 911.

Then there’s Life 360, 
which is free and sounds like 
Harry Potter’s Marauder’s 
Map, showing every family 
members’ location. But if you 
pay a premium (a ha!) you can 
get “expanded history data 
and a live adviser for urgent 
situations.” Just suggesting 
“urgent situations” makes the 
walk sound dire.

The Canary, also profiled, 
is part of a $199 home secu-

rity system, allowing you “to 
see live video and hear audio 
from their home. Parents can 
even replay the video clip from 
when their child walked in the 
door, ensuring that they were 
with only authorized house 
guests.”

Maybe it should really 
be called the Stool Pigeon. It 
seems less like a normal house-
hold device and more like the 
closed-circuit television above 
the door at a 7-Eleven.

And finally there’s the Au-
gust Smart Lock, which let’s 
you “see and speak to whoever 
is at your door, even if you’re 
not home.” It also locks and un-
locks your door, long distance, 
“making it ideal if your kid 
forgets their key,” according 
to Newcomb. At $400 it might 
be more ideal to make your kid 
a few extra keys or even hide 
one someplace clever. 

So now I, too, have some 
advice on how to keep your 
kid safe on the way home from 
school — advice that the tele-
vision report, in its haste to 
hail technological solutions to 
nearly non-existent dangers, 

forgot. Teach your children to:
• Look left, look right, look 

left again when crossing the 
street.

• Make sure that anyone 
turning sees them in the cross-
walk.

• Ask strangers for help 
if they need it. Teaching 
“Stranger danger” removes 
all the people who could help 
them in an emergency. ( Re-
member that Utah Boy Scout 
who was lost for three days 
because every time he heard a 
search party member calling 
his name, he scampered off 
to hide from the “stranger”? ) 
However, teach your kids 
that they while they can talk 
to anyone, they cannot go off 
with anyone. And they should 
not get into someone’s car.

Those are tips that make 
a lot of sense and, by golly, 
they are free! Of course, for 
a premium, I will add a new 
and pointless tip every month. 
Sign up now! 

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com.

COLUMNS

Common-sense tips to keep your kids safe 

Too few voices in fi ght against airplane noise

I
t has fallen on the shoul-
ders of eight lawmakers to 
fight the airplane noise and 
pollution caused by jet air-

planes in Queens.  U.S. Sens. 
Charles Schumer and  Kirsten 
Gillibrand, Congresswoman 
Grace Meng; state Sens. Toby 
Stavisky, Tony Avella and Joe 
Addabbo Jr.,; state Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz; and 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
make up the eight. While other 
legislators may be involved in 
the battle, I have not seen their 
names in the papers recently, 
so pardon any omissions.

The struggle is supposed 
to be led by roundtables asso-
ciated with our local airports 

consisting of representatives 
from the FAA, Port Author-
ity of NY and NJ, community 
leaders, local legislators, and 
aviation industry members, 
but the roundtables are not 
functioning in New York City, 
so our legislators have taken 
up the fight.

For years roundtables have 
been operating at airports 
around the United States and 
this is what is supposed to be 
happening here in the New 
York Metropolitan Area. Re-
gretfully, some borough lead-
ers either want one roundtable 
for the whole New York area 
or one roundtable for each of 
the three airports and are pre-
venting  the formation of any 
roundtables as well as any-
thing from happening. There 
are enough Queens civic lead-
ers who can provide solutions 
if they can only cooperate.

About 50 sound monitors 
provide what the noise levels 
are like in each community in 

our metropolitan area. A new 
one in Fresh Meadows, in my 
own backyard, monitors the 
noise level of the Whitestone 
Climb when planes taking off 
from La Guardia Airport ev-
ery minute or so belly up and 
soar into the sky. With all this 
information, the FAA in con-
junction with lawmakers and 
Queens civic leaders should be 
able to work out a noise abate-
ment program.

The issue of pollutants from 
aviation fuel is now being dis-
cussed with the plan of having 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency regulate the problem 
of noise and pollutants, too..  
Do you know that airplanes 
coming in for a landing re-
lease excess fuel to eliminate a 
fire danger as they land yet the 
fuel floats down on our houses 
and lawns and into our lungs 
continuously?

The FAA permits the day-
night sound average to be 65 
decibels. Our legislators want 

it lowered to 55 decibels. There 
have been studies of the effect 
of airplane noise on our abil-
ity to exercise and maintain 
our health.  It is time the gov-
ernment actually did things to 
maintain our health. Oh, heli-
copter noise is a noise which is 
under consideration as a prob-
lem to our health.

There are lots of statistics 
and several community activ-
ists on community boards and 
in groups such as Quiet Skies, 
which have been fighting for 
years to solve the problems.  
This is a nationwide issue so 
members of Congress from 
all over the country should be 
able to cooperate to limit the 
noise.

 
GOOD AND BAD 

NEWS OF THE WEEK:

While charities and politi-
cal parties are worthy of a con-
tribution, the requests have 
gotten out of hand. We give to 
what we consider to be a few 

worthy charities.  We do this 
in January or February so we 
know that during the rest of 
the year any further request 
for money is redundant. It is 
August and yet groups are 
still asking for money for dif-
ferent reasons. New groups 
make you feel that you gave 
in the past. Old groups have a 
different angle. After the four  
or fifth request it gets a little 
annoying.

Regretfully, our federal 
government gives subsidies 
of about $4 billion to the oil 
and gas companies so they 
can drill for polluting fossil 
fuels. These companies make 
billions of dollars in profit so 
they don’t need our subsidies. 
I have the nagging feeling that 
we are still giving subsidies 
to the tobacco industry. Could 
we be so stupid to do such a 
thing?

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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natural born 
baker
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A
n evaluation of the roll-
out and implementation 
of the nation’s largest 
municipal ID program 

found that it was an over-
whelming success, a report 
issued by the city a year and a 
half since its inception said.  

According to the mayor’s 
office, 863,464 New York City 
residents signed up and re-
ceived a municipal ID through 
the IDNYC program during 
the first18 months of the pro-
gram.

The goal of IDNYC was to 
create a form of identification 
that was easily accessible to the 
average New Yorker, without 
the cost, time or documentation 
requirements of other forms of 

ID.  Though one of the program 
goals was to assist undocu-
mented persons with obtaining 
some form of identification, the 
pairing of the card with mu-
seum admission and other ben-
efits also attempted to broaden 
its appeal to immigrants and 
non-immigrants alike.  In ad-
dition, the program was lauded 
for giving transgender people 
the option to identify their gen-
der and allowing the homeless 
and people in a domestic vio-
lence situation to designate a 
“care of” address.

The evaluation methodol-
ogy included a survey of ap-
proximately 70,000 cardhold-
ers as focus groups with a 
number of community-based 
organizations.  Though there 
were long waits at the start 
of the program, 94 percent of 
respondents rated the process 
to get the card as somewhat or 
very easy.  Queens residents 
account for  28 percent of the 
city’s population but repre-
sent 31 percent of cardholders, 

predominantly in the corri-
dor of Queens neighborhoods 
stretching from Woodside to 
Flushing-Murray Hill.

Among the more notable 
findings, 36 percent of the 
respondents who are immi-
grants report having IDNYC 
as their only form of U.S. photo 
identification.  More than half 
- or  51.8 percent of all survey 
respondents, immigrants and 
non-immigrants alike, report-
ed using the ID card as their 
primary form of identifica-
tion.  For some, using the ID as 
their preferred form of identi-
fication may be because their 
existing identification, such 
as a passport, is significantly 
more difficult to replace if it 
lost or stolen.  

Perhaps a caveat to the en-
thusiastic numbers reported 
were that an overwhelming 
number of enrollees indicated 
one of their reasons for getting 
the IDNYC was to “show sup-
port for the program.”  In sub-
sequent years, the challenge 

for the municipal ID program 
is overcoming New Yorkers’ 
ingrained skepticism and 
continuing assurances over 
privacy and data collection.  
In comparison to other major 
municipal ID programs, San 
Francisco has over 3 percent 
of its city’s population enrolled 
in over six years, compared 
to New York City’s 10 percent.  
Already, in just 18 months, 
IDNYC is the country’s most 
expansive and arguably suc-
cessful municipal ID program.

Notably, detractors of the 
program raised the possibility 
that IDNYC might be used to 
access public benefits.  Howev-
er, as public benefits programs 
have much higher standards 
of documentation, including 
proof of income, this notion is 
unfounded.  The evaluation re-
port findings support this, not-
ing that across all cardholders 
surveyed, 83.6 percent indi-
cated that access to public ben-
efits was “not at all” the reason 
they signed up.  Of the 58 per-

cent of respondents using the 
municipal ID as a form of iden-
tification, most indicated they 
would use it to enter schools 
and government/nongovern-
ment buildings, apply for an 
apartment lease or provide ID 
to the NYPD when stopped.  
Additionally, the ID is accept-
able as documentation in the 
participatory voting process, a 
mechanism to distribute local 
funding equitably that is likely 
to expand in upcoming years.

The program faces chal-
lenges in having major insti-
tutions, such as large banks, 
accept the municipal ID as a 
legitimate form of identifica-
tion.  It is also of limited use 
at the state and federal level, 
with some people reporting 
mixed success in having it ac-
cepted. The report notes that 
to improve the program, the 
city plans to release guidance 
about banking and other insti-
tutions as well as work with 
local vendors to recognize and 
facilitate acceptance.  

COLUMNS

Despite challenges, IDNYC is big success

New Voices
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an Marie Cecil Flaguel stood along-
side a hand-painted canvas that said 
“5Pointz Artists Support Unions.”

“I told you so,” is all Meres would 
say following the rally. Cecil Flaguel 
explained the two had warned anyone 
that would listen that Wolkoff “could 
not be trusted,” and they were ignored 
during the ULURP proceedings.

“It’s good to see so many brothers 
and sisters come here and the union 
leaders have their say, but now they 

have to take action,” she said. “We’ve 
known he’s a liar for 11 years. Three 
years later and promises are broken on 
the union jobs. What will Wolkoff re-
nege on next, the affordable housing? 
We’re surely not holding our breath on 
the art space he’s promised. We warned 
Councilman Van Bramer and Borough 
President Helen Marshall that he 
shouldn’t be trusted. Sometimes being 
right doesn’t feel so good.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

FLIP

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

disclosure statements.
He went to say that although chal-

lengers are often able to make it into 
public office, once there they begin to 
benefit from the system and do not ad-
vocate for change.

Jung said the public matching fund 
system could be extended to the state 
level by reducing tax breaks for private 
developers, which he contended would 
create about $7 billion in public funds, 
where only $25 million is needed for 
a matching fund system at the state 
level. 

Charles Yoon,executive director of 
the Korean American League of Civic 
Action, raised the issue of dry cleaner 
and nail salon employment practice 
and recent legislation designed to pro-
tect worker from dangerous chemicals 
and fumes.

Jung took the side of the issue  which 
defends business owners, as a business 

owner himself.
“Small businesses create two-

thirds of private sector jobs,” Jung 
said. “While we protect worker’s rights  
we need to find a way to promote small 
business.”

Stavisky said while employers 
should not be driven out of business, 
workers’ health should be a high pri-
ority. According to the senator, an 
attempt to change the way dry clean-
ing employers operate needs to be ad-
dressed through education, which ex-
plains how certain chemicals can be 
dangerous to staff.

--Candidates shared their views on 
communities in Queens under-served 
by public transportation resulting in 
packed subways and buses as well as 
crowded streets.

Lui asked the candidates how often 
the two take public transportation, 
Stavisky said it had been two years 
since she had last used her MetroCard, 
while Jung said he uses the bus almost 
every day.

Debate
Continued from Page 2

inside the Jamaica Muslim Center has 
been charged but not with a hate crime, 
according to prosecutors. 

At a funeral for the imam and his 
associate held Aug. 15, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio pledged a stronger police pres-
ence to protect Muslims praying at 
mosques, and other community mem-
bers called for cameras and quicker 
response times from the NYPD.

The shooting comes in the midst of 
a contentious presidential campaign 
in which the perception of Muslim 
Americans has increasingly become a 
focal point due to Donald Trump’s sug-
gestion of a ban on Muslim immigra-
tion into the United States. 

Morel is due back in court on Sept. 1 
at Queens Supreme Court in Kew Gar-
dens.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Imam murder
Continued from Page 5

and also get them downstream care 
with specialists and primary care phy-
sicians.”

By pairing up with Northwell, Go-
Health patients take advantage of trust-
ed medical professionals the system is 
known for as well as a shared record 
archive to keep practitioners informed 
of medical conditions diagnosed at oth-
er facilities within the network. 

According to Arora, these facilities 
have a “best-in-class” level of patient 
satisfaction calculated through their 
net promoter score.

Arora said Northwell Health-Go-
Health facilities are much like any 
other urgent care centers. They treat 
common illnesses and injuries, includ-
ing allergic reactions; rashes; cuts, 
burns and bites; falls, sprains, strains 
and broken bones; colds and flus; sore 
throat; pink eye; infections. It also of-
fers vaccinations, flu shots and physi-
cals. 

Arora will oversee operations of the 
facility, while the medical practice will 
be clinically overseen by Dr. Robert 
Korn, the medical director of North-
well Health-GoHealth Urgent Care.

The official opening date of the fa-
cility is Sept. 16.

Northwell
Continued from Page 5

5Pointz
Continued from Page 9
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BACK TO SCHOOL

T he fi rst day of school can 
create butterfl ies in the 
stomachs of parents and 

children alike. However, fol-
lowing a few tips can alleviate 
feelings of nervousness.

August and September are 
prime months for the return 
to school. Whether this is a 
child’s fi rst time entering the 
classroom, or he has done the 
back-to-school thing multiple 
times, it’s not uncommon for 
feelings of anxiety to arise.

There are expectations and 
unknowns with each and ev-
ery school year for both stu-
dents and their parents. Pivotal 
years — such as kindergar-

ten, sixth grade for middle-
schoolers, freshman year of 
high school, or the start of col-
lege — can create added levels 
of jitters because these years 
mark entry to a new school or 
new routine. But keeping a few 
pointers in mind can alleviate 
some of the fears:

Keep a routine
It is important for parents 

and students to get back into 
the school swing of things a 
few weeks prior to the fi rst day 
of school. Start setting alarm 
clocks for the hour at which 
kids will have to wake up, and 
get them in the habit of rising 

from bed and starting the day. 
Try to schedule something 

to do each day that will be the 
inspiration for getting moving, 
such as school supply shop-
ping. Take the carpool route 
to school, or fi nd out where 
the school bus stop may be. 
These practice sessions will 
enable your family to decide 
how much time is needed to 
get ready in the morning and 
make changes accordingly.

Mention school 
frequently

Begin talking about school 
and what is necessary to pre-
pare. Be sure to talk about 

the more enjoyable aspects of 
school, such as seeing friends, 
participating in extracurric-
ular activities, and even the 
change of scenery school pro-
vides. 

Mention the things your 
child may expect. Hearing 
about school frequently can 
reduce feelings of anxiety.

Visit the school
If this is your child’s fi rst 

time entering the school, you 
can take advantage of orienta-
tion days for new students, or 
schedule an individual visit to 
the school. 

A tour and a meeting with 

the principal will also assuage 
some fears of the unknown. 
This can also calm any ap-
prehension you may have, be-
cause you, too, will know the 
layout of the school, its poli-
cies, and who will be watching 
over your child. 

Don’t be nervous
Children often look to their 

parents for guidelines on how 
to behave. If you’re overly 
nervous or sad about the fi rst 
day of school, you could make 
your kid nervous, too. Put on a 
brave face and keep any anxi-
ety hidden until kids have left 
for school.

ALLEVIATING 
JITTERS ON
FIRST DAY 
OF SCHOOL 
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Beware the overstuffed 
school backpack!

If you wonder why more 
kids than ever before are 
complaining about back and 
neck pain—and you should be, 
what with classes starting up 
again—a likely reason is that 
they’re weighed down by back-
packs crammed with every-
thing from textbooks to lap-
tops to musical instruments. 

Consider this: “The fed-
eral Consumer Product Safety 
Commission calculated that 
carrying a 12-pound backpack 
to and from school and lifting 
it 10 times a day for an entire 
school year puts a cumulative 
load on youngsters’ bodies of 
21,600 pounds,” The New York 
Times reported, “or the equiv-

alent of six mid-sized cars.”
No wonder experts warn 

that kids are putting them-
selves at risk of even more 
serious conditions like stress 
fractures in the back, inflam-
mation of growth cartilage 
and nerve damage in the neck 
and shoulders. 

“Over time, the heavy 
weight of a backpack can cause 
an unnatural alignment of the 
spine as students are forced 
to offset the pressure by arch-
ing the back or bending for-
ward at the hips,” said Sherry 
McAllister, DC, executive vice 
president of the not-for-profit 
Foundation for Chiropractic 
Progress, adding that stu-
dents who are already prone to 
slouching may experience fur-

ther pain from sitting at a desk 
for prolonged periods.

Doctors of chiropractic, 
who have a minimum seven 
years of higher learning, spe-
cialize in providing hands-on 
care that helps to naturally 
align and strengthen the 
spine.  And since they also 
routinely advise on proper 
body positioning— especially 
important to ensure while 
children are still growing—
the foundation knows from 
whence it speaks on these 
backpack-related tips:

• Limit packs to no more 
than 10 percent of a kid’s 
weight.

• Packs with padded straps 
and multiple compartments 
help distribute weight.

Don’t let your children overfi ll their backpacks

Queens kids get help carrying books

The cost of back-to-school supplies—not just pencils and notebooks, but clothes, shoes, gym uniforms, calcu-
lators, you name it—gets to a few hundred dollars real quick. Now, multiply that by a couple of kids. For fami-
lies without the means, the chance for a free backpack full of school supplies is hard to pass up. That's why 
giveaways like these are so popular. In Corona, state Sen. Jose Peralta  (center, in white shirt) has organized 
a giveaway for the past several years with donated supplies. Public Advocate Letitia James (l) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (behind her in green shirt) came this year to lend a hand.   Courtesy of State Sen. Peralta

Michael Fain, 12, shows off the backpack he got during a giveway at PS 
20 in Flushing.

Islamic Circle North America gives out so many thou-
sands of backpacks in the city, it has to start its program 
in July. 

Students from York College help hand out back-
packs at charter schools. 

BACK TO SCHOOL
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REGISTER NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2016!!

Learning & Fun All Rolled Into One!
Established for 18 years

The Crayon Box Preschool believes in giving children a foundation 
of education they can take with them throughout their student years.

Great Teacher/Student Ratios Full Size Indoor Gym  
Outdoor Playground Flexible Schedule for Working Families

CALL MS. VIRGINIA @ 718-888-9341 
OR STOP BY 44-10 192ND STREET, FLUSHING

Visit our website for pricing and pictures

www.crayonboxpreschool.com
Look for us on Facebook: crayonboxpreschool

VOTED
THE BEST

PRE-SCHOOL
IN

QUEENS

LIMITED SPACE 
AVAILABLE

Professional Academic 
Curriculum

Serving Ages 
2 to 6 Years Old

Ask about our NEW afterschool!! Homework help, organized play/coding 
checkout some pics and reviews @ facebook.com/thecurrentacademy

or website www.CurrentAcademy.com
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A student’s academic per-
formance is influenced by a 
host of factors, including the 
learning environment both 
inside the classroom and at 
home. While students may 
have only limited control over 
the environment in their class-
rooms, they and their parents 
can do much to create home 
study environments that are 
conducive to learning.

• Create a “distraction-

free” zone. Today’s students 
are inundated with distrac-
tions. Whereas students were 
once most distracted by radios, 
televisions and the great out-
doors when studying at home, 
nowadays kids must also find 
time to focus on their studies 
with their tablets and smart-
phones just a stone’s throw 
away. When choosing a study 
area at home, parents can 
designate a “distraction-free” 
zone where no televisions, ra-
dios, tablets and smartphones 
are allowed. Children are 
increasingly dependent on 

their smartphones and tab-
lets, and while such devices 
can sometimes prove useful to 
students, that benefit is often 
outweighed by the distraction 
they present. When kids study 
at night, be sure they turn off 
their smartphones and only 
use their tablets as study aids.

• Emphasize organiza-

tion. Various organization 
techniques can help kids be 
more efficient when studying. 
Encourage kids to separate 
their learning materials by 
subject, and keep a calendar 
or daily planner at home list-
ing when their assignments 
are due and which days they 
will be tested. Encourage 
youngsters to keep their home 
study areas tidy as well, as un-
organized areas can make it 
harder to focus or force kids to 
spend some of their study time 
cleaning up.

• Establish quiet hours 

at home. Quiet hours at home 
while kids are studying can 
help them better absorb their 

coursework, and that may lead 
to improved performance in 
the classroom. While it’s im-

portant that a kid’s study ar-
eas remain distraction-free, 
it can also help if distractions 

outside those areas are mini-
mized. Keep televisions and 
other potentially noisy dis-
tractions turned off while kids 
are studying. If you want to 
catch up on a favorite televi-
sion show or watch a movie, 
do so on your tablet instead 
of the television, connecting 
earphones so kids are not 
overhearing anything while 
they’re trying to study.

• Keep healthy snacks 

on hand. Hunger can be just 
as distracting as electronics 
or noisy housemates, so keep 
healthy snacks on hand. In 
lieu of unhealthy fare like po-
tato chips or empty calories 
like pretzels, keep your home 
stocked with fruits and vege-
tables and protein-rich snacks 
like Greek yogurt. Such snacks 
will quell kids’ hunger pangs 
while also providing a boost of 
energy.

A strong home study envi-
ronment can help students do 
their best in the classroom.

Creating a great study environment at home

718-732-0014
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!

BACK TO SCHOOL
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718-225-5252
40-31 235 STREET, DOUGLASTON, NY 11363

WWW.PATTISCHMIDTDANCE.COM

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip-hop • Company • Nutcracker • Pointe • Combo • Acro • Stretch • Boy Classes • Zumba

8

llet • Hip-hop • Company • Nutcra

FREE TRIAL
DANCE CLASSES

Aug. 30th, 31st, Sept. 1st

5:30 Combo Preschool
6:00 Jazz/Hip Hop

6:30 Ballet
7:00 Tap

$5.00 Off Registration

CLASSES BEGIN SEPT. 15TH

It’s Never to Late to Start Dancing
OPEN HOUSE FALL REGISTRATION

August 30th, 31st, September 1st

Patti Schmidt  
DANCE & EXERCISE CENTER

Serving the 
community
since 1956
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As summer comes to a 
close, the anticipation of the 
new back-to-school year can 
be both exciting and stressful. 
Summer fun will soon give 
way to after school activities, 
sports and homework. Morn-
ings will become slightly more 
hectic and fast-paced as ev-
eryone races to get their back-
packs and get out the door.

It can be easy to forget to 
take the time to recharge and 
reconnect with your family to 
really enjoy the time shared, 
whether it’s before school or 
during an afternoon snack.

For the parents preparing 
for the back-to-school rush, 
these five tips can decrease 
the frenzy and maximize fam-
ily time:

1. Do your back-to-school 
shopping early.

Waiting for the first day of 
school to shop is a recipe for 
disaster. Beat the rush and 
picked over shelves by getting 
in your shopping early, when 
shelves are freshly stocked 
and the crowds are minimal. 
You might not have the full 
supplies list, but you know the 
essentials.

2. Prep meals for the fam-
ily.

The first week of school 

can be pretty hectic and as a 
result, your family’s eating 
habits can suffer. Take one 
thing off your plate and prep 
your meals in advance. Prep-
ping individual portions of 
cereals and pre-cutting fresh 
fruit means there’s one less 
question mark in the morning. 
Meal prep gives you more time 
to enjoy the company of your 
family.

3. Prep your kids for back-
to-school mode.

The transition from sum-
mertime to school time can 
be a hard one, so ease your 
kids into school mode a week 
in advance by setting the 
alarms in the morning, hav-
ing them work on learning 
activities during the day and 
having their “after-school” 
snack time. You can use these 
tips and get creative with your 
“snack game” by using their 
favorite cereal to help them 
beat the back to school blues.

4. Create a homework sta-
tion.

It’s easy to get distracted 
when you’re doing something 
boring, that’s why creating 
a designated space for home-
work and studying is neces-
sary. No more sitting in front 
of the TV while you “read.”

5. Take “cariño” time.
It’s easy to over-plan, over-

schedule and over-stress with 
the arrival of the school year. 
Sharing a snack with your kids 

means time to relax and just 
enjoy their company. Whether 
it’s first thing in the morning 
or when they get home from 
school, enjoying a bowl of their 
favorite cereal or some cut up 
carrots and hummus together 
is good for the whole family 
both physically and mentally.

With all these tips in mind, 
parents and kids alike will be 
able to transition into the new 
school year full recharged and 
ready to take on the day! 

A child’s school-aged years 
are filled with many differ-
ent lessons and experiences. 
While in school, kids have 
the opportunity to broaden 
their horizons and meet new 
people. 

Many students will attend 
various schools before mov-
ing on to college, and there-
fore they must learn how to 
adjust to new schools. While 
many students attend elemen-
tary school together for years, 
students may not know their 
classmates once they make it 
to middle school, which tends 
to boast larger student bod-
ies than elementary schools. 
That’s because many middle 
schools’ student bodies are a 
combination of several elemen-
tary schools. Making the tran-
sition from elementary school 
to middle school or junior high 
can spark anxiety in students, 
but that does not have to be.

The National Education 

Association says a common 
element of a successful middle 
school experience is a smooth 
and positive transition from 
elementary school. The follow-
ing are a few ways students 
can handle their transition to 
middle school.

• Participate in a school-

based transition program. 

Middle schools frequently host 
open houses for elementary 
school students, who can take 
tours of the campus. Parents 
can take part in these events 
with their children. If your 
schedule does not allow you to 
attend, then schedule a private 
tour with the middle school 
principal or a faculty member. 
Middle school guidance coun-
selors or guest speakers also 
may make the rounds, visiting 
elementary schools directly. 
Be sure your student attends 
such information sessions so 
he or she can get an idea of 
what to expect during middle 

school.
• Dispel any myths your 

youngster might have heard 

about middle school. Young-
sters hear lots of things about 
middle schools, and much 

of what kids hear might be 
untrue. Ask kids what they 
have heard about the schools 
they will be moving on to, and 
then do your best to dispel any 
myths. 

• Find a middle school 

buddy. Ask an older sibling 
or invite someone who is cur-
rently enrolled in the school 
to speak with your child and 
answer any questions he or 
she may have. Hearing direct-
ly from a fellow student may 
make your child feel more 
comfortable about what to ex-
pect.

• Talk about any other 

fears. Engage in an open dia-
logue with your son or daugh-
ter about any additional fears 
he or she may have. If students 
are worried about academics, 
spend some time over the sum-
mer going over the curricu-
lum. If the potential for peer 
pressure is a cause for con-
cern, reinforce advice on how 
to react to peer pressure.

Parents and their children 
can take several steps to make 
students’ transitions to middle 
school as smooth as possible. 

5 back-to-school tips to maximize family time

How students can handle middle-school transition

BACK TO SCHOOL
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Enjoy the best from more than 50 premier shops, fine restaurants, entertainment venues, 
professional services and plenty of free parking.

Style. Selection. Convenience.

Cord Meyer Development LLC
26th Ave. & Bell Blvd., Bayside

Visit us at: http://www.bayterrace.com

 For Your Back-to-School Needs

Visit us at: http://www.cordmeyer.net
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Open a
  Kids Account today!

Just $1.00 to open
No Monthly Service Fees

For more information, please call 
(877) 786-6560 or visit myNYCB.com

futureIt’s never too early to start  
planning for their 

© New York Community Bank- Member FDIC                                       Equal Opportunity Lender

BACK TO SCHOOL

The notice arrives: Your 
child’s school does not allow 
any tree nuts on the premises. 
Or perhaps you’ve just learned 
this year’s classroom is a des-
ignated peanut free zone.

This can be frustrating for 
all parents, especially with all 
those confusing food labels 
and dealing with finicky eat-
ers of your own. These banned 
foods are, after all, inexpen-
sive, nutritious and shelf-
stable proteins perfect for the 
lunch box.

However the statistics are 
clear, the number of children 
suffering from food allergies 
is rising, growing 50 percent 
between 1997 and 2011, ac-
cording to a 2013 study by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. But no one is 
sure as to what is causing this 
increase. The CDC estimates 
that 4 to 6 percent of U.S. chil-
dren have some form of food 
allergy, and 90 percent of food 
allergies are caused by one of 
these eight foods: milk, eggs, 
fish, shellfish, wheat, soy, pea-
nuts and tree nuts (such as pe-

cans, walnuts, pine nuts).
Ultimately, we need to re-

member that the bigger pic-
ture is to keep allergens out of 
the school to save lives—and 
spare your child the trauma of 
witnessing a classmate suffer 
from a severe reaction. Here 
are five ways to navigate in-
school food allergies. 

Practice safe hygiene: In 
some cases, touching shared 
surfaces at school can trans-
fer particles that can trigger 
a mild reaction in allergy suf-
ferers, such as itchy skin. If 
your child eats peanut butter 
toast for breakfast at home, 
for example, be sure hands 
are washed thoroughly before 
leaving for school.

Lunch alternatives: Pack 
some creativity along with ice 
packs or thermoses to create 
some tasty but healthy lunches 
that can be kept at a safe tem-
perature all morning. Some 
kids might enjoy hummus and 
fresh veggies on bread or a tor-
tilla. Or pack fun separates so 
kids can assemble their own 
entree, such as small soft tor-

tillas with taco toppings, such 
as cheese, diced chicken breast 
and lettuce. Leftovers may be 
your surprise noontime hit, 
especially if they include fare 
like pasta, pizza and home-
made soup and chili.

Read labels like a pro: 
When tree nuts or peanuts are 
not allowed in school, read the 
label on the packaging before 
sending it to school. It may 
seem like common sense can 
steer you clear from danger, but 
allergens can be found in many 
not-so-obvious foods, especially 
breads and baked goods. Food 
manufacturers are required by 

the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to list the presence of any 
of the eight most common aller-
gens at the bottom of an ingre-
dients list, making it easier for 
all parents. Packaged food may 
also include a voluntary advi-
sory that reads, “manufactured 
in a facility that also processes 
peanuts,” or “may contain tree 
nuts.”  

Snack safely: Some food 
companies make it a practice 
to keep certain allergens, like 
tree nuts and peanuts, out of 
their facilities and will label 
this on the package to assure 
their customers. Sending 

safe and shareable treats that 
are easy to identify takes the 
burden off your child’s busy 
teacher, and the kids with food 
allergies will feel included on 
treat day. 

Have the no-bullying 

talk: The nut ban can seem 
like a challenge when sending 
your child off to school, but 
don’t share your frustrations 
with your child. In fact, this is 
a great opportunity talk about 
how important it is that every-
one feels safe. Food allergies 
are not a joke, yet one-third of 
students with a food allergy re-
port they were bullied because 
of their allergies, according to 
Food Allergy Research and Ed-
ucation. Have a talk with your 
child about what’s safe and ap-
propriate and what isn’t.  

There is much to think 
about when it’s time to send 
your child to school. But a 
few simple steps and a little 
knowledge will help you do 
your part to keep all children 
safe at school and focused on 
learning.

What do when your kid’s school goes nut-free
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Registration Hours: Mon–Thurs 5pm to 8pm & Sat 12pm to 3pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~Musical Theater 
Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Salsa Caleña ~ Jumps & Turns  

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes  
Drama and Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons ~ Competitive Dance Team

Voted Best 
Children’s 

Gymnastics

Voted Best 
Adult Dance 

Studio

Voted Best 
Performing
Arts Camp

Voted Best 
Children’s

Dance 
Studio

Classes Begin
September 12th

132- 19 14th Ave, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)
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German   Lessons
for 

Children

A Bilingual German 
After School Program

New York State
Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

BACK TO SCHOOL

“How was your day,” 
you ask your child af-
ter school. Rather than 
hearing a funny recess 
anecdote or story about a 
tough test, she murmurs 
back, “I’m hungry.”

School days are long, 
and if your child par-
ticipates in after-school 
activities, they’re even 
longer. Busy kids need 
plenty of fuel to keep 
their bodies and minds 
going.

“Considering most 
kids get just 20 minutes 
to eat lunch, and some 
as early as 10:30 in the 
morning, after-school 
hunger becomes a big 
problem,” says Laura Fu-
entes, cookbook author, 
food blogger and founder 
of MOMables.

Fuentes developed 
five simple tips to help 
fight after-school hunger 
and keep kids going until 
dinnertime.

Tip 1. Plan ahead
Adding extras to 

lunch keeps things inter-
esting for kids, plus helps 
them feel full for longer. 
Plan ahead to keep hun-
ger pangs at bay all day.

“By adding premade 
frozen smoothies inside 
my kids’ lunchboxes, I’m 
able to keep their lunch 
cool, plus they quench 
thirst and satisfy hunger 

at the same time,” says 
Fuentes.

Tip 2. Have portable 
snacks ready

A balanced snack that 
can be eaten on-the-go 
is a life saver. Pack the 
pantry with wholesome 
options that both parents 
and kids love. Addition-
ally, don’t overlook fresh 
fruit that is both healthy 
and portable.

“I love pairing Peanut 
Butter Sandwich Crack-
ers with apple slices,” 
says Fuentes. “They offer 
up to 5 grams of protein, 
plus are made with real 
peanut butter and ched-
dar cheese—a combina-
tion kids just love.”

Tip 3. Pack a balanced 
lunch 

Balancing the lunch-
box can help ensure 
kids stay satiated longer. 
Make sure to include 
protein, healthy fats and 
carbohydrates, fresh 
fruits and vegetables in 
every lunch you pack.

“School lunch breaks 
are shorter than ever, 
so cutting up foods into 
smaller pieces can make 
it easier and quicker to 
eat,” Fuentes says. “Ad-
ditionally, dividing the 
foods sent to school in 
multiple containers dis-
tributes the food for dif-
ferent break periods.”

Tip 4. Make a whole-
some breakfast

Many kids come home 
starving because they 
haven’t eaten enough to 
fuel their day. Making 
breakfast part of your 
morning routine is es-
sential for setting kids 
up for success.

“Two of my favorite 
easy and portable break-
fast ideas that can be 
made ahead of time are 
quick breakfast burritos 
and overnight oats,” says 
Fuentes. “They provide 
just the right amount of 
fuel and protein to help 
kids focus in school.”

Tip 5. Rule out thirst 
“Since thirst can of-

ten masquerade as hun-
ger, it’s important to 
have water available at 
all times,” Fuentes says.

Try tucking an extra 
water bottle in your kid’s 
backpack and offer a cup 
immediately when they 
get home. To encourage 
kids to drink more water, 
add a touch of flavor and 
color by placing fresh 
orange slices or berries 
inside their cup.

After-school hunger 
doesn’t stand a chance 
with these smart tips. 
Try them out today and 
watch kids come home 
happier and feeling 
healthier than ever.

Parents can fi ght 
after-school hunger
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Have you made a decision about your child’s future?

119-17 union turnpike, forest hills, ny 11375-6143 | 718.268.4667 | www.kewforest.org

Kew-ForestSchool

The

Inspired Education Since 1918

Fall 2016

Open House Schedule

LOWER SCHOOL  

(Early Childhood - Grade 5)

Saturday, September 17 • 11am - 1pm

Saturday, October 15 • 10am - 12pm

Saturday, November 12 • 11am - 1pm

MIDDLE/UPPER SCHOOL 

(Grades 6 - 12)

Thursday, September 29 • 5pm - 7pm

Thursday, October 13 • 5pm - 7pm

Thursday, November 17 • 5pm - 7pm

To RSVP please visit  

www.kewforest.org

Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School 

is an independent, co-ed, college preparatory school 

for students in early childhood through 12th grade. 

With more than 250 students hailing from 65  

countries around the globe, Kew-Forest produces 

citizens of our school and the world.

Today the School maintains a rich tradition of fostering 

“high standards of excellence, discipline and a 

sincere spirit of service.”  

We invite you to come see what we’re all about.

For more information, please contact:

Henry C. Horne

Director of Admission and Enrollment Management

e: hhorne@kewforest.org  |  t: (718) 268-4667 ext. 125
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FallRegistrationNow TakingPlace!

For parents with college-
age children, there’s a fairly 
standard set of basics that 
helps ensure their children are 
ready to tackle the world with 
some degree of independence. 
But beyond school supplies, 
housing, food and transporta-
tion, one important consider-
ation remains: health care. 

As a parent, ensuring your 
young adult is equipped to 
take charge of his own health 
can be a daunting task. That’s 
why it’s important to have a 
conversation with your col-
lege students about their local 
health service options before 
the need arises. Together you 
can do some research and 
discuss the answers to these 
questions:

What is your health cov-
erage? Take time to brush up 
on (or introduce your child) 
to your family’s health insur-
ance policy and understand 
how your policy covers vari-
ous facilities. This is an oppor-
tunity to teach about co-pays 
and deductibles, and what it 

means when a physician or fa-
cility is considered in-network 
and out-of-network. 

Do you already pay to use 
the student health center? In 
some cases, student fees in-
clude access to the campus 
student health center and your 
separate health insurance may 
not be necessary. However, it’s 

important to understand what 
the student fee covers and 
where there may be gaps, such 
as dental care.

What are the local options 
for health care? You’ll rest eas-
ier with the assurance that the 
medical care available to your 
students is of the highest qual-
ity. Many colleges and univer-

sities take the extra step of 
achieving accreditation by the 
Accreditation Association for 
Ambulatory Health Care, the 
nation’s leading accreditor of 
student health services, to af-
firm that the care they provide 
is at nationally recognized 
standards.

Where is the student center 
located? Encourage your stu-
dent to set up a well appoint-
ment at the student health clin-
ic to get a file started. Not only 
will this ensure your child 
can find the center when need 
arises, having an established 
patient profile cuts down on 
paperwork when there’s an 
emergent health concern. This 
is particularly helpful for stu-
dents with medical issues or 
restrictions because they can 
be logged in advance for easy 
recall.

Which other medical prac-
titioners are in the area? There 
may be any number of reasons 
your student needs to be seen 
off campus, so it’s a smart idea 
to look for AAAHC accredita-

tion when trying to assess the 
quality of nearby health care 
alternatives. Make a short list 
with office hours and phone 
numbers for future reference.

Where is the best local hos-
pital? Devise an emergency 
plan for urgent needs and be 
sure your student knows how 
to get to the closest urgent 
care center and hospital, as 
well as when to use each one. 
If possible, visit the facilities 
in person so your child can get 
familiar with the facility and 
learn where to go and how to 
check in without the pressure 
of a crisis situation.

By approaching the topic of 
your college student’s health 
care together, you can help 
ensure your child has the in-
formation necessary to begin 
managing personal care. In 
the process, you can also be 
assured that you’re identify-
ing health centers that share 
your commitment to the very 
best care for both the mind 
and body of your student.

Teach kids strategies for managing health care
BACK TO SCHOOL
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It’s Registration Time at the 
Robert Mann Dance Centre!

Registration

Over 50 Years of Excellence in Dance Education

FALL DANCE INTENSIVE
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A U G U S T  2 9 ,
3 0 ,  3 1

S E P T E M B E R  6 ,
7 ,  8

( 1 0  A M  –  8  P M )

J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R  F A B U L O U S  F A L L  O P E N
H O U S E

F R E E  T R I A L  C L A S S E S ,  G A M E S  A N D  G I V E A W A Y S !  

S A T U R D A Y  S E P T E M B E R  1 0 T H

1 0  -  4 P M
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

718-732-0014
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/26/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 2016 33  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

             

STRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATIONSTRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATION    DIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOLDIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOL

CATHOLICCATHOLIC
SCHOOLS & ACADEMIES GUIDESCHOOLS & ACADEMIES GUIDE
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OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 16, 2016 11am-4pm

www.molloyhs.org

To apply to Molloy take the TACHS or CHSEE Exam:

Register at:
Exam Date:
Molloy Code:

www.tachsinfo.com
Nov. 5, 2016
012

CHSEE:TACHS:

www.chsee.org
Oct. 29, 2016
012
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“Education cannot be neutral. It is 
either positive or negative, either in 
enriches or it impoverishes; it either 
enables a person to grow or it lessens, 
even corrupts him. The mission of 
Catholic schools and Catholic educa-
tion is to develop a sense of truth, if 
what is good and beautiful. And this 
occurs through a rich path made up of 
many ingredients. That is why there 
are some many subjects — because de-
velopment is the results of different 
elements that act together and stimu-
late intelligence, knowledge, the emo-
tions, the body and so on.” 

 — Pope Francis, May 10, 2014.
During the visit of Pope Francis 

to Our Lady Queen of Angels in East 
Harlem, Pope Francis said: “School 
then ends up being one big family. A 
family, where together with our moth-
ers and fathers, our grandparents, our 
teachers and friends, we learn to help 
one another, to share our good quali-
ties, to give the best of ourselves, to 
work as a team, for that is very impor-
tant, and to pursue our dreams.”

Here within the Brooklyn Diocese, 
we are blessed to have Catholic parish 
schools and academies that exemplify 
these characteristics by providing 
students with a quality Catholic edu-
cation. Essential to this are the follow-
ing: sustaining the mission of Catho-
lic education; the essence of providing 
students with the necessary skills to 
be successful in the future (academic 
excellence); dedicated administra-
tions, faculty, and staff; and recogniz-
ing that Catholic education is an es-
sential part of the Church’s mission.

The mission of Catholic education 
and our faith is paramount. Our par-
ish schools/academies are places of 
evangelization, of complete formation 
and of service to others. Faith and 
morals go hand-in-hand and our Cath-
olic parish schools/academies work 
to ensure that everyone who enters is 
treated with respect and that the val-
ues and virtues of the Gospel message 
are part of the fabric of the school.

When you talk to pastors, parish 
priests, school principals, academy di-
rectors and teachers, you always hear 
about the religious experiences stu-
dents have throughout the year. The 
presence of our pastors and parish 
priests in the schools/academies help 
to further develop the important rela-
tionship between parish and school/
academy, which is a vital aspect of the 
community.

Catholic parish schools and acad-

emies are charged with infusing their 
curriculum with Catholic identity 
while striving for academic excel-
lence. It is not Catholic identity or aca-
demic excellence — it is “both and” — 
they are equally important. Academic 
excellence and a strong Catholic iden-
tity are crucial to the success of our 
parish schools/academies and more 
importantly to the success of our stu-
dents in a world that is continually 
changing. Key to this success is that 
our students are being provided with a 
well-rounded academic program that 
allows them to develop their critical 
thinking skills and apply what they 
have learned to real-life situations.

The curriculum involves the core 
academic subjects of math, English 
language arts, social studies, science, 
physical education, as well as music, 
the arts, and languages other than 
English. Central to the curriculum 
is the use of 21st-century technology 
within the classroom setting and al-
lowing students to develop skills that 
will prepare them for college and ca-
reers in the 21st century. A major part 
of helping our students succeed is the 
linkage that exists between parents, 
their parishes, and the hard work 
and dedication of the teachers and ad-

ministrators in our schools and acad-
emies. Catholic education is truly ho-
listic — education that addresses the 
needs of body, mind, and soul.

Educational growth is not limited 
to our students. Each year, principals 
and teachers in our Catholic parish 
schools/academies participate in nu-
merous professional development op-
portunities, sponsored not only by the 
Diocese of Brooklyn but also by other 
city, state, and national agencies. We 
must recognize the efforts put forth by 
the teachers to provide students with 
quality Catholic education. Principals 
work tirelessly with their teachers to 
maintain and enhance the quality of 
Catholic education offered to the stu-
dents. Each year, new programs are 
added, and new learning opportuni-
ties are offered. Principals and teach-
ers also work with parents, the pri-
mary educators, to prepare students 
for the challenges of the future.

Through their many sacrifi ces, our 
parents are essential to the success of 
Catholic education within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn. As partners in Catholic 
education, parents are encouraged 
to participate in the life of the par-
ish school/academy. Involvement in 
the Home School Association and the 

Home Academy Association is just 
one way to participate. Parents are 
also partners in the education of their 
children. Through parental support 
of their children and guiding their 
children to be successful, the future 
of our city, state, nation, and Catholic 
church will be guaranteed.

Our students are our future. As we 
begin this new academic year, let us 
not forget them as they too will work 
hard to be successful. Let us pray for 
their success this year and remember 
each day that they are our future and 
they need our support and guidance.

Catholic schools are an impor-
tant part of not only the Diocese of 
Brooklyn but also of the entire church 
within the United States. We have 
many challenges but need to work 
together to make our Catholic par-
ish schools and academies vital, via-
ble, excellent, and enduring. We have 
much to offer in our Catholic parish 
schools/academies, and it is through 
the dedication, hard work, and untir-
ing efforts of parish priests, princi-
pals, the directors of the academies, 
teachers, staff, parishioners, parents, 
and students that we continue to keep 
Catholic education at the forefront of 
all that we do.

FAITH IN CLASS
Keeping Catholic schools excellent

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE
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St. Agnes provides an in-
tellectual environment 

where students grow academ-
ically, personally, and spiri-
tually. From the beginning 
students are exposed to a full 
range of academic resources 
and college partnerships to 
assure success in high school, 
college, and beyond.

This year St. Agnes has en-
tered into a partnership with 
Molloy College. D.R.E.A.M. 
BIG, Dominican Roots in Ed-
ucation: St. Agnes and Mol-
loy College, offers a series of 
experiences, seminars, and 
workshops at St. Agnes High 
School and the Molloy College 
campus in Rockville Centre. 
D.R.E.A.M. BIG offers stu-
dents insight about college and 
careers from accomplished 
leaders in higher education.  
St. Agnes students, under the 
guidance of faculty from Mol-
loy College, will experience 
a rich variety of programs 
including: Building Your Fu-
ture in STEM; The Humani-
ties & Technology; TV Stu-
dio Workshop; Law & Order 
Seminar; Dance/ Theater/ 

Art Workshop, and Choosing 
a Career Path. The program 
will continue to expand, be-
coming a college bridge pro-
gram for a select number of 
our students.  Currently we 
offer a Law course for college 
credit through Molloy College 
as an elective to our seniors.

In addition to the 
D.R.E.A.M. BIG program, St. 
Agnes also participates in 

the St. John’s University Col-
lege Advantage Program as 
well as the Science Research 
Program of SUNY Albany.  
The St. John’s University 
College Advantage Program 
invites our seniors to enroll 
in college credit courses at 
a discounted rate while still 
enrolled at St. Agnes. Stu-
dents may take courses such 
as British Authors, College 

Writing, Advanced Algebra, 
Calculus, Human Biology, 
People and the Environment, 
Psychology, Psychology of 
Women, and Emergence of a 
Global Society. The Science 
Research Program of SUNY 
Albany is open to 10th, 11th, 
and 12th graders with a quali-
fying GPA who pass the inter-
view process. Students can 
earn up to 12 college credits 

while working one-on-one 
with a mentor on a scien-
tific research project of their 
choosing. 

For more information 
about the variety of college 
partnership programs at St. 
Agnes Academic High School, 
please contact Keri-Ann Wade-
Donohue, Assistant Principal 
of Strategic Planning, at (718) 
353-6276. 

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2016

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

13-20 124th Street  •  College Point, New York 11356
718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      
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The Mary Louis Academy 
is recognized and highly 

regarded as one of the na-
tion’s preeminent college 
preparatory high schools for 
young women. 

Our reputation—for dedi-
cated teachers, academic 
rigor, outstanding facilities, 
and committed students—
has been maintained at a 
level of high esteem for more 
than 80 years. TMLA is a 
Catholic school sponsored 
by the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Brentwood, New York. The 
CSJ charism of unity, rec-
onciliation and all-inclusive 
love is reflected in all aspects 
of The Mary Louis Academy 
experience.

TMLA’s VOICE Leader-
ship Program is aimed at 
helping each young woman 
at The Mary Louis Academy 
to find her voice. It is based 
on Vision Optimism Inspira-
tion Confidence and Empow-
erment. 

With the incredible chal-
lenges facing girls and young 
women today, having a 
confident, educated, and 
empowered voice is the 
greatest asset a young 
woman can possess. 

TMLA offers Honors 
and Advanced Place-
ment courses in every 
academic discipline. 
TMLA offers 17 Advanced 
Placement courses beginning 
in 9th grade. 

The TMLA Honors Pro-
gram offers great flexibility 
and 65% of TMLA students 
are enrolled in at least one 
Honors level course.

Our students are consis-
tently among those recog-
nized by The National Merit 
Scholarship Program, Na-
tional Achievement Schol-
arship Program for Black 
Americans, and The National 
Hispanic Recognition Pro-

gram. 
All students receive the 

New York State Regents Di-
ploma with 80% receiving 
the New York State Regents 
Diploma with Advanced Des-
ignation, New York State’s 
highest standard. 

All of our graduates—yes, 
100% —go on to college. Many 
are accepted into the most 
prestigious colleges and uni-

versities in the nation. 
The Class of 2016 received 

more than $43 million dol-
lars in academic scholar-
ships. 

A full-time college 
counselor helps students 
chart their paths up to 
and after graduation. 

iPads are given to in-
coming classes. All stu-

dents are encouraged to 
bring their own technology to 
campus. 

Two state-of-the-art Com-
puter Labs are available and 
other computers are acces-
sible to students throughout 
the campus. 

All classrooms and re-
source areas are equipped 
with SMARTBoard technol-
ogy. 

Our Robotics program in-
cludes the use of the school’s 
own 3-D printing department. 
A Science Research program 
offers selected students the 
opportunity for in-depth 

study of their choice of an in-
dividual topic.

TMLA offers a program in 
Fine Arts with a focus on Art 
or Music. 

Under the guidance of our 
highly skilled Arts faculty, 
students gain technical profi-
ciency while attaining a high 
level of artistic achievement. 

Our multi- award-win-
ning Art program includes 
Graphic Art & Design. 

From clubs that focus on 
culture to social issues and 
community service to artistic 
expression there’s an extra-
curricular place for every-
one. 

With 29 competitive teams, 
our athletic program is the 
largest high school athletic 
program for girls in the City 
of NY. 

Our teams have won nu-
merous state, city, and dioc-
esan championships.

Preparing Young Women for College and Beyond

TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy

At The Mary Louis Academy, 

you will find your own 

voice—distinctive, confident, 

intelligent, creative, and 

empowered—a voice that 

will be one of your greatest 

assets in life.

OPEN HOUSE
October 16th, 2016 
10am-3pm

SHADOW  
A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR  
WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, New York.  
Accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools and Chartered by the 
State of NY.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   

Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATION |  TACHS #016

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 201638    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      

Building Strong Values

Partnership with Monsignor McClancy HS Classes in Advanced Math and Science

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR

St. Sebastian Catholic Academy
Serving the parishes of Queen of Angels, St. Teresa and St. Sebastian
39 -76 58 Street, Woodside NY 11377  
(718) 429-1982
www.stsebastianschool.org

LATE REGISTRATION BEGINS ON 8/24 AT 9 AM
CALL 718-429-1982 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Nursery – Grade 8  |  FREE PRE-K FOR ALL (4 year olds)

FREE ON SITE  AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

The road to academic suc-
cess begins at St. Sebas-

tian Catholic Academy serves 
the parishes of Queen of An-
gels, Church of St. Teresa and 
St. Sebastian. 

Located in the cultur-
ally diverse neighborhood of 
Woodside, Queens, St. Sebas-
tian Catholic Academy offers 
a values-centered curriculum 
and an academically chal-
lenging environment where 
students develop spiritually, 
intellectually, physically and 
socially.

Our students experience  
a variety of learning expe-
riences including computer 
technology, art, music, for-
eign language, physical edu-
cation/health and library.  
The school also boasts a 
newly renovated technology 
center, as well as Wi-Fi and 
Smart Boards in all class-
rooms.  Students in grades 7 
and 8 will be issued an iPad 
as we begin the new academic 
year.

To further encourage its 

students to excel, St. Sebas-
tian Catholic Academy  has 
a partnership with Monsi-
gnor McClancy High School 
for advanced classes in Al-
gebra and Earth Science for 
eligible 8th Grade students.  
Title 1 services in reading, 
math and guidance are avail-
able for students who need 
additional academic support.  

SETSS, Speech and OT are 
also provided. All classrooms 
on the 2nd and 3rd floor are 
air conditioned.

As an added bonus for 
working parents, we offer stu-
dents in Grades 6, 7 and 8 an 
innovative and educational 
after-school experience – The 
Maspeth Town Hall After-
School Program. Sponsored 

by Maspeth Town Hall, this 
free, on-site program is avail-
able Monday through Friday 
from 3-6 p.m. 

 “Pre-K for All” is a free 
program that is available 
to all students born in 2012.    
Children have access to an 
indoor gym and a newly reno-
vated outdoor on-site play-
space with state-of-the-art 

equipment.  As part of the 
program, students also re-
ceive a nourishing breakfast 
and a hot lunch.   

For all students in Nurs-
ery through Grade 5, the 
Extended Day Program is 
offered from 3-6 p.m. daily.  
This fee-based program pro-
vides a safe haven for stu-
dents to play and complete 
homework assignments un-
der the supervision of St. Se-
bastian staff.  

As a testament to St. Se-
bastian Catholic Academy’s 
academic excellence, the 2016 
graduating class collectively 
earned more than $850,000 in 
Catholic High School schol-
arships, and students were 
accepted to the finest public 
high schools in New York 
City.  

For more information on 
registration call (718) 429-
1982 or visit www.stsebastian-
school.org.   Late Registration 
begins on August 24th at 9 
AM. You may be eligible for 
tuition assistance.

Building Strong Values
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Notre Dame Catholic Acad-
emy is a God-centered 

community where the cul-
tural diversity of each in-
dividual child is embraced 
and respected.  The students 
from Nursery through Eighth 
grade receive a challenging 
academic and spiritual educa-
tion that develops the whole 
child and enables the students 
to become productive, caring 
members of Church and soci-
ety.  We are also able to offer a 
FREE Pre-K For All program 
to our families.  At Notre 
Dame Catholic Academy of 
Ridgewood, our loving faculty 
and staff are dedicated to nur-
turing the mind, body, and 
soul of all our students. They 
are committed to providing 
the highest quality education 
and to provide each student 
with the resources to become 
global citizens based on the 
tenets of Catholic Education.  
We focus on teaching and 
guiding each child according 
to their individual needs and 
our core emphasis is to teach 

as Jesus did and share the 
Gospel values with everyone 
we meet. 

We have implemented a 
mobile learning program at 
Notre Dame Catholic Acad-
emy.  Every student in grades 
4 to 8 is issued a tablet to use 

during the school day.  With 
this program, we are provid-
ing more enhanced oppor-
tunities to develop the inno-
vation and creativity of our 
students at NDCA.  This pro-
gram is in addition to the use 
of SMART Board technology 

as well as our computer and 
science labs.   

Many things make our 
academy special.   We proudly 
offer both  Common Core Al-
gebra 1 and Earth Science Re-
gent Courses to our 8th grad-
ers and administer the Regent 

exams in June.   Our students 
are also accepted to many 
prestigious Catholic and pub-
lic high schools as well.

Our dedication to Catholic 
Education is a strong, driving 
force at NDCA. We are a com-
munity that practices and 
shares our faith.  Students 
participate in monthly litur-
gies, daily prayers, and spe-
cial prayer services.  NDCA is 
also a school dedicated to ser-
vice. Throughout the school 
year students collect food, 
clothes and money for differ-
ent charitable organizations. 
The student government also 
enables students of all grade 
levels, kindergarten through 
eighth grade to participate 
and understand the value of 
school service.

As a community, we aim 
to be the best we can be.  Give 
your child the gift of a Catho-
lic School education at Notre 
Dame Catholic Academy.   For 
more information or to sched-
ule a personalized tour, please 
call (718) 821-2221. 

Faith, Scholarship, Community & Service

     Notre Dame Catholic Academy

Please contact us to receive more information and schedule a personalized tour.

Through daily prayer, we guide our students along their spiritual journey, enabling them to become productive and caring members of society.
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Grade availability is limited!  
Call now to receive 

registration information.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 201640    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 2016 41  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Designed by DeSales Media Group



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 201642    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

St.  John’s  Preparatory  
School  has  been  paving  the  
way  for  Leaders  of  Tomor-
row  for  nearly  150  years. 

St. John’s Preparatory 
School is dedicated to promot-
ing academic excellence and 
to instilling the principles and 
values of the Catholic Faith in 
a positive, nurturing environ-
ment. Inspired by its Vincen-
tian tradition, St. John’s Prep, 
established in 1870, is built 
upon the profound respect for 
every individual. 

A vigorous academic cur-
riculum, an engaging spiri-
tual program, meaningful 
service experiences, and ex-
tensive extracurricular op-
portunities establish a strong 
foundation for life. 

-

Program

Program
-

tian Service Program

throughout the year

awarded more than 40 million 
in college scholarships

Program in partnership with 
St. John’s University enables 
SJP students to complete high 
school and college in seven 
years

courses available in every ac-
ademic discipline 

-

gram in partnership with St. 
John’s University allows stu-
dents to earn college credit in 
a wide variety of courses

-
lege Admissions Interviews, 
and College Scholarship offer-
ings

individualized to prepare stu-
dents for success  – taught by 
talented and certified teach-
ers

-

ology, Chemistry and Physics 
compliment the science elec-
tives -such as Forensic Sci-

-

printing 
-

ferings in French, Italian, 
Latin and Spanish

-
seling and Guidance Program 

Course taught by SJP College 

sessions offered by faculty 
members and members of the  

partnership with St. John’s 
University, such as Writing 

Workshops and Advanced 
Laboratory Programs

Arts Program

Clubs and Activities that com-
pliment the educational expe-
rience

-
ics, Math League, Language 
Clubs, Chess Club, Investors 
Club

Teams and Sports Clubs
-

gram

writing, filming editing, pro-
ducing – journalism 

teams, activities, events

World with the St. John’s Prep 
International Travel Pro-
gram

-
able experiences through in 
service-learning by working 
in charitable projects around 
the world

global perspective 

program 
St. John’s Prep inspires ev-

ery student to be a confident 
Leader of Tomorrow.

Come join the St. John’s 
Prep Community

OPEN�HOUSE
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“ The bar was set high at St. John’s 

Prep. We were challenged to be 

our best, to make a difference, 

and to be lifelong learners.”
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718-639-9020
Se Habla Español

www.sjaschoolny.org
PrincipalSJA@aol.com

St. Joan of Arc School con-
siders its status as a Na-

tional Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence more than just 
an honor. It’s a reminder of 
the true potential of students 
to rise to the challenges of a 
rigorous education and each 
student’s ability to obtain ac-
ademic excellence supported 
by a teaching staff that’s in-
vested in seeing them suc-
ceed.

At St. Joan of Arc School 
everyone expects more of each 
and every student. “They are 
going to work here,” says John 
Fruner, Principal.  St. Joan 
of Arc School uses the Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
takes New York State tests 
in fourth, sixth, and eighth 
grades, while also taking the 
Terra Nova tests in the Fall. 
Kindergarten to second grad-
ers even take Terra Nova tests 
in the Spring.

“Hard work is a corner-
stone of a Saint Joan of Arc 
education but our students 
are not expected to go it alone. 
Parents and teachers partner 

together to help their chil-
dren along the way,” Antoni-
ette Balzano, a graduate of the 
school, who has been work-
ing in the school office for 31 
years tells parents coming to 
the school for a tour. 

“Our success is due to our 
faculty, some who have taught 
here 30 years, 25, years, and 
20 years,” Principal Fruner 
proudly tells these same in-
quiring parents. “Recent re-
tiring teachers taught here 

35 and 37 years,” Adalberto 
Maya, Antoniette’s assistant, 
chimes in.  The Assistant 
Principal, Michael Donovan, 
repeatedly says “Saint Joan of 
Arc School is a family. Many 
students’ parents were taught 
by the same teachers. There 
are even a few teachers who 
are now teaching grand chil-
dren of their first students 
when they arrived here at 
Saint Joan of Arc!”  Assistant 
Principal Donovan didn’t di-

vulge if he himself was teach-
ing grandchildren of his first 
students.

“Children transform into 
young women and young men 
who value education and learn 
to care for others. They be-
come responsible,” according 
to Paul Mazza, Middle School 
Science teacher and Director 
of Confirmation Preparation 
in the school.

He quickly shares with 
prospective families that at 

the beginning of the day, after 
reciting the school’s mission 
statement, students recite 
these two phrases:

“I as a student am re-
sponsible for my actions 
and accept that it takes self 
control, self reliance, no ex-
cuses, no laying blame on 
others, and no expecting a 
free ride to achieve my aca-
demic success.”

and

“Scholarship is a life 
long willingness to learn 
and the recognition that 
with knowledge comes 
moral responsibilities.”

Susanne May, mother of 
two graduates, and Pre-Kin-
dergarten 3 year old teacher 
invites families who tour her 
classroom, “If you are up for 
the challenge, I invite you to 
become part of a 95 year tra-
dition of education in Jackson 
Heights! You won’t be disap-
pointed.”
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21-18 46th Street, Astoria, NY  11105 
718-726-9405      www.sfaschool.org 

�
�   
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Rigorous Curriculum 
Vibrant Catholic Identity 
Dedicated Community Service 
Leading Edge Technology 

Registration for 2016-2017 
Grades Preschool through 7th 

Tues. & Wed., Aug. 30th & 31st,  9:30-10:30am 
On-going appointments are available. 

St. Francis of Assisi School, located 
in the vibrant and culturally di-

verse neighborhood of Astoria, N.Y., 
is proud to be a Caring Community of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service.  Dur-
ing the 2016–2017 school year, SFA 
will continue to be firmly commit-
ted to our school mission which is to 
develop in our community a “way of 
life” rooted in Christ and a Catholic 
vision that provides inspiration and 
identity to all its members.  

In a school-wide effort, we are de-
veloping our instruction so that our 
students are engaged in cognitively 
challenged tasks and actively in-
volved in gaining mastery and pro-
ficiency of required skills necessary 
for success in postsecondary edu-
cation and in the global arena. Our 
programs, including the Latin and 
Greek Roots Program, Achieve 3000, 
a comprehensive online reading pro-
gram, and Aleks for Math, as well as 
our teachers’ desire to advance their 
own learning are evident of our com-
mitment to Success For All. Our goal 
is to teach so that our curriculum 
supports our students’ strengths and 
helps them reach their fullest poten-
tial. As one parent stated, SFA is a 
progressive school that aims at imple-
menting strong values and ethics unto 

its students. 
Through our faith-based education 

program and a solid work ethic, we 
are guiding our students to become 
children of faith, avid learners, and 
socially conscious individuals.  We be-
lieve in Carol Dweck’s idea of a growth 
mindset, which suggests that chil-
dren’s basic abilities can be developed 
though dedication and hard work. 

We know that for all 21st century 
learners, technology is crucial to suc-
cess; therefore, SFA has developed a 
Technology Plan that will keep us 
evolving in a modern wifi environ-
ment as competent and responsible 
users of innovative technology. In the 
Spring of 2016, our 8th grade students 
successfully took part in the NYS 
online ELA Field Test assessment 
pilot program. We are very proud of 
these 2016 graduating students, who 
also received placement in the high 
schools of their choice. 

During this 2016–2017 school year, 
St. Francis of Assisi School choose 
Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, to-
day, and forever as our school theme.  
It was selected to represent our de-
sire to move forward in our academy 
formation with a strong sense of who 
we were, who we are, and who we can 
be.

The Christ the King High School 
community is saddened by the death 
of beloved former teacher and dean of 
discipline, Michael Vaccaro, who passed 
away in his home on Thursday, August 18, 
2016.

A long time faculty member at Christ 
the King High School, Mr. Vaccaaro came 
to the school  as a Social Studies teacher 
in 1974.  He was inducted into the CK Hall 
of Fame in 2000 and retired in 2002. 

Serphin Maltese, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees said, “Mr. Vaccaro was 
dedicated to his career and a leading 
example of what every teacher should 
be.  He will be missed by colleagues and 
students alike”

Mr. Vaccaro was a Brooklyn native who 
loved education as both a student and a 
teacher.   He received a BA in History and 
MA in Education from St. John’s University, 
and continued his studies at The New 
School for Social Research, Fordham 

University graduate school and The China 
Institute. Mike taught at both Holy Trinity 
and Bishop Reilly until their closings, prior 
to joining the CK faculty where he stayed 
until his retirement.

Mr. Vaccaro was an outstanding 
educator who loved his profession and 
was recognized with many awards 
throughout his career.  In 1998 he received 
the Marianist Lifetime Achievement award 
and in 1999 he was given the Diocesan 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
services to Catholic education. 

Principal Peter Mannarino said, “Mr. 
Vaccaro was admired and loved by faculty 
and students alike.  As a teacher, educator 
and friend, Mr. Vaccaro will be greatly 
missed.”

A veteran, before beginning his teaching 
career, Mike served his country in  Korea 
and Japan.  His interests included extensive 
travel throughout Europe, Central America, 
Mexico and the Caribbean. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Community Saddened by Death of Former Colleague and Teacher

St. Edmund Elementary School 
1902 Avenue T   Brooklyn, NY 11229 

Preparing our students spiritually, academically, socially 
and emotionally to successfully greet the future 

Nursery to 8th Grade 
For�registration information or to schedule a tour,  

please call 718-648-9229

nnnnnddddddddddddd Elementarrrrrryyyyyyy

Your child is cordially invited 
 to join our vibrant 
 school community!� 
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REGISTRATION IS ONGOING
St. Helen Catholic Academy is Accredited by the Middle States 

Association of Colleges and Schools in partnership with: Fordham University, 
St. Francis College, St. John’s University and Yale University.
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Invest in your child’s spiritual 
and academic development.  

Educating the whole child is 
the primary focus at St. Helen 
CatholicAcademy, located in 
Howard Beach, Queens.

Providing a rigorous cur-
riculum, meeting the highest 
standards for pre-kindergar-
ten through grade 8, St. Helen 
CatholicAcademy is dedicated 
to developing a strong founda-
tion in faith, rooted in the tra-
ditions of the Catholic Church.

To be successful now and 
in the future, students develop 
values and skills to excel in 
their spiritual and academic 
pursuits. St. Helen Catholic 
Academy recognizes that you, 
the parent or guardian, are 
your child’s first and most con-
stant teacher. The educators at 
the school will work with you 
to help your child grow into a 
young adult that can not only 
meet today’s complex chal-
lenges, but do so with a gra-
cious spirit and a will to share 
his or her gifts and talents.

For more information, visit 
www.sthelencatholicacademy.
org or call (718)835-4155.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 201646    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      

Holy Cross High School, a 
Catholic college prepara-

tory school in Queens, New 
York, educates the hearts and 
minds of young men follow-
ing the educational and spiri-
tual vision of Blessed Father 
Basil Moreau, founder of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross.

Holy Cross embraces stu-
dents who refl ect social and 
economic diversity.  The 
school strives to instill within 
each student a desire to iden-
tify and fully develop his tal-
ents while pursuing excel-
lence in all his endeavors.

Holy Cross’s varied aca-
demic programs and activi-
ties nurture and promote 
spiritual, intellectual, cre-
ative, social and psychological 
growth and development.  The 
ultimate goal is the formation 
of The Holy Cross Man. 

Holy Cross High School, 
sponsored by the Congrega-
tion of Holy Cross, demon-
strates and teaches in the 
Catholic tradition.  We believe 
this requires each person to 

recognize his need for the 
following:  a spirituality cen-
tered in Christ; a developed 
intellect; emotional, physical 
and social maturity; and an 
understanding of the Chris-
tian truth of each person’s de-
veloping relationship to other 
persons.

The faculty and staff, ad-
ministration and Board of 

Directors are dedicated to 
the spiritual development of 
young men who are moral, 
courageous and of service to 
others.  We recognize that a 
student’s education and de-
velopment are reinforced by 
his active participation in the 
school, the community and 
his place of worship.  Civic 
and moral responsibility are 

exemplifi ed and promoted.
The curriculum of Holy 

Cross High School is designed 
to stimulate interest, intellec-

tual curiosity and creativity.  
We strive to develop each stu-
dent’s innate capacity for in-
dependent decision making, 
good judgment and respect for 
others.

Our philosophy is rooted 
in the vision of our founder, 
Blessed Basil Moreau and in 
the two hundred year old tra-
dition of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross.  We are part of 
network of Holy Cross edu-
cation in the United States 
which includes three univer-
sities, two colleges and four-
teen secondary schools.  If you 
fi nd yourself on the campus of 
the University of Notre Dame 
or in the hallway of Holy 
Cross High School, Flushing, 
the characteristics of a Holy 
Cross education remains the 
same. 

Developing its students’ commitment of personal excellence, respect for others, and spirituality

St. Gregory The Great Catholic Academy

So much more than a school...

 Academic Excellence – Preparing 
students for college and careers

Classes

Preparing Students to be Prepared for the Future

St. Gregory Catholic Academy, a Pre-K through Eighth grade community of 
faith and learning, partners with parents and collaborates with the constituent 
faith communities: Saint Matthew, Saint Gregory the Great, Our Lady of Char-
ity, Holy Cross and Holy Innocents to address the needs of the whole child – 
academically, spiritually, morally, emotionally, physically and socially – within a 
safe nurturing environment entrusted to caring faculty and staff that embraces 
the Catholic faith its traditions, values and rituals.

2520 Church Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226
 718-774-3330  www.stgregorybrooklyn.org

Coming in September 2016
Mary Queen of Heaven

 Catholic Academy’s

Afterschool Program
2:30pm until 6pm

Only Opened to MQHCA students
(Prek 3-8th Grade)

Some activities include: 
Homework Enrichment  Drama Club  Zumba, 

Choir  Dance And Organized Play

Call now to register!
718-763-2360
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Leading Young Men into Manhood – Now and Always
For over 60 years, 
Holy Cross High School 

has been committed to educating 
the minds and hearts of young 

men. It has been quite the 
journey for us to grow and 
learn with our students and 
we are proud to continue 

moving forward  in a 
fun, engaging, 

and positive 
direction!

Holy 
Cross 
High School 
has enhanced core 
teaching and learning 
programs, technology, 
and added even more 
extracurricular clubs and 
organizations to our already 
robust activity list. Additionally, 
we boast our two successful 
parent groups, the Fathers’  
Club and Women’s Guild,  
which facilitate parental 
involvement, school donations, 
and an array of popular events 
throughout the school year.

© 2015 C
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Holy Cross 
is home 

of student champion, 
Nicholas Simone, 

who won this year’s 
Chemical Education 

Committee’s 21st Annual 
Research Poster Session 

Award for New York, as well as 
home to a great deal of college 
and professional athletes, top 

business executives, 
and researchers.

During this Year of Mercy, 
we plan to do more 

than ever for 
our community 

and hope you and 
your family will 

join our winning team!

To have your son 
become a  
Knight for a Day 
visit our website, 
choose the Admissions 
tab, and click the left-
sided option entitled Tours, 
Visits, and Knight for a Day.

To view all of the wonderful Holy Cross Happenings, 
visit us on the web at: www.HolyCrossHS.org.

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard,  
Flushing, New York, 11358

Welcome to the 2016-17 
School  Year!

HOLY CROSS  
HIGH SCHOOL 

we’re all-boys, mission-driven, at all times



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 201648    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26–SEPT. 1, 2016 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/26/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995
‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

QUALITY
PRE-OWNED CARS

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#23408

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#25736

$15,995 $15,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,995

$38,950
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Two police officers and a 
FDNY lieutenant saved a wom-
an from a fire that engulfed a 
three-story Springfield Gar-
dens residence, according to 
the FDNY.

The Fire Department start-
ed receiving calls at 11:08 a.m. 
Monday about a fire on the first 
floor of the building at 140-36 
169th St. NYPD officers Rob 
Quattrock and Greg Levine 
responded to the smoke ema-
nating from the house before 
the FDNY arrived. A second 
alarm was called at 11:24 a.m.

“As I was getting off the rig, 
I heard people yelling, ‘there’s 
someone in there! Help! Some-
one is inside!’ FDNY Lt. Greg-
ory Damato, from Engine 302, 
said about the incident, and 
recalled seeing the two offi-
cers reaching into the burning 
building. “The fire was blow-
ing at a rapid rate and I saw 
that they had short sleeves on. 
They were putting themselves 
in great jeopardy to save the 
patient.”

Damato was wearing bun-
ker gear and entered the burn-

ing building to find the woman 
trapped inside. The two NYPD 
officers and Damato worked 
together to remove her from 
the building and carry her 
down the front steps.

The woman, who was not 
identified, was taken to Nas-
sau County Medical Center in 
serious condition, and three 
firefighters sustained minor 
injuries. 

The fire is still under in-

vestigation, according to the 
FDNY. Chief of Department 
James Leonard lauded the 
brave work of the officers and 
firefighters at the scene.

“This is what NYPD, fire-
fighters, EMTs and paramed-
ics do every day. They work 
together to protect life and 
property, and today was a fine 
example of that teamwork,” he 
said. “They worked together to 
save a life.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) said GOP Presi-
dential candidate Donald 
Trump’s attempts at out-
reach to African Americans 
and Hispanics were doomed 
for failure.

The comments came dur-
ing a conference call on Tues-
day afternoon organized by 
the campaign of Hillary Clin-
ton, the Democratic presiden-

tial candidate. The call was 
made up of African-American 
and Latino elected officials 
and it also included Public 
Advocate Letitia James and 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito. .

At a rally in Dimondale, 
Mich., last Friday, Trump 
attempted to make inroads 
with African-American vot-
ers. Polling indicates he per-

forms dreadfully with Afri-
can-Americans, garnering 
single-digit support in some 
national and state polls. How-
ever, he created controversy 
when he pitched himself di-
rectly to African-Americans, 
though reports indicated the 
audience was mostly white. 

“You’re living in poverty, 
your schools are no good, you 
have no jobs, 58 percent of 
your youth is unemployed,” 
he said during the Michigan 
speech. “What the hell do you 
have to lose?”

Meeks and other elected 
officials on the call said the 
insinuation was an affront to 
black voters.

“According to him, we are 
all poor. We are all unedu-
cated, so therefore we should 
just throw our support behind 
him,” Meeks said. The con-
gressman said  Trump had a 
questionable track record on 
race, including accusations 
of discriminatory housing 
and employment policies in 

Two officers from the 113th Precinct, Greg Levine (r) and Robert 
Quatterock, kicked in the door of a burning house in Springfield Gardens  
to rescue an unconscious, 50-year-old woman.   Twitter

Meeks blasts Trump 
on outreach attempts

Two cops make daring rescue

COME SING COME SING 
WITH US!WITH US!

The Oratorio Society of 
Queens welcomes singers 
to become members of our 
community chorus and experience the JOY 
of choral singing.

Auditions are Monday, Sept 12 and Sept 19 
at 7:00 pm. Reservations required.

David Close
Artistic Director

& Conductor

www.QueensOratorio.org 
718.279.3006

OSQ will be preparing
Part I of Handel’s “Messiah,”

Christmas carols and Chanukah favorites.

Continued on Page 67

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016
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Saturday, September 17th at 2:00PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00 AM
-Children 10 & under FREE-
Refreshments provided

After the Run 
Join us for a 

Memorial Service to 
REMEMBER 

the First Responders of
9/11 and Those who Died

Working on the Pile

For information contact: Ed Horn at 718 278 3240

Registration Available Online at: 
www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

Remember Me Run And Memorial Service At  St. Michaels
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Krishna raises Queens’ consciousness

Balloons are gathered for the main float in the Krishna Balarama Ratha Yatra Parade, 
the annual march of Queens' oldest Hare Krishna society in Richmond Hill. 

Carrying a cast of the group's founding swami that will sit front and center in the parade.

A disciple shows off one of several deities loaded onto the main float.

The unmistakable sound of the tabla accompanies the marchers on Liberty Avenue.

This cop riding this scooter ducked into a store to 
buy a bottle of water before the parade begins.

One of the gods paraded for the group's annual 
event has an ethereal glow.

Devoted followers chanting the familiar Hare Krishna mantra as the parade 
 begins. 

Photos by Michael Shain
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J O I N  U S  F O R  B R E K FA S T,  L U N C H  O R  D I N N E R

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.)

NEVADADINERNY.COM

CHEF’S DAILY  
LUNCH MENU

 

 
 

MOUTH WATERING 
COMPLETE DINNER 

SPECIALS
 
 

SERVED 12NOON-10PM 7 DAYS A WEEKMONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM-4PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM-10PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-11AM

GOOD MORNING BREAKFAST SPECIALS
1 1/4 lb. Maine Lobster

Corn on the cob, baked potato, choice of soup or 
salad (Manhattan or New England Clam Chowder)

Our Maine Lobster Fest Continues...

$22.95 $21.95

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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Immigrant group rallies to boost Trump

Take a flag and flier, ladies. 

It is unusual in this presidential campaign for an immigrant group to endorse Donald Trump, but the Pakistani 
Christian ogranization of Queens held a small but boisterous rally for the GOP candidate in the meeting room 
of the Bellerose Jewish Center in Glen Oaks.

At the sign-up table before the meeting begins.

These young men are still too young to vote, but they have a favorite nonetheless.

A sign at the door directs people to the meeting. 

Photos by Michael Shain

Officials of the Pakastani Christian group lead supporters in the now-familiar campaign cheer, "Trump, Trump, 
Trump!"
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Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo, Jr. has got dessert covered for 
his annual Veterans BBQ at the Howard Beach Motor Club 
for nearly 200 veterans. Courtesy of State Sen. Addabbo

Councilmember Karen Koslowitz takes the first crack at cleaning up the graffiti that covers 
the front of a former topless club on Queens Boulevard. She got a special allocation from 
the city to clean up the eyesore. 

Who says there's never a cop around when you need one? 
The Forest Hills precinct, the 112th, tweeted this picture the 
other day showing two officers pushing a stranded motorist 
off Queens Boulevard.  Twitter

Susan Szempruch of Forest Hills sorts through the produce 
from Alex's Tomato Farm at the first Down to Earth farm-
ers market of the year in Jamaica. The market runs every 
Saturday until fall.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

At the Borough Hall celebration of the 70th Independence Day of India, Borough President 
Melina Katz (in pink) greets Riva Ganguly Das, India’s consul general in New York (to 
her left), Assemblymember David Weprin (far right), Councilmember Barry Grodenchik 
(rear) and members of the New York City Correction Department’s Desi Society. 

Courtesy of Borough President

Setting up the nets for the 9th annual Royal Skills basketball clinic in Hollis for kids 8-13.   
Photo by Nat Valentine

Former NBA star Royal Ivey (r), with his father, Rod, surveys the scene at his annual two-day 
basketball clinic, Royal Skills, at the PS 192/Hollis Playground.   Photo by Nat Valentine
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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TimesLedger, Aug. 26-Sept. 1, 2016

HIDDEN
TREASURES

BY STEVE BARNES

Tucked away on a side 
street in Long Island City, 
just steps away from the 39th 
Avenue stop on the Q and N 
trains, is a unique museum 
that both explores the devel-
opment of some of contem-
porary art’s major figures 
and encapsulates the vision 

of its founder, Emily Fisher 
Landau.

Converted from a para-
chute factory into a clean, 
elegant art-viewing space by 
British architect Max Gor-
don, The Fisher Landau Cen-
ter for Art, at 38-27 30th St., 
has been open to the public 
since 2004 and in that time 
has presented a wide vari-

ety of exhibitions that take 
advantage of Landau’s 1500-
work collection. 

The latest of those exhi-
bitions, “Intuitive Progres-
sion,” opened Aug. 18 and 
will be on view until Nov. 
28. Comprised of 75 works 
from 20 artists, the show 
includes such figures as 
Agnes Martin, Edward Rus-

cha, Susan Rothenberg and 
Jasper Johns. With such a 
stellar cast of characters, it 
is a pleasant surprise to find 
that the exhibit containing 
their works tells such a clear 

and compelling story.
Starting with the build-

ing blocks of artistic imag-
ery, “Intuitive Progressions” 
illustrates how nothing is 

Long Island City’s Fisher Landau Center for art brings world-class work to the borough

"Intuitive Progression" at the Fisher Landau Center for Art features  
(l-r) Peter Schuyff's "Untitled," 1991; "Half and Hole (Ascendant)," 
1989, and "Full and Hole," 1987, by Karla Knight and "Untitled a.k.a. 
The Sitter," 1992 by Kiki Smith. Courtesy Fisher Landau Center for Art

 Arts & Entertainment 60
 Crossword Puzzle 60 
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Continued on Page 66
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FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Bolt — Bolt, a superstar TV 
pup (voiced by John Travolta) 
gets plopped in the middle of 
America with seemingly no 
way back to the glam and glitz 
of Hollywood. He must rely on 
the help from two newfound 
friends—an abandoned house 
cat named Mittens (voiced by 

Susie Essman) and a television-
addicted hamster named Rhino 
(voice of Mark Walton)—as he 
embarks on a cross-country 
quest to get back to his owner 
(and co-star), Penny (voice of 
Miley Cyrus). 
When: Sunday, Aug. 28 from 8 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Tornsey Playground. 
41-15 Skillman Ave;, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www1.nyc.gov/
events/movies-under-the-
stars-bolt/57674/1

Movie Under the Stars: 
Creed — Adonis Johnson 
Creed (Michael B. Jordan), the 
son of former heavyweight 
champion Apollo Creed, 
attempts to follow in his 
father’s footsteps and become 
a boxing legend in his own 
right. The young man travels 
to Philadelphia to fi nd his 
late father’s nemesis-turned-
best friend, Rocky Balboa 
(Sylvester Stallone), in order 
to recruit him as a trainer. 
Balboa soon takes the young 
Creed under his wing and 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
Aug. 26-Sept. 1, 2016

By Ed Canty

Intelligence First
Across
1. Hoarse talk
5. Like the Capitol
10. Icelandic epic
14. High point
15. Overhead
16. Gehrig and 
Brock
17. Golf hazard
18. Sarcastic 
comments
20. Treacherous 
types
22. Ease
23. Perfect score, 
often
24. Abbr. on a lease
25. Latte relative
30. Belt targets
34. Flu-like
35. Rover's brand
37. Apple 
messaging program
38. _____Paolo, 
Brazil
39. Not one or the 
other
41. Exist
42. Bert's 
companion
44. Long (for)
45. Sweat spot
46. Like a tomato
48. Turns bad
50. Wedding words
51. Popular fruit 
drink
52. Holiday songs
55. Unquestionable
60. Divergence less 
than 90 degrees

62. Cereal "for kids"
63. Hindu princess
64. Leave the house
65. Iris holder
66. Computer insert
67. Barely beats
68. Salon offering

Down
1. "Phooey!"
2. Farm unit
3. Modern 
communication 
device
4. Spicy, in a way
5. First light
6. Passing 
remarks?
7. Trunk growth
8. Cain raiser?
9. Make less 
threatening, as a cat

10. Stretchy
11. Holliday and 
Gooden, informally
12. Perennial hoops 
powerhouse
13. PGA part
19. Fix
21. Memphis-to- 
Nashville dir.
25. Lets up
26. Close call
27. Ed.'s request
28. Err
29. Vision-related
31. Hairpin turn, 
e.g.
32. Fortuneteller's 
card
33. Worries
36. Olympian Apolo 
Anton _____
39. Quilter's need

40. Always, 
poetically
43. Inane
45. Developed, as a 
neighborhood
47. Medicinal 
amount
49. Frat letter
52. Joker or ace
53. Antioxidant 
berry
54. Enters a 
political contest
55. In awe
56. Sad
57. Tennis units
58. Echelon
59. Midterm,  
for one
61. Wink's 
companion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ME(N)TAL WORK
A C C R A A D A G E L I T
S H R E D G A L E S E N E
K I T C H E N Z I N C A A H

L E V E E D A W D L E
R E T I R E S C A P A B L E
A L I N E S T E R E S A
M I N E D F R A M E L B J
B O S S P A U S E S L O P
O T O A R I S E S T O R E

L A G E R S T H R O N G
S A D N E S S F A M I N E S
P L I A N T O R L O P
A L E D I R T Y C O P P E R
C A R A G A T E Z E B R A
E N S S E N O R E R A S E

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 64
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BY MERLE EXIT

What do you do with an ex-
tra space at a Hydroponic Gar-
den Center in Flushing?

The solution: Turn the 
space into a spot where com-
munity events can be held. 
That solution led to the birth 
of Woody and Pete’s Honky 
Tonk Lyceum at 146 - 49 Hor-
ace Harding Expressway. 

“A Lyceum is defined as 
a hall for public discussion, 
or an association providing 
public lectures, concerts, and 
entertainments,” the space’s 
website says. “We strive to be 
just that.”

The Lyceum’s name is also 
a nod to Woody Guthrie and 
Pete Seeger, two singers who 
were also activists on both a 
local and global scale.

Cody Hermann runs the 
Lyceum.

“We primarily function as 
a coffee shop,” she said. “Our 
main priority is working to 
build a space for workshops 
and knowledge exchange 
where artists can also feel sup-

ported, whether it be through 
gallery exhibitions, concerts 
or artist-in-residency pro-
grams.” Hermann is in charge 
of curating the classes, art and 
events that fill their space. 

“The Lyceum offers a 
unique way to reach out and 
communicate with area resi-
dents, commuters, students, 
coffee lovers, and everyone 
else that finds themselves 

nearby,” she said. Referring to 
it as a “physical space for peo-
ple to express themselves” she 
stressed the role that custom-
ers play in the programming 
and mission of the space.

“Rather than us telling our 
customers what they need, we 
give them a space that allows 
them to tell us their needs so 
we may collectively act on 
them,” she said. “By inviting 
people inside of the Lyceum 
during our community vision-
ing sessions, any of our other 
events, or just for coffee, we 
hear how people want to see 
the space develop. Together we 
can create a space for people to 
communicate and share ideas 
with one another face to face.”

An official gallery open-
ing was held July 29 when 
local artists were invited to 
display their work, and have a 
question-and-answer session. 
Attendees were also invited 
to take part in an on-the-spot 
painting.

The Lyceum has also host-
ed concerts, movie screenings, 
gardening classes, gallery 
openings and yoga classes. 

“We are aiming to host up 
to four events or classes each 
day, and support any idea 
relating to arts, coffee, com-

The Lyceum serves up art, music and education along with cups of java.  Photo by Merle Exit

Flushing coffee shop doubles as cultural center
Woody and Pete’s Honky Tonk Lyceum wants to collaborate with the community it serves 

Continued on Page 64

Every Monday & Tuesday enjoy unlimited 
11/4 lb. lobster dinner with sweet summer corn on the cob. 
Absolutely no sharing! No take-out orders or doggy bags, 

not with any other offers.
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Summer Stars 2016 — For the 14th year, the 
Astoria Performing Arts Center puts on this 
production, featuring performers who are 
bewteen the ages of 8 and 13:
When: Saturday, Aug. 27, 4 pm and 6 pm
Where: Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Cresent Street at 30th Road, 
Astoria
Cost: Adults, $15; students and seniors, $12; 
children under 5, $5
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Musical Theater Workshop — Presented 
by the World Voice Ensemble, Inc., this show 
has been put together with the intention of 
giving international students of the arts, as 
well as professional performing artists from 
other countries, the opportunity to appear 
with Americans in professional quality 
theater in New York City.
When: Saturday, Aug. 27, 8:30pm
Where: Secret Theater, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Theatre for the New City — Theater for the 
New City’s award-winning Street Theater Company 
will come to Travers Park Sunday.  The performance is 
“Election Selection, or You Bet!,” a rip-roaring musical 

in which three everyday New Yorkers are galvanized into 
community activists.
When: Sunday, Aug. 28 2pm
Where: Travers Park, 34th Avenue between 
77th and 78th streets, Jackson Heights
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 254-1109
Website: www.theaterforthenewcity.net

Hip to Hip Theatre Company — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Company is dedicated to stimulating 
and developing interest in the theatre arts in 
underserved communities by providing free, 
family-friendly, professional productions of 
popular classics, and free theatre workshops 
for children, in public spaces. This summer, 
the company is bringing two Shakespeare 
plays, “Julius Caesar” and “As You Like It,” to 
outdoor stages around the borough, along 
with “Kids and the Classics,” an interactive 
session performed before each play to 
familiarize young audience members with the 
dramatic characters they are about to see.
When & Where: Friday, Aug. 26 (Voelker Orth 
Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., Flushing); St. Albans 
Park (169th Street and Merrick Boulevard, 
Jamaica). “Kids and the Classic” program starts at 
6:30 pm, play starts at 7:30 pm.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 729-8567
Website: www.hiptohip.org

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)

or whipped cream Napoleon
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled 

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana 

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
COMMUNITY NEWS GROUP

A piece of Greek culture and 
history, as well as a deceased 
Brooklyn man’s labor of love, 
is being kept alive by his wid-
ow, who wakes every morning 
at 6 a.m. hoping to preserve her 
husband’s creation.

The late George Kortsola-
kis meticulously fashioned a 
miniature replica of his home-
land, the Mediterranean is-
land of Crete, out of thousands 
of pebbles, shells, and plastic 
figurines outside his home on 
the corner of Ridge Boulevard 
and 79th Street in Bay Ridge.

But since Kortsolakis died  
in April, his wife Flora Ko-
rtsolakis has taken the reins 
and tends to the creation as an 
homage, she said.

“It’s become a memory of 
him, and I keep that memory 
going,” said Flora. “That was 
his pleasure, and it was some-
thing he wanted others to en-
joy. So I treasure it and keep it 
going for him.”

But it’s not just for her 
sake. Greek cultural schools, 
of which there are several in 

the Queens neighborhoods of 
Astoria and Whitestone, take 
field trips to see the model, and 
tourists occasionally drop by 
to check it out, neighbors said.

“He made people curious 
and through that he intro-
duced people to Crete,” said 
neighbor Kostas Panagopo-
ulos. “It was his Shangri-La.”

Kortsolakis’s Crete first 
took shape in 2002 out of con-
crete fragments pieced togeth-
er in a patch of deep blue flow-
ers—since replaced with sky 
blue aquarium pebbles—that 
mimicked the Mediterranean 
sea, said Flora.

Hunks of rock eventually 
formed into a topographically 
detailed, 7-foot-long island of 
Crete that became populated 
with palm-sized figurines, 
plastic toy cars and ceramic 
lighthouses.

It wasn’t long before the 
sculpture grew to include 
neighboring islands, and to-
day, it is a massive network 
of isles sheltered in an ornate, 
handmade Plexiglas and wood 
gazebo.

Creatures of Greek mythol-
ogy are represented, including 

Alexander the Great’s mermaid 
sister off the coast of Spinalon-
ga. The mythic Icarus—who 
escaped prison on wings of wax 
but flew too close to the sun and 
plummeted to earth—is sta-
tioned in Crete’s capital city of 
Heraklion as a toy solider.

Kortsolakis was born in 
the village of Vamos, came to 
the United States in 1955, and 
worked as a tailor until he re-
tired in 1990.

He and Flora were married 
for 55 years before he became 
ill and died of a broken heart 
after his daughter succumbed 
to cancer, his wife said.

She tends to George’s cre-
ation every day, watering the 
island’s foliage, washing the 
gazebo’s murky Plexiglas, and 
making sure George’s world—
and her memories of him—do 
not crumble, she said.

“He was really proud of 
what he did,” she said. “And so 
am I.”

Reach reporter Caroline 
Spivack at mspivack@cnglocal.
com or by calling (718) 260–2517. 
Follow her on Twitter @caro-
linespivack.

Continuing the legacy: Flora Kortsolakis maintains her late husband’s 
folkart re-creation of his native land Crete — Greece’s largest island. 

Photo by Caroline Spivack

Keeping both history and memories alive

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787
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helps him get in shape for a 
shot at the title.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 31 
from 8 pm - 10 pm
Where: Bayswater Playground, 
Dwight Avenue and Seagirt 
Boulevard between Beach 38th 
Street and Bay 32nd Street
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www1.nyc.gov/
events/movies-under-the-
stars-creed/57677/1

EVENTS

Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day at 
the US Open — In this tennis 
and entertainment event, 
chart-topping performers, 

celebrities and some of 
the best tennis players in 
the game come together 
to celebrate the life and 
values of tennis legend 
and humanitarian Arthur 
Ashe. Arthur Ashe Kids’ 
Day features a ticketed 
Stadium Show and concert 
inside Arthur Ashe Stadium, 
preceded by a free Grounds 
Festival on the grounds of 
the USTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center. Face 
painting, storytelling and 
juggling workshops will be 
among the many activies 
scheduled for the day.
When: Saturday, Aug. 27, 
9:30 am - 3 pm
Where: USTA Billie Jean 
Jean National Tennis Center, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free for Grounds 
Festvial, $10 - $25 for 

Stadium Show
Contact: (718) 760-6200
Website: www.
arthurashekidsday.com

Artist Warehouse Sale — 
LIC’s Local Project Art Space 
needs to make space for 
the new, and they also need 
to fundraise. So borough 
artists will be getting rid 
of the stuff they no longer 
need for their work—by 
selling it at bargain prices. 
Shoppers can pick up 
clothing, household items, 
oddities, art materials, food 
and artwork. Local DJ’s will 
be providing a variety of 
sounds and there will be a 
barbecue on Sunday.
When: Saturday and Sunday, 
Aug. 27 - 28, 12 pm - 7 pm
Where: Local Project Art 
Space, 11-27 44th Road, Long 
Island City

munity, gardening, sus-
tainable lifestyles and 
physical practices such 
as yoga or tai chi. But 
we are also open to new 
ideas. I really want to 
see a group or organiza-
tion use the Lyceum for a 

pop-up event,” Hermann 
said.

They have a rolling 
open call for artists who 
wish to display their 
work in their space for 
about six weeks at a 
time, and are planning 
for eight gallery open-
ings a year. 

Weekly classes in-
clude Creative City Gar-

dening Wednesdays at 
6 p.m. and Soil Prepara-
tion for Organic Gardens 
Fridays at 6 p.m.

On Saturday, the Ly-
ceum will be holding a 
“no pressure” open mic 
from 7 p.m.to 9 p.m. and 
is requesting original 
works from writers, 
poets, slam poets, musi-
cians, song writers, hip 

hop artists and comedi-
ans. They are suggesting 
a 6-minute time limit, 15 
minutes for musicians. 
There will be snacks, 
coffee, tea, and locally 
made products at the 
coffee bar. Although 
the free event welcomes 
walk-ins, they encour-
age you to contact cody@
growhome.com to RSVP.  

Other upcoming 
events include: PARTY-
cipation—Community 
Visioning at the Lyce-
um, Wednesday, Sept. 7, 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; 
Growing Chrysanthe-
mums with Rita Rover 
and the Long Island 
Chrysanthemum Soci-
ety, Saturday, Oct. 8, 2 
p.m.to 4 p.m.; and #Root-

edInQueens Photo Ex-
hibition with @Queen-
scapes, Saturday, Oct. 
22, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

For more informa-
tion, go to www.codyan-
n h e r r m a n n . c o m / l y-
ceum; check out their 
Instagram profile, @
QueensLyceum, or go to 
their Facebook page.

Continued from Page 61 

Lyceum

Continued from Page 60 

Arts Cost: Free
Website: localproject.org

Beach Sessions Dance 
Series — This free, outdoor 
dance performance series 
presents professional 
dance companies to the 
Rockaway community. This 
weekend, Rashaun Mitchell 
and Silas Riener, along with 
Netta Yerushalmy, will be 
performing on the sand.
When: Saturday, Aug. 27, 6: 30 
pm - 7:30 pm
Where: Beach 86th Street, 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 523-2786
Website: www.
beachsessionsdanceseries.
com

Italian Festival 2016 — 
Sponsored by Cellini Lodge 
#2206 of the Sons of Italy, the 
event features rides, games 
of chance, live music and 
what festival organizers call 
“the best zeppoles on Long 
Island.”
When: Through Sunday, 
Aug. 28 (Friday, 6 pm - 11 
pm; Saturday, 3 pm - 11 pm; 
Sunday, 3 pm - 10 pm)
Where: Michael J. Tully 
Park, Denton Avenue and 
Evergreen Avenue, New Hyde 
Park
Cost: Adults, $1; children 
under 8, free
Contact: (516) 747-1680
Website: www.
cellinilodge2206.org

MUSIC

Summer Sounds: British 
Dependency — Hailing from 
the British Isle of Anguilla, 
British Dependency brings 
root, heart and soul to 
reggae music by fusing 
various genres with their 
three-piece ensemble: drum, 
guitar and bass.
When: Sunday, Aug 28, 5 pm 
to 6 pm
Where: St. Albans Park, 
172-0-172-98 Sayres 
Ave.,Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact:  (718)393-7270
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/28/
summer-sounds-british-
dependency

Queens College Choral 
Society auditions — Be a 
part of the 75th anniversary 
of the QCCS. Composed of 
talented community members 
ranging from high schoolers 
to graduate, the QC choir and 
chorus are looking for new 
members. Give your vocal 
skills a test at the fi rst of three 
auditions for this season’s 
QCCS and try for a spot in a 
group that will be performing 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
plus a work composed just for 
them in December at Colden 
Auditorium, Queens College. 
Auditions are by appointment.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 31, 6 
pm - 7:15 pm 
Where: Lefrak Hall, Queens 
College (Reeves Avenue side 
of the campus)
Contact: Email for to 
set up an audition at 
musicdirector@accsny.com 
or ejharpist @aol.com

Website: www.
qcchoralsociety.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Cido The Clown at Fantasy 
Forest Amusement Park — 
Having entertained children 
for over 10 years, Cido is a 
member of the World Clown 
Association and Clowns of 
America International. From 
his red nose to his big feet, Cid 
will put on clown magic show 
that is sure to be fun for all!
When: Sunday, Aug. 28, 2 pm - 
2:45 pm and 4 pm - 4:45 pm
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/08/28/cido-
the-clown-at-fantasy-forest-
amusement-park

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

THE SOUNDS OF SILENCE

Councilman Jimmy van Bramer and his staff kicked up 
their heels at last summer's Silent Disco in Hunter's 
Point Park and tonight they'll likely be doing it again. 
Presented by Lincoln Center in partnership with van 
Bramer, Queens Borough President Melinda Katz, 
NYC Parks Queens Borough Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski and the New York City Department of 
Parks  Recreation, this year's Silent Disco in the park is 
tonight. Following a Silent Family Dance at 5 pm, there 
will be dance lessons at 7 pm, and a Dance Party going 
from 7:30 pm until 10 pm. Admission is free on a first-
come, first-served basis, but you'll need a credit card 
or ID to borrow the headphones that let you groove 
along to the music. For more information, go to http://
www.lincolncenter.org/show/lincoln-center-local-si-
lent-disco. Courtesy of Council member Van Bramer 
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Sponsored by 
John Michael Marino Lodge

No.1389 
Port Washington

Percentage of proceeds support 
multiple charities and scholarships.

The Largest and Oldest Italian Festival
in Nassau County

and       Better!Bigger

37th
Annual

and       Better!Bigger

Exciting New Major Rides 

and Games by 

Blue Sky Amusements    

6PM – 11PM
RIDES WRISTBAND - $15

6PM – 11PM
RIDES WRISTBAND - $30

($3 off with this ad)

7pm - 11:00pm

NY Music Productions 

Featuring Don Felice

6PM – 11PM
RIDES WRISTBAND - $30

7pm - 10:30pm

Dolce Vita Music Entertainment

2PM – 11PM
RIDES WRISTBAND - $30

7pm - 11pm

Music by Entertainment Express DJs 

Featuring Tommy G

12:30PM – 11PM

12:30pm - 1:30pm

RIDES WRISTBAND - $25

6:30pm - 10:30pm

All-Time Music Favorites by 

Piece of the Rock Band &

Special 9/11 Remembrance 

Tribute to our Troops & First Responders

Famous 
Italian 

Food Tent

Other Ethnic Food 
Carnival Fare

Live Entertainment!

Vendors

Parking

ATM

Fireworks 

Saturday 
Night

Pay-One-Price Rides Wristbands Every Day!

NORTH HEMPSTEAD BEACH PARK
GPS directions: 175 West Shore Rd, Pt Washington. 
Drive past that entrance to next parking lot on right marinolodge.org



66    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, AUG. 26-SEPT. 1, 2016 TL

simple when it is put into 
the hands of a real art-
ist. That notion can be 
clearly seen in one of the 
works at the entrance to 
the show, Canadian artist 
Joseph Amar’s “Lillian, 
Miriam, Hannah, Anne, 
Farah.” A line of five 
30-inch-square paintings 
in progressively darken-
ing shades of greenish 
tan, the piece has an un-
expected sense of move-
ment and energy. Accord-
ing to Nicholas Arbatsky, 
the center’s director as 
well as the curator of this 
show, the artist says the 
paintings should be con-
sidered portraits. The 
ability of each part of the 
work to convey a distinct 
personality and mood 
justifies that claim.

Many of the artists 
in the show explore the 
power of straight lines, 
grids, basic shapes and 
written language. But 
each of them takes those 
elements and turns them 
into highly personal in-
dividual statements. 

A lot of those state-

ments have a light-
hearted, engaging side. 
Richard Artschwager’s 
formica-on-wood sculp-
tures of books have a 
cartoonish buoyancy 
that is matched by Don-
ald Baechler’s “Arith-
metic,” an image of a 
human head built from 
numbers. By making the 
word “diptych” the sub-
ject of a painting that is 
on one wood panel, Ricci 
Albenda delivers a sly 
joke while also encour-
aging us to question the 

truth and meaning of 
language.

Other works take the 
motifs that are at the cen-
ter of the show and turn 
them to darker, more se-
rious ends. Susan Roth-
enberg’s “Double Bones” 
is an otherworldly image 
that looks as if it’s an an-
imal skeleton, and Kiki 
Smith’s sculpture “The 
Sitter” brings issues of 
violence against women 
powerfully to the fore-
ground.

But perhaps most in-

teresting in this exhibit 
is the way it shows art-
ists changing and pro-
gressing. One example 
is found in the other two 
Rothenberg paintings on 
display. Done 11 years 
after “Double Bones,” 
“Mezzo Fist #1” and 
“Mezzo Fist #2” use the 
same colors and ghostly 
style of the earlier paint-
ing, but achieve their ef-
fect in a more muted way. 
Another is Terry Win-
ters, whose densely pat-
terned circular shapes 
start with the nearly 
monochromatic “Uni-
titled” from 1983 and 
transform into the psy-
chedelic shade of 2011’s 
“Tessellation Figures.”

Arbatsky says that the 
idea of looking at an art-
ist’s career as a work in 
progress was very impor-
tant to Landau as she was 
putting her collection 
together. “Mrs. Landau 
was interested in how an 
artist’s work progresses 
over time,” he said. “Of-
ten, she would buy a work 
from an artist early in his 
or her career, and then 
purchase later works.” In 
addition to the artists on 
display in “Intuitive Pro-
gression,” her collection 

includes work by Richard 
Prince, Jenny Holzer and 
Cy Twombly, all of whose 
works have graced the 
walls of the center.

But Landau’s scope as 
a collector goes beyond 
the building in Long Is-
land City that bears her 
name. In May 2010, she 
made a pledge of 417 art-
works by nearly 100 art-
ists to the Whitney Mu-
seum of American Art, 
ensuring that her vision 
and the artists she cham-
pions will reach an even 
wider audience.

The mission of ex-
panding and connecting 
with a wider audience 
is a big part of the cen-
ter’s focus as well. Dean 
MacGregor, the Fisher 
Landau’s outreach co-
ordinator, will be lead-
ing tours of the exhibit, 
and is expecting a broad 
range of community 
residents—particularly 
students—to take advan-
tage of them. Tours can 
be scheduled by calling 
(718) 937-0727 or by email-
ing dean@flcart.org. 

“Intuitive Progres-
sion” is not the only rea-
son to visit the center, ei-
ther. Up through Nov. 28 
is Timothy Greenfield-

Sanders’ “The Women 
List.” Showing on the 
center’s ground floor, its 
50 portraits of accom-
plished women include 
actresses (Bette Davis, 
Kim Cattrall, Isabella 
Rossellini) and Supreme 
Court justices (Sonia 
Sotomayor and Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg) as well 
as writers, artists and 
athletes. Plus, the PBS 
film in which 15 of those 
women tell their stories 
is also on view.

And another ambi-
tious show is opening on 
Thursday.  “Language as 
Representation” focuses 
on artists who make 
words the visual focus 
of their art. With such 
heavy hitters as Richard 
Prince, Edward Ruscha, 
Barbara Kruger and 
John Baldessari, it is just 
one more example of the 
center’s impressive hold-
ings and the incisive skill 
with which those hold-
ings are used to teach au-
diences about the history 
of art from 1960 through 
the present.

The Fisher Landau 
Center for Art is open 
from Thursday through 
Monday from 12 pm to 5 
pm.

Continued from Page 59 

Treasures

The Fisher Landau Center for Art in Long Island City 
Photo by Hermann Feldhaus

Live Jazz will be heard 
throughout the evening on 
Friday, September 9th, 2016, 
as a group of talented musi-
cians bring their love and 
concern for the elderly to 
new heights on the rooftop of 
Flushing House in Queens!

 “Jazz Up In The Sky” will 
take place up on the roof top 
of Flushing House, located 
in Flushing, Queens.  This 
is their third live fundraiser 
featuring three live jazz 
groups, and all proceeds are 
for the not-for-profit’s en-
dowment fund which bene-
fits the over 300 older adults 
who call Flushing House 
their home. 

 The opening act is inter-
nationally acclaimed jazz 
band Oh La La! featuring 
French chanteuse Marie 
Michèle.  Oh La La! special-
izes in soothing, soft acous-
tic jazz, chanson française, 
1930’s and 1940’s swing, 
bossa nova, or the sultry 
sound of classical Soul and 
Blues music from the 1950’s 
and 1960’s.  Featuring some 
of the top jazz musicians 
from New York City and New 

England, Oh La La! is so sty-
listically versatile, with an 
extensive repertoire in mul-
tiple genres, plus they’re 
happy to fulfill any song re-
quests from the audience.  
Oh La La! does it all!

 Headlining the evening’s 
performers is world-famous 
and Grammy award winning 
jazz hero Hernan Romero.  
The Hernan Romero Group 
has featured some of the 
world’s great guitarists, in-
cluding Al Di Meola, Paco De 
Lucia and John McLaughlin.  
This group infuses the ex-
otic traditions of flamenco-

gypsy, Middle Eastern, and 
Mediterranean folk music, 
with sounds of classical, jazz 
and Latin rhythms.  Com-
poser and guitarist Hernan 
Romero’s music is so famous 
for its sensuous, passionate, 
romantic and inescapably 
infectious sounds.

 The closer is Karikatura, 
a New York based roots pop 
band, making life-affirm-
ing, body-shaking music 
that moves people around 
the world.  Ukrainian-born, 
Brooklyn-bred metal gui-
tarist Dima Kay, has toured 
everywhere from Japan to 

Brazil, from the U.S. to Eu-
rope.  His band is a synthe-
sis of the music blasting out 
of car windows and shops 
and on the streets, where 
cumbia meets hip-hop, reg-
gae meets klezmer and in-
die-rock meets merengue.  
Karikatura was accepted 
into the 2016-2017 American 
Music Abroad “American 
Voices” program. 

 Join other jazz fans on 
Friday, September 9th, and 
help celebrate “Jazz Up In 
The Sky” at Flushing House.  
The 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. festival 
also features an art show 
and sale, a gourmet feast, 
wine and beer, all served up 
on the Flushing House roof-
top, with a dance floor that 
boasts spectacular views of 
New York’s panoramic sky-
line.

Attendance is by reserva-
tion only.  Space is limited 
to the first 200 persons 
who RSVP by September 
1, 2016.  For single RSVPs, 
your tax-deductible cover 
charge is $100 ($150 cou-
ples).  For phone sales call 
Michael Sutcliffe (347) 532-

3014 or email Michael@uam.
org.  Or go online for our 
Ticket Sales Form.  Go to 
JazzUpInTheSky.com, click 
on the “Tickets” link.  Or 
simply make checks payable 
to Flushing House; write 
“Jazz Up In The Sky” on the 
memo line and mail to Mi-
chael Sutcliffe, c/o Flushing 
House, 38-20 Bowne Street, 
Flushing, NY 11354.  Please 
include return address, as 
tickets will be mailed to you 
and must be turned in at the 
event.

On September 9th, Ma-
rie Michèle, Hernan Romero 
and Dima Kay will make 
their way to the Flushing 
House roof.  Will you be 
there to cheer them on?  For 
more information visit: Jaz-
zUpInTheSky.com.  

Built in 1974, Flushing 
House is the largest, not-for-
profit “Independent Living” 
retirement community in 
New York State.  Go to www.
flushinghouse.com  for more 
information.

 Contact: Robert F. Sal-
ant, (347) 532-3025, rsalant@
uam.org.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Flushing House Hosts Third “Jazz Up In The Sky” September 9th!
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to subsidize wage levels for 
affordable housing, God bless 
them,. If that’s what the state 
thinks is the right thing to do 
with state money, of course, 
we can work with that.”

Cuomo needs to have a tax 

program in place to move for-
ward on his own $2 billion af-
fordable housing project. 

“An affordable housing 
program by definition re-
quires subsidy,” Cuomo said. 
“Whether you subsidize wag-
es or you subsidize land or 
you subsidize the mortgage or 
you subsidize construction, it 
doesn’t matter. It’s a subsidy.”

Coger hopes it works and 

the entire Hallets Point devel-
opment can be completed with 
its 2,400 units, 483 of them af-
fordable. Residents of Astoria 
Houses were to have rental 
preference for 50 percent of 
those affordable apartments.

“It would have an enor-
mous impact on us, and the 
return of 421-a would also im-
pact the city as well,” Coger 
said.

may not know they even ex-
ist.”

The City Council has sup-
ported multiple programs 
that benefit immigrant popu-
lations. Recently, the council 
allotted $2.7 million to ex-
pand immigrant legal ser-
vices for 2017, allowing the  
program to serve 1,000 more 
cases, 5,000 complex cases in 
total. Mark-Viverito talked 
about the program.

“We provide legal servic-
es for complex immigration 
issues,” she said. “We a have 
a relationship with CUNY 
schools where we have law-
yers that are based in our  
City Council offices to pro-
vide legal assistance as well 
as support. It’s very popular 
and there is always a wait-
ing list for those services. We 
also have legal services for 
those that are facing possible 
deportation proceedings, 
that’s another aspect of that 
work.”

City Council has also 
provided over $1 million in 

funding for small businesses, 
the heart of the economy in 
places like Flushing. The 
programs offer financial as-
sistance, pro bono legal as-
sistance and referrals to gov-
ernmental resources. Small 
businesses have been vocal 
about the difficulty of staying 
open with rising rent prices. 

“Small businesses con-
front many challenges and 
fear of being priced out,” 
Mark-Viverito said. “We’re 
getting a lot of concerns about 
communities that small busi-
nesses cannot afford to pay 
rent anymore or the rent is 
increasing on commercial 
spaces pretty considerably. 
As a result, you see a lot of 
mom-and-pop shops that are 
closing down and those are 
important to keep the vibran-
cy here in our neighborhoods 
and the diversity of services, 
so we’re trying to figure out 
what ways we can be more 
supportive to those small 
businesses.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

to be elected to state Senate 
in Queens.

Stavisky took the podium 
and said she was running for 
re-election to continue the 
trend she has set for increas-
ing the minimum wage and a 
tuition freeze for students at 
the city and state level as well 
as the push for passage of the 
DREAM Act, which would al-
low undocumented students 
apply for the state Tuition As-
sistance Program and earn a 
college degree.

But Stavisky still believes 
more needs to be done to im-
prove ethics and campaign 
finance reform, although she 
has already sponsored sev-
eral bills to enhance ethics 
at the state level and improve 

finance procedures. The sen-
ator also spoke about the im-
portance of closing the LLC 
loophole and limiting outside 
income for legislators.

“I don’t think you can be 
a legislator and own a busi-
ness,” said Stavisky, who 
believes a lawmaker cannot 
effectively serve constituents 
and clients simultaneously. 
“You got to pick one, and I 
have chosen to be a legisla-
tor. I have no other outside 
income. To me public service 
is an opportunity to help peo-
ple.”

DiNapoli predicted Sta-
visky would win the upcom-
ing primary against Jung 
with her biggest margins 
ever.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

matively of how Trump had 
pledged to protect and pro-
mote Christianity throughout 
the country.

“This is a great meeting,” 
William Shahzad, one of the 
meetings’ attendees, said. “He 
wants to bring Christian val-
ues back.”

Christians are one of the 
largest religious minori-
ties in the majority-Muslim 
Pakistan, totaling about 1.6 
percent of the population, 
primarily a mix of Roman 
Catholic and Protestant. Ac-
cording to Tariq Rehmat, the 
United Pakistani Christian 
Community leader, the Paki-
stani Christian population is 
often allied with Republicans 
and said Trump would protect 
their religious liberty.

In the last year Christian 
churches in Pakistan were 
bombed in the predominantly 
Muslim country.

“We are supporting Trump 
because we need America 
back,” Rehmat said. “With-
out Trump we are considered 
third-class citizens.”

Trump secured the nomi-
nation to be the Republican 
candidate for president earlier 
this year and will face Hillary 
Clinton in the general election 
in November. His views on 
immigration and a proposal 
to ban Muslim immigration 
have generated controversy.

Rehmat, who organized 
the event with his team, con-
cluded the evening by offi-
cially expressing the group’s 
endorsement for the candi-
date, along with a slide show 
presentation of Pakistani 
Christians currently serving 
in the armed forces and the 
New York Police Department 

and a rousing, concluding call 
of “Our Trump is coming, our 
Trump is coming.” Rehmat 
called Trump the candidate 
for Christian values and said 
that “a new day is rising and a 
new dawn is breaking.”

Other GOP candidates at 
the event included Mark Cipo-
la, running against state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), and 
Alan Zwirn, who is running 
to fill the Assembly seat being 
vacated by Philip Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park.) .

Rehmat said Trump  and 
his campaign were bringing 
new people from his commu-
nity into the political fold, in-
cluding people who previously 
voted for Democrats.

“I’ve seen Democrats 
who want to work for Donald 
Trump because they say only 
Donald Trump can solve these 
problems and save America,” 
he said. “We love America. We 
live for America.”

and Club Joyful in Flushing 
allegedly paid Yam $2,000 per 
month over the course of three 
years for protection, accord-
ing to the criminal complaint 
filed by the DA.

Yam and Sung were 
charged with taking bribes 
and being rewarded for offi-
cial misconduct, while Sung 
was also charged with ob-
struction, according to the 
DA’s office. 

They were scheduled to go 
to trial in September.

The 2015 arrest of Yam and 
Sung came after two years of 
investigations during which 
several officers from the 109th 
Precinct were looked into.  The 
incident was labeled the “Ka-
raoke Bar Protection Scan-
dal.” Of the 23 other officers 
investigated over the course 
of two years, including two 
captains and three sergeants, 
none have been indicted so 
far, the suit said.

In the suit, the bars claim 
that since 2014 multiple “Busi-
ness Inspections” by police led 

to the arrest of employees and 
patrons, disrupting business 
and scaring off customers. 
During these random inspec-
tions, the officers would ask 
employees and patrons about 
the any illegal activity . The 
owners claim that officials 
took video equipment follow-
ing the inspections so no evi-
dence of the raids remained.. 

As a result of the inspec-
tions and officers’ constant 
presence, customers, particu-
larly in the Asian community, 
stopped coming to the targeted 
businesses, according to the 
suit. Officers would enter the 
businesses under the guise of 
an inspection although there 
were no violations and stay 
for hours on end, according to 
the suit. Undercover officers 
would stop and frisk Asian 
patrons in the establishments 
without any legal basis, the 
suit claims. 

In the lawsuit, the owners 
claim that Police Commis-
sioner William J. Bratton tar-
geted  their businesses using 
the NYPD Internal Affairs 
Bureau and other federal, 
state, and local government 
agencies. They claim they and 

other witnesses were intimi-
dated into not cooperating 
with the criminal investiga-
tion into the officers involved 
in the Karaoke Bar Protection 
scandal in order to protect his 
legacy as commissioner. The 
suit claims Bratton engaged 
in similar tactics during the 
“Dirty 30” scandal in the ear-
ly 1990s, in which over 30 offi-
cers were arrested for stealing 
drug money from Dominicans 
and other people of color in 
Manhattan.  

The bars are being repre-
sented by Manhattan lawyer 
Eric Sanders. 

“Here, we have all of this 
legislative reform regarding 
police corruption in New York 
City, yet the public still suf-
fers,” he said. “In this matter, 
no one knows the depth of the 
police corruption in the ‘Kara-
oke Bar Protection Scandal.’ 
Certainly, my clients feel the 
mayor, police commissioner 
and district attorney are sim-
ply waiting for everything to 
blow over and then close the 
criminal case, handling ev-
erything within the NYPD as 
in other police scandals.”

Continued from Page 1 

Trump
Continued from Page 4 

Ethics

Continued from Page 4 

City Council
Continued from Page 1 

109 Pct.

Continued from Page 5 

Cuomo
his business dealings,, and 
he cited Trump’s role as the 
head of the birther move-
ment that alleged President 
Barack Obama was not born 
in the United States.

“It’s an insult to think 
that African Americans don’t 

vote in their best interests. 
They do,” he said.“African 
Americans know who’s for 
them and who’s against 
them.”

Meeks echoed the mes-
sage of the other officials, 
and paraphrased a quote 
from the poet Maya Angelou 
to say that voters should be 
suspect of Trump’s outreach 
to black Americans.

Continued from Page 50 

Meeks
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SUBURBAN LT 4X4

ALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LT

ALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LT
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- LEASE FOR -

- LEASE FOR -- LEASE FOR -

$599

$139$129

/MONTH LEASE

/MONTH LEASE/MONTH LEASE

/MONTH LEASE

/MONTH LEASE/MONTH LEASE

with $2,000 
Conquest Rebate

with $1,000 
Conquest Rebate

with $500 
Conquest Rebate

OR

OROR

Stk #161819, Reference #40737, Auto, 5.3L V8, leather, heated seats, 
bench seats, 4GLTE, roof rack, cross rails. 1 Available.  MSRP: $59,420

Stk# 161951, Reference# 40718, Auto, 1.5L Turbo, Rear Camera, Push 
Button Start, 4G LTE, Bluetooth. 1 Available! MSRP $25,895

Stk# 161454, Reference# 40720, Auto, 1.4L V4, 4 Cyl Turbo,
Bluetooth, 4G LTE.  1 Available! MSRP $21,995

CONQUEST REBATE:..........................................-$2,000

CONQUEST REBATE:...........................................-$1,000CONQUEST REBATE:..............................................-$500

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

- BUY FOR -

- BUY FOR -- BUY FOR -

MSRP ...........................................................$59,420
DEALER REBATE:................................................ -$3,420
FACTORY REBATE: ..............................................-$1,000

MSRP ...........................................................$25,895
DEALER REBATE:.................................................-$1,000
FACTORY REBATE: .............................................-$2,000

MSRP ........................................................... $21,995
DEALER REBATE:.................................................-$1,000
FACTORY REBATE: ..............................................-$1,000

$55,000

$22,895$19,995

$53,000

$21,895$19,495

PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

$559

$99$89

2016 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB 4X4
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- LEASE FOR -

$199
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate

OR

Stk# 162041, Reference# 40725, Auto, 5.3L V8, A/C, Power Windows/Locks, 
LT Convenience Pkg, ABS, Tilt, Stabilitrak, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $39,620

CONQUEST REBATE:..............................................-$500

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

- BUY FOR -
MSRP ...........................................................$39,620
DEALER REBATE:................................................ -$3,465
FACTORY REBATE: .............................................-$2,500

$33,655

$33,155PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

$179

2016 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX AWD LT

*B�!��� � ����	;	�� �	��	� � ���� � <�� -������������ � &�	�� ',� ��� &�	�� '�
������	���	���� '+�+++�!��	���	��"	����=+�*5�!��	��	���	�� ���	��3�	����
�	��	�>�������?�='87����=77�'�����"!	����=*�)75�������"!	����=+�>	�����"�
3	������� =575� @��2� -		� ����� ��
�� ����� ��� �		��� .����	�� ='�9+7� -�����"�
$	���	����='�5++�/��%�	���$	���	��&������	��	���"!	���A�=8�886�

- LEASE FOR -

$139
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate

OR

Stk# 1620453, Reference# 40721, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth,
Rear Camera, AM/FM, Airbags, ABS. 1 Available! MSRP $31,825

SELECT BONUS CASH: .........................................-$750
CONQUEST REBATE:...........................................-$1,500

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

- BUY FOR -
MSRP ............................................................$31,825
DEALER REBATE:................................................-$2,000
FACTORY REBATE: ..............................................-$1,000

$28,825

$26,575PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

$99

2017 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE AWD LT

87�!��� �����	;	���	��	�� ���� �<��-������������ �&�	��',����&�	��'�
������	� ��	���� '+�+++�!��	�� �	�� "	���� =+�*5�!��	��	� ��	�� ���	�� 3�	�
����	��	�>�������?�='77����='57� '�����"!	���� =8�B75�������"!	���� =+�
>	�����"�3	�������=575�@��2�-		��������
�����������		���.����	��=*�*5+�
-�����"�$	���	����='�5++�/��%�	���$	���	��&������	��	���"!	���A�=)�)6'�

- LEASE FOR -

$199
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate

OR

Stk# 161512, Reference# 40723, Auto, 3.6L V6, 7 Passenger, Heated 
Front Seats, Rear Camera, Bluetooth, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $37,965

SELECT BONUS CASH: .........................................-$750
CONQUEST REBATE:...........................................-$1,500

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

- BUY FOR -
MSRP ........................................................... $37,965
DEALER REBATE:................................................. -$1,790
FACTORY REBATE: ..............................................-$1,000

$35,175

$32,925PRICE WITH
ADDITIONAL
REBATES: 

$159

INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY NEW AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

* For LIFE means for as long as you own the vehicle.

3 Day/100 Mile
Vehicle Exchange
$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes for LIFE*
>"�� 	������3�	�	��0���/ ���	����������

$250 Referral 
Rewards
Annual New York State 
Inspections for LIFE*
Members-Only Parts
& Service Pricing
Priority Service 
Scheduling
Service Loaner 
Vehicles
Towing Protection
Drop-Off Valet Service
Shuttle Service

240-02 NORTHERN BLVD., DOUGLASTON, NY 11362
855-782-1680
EASTHILLSCHEVROLET.COM

HURRY.  EVENT ENDS 8/31/16

CHEVROLET

EST. 1975

INCLUDED WITH
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Russ Gompers was sitting 
in a house in Cooperstown a 
few weeks ago, ignoring his 
phone. 

The Flushing native had 
other things on his mind—
like watching the Mets try to 
take down the Yankees in the 
Subway Series – and he didn’t 
notice when his phone practi-
cally exploded with notifica-
tions. 

Once he did finally realize 
what was going on, Gompers 
was a bit overwhelmed. 

The owner of Stitches, an 
embroidery and screen print-
ing company in Whitestone, 
Gompers has been the jer-
sey supplier for the Mets for 
over 20 years. But while the 
job has long been a source of 
pride for Gompers, it isn’t ev-
ery day that his work is dis-
cussed on television. 

“Jay Bruce is up and they 
go to the segment and start 
talking about how they just 
got him,” Gompers said. 
“They get all his informa-
tion together and then take 
a 10-minute drive to a place 
called Stitches in Whitestone 
that sews the shirt.”

The TV moment came just 
a few days after a trip to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame where 
Gompers saw his own jersey 
work featured in a 9/11 ex-
hibit.

Gompers’ path to the Mets 
began decades ago, and in-
cluded stints running his fa-
ther’s trucking business and 
operating a sporting goods 
store across from Flushing 
High School. He wasn’t a fan 
of either of those endeavors 
and eventually decided to go 
into the logo business. 

That’s where, 23 years ago, 

BY LAURA AMATO

This former Judge ruled in 
Rio. 

Dalilah Muhammad, who 
was a track-and-field star dur-
ing her days at Cardozo, made 
history at this year’s Olympic 
Games, becoming the first 
American to take home a gold 
medal in the 400-meter hur-
dles as she cruised to a 53.13 
first-place finish in the race 
Aug. 18. 

Muhammad won all three 
races she ran in Rio and bare-
ly looked troubled by the rain-
soaked track in the final. 

“You definitely have to 
have a lot of confidence,” Mu-
hammad told NBC during a 
post-race interview. “You just 
have to go for it, you have to 
trust in all your abilities. My 
coach told me I was able to go 
out that hard and able to finish 

and you just have to put all the 
trust into it.”

Muhammad’s road to 
Olympic gold has been well-
documented over the last few 
weeks, as the former state 
champion has recounted her 
dedication to hurdles time and 
time again. 

She was always drawn to 
this race in particular—de-
spite early objections from her 
mother, who was concerned 
about her daughter falling 
over the hurdles—and has 
spent the better part of the 
last decade fine-tuning her ap-
proach. 

“My mom didn’t want me 
to hurdle,” Muhammad said. 
“I think my first time I ever 
hurdled I fell and she was just 
like, her baby’s not doing that 
again. I’ve always loved the 
hurdles. I just wanted to be 
able to perfect it. I just felt like 

the 400 hurdles was my race 
from even when I was a little 
kid.”

Muhammad was a star at 
the high school level and went 
on to become an All-American 
at USC, but a recent string of 
injuries left her wondering if 
all this work was worth it. 

She didn’t make the Olym-
pic team in 2012 and suffered 
an injury after last year’s Oxy 
Invitational. 

But while she faced her fair 
share of trials and pitfalls over 
the last two years, Muhammad 
never lost her focus. She’s been 
hurdling for as long as she can 
remember and, somehow, some 
way, she was getting to Rio. 

She had her breakout mo-
ment at the Olympic Trials ear-
lier this year, winning each of 
her races in Oregon, including 
a 52.88 finish in the final. 

Continued on Page 71Continued on Page 71

Dalilah Muhammad won a gold media in Rio Aug. 18. AP / Andrew Medichini

Russ Gompers, owner of Stitches in Whitestone, poses in his memora-
bilia-filled office, showcasing his longstanding devotion to the Mets.   

CNG / Laura Amato

Dozo star takes gold
Dalilah Muhammad cruises to victory in 400m hurdles

Sewing up a place 
in baseball history
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BY LAURA AMATO

As St. John’s women’s soc-
cer goalkeeper Diana Poulin 
suited up for the first game of 
her final season last Friday, 
she still felt the butterflies in 
her stomach. 

Poulin became the win-
ningest women’s goalkeeper 
in Red Storm history when 
the squad took down Central 
Connecticut State 1-0 in that 
opener, but the senior battled 
nerves throughout the match-
up. 

She knows that won’t ever 
change. 

“It’s definitely nerve-
wracking,” Poulin said. “A lot 
of people ask if I get nervous 
and I do. But I like having that 
pressure. I think it’s nice if 
you can perform under that 
pressure and do well for the 
team.”

Poulin’s stats over her first 
three seasons with the Red 
Storm, however, make it look 
like she has little to be ner-
vous about. 

The two-time Big East 
Goalie of the Year, Poulin is 
coming off a record-breaking 
season. She had a role in a pro-
gram-best 11 shutouts, making 
three saves in the shutout over 
Providence that helped St. 

John’s clinch its first-ever reg-
ular season Big East crown.

Poulin has grown into her 
role as the Red Storm’s last line 
of defense and her leadership 
has become one of the squad’s 
defining characteristics. 

“She just has such a pres-
ence about her,” St. John’s 
coach Ian Stone said. “It’s 
not just the huge saves, but 

it’s also the communication. 
And that spreads through the 
whole team.”

In a season opener when 
nothing seemed to go in for the 
Red Storm, Stone told his team 
he never worried about Cen-
tral Connecticut scoring “be-
cause of Diana back there.” 

It’s a role that Poulin takes 
incredibly seriously. 

“Coach always tells me I 
have a presence on the field 
and I’m kind of coming in 
now with a little bit more con-
fidence than I would when I 
was a freshman,” she said. “In 
the beginning I was a little 
nervous, didn’t really know 
the game as well. Now I have 
a little bit more experience 
under my belt and I can kind 

of get my team to settle down 
instead of just settling myself 
down.”

Poulin doesn’t ever go into a 
game with a specific approach 
in mind. It’s as much instinct 
as it is leadership. 

If her defenders can’t shut 
down an opponent’s offensive 
attack first, Poulin just trusts 
her gut and makes a move. She 
doesn’t worry about letting 
in goals anymore—her team-
mates will pick up any slack—
and that confidence has led to 
a more relaxed game. 

“It’s just a matter of do-
ing whatever it is that I can,” 
Poulin said. “Can I come out 
and close the space for them, 
can I make the goal smaller for 
them. I just try my best to not 
let the ball in.”

Poulin wasn’t concerned 
with breaking the all-time 
wins record—her mom had to 
remind her that she was tied 
heading into the opener—and 
now that she’s crossed that 
bridge, the senior is simply 
looking to keep winning. 

“I think we’ve built the pro-
gram year by year and I think 
if I can go out at the highest 
spot it’s ever been, that would 
be really nice,” Poulin said. 
“I know the other girls in my 
year would love that as well.”

BY LAURA AMATO

DJ Kennedy will be the 
first to admit his head is spin-
ning just a bit. 

The former St. John’s bas-
ketball star agreed to a deal 
with the Denver Nuggets Aug. 
16, just a few weeks after lead-
ing his squad, Overseas Elite, 
to a second straight champion-
ship in The Basketball Tour-
nament. 

It’s been a lot to take in, 
but Kennedy is doing his best 
to stay focused. He also can’t 
wipe the smile off his face. 

“I don’t even know what to 
say,” Kennedy said. “It’s just 
been one crazy journey. You 
never know what can hap-
pen. I’m just in shock and I’m 
stunned, but I’m excited. It’s a 
fantastic opportunity and I’m 
looking forward to it.” 

Kennedy—who played four 
years with the Red Storm be-
fore having his senior season 
cut short by a torn ACL—has a 
few games of NBA experience 
under his belt already, having 

played two late-season games 
for the Cleveland Cavaliers in 
2012. 

He played in the NBA D-
League for the Erie Bayhawks 
and the Rio Grande Vipers—
where he won a D-League 
championship in 2013—and 
most recently saw training 
camp action with Dallas in 
2013. 

He’ll have to prove himself 
at camp to earn a spot on the 
Nuggets’ roster, but Kennedy 
is confident he can do just 
that. 

“I want to get into the 
NBA,” he said. “Of course, 
that’s everybody’s dream, but 
I have a perfect opportunity 
here. That’s really my next 
goal, is really just showing the 
NBA that I’m that type of level 
guy.”

Kennedy’s road back to 
NBA opportunities has been 
a long one, with a jam-packed 
passport and appearances in 
several international leagues. 
He last played in Russia for 
Siberian team Enisey Krasno-

yarsk (2015-16) after stints in 
Germany, France and Israel.

It’s been an exhausting 
schedule, but one that Kenne-
dy is thankful for. It also drew 
interest from NBA scouts, 
who have kept in contact with 
the former Red Storm star for 
years. 

“It’s been a long time com-
ing really,” Kennedy said. 
“They’ve been keeping an eye 
on me, seeing how I’m doing 
and teams have seen me each 
year get better. You’ve just got 
to be patient. Sometimes it’s 
a waiting game and you can’t 
get too down on yourself, just 
keep working and focus on 
things that you can control. 
That’s really been my ap-
proach throughout the whole 
process.”

Kennedy’s game has never 
lacked confidence—no mat-
ter what country he’s playing 
in—but his recent run of suc-
cess in The Basketball Tour-
nament was enough to add a 
whole new dimension to his 
on-court approach. He knows 

DJ Kennedy played a major role in Overseas Elite's second straight cham-
pionship at The Basketball Tournament this year.  Photo by Robert Cole

St. John's senior goalkeeper Diana Poulin became the winningest goalie in Red Storm history as she 
and her teammates notched a 1-0 victory over Central Connecticut in the season opener Aug. 19.  

Photo Courtesy of St. John's Athletics

Former Red Storm star on his way to the NBA

Record-setting goalie fuels SJU success
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BY MERLE EXIT

Tahl Leibovitz first picked 
up a table tennis paddle at the 
South Queens Boys and Girls 
Club nearly 25 years ago. 

Since then the 41-year-old 
Ozone Park resident has built 
a reputation as one of the most 
dominant athletes in the sport. 
Now, he is preparing for his 
fifth Paralympic Games, head-
ing to Rio next month. 

Leibowitz is the only 
Queens resident to qualify for 
the Games. 

“I have been playing table 
tennis in New York City for 
more than 20 years,” he said. 
“New York City is a very spe-
cial place for me. I am very ex-
cited to qualify for Rio 2016.”

Leibovitz moved to the 
United States from Haifa, Is-
rael with his family when he 
was 3 years old. He battles 
osteochondroma, a condition 
characterized by noncancer-
ous but often painful bone tu-
mors, but has refused to let his 
condition define him. Instead, 
Leibovitz has focused much 
of his energy on dominating 

the international table tennis 
circuit over the last two and a 
half decades. 

He calls his career “an 
amazing experience and a 
great journey,” one that has 
sent him around the world to 
face off against some of the 
best competition the sport has 
to offer. 

He’s only seemed to get bet-
ter with age, graduating from 
NYU’s Silver School of Social 
Work in 2015 after winning 
two gold medals in Collegiate 
Doubles. 

Leibovitz then went to 
Spain for the PTT Spanish 
Open 2015, winning a bronze 
medal in Class 9 Singles and 
a gold medal in the Class 9-10 
Team event. (In the sport, 
Classes 9 and 10 are for ath-
letes with relatively mild phys-
ical impairments.) He went on 
to compete in the Romania In-
ternational Table Tennis Open 
2015, taking home a gold medal 
in Class 9 Singles and a silver 
in the Class 9-10 Team event.

Leibovitz qualified for the 
Rio Games by winning a gold 
medal in Class 9 men’s singles 

table tennis at the Para Pan 
American Games 2015 in To-
ronto. 

While he’s spent a good 

chunk of time preparing for 
Rio and training over the 
last few weeks, Leibovitz also 
found a few moments to watch 

the Olympics as they aired. 
He—naturally—was par-

tial to watching table tennis 
and may have even taken a few 
moves from the TV broadcast 
to his own game. 

“I have been watching the 
games,” Leibovitz said, “and 
[they are] helping me pre-
pare.”

Leibovitz will head to Rio 
later this month and the Para-
lympic Games will run Sept. 
7-18. It may be his fifth Games, 
but Leibovitz—who was re-
cently inducted into the USA 
Table Tennis Hall of Fame—is 
as excited as ever for this next 
challenge. Despite pre-Games 
rumors that athletes were fac-
ing funding issues, Leibovitz 
has yet to encounter any trou-
ble. Right now, his only focus 
is representing his country 
and, most importantly, add-
ing to his already impressive 
medal collection. 

“I have no problem as of yet 
with sponsorship,” he said. “I 
get a monthly stipend from 
both USOC and USATT. All of 
my costs to every tournament 
are covered.”

It was the fastest time re-
corded in the event this year. 

Her approach is easy—run 
fast, don’t hit the hurdles. 

“That’s my goal every race,” 
Muhammad said. “I want to 
run as fast as I possibly can to 
the first hurdle.”

Muhammad wasn’t the only 
’Dozo star to make a splash in 
Rio. 

Deajah Stevens earned a 
spot in the 200-meter final 
and despite coming up short 
of the podium, the 21-year-old 

certainly made her presence 
known. 

Muhammad isn’t certain 
what the future holds. For 
now, the 26-year-old is simply 
happy to rest in this moment. 
She’s an Olympic champion 
and, for right now, that’s all 
Muhammad cares about. 

“Just an overhwleming feel-
ing,” she said. “Just enjoyment 
and excitement. It’s something 
we’ve worked so hard for, so 
for it to finally happen is so 
amazing.”

one phone message changed 
Gompers’ life. 

He called a number that 
had been left for him, not re-
alizing he was calling Shea 
Stadium. The Mets had called 
a player up from the minors 
and the usual store couldn’t 
do the embrodery work for 
his jersey. 

“It’s 8 o’clock on a Saturday 
night,” Gompers said. “And I 
hear [former Mets clubhouse 
manager Charlie Samuels] 
in the background yelling, ‘If 
you take care of me on this, 
I’ll give you all my work!’ I’m 
a Met fan, so I’m like ‘Oh my 

God.’”
Gompers made Doug 

Saunders’ jersey that night, 
calling in one of his sewers 
to help get the shirt finished 
on time. Saunders played just 
28 games in the pros, but he 
might be Gompers’ favorite 
player of all time. 

Gompers has worked with 
the Mets ever since. 

In the years since, Gomp-
ers added the Islanders and 
the Yankees to his clientele, 
picking up the Bombers last 
year ahead of the squad’s 
wild-card matchup against 
the Astros. 

“I have to tell you, even as 
a Met fan, walking out of that 
office, knowing I’m doing 
work for the Yankees I kind 

of had this feeling come over 
me,” Gompers said. “Like this 
is the Yankees. The Yankees 
are like the epitome of sports. 
That was really cool.”

For the kid who grew up 
a Mets fan, who still tears up 
when talking about asking 
his late father to help the team 
win the series in ‘86, Gomp-
ers occasionally has to pinch 
himself that this is his life. 

The professional squads 
aren’t the bread and butter 
of his business, but they’re a 
badge of honor—one he wears 
with pride. 

“It’s not a money thing,” 
he said. “And it’s cool. I really 
like that I’m able to say that.” 

Continued from Page 69 

Stitches

Continued from Page 69 

Muhammad

Queens resident Tahl Leibovitz has made a name for himself as one of 
the most dominant table tennis players in the world and now he's look-
ing to add to his impressive resume with a fifth trip to the Paralympics 
in Rio next month. Photo Courtesy of USA Table Tennis/Sean O Neill

Ozone Park man aims for gold in Rio

the next few weeks won’t be 
easy, but Kennedy has never 
been one to back down from a 
challenge. 

In fact, he’s embraced 
them. 

After Kennedy got hurt—
just ahead of the NCAA Tour-
nament in 2011—the St. John’s 
athletic community rallied 
around him with a “Do It for 

DJ” hashtag. He’s never for-
gotten that support and he’s 
battled back for every oppor-
tunity since, but now, with the 
NBA so close, Kennedy isn’t 
resting on anyone else’s en-
couragement. 

He’s doing it for himself. 
“I’ve always been the un-

derdog and there’s going to 
continue to be a chip on my 
shoulder,” Kennedy said. “I’m 
just going to go out there and 
show people what I’m capable 
of.”

Continued from Page 70 

Kennedy
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_8-26-16

Sale
Dates

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Aug
Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon. Tues Wed Thurs.

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
Aug Aug Aug Aug Aug Sept

$199lb.

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

Center Cut

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Boneless
Pork

Chops

Sliced To Orderlb. Sliced T.lblblb.blb.bbbbbbblb.lb.lb.bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb.lb...l

$799
Boar’s Head
Low Sodium

Ham

o OrderTo

$599Sliced To Orderlb.

Land O’ Lakes
American
Cheese

Yellow or White

Apple
Pie

$399
*Includes No Sugar Added Varieties

24 Oz Pkg
8” Baked

Cherry, Blueberry or

$499
16 Oz Pkg
Regular or Sliced

$$$4444444499
RegulaRegulaRegulaRegulaRegulaegulaRegulaRegulagggggggg rrrrrrrr or Srr or Sr or Sr or Sr or Sor Slicedicedlilill

BelGioioso
Fresh Mozzarella
Logs

Barilla
Pasta

Ragu
Pasta
Sauce

Pecorino
Romano
Cheese

Tropicana
Punch

Snapple
Iced Tea

PaPPP staa

5/$5 2/$3

99¢ 3/$5
12-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Manicotti, Lasagna,
Gluten Free, Jumbo Shells & Plus)

16-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

Store Cut

59 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Ades or

SSSSS llll
64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Drinks or

lb.
Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

Back to School

General Mills
Cereal
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG lllll MMMiMiiiiiMillllll

� 12.25 Oz Honey Nut Cheerios
� 13 Oz Resse�s Peanut Butter Puffs
� 12.2 Oz Cinnamon Toast Crunch
� 11.6 Oz French Toast Crunch
� 12 Oz Golden Grahams
� 11.25 Oz Cookie Crisp

4/$8

MIX &
MATCH!

2/$5Kellogg’s
Cereal

� 13.5 Oz Raisin Bran With Cranberries
� 18.2 Oz Raisin Bran Crunch
� 14.3 Oz Raisin Bran Omega
� 18.� Oz Raisin Bran
� 15.2 Oz Original or Chocolate 
   Frosted Mini Wheats Little Bites
� 15.5-18 Oz Regular, Strawberry or 
   Maple Brown Sugar Bite Size Mini Wheats

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Starkist
Solid White
Tuna

3/$3
Hi-C
Fruit
Drinks

4/$7$199
60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack Assorted
(Excludes: Blasts)

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.

With Club Card.
Limit 3 Offers.
Must Buy 4.

/
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

MIX &
MATCH!

10-20 Oz Bag ... 20 Count
Assorted

Frito Lay
Variety
Pack

$599

.....
20 Oz Bag ... Round Top20 OzOz OO Bag ..Bag ..agaggggg . Round TToT

Wonder
Classic
White Bread

2/$4

11.5-16 Oz Box
Assorted

Entenmann’s
Loaf
Cake

14 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

2/$5 2/$5
With Club Card & Add�l �10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offer. Must Buy 2.

With Club Card & Add�l �10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offer. Must Buy 2.

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

8.5-10.38 Oz Box
Assorted

Lean Cuisine
Favorites

5/$10

1.5 Qt Cont
Assorted Dairy Desserts or

95.� Oz Cont
With Sugar & Lemon

Breyers
Ice Cream

Lipton
Iced Tea
Mix

$699

$599
With Club Card & Add�l �10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

46-50 Fl Oz Btl
24-32 Loads ... Assorted

$$$$$$$ 999999

Tide
Liquid
Detergent

2/$10

6 Roll Pack ... Choose A Size White

8 Roll Pack ... 2 Ply8 Rol8 Rolllll Pllll Pl Pl PacPackkk 2 Pl2 Ply

Scott
Paper Towels or

222222///////////////////////////////////$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
yyyyyyyyy

Key Food
Paper Towels

MIX &
MATCH!

$899
20 Roll Pack

Key Food
Bath
Tissue

Chock 
Full O’ Nuts
Coffee

V8 Splash
Blended
Drinks

ChChhhChh kkkk
10.3-11.3 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic & Decaf)

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

$299

DrDrDrDDDDDD inininininnnnnnnkskskskskskkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

2/$4

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers.

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

With Club Card. 
Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 5. Grated: ��.99 lb.

COMBO
SALE!

99
YOUR

CHOICE!

Red, White 
& Blue

Pie Sale!

C

Puff
Pastry
Bites

$199
PuffP ffP ffP fP ffPuff

6 Oz Pkg
Guava or Apple

MIX &
MATCH!

B l
USDA Government Inspected Fresh

9999
Family Pack
3 Lbs or MoreWith Club Card. Limit 2 Packages.

lb.

$299

Florida’s Natural
Orange
Juice

59 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Fit & Delicious or Regular

59 Fl O CC t

2/$5

P
R
CC

333
S

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or VegetableCorn, Corn, Cor CanolaCanolaCano  or V or Vor V

Key Food
Oil

$599

Chobani
Greek
Yogurt

CC
4.2-5.3 Oz Cont
Assorted Flips, Oats, Simply 100 or

10 3 11 3 O C AA t dt d

10/$10

20 Oz Pkg ...4 Pack
In Water or Oil

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. 

In WWatIn In er oer or r or r OOilill

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

With Clth ClClCClCClububub Card L

TunTunTunTunTunTunTunTunTunTunTunTunTunTTuTTT aaaaaaaaaaaaa
$499

�.5-15.1 Oz Pkg
Assorted Fresh Stacks, Munchables, Bits or

Ritz
Crackers

WithWitWithWith hhhhhWithW hh ClClClClClClClCluC
LimitLimitLimit 4 O 4 O4 O4  4 O4 O

$199 6-8 Oz Bag
AssortedAssssortAsAs ed

Pepperidge Farm
Gold�sh

3/$5

15.5-16 Oz Jar
Assorted

Jif
Peanut
Butter

2/$4

SS
I
SSSSS
6
AAA

L

Green Mountain
K-Cup 
Coffee

$699
GGGreeGreennn MoMn Moununtain

12 Ct Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Donut House 
& Brew Over Ice)

9999999
With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers.

R
P
SS

11
AA

$$
WKraft

Dressing

99¢
8 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

USDA Choice Beef

Top Round
London
Broil

With Club 

$199lb.

Sanderson Farms
Whole
Chicken

USDA Grade A Fresh 
All Natural

lb.

ChChChChChChChChChChChCC icicccccccccccckekekekekkekkkkk nnnnnn

llllllblb.lllll99¢

$199
16 Oz Pkg ... Fresh All Natural

$$$ 99999999999999

g

Jennie-O
93% Lean

Ground Turkey

11.5-12 Oz Pkg ... 8 Count
Hot Dog or Hamburger or 
Hot Dog Top SlicedHot DoDoHot DoHot DHot DoHot Dt Dot DHot Hot t D g Topg Top g Top g Topg Top g Topg Top g ToToToTo SS

Wonder
Rolls

2/$4

15-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted Hot Dogs, Weiners or

$299

AssorAss ted HHot DDogs, Wg , e

Oscar Mayer
Beef 
Franks

5-5.3 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Jeno’s
Pizza
For One

5/$5

London Broil
Sale!

$199
Cole Slaw, Potato ore SCole SCole SColeCole SColColCoCololol law, Plaw, P,, otatootatootatootatotatoatoatoatoatoato

Macaroni
Salad

$$111111111111111111111lb.
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999

*Available In Our
Service Deli

2/$7

5-� Oz Pillow Pack or
8 Oz Pkg

$

8 Oz P8 Oz P8 Oz P8 O kgkgg

Hormel
Rosa Pepperoni
Sticks

Boar’s Head
Ichiban Teriyaki

Chicken Breast &
Mozzarella 

Cheese

Sliced To Order
1/2 Lb Of  Eachlb. Sliced To
1/2 Lb Oflb.bl

$799 $499Sliced To Orderlb.

Perdue
Turkey
Breast

r
YOUR 

CHOICE!

Ripe
Yellow 
Bananas

Green Cooking or

6/$2
Yellow

Corn

Locally Grown
By The Ear ... Fresh

lb.lllb.bbbb39¢
E!

Beefsteak Tomatoes or

Iceberg Lettuce or

Seedless Cucumbers

BeeBeeefe ststeak TTTToToTooTTT mamatotooesees ororrrrrr
Tomatoes On The Vine
BBBBB ffff ttttttt kkkkkkkk TTT
By The Pound ... Large

II bbbbbbbbb LLLLLL ttttt
By The Head ... Crisp

ggg

SSS dddddddddl
Each ... Large

99¢

Seedless
Watermelons

10-12 Lb Average
Whole

ea.ea.ea.a..

$399
YOUR 

CHOICE! yyyy

LOCALLY
GROWN!

Hass
Avocados

4 Ct Bag

$299
Granny 
Smith
Apples

Fancy

lb.lllllb.bbb99¢

Dole
Salads

2/$4

10-12 Oz Bag ... Regular, Light or Garlic
Caesar Kits or

5-12 Oz Bag ... 50/50 Blend, American, Arugula, 
Baby Spinach, Field Greens, Hearts of  Romaine, 

Italian, Leafy Romaine, Mediterranean, 
Spring Mix or Very Veggie

55
BB

$299
California
Romaine
Hearts

C lC lC llCalififffffffififoifo
3 Ct Bag

$299
Garden Life
Earth Greens
GG dd LLLLiLiiLLiLifff

4 Oz Pkg Organically Grown
Lemony: Arugula, 
Red Oak or Spinach

MIX &
MATCH!

BACK TO SCHOOL

See Inside for More!
SAVINGS!

W
$499
Wild Caught
Previously FrozenPrevPrevioous

Cod
Fillet

4444444444444lb.44449999999999999With Club Card.
Limit 2 Packages.

noo
oo

GrateGrated: ��d: ��

$699lb.


