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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Downtown  Far Rockaway will 
be receiving an influx of invest-
ment from New York City in an at-
tempt to establish the area as the 
commercial hub for the entirety 
of the Rockaway peninsula.

City Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Arverne), New York 
City Economic Development Cor-
poration President Maria Torres-
Spangler, City Planning Commis-
sion Chairman Carl Weisbrod and 
Department of Housing and Pres-
ervation Commissioner Vicki 
Been were on hand to announce 
the Roadmap for Action at a news 
conference held near the Mott Av-
enue subway station Friday.

The plan would serve as a 
guide for the allocation of a $91 
million investment Mayor Bill de 
Blasio pledged for the area during 
his 2016 State of the City address.

“Downtown Far Rockaway 
was once a vibrant commercial/
beachfront business district that 
attracted shoppers from Rock-
away, Nassau County and around 
the city. But divestment, lack of 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Two police officers and 
a FDNY lieutenant saved a 
woman from a fire that en-
gulfed a three-story Spring-
field Gardens residence, ac-
cording to the FDNY.

The Fire Department 
started receiving calls at 
11:08 a.m. Monday about a 

fire on the first floor of the 
building at 140-36 169th St. 
NYPD officers Rob Quat-
trock and Greg Levine 
responded to the smoke 
emanating from the house 
before the FDNY arrived. 
A second alarm was called 
at 11:24 a.m.

“As I was getting off the 
rig, I heard people yelling, 

‘there’s someone in there! 
Help! Someone is inside!’ 
FDNY Lt. Gregory Dama-
to, from Engine 302, said 
about the incident, and 
recalled seeing the two of-
ficers reaching into the 
burning building. “The 
fire was blowing at a rapid 
rate and I saw that they 

BY BILL PARRY
 
More than a week has passed 

since Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
he would have a “polite but firm 

conversation” with City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) over his position on a City 
Hall-backed affordable housing 
plan in his district. While Van 

Bramer is still waiting for that 
phone call from the mayor, who 
is currently on a family vacation 
in New England, he has heard 
plenty of support from his constit-

uents after he took umbrage with 
de Blasio’s tone.

“I went to Donovan’s 50th 
anniversary on Saturday and 
as I walked from my place I got 
stopped several times along the 
way,” Van Bramer said of his 
stroll from Sunnyside Gardens 
to the popular Irish pub in Wood-
side. “Outside of The Globe, Au-
bergine’s, The Copper Kettle and 
at Donovan’s there were people 
thanking me all the way up Skill-
man Avenue.”

The rift between the mayor 
and Van Bramer began last week 
after the City Council unani-
mously voted down an affordable 
project in Upper Manhattan.  It 
was the first test of his Manda-
tory Inclusionary Housing policy, 
which requires affordable units 
when a project benefits from 
rezoning. During an unrelated 
press event in the Bronx Aug. 18, 
a frustrated mayor reacted to the 
project’s defeat.

“This one makes no sense to 
me,” de Blasio said. “I’m going to 
be very straight up with people in 
this community and every other 
community: Don’t cut off your 
nose to spite your face.”

And then the mayor turned 

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 14

Two cops make daring rescue
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Protests have continued for the last week 
outside the proposed Maspeth homeless shelter 
site and will continue until the public hearing 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Knockdown Center 
on Flushing Avenue. The meeting, organized by 

A group of Pakistani Christians in Queens became one of the few immigrant organizataions in the country to en-
dorse Donald Trump for President. The announcement, at a Jewish cener in Glen Oaks, inlcluded many of the chil-
dren of group members. See story on Page 2. Photo by Michael Shain 

Investment 
coming into 

Far Rockaway

Maspeth residents 
fi ght shelter plan

Phipps Houses plan starts rift
Mayor de Blasio plans ‘polite but fi rm conversation’ with Councilman Van Bramer

IMMIGRANTS FOR TRUMP

Two officers from the 113th Precinct, 
Greg Levine (r) and Robert Quatterock, 
kicked in the door of a burning house in 
Springfield Gardens  to rescue an uncon-
scious, 50-year-old woman.   TwitterContinued on Page 14
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
With chants calling 

to “make America great 
again,” Republican candi-
dates and members of the 
city’s Pakistani Christian 
community crowded into 
the basement hall of the 
Bellerose Jewish Center 
Saturday evening to cel-
ebrate their endorsement 
of Donald Trump for presi-
dent.

Michael Faulkner, a 2017 
candidate for mayor on the 
GOP line, spoke about how 
potently the evening illus-
trated the city in which it 
occurred.

“This room, this gather-
ing, this meeting could take 
place only in New York,” he 
said during the meeting 
held at the center at 254-14 
Union Turnpike. “Because 

only in New York could you 
have a temple, a rabbi that 
would allow a Pakistani 
Christian group to have a 
Republican gathering and 
meeting in their hall. It’s 
amazing.”

Several Republican can-
didates for local office sat at 
a table near the stage. Each 
candidate took a few min-
utes to introduce himself 
and encourage the audi-
ence members to volunteer 
and vote for Republicans in 
the upcoming primary and 
general elections.

Many speakers and au-
dience members spoke af-
firmatively of how Trump 
had pledged to protect 
and promote Christianity 
throughout the country.

“This is a great meet-
ing,” William Shahzad, one 
of the meetings’ attendees, 

said. “He wants to bring 
Christian values back.”

Christians are one of the 
largest religious minorities 
in the majority-Muslim 
Pakistan, totaling about 1.6 
percent of the population, 
primarily a mix of Roman 
Catholic and Protestant. 
According to Tariq Reh-
mat, the United Pakistani 
Christian Community lead-
er, the Pakistani Christian 
population is often allied 
with Republicans and said 
Trump would protect their 
religious liberty.

In the last year Chris-
tian churches in Pakistan 
were bombed in the pre-
dominantly Muslim coun-
try.

“We are supporting 
Trump because we need 
America back,” Rehmat 
said. “Without Trump we 

are considered third-class 
citizens.”

Trump secured the nom-
ination to be the Republi-
can candidate for president 
earlier this year and will 
face Hillary Clinton in the 

general election in Novem-
ber. His views on immigra-
tion and a proposal to ban 
Muslim immigration have 
generated controversy.

Rehmat, who organized 
the event with his team, 

concluded the evening by 
officially expressing the 
group’s endorsement for 
the candidate, along with a 
slide show presentation of 
Pakistani Christians cur-
rently serving in the armed 
forces and the New York 
Police Department and a 
rousing, concluding call of 
“Our Trump is coming, our 
Trump is coming.” Rehmat 
called Trump the candi-
date for Christian values 
and said that “a new day is 
rising and a new dawn is 
breaking.”

Other GOP candidates 
at the event included Mark 
Cipola, running against 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), and Alan Zwirn, 
who is running to fill the 
Assembly seat being va-
cated by Philip Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park.) .

BY BILL PARRY

For more than two 
months union leaders 
have been setting up giant 
inflatable rats along the 
perimeter of the 5Pointz 
Towers construction site 
in Long Island City, pro-
testing developer Jerry 
Wolkoff’s use of non-union 
labor. On Tuesday, rein-
forcements arrived as sev-
eral hundred steamfitters, 
plumbers, carpenters and 
concrete workers flooded 
Jackson Avenue and Davis 
Street for a full-throated 
lunchtime rally alongside 
another inflatable called 
“Greedy the Pig.”

During the Uniform 
Land Use Review Proce-
dure in 2013 for a rezoning 
variance, Wolkoff’s G & M 
Realty agreed to several 
major community give-
backs, including a commit-
ment to build and staff the 
site using 100 percent union 
labor, so that he could con-
struct an additional 400 
units at the former home of 

the world famous 5Pointz 
graffiti mecca.

In addition to the union 
provision, Wolkoff agreed 
to increase the number of 
affordable apartments and 
add more space for artists in 
order to receive the special 
permit that allowed him to 
build bigger than the area 

zoning laws allowed.
Speaker after speaker 

charged Wolkoff with re-
neging on that deal, includ-
ing Gary LaBarbera, presi-
dent of the Building Trades 
Council of Greater New 
York, who offered the devel-
oper a Project Labor Agree-
ment. Wolkoff would not 
sign the pact, but gave his 
word and shook hands on 
the deal, LaBarbera said.

“He gave his commit-
ment that this job was go-
ing to be a Building Trades 
job and he went back on his 
word, he lied to everyone,” 
LaBarbera thundered in an 
expletive-filled speech. “I 
come from the school that 
when you give your word, 
it’s better than a signed 
contract. This man was in 
my office, shook my hand 
and promised this would be 
a union project.”

LaBarbera then read 
from a letter to Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), signed by 
Wolkoff announcing his 
“intention to engage con-

tractors which employ indi-
viduals represented by la-
bor unions” and promising 
800 good-paying construc-
tion jobs and 200 full-time 
jobs after construction was 
completed. Van Bramer 
endorsed the issuance of 
the variance based on the 
promises in that letter from 
Wolkoff.

“Jerry Wolkoff lied to 
me, Jerry Wolkoff lied to 
Gary, Jerry Wolkoff lied to 
every single New Yorker,” 
Van Bramer told the roar-
ing crowd. “I will never be-
lieve another word you ever 
say nor will I ever approve 
any future project you want 
to build in my district or 
this city.”

Wolkoff claims he never 
lied and that he would not 
sign the labor agreement 
LaBarbera offered because 
it would have cost him 25 
percent to 30 percent more 
to build his 47- and 41-story 
5Pointz towers. He also 
shrugged off Van Bramer’s 
threat to block any more of 
his projects in the city.

“Look, I’ve got nothing 
against Jimmy. He’s a good 
union guy, but the contract 
they offered me would’ve 
cost me $20 million more 
to build.” Wolkoff said. 
“He wouldn’t do it and I’m 
not doing it. I am not anti-
union, but people should 
wake up and understand 
the world has changed. The 
unions might control the 
politicians, but they don’t 
control the world anymore. 
There are other people out 
there who are non-union. 
What, they don’t have a 
right to work?”

Council of Carpenters 
representative Michael 
Donnelly, who has been 
protesting at the site for 10 
weeks, called on the City 
Council to revoke the vari-
ance and stop the project 
although Van Bramer said 
“it can’t be reversed, but we 
can address all of the viola-
tions here.”

LaBarbera also threat-
ened to warn Wolkoff’s in-
vestors and insurance com-
panies.

“We’re going to get word 
to his lenders that they’re 
dealing with a guy whose 
word means nothing,” he 
said. “Maybe they’ll think 
twice about lending him 
money.”

LaBarbera finished by 
thanking the 5Pointz art-
ists for taking part in the 
protest. In November 2013, 
Wolkoff ordered workers 
to whitewash the estimated 
350 murals of graffiti art on 
the warehouse complex’s 
exterior walls as a first step 
towards its demolition. 

5Pointz curator Jona-
than Meres Cohen and 
spokeswoman Marie Cecil 
Flaguel stood alongside a 
hand-painted canvas that 
said “5Pointz Artists Sup-
port Unions.”

“I told you so,” is all 
Meres would say following 
the rally. Cecil Flaguel ex-
plained the two had warned 
anyone that would listen 
that Wolkoff “could not be 
trusted,” and they were ig-
nored during the ULURP 
proceedings.

Pakistani Christians turn out for GOP
Group endorses Trump’s presidential candidacy during political rally at Jewish center in Queens 

These young men are still too young to vote, but they have a fa-
vorite nonetheless. Photo by Michael Shain

Unions say Wolkoff broke his promises to them

Several hundred union workers 
and their leaders blasted de-
veloper Jerry Wolkoff for using 
non-union labor at his 5Pointz 
construction site in Long Island 
City. Photo by Bill Parry
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Three Flushing karaoke 
bars have sued the NYPD 
for $300 million, claiming 
they were singled out dur-
ing a bribery scandal in-
volving officers from the 
109th Precinct. 

The three karaoke 
bars—Forbidden City, 
Home Run KTV and 360 
Lounge—contend in their 
lawsuit  filed  in Brooklyn 
federal court that they were 
harassed by officers in the 
109th Precinct as part of 
an NYPD effort to prevent 
them from cooperating 
with a criminal investiga-
tion of police officers.

 The suit claims that as 
Asian businesses they were 
intimidated and subjected 
to racial discrimination. 
The suit also says that as 
a result of the harassment 
they suffered emotional 
distress and loss of income.  
The bars are seeking $300 
million in damages.

In December 2015, De-
tective Yatyu Yam and Lt. 
Robert Sung were charged 
with accepting money from 
Flushing karaoke bar own-
ers for allegedly tipping 
them off whenever nar-
cotics or vice units were 
planning police raids, the 
Queens district attorney 
said. 

The owners of Club 
JJNY and Club Joyful in 
Flushing allegedly paid 
Yam $2,000 per month over 
the course of three years 
for protection, according 
to the criminal complaint 
filed by the DA.

Yam and Sung were 
charged with taking bribes 
and being rewarded for of-
ficial misconduct, while 
Sung was also charged 
with obstruction, accord-
ing to the DA’s office. 

They were scheduled to 
go to trial in September.

The 2015 arrest of Yam 
and Sung came after two 
years of investigations 
during which several of-
ficers from the 109th Pre-
cinct were looked into.  The 
incident was labeled the 

“Karaoke Bar Protection 
Scandal.” Of the 23 other 
officers investigated over 
the course of two years, in-
cluding two captains and 
three sergeants, none have 
been indicted so far, the 
suit said.

In the suit, the bars 
claim that since 2014 multi-
ple “Business Inspections” 
by police led to the arrest of 
employees and patrons, dis-
rupting business and scar-
ing off customers. During 
these random inspections, 
the officers would ask em-
ployees and patrons about 
the any illegal activity . The 
owners claim that officials 
took video equipment fol-
lowing the inspections so 
no evidence of the raids re-
mained.. 

As a result of the inspec-
tions and officers’ constant 
presence, customers, par-
ticularly in the Asian com-
munity, stopped coming to 
the targeted businesses, ac-
cording to the suit. Officers 
would enter the businesses 
under the guise of an in-
spection although there 
were no violations and stay 
for hours on end, according 
to the suit. Undercover of-
ficers would stop and frisk 
Asian patrons in the estab-
lishments without any legal 
basis, the suit claims. 

In the lawsuit, the 
owners claim that Police 
Commissioner William J. 
Bratton targeted  their busi-
nesses using the NYPD In-

ternal Affairs Bureau and 
other federal, state, and lo-
cal government agencies. 
They claim they and other 
witnesses were intimidated 
into not cooperating with 
the criminal investigation 
into the officers involved in 
the Karaoke Bar Protection 
scandal in order to protect 
his legacy as commission-
er. The suit claims Bratton 
engaged in similar tactics 
during the “Dirty 30” scan-
dal in the early 1990s, in 
which over 30 officers were 
arrested for stealing drug 
money from Dominicans 
and other people of color in 
Manhattan.  

The bars are being rep-
resented by Manhattan 
lawyer Eric Sanders. 

“Here, we have all of 
this legislative reform re-
garding police corruption 
in New York City, yet the 
public still suffers,” he 
said. “In this matter, no 
one knows the depth of the 
police corruption in the 
‘Karaoke Bar Protection 
Scandal.’ Certainly, my cli-
ents feel the mayor, police 
commissioner and district 
attorney are simply waiting 
for everything to blow over 
and then close the criminal 
case, handling everything 
within the NYPD as in oth-
er police scandals.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Karaoke bars sue police 
for racial bias in probe

360 Lounge is one of the three Flushing Karaoke bars suing the 
NYPD for $300 million  Google Earth
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BY BILL PARRY

Residents of the Asto-
ria Houses are hoping Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo succeeds 
in his push to replace or 
restore the 421-a tax abate-
ment. 

When the program was 
allowed to expire in Janu-
ary, over a prevailing wage 
requirement that Cuomo 
demanded, The Durst Orga-
nization was forced to scale 
back its ambitious Hallets 
Cove mega-project to just 
the first building until 421-
a was restored or a suitable 
replacement was found.

“It is such a special proj-
ect for the community it is 
so important that it gets 
back on track,” said Clau-
dia Coger, president of the 
Astoria Houses Resident 
Association. “Because of 
the derelict conditions here 
on Hallets Peninsula we 
were hoping that project 
would not only beautify our 

waterfront but make it a 
healthier place, too.” 

Such developments have 
ground to a halt across the 
state since the 421-a tax ex-
emption program, which 
provided tax abatements 
to residential developers 
in exchange for a larger 
number of below-market-
rate apartments, expired in 
January and Albany law-
makers have been unable 
to replace it.

The New York Times 
reported last week that 
Cuomo “has offered devel-
opers and union officials a 
wage subsidy for construc-
tion workers in the hopes 
of reviving” 421-a. His pro-
posal went to developers as 
a single-page memo after 
two weeks of secret nego-
tiations between the gover-
nor’s office and the leaders 
of the Real Estate Board of 
New York and the Building 
and Construction Trades 
Council, the paper said.

“I can’t give any details 
other than there have been 
talks and we’ll be doing 
some more talking,” Gary 
LaBarbera, head of the 
Building and Construction 

Trades Council, said Tues-
day.

Neither The Durst Orga-
nization, the developers of 
the 2,400 unit Hallets Point, 
nor John Mavroudis, the 

developer of the 1,723-unit 
Astoria Cove project, which 
has been shelved entirely, 
would comment. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
who is depending on 421-
a or a replacement as an 
important piece of his af-
fordable housing plan, is 
pleased to see talks under 
way and would support a 
replacement program as 
long as it does not cost the 
city’s housing plan.

“It’s good that people are 
realizing that the absence 
of 421-a is starting to really 
hurt in terms of the creation 
of affordable housing defi-
nitely,” de Blasio said. “If 
the state wants to subsidize 
wage levels for affordable 
housing, God bless them,. If 
that’s what the state thinks 
is the right thing to do with 
state money, of course, we 
can work with that.”

Cuomo needs to have 
a tax program in place to 
move forward on his own 

$2 billion affordable hous-
ing project. 

“An affordable hous-
ing program by definition 
requires subsidy,” Cuomo 
said. “Whether you subsi-
dize wages or you subsidize 
land or you subsidize the 
mortgage or you subsidize 
construction, it doesn’t 
matter. It’s a subsidy.”

Coger hopes it works 
and the entire Hallets Point 
development can be com-
pleted with its 2,400 units, 
483 of them affordable. Res-
idents of Astoria Houses 
were to have rental prefer-
ence for 50 percent of those 
affordable apartments.

“It would have an enor-
mous impact on us, and the 
return of 421-a would also 
impact the city as well,” 
Coger said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Cuomo plans new 421-a tax abatement
Revival of program for residential developers could be pivotal in saving entire Hallets Point project

Construction on Hallet Point Building 1 continues but the rest of 
the mega-project was shelved when the 421-a tax abatement ex-
pired in January. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Lawmakers and small 
business advocates are cel-
ebrating the passage of a 
bill that extends loans to 
smaller businesses. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed a bill sponsored by 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) and state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D-
Manhattan) that requires 
the small business revolv-
ing loan fund already in 
place to issue a certain 
percentage of its remaining 
principal to micro loans 
and micro seed loans. 

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing); 
John Choe, executive direc-
tor of the Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce; and local 
small business leaders also 
worked hard to push this 
bill. The law will give small 
businesses greater access 
to small loans and seed 
funding. 

At a news conference 
last week the lawmakers 
claimed that in the current 
economic environment, 
mom-and-pop stores and 
neighborhood shops lack fi-
nancial capital to compete 
with large corporations, 
making this bill a neces-
sity. 

Kim said he sponsored 
the bill because he believes 
it will greatly benefit his 
district, where the heart 
of the economy is small 
businesses owned by im-
migrants. The new law will 

allow for micro loans of up 
to $25,000 to go to the often 
ignored small “small busi-
nesses,”  those with five or 
fewer employees. 

“I would like to thank 
Gov. Cuomo, Sen. Squad-
ron, and my fellow lawmak-
ers who supported this bill, 
as well as the community 
leaders that stood with us,” 
he said. “This represents 
an important step in our 
efforts to better support 
everyday small businesses, 
whose struggles to achieve 
the American Dream epito-
mize the story of our state 
and country.”

Stavisky’s and Kim’s dis-
tricts include a large popu-
lation of immigrant small 
business owners. Stavisky 
said she is excited about the 

passage of the measure. 
“Small business owners 

keep our economy strong 
and we must do all that we 
can to help them succeed,” 
she said. “The signing of 
this bill re-establishes our 
commitment to small busi-
ness owners, particularly 
within immigrant com-
munities, allowing them 
the opportunity to achieve 
the American Dream. This 
investment into our im-
migrant business owners 
will benefit the state many 
times over in the form of 
improving the economy 
and taxes paid to the state.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Richmond Hill wom-
an who been charged with 
killing her 9-year-old step-
daughter told a neighbor 
three days earlier that she 
would kill Ashdeep Kaur, 
prosecutors said.

Shamdai Arjun, 55, 
was arraigned Monday 
on a criminal complaint 
accusing her of second-
degree murder with intent 
to kill another person, the 
Queens district attorney 
said.  She faces up to 25 
years in jail if convicted. 

Last Friday police ar-
rived at 95-50 112th St. 
at around 6 p.m. where 
they discovered 9-year-
old Ashdeep unconscious 
and unresponsive inside 
the first floor bathroom, 
NYPD said. The girl was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene. 

The medical examiner 
determined the cause of 
death was manual stran-
gulation, the DA said.

“This is a horrifying 
case of a child, a defense-
less 9-year-old, who was 
left in the care of her 
stepmother who allegedly 
strangled her to death,” 
DA Richard Brown said. 
“Her actions, if true, are 
beyond comprehension 
and must be severely pun-
ished.”

According to the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 
DA, one witness was told 
by Arjun three days be-

fore the murder that she 
planned to kill the little 
girl.

At around 3 p.m. Aug. 
19 Ashdeep’s father called 
Arjun and asked to speak 
to his daughter. Arjun told 
him she could not because 
she was in the bathroom 
washing her hair, accord-
ing to prosecutors. 

Eyewitnesses saw 
Arjun leaving her 112th 
Street apartment with 
her ex-husband, Raymond 
Narayan, 65,  and her two 
grandchildren, ages 3 and 
5, at 5:30 p.m., according 
to DA Brown. When asked 
about Ashdeep, Arjun 
told the eyewitness that 
she was in the bathroom 
waiting for her father to 
pick her up, Brown said. 
The eyewitness saw that 
the bathroom light had 
been on since 11 a.m. that 
morning and called Ash-

deep’s father, who asked 
the neighbor to break into 
the bathroom. It was then 
they discovered the girl’s 
lifeless body in the bath-
tub, DA Brown said. 

Detectives went to Ray-
mond Narayan’s Ozone 
Park apartment, and 
found him, Arjun and her 
two grandchildren inside. 
Narayan refused to let po-
lice into the apartment for 
over an hour, Brown said. 
Narayan eventually let po-
lice in and he and Arjun 
were arrested, according 
to the DA office.

Narayan faces up to a 
year in jail or a $1,000 fine 
if convicted of obstruction 
of justice.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Governor signs into law 
bill to help small business

Rich Hill woman charged 
in stepdaughter’s murder 

Ron Kim and local leaders pushed for the bill to be passed last 
week at a press conference.  Photo by Gina Martinez

Lawyer Judah Maltz walks Shandai Arjun through the paper-
work at her arraignment in Queens Criminal Court on murder 
 charges.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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SALE LABOR DAY

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

EXTRA 
5% OFF

FOR VETERANS 

 & SENIOR CITIZENS 

CHARDONNAY  SALE:15% OFF  OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

NOW THROUGH JULY 5TH, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH JULY 5th, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

RELAX
REISLING 

$7.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE MERLOT

$5.99

BARTENURA
MOSCATO

$8.99

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

$10.99 

FRANCIS COPPOLA
ALL TYPES  

15% off

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

$32.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

FIREBALL
CINNAMON WHISKEY

16.99

STERLING
NAPA MERLOT 
$12.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

APOTHIC
ALL TYPES

$7.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

JOHNNIE WALKER
PLATINUM
$49.99

CONCHA Y TORO
FRONTERA 
ALL TYPES

$6.99

JACK DANIELS
BLACK

$42.99

HIBIKI
HARMONY

2/$99.99

750 ml

1.75 L

1.5 L

1.75 L

750 ml

1 L

750 ml

750 ml

I.5 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

BOGLE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

$7.99 750 ml

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$28.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

MEIOMI
PINOT NOIR 

$15.99 750 ml

750 ml

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase 

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 11, 2016

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS CANNOT BE COM-
BINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 11, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
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TMLA+

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432 | Phone: 718-297-2120

Fax: 718-739-0037 | @WEARETMLA | #HILLTOPPERNATION | TACHS #016

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Brentwood, New York. Accredited by the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools and 
Chartered by the State of NY.

The Mary Louis Academy

At The Mary Louis Academy,  
you will find your own  
voice—distinctive, confident,  
intelligent, creative, and  
empowered—a voice that  
will be one of your greatest  
assets in life.

OPEN HOUSE

October 16th, 2016
10am-3pm

SHADOW  
A STUDENT

buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR  
WEBSITE

www.tmla.org

BY MARK HALLUM

The life of Capt. Thomas 
“Tommy” Thompson was 
commemorated Friday in 
an unveiling ceremony for 
a plaque dedicated to Bay-
side FDNY leader, who died 
Aug. 17, 2015 of cancer relat-
ed to the post 9/11 cleanup 
at Ground Zero.

Loved ones, firefight-
ers and elected officials 
came to the Engine 306 fire-
house at 40-18 214th Place. 
Members of FDNY’s Pipes 
and Drums were at the 
firehouse to open the cer-
emony which began with a 
speech by FDNY Commis-
sioner Dan Nigro followed 
by remarks from peers and 
Thompson’s son. 

Chief- of-Depar tment 
James Leonard said 
Thompson not only played 
a powerful role in the 306 
house, but he also made an 
influential contribution to 
the department, which was 

expected to suffer for some 
time after 9/11.

“We were a great depart-
ment before 9/11, but 9/11 
took us to our knees. A lot of 
people didn’t know we would 
be able to recover from 
losing 343 members and 
massive retirements,” said 
Leonard, before directing 
his speech at Thompson’s 
wife and three children. 
“But people like Tommy 
Thompson stayed around. 
He was a senior member and 
we share the greatness this 
department is now because 
of people like your husband 
or your dad.” 

Leonard said Thompson 
was at Engine 306 for 13 
years, and over the course 
of his career had been 
awarded three citations for 
bravery.

Thompson’s son, Jeff, 
took the podium to say that 
it was important to remem-
ber that his father had died 
of cancer related to the time 

he spent searching for vic-
tims of the tragedy, but also 
searching for the remains 
of his fallen brothers. He 
noted that many firefight-
ers were still battling ill-
nesses as the result of their 
service.

State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) said the cer-
emony was emotional be-
cause of his personal con-
nection to the captain.

“He was a great guy. He 
was always concerned about 
Bayside and he fought to 
save this firehouse when the 
previous mayor was threat-

ening to close it. He would 
always greet me on Bell Bou-
levard,” Avella said, explain-
ing that Thompson’s duty to 
the community extended 
beyond the department and 
he had expressed interest 
in improving Bayside to the 
senator.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) said 
Thompson took a front 
seat during the two times 
in which the Bloomberg 
administration planned to 
shut down Engine 306 in 
2009 and 2013.

“Look how large their 
territory is,” Vallone said, 
pointing at a map on the 
wall of the firehouse. “It’s 
huge. They always look at 
[the firehouse] as a luxury, 
but it’s a necessity.”

Vallone made reference 
the recent fire at Straw-
berry Farms in Whitestone 
and the rapid response of 
Engine 306, which would 
not be possible without 
the role Capt. Thompson 
played in maintaining the 
firehouse as an active dis-
patch point for emergency 
response.

A dedication to the late 
captain has been painted 
on the fire engine belong-
ing to the 306.

Engine 306 dedicates plaque to Capt. Thompson
Family, friends and fellow fi refi ghters gather to honor man who led Bayside fi re dept.

The Bayside community gathered at Engine Co. 306 to commemorate the life of Capt. "Tommy"  Thompson, 
who died last year of cancer related to his service at Ground Zero. Photo by Mark Hallum
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For over 60 years, Holy Cross High School 
has been committed to educating the hearts 
and minds of young men. It has been quite 
the journey for us to grow and learn with 
our students and we are proud to continue 
moving forward in a fun, engaging, and 
positive direction. Our size and dedicated 
faculty and staff help young men reach their 
potential through a value-based education, 
discipline, and solid instruction in a secure, 
safe environment. 

Holy Cross High School has enhanced core 
teaching and learning programs, technology, 

and added even more extracurricular 
clubs and organizations to our already 

robust activity list. Additionally, 
we boast our two successful parent 
groups, the Fathers’ Club and 
Women’s Guild, which facilitate 
parental involvement, school 

donations, and an array of popular 
school and community events 

throughout the school year. 

WELCOME TO THE 201617 SCHOOL YEAR!
Leading Young Men Into Manhood – Now and Always

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, NY, 11358  

Holy Cross is home of student champion, Nicholas 
Simone ’16 who won this year’s Chemical 
Education Committee’s 21st Annual 
Research Poster Session Award for New 
York. We are also home to a great deal of 
college and professional athletes, such 

as Dean Marlowe ’10, #29 
of the Carolina Panthers 
and Devon Cajuste ’11, 
#86 of the San Francisco 
49ers, as well as top business 
executives and researchers. 

During this Year of Mercy, we 
continue to plan to do more than ever 
for our community and hope you and your 
family will join our winning team! 

To have your son become a Knight for a Day visit our website, choose 
the Admissions tab, and click the left-sided option entitled Tours, 
Visits, and Knight for a Day. 

To view all of the wonderful Holy Cross happenings, visit us on the 
web at holycrosshs.org or on Facebook at Holy Cross High School, 
Flushing Queens.

Holy Cross –
We’re all boys,

mission-driven,
at all times!

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Concerned community 

members gathered outside 
the site of a proposed de-
velopment in downtown Ja-
maica to demand that the 
residential units be 100 per-
cent affordable for people 
living in the surrounding 
area.

The rally was orga-
nized by local members of 
New York Communities 
for Change, a nonprofit en-
gaged in helping residents 
organize for community 
concerns. Attendees called 
for the site to be developed 
and managed by nonprofits 
that would ensure commu-
nity members had input in 
the construction.

“We want people to 
stay in our neighborhood,” 
Izetta Mobley, a resident of 
Hollis, said. She was one of 
several speakers at the site 
near the corner of 168th 
Street and Archer Avenue. 
“We want our community 
to be uplifted, not pushed 

out.”
The site is currently 

used by the NYPD for park-
ing, and the city’s Request 
for Proposals issued in Feb-
ruary 2015 called for a dual 
residential/retail develop-
ment. According to people 
at the  rally, the proposed 
tower would be 14 stories 
high. A developer has not 
yet been chosen.

Jean Sassine, a resi-
dent of the neighborhood,  
said the development was 
indicative of a broader 
worry that the area’s long-
time residents would be 
unable to afford staying in 
the area, making way for 
even higher rental prices 
and gentrification. He said 
southeast Queens suffered 
from foreclosures, preda-
tory lending and red lining 
that discriminated against 
people of color. Sassine also 
noted that the rent burden 
for families in the area in-
creased from 27 percent to 
38 percent between 2006 
and 2014, without a compa-

rable rise in wages.
“Jamaica was built up 

on the blood and sweat 
of the people who came 
here,” he said during the 
rally. “Southeast Queens 
is always getting the blood 
sucked out of it, and we’re 
saying ‘enough.’”

The 59,500-square-foot 
site was included in the 2007 
rezoning that encouraged 
high-to-moderate density 
mixed-use development in 
the downtown area. A retail 
component was required 
and the developer would be 
responsible for relocating 
the NYPD parking. Thus 
far, there has been no com-
mitment to include afford-
able housing, according to 
the rally attendees, though 
the original RFP requires 
the development to adhere 
to Mayor Bill de Blasio’s af-
fordable housing plan. 

But Sassine said the 
prices would need to be af-
fordable specifically for res-
idents of southeast Queens. 
The city qualifies afford-

ability by utilizing the fed-
eral government’s Area Me-
dian Income, which takes 
the average of incomes 
from throughout the metro-
politan area, from poor to 
affluent neighborhoods, to 
make a citywide standard 
of affordability. Sassine 

said this would lead to af-
fordable apartments that 
were unaffordable for local 
residents and called for af-
fordability measures in the 
new development to match 
the median incomes of the 
surrounding areas.

“These are the commu-

nities that need to be rated, 
not Bayside or Westchester 
or the Upper West Side,” he 
said. “We want the commu-
nity’s voice. We don’t need 
a 14-floor tower here, but 
if it’s going to be here, we 
need to be able to live in it.”

Jamaica residents demand affordability, jobs

Brian Seaberry (l-r), Asim Deen and Jean A. Sassine protest for affordable housing and jobs at a pos-
sible site for development in downtown Jamaica. Photo by Patrick Donachie
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the spotlight onto Van 
Bramer, who will hold sway 
over the Council’s decision 
on the controversial Phipps 
Houses project that would 
deliver a 10-story building 
with 209-units of 100 per-
cent mixed- income afford-
able housing just outside 
the Sunnyside Gardens his-
toric district. Van Bramer, 
who has the power to deter-
mine the fate of the project 
as the area’s representative 
in the Council, renewed his 
opposition to the  proposal, 
because of its height and 
loss of parking spaces, after 
the City Planning Commis-
sion approved it Aug. 10.  

“This project now comes 
before the City Council 
where I will oppose it, vote 
against it and encourage 
my colleagues to do the 
same,” Van Bramer said.

 At last week’s Bronx 
press event,  de Blasio said: 
“I am going to have a po-
lite but firm conversation 
with the councilman, who I 
know very well and respect 
greatly.”

Van Bramer returned 
fire through social media, 
immediately tweeting “and 
he will be met with a polite 
and firmer response.”

In articles published Fri-
day morning, Van Bramer 
went ballistic.

“I don’t work for the 
mayor. And I do not ap-
preciate the tone that I 
will be spoken to in a firm 
manner,” Van Bramer told 
the Wall Street Journal. “I 
suppose if I disappointed 
my husband or my father, I 
might get that reaction, but  
you know, I am fighting for 
my community.”

When Van Bramer, 
a resident of Sunnyside 
Gardens, first rejected the 
Phipps House plan in the 

spring, he said he got more 
feedback from residents and 
neighbors that on any other 
issue in his 6 1/2 years on 
the City Council.

“I have gone back and 
forth for over a year, lis-
tened to my constituents,” 
Van Bramer told Politico 
New York. “He can be firm 
if he’d like, but I will be 
equally firm if not more so 
at this point in defending 
my position and the posi-
tion of the vast majority of 
people in my community. 
The only people that I work 
for are the people of the 
26th District, and I might 
add the mayor also works 
for them.”

 “If the mayor wishes 
to have a polite conversa-
tion about his arguments 
in support of the Phipps de-
velopment and my reasons 
for being opposed, he has 
my phone number,” Van 
Bramer said last Friday 
morning. “I gladly await 
his call.”

Van Bramer said Mon-
day he and the mayor still 
had not had one conversa-
tion about the project.

 Residents in Sunnyside 
and Woodside applauded 
Van Bramer’s opposition 
to the project and his stand 
against the mayor’s com-
ment.

“I was quite proud that 
Jimmy Van Bramer stood 
up to de Blasio’s bully tac-
tics,” Kevin Leddy, a Sun-
nyside Gardens homeown-
er since 1990, said. “He’s got 
my vote going forward.”

Keith Carter, a 26-year 
veteran of the U.S. Marine 
Corps and a resident of Sun-
nyside since 1993, is against 
the Phipps project because 
it would bring more riders 
to the No. 7 subway line, 
which is already operat-
ing at capacity. The extra 
population would further 
stress the 52nd Street sta-
tion which is considered to 
be one of the worst in the 
borough.

“I like it. It  tells me he’s 
not above the people, he’s 
for the people,” Carter said. 
“He’s clearly working for us 
and that’s a great attitude 
to have. I’d say de Blasio is 
a flawed leader who could 
use some professional lead-
ership training.”

Carter’s friend, Kevin 
Butler, a veteran of the 
Vietnam War, who has 
lived in the neighborhood  
for 62 years, is adamantly 
opposed to the Phipps 
Houses plan.

“I think the mayor is a 
bum and I don’t like Van 
Bramer but I’m with him on 
this one,” he said. “I think 
that development would 
lower the whole community 
financially and every other 
way. It’s not a good thing for 
all of Woodside and Sunny-
side.”

Van Bramer said he has 
no problem with de Blasio 
disagreeing with him but 
he will not be disrespected 
and the Council’s vote on 
the Phipps Houses proj-
ect could not come soon 
enough, for him.

“It could happen as ear-
ly as next month,” he said. 
“I would like to vote as soon 
as possible and get it done.”

Continued from Page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE MUSSELS

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

MARKET & RESTAURANT OPEN 7 DAYS

had short sleeves on. They 
were putting themselves in 
great jeopardy to save the 
patient.”

Damato was wearing 
bunker gear and entered 
the burning building to find 
the woman trapped inside. 
The two NYPD officers and 
Damato worked together to 
remove her from the build-

ing and carry her down the 
front steps.

The woman, who was 
not identified, was taken 
to Nassau County Medical 
Center in serious condi-
tion, and three firefighters 
sustained minor injuries. 

The fire is still under 
investigation, according to 
the FDNY. Chief of Depart-
ment James Leonard laud-
ed the brave work of the 
officers and firefighters at 
the scene.

“This is what NYPD, 
firefighters, EMTs and 
paramedics do every day. 
They work together to pro-
tect life and property, and 
today was a fine example 
of that teamwork,” he said. 
“They worked together to 
save a life.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Rescue

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
at the 50th anniversary party 
at Donovan's Pub in Woodside. 

Courtesy Van Bramer's office
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) joined Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing) in Flushing to talk 
about what the City Council 
is working on to help immi-
grant workers and families 
thrive. 

The visit, which includ-
ed a tour of Queens Botani-
cal Garden and a nearby 
Hindu temple, was one of 
the many Mark-Viverito 
makes in the boroughs 
to better get to know the 
community year round. 
Queens Botanical Garden 
received an influx of fund-
ing from   Mark-Viverito 
and the Queens delegation 
this year. 

Mark-Viverito pointed 
out that Flushing is one of 
the most diverse neighbor-
hoods in all of New York 
with a large immigrant 
population, particularly 
Asian Mark-Viverito noted 
that Flushing is currently 

home to 46,000 East Asian 
and South Asian immi-
grant workers. 

Koo thanked Mark-Viv-
erito for her work with im-
migrants. 

“I’m so happy the speak-
er of the New York City 
Council decided to come 
out to Flushing today so 
she can see firsthand  ev-
erything our community 
has to offer,” he said. “She 
has been a champion of 
our immigrant commu-
nities, seeking to expand 
access and opportunity 
to our city’s diverse popu-
lations. I’m fortunate to 
have worked alongside her 
in support of expanding 
important programs like 
IDNYC, adult literacy, as 
well as health initiatives 
and legal services for those 
in our immigrant commu-
nities, who may not know 
they even exist.”

The City Council has 
supported multiple pro-
grams that benefit im-
migrant populations. Re-

cently, the council allotted 
$2.7 million to expand im-
migrant legal services for 
2017, allowing the  program 
to serve 1,000 more cases, 
5,000 complex cases in to-
tal. Mark-Viverito talked 
about the program.

“We provide legal ser-

vices for complex immigra-
tion issues,” she said. “We 
a have a relationship with 
CUNY schools where we 
have lawyers that are based 
in our  City Council offices 
to provide legal assistance 
as well as support. It’s very 
popular and there is always 

a waiting list for those ser-
vices. We also have legal 
services for those that are 
facing possible deportation 
proceedings, that’s another 
aspect of that work.”

City Council has also 
provided over $1 million in 
funding for small business-

es, the heart of the economy 
in places like Flushing. The 
programs offer financial 
assistance, pro bono legal 
assistance and referrals to 
governmental resources. 
Small businesses have been 
vocal about the difficulty of 
staying open with rising 
rent prices. 

“Small businesses con-
front many challenges and 
fear of being priced out,” 
Mark-Viverito said. “We’re 
getting a lot of concerns 
about communities that 
small businesses cannot 
afford to pay rent anymore 
or the rent is increasing on 
commercial spaces pretty 
considerably. As a result, 
you see a lot of mom-and-
pop shops that are closing 
down and those are impor-
tant to keep the vibrancy 
here in our neighborhoods 
and the diversity of servic-
es, so we’re trying to figure 
out what ways we can be 
more supportive to those 
small businesses.”

Mark-Viverito visits borough for immigrant update

Councilman Peter Koo and Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito take the Queens Botanical Gardens tour.  
Photo by Gina Martinez
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Watch MLB, The Playoffs,  
NCAA & NFL Football

 
 

 

Sunday Funday - Giveaways & Drink Specials 
Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm $13.95 & Bottomless 

Brunch $26.95 - 2 Hours Unlimited Cocktails

OR TAKE A CAB WITH LINDYS & RETURN IS FREE* 

 
 

FREE

O’NEILL’S MASPETH 
GREAT VIEW, TERRIFIC FOOD & PLENTY TO CHEER ABOUT

 718.672.9696 

THURSDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

MARGARITA 

PIZZA 

GET IN ON THE ACTION
LIVE SPORTS ACTION ON MORE THAN 65 TVS WITH  

SURROUND SOUND YOU’LL FEEL LIKE YOU’RE ON THE FIELD

FOX  
SOCCER  

PLUS
AVAILABLE

MONDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

 
50 CENT WINGS  

20 FLAVORS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

VOTED BEST WINGS  
AT THE CITIFIELD  
WING CONTEST
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N A D I A’ S  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T R E 

BAYRIDGE COMMONS SHOPPING CENTER  208-42 CROSS ISLAND PARKWAY  BAYSIDE, NY 11360  718.279.3980  NADIADANCE.NET

FALL 2016 REGISTRATION AUGUST 29, 30, 31  SEPTEMBER 6, 7, 8  10AM-8PM
JOIN US FOR OUR FABULOUS FALL OPEN HOUSE  FREE TRIAL CLASSES, GAMES AND GIVEAWAYS!  SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH  10AM-4PM

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria Park was select-
ed to receive $30 million 
in city funding as part of a 
new Anchor Parks initia-
tive. One park in each bor-
ough is splitting a $150 mil-
lion investment that will 
create or improve running 
tracks, hiking trails, soc-
cer fields, bathrooms and 
watering stations. Each 
was selected based on his-
torical underinvestment, 
high surrounding popula-
tion and the potential for 
park development.

“The upgraded play-
grounds, fields, and open 
areas will reinforce what 
we already know -- Asto-
ria Park has long been the 
jewel of the neighborhood,” 
City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “Since its inception 
over 100 years ago, families 
from across the commu-
nity have enjoyed this park 
throughout the year. With 
these large-scale capital im-

provements, Astoria Park 
will have assets and ameni-
ties to match its use.”

The Parks Department 
will commence commu-
nity meetings this fall to 
determine which improve-
ments to pursue in each 
park. The renovation will 
be spread out over three to 

four years.
“As a lifelong Astorian 

raising my own daughter 
in the neighborhood, I’m 
delighted that the park is 
getting the resources it 
deserves,” state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) said. “This will 
make a huge difference, 

not only in the beauty of 
the park, but also its recre-
ational opportunities.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz said she was 
excited to hear about the 
investment in Astoria Park 
because of the growing pop-
ulation around it. 

“I wish we could have 

gotten funding for all of our 
parks,” she said Monday at 
Hart Playground in Wood-
side, where she joined City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
Queens Parks Commission-
er Dorothy Lewandowski 
to announce a $2.7 million 
reconstruction project.

The playground, located 
at 37th Avenue and 65th 
Street, is on the last block 
in Van Bramer’s district.

“Woodside’s children 
and families deserve a mod-
ern, up-to-date park, and 
with these upgrades, that’s 
exactly what we will have,” 
Van Bramer said. “Our 
parks and public spaces 
are integral to the fabric of 
our communities. With this 
funding of almost $3 mil-
lion, we are investing not 
just in Hart Playground, 
but in the Woodside com-
munity.”

The improvements will 
include a new surface, new 
play equipment, bathrooms, 
benches, and landscaping.

“It’s been 20 years since 
Hart Playground received 
an upgrade, and the chil-
dren and families of Wood-
side deserve a neighborhood 
park with the latest, safest 
equipment and structures 
to play and enjoy,” Katz 
said. She noted that Hart 
Playground was named for 
Brigadier General Joseph 
Hart, an Elmhurst resident 
who served in the South 
Pacific during World War 
II and following the war he 
returned to the career he 
started in the Queens Bor-
ough President’s Office two 
decades earlier as execu-
tive manager.

Newly elected Commu-
nity Board 2 Chairwoman 
Denise Keehan-Smith, who 
grew up nearby, said the 
$1.3 million Van Bramer 
contributed over the last 
several years and the $1.4 
million from Katz showed 
the two have their hearts in 
the right place.

City picks Astoria Park for $30M investment

Astoria Park is selected to share in $150 million in funding for a new city initiative to bring major im-
provements to one major park in each borough. Photo by Bill Parry
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open space, lack of local 
employment options, lack 
of infrastructure and poor 
pedestrian circulation cre-
ated not only a recipe for di-
saster, but hopelessness in 
this community,” Richards 
said. “But today, we begin 
the steps in righting these 
wrongs by paying our mor-
al and economic debt owed 
to this community.”

Downtown Far Rock-
away is home to 50,314 
residents, according to the 
NYCEDC report, with sub-
way access via the A line, 
Long Island Rail Road ac-
cess and several bus lines. 
Only 12 percent of the resi-
dents both live and work in 
the area.

The process began in 
November 2015, with Rich-
ards commissioning sev-
eral working group meet-
ings, followed by a public 
meeting in January.  Rec-
ommendations were sub-
mitted to the mayor’s office 
the following month. The 
working group set goals 
that included encouraging 
mixed-income housing and 

improving access to com-
munity services, quality 
education and jobs.

The Roadmap suggests 
25 different strategies for 
approaching Downtown 
Far Rockaways’ revitaliza-
tion, including utilizing 
zoning tools in order to de-
velop affordable housing on 
private land, the construc-
tion of a new public plaza 
between Beach 21st and 
Beach 22nd streets and the 
expansion of a public space 
at the corner of Mott and 
Central avenues.

Additional suggested 
improvements from the 
report call for assisting in 
improvements for about 20 
existing storefronts on re-
tail corridors in the area 
that will commence before 
the end of this summer  and 
a continued focus on refur-
bishing and supporting ex-
isting community services, 
like the Far Rockaway 
branch of the Queens Pub-
lic Library.

The full NYCEDC re-
port on Downtown Far 
Rockaway can be viewed at 
www.edc.nyc/downtown-
far-rockaway.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Rockaway
Community Board 5, is ex-
pected to draw a crowd of 
more than 1,000 people. 

The controversy began 
when the Mayor’s Office 
met with CB5 and elected 
officials at the Maspeth 
Public Library earlier this 
month. At the meeting 
plans for a potential Oct. 
1 opening of the shelter at 
59-40 55th Road were pro-
posed. The shelter would 
house 220 people, accord-
ing to the Department of 
Homeless Services. There 
are currently about 250 
people in shelters who 
listed their most recent 
address as Community 
District 5 in Queens, ac-
cording to DHS, but the 
Maspeth facility would be 
open to people from across 
the city.

What followed was a 
tense town hall meeting 
Aug. 18 where the DHS and 
community leaders met 
with the Maspeth commu-
nity to listen to concerns 
about the proposed shel-
ter. Residents’ main com-

plaints were that there 
were already three home-
less shelters in the area 
and they feared the shelter 
would negatively affect the 
neighborhood. 

At the meeting DHS 
tried to explain its mission 
to Maspeth residents. 

“New York City is legal-
ly obligated to provide shel-
ter to any New Yorker who 
would otherwise be turned 
out onto the streets,” a DHS 
spokeswoman said. “We 
have met with community 
leaders and participated in 
an open community forum 
to continue to build a con-
structive dialogue around 
this issue. Homelessness 
is a citywide challenge 
that requires a citywide 
response.”

Unsatisfied with what 
they heard from officials 
at the town hall meet-
ing, dozens of Maspeth 
residents marched to the 
Holiday Inn Express and 
protested into the night af-
ter the meeting ended. Pro-
tests have since continued 
when COMET President 
Roe Daraio  organized a 
weeklong protest building 
up to the Knockdown Cen-

ter meeting. Protesters 
have held up signs in front 
of the Holiday Inn Express 
every night. On the asso-
ciation’s website, Daraio 
wrote: “This is our com-
munity and we all need to 
stick together! I know the 
weather has been brutal, 
but please try to come out 
and support your neigh-
bors. This will be ongoing 
for the entire week.”

Manuel Caruana, a 
member of the Juniper 
Park Civic Association, 
has attended every protest 
and said protesters will 
not let up until the propos-
al is dead. 

“Right now the meet-
ings (protests) are going 
to continue every evening.  
There’s not going to be 
any end to that,” he said. 
“We’re going to continue to 
protest.  The shelter is not 
going to go through.  It’s 
ridiculous that a neighbor-
hood is so against it and 
we have no say in it. We’ll 
do whatever it takes so it 
won’t open.”

Caruana also said ten-
sions continue to rise 
among residents and pro-
testers the longer this is 
dragged out.

 “It’s getting nasty, 
they’re getting fed up,” he 
said. “If you live in a de-
mocracy, you would hope 
you have a say in what 
happens to your commu-
nity. “

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Maspeth

Maspeth residents are still 
protesting the city's pro-
posed homeless shelter. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com


