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BY MARK HALLUM

Many of the residents living 
under the right-of-way of the Hell 
Gate Bridge in Astoria have been 
renting the land adjacent to their 
homes since the 1940s at nominal 
fee from Amtrak in return for 
maintaining the property. 

The quasi-governmental agen-
cy has allowed its renters to make 
use of the land, such as installing 
fencing, landscaping and hosting 
family gatherings. But in early 
August, tenants were shocked to 
be informed their rent would be 
increasing by as much as 100,000 
percent.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), state Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas (D-
Astoria) and Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) spoke 
to reporters last week to demand 
answers from Amtrak about the 
astronomical rent increases for 
Astoria residents.

Held in front of the Paratore 
family home at 22-38 23rd St., the 
press conference gave the family, 
along with their neighbor Loretta 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Queens Legal Services 
is teaming up with state 
Sen. James Sanders (D-
Rochdale Village) to offer a 
free legal assistance clinic 
for veterans starting this 
month. 

Cindy Katz, the coordi-
nator of the Veterans Jus-

tice Project at Queens Legal 
Services, will be on hand as 
the in-house lawyer. Katz 
has 30 years of experience 
and is authorized to prac-
tice law before the Veter-
ans Administration. From 
her past experience with 
the Veterans Justice Proj-
ect, she hopes the program 
will serve as a resource 

for veterans struggling to 
navigate an institution like 
the VA. 

“It’s outreach to people 
who may not have other-
wise thought of contact-
ing us, because they didn’t 
know we existed or didn’t 
think they were within our 
financial eligibility,” she 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

More than 800 angry Maspeth 
residents poured into the Knock-
down Center on Flushing Avenue 
Wednesday night for a public 
hearing on the proposed home-

less shelter in the Holiday Inn 
Express.

Community Board 5 arranged 
the hearing after nearly two 
weeks of daily protests by resi-
dents outside the Holiday Inn at 
59-40 55th Road, where the shelter 

would be located.
In a move that appeared to 

take the audience by surprise, 
City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) an-
nounced that she had filed a suit 
against the city to stop the home-

less center.  She was accompanied 
by state Assemblywoman Marge 
Markey ((D-Maspeth) who was 
showered with boos after she 
missed an Aug. 11 community 
meeting at Martin Luther High 
School. 

In her brief remarks, Markey 
told the crowd that they we’re be-
ing “manipulated” before leaving 
the Knockdown Center.

 Crowley said her suit also 
named Steve Banks, the commis-
sioner of the Department of Home-
less Services.  She was joined in 
the legal action by state Sen. Joe 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) and 
Markey.

 Earlier in the evening when 
Banks appeared at the meet-
ing, members of the community 
turned their backs on him.

 “I wanted to make sure that 
you, the people of Maspeth, knew 
that I’m doing everything in my 
power to make sure that we hold 
the mayor accountable,” Crowley 
said. “The lawsuit says that the 
mayor of the city of New York is 
in clear violation of the city ad-
ministrative code.  The law states 
clearly homeless families must 
be housed in shelters that have 
kitchens and we all know that the 

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8

Vets clinic to offer legal support 

BY MARK HALLUM

The death of 78-year-old cyclist and Flush-
ing resident Michael Schenkman on Northern 
Boulevard in Bayside hit close to home for many 
pushing to make the streets a safer place. Schen-
kman, a Bronx native and former  high school 

More than 800 people at a hearing over plans to make over a Holiday Inn in Maspeth for a homeless shelter urned their backs 
on Steve Banks, the city’s housing commissioner, when he appeared to address the meeting.  Photo by Michael Shain

Renters get 
huge new bill 
from Amtrak

Flushing biker’s death 
puts spotlight on safety

Maspeth shelter slammed at hearing
Councilwoman Crowley sues city over plan to put homeless in Holiday Inn

Veterans from the American Legion 
Post 118 in Woodhaven get togeth-
er for a photo during an event at the 
Legion's headquarters, at 89-02 91st St. 

Photo by Ken MaldonadoContinued on Page 8
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Watch MLB, The Playoffs,  
NCAA & NFL Football

 
 

 

Sunday Funday - Giveaways & Drink Specials 
Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm $13.95 & Bottomless 

Brunch $26.95 - 2 Hours Unlimited Cocktails

OR TAKE A CAB WITH LINDYS & RETURN IS FREE* 

 
 

FREE

O’NEILL’S MASPETH 
GREAT VIEW, TERRIFIC FOOD & PLENTY TO CHEER ABOUT

 718.672.9696 

THURSDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

MARGARITA 

PIZZA 

GET IN ON THE ACTION
LIVE SPORTS ACTION ON MORE THAN 65 TVS WITH  

SURROUND SOUND YOU’LL FEEL LIKE YOU’RE ON THE FIELD

FOX  
SOCCER  

PLUS
AVAILABLE

MONDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

 
50 CENT WINGS  

20 FLAVORS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

VOTED BEST WINGS  
AT THE CITIFIELD  
WING CONTEST
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BY BILL PARRY

The leader of the con-
sortium in charge of the $4 
billion Central Terminal 
redevelopment at LaGuar-
dia Airport says weather 
played a major role in 
creating a gridlock fiasco 
that forced travelers to 
leave taxis and livery cars 
and make a mad dash to 
through traffic in order to 
make their flights on Mon-
day, Aug. 22. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s office called the 
delays unacceptable and di-
rected the LaGuardia Gate-
way Partners and the Port 
Authority to come up with 
a plan to “minimize undue 
and unsafe impacts on trav-
elers.”

Stewart Steeves, the 
CEO of LaGuardia Gate-
way Partners, blamed 
weather issues for creating 
unusually heavy volume at 
the airport that day. Over 
100,000 air travelers use La-
Guardia on a busy day.

“On Sunday night, Aug. 
21, storms across the Mid-
west and Northeast regions 
forced the cancellation of 

almost 100 flights out of La-
Guardia Airport and as a 
result, normally scheduled 
flights for Monday, Aug. 22, 
coupled with passengers 
grounded the night before 
contributed to increased 
gridlock at the airport,” 
Steeves said. “This was 
not a normal situation, and 
measures are being put in 
place to mitigate or prevent 
similar delays from occur-
ring in the future.”

One problem LGP hopes 
to eliminate is vehicles cir-
cling the airport waiting 
to pick up passengers. The 
Port Authority has opened 
both an alternate passen-
gers pick-up lot and a cell 
phone lot.

Parking in Lot P10, 
Terminal B’s parking lot, 
is open and available and 
free for two hours for those 
picking up passengers. P10 
is a cell phone lot. Arriving 
passengers call their ride 
for pickup once they are 
curbside. 

Lot P7 now also serves 
as an alternate Terminal 
B passenger pick-up area 
where vehicles cannot be 

left unattended and arriv-
ing customers can take 
the free Blue Shuttle bus to 
meet their ride in Lot P7, 
which is also free.

LGP also moved the taxi 
line east of Terminal B so 
cabs can exit the airport 
more quickly and a detour 
that was creating traffic 
jams has been fixed.

“On Monday, Aug. 22, 
the traffic situation at La-
Guardia Airport was unac-
ceptable, and though it was 
impacted by outside fac-
tors, the gridlock that re-
sulted cannot and will not 

be commonplace for trav-
elers,” Steeves said. “Since 
that time, we have had suc-
cess in managing the flow 
of traffic into and out of the 
airport, but we recognize 
the need to remain diligent 
while continuing to plan 
and adapt as construction 
progresses and traffic pat-
terns change.”

He said LGP has worked 
around the clock with the 
Port Authority, construc-
tion managers, engineers, 
and other airport officials 
to assess, address and im-
prove the traffic situation. 

A joint traffic command 
center has been set up to 
keep an eye on traffic, espe-
cially now that the US Open 
is underway at Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park until 
Sept. 11.

LGP has more than dou-
bled the number of curb-
side staff to expedite the 
dropping off and picking up 
of passengers. 

“We are committed to 
improving the customer ex-
perience at LaGuardia Air-
port,” Steeves said. “And we 
are excited to move forward 
on delivering a new, state-

of-the-art Center Terminal 
that all New Yorkers can be 
proud of.”

Despite improvements 
since Aug. 22, the federal 
Transportation Security 
Administration is recom-
mending that travelers fly-
ing out of LaGuardia Air-
port arrive at least 2 to 2 1/2 
hours ahead of their sched-
uled departure. Frommer’s 
travel guide is suggesting 
air travelers avoid LaGuar-
dia altogether until the ear-
ly phases of construction 
are complete.

The construction of 
the new Central Terminal 
Building is expected to be 
completed in 2020, accord-
ing to Steeves. The airport 
will continue to operate 
throughout the entire re-
development project at La-
Guardia Airport which is 
now projected to cost $8 bil-
lion which includes a new 
Delta terminal and other 
projects..

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

When 85-year-old Fred-
erick Wiseman spent eight 
weeks filming his highly 
acclaimed, “In Jackson 
Heights,” the grand master 
of American documentary 
filmmaking would shoot 12 
hours a day “exploring one 
of the most diverse com-
munities on the planet,” he 
said.- There was one thing 
Wiseman would not do 
while filming more than 
140 hours of content: Walk 
Roosevelt Avenue after the 
sun went down.

“Too dangerous,” he 
said.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) is keen-
ly aware of the avenue’s 
reputation and Monday he 
presented a multi-faceted 
approach to restore order 

between 74th Street and 
114th Street. He called 
Roosevelt Avenue by day 
an attractive place, but 
when night falls “the corri-
dor metamorphoses into a 
noisy and salacious place,” 
which is undesirable for 
area residents, according 

to Peralta.
“Criminal activ-

ity is all too common 
along Roosevelt Avenue,” 
Peralta said. “Prostitu-
tion, drugs, the sale of fake 
identification documents, 
and unscrupulous agents 
providing false hope of em-

ployment to immigrants, 
as well as apartment rental 
scams. All these bad actors 
have hindered development 
in neighborhoods like Jack-
son Heights, Corona and 
Elmhurst. So, today I am 
saying: enough is enough.”

Peralta and community 
leaders called on the city 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs to stop granting 
on-premises liquor licenses 
for new nightclubs along 
Roosevelt Avenue and he 
wants the DCA to increase 
enforcement of the cabaret 
license laws.  He introduced 
legislation authorizing the 
DCA to impose fines of up 
to $10,000 for violations of 
cabaret licensing rules, up 
from $1,000 currently. Per-
alta noted that there are 
only six establishments 
that hold a valid cabaret 

license between 74th and 
114th streets. 

“Dancing occurs in 
many more places than 
those six, as many night-
clubs operate without the 
proper cabaret license,” he 
said.

Peralta also called on 
the NYPD to beef up en-
forcement of the existing 
cabaret laws, specifically 
the $2-per-dance bars that 
line the corridor. “Clearly, 
enforcement of these rules 
is lacking, and this is why 
I’m urging the New York 
Police Department to en-
force laws overseen by the 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs,” he said.

The senator also pro-
posed the formation of a 
Commission on Roosevelt 
Avenue as a key component 
in tackling criminal activ-

ity along the corridor. The 
commission would release 
a report within a year of 
its creation, establishing 
a road map to turn around 
the thoroughfare and re-
vive the economic engine of 
the surrounding communi-
ties.

“Unfortunately, Roose-
velt Avenue has become the 
new ‘old Times Square,’” 
Peralta said. “We must en-
sure this thoroughfare is 
safer for families, for shop-
pers and for visitors.”

The commission would 
include the commanders 
of the 110th  and 115th Pre-
cincts, representatives of 
Community Boards 3 and 
4 and officials from the 
FDNY, the Department of 
Sanitation, the Department 
of Health and the New York 
State Liquor Authority.

Steps taken to avoid gridlock at LGA
Weather delays, not construction, blamed for heavy traveler volume that wreaked havok on Aug. 22

Peralta unveils plan to clean up Roosevelt Avenue 

Traffic returns to normal on the 94th Street Bridge approach to LaGuardia Airport following a grid-
lock debacle Aug. 22. Photo by Bill Parry

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c) and community leaders propose 
a liquor license moratorium along Roosevelt Avenue. 

Courtesy of State Sen. Peralta
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Monday & Thursday 10am–7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10am–6pm
Saturday 1pm–6pm 
Sunday 12–4pm

PRICES SLASHED!

718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY

DINETTE 
& FURNITURE CENTER

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

STORE CLOSING!STORE CLOSING!

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 11
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
 The College Point Sports 

Complex will finally be 
completed after years of 
setbacks. 

The 22-acre complex is 
located between 130th and 
Ulmer streets, between 
23rd and 26th avenues. 
Lack of funding halted the 
completion of the sporting 
complex, which includes a 
baseball field and a hockey 
rink. 

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D- Bayside) was able 
to secure the $5.5 million 
needed to complete the final 
phase of construction. He 
allocated $500,000, with $3 
million from City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito (D-Manhattan) and $2 
million from the Mayor de 
Blasio’s administration.

The College Point Sports 
Association began leasing 
the land in 1976. The asso-
ciation decided to turn the 
land into a sports complex 
in the 1990s and hired the 
company Enviro-Fill to re-
pair the fields. From 1996-
1997 the company ended up 
dumping metal, glass and 

other dangerous materi-
als onto the field, covering 
it with a thin layer of soil. 
Authorities found out about 
the dumping and deemed 
the land unsafe, leading 
the Parks Department to 
reclaim control of the land. 

The fields were closed 
from October 1997 until 
April 2004.

The city cleared the soil 
and began funding new 
phases of the complex, but 
years have passed and the 
complex was not completed 
or able to get funding for 
completion. Now that the 
funds have been allocated, 
the Parks Department will 
work with Vallone and the 
community to determine 
what amenities the final 
complex will include.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) was president of 
the sports association dur-
ing the dumping, which he 
blamed on Enviro-Fill.  He 
championed the rebuilding 
of the fields in two separate 
reconstruction projects 
during the last decade, but 
work remained to be done.  
He had no comment on the 
latest development.

“College Point has wait-
ed for this project for far 
too long and I’m proud to 
have finally secured the 
funding to get the ball roll-
ing,” Vallone said. “The 
incredible new fields that 
will soon be available to 
the community are a shin-
ing example of what can 
be accomplished for our 
district by working hand 
in hand with our speaker 
and mayor. I look forward 
to continuing to work with 
the Parks Department to 
ensure the vision for this 
sports complex is realized 
as soon as possible.” 

Joe Femenia, president 
of the College Point Civic 
Taxpayers Association, is 
thankful for the council-
man’s efforts.

“I thank Council mem-
ber Vallone for securing 
these funds and am glad 
that we can now move for-
ward with the plan for the 
College Point Sports Com-
plex,” he said.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

College Pt. sports complex 
gets funds for construction

The College Point sports complex has enough funding to complete construction Google Earth

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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FREE
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

MARKET & RESTAURANT OPEN 7 DAYS

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

3  $39F
O
R

1 1/4 LB. EACH

718-934-6300

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

MARKET PRICES AND MENU ONLINE 
WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

$1.99LB.

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE MUSSELS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

An elderly Fresh Mead-
ows man has been charged 
in the murder of his live-in 
girlfriend, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said. 

Chitwah Tse, 73, alleg-
edly bludgeoned his girl-
friend, Huizhen Zhan, 63, in 
their basement apartment 
in Pomonok  July 31 and 
when officers were looking 
at him as a suspect, he at-
tempted to commit suicide 
by jumping off a balcony in 
Tribeca, according to DA 
Richard Brown.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of fatally bludgeon-
ing the woman with whom 
he shared an apartment 
and a life together and then 
fleeing the scene without 
telling anyone what he had 
done until many hours af-
ter,” Brown said. “He now 
faces serious charges that 
could lead to him spending 
the rest of his life behind 
bars if convicted.”

Zhan’s body was discov-
ered Aug. 1 at about 7:15 p.m. 

by police inside her base-
ment apartment, the DA 
said. Tse and Zhan shared 
a two- bedroom basement 
apartment on 65th Avenue 
with a third person.

On July 31 Zhan spoke to 
a friend and asked that they 
call her back at 5:30 a.m. the 
next day so she could wake 
up and go to Westchester, 
the DA said. The same day 
sometime after midnight 
their roommate allegedly 
heard loud banging com-
ing from the rear bedroom 
shared by Tse and Zhan, 
the DA said. 

The following morning 
on Aug. 1 at 5:28 a.m. Zhan’s 
friend called and Tse told 
the friend “We are awake, 
Goodbye” without Zhan 
speaking on the phone. 

Later on at 9:15 a.m. the 
roommate saw Tse talk on 
the phone before leaving 
the apartment, the DA said.  
At 6 p.m. in Chinatown, 
Tse met with two rela-
tives and said, “I’m sorry 
for all I have done, I don’t 
know if I’ll ever see you 

again,”according to Brown. 
At 7:15 p.m. a lawyer, 

Garo Kapikian, called the 
107th Precinct and told 
police a new client, Tse, 
walked into his office ear-
lier in the afternoon and 
informed him there was 
a corpse in his basement 
apartment, the DA said. 
Officers responded to the 

Pomonok address and en-
tered through the front 
door where there was no 
sign of forced entry and 
both doors to the bedrooms 
were locked.

When police broke down 
both bedroom doors, they 
saw Zhan’s body lying on 
a bed in the rear bedroom, 
the DA said. Her body was  

covered with a sheet that 
was soaked in blood, there 
was also blood on the walls 
and ceiling and broken 
glass on the bed, the DA 
said. When officers re-
moved the sheets, they dis-
covered deep lacerations on 
Zhan’s body. Her cellphone 
was discovered on her bed-
side table, and police found 

blood in the adjoining bath-
room’s shower stall and toi-
let, DA Brown said. 

Zhan’s death was ruled a 
homicide due to blunt force 
trauma by the chief medi-
cal examiner Aug. 2

The following day on 
Aug. 3 at 2 p.m. the NYPD 
Hostage Negotiation Team 
went to the Manhattan law 
offices of Kapikian after 
Tse climbed over a balcony 
railing and then an I-beam 
on the adjoining balcony 
railing on the 22nd floor 
and threatened to jump, 
Brown said. Tse refused to 
leave the I-beam until after 
6 p.m. when the Hostage 
Negotiation Team was able 
to grab him, the DA said. 
When police observed, 
Tse he appeared to have 
scratches and lacerations 
on his fingers, hands and 
chest, and was sent to Bel-
levue Hospital, according 
to the DA. 

Tse is currently being 
held without bail and will 
return to court on Sept. 27

Pomonok man charged in girlfriend’s murder

An officer tries calming down Chitwah Tse, who attempted to jump off a Tribeca building after becom-
ing a suspect in his girlfriend’s murder. Twitter
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 AND BILL PARRY 

Activists and elected 
officials joined together 
in a show of solidarity in 
Woodside last week for a 
transgender woman who 
was struck in the head 
with a hammer in mid-
August. 

The 28-year-old victim, 
Gaby Diaz, attended the  
Aug. 25 rally, held only a 
few blocks from where the 
attack took place and ad-
dressed the crowd. 

“I’m nervous and at the 
same time I’m afraid the at-
tacker might try to find me 
again,” she said through 
a translator. “I’m feeling 
very anxious because of 
what happened, although 
I’m grateful to all the peo-
ple who have come here to 
show their support.”

On Aug. 17 at 6 a.m. 
Gabby was walking on 
67th Street when she was 
struck in the back of the 
head with a hammer, ac-
cording to police. The sus-
pect, who police described 
as a black male, got out of a 
gray Toyota 4Runner and 
made a reference to Gaby 
being gay before striking 
her, according to police. 
The suspect then ran back 
to his car and drove south 
down 66th Street. Gaby 
sustained lacerations to 
her head and was taken to 
Elmhurst Medical Center, 
according to police. Police 
were investigating the in-
cident as a possible hate 

crime. 
“There is no room for 

hatred or trans phobia 
in our community -- or 
anywhere,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “Our 
trans neighbors should be 
able to go about their daily 
lives without living in fear 
of a vicious attack like 
this one. We must come 
together as a one commu-
nity and demand an end to 
violence.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
called for more empathy 
for transgender people as 
well as more civil rights 
protections at the state 
and federal level,

“The hateful attack 
that took place in Wood-
side is not only an attack 
on the transgender com-
munity, but it is an attack 
on us all,” Crowley said. 
“Whenever hate rears its 
ugly head, it is critically 

important that we stand 
united to send a powerful 
message that these acts of 
intolerance have no place 
in our neighborhood, 
and they go against ev-
erything our community 
stands for.”

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer cited 10 reported 
attacks against the trans 
community in Queens 
alone so far in 2016.

“No New Yorker should 
feel threatened or be at-
tacked because of their 
sexual orientation or 
gender identity,” he said. 
“While I am glad that the 
victim of this horrific at-
tack is expected to make a 
full recovery, this incident 
underscores the dangers 
our transgender commu-
nity faces each and every 
day. We must redouble our 
efforts to speak up for our 
trans gender neighbors 
and create a safer, more 
accepting city for all.”

BY BILL PARRY

Four different commu-
nity-based organizations in 
Queens will partner with 
the city in a new program 
that will provide classes 
to assist immigrants meet 
educational requirements 
needed for DACA eligibil-
ity, a federal program that 
offers temporary protec-
tion from deportation as 
well as access to work au-
thorization. Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals 
increases opportunities for 
social and economic mobil-
ity for immigrants across 
the city.

“New York City is home 
to nearly half a million un-
documented immigrants,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“They are our neighbors, 
colleagues, friends and 
family. We launched a ma-
jor effort to help these New 
Yorkers come out of the 
shadows with ActionNYC, 
and now we’re going a step 
further. Our new educa-
tion initiative will provide 
immigrants with an in-
valuable opportunity to ob-
tain the sense of security 
needed to transform their 
lives.”

Grants will be provided 
to Queens Library, the Ja-
cob A. Riis Neighborhood 
Settlement, Make the Road 
New York and LaGuardia 
Community College to pro-
vide educational services 
such as English literacy 
and high school equivalen-
cy classes. Once enrolled in 

classes, participants will 
have the opportunity to 
work with a case manager 
who will conduct a needs 
assessment and set goals 
with each participant.

“This grant will enable 
us to expand our educa-
tional pathways for youth 
who qualify for deferred 
action and want to make 
better lives for themselves 
in the U.S., and we’re de-
lighted to partner with 
the Mayor’s Office of Im-
migrant Affairs on this 
important program,” La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege President Gail Mellow 
said.

Despite the success of 
DACA, thousands of poten-
tially eligible New Yorkers 
have not applied because 
they do not yet meet the ed-
ucation requirements for 
the program. To meet that 
requirement, immigrants 
must demonstrate gradu-
ation from high school, 
or current enrollment in 
a qualifying educational 
program, like those sup-
ported by the DACA Educa-
tion Initiative. Those who 
were honorably discharged 
from the U.S. military may 
also be eligible.

“Today the de Blasio 
administration is taking 
an important step to help 
immigrants enroll in high-
quality, community-based 
education classes that will 
help them qualify for the 
life-changing benefits of 
DACA,” Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs Com-

missioner Nisha Agarwal 
said. “We look forward to 
connecting New Yorkers 
to the literacy, vocational 
and educational classes 
they need to establish their 
eligibility for DACA.”

Immigrant New Yorkers 
who think they might be 
eligible for the ActionNYC 
DACA Education Initiative 
and would like to enroll 
can call 311 and say “Ac-
tionNYC.” For further in-
formation on DACA, immi-
grant New Yorkers should 
call 311 and say “DACA.”

“As a city that values 
the contributions of its im-
migrant communities, the 
ActionNYC DACA Educa-
tion Initiative goes further 
to support individuals who 
are potentially eligible for 
DACA so they may remain 
here with their families,” 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Working 
with community-based or-
ganizations that well know 
the communities they 
serve is a keen approach to 
reaching individuals who 
are missing out on the op-
portunity to remain here 
with protected status.”

Although the imple-
mentation of President 
Obama’s 2014 executive ac-
tions on immigration has 
been halted by litigation, 
immigrants can continue 
to apply for the original 
DACA program, which cel-
ebrated its fourth anniver-
sary Aug. 15.

Rally for attack victim
Leaders denounce violence against trans people 

Jimmy Van Bramer denounces the recent attack against a 
trans woman in Woodside. Photo by Gina Martinez

City launches classes to help
immigrants meet DACA regs
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A federal court ruled 
Tuesday that the general 
election date for the race to 
succeed outgoing U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
should still be Nov. 8, put-
ting a hold on state Sen. 
Jack Martins’ attempt to 
have the race postponed 
until December. 

The U.S. Department 
of Defense also weighed in 
on the Oct. 6 Republican 
primary mandated by a 
federal court between Mar-
tins and fraud investigator 
Philip Pidot, saying it was 
confident New York state 
could adequately hold the 
primary and general elec-
tions close together without 
disenfranchising military 
or overseas voters.

 A federal court ruled 
last week that Pidot would 
face Martins Oct. 6 after a 
prolonged court battle in 
which Pidot contended he 
should have a primary con-
test after his petitions were 
validated.

Martins argued that an 
Oct. 6 Republican primary 
would disenfranchise such 
voters, saying the election 
would be in violation of the 
Military and Overseas Voter 
Empowerment Act. The leg-
islation mandates that states 
transmit ballots to overseas 
and military voters 45 days 

in advance of an election. 
Martins wanted to move the 
general election for the 3rd 
Congressional District race 
from Nov. 8 to Dec. 6.

 A federal judge in Alba-
ny denied Martin’s request 
that the general election be 
shifted to December.

Although there are only 
32 days between Oct. 6 and 
the scheduled Nov. 8 date, 
Defense approved a request 
by the state Board of Elec-
tions to waive the require-
ments of the Uniformed and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act because of the 

challenges presented by the 
court-ordered primary. The 
MOVE Act is an amend-
ment of this act, mandat-
ing the 45-day requirement 
unless states are granted a 
waiver by  Defense.

The Republican prima-
ry winner will face former 
Nassau County Executive 
Tom Suozzi in the Novem-
ber general election. 

“Disenfranchising even 
one American servicemen 
or woman, in this general 
election is far too many,” 
Martins said in a state-
ment. “The federal court’s 
decision disregards the fed-

eral law designed to protect 
our servicemen and women 
and compromises our mili-
tary’s right to vote in the 
general election.”

Pidot slammed Martins, 
painting him as an “insider 
politician.”

“I had hoped to make 
this race a referendum on 
corrupt Long Island and 
New York politics with what 
resources I had,” Pidot said. 
“Never in a million years 
did I imagine that Mr. Mar-
tins would make the case so 
forcefully and publicly for 
me through his outrageous 
and failed legal actions.”

The candidates are vot-
ing to succeed Israel in 
representing the 3rd Con-
gressional District, which 
includes parts of Nassau 
and Suffolk counties, Bay 
Terrace, Whitestone, Glen 
Oaks and Floral Park.

The state has pledged to 
expedite the process after 
the Oct. 6 primary and will 
give voters outside the dis-
trict the option of filling in 
write-in ballots in advance 
of their receiving their of-
ficial ballots and pledged 
to transmit information to 
voters about the winner of 
the Oct. 6 primary.

Additionally, New York 
intends to seek a court or-
der extending the ballot re-
ceipt deadline 10 extra days 
to Nov. 29.

Martins’ bid to postpone 
election rejected by court

STATE SEN. JACK MARTINS PHILIP PIDOT

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
SE

PT
. 4

, 2
01

6
8

Csikortis, of 22-52 23rd St., 
the chance to speak about 
the decades of care they 
had put into the land adja-
cent to their homes.

The Paratore family 
—Anthony, Michael, Mary 
and Rose —were born and 
raised in the single-family 
home their grandfather pur-
chased in 1946. At the same 
time, he leased the plot of 
land next to the home from 
Amtrak. Both the home and 
the land next to it are below 
the right-of-way leading to 
the Hell Gate Bridge.

The rent on the land 
next to the house had not 
been raised since 1973. This 
all changed in early August 
when the Paratores and 
other residents received a 
letter from Amtrak inform-
ing the tenants their rent 
would be increased by as 
much as 100,000 percent 
starting in September.

According to Anthony 

Paratore, his grandfather, 
who leased the land follow-
ing his service in World 
War II, went through the 
trouble of planting a fig 
tree which his grandchil-
dren still enjoy, a sign of 
intended permanence.

For the Paratore fam-
ily, rent was $25 per year. 
Now Amtrak plans to have 
it raised to $26,560 per 
year, which translates into 
$2,213 a month. Csikortis, 
who also lives in the home 
where she was born, said 
the rent on the land she has 
used to develop an enviable 
backyard with a deck and 
swimming pool is going up 
from $50 per year to $40,000 
per year.

Under the lease agree-
ments signed with Amtrak 
the tenants, who invested 
heavily in the land, were 
responsible for the upkeep 
of the property in return 
for rent at a nominal fee. 
Now that has changed.

“These are the kinds of 
tactics we expect from slum-

lords, not from Amtrak. 
The truth is Amtrak is rail-
roading hardworking fami-
lies into renewing a lease 
with an unprecedented and 
obscene rent increase, and 
that’s just not right,” Crow-
ley said. “These homeown-
ers are doing the job that 
Amtrak has a lousy track 
record of doing—maintain-
ing their property. Amtrak 
claims the premises are 
substantially undervalued, 
but what’s clear is that the 
longstanding members of 
our community are the 
ones who are truly under-
valued in this situation.”

The congressman urged 
Amtrak to “not just be a 
better landlord, but to be a 
better neighbor and treat 
our homeowners reason-
ably and respectfully.”

Crowley said the rent 
hikes do not just apply to 
the Paratores or Csikortis, 
but are a problem facing 
Amtrak tenants all along 
the corridor under the rail-
road tracks.

Continued from Page 1 

Amtrak

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

industrial arts teacher, 
had been riding in the east-
bound lane near the 223rd 
Street intersection when he 
was struck by a 25-year-old 
driver going in the same 
direction in a black Chevy 
Impala on the morning of 
Aug. 24. Executive Director 
of Transportation Alter-
natives Paul Steely-White, 
whose organization advo-
cates to make cities safer 
and better for car-free com-
muters, issued a statement 
on the death of Schenkman, 
an active member of the 
group.

Schenkman’s son Peter 
recalled his father’s pas-
sion for cycling, which 
came from his original love 
for motor bikes. Schenk-
man had to give up on mo-
torcycles, however, after 
a close call with a truck 
which lost a load of shingles 
on the BQE. After avoiding 
disaster by laying down 
the BMW motorcycle, he 
decided New York City was 
simply too dangerous for 
two wheels.

“My father always 
looked for organized bike 
events because it was safer 
than riding on the streets of 
New York where he grew up 

riding up and down Ham-
den Place in the Bronx,” 
he said. “He would ride 
wherever, whenever, with 
or without a partner. Last 
Wednesday, he rode alone.”

Peter Schenkman said 
his father often dealt with 
poor bicycling condi-
tions and rude drivers on 
the road, which has only 
seemed get worse. There 
still has not been a traffic 
summons for driver who 
killed his father.

According to Steely-
White, the incident is rep-
resentative of a growing 
epidemic of cyclist deaths. 
In 2015, there were a total of 
15 bicycle deaths citywide. 

Schenkman, however, is 
No. 16 this year. Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s Vision Zero plan 
to end traffic fatalities and 
serious injuries has been 
a failurealong many high-
risk streets, he said.

“It is significant that 
Michael Schenkman was 
killed on Northern Bou-
levard, which is among 
the city’s most dangerous 
streets that the Depart-
ment of Transportation has 
designated as a Vision Zero 
Priority Corridor – many of 
which have yet to see life-
saving redesigns,” Steely-
White said. Of the 16 fa-
talities this year, half have 
taken place on roadways 
which have been marked 
as a priority for Vision Zero 
and DOT’s Pedestrian Safe-
ty Action Plan.

 “We want to know what 
Mayor de Blasio is going to 
do about this,” he said.

Steely-White said pedes-
trian and bicyclist deaths 
could be reduced by invest-
ing in roadway redesigns 
which add protected bike 
lanes, pedestrian safety is-
lands and greater visibility 
at crosswalks.

Transportation Alter-
natives’ will be dedicating 
its upcoming NYC Century 
Bike Tour to the memory of 
Michael Schenkman.

Continued from Page 1 

Cyclist

Michael Schenkman was killed 
while riding on Northern 
Boulevard last week. Facebook
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N A D I A’ S  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T R E 
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FALL 2016 REGISTRATION SEPTEMBER 6, 7, 8  10AM-8PM
JOIN US FOR OUR FABULOUS FALL OPEN HOUSE  FREE TRIAL CLASSES, GAMES AND GIVEAWAYS!  SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH  10AM-4PM

BY BILL PARRY

While the Maspeth pro-
tests against a proposed 
shelter for homeless cou-
ples have generated head-
lines, the city was quietly 
moving homeless families 
with children into a Wood-
side motel. 

The Department of 
Homeless Service is rent-
ing more than half of the 
72-unit Quality Inn, located 
at 53-05 Queens Blvd., but 
there are currently no plans 
to turn the entire building 
into a homeless shelter, ac-
cording to DHS. 

“Each day, we are tasked 
with determining how to 
meet the city’s legal obli-
gation to house thousands 
of homeless New Yorkers, 
including families with 
children, who would other-
wise be on the street,” DHS 
s pokeswoman Lauren Gray 
said. “These families come 
to us from every neighbor-
hood.”

Reports last week said 
the number of homeless 
in the city had reached an 
all-time high with  59,300 
living in citywide shelters 
that are almost at capacity, 
forcing DHS to house 4,000 
in 46 motels last month, up 
from 1,000 in eight hotels 
in January 2015, according 
to the Wall Street Journal, 
although the DHS would 
not confirm this. While 
they say the Quality Inn 
is not being converted into 
a homeless shelter, DHS 
is providing 24/7 security 
and on-site social services 
for families during their 
stay there.

What DHS did not pro-
vide was any prior notice 
to elected officials or Com-
munity Board 2. City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunyside) was alerted 
by one of his constituents 
who lives nearby.

“While I will never pro-
test the women and chil-
dren seeking shelter at the 

Quality Inn, I am extreme-
ly upset that the adminis-
tration converted this hotel 
into a temporary shelter 
without notifying anyone 
in the community,” Van 
Bramer said. “In situations 
like this, the best policy is 

transparency, not trying 
to sneak changes past local 
communities.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria), who 
warned last year that resi-
dents of western Queens 
have been worried about 

the proliferation of hotels 
under construction, was 
also disappointed with 
DHS’s failure to provide no-
tification.

“Better communication 
and prior notice in situa-
tions like this are critical 
requirements for neighbor-
hood residents and their 
quality of life,” Gianaris 
said.

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing) and City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) delivered 
more than 200 backpacks, 
filled with school supplies, 
to students of all ages liv-
ing in the Boulevard Fam-
ily Shelter at the former 
Pan American Hotel. The 
216-unit facility, located 
at 79-00 Queens Blvd. in 
Elmhurst, has provided 
shelter to homeless fami-
lies with children.

“All children have a 
right to a quality educa-
tion,” Dromm, a former 

public school teacher, said. 
“These free school supplies 
help provide that by en-
abling them to excel in the 
classroom.” 

The Queens Center mall 
provided 1,400 backpacks 
for community back-to-
school events this year 
across the borough.

“Proper school supplies 
set children on the right 
track for the school year,” 
Stavisky said. “No one 
should be denied a back-
pack, notebook, pens or any 
other materials they need 
to be a productive student. 
I believe families should 
not have to choose between 
buying groceries or buy-
ing school supplies. Socio-
economic status should not 
determine your access to a 
great education.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Another shelter on Queens Blvd. surprises pols

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer is upset the city moved homeless 
families into a Woodside motel without notifying anyone in the 
community. Photo by Bill Parry
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said, noting that she expect-
ed housing and child sup-
port issues to be prominent 
requests for assistance. 
“The cases we see foremost 
are housing related, veter-
ans facing eviction because 
something catastrophic 
happened and are unable to 
pay the rent.”

Veterans interested 
must call Sanders’ office 
at (718) 523-3069 to sched-
ule an appointment. Sand-
ers lauded the clinic as a 
helping hand to a vulner-
able population tasked with 
dealing with the VA, an in-
stitution often criticized for 
its byzantine structure.

“As a Marine Corps vet-
eran, I know how compli-
cated it can be to navigate 
the VA system and the prob-
lems that service members 
often encounter when try-
ing to obtain benefits, dis-
charge upgrades, housing 
and healthcare,” he said. 

Katz explained that it 
can be very difficult for vet-
erans suffering from PTSD 
or other mental health is-

sues to maintain the kind 
of consistent employment 
that enables them to pay 
child support. She also not-
ed that landlords are some-
times reticent to accept 
Section 8 or other housing 
vouchers offered to veter-
ans after the completion of 
their services.

“It’s very difficult when 
you’re suffering from men-
tal health issues to navigate 
those systems,” she said. “A 
lot of veterans don’t even 
know where to begin.”

She also said she ex-
pected foreclosures to be a 
prominent issue raised for 
the clinic, considering the 
high rate of foreclosures in 
southeast Queens.

The first clinic date 
was scheduled for Sept. 1 
at Sanders’ district office 
at 142-01 Rockaway Blvd. 
Future clinics will be held 
on the first Thursday of ev-
ery month. Sanders said he 
hoped the clinic could con-
tinue and possibly grow.

“Depending on the re-
sponse we get from vets 
seeking assistance, we may 
expand the program in the 
future so that we can help 
even more people,” he said. 

Continued from Page 1 

Veterans
Holiday Inn does not have 
kitchens.”

Debby Drake, who rents 
out apartments near the 
Holiday Inn, attended the 
meeting.

“I own two houses be-
hind 55 Drive,” she said. 
“People are calling asking 
if I have an empty apart-
ment, but they won’t live 
there because of the im-
pending homeless shelter, 
so already this is hurting 
me. It’s not pleasant, espe-
cially as a homeowner for 
them to slip this in. I have 
an issue with the shelter 
and the way they went 
about it. It’s underhanded 
and I don’t like it.”

The hearing followed 
an unsuccessful town hall 
meeting Aug. 11, when 
hundreds of people showed 
up along with lawmakers 
and representatives who 
expressed their concerns 
about an influx of home-
less people. Residents were 
adamant in their opposi-
tion, saying three home-
less shelters in the area 

were enough and they 
feared  another shelter 
would negatively affect the 
neighborhood. 

 For Michael Locasio, 
a Maspeth resident for 45 
years, his main concern 
is protecting the children 
of the neighborhood. He 
took to the microphone 
and gave an impassioned 
speech, met with loud ap-
plause. 

“We don’t want to have 
to expose our children 
to possible or potential 
things where they gotta 
walk past this homeless 
shelter,” he said. “The city 
made promises in the past 
about the Pan Am hotel: 
‘no predators’ that was a 
lie. No people on drugs, 
but there’s needles up 
and down the blocks like 
there’s no tomorrow. Se-
curity around the hotel is 
horrible, the curfews are 
broken. So I ask, what kind 
of guarantee are we get-
ting from the DHS if that 
opens, what guarantee do 
you give our community 
that we wont have to deal 
with any of that stuff?” 
The crowd responded in 
unison, “Nothing!” 

The controversy began 
when the mayor’s office 
met with CB 5 and elected 
officials at the Maspeth 
Public Library last month. 
At the meeting plans for 
a potential Oct. 1 opening 
of the shelter at the Holi-
day Inn Express were pro-
posed. The shelter would 
house 220 people, accord-
ing to the Department of 
Homeless Services. There 
are currently about 250 
people in shelters who 
listed their most recent 

address as Community 
District 5 in Queens, ac-
cording to DHS, but the 
Maspeth facility would be 
open to people from across 
the city.

DHS tried to explain its 
mission to Maspeth resi-
dents at the Aug. 11 meet-
ing. 

“New York City is legal-
ly obligated to provide shel-
ter to any New Yorker who 
would otherwise be turned 
out onto the streets,” a DHS 
spokeswoman said. “We 
have met with community 
leaders and participated in 
an open community forum 
to continue to build a con-
structive dialogue around 
this issue. Homelessness 
is a citywide challenge 
that requires a citywide 
response.”

 For nearly two weeks 
Maspeth residents have 
stood outside the Holi-
day Inn Express waving 
signs to get passers-by 
to honk in favor of keep-
ing the proposed shelter 
out of the neighborhood. 
On Saturday, more than 
2,000 marched in protest 
through the streets of Mas-
peth.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter

Assemblywoman Marge 
Markey waves goodbye as she 
was booed from the shelter 
meeting. Photo by Michael Shain
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