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BY BILL PARRY

It took nearly three weeks, 
but Mayor Bill de Blasio fi-
nally had his “polite but firm 
conversation” with City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) Tuesday over 
his opposition to rezoning to 
allow the Phipps Houses to 
build 209-units of affordable 
housing just outside the Sun-
nyside Gardens historic dis-
trict. 

While neither side would 
discuss details of the talks, 
de Blasio spokeswoman Aja 
Worhy-Davis said, “The may-
or and Council member Van 
Bramer had a respectful and 
substantive discussion re-
garding the project. We look 
forward to an outcome that 
benefits all.”

Sources say the talks 
were indeed “firm,” but Van 
Bramer continues to oppose 
the project, which is tenta-
tively scheduled to go before 
the City Council for approval 
or rejection later this month. 
Van Bramer holds sway over 
the project as Council protocol 
typically follows the decision 
of the area’s representative.

Van Bramer also met re-
cently with Phipps Houses 
President Adam Weinstein 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A neighbor was arrested 
and charged this weekend 
in the Aug. 31 murder of a 
60-year-old Muslim woman 
in Jamaica Hills, police said. 
The man, who admitted to fa-
tally stabbing her, lived half a 
block from where the killing 
occurred, according to police.

The arrest came as reli-
gious and community leaders 
urged the authorities to con-
sider the possibility that the 
attack was a hate crime, even 
though police were saying the 
suspect’s motive was robbery.

“We welcome the fact that 
a person has been arrested 
so quickly and are waiting to 
see what develops through the 
court process,” said Ibrahim 
Hooper, a spokesman for the 
Council on American Islamic 
Relations. “We’re being told 
this was a robbery and that 
will need to be determined 
based on the facts presented at 
the trial.”

Yonatan Galvez-Marin, 22, 
was arrested Saturday and 
charged with murder in the 
second degree, attempted rob-
bery  and criminal possession 
of a weapon, according to the 
criminal complaint filed by 
the Queens district attorney..

Galvez-Marin allegedly 
approached Nazma Khanam, 
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Voters will go to the polls 
next Tuesday in a series of pri-
mary elections throughout the 
borough. Community Board 
12 Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams is in a primary challenge 
with incumbent state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-Rochdale) 
to represent the 10th District, 

which includes parts of south-
eastern Queens and the Rock-
aways. There are five candi-
dates vying to fill the seat in 
the state Assembly left vacant 
by the death of Barbara Clark 
earlier this year. Elsewhere in 
the borough, state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing) is 

facing a challenge from S.J. 
Jung. who is opposing her for 
the second time. Included in 
this week’s issue are profiles 
of several candidates as well 
as an Election Guide listing 
the participants. For full cov-

erage, see Pages 2, 4, 5, 6 

and 9.

The stabbing murder of a 60-year-old Bagladeshi woman on the street in Jamaica Hills has unnerved that 
immigrant community, evident at an anti-hate rally last weekend at the crime site. Photo by Michael Shain

The primary for statewide offices is Sept. 13. Photo by Michael Shain

Borough casts its ballots 

Van Bramer
still opposes
Phipps project

Muslim community mourns
Man arrested after Bangladeshi woman stabbed in Jamaica Hills
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Brooklyn federal judge 
ordered that Queens Public 
Library must pay for the de-
fense of the former president 
and CEO, Thomas Galante.

Galante, who worked with 
the library for 27 years, was 
fired in December 2014 amid 
an FBI investigation of his 
outside consulting business 
and audit by City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer that deter-
mined Galante was using the 
Library to pay for personal 
expenses. Galante went on to 
sue the library for $2 million 
in November 2015 for breach 
of contract, claiming he was 
fired without cause. 

Federal Judge Allyne 
Ross ruled that under the 
New York Not-for-Profit Cor-
poration Law the library is 
required to provide Galante 
with reasonable litigations 
expenses for his defense 
against their counter claims. 
Ross ruled that the law “al-
lows the director or officer 
of a not-for-profit corporation 
to seek advancement of legal 
fees when a lawsuit is filed 
against him for which he 
may ultimately be entitled to 
indemnification”

The library is seeking 
$200,000 from Galante for 
the questionable expenses. It 
is also seeking an additional 
$260,000 the library had to 
spend on legal fees that be-
gan accruing when the FBI 
started investigating Galante 
in 2014, which has not yet led 
to an indictment. The library 
also asked for Galante to re-
turn tablets, an iPhone, and 
desktop computer. 

The countersuit charged 
Galante with charging over 
$200,000 in personal expens-
es on his library corporate 
credit card in the span of 
two years. Galante allegedly 
spent money on meals, alco-
holic beverages, parking tick-

ets, concert tickets, furniture 
for his office, office roof deck 
or home, and books he bought 
on Amazon for his Kindle. 

“After giving 27 years 
of my life to the Queens Li-
brary and raising millions 
of dollars to make it better, 
the political winds changed 
overnight and my name was 
dragged through the mud,” 
Galante said. “I’m filing 
this lawsuit to set the record 
straight.”

In response to the lawsuit, 
the library counter sued Gal-
ante seeking recovery of its 
money. 

The library also claims 
Galante was working full 
time for another employer in 
violation of his obligations to 
the library. It claims he con-
ducted personal business on 
library time and utilized the 
legal services of the library’s 
outside counsel for his own 
personal benefit. Addition-
ally, the suit claims he has re-
fused to return property that 
belongs to the library. 

Galante has denied all 
the allegations, claiming the 
expenditure were for the ben-
efit of the library and that the 
library was aware and ap-
proved his outside consulting 
work and he has not kept any 
property belonging to the li-
brary. 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2016 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
stepped out of his district last 
week to openly oppose anti-
LGBT statements made by 
Democrat S.J. Jung, a candi-
date for state Senate.

 At a Tuesday news con-
ference  in front of the former 
MinKwon Center president’s 
campaign headquarters in 
Flushing at 32-26 Union St., 
Dromm expressed concern for 
the civil rights of the LGBT 
community and a feeling of 
betrayal from Jung, who once 
worked with the councilman in 
local activist groups. Dromm 
was joined by Michael Mallon, 
president of the Lesbian and 
Gay Democratic Club; Michael 
Serao of the LGBT Network; 
and activist Larry Menzie

At a church event in March, 
Jung told a Korean youth 
group he believed gay mar-
riage should not be depicted in 
textbooks.

“As state senator, I will 
protect them from hate crimes 
and uphold their human and 
legal rights. I, however, believe 
the Bible’s teaching that mar-
riage is between a man and 
a woman and do not support 
same sex marriage.  I believe 
this is a matter of distinction, 
not a matter of discrimina-
tion. At the event on March 28, 
I talked about the challenges 
faced by groups who are not in 
agreement with the Supreme 
Court’s ruling on the same sex 
marriage. I was referring to 
a general trend in the nation, 
not a specific legislation pend-
ing in the NewYork State Sen-
ate,” Jung said Aug. 30.  

But this statement con-
fused and failed to resonate 
with Dromm and the LGBTQ 
leaders who stood with him at 
the conference. According to 
Dromm, Jung seems to fail to 
understand the nature of dis-

crimination. 
““I don’t think a young 

person understands the differ-
ence [between distinction and 
discrimination] either. They 
get a message that they are less 
than, they are not valued, and 
that’s a very dangerous mes-
sage,” Menzie, a Generation 
Q founder, said. “It’s unimagi-
nable that we are fighting this 
fight right now.”

Dromm said Jung stating 
his opinion on gay marriage 

in front of a group of youths 
was a reckless move, consider-
ing the statistic that between 
3 percent and 10 percent of the 
population is LGBT.

“You have to wonder the 
impact it has on kids like that,” 
Dromm said. “You know, we 
hear about suicides, we hear 
about youth being bullied in 
schools. This is a different 
form of bullying.”

 Mallon  joined the discus-
sion.

“He said he wants to keep 
LGBT couples out of school 
textbooks, he wants to keep 

us invisible and in the clos-
et,” Mallon said, adding how 
erasing gay people from cur-
riculum validates a danger-
ous self-loathing in youth who 
need role models.

Dromm said he and Jung 
had worked together in the 
past to achieve a equality for 
both LGBT and immigrant 
groups, but his latest state-
ments came as a stab in back.

Dromm’s Council district 
has some overlap with the Sen-
ate district where Jung is run-
ning, which makes Dromm 
skeptical that the candidate 
can represent the LGBT com-
munity of Jackson Heights and 
the surrounding area, which 
has served as a safe haven.

Just three blocks away, 
Jung’s opponent, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Bayside), 
held a news conference to 
discuss the damage her chal-
lenger’s views would have  on 
marriage equality and wom-
en’s rights. State Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
used the opportunity to give 
Stavisky his endorsement.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Mark Mallon of the Lesbian and Gay Democratic Club of Queens, Larry 
Menzie, Councilman Daniel Dromm and LGBT Network's Michael Serao 
gathered in front of S.J. Jung's Flushing headquarters in response to his 
comments against marriage equality in textbooks. Photo by Mark Hallum

Queens Public Library was or-
dered to pay Thomas Galante’s 
legal fees.

Judge orders library 
to pay Galante’s fees

Jung rebuked on gays
LGBT activists defend marriage equality after statements
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica Bay will soon be 
populated with 50,000 new 
oysters, thanks to a plan an-
nounced by Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio and the city Department of 
Environmental Protection.

The project, conducted in 
partnership with the Billion 
Oyster Project, will be the 
single largest installation of 
breeding oysters into an envi-
ronment in New York City, ac-
cording to the mayor’s office.

“This oyster bed will serve 
multiple purposes - protecting 
our wetlands from erosion, 
naturally filtering our water 
and providing a home for our 
sea dwellers are just a few,” 
de Blasio said. “More broadly, 
this oyster bed is a small but 
necessary step in our broader 
OneNYC commitment to cre-
ate a more sustainable and re-
silient city.”

Oysters help to extract pol-
lutants from water, assist in 
protecting wetlands and shore-
lines from erosion and storm 

surges and also help create 
adequate and healthy habitats 
for fish and other wildlife. The 
project will be funded with a 
$1 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, 
with the DEP contributing an 
additional $375,000.

The city said the installa-
tion would include a central 
donor bed composed of adult 
and spat-on-shell oysters and 
four smaller receiving beds 
composed of clam and oyster 
shells, made in part of broken 
porcelain attained from nearly 
5,000 inefficient and recycled 
toilets. The oysters will be 
placed on the beds, and  after 
the adult oysters spawn, fertil-
ized eggs will float until young 
oysters attach themselves to 
the shells of the older oysters. 
Over time, the oyster popula-
tion should begin to spawn 
seasonally.

Oysters were reintroduced 
to Jamaica with two pilot 
studies that began in 2010, 
including the design and con-
struction of an oyster bed off 

of Dubos Point as well as the 
placement of oyster reef balls 
in Gerritsen Creek, Brooklyn. 

After four years, analyses in-
dicated that the oysters were 
alive and healthy. The hope is 

that a more robust and wide-
spread oyster population could 
reproduce more substantively 
to help stem the erosion of 
marshes and shorelines in Ja-
maica Bay.

Dan Mundy, a Broad Chan-
nel resident and a member of 
the Jamaica Bay Ecowatchers, 
praised the DEP for its role in 
getting the oysters into Jamai-
ca Bay.

“The restoration of oysters 
back into the waters of Ja-
maica Bay is one of the key re-
maining goals to fully restore 
this great and unique ecosys-
tem. This vital species natu-
rally filters the waters of the 
bay while providing unique 
habitat for fish,” Mundy said. 
“This project will see the first 
major initiative to bring back 
this keystone species to Ja-
maica Bay where they once 
flourished!”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Two of the 50,000 breeding oysters that are being seeded in Jamaica 
Bay as part of a plan to restore the bivalves to the New York waters.  

Courtesy of NYC DEP

City plans big oyster population in Jamaica Bay
Department of Environmental Protection makes beds for installation out of recycled toilets 
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2016 QUEENS PRIMARY VOTERS GUIDE

16TH STATE SENATE DISTRICT (Bayside, Elmhurst, 
Flushing, Forest Hills, Jackson Heights, Pomonok, Rego Park, Woodside)

10TH STATE SENATE DISTRICT (Richmond Hill, Rochdale 
Village, Rosedale, S. Jamaica, S. Ozone Park, Springfi eld Gardens, the Rockaways)

Toby Stavisky S.J. Jung James Sanders Adrienne Adams

29TH STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT (Addisleigh 
Park, Hollis, Jamaica, Laurelton, Rosedale, St. Albans, Springfi eld Gardens)

3OTH STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT
(Maspeth, Middle Village, Woodside)

Alicia Hyndman Lorraine Gittens-Bridge Margaret Markey Brian Barnwell

31ST STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT
(Far Rockaway, Laurelton, South Ozone Park, Springfi eld Gardens, Rosedale)

32ND STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT
(Jamaica Estates, Rochdale Village, Springfi eld Gardens)

Michele Titus Nigel Lonke Vivian Cook Rodney Reid

33RD STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT (Bellerose, Cambria Heights, Hollis, Queens Village, St. Albans)

Clyde VanelRoy PaulSabine French Nantasha Williams

INCUMBENT

INCUMBENT

INCUMBENT

INCUMBENT

INCUMBENT INCUMBENT
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Adrienne Adams, who is 
challenging state Sen. James 
Sanders (D-Rochdale Village) 
in a Democratic primary 
race to represent parts of 
southeastern Queens in the 
state Senate, said her experi-
ence in the community is one 
of the best tools to help her 
represent constituents in the 
district.

“I think that, especially 
in southeast Queens, we’ve 
been hit hard by corruption 
when it comes to our elected 
officials  and people are tired. 
They want someone they can 
be proud of,” she said. “People 
realize that I’ve been leading 
for a long time and are excited 
to see me take this step.”

Adams has been the 
chairwoman of Community 
Board 12, which includes 
much of downtown Jamaica, 
since 2012. Prior to her elec-
tion, she served as head of the 
board’s Education Committee 
for four years. Last year, she 
was appointed by Borough 
President Melinda Katz to 
the board of trustees for the 
Queens Public Library and 
has also worked in the corpo-
rate field.

State Senate District 10 
includes parts of Richmond 
Hill, Jamaica, South Jamai-
ca, South Ozone Park and 
Springfield Gardens.

Adams said she decided to 
run for the seat when Sanders 
briefly decided to challenge 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) for his congres-
sional seat (Sanders’ profile 
ran in the Sept. 2 issue of the 
TimesLedger). She said she 

wanted an ‘open door’ policy 
with constituents, saying she 
understood the frustration 
community members felt 
when they were not able to 
reach elected officials about 
community concerns.

She acknowledged the 
need to balance the robust 
development occurring in 
downtown Jamaica with the 
concerns community mem-
bers had about gentrifica-
tion and increased unafford-
ability. Adams pointed to the 
Jamaica NOW Leadership 
Council, which promotes 
economic development in the 
area, as a way for community 
residents to take the initia-
tive in helping to plot the 
course for the area’s future.

“That was created to em-
power the community. That’s 
the difference between us 
and Harlem and Brooklyn,” 
she said, referring to areas 
she said had suffered from 
the detrimental effects of 
gentrification. “We have to 
make sure that people have 
a place at the 
table. We have 
encouraged the 
community to 
come out and be 
a part of these 
committees.”

Adams also spoke about 
the scarcity of resources in 
district schools and said the 
state of New York needed to 
supply the funds owed to the 
city under the decision on a 
suit filed by the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equity asserting that 
city public schools had been 
underfunded. Though a state 

BY MARK HALLUM

Seven-time incumbent, 
state Sen, Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) is running again 
and says the issues which bring 
her back this time around are 
affordable housing, campaign 
ethics, making higher educa-
tion more accessible and alle-
viating congestion along the  
No. 7 train. 

Stavisky entered politics 
when her husband Leonard, a 
longtime state senator in the 
same district, died in 1999. 
Since then she has been a 
fierce advocate for women’s 
rights and creating opportuni-
ties for the immigrant commu-
nity in Queens.

She is facing S.J. Jung in 
the Sept. 13 Democratic pri-
mary for the second time.  He 
challenged her in 2014, when 
she won 60 percent of the vote.

Limiting outside income 
for candidates and elected offi-
cials is a key point for Stavisky, 
who sees campaign finance 

as a major is-
sue for keeping 
democratic pro-
cess fair for all. 
Closing the LLC 
loophole for can-

didates to receive contribu-
tions beyond the legal limit is 
a priority she has set and has 
the support of State Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli. This 
gray area of the law treats 
LLCs as individuals, allowing 
contributors to set up multiple 
business entities to funnel 
funds from the same source to 
a candidate. 

Affordable housing is an is-
sue Stavisky believes will see 
action within the next year. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo put $2 
billion in the state budget for 
affordable housing and the 
Senate approved the motion, 
Stavisky said. However, legis-
lators are still undecided as to 
where the housing funds will 
be utilized.

“I think there’s enough 
pressure now with the home-
less to decide what they’re go-
ing to do with the money,” she 
said, a reference to New York 
City’s record number of home-
less.  

Making the Senior Citizen 
Rent Increase program avail-
able for renters with higher 
level of income will see im-
provement to affordable house, 
according to Stavisky. SCRI 
credits landlords for one-third 

of an applicant’s rent from city 
funds and allows seniors ac-
cess to good housing. Stavisky 
said fewer seniors are eligible 
for SCRI because their income 
is too high, but not enough to 
match what they pay for rent.

Stavisky has seen progress 
for improving the living con-
ditions at Pan Am homeless 
shelter in Elmhurst by endur-
ing each room has a kitchen, 
as well as having a playground 
on the property and having 
added security for residents.

According to Stavisky, she 
has worked to break up the 
congestion at the Flushing-
Main Street station on the 7 
by finding the capital funds 
to add another entrance on 
Prince Street. During rush 
hour, this thoroughfare is 
overburdened with foot traffic 
to the point where pedestrians 
flow is at a stand-still. A five-
year capital plan is what will 
be needed to make this goal a 
reality, Stavisky said.

Up to 20 bus lines converge 
near the Main Street station as 
well as the LIRR, which is ex-
pected to see improvements.

One aspect of accommodat-
ing overcrowding in down-
town Flushing which concerns 
the Stavisky is the widening of 
sidewalks, which she believes 
could hurt businesses and 
shop owners economically.

The DREAM Act, which 
is designed to make the New 
York State Tuition Assistance 
Program available to undocu-
mented immigrants, is one 
way Stavisky is planning to 
improve the lives of people 
living in Queens, even if they 
are not citizens. First intro-
duced in 2011, the act is still 
waiting to be passed through 
the Republican-held Senate, 
although it has already passed 
the Assembly.

Stavisky has received a 
high number of endorsements, 
including state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli during 
their joint announcement to 
work together for campaign 
finance reform. Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) gave 
Stavisky his endorsement dur-
ing a news conference which 
addressed the need to main-
tain LGBT and women’s rights 
after statements by her oppo-
nent against abortion and the 
depiction of marriage equality 
in textbooks. 

Most recently, Stavisky won 
endorsements from Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James and city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Adrienne Adams, the chairwoman for Community Board 12, is running 
in the Democratic primary against Sen. James Sanders. 

Courtesy of Adrienne Adams

STATE SEN. TOBY STAVISKY

Stavisky plans future
State senator outlines agenda as she faces primary

Continued on Page 26
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Adrienne Adams runs 
for seat in state Senate
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblywoman Ali-
cia Hyndman (D-Springfield 
Gardens) is facing re-election 
after only a few months on 
the job and campaigning to 
retain her seat in District 29, 
which covers most of south-
east Queens.

 She has two Democratic 
challengers — Lorraine Git-
tens-Bridges, a fellow edu-
cation advocate, and Linda 
Guillebeaux, a Rosedale com-
munity advocate — in the 
Sept. 13 primary. 

Hyndman became the as-
semblywoman after a special 
election in November follow-
ing William Scarborough’s 
resignation due to corruption 
charges. Since jumping into 
office, Hyndman has hit the 
ground running and spon-
sored several pieces of legis-
lation, served on task forces 
that help homeowners, small 
business owners and improve 
education in the community, 
and she says she’s just getting 
started. 

Part of what has motivat-
ed Hyndman is her roots in 

southeast Queens, where she 
has raised her two children 
and volunteered for the last 10 
years. 

“I’ve lived here for years.  
We as a community can get a 
lot done,” she said. “It takes 
teamwork, partnership and 
resources. I was able to spend 
the last six months as assem-
blywoman bringing back re-
sources to the community and 
I will continue to do so if I’m 
elected.”

Before she launched her 

political career,  Hyndman 
was an active member of Com-
munity Boards 12 and 13. She 
also served on the Community 
District Education Council 29 
for 10 years, the last four years 
as president.

“Education is where I came 
from, I worked in education 10 
years,” she said. “I believe in 
the last six months I’ve been 
making sure this community 
comes first and it’s foremost 
in my mind,” she said. “Vol-
unteering on the Community 
Education Council, we were 
able to build relationships 
with elected of-
ficials as well 
as the commu-
nity.”

In the time 
Hyndman has 
been in the Albany, she has 
been able to introduce legisla-
tion in the Assembly and build 
task forces. One bill in par-
ticular that Hyndman spon-
sored would help thousands of 
commuters save money when 
transferring from MTA buses 
and subways to the Long Island 
Rail Road or MetroNorth. The 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

As the September Demo-
cratic primary nears, Lor-
raine Gittens-Bridges is 
vying to replace state Assem-
blywoman Alicia Hyndman 
(D-Springfield Gardens) as is 
Linda Guillebeaux.

Gittens-Bridges is look-
ing at this election as an op-
portunity to continue the 
process already underway. 

She believes 
that her years 
as a commu-
nity advocate 
has given her 
access and 

connections that can help 
her get things accomplished. 
She also said the community 
pushed her to run, an oppor-
tunity she could not pass up. 

“This is what I love,” she 
said. “Being in the position 
to even run is not easy, but 
I’m able to do so and that’s 
a blessing in life. All I care 
about is making sure that the 

next generation has better 
opportunities than the last. 
I had people that asked me 
to run, they want me to advo-
cate for them, they know I’ve 
been there.”

Gittens-Bridges’ main fo-
cus is education, her area of 
expertise. She has worked 
with the National Parent 
Teacher Association for 
years and believes improving 
the conditions of schools is a 
top priority. 

“You see differences in 
other neighborhoods.  They 
look like palaces. It really 
is the tale of two cities,” she 
said. “My son had an oppor-
tunity to go to Bayside High 
School and when you go to 
Bayside, it’s a whole differ-
ent world. You don’t have to 
be scared, they have better 
resources, they’re taking col-
lege classes. It’s clear to see 
their voice is being heard. We 
need that.”

 She went on to say that 
when a community’s educa-

ALICIA HYNDMAN
 Photo by Michael Shain

Gittens-Bridges vies 
to unseat Hyndman

Hyndman runs for re-election 

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

Continued on Page 40 Continued on Page 40
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BY BILL PARRY

Since a series of reforms were im-
plemented to change the culture of vio-
lence on Rikers Island last March, as-
saults on correction officers are down 
20 percent and serious assaults on of-
ficers are down 44 percent compared to 
the same period last year, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio told reporters last week. 

One unit on Rikers has gone 214 
days without a single violent incident, 
while another unit has gone 118 days 
without an incident, “numbers never 
before seen in the history of Rikers 
Island,” de Blasio said Sept. 1 during 
a news conference on the island to an-
nounce further safety measures and 
technology upgrades.

“There’s nothing I’m going to say 
to you today that is popping any cham-
pagne bottles or declaring any mission 
accomplished,” he said. “We have so 
much more work to do. We’re only talk-
ing about a beginning, but it’s a begin-
ning that we’re very proud of because 
it’s working.”

Taser guns will be used on Rikers 
Island beginning next month as part 
of new safety measures to protect staff 
de Blasio then announced. The De-
partment of Correction has ordered 
20 of the controversial weapons and 
they will only be provided to captains 
supervising the Emergency Services 
Units charged with responding to vio-
lent incidents at the jail.

“By strategically pre-deploying 
emergency response teams to multiple 
locations and equipping them with 
tasers, we’re making sure that our offi-
cers get critical support in urgent situ-
ations faster and more effectively,” de 
Blasio said.

Correction officers carry batons 
and pepper spray, but the taser guns 
“will be a crucial tool that officers can 
use to stop trends toward violence,” 
de Blasio said. But moments later he 
was defending himself from criticism 
about the stun gun’s risk for causing 

cardiac arrest, particularly when used 
repeatedly.

“Look, I am a progressive, I am 
a humanitarian, but the notion that 
advocates would not want us to first 
create a safe environment just makes 
no sense to me,” de Blasio said. “If we 
don’t have safety, nothing else is pos-
sible, and there is a culture of violence 
that goes back decades that has to be 
disrupted.”

New airport-style scanners will 
also be introduced to combat high lev-
els of contraband, especially weapons 
and drugs smuggled into the prison 
complex. They will be placed in the 
visitor processing center and other key 
locations on Rikers Island and other 
city jails to screen both inmates and 
visitors.

 “New scanners will filter out even 
more contraband from our facilities, 
keeping our staff, inmates and visitors 
safer than ever,” the mayor said.

In addition to the new technology 
upgrades, the ongoing federally man-
dated reforms on Rikers will be adding 
manpower. A new class of 700 recruits 
graduating in November will be the 
largest graduating class ever, with 
an additional 1,200 graduates joining 
the Department of Correction in the 
spring.

“Our reforms start and end with 
our officers — we seek to train, sup-
port and empower them,” DOC Com-
missioner Joseph Ponte said. “Al-
though we still have much more to do, 
the infusion of new officers into the 
ranks will, in time, help ease the bur-
den of extra shifts. The deployment of 
emergency response teams to each jail 
will integrate these forces better into 
facilities’ security procedures. Tasers 
for emergency service supervisors and 
supersensitive scanners will help pre-
vent violence.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Mayor de Blasio addresses the press at Rikers Island. Photo by Bill Parry

Tasers for Rikers Island
will aid reform: Mayor 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Sabine French’s role as 
a community advocate for 
southeastern Queens has 
extended into the political 
arena, and she is one of five 
candidates running to fill the 
seat left vacant by the death 
of state Assemblywoman 
Barbara Clark.

“I was able to tap into 
my passion,” she said about 
the campaign. “I don’t con-
sider myself just a candidate, 
but a neighbor. Sometimes, 
someone gets into office and 
they’re removed. I’m here, 
and I’m staying here.”

Clark died in February. 
She was the representa-
tive for Assembly District 
33, which includes parts of 
Cambria Heights, St. Albans, 
Queens Village, Hollis and 
Bellerose.

French grew up in Cam-
bria Heights, and is a third-
generation resident of the 
area. She has been a member 
of the St. Albans and Cambria 
Heights civic associations, 
and is also on the PTA board 
of Public School 176, where 
her son attends school.

In an interview, French 
stressed the need to remain 
a fixture in the community, 
and said elected officials 
needed to bring a ‘customer 
service’ model to assisting 
their constituents. She sig-
naled concerns about educa-
tion and the state of schools 
in the district as an impor-
tant challenge to face. French 
expressed concern that char-
ter schools were sapping area 
public schools of necessary 
funding.

“Public schools should be 
the top priority, and I do not 
feel right now that they’re 
the top priority in District 
29,” she said, referring to the 

school district that encom-
passes Hollis and Queens 
Village. She also expressed 
caution about Common Core 
standards and assessments. 
“We have well-qualified and 
educated teachers. Of course, 
there should be a standard, 
but that teacher is familiar 
with her class and has her 
style.”

French said she would 
commit to supporting out-
reach into the community 
to educate them about their 
rights in regards to foreclo-
sures. Many homeowners 
had been victims of preda-
tory lending, and when they 
receive a modification on 
their mortgage it would often 
include debt that had been 
deemed to be due to preda-
tory lending practices.

“Often, they owe more 
than the home is worth,” she 
said, also noting that vacant 
homes owned by the banks 
often stayed vacant. Some of 
these houses eventually be-
came squatter homes, some-
times used as areas for drug 
use and prostitution.

Above all, French assert-
ed her role as an advocate 
for her community made her 
best equipped to represent 
the area in Albany.

“Many of 
the other can-
didates are 
saying they 
have ties to 
the communi-
ty, but I feel confident in say-
ing that I am ever present in 
the district and outside of the 
district. My record speaks for 
itself in terms of having an 
interest in the community,” 
she said. “This is my home.”

The Democratic primary 
for the 33rd Assembly District 
race will be held Sept. 13.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Clyde Vanel, a Democratic 

candidate in the race to fill the 
seat left vacant by the death 
of Assemblywoman Barbara 
Clark, said he was fighting to 
keep a robust middle class in 
southeastern Queens.

If elected, Vanel would rep-
resent Assembly District 33, 

which includes 
parts of Cam-
bria Heights, 
St. Albans, 
Queens Vil-
lage, Hollis 

and Bellerose.
Vanel’s political career 

began in 2009, when he chal-
lenged then-Councilman Le-
roy Comrie. Vanel said this 
first  candidacy was part of 
a groundswell of frustra-
tion with Council members 
who voted to allow Michael 
Bloomberg to run for a third 
term as mayor. He also ran 
against Clark in a 2012 prima-
ry and contended many of the 
issues facing his community 
were still not being properly 
addressed.

“I live in a neighborhood, 
a strong middle-class neigh-
borhood, where my parents 
were able to put their money 
together and buy a house,” 
Vanel said, before contrasting 
his parents’ stability with the 

neighborhood today. “Now, 
that story is not as prevalent. 
Houses are worth half a mil-
lion. Children can’t buy the 
house they grew up in.”

Vanel, who also works as an 
attorney and was previously a 
restaurant owner, said a mix of 
underemployment, unafford-
ability and the prevalence of 
foreclosures in the area were 
contributing to people finding 
it harder to buy and maintain 
homes in the area.

He said he would advocate 
for a plan called “Silicon Ja-
maica” to entice businesses 
into the downtown corridor. 
He said the preponderance of 
transit options made Jamaica 
a prime location for new busi-
ness and he wanted to strength-
en the neighborhood’s push to 
attract new industries.

“Right now, there’s no plan 
to attract that type of business. 
We don’t have the plan. These 
businesses are already going 
to Harlem, going to Long Is-
land City, going to Brooklyn,” 
he said. “We have to get the 
entry-level, but we need the 
middle-level and the higher-
level jobs. We need to ensure 
that our community can get 
good paying jobs right here.”

Vanel previously worked 
as a chief of staff for state 
Sen. James Sanders, and said 
if he were elected to Albany, 

he would hope to distinguish 
himself with his background 
in business and law. He ac-
knowledged he would have a 
learning curve, but said that 
the support of Rev. Floyd Flake 
of the Greater Allen AME Ca-
thedral of New York and A.R. 
Bernard of the Christian Cul-
tural Megachurch in Brook-
lyn would give him significant 
backing in his pursuits.

He also spoke about the im-
portance of preparing students 
in southeast Queens to be able 
to participate in a “global 
economy” and expressed hope 
that more students could be 
convinced to pursue further 
education and careers in the 
natural sciences or mathemat-
ics.

“How do you get more of our 
youth interested in the math 
and the sciences? In this day 
and age, our kids are compet-
ing with the world,” he said.

The Democratic primary 
takes place Sept. 13. Vanel’s 
opponents in the race are Roy 
Paul, Nantasha Williams, Sa-
bine French and Bryan Block 
(who did not respond to re-
quests for a profile interview 
from the TimesLedger).

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

SABINE FRENCH Photo by Nat Valentine

CLYDE VANEL Photo by Nat Valentine

Vanel wants Clark seat
Candidate speaks about need for education and jobs 

French makes case 
in run for Assembly

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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POLICE 

Blotter
JAMAICA — Police were asking 

for the public’s help in trying to find a 
man who went missing from his own 
home on Monday afternoon.

Williams Gonzalez, 75, was last 
seen at his residence at about 4 p.m. on 
Monday, according to police. He lives 
on South Road near the York College 
campus in downtown Jamaica. Police 
described Gonzalez as being 5 feet 5” 
and 125 pounds. He was last seen wear-
ing gray shorts, a white t-shirt and 
black shoes.

Police released a photo of Gonzalez 
and are encouraging anyone with any 
information as to his whereabouts to 
call the NYPD Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1 (800) 577-TIPS or 1 (888)-57-PISTA 
for Spanish. People can also submit 
tips online at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com.

Police were searching for a woman 
suspected of committing grand larceny 
in College Point.  

On Aug. 31 at 5:39 p.m. video sur-
veillance shows the suspect in Forever 
21, located on 40-24 College Point Blvd., 
stealing a wallet from a 24 year-old vic-
tim, police said. 

The suspect, who was pushing a 
baby carriage, followed the 24 year-old 
victim from behind and snatched the 
wallet, which contained $2,000, from 
her backpack, according to police. 

Police are describing the suspect as 
a black female, approximately 40 years-
old, 5-foot-8 inches tall, 230 pounds 
with long black curly hair. She was last 
seen wearing a blue dress with white 
stripes, according to police. 

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477)

CORONA - He was killed early Mon-
day morning after riding along the left 
shoulder of the Grand Central Park-
way in the vicinity of 111th Street, ac-
cording to the NYPD. The man, whose 
identity was not released pending fam-
ily notification, was struck by a Mazda 
MPV minivan and died at the scene, 

police said. 
The 33-year-old driver of the van 

remained at the scene and no charges 
were filed. The rider becomes the 17th 
cyclist killed in 2016, compared to 11 
death through August 2015, according 
to advocates. 

Williams Gonzalez was reported as missing 
Sept. 5. Courtesy NYPD

Cyclist struck and killed by van in Corona

Police searching for alleged wallet snatcher 

NYPD seeks missing Jamaica man

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE OF RECORD OF DECISION
and notice of availability of Final Environmental 

Assessment and Department of Transportation Section 4(f) 
Evaluation for TWA Flight Center Hotel Project 

John F. Kennedy International Airport, Queens, New York
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA),
and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) has issued a Final Environmental
Assessment and DOT Section 4(f) Evaluation, Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) and Record of Decision for the TWA Flight Center 
Hotel Project at John F. Kennedy International Airport, Queens, 
New York. Copies of these documents are available at the following
locations, and may also be viewed online at http://www.panynj.gov/
about/studies-reports.html

The Port Authority of NY & NJ The  Port Authority of NY & NJ
John F. Kennedy International Airport Aviation Department
Building 14/PA 4 World Trade Center/
Administration Building 150 Greenwich Street
3rd Floor 18th Floor
Queens, NY 11430 New York, NY 10006
Attn: Jim Steven Attn: Edward Knoesel
Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

The Final Environmental Assessment responds to all of the requirements
of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for preparation of an
Environmental Assessment pursuant to NEPA, and also documents
compliance with Federal Executive Orders 11988 and 13690: Floodplain
Management; Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act;
and, the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, Section 4(f).  

Police are looking for this woman in connec-
tion with a stolen wallet containing $2,000.  

NYPD

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

The city has postponed the 
Oct. 1 opening for the homeless 
shelter in Maspeth, according 
to state Assemblywoman Mar-
garet Markey (D-Maspeth). 

After phone conversations 
with Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Tuesday and with Human Re-
sources Administration Com-
missioner Stephen Banks, 
who oversees the Department 
of Homeless Services, Wednes-
day afternoon, Markey said 
the city will not move forward 
with the original date.  She 
said City Hall will continue to 
evaluate the plan and the pro-
gram to convert the Holiday 
Inn Express on 55th Road.

“This postponement gives 
us the opportunity to continue 
to bring pressure on the city to 
change its plan for Maspeth,” 
Markey said. “With Commu-
nity Board 5’s review still un-
derway, we still have not seen 
answers to our continuing 
concerns about the location of 
the facility, the track record 

of the proposed provider and 
details about the financial ar-
rangement between the city, 
Acacia Network and the hotel 
owner.”

Markey was booed during 
last week’s CB5 public hearing 
at the Knockdown Center even 
after it was announced that 
she had joined Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) and state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) in 
filing a lawsuit against the city 
to stop the opening of the shel-
ter because it violates several 
city administrative codes.

Markey had reached out 
to City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer shortly after the 
shelter proposal surfaced last 
month to ask for his help in 
examining the proposal. The 
outreach resulted in a meeting 
with Stringer and elected and 
civic leaders. At the time he 
explained his role in review-
ing a contract for the facility 
once it was submitted. As of 
Wednesday Stringer has yet to 
receive a contract for the pro-

posed facility.
“This is just political the-

ater,” said Brian Barnwell, 
Markey’s opponent in Tues-
day’s Democratic primary. 
“Look, the comptroller hasn’t 
received the paperwork, so 
there’s no way they can move 
people in on Oct. 1. This is just 
Markey taking a victory lap.”

The Department of Home-

less Services  confirmed the 
delay.

“As we announced at two 
community forums, we are 
continuing to review the pro-
posal, and the start date will 
be determined as a result of 
the review,” DHS spokeswom-
anLauren Gray said.

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), who 

marched with protestors in 
Maspeth Aug. 27, is calling for 
a federal probe into the owner 
of the Holiday Inn Express, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and DHS 
to make sure there is “no ille-
gal activity taking place.” In 
a letter, he asked  Manhattan 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara 
to investigate the deal because 
motel owner Harshad Patel 
was involved in a 2011 bribery 
scandal.

“I recently learned that five 
years ago, Mr. Patel openly ad-
mitted to paying a former state 
elected official more than 
$20,000 to get that official to 
effect a zoning change in his 
favor,” Avella wrote in his let-
ter to Bharara. “I ask that you 
investigate this situation to 
ensure there is no illegal activ-
ity taking place with respect 
to the Holiday Inn Express, or 
any other hotels owned by Mr. 
Patel.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Maspeth residents who protest nightly have something to cheer as the 
city postpones the opening date for a homeless shelter on 55th Road. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Maspeth shelter opening postponed by city: Markey
Challenger Brian Barnwell calls delay political theater ahead of Democratic primary
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The impact of the attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter is still felt 15 years later in Queens, where streets 
have been named for people who died that day and 
families gather quietly to remember the loved ones 
who perished.  The shock wave that shattered Queens 
after two planes hit the Twin Towers ripples through 
our neighborhoods again on every anniversary as a 
reminder of the more than 200 firefighters, police 
officers and workers from Queens we lost when the 
buildings collapsed.

  Fifteen years later more names have been added 
to the list: the first responders who worked on the 
pile at the World Trade Center searching for remains 
of the victims without knowing that the dust could be 
lethal.  The Zadroga Act finally passed in Congress 
this year, extending by 75 years the health benefits 
and compensation due to those who have developed 
cancer and other illnesses from their rescue work at 
the site.

  As Sept. 11 approaches, Queens prepares for a 
number of observances that have become a tradition 
in the borough as a way for communities to honor 
their heroes and tend those left behind.  These now 
familiar rituals help all of us mark the darkest day 
for the borough and mend.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 9

FLUSHING

State Sen. Tony Avella places wreaths for fallen 9/11 
heroes,Iraq War heroes at over 25 sites
Start: 8: 30 a.m., 9/11 Memorial Park
154th St. and 26th Ave. 
 
MASPETH

11 a.m.
9/11 memorial service
Maspeth Memorial Park
8:30 a.m., 9th St and Grand Ave.

ASTORIA

2 p.m.
Street co-naming, New York State Court Office Lt. 
Theodore Leoutsakos, Corner of 29th St. and 21st 
Ave.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 10

GLENDALE

3 p.m.
Day of Remembrance
9/11 Memorial Garden

Dry Harbor Playground, Myrtle Ave. and 80th St.
WOODSIDE 

5 p.m.
9/11 - Patriot Day candlelight gathering
Doughboy Park Patriots
Corner 56th St. and Woodside Ave.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 11

FLUSHING

11:30 a.m.
Memorial Service and flag placement
Free Synagogue of Flushing  Religious School
136-23 Stanford Ave., Flushing

OZONE PARK

1:30 p.m.
9/11 Motorcycle Run in memory of Richard Allen 
Pearlman
Resort World Casino
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., Ozone Park
Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance Corps

COLLEGE POINT

1:30 p.m.
Memorial Concert
Poppenhusen Institute
114-4 14th Road

GLEN OAKS

2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Sept. 11 Memorial Community Gathering
Tribute Triangle Park
75th Ave. and Little Neck Parkway

RIDGEWOOD 

4 p.m.
Memorial Concert
St. Matthias Church
58-15 Catalpa Ave.

MIDDLE VILLAGE

7 p.m.
Juniper Park Civic Association Candelight Vigil 
ballfields -78th and Juniper Blvd. South

BAYSIDE HILLS

7 p.m.
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Previous generations of 
subway riders would have 
no problems with 16 of 6,300 
cars operating without func-
tioning air conditioning as 
recently reported.

The air conditioned buses 
and subway cars that we all 
take for granted today were 
virtually non existent dur-
ing the time of the 1964-65 
Worlds Fair.

Air conditioned buses 
were still a novelty. It was 
not until 1966 that New York 
City Transit first purchased 
over 600 buses with this new 
feature. Subsequently, all 
new buses would include air 
conditioning. By the early 

1990’s, 100% of the bus fleet 
was air conditioned.

In 1967, NYC Transit 
introduced the first 10 air 
conditioned subway cars op-
erating on the old IND line.  
It was not until 1975 that air 
conditioned subway cars 
were introduced on the old 
IRT lines. It took until 1982 
to retrofit all the original 
IRT “Redbird” series sub-
way cars. By 1993, 99% of 
the NYC 6,000 subway cars 
were air conditioned with 
the exception of a handful 
running on the #7 Flushing 
line.

Larry Penner

Last week, Mayor de Blasio 
signed into law two bills that 
take important strides toward 
supporting both paid caregiv-
ers and unpaid family caregiv-
ers in an aging New York City.

That’s great news, and 
it can’t come soon enough. 
Across the state, nearly 2.6 mil-
lion unpaid family caregivers 
help make it possible for older 
adults and loved ones to live 
independently at home—and 
at a much lower cost to taxpay-
ers than if they had to move 
to institutional care settings. 
As our population continues 
to rapidly age—and especially 
since the number of potential 
family caregivers can’t keep 

pace—we will need to make 
sure caregivers have the sup-
port they need.

And that’s what New York-
ers want. An AARP-commis-
sioned survey found eight of 
every 10 city voters 50 and 
older felt strongly that elected 
officials should make support 
for family caregivers a prior-
ity.

Family caregivers help 
their older loved ones with 
medications and medical care, 
meals, bathing and dressing, 
chores and much more. And 
they do this all while often 
putting their own needs last, 
with many juggling full- or 
part-time jobs.

The two new laws require 
the Department for the Aging 
to identify the needs of unpaid 
caregivers and develop a com-
prehensive plan to address 
those needs, and to establish 
a new Division of Paid Care 
within the Office of Labor 
Standards. 

Those are great steps, but 
this year’s city budget did not 
include adequate funding for 
services to help New Yorkers 
age independently at home. 
The next step for our city lead-
ers is to make sure next year’s 
city budget does.

Beth Finkel
State Director

READERS WRITE

Caregivers need our supportMTA keeps it cool

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens by writing
 a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or comments to

 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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T
o everything there is 
a season, especially if 
you’re a household pest: 
A time for mice, a time 

for ants. A time to eat wood, a 
time to suck blood. And a time 
for all those roaches under ov-
ens.

No one knows this better 
than the experienced extermi-
nator.

“There’s a different insect 
or problem every month,” 
says Sam Ramos, proprietor of 
Above and Beyond Pest Man-
agement in Rockaway Park, 
doing business citywide but 
mostly in Brooklyn. 

If this is April, it must be 
termite season. May? Carpen-
ter bees. And which pest pops 
inside in November?

Hint: It is a creature that 
was much beloved by Walt Dis-
ney.

Hint #2: It is not a duck.
How do I know all this?
I had a long, meandering 

conversation with Sam, my 

savior. Six months ago, when 
I could no longer convince 
myself it was my imagination 
that little brown things were 
running for cover every time 
I turned on the kitchen light, I 
sat down at my computer and 
did what any full-blooded New 
Yorker does at such a time.

I vowed never to leave a 
single dish a single second 
in the sink ever again if only 
someone would come and 
make my home undepressing 
again.

Then I called a couple of 
exterminators I found online, 
and one of them—Sam—
sounded positively jubilant. 

“Roaches? Piece of cake!” 
he said. 

He told me they’re easy to 
get rid of, and guaranteed his 
work for six months.

Since it is now six months 
later and I can still turn on the 
kitchen light without scream-
ing, I wondered if he’d spill 
the beans (and then carefully 
clean them up) about the rest 
of New York and its infesta-
tions.

That’s when I learned about 
the Seasons of the Pest.

Right now, says Sam, we 
are in the midst of stinging 
season, which began in July. 
But because this summer has 
been so outrageously hot and 

humid, he has also been get-
ting out-of-season calls about 
roaches. Not just ordinary 
roaches. 

“In 22 years I’ve only seen 
them fly once,” he told me. 
“That was maybe 15 years 
ago. And now they’re flying 
again.” 

Great. 
This summer may also be re-

membered, at least by Sam, for 
its millipede and centipede ex-
plosion. These leggy pests tend 
to be more of an issue in homes 
made of brick, he said, because 
bricks are porous, “and with 
humidity, they actually sweat.” 
Out come their inhabitants. For 
folks who live in brick houses, 
Sam recommends a dehumidi-
fier. “It’s a small investment 
and it’ll save your home. Water 
is the enemy.”

Once fall arrives, the sting-
ing insects drop off and in 
many places, the ants do, too. 

“But what if you have a 
heat-radiant floor?” asks Sam. 
It’s nice and warm for ants, 
too. For an easy mnemonic 
think: Radi-ANT heat.

In October and Novem-
ber, rodents come in from the 
cold. Waterbugs show up, too, 
because that’s when the heat 
goes on. 

“Once the pipes get hot they 
can’t nest in the walls, so they 

tend to come out around the 
radiators,” says Sam. 

And then everything that 
needs to stay toasty inside 
does—or the rest of the winter. 
(Unless Sam gets there.) 

Come April, he says, “When 
one day it’s 40 and then one 
day it’s 70 and everybody puts 
their shorts on and heads to 
the park? That’s termite day,” 
says Sam. They swarm. This 
can be outside the house or — 
OMG— inside.

In May the carpenter bees 
bore into the underside of 
decks, mating as they go. And 
pretty soon it’s summer with 
the stinging things again.

The good news is that 
New Yorkers’ two biggest en-
emies—roaches and bedbugs 
– are no longer the intractable 
problems they were. A new 
poison embedded in delicious 
(to roaches) gel is doubly effec-

tive: It kills the roaches and 
then kills (put down your fork) 
the roaches that eat them.

And after 15 or 20 years of 
trying to kill bedbugs, exter-
minators have finally come up 
with a poison that does the job 
without accidentally sending 
the bloodsuckers scattering. 
Since bedbugs are generally 
happy right there in the bed, 
targeted killing means that’s 
where they die, and people 
don’t have to throw out all 
their belongings anymore, 
because the bugs never scram-
bled away. 

I asked Sam how it feels 
to rid the city of pests. He an-
swered with a story:

He was once called in to 
treat a six-story building over-
run by bedbugs because of an 
earlier mis-treatment (mis-
treat and they scatter), even in 
the walls. He did the job and 
then, he moved into an apart-
ment there. 

“The neighbors love me,” 
he said. “It’s like having a doc-
tor in the house.”

Seasons come, seasons go. 
But a good exterminator pas-
seth all understanding.

Lenore Skenazy is the au-
thor and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, and 
a contributor at Reason.com. 

COLUMNS

In New York, every season has its pest

Could a third-party candidate become president?

A
s the 2016 presidential 
campaign continues to-
ward Election Day, Nov. 
8, certain things stand 

out. Both major candidates, 
Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton, are among the old-
est candidates to run for that 
office. It might be a good idea 
for both candidates to release 
their recent medical records.

The presence of third party 
candidates gives another po-
litical dimension to the cam-
paign considering that both 

Trump and Clinton have high 
negative ratings among the 
voting population. The third 
party candidates should do 
better than usual, especially 
Gary Johnson of the Libertar-
ian Party. Johnson, a former 
Republican governor of New 
Mexico, is optimistic about his 
chances of making a respect-
able showing.

However every vote the 
third party candidates get 
means one less for the two 
major candidates. Third party 
candidates have little chance 
of winning the election, but 
they definitely have an effect 
on the final results. If Bernie 
Sanders had run as a third 
party candidate, it would have 
been an even more exciting 
race.

The issues this year are sig-

nificantly different from past 
presidential elections. Immi-
gration, national security and 
trade are being emphasized 
much more than in the past.

Immigration, especially, 
has usually been spoken of in 
terms of providing more secu-
rity on our southwestern bor-
der. It was not the type of issue 
that it is today that has debates 
about building a wall on our 
southwest border to keep ille-
gal aliens out and also stop the 
amount of illegal drugs enter-
ing our country.

There are also debates 
about returning illegal aliens 
to their native countries. The 
question of accepting refugees 
from the Middle East wars is 
also part of the discussion.

There has not been any ma-
jor change in our immigration 

laws since 1965, when the law 
was changed to allow third 
world immigrants to come to 
the United States.

The issue of national se-
curity in terms of protecting 
our homeland from terrorist 
attack is becoming more and 
more important. Terrorist at-
tacks continued after 9/11 and 
are now a serious threat.

This year trade between 
our nation and other nations 
is being examined carefully 
from the standpoint that for-
eign trade should be done for 
the purpose of furthering the 
American economy. For the 
last several years some man-
ufacturing companies have 
been moving out of our coun-
try with the result of a signifi-
cant amount of American blue 
collar workers losing their 

jobs.
One issue that strongly af-

fects our type of government is 
that our next president will be 
nominating several Supreme 
Court Justices. Whether these 
judges are conservative or lib-
eral will depend upon who the 
president is at the time.

Regarding the outcome of 
the 2016 presidential election, 
each major candidate has a far 
different program than his op-
ponent.

The results of the U.S. 
House and U.S. Senate races 
are also major considerations. 
This year brings the most im-
portant presidential campaign 
in many years.

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

Roaches and 
bedbugs are 
no longer the 

intractable 
problems they 

were.
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REGISTRATION
The League that feels all children 
should be playing and having fun

Baseball for boys & girls 
ages 4–17

We also offer girls softball

To register your child,  
go to our website

BaysideLittleLeague.com
We accept Checks, Money Orders  

and Credit Cards.

Where long-time memories 
and lifetime friendships begin

The Club House
25-32 168th Street 

Lower Level

A 
new school year will 
begin this week.  This 
should mean that our 
public school class-

rooms are prepared to opti-
mize student learning.   Unfor-
tunately, the city’s education 
and political establishment 
continues to introduce poli-
cies that erode school “dis-
ciplinary codes” and “social 
promotion” protocols that un-
dermine teachers’ efforts in 
the classroom and students’ 
ability to learn. 

The deleterious policy of 
“social promotion” guarantee-
ing children will be pushed 
into the next grade even when 
not achieving at grade level 
had fortunately been aban-

doned during the Bloomberg 
administration. Moving a 
child into a grade for which he 
is unprepared does a great dis-
service to both the child and 
the classroom.  City Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
has said social promotion will 
be reinstated in kindergarten 
through second grade.  And 
contrary to claims made by 
some officials in the Depart-
ment of Education social pro-
motion now appears to be on 
the rise once again in the up-
per grades.  A report by the 
student advocacy group Stu-
dentsFirst NY revealed that 
at 200 New York City schools, 
where fewer than 10 percent 
of students passed their state 
exams in math or English, 90 
percent still received passing 
grades and moved up to the 
next grade.

Adding insult to injury in 
the classroom experience is 
the de Blasio administration’s 
policy on student suspensions.  
The administration views 

the suspension numbers as 
being “discriminatory” and 
“racially imbalanced.”  This 
has led to the administration’s 
mandate calling for a reduced 
number of suspensions, re-
gardless of student behavior.  
By tinkering with the Disci-
pline Code in early 2015, it has 
made it virtually impossible 
for teachers and principals to 
suspend students for behavior 
that in the past would have led 
to a suspension.

By making it harder to 
suspend, the convoluted logic 
means fewer students are sus-
pended, allowing the DOE to 
tout its “success” at lowering 
suspension rates and making 
schools less disruptive.  Since 
most suspensions are minority 
students, the lower suspension 
rates fit neatly into an admin-
istration narrative fixated on 
racially driven data. The ad-
ministration now claims “suc-
cess” by showing suspensions 
were down 31.7 percent in 2015 
as compared with 2014.

After creating an illusion 
of “improved suspension num-
bers,” as proof of improving 
school conditions, the mayor 
recently announced the com-
plete elimination of all sus-
pensions for schoolchildren 
in lower grades. The mayor’s 
suspension policies have even 
drawn the ire of UFT President 
Michael Mulgrew, who rarely 
finds fault with anything this 
administration does on educa-
tion policy.

The mayor’s new policy 
directives require princi-
pals to receive approval from 
DOE bureaucrats in order to 
implement a suspension for 
“classroom insubordination” 
which historically has been 
the primary violation leading 
to a suspension.  Virtually any 
behavior short of physical con-
frontation no longer consti-
tutes grounds for suspension.  
Instead, principals are asked 
to utilize a new approach 
which comes with a new buzz-
word: “Restorative Justice.”  

This means asking students to 
“think really hard about what 
they have done,” or to write a 
note of apology or an essay ex-
plaining why their behavior 
was wrong.  These feel-good 
measures that coddle disrup-
tive students will do little to 
correct chronic bad behavior 
and will certainly exacerbate 
insubordination, and create 
more obstacles for teachers 
and students concerned about 
creating an environment con-
ducive to learning.

This administration has 
long been muddled by an agen-
da that focuses on false issues 
instead of objective reality.   
Since de Blasio promised a 
turnaround in our city class-
rooms, results have not been 
encouraging and marginal 
at best.  While New York City 
public school expenditures 
amount to a staggering $21,000 
per pupil annually, we taxpay-
ers have very little to show for 
it.

COLUMNS

Lack of discipline harms all city students
Bob 

Friedrich
n

On Point
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

School districts in Queens varied in 
terms of the numbers of students who 
experienced homelessness in the 2014-
15 school year, according to a new re-
port released by a nonprofit.

“On the Map: The Atlas of Student 
Homelessness,” released by the Insti-
tute for Children, Poverty and Home-
lessness, measured a wide array of 
markers for New York students who 
were homeless, including the number 
of students who had received Individu-
al Education Plans late, the number of 
English language learners and the sus-
pension rates for homeless students.

“With more and more children ex-
periencing homelessness, it is vitally 
important to understand the unique 
challenges that homeless students face 
and the interventions and opportuni-
ties available to meet their needs,” the 
executive summary of the report read.

District 25, which includes Flushing 
and Whitestone and District 26, which 
includes Bayside, Little Neck, Fresh 
Meadows and Floral Park, had the 
lowest student homeless rates of any 
school districts in the city. District 29, 
which includes Hollis and Queens Vil-
lage, had the highest homeless student 
population of any district in Queens,  
although it was only the 19th highest 

percentage per district in the city out 
of 32 districts.

According to the report, District 
29 includes 462 shelter units and four 
family shelters, while Districts 25 and 
26 do not include any. However, stu-

dents living in a certain shelter may 
not necessarily attend school in that 
same district.

Other Queens district fared some-
what better than District 29. District 
30, which includes Astoria and Long Is-

land City, ranked 23 out of 32 districts 
measuring percentage of students 
who were homeless, while District 24, 
which includes Sunnyside, Ridgewood, 
Elmhurst and Corona, was listed as 
the district with the 24th highest rate. 
District 28, which includes Rego Park, 
Forest Hills and Briarwood, and Dis-
trict 27, which includes Woodhaven, 
Ozone Park and Howard Beach, were 
ranked 27 and 28, respectively.

Citywide, the analysis found that 
one out of every eight students enrolled 
in a city public school in the 2014-15 
year had experienced homelessness in 
the past five school years. It found that 
if all the students who experienced 
homelessness were included in their 
own district, it would be of a compa-
rable size to the unified district of San 
Diego, Calif., and greater than unified 
districts in Seattle and Boston.

The study also concluded that sec-
tions of the Bronx suffer most acutely 
from student homelessness. Nearly 20 
percent of homeless city public school 
students were enrolled in schools in 
Districts 9 and 10, which included the 
Highbridge and Fordham areas in the 
Bronx.

The full report is available online 
at www.icphusa.org/Publications/Re-
ports.

An atlas of student homelessness shows the Queens school district that includes Flushing 
and Whitestone.  Courtesy of ICPH

Student homelessness varies through boro

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Fri 11am-4pm
Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

“LET’S MAKE A DEAL”
FOR THE FAIREST PRICES ON LONG ISLAND
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Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

on select purchases of  
Hunter Douglas 

window fashions with  
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

A lifelong resident of Kew Gardens 
and Richmond Hill is calling out au-
thor and radio personality Garrison 
Keillor on behalf of over 2.3 million of 
his fellow Queens residents not named 
Donald Trump. 

JT Woods, 50, a free-lance artist, 
actor and musician, wrote Keillor de-
manding an apology last week after 
reading his “Open Letter to Donald 
Trump” op-ed that went viral on the 
Internet.

“I read his snotty little thing and it 
annoyed me greatly,” Woods said. “I’ve 
always been a huge fan of his Prairie 
Home Companion on the radio, but 
now I want to know, why is he picking 
on Queens? We’ve done nothing wrong 

to this person.”
When Keillor did not respond, 

Woods put his letter on social media 
creating quite a stir of his own. It be-
gan with Keillor’s strong rebuke of the 
Queens-born Trump in a Washington 
Post guest column Aug. 31.

“The New York Times treats you 
like a village idiot. This is painful for 
a Queens boy trying to win respect 
in Manhattan where the Times is the 
Supreme Liberal Jewish Anglican 
Arbiter of Who Has The Smarts and 
What Goes Where,” Keillor wrote in 
an open-letter format to Trump. “You 
are Queens. The casinos were totally 
Queens, the gold faucets in your tri-
plex, the bragging, the insults, but you 
wanted to be liked by Those People.”

BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Museum abruptly 
closed on Saturday, Sept. 3, and will 
not reopen until the Sept. 11 conclu-
sion of the US Open at the U.S. Tennis 
Center in Flushing Meadow Corona 
Park. The parking lots on either side of 
the museum are being used as a stag-
ing area for the NYPD and the plaza in 
front on Meridian Road is being used 
as a checkpoint where police officers 
inspect cars bringing fans to matches.

“As many of you know, the museum 
is located only a few hundred feet from 
the US Open,” a statement read. “Due 
to the heightened security for the ten-
nis tournament, access to the museum 
is affected. We apologize for the incon-
venience.”

The NYPD would not provide spe-
cific security details, but its numbers 
have been augmented this year with 
the newly created Critical Response 
Command joining the Emergency Ser-
vices Unit as well as the Counter Ter-
rorism Unit.

“The museum cited several rea-
sons for this decision,” a citywide 
event coordination and management 
spokeswoman for the de Blasio admin-
istration said. “The city will continue 
working closely with our neighbors, 
like the Queens Museum, to ensure se-
curity and accessibility during large-
scale events.”

As part of a $600 million overhaul, 
scheduled for completion in 2018, the 
U.S. Tennis Association built a new 
Grandstand Stadium adjacent to the 
museum’s north parking lot. USTA Di-

rector of Corporate Communications 
Brendan McIntyre, said he was sur-
prised by the museum’s decision.

“We’ve worked with the NYPD to 
ensure the safety of our fans and visi-
tors and in no way shape or form did 
we intend for the museum to close,” he 
said. “Neither the USTA or the NYPD 
asked them to close.” 

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferre-
ras-Copeland (D-East Elmhurst), who 
brokered the 2013 community benefits 
deal that allowed the USTA expansion, 
will organize a meeting with all par-
ties once the US Open is over.

“While we are excited to have the 
US Open in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, the USTA and NYPD must work 
with all of the park’s institutions -- in-
cluding the Queens Museum and the 
Queens Theater -- to ensure they are 
not negatively impacted by the tourna-
ment,” Ferreras-Copeland said. “We 
must come together to create a mutu-

A heavy presence by the NYPD leads to the 
Queens Museum to close its doors for the 
duration of the U.S. Open in Flushing Meadow 
Corona Park. Photo by Michael O'Kane

Kew Gardens man demands
a Garrison Keillor apology

Queens Museum closed 
through end of US Open

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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718-225-5252
40-31 235 STREET, DOUGLASTON, NY 11363

WWW.PATTISCHMIDTDANCE.COM

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip-hop • Company • Nutcracker • Pointe • Combo • Acro • Stretch • Boy Classes • Zumba

8

llet • Hip-hop • Company • Nutcra

REGISTER NOW
in person 

Sat. Sept. 3 & 10th 11:00 - 12:00 Noon
Tues. Sept.6 & 13th 6:30 -7:30 PM

or Call 718-225-5252

CLASSES BEGIN SEPT. 15TH

It’s Never to Late to Start Dancing
Enroll Now for Fall Classes & Experience The Joy of Dance

Patti Schmidt  
DANCE & EXERCISE CENTER

Serving the 
community
since 1956
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BY BILL PARRY

As temperatures head into 
the 90s this weekend beaches 
and public pools will remain 
open after City Council fund-
ing allowed the city Parks De-
partment to extend the sum-
mer swimming season an extra 
six days. Labor Day weekend, 
the traditional end of sum-
mer, was spoiled by Tropical 
Storm Hermine, which never 
reached shore but created life-
threatening rip currents along 
the Queens shoreline.

The city banned swimming, 
surfing and bathing through 
Tuesday. In Rockaway the 
NYPD and Parks Department 
police forced swimmers and 
surfers from the water while 
the beaches and boardwalk re-
mained open to the public.

At Boarders on the Board-
walk at Beach 97th Street 
Monday, a saleswoman said it 
was by far the roughest surf of 
the season, but business was 
not a bust on Labor Day.

“A lot of people came out to 
see the waves and so we had 
a surprisingly busy day,” she 
said at the souvenir shop that 
also rents out surf boards and 
bikes. “It wasn’t a typically 
busy Labor Day, for sure, but it 
wasn’t the worst either.”

The City Council provided 

$1.7 million to fund lifeguards, 
maintenance workers and 
other parks staff for the ad-
ditional week at beaches and 
outdoor pools.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
kicked off his third year of 
participatory budgeting in 
which residents of Woodside, 
Sunnyside, Long Island City, 
Dutch Kills and parts of Asto-
ria will decide how $1 million 
will be spent. Last year more 
that 3,600 people took part in 
the process that ultimately 
allocated $1.8 million to the 
six most popular projects.

“Over the last two years, 
our Participatory Budgeting 
initiative has delivered over 
$3.3 million in real results for 
our community,” Van Bramer 
said. “Participatory budgeting 
gives our communities real 
power to implement change 
and have a greater say in the 
governance of our city.”

In September and Octo-
ber, stakeholders gather at 
neighborhood assemblies to 
brainstorm ideas for capi-
tal projects. Then volunteer 
budget delegates work with 

Van Bramer’s office and city 
agencies to turn community 
ideas into real, implement-
able projects.

In the spring neighborhood 
residents vote on their favor-
ite projects and the winning 
ones receive full funding. In 
the past two years, winning 
projects have included a spe-
cial needs playground at P4 
in Long Island City, basket-
ball court renovations at Ra-
venswood and Queensbridge 
houses, pedestrian safety up-
grades in Dutch Kills, acces-
sibility for the Sunnyside and 
Woodside libraries, and more.

The first of seven neigh-
borhood assemblies will take 
place at Woodside on the 
Move, located at 39-42 59th St., 
Thursday, Sept. 15, at 6 p.m.

“This year I hope to build 
on the successes of the previ-
ous two participatory budget-
ing cycles and have even more 
people generate ideas, serve 
as budget delegates, and get 
out to vote for their favorite 
projects,” Van Bramer said. 

Rip currents from Tropical Storm Hermine ruins the Labor Day weekend 
for Rockaway beachgoers but the swimming season is extended through 
Sunday. Photo by Bill Parry

Van Bramer launches
participatory budgeting

City beaches, pools remain open
through Sunday’s end of season

Monday & Thursday 10am-7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 1pm-6pm 
Sunday 12-4pm

718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, New York

DINETTE 
& FURNITURE CENTER

PRICES SLASHED!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

STORE CLOSING!STORE CLOSING!
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Saturday, September 17th at 2:00PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00 AM
-Children 10 & under FREE-
Refreshments provided

After the Run 
Join us for a 

Memorial Service to 
REMEMBER 

the First Responders of
9/11 and Those who Died

Working on the Pile

For information contact: Ed Horn at 718 278 3240

Registration Available Online at: 
www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

Remember Me Run And Memorial Service At  St. Michaels
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BY BILL PARRY

In his final crime press 
briefing before retiring later 
this month, NYPD Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton announced 
the city has experienced the 
safest summer in modern his-
tory. There were 1,610 crimes 
reported during the months of 
June, July and August, a de-
crease of 5 percent compared 
with the same time period in 
2015. 

It also marks a 73 percent 
decrease compared to the same 
period in 1994, the initial year 
the Compstat  crime-tracking 
system was implemented dur-
ing Bratton’s first tenure lead-
ing the NYPD.

“Detractors said it couldn’t 
be done. We have further re-
duced violence and serious 
crime across this city, yet 
again,” Bratton said. “The 
tremendous focus on a small 
group of criminals has re-
sulted in these unprecedented 
declines in crime -- as violence 
has increased in other Ameri-

can cities significantly. To the 
men and women of this depart-
ment, thank you for what you 
do every day to make this the 
safest big city in America.”

For the month of August 
2016, each category of index 
crime experienced a decrease, 
resulting in 957 fewer total in-
dex crimes reported, or a 9 per-
cent reduction compared with 
August 2015. Murder is down 
once crime , or -2.9 percent for 
the month of August 2016, com-
pared with August 2015.

Also for the month of Au-
gust 2016: rape is down 10 
crimes, or 6.7 percent; robbery 
is down 247 crimes, or =15 per-
cent; felonious assault is down 
162 crimes, or 7.6 percent; bur-
glary is down 289 crimes, or 20 
percent; grand larceny is down 
224 crimes, or 5.4 percent; and 
grand larceny auto is down 23 
crimes, or 3.3 percent. 

“Our city just experienced 
the safest summer since the 
NYPD broke ground with 
Compstat more than two de-
cades ago. It is clear from our 

success this summer that 
neighborhood policing works,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“Commissioner Bill Bratton 
has helped make our city the 
safest big city in America. We 
owe the commissioner an ex-

traordinary debt of gratitude 
for the lives he has saved and 
the security he has brought to 
neighborhoods across our five 
boroughs.”

For further context, there 
were 1,946 murders in 1993. 

There were 352 murders in 
2015. In calculating the an-
nual reductions in murders 
over the ensuing two decades, 
it can be inferred that nearly 
28,800 fewer murders have oc-
curred in New York City since 
Bratton first implemented 
Compstat with the late-Jack 
Maple  in 1994, according to 
law enforcement officials. The 
mayor called the figure a theo-
retical construct that serves 
to illustrate how much the 
city has changed since 1994, a 
course he does not see shifting 
as the NYPD transitions to a 
new leader.

“While the achievements 
of Commissioner Bratton can 
never be replicated, I have 
never been more confident in 
the future of the NYPD than I 
am today knowing that Chief 
Jimmy O’Neill will continue 
the department’s focus on pre-
cision and neighborhood po-
licing as we deepen the bond 
between officers and the com-
munities they serve and pro-
tect,” de Blasio said. 

NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton presents his final crime briefing before 
retirement hailing the safest summer in the city's modern history. 

Courtesy of Mayor's Office/Rob Bennett

Bratton holds fi nal crime briefi ng before retiring
City experiences the safest summer in modern history with decreases in every category

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for the fi rst ever Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Deadline for Nominations is September 23, 2016.

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in January 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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Affordable health insurance for children 
under 19.

See top-quality providers, close to home.

Checkups, dental care, hospital care, 
and more!

��Fidelis Care is a top-rated plan in the 
2015 New York State Consumer’s Guide 
to Medicaid and Child Health Plus.�

Child Health Plus
with Fidelis Care
�����

1-888-FIDELIS
�������	
���

(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, 
including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through 
���������	
����������������������������������������� 
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

@ f i d e l i s c a r e

How much does Child Health Plus cost?
Coverage may be free or as little as $9 each month, based on 
household income. For families at full premium level, Fidelis Care 
	������	���	
�����	��������������������!

How do I enroll my child?
Through NY State of Health at nystateofhealth.ny.gov. Apply by 
the 15th of the month to have coverage for your child on the 1st of 
the following month.

Fidelis Care is in your community!
"�����#%��������!	�&'#�%��	�����	�������
	������	��(���)�	����
nearest to you.

For more information, visit

NYC.gov/EmergencyManagement
or call 311.

Free preparedness fairs, events and workshops 
throughout the five boroughs

Family day at the Bronx Zoo on Sunday, Sept. 18
 

Family day at the Staten Island
Children’s Museum on Saturday, Sept. 24

and much more!

Join NYC Emergency Management to learn how to 
prepare for all types of emergencies.

September is National Preparedness Month!

Activities throughout September:

People with Medicare,
Mark Your Calendars!

Open enrollment
is October 15 to

December 7, 2016.

During this period, you can 
enroll for the first time and 
sign up for or switch your 

Medicare Prescription 
Drug Plan and/or 

Medicare Advantage Plan.

All changes are effective 
January 1, 2017.

For more information,
call 311 and

ask for “HIICAP.” 

Bill de Blasio,
Mayor

Donna M. Corrado
Commissioner
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Residents say no to hate in Jamaica Hills
Photos by Michael Shain

In the wake of three murders in the last month, Bangladeshi neighbors 
say they are afraid Muslims have become  targets of violence in Queens.

Assembly members Alicia Hyndman (l) and David Weprin, whose two districts cover Jamaica Hills, appear at 
the vigil. 

The 22-year-old man arrested in the murder rented an apartment in 
this house less than a block from the crime. A reward poster is sta-
pled to a pole out front.

Despite the arrest of a neighborhood man in the killing the night before, about 60 people appeared at a vigil 
on Normal Road, the site of the murder, to show their concern.

An anti-hate vigil called for Sunday afternoon went 
ahead as planned to convey the unease that now 
grips Muslim immigrants here.

A morbid reminder: surgical gloves left by EMT technicians 
on a lawn across the street from where the 60-year-old 
former teacher was killed.

Posters advertising a $10,000 reward for information on the identity 
of the killer are on every pole on the street where Nazam Khanam, a 
Muslim, was stabbed to death. 
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FALL 
2016 

OPEN HOUSE 
September 
10th
10am-4pm

JOIN US FOR OUR FABULOUS 
FALL OPEN HOUSE 

FREE TRIAL CLASSES, 
GAMES AND GIVEAWAYS! 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH
10AM-4PM
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60, as she was walking home 
outside 160-12 Normal Road at 
9:15 p.m. Aug. 31, according to 
police.  He allegedly demanded 
money from Khanam, who was 
in Islamic dress, and when she 
refused, he stabbed her once in 
the chest and fled, police said.

Khanam was found after 
the attack by her husband, 
Shamul Alam Khan, 67, who 
had been walking in the same 
direction a short distance be-
hind his wife. She was taken 
to Jamaica Hospital but was 
pronounced dead.

Afterwards, police released 
surveillance video of a man 
walking down Normal Road 
around the time of the attack, 
calling him a person of inter-
est. According to NYPD Chief 
of Detectives Robert Boyce, po-
lice continued to canvass the 

scene when they came across 
Galvez-Marin. Police said he 
lived on Normal Road about 
half a block from where the 
stabbing occurred.

Galvez-Marin accompa-
nied officers to the 107th Pre-
cinct, and after questioning 
him Boyce said Galvez-Marin 
admitted to attempting to rob 
Khanam, and then stabbing 
her once in the chest. Accord-
ing to Boyce, Galvez-Marin 
worked as a “busboy or a mes-
senger” at an unnamed Ital-
ian restaurant in Brooklyn, 
and police uncovered no prior 
criminal or emotional inci-
dents with the suspect. Boyce 
said he had traveled to the 
United States from Colombia 
about a year ago.

The stabbing followed the 
shooting death of the imam of 
a South Ozone Park mosque 
last month, along with his as-
sociate. Oscar Morel, 35, of 
East New York, Brooklyn, was 

arrested and was in court to 
plead not guilty last week, but 
police have not yet uncovered 
a motive and he has not been 
charged with a hate crime.

A funeral service and com-
munity gathering was held 
for Khanam Friday outside of 
the Jamaica Muslim Center. A 
blue tarp was laid in the street 
so hundreds of mourners could 
kneel and pray in the punish-
ing sunlight. Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
who represents the area, Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James and 
state Assemblywoman Alicia 
Hyndman (D-Springfield Gar-
dens), attended the event along 
with community and religious 
leaders and family members of 
the slain woman.

According to Jamaica 
Muslim Center President Mo-
hammad Rahman, Khan and 
Khanam emigrated from Ban-
gladesh seven years ago. She 
was an educator and a mother 

of three. He defended the local 
Muslim community, saying 
they had helped to improve the 
area during the prior decades.

“We came here to build 
houses and establish busi-
nesses,” he said. “I would like 
to tell the evil people…we are 
here to stay. We are here to 
build this community.”

Khanam’s son and her 
nephew, NYPD Transit Officer 
Humayun Kabir, also spoke, 
telling the audience that Khan-
am’s body would be returned to 
Bangladesh for burial. Amidst 
impassioned cries and calls for 
“justice” from the assembled 
crowd, Khalid Latif, a chap-
lain for New York University 
and the NYPD, excoriated the 
media for ignoring Khanam’s 
religion in its reporting of the 
murder and said hate crimes 
were escalating due to Donald 
Trump’s rhetoric during his 
presidential campaign.

“This is direct increase in 

Islamophobia due to this presi-
dential election,” he said. “Big-
otry against Muslims will only 
be deemed unacceptable when 
people speak out about it.”

In Jamaica Hills, commu-
nity members conducted a 
vigil Sunday at the spot where 
Khanam was killed, and Ban-
gladeshi Muslim leaders from 
across the city were in atten-
dance. Marin had been ar-
rested the night before, and 
community members who 
called for a hate crime charge 
expressed anxiety about what 
they said was the increased 
threat of violence posed to 
Muslims.

Galvez-Marin was due back 
in court Friday.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Stabbing

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

a state court ruled in favor of 
the CFE, the money has still 
not been wholly allocated even 
after a decade.

“We have to get that money 
to our children,” she said, not-

ing a particular need for tech-
nology that is sorely lacking. 
“We don’t see that across the 
board in District 10. Smart 
boards are in disrepair across 
the district. Classrooms are in 
disrepair throughout the dis-
trict.”

Adams also pointed out a 
need for criminal justice re-

form and improved police/com-
munity relations, although she 
noted that Community Board 
12 worked well with  the 103rd 
Precinct, which covers down-
town Jamaica. She said she 
was hopeful about the intro-
duction of community polic-
ing into the 103rd this fall. The 
policing practice launched in 

the 113th Precinct, which cov-
ers South Jamaica, last fall.

“We hope to have a say in 
the way we are policed and the 
way things are done,” she add-
ed, saying the trust gap most 
in need of mending involved 
young people and the police. 
“They’re afraid of police, and 
they shouldn’t be. But they’re 

afraid of being victims at any 
point in the day.”

The Democratic primary 
will be held Sept. 13.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 5 

Adams
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LATE

Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

It ended well, judging from the smiles on Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (c), 107th Precinct Deputy Inspector Paul  Valerga 
(l) and Rabbi David Winter, who oversaw a counterterrorism 
active shooter drill at the Young Israel of Hillcrest school. 

Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

It was a local celebrity crowd at Bourbon Street, the res-
taurant on Bell Boulveard that was celebratinvg the first 
anniversary of a popular, new roof-top bar and dining area 
on the top floor. That's TimesLedger Publisher Brian Rice 
secomd from left.  Courtesy of Bourbon Street

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky and Assemblyman Ron Kim 
have coaxed $230,000 out of the state budget to reno-
vate the aging lobby of the YMCA in Flushing on Northern 
Boulevard.

Power-washing  graffiti away on 23rd Street in Astoria is City Council member Costa Constantinides. He has found more 
than $200,000 in street clean-up money this year, he says.  Courtesy of Council member Constantinides

Volunteers begin to reintroduce oysters — 50,000 of them — 
to Jamaica Bay over the Labor Day weekend, a $1.3-million 
project funded by the city and feds. New York Harbor was 
full of oysters until the early 20th century, when over-har-
vesting killed them off.  Courtesy of DEP

State Sen. Leroy Comrie kicks off Senior Appreciation 
Month, a fixture in Southeast Queens for many years, at a 
big rally last week.  Twitter

Getting a chance to get their picture taken with the next 
police commissioner, Chief of Department James O'Neill, at 
the West Indian Day Parade are three young cops from the 
Richmond Hill precinct.  Twitter
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CALL FOR UPDATED REGISTRATION HOURS
OPEN HOUSE: Sat, Sept 10th from 11am to 3pm 

(FREE classes, demos, raffl es, prizes, tour the studio, meet the staff and enroll)

Classical Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~Musical Theater 
Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Salsa Caleña ~ Jumps & Turns  

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes  
Drama and Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons ~ Competitive Dance Team

Voted Best 
Children’s 

Gymnastics

Voted Best 
Adult Dance 

Studio

Voted Best 
Performing
Arts Camp

Voted Best 
Children’s

Dance 
Studio

Classes Begin
September 12th

132- 19 14th Ave, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995
48k miles, Stk#23027

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495 $7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$8,995

$16,995
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#245900
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

45k miles, Stk#23210

$39,995
‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#25763

$15,995 $15,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,995

$38,950
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††
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CutestCutestCutest
Pet ContestPet ContestPet Contest

We are looking for  
New York City’s Cutest Pet

To enter/vote and view prize details visit:

www.cnglocal.com/cutestpet

T he pet with the most votes wins!

How does it work?
1. Visit CNG’s online contest page
2. Upload a photo of your Pet
3. Readers vote for the cutest pet

FREE TO  

VOTE!

FREE TO  

ENTER!

GREAT PRIZES!
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P
roud parents 
across the country 
are watching their 
children head 

back to the classroom 
for another school year. 
The knowledge they 
gain in class will help 
set them on a path to suc-
cess. However, learning 
shouldn’t stop when the 
school bell rings at the 
end of the day.

“Education should be 
a driving factor of fam-
ily life,” says Michelle 
Cote, founder of Bricks 4 
Kidz, an summer camp 
and after-school pro-
gram. “Parents hold the 
key to a child’s success 
by supporting classroom 
learning and extending 
educational efforts to 
the home and beyond.”

Cote offers simple 

ideas for parents to help 
support school lessons 
and instill a lifelong 
love of learning in their 
children.

Know the teacher: 
Teachers spend as much 
time in a week with your 
kids as you do. Build a 
relationship with them 
by sending check-in 
emails, attending con-
ferences and volunteer-
ing. Be proactive about 
asking where your child 
excels and what areas 
they may need addition-
al help.

Facilitate homework: 
Encourage good study 
habits by creating a 
comfortable homework 
space with adequate 
supplies and few dis-
tractions. Be an active 
partner in your child’s 

homework and assist 
when needed. Brain-
storm project ideas, an-
swer questions and quiz 
kids before tests.

Practice school les-
sons: With a fun, no-
pressure approach, go 
over what your children 
learn in school. Have a 
conversation each day 
about what they learned, 
liked and loathed. Then 
go over important les-
sons to help your child 
better understand the 
material.

Connect lessons to 
life: One of the best ways 
to help kids understand 
classroom lessons is to 
connect the material to 
everyday experiences. 
Practice fractions while 
cooking. Chat about bi-
ology while gardening. 

Head to the beach to 
talk about marine habi-
tats and why the tide 
changes.

Choose enriching 
activities: Select after-
school activities that 
emphasize cognitive 
development while 
building self-esteem in 
a fun environment. For 
example, Bricks 4 Kidz 
uses relatable tools like 
LEGO Bricks to teach 
science, technology, 
engineering and math 
(STEM) skills.

Positive attitude: 
Kids will mirror your 
attitude toward school, 
homework and teachers. 
Stay positive and model 
resilience during dif-
ficult times. Show kids 
how you’re working to 
improve your own edu-

cation, whether that be 
a career certification or 
a cooking class.

Read together: Read-
ing together is a great 
way to bond and show 
joy for the written word. 
Read the same books 
your child is assigned in 
school so you can foster 
a good discussion about 
characters and sto-
rylines. When you both 
finish the book, rent the 
film version and plan a 
movie night.

Encourage active 
learning: Reading, writ-
ing and solving math 
problems are passive 
learning activities. At 
home, encourage active 
learning where your 
child builds models, cre-
ates art projects and can 
ask questions and give 

his opinion.
Fuel brain power: 

There are two ways to 
support learning that 
have nothing to do with 
lessons. The first is to 
make sure kids are al-
ways fueled with a va-
riety of healthy foods. 
The next is to ensure 
they are getting a good 
night’s sleep. Full, well-
rested kids are always 
ready to learn.

A teacher will shape 
and support your child’s 
knowledge. It’s up to you 
to grow their thirst for 
learning and help them 
better understand im-
portant topics. These 
simple tips make it easy 
for education to become 
a strong thread in the 
fabric of life.

Encourage after-school learning
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST
For more information see

www.gcinyc.org

Back to 
School Drive

FREE

su
pplie

s

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
2pm to 6pm

86-20 114th St., Richmond Hill, NY

SAVE 

THE DATE!

COME & 
JOIN the 

FUN!!!

ST. CLARE CATHOLIC ACADEMY
Where the foundation to academic success is built!

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Give your child the gift of an excellent 

Catholic Education!

Free Pre-K for ALL Program
Affordable tuition 

for grades K-8

Tuition Payment Plans 
and Scholarships Available

Reduced Tuition Rate for 
Multiple Siblings

137-25 Brookville Blvd., Rosedale, NY  11422  Phone: 718-528-7174
Fax: 718-528-4389  Email: stclarecatholicacademy@gmail.com   

Website: www.stclarecatholicacademy.org
Facebook: SCCARosedale

Irnel L. Stephen, Chair    Mary Rafferty-Basile, Principal

Located close to the:
Belt Pkwy  LIRR Rosedale Station  Bus Q5 or Q85

DOE Bus Service/Metro Cards available

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

At tent ion- def icit /
hyperactivity disorder, 
a behavioral condition 
marked by difficulty 
sitting still, paying at-
tention and controlling 
impulsive behavior, is a 
problem across the globe. 
According to the orga-
nization Children and 
Adults with Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder, a meta-anal-
ysis of 175 studies esti-
mates that 129 million 
children have ADHD.

Parents of children 
who exhibit difficulty 
concentrating in school 
or controlling their im-
pulsive behavior should 
not immediately assume 
their youngsters have 
ADHD. Nearly every-
one, adults and children 
included, struggles to 
concentrate from time 
to time. According to the 
Diagnostic and Statisti-
cal Manual, Fifth Edi-
tion (DSM-5), the classi-

fication and diagnostic 
tool used by the Ameri-
can Psychiatric Associa-
tion for psychiatric diag-
nosis, several symptoms 
must be present before 
a child turns 12 for that 
child to be diagnosed 
with ADHD.

Part of the difficulty 
in diagnosing ADHD 
can be traced to the 
impulsivity and inat-
tentiveness typical of 
children under the age 
of four. Because of that 
potential for misdiag-
nosis, parents should 
resist the urge to diag-
nose children without 
having their youngsters 
examined by a licensed 
psychiatrist. Parents 
who are concerned their 
child might have ADHD 
can look for symptoms, 
which can fall under 
three main categories: 
inattention, hyperactiv-
ity and impulsivity.

Inattention
It can be difficult to 

notice signs that a child 
is inattentive until he or 
she enters school, where 
kids must focus on class-
room lessons and home-
work. But symptoms of 
inattention may include:

• Careless mistakes 
when performing certain 
tasks, including school-
work and chores

• Difficulty sustain-
ing attention when play-
ing or performing cer-
tain tasks

• Difficulty listening 
when being spoken to di-
rectly

• Failure to follow in-
structions

• Failure to finish 
certain tasks, including 
chores and schoolwork

• Difficulty organiz-
ing

• Unwillingness to 
engage in activities that 
require prolonged men-
tal effort

Hyperactivity
Kids can be easily ex-

cited, and parents may 
mistake that excitement 
for symptoms of hyper-
activity. And while chil-
dren under the age of 
four tend to curious and 
inattentive, some kids 
begin to exhibit symp-
toms of hyperactivity as 
early as preschool.

• Excessive fidgeting
• Squirming in seats
• Leaving seat when 

remaining seated is re-
quired, such as in class-
room settings

• Difficulty playing 
quietly

• Running or climbing 
at inappropriate times

• Talking excessively

Impulsivity
Youngsters who act 

impulsively may do 
things without think-
ing about their actions 
or words beforehand. 
While this is common in 
young children and may 
not indicate ADHD, fre-
quent impulsive behav-
ior should be discussed 
with a pyschiatrist.

• Frequently provides 
answers before questions 
have been completed

• Difficulty waiting 
his or her turn

• Frequently inter-
rupts others

• Intrudes on others 
by butting into conversa-
tions or games

ADHD affects more 
than 120 million chil-
dren across the globe. 
Parents who suspect 
their children are exhib-
iting symptoms of ADHD 
can visit www.chadd.org 
for more information. 

How parents can help defeat ADHD
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Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Justin Lish

HAFTR High 
School

Justin’s commitment 
to his studies – par-
ticularly the sciences, 
mathematics, and law 
–resulted in several hon-
ors and inclusion on the 
Principal’s Honor Roll. 

Among the many awards earned were: Regional 
Finalist, Siemens Competition in Math, Science, and 
Technology; Gold Medal Winner and Finalist, In-
ternational Sustainable World Energy, Engineering, 
and Environment Project; Frederick Douglass and 
Susan B. Anthony Award for commitment to Social 
Justice; International Energy and Sustainability Con-
ference, 2nd place; and HAFTR Math & Engineering 
Fair, 1st place.

As Siemens Competition Regional Finalist, Justin 
presented at Carnegie Mellon University. He also 
gave a poster presentation at Material Research 
Society Symposium, and participated in Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory-DNA Science Workshop. He is 
a member of Science Research Institute, Math Re-
search Institute, Math Team, Debate and Mock Trial 
Teams, and Community Service Club. 

Volunteer commitment drew out additional 
strengths. He was Student Board Leader of Medical 
Clowning Troupe, Lev Leytzan, through which stu-
dents visit sick children and adults at area hospitals 
to the patients’ delight. For Gift of Life Bone Marrow 
Foundation, he captained Walk for Life, and was 
Student Coordinator for Gift of Life’s senior dinner 
donor drive.

It’s not all work, though. Justin plays, too. He was 
a member of Varsity Basketball, JV Basketball, JV 
Hockey, Tennis Team, and Softball Team. 

Victoria 
Castellano

St. Agnes 
Academic High 
School

Victoria set an 
impeccable example 
for her peers. She was 

inducted into the National Honor Society, Span-
ish Honor Society, Science Honor Society, and 
English Honor Society and has earned the Perfect 
Attendance Award. She is also a proud member of 
Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor Society, 
and Mu Alpha Theta National Mathematics Honor 
Society.

Victoria participated in SUNY Albany Science 
Research Program and consistently took the school’s 
most rigorous curriculum. She successfully completed 
AP U.S. History, AP English Literature, AP Govern-
ment, and AP Studio Art..

Faculty and staff called upon Victoria’s assistance 
at most events, including open house, orientation, 
and information night, among many others. She also 
helps at other schools, such as St. Luke’s September 
Recruitment and St. Johns High School’s Fair.

Among the many extracurricular activities she 
engaged in were UNICEF, Cooking Club, VERITAS 
(the school newspaper) and Drama Club. She also 
participated in Interact, a club that raises money for 
charitable organizations. 

As track and cross country team manager, Victo-
ria organized team members, helped motivate the 
team, and kept track of timing during races.

Shawn Ali

Hillcrest High 
School

Initially Shawn was a 
student in Newcomers, 
a community of English 
Language Learners 
within Hillcrest. He 
acclimated quickly and 
achieved a 4.0 GPA . 

An eager learner, 
Shawn successfully completed fi ve College Now 
courses: Critical Thinking, Psychology, IC Core, 
Genetics, and Global History. 

Last summer Shawn was a paid intern with the 
Teachers Recruitment and Quality Department at 
the New York City Department of Education (DOE). 
While there he worked on 2,500 resumes for ap-
plicants. 

He volunteered for the Red Cross and joined 
Building Leadership Across Cultures (BLAC). For 
BLAC, Shawn served as a mentor for the ESL com-
munity within Hillcrest. He designed presentations 

and seminars to increase student awareness about 
bullying, cheating and racism within the ESL com-
munity. 

The greatest area of focus commanding Shawn’s 
interest, attention, and energy was Virtual Enterprise 
– Build Your Future Institute. Virtual Enterprise is a 
virtual business wherein students are responsible for 
running the business as they would a real business. 
As CEO, Shawn managed the fi rm’s internal and 
external affairs, created a business plan, made 
purchases and marketed its product. 

His class operated a business called MEOW 
– Making Every One Winners –a cat adoption 
service fi rm. MEOW went beyond the virtual world. 
It partnered with North Shore Animal League, and 
LeCats on the Water.

Jonathan 
(Yoni) Kastner

HAFTR High 
School

Yoni participated 
in a wide gamut of 
academic teams at 
HAFTR, including Mock 
Trial and College Bowl 
Teams. 

During the summers 
Yoni enrolled in C++ program at Columbia Universi-
ty, in Game Design at New York University Summer 
Program, and Applications at Adelphia University. 
His interest in the sciences resulted in performing 
research at MIT Biology Laboratory. 

Extracurricular activities included interning at 
Strategic Hebrew Inc., for which he helped design 
and develop an educational course for children to 
learn Hebrew effectively. He also worked on the 
program’s fi rst event for children.  A lover of fi lm, 
Jonathan was a source of information for “Rever-
ence,” a documentary. Out of the spotlight and on 
the fi eld, Yoni was a member of HAFTR’s Basketball 
and Softball Teams.

He has strong beliefs regarding Human Right. 
“All people must be given a chance. People should 
view others with only good intent, and strive to 
prevent any individual from feeling uncomfortable 
or sad. While this may seem simplistic, I believe that 
that is what matters,” he explains.

877-786-6560  •   myNYCB.com

My
is

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Over 35 Convenient branch locations throughout Queens!
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German   Lessons
for 

Children

A Bilingual German 
After School Program

New York State
Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

For parents, sending 
teens and young adults 
back to school can be 
an extremely busy time. 
Amidst all the back to 
school season planning 
and shopping for new 
clothes and school sup-
plies, health care can 
sometimes be overlooked. 
The back to school sea-
son is an opportune time 
for your teen or young 
adult to get their annual 
checkup and any recom-
mended vaccines, includ-
ing those to help protect 
against meningococcal 
disease.

Meningococcal dis-
ease, often referred to as 
meningitis, is a bacterial 
infection that can cause 
inflammation of the 
protective membranes 
covering the brain and 
spinal cord. The bacteria 
can also enter the blood-
stream and multiply, 
causing serious blood 
infections. There are 
five common groups of 
bacteria that cause the 
disease in the U.S. - A, B, 
C, W and Y.

“ M e n i n g o c o c c a l 
group B disease, also 
known as MenB, ac-
counts for nearly 50 per-
cent of all U.S. cases of 
meningococcal disease 
in 17 to 23 year olds,” 
said Dr. Richard Chung, 
Director of Adolescent 
Medicine at Duke Univer-
sity. “However, a recent 
national survey revealed 
that parents of teens and 
young adults ages 16 to 23 
may be unaware of some 
important information 
about this uncommon, 
but potentially serious 
disease.”  

The National Menin-
gococcal Disease Aware-
ness Survey, which was 
conducted by Harris 
Poll on behalf of Pfizer 
in partnership with 
The Kimberly Coffey 
Foundation, evaluated 
parents’ knowledge of 
meningococcal disease 
and available vaccines. 
After learning about the 
differences between the 
two types of meningo-
coccal vaccines (MCV4 
and MenB), nearly 4 in 5 
parents (79 percent) did 
not know that their child 
wasn’t fully immunized 
against all five common 
groups of meningococcal 
disease - A, B, C, W and 
Y - unless their child had 
both types of meningo-
coccal vaccines.

Patti Wukovits, 
Founder and Executive 
Director of The Kim-
berly Coffey Foundation, 
knows firsthand the po-
tential dangers of menin-
gococcal disease after 
losing her 17-year-old 
daughter, Kimberly Cof-
fey, to MenB in 2012.  

“I was absolutely 
shocked when Kim-
berly was diagnosed 
with MenB. As a mother 
and a nurse, I was very 
vigilant in having Kim-
berly vaccinated against 
meningococcal disease,” 
recalls Patti Wukovits. 
“However, I had the com-
mon misconception that 
my daughter was fully 
protected, when in fact, 
the meningococcal vac-
cine she received didn’t 
protect her against 
MenB.”

The survey also found 
that while parents are 

highly motivated to pro-
tect their children from 
meningococcal disease, 
they may be confused 
about the different types 
of the disease and avail-
able vaccines. After 
learning about the dif-
ferent meningococcal 
vaccines:

• 83 percent of parents 
surveyed said before tak-
ing the survey they did 
not understand the dif-
ference between group 
B and other groups of 
meningococcal disease.

• Nearly 9 out of 10 (89 
percent) parents agreed 
that meningococcal 
group B is something all 
parents should protect 
their children against. 
However, less than a 
third (30 percent) re-
ported that their teen or 
young adult received the 
vaccine that [helps] pro-
tect against group B.

• 70 percent of parents 
whose child had not re-
ceived the group B vac-
cine said they were likely 
to do so in the future.

When Patti’s daugh-
ter contracted MenB in 
2012, there were no vac-
cines available in the 
United States to help pro-
tect against MenB, but 
now there are. Parents of 
teens and young adults 
should add a visit to 
their child’s health care 
provider to their back to 
school checklist to learn 
more about MenB and 
available vaccines.

For more informa-
tion about the survey 
findings and MenB, visit 
StopMenB.com.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Vaccinate your kids 
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21-18 46th Street, Astoria, NY  11105 
718-726-9405      www.sfaschool.org 

�
�   
���
� 

Rigorous Curriculum 
Vibrant Catholic Identity 
Dedicated Community Service 
Leading Edge Technology 

Registration for 2016-2017 
Grades Preschool through 7th 

Tues. & Wed., Aug. 30th & 31st,  9:30-10:30am 
On-going appointments are available. 

St. Francis of Assisi School, located 
in the vibrant and culturally di-

verse neighborhood of Astoria, N.Y., 
is proud to be a Caring Community of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service.  Dur-
ing the 2016–2017 school year, SFA 
will continue to be firmly commit-
ted to our school mission which is to 
develop in our community a “way of 
life” rooted in Christ and a Catholic 
vision that provides inspiration and 
identity to all its members.  

In a school-wide effort, we are de-
veloping our instruction so that our 
students are engaged in cognitively 
challenged tasks and actively in-
volved in gaining mastery and pro-
ficiency of required skills necessary 
for success in postsecondary edu-
cation and in the global arena. Our 
programs, including the Latin and 
Greek Roots Program, Achieve 3000, 
a comprehensive online reading pro-
gram, and Aleks for Math, as well as 
our teachers’ desire to advance their 
own learning are evident of our com-
mitment to Success For All. Our goal 
is to teach so that our curriculum 
supports our students’ strengths and 
helps them reach their fullest poten-
tial. As one parent stated, SFA is a 
progressive school that aims at imple-
menting strong values and ethics unto 

its students. 
Through our faith-based education 

program and a solid work ethic, we 
are guiding our students to become 
children of faith, avid learners, and 
socially conscious individuals.  We be-
lieve in Carol Dweck’s idea of a growth 
mindset, which suggests that chil-
dren’s basic abilities can be developed 
though dedication and hard work. 

We know that for all 21st century 
learners, technology is crucial to suc-
cess; therefore, SFA has developed a 
Technology Plan that will keep us 
evolving in a modern wifi environ-
ment as competent and responsible 
users of innovative technology. In the 
Spring of 2016, our 8th grade students 
successfully took part in the NYS 
online ELA Field Test assessment 
pilot program. We are very proud of 
these 2016 graduating students, who 
also received placement in the high 
schools of their choice. 

During this 2016–2017 school year, 
St. Francis of Assisi School choose 
Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, to-
day, and forever as our school theme.  
It was selected to represent our de-
sire to move forward in our academy 
formation with a strong sense of who 
we were, who we are, and who we can 
be.

A fi nancial lesson plan

For most teens, high 
school is an exciting time 
for those sweet, first 
tastes of independence: 
first dates, first cars, 
first paychecks.

As low-stakes as 
some of these milestones 
may seem, there’s one 
area that deserves some 
extra attention in ev-
ery family: personal fi-
nance. Today’s teens are 
spending $260 billion a 
year in the U.S., yet only 
17 states require comple-
tion of at least one finan-
cial literacy course for 
high school graduation. 
Consider the fact that 
3.3 million high school 
students are expected 
to graduate in 2017, 
and what we have is 
too many young adults 
heading out into the 
real world lacking even 
a basic understanding 
of money management. 

“That means today’s 
young people are spend-
ing and borrowing more 
than ever without un-
derstanding the conse-
quences,” says Wendy 
Kha, a San Francisco 
teen who was selected 
by Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America to serve as 
national ambassador for 
its teen financial literacy 
program called Money 
Matters: Make it Count, 
created in collaboration 
with Charles Schwab 
Foundation.

Taking part in this 
program had a profound 
impact on Kha, along 
with over 725,000 other 
Club teens who have 
completed Money Mat-
ters. As an advocate for 
teaching financial re-
sponsibility, she offers a 
few tips for parents and 
teens. 

Save early, save of-

ten: As soon as you start 
earning money or receiv-
ing an allowance, you 
should open a savings ac-
count. Parents and teens 
can decide together how 
much of the earnings 
should be set aside for 
savings.  

“Whenever you earn 
or receive money, put at 
least 10 percent of it into 
a savings account,” Kha 
says. “I personally set 
aside 25 percent of my in-
come from my part-time 
job to help me save up 
for big-ticket purchases, 
such as concert tickets 
and cool electronics, as 
well as college tuition.”  

Needs vs wants: 

When something fun 
comes up at the last min-
ute it’s hard to say no, 
and even harder to face 
the idea of missing out. 
The best thing teens can 
do is prepare for situa-
tions that lead to impulse 
purchases. Start by mak-
ing a list of needs and 
wants. Each month, plan 
for the things you need, 
and figure out how much 
is left over for the fun 
stuff. If you know ahead 
of time that your car in-
surance is coming due, 
you will be less likely to 
spend all your money on 
concert tickets.

Keep track of spend-

ing: Now that you’re 
aware of how much you 
need for necessities and 
what’s left over for the 
fun stuff, it’s time to 
start keeping track of 
everything you spend. 
It doesn’t matter if you 
use cash or a debit card, 
and it doesn’t matter if 
you keep track with an 

app or a small notebook. 
Just be sure to log every 
single purchase. Even 
small things, including 
the taco from the food 
truck or trail mix from 
the vending machine, 
should be entered into 
the log. Being mindful of 
every dollar you spend 
will help you understand 
your spending habits - 
and help you find ways 
to reduce your spending 
and save even more.

“You can avoid im-
pulsive, emotional or ir-
rational decisions if you 
recognize them in ad-
vance,” Kha says.

Build good credit: 

Money decisions you 
make even now as a teen-
ager will make a differ-
ence later. Good credit 
is essential to getting a 
good rate on a car loan or 
leasing an apartment lat-
er on. That credit score 
is an indication to future 
lenders that you are re-
sponsible and will pay 
on time. To build good 
credit, always pay your 
bills on time and careful-
ly manage your checking 
account. If you choose to 
get a credit card, never 
charge more than you 
can afford to repay in 
full each month.

Get a reality check: 

Before graduating high 
school and going out on 
your own, it’s important 
to sit down and get a solid 
idea of what it takes to 
make ends meet while 
living the lifestyle you 
want. Look for a finan-
cial education program 
geared for teens. A good 
one will cover budgeting, 
goal setting and plan-
ning for the future.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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Woods fired back that if 
the five borough were sepa-
rate cities, Queens would be 
America’s fourth most popu-
lated behind Los Angeles, Chi-
cago and Brooklyn. That his 
beloved borough was declared 
the World’s Most Ethnically 
Diverse Urban Area by the 
Guinness Book of World’s Re-
cords. 

Woods listed Rockaway 
Beach, MoMA PS1, the So-
crates Sculpture Garden and 
the Museum of the Moving Im-
age among its top attractions 
along with the big name ce-
lebrities who have lived here, 

from Tony Bennett and Louis 
Armstrong to Jack Kerouak 
and LL Cool J.

“You have made a fortune 
spinning tales of a mythically 
non-diverse town named Lake 
Wobegone, and some of the 
people who heard these sto-
ries believed them to be real,” 
Woods wrote to Keillor. “These 
are the same people who now 
want to ‘Make America Great 
Again’ by creating a land 
which never was.”

Woods accuses Keillor of 
projecting his own insecuri-
ties about living in New York 
City in the 1980s onto Trump.

“You did this without 
knowing Queens, the Queens 
you mentioned was something 
you saw watching ‘All in the 
Family’ on television,” Woods 

wrote. “The people of Queens 
have faced heartbreak, but 
they don’t quit, they don’t 
leave, they believe hard work 
results in miracles. The peo-
ple of Queens are tenacious, 
persistent and they don’t run 
home to Mommy. You don’t 
know anything about Queens 
because New York broke you 
and you cried all the way 
home.”

Woods said he has made a 
habit of speaking up in defense 
of his borough, and he will 
gladly do it again. He has not 
heard a response from Garri-
son Keillor, not does he expect 
one.

A request for comment 
from TimesLedger Newspa-
pers has not been responded to 
by Keillor or his publicist.

ally beneficial arrangement 
that allows New Yorkers to 
enjoy the Open and also ex-
perience the best of what our 
park has to offer.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), who 
represents the southern half 
of the park, is so displeased 
with the way it is being run 
he filed a lawsuit against 
the city and the Alliance for 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park in July. The lawsuit 
raise fundamental questions 
about parks equity, includ-
ing who gets to negotiate the 
commercialization of the 
city’s public parks and who 
gets to decide how those pro-
ceeds are used.

“Kids could be soaking in 
the last few days of summer 
learning and playing at the 
Queens Museum, but instead, 
they’re shut out because of 
the museum’s decision to 
close during the US Open,” 
Lancman said. “This unfair 
treatment for the families 
and community members 
who live in our neighbor-
hoods puts a damper on the 

end of the summer.” 
Borough President Me-

linda Katz lamented the loss 
of international exposure to 
the museum as the US Open 
draws more than 700,000 visi-
tors each year.

“The US Open is the larg-
est annually attended sport-
ing event in the world. For 
the Queens cultural institu-
tions immediately adjacent to 
the site, the U.S. Open is the 
single biggest missed oppor-
tunity to reach a tremendous 
amount of people,” Katz said. 
“While heightened security 
measures are the new nor-
mal for events of this scale, 
the lessons learned from this 
year should help better in-
form advanced coordination 
for next year, including mini-
mizing disruptions where 
possible and sharing real 
opportunities for the Queens 
cultural institutions to reach 
this inherent international 
audience.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

FLIP

bill would allows riders to pay 
the same fare for commuter 
rail service and bus or subway 
rides, while also giving com-
muters free transfers. Accord-
ing to Hyndman, this would 
remove a financial barrier 
that can stop residents in her 
district as well as all over the 
city from using the commuter 
rail system. Her other bills are 
focused on stopping predatory 
lending, youth training for 
juvenile delinquents to help 

them find jobs and helping vet-
erans find jobs. 

Hyndman is confident that 
in these last six months she 
has done enough to prove to 
constituents she is  right for 
the job and is not worrying 
about the competition. 

“These relationship I’ve 
built in my short time as as-
semblywoman gives me the 
edge over my opponents,” she 
said. “Even being a parent 
gives me the edge.  I will con-
tinue to reach forward to uplift 
education in District 29.”

Hyndman has done her 
best to involve the community 
in the political process and 

wants her constituents to con-
tinue.

“I’m knocking on doors, 
speaking to constituents and 
they appreciate the newsletters 
we send out that are keeping 
them abreast of what’s happen-
ing in Albany and in their dis-
trict,” she said. “They feel like 
they’re part of the process. We 
opened our offices on Merrick 
Boulevard and the community 
is always welcome. It works if 
we put our best foot forward. 
Local elections are just as im-
portant as national elections. 
I’m humbled and grateful for 
those who participate to make 
the community better.”

tion system is good, it affects 
the immediate economy.

“We have to do better 
for this generation, we need 
someone to fight for us. The 
resources are there, we just 
need to make it work, make it 
happen. If people look at my 
track record and compare it 
to Hyndman, they will see.”

 Gittens-Bridges said she 
will be able to create more 
jobs and improve the quality 
of life in southeast Queens. 

“I would be able to offer 
better family, community en-
gagement,” she said. “More 
than Hyndman, she doesn’t 
have a good track record with 
engaging our families. She 
has not served on parents as-
sociation like I’ve done. I’m 
a much better candidate. I 
feel like my qualifications 
are better. I can build those 
bridges faster.”

While she acknowledges 
that her and Hyndman’s plat-
forms are almost identical, 
she believes that she can ex-
ecute better. 

“I’ve worked with Hynd-
man and I feel like I could 
do a better job,” she said. “I 
worked with her in education 

and I’m more qualified. We’re 
running on pretty much the 
same platform, but I just feel 
like I can get the job done 
more efficiently.”

 Bridges said her back-
ground in education, in the 
National PTA and her lob-
bying for education reform 
mean she has connections 
and experience.  Touting 
those relationships she has 
made though her work, the 
Rosedale resident said she al-
ready has her foot in the door 
and voting for her won’t be a 
risk at all. 

“I have the experience, 
everything is there. It’s not 
like you have to reinvest,” 
she said. “I bring all of that 
to the table. I’m someone 
who can hit the ground run-
ning quickly. People know 
me, they know I’ve been out 
there. I have an extensive 
background in terms of ad-
vocacy. I feel I have a good 
vision and good relationships 
and compassion to make the 
community a better place. I 
have heard many complaints. 
People are not happy.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566

and remains opposed to the 
controversial plan. 

Phipps Houses declined 
comment.

Meanwhile, a coalition of 
nearly a dozen community and 
arts organizations will hold a 
summit on Sunday, Sept. 18, 
to discuss the Phipps Houses 
plan and the overdevelopment 
of western Queens, among a 
host of other issues.

“The area’s real estate 
boom and increase in popu-
lation had already exposed a 
marked inadequacy of infra-
structure, with crowded tran-
sit, a decrepit sewer system, 
a lack of parks, not enough 
schools, and no hospital,” 
summit organizer Patricia 
Dorfman, executive director 
of the Sunnyside Chamber of 
Commerce, said. “Residents 
saw no attendant planning by 
the city to remedy the lack, so 
that granting permission to 
bring in even more people and 
activity would further strain 
the system and leave the tax-

payers the burden  to pay for 
the support system.”

The panel discussion will 
be held at the Queen of Angels 
Parish Hall at 44th Street and 
Skillman Avenue from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. Kirsten Theodos, the 
founder of TakeBackNYC, will 
give a talk on displacement 
and gentrification.

“An average of 542 com-
mercial tenants are evicted 
every month across the five 
boroughs,” Theodos said. The 
Sunnyside community has 
been on edge since the spring 
of 2014, when its only movie 
theater and a popular Irish 
pub was part of a lot sold to a 
developer for $7 million and 
is  now on the market for over 
$19 million, according to Dorf-
man.

“We lost three valued busi-
nesses for four empty store-
fronts, including a bank, and 
one person’s business oppor-
tunity has left us with less of 
a neighborhood, fewer popular 
small businesses, and fewer 
jobs,” Dorfman said. “If the 
Small Business Jobs Survival 
Act had been in place, it would 
have given the renters time 
to move, to plan, to negotiate 

staying, and we would have 
had our businesses.”

Steve Null, the author of 
the Small Business Jobs Sur-
vival Act , will also speak at 
the summit. The commercial 
rent protection legislation has 
languished in the City Council 
since 2014 while 27 of 51 mem-
bers support it, including Van 
Bramer.

Jenny Dubnau, a visual 
artist who rents studio space 
in Long Island City and lives 
in Jackson Heights, is helping 
Dorfman organize the event be-
cause she is directly affected.

“The overdevelopment of 
the LIC manufacturing area 
has caused an enormous es-
calation in my rent, as well 
as that of all my neighbors,” 
she said. “The condos and ho-
tels that are cropping up like 
mushrooms are an incursion 
into a thriving manufactur-
ing zone filled with jobs-pro-
ducing manufacturers and 
artists. Right now, all small 
businesses, from artists to fac-
tories to mom-and-pop stores 
can be hit by rent increases 
of any size, and have no right 
to even renew their lease. We 
need action.”
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BY MARK HALLUM

When Joe Brostek was 
approached by Queens 
Historical Society Presi-
dent Patricia Sherwood 
about creating a new and 
unique exhibit, he want-
ed a theme that would 
get families talking and 
interacting. 

The result was Toys 
and Games from the Attic 
and Beyond, which was 
recently unveiled at the 
Kingsland Homestead at 
143-35 37th Ave. in Flush-
ing. The exhibit takes 
some of the most iconic 

and obscure trinkets and 
novelties from across the 
years and puts them on 
display. Joe Brostek, a 
QHS trustee as well as 
the exhibit’s curator, put 
together the collection 
from community dona-
tions, creating a truly 
memorable exposition 
which will connect adult 
museum-goers to their 
childhoods and will give 
children a glimpse at the 
world of their parents.

From its very begin-
ning, this is an exhibit 
that encourages viewers 
to leave their stodgy side 

at the door. Next to the 
entrance of the gallery is 
a sign reading “No-Quiet 
Zone.”

“At a time when there 
is so much stress and 
turmoil in the world and 
in our lives, I thought 
it would be refreshing 
to offer an interlude of 
pleasant nostalgia with 
a chance to look back 
at the toys and games of 
our youth—and perhaps 
to bring children to 
share these wonderful 
experiences,” Brostek 
said. “Now that schools 

Continued on Page 46
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Exhibit curator Joe Brostek with a display of Star Wars memorabilia. Photo by Mark Hallum
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The Merchant of Venice 
— In Shakespeare’s play, 
the collateral taken for a 
loan, a pound of fl esh, leads 
to a series of unpleasant 
complications and a 
courtroom showdown.
When: Friday - Sunday, 
Sept. 9-11; Wednesday and 
Thursday, Sept. 14-15; 7:30 
pm (also at 3pm Sept. 11)
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02-23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

UPCOMING 
PRODUCTIONS

Wait Until Dark — In this thriller 
by Frederick Knott, three con 
men searching for some hidden 
heroin terrorize a young blind 
woman in her apartment.
When: Sept. 16-25
Where: Post Theater, 
Building T4 - Gateway 
National Recreation Area, 
Fort Tilden, Breezy Point
Cost: $15 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400

Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org/
ticket-reservation-section/

The Underpants Godot — This 
farce is about a director who’s 
surreptitiously rehearsing for 
an avant-garde production 
of “Waiting for Godot,” with 
the main characters played 
by young men in their 
underpants instead of old 
men. A representative from 
the notoriously litigious 
Samuel Beckett estate crashes 

a rehearsal to investigate 
and decide whether the 
performance should be allowed. 
When: Sept. 22 - Oct. 2
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02-23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Apartment for Sale 
(tenant included) OR Se 
Vende Apartemento (con 
inquilino) — This play by 
Spanish playwright Juan 
Carlon Rubio tells the story 
of three peculiar characters: 
an old woman who only has 
the apartment she lives in, a 
young businesswoman who has 
everything she wants and a real 
estate salesman who is a total 
disaster. On alternate nights, 
the play will be performed in 
English and Spanish versions.
When: Sept. 23 - Oct. 23
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theater, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Zachary C Clark and Joy Donze 
in the Secret Theatre's produc-
tion of "The Merchant of Venice," 
which runs through Sept. 18 

Photo by Reiko Yanagi

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)

or whipped cream Napoleon
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled 

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana 

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Answers in Sports
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BY MERLE EXIT

Philippe Mora is a sec-
ond-generation Holocaust 
survivor—eight members of 
his family died at Auschwitz. 
Born in 1949 in Paris, Mora 
moved to Australia with his 
family when he was small, 
and he was not aware of the 
role that his father played in 
the French resistance, nor of 
how his mother had evaded, 
by just one day, what would 
have been a certain death at 
Auschwitz. 

Those stories are at the 
center of “Three Days in 
Auschwitz,” a documentary 
film by Mora that will be 
opening at the Kew Gardens 
Cinema Friday. An award-
winning director, he has 
made both documentaries 
and fiction features. In ad-
dition, Mora is an accom-
plished painter, inspired by 
the memories of Holocaust 
survivors and his feelings 
about the Nazis. Mora’s film 
makes particulary effective 
use of his own paintings, and 

of those by his mother, Mirka 
Mora. (Mora’s father, Georg-
es, died in 1992.) Mirka is also 
a moving, and entertaining, 
presence through much of the 
film. Those paintings carry a 
large part of the film’s emo-
tional charge. Mora notes 
that for him the camera “was 
a separation between me 
and Auschwitz,” while in his 
paintings, the emotions con-
nected with Holocaust’s hor-
rors are given free rein. 

Bearing the subtitle “cin-
ematic notes for my grand-
children,” this documentary 
is Mora’s way of making sure 
that the events of the past are 
not forgotten. He calls the film 
“the sum of my life,” empha-
sizing the story of his family 
and of how the story of the Ho-
locaust is, for him, personal 
as well as historical. We fol-
low Mora from Melbourne, to 
Paris and London, as he traces 
the history of the concentra-
tion camps.  

Returning to the barbed 
wire fences that surround the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau camp, we 

see the symbol of the atroci-
ties that human beings are 
capable of. But “Three Days 
in Auschwitz” also leaves us 
with a valuable and uplifting 
message: “The capacity of the 
human spirit to recover from 
tragic circumstances as well 
as the importance of learning 
from our past to clear our way 
to a much brighter future.” 

“I thought it better to make a 
very personal film, so that peo-
ple could relate to it,”he said, 
“rather than try to make an 
objective documentary, which 
would have been impossible.”

The themes of the film are 
powerfully underlined by a 
moody, expressive score that 
was composed by Eric Clapton, 
one of the film’s co-producers. 
Clapton’s original score can 
only be heard by viewing the 
film.   

Pictured right, Philippe Mora's 
"Three Days in Auschwitz" starts 
its enagement at the Kew Gardens 
Cinema Friday.

Filmmaker tells personal story of Holocaust
Philippe Mora’s family takes center stage in his gripping ‘Three Days in Auschwitz’

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, New York | At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon

Continued on Page 46
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FILM

Movies Under the Stars:  
Batman vs. Superman Dawn 
of Justice — Batman (Ben 
Affl eck) and Superman 
(Henry Cavill) clash over  
what kind of heroism is 
needed to protect the world. 
Meanwhile, the public they’re 
defending is becoming 
increasingly mindful of the 
damage that superheroes 
and masked vigilantes cause. 
But  the duo are soon forced 
to confront an even greater 
threat created by nefarious 
billionaire Lex Luthor (Jesse 
Eisenberg).
When: Saturday, Sept. 10, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Roy Wilkins 
Recreation Center - 177th 
Street and Baisley Boulevard, 
St. Albans
Cost: Free
Contact: Contact: (718) 
393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/09/10/
movies-under-the-stars-

batman-v-superman-dawn-
of-justice

EVENTS

US Open — Play continues 
at the USTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center 
through Sept. 11. The 
women’s fi nal is set for 
Saturday, with the men’s title 
match set for Sunday.
When: Through Sept. 11
Where: USTA Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Ticket prices vary 
considerably, check the 
website
Contact: (718) 760-6363
Website: www.usopen.org

Queens Borough Bocce 
Tournament — The Open 
isn’t the only competition 
taking place in Queens this 
weekend. In Middle Village’s 
Juniper Valley Park, the 
Queens Borough Bocce 
Tournament is being held 

on Saturday. Registration 
begins at 8:30 am and 
tournament play will begin 
at 9 am. The competition is 
open to teams of four adults, 
age 18 or over. The top two 
teams will advance to play 
in the Citywide Finals Sept. 
17 in South Beach, Staten 
Island. For more information, 
contact Shawn.James@
parks.nyc.gov
When: Saturday, Sept. 10, 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm. Rain date 
it Sept. 11.
Where: Juniper Valley Park, 
76th Street and Juniper Blvd. 
South, Middle Village
Cost: Free  
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/09/10/
queens-borough-bocce-
tournament

Family Day — Join NYC 
Parks and Councilman 
Rory Lancman for a day 
of games, infl atables, a 
photo booth, cotton candy, 
popcorn, ices, and more.
When: Saturday, Sept. 10, 1 
pm – 4 pm
Where: Rufus King Park, 50-
29 Jamaica Ave, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/parks/rufus-king-park/
events/2016/09/10/family-
day

 

MUSIC

The Astor Room — Located 
in the Kaufman Astoria 
Studios complex, the Astor 
Room hosts a wide variety 
of musical performances. 
Saturday night their stage 
plays host to jazz vocalist 
Martina DaSilva, who draws 
from the styles of early jazz 
opera and chamber music.  
A Brazilian-American, 
she also has a passion 
for performing the works 
of Brazilian composers. 
Sunday, the French 
singer Tiphanie Doucet 
will perform. And every 
Wednesday composer/
lyricist/performer Michael 

Mott hosts an evening of 
entertainment featuring 
special guests from the 
world of Broadway, music, 
comedy, magic and more.
When: Martina DaSilva, 
Saturday, Sept. 10, 6:30 pm 
– 10 pm; TIphanie Doucet, 
Sunday, Sept. 11, 11:30 am 
– 3:30 pm; Michael Mott, 
Wednesdays from 8 pm – 10 
pm
Where: The Astor Room, 
35-11 35th Ave., Astoria
Price: Free
Contact: (718) 255-1947
Website: astorroom.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Making Magic with 
Ethan at Fantasy Forest 

Amusement Park — Ethan’s 
philosophy is that magic is 
meant to be created and 
shared with people; it should 
not simply be designed to 
trick the crowd. Together, 
both Ethan and the audience 
create an amazing show. 
Guests of all ages should 
come out and be surprised.
When: Sunday, Sept. 11, 2 pm 
– 2:45 pm
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: https://www.
nycgovparks.org/
events/2016/09/11/making-
magic-with-ethan-at-fantasy-
forest-amusement-park

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Etched in Stone
Across
1. Pop icon?
6. "No prob!"
11. 1/24 case
14. Milk top, once
15. Cowboy's lasso
16. GI's entertainer
17. Lake Stone
19. Tach measure
20. "Gotcha!"
21. Distributes
23. Prepare to fight!
26. Sounding wowed
27. Compels
28. John, Sean or 
Julian
30. Writer Dinesen
31. Sportscaster 
Jim
32. 3.14 or 4.0
35. Little john?
36. Like Dalmatians
38. '60s 
battleground
39. Storm center
40. Congress 
staffers
41. "Molto ___!"
42. Antacid brand
44. Makes into 
confetti
46. Where spirits 
meet?
48. Central New 
York tribe
49. ___ blanche
50. Newborn
52. Boat with a 
double standard?
53. DPW's stone
58. 1 or 66: Abbr.

59. Not worth ___
60. Give right of way
61. Word on a gift 
tag
62. "Ransom" 
actress Rene
63. Daggers of yore

Down
1. Angel dust, 
briefly
2. Ending for ranch 
or canyon
3. Author
4. Schlemiel
5. Post-workout 
words
6. Become 
apparent
7. 1980 NFL MVP
8. A shirt tag may 
tickle it

9. "Thanks, but I 
already ___"
10. Forgave
11. Canadian stone
12. Colorado ski 
city
13. Chinese food 
request
18. Swing-set set
22. "I get it now!"
23. Use TurboTax
24. "You have __ in 
the matter!"
25. Cemetary stone
26. ___ in a blue 
moon
28. Type of paint
29. M.D.'s who may 
cure snoring
31. Aborted, at 
NASA
33. 2008 Beijing 

Olympics mascot
34. Totally unkempt
36. It's touched by 
the thumb
37. Lose luster
41. United Kingdom
43. Worker on the 
mound?
44. Bump in the 
road
45. Eight English kings
46. Boa
47. Kept an ___ 
the ground
48. ___ a good start
50. Citizens: Suffix
51. Nice negatives
54. Critical hosp. 
wing
55. Victory sign
56. Eleven starters
57. Grp. in Utah

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

An injury to a dancer often 
results in the end of a career, 
but for Alice Wu, 18, it was 
just the beginning. 

“I had an injury when I 
was 15 years old. It was dur-
ing a ballet class. I did a big 
jump and I landed very wrong 
on my foot. I had to be admit-
ted to the hospital,” said Wu, 
an Elmhurst native. 

Wu fractured the metatar-
sal (long bones) in her foot, 
sprained her ankle and dis-
located a toe at the end of a 
dance exercise during the late 
spring of her sophomore year 
at LaGuardia High School.

“I felt myself roll over my 
foot. I screamed and I fell. Ev-
erybody saw me land terribly 
on my foot. I was like. ‘Oh my 
god, what is happening,’” said 
Wu. 

After crying in pain at the 
nurse’s office, she was rushed 
to Elmhurst Hospital.

“As soon as they took off 
the bloody ballet shoe, I felt 
the wind touch my open dis-
location and it there was a 
sharp pain,” said Wu. “This 
was my first major injury... 

and I didn’t think I would 
dance again.”

Once her knee and ankle 
were realigned, Wu spent 
three months doing leg and toe 
exercises to regain muscle and 
movement in her foot. After 
a setback she had surgery on 
her leg and spent an additional 
three months doing physical 
therapy at the hospital. Soon, 
she was able to go back to 
school using crutches. 

“I would come to dance 
classes everyday and watch 
my classmates,” she said. “I 
felt so sad being stuck in the 
back, not being able to move. 
I was broken inside.”

Right then and there Wu 
realized that dance was not 
a hobby for her, but her pas-
sion. 

“Before the injury it was 
just something for fun, and 
at times it felt like a bit of a 
chore. Now I see that it was my 
talent, and I couldn’t just be 
nonchalant about it. I made a 
promise to myself during that 
time when I was on crutches 
that once I got back on my feet 
I would train harder and I 
would never skip class for any 
reason,” said Wu. 

Wu graduated from La-
Guardia and went on to study 
both dance and photography 
at Marymount Manhattan 
College. Shortly thereafter 

she was asked to dance for Al-
pha Omega Theatrical Dance 
Company by Enrique Cruz 
DeJesus, its artistic director. 

“He said that he loves how 

I can emit a certain character 
during a piece and also that 
my lines are very elongated,” 
said Wu cheerily. 

By late October of last 
year, Wu was learning new 
choreography from DeJesus, 
some of which she performed 
in July for the company’s 
grand opening of its new 
dance theatre. 

“I felt great. Enrique’s 
pieces are quite athletic-
based, and they are fun. They 
require so much energy and 
exerting that felt so good,” 
said Wu. 

Last month, Wu performed 
for the first time in Queens 
when Alpha

 Omega took part in the 
Jamaica Dance Festival in 
Rufus King Park. This week, 
she started rehearsals with 
Alpha Omega as the company 
creates new dances for its 
next season.

“I’m just so excited for my 
hometown to see my work,” 
Wu said about peforming in 
her home borough. “Dance to 
me is exhilarating.

I can’t help but move. I 
won’t ever take it for granted 
again.”

It took an injury to show Alison Wu that dance was her calling, and not 
just a hobby.

Elmhurst dancer overcomes obstacles

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787
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The special “Three 
Days in Auschwitz” 
theatrical event will in-
clude a taped question-
and-answer session with 
Mora and segments 

from “Monsieur Mayon-
naise,” a film about Mo-
ra’s father, who used the 
code name “Monsieur 
Mayonnaise” during his 
time with the French 
reistance. Another short 
film on the program is 
“German Sons,” about 
the relationship between 
Mora and the son of a 

Nazi, who engage in talk-
ing about their past. 

Managing Director / 
CEO of Vision Films Lise 
Romanoff says: “We’re 
honored to bring this 
important film to audi-
ences worldwide.  This 
poignant picture is sure 
to stay with you long af-
ter it’s over.” 

have reopened, this can 
provide a lovely reason-
able weekend break. 
Parents and grandpar-
ents can enjoy showing 
what they used to play 
with when they were 
children.”

The main room of the 
exhibit shows off items 
many people who grew 
up in the city will recog-
nize, such as a Spaldeen 
Ball, which Brostek said 
he and his peers often 
used for stick ball in 
the streets. They would 
measure distance the 
ball flew by the number 
of manhole covers it was 
smacked across with 
broomstick.

Many will recognize 
more recent toy sensa-
tions. A Cabbage Patch 
Kid doll contributed by 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) sits in one 
of the first display cases 
of the main room. Other 
toys may not be as recog-
nizable. One example: a 
miniature steam engine 
from the early 20th cen-
tury. This toy was de-
signed to teach children 
about mechanics. An 
alcohol burning flame 
would be placed under 
a small water reservoir 
and the gears would start 
to turn. 

In addition to being 
able to look at the toys 
themselves, museum-
goers can see how those 
were marketed. A televi-
sion set plays a variety 
of toy commercials from 
the ’60s.

The interactive na-
ture of the exhibit not 
only tells about the ori-
gins of certain games 
and trinkets, but also 
challenges the pop cul-
ture understanding of 
the guests. One case 
dedicated to Star Wars 
memorabilia questions 
the public on which item 
does not belong among 

the action figures and 
comics representative 
of the franchise. Only a 
true fan of the saga will 
know the answer. 

“I have been to muse-
ums which are more like 
mausoleums with people 
whispering and almost 
tiptoeing around,” Bro-
stek said. “I want this to 
be a happy place. I want 
people to talk and laugh 
and take pictures and 
have fun.”

People can also take 
a little piece of that fun 
atmosphere home with 
them after they’ve gone 
through the exbibit. 
Whirligigs and penny 
whistles, as well as oth-
er curios from an ear-
lier time, are available 
for purchase in the gift 
shop. 

The Kingsland Home-
stead, a landmarked 
home built in the late 
18th Century and lo-
cated in Weeping Beech 
Park, is the official head-
quarters of the Queens 

Historical Society and 
as a historic house in a 
city park it is a member 
of the Historic House 
Trust of New York City. 
Its rooms are used for 
exhibitions, a meeting 
place, and as an archive 
and library.

The museum can be 
rented out for private 
events and admission, 
according to Brostek, is 
“a pittance compared to 
other museums.” That 
means that adults get in 
for $5, while seniors and 
students pay $3. Chil-
dren under 12 and QHS 
members get in for free. 
Museum hours are Tues-
day, Saturday and Sun-
day from 2:30 p.m. to4:30 
p.m.

The exhibit will 
through June 2017.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 41 

TOYS

A wall haniging in the exhibit tells museum-goers about the 
history of chess. Photo by Mark Hallum

Continued from Page 43 

Film
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19-11 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., WHITESTONE, NY 11357  718.747.2583  BLVDRESTAURANT.COM  THEBLVD.WHITESTONE@AOL.COM

FREE PARKING IN REAR

The BLVD Dance Party 

Starts at 9:30 Every 

Friday and Saturday!

Have Your Next 

Party or Event at 

The BLVD Catering 

for 20-110 Guests

A
DULTS PARTY AT THE BLVD

KIDS PLAY ON BELL

Kick-Off the NFL 

Season with Us! 

All Well Drinks 

1/2 Price Every Monday 

& Thursday during the 

Game at the Bar.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

St. Francis Prep boys soc-
cer coach Franco Purificato 
doesn’t like the phrase re-
building. 

So he’s not using it to de-
scribe his squad this year. 

The Terriers aren’t re-
building. They’re doing 
something a bit more diffi-
cult. They’re trying to find 
some balance. 

St. Francis Prep is a young 
team this fall, bringing up 
several sophomores who they 
hope will have an immediate 
impact on the field. But while 
the youth factor is a key com-
ponent of the Terriers’ make-
up this season, the group also 
boasts a handful of returning 
players who want to close out 
their final high school season 
with a city title. 

If St. Francis Prep can 
find a balance between all 
of that, Purificato is certain, 
his team can compete. 

“We have a lot of real qual-

ity sophomores coming up 
and a lot of talent,” Purificato 
said. “I really think we can 
compete and be there in the 
end.”

Although it hasn’t been 
easy to find that middle 
ground between youth and 
experience, the Terriers have 
a serious advantage on their 
side. They’re a family—liter-
ally. 

St. Francis Prep boasts 
several pairs of brothers on 
this year’s roster, including 
several sophomore and se-
nior duos, and that kind of 
off-field chemistry has been 
key during early-season prac-
tices. 

“It feels amazing because 
winning is just going to make 
it that much more special,” 
said senior sweeper Sheldon 
May, whose younger brother 
Jordan is also on this year’s 
roster. “We have to play as 
hard as we can and do our 
thing. That’s all we can do.”

BY LAURA AMATO

The Bayside boys’ soccer 
team has very specific goals 
heading into this season —
rebuild, reload and keep the 
ball out of the back of the net. 

For the most part, the Com-
modores are certain they can 
achieve those goals.

With memories of last 
year’s semifinal loss to even-
tual PSAL champ Beacon 
still fresh in their minds, the 
Commodores are willing to 
do whatever it takes to tick off 
every box on their list of pre-
season expectations. 

“It happens every year, you 
lose people and you transi-
tion new kids in who’ve been 
around long enough to know— 
it’s just a matter of how are 
they going to gel,” Bayside 
coach Joe Corrado said. 

“A lot of teams in New 
York City are probably go-
ing through the same thing. 
It’s just whoever can pack 
the snowball better and 
make something of it and get 
it launched is really how it 
goes.”

The Commodores built 
their success last fall on a stin-
gy defense that racked up nine 
shutouts and this year prom-
ises to be no different.

If the defense can hold its 
own, Bayside is confident, the 
rest will fall into place. 

“Defense is the building 
block for any sport,” senior 
Joseph Guzzo said. “As defend-
ers you have to do your job 
or you lose. So I think we all 
know that’s a really important 
part.”

Bayside boasts a strong 
core of returning players as 
well as a handful of seniors 
who have already stepped up 
as leaders throughout the first 
few weeks of practice. 

“I think all of us as sopho-
mores and juniors were al-
ready kind of leaders,” senior 
center back Joshua De La 
Cruz said. “We had played 
with the seniors last year and 

I think that we’re ready to go. 
We can take the team far if we 
just settle into that.” 

In addition to Guzzo and De 
La Cruz, the Commodores will 
also depend on senior Ivan 
Barrera—who made five saves 
in four games last year—as 
well as Luis Mendez, who 
racked up six goals and three 
assists as a junior. 

But while the senior leader-
ship is key, the Commodores 
also bring a handful of fresh 
faces that they hope will add 
an extra spark across the 
field. 

“The young kids are here, 
it’s just a matter of can the old 
guys bring them under their 
wing and get them going,” Cor-
rado said. “We have a tough 
division and nothing is easy 
in the city. You’ve got to battle. 

It’s just going to be a team ef-
fort. It always is around here.”

The Commodores are well 
aware of the expectations 
heading into the season. But 
after back-to-back semifinal 
losses, they’re also more deter-
mined than ever to prove what 
Bayside soccer is made of. 

They’ve already accom-
plished the rebuilding and re-
loading, now it’s simply about 
playing shutdown defense and, 
most importantly, contending 
for a city title. 

“We work hard. We play 
with heart every game,” De La 
Cruz said. “And I think that 
we’re a really strong team, 
we’re all starting to get to-
gether. We haven’t developed 
anything quite yet, but we’re 
ready to go.”

Continued on Page 51

Bayside seniors Joshua De La Cruz (l) and Joseph Guzzo have watched 
their squad come up short in the postseason in the last two years, but 
this season the Commodores are chasing a city title.  

CNG/Laura Amato

St. Francis Prep senior captains Mariopio DiPasquale, Sheldon May and 
Matthias Adamek have settled into a leadership role for the Terriers 
this fall, looking to spark a deep playoff run.  CNG/Laura Amato

Bayside sets goals
Commodores taking aim at PSAL soccer crown

Terriers seek balance, 
CHSAA soccer title
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BY LAURA AMATO

They’re a US Open staple—
the giant, yellow tennis balls, 
gripped tightly in the hands 
of the sport’s youngest fans as 
they scream for just a moment 
of their favorite player’s time. 

Walk into any of the doz-
ens of stores at the USTA Bil-
lie Jean King National Tennis 
Center and they’ll be there in 
varying sizes and prices, a 
blank canvas almost asking to 
be covered in autographs. 

It’s a tradition that has 
come to define the US Open as 
much as night matches at Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium and traffic 
on the Grand Central Parkway 
before morning sessions. 

Those yellow tennis balls 
don’t blend into a crowd and 
that’s precisely what makes 
them so important. While 
slightly overpriced, they at-
tract players’ attention and 
make the final Grand Slam of 
the year just a bit more grand 
for its smallest fans. 

“It’s pretty cool,” said Ben 
Perks, 11, of Princeton, N.J. 
“You get like an in-person 
view. It’s neat to be able to 
meet them in person.”

The best place for a fan to 
come face-to-face with their 
tennis heroes, however, isn’t 

on the court. It’s just off it. 
At any point throughout 

the day, a small crowd of fans 
stands in wait just to the side 
of the US Open practice courts, 
looking to get stars’ signatures 
after they wrap up their pre-
match sessions. 

It’s a waiting game that re-
quires plenty of pre-planning 
and staring up at the practice 
schedule board in the middle 
of the facility. It also takes a 
bit of luck. 

Fans can find themselves 

waiting nearly an hour for 
players to come off the practice 
court and even an enormous 
tennis ball doesn’t guarantee 
a signature. Still, there’s noth-
ing quite like experiencing 
that rush of meeting a world-
class athlete up close and 
these fans are willing to wait 
for that moment. 

“We were told, you know 
you read all the blogs and stuff, 
this is the best way for kids to 
see the sport and see the play-
ers,” said New Jersey native 

Regina Gabriel, who brought 
her two children to the Open 
for the first time this year. 
“The players stop and talk as 
opposed to just kind of a pat on 
the back or something.”

Wilson has been selling the 
oversized tennis balls at the 
US Open since 1992 and there 
are no plans for that to stop 
any time soon. In fact, fans 
can now order the item online 
before they even make the trek 
to Flushing Meadows. 

After all, it never hurts to 

be prepared. 
The key, however, and what 

those brightly colored tennis 
balls offer is a chance to make 
the sport a bit smaller, a bit 
more intimate, even if just for 
a few moments in passing. 

“We came to expose [the 
kids] to the sport,” Gabriel 
said. “They can get so close to 
the players and really see it. 
It’s all right in front of them.”

It’s a different type of at-
mosphere for a tournament, 
an excited, almost relaxed ap-
proach that brings fans of any 
age as close to the game as pos-
sible. 

“There is a great vibe dur-
ing these couple of weeks for 
the tennis,” Novak Djokovic 
said after his first-round 
match. “Everybody’s in 
town. It’s always fun to be out 
there.”

For many fans at this year’s 
US Open, the autograph game 
is just as serious as any of the 
matches on the court. They’ve 
got the giant, yellow tennis 
balls and they’re determined 
to fill them with signatures. 

“I try and get players I see,” 
Perks said. “I’ve got Caroline 
Wozniacki and Kevin Ander-
son. But I really want to get 
Djokovic, too. That would be 
really cool.”

BY LAURA AMATO

It rained on the first Wedns-
day night of the US Open, 
but everything continued on 
schedule. 

For years, that would have 
been impossible in Flush-
ing Meadows, but a massive 
reconstruction project and 
brand-new $150 million roof 
later, things continued with-
out a hitch at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium.

At least there were no 
hitches when it came to the 
schedule. 

It rained, the roof closed 
and it got very, very loud. 

“Yeah, that surprised me. 
Was a little bit more noise than 
usual,” said Rafael Nadal, who 
became the first player to hit 
under Ashe’s closed roof, after 
his second-round match.

“Was a little bit strange. 
For moments it was a little bit 
too much during the points,” 
Nadal said. “I always love the 
energy and the noise of the 
New York crowd. It’s just fan-

tastic. You know, I feel very 
close to them because I play 
with a lot of passion, and they 
give me that electricity, that 
passion, no? But it is true that 
was a little bit more noisy than 
usual.”

The roof closed for the first 
time during Nadal’s night-ses-
sion match Aug. 31, but even 
when it’s open, the new addi-
tion partially encloses the fa-
cility and causes crowd noise 
to reverberate inside. 

It’s created a completely dif-
ferent atmosphere inside Ar-
thur Ashe and one that players 
weren’t entirely expecting at a 
Grand Slam tennis event.

“For sure it’s distracting 
in the beginning,” Anastasija 
Sevastova said after defeating 
Garbine Muguruza in straight 
sets that Wednesday. “I mean, 
you don’t expect it. But it’s Ar-
thur Ashe. I mean, how many 
thousand people are there?”

The new roof is, of course, 
the centerpiece of the U.S Ten-
nis Association’s $550 million 
expansion of the Billie Jean 

King National Tennis Center, 
but that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t a few hiccups with the 
new structure. After all, it’s 

only the first year. 
If there is one thing players 

hope changes—sooner rather 
than later—it’s the fans. Or at 

least their in-match murmur-
rings and movements. 

Nadal said he did get used 
to the dull buzz of the crowd 

The jam-packed crowd has been noisier than ever at Arthur Ashe Stadium during this year's US Open, with the 
sound on the court amplified under the brand-new roof.  Photo by Robert Cole

Saisai Zheng takes time to sign autographs for young fans.  Photo by Robert Cole

New roof at Arthur Ashe keeps rain out, sound in

Autograph seekers strike gold at Open
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BY LAURA AMATO

The Holy Cross football 
team has been waiting months 
for the season to start and 
now that it’s here, the squad is 
anxious to shed the memories 
of last fall’s disappointments. 

The Knights’ lack of ex-
perience showed on the field 
last season. Every game was 
a challenge, every play a new 
learning experience and, by 
the final whistle, there usu-
ally wasn’t much to celebrate. 

The team is focused on 
making sure that changes 
this season. 

Holy Cross returns a dou-
ble-digit number of starters 
this fall, including a core of 
senior leadership that has 
been ready to get back on the 
gridiron since the calendar 
turned to 2016. 

“It’s a tremendous boost 
because they all know each 
other,” Knights coach Tim 
Smith said. “They’ve all been 
through something together 
and they know they have a 
mission coming into this sea-
son. They understand what 
I want and what I expect. It’s 
been a tremendous offseason 
because of that.”

Holy Cross, like most 
teams in the city, spent sever-
al days this preseason attend-
ing an out-of-state camp, a 
jam-packed schedule that was 

as fun as it was exhausting. 
But while most teams use 

camp as a multi-day bonding 
exercise, the Knights used it 
to fine tune their collective 
on-field approach and set the 
kind of team-wide tone that 
will help the squad contend 
for a title. 

“Morning runs, morning 
practice, midday practice, 
night practice, film and then 
wake up and do it again,” 

senior linebacker Antwan 
Clay said of the squad’s camp 
schedule. “It’s fun though. It 
makes you go harder because 
all that hard work can’t go to 
waste.”

The Knights are hoping 
that that fall’s learning curve 
is a bit less steep than it was 
last season and the team is de-
termined to find the endzone 
more frequently than it did in 
2015. 

Holy Cross averaged just 
over 12 points last season, but 
with the returning starters 
slated to return this fall, the 
Knights are confident they 
can rack up touchdowns. 

“We’ve got one of the best 
coaching staffs in the league. 
We’re just hoping to get bet-
ter,” senior guard Jason Mohr 
said. “We have a lot of starters 
returning and that definitely 
raises the confidence. All 

those juniors from last year 
are coming in as seniors now 
and have already started and 
they know what to do.”

In addition to a year of 
starting experience under 
their collective belts, this 
year’s group of Knights also 
has the added benefit of hav-
ing played their entire career 
under Smith. 

It’s a camaraderie that has 
created a bond few teams can 
accomplish—even after days 
at camp. 

“For this particular team, 
I feel like this is my team,” 
Smith said. “I’ve had them 
from the beginning up until 
this point and my name is on 
it, my stamp is on it. The way 
I think and feel and my atti-
tude towards the game is all 
on it. They understand what 
I expect.”

Holy Cross faces a big-time 
test right out of the gate, squar-
ing off against cross-borough 
rival St. Francis Prep in the 
week-one opener. 

But while last year’s 
Knights may have been ner-
vous at the prospect of squar-
ing off against a rival in the 
first matchup of the year, this 
season’s squad is simply de-
termined to win.   

“Dominate,” Clay said. 
“We’ve just got to dominate. 
Leave no doubt as to what we 
can do.”

Holy Cross seniors Jason Mohr (l) and Antwan Clay (r) have been playing for head coach Tim Smith (c) for 
years and are hoping that long-term relationship pays off this fall.  CNG/Laura Amato

For Knights, experience is best teacher

once the roof was closed, but 
added it would be easier if 
fans could keep the stirring 
to a minimum. 

“The only thing they have 
to control a little bit better is 
when the gates are open and 
when the gates are closed,” 
the Spanish star suggested. 
For the people who are inside, 
there “should be a little bit 

of rules that, you know, they 
cannot leave their seat dur-
ing the game. They have to 
leave the seat when there is a 
changeover, no? That’s all.”

The roof closed again on 
Sept. 1 when mid-afternoon 
downpours forced play to be 
suspended everywhere ex-
cept Arthur Ashe Stadium. 
The crowd, once again, mur-
murred its approval for the 
new feature—and the contin-
ued play—and players, once 
again, had to refind their fo-

cus just a bit. 
It’s a new era in US Open 

tennis, one that’s going to take 
everyone just a little while to 
get used to. 

“We use our ears when we 
play. It’s not just the eyes,” 
Andy Murray said. “You know, 
it helps us pick up the speed of 
the ball, the spin that’s on the 
ball, how hard someone’s hit-
ting it. You know, it’s tricky. 
You know, you can still do it, 
but it’s harder, for sure.”

Purificato spoke to each and 
every one of his sophomore 
call-ups before the start of the 
season this year, making sure 
that they were confident head-
ing onto the field. 

He needs his players to at-
tack—no matter what age they 
are—as they look to snap a re-
cent scoring struggle that has 
become an unwelcome tradi-
tion at St. Francis Prep. 

“The sophomores have to 
not play scared,” Purificato 
said. “Know you can play and 
do the same thing you do nor-
mally. Don’t worry about these 
guys being bigger than you or 
stronger than you. Hopefully 
we can just go with that.”

The Terriers seniors have 
also done their best to snuff out 
any preseason nerves, stepping 
into a vocal leadership role 
that has helped create some 
much-needed team unity. 

“I remember when I was 
a sophomore I also made var-

sity and I looked up to the se-
niors,” midfielder Mariopio 
DiPasquale. “I wanted to be 
like them one day. So I think 
it’s kind of our job to set the 
example for them.” 

The Terriers know that 
nothing will be easy this 
fall—whether it’s finding on-
field chemistry or competing 
against some of the top soccer 
teams in the city. 

St. Francis Prep dropped a 
disappointing 1-0 loss to cross-
borough rival Archbishop 
Molloy in last year’s CHSAA 
Class AA semifinals.

It’s not the first time the 
Terriers have come up short 
of their ultimate goal, but this 
year the squad is certain, if 
they can find some balance on 
the field, they can contend. 

It’s not rebuilding. It’s sim-
ply the start of a new season. 

“We’re all a family here,” 
DiPasquale said. “We joke 
around, we have fun. But we 
also know when we have to 
work. I think we all really do 
push each other to get better 
every day.”

St. Francis New roof
Continued from Page 49 Continued from Page 50 
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Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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