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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Assembled near the bus stop 
where D’Aja Robinson died from 
a gunshot more than three years 
earlier, family members, elected 
officials and members of the com-
munity gathered to remember the 
14-year-old girl and pledge that 
more would be done to ensure 
that other young lives were not 
cut short by gun violence.

“We are here to memorialize 
an innocent person, a bystander,” 
Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica) said at the beginning of 
the ceremony, which was held in 
Baisley Pond Park near the inter-
section of Sutphin and Rockaway 
boulevards. 

On May 18, 2013, Robinson 
boarded a Q6 bus at the intersec-
tion at around 8:30 p.m., prepar-
ing to head home from a friend’s 
Sweet 16 birthday party. Someone 
fired into the bus. Wills said the 
shooters intended to hit a rival 
gang member who was also on 
the bus. Robinson was struck in 
the head and died at Jamaica Hos-
pital, and two men were arrested 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) has 
teamed up with Crown 
Container, a trash disposal 
company, to clean up “Res-
taurant Row” in Downtown 
Flushing.

40th Road, a 0.1-mile 
block in the heart of Flush-

ing, has more than 20 popu-
lar restaurants. The strip 
has had ongoing sanitation 
issues from garbage be-
ing left out in the streets 
for extended periods of 
time, which has resulted 
in leaked garbage bags, 
odors and sidewalks being 
blocked. 

“This street is a unique 

part of Flushing that is 
widely known both for its 
variety of restaurants and 
its mountains of garbage,” 
Koo said.

 The city partnered up 
with Crown Container, 
which just purchased 
$300,000 in new equipment 
for sanitation purposes 

BY BILL PARRY

The rising tide of anger at the 
city’s plan for a homeless shelter 
in Maspeth cost state Assembly-

woman Margaret Markey (D-
Maspeth) her chance for a tenth 
term in November. 

Brian Barnwell, 30, an attor-
ney from Woodside making his 

first foray into professional poli-
tics, stunned the Queens Demo-
cratic establishment by defeat-
ing Markey with more than 64 
percent of the vote in Tuesday’s 

Democratic primary, overwhelm-
ing Markey, who first won the 
seat in 1998.

Asked if she was shocked by 
the lopsided defeat, Markey said 
“to be honest with you, yes.”

Barnwell, who attended night-
ly rallies against the shelter at the 
Holiday Inn Express on 55th Road, 
also took part in a march that 
drew nearly 2,000 people Aug. 27. 
He said Markey’s reception by res-
idents at an Aug. 31 public meet-
ing about the 
shelter at the 
K no c kd ow n 
Center spoke 
volumes as 
Markey was booed incessantly 
and left in dismay.

“The community wants to 
know that their representatives 
are leading the charge on is-
sues,” he said. “The reaction at 
the Knockdown Center showed 
that the community had the per-
ception that she was not leading 
and that annoyed people. They 
awoke.”

Bob Holden, the president of 
the powerful Juniper Park Civic 
Association agreed, saying Mar-
key’s ouster put “all incumbents 
on warning” that they have to 

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10

Koo leads cleanup of 40th Road

BY BILL PARRY

The city will offer a 90-day amnesty program 
to individuals and businesses forgiving accumu-
lated penalties and fines on violations from the 
Department of Sanitation, the Department of 
Buildings and other city agencies. 

The biggest holiday of the year for the Hindu Temple Society of North America ends in a spectactular parade 
through Flushing following a silver chariot carrying a statue of the elephant god Ganesha.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Street named  
in honor of 

D’aja Robinson

City to give violators 
a break on penalties

Barnwell hands Markey defeat
Leadership on shelter issue questioned by constituents as 18-year run ends

FOLLOWING GANESHA

Councilman Peter Koo stands with of-
ficials from Crown Container on 40th 
Road Photo courtesy Peter KooContinued on Page 10
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) beat 
back a challenge from com-
munity organizer S.J. Jung 
and will represent the 16th 
District for the eighth time 
since 1999. 

Final unofficial results 
from the state Board of 
Elections put Stavisky at 
57.29 percent of the vote and 
Jung with 42.11 percent in 
the Democratic primary.

The incumbent held a 
celebration of her victory 
over Jung at Good Kitchen 
Seafood Restaurant at 135-
29 37th Ave. in Flushing. 

“This election was about 
issues, not personalities 
and the voters of District 16 
demonstrated their belief 
in civil and human rights,” 
Stavisky said of her vic-
tory.

Jung ran against 
Stavisky in 2014 and won 
about 40 percent of the 
vote.

“Last night, the voters 
have spoken and I humbly 
accept the results of the pri-
mary,” Jung said. “In a dif-
ferent capacity, I will con-
tinue to tackle these issues 
and make my contributions 
to the community.”

Over the course of the 
race, Jung attempted to 
have Stavisky thrown off 
the ballot by challenging 
her petition signatures. 
The battle went to a Board 
of Elections hearing, which 
reduced her 3,515 signa-
tures by about 2,200, then 
to the State Supreme Court, 
which left the incumbent 
with just over the required 
minimum of 1,000. Stavisky 
spoke out about Jung’s op-
position to abortion and 
LGBT rights, which drew 
protests from Democratic 
lawmakers in the borough.

Voter turnout at the 
polls for Tuesday’s Demo-
cratic primary was weak 
in the hotly contested race 
between the candidates.

Maria Nickens, coor-
dinator of the poll site at 
Benjamin Cardozo High 
School in Bayside, said only 
about 30 voters had arrived 
between 6 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m. to vote in the Stavisky 
vs. Jung race. She said she 
did not expect turnout to 
exceed the 140 voters who 
showed up at the site for the 
Democratic congressional 
primary in June.

The issues which mat-
tered to her in this elec-
tion were housing and the 
homeless problem. She 
lives in Bayside, and al-
though school overcrowd-
ing does not affect her, she 
knows the problem needs 
to be addressed by elected 
officials.

As she spoke, poll work-
ers yawned waiting for 
voters to arrive. The only 
people circulating through 
the halls of the high school 
were students making their 
way to class.

The Taiwan Center in 

Flushing shared the same 
stagnant atmosphere.

Leola Wayne, the coordi-
nator at the Taiwan Center’s 
polling station in Flushing, 
said they had only had 41 
voters between 6 a.m. and 
11 a.m. This was ground 
zero in the Stavisky-Jung 
race. Poll workers chatted 
among themselves to keep 
busy.

But a sudden spike at 
Cardozo around 4 p.m. 
brought in about 100 vot-
ers.

Korean-American voter 
Daniel Kim said his bal-
lot was cast in the spirit 
of improving business op-
portunities for Korean im-
migrants, who he claims 
have been leaving the city 
in the past decade. Jung is 
a Korean-American immi-
grant who has built a suc-
cessful life in Queens as a 
businessman and former 
president of the MinKwon 
Center for Community Ac-
tion.

“Hopefully, he’ll put 
us on the map and give 
us some good representa-
tion,” Kim said. “The cost 
of living is too ridiculous 
here. A lot of Koreans don’t 

think there is any merit to 
staying in New York — in 
America.”

Baysider Mike Cohen 
said he has always voted 
at the Cardozo HS poll site. 
But this time, the Board of 
Elections decided to flip 
the script and assign him 
to a different poll site. He 
said the issue was with his 
last name, a problem he be-
lieves would be unheard of 
in a presidential election.

--Throughout the bat-
tle for the district, which 
stretches from Woodside 
to Bayside and up through 
much of Flushing, Jung 
was the recipient of a back-
lash over his stance on pre-
venting marriage equality 
from being depicted in text-
books and his strict pro-life 
position.

Meanwhile, Stavisky 
collected endorsements 
from a slew of organiza-
tions, Queens elected offi-
cials, members of Congress 
and Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
State Sen. James Sand-

ers (D-Rochdale Village) 
defeated Community Board 
12 Chairwoman Adrienne 
Adams in a hard-fought 
match in which the Queens 
Democratic Party backed 
the challenger over the in-
cumbent.

Sanders received 56.8 
percent of the vote, with 
188 out of 192 precincts re-
porting, according to an 
unofficial vote count from 
the state Board of Elec-
tions. Adams received 41.4 
percent of the vote, accord-
ing to the BOE. In all, he 
received 5,010 votes out of 
8,814 cast, according to the 
BOE tally.

Sanders hosted a vic-
tory party at Pa-Nash Res-
taurant at 144-14 243rd St. 
in Rosedale.

“My opponent ran a 
spirited race and should 
be commended for it,” he 
said. “We have been given 
a mandate to move forward 
and shall.”

 He was elected to the 
state Senate in 2012 after 
serving in the City Coun-
cil for 12 years represent-
ing parts of southeastern 
Queens. During his tenure 
as councilman, he was the 
first African-American 
chairman of the Economic 
Development Committee in 
city history. 

Earlier this year, Sand-
ers briefly considered chal-
lenging U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) for his 
Congressional seat, and Ad-
ams said she joined the race 
after Sanders expressed an 
interest in higher office. 
Sanders withdrew from the 
Congressional race and de-
clared his intention to run 
for re-election to the Senate 
a short time later.

The Queens Democratic 
Party endorsed Adams in 
the race, and many notable 

Queens political figures 
subsequently offered their 
endorsements, including 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, the Rev. Floyd Flake 
of the Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral, Council mem-
bers Elizabeth Crowley and 
Rory Lancman and Public 
Advocate Letitia James. 

“I offer an olive branch. 
If they are serious about 
supporting the people, then 
we need to work together,” 
Sanders said. “I’m speak-
ing about the Queens Dem-
ocratic Party Organization.  
Let us serve the people to-
gether.” He received the sup-
port of Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and several unions and 
noted during the course of 
the campaign many of the 
lawmakers endorsing Ad-
ams were from outside the 
district. He said during the 
race that his consideration 

to run against Meeks, as 
well as his support for U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders in the 
Democratic presidential 
primary this year, pushed 
the Democratic Party of 
the borough to support his 
challenger.

A spokesman for Adams 
said she would continue as 
chair of Community Board 
12.

“Last night’s results 
serve to prove that there 
is still a strong desire 
across southeast Queens 
and Rockaway to see real 
change come to the 10th 
State Senate District,” the 
spokesman said. “Adrienne 
Adams brought experience, 
passion and, most impor-
tantly, integrity to this race 
and that resonated with a 
great many voters.”

Turnout had been sparse 
earlier in the day at Public 

School 52 in Springfield 
Gardens, but many poll 
workers said there would 
likely be a crunch in the 
evening hours. A poll coor-
dinator at PS 52 said there 
had been about 30 voters 
at the polls as of 11:30 a.m., 
and from past experience 
she said she expected about 
200 voters on a typical pri-
mary day. Turnout had 
also been reported as low in 
the Rockaways in the early 
afternoon.

“I feel like everybody’s 
waiting for November,” the 
PS 52 poll coordinator said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Stavisky beats S.J. Jung for 2nd time

Despite party snub Sanders wins primary

State Sen. James Sanders exits 
a polling place after casting his 
ballot. Photo by Nat Valentine

State Sen. Toby Stavisky pulled 
in 57 percent of the votes in 
the 16th District Democratic 
primary Photo by Michael Shain  

2016 QUEENS PRIMARY RESULTS
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

BELL BLVD 
SUNDAY 
STROLL

12 PM - 5 PM / 39TH - 41ST AVE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.BAYSIDEVILLAGEBID.COM OR CALL 718.423.2434

@baysidebid baysidevillagebid

Monday & Thursday 10am–7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10am–6pm
Saturday 1pm–6pm 
Sunday 12–4pm

PRICES SLASHED!

718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY

DINETTE 
& FURNITURE CENTER

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

STORE CLOSING!STORE CLOSING!

BY BILL PARRY

A Sept. 11 hero was hon-
ored in Astoria just days 
ahead of the 15th anniver-
sary of the terrorist attacks 
at the World Trade Center. 

The stretch of 29th 
Street between 21st Avenue 
and Ditmars Boulevard 
was co-named Lieutenant 
Theodore Leoutsakos Way 
in memory of the late Asto-
ria resident and New York 
State court officer who died 
of Sept. 11th-related cancer 
in 2015.

“We are proud to com-
memorate Lieutenant 
Theodore Leoutsakos’ con-
tribution to our city with 
this street co-naming,” 
City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “Leoutsakos’ assis-
tance at the World Trade 
Center rubble pile during 
the Sept. 11th rescue efforts 
demonstrated his sacrifice 

to our community. We hon-
or him for his dedication 
and service.”

Leoutsakos was a first 
responder who comman-
deered a jury van and was 
one of the first to arrive 
at the North Tower as the 
South Tower collapsed. He 
dug himself out and res-
cued fellow court officers 
and firefighters when the 
second tower fell.

He was also a Vietnam 
veteran who was wounded 
in the Tet Offensive, ac-
cording to state Court Offi-
cers Academy Chief Joseph 
Baccallieri, who called him 
a “true American hero” 
who served his country 
with pride and distinction. 
Leoutsakos succumbed to 
pancreatic cancer at the 
age of 65.

“We are so honored to 
have the street my fam-
ily has lived on for 47 years 
co-named in our father’s 

honor,” said Stacey Leout-
sakos, who was joined by 
sisters Cynthia and Stepha-
nie. “Our father was a man 
who believed in serving 
community and country.”

Leoutsakos and thou-
sands of other Sept. 11 first 
responders and survivors 
will be honored with a mon-
ument, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced on the 15th 
anniversary of the attacks. 
The memorial will pay trib-
ute to those who lost their 
lives as well as those who 
suffer from health issues 
related to the aftermath of 
the attacks.

“Fifteen years ago, 
New York’s first respond-
ers rushed into two towers 
engulfed in flames to save 
the lives of others without 
hesitation and then re-
mained there for months to 
rebuild Lower Manhattan 
with downtown residents 
and workers,” Cuomo said. 

“Their selflessness and 
bravery embodies the spirit 
of America and should nev-
er be forgotten. This monu-
ment will rightly serve 
as an eternal reminder of 

the courage, sacrifice and 
bravery demonstrated by 
our first responders and 
survivors in the aftermath 
of 9/11, and ensure that 
their legacy will never be 

forgotten.”
The announcement 

came just two days after the 
three lead sponsors of the 
James Zadroga 9/11 Health 
and Compensation Act sent 
a letter asking the governor 
for his support for such a 
monument. The letter was 
co-signed by U.S. Reps. Car-
olyn Maloney (D-Astoria),  
Peter King (R-LI) and Jer-
rold Nadler (D-Manhattan) 
and.

“I am very pleased that 
the governor has heeded 
our call and is beginning 
the process to build a me-
morial to honor the men 
and women we’ve lost since 
9/11 and the thousands 
more who are dealing with 
the health effects of being 
exposed to Ground Zero 
toxins,” Maloney said. 
“This new memorial will 
be another step in our ef-
forts to keep our promise to 
never forget.”

Astoria honors one of its fallen heroes
Street renaming pays tribute to 9/11 fi rst responder who survived attacks but succumbed to health effects

Councilman Costa Constantinides poses with Theodore 
Leoutsakos’ family after part of 29th Street was co-named in his 
honor. Photo Courtesy Constantinides’ office
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 DANCE

Season Subscriptions and 
Tickets available at: 
www.queenstheatre.org 
or 718.760.0064

2016/2017

IN THE CAR WITH BLOSSOM AND LEN
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials in 
southeast Queens are tak-
ing the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to task based on 
claims revealed in a recent 
class action lawsuit that 
accuses the federal depart-
ment of discriminatory 
housing policies.

Beginning in 2010, HUD 
began pooling defaulted 
mortgages insured by the 
Federal Housing Associa-
tion Mortgage Program and 
auctioning them, according 
to the lawsuit. The bidders 
at the auctions are often pri-
vate equity firms and hedge 
funds, and elected officials, 
including state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), said 
African-American hom-
eowners were feeling the 
brunt of the practice.

“This is injustice, pure 
and simple,” Comrie said. 
“Even if you disregard the 
ugly fact that this practice 
is targeting African-Amer-
ican homeowners, whose 
mortgages make up two-
thirds of those sold at auc-
tion even though African-
American homeowners 
account for only 28 percent 
of HUD notes, we are still 
looking at a policy that 
lacks any transparency and 
gives no regard to working 
families.”

Southeast Queens hom-

eowners Joseph Washing-
ton, St. Clair Blackett and 
Melissa Trotman, as well 
as Brooklyn resident Lu-
cille Mason, filed the suit 
Aug. 15 in federal court in 
Brooklyn. The suit asserts 
that homeowners with a 
federally insured mortgage 
that they have paid into 
and depended on lose the 
benefits of that program if 
the mortgage is sold at auc-
tion. 

According to Comrie, 
HUD found that modifica-
tions of mortgages were 
rare if they were auctioned. 
Of 113,000 mortgages auc-
tioned off, only 7 percent 
of those received a modi-
fication that might help 
homeowners stay in their 
homes. MFY Legal Servic-
es assisted the homeowners 
in filing the suit, and staff 
attorney Linda Jun said 
people were being kept in 
the dark about the state of 
their mortgages.

“An FHA mortgage 
comes with benefits that 
homeowners pay for as 
part of their monthly pre-
mium,” Jun said. “By not 
informing homeowners 
that their mortgages are to 
be sold and their benefits 
terminated, HUD denies 
these homeowners their 
due process rights to object 
and to intervene to stop the 
sale. It’s frustrating for us 
and disastrous for the hom-

eowner.”
The suit was filed 

against HUD and HUD Sec-
retary Julian Castro, FHA 
Commissioner Edward 
Golding, and Caliber Home 
Loans, which is a subsid-
iary of the private equity 
firm Lone Star Funds.

Officials noted that black 
homeowners in southeast 
Queens were particularly 
hard hit by the mortgage 
note auctions. Between 2012 
and 2014, about 25 percent 
of HUD’s note sales in New 
York City were in south-
east Queens. Among sales 
in predominantly African-
American neighborhoods, 
41 percent were located in 
southeast Queens.

“These hedge funds are 
doing just fine on their 
own, while our hardwork-
ing New Yorkers have been 
getting misinformed when 
they need help to stay in 
their homes,” Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-
Arverne) said. “Enough is 
enough. We have seen too 
many homes in Southeast 
Queens remain vacant and 
abandoned, allowing for 
blight and criminal activ-
ity to burden our communi-
ties.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Borough pols accuse HUD 
of discriminatory policies

Councilman I. Daneek Miller (center) stands with elected officials and staff of MFY Legal Services to 
protest what they said were discriminatory HUD practices. Courtesy of Council member Miller
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BY MARK HALLUM

To address the need 
for better mental health 
services throughout the 
city, Deputy Mayor Rich-
ard Buery, Mental Health 
Commissioner Gary 
Belkin and Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens) held 
a forum to discuss the 
ThriveNYC program and 
how community organi-
zations can help support 
the nearly one in five New 
Yorkers experiencing psy-
chological trouble. 

The Monday forum, 
hosted by Samuel Field Y at 
58-20 Little Neck Parkway, 
informed listeners about 
what the program aims to 
do, attitudes toward  men-
tal health assistance that 
need to be changed and 
how organizations can get 
involved.

According to the city 
website, ThriveNYC is a 
health plan which will 
train 250,000 employees 
and shift the perception 
of mental illness from an 
issue which is misunder-
stood and stigmatized to 
an aspect of life New York-
ers can easily seek help 
for.. 

Some aspects of the 
ThriveNYC program are 
already in the works. Ac-
cording to Buery, hiring 
for a  hotline has already 
taken place with language 
diversity in mind. About 
100 mental health profes-
sionals have also been 
hired and each will be as-

signed to 10 schools where 
they will advise staff on 
how to build a healthy psy-
chological environment 
for students. 

Grodenchik led the con-
versation by explaining 
how mental illness had 
affected his family, caus-
ing one member to com-
mit suicide. He spoke of 
the dangers posed by the 
stigma of mental illness 
and how it prevents people 
from seeking treatment or 
support.

“We see this as a prob-
lem that affects every as-
pect of our lives and every 
community,” Belkin said, 
and explained how differ-
ent cultures face mental 
health crises. The white 
population, for example, 
suffers the least and is 
statistically less likely to 
take their own lives com-
pared to black and Asian 
demographics. Suicide is 
the top 10 leading cause of 
death for Asian-American 
men, according to Belkin.

Buery said cultural 
barriers must be decon-
structed so people can feel 
open to the treatment they 
may need. ThriveNYC will 
focus on investing in chil-
dren and introduce them 
to the program early on. 
He explained that issues 
like depression should be 
treated with the same atti-
tude as a broken leg; with-
out shame, and without 
barriers.

Jeri Mendolsohn, ex-
ecutive vice president and 
CEO of Samuel Field Y, 
said the systems created 
for community outreach 
are often too complicated 
to accomplish their goals. 
A city program partnering 
with the cultural aspects 
that can only be found 
with community organiza-
tions is one way she sees 
the ThriveNYC working 
successfully within the di-
verse facets of Queens, but 
stressed the importance 
of simplicity between the 
city and groups.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew visited Queens 
College Tuesday to partici-
pate in a student town hall 
meeting about the nation’s 
recovering economy and 
federal aid for CUNY.

In the conversation 
with students moderated 
by NPR business anchor 
David Brancaccio, Lew 
discussed the renewed eco-
nomic health of the United 
States and the role finan-
cial reform and growth in 
the global economy played 
in the turnaround.

Lew, a Queens native, 
graduated from Forest 
Hills High School before 
attending Harvard. He 
served as director of the 
Office of Management and 
Budget during the Clinton 
administration from 1998 to 
2001 and then for President 
Obama from 2010 to 2012. In 
2013 he became secretary of 
the treasury.

Around 100 students 
packed the Rosenthal Li-
brary auditorium. Lew 
spoke with Brancaccio be-
fore students took to the 
microphone and asked the 
secretary pressing ques-
tions about the economy, 
which fell into a deep reces-
sion in 2008 because of the 
mortgage crisis. 

“Around the world peo-
ple look at the United States 
as a model of resilience be-
cause we bounced back,” 
Lew said. We created 15 mil-
lion new jobs, we have an 
economy that’s been grow-
ing. The challenge we have 
is how to make sure the rest 
of the world grows and how 
do we grow faster.” 

One student asked what 
could be done on a federal 
level to address the needs 
at CUNY.”

“Queens College and 
CUNY in general is an ex-
traordinary asset for New 
York City,” he said. “My sis-
ter went to Queens College 

and my aunt. So we have a 
long history in our family of 
taking advantage of the fact 
that there’s an affordable 
college education available 
here at Queens College. At 
a federal level we do things 
like Pell grants that go a 
long way for those in finan-
cial need.”

Lew acknowledged that 
the current $6,600 tuition 
was low by national stan-
dards, but it still increased 
from $4,200 in 2009 for a 50 
percent increase. Lew ex-
plained that the pressure 
on public budgets could be 
a factor for a raise in tu-
ition. 

“I don’t know that there’s 
direct federal assistance 
that would be unique to a 
public system like CUNY,” 
he said. “But I do think that 
making sure  we pay for Pell 
grants and have other forms 
of assistance for students 
who are in need is impor-
tant. We need to make sure 
we run student loan pro-
grams in a way that it pro-
vides understandable and 
affordable financing and 
repayment terms that are 
consistent with opening op-
portunities, not closing op-
portunities. Those are the 
kinds of things we should 
do on a federal level.”

Lew also discussed the 
redesigning of currency to 
add a woman for the first 
time in U.S. history, a story 
that caused controversy 
earlier this year when an-
nounced. 

ThriveNYC explained
Forum addresses goals of mental health program

Councilman Barry Grodenchik and Deputy Mayor Richard Buery 
hold a forum with Little Neck residents to discuss and answer 
questions regarding ThriveNYC. Photo by Mark Hallum

Queens College town hall 
hosts Treasury Secretary Lew

U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew (l) talks with NPR business an-
chor David Brancaccio at Queens College Photo by Gina Martinez
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Shopping
Galore!

MYRTLE AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

MYRTLE AVENUE 

FALL STREET FESTIVALMYRTLE AVENUE 

FALL STREET FESTIVAL

Sunday,
Sept. 18th

12 pm - 6 pm

Sunday,
Sept. 18th

12 pm - 6 pm

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489
“QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

Program Support Provided By Ridgewood Local Development Corporation

MYRTLE AVENUE FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE

CORPORATE EVENT SPONSORS

Joe Fuoco’s Music Center
12:30 – 5:00PM

RIDGEWOOD DANCE STUDIO
12:00 – 12:30PM

71ST AVE PLAZA
(JUST OFF MYRTLE & FOREST AVES.)

Antique & Custom Cars 
from East Coast Car & 

Riviera Owners Associations
12:00 – 4:00PM

Between 
Forest Ave. & Centre Street

OVER 200 
MERCHANTS

Children’s Rides
Game Booths

COMING SOON...
 - Saturday, Oct. 22nd

 - Saturday, November 26th

MYRTLE AVENUE FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE
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Watch MLB, The Playoffs,  
NCAA & NFL Football

 
 

 

Sunday Funday - Giveaways & Drink Specials 
Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm $13.95 & Bottomless 

Brunch $26.95 - 2 Hours Unlimited Cocktails

OR TAKE A CAB WITH LINDYS & RETURN IS FREE* 

 
 

FREE

O’NEILL’S MASPETH 
GREAT VIEW, TERRIFIC FOOD & PLENTY TO CHEER ABOUT

 718.672.9696 

THURSDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

MARGARITA 

PIZZA 

GET IN ON THE ACTION
LIVE SPORTS ACTION ON MORE THAN 65 TVS WITH  

SURROUND SOUND YOU’LL FEEL LIKE YOU’RE ON THE FIELD

FOX  
SOCCER  

PLUS
AVAILABLE

MONDAY  
NIGHT  

FOOTBALL

50 CENT WINGS  
20 FLAVORS  
TO CHOOSE FROM 

 
 

 BBQ 
 

 
 

 
 

VOTED BEST WINGS  
AT THE CITIFIELD  
WING CONTEST
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800.581.2889 www.FlushingBank.com

Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus
Flushing Bank Mobile

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an 
existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is 
required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for 
IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%

BY BILL PARRY

Weeks after 45-year-old 
Sean Crume was killed 
by a hit-and-run driver on 
21st Street in Astoria, Com-
munity Board 1 endorsed 
a resolution calling on the 
city Department of Trans-
portation for a comprehen-
sive redesign of the entire 
length of 21st Street. 

The DOT responded 
with a plan in July and last 
week the agency installed 
a traffic light at 30th Road 
and 21st Street, the inter-
section where Crume was 
killed.

“This new traffic light 
will help improve public 
safety at this intersection 
and work to calm traffic 
along 21st Street,” City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “The tragic hit-and-
run that occurred in early-
April underscored what 

this community has known 
for years -- that this inter-
section was in great need of 
a traffic light. We learned 
from this tragedy and are 
taking action to ensure 
something like this doesn’t 
happen again.”

21st Street has long 
been known as “the speed-
way” where 1,000 vehicles 
an hour race from the Tri-
borough Bridge to the free 
Queensboro Bridge. Four 
fatalities have occurred in 
collisions along 21st Street 
since 2009, according to Vi-
sion Zero View, a city web-
site.

“This newly installed 
signal adds to nearly two 
miles of safety improve-
ments installed along 
21st Street in 2015,” DOT 
Queens Borough Commis-
sioner Nicole Garcia said. 
“The signal helps clarify 
the right of way for every-
one using the street, espe-

cially youngsters heading 
to the Variety Boys & Girls 
Club of Queens.”

Hundreds of children 
and their families attend 
the club each day, accord-
ing to Executive Director 
Matthew Troy.

“We could not be more 
grateful for the team effort 
that led to a new crosswalk 
being built,” he said. “For 
years, our club has worked 
collaboratively with our 
elected officials to raise 
awareness for a crosswalk 
at 30th Road and 21st Street. 
Today is a monumental 
achievement for our com-
munity that fixes one of the 
most dangerous intersec-
tions in all of Queens.”

According to NYPD 
data, the intersection at 
30th Road was the scene of 
12 crashes in 2015. There 
was not a traffic light or 
even a stop sign.

“The addition of this 

traffic light will ensure 
each member of our com-
munity faces less risk of 
death or injury just by walk-
ing our streets,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) said. “Enhancements 
such as these demonstrate 
our commitment to safer 
streets and the importance 
of making investments in 
our infrastructure.”

The driver who struck 
and killed Crume was not 
apprehended and the inves-
tigation continues, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

“Walking and crossing 
Astoria streets should not 
be a game of chance with 
the odds stacked against 
pedestrians, with children 
especially at risk,” state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) said. 
“This new light will slow 
down speeding cars and 
make everyone safer, in-
cluding drivers.”

Astoria intersection gets new traffi c light
DOT attempt to calm traffi c on 21st Street draws support of Constantinides and Simotas

A new traffic light is meant to calm traffic along 21 Street, long 
known as “the speedway.”
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for the crime. Kevin Mc-
Clinton, 22, was convicted 
of the murder earlier this 
year. On Wednesday, he 
was sentenced for 40 years 
to life in prison. 

Shamel Capers, the 
other suspect, is awaiting 
trial.

Shadia Sands, Robin-
son’s mother, expressed 
her thanks to everyone 
who offered her family sup-
port during the previous 
three years as she stood 
at the podium, flanked by 
her own mother and a pic-
ture of her daughter.

“As parents, we’re 
strong, we try our best,” 
she said. “We take things 

one day at a time. We’re 
survivors. This is another 
milestone on the course to 
change.”

After Robinson’s death, 
elected officials launched 
New York City’s Gun Vio-
lence Crisis Management 
System, which allocates 
resources to specific police 
precincts with high levels 
of gun violence. In South 
Jamaica, LIFE Camp, a 
Cure Violence partner 
headed by Erica Ford, has 
seen 600 days without a 
single shooting death in its 
target area, which spans 
from 111th and 118th Av-
enues from 146th Street to 
Guy R. Brewer Boulevard.

Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D-Brooklyn), a 
co-chairman of the Coun-
cil’s Gun Violence Task 

Force, said the push to re-
duce gun violence in com-
munities like south Jamai-
ca belied easy solutions 
and such areas needed ro-
bust support from the city.

“Don’t say you’re sorry 
if you won’t give us the re-
sources we need,” he said. 
“Stop putting forward sim-
plistic solutions to com-
plex problems, because if 
the simplistic solutions 
worked, they would have 
worked already.” 

Wills also briefly men-
tioned two initiatives 
he was working on with 
other elected officials, but 
hesitated to go too far into 
specifics. The D’Aja Rob-
inson Redemption Act, he 
said, would allocate funds 
so people convicted of gun 
violence could perform 

community service in 
their neighborhoods post-
release. 

He also was looking for 
spaces on Sutphin Boule-
vard for the D’Aja Robin-
son and Dalilah Muham-
mad Young Girls Center, 
where teenage women 
from the community could 
gather in a safe space for 
activities, programs, and 
to hang out in peace. Mu-
hammad is a track-and-
field athlete who was born 
in Jamaica and won a gold 
medal in the 400-meter 
hurdles at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

that will help clean 40th 
Road and other Flushing 
streets. Crown Container 
will provide 150 fourty-five 
gallon pails to all food es-
tablishment that will pre-
vent bags from piling up 
and leaking. In addition 
trucks with cart tippers 
will help lessen the spill-
age from containers that 
leave behind odors. Gar-
bage collections will occur 
twice a day, once at 5 p.m. 
and then at 10 p.m.

 “Crown Container is 
thrilled to supply our 40th 
Road restaurant custom-
ers with new toter pails in 
order to help the downtown 
Flushing community with 
keeping 40th Road clean,” 
Jerry Antonacci, president 
of Crown Container, said. 
“The pails are designed to 
keep the sidewalks clean 
and the streets free of gar-
bage and liquids. After the 
40th Road pilot is complete, 
we will then offer this new 
sanitation program to oth-
er downtown Flushing res-
taurants. This effort along 
with our new composting 

program in downtown 
Flushing will not only 
make Flushing green, but 
also clean.”

An additional measure 
to ensure cleanliness will 
be a $350 fine from the De-
partment of Sanitation is-
sued to any restaurant that 
leaves bags or bins behind 
past collection times

“We’re here today to an-
nounce what we hope will 
finally become a solution 
to the perpetual garbage 
problem on 40th Road,” 
Koo said. “This street is 
a unique part of Flushing 
that is widely known both 

for its variety of restau-
rants and its mountains 
of garbage. Ultimately, the 
responsibility lies with all 
of us to ensure the sanita-
tion of our community. 
At the end of the day, this 
comes down to acting as a 
responsible neighbor.”

 The councilman said 
his office had also been 
working with the Flushing 
BID.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 
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D’Aja

40th Street

work hard, especially on 
issues like the shelter. He 
watched as Barnwell did 
the hard work during his 

yearlong campaign, rare-
ly missing a community 
board of civic association 
meeting, something Mar-
key never did.

“She had a long record 
of ‘doing nothing,’ she came 
to one of our meetings in 
18 years,” Holden said. 
“Brian’s victory has given 
everyone the hope that we 
can change the way the 
Democratic Party operates 
here in Queens.”

Barnwell will face Re-
publican Tony Nunziato in 
November’s general elec-
tion. The Maspeth florist 
has been a key figure in the 
shelter protests as well who 
has run against   before.

At Frank Kowalinski 
Post in Maspeth, where he 
election party was planned, 
Markey seemed stunned as 
she thanked her staff but 
then grew emotional when 
speaking of her unfinished 
business in Albany. For 
more than a decade she 
led the fight for the Child 
Victims Act, which would 
eliminate the statute of 
limitations for child sex 
abuse crimes.  It has passed 

the Assembly four times in 
various forms since 2006, 
but has never made it to the 
floor of the Senate.

“What upsets me is my 
bill, the Child Victims Act. 
It’s very important and I 
don’t know what will hap-
pen now,” Markey said. 
“The victims are very im-
portant to me and I will try 
and stay involved so when 
we get that passed, I will be 
there.”

After giving his vic-
tory speech to supporters 
and volunteers at O’Neill’s 
Pub in Maspeth, Barnwell 
looked at a margin of vic-
tory at nearly 28 percent-
age points and figured he 
might have beaten Markey-
without the shelter issue. 
“It’s very hard to beat an 
incumbent but hard work 
by myself and my volun-
teers got it done, we were 
all committed to changing 
things for the better,” Barn-
well said after his victory 

speech at O’Neill’s Pub in 
Maspeth. “I went the extra 
mile every single day. I’d 
show up and talk to people. 
I gave my cell phone num-
ber to thousands of individ-
uals. People want to be able 
to talk to their representa-
tives. In the end, I think if 
people didn’t want change, 
I would have lost.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 

The initiative, “Forgiv-
ing Fines: The New York 
City Amnesty Program,” 
which was proposed by 
City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst) and 
approved by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio in April, opened 
Monday and runs through 
Dec. 12.  It covers viola-
tions left unpaid that are 
now in judgment.

To have a violation in 
judgment means the city 
has filed a public record of 
the liability due to a viola-
tion involving the entire 
amount. It excludes park-
ing tickets, criminal viola-
tions, and violations over 
$25,000.

“This temporary am-

nesty program is a win-
win for our city, for small 
businesses and for prop-
erty owners with Envi-
ronmental Control Board 
judgments,” Ferreras-
Copeland said. “It will give 
New Yorkers a break while 
helping the city quickly 
recuperate over $1 billion 
that is owed in ECB debt, 
which could be going to-
wards programs and ser-
vices.”

F e r r e r a s - C o p e l a n d 
announced the initiative 
with city Department of 
Finance Commissioner 
Jacques Jiha Monday in 
front of Angelo’s Pizza on 
103rd Street in Corona.

“Close to 1.4 million 
violations have gone into 
judgment,” Jiha said. “The 
last time we offered any 
kind of penalty relief was 
in 2009, and we believe the 

time has come to give New 
York City taxpayers the 
opportunity and incentive 
to resolve their debt with 
the city.”

Any business or indi-
vidual with violations in 
judgment that have been 
adjudicated by the Envi-
ronmental Control Board 
may participate in the am-
nesty program. Individu-
als and businesses with 
judgments containing 
hearing default penalties 
can have 100 percent of the 
penalties as well as inter-
est forgiven.

Those who have attend-
ed hearings and do not 
have default penalties only 
have to pay 75 percent of 
the base fine and will also 
have interest forgiven. Af-
ter the amnesty period, in-
dividuals and businesses 
will have to pay 100 percent 

of interest and penalties on 
top of their base fines.

The program covers 
violations such as illegal 
posting of a handbill or 
notice, improper storage 
of receptacles, improper 
or misused recycling con-
tainers, failure to comply 
with an order of the com-
missioner, work without a 
permit, failure to conduct 
required inspections and 
tests and vending mer-
chandise or food in a re-
stricted area.

For more information 
and the most frequently 
asked questions, visit For-
giving Fines online.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Markey

Amnesty

MARGARET MARKEY

BRIAN BARNWELL

For more hyper-local Queens 
news on your computer, 

smartphone, or iPad, visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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NOW ACCEPTING

RESERVATIONS!
Spaces Filling Up Quickly! 

Reservations accepted through 
phone only. Please no emails.

October 10th - 13th

 & 17th - 20th

 Starting at 7:00pm
Featuring Live Music by

Die Spitzbuam
INCLUDES  4 COURSE MEAL

Menu To Be Announced
Call to Reserve your spot:

718.386.3014


