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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials in south-
east Queens are taking the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development to 
task based on claims revealed 
in a recent class action law-
suit that accuses the federal 
department of discriminatory 
housing policies.

Beginning in 2010, HUD 
began pooling defaulted mort-
gages insured by the Federal 
Housing Association Mort-
gage Program and auctioning 
them, according to the lawsuit. 
The bidders at the auctions 
are often private equity firms 
and hedge funds, and elected 
officials, including state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
said African-American home-
owners were feeling the brunt 
of the practice.

“This is injustice, pure and 
simple,” Comrie said. “Even 
if you disregard the ugly fact 
that this practice is targeting 
African-American homeown-
ers, whose mortgages make 
up two-thirds of those sold at 
auction even though African-
American homeowners ac-
count for only 28 percent of 
HUD notes, we are still look-
ing at a policy that lacks any 
transparency and gives no re-

BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

In an usually competitive 
Democratic primary season 
for Queens, state Assembly-
woman Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth) was swept out of 
office by a 30-year-old commu-
nity activist, but state Sens. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
and James Sanders (D-Roch-
dale Village) held onto their 
seats despite strong challenges 
from their opponents.

 Once the polls closed at 
9 p.m., the results came in 
quickly, reflecting the light 
turnout reported across the 
borough for the third primary 
so far this year.

 The Stavisky and Sanders 
contests made it onto several 
media lists of the important 
races to watch in the Sept. 13 
primary. But the upset of the 
day occurred in the 30th As-
sembly District, where Mar-
key captured only 34 percent 
of the vote to 66 percent for 
Bryan Barnwell, a lawyer, 
who had campaigned against 
her for a year.  Markey, who 
was first elected to the Assem-
bly in 1998,  lost major support 
among voters in her district 
because of her slow public op-
position to a homeless shelter 
proposed for Maspeth.

 Stavisky faced an aggres-
sive rival in S.J. Jung, a com-

Continued on Page 34Continued on Page 48
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For three days Queens took 
time to remember the more 
than 200 borough residents 
who died in the Sept. 11 attacks 
on the World Trade Center. Mo-
ments were also set aside for 
the first responders and volun-
teers who died from inhaling 
the toxic dust as they worked 

on the pile to recover bodies 
where the towers collapsed.

State Sen. Tony Avella led 
his 11th wreath-laying mo-
torcade to pay respects to the 
fallen,  Glen Oaks held a vigil 
at Tribute Triangle Park, over 
400 bikers joined the Run for 
Richie to honor a Forest Hills 

Ambulance Corps volunteer, a 
street in Astoria was renamed 
for a court officer who spent 
months on the pile at ground 
zero and the annual candle-
light vigil in Juniper Park 
drew more than 1,000 people. 
See Pages 3, 9, 18, 20-21.Getting ready for the 9/11 memorial candlelight vigil at Juniper Valley 

Park, one of the largest such events in Queens.  Photo by Michael Shain 

This is probably the moment that undid nine-term Assemblywoman Marge Markey in this week's Democratic 
primary. Under heavy booing, she waves goodbye and walks out of an angry community board hearing on a 
proposed homeless shelter in Maspeth.  Photo by Michael Shain

SE Queens hit 
by mortgage 

pools, pols say

Queens commemorates 9/11

Markey trounced in primary
Sanders, Stavisky hold onto seats after tough races for state Senate
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BY BILL PARRY

Weeks after 45-year-old 
Sean Crume was killed by 
a hit-and-run driver on 21st 
Street in Astoria, Commu-
nity Board 1 endorsed a reso-
lution calling on the city De-
partment of Transportation 
for a comprehensive redesign 
of the entire length of 21st 
Street. 

The DOT responded with 
a plan in July and last week 
the agency installed a traf-
fic light at 30th Road and 21st 
Street, the intersection where 
Crume was killed.

“This new traffic light 
will help improve public safe-
ty at this intersection and 
work to calm traffic along 
21st Street,” City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said. “The tragic 
hit-and-run that occurred in 
early-April underscored what 
this community has known 
for years -- that this intersec-
tion was in great need of a 
traffic light. We learned from 
this tragedy and are taking 
action to ensure something 
like this doesn’t happen 
again.”

21st Street has long been 
known as “the speedway” 
where 1,000 vehicles an hour 
race from the Triborough 

Bridge to the free Queens-
boro Bridge. Four fatalities 
have occurred in collisions 
along 21st Street since 2009, 
according to Vision Zero 
View, a city website.

“This newly installed sig-
nal adds to nearly two miles 
of safety improvements in-
stalled along 21st Street in 
2015,” DOT Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Gar-
cia said. “The signal helps 
clarify the right of way for ev-
eryone using the street, espe-
cially youngsters heading to 
the Variety Boys & Girls Club 
of Queens.”

Hundreds of children and 
their families attend the club 
each day, according to Execu-
tive Director Matthew Troy.

“We could not be more 
grateful for the team effort 
that led to a new crosswalk be-
ing built,” he said. “For years, 
our club has worked collab-
oratively with our elected of-
ficials to raise awareness for 
a crosswalk at 30th Road and 
21st Street. Today is a monu-
mental achievement for our 
community that fixes one of 
the most dangerous intersec-
tions in all of Queens.”

According to NYPD data, 
the intersection at 30th Road 
was the scene of 12 crashes in 
2015. There was not a traffic 
light or even a stop sign.

“The addition of this traf-
fic light will ensure each 
member of our community 
faces less risk of death or 
injury just by walking our 
streets,” state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. 
“Enhancements such as 
these demonstrate our com-
mitment to safer streets and 
the importance of making in-
vestments in our infrastruc-
ture.”

The driver who struck 
and killed Crume was not ap-
prehended and the investiga-
tion continues, according to 
the NYPD.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Assembled near the bus 
stop where D’Aja Robinson 
died from a gunshot more 
than three years earlier, fam-
ily members, elected officials 
and members of the commu-
nity gathered to remember the 
14-year-old girl and pledge that 
more would be done to ensure 
that other young lives were not 
cut short by gun violence.

“We are here to memorial-
ize an innocent person, a by-
stander,” Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) said at the 
beginning of the ceremony, 
which was held in Baisley 
Pond Park near the intersec-
tion of Sutphin and Rockaway 
boulevards. 

On May 18, 2013, Robinson 
boarded a Q6 bus at the inter-
section at around 8:30 p.m., 
preparing to head home from 
a friend’s Sweet 16 birthday 
party. Someone fired into the 
bus. Wills said the shooters 
intended to hit a rival gang 
member who was also on the 
bus. Robinson was struck in 
the head and died at Jamaica 
Hospital, and two men were 
arrested for the crime. Kevin 
McClinton, 22, was convicted 
of the murder earlier this 
year. On Wednesday, he was 
sentenced for 40 years to life in 
prison. 

Shamel Capers, the other 
suspect, is awaiting trial.

Shadia Sands, Robinson’s 
mother, expressed her thanks 
to everyone who offered her 
family support during the pre-
vious three years as she stood 
at the podium, flanked by her 
own mother and a picture of 
her daughter.

“As parents, we’re strong, 
we try our best,” she said. “We 
take things one day at a time. 
We’re survivors. This is an-
other milestone on the course 
to change.”

After Robinson’s death, 

elected officials launched 
New York City’s Gun Violence 
Crisis Management System, 
which allocates resources to 
specific police precincts with 
high levels of gun violence. In 
South Jamaica, LIFE Camp, a 
Cure Violence partner headed 
by Erica Ford, has seen 600 
days without a single shooting 
death in its target area, which 
spans from 111th and 118th Av-
enues from 146th Street to Guy 
R. Brewer Boulevard.

Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D-Brooklyn), a co-
chairman of the Council’s Gun 
Violence Task Force, said the 
push to reduce gun violence 
in communities like south Ja-
maica belied easy solutions 
and such areas needed robust 
support from the city.

“Don’t say you’re sorry if 
you won’t give us the resourc-
es we need,” he said. “Stop 
putting forward simplistic so-
lutions to complex problems, 

because if the simplistic solu-
tions worked, they would have 
worked already.” 

Wills also briefly men-
tioned two initiatives he was 
working on with other elected 
officials, but hesitated to go too 
far into specifics. The D’Aja 
Robinson Redemption Act, he 
said, would allocate funds so 
people convicted of gun vio-
lence could perform commu-
nity service in their neighbor-
hoods post-release. 

He also was looking for 
spaces on Sutphin Boulevard 
for the D’Aja Robinson and 
Dalilah Muhammad Young 
Girls Center, where teenage 
women from the community 
could gather in a safe space 
for activities, programs, and 
to hang out in peace. Muham-
mad is a track-and-field ath-
lete who was born in Jamaica 
and won a gold medal in the 
400-meter hurdles at the 2016 
Rio Olympics.

A new traffic light is meant to 
calm traffic along 21 Street, long 
known as “the speedway.”

A large crowd celebrates a street renaming in honor of D'Aja Robinson, 
who was shot to death in 2013. Attendees included Robinson's mother, 
Shadia Sands (second from left) and Councilman Ruben Wills (third from 
left). Photo by Patrick Donachie

Astoria intersection
gets new traffi c light

Street named for D’Aja
Community honors 14-year-old victim of gun violence
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew visited Queens Col-
lege Tuesday to participate in 
a student town hall meeting 
about the nation’s recovering 
economy and federal aid for 
CUNY.

In the conversation with 
students moderated by NPR 
business anchor David Bran-
caccio, Lew discussed the re-
newed economic health of the 
United States and the role fi-
nancial reform and growth in 
the global economy played in 
the turnaround.

Lew, a Queens native, grad-
uated from Forest Hills High 
School before attending Har-
vard. He served as director of 
the Office of Management and 
Budget during the Clinton ad-
ministration from 1998 to 2001 
and then for President Obama 
from 2010 to 2012. In 2013 he 
became secretary of the trea-
sury.

Around 100 students packed 
the Rosenthal Library audito-

rium. Lew spoke with Bran-
caccio before students took to 
the microphone and asked the 
secretary pressing questions 
about the economy, which fell 
into a deep recession in 2008 
because of the mortgage cri-
sis. 

“Around the world people 
look at the United States as a 
model of resilience because we 
bounced back,” Lew said. We 
created 15 million new jobs, 
we have an economy that’s 
been growing. The challenge 
we have is how to make sure 
the rest of the world grows and 
how do we grow faster.” 

One student asked what 
could be done on a federal 
level to address the needs at 
CUNY.”

“Queens College and CUNY 
in general is an extraordinary 
asset for New York City,” he 
said. “My sister went to Queens 
College and my aunt. So we 
have a long history in our fam-
ily of taking advantage of the 
fact that there’s an affordable 
college education available 

here at Queens College. At a 
federal level we do things like 
Pell grants that go a long way 
for those in financial need.”

Lew acknowledged that the 
current $6,600 tuition was low 
by national standards, but it 
still increased from $4,200 in 
2009 for a 50 percent increase. 

Lew explained that the pres-
sure on public budgets could 
be a factor for a raise in tu-
ition. 

“I don’t know that there’s 
direct federal assistance that 
would be unique to a public 
system like CUNY,” he said. 
“But I do think that making 

sure  we pay for Pell grants and 
have other forms of assistance 
for students who are in need is 
important. We need to make 
sure we run student loan pro-
grams in a way that it provides 
understandable and afford-
able financing and repayment 
terms that are consistent with 
opening opportunities, not 
closing opportunities. Those 
are the kinds of things we 
should do on a federal level.”

Lew also discussed the re-
designing of currency to add 
a woman for the first time 
in U.S. history, a story that 
caused controversy earlier 
this year when announced. 

“I was very proud to an-
nounce that we’re going to re-
design our currency,” he said. 
“Putting Harriet Tubman on 
the $20 bill, introducing our 
$10 and $5 bill themes that 
reflect the broader history of 
our great country, including 
some of the great iconic events 
that happened at the Lincoln 
memorial and the history of 
women’s suffrage.”

U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew (l) talks with NPR business anchor 
David Brancaccio at Queens College Photo by Gina Martinez

Treasury Secretary Lew visits Queens College
Queens native attends student town hall, answers pressing questions on economy

THANK YOU

QUEENS
We are so honored to be part of 
this community. Thank you for  

the warm welcome. We look 
forward to serving you soon.
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BY MARK HALLUM

Elected officials are speak-
ing out against S.J. Jung, the 
failed Democratic candidate 
for state Senate, who they 
believe was falsely claiming 
their support as well as using 
photos of them to promote his 
campaign. 

The statements, which 
draw a clear line of alle-
giance, are due to the recent 
backlash over his pro-life 
stance and his promise to 
prevent marriage equality 
from being depicted in text-
books. Among those speak-
ing out were City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (Jackson 
Heights), U.S. Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D-Manhattan) and 
U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Brooklyn) as well as the 
Working Families Party and 

the Service Employees Inter-
national Union.

Jung lost the race to oust 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) in the 16th District, 
which stretches from Glen 
Oaks through Flushing to 
Rego Park and Forest Hills.

The Working families Par-
ty is one of the largest labor 
unions in the state and said 
Jung supporters were tout-
ing WFP backing for their 
candidate.

“We were disturbed to 
hear of reports that her oppo-
nent, S.J. Jung, is calling for 
the removal of same-sex cou-
ples from school textbooks. 
We were even more disturbed 
to learn that Jung’s support-
ers have been falsely claim-
ing that he has the support 
of WFP and trying to deceive 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) beat 
back a challenge from commu-
nity organizer S.J. Jung and 
will represent the 16th District 
for the eighth time since 1999. 

Final unofficial results 
from the state Board of Elec-
tions put Stavisky at 57.29 per-
cent of the vote and Jung with 
42.11 percent in the Democrat-
ic primary.

The incumbent held a cel-
ebration of her victory over 
Jung at Good Kitchen Seafood 
Restaurant at 135-29 37th Ave. 
in Flushing. 

“This election was about 
issues, not personalities and 
the voters of District 16 dem-
onstrated their belief in civil 
and human rights,” Stavisky 

said of her victory.
Jung ran against Stavisky 

in 2014 and won about 40 per-
cent of the vote.

“Last night, the voters have 
spoken and I humbly accept the 

results of the primary,” Jung 
said. “In a different capacity, 
I will continue to tackle these 
issues and make my contribu-
tions to the community.”

Over the course of the 
race, Jung attempted to have 
Stavisky thrown off the bal-
lot by challenging her petition 
signatures. The battle went to 
a Board of Elections hearing, 
which reduced her 3,515 sig-
natures by about 2,200, then 
to the State Supreme Court, 
which left the incumbent with 
just over the required mini-
mum of 1,000. Stavisky spoke 
out about Jung’s opposition 
to abortion and LGBT rights, 
which drew protests from 
Democratic lawmakers in the 
borough.

Voter turnout at the polls 

BY BILL PARRY

The rising tide of anger 
at the city’s plan for a home-
less shelter in Maspeth cost 
state Assemblywoman Mar-
garet Markey (D-Maspeth) her 
chance for a tenth term in No-
vember. 

Brian Barnwell, 30, an at-
torney from Woodside making 
his first foray into professional 
politics, stunned the Queens 
Democratic establishment by 
defeating Markey with more 
than 64 percent of the vote in 
Tuesday’s Democratic pri-
mary, overwhelming Markey, 
who first won the seat in 1998.

Asked if she was shocked 
by the lopsided defeat, Markey 
said “to be honest with you, 
yes.”

Barnwell, who attended 
nightly rallies against the 
shelter at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press on 55th Road, also took 
part in a march that drew 
nearly 2,000 people Aug. 27. 
He said Markey’s reception by 
residents at an Aug. 31 public 
meeting about the shelter at 

the Knockdown Center spoke 
volumes as Markey was booed 
incessantly and left in dismay.

“The community wants to 
know that their representa-

tives are leading the charge 
on issues,” he said. “The reac-
tion at the Knockdown Center 
showed that the community 
had the perception that she 

was not leading and that an-
noyed people. They awoke.”

Bob Holden, the president 
of the powerful Juniper Park 
Civic Association agreed, say-

ing Markey’s ouster put “all 
incumbents on warning” that 
they have to work hard, espe-
cially on issues like the shel-
ter. He watched as Barnwell 
did the hard work during his 
yearlong campaign, rarely 
missing a community board 
of civic association meeting, 
something Markey never did.

“She had a long record 
of ‘doing nothing,’ she came 
to one of our meetings in 18 
years,” Holden said. “Brian’s 
victory has given everyone the 
hope that we can change the 
way the Democratic Party op-
erates here in Queens.”

Barnwell will face Repub-
lican Tony Nunziato in No-
vember’s general election. The 
Maspeth florist has been a key 
figure in the shelter protests 
as well who has run against  
 before.

At Frank Kowalinski Post 
in Maspeth, where he elec-
tion party was planned, Mar-
key seemed stunned as she 
thanked her staff but then 
grew emotional when speak-

S.J. Jung, trailed by a TV crew af-
ter casting his ballot.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

MARGARET MARKEY

Barnwell upsets Markey in primary
Leadership on shelter issue questioned by constituents as 18-year run comes to an end

Stavisky crushes S.J. Jung 
for 2nd time in Senate race

Fellow Dems ask Jung 
to remove their photos

BRIAN BARNWELL

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
State Sen. James Sanders 

(D-Rochdale Village) defeated 
Community Board 12 Chair-
woman Adrienne Adams in a 
hard-fought match in which 
the Queens Democratic Party 
backed the challenger over the 
incumbent.

Sanders received 56.8 per-
cent of the vote, with 188 out 
of 192 precincts reporting, ac-
cording to an unofficial vote 
count from the state Board of 
Elections. Adams received 41.4 
percent of the vote, according 
to the BOE. In all, he received 
5,010 votes out of 8,814 cast, ac-
cording to the BOE tally.

Sanders hosted a victory 
party at Pa-Nash Restaurant 
at 144-14 243rd St. in Rosedale.

“My opponent ran a spir-
ited race and should be com-
mended for it,” he said. “We 
have been given a mandate to 
move forward and shall.”

 He was elected to the state 
Senate in 2012 after serving in 
the City Council for 12 years 
representing parts of south-
eastern Queens. During his 
tenure as councilman, he was 
the first African-American 
chairman of the Economic De-
velopment Committee in city 
history. 

Earlier this year, Sanders 

briefly considered challenging 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) for his Congressio-
nal seat, and Adams said she 
joined the race after Sanders 
expressed an interest in high-
er office. Sanders withdrew 
from the Congressional race 
and declared his intention to 
run for re-election to the Sen-
ate a short time later.

The Queens Democratic 
Party endorsed Adams in the 
race, and many notable Queens 
political figures subsequently 
offered their endorsements, 
including Borough President 
Melinda Katz, the Rev. Floyd 

Flake of the Greater Allen 
AME Cathedral, Council 
members Elizabeth Crowley 
and Rory Lancman and Public 
Advocate Letitia James. 

“I offer an olive branch. 
If they are serious about sup-
porting the people, then we 
need to work together,” Sand-
ers said. “I’m speaking about 
the Queens Democratic Party 
Organization.  Let us serve the 
people together.” He received 
the support of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and several unions and 
noted during the course of the 
campaign many of the law-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With seemingly low vot-
er turnout the Democratic 
primary race in District 29 
looked like it could go either 
way, but Assemblywoman Ali-
cia Hyndman (D-Springfield 
Gardens) came out victorious, 
defeating opponents Lorraine 
Gittens-Bridges and Linda 
Guillebeaux with 73.4 percent,  
according to unofficial results 
reported by NY1. 

Hyndman, who got 2,860 
votes out of the 3,940 votes 
cast, had only been an assem-
blywoman for eight months 
after a special election in No-
vember following William 
Scarborough’s resignation due 
to corruption charges. Since 

jumping into office, Hyndman 
has hit the ground running 
and sponsored several pieces 
of legislation, served on task 

forces that help homeowners 
and small business owners 
and moved to improve educa-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Lawyer Clyde Vanel de-
feated four other candidates 
in the race to fill the state As-
sembly seat vacated by Bar-
bara Clark, who died earlier 
this year. The contest was 
close in the race to represent a 
district that includes parts of 
Cambria Heights, Glen Oaks, 
Queens Village, Rosedale and 
Springfield Gardens.

Vanel received 31.7 percent 
of the vote, while Nantasha 
Williams, the chief of staff 
for Assemblywoman Diana 
Richardson (D-Brooklyn), 
was close behind with 27.4 
percent of the vote.   In all, 
Vanel received 1,643 votes out 
of 5,182 cast, according to un-
official tallies from the state 
Board of Elections.

Other challengers includ-
ed Roy Paul, a board mem-
ber of the Jamaica Service 
Program for Older Adults; 
Sabine French, a community 
advocate and activist; and 
Bryan Block, the chairman 
of Community Board 13.

Clark died in February. 
She had held the seat since 
1986, making this contest the 
first time in three decades the 
Assembly seat had not had an 
incumbent in the race. Sev-
eral of the candidates said 
they had not thought about 
running for the seat before 
Clark’s death and entered the 
fray on the basis of interest 
from supporters. 

Vanel’s political career be-

gan when he challenged then-
Councilman Leroy Comrie in 
2009, and he also challenged 
Clark in a Democratic prima-
ry in 2012. Vanel is an attor-
ney specializing in business 
and intellectual property, 
and was previously a restau-
rant owner.

Turnout varied at polling 
sites throughout the district. 
At Public School 191 in Bel-
lerose, poll coordinator Rus-
sell Carey said there had not 
been many voters at the polls. 
The area is in the northeast-
ern end of the district. Carey 
said he had not seen much 
coverage of the primary date 
in the media and speculated 
that people might not even be 
aware there was a primary 
today.

However, he suspected 
results would be different in 
the November presidential 
general election.

“They’ll be standing out-
side banging on the door, 
waiting to get in!” he said.

Meanwhile, candidates 
and supporters hoisted plac-
ards and shook hands out-
side of the Mathematics, 
Science, Research and Tech-
nology High School in Cam-
bria Heights. Block and Wil-
liams were both outside the 
polling place, greeting voters 
as they entered the school to 
cast their ballot.

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) was at 
the site and said, from his 
perspective, the election pro-
cess had been going smoothly 
in comparison to criticisms 
of the city Board of Elections 
during the presidential pri-
maries in April. A voter who 
went to cast his ballot at PS 
134 in Hollis at about 5 p.m. 
reported a low turnout there 
as well.

In the 32nd Assembly Dis-
trict, which covers Jamaica 
Estates, Rochdale Village and 
Springfield Gardens, Assem-
blywoman Vivian Cook piled 
up 75 percent of the votes and 
challenger Rodney Reid had 
21.5 percent with nearly all 
of the precincts reporting, ac-
cording to the state BOE.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Assemblyman Alicia Hyndman votes with her daughter. 
Photo courtesy Alicia HyndmanClyde Vanel defeated four oth-

er candidates in a race to fill 
the seat in the state Assembly 
left vacant by Barbara Clark's 
death earlier this year. 

Courtesy of Vanel campaign

State Sen. James Sanders exits a polling place after casting his ballot 
in the primary contest between himself and Community Board 12 chair 
Adrienne Adams. Photo by Nat Valentine

Vanel wins 5-way race 
for Clark’s empty seat

Landslide for Hyndman 

Sanders survives test
Incumbent defeats challenger backed by borough Dems

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

2016 QUEENS PRIMARY RESULTS



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 16–22, 20166    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

FLIP

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A 22-year-old Jamaica man 
pleaded guilty to sex traffick-
ing and promoting prostitu-
tion charges for forcing a 
16-year-old girl into the sex 
trade  in September 2014, ac-
cording to Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown.

His friend and co-defendant 
also pleaded  guilty to promot-
ing prostitution, the DA said. 

Robert Homer, 22, and Ke-
nyon Sultan, 21, have been 
held in jail since their Sep-
tember 2014 arrest in lieu of 
$250,000 bail. The defendants 
appeared before  Queens Su-
preme Court Judge Richard 
Butcher Tuesday and pleaded 
guilty to felony sex charges, 
according to the DA.  The 
judge scheduled Homer’s sen-
tencing for October and indi-
cated that he would sentence 
him  to between 2 1/2 and 7 1/2 
years in prison and Sultan  to 
one to three  years, according 
to Brown.

“By pleading guilty the de-

fendants admitted that they 
forced a very vulnerable teen-
ager to work as a sex slave for 
their financial gain,” Brown 
said. “The defendants’ guilty 
pleas ensure that the defen-
dants will be held accountable 
for their actions and allows the 
victim to move forward with 
her life. It also sends a clear 
message that such crimes will 
not be tolerated in Queens 

County.”
According to the criminal 

charges, Homer was intro-
duced to a 16-year-old  girl by 
a 17-year-old he was already 
pimping on Sept. 4  2014. Homer 
and Sultan brought the victim 
to a hotel room on North Con-
duit Avenue and forced her to 
prostitute herself and turn 
over the money. The two men 
waited in the hotel bathroom 

while the victim had sex and 
then turned the money over to 
them, Brown said. 

Homer and Sultan brought 
the two underage girls to sev-
eral hotels between Sept. 4, 
2014 and Sept. 11, 2014 and 
forced them to have oral sex 
and intercourse with several 
men in exchange for money 
and then hand over the mon-
ey, DA Brown said. Homer 
told the 16-year-old to make 
at least $500 a day and to call 
him “Daddy” as he also posted 
prostitution ads on backpage.
com, according to the DA’s of-
fice. 

When the victim asked to 
leave and stop the prostitu-
tion, Homer told her no and 
brought her back to the North 
Conduit hotel and would take 
turns with Sultan to watch her 
as she slept so she would not 
escape, the DA said. 

On Sept. 11, 2014 an under-
cover NYPD officer responded 
to the backpage.com ad, which 
led officers to the North Con-
duit hotel. Once inside the ho-

tel room the undercover officer 
met the victim and the 17-year-
old , both of whom agreed to 
have sex for $100, Brown said. 
Both girls were subsequently 
arrested and police found 
Homer and Sultan were hiding 
in the bathroom. 

When pleading guilty, 
Homer admitted to pimping 
the 16-year-old and 17-year-old 
as prostitutes and admitted to 
having sex with the 16-year-
old. 

Prosecutors declined to 
prosecute the 16-year-old vic-
tim and charges against the 
17-year-old were dismissed. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Jamaica men plead guilty to pimping teen girl
16-year-old was forced to make at least $500 a day as sex slave, DA Brown says

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

For more hyper-local Queens 
news on your computer, 

smartphone, or iPad, visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

The city will offer a 90-day amnesty 
program to individuals and businesses 
forgiving accumulated penalties and 
fines on violations from the Depart-
ment of Sanitation, the Department of 
Buildings and other city agencies. 

The initiative, “Forgiving Fines: 
The New York City Amnesty Program,” 
which was proposed by City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst) and approved by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio in April, opened 
Monday and runs through Dec. 12.  It 
covers violations left unpaid that are 
now in judgment.

To have a violation in judgment 
means the city has filed a public record 
of the liability due to a violation in-
volving the entire amount. It excludes 
parking tickets, criminal violations, 
and violations over $25,000.

“This temporary amnesty program 
is a win-win for our city, for small busi-
nesses and for property owners with 
Environmental Control Board judg-
ments,” Ferreras-Copeland said. “It 
will give New Yorkers a break while 
helping the city quickly recuperate 
over $1 billion that is owed in ECB 
debt, which could be going towards 
programs and services.”

Ferreras-Copeland announced the 
initiative with city Department of Fi-
nance Commissioner Jacques Jiha 
Monday in front of Angelo’s Pizza on 
103rd Street in Corona.

“Close to 1.4 million violations have 
gone into judgment,” Jiha said. “The 
last time we offered any kind of penal-
ty relief was in 2009, and we believe the 
time has come to give New York City 
taxpayers the opportunity and incen-
tive to resolve their debt with the city.”

Any business or individual with vio-
lations in judgment that have been ad-
judicated by the Environmental Control 
Board may participate in the amnesty 

program. Individuals and businesses 
with judgments containing hearing 
default penalties can have 100 percent 
of the penalties as well as interest for-
given.

Those who have attended hearings 
and do not have default penalties only 
have to pay 75 percent of the base fine 
and will also have interest forgiven. Af-
ter the amnesty period, individuals and 
businesses will have to pay 100 percent 
of interest and penalties on top of their 
base fines.

The program covers violations such 
as illegal posting of a handbill or no-
tice, improper storage of receptacles, 
improper or misused recycling con-
tainers, failure to comply with an or-
der of the commissioner, work without 
a permit, failure to conduct required 
inspections and tests and vending mer-
chandise or food in a restricted area.

For more information and the most 
frequently asked questions, visit For-
giving Fines online.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland an-
nounces an amnesty program for business 
owners. Courtesy Ferreras-Copeland’s office

City to give violators
a break on penalties

You’re Invited
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey MWBE and AC/DBE Disparity Study Business Community Meeting

September 28, 2016   Rutgers University 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Queens, NY

   

  
September 28, 2016   Bank of New York Mellon 

Manhattan, NY  101 Barclay Conference Center 
  

September 29 2016   Vaughn College of Aeronautics  

Newark, NJ

 and Technology
  

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room W155A

West Assembly Room - 10th Floor

Stanley S. Bergen, Jr. Building

visit www.PANYNJDisparityStudy.com!
For more information and to pre-register,
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Free Synagogue of Flushing 
students and parents on their 
first day of Religious School 

commemorate September 11th.  
Not one child in the photograph 

was born yet and will learn of 
the tragedy as we learned about 
World War II - in history books.  
Everyone placed an American 

flag proudly in our beautiful flower 
boxes on our historic 160 year 

old pre-Civil War porch.

Free Synagogue
of Flushing
Children 

Commemorate 
9/11

www.cbwchc.org

We have expanded to a new facility near you! We are a nonprofit and federally 
qualified community health center established in 1971. We are dedicated to 
providing high-quality and comprehensive primary health care for you and your 
family—regardless of your ability to pay. We accept most major health insurance. 

Quality Health Care Closer to Home

Charles B. Wang 
Community Health Center 

137-43 45th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11355
(929) 362-3006

Need health insurance? We can help.
(212) 226-8339 (Manhattan) 
(718) 886-7355 (Queens) 

Services: 
Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, GYN,

Social Work Services, Health Education

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) distributed wreaths 
across his district last Friday 
to commemorate the 15th 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 
2001 attacks. The annual 
motorcade’s attendance has 
dwindled over the years, but 
Avella organized his staff to 
pay respect to fallen firefight-
ers, police officers, soldiers 
and civilians who died that 
day or from subsequent ef-
fects of the attacks, whether 
from disease or the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

It marked  Avella’s 11th 
year observing the tradition.

The first wreath was laid 
at the southeast corner of 
154th Street and 26th Avenue, 
otherwise known as Vincent 
Cangelosi Way, co-named in 
his honor in July. Cangelosi 
worked for Cantor Fitzgerald 
investment firm in the World 
Trade Center. The company 
lost 658 employees on 9/11, 
more than two-thirds of its 
work force, according to 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside), who sponsored the 
street co-naming.

“The martyrs in the cause 
of democracy are the people 
who just went to work that 
day and unfortunately passed 
away,” Avella said under the 
street sign dedicated to Can-
gelosi. “Here we are 15 years 
later and we are still dealing 
with the effects of 9/11. People 
are still passing away.”

As Avella spoke about the 
victims of 9/11, the bells from 
the Church of St. Mel began 
to ring, something the sena-

tor said was symbolic of the 
occasion.

Vincent Cangelosi Way is 
located across the street from 
a 9/11 memorial park dedi-
cated to victims.

Avella said that when 
he was serving on the City 
Council, he sponsored about 
18 street co-namings for 9/11 
victims.

Another traditional stop 
for Avella’s wreath laying 
ceremony was PFC James E. 
Prevete Avenue on the north-
west corner of 147th Place 
and 5th Avenue.

Prevete’s mother, Jean, 
spoke about the sacrifice 
her son made serving in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. The 
22-year-old Army Private 
First Class was killed in 2004 
during his first tour of duty. 
He had been in the military 
less than a year.

“He felt he wanted to give 
something back,” Prevete 
said, explaining that her son 
was upset about the 9/11 at-
tacks. “He wanted to serve.”

Prevete graduated from 
St. Francis Prep in 2000.

“I think it was Charlie 
Rangel who said, ‘Oh, you 
don’t see any guys from 5th 
Avenue in the service.’” Pre-
vete said, laughing about the 
fact her son grew up on 5th 
Avenue in Whitestone. The 
same street was co-named 
in James Prevete’s honor in 
June 2011.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY BILL PARRY

A Sept. 11 hero was honored 
in Astoria just days ahead of 
the 15th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks at the World 
Trade Center. 

The stretch of 29th Street 
between 21st Avenue and Dit-
mars Boulevard was co-named 
Lieutenant Theodore Leoutsa-
kos Way in memory of the late 
Astoria resident and New York 
State court officer who died of 
Sept. 11th-related cancer in 
2015.

“We are proud to commem-
orate Lieutenant Theodore Le-
outsakos’ contribution to our 
city with this street co-nam-
ing,” City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “Leoutsakos’ assistance 
at the World Trade Center rub-
ble pile during the Sept. 11th 
rescue efforts demonstrated 
his sacrifice to our communi-
ty. We honor him for his dedi-
cation and service.”

Leoutsakos was a first re-

sponder who commandeered 
a jury van and was one of the 
first to arrive at the North 
Tower as the South Tower col-
lapsed. He dug himself out and 
rescued fellow court officers 
and firefighters when the sec-
ond tower fell.

He was also a Vietnam vet-
eran who was wounded in the 
Tet Offensive, according to 
state Court Officers Academy 
Chief Joseph Baccallieri, who 
called him a “true American 
hero” who served his country 
with pride and distinction. 
Leoutsakos succumbed to pan-
creatic cancer at the age of 65.

“We are so honored to 
have the street my family has 
lived on for 47 years co-named 
in our father’s honor,” said 
Stacey Leoutsakos, who was 
joined by sisters Cynthia and 
Stephanie. “Our father was a 
man who believed in serving 
community and country.”

Leoutsakos and thousands 
of other Sept. 11 first respond-
ers and survivors will be hon-

ored with a monument, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo announced 
on the 15th anniversary of the 
attacks. The memorial will 
pay tribute to those who lost 
their lives as well as those 
who suffer from health issues 
related to the aftermath of the 
attacks.

“Fifteen years ago, New 
York’s first responders rushed 
into two towers engulfed in 
flames to save the lives of oth-
ers without hesitation and then 
remained there for months 
to rebuild Lower Manhattan 
with downtown residents and 
workers,” Cuomo said. “Their 
selflessness and bravery em-
bodies the spirit of America 
and should never be forgotten. 
This monument will rightly 
serve as an eternal reminder 
of the courage, sacrifice and 
bravery demonstrated by our 
first responders and survivors 
in the aftermath of 9/11, and 
ensure that their legacy will 
never be forgotten.”

 State Sen. Tony Avella kicked off his annual wreath laying ceremo-
ny in honor of the victims of 9/11. There were 27 wreaths brought to 
streets co-named in honor of the fallen. Photo by Mark Hallum

Councilman Costa Constantinides poses with Theodore Leoutsakos’ family after part of 29th Street was co-
named in his honor. Photo Courtesy Constantinides’ office

Astoria honors a hero
9/11 fi rst responder survived attacks but not health effect

Avella visits the fallen 
in annual motorcade 

The annual “Remember 
Me Run” at St. Michael’s Cem-
etery has become that rarest 
of races — a genuine two-mile 
competition for serious run-
ners and a fun run for kids. 

The race, set for Saturday, 

Sept. 17, at 2 p.m. at the histor-
ic cemetery in Astoria, has be-
come a fixture on the calendar 
of memorial events marking 
the anniversary of Sept. 11.

It has worked as both a 
fund-raiser for local charities 

and an affirming way to honor 
the first responders who died 
on that day. There is a $25 en-
trance fee for the race. Kids 
under 10 participate for free. 

   — Michael Shain 
 

Runners get a special way to remember

Continued on Page 34
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Blotter
The 108th Precinct is looking for a 

man who allegedly broke into a con-
venience store near LaGuardia Com-
munity College last month and made 
off with cigarettes, lottery tickets and 
cash, according to the NYPD. 

The suspect gained entry to MDS 
Corp, at 32-02 Queens Blvd. in Long Is-
land City, by breaking the front glass 
door around 9 p.m. Aug. 29, police said. 
Once inside the suspect grabbed 52 car-
tons of cigarettes, 59 scratch-off lottery 
tickets and nearly $200 from the cash 
register, investigators said.

The bearded suspect was last seen 
wearing a dark colored T-shirt, dark 
colored shorts, black socks, dark-col-
ored sneakers and he had a black and 
red backpack. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

BAYSIDE— The police reported 
that two women tricked a 90-year-old 
Bayside woman out of $10,000 Aug. 26 
in what law enforcement is calling a 
found-wallet-scam in Bayside.

The elderly woman was coming 
home from grocery shopping at about 
noon and was approached by the sus-
pects near the intersection of Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and 35th Avenue.

The female duo produced a wallet 
and asked the victim if it was hers. 
According to police, the suspects then 

drove the woman home, went inside 
her home and discovered $10,000 in 
cash kept in an envelope. The suspects 
fled the premises with the envelope 
and its contents.

Police said there were injuries in 
the incident.

Surveillance footage captured one 
of the suspects walking in front of a 
commercial establishment located at 
199-05 32nd Ave. and police were  ask-
ing for any information about the two 
alleged scammers.

Councilmen Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest) and Dan Garodnick (D-
Manhattan) announced Wednesday 
the introduction of  a bill which will up 
the punishment for disseminating in-
timate photos or videos of individuals 
without permission. The legislation is 
based on a state bill by Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-Bayside) and 
will make what is commonly known as 
“revenge porn” punishable by one year 
in jail, a fine of $1,000 or both.

“Releasing naked pictures of some-
one without their permission is abso-
lutely despicable and it’s time for our 
laws to catch up with our technology 
so that victims of revenge porn can get 
the justice they deserve,” said Lanc-
man. “We need to hold people account-
able for their actions, especially since 

leaking intimate images of someone 
can have devastating and lifelong con-
sequences. Our bill, modeled on a simi-
lar state bill, would make sure that 
strong protections are in place for New 
Yorkers.”

Braunstein said he was happy to see 
his bill adopted at the city level to pro-
tect victims from the sometimes tragic 
outcomes of revenge porn.

“Revenge porn is a widespread 
problem which has inflicted major 
emotional pain on thousands of vic-
tims, tragically causing some to com-
mit suicide,” Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) said. “Victims 
of revenge porn are routinely threat-
ened with sexual assault, stalked, ha-
rassed, or even fired from their jobs.”

Police are looking for the man in this pho-
to connection with a candy store robbery in 
Long Island City.  NYPD

City pols aim to criminalize revenge porn

Bayside woman scammed out of $10K

Man steals cash, smokes in LIC break-in: NYPD

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Parents and area officials 
were excited to learn that the 
city’s School Construction Au-
thority had approved of a loca-
tion for a new middle school in 
Sunnyside, an attempt to re-
verse increased overcrowding 
in the area.

The school will be located 
at 38-04 48th St., according to 
the SCA and the office of state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris. The 
SCA’s capital plan identified 
a need for seats in the Sunny-
side/Woodside sub-district of 
District 30, and the new school 
will include seats that have 
been funded in the plan.

Sean McGowan, a par-
ent from the neighborhood, 
started advocating for a new 
middle school about two years 
ago and said he immediately 
knew the location could po-
tentially house a new school, 
though he originally hoped 
for a nearby parcel owned by 
the Department of Transpor-
tation. A three-story aban-

doned building is currently 
occupying the property. It 
had been previously been a 
pool hall as well as a gym, 
and McGowan said he had 
heard it was, at one point, a 
typewriter ribbon factory.

“I’m very happy about this 
and happy about this site. I 
think it will work,” he said. 
“We’re very happy and very 
appreciative that all the local 
officials worked with us. They 
went out of their way and we 
didn’t feel ignored.”

Gianaris said the news 
of a new middle school was 
particularly welcome for an 
area that was seeing children 
and families moving into 
the neighborhood at a quick 
pace.

“About a year ago, local par-
ents organized and came to us 
to get us involved and we rolled 
up our sleeves and started ad-
vocating,” he said. “We’re just 
pleased to have good news on 
this front. There’s going to be 
a continuing need, but this is a 
step in the right direction.”

It is still very early in the 
process, according to the 
SCA, and definitive details 
on the number of seats in the 
school, as well as a time line 
for design and construction of 
the facility, were unavailable. 
There are 824 funded seats in 
the capital plan for the Sun-
nyside/Woodside sub-district, 

according to the SCA.
McGowan said his hope 

was that the building could 
be completed in three to four 
years, and it would likely be 
dependent on whether the 
school’s design incorporated 
the existing building or demol-
ished it for new construction.

“Queens is growing and 

this is a popular neighbor-
hood,” he said, pointing out 
that SCA officials were work-
ing towards offering solutions 
to the lack of space. “Are they 
staying on top of it? With the 
addition of this school, they’re 
trying. They’ve at least ac-
knowledged the middle school 
overcrowding.”

The Paradise Cafe Billiards hall will be torn down to make way for a much-needed middle school at 38-04 48th 
St. in Sunnyside. Photo by Bill Parry

City fi nds space for new Sunnyside middle school
Parents say new facility could help stem classroom overcrowding in the neighborhood

We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

While the northeastern sec-
tion of the country has been deal-
ing with drought conditions for 
nearly two years, the situation 
has remained pretty much status 
quo in some areas.

One thing no meteorologist 
has mentioned is that even with 
moderate to severe drought, the 
reservoirs that supply New York 
City with water are at a normal 
capacity of 78 percent—not bad at 
all, considering the fact that rain-
fall has been spotty at best. Plus, 
the city and western Long Island 
have been receiving rain over the 
last several weeks. 

But further east and south, 
some parts of Long Island resem-
ble the Kansas prairie, with trees 
of different species suffering un-
der severe drought stress. Many 

trees in some of the southern ar-
eas of Long Island have wilted and 
died, and on others the leaves have 
turned brown or yellow, due to ex-
tremely dry conditions. However, 
once the rains of autumn come, 
the drought conditions should be 
significantly eased and the trees, 
shrubs and lawns will begin to re-
cover from the long dry spell. Also, 
the lowering sun angle and longer, 
cooler nights will slow the pro-
cess in which trees lose moisture 
through their leaves and trunks, 
known as transpiration.

Why can’t these weather bozos 
accentuate the positive and not 
always be all gloom and doom? 
People are sick and tired of this 
constant hyping of the weather. 
They just want the facts and fore-
casts that are not beyond two 

or three days. These so-called 
weather experts should stop act-
ing like immature teenagers and 
start acting like true professional 
meteorologists.

John Amato
Fresh Medows
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Schools in Queens opened last week to a mixed 
bag of news, depending on just where in the borough 
the students started classes.

For the 2014-2015 academic year, the Department 
of Education calculated Queens had a shortage of 
22,400 seats—equal to the population of a small 
American city. The registration numbers have not 
been finalized for the current year, but the borough 
is clearly in dire need of more space.

School District 25, which covers Flushing, White-
stone and College Point, was operating at 122 percent 
of capacity last year. District 26, the highest perform-
ing in the city, was at 120 percent of capacity for stu-
dents from Bayside, Little Neck and Douglaston.

In the city as a whole schools are running at 96 
percent of capacity, but Queens has a chronic prob-
lem with overcrowding, which has placed trailers in 
school yards, eliminated art and music classes in the 
scramble for space and forced some  institutions to 
stagger lunch hours.

In the past year 2,000 pre-K seats were added in 
Queens, but the borough’s high schools continue to 
be the victims of the worst overcrowding. Last year 
Forest Hills High School had the dubious distinction 
of being the most crowded public school in the city 
followed by Francis Lewis High School in fifth place.

There were some bright spots, however.
Word filtered down that Sunnyside will be the 

site of a new middle school in District 30, where par-
ents began advocating a year ago for more seats in 
the rapidly growing neighborhood.

The Success Academy opened two new schools 
this fall—one in Far Rockaway and another in South 
Jamaica—and demand was high for the charter’s 
four locations in the borough.

Queens students in grades 3-8 aced the state’s 
English language arts and math exams taken in 
April. On the English exam many Queens school 
districts had proficiency increases of 10 percent or 
better across demographic and geographical lines.  
Math scores were up slightly.

Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña said the num-
ber of students with the lowest scores dropped sub-
stantially, particularly black and Hispanic students.

The recalibrated exams, which set off an opt-out 
movement across the state by parents who opposed 
having their children take the tests, were a boon to 
Queens students.

Only 3 percent of city students skipped the exam, 
while 21 percent of state students opted out in the 
protest against the Common Core standards.

Kudos to Queens teachers and students, who earn 
high marks for prevailing despite often difficult odds.

SCHOOLROOM SQUEEZE

We need straight talk about weather

CORRECTION
In the Sept. 9-15 issue the 

TimesLedger article on NYPD Com-
missioner Bill Bratton’s fi nal crime 
report before his retirement said 
“murder is down once crime” when 
it should have been “murder is 
down one crime.”

TimesLedger Newspapers regrets 
the error.
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Affordable health insurance 
for children under 19.

See top-quality providers, close to home.

Checkups, dental care, hospital care, 
and more!

��Fidelis Care is a top-rated plan in the 
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Child Health Plus
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lowest rates available.
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Through NY State of Health 
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I 
remember being angry for 
at least seven years that our 
then feckless and incompe-
tent President George Bush 

could not bring Osama Bin 
Laden to justice for his decla-
ration of war on 9/11.

On that tragic day, I re-
member being dumbfounded 
that the world’s largest super-
power did not have the proper 
intelligence to stop an attack 
from a ragtag bunch of state-
less terrorists. Isn’t that why 
we pay so much of our taxes to 
support our country’s massive 
defense infrastructure—for 
the CIA, the FBI, military in-
telligence?

Three weeks before 9/11 
Osama Bin Laden warned of 
“an unprecedented attack on 
America.” How could George 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the 
worst president and veep in 
modern American history, 
miss that audacious warning? 
Later we learned that CIA Di-
rector George Tenet tried to 
alert the administration to 
the unusual chatter from ter-
rorists, but his alarm went 
unheeded in those dog days of 
summer.

When George Bush was 
elected (in a corrupt counting 
of votes in Florida that stole 
the election from Al Gore), the 
die was cast. After eight years 
of peace and prosperity under 
Clinton-Gore, our country was 
sent down a rabbit hole under 
leadership that was unquali-
fied and which took us into 
two misguided wars that rav-
aged the Middle East and then 

our country’s economy.
Bush-Cheney sent our 

young troops to Afghanistan 
and Iraq to fight against the 
wrong people, while the Most-
Wanted Man since Adolf Hitler 
was able to operate unfettered 
to plot more evil.

It was only a decade later, 
when Hillary Clinton was 
secretary of state and Barack 
Obama was president, that we 
were able to hunt down Bin 
Laden in Pakistan and skill-
fully execute the man respon-
sible for nearly 3,000 deaths on 
9/11.

I was thinking about this 
as I watched the 9/11 services 
this past Sunday. It made me 
realize how vitally important 
it is that we elect the right 
president in November.

We cannot elect an incom-
petent president like George 
Bush again. Our country bare-
ly survived his eight years of 

reckless leadership, first in 
allowing 9/11 to occur, then in 
rushing to war in the wrong 
places and then finally in a 
near total economic collapse.

This is the scenario that 
once again could unfold if we 
elect a man who is clearly un-
fit for office. Who, like Bush, 
is an anti-intellectual who will 
not read intelligence briefings, 
who will lead from his gut.

We need a leader like Hil-
lary, who pushed Obama to fi-
nally execute Bin Laden, who 
spent four years intensively 
crisscrossing the globe trying 
to maintain peace and impor-
tant alliances.

Of course she is a flawed 
candidate. She made a mis-
take in voting in favor of the 
Iraq war. She did not handle 
Benghazi well.

But none of that should in 
any way distract us from the 
stark choice ahead — Hillary 

Clinton is a smart, tough, thor-
ough woman who will sweat 
the details of governing. She 
will not make the mistakes 
that Bush made, the potential-
ly tragic mistakes that I fear 
her opponent, Donald Trump, 
will make.

On this solemn day, as I 
watch the news of Hillary 
Clinton’s feeling unwell, I pray 
for her health. She is the only 
thing standing between us and 
another four years of unquali-
fied leadership.

We now know from the ex-
perience of 9/11, Iraq and the 
Great Recession of 2007, what 
bad leadership can do to our 
great country.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@

A 
r e c e n t 
New York Times de-
scription of LaGuardia 
Airport bore a cer-

tain resemblance to the End 
Times. As Patrick McGeehan 
reported on one particularly 
terrible, very bad, no good day 
last month:

“Harried travelers aban-
doned cars and navigated the 
clogged Grand Central Park-
way—the main highway serv-
ing LaGuardia—on foot with 
suitcases in tow. Such traffic 
debacles have become so com-
mon that seasoned fliers and 
travel bloggers have recom-
mended avoiding LaGuardia 
altogether, perhaps for years 
to come.”

This called to mind the eve-
ning I’d flown home earlier in 
the summer to find a line of 

perhaps 200-300 people wait-
ing for a taxi. I whipped out 
my phone and videotaped it 
the way you’d video a funnel 
cloud or mud slide. 

And those were people who 
weren’t going to miss a plane! 
Anyone trying to depart has 
been advised by the Transpor-
tation Security Administra-

tion to arrive at LaGuardia a 
minimum of two hours before 
takeoff. So last week I did.

For a 1 p.m. fight on Ameri-
can I got to the airport at 
10:30 a.m. via the amazingly 
efficient bus from the 74th 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue 
station. To my shock, every-
thing seemed efficient when 
I arrived, too. The check-in 
lines were vanishingly short, 
the lady at the bookstore de-
lightfully chatty, and the se-
curity line, pleasantly swift 
and groping-free. I felt I could 
almost hold onto a bottle of 
water, it was that sane. Cheer-
fully I entered Terminal C to 
look for gate C37 and saw the 
sign: 

Gates C1–14.
Hmm. 
“I just walked all the way 

to the end,” a lady told me as 
we meandered around be-
fore discovering a little desk 
where a harried employee was 
explaining that Terminal C is 
now in two different buildings 
at once, physics be damned. 

To get to the parallel uni-
verse C requires a shuttle bus, 
something that must throw 
off any travelers who allotted 
themselves just a few minutes 
to walk to their gate. And to 
get to the shuttle bus requires 
schlepping down a bunch of 
sad, service-entrance steps 
with your luggage or, in the 
case of one family I was watch-
ing, your luggage, your two ba-
bies, and your double stroller. 
No elevator, no offer of help. 
Welcome, American Airlines 
passengers! 

The shuttle bus winds its 
way past the New York of 
1977: Piles of traffic barriers 
looming next to loading docks 
protected by the dingy plastic 
strips you see at the car wash. 
All it’s missing is a blackout.

“I’ve never seen an airport 
so messy,” Sravya Bandi, an 
I.T. analyst down from Mon-
treal, told me.

But then you get off the bus, 
drag your luggage (and kids 
and double stroller) up three 
flights of stairs, and suddenly: 
Oz!

This terminal is gleaming! 
It’s more than respectable, it 
elegantly refutes the famous 
Joe Biden quote, “If I blind-
folded you and took you to La-
Guardia Airport, you [would] 
think, ‘I must be in some third 
world country.’ ”

Why, none of the seats here 
are ripped. No weird brown 
stains are spreading across 
the ceiling. And there’s nary 
an Aunt Anne’s Pretzel to be 
gnawed. 

OK, the parking is impos-
sible and “there is clearly not 
enough room to drop people 
off,” said Marie DeParis, a 
television marketing exec on 
her way to Florida. “But once 
you walk inside and get past 
security, it’s beautiful!”

The travelers I spoke to 
from Ghana, Ukraine, and 
even New Jersey marveled at 
the futuristic décor, including 
a restaurant so sleek one man 
wasn’t sure how to order. 

“I kept trying to signal a 

waiter,” he said, “until some-
one explained, ‘No, you order 
using the iPad.’ ”

Bo Miller, a 42-year-old vet-
eran from Charlotte, NC, said 
he found the prices futuristic, 
too. 

“I just had a burger and the 
smallest ginger ale I ever had, 
for $21.” 

But, he added, the burger 
was good.

Yes, there will be years of 
construction along with un-
told parking woes. There may 
still be those days like the one 
a traveler named Will recalled 
from his most recent LaGuar-
dia trip; “We were 44th in line 
for takeoff.”

But for those of us trauma-
tized by the old LaGuardia, 
the Airport of Despair, the 
new terminal hints of brighter 
days to come. 

After some delays.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author and founder of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at Rea-
son.com.

COLUMNS

Using the lessons of 9/11 to help pick a president

The good, the bad and the airport
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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BY BILL PARRY

New York Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul 
took a guided tour of small businesses 
along Roosevelt Avenue in Jackson 
Heights last week to listen to concerns 
and challenges the owners have in 
their daily operations. 

The chairwoman of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s Regional Economic Develop-
ment Council Initiative made stops at 
clothing stores, a restaurant, a phar-
macy and a home decor business and 
ended her tour with a roundtable dis-
cussion with several small business 
operators and community leaders.

“Under Gov. Cuomo, strategic in-
vestments through the Regional Eco-
nomic Development Councils have 
reversed New York’s reputation for 
being anti-business.” Hochul said. “As 
I travel across the state, I meet with 
business owners to get a better under-
standing of the challenges they face. I 
look forward to continuing our work to 
bring jobs and prosperity to neighbor-
hoods like Jackson Heights.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) guided Hochul’s tour of the 
Roosevelt Avenue business corridor. 
In the past two months, Peralta visited 

150 stores and restaurants in the dis-
trict, from Jackson Heights and Coro-
na shops to stores in Astoria, Elmhurst 
and East Elmhurst..

“She had an opportunity to tour the 
most diverse area in the state and got 
an assorted taste of the most tradition-
al stores located in our community,” 
Peralta said. The lieutenant governor 

had the opportunity to speak with 
several business owners in an effort 
to learn first-hand what are the main 
preoccupations they are facing as the 
economy continues to improve.”

During the two-hour visit, Hochul 
visited 10 small businesses. Among 
the participants at the roundtable dis-
cussion were representatives of Com-

munity Boards 3 and 4, the New York 
State Restaurant, Bar & Lounge As-
sociation, the 82nd Street Partnership 
and several business owners.

“This commercial corridor, like oth-
ers, is an engine for our local economy, 
and it has not reached its full poten-
tial,” Peralta said. “Although the thor-
oughfare has some bad actors, such as 
some establishments acting as a front 
for illegal activity, it is important to 
boost Roosevelt Avenue as it is a path 
to many of the city’s best attractions, 
including Citi Field, Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and the U.S. Tennis 
Center. This is a crucial visit, as we 
are in the midst of a multibillion-dol-
lar project to revamp and modernize 
LaGuardia Airport, and it will bring 
economic opportunities for our busi-
nesses and neighbors.”

New York state has set the objec-
tive of awarding at least 30 percent of 
its contracts to Minority and Women-
owned Business Enterprises, accord-
ing to Hochul.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

State Sen. Jose Peralta takes Lt. Gov. Barbara Hochul on a walking tour of Roosevelt Avenue 
in Jackson Heights. Photo courtesy Peralta’s office

Lieutenant governor tours Roosevelt Avenue
Hochul listens to concerns and challenges facing small business owners along corridor
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FLIP

Access to Superb 
Eye and ENT Specialists 
Just Got Easier 

®

Call: 844-218-8649  |  www.nyee.edu/bayside

45-64 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of 

Mount Sinai (NYEE) brings its most 

requested specialty services to 

Queens. With another convenient 

location, Bayside residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose 

and throat care right in the neighborhood.    

BY BILL PARRY

A former editor of the Bayside 
Times hosted a unique panel discus-
sion at Vaughn College of Aeronautics 
and Technology in East Elmhurst last 
week leading into Sunday’s 15th anni-
versary of the Sept. 11 attacks. 

Tom Murphy, author of “Reclaim-
ing the Sky; 9/11 and the Untold Sto-
ry of the Men and Women Who Kept 
America Flying” in 2006, invited avia-
tion employees who worked during the 
time of the attacks shared there stories 
with military veterans with Vaughn 
students learning from their experi-
ences.

“I hope that this gives them some 
tools, some ideas for them so that may-
be if one day they’re in that position, 
they’ll go, ‘Wow, I remember their sto-
ries,” United Airlines flight attendant 
Debbie Roland said. 

Murphy, who edited the Bayside 
Times after graduating from college 
in the early ‘80s before becoming an 
aviation consultant, wrote his book 
on the resiliency of aviation workers 
in New York, Boston and Washington, 
DC who “rose up” after Sept. 11 after 
losing friend and colleagues in the hi-
jackings.

Mary McKenna of Breezy Point 
talked of being “walking zombies” af-
ter 9/11 only to lose more friends when 
Flight 587 crashed weeks later in the 
Rockaways.

“We learned that if you could talk 
about the loss, it could make it easier,” 
she said.

Lt. Dan Carbonaro, who retired 

from the Port Authority Police Depart-
ment after 34 years, responded with 
eight other officers to the World Trade 
Center. Only four came back. 

“We lost 37 officers in those attacks, 
the most of any police force in U.S. his-
tory,” said Carbonaro, a 1965 graduate 
of Aviation High School in Long Island 
City and a combat veteran of the Viet-
nam War. “As we approached Tower 
Two started coming down, I got bur-
ied, but I dug myself out, dusted myself 
off and got going. And  then Tower One 
came down. I dusted myself off and got 
going again.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Author Tom Murphy hosts a panel discus-
sion of aviation workers describing their ex-
periences after the Sept. 11 attacks. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Vaughn recalls 9/11

BY BILL PARRY

Disgraced former state Sen. Hiram 
Monserrate came close in his bid for a 
political comeback as a district leader 
Tuesday. The convicted felon fell 57 
votes short of defeating the incumbent, 
George Dixon, for the unpaid position 
representing Democrats in Jackson 
Heights and Corona.

Monserrate’s campaign literature 
touted “a lifetime of service deliver-
ing for the community” and listed his 
time on the City Council, the New York 
State Senate and his service in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and the NYPD. The lit-
erature made no mention of his expul-
sion from the state Senate in 2010 af-
ter he was convicted of assaulting his 
girlfriend, Karla Giraldo. Monserrate 
shocked the borough’s political scene 
when he slashed Giraldo’s face with a 
glass, then pulled her down the stairs 
and through a hallway of his Jack-

son Heights apartment. Giraldo later 
claimed the slashing was an accident, 
but he received a misdemeanor assault 
conviction for pulling her by her hair, 
which was caught by a surveillance 
camera.

In 2012, Monserrate was sentenced 
to 24 months in prison for fraud after 
he used City Council funds through a 
Corona non-profit and then tapped the 
organization to conduct his failed 2006 
state Senate campaign.

“The community does not want him 
back, and they already rejected him 
twice,” state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said after Monserrate an-
nounced his campaign for the unpaid 
position in June.

Dixon won 775 to 718. 
Monserrate could not be reached 

for comment.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Monserrate fails in bid 
to become district leader
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On 9/11, Queens residents honor heroes 

In a fireman's helmut and trailing a full-size Old Glory, this biker is the embodiment of the spirit of the Run for 
Richie, the first annual motorcycle run to honor the memory of a FHVAC volunteer who was killed on 9/11.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

Hundreds of bikers showed up at the starting point in the Resorts 
World Casino parking lot in South Ozone Park hours early.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

A sign on the van that is trailing the bikers tells the story behind the unusual 9/11 event.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

The two-hour motorcycle run ends at the Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance Corps with a 
memorial service. Photo by Michael Shain 

Hundreds of bikers parked their choppers on Metropolitan Avenue at the end of the run.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

At the Free Synagogue of Flushing, members of the congregation 
held a memorial service and flag ceremony on Sunday morning.  

Courtesy Free Synagogue of Flushing 

SOUTH OZONE PARK & FOREST HILLS

FLUSHING
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and remember those who lost their lives

The crowd at Glen Oaks' Tribute Triangle Park. Photo by Patrick Donachie

At the memorial service in Bayside Hills, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (c) is among those 
who spoke, along with Councilman Paul Vallone (l-r) , Assemblyman Edward Braunstein, 
Queensboro Hill Flushing Civic Association President Don Cataldi, and (at far left) Bayside 
Hills Community Assn. President Michael Feiner. Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

Members of the ROTC program at Francis Lewis High School at the 9/11 Memorial 
Commemoration in Glen Oaks Village. Courtesy of Bob Friedrich 

Linda Metzger, who heads the Middle Village 9/11 Memorial Committee, opens the 15th 
annual candlelight vigil in Juniper Valley Park.  Photo by Rocco Galatioto

In Manhattan, the light from 88 spotlights is visible from 
just about everywhere in Queens.  Photo by Milo Hess

The Juniper Valley Park vigil may be the biggest in Queens each 
year, drawing more than 1,000 people.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The 15th anniversary of 9/11 in Middle Village is a 
 picture perfect night.  Photo by Michael Shain 

GLEN OAKS

BAYSIDE HILLS MIDDLE VILLAGE
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BY BILL PARRY

 Three lawmakers are warning Co-
rona residents of a possible conversion 
of a Holiday Inn Express into a home-
less shelter in their neighborhood. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and  state Assem-
blyman Francisco (D-Jackson Heights) 
released a joint statement Wednesday 
after learning of the city maneuver.

“After reaching out to the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services for several 
months, it has come to our attention 
that the Holiday Inn Express, located 
at 113-10 Horace Harding Expressway, 
has been housing homeless families 
for months,” they said. “The number 
of rooms being utilized for the purpose 
of housing the homeless has routinely 
exceeded 30 to 40 percent of the build-
ing’s capacity, and neither elected offi-
cials nor the community were notified. 
Although the community is extremely 
sympathetic to the homeless crisis, and 
we know that many are just a paycheck 
away from becoming homeless them-
selves, it is our hope that this hotel is 
not converted into a permanent home-
less shelter.”

A receptionist at the Holiday Inn 
Express in Corona said she “cannot 
disclose any information about the 
hotel” and the manager was not avail-
able. 

“The Department of Homeless Ser-
vices is renting some rooms at this lo-
cation to help meet its legal obligation 
to provide shelter to homeless New 
Yorkers who would otherwise be sleep-
ing on the street,” DHS spokeswoman 
Lauren Gray said. “There are current-
ly no plans to convert this location into 
a homeless shelter, but New York City’s 
legal obligation to provide shelter to a 
rising number of homeless New York-
ers has created a need to open addition-
al shelters and rent hotel rooms.”

The lawmakers aren’t buying it. 

Last month a record 59,373 were 
in shelters and another 4,000 home-
less slept in 46 motels, up from 1,000 in 
eight hotels in January 2015, according 
to the Wall Street Journal. 

“News that a permanent conversion 
may be taking place is especially trou-
bling following the city’s failed attempt 
to convert the Holiday Inn Express in 
Maspeth into a shelter this month,” 
Crowley, Peralta and Moya continued. 
“With five permanent homeless shel-
ters already operating in this region 
of Queens, our communities have con-

tributed more than their fair share to 
alleviate the homelessness crisis that 
we are facing in New York City.”

The future of the Holiday Inn Ex-
press in Maspeth is muddled. Last 
week the owner, Harshad Patel, called 
Juniper Park Civic Association Presi-
dent Bob Holden saying he no longer 
wanted to go against the wishes of the 
community and he was pulling out of 
a deal with the city. The city issued no 
official statement, but a source said ne-
gotiations were still happening. 

Patel has not returned repeated 
calls for comment.

Meanwhile, the trio of lawmakers 
vowed to confront the de Blasio admin-
istration in Corona.

“We will fiercely fight any attempt 
by the city to convert yet another lo-
cal facility into a shelter,” they said. 
“A successful effort to address the 
pervasive issue of homelessness starts 
with an open dialogue between DHS, 
elected officials, and community resi-
dents, not by forcing a neighborhood 
to take on additional burdens without 
first gathering meaningful input from 
those who are to be affected.”

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 

at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

City moved homeless into Corona months ago

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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*    

Loans and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required.

** A
application fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further 
details, call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!
212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Home Sweet Home
J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

APR*3.250% 3.467%
3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

Rate*

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**
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Saluting the Queens of the Olympics 

In her home base of Rochdale Village, Olympic Gold Medal-winner Dalilah Muhammad is honored with her own 
parade. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Three track stars and a ping-pong whiz — (l-r) Deajah Stevens, Dalilah 
Muhammad, Jennifer Yue Wu and Natasha Hastings — soak up the love at 
a homecoming at Borough Hall.  Photo by Michael Shain

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks says he sneaked into a cloakroom off the floor of the House of Representatives to 
watch TV when athletes from Queens competed in the Rio Olympics.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Jennifer Yue Wu came to America from China with two goals: to become 
a citizen and play in the Olympics for the U.S. table tennis team, says 
Borough President Melinda Katz (l). She did both.  Photo by Michael Shain

Natasha Hastings, a Gold Medalist in 2008, tells the rally 
that three Olympics is not enough for her. She's going 
for it again in 2020.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Deajah Stevens (r) was a sprinter at Cardozo High School in 
Bayside.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Dalilah Muhammad, with her father, is surrounded by kids 
at Rochdale Village.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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SAMUEL FIELD Y
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMMING

Bus  t ranspor tat ion f rom most  schools  in 
Queens School  D is t r ic t  26  and Great  Neck.

L icensed Teacher  Homework Help,  Tes t  P rep & 
Tutor ing Avai lable.

Socia l  and Recreat ional  Classes  and Workshops wi th 
Educat ional  Components .

Extended Hours  & Customizable Sess ions .

School  Hol iday and Hal f  Day Programs.

ACD & HRA 
Vouchers 
Accepted

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l 

A n d r e a  G a v o r a  a t  7 1 8 . 2 2 5 . 6 7 5 0  x 2 6 1  o r  E M A I L  A G A V O R A @ S F Y . O R G
5 8 - 2 0  L I T T L E  N E C K  PA R K WAY,  L I T T L E  N E C K ,  N Y  1 1 3 6 2

A I L  
N E C K ,  N Y  1 1 3 6

at the Samuel Field Y & Bay Terrace Center
Early Childhood Programs

58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-6750 x246
TRICIA CAMPO  
Director
TCampo@sfy.org

212-00 23 Avenue,
Bayside, NY 11360
718-423-6111
SHARI REBHUN , DIRECTOR
SRebhun@sfy.org

2 & 4 YEAR OLDS
Interactive activities concentrating on building core skills.  

MATH          SCIENCE          WRITING          READING READINESS

ART          MUSIC          PHYSICAL FITNESS    .
Experienced, NYS Certified Teachers

Individualized programming based on development & learning style through project-based activities.

DAILY SNACKS PROVIDED
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Registration Hours: Mon-Fri 3:30pm to 8pm & Sat 10am to 3pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~Musical Theater 
Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Salsa Caleña ~ Jumps & Turns  

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes  
Drama and Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons ~ Competitive Dance Team

Voted Best 
Children’s 

Gymnastics

Voted Best 
Adult Dance 

Studio

Voted Best 
Performing
Arts Camp

Voted Best 
Children’s

Dance 
Studio

Classes Have 
Begun! 

132- 19 14th Ave, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)
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BY BILL PARRY

The man in the dusty 
bandana and paint 
smeared T-shirt was 
greeted warmly by fel-
low Woodside voters as 
he entered the Catholic 
War Veterans post on 
61st Street. David Rosas-
co had hoped to be wear-
ing a suit and running as 
a candidate for the state 
Assembly, until fellow 
Woodsider Brian Barn-
well blocked him.

“Through an advo-
cate he was able to erase 
me,” Rosasco said. “They 
challenged my signa-
tures. We went to the 
Board of Elections, State 
Supreme Court and then 
the Appellate Court and 
then my counsel said 
we should probably not 
pursue it any longer and 
I terminated my candi-
dacy.”

Rosasco’s 2009 run for 
City Council ended the 
same way. So it is Barn-
well challenging As-
semblywoman Margaret 
Markey Tuesday.

“His supporters have 
been pretty negative to-
wards me on social me-

dia. That’s pretty frus-
trating, but that’s politics 
these days,” Barnwell 
said about Rosasco. 
“Look, he’s a nice guy 
and he does good things 
for the neighborhood, 
but he simply didn’t have 
enough signatures.”

Rosasco started the 
youth-driven Woodside 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion more than a decade 
ago. Every weekend in 
all sorts of weather they 
gather and clean, paint 
hydrants, remove illegal 
dumping and plant hun-
dreds of trees.

“The worst thing was 
telling the kids I wasn’t 
on the ballot. This has 
left a lot of people in 
Woodside, especially the 
young, disillusioned and 
disheartened,” Rosasco 
said. “I’m going back to 
where I started. Back on 
the street with my kids, 
restoring this zip code to 
pristine condition.”

But not before he vot-
ed for himself as a write-
in candidate.

“They haven’t heard 
the last from me,” Rosa-
sco said.

Ousted candidate 
writes in his name

David Rosasco writes in his own name on the ballot. 
Photo by Bill Parry



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 16–22, 201628    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995
48k miles, Stk#23027

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495 $7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995BUY 
FOR: BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995

$16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$8,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#245900
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

45k miles, Stk#23210

$39,995
‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#25763

$15,995 $15,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,995

$38,950
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,995
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Southeast Queens was the 
site of a shooting death and a 
potential homicide in recent 
days and police were seeking 
suspects or witnesses to the 
incidents.

At 11:42 p.m. on Sept. 10, 
police from the 105th Precinct 
responded to a call about a car 
that was on fire in the public 
parking area of Idlewild Park, 
located near the corner of 
224th Street and 149th Avenue. 
FDNY firefighters were al-
ready on the scene, attempting 
to extinguish the fire.

When the fire was put out, 
the first responders made a 
gruesome discovery.  They 
found the body of an uniden-
tified adult male, who was 
significantly burned, in the 
trunk of the car. EMS workers 
responded but pronounced the 
man dead at the scene.

A spokeswoman for the of-
fice of the chief medical exam-
iner said the determination 

of a cause of death was still 
pending, although the com-
manding officer of the 105th 
Precinct called the incident 
a homicide, saying it was the 
first one of the year for the pre-
cinct. The commanding officer 
said it was unlikely the man 
was killed within the confines 
of the precinct, but the fact 
that the body was found there 
makes the 105th the precinct 
of record.

About an hour before the 
burning car was found, po-
lice from the 113th Precinct 

responded to a call of a suspi-
cious vehicle at 124-08 153rd 
St., near the edge of Baisley 
Pond Park. 

There they found an un-
identified man with a gunshot 
wound to the back of his head 
in a white Lexus sedan. The 
engine was still running. EMS 
workers responded and pro-
nounced the man dead at the 
scene.

Police were continuing to 
investigate both incidents and 
no arrests had been made as of 
press time.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A car packed with 20-some-
things returning home from 
a party collided with another 
car in South Ozone Park early 
Sunday morning, killing one 
of the partygoers,  according 
to police. 

The collision occurred 
Sept. 11 at 4:23 a.m. at the in-
tersection of 120th Street and 
Linden Boulevard. 

According to police, an 
Audi A6 with seven passen-
gers collided with a Honda 
Civic traveling westbound 
on Linden Boulevard after 
the Audi skipped a stop sign. 
Surveillance footage shows 
the Audi landing on its roof 
and several passengers 
slowly climbing out. Desray 
Leroy, 23, who was sitting 
on a friend’s lap at the time 
of the accident, suffered seri-
ous head trauma, police said. 
Officials took her to Jamaica 
Hospital, where she was pro-
nounced dead on arrival, ac-
cording to police.

The driver of the Audi, a 
25-year-old male, was taken 
to Elmhurst Hospital in seri-
ous condition, according to 
police. Three male passen-
gers ages 20, 22 and 23 were 
taken to New York Hospital 
in stable condition and the 
remaining two passengers, a 
24 year-old male and 21-year-
old female were taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital in stable 
condition. 

The driver of the Honda, 
53-year-old Ray Mouton, was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital 
with minor injuries. She has 
been charged with aggravat-
ed unlicensed operation of a 
vehicle, according to police. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A man was with a gunshot wound to the head at 124th Avenue and 53rd 
Street in South Jamaica. Google Earth 

Ozone Park collision 
kills one, injures seven

Police probe two murders 
in southeast Queens nabes

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for the fi rst ever Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Deadline for Nominations is September 23, 2016.

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in January 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Weigh in on the issues
 that matter to Queens by 

writing a letter to 
the editor. Send your 

opinions or comments
 to timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 16–22, 2016 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 16–22, 201632    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

“When a Mossad mission goes hor-
ribly wrong, only one agent can save 
the day!”

The tantalizing screamer sets the 
tone for Roni Dunevich’s gritty spy 
shocker, “Ring of Lies.”

This high-speed, contemporary pot-
boiler of violence, cold-hard calcula-
tion and industrial-strength chutzpah 
is the stateside debut of the interna-
tionally best-selling Israeli crime writ-
er’s suspenseful Alex Bartal series, 
which was serialized in Israel’s biggest 
newspaper.

And it’s a nail-biter from the get-go.
Bartal is director of operations at 

Israeli intelligence agency Mossad, a 
job requiring the hardscrabble sleuth 
to sleep with one eye open on good 
days, but when one of his agents is 
kidnapped during a top-secret assign-
ment to capture, work over and kill an 
Iranian general the week that follows 
brings him to the brink of disaster. 
The toppled plot triggers the deaths—
one member at a time—of a sleeper-cell 
network of Mossad spies, propelling a 
series of intensifying calamities that 
drip, drip, drip a trail of blood, treach-
ery and infamy across two continents.

Convinced that there is a mole 
within Mossad, Bartal hot-foots it to 
Europe and Asia to hunt and destroy 
the turncoat, his adrenaline-packed, 
action-filled investigation ascending 
to the highest levels of international 
espionage and government—and sink-
ing into the deepest recesses of a tor-
tured past. Along the way, we make 
the acquaintance of enigmatic sleep-
ers from the Ring of the Nibelungs — 
named for Richard Wagner’s German-
language epic music dramas based 
loosely on characters from the Norse 
sagas — and a cast of unsavory actors, 
including “The Disfigured One,” “The 
Pockmarked One,” and “The Bald One 
Without Eyebrows.”

Bartal’s relentless pursuit unleash-
es personal demons that clash with 
Europe’s murky and troubled history, 
and make him wonder if he is hunting 

an apparition or a merciless murderer 
who will stop at nothing to achieve his 
deadly purpose.

Mossad itself is the break-out star, 
riveting readers to the inscrutable op-
eratives and clandestine operations 
of the Israeli spy intelligence agency 
which brought Nazi war criminal 
Adolf Eichmann to justice.

Dunevich’s inaugural English-
language novel in his award-winning 
Alex Bartal series is liquid prose, tum-
bling drop by drop like a rich brandy 
— this reviewer gulped it down, cover 
to cover, in a weekend! 

Its nail-biting journey through the 
lairs and labyrinths of intercontinen-
tal undercover work is already out in 
paperback and captivating whodunit 
fans across America.

“Ring of Lies” [HarperCollins, 480 
pages, 2016, $15.99].

Roni Dunevich was born in 1961 in 
Tel Aviv, Israel. He began his literary 
career as a copywriter and a strategic 
consultant.

Israeli best-selling author Roni Dunevich's 
first English-language hits American book-
stores.

Israeli spy thriller 
hits American shores

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 15

“ENTERTAINER OF  THE  CE N TURY ”-CNN
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LARRY MAGID ENTERTAINMENT GROUP BY ARRANGEMENT WITH PATRICK SHART & ALAIN BOYACI PRESENTS

CHARLESAZNAVOUR.COM AZNAVOUROFFICIEL THEATERATMSG.COM@MrAznavour
WHEELCHAIR, COMPANION AND DESIGNATED AISLE SEATS, AND ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES AVAILABLE BY CALLING MSG’S DISABLED SERVICES DEPT. AT (212) 465-6034.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX OFFICE,  OR CALL 866-858-0008

Friends and family are welcome!
Complimentary refreshments provided.

1-844-247-1641
Register for one of these FREE educational programs by calling 

Sponsored by Takeda

Come hear about an ORAL
treatment option for

• 9/21 :  - Inn at Great Neck
• 9/22 :  - Residence Inn New York the Bronx at Metro Center 
• 9/27 :  - The Grand Hyatt- E. 42nd st 
• 9/28 :  - Hyatt Regency Greenwich
• 10/6 :  - Bay Ridge Manor, Brooklyn
• 10/15 :  - Hilton New York JFK Airport 

Featuring: Takeda Clinical Nurse Educator 
Cynthia Chrystal, RN, BSN, MS, OCN®

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:

Takeda Oncology and          are registered trademarks of Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited. 
Other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Copyright © 2016, Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
All rights reserved.    Printed in the USA            USO/IXA/15/0159b        05/16

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.



The announcement came just two 
days after the three lead sponsors of 
the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Act sent a letter asking 
the governor for his support for such 
a monument. The letter was co-signed 
by U.S. Reps. Carolyn Maloney (D-As-
toria),  Peter King (R-LI) and Jerrold 

Nadler (D-Manhattan) and.
“I am very pleased that the gover-

nor has heeded our call and is begin-
ning the process to build a memorial 
to honor the men and women we’ve lost 
since 9/11 and the thousands more who 
are dealing with the health effects of 
being exposed to Ground Zero toxins,” 
Maloney said. “This new memorial 
will be another step in our efforts to 
keep our promise to never forget.”

community organizer, whom she had 
defeated in the 2014 primary. Jung 
challenged the signatures on her peti-
tions in a series of court actions that 
failed to have her removed from the 
ballot.  In the last days of the cam-
paign Jung announced he was not pro-
choice, which drew rebukes from sev-
eral women lawmakers in the borough 
and city, and said he was against gay 
marriage.  Voters gave Stavisky a solid 
victory with 58 percent of the vote to 42 
percent for Jung.

 Sanders was viewed as vulnerable 
because he had considered running 
for U.S. Gregory Meeks’ House seat in 
southeast Queens and was facing Adri-
enne Adams, the chairwoman of Com-
munity Board 12.  The Queens Demo-
cratic machine endorsed Adams along 
with several powerful lawmakers from 
the borough, but Sanders won the race 
with 57 percent of the vote.  He was 
also out of step with his fellow Dems 
in Queens when he endorsed Bernie 

Sanders in the Democratic presidential 
primary rather than Hillary Clinton.

 In the 29th Assembly District Ali-
cia Hyndman, who had been in office 
only eight months after a special elec-
tion, was returned to Albany with 73 
percent of the vote. She defeated Lor-
raine Gittens-Bridge and Linda Guille-
beaux for the seat covering Jamaica, 
Laurelton and several other southeast 
Queens neighborhoods.

In the five-way race for the open seat 
left vacant by the death of longtime 
Assemblywoman Barbara Clark (D-
Queens Village), lawyer Clyde Vanel 
won 32 percent of the vote to edge out 
Nantasha Williams with 28 percent for 
the Democratic nod. Bryan Block, Sa-
bine French and Roy Paul were also on 
the ballot in the 33rd District, which 
stretches from Glen Oaks through 
Cambria Heights to Rosedale.

 Veteran Queens Assemblywoman 
Vivian Cook, coasted to a comfort-
able victory with 75 percent of the vote 
against Rodney Reid to represent vot-
ers again in Springfield Gardens, Ja-
maica Estates and Rochdale Village.

for Tuesday’s Democratic primary 
was weak in the hotly contested race 
between the candidates.

Maria Nickens, coordinator of the 
poll site at Benjamin Cardozo High 
School in Bayside, said only about 
30 voters had arrived between 6 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. to vote in the Stavisky 
vs. Jung race. She said she did not 
expect turnout to exceed the 140 vot-
ers who showed up at the site for the 
Democratic congressional primary in 
June.

The issues which mattered to her 
in this election were housing and the 
homeless problem. She lives in Bay-
side, and although school overcrowd-
ing does not affect her, she knows 
the problem needs to be addressed by 
elected officials.

As she spoke, poll workers yawned 
waiting for voters to arrive. The only 
people circulating through the halls 
of the high school were students mak-
ing their way to class.

The Taiwan Center in Flushing 
shared the same stagnant atmo-
sphere.

Leola Wayne, the coordinator at 
the Taiwan Center’s polling station 
in Flushing, said they had only had 41 
voters between 6 a.m. and 11 a.m. This 
was ground zero in the Stavisky-Jung 
race. Poll workers chatted among 
themselves to keep busy.

But a sudden spike at Cardozo 

around 4 p.m. brought in about 100 
voters.

Korean-American voter Daniel 
Kim said his ballot was cast in the 
spirit of improving business oppor-
tunities for Korean immigrants, who 
he claims have been leaving the city 
in the past decade. Jung is a Korean-
American immigrant who has built 
a successful life in Queens as a busi-
nessman and former president of the 
MinKwon Center for Community Ac-
tion.

“Hopefully, he’ll put us on the map 
and give us some good representa-
tion,” Kim said. “The cost of living is 
too ridiculous here. A lot of Koreans 
don’t think there is any merit to stay-
ing in New York — in America.”

Baysider Mike Cohen said he has 
always voted at the Cardozo HS poll 
site. But this time, the Board of Elec-
tions decided to flip the script and 
assign him to a different poll site. He 
said the issue was with his last name, 
a problem he believes would be un-
heard of in a presidential election.

--Throughout the battle for the dis-
trict, which stretches from Woodside 
to Bayside and up through much of 
Flushing, Jung was the recipient of a 
backlash over his stance on prevent-
ing marriage equality from being de-
picted in textbooks and his strict pro-
life position.

Meanwhile, Stavisky collected en-
dorsements from a slew of organiza-
tions, Queens elected officials, mem-
bers of Congress and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 9 
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Stavisky

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Saturday, September 17th at 2:00PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00 AM
-Children 10 & under FREE-
Refreshments provided

After the Run 
Join us for a 

Memorial Service to 
REMEMBER 

the First Responders of
9/11 and Those who Died

Working on the Pile

For information contact: Ed Horn at 718 278 3240

Registration Available Online at: 
www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

Remember Me Run And Memorial Service At  St. Michaels
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19-11 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., WHITESTONE, NY 11357  718.747.2583  BLVDRESTAURANT.COM  THEBLVD.WHITESTONE@AOL.COM

FREE PARKING IN REAR

The BLVD Dance Party 

Starts at 9:30 Every Friday 

and Saturday Night!

Music by New York’s top 

DJs including KTU’s Jenny 

Costa and Tommy Nappi

Have Your Next 

Party or Event at 

The BLVD Catering 

for 20-110 Guests

A
DULTS PARTY AT THE BLVD

KIDS PLAY ON BELL

 DJ Tommy NappiDJ Jenny Costa
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CutestCutestCutest
Pet ContestPet ContestPet Contest

We are looking for  
New York City’s Cutest Pet

To enter/vote and view prize details visit:

www.cnglocal.com/cutestpet

T he pet with the most votes wins!

How does it work?
1. Visit CNG’s online contest page
2. Upload a photo of your Pet
3. Readers vote for the cutest pet

FREE TO  

VOTE!

FREE TO  

ENTER!

GREAT PRIZES!
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Watching performance art-
ist Deborah Wasserman in ac-
tion, you’d swear she had mul-
tiple personalities.

Last Saturday at Corona 
Plaza, she channeled her inner 
nature goddess and became 
green Mother Earth/Queen of 
Trash, a long cape of garbage 
trailing behind her, as curi-
ous passers-by watched and 
wondered. As part of the Rego 
Park Green Alliance Studio’s 
“Make Queens Clean” Art In-
tervention 2016, her site-spe-
cific, interactive performance, 
“Dumped: Mother Earth/
Queen of Trash” aspires to 
bring awareness and under-
standing of the importance of 

environmental issues. Was-
serman will repeat her per-
formance at Diversity Plaza 
in Jackson Heights Saturday 
afternoon.  

Born in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
and raised in Israel, Wasser-
man has worked in a variety of 
artistic media, and her eclectic 
approach to art and teaching 
has been evident in her in-
stallations and interventions, 
paintings, drawings, sound 
work, sculpture and videos. 
“When I think of an art project 
I want to execute, I always try 
to imagine what material or 
media will best serve my con-
cept,” she said.

In a recent interview, the 
artist noted that her most in-
spiring teachers have been fe-
male artists who succeeded in 
carving a niche for their own 
feminine voice. “I see my ar-
tistic path now moving in that 
direction,” she noted.

That artistic path has already 
taken Wasserman in some rath-
er unusual directions. In 2014, 
her first RPGA event featured 
“The Longest Journey Starts 
with a Single Step,” an installa-
tion of 140 pairs of girls’ shoes.

TimesLedger, Sept. 16–22, 2016

MOTHER 
EARTH’S
MESSAGE

Performance 
artist Deborah 

Wasserman brings 
environmental 
issues to light

Deborah Wassterman in her piece "Dumped: Mother Earth/Queen of Trash," which she will perform Saturday 
at Diversity Plaza Photo by Carol Lacks Continued on Page 42
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The Merchant of Venice — In Shakespeare’s 
play, the collateral taken for a loan, a pound 
of fl esh, leads to a series of unpleasant 
complications and a courtroom showdown. 
This version takes the action and moves it to 
post-World War II Italy.
When: Friday - Sunday, Sept. 16-18, 7:30 pm 
(also at 3 pm Sept. 18)
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Wait Until Dark — In this thriller by 
Frederick Knott, three con men searching for 
some hidden heroin terrorize a young blind 
woman in her apartment.
When: Sept. 16-25, 8 pm Friday and Saturday, 
2 pm Sunday
Where: Post Theater, Building T4 - Gateway 

National Recreation Area, Fort Tilden, Breezy 
Point
Cost: $15 for adults, $12 for seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.
org/ticket-reservation-section/

STAR-Senior Theater Acting Repertory 
— This company is committed to serving 
the diverse culture of Queens seniors and 
the community at large by presenting live 
theatrical programs that will entertain, 
inspire, and educate our audiences while 
showcasing its members’ talents and 
promoting a more positive image of older, 
“Young at Heart” adults. 
When: Friday, Sept. 16, 2 pm
Where: Queens Village Library, 94-11 217th 
St., Queens Village

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER VISIT US AT 

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

Continued on Page 41
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We believed the stars 
to be in perfect align-
ment when we heard 
the next Queens Dinner 
Club event would give us 
a preview of the soon-to-
open Mothership Meats 
Long Island City bar-
becue joint. We drooled 
with anticipation think-
ing about the Queens 
Dinner Club boys, Joe 
Distefano, Jonathan 
Forgash and Gabe Gross 
teaming up with Josh 
Bowen, Queens’ premier 
barbecue maven.

“I’ve been dreaming 
of this since we started 
QDC. A BBQ fest with 
Pitmaster Josh Bowen 
and all my friends,” said 
QDC co-founder Chef 
Jonathan Forgash. “Life 
doesn’t get any better 
than that.”

Queens Dinner Club, 
founded last April, con-
venes to socialize over 
unique Queens eats. Its 
events fall somewhere 
between a gourmet club 
gathering and a church 

social.  It is free to join, 
the only prerequisite 
being a love of food and 
conviviality.  The ticket 
price is set according to 

the venue and scope of 
the event.  This all-you-
can-eat meatfest was $60 
per person.

About 140 or so bar-

becue devotees showed 
up at the site of Josh Bo-
wen’s impending barbe-
cue spot for the dinner. 
Bowen already oper-

ates LIC’s John Brown 
Smokehouse, known 
for its Kansas City style 
barbecue, and he also 
briefly ran the Alchemy 

Texas Barbecue pop-up.  
When a friend bought a 
building on 40th Avenue 
in Long Island City, he 
saw it as an opportunity 
to continue dabbling in 
Texas-style barbecue.  He 
fixed up the ground floor 
and adjoining lot, and in-
stalled a J&R Oyler pit—
a smoker that can handle 
2,000 lbs of meat—which 
he feeds, one log at a 
time, with native Long Is-
land white oak and some 
honey locust. He claims 
he “isn’t doing fusion,” 
but says he still wants to 
mix up his recipe a little 
bit with some Asian spic-
ings. Although Bowen 
was raised in Kansas 
City, he also lived Aus-
tin for eight years—long 
enough to earn his Texas 
barbecue chops.

While the smoker 
smoked, the John Brown 
All Stars warmed up the 
crowd with some bluesy 
sounds. The music howled 
and tummies growled, 
but no ‘cue was served 
before its time.  Lines 

Preparing the barbecue at the preview dinner for Mothership Meats. Photo by Suzanne Parker

BBQ lovers prepare to meet the Mothership
DINING OUT

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, New York | At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon

Continued on Page 43
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FILM

Movies Under the Stars:  
Zootopia — In a city inhabited 
by anthropomorphic animals 
who have abandoned 
traditional predator/prey 
roles in favor of civilized 
coexistence, uptight rabbit 
police offi cer Judy Hopps 
(voiced by Ginnifer Goodwin) 
is forced to work with 
charismatic fox con artist 
Nick Wilde (Jason Bateman) 
to crack a major case 
involving the mysterious 
disappearance of some 
carnivorous citizens. The 
movie begins at dusk, and 
viewers should bring a chair 
or blanket to sit on.
When: Friday, Sept. 16, 7 
pm – 9 pm
Where: Brookville Park, 
Brookville Boulevard and 144th 
Avenue, Springfi eld Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: https://www.
nycgovparks.org/

events/2016/09/16/movies-
under-the-stars-zootopia

EVENTS

Green Neighborhoods 
Richmond Hill — Come 
volunteer for a special 
Richmond Hill Green 
Neighborhood event with the 
Natural Areas Conservancy. 
Before work begins, Cesar 
Castillo from the Queens 
County Bird Club will lead a 
birding tour. Then, volunteers 
will spruce up the surrounding 
restoration site in an effort 
to support the natural 
woodlands. No experience 
necessary, training will be 
provided the day of the event. 
Come dressed in long pants, 
closed-toed shoes (boots 
or sneakers preferred), and 
clothing that can get dirty.
When: Saturday, Sept. 17, 9 
am - 1 pm
Where: Forest Park, Lane S at 
Myrtle Avenue, Richmond Hill
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 392-5232 
ext. 122
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/09/17/
green-neighborhoods-
richmond-hill

Refuge Denied: St. 
Louis Passengers and 
the Holocaust — In this 
presentation, Dr. Scott Miller, 
director of curatorial affairs 
at the National Holocaust 
Museum, and Dr. Susan 
Jacobowitz, associate 
professor of English at 
Queensborough Community 
College, will discuss the fate 
of the passengers of the SS 
St. Louis, a ship that left Nazi 
Germany in 1939 only to be 
turned away by the Cuban and 
US governments upon arrival.
When: Wednesday, Sept. 21, 
12:20 pm - 1:50 pm
Where: Kupferberg Holocaust 
Center, Queensborough 
Community College, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 281-5770
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
khrca

Myrtle Avenue Fall Street 
Festival — Stretching from 
Wyckoff Avenue to Forest 
Avenue, this event will feature 
over 200 merchant and vendor 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Rita Moreno will take the stage at the Queensborough Performing 
Arts Center Sept. 25. Photo by Mark Hill / Courtesy QPAC

BY MERLE EXIT

Queensborough Performing 
Arts Center is about to commence 
its 51st year of performances.

 “I think this may be our best 
season yet”, said Executive and 
Artistic Director Susan Agin. 
“The celebrities, and most of the 
world-class acts this season, are 
celebrating their inaugural per-
formance with us.”

The season’s schedule starts 
this weekend through May 2017 
and here are some highlights. 
This Sunday brings Tony Dan-
za, who will be performing his 
cabaret act, “Standards and 
Stories,” in which he sings, tap 
dances, plays the ukulele and 
talks about his life and personal 
connection to music. 

Broadway star Rita Moreno 
hits the QPAC stage one week 
later with a 3 p.m. show on Sun-
day, Sept. 25. A star of both stage 
and screen, Moreno was recent-
ly presented with the Los Ange-
les Music Center’s excellence in 
performing arts award.  

The international flavor of 

QPAC’s programming will be 
in full swing during the season 
as well. The Havana Cuba All-
Stars will appear on Saturday, 
Oct. at 8 p.m. And Sunday, Octo-
ber 9 brings The Tamburitzans: 
New Horizons.  Expect to travel 
through countries such as Bul-
garia, Croatia, Serbia, Slovakis, 
Greece and Russia as the group 
performs with authentic musi-
cal instruments.  

October continues with Mas-
ters of the Mind on the 16th as 
Israeli-born Guy Bavli and his 
cast deliver an interactive perfor-
mance of magic. The cast includes: 
The Kinetic Man, The Mind Art-
ist, The Hypnotic Devil, The Psy-
chic Duo and The Sorcerer.  

Perfectly timed for the up-
coming election, The Capitol 
Steps put the mock in democ-
racy on Sunday, Oct. 23, 3 p.m. 
Their political satire, entitled 
“What to Expect While You’re 
Electing,” is said to include Don-
ald Trump singing a rock song, 
Bernie Sanders warbling a show 
tune and Hillary Clinton doing 
standup comedy. 

QPAC is pairing up with the 
newly renovated LaGuardia Pla-
za Hotel for this season’s “shows 
on the go,” which include a meal 
and show package. A brunch per-
formance Friday, Oct. 28 at 1 p.m. 
features Kings From Queens in 
a concert of songs performed by 
popular Broadway personalities 
who got started in Queens.  

And for those who’ve been 
waiting for a chance to put on 
their “Boogie Shoes,” QPAC 
will be playing host to the disco 
stalwarts KC and the Sunshine 
Band Nov. 19 at 8 p.m.. Some of 
the favorites they’re sure to per-
form include “That’s The Way I 
Like It,” “Get Down Tonight,” 
“Please Don’t Go” and “Shake 
Your Booty.”

If you like what you hear at 
QPAC this season, it’s never too 
early to get a head start on the 
next, when shows such as “La 
Traviata,” Billy Porter, “Swan 
Lake,” Maurice Hines and Van-
essa Williams will be on the 
bill. For more information, go th 
www.visitqpac.org, or call (718) 
631-6311.

QPAC is setting the stage 
for another stellar season  

Continued on Page 43

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

BELL BLVD 
SUNDAY 
STROLL

12 PM - 5 PM / 39TH - 41ST AVE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.BAYSIDEVILLAGEBID.COM OR CALL 718.423.2434

@baysidebid baysidevillagebid
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IN THE CAR WITH BLOSSOM AND LEN

KEIGWIN + COMPANY
PAUL TAYLOR DANCE COMPANY

 THEATRE

 DANCE

2016/2017

Season Subscriptions and 
Tickets available at: 
www.queenstheatre.org 
or 718.760.0064

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Sept. 16-22, 2016

By Pete Canty

B-Plus
Across
1. Jeweler’s weight
6. Nose-in-the-air 
type
10. Alert
14. Previously, 
formerly
15. Bring on board
16. Rink shape
17. Hesitation in 
finding the answer, 
perhaps
19. Underground 
party
20. Muscat resident
21. Built more?
23. Ideal suffix
25. Signs up
26. Passed away
31. Rapper Mos 
_____
32. Rip-off
33. Corn unit
34. Subsided
38. Islamic sect
39. Dumps
42. Friend in war
43. Car payments?
45. Website help, 
briefly
46. Ploy
47. Fall behind
49. Board of 
_____
51. Put the horses 
away
55. Welcome 
wreath
56. _____ State 
(Maine)
58. Come together

62. Pond organism
63. Deflect a bull’s 
charge, perhaps
66. Forest dweller
67. “Pay _____ 
mind”
68. Pass over
69. Messes up
70. Follows long 
and dead
71. Crowded

Down
1. Popular NYC 
vehicle
2. 60’s hairdo
3. Wander
4. Soprano’s song, 
maybe
5. Net game
6. That girl
7. Guitarist Lofgren

8. Use a soapbox
9. Above partner
10. Homer’s son’s 
output, perhaps
11. Benefit
12. Tangle
13. Reds and 
Cards, e.g.
18. Drying rack items
22. Canadian tribe
24. Butcher’s stock
26. [Hey you!]
27. Canyon effect
28. Pool table part
29. “Chicago is my 
only
football team?”
30. Float with the 
current
35. Depressed
36. “If all _____ 
fails...”

37. Salon supplies
40. _____ of 
Sandwich
41. Mouse sound
44. Ice melter
48. Caged pet
50. Exhaled 
expressively
51. Diamond 
alternative
52. Mosaic artist
53. Rage
54. United 
competitor
57. Ages
59. Stage part
60. The Emerald 
Isle
61. Heads and tails
64. Hotel room 
addition
65. Observe

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ETCHED IN STONE
P E P S I A S N A P C A N
C R E A M R I A T A U S O
P O N D S K I P P E R R P M

S O I S E E D O L E S
E N G A R D E O O H I N G
F O R C E S L E N N O N
I S A K N A N C E G P A
L A V S P O T T E D N A M
E Y E P A G E S B E N E

M A A L O X S H R E D S
S E A N C E O N E I D A S
C A R T E I N F A N T
A R K B I T O F G R A V E L
R T E A C E N T Y I E L D
F O R R U S S O S N E E S

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 776-6800
Website: www.star-queens.
org

UPCOMING 
PRODUCTIONS

The Underpants Godot — 
This farce is about a director 
who’s surreptitiously 
rehearsing for an avant-
garde production of “Waiting 
for Godot,” with the main 
characters played by young 
men in their underpants 

instead of old men. A 
representative from the 
notoriously litigious Samuel 
Beckett estate crashes a 
rehearsal to investigate 
and decide whether the 
performance should be 
allowed. 
When: Sept. 22 - Oct. 2
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02-23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Apartment for Sale 
(tenant included) OR Se 
Vende Apartemento (con 
inquilino) — This play by 

Spanish playwright Juan 
Carlon Rubio tells the story 
of three peculiar characters: 
an old woman who only has 
the apartment she lives in, a 
young businesswoman who 
has everything she wants 
and a real estate salesman 
who is a total disaster. On 
alternate nights, the play will 
be performed in English and 
Spanish versions.
When: Sept. 23 - Oct. 23
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theater, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Continued from Page 38 
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She said they accepted her 
proposal to display all of her 
two daughters’ shoes (which she 
had collected since they were 
born) and invited the public to 
interact with her installation 
and join her journey as a mother 
who watches her children grow.

Another of her works il-
lustrated the ties between 
domestic duties and artistic 
expression. Entitled “Washing 
my Dirty Laundry in the Base-
ment, in high heel shoes, as I 
got rained out,” it unfolded last 
year in her basement laundry 
room, where she acknowledged 
and embraced (if only for a 
time) her homemaker tenden-
cies. It’s an interesting, slice-of-
life, female-centric vignette.  

“We want to have all the 
roles and do them all perfectly 
at once: To be fantastic moth-
ers, have fulfilling careers, be 
politically involved and fight for 
change, raise wonder kids, run 
the marathon, look good and fit 

into size 4 jeans…,” Wasserman 
explained.  “I’m very familiar 
with this type of drive to move 
forward and do things, to leave 
an impact on this world…but 
at times I wonder, from a more 
spiritual point of view, why we 
are so motivated to keep prov-
ing ourselves.”

Wasserman’s art is just one 
part of the wide range of events 

taking place at RPGA Studio’s 
Queens Art Intervention Day 
this Saturday from 1 p.m to 4 
p.m. at Diversity Plaza, 37th 
Road between 73rd and 74th 
streets in Jackson Heights

In addition to Wasserman’s 
“Dumped,” the day will include 
something being referred to 
as a “vote your butt installa-
tion.” The butts in question, 

however, are cigarette butts : 
“People will discuss one new 
innovative design created by 
RPGA Studio to stop people 
from littering on the streets,” 
said RPGA Founder and Exec-
utive Director Yvonne Shortt. 
“Cigarette butts are litter and 
we want people to use their 
butts to vote. Plus, we will be 
giving away free portable ash-
trays that can be carried in 
your pocket or pocketbook.”

There will also be a 110-sec-
ond-long virtual reality instal-
lation that shows people where 
garbage goes and asks them 
to make one change to reduce 
their litter. Another featured 
piece will be a trash can with 
an innovative hoop that lights 
up when garbage goes in. “We 
will also be giving out gifts for 
people who get their garbage 
in the hoop,” Shortt noted.

Other works will include Ni-
izeki Hiromi’s “GumHearts,” 
in which T-shirts will be turned 
into reusable bags with the help 
of the community and the “Road 
to Realization,” an installation 
that shows two roads—one lit-

tered with garbage, the other 
beautiful. “We then invite the 
public to discuss ways to make 
the community cleaner,” ac-
cording to Shortt.

When Wasserman isn’t 
performing or creating mul-
timedia artwork, she teaches 
after-school art classes to lo-
cal kids, ages 4½ to 11, at her 
Art for a Start program (www.
artforastartnyc.com).

On the weekends, she preps 
students for specialized art 
schools at her Woodside studio. 

Continued from Page 37 
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Multimedia artist, teacher and feminist Deborah Wasserman in her 
Woodside studio. Photo courtesy John P. Creveling

A trash can with a light-up rim en-
courages people to put their gar-
bage in it. Courtesy RPGA Studio

BY STEVE BARNES

Two of Shakespeare’s 
most famous speeches 
are at the center of his 
“The Merchant of Ven-
ice.” Shylock’s “Hath not 
a Jew eyes?” addresses 
the undercurrent of rac-
ism that underlies the 
crux of the play, while 
Portia’s “the quality 
of mercy,” delivered in 
the heat of a courtroom 
battle, stresses the hu-
manity that is needed to 
make an attempt at over-
coming the effects of that 
racism.

Both speeches are de-
livered in a particularly 
affecting manner in the 
Secret Theatre’s pro-
duction of what is likely 
the most famous of the 
Bard’s “problem plays,” 
those works that bridge 
the gap between comedy 
and drama. The story of 
a financial exchange that 
goes incredibly off track, 
Shakespeare’s play sup-
plies both a generous dose 
of laughter and a trou-
bling, darker side that 
makes us question the 
intent and effect of every-
thing we see.

The story of the play 
centers around a deal 

made between Antonio 
(Michael Vincent Carre-
ra), a nobleman, and Shy-
lock (Richard Mazda), 
a Jewish moneylender. 
While arranging for a 
loan to help his friend 
Bassanio (Zachary 
Clark) woo and win Por-
tia (Joy Donze). Antonio 
agrees to a very strange 
provision: If he fails to 
pay back the loan by the 
assigned date, Shylock is 
entitled to a pound of An-
tonio’s flesh.

Not surprisingly, that 
failure takes place, set-
ting in place a chain of 
escapes, exchanges and 
disguises that catch al-
most all the characters 
up in a complex web of 
lies and betrayals before 
eventually reaching an 
ending that has all the 
appearances of a happy 
one, though it leaves a 
surprisingly bitter after-
taste.

Under the direction 
of Alberto Bonilla, the 
Secret Theatre’s pro-
duction brings all of the 
play’s contradictions to 
life in sharp detail. In a 
nod to what seems to be 
the standard methodol-
ogy of moving the action 
of Shakepeare’s works to 

more modern settings, 
Bonilla has placed the 
story in post-World War 
II Italy.

 “I wanted to set 
‘Merchant of Venice’ in 
post-WW II Italy because 
of the extreme circum-
stances that Europe was 
living with,” he says. 

This move gives the 
story a surprisingly 
strong charge, espe-
cially in light of the 
extreme hostility most 
of the other characters 
express toward Shylock. 
Even the marriage of 
Shylock’s daughter, Jes-
sica (Isabella Curti) to 
a young Christian man 
takes on an additional 
weight when reinterpret-
ed through the historical 
framework that the di-
rector employs.

In addition, the con-
flict between the old and 
new worlds is brought 
into the mix. Antonio 
is an elegant, old-school 
Italian, while Bassanio 
and his comrades are 
young American GIs, 
who transform the play’s 
traditional setting with 
their rollicking horse-
play and powerful physi-
cality.

But in the end, the real 

test of contemporary re-
mainings of the Bard lies 
in how they walk the fine 
line between the poetry 
of the language and the 
complexity of the plot. In 
this regard, the produc-
tion succeeds with flying 
colors. The attempt to de-
liver the lines with strict 
Elizabethan pronuncia-
tion is done away with, 
and the relaxed speak-
ing voices of the actors 
respect the rhythm and 
beauty of the text while 
also providing the audi-
ence with a clear, involv-
ing story line.

In a cast that is uni-
formly appealing, sev-
eral actors stand out. 
Mazda gives us a surpris-
ingly restrained Shylock, 
his focused, subtle inten-
sity giving his speeches 
maximum emotional ef-
fect. Carrera delineates 
a multi-layered, involv-
ing Antonio, capturing 
his basic goodness while 
never losing sight of an 
essential priggishness 
within the character. 
And as Portia, Donze 
(along with her partner-
in-crime Nerissa, admi-
rably played by Grace 

Merriman) deftly alter-
nates between bawdy 
humor and emotional 
power.

As far as costumes 
and sets go, both make 
strong contributions. 
Sandy Yalkin’s set com-
bines elements of classi-
cal Italian architecture 
(balconies, bridges over 
rivers) with the look of 
rubble-strewn postwar 
streets, while Anna Win-
ter’s costumes make the 
distinctions between 
characters clear. 

For those not famil-
iar with Shakespeare’s 
work, this engaging pro-
duction would be a great 
place to start, while for 
those with a longtime 
affinity for his plays, it 
has more than enough 
original and provoca-
tive insights to make it 
worthwhile.

“The Merchant of 
Venice” runs through 
Sept. 18 at the Secret The-
atre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City. Showtimes 
are 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
through Sunday, with a 
3 p.m. matinee on Sun-
days. Tickets are $18 in 
advance, $20 at the door. 
Go to secrettheatre.com 
for more information.

Richard Mazda (foreground) plays Shylock in the Secret Theatre's 
"The Merchant of Venice" Photo by Reiko Yanagi

Secret Theatre rethinks the Bard’s ‘Merchant’
Moving the action to post-WWII Italy sheds new light on Shakespeare’s classic play 
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formed as succulent short 
rib pastrami made an ap-
pearance.  It was joined 
by slaw, and heavenly 
cornbread pudding, a sort 
of mashup between corn-
bread and mac ‘n cheese.  
After a lengthy wait, sub-
tly exotic yuzu smoked 
duck landed, but much 
to our sorrow, the divine 
cornbread had been re-
placed by white bread, a 
Texas barbecue staple. 
With continued patience, 
we made the acquain-
tance of Mothership Meat 
Co.’s Signature Brisket 
with garam masala pep-
per rub.

Just when we thought 
our stamina was exhaust-
ed, a perfectly lacquered 
whole hog emerged from 
the massive smoker.  Al-
though we would have 
liked to catch Josh Bow-
en taking his place with 
the band, we grabbed a 
generous portion of oink-
er, scarfed it, and called 
it a night.  

The evening was 
something of a dress re-
hearsal for the Mother-
ship. The quality of the 
meat was superb, but the 
pacing of the meal was 
trying. We are confident 
by the time they open 
for real, they will have 
the kinks worked out 
and will be serving (oh 
please, please, please) al-
cohol.  We’ll be waiting.

For all the lines and 
waiting for food, the eve-

ning can be considered 
a success, especially if, 
like us, the fellowship of 
foodies is high on your 
list of pleasures. 

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 39 

BBQ IF YOU GO
Queens Dinner Club

You can join the Queens Dinner Club e-mail list 
and be notifi ed of future events either by visiting 
their Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
queensdinnerclub/) and using the “sign up” tab or  
by sending an email to: Contact@queensdinnerclub.
com. Tickets to the dinners are sold online through: 
brownpapertickets.com.

If food events are what you crave, in addition to the 
QDC’s events, here are a couple more to keep on 
your radar. NY Epicurean Events, in partnership with 
the Cheese & Dairy Society of New York State, has 
announced two upcoming events: The second annual 
Great Northeast Cheese Fest on December 10 and 
Charcuterie Masters 2017 on February 5.

displays, children’s rides, game 
booths, and other non-profi t 
and civic organizations. 
Antique and custom cars from 
the East Coast Car Assocation 
and Riviera Owners Association 
will be on display, and other 
participats include Joe 
Fuoco’s Music Center and the 
Ridgewood Dance Studio.
When: Sunday, Sept. 18, 12 
pm - 6 pm
Where: Myrtle Avenue from 
Wycokff Avenue to Forest 
Avenue, Ridgewood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 381-7974
Website: ridgewood-ny.com/

MUSIC

Tony Danza — Following a run 
at Manhattan’s Café Carlyle, 
Tony Danza (a star of the 
Broadway stage as well as 
TV’s “Taxi” and “Who’s the 
Boss”) brings his cabaret act, 
“Standards & Stories,” to the 
stage of the Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center. 
Backed by a live band, the 
act features hits from the 
Great American Songbook 
performed by this modern 
day song and dance man.
When: Sunday, Sept. 18, 3 
pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 

222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40-$50 (less for 
serics ticket holders)
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.visitqpac.org

Colombian Drum Circle 
— Celebrate the Harvest 
Moon with a drum circle 
in Flushing Town Hall’s 
garden. After a workshop 
led by Martin Vejarano, 
participants can jam with 
the assmebled musicians. 
Drums are provided, and 
anyone from beginner to 
professional, is welcome to 
participate.
When: Friday, Sept. 16, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard 
Cost: $25 ($20 for 
members)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Skats the Clown Show at 
Forest Park Carousel — 
Skats the Clown has been 
entertaining audiences for 
nearly two decades. His 
clown comedy is guaranteed 
to bring out everyone’s inner 
child, even if they haven’t 
actually been kids for a 
long time. Combining magic 
and clownery, Skats makes 
everyone laugh out loud 
while also leaving them in 

amazement.
When: Saturday, Sept. 18,  2 pm 
- 2:45 pm and 4 pm - 4:45 pm
Where: Forest Park Carousel, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/09/17/skats-
the-clown-show-at-forest-
park-carousel

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Richard Hennessy: 
Free Hand Free Spirit — 
This exhibition of vivid, 
abstract paintings is both a 
celebration of Hennessy’s 
30-year career and a 
memorial to his longtime 
collaborator, the theater 
artist Charles Ludlam, who 
died from AIDS in 1987. A 
native of upstate New York, 
Hennessy was educated at 
Columbia and the Institute 
of Fine Art, NYU. His work 
is held in major collections 
across the country including 
the Guggenheim Museum, 
and San Francisco MoMA.
When: Through Saturday, 
Oct. 1
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, 405 Klapper Hall, 
Queens College campus, 
Long Island Expressway and 
Kissena Boulevard, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4748
Website: www.gtmuseum.
org

Continued from Page 40 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 16–22, 2016 45  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Sports

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ

The Holy Cross football 
team has been waiting for the 
season to start for months, 
anxious to get back on the 
field and hit something. 

The Knights did just that, 
staging a dominant defensive 
performance Sunday as the 
squad opened up the season 
with a 28-0 victory over St. 
Francis Prep in “The Battle 
of the Boulevard.”

“They’ve been working 
since January, and this is one 
of those games that they had 
circled on their calendar,” 
Holy Cross coach Tim Smith 
said. “No matter what the ob-
stacle was they were ready to 
play.”

It took a little while for 
Holy Cross’ offense to hit its 
stride, but the defense picked 
up the slack from the get-go, 
sparked by the dominant se-
nior duo of defensive end Dy-
lan McCutchen and defensive 

tackle Lucas Anastasis.
The pair consistently 

brought down St. Francis 
Prep players with hard-hit-
ting tackles and set up camp 
in the Terriers’ backfield, 
racking up a handful of sacks. 
In fact, the Knights’ defense 
didn’t allow a single run of 
more than 10 yards. 

McCutchen in particular 
stepped up his game in the 
rivalry tilt, leading the squad 
on both sides of the ball. 

In addition to his work 
on defense, he lined up as a 
fullback on offense, block-
ing for running backs Tyler 
Hallerdin and Justin Felder, 
regularly opening up lanes in 
front of him. He also picked 
up some key yardage of his 
own and, for good measure, 
served as the Knights’ punt-
er. 

“I just want to do as much 
as I could to help my team 
out,” McCutchen said of his 

BY LAURA AMATO

By the time Dalilah Mu-
hammad and Deajah Stevens 
walked off the stage in the Car-
dozo High School auditorium, 
their cheeks actually hurt. 

The former Judges stars 
returned to their alma mater 
Tuesday for a ceremony to 
honor their respective ac-
complishments in this year’s 
Olympic Games and after a 
seemingly never-ending string 
of selfies and autographs and 
congratulations, the pair were 
a bit overwhelmed. 

It was a good problem to 
have. 

“It’s amazing. I’m happy 
to be home,” said Dalilah Mu-
hammad, who won gold in 
the 400-meter hurdles in Rio. 
“It does get a little tiring, but 
being here I’m full of energy 
and I’m happy to be doing it. I 

wanted the photos, too, so it’s 
really, really nice.”

The track and field stars 
didn’t attend Cardozo togeth-
er—Muhammad graduated in 
2008, while Stevens graduated 
in 2013—but the pair have gone 
through this Olympic journey 
together and the ceremony at 
the school was the latest stop 
in a jam-packed schedule that’s 
criss-crossed the country. 

At the end of it all, however, 
coming back to Cardozo was 
something special. 

“Graduating from this 
school was one of the best de-
cisions I’ve ever made,” said 
Stevens, who placed seventh 
in the 200-meter final in Rio. 
“It’s amazing to see everyone 
be so supportive because when 
I was here, they were so sup-
portive of me.”

Stevens and Muhammad 
both faced their fair share of 

obstacles on the road to Olym-
pic glory, but the two found 
support at Cardozo. 

Stevens traveled nearly two 
hours from Westchester Coun-
ty to be part of the Judges’ 
track and field squad, certain 
that competing for Cardozo 
would lead to success. Muham-
mad, meanwhile, trained with 
Cardozo coaches Gail Em-
manuel and Ray James prior 
to the start of the Olympic tri-
als, looking to rediscover her 
on-track spark after a season 
plagued by injury. 

“I think for me, it wasn’t 
about doing something that 
was different, it was going back 
to something that I used to do,” 
Muhammad said. “I went back 
to my distance background 
at Cardozo and went back to 
grinding. You just think, if I 
can do this, I can do anything 

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47

Cardozo grads Dalilah Muhammad and Deajah Stevens returned to their alma mater for a ceremony honoring 
their accomplishments at this year's Olympic Games in Rio.  CNG/Laura Amato

Holy Cross football coach Tim Smith talks to his team after the 
squad's 28-0 victory over rival St. Francis Prep Sunday.  

Photo by Benjamin Leibowitz

Olympians honored 
Cardozo welcomes back Muhammad and Stevens

Knights start season 
on the winning track
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BY LAURA AMATO

The Holy Cross football 
community was stunned and 
deeply saddened Sunday after 
learning that former Knights 
standout Brandon Jackson 
died following a single-car 
crash in Croton-on-Hudson, 
N.Y. 

The news shook the 
Knights’ tight-knit group as 
former and current players 
came together to honor Jack-
son’s memory. He was 20 years 
old.

“He was a special young 
man. He was an honor student 
here at Holy Cross,” said for-
mer Knights coach Tom Pugh, 
who coached Jackson for four 
years during high school. “I 
just feel for his family and 
the guys all from the team. 
They’re all out in college play-
ing ball now, and these guys 
are all calling me and they’re 
all upset.”

Jackson, a 2014 Holy Cross 
graduate, died just hours after 
starting for Army in its victo-
ry over Rice on Saturday. Ac-
cording to Croton-on-Hudson 
police, officials received a call 
at 1:50 a.m. Sunday about a mo-
tor vehicle crash. 

When responders arrived 

on the scene, a single car had 
crashed into the guardrail—
the driver was still in the car 
at the time and pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

“Words cannot describe 
the grief that our team is feel-
ing over the loss of our brother 
and friend, Brandon,” Army 
coach Jeff Monken said in a 
statement. “He was a beloved 
teammate and our hearts are 
with his family at this time of 
tragedy.”

Jackson appeared in every 
game as a freshman last sea-
son and led Army with three 
interceptions as well 62 tack-
les. He had six tackles and two 
pass breakups this season. 

Jackson was a standout de-
fender at Holy Cross as well, 
a defensive dynamo whose 
speed off the ball almost al-
ways caught opponents by 
surprise. The Knights star 
didn’t talk much on the field—
or, according to Pugh, off it—
instead, he let his game do the 
talking. 

“He was really quiet and 
shy, but through football he 
became this great playmak-
er,” Pugh said. “He was one 
of the best in the city, an all-
star.”

Pugh remained close to 

Jackson over the last few years. 
The former coach visited West 
Point earlier this year to take 
in Army’s annual spring game 
and spent time with Jackson 
and his family on campus. 
He said it was memories like 
those that will help ease the 
pain of this tragedy.

“He was introducing me to 
everybody in the locker room 
and I said, ‘When did you learn 
to talk?’” Pugh said. “He was 
such a good, quiet young man. 
But he was really coming into 
own.”

Croton-on-Hudson police 
said that the preliminary in-
vestigation into the accident 
was still ongoing. Croton-on-
Hudson is about 19 miles south 
of the U.S. Military Academy 
on the opposite side of the 
Hudson River. While they wait 
for answers, Jackson’s football 
families—both at Army and 
in Queens—are determined 
to remember the star for the 
standout player and person he 
was. 

“There’s just not a lot to 
say,” Pugh said. “He was a 
great kid, he really was. When 
you look at a guy who goes to 
the military academy like 
that, they’re pretty special. It’s 
sad, it’s real sad.”

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ

It was anything but an easy 
game for the Christ the King 
football team Saturday. The 
Royals squared off against 
Xavier in a repeat of last year’s 
city championship and took on 
a difficult offensive scheme 
known as a “single wing.”

But while Christ the King 
may have come up short 
against the Knights last year, 
this year’s Royals squad was 
more determined than ever 
and that will led to a season-
opening 24-12 victory. 

“It was like a heavyweight 
fight,” Royals coach Jason 
Brown said. “We have a new 
quarterback. It was a tough 
game but we finished. And 
that’s our motto, finishing.”

The Royals got on the board 
early, but Xavier’s offense hit 
its stride in the second quar-
ter. 

The “single wing” is an 
offense that is designed to de-
ceive—nearly all the plays in 
the scheme are rush and pass-

ing attempts designed to come 
as a surprise. 

Xavier did its fair share of 
surprising as well, mixing up 

plays and scoring 12 points in 
the second quarter as Jalen 
Johnson hit the ground run-
ning. The senior barreled into 
the end zone from four yards 
out for his first touchdown of 
the afternoon, sparking the 
Knights and setting Christ the 
King back on its toes. 

Xavier was throwing 
Christ the King’s defensive 
rhythm off early when the 
Knights started passing the 
ball and while passes came 
few and far between, Malik 
Fisher’s 31-yard reception was 
a momentum-changer late in 
the second quarter. 

Facing a five-point deficit, 
the Royals desperately needed 
a spark before halftime. 

That spark came from Jus-
tin Terry. With time about to 
run out in the first half, Terry 
hauled in a slip screen from 
quarterback Demetrius Wil-
son, and took it all the way 
down the field for a touch-
down.

Christ the King went into 
the break with a 14-12 lead and 

the Royals walked off the field 
with a spring in their step.

The Royals did not allow 
another point for the remain-
der of the game as they locked 
in on both sides of the ball.

Sophomore running back 
Andre McGann stepped up in 
a big way for his team down 
the stretch. McGann, who is 
behind several running backs 
on the depth chart, proved 
that he belonged in this game. 
He broke off a 52-yard run and 
a 21-yard run, as well as saving 
a fumble and running it back 
to the line of scrimmage. 

“I always tell myself that 
life is about adjustments, and 
I just needed to adjust, and I 
adjusted well,” McGann said. 
“And now I need to step up and 
focus on next week,” 

Terrell Jones also ran an 
interception into the end zone 
for a touchdown, playing a 
shutdown defensive game at 
cornerback.  

“I jumped the route, and 
saw the passes well,” said 
Jones of the play. 

By the final whistle, the 
Royals defense settled into its 
stride and proved that Christ 
the King has one of the deepest 
units in the city. 

This defense is loaded with 
college recruits including cor-
nerback Randy Pringle, who 
is committed to Stony Brook; 
defensive end Anthony Lang, 
who is committed to Albany; 
and defensive tackle Jonathan 
Coste, who has offers from Old 
Dominion, Monmouth, Dela-
ware State, and Central Con-
necticut State. Kylon Coombs 
also stepped up in the waning 
moments, coming through 
with a big sack and fumble re-
covery. 

It wasn’t a perfect game 
and, going forward, the Royals 
hope to settle into a rhythm 
from the opening whistle. 
Nonetheless, a win is a win 
and now, it’s just about the 
next game and the next hit. 

“Defense wins games,” 
Coons said. “If you can’t play 
defense they score, and we’ll 
lose.”

Coach Jason Brown led the Royals 
to a 24-12 win over Xavier.

Former Holy Cross star Brandon Jackson was killed in automobile acci-
dent Sunday.

Christ the King takes down Xavier in season opener

Holy Cross mourns Jackson’s death
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BY LAURA AMATO

It’s “Tebow Time” for the 
Mets—or least for the Mets’ 
developmental league. 

The team announced it 
signed Tim Tebow—the for-
mer Heisman winner and NFL 
player—to a minor league con-
tract last week and the 29-year-
old is set to report to the Mets’ 
instructional league Sunday. 

“I just get to go pursue 
my passion, do what I love,” 
Tebow said in a release by the 
team. “I get to pursue this awe-
some game of baseball. I’ll give 
everything I have to it.”

Of course, the move comes 
as a bit of a surprise to the 
sports-watching world. 

Tebow first announced his 
intention to give baseball a 
try earlier this summer and 
his on-field practice sessions 
at the University of Southern 
California drew media hordes. 
But he’s far from guaranteed a 
spot on the Mets’ roster. 

In fact, Tebow may need 
to overcome even bigger odds 
with this latest venture than 
any he faced on the gridiron. 

The instructional league 
is typically used for younger 
players to fine tune their 
game during the offseason and 

Tebow is far older than just 
about all of his prospective 
teammates. 

If everything goes well, 
Tebow could advance to the 
Arizona Fall League and win-
ter ball, but the Mets aren’t 
making any promises—except 
to point out that this isn’t a 
publicity stunt. 

“I understand this is not a 
typical situation,” Mets gen-
eral manager Sandy Alderson 
said in a statement. “We un-
derstand that he hasn’t been 
around the game for a while. 
We understand he’s 29 years 
old. We understand he’s a tre-
mendous competitor and is 
going to be a tremendous—I 
think—role model for the play-
ers in our system. This is an 
opportunity to associate with 
excellence.”

Tebow’s road back to base-
ball has been a long and wind-
ing one. He hasn’t played the 
sport competitively since 
2005—when he was a junior in 
high school. 

He eventually walked away 
from the diamond to pursue 
a career in football, leading 
Florida to two national titles 
and winning the 2007 Heis-
man Trophy Award. 

Tebow was drafted by the 

Denver Broncos in the first 
round of the 2010 NFL Draft 
and his time in the league was 
chock-full of emotional mo-
ments. He led the Broncos to a 

dramatic overtime playoff win 
over the Pittsburgh Steelers 
and became an internet sensa-
tion for his “Tebowing” move 
– kneeling on the sidelines in 

silent prayer.  
However, despite his early 

success, Tebow’s NFL career 
came to a screeching halt last 
year when he was cut by the 
Philadelphia Eagles before the 
season began. He hasn’t made 
a full-time roster since his sec-
ond season in Denver. 

Still, the former quarter-
back is certain he can find suc-
cess in baseball. 

“I would consider success 
giving everything I have,” he 
said. “I would consider suc-
cess putting in the work, and 
looking back on this opportu-
nity and this journey 10, 15, 
20 years from now and saying 
I did everything I could to be 
everything I could be.”

Alderson classified Tebow 
as a power-hitting outfielder—
he hit a home run in his Au-
gust workouts—but was quick 
to point out that nothing is 
guaranteed. 

For now, Tebow is just like 
any other player hoping to 
make his mark on the game. 

“Aside from the age, this is 
a classic player-development 
opportunity for us,” Alderson 
said. “The idea that any one 
player has no chance to make 
it to the big leagues, I reject.” 

versatility. “I’m never go-
ing to reject a position. I want 
to be on the field as much as 
possible.”

As the Holy Cross defense 
settled into shutdown mode, 
the Knights offense found a 
rhythm down the stretch. 

Senior wide receiver Mi-
chael Ciardello caught three 
passes of 17 yards or more, 
including a 30-yard touch-
down reception, and hauled 

in a 30-yard touchdown pass 
from quarterback Christian 
Valdez.  

“Coach Smith has been 
preparing us day by day for 
months for this,” Valdez said. 
“And today I felt pretty good 
seeing the field against Prep.”

Valdez excelled through 
the air, finding consistency 
with his receivers through-
out the game. The Knights’ 
passing game helped open up 
their ground attack as well, 
keeping the Terriers’ defense 
on their collective toes. 

Tyler Hallerdin led the 
ground game—finding the 

end zone early in the after-
noon—while Justin Felder 
chipped in a 20-yard touch-
down run as well. 

After a disappointing sea-
son last year, the lopsided vic-
tory is a big-time confidence 
boost for Holy Cross, but the 
Knights aren’t going to stop 
working after week one. 

It’s on to the next game 
now and the Knights are still 
determined to hit as hard as 
ever. 

“Next week we have St. Pe-
ter’s,” Felder said. “And that’s 
what we’re worried about 
right now.”

else.”
The pair received accolades 

in the two hours they spent on 
stage during the ceremony—
honored by area politicians, 
community groups and the 
school itself. In fact, the two 
became the first-ever recipi-
ents of the keys to Cardozo. In 
the end, however, it was the 
smiles on the faces of the stu-
dents, the requests for selfies 
and a few words of encourage-
ment that meant the most to 
Muhammad and Stevens. 

“It’s nice being able to see 
the members of the track team 
now,” Muhammad said. “I was 
them once so to be here and be 
an inspiration to them, it’s a 
honor to me.”

Having two Olympic ath-
letes coming from one high 
school would impress plenty of 
people, but the Judges weren’t 
surprised, certain of both Mu-
hammad and Stevens’ undeni-
able talent from the get-go. 

“We know what we have 
and we know what our goals 
our,” Emmanuel said. “It’s just 
part of the journey and the 
foundation we have set here.”

Muhammad and Stevens 
are anxious for a just a bit of 
time off—and maybe some 
more sleep—before heading 
back to the track, but the two 
are also excited about the next 
step. They know they’ve got a 
rock-solid support system in 
Queens and, maybe, four years 
from now, the two will be back 
for another ceremony. 

“It’s all incredibly exciting,” 
Stevens said. “I’m just looking 
forward to the future.” 

Continued from Page 45 

Olympians
Continued from Page 45 

Knights

The Mets have signed former NFL quarterback Tim Tebow to a minor 
league contract. AP Photo / Chris Carlson

Tebow sets sights on Mets lineup spot 

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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tion in the community. Hynd-
man has lived and worked in 
the neighborhood for years. 

“When we started this 
journey in May of last year, I 
promised to fight every day for 
my community,” she said in 
a statement following her re-
election. “During my first six 
months in Albany, I did just 
that. Helping pass the larg-
est education budget in New 
York state history, increasing 
funding for senior community 
programs and engaging resi-
dents on a personal level. I am 
grateful for the faith and trust 
the constituents of the 29th As-
sembly District have given me 
and I will continue fighting to 
move District 29 forward.”

 Gittens-Bridges, a Roch-
dale resident and education ac-
tivist, ran against the incum-
bent because she thought her 
years as a community advo-
cate had given her access and 
connections that could help 
her get things accomplished in 
Albany. Bridges worked with 
the National Parent Teacher 
Association for years and ran 
on improving the conditions of 
schools. 

Earlier in the day things got 
off to a slow start. At 9:45 a.m. 
in Springfield High School 
volunteers waited patiently 
for voters but acknowledged 
that it would most likely be a 
slow day. The gymnasium was 
almost completely empty. One 
voter, who came and went, al-
ready had her mind made up: 
She was voting for the incum-
bent.

“Voting has always been 
important to me,” Marie Fai-
son said. “It’s especially impor-
tant in this upcoming national 
election, but this primary has 
been good, too. Hyndman was 
the only candidate sending 
out information. I got nothing 
from the other candidates. She 
kept calling with updates, so 
I’m going for that.”

At 10:30 a.m. the Success 
Academy in Springfield Gar-
dens was a similar scene, the 
quiet and empty gym filled 
with volunteers behind the 
desk waiting to help incoming 
voters. A front desk worker 
said it was busy at around 6 
a.m. Voters usually come be-
fore and after work so they 
were expecting it to get busy 
again after 5 p.m.

At the polls were a couple 
who just finished voting. They 
also supported Hyndman, cit-

ing her involvement in the 
community during her short 
time as an assemblywoman.

“We’re voting for who is 
going to do the most for our 
community,” said Joseph Bry-
ant, who stood with his wife, 
Marcia. “Hyndman has gone 
out and worked for senior citi-
zens like us and has worked on 
programs for the youth, which 
is important because we have 
a grandson. She’s involved 
in the community and has 
reached out.”

By the afternoon volun-
teers at the polling station in 
Springfield High School said 
there was a steady stream of 
voters coming in throughout 
the day but no surge. Repre-
sentatives for both Bridges, 
including her husband, and 
Hyndman said they were fairly 
confident in the outcome and 
both candidates were waiting 
for the results. 

Willie Raealais, who voted 
around 6 p.m., said she cast 
her ballot to keep Hyndman in 
office.

“It’s important to vote in 
every election,” she said. “It 
keeps the community strong. 
She’s already in office and I be-
lieve she’ll continue her good 
work and win tonight.”

ing of her unfinished busi-
ness in Albany. For more 
than a decade she led the 
fight for the Child Victims 
Act, which would eliminate 
the statute of limitations for 
child sex abuse crimes.  It 
has passed the Assembly four 
times in various forms since 
2006, but has never made it to 
the floor of the Senate.

“What upsets me is my 
bill, the Child Victims Act. 
It’s very important and I don’t 
know what will happen now,” 
Markey said. “The victims 
are very important to me and 
I will try and stay involved 
so when we get that passed, I 
will be there.”

After giving his victory 

speech to supporters and vol-
unteers at O’Neill’s Pub in 
Maspeth, Barnwell looked at 
a margin of victory at nearly 
28 percentage points and fig-
ured he might have beaten 
Markeywithout the shelter 
issue. “It’s very hard to beat 
an incumbent but hard work 
by myself and my volunteers 
got it done, we were all com-
mitted to changing things 
for the better,” Barnwell said 
after his victory speech at 
O’Neill’s Pub in Maspeth. 
“I went the extra mile every 
single day. I’d show up and 
talk to people. I gave my cell 
phone number to thousands 
of individuals. People want to 
be able to talk to their repre-
sentatives. In the end, I think 
if people didn’t want change, 
I would have lost.”

voters about our endorse-
ment in this race,” said New 
York State Director of the 
Working Families Party Ari 
Kamen.  “To be clear: there is 
no place for this type of big-
otry in New York state, and 
there should be zero confu-
sion about whom we are sup-
porting in this race,” he said, 
referring to Stavisky.

Dromm held a Sept. 6 news 
conference outside Jung’s 
headquarters in Flushing to 
defend LGBT rights. Speak-
ers expressed the need to 
keep textbooks inclusive to 
prevent LGBT youths from 
suffering the dangerous ef-
fects of alienation, which 
they said often culminates 
in suicide. Dromm, one of the 
first openly gay men elected 
to City Council, said Jung’s 
stance was a betrayal in con-
sideration of the work they 
had done together in the past 
to promote equal rights for 
all, and requested that Jung 
remove the lawmaker’s photo 
from his campaign site.

“He has pictures of me 
speaking at rallies that I 
organized at City Hall and 
I would really like to have 
them taken down, because I 

don’t feel that he should capi-
talize on the work that we did 
together now that he’s made 
these statements,” Dromm 
said.

Members of congress 
used the occasion to endorse 
Stavisky.

“Her opponent’s use of my 
photo to promote his candi-
dacy is completely unauthor-
ized and he should stop im-
mediately,” Nadler said.

“I have not endorsed S.J. 
Jung, and he should stop us-
ing my photo immediately,” 
Velazquez said.

“Our members endorsed 
Senator Stavisky in this race 
because of her track record 
of support for working New 
Yorkers. Her respect for all 
people in our city makes her 
the best choice to represent 
Queens. S.J. Jung should 
stop using campaign litera-
ture with my photo immedi-
ately since it misrepresents 
the union’s position in this 
race,” said Hector Figueroa, 
president of SEIU Local 32BJ, 
which represents 155,000 
building services workers.

Jung did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

gard to working families.”
Southeast Queens hom-

eowners Joseph Washington, 
St. Clair Blackett and Melissa 
Trotman, as well as Brooklyn 
resident Lucille Mason, filed 
the suit Aug. 15 in federal 
court in Brooklyn. The suit 
asserts that homeowners with 
a federally insured mortgage 
that they have paid into and 
depended on lose the benefits 
of that program if the mort-
gage is sold at auction. 

According to Comrie, HUD 
found that modifications of 
mortgages were rare if they 
were auctioned. Of 113,000 
mortgages auctioned off, only 
7 percent of those received a 
modification that might help 
homeowners stay in their 
homes. MFY Legal Services 

assisted the homeowners in fil-
ing the suit, and staff attorney 
Linda Jun said people were be-
ing kept in the dark about the 
state of their mortgages.

“An FHA mortgage comes 
with benefits that homeown-
ers pay for as part of their 
monthly premium,” Jun said. 
“By not informing homeown-
ers that their mortgages are 
to be sold and their benefits 
terminated, HUD denies these 
homeowners their due process 
rights to object and to inter-
vene to stop the sale. It’s frus-
trating for us and disastrous 
for the homeowner.”

The suit was filed against 
HUD and HUD Secretary Ju-
lian Castro, FHA Commis-
sioner Edward Golding, and 
Caliber Home Loans, which is 
a subsidiary of the private eq-
uity firm Lone Star Funds.

Officials noted that black 
homeowners in southeast 
Queens were particularly hard 

hit by the mortgage note auc-
tions. Between 2012 and 2014, 
about 25 percent of HUD’s note 
sales in New York City were 
in southeast Queens. Among 
sales in predominantly Afri-
can-American neighborhoods, 
41 percent were located in 
southeast Queens.

“These hedge funds are 
doing just fine on their own, 
while our hardworking New 
Yorkers have been getting mis-
informed when they need help 
to stay in their homes,” Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Arverne) said. “Enough 
is enough. We have seen too 
many homes in Southeast 
Queens remain vacant and 
abandoned, allowing for blight 
and criminal activity to bur-
den our communities.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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makers endorsing Adams were 
from outside the district. He 
said during the race that his 
consideration to run against 
Meeks, as well as his support 

for U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders 
in the Democratic presiden-
tial primary this year, pushed 
the Democratic Party of the 
borough to support his chal-
lenger.

A spokesman for Adams 
said she would continue as 
chair of Community Board 12.

“Last night’s results serve 

to prove that there is still a 
strong desire across southeast 
Queens and Rockaway to see 
real change come to the 10th 
State Senate District,” the 
spokesman said. “Adrienne 
Adams brought experience, 
passion and, most important-
ly, integrity to this race and 
that resonated with a great 

many voters.”
Turnout had been sparse 

earlier in the day at Public 
School 52 in Springfield Gar-
dens, but many poll workers 
said there would likely be a 
crunch in the evening hours. 
A poll coordinator at PS 52 said 
there had been about 30 voters 
at the polls as of 11:30 a.m., and 

from past experience she said 
she expected about 200 vot-
ers on a typical primary day. 
Turnout had also been report-
ed as low in the Rockaways in 
the early afternoon.

“I feel like everybody’s 
waiting for November,” the PS 
52 poll coordinator said.

Continued from Page 5 
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1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury,         NY 11590              • 855-386-2113
Westbury Toyota

Price includes all costs to consumer except down pymt, tags, tax, title, dmv fees & $75 doc fee, bank fee + 1st mo pymt. (1) Lease based on 12k mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l 
mi, Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/maint for qualified buyers. Due at signing: Down payment, tax, bank fee, $0 sec dep waived by TFS, dealer fees, doc fee, 1st month 
payment & motor vehicle. Ttl pymts/Resid: ’16 Corolla ($2,675 down) $3,924/$13,098; ’17 Camry ($2,600 down) $4,932/$15,207; ’16 RAV4 LE AWD ($3,250 down) 
$5,724/$16,743; ’16 Sienna ($2,950 down) $9,324/$18,878. College grad/military rebates not incl. (2) Price incl: $1000 (Corolla); $500 (Camry) Lease Bonus cash. 
Lease Bonus cash through Toyota Financial Services. (4) Monthly payment for every $1,000 financed is 2.9% - 60 months = $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 financed 
is 1.9% - 36 months = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 months = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 months = $17.48 for well qualified buyers. Not resp for typo errors. Photos for illus purp only. Must 
take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Offers expire 3 days after pub DMV#7113040

WestburyToyota.comSales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury,  NY 11590 • 855-386-2113
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 855-407-5277

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty
• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty
• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
for 60 Months on Select

Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

(4)

Stk#N62268, Mod#1864, 4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/
lcks. MSRP $21,125. $2,784 Due at Signing. 

$109 (1) 
(2)

per mo
36 mos lease
$2,675 Down

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
COROLLA S Plus

NEW 2017 TOYOTA
CAMRY SE

$137
Stk#N70207, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c, 

AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929. 
$2,737 Due at Signing. 

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
SIENNA LE FWD

$259
Stk#N63031, Mod#5338, 6cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c, 

AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $33,120. 
$3,209 Due at Signing. 

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
RAV4 LE AWD

$159
Stk#N63296, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr 

steer/brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $27,005.
$3,409 Due at Signing. 

(1) 
(2)

per mo 
36 mos lease
$2,600 Down

(1) 
(2)

per mo 
36 mos lease
$3,250 Down

(1) 
(2)

per mo 
36 mos lease
$2,950 Down 

8 Pass.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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