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BY BILL PARRY

After completing an envi-
ronmental review, the city an-
nounced that Long Island City’s 
second ferry landing will be locat-
ed along the promenade of Gantry 
Plaza State Park about a hundred 
feet south of Anable Basin. 

The LIC North ferry landing 
will begin operating next sum-
mer with Citywide Ferry Service 
for more than 4,000 riders a day, 
making it the highest projected 
ridership outside of Manhattan, 
city Economic Development Cor-
poration President Maria Torres-
Springer announced Monday. 

“While we know New York 
City has the best mass transit sys-
tem in the country, the century-
old system is really running up 
against its limits,” she said. “The 
waterfront is growing quickly in 
neighborhoods that have been 
transit starved.”

Long Island City has several 
bus lines but relies mainly on the 
No. 7 subway line, which operates 
at capacity, especially for strap-
hangers traveling to Manhattan 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Queens Legal Services 
is finally moving into a new 
space to serve its clients af-
ter decades of operating in 
a group of offices that were 
in disrepair. The new space 
at 89-00 Sutphin Blvd. in 
downtown Jamaica will 
be an office for the orga-

nization’s more than 70 at-
torneys, paralegals, social 
workers and advocates.

The grand opening of the 
new offices on the fourth 
and fifth floor of the build-
ing was celebrated last Fri-
day with a ribbon-cutting 
that included elected offi-
cials, community leaders, 
and staff of the Queens Le-

gal Services, including Di-
rector Jennifer Ching.

“Every year, we serve 
thousands of New Yorkers 
in crisis — families facing 
eviction, victims of domes-
tic violence and traffick-
ing, disabled veterans cut 
off from life-saving income 
— all of whom deserve a 

BY BILL PARRY

A state lawmaker from Queens 
has unveiled a new fiscally and 
socially responsible plan to re-

verse the growing homeless crisis 
in the city and the state. 

State Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) rolled out 
his Home Stability Support plan, 

which would keep families in 
their homes and save taxpayers 
millions of dollars with a state-
wide rent supplement for individ-
uals and families facing eviction, 

homelessness or loss of housing 
due to domestic violence or haz-
ardous living conditions.

“Having a stable home serves 
as a platform for people to be-
come better parents, employees, 
and members of the community,” 
Hevesi said Tuesday. “Tens of 
thousands of New Yorkers and 
their children currently don’t 
have that foundation. The Home 
Stability Support is an effective, 
fiscally responsible solution. By 
providing the adequate rental as-
sistance to families now, we can 
keep tens of thousands of people 
in their homes and save taxpay-
ers millions of dollars.”

Prior to 1975, the vast major-
ity of individuals on public as-
sistance had their rents paid in 
full. However, in 1975 New York 
state created a shelter allowance 
schedule, which is a series of reg-
ulatory limits based on districts, 
family size, and whether or not 
heat is included in the rent.

As a result of inaction by the 
state government, the shelter al-
lowance has failed to keep up with 
the rising cost of housing. For a 
household of three, the current 
shelter allowance ranges from 
$264 to $447 per month, whereas 

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 12

Queens Legal Services opens offi ce

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Queens high schools occupied three of the 
top 10 spots in a list of the best high schools in 
the city, with Townsend Harris High School in 
Flushing earning the top spot.

The annual list was created by the New York 

On the grounds of St. Michaels Cemetery in East Elmhurst, Calla McGarvey, 7, competes in the annual two-mile 
Remember Me Run, which honors first responders who died on 9/11.  Photo by Kimberly Avalos

New ferry stop 
adds an option  
for No.7 riders

Queens high schools 
make list of city’s best

Hevesi offers fi x for homeless crisis
State assemblyman’s plan would ward off evictions by providing rent subsidies

RUNNING TO REMEMBER

Elected officials and staff of Queens 
Legal Services celebrate the organi-
zation's new facilities in downtown 
Jamaica. Courtesy of Queens Legal ServicesContinued on Page 14
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Street parade honors Hindu god Ganesh 

The chariot is so tall that temple workers use poles to lift phone 
lines out of the way.

Children grab a rope attatched to the chariot, symbolically pulling it along. A pick-up truck does the 
real work.

Many of the Hindu Temple's priests and elders chose to make the 
mile-or-so march without shoes to show their  respect.

Food is offered to the priests on the chariot to be blessed.

A silver chariot carried a statue of the elephant-headed god Ganesh through the streets of Flushing 
for the Sri Ganesha Chaturthi  festival procession. The parade drew more than a thousand people.

Breaking out the phone for a selfie along the parade route.

Dr. Uma Mysorekar, a retired physician and the president of the 
Hindu Temple Society of North America, directs the parade.

Photos by Michael Shain
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WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

 BY BILL PARRY

More than 200 anxious 
residents of Sunnyside gath-
ered Sunday at the Queen 
of Angels Parish Center 
for a panel discussion on 
the over-development of 
western Queens. They 
were united in opposition 
to the Phipps Houses plan 
to build 209-units of afford-
able housing on a parking 
lot at 50-02 Barnett Ave., 
a project that was to have 
its first hearing before a 
City Council subcommittee 
hearing Tuesday.

Herb Reynolds, the 
president of the Sunnyside 
Gardens Preservation Al-
liance, distributed fliers 
declaring the need for a 
“big turnout of neighbors” 
at the public hearing. It 
wasn’t necessary.

Phipps Houses with-
drew its rezoning applica-
tion with the city Monday, 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
announced. Van Bramer 
vowed to block the plan af-
ter a year of intense public 
opposition. 

He cited the height of the 
building, its unaffordabil-
ity, the developer’s refusal 
to make changes based on 
community feedback dur-
ing the yearlong process 
and concerns with main-
tenance at the Phipps Gar-
dens Apartments across 
Barnett Avenue.

“I welcome this deci-
sion,” Van Bramer said 
Monday. “All along, I’ve 
asked for Phipps to address 
issues at the 472-unit com-
plex they own and oper-
ate across the street from 
the proposed new build-
ing. Last week, Phipps 
CEO Adam Weinstein did 
meet with tenant leaders. 
I thank Adam for doing so 
and will continue to work 

together to make sure these 
issues are addressed. And 
I’ll continue to speak with 
all parties concerned mak-
ing sure that the voices and 
concerns of my constitu-
ents are paramount as we 
discuss the future of this 

community.”
The City Council would 

likely have voted against 
the project next week in 
keeping with protocol to 
follow the decision of the 
area’s representative. The 
de Blasio administration 

strongly backed the proj-
ect and the mayor had a 
“polite but firm” conversa-
tion with Van Bramer two 
weeks ago.

“Let’s not mince words: 
This is bad for our city and 
for working families strug-

gling to pay their rent,” 
de Blasio spokeswoman 
Melissa Grace said after 
Phipps Houses pulled out. 
“No community, certainly 
not one with 7,000 people 
wait-listed for affordable 
housing, should lose a de-
velopment like this.”

It was a second defeat 
in two months for de Bla-
sio’s plan to expand below-
market-rate housing under 
the new Mandatory Inclu-
sionary Housing policy. 
Van Bramer, who said he 
got more feedback from 
residents and neighbors on 
the Phipps project than on 
any other issue in his 6 1/2 
years on the City Council, 
suggested the mayor’s strat-
egy may have backfired in 
Sunnyside.

“The mayor’s involve-
ment here was not helpful,” 
Van Bramer said. “His com-
ments about me helped to 

Phipps Houses bails on Sunnyside project
Intense opposition from commmunity, Van Bramer dooms affordable-housing development

Phipps Houses withdraws its rezoning application a day before the City Council's first hearing on the 
controversial affordable housing plan in Sunnyside. Courtesy of Phipps Houses

Continued on Page 12
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Two senior Port Author-

ity officials assured elected 
and community leaders at 
Borough Hall Monday that 
the traffic gridlock caused 
by the reconstruction of 
LaGuardia Airport is be-
ing addressed. Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz requested  a briefing 
after travelers were forced 
to leave vehicles and make 
a mad dash through traf-
fic on foot in order to make 
their flights Aug. 22.

“There were some op-
erational changes that 
were made,” Richard 
Smyth, project executive, 
LaGuardia Airport Rede-
velopment Program, said. 
“Once we got beyond the 
initial stumble, we have 
been able to maintain a 
clean operation.”

Smyth said the initial 
problem began with the re-
configuration of roadways 
especially at the 94th Street 
Bridge entrance to the air-
port. The traffic signal con-
trols were not reset by the 
contractors.

“Once it went south it 
took us a couple of days 
to catch up,” Smyth said. 
LaGuardia Gateway Part-
ners CEO Stewart Steeves 
blamed weather issues for 
creating unusually heavy 
volume at the airport that 
day, something that Smyth 
said he was not contradict-
ing.

“There were storms that 
Sunday that caused over 

a hundred cancellations 
into Monday,” Smyth said. 
“Also that day there was a 
security breach. Also, Mon-
day Aug. 22, is one of our 
busiest summer travel days 
of the year.”

To combat that perfect 
storm Aug. 22, the Port 
Authority and LaGuardia 
Gateway Partners are em-
ploying a new traffic miti-
gation plan with a mobile 
command station with 10 
PA  police officers with 
radios monitoring and 
managing traffic patterns. 
Shuttle services, alterna-
tive parking and a new cell 
phone lot have been estab-
lished and the taxi stand 
has been moved away from 
the main terminal.

“All in an effort to get 
cars and shuttle buses away 
from the airport frontage 
so traffic doesn’t back up 
into the community,” La-
Guardia Airport General 
Manager Lysa Scully said. 
There is also a compre-

hensive customer outreach 
program in place providing 
updates on changes to shut-
tle buses, MTA bus routes, 
roadway conditions and 
ground transportation, she 
continued.

“The message has gone 
out and that is don’t drive 
to the airport, and I think 
that message is working,” 
Smyth said. Community 
Board 3 Chairman Steve 
Kulhanek agreed that the 
airport needed to be recon-
structed.

“But the impact falls 
directly in East Elmhurst 
and the relationship be-
tween LaGuardia, the Port 
Authority and the commu-
nity is not the greatest,” he 
said. “I’ve watched as peo-
ple use our neighborhoods 
for parking. East Elmhurst 
doesn’t exist to be annexed 
by the Port Authority. The 
complaints are real, It’s im-
pacting our quality of life 
and it’s not fair. When does 
it stop?”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

HomeGoods is finally 
coming to the Bay Ter-
race Shopping Center. The 
store, which sells a wide 
variety of affordable home 
decor, is set to open in 
mid-October. 

HomeGoods replaced a 
25,000-square-foot Barnes 
& Noble bookstore, whose 
closing caused outrage in 
the community when it 
was first announced last 
year. The Bay Terrace 
bookstore was the last re-
maining Barnes & Noble 
in Queens after the For-
est Hills location shut its 
doors.It was eventually 
replaced by Target. 

According to Home-
Goods, the new Bayside 
store will open Oct. 16 at 8 
a.m. The store is expected 
to hire 65 full and part-
time employees. 

Bayside residents tried 
to save the Barnes & No-
ble.

 Resident Vasiliki Glia-
gias started an online pe-
tition on change.org called 
“Do not close the Bay Ter-
race Barnes & Noble retail 
location!” last year when 
the news of the bookstore’s 
final days was announced. 
The petition had 3,247 sup-
porters, just short of its 
5,000 goal. On the page Gli-
agias urged Cord Meyer 
Development,which owns 
the Bay Terrace Shopping 
Center, to negotiate with 

Barnes & Noble on a leas-
ing deal. 

“The Queens commu-
nity is in disbelief that a 
25,000-square-foot book-
store so important to the 
community with activities 
for students and children, 
an incredible book selec-
tion, and a refreshing Star-
bucks corner could ever 
shut down,” she wrote. “It 
is an atrocity to rid the 
largest borough of New 
York City of its most popu-
lar bookstore. Queens’s 2 
million residents will no 
longer be able to partake 
in browsing and purchas-
ing novels at their leisure. 
Bookstores will have been 
a thing of the past.”

David Deason, vice 
president of Barnes & No-
ble Development, released 
a statement on the closing 
of the Bayside location. 

“Despite our best ef-
forts to secure lease exten-
sions at both our Forest 
Hills and Bayside Barnes 
& Noble locations, the re-
spective property owners 

decided to lease to other 
tenants,” he said. “When 
our lease came back up 
for renewal, the property 
owner notified us that 
they chose a tenant who 
was willing to pay rents 
far in excess of what we 
were willing to pay.”

But months later it 
seems the community is 
adjusting and is ready 
for the new store. Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community 
alliance, said there is a 
lot of anticipation in the 
neighborhood. 

“From what I under-
stand people are excited, 
“he said. “They’re look-
ing forward to its open-
ing. HomeGoods is very 
popular and I think they’re 
going to do very well, espe-
cially on its opening day, 
Oct. 16. I’m pleased to have 
them in the neighborhood 
as it seems everyone is. 
There’s nothing negative 
about it. I certainly hope 
they do well and become a 
good neighbor.”

PA briefs boro on LGA
Offi cials explain gridlock caused by construction

LaGuardia Airport G.M. Lysa Scully (l) and Port Authority Project 
Executive Richard Smyth answer questions at Queens Borough 
Hall about traffic gridlock caused by the massive redesign. 

Photo by Bill Parry

HomeGoods coming 
to Bay Terrace soon

HomeGoods will soon open at the former site of Bay Terrace's 
Barnes & Noble. Photo by Michael Shain 
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One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. SEPT. 26th

QUEENS 
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71 - 17 Grand Avenue

THURS. SEPT. 29th

QUEENS 
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM 
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

FRI. SEPT. 30th

QUEENS 
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd
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An Independent Catholic High School            
Providing Quality Catholic Education Since1962 

 

 

Join us at our  
Open House  

Saturday, October 1st  
Tours from 10 AM to 1PM  

The advantages of a  
Christ the King Catholic education... 
�� Over $80 million in college scholarships  
     offered over the past 5 years 
�� Thousands of college credits earned by  
     students while in attendance at CK 
�� “On-the-spot” scholarships offered by  
     Catholic universities visiting CK 
�� Over $4.5 million awarded in 4-year academic  
      scholarships to incoming freshmen in the past 5 years 
�� Highly acclaimed Theatre Arts Program 
�� Top ranking Speech & Debate and Mathematics teams 
�� Microsoft Licensed IT program 
�� Nationally recognized sports program 
�� Campus Ministry and Community Service programs 
�� Full range of extracurricular activities 

Pro

 

Guaranteed Fixed Tuition Rate  
(guaranteed not to increase over 4 years) 

 

CK Continuing Education Catholic School Loyalty Award 
($2,000 over four years offered to students currently  attending a    

Catholic grammar school/academy) 

68-02 Metropolitan Avenue  
Middle Village, NY 11379 

 (718) 366-7400, EXT. #240 
   www.ctkny.org 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
State Comptroller Tom 

DiNapoli called Jamaica 
“an evolving neighbor-
hood” that has seen robust 
growth in recent years, 
according to an economic 
snapshot of the Greater 
Jamaica Area prepared by 
his office.

DiNapoli presented the 
report at Queens Central 
Library at 89-11 Merrick 
Blvd., accompanied by 
Queens Library CEO Den-
nis Walcott, Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and oth-
er elected officials.

“It helps to build on suc-
cesses, and to create an 
agenda to move forward,” 
DiNapoli said during the 
press conference. “We’re 
seeing diversity of employ-
ment and business growth 
in many areas.”

The rates of population 
growth, business growth 
and increases in the me-
dian household income all 
exceeded the citywide rate. 
DiNapoli said Jamaica was 
the second most-populated 
neighborhood in the city, 
and immigrants now made 
up 41 percent of the popu-
lation, compared to 18 per-
cent in 1980.

The number of business-
es in the area increased by 
39 percent over 20 years, 
with particular strength in 
social assistance, business 
services, food services and 
hotels. Most of the 69 busi-
nesses with 100 or more em-

ployees were in the health 
care, retail or transporta-
tion fields.

DiNapoli acknowledged 
Jamaica had been particu-
larly hard hit by the reces-
sion, losing 2.5 percent of its 
jobs in 2009. Employment 
levels improved by 2012 but 
dipped again in 2013, with 
the area losing three times 
as many jobs as were lost in 
the recession. However, the 
comptroller said employ-
ment had neared the pre-
recession level by the end 
of 2015.

Household income in-
creased by 11 percent in 
2011, although state Sen. Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
noted that households may 
have four or more incomes 
contributing to the total. 
According to the report, 
12.5 percent of Jamaica 
households were in apart-
ments with more than one 
person per room, a higher 
rate than the borough and 
the city.

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) said while Jamaica 
was a transportation hub 
with six Long Island Rail 
Road lines passing through 
the Jamaica station, the 
price of a ticket was often 
cost-prohibitive for resi-
dents in southeast Queens. 
He said everyone needed 
to work to help longtime 
residents stay in the area 
despite increasing rental 
prices.

“We want to ensure that 

those who have endured, 
who have been here three, 
four or five decades... that 
they are here to enjoy this 
growth,” he said.

The housing crisis con-
tinues to plague Jamaica, 
according to the report. 
Home prices in 2014 were 20 
percent lower than in 2008, 
and a previous report by 
DiNapoli found that more 
than half of the mortgages 
that had been issued in 
2006 were subprime.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
also announced Wednes-
day that the state would in-
vest $69.5 million into the 
Jamaica LIRR station, in-
cluding the construction of 
new platforms and tracks 
The new platform would in-
clude heated waiting areas, 
Wi-Fi and USB charging 
stations.

As a surprise at the end 
of the presentation, Di-
Napoli presented Earl Si-
mons, the director of com-
munity relations for York 
College, with a check for 
$6,805 that came from un-
claimed funds the college 
had not retrieved.

A full copy of the Jamai-
ca report can be found on 
the comptroller’s website 
at http://www.osc.state.
ny.us/. 

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

DiNapoli presents report 
tracking Jamaica’s growth

State Comptroller Thomas Di Napoli (c) at the Queens Library Central Branch. 
Photo by Patrick Donachie
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY MARK HALLUM

The New York Depart-
ment of State held hearings 
Sept. 14-15 to determine the 
need to re-establish cease-
and-desist zones in Queens 
to protect residents from 
real estate brokers and 
salespeople whose tactics 
are perceived as overly ag-
gressive.

These sales strategies 
often target the elderly and 
pressure homeowners to 
sell their properties at be-
low market rate by telling 
them property values will 
drop. A cease-and-desist 
zone would prevent this 
by keeping a list of hom-
eowners who have formally 
elected to stop receiving fli-
ers, phone calls and other 
real estate solicitations.

According to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), a 
cease-and-desist zone ex-
isted in northeast Queens 
 from 1989 to 2014. Once this 
expired, the solicitations 

began again. Residents tes-
tified at the hearing that let-
ters, fliers, phone calls and 
even door-to-door salesmen 
are commonplace in vari-
ous neighborhoods.

“The law states that 
once a cease-and-desist 
zone is created it is still 
the option of the property 
owner to voluntarily decide 
whether or not they want 
to continue to receive these 
solicitations or whether 
they choose not to receive 
such solicitations. I believe 
this is straightforward and 
recognizes the rights of 
both the real estate profes-
sional and the homeowner 
and balances both of their 
interests in engaging in 
their profession and pro-
tecting their right to pri-
vacy” Avella said.

Last week’s hearings 
were tame in contrast to a 
previous hearing in April, 
which Avella said was 
overrun with real estate 
brokers, agents and sales-

people posing as residents 
against cease-and-desist 
zones. Of the 38 people who 
testified, 11 were non-real-
tors, all of whom described 
real estate solicitation to 
be extreme, Avella said in 
a news release. One of the 
residents giving testimony 
against cease-and-desist 
was a former president of 
the Long Island Board of 

Realtors, but Avella said 
she testified as one of his 
own constituents.

“Many of the real estate 
agents who spoke last night 
(in April) had little to no 
understanding about what 
they were commenting on.” 
Avella said. “They were 
simply there because they 
were asked to and it was 
clear that mob mentality 

allowed no room for clar-
ity. Ironically, some even 
suggested that rather than 
a blanket ban on solicita-
tion, we allow homeowners 
to put their address on an 
opt-out list. Well, I suppose 
I need to thank them for 
their unintentional support 
because that’s exactly what 
cease-and-desist zones do.”

State Assemblyman Da-

vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and Councilman Bar-
ry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) said constituents 
in their district have ex-
perienced aggressive sales 
tactics from brokers.

“All too often, my con-
stituents face tactics that 
involve aggressive and con-
tinuous solicitations in the 
form of unwanted calls, vis-
its and mailings from real 
estate brokers and sales-
persons” said Weprin.

“Seniors are frequent-
ly targeted and at times 
pushed into selling their 
homes. Residents should 
have the right to simply 
state that they are not inter-
ested in selling their homes 
without having to deal with 
repeat solicitation,” Gro-
denchik said.

Written testimony can 
be submitted to the Depart-
ment of State until Sept. 30 
for residents who did not 
have the opportunity to at-
tend the hearings. 

State holds hearings on cease-and-desist zones

The Dept. of State held two hearings, one at PS 115 in Bellerose and the other at Bayside High School, 
to gauge the need for the reinstatement of a cease-and-desist zone for real estate solicitors. AP
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*Minimum $25 to open a checking account. This offer may not be combined with any other offers and applies to checking account customers only.  This offer is limited to one checking account per tax ID#. You will receive promotional compensation
as follows if you use the promo code required and actions are performed within the first 60 days of opening your checking account: $50 if you sign up and receive eStatements; $100 for direct depositing a minimum of $250 from a recurring
Direct Deposit of payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit; $50 for using your debit card ten times to complete a signature or PIN transaction. The maximum amount any customer can receive is $200. Promotional compensation
will be credited to your checking account within 30 days after the qualifying time period passes (90 days). Existing checking account customers are eligible if the promo code is provided and the required actions are performed after the start date of this offer and
prior to the offer’s termination. Account must be in good standing to receive compensation.  This offer is subject to change and to early termination without prior notice at any time. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Bonus will be considered interest and will 
be reported to IRS form 1099-INT. Employees of Ridgewood Savings Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate families are not eligible for $200 bonus. Online account opening eligible for New York State and Fairfield County residents only. Member FDIC.

GET UP TO $200 FOR OPENING 
A NEW ACCOUNT* AND  SEE A 
SQUIRREL JUGGLING ACORNS.

THAT’S NOT JUST GOOD, 
THAT’S RIDGEWOOD GOOD.

RIDGEWOODGOOD.COM
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during the morning rush. 
Trains are packed by the 
time they get to LIC.

“Just look how crowded 
the Vernon-Jackson station 
is, it’s already beyond ca-
pacity,” state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. 
“People have to wait on 
stairs to get on the platform 
to eventually get on the 
train. One needs only look 
around to see a new build-
ing going up every day and 
with it another thousand 
residents and there’s going 
to be more development on 
the north side of Anable 
Basin as well. We look for-
ward to continuing even 
more great ways for people 
to get around rather than 
wait for the 7 train to show 
up, which is an adventure 
for anyone who is trying to 
do it.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
who has railed against the 
No. 7 for years, agreed.

This is one of the fastest 
growing communities in all 
of New York City, and one 
of the most desirable com-
munities to live in, and so 
therefore there are certain 
pressures that get placed on 
transportation infrastruc-
ture,” he said. “Getting to 
and from Manhattan and 
other parts of the city be-
come increasingly impor-
tant, and the 7 train simply 
can’t handle everyone. And 
few rides are as pleasant as 
a ferry ride along the East 
River.”

Not everyone was 
pleased with the location. 
Rob Basch, the president 
of the Hunters Point Parks 
Conservancy is worried 
about increased foot traffic 
trampling through the gar-
dens. “And we’re concerned 
with the horn blaring,” he 
said. “If the ferries have to 
back out of the landing, the 
law requires four blast’s 
of the ships’s horn. That 
would be quite a lot every 
half hour.”

One state lawmaker 

was concerned about the 
environmental impact on 
the park. State Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood) fired off a 
letter to Torres-Springer 
last October saying the lo-
cation “is not the best use 
of “ scarce public green 
space.

“After having some 
concerns and reservations 
about placing a second fer-
ry stop, I believe that  with 
the cooperation of both city 
and state agencies we can 
continue to expand ferry 
operations while preserv-
ing both park land and 
green space for the commu-
nities,” Nolan said. “I will 
continue to monitor this 
situation to ensure Gan-
try Plaza State Park is not 
negatively impacted this 
arrangement.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

actual average rental 
costs for two bedroom 
apartments -- suitable for 
a three-member family -- 
ranges from $658 to $1,608 
 per month, according to 
Hevesi, the chairman of 
the Assembly’s Social Ser-
vices Committee.

His HSS plan would 
cost $11,224 per year for a 
household of three in New 
York City. Meanwhile, the 
cost of shelters in New 
York City is $38,460 for a 
family with children. The 
net savings for taxpayers 
in $27,236 per year.

Hevesi also anticipates 
savings on related services 
such as emergency room 
visits, law enforcement 
costs, housing court costs, 
and programs and shelters 
for runaway youth. Just 
preventing the process of 
eviction has the potential 
to save taxpayers millions 
of dollars.

A recent analysis by 
the New York City Bar As-
sociation found that pre-
venting the evictions of 

roughly 5,000 households 
could save $251 million 
a year in New York City 
alone.

Last month, the city hit 
a record  of 59,373 people 
in shelters. This comes 
at a time when New York 
leads the nation with it 
homeless population, 
which includes more than 
130,000 children statewide, 
according to Hevesi.  He is 
working with advocates 

to gain support for HHS 
among state officials and 
policymakers ahead of 
the 2017 legislative session 
and budget negotiations.

“We currently face the 
most severe homeless cri-
sis since the Great Depres-
sion,” Hevesi said. “I look 
forward to partnering 
with colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to imple-
ment the Home Stability 
Support.”

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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Hevesi

Assemblyman Alan Hevesi introduces a plan designed to com-
bat the growing homeless crisis while saving taxpayers millions 
of dollars. Courtesy Hevesi's office

get my community riled up, 
and that was not conducive 
to working out a deal.”

Phipps Houses declined 
to comment, but during a 
visit to the TimesLedger 
Newspapers offices in May, 
President and CEO Adam 
Weinstein warned what 
might happen if the zoning 
request was denied.

“There are users that 
would buy this property for 
its market value that would 
provide for something 
that’s worse than what’s 
there,” he said. “It could be 
obnoxious, generate traf-
fic, it wouldn’t bring the 
amenities we bring and it 
wouldn’t put eyes on Bar-
nett Avenue and bring life. 
It could be pretty awful and 
that’s the reality.”

Meanwhile, the com-
munity is asking more of 
Van Bramer, who is major-
ity leader and chairman of 
the Cultural Affairs Com-
mittee. During the panel 
discussion called “Jobs, 
Homes & ‘Hoods,” residents 
were asked to sign a peti-
tion urging Van Bramer 
to call a committee hear-
ing on the small business 
and arts crisis in western 

Queens, where commer-
cial rents double and triple 
overnight, forcing out mom 
& pops, artists and cultural 
institutions.

Panelists urged the 
Council to pass the Small 
Business Jobs Survival 
Act, a bill languishing in 
the City Council since the 
‘80s, which would provide 
lease protection to all com-
mercial renters in the city. 
Kirsten Theodos, the lead 
advocate of TakeBackNYC, 
declared the future of the 
Queens economy is in dan-
ger without the legislation.

“It’s already game over 
in Manhattan, but it’s not 
too late for Queens,” she 
said.

Steve Null, the author of 
the bill, urged the residents 
to speak up for the mom & 
pops.

“Small business own-
ers are not politically ac-
tive because they’re taking 
care of business, they have 
no voice in politics so they 
need you to support this 
bill,” Null said. “It will re-
store the American Dream 
for all of these mom & pops 
or else they’re finished.”

Arturo Sanchez, a 20-
year member of CB 3, and 
a former professor of City 
Planning, has fought the ex-
pansion of the 82nd Street 

Partnership from Jackson 
Heights into Corona, a move 
that would make it the larg-
est Business Improvement 
District in the city.

“All the working class 
immigrant communities 
aren’t being displaced, they 
are being permanently 
expelled to make way for 
privatization and the big 
chain stores,” Sanchez 
said. “Long Island City 
and Flushing are growth 
clusters just like Lincoln 
Center and Columbia Uni-
versity were. Have you ever 
been to the Upper West 
Side? It used to be the Jets 
vs. the Sharks and now the 
gentrification is complete.”

Astoria resident Mitch 
Waxman, a historian with 
the Newtown Creek Al-
liance, became an anti-
gentrification activist fol-
lowing the 2006 blackout 
in western Queens which 
claimed two lives.

“The infrastructure 
just isn’t prepared for the 
amount of people who are 
on their way,” Waxman 
said. “This is our commu-
nity and right now we have 
a bunch of people who don’t 
live here who are develop-
ing it for us. How is this 
good for Queens?”

Continued from Page 4 

Phipps
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For Tickets Call 
O’NEILL’S
718-672-9696
64-21 53rd Dr.
oneillsmaspeth.com

IT’S A BENEFIT FOR

Former Ranger Superstar Brian Leetch, is scheduled to appear at O’Neill’s on 10/01
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Post. Out of the 40 schools 
tracked, 13 of them are lo-
cated in Queens. It was the 
most of any other borough 
besides Manhattan, which 
took 16 of the slots on the 
list.

According to the Post’s 
list, nearly 6,000 students 
from across the city ap-
plied to Townsend Harris 
for 306 freshman seats last 
year. The classes are all 
honors, at the Advanced 
Placement or College lev-
el, with research opportu-
nities at Queens College, 
NYU and Rockefeller Uni-
versity, according to the 
Post.

The Post determined 
the listings by weighing a 
number of factors, includ-
ing a school’s four-year 
graduation rates, the num-
ber of students taking AP 
exams as well as the per-
centage of students who 
score a passing grade on 
those exams, the number 
of students taking SAT 
tests and the average score 
on those tests, and the per-
centage of students who 

scored above an 85 on Re-
gents exams.

The Baccalaureate 
School for Global Educa-
tion in Astoria was listed 
at No. 4. Scholars’ Acad-
emy, which is located in 
Rockaway, was listed at 
No. 5. The average SAT 

score at the latter school 
was over 1,700.

One of the newer 
schools on the list was 
Maspeth High School, lo-
cated at 54-40 74th St. The 
school opened in 2011 and 
has a graduation rate of 
97 percent. The Post listed 

it 27th in the list of the 40 
best schools. All of the stu-
dents at Maspeth take four 
years of Latin, according 
to the Post.

Several schools in 
northeastern Queens 
made the list, including 
Benjamin N. Cardozo 
High School in Bayside, 
which came in at No. 
20, Francis Lewis High 
School in Fresh Meadows, 
which came in at  No. 22, 
and Bayside High School, 
which was included in the 
list at No. 34.

The Queens Gateway to 
Health Sciences Second-
ary School, located next to 
Jamaica’s Queens Hospital 
Center at 160-20 Goethals 
Ave., was included at  No. 
25. The school, which 
boasts a 95.5 percent grad-
uation rate, includes four 
years of science and math 
and a program in which 
students work alongside 
medical professionals, ac-
cording to the Post.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Schools
dignified and welcome 
space,” she said at the open-
ing. “We are so grateful to 
our local representatives 
for providing the capital 
support, which has enabled 
us to serve our neighbors 
in a professional setting 
and with cutting-edge tech-
nology that increases our 
efficiency and efficacy.”

The new Queens Legal 
Services Community Law 
Center was funded with 
$813,000 in combined capi-
tal funding from the Queens 
Borough President’s office 
as well as the City Council. 
There will be nine languag-
es spoken on-site as well 
as instant phone and video 
interpretation services for 
any client.

Queens Legal Services 
is a part of the Legal Servic-
es of New York City, which 
began in 1967 as the Com-
munity Action for Legal 
Services. The organization 
specializes in protecting its 
clients from bankruptcy, 
predatory lending, and af-
fordable housing crises, as 
well as an array of other 

issues. The Queens depart-
ment covers civil rights, 
disability advocacy, work-
ers’ rights, domestic vio-
lence cases, HIV advocacy 
and the rights of veterans, 
immigrants, and the LGBT 
community, among others.

The department’s reach 
extends beyond Jamaica.  
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) said attorneys 
who offer legal services 
for the organization were 
an “outstanding partner” 
with the Flushing com-
munity, thanks to monthly 
workshops about tenants’ 
rights and services held at 
his offices.

“By extending criti-
cal lifelines of support to 
struggling individuals and 
families during their time 
of greatest need, Queens 
Legal Services helps cre-
ate a level playing field for 
those who find themselves 
facing the often unfamiliar 
and daunting territory of 
the courts,” Koo said. 

The legal assistance 
hotline is open all five 
weekdays from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m., and can be reached 
at (917) 661-4500.

Continued from Page 1 

Legal

Maspeth High School was one of the 13 Queens schools on the 
New York Post's list of top 40 high schools in the city.
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NOW ACCEPTING

RESERVATIONS!
Spaces Filling Up Quickly! 

Reservations accepted through 
phone only. Please no emails.

October 10th - 13th

 & 17th - 20th

 Starting at 7:00pm
Featuring Live Music by

Die Spitzbuam
INCLUDES  4 COURSE MEAL

Menu To Be Announced
Call to Reserve your spot:

718.386.3014


