
BY BILL PARRY

Did the de Blasio administra-
tion go a tweet too far?

An organizer of the ongo-
ing Maspeth homeless shelter 
protests believes so after a slick 

video appeared on the mayor’s 
social media accounts after more 
than 200 protesters appeared at 
rallies outside hotels that house 
homeless families in Bellrose and 
Floral Park, Long Island. 

Juniper Park Civic Associa-

tion President Bob Holden said 
the protesters, who were exhaust-
ed after nearly seven weeks of ral-
lies at the Holiday Inn Express on 
55th Road, have been rejuvenated 
by the video and more neighbor-
hoods are planning to join them 

after they were vilified on social 
media.

“He’s fanned the flames, for 
sure, and the mayor is making us 
stronger” Holden said. “We’re on 
the move, Sunset Park, Rosedale 
and Woodside, and we’re plan-
ning to take this fight to the steps 
of City Hall. It’s a revolution now, 
and the mayor is feeling the pres-
sure or else he wouldn’t be mak-
ing videos to sway public opin-
ion.”

This comes just over a week 
after 300 residents boarded three 
buses for a road trip to Windsor 
Terrace, Brooklyn, where they 
protested at the home of Hu-
man Resources Administration 
Commissioner Steven Banks, 
who oversees the Department of 
Homeless Services, drawing the 
ire of Mayor Bill de Blasio, who 
said the city will not be intimidat-
ed by the angry residents. On Sat-
urday, nearly 200 made the bus 
trip to protest at two hotels owned 
by Harshad Patel that have been 
converted to shelters.

When the city got wind of the 
protesters’ plans, DHS transport-
ed dozens of children and their 
families from the two shelters to 
spend the day at the Children’s 
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BY BILL PARRY

The city’s fleet of 19 vessels for 
the new Citywide Ferry Service 
is officially under construction 
in two world-class shipyards, the 
mayor’s office announced Thurs-
day. The 85-foot-long aluminum 
boats are being constructed by 
200 full-time builders in Alabama 
and Louisiana and will have the 
capacity to handle 150 riders each 
with storage space for bikes.

“We are moving full steam 
ahead and bringing modern ferry 
boats, outfitted with the latest 
technology and safety features, 
to our waterways,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said. “This new fleet of 
ships will help us connect com-
muters and visitors alike to neigh-
borhoods throughout the city.”

Twelve of the vessels are ex-
pected to be ready for the system’s 
launch by ferry operator Horn-
blower early next summer, and 
will include service to Astoria 
and Rockaway.

“With vessel construction now 
fully underway, we’re one step 
closer to bringing fast, afford-

BY MARK HALLUM

For decades, Udalls Cove 
Preservation Committee 
President Walter Mugdal 
has worked to reinvigorate 
a wild patch of land in the 
preserve. The mostly Parks 
Department-owned land in 
northeast Queens, which 
is pieced together from do-

nations made by land own-
ers, has operated since the 
‘70s, going from shipyard 
to wildlife haven with the 
help of volunteers and ad-
vocates. Now, Mugdal fears 
money may be the deciding 
factor in whether a piece 
of property within the pre-
serve is developed by its 
landowners.

The parcel at 8112 block, 
lot 70 is near the ravine 
portion of the preserve 
near 43rd Avenue and 
247th Street. According to 
Mugdal, the owners came 
to him and offered to donate 
the land if their tax lien is 
forgiven by the holder or if 
the holder is reimbursed by 

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 12

Udalls hopes to stop development

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An intersection near the Grand Central Park-
way in East Elmhurst will soon be the site of a 
new middle school, according to Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (D–East Elmhurst) 
and the School Construction Authority.

It's Middle Village's turn to party like it's 1816. Bicentennial t-shirt sales are brisk in Juniper Valley Park where the 
closely knit neighborhood was seranaded by the Queens Symphony Orchestra with all-American classics.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Ferry advocate
warns landings
designed wrong

New school planned 
for East Elmhurst

Maspeth protesters rejuvenated
Call administration’s video ‘propaganda’ and waste of taxpayer money

A parcel of privately owned land within 
Udalls Cove Preserve will be developed 
or donated to the Parks Department—
depending on whether or not the city 
agency buys the owners out of their tax 
lien committment.Continued on Page 8

MIDDLE VILLAGE MILESTONE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, O
CT. 2, 2016

3

Face Painting    Hot Dogs    Cotton Candy Glitter Tattoos    Pumpkin Painting    MusicG

S U N D AY 
OCTOBER 9

12:30 pm to 3:00 pm

FREDERICK FUNERAL HOME 
QUINN-FOGARTY FUNERAL HOME

192-15 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358 

(718) 357-6100  •  (718) 353-5166 

Thank You to QG Floral & Landscape and Four Seasons Florists for Their Generous Donation!

This Firm is Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 • (713) 522-5141

BY BILL PARRY

A federal probe into a 
fiery train crash last year 
faults the railway opera-
tor, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D–Flushing) announced 
Sunday. The crash oc-
curred July 8, 2015, when 
a freight train operated 
by New York and Atlantic 
Railway (NYA) slammed 
into a tractor-trailer at the 
railroad crossing at Mas-
peth Avenue and injured 
the truck’s driver.

The tractor-trailer was 
leaving a warehouse on 
Maspeth Avenue when the 
train clipped it. The truck’s 
cab then burst into flames 
as the train dragged it for 
nearly 200 feet. The driver 
jumped out of the cab be-
fore his truck caught fire, 
avoiding serious injury.

The Federal Railroad 
Administration’s (FRA) in-
vestigation concluded that 
the locomotive engineer 

failed to follow NYA’s op-
erating rules and special 
instructions for the grade-
crossing. The FRA found 
that the conductor’s failure 
to take any action to bring 
the train under control con-
tributed to the accident.

“The FRA’s findings 
are very disturbing,” said 
Meng, whose congressional 
district includes Maspeth. 
“NYA cut corners, which 
put lives at risk. The faulty 
recordkeeping, inadequate 
training, unclear certifica-
tion, and need for grade-
crossing safety is indicative 
of other troubling practices 
at NYA, and we’re lucky 
that more accidents have 
not occurred with trains 
that company operates. 
The lack of clear records 
certainly explains why it 
has been so difficult for me 
to get answers about NYA’s 
practices in the past.”

The investigation was 
further complicated by the 

disappearance of the train’s 
engineer.

“FRA was not able to 
interview the engineer in-
volved in the accident as 
he went missing immedi-
ately after the accident,” 
the FRA’s Focused Safety 
Review stated. “In the af-
termath of the accident, 
the locomotive engineer 

left the scene and did not 
return to the railway. NYA 
subsequently terminated 
his employment.”

The FRA was able to in-
terview the train’s conduc-
tor, who was cooperative 
and raised safety concerns 
regarding whether he had 
been adequately trained. 
The FRA identified sev-

eral safety issues that NYA 
needs to address, including 
its failure to provide and 
document adequate train-
ing as testing of locomotive 
engineers and conductors, 
failure to issue certificates 
for the engineer and con-
ductor, faulty record-keep-
ing software, and the need 
for several actions to im-
prove grade-crossing safety 
for motor vehicle users.

“The FRA’s findings are 
obviously unacceptable, 
and the way NYA functions 
must change,” Meng said. 
“I call for the FRA’s rec-
ommendations to be fully 
implemented and I will con-
tinue to monitor the situ-
ation until these essential 
improvements are made. 
Another accident cannot be 
allowed to occur, and pub-
lic safety cannot remain at 
risk.”

NYA says it fully coop-
erated in the investigation 
and has already taken steps 

to improve safety and ser-
vice including the paving 
of grade-crossing surfaces 
at the Maspeth Avenue and 
other measures.

“While we disagree with 
some of the conclusions 
in this report, we have al-
ready implemented FRA 
recommended actions and 
completed all the neces-
sary crossing repairs prior 
to the report’s release,” 
NYA Chief Safety and Com-
pliance Officer Thomas 
Leopold said. “We perform 
a vital service to the flow 
of commerce in New York 
City and Long Island, and 
hold ourselves accountable 
to keep our customers, em-
ployees and the communi-
ties in which we operate 
safe at all times.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Rail operator blamed for Maspeth train crash
Federal investigation complete, Meng criticizes company for cutting corners on safety

A federal investigation into a 2015 freight train collision in 
Maspeth blames the operator for several safety lapses. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

GENUINE STATE O’
MAINE LOBSTERS

3  $39F
O
R

1 1/4 LB. EACH

718-934-6300

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Accross From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK – TAKE - OUT

$1.99LB.

GENUINE STATE O’
MAINE MUSSELS

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2499 $1499

FRIED CALAMARI
16 oz PLATTER

$1299

FISH & CHIPS 
FRIED or BROILED

$1999

SHRIMP PLATTER
FRIED or BROILED

+TAX +TAX +TAX+TAX

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY MARK HALLUM

Former Queens Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
was honored for her career 
in politics and service to 
Queens at the grand open-
ing Tuesday of the Helen 
Marshall Cultural Cen-
ter, an 11,000-square-foot 
atrium at Queens Borough 
Hall. The project cost about 
$23 million, according to 
current Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz.

Katz led the dedication 
of the new space, followed 
by remarks from state As-
semblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-Corona), as well as Mar-
shall’s daughter Agnes and 
grandson Chasen.

Helen Marshall, who 
now lives in California, 
was not able to attend the 
dedication ceremony.

“Helen Marshall spent 
her life leaving a legacy 
to the future of the City of 
New York,” Katz said of 
Marshall’s contributions.

Aubry told the audience 
of around 400 how Marshall 
was present as he was first 
introduced to community 
politics. He talked about 
how her learned from Mar-
shall and how she worked 
tirelessly to better serve 
her community. 

Agnes Marshall spoke 
about how her mother was 

not only a Girl Scout leader 
but also a protest demon-
stration organizer. Chasen 
Marshall told the audience 
he was happy to see that 
so many people in Queens 
hold his grandmother in 
such high esteem.

The ceremony also 
included a musical per-
formance from General 
Assembly, who played a va-
riety of folk songs from the 
Mediterranean on acous-
tic instruments from the 
region. Students from the 
Dual Language Program 
at PS 127 Aerospace Sci-
ence Magnet School in East 
Elmhurst read poems in 
Spanish and English, and a 
choir from PS 127’s middle 
school performed “The 
Star Spangled Banner” and 
“God Bless America.”

Born in 1929, Marshall 
attended public schools 
and studied education at 
Queens College. She left the 
teaching profession in 1969 
to help found the Langston 
Hughes Community Li-
brary and Cultural Center 
in Corona. In 1982, she was 
elected to her first of five 
terms in the state Assembly. 
She would later be elected 
to the City Council, where 
she served as the founding 
chair of the Higher Educa-
tion committee.

She became Queens Bor-

ough President in 2001 as 
the first black woman and 
second woman to serve in 
the position, immediately 
succeeding Claire Shul-
man, who was present at 
the dedication ceremony.

During her time in of-
fice, Marshall allocated 
more than $600 million 
in capital projects which 
went toward education and 
public spaces as well as lo-
cal organizations. She was 
known for her positong in 
support of better health 
care, elder care, quality ed-
ucation and environmental 
protection.

Others in attendance 
were state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-Hollis), state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria), Coun-
cilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), Council-
men Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D- Sunnyside) and Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing), among others.

The Helen Marshall Cul-
tural Center can be rented 
for events through the New 
York City Department of 
Citywide Administrative 
Services’ Office of Special 
Events.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Helen Marshall honored 
at dedication of atrium

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz honored predecessor Helen Marshall with the opening of an 
atrium at Borough Hall dedicated in her honor. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The state is giving the 
Long Island Rail Road $64.9 
million to build a new plat-
form and tracks at the Ja-
maica Station—an attempt 
to update the hub for the 
growing number of commut-
ers who pass through it.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced the cash injection 
Sept. 24. The improvements 
will offer “better, faster and 
more reliable train service” 
for commuter train passen-
gers, he said.

“Time and time again, 
transportation investment 
has a ripple effect of prog-
ress and economic growth 
on the surrounding com-
munity,” he said.

The Jamaica Station 
improvements will make 
it easier to re-route trains 
and also to take them in or 
out of service between Ja-
maica and Atlantic Termi-
nal in Brooklyn.

The new platform will 
include wi-fi, USB charg-
ing stations for phones, and 
heated waiting areas.

After work is com-
pleted, shuttle trains will 
depart every 7.5 minutes 
between Atlantic Terminal 
and Jamaica during peak 
hours—and every 15 min-
utes during off-peak hours, 
according to the state. The 
work will reduce time com-
muters spend waiting, ac-
cording to the head of the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, which runs 
the LIRR.

“More tracks and plat-
forms mean fewer delays. 
This award for Phase I of 
the project, which is funded 
by the Capital Plan, is great 
news,” said Thomas Pren-
dergast, the chairman and 
CEO of the MTA.

The revenue comes as 
part of a massive, $442-mil-
lion investment into Ja-
maica Station in order to 
modernize the tracks for 
the 200,000 commuters who 
use them every weekday. 
The passengers include 
people commuting to and 
from Manhattan for work, 
as well as travelers heading 
to the city via the Air Train 
from John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport, which 
stops in Jamaica.

The refurbishing work 
will help improve track 
configurations, which 
have remained mostly the 
same since the station was 
first built in 1913. The total 
funding for the state’s in-
vestment is coming from a 

combination of the MTA’s 
2010–2014 capital plan and 
the 2015–2019 capital plan.

On Tuesday, Cuomo 
also announced the plans 
to transform the James 
A. Farley Post Office on 
8th Avenue in Manhattan 
into a home for LIRR and 
Amtrak trains currently 
utilizing Penn Station. 
The latter station will be 
completely renovated with 
higher and brighter corri-
dors, as well as a concourse 
that will connect the to the 
new Moynihan Train Hall. 
According to Gov. Cuomo, 
the state aims for the new 
train hall to be ready for 
use by 2020. The new train 
hall will span 250,000 
square feet, 50 percent larg-
er than Penn Station’s cur-
rent size. Additionally, the 
subway stations enclosed in 
Penn Station, including the 
A,C,E and 1,2,3 lines, will 
be entirely renovated. Cuo-
mo said the total cost of the 
project will be $1.6 billion.

BY BILL PARRY

The MTA relaunched its 
Q70 bus on Sunday as the 
new LaGuardia Link spe-
cial bus service which will 
provide travelers and air-
port employees with better 
transit options to and from 
LaGuardia to transit hubs 
at 61st Street in Woodside 
and 74th Street/Broadway 
in Jackson Heights. The 
specially marked buses 
will speed service with off-
board fare collection.

“We look forward to the 
newly branded LaGuar-
dia Link playing an even 
greater role in making the 
airport more accessible,” 
MTA spokesman Kevin Or-
tiz said. “We have launched 
marketing and promotions 
that will add to the strong 
ridership the Q70 has by 
both tourists going to and 
from flights and employees 
at the airport.”

Transportation advo-

cacy groups Global Gate-
way Alliance and Riders 
Alliance applauded the 
MTA for providing riders 
with quick, convenient 
and recognizable access 
from LaGuardia to the E, 
F, M, R and 7 trains and 
the Long Island Rail Road. 
The new transit access 
will provide relief for trav-
elers from traffic snarls at 
the airport due to the air-
port reconstruction proj-
ect now underway.

On Aug. 22, the grid-
lock was so bad passen-
gers were forced to leave 
vehicles and make a mad 
dash through traffic on 
foot in order to make their 
flights, although the Port 
Authority and LaGuardia 
Gateway Partners have 
made adjustments to traf-
fic patterns, moved the 
taxi stand further east 
away from the front of the 
airport and established a 
mobile command station.

“Finally, getting to La-
Guardia on public transit 
is an easy and intuitive 
option for riders,” Rid-
ers Alliance Executive 
Director John Raskin 
said. “The new LaGuar-
dia Link provides a clear 
connection between the 
airport and the subways, 
bringing LaGuardia one 
step closer to the city and 
making air travel easier 
for transit riders. If we 
got the word out, the new 
LaGuardia Link can even 
help untangle some of the 
airport’s notorious traf-
fic jams by getting more 
people out of cars and onto 
public transit.”

Raskin and Joe Sitt, the 
Chairman of Global Gate-
way Alliance, urged the 
MTA to make the LaGuar-
dia Link a free service to 
maximize its ridership 
and alleviate congestion 
at the airport by motor ve-
hicles.

“In order to be truly 
effective, the MTA must 
now also make the route 
free,”  Sitt said. The Q70 
was already popular with 
more than 4,000 daily rid-
ers, an 18 percent increase 
from 2014.

“We don’t agree with 
the premises behind the 
proposal to run it free,” 
Ortiz said. “We have no 
doubt that people would 
ride MTA services more 
frequently if they were 
free, but that’s simply not 
financially feasible.”

LIRR gets state funds
Cuomo announces plans for Jamaica, Penn stations

MTA relaunches Q70 bus 
to speed LaGuardia access

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced new massive improvements for 
Jamaica Station, as well as a refurbishment of Penn Station in 
Manhattan (pictured above). Courtesy of Governor's office

The MTA’s rebranded Q70 SBS should give travelers better options 
to and from LaGuardia Airport. Courtesy of Riders Alliance
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One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. SEPT. 26th

QUEENS 
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71 - 17 Grand Avenue

THURS. SEPT. 29th

QUEENS 
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM 
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

FRI. SEPT. 30th

QUEENS 
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd
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Holy Cross High School’s

2016 FALL 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 16, 2016 
from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Presentations at 1:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

RSVP online at 
www.holycrosshs.org

For more information, 
please call Mr. Robert Botero 

718.886.7250, Ext. 558 
or send a text to 718.309.0589

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 1,000 protest-
ers demanded the closing 
of Rikers Island during a 
march through Astoria on 
their way to a rally at the 
base of the bridge to the 
notorious prison complex. 
Glenn E. Martin, founder 
and president of JustLead-
ershipUSA, which orga-
nized the event that drew 
celebrity speakers such as 
Russell Simmons and John 
Legend and a host of former 
prisoners, advocates and 
elected officials, marvelled 
at the turnout.

“It was everything I 
imagined and more,” Mar-
tin said. “On Saturday eve-
ning our hashtag #CLOS-
Erikers trended No. 3 on 
Twitter around the world. 
Our message is clear. Clos-
ing Rikers is not just a local 
issue, we find it representa-
tive of the jail problem in 
America.”

JustLeadershipUSA’s 
mission is to cut the U.S. 
prison population in half by 
2030. Martin was VP of the 
Fortune Society, the Long 
Island City-based non-prof-
it that helps former prison-
ers re-enter society, before 
starting the organization 
in 2014.

“I was sent to Rikers on 
a shoplifting charge when 
I was just 16 and within 
two days I was stabbed in a 
fight,” Martin said. “Mayor 
de Blasio often lists the re-
forms his administration 
has introduced to improve 
some of the most egregious 
conditions on Rikers Is-
land. While his efforts are 
noble, to us it is like lipstick 
on a pig.”

Martin is part of a high-
profile commission chaired 
by former New York State 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lipp-
man that is studying the 
logistics of closing Rik-
ers and Governor Andrew 

Cuomo has expressed open-
ness to the idea. The mayor 
has explored the issue and 
found it would take years 
and cost billions, so he em-
barked on a 14-point reform 
movement.

“Creating a culture of 

safety in our jails is our 
top priority—today, not a 
year from now,” de Blasio 
spokeswoman Natalie Gry-
bauskas said. “While the 
City continues to examine 
whether Rikers Island’s 
closure is feasible and to 

work with Lippman’s Com-
mission, our focus today re-
mains on reform of the cor-
rectional system that will 
make our jails safer now.”

Martin calls the reforms 
necessary and important 
but the growing citywide 
coalition of more than 100 
organizations that marched 
Saturday vowed to work as 
speedily as possible toward 
the ultimate goal of shutter-
ing the facility.

“Piecemeal improve-
ments cannot address the 
root of the problem with 
Rikers, which is Rikers it-
self,” he said. “It is a place 
where thousands of New 
Yorkers, including chil-
dren, are robbed of their 
sanity, their dignity, their 
families, their communi-
ties and sometimes their 
lives. It is a broken institu-
tion that cannot be fixed.”

In 2014, U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara issued a re-
port that highlighted “the 

culture of violence” endem-
ic to the facility. City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) told the 
crowd that the complex is a 
hell hole.

“It needs to be shut down 
immediately. Every time 
I’ve been there I’ve seen 
horrible conditions wher-
ever they took me,” Dromm 
said. “While the city’s ef-
forts to curb violence and 
injustice on Rikers Island 
are admirable they fall very 
short of solving what is a 
decades-old problem. Our 
resources can and must be 
put to better use.”

On Tuesday, the city 
agreed to pay $5.75 million 
in a settlement in the 2013 
death of a mentally ill in-
mate, Bradley Ballard, who 
was discovered covered in 
human waste after he was 
locked in his cell for six 
days without medication 
for his schizophrenia and 
diabetes.

Rally demands Rikers Island closure
Astoria march organizer says Mayor de Blasio’s reforms at prison are ‘lipstick on a pig’

Nearly a thousand demonstrators demand the closing of Rikers 
Island during a march through Astoria. photo by Mike Shain
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy
Join us at The Mary Louis 
Academy’s Annual Open  
House on Sunday, October 16th. 
Enter through the Edgerton 
Boulevard entrance to begin  
your personalized tour of  
our campus. 

Please pre-register for our open 
house at www.tmla.org.

OPEN HOUSE
October 16th, 2016 
10am-3pm

SHADOW  
A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR  
WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, New York.  
Accredited by the Middle States Association  
of Colleges and Schools and Chartered by the 
State of NY.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   

Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATION |  TACHS #016

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio adminis-
tration has rolled out a new 
initiative to combat Islamo-
phobia.

The Mayor’s Commu-
nity Affairs Unit, the Of-
fice of Immigrant Affairs, 
and the Commission on 
Human Rights announced 
a series of ongoing events 
and a new social media ad 
campaign in support of the 
city’s more than half-a-mil-
lion Muslims Monday.

“Now more than ever, it 
is important for every New 
Yorker to stand united as 
one city and reject hate and 
violence,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said. “In New York, 
everyone deserves to be 
treated with respect. Chris-
tian, Muslim, Jewish, Sikh, 
Hindu, Agnostic and Athe-
ist—it doesn’t matter. We 
are all New Yorkers, and 
we all deserve to live safely 
and free from hate and dis-
crimination. We will not 

tolerate discrimination or 
violence of any kind, and 
we will not rest until all 
New Yorkers, including 
our Muslim brothers and 
sisters, are treated with the 
dignity they deserve.”

Reports of attacks and 
threats against Muslims 
have surged nationally, 
most likely fueled by na-
tional and international 
terrorist attacks and politi-
cal vitriol, according to re-
searchers and law enforce-
ment officials. The city’s 
Commission on Human 
Rights, the agency charged 
with fighting discrimina-
tion, has increased inves-
tigations into discrimina-
tion based on race, national 
origin, and religion in New 
York City by more than 
60 percent in the last two 
years.

“To combat xenophobia 
and Islamophobia, we must 
come together in solidar-
ity to develop strategies 
against it,” Commissioner 

Nisha Agarwal of the May-
or’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs said. “Our recent 
convening with Muslim 
community leaders, im-
migrant advocates, and 
refugee rights advocates is 

leading to the creation of a 
shared action plan.”

The campaign will fea-
ture a social media push 
that will direct people to 
the online hub NYC.gov/
iammuslimNYC, which 

contains a downloadable 
fact sheet about legal pro-
tections that are already 
in place to help Muslim 
Americans, such as laws 
that punish businesses and 
landlords who discriminate 

based on religion. The cam-
paign will continue into 
2017 and includes a series 
of educational programs 
aimed at building trust and 
awareness of Muslim New 
Yorkers’ rights.

“The diversity of this 
great City has made it the 
best in the world, and in or-
der to make sure we contin-
ue to grow, embracing those 
of all backgrounds and reli-
gions will raise everyone’s 
quality of life,” said City 
Councilman I. Daneek Mill-
er (D-St. Albans), the sole 
Muslim member of the City 
Council. “The initiatives 
that this administration 
has taken to embrace the 
Muslim community have 
not only benefitted those 
who believe in our faith, 
but everyone who lives here 
as well.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City media program to fi ght Islamophobia

The de Blasio administration rolls out a new social media campaign to combat Islamophobia in sup-
port of more than half a million Muslim New Yorkers. Courtesy City Hall
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FRIDAY OCTOBER 7TH
Q104.3 HAPPY HOUR PARTY SPONSORED BY BLUE POINT 

DJ GERRY MARTIRE
4-7PM

DRINK SPECIALS
COMPLIMENTARY SHIP ROAST

SATURDAY OCTOBER 8TH
FEEDBACK BAND 

10PM 

FIREMEN CALENDAR SIGNING 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE BURN CENTER 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 23RD 
SAM ADAMS STEIN HOISTING CONTEST 

3-5PM
GIVEWAYS FROM SAM ADAMS

SATURDAY OCTOBER 29TH 
HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY 

10PM 
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The new school will be 
located at 111th Street and 
Astoria Boulevard, which 
is also the intersecting 
point for Ditmas Boule-
vard and an entrance and 
exit for the expressway. 
This marks the eighth 
school being built  in Fer-
reras-Copleand’s district, 
according to the council-
woman.

“Constructing schools 
to meet the needs of my 
community has been a 
challenge and a prior-
ity for me since day one. 
Every student deserves a 
beautiful space to learn,” 
she said. “I have canvassed 
my district for the past six 
years to find adequate sites 
for schools, and I thank 
SCA for moving quickly to 
make this middle school a 
reality for families in East 
Elmhurst.”

The School Construc-
tion Authority’s revised 
2016 capital plan for fiscal 
years 2015–2019 identi-
fied a need for 1,397 new 
seats in the subdistrict of 
School District 30 that in-

cludes East Elmhurst. The 
subdistrict also includes 
Jackson Heights.

According to Ferre-
ras-Copeland, the school 
design process will be-
gin shortly, followed by a 
community engagement 
process and a vote before 
the New York City Coun-
cil. Considering Ferreras-
Copeland supports the 
location, the Council will 
likely follow her lead and 
vote in favor of the loca-
tion of the new school.

Myrna Palacios, a par-
ent leader and board mem-
ber for the Queens chapter 
of Make the Road New 
York, applauded the news 
of the new school.

“A new middle school 
that will relieve school 
overcrowding is pre-
cisely what our commu-
nity needs,” she said. 
“Immigrant children and 
families like mine across 
Queens have suffered for 
too long due to inadequate 
classroom space and 
school facilities, and this 
new school will be an im-
portant step to ensuring 
that our children have the 
opportunity to thrive.”

Astoria Boulevard has 
undergone pedestrian 
improvements in the past 
few months, including the 
addition of pedestrian is-
lands in the street, and the 
SCA will take traffic con-
cerns into consideration 
during the construction 
of the school, according to 
a spokeswoman for Ferre-
ras-Copeland.

Additionally, the 
School Construction Au-
thority is moving forward 
on a new addition to Pub-
lic School 143 at 34-74 113th 
St. in North Corona. The 
structure will be an addi-
tion to the existing build-
ing, and will include 1,020 
new seats, according to the 
SCA. The school currently 
enrolls 1,723 students, ac-
cording to the school’s 
DOE website.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

New school

WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

able ferry service to neigh-
borhoods across the city,” 
New York City Economic 
Development Corporation 
President Maria Torres-
Springer said. “We can’t 
wait for New Yorkers to see 
these modern and efficient 
boats, which will arrive in 
New York Harbor starting 
early next year.”

The city is also invest-
ing $55 million in infra-
structure upgrades, includ-
ing construction of barges 
for the 10 new ferry land-
ings, currently under con-
struction at a Staten Island 
facility. The landings are 
designed for both docking 
the vessels and a passenger 
waiting area.

However, an activist 
from the Rockaways is 
throwing cold water on the 
design of those landings.

Belle Harbor resident 
Joe Hartigan, a former 
FDNY lieutenant and ferry 
advocate for more than 23 
years, sent an 11-point cri-
tique of the design to Tor-
res-Springer and her team 
at the NYCEDC calling the 

system “inadequate, very 
dangerous and an accident 
waiting to happen.” 

“If there is a hard 
docking there could be as 
many as 150 people hurt, 
or worse, knocked into the 
water,” Hartigan warned. 
“The ferry landing design 
with open sides and no heat 
will be disastrous for slips 
and falls (especially) in the 
wintertime with snow or 
freezing rain. On windy 
days waves splashing near 
or onto the barge deck will 
cause the deck area to be a 
‘slip and fall’ zone.”

On the current East 
River Ferry, passengers 
are told to remain seated 
while the vessel is docking 
to prevent injuries in case 
of a hard docking, but the 
current design has waiting 
passengers standing, Har-
tigan points out.

“All ferry landings 
should have two barges: one 
for an enclosed waiting area 
and the second for docking 
of the ferry, especially if 
there is no onshore waiting 
area or pier,” he wrote. “All 
passengers should be in 
the waiting  until the ferry 
has docked and passengers 

have disembarked. Then—
and only then—can passen-
ger loading begin.”

Hartigan’s final point 
pertains to lightning strikes 
on or near the landings, 
which are made of metal 
with several metal pilings. 
He said a person standing 
10-feet above the water sur-
rounded by a metal struc-
ture in a lightning storm is 
a prescription for disaster.

“Every element of the 
Citywide Ferry Service is 
being designed to the high-
est safety standards by a 
team of expert engineers, 
and to suggest otherwise is 
baseless and inaccurate,” 
NYCEDC Sr. VP of Public 
Affairs Anthony Hogrebe 
said. “We’re proud to have 
worked with the Rockaway 
community throughout the 
planning process, and we’re 
excited to launch new ferry 
service in summer 2017.”

Hartigan has not heard 
back from the NYCEDC, 
although he did exchange 
pleasantries with several 
officials in Long Island 
City last week, where he at-
tended the announcement 
of the location of a landing 
in Gantry Plaza State Park.

Continued from Page 1 

Ferry
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Join us for our OPEN HOUSE!

Sunday, October 16, 2016 11am-4pm

83-53 Manton Street, Briarwood, NY 11435   
718-441-2100   www.molloyhs.org

To apply to Molloy take the TACHS or CHSEE Exam:

Register at:
Exam Date:
Molloy Code:

www.tachsinfo.com
Nov. 5, 2016
012

CHSEE:TACHS:
www.chsee.org
Oct. 29, 2016
012
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the Parks Department. The 
onwer of the land is a com-
pany known as Reslade, 
according to OasisNYC. Re-
slade owes about $23,000 in 
taxes to the third-party lien 
holder, Mugdal said. 

Udalls Cove is currently 
looking for a way to make 
sure the tax lien issue 
lands in its favor, Mugdal 
said. But Reslade’s owners 
expressed their intention to 
build housing on the land if 
they are not allowed out of 
their tax lien obligation.

“The city has an abso-
lute commitment to making 
sure this land is not devel-
oped,” Mugdal said. “This 
whole area is designated 
as a city park and a nature 
preserve, and it would be 
completely inconsistent to 
that commitment to allow 
it to be developed. So there 
is no doubt about the inten-
tions, it’s just a matter of 
when is the money avail-
able, and how can this le-
gally be done to take care of 
this tax lien issue.”

One concern for Mugdal 
is the possibility Reslade 
does not find a favorable 
resolution on its tax lien, 
and instead teams up with 
the neighboring plot owner 
 to build a road to the land, 
which currently does not 
have access to existing 
roadways.

Former Mayor Ed Koch 
expressed interest during 
his term in including the 
17-acre ravine portion of 
the cove in the preserve, 
Mugdal said. Although the 
land is deeply sloped, it 
would not be impossible to 
develop.

“We’re all very excited at 
the prospect of seeing this 
donation go through. Our 
organization has been urg-
ing the city to complete the 
acquisition of the proper-
ties within the designated 
boundary of Udalls Cove,” 
Mugdal said. “With every 
additional parcel that gets 
acquired, we’re closer to 
that ultimate goal of pro-
tecting this area once and 
for all.”

Udalls Cove has seen 
its share of hardship in the 
past year.

On April 24, a group of 

Continued from Page 1 

Udalls
Museum in Manhattan 
rather than being sub-
jected to angry protesters 
on their doorstep. The ad-
ministration dispatched 
camera crews to both the 
shelters and museum and 
the video they produced, 
which featured Banks, 
appeared on social media 
Sunday.

“How do you explain to 
children why angry adults 
are out in front of they 
place they’re living and 
want to throw them into 
the streets?” Banks asks. 
“So we thought today we 
would take the children 
and their families to some 
place nice where they can 
experience a helping hand 
from adults rather than 
the back of the hand.”

Holden called the video 
reminiscent of communist 
propaganda.

“Stalin would be proud,” 
he said. “These tactics 
should not be tolerated by 
the taxpayers. Maybe that 
money should have gone to 
the homeless themselves. 

To spend city resources 
like that is shameful and 
disgraceful.”

The anger was com-
pounded by de Blasio 
spokeswoman Aja Wor-
thy-Davis who said, “Op-
ponents of our efforts to 
house the homeless have 
now trained their sights 
on homeless toddlers. It’s 
disgusting and dangerous, 
and our city must stand up 
against it.”

Holden claims the pro-
testers didn’t even know 
there were children in the 
two shelters.

“They clearly had a 
plan going in to make it 
look like we’re attacking 
kids,” Holden said. “They 
tried to make us into vil-
lains and racists because 
we’re mostly white, and 
that’s not right, because 
the homeless come in all 
different colors and eth-
nicities.”

Just two nights before 
the protest, organizer 
Mike Papa implored the 
crowd at a Juniper Park 
Civic Association to keep 
the focus of their rally on 
the de Blasio administra-
tion.

“We don’t want to aim 
this at the homeless, they 
are the victims here too,” 
Papa said. “We are aiming 
at the de Blasio adminis-
tration and DHS.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D–Howard Beach) 
was at that meeting last 
Thursday, and he spoke at 
the Bellrose Inn rally Sat-
urday.

“This kind of genuine 
anger among my constitu-
ents was cased by the may-
or. If the administration 
had come to us asking for 
help instead of dictating, 
all this could have been 
avoided had we worked on 
this together,” Addabbo 
said. “There’s no ques-
tion it’s spreading to other 
neighborhoods in Queens. 
I’ve heard from Leroy 
Comrie in Jamaica where 
they already have home-
less in a brand-new hotel, 
and I’ve heard from Jose 
Peralta about discovering 
homeless living in a Coro-
na hotel. In all my years of 
public service, I’ve never 
seen neighborhoods so an-
gry. What the city is doing 
is not working.”

As Holden and the Mas-

peth protesters plan more 
rallies at shelters around 
the borough, he is drafting 
letters to the Department 
of Investigation and U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara.

“Bloomberg would have 
just ignored us,” Holden 
said. “And here you have 
de Blasio spending taxpay-
er money on a communist 
propaganda operation. I’m 
asking DOI and Bharara to 
look into the mayor’s con-
duct and his spending and 
his dealings with Patel, 
who has  admitted to brib-
ing a government official 
in the past . Meanwhile, I 
spoke with Patel last week 
and he reaffirmed that he 
will not go through with 
converting his Maspeth 
hotel into a shelter and 
that there is no agreement 
while the city says negotia-
tions continue. This is all 
very strange.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Maspeth

Weigh in on the issues that matter 
to Queens by writing a letter to 

the editor at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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NOW ACCEPTING

RESERVATIONS!
Spaces Filling Up Quickly! 

Reservations accepted through 
phone only. Please no emails.

October 10th - 13th

 & 17th - 20th

 Starting at 7:00pm
Featuring Live Music by

Die Spitzbuam
INCLUDES  4 COURSE MEAL

Menu To Be Announced
Call to Reserve your spot:

718.386.3014


