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BY BILL PARRY

The city’s fleet of 19 vessels 
for the new Citywide Ferry 
Service is officially under con-
struction in two world-class 
shipyards, the mayor’s office 
announced Thursday. The 
85-foot-long aluminum boats 
are being constructed by 200 
full-time builders in Alabama 
and Louisiana and will have 
the capacity to handle 150 rid-
ers each with storage space for 
bikes.

“We are moving full steam 
ahead and bringing modern 
ferry boats, outfitted with the 
latest technology and safety 
features, to our waterways,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“This new fleet of ships will 
help us connect commuters 
and visitors alike to neighbor-
hoods throughout the city.”

Twelve of the vessels are 
expected to be ready for the 
system’s launch by ferry op-
erator Hornblower early next 
summer, and will include ser-
vice to Astoria and Rockaway.

“With vessel construction 
now fully underway, we’re one 
step closer to bringing fast, af-
fordable ferry service to neigh-
borhoods across the city,” New 
York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation President 

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 1,000 protesters de-
manded the closing of Rikers 
Island during a march through 
Astoria on their way to a rally 
at the base of the bridge to 
the notorious prison complex. 
Glenn E. Martin, founder and 
president of JustLeadershipU-
SA, which organized the event 
that drew celebrity speakers 
such as Russell Simmons and 
John Legend and a host of for-
mer prisoners, advocates and 
elected officials, marvelled at 
the turnout.

“It was everything I imag-
ined and more,” Martin said. 
“On Saturday evening our 
hashtag #CLOSErikers trend-
ed No. 3 on Twitter around the 
world. Our message is clear. 
Closing Rikers is not just a lo-
cal issue, we find it represen-
tative of the jail problem in 
America.”

JustLeadershipUSA’s mis-
sion is to cut the U.S. prison 
population in half by 2030. 
Martin was VP of the Fortune 
Society, the Long Island City-
based non-profit that helps for-
mer prisoners re-enter society, 
before starting the organiza-
tion in 2014.

“I was sent to Rikers on 
a shoplifting charge when I 
was just 16 and within two 
days I was stabbed in a fight,” 
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Protesting conditions at the city's central jail system, nearly a thousand people marched through Astoria 
last weekend to demand that Rikers be closed and new, smaller jails be built around the five boroughs.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Ferry advocate
warns landings
designed wrong

Rally urges closure of Rikers
Astoria march organizer says reforms at prison are ‘lipstick on a pig’
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The state is giving the Long 
Island Rail Road $64.9 mil-
lion to build a new platform 
and tracks at the Jamaica Sta-
tion—an attempt to update the 
hub for the growing number of 
commuters who pass through 
it.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced the cash injection 
Sept. 24. The improvements 
will offer “better, faster and 
more reliable train service” 
for commuter train passen-
gers, he said.

“Time and time again, 
transportation investment 
has a ripple effect of progress 
and economic growth on the 
surrounding community,” he 
said.

The Jamaica Station im-
provements will make it easier 
to re-route trains and also to 
take them in or out of service 
between Jamaica and Atlantic 
Terminal in Brooklyn.

The new platform will in-
clude wi-fi, USB charging sta-
tions for phones, and heated 
waiting areas.

After work is completed, 
shuttle trains will depart ev-

ery 7.5 minutes between At-
lantic Terminal and Jamaica 
during peak hours—and ev-
ery 15 minutes during off-peak 
hours, according to the state. 
The work will reduce time 
commuters spend waiting, ac-
cording to the head of the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority, which runs the LIRR.

“More tracks and platforms 
mean fewer delays. This award 
for Phase I of the project, which 
is funded by the Capital Plan, 
is great news,” said Thomas 
Prendergast, the chairman 
and CEO of the MTA.

The revenue comes as part 
of a massive, $442-million in-
vestment into Jamaica Sta-
tion in order to modernize the 
tracks for the 200,000 commut-
ers who use them every week-
day. The passengers include 
people commuting to and from 
Manhattan for work, as well 
as travelers heading to the city 
via the Air Train from John 
F. Kennedy International Air-
port, which stops in Jamaica.

The refurbishing work will 
help improve track configura-
tions, which have remained 
mostly the same since the sta-
tion was first built in 1913. The 

total funding for the state’s 
investment is coming from 
a combination of the MTA’s 
2010–2014 capital plan and the 
2015–2019 capital plan.

On Tuesday, Cuomo also 
announced the plans to trans-
form the James A. Farley Post 
Office on 8th Avenue in Man-
hattan into a home for LIRR 
and Amtrak trains currently 
utilizing Penn Station. The 
latter station will be com-
pletely renovated with higher 
and brighter corridors, as well 
as a concourse that will con-
nect the to the new Moynihan 
Train Hall. According to Gov. 
Cuomo, the state aims for the 
new train hall to be ready for 
use by 2020. The new train hall 
will span 250,000 square feet, 
50 percent larger than Penn 
Station’s current size. Addi-
tionally, the subway stations 
enclosed in Penn Station, in-
cluding the A,C,E and 1,2,3 
lines, will be entirely renovat-
ed. Cuomo said the total cost of 
the project will be $1.6 billion.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM

Former Queens Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
was honored for her career in 
politics and service to Queens 
at the grand opening Tuesday 
of the Helen Marshall Cultur-
al Center, an 11,000-square-
foot atrium at Queens Bor-
ough Hall. The project cost 
about $23 million, according 
to current Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz.

Katz led the dedication 
of the new space, followed 
by remarks from state As-
semblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-Corona), as well as Mar-
shall’s daughter Agnes and 
grandson Chasen.

Helen Marshall, who now 
lives in California, was not 
able to attend the dedication 
ceremony.

“Helen Marshall spent her 
life leaving a legacy to the fu-
ture of the City of New York,” 
Katz said of Marshall’s con-
tributions.

Aubry told the audience 
of around 400 how Marshall 
was present as he was first in-
troduced to community poli-
tics. He talked about how her 
learned from Marshall and 
how she worked tirelessly to 
better serve her community. 

Agnes Marshall spoke 

about how her mother was 
not only a Girl Scout leader 
but also a protest demon-
stration organizer. Chasen 
Marshall told the audience 
he was happy to see that so 
many people in Queens hold 
his grandmother in such 
high esteem.

The ceremony also includ-
ed a musical performance 
from General Assembly, who 
played a variety of folk songs 
from the Mediterranean on 
acoustic instruments from 
the region. Students from 
the Dual Language Pro-
gram at PS 127 Aerospace 
Science Magnet School in 
East Elmhurst read poems 
in Spanish and English, and 
a choir from PS 127’s middle 
school performed “The Star 
Spangled Banner” and “God 
Bless America.”

Born in 1929, Marshall 
attended public schools and 
studied education at Queens 
College. She left the teach-
ing profession in 1969 to help 
found the Langston Hughes 
Community Library and Cul-
tural Center in Corona. In 
1982, she was elected to her 
first of five terms in the state 
Assembly. She would later 
be elected to the City Coun-
cil, where she served as the 

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz honored predecessor Helen 
Marshall with the opening of an atrium at Borough Hall dedicated in 
her honor. Photo by Michael Shain 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced new massive improvements for Jamaica Station, as well as a refurbishment of 
Penn Station in Manhattan, (pictured above). Courtesy of Governor's office

Helen Marshall honored 
with atrium dedication

Gov. touts LIRR funds
Cuomo announces plans for Jamaica and Penn stations
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BY BILL PARRY

A federal probe into a fiery 
train crash last year faults the 
railway operator, U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D–Flushing) an-
nounced Sunday. The crash 
occurred July 8, 2015, when a 
freight train operated by New 
York and Atlantic Railway 
(NYA) slammed into a tractor-
trailer at the railroad crossing 
at Maspeth Avenue and in-
jured the truck’s driver.

The tractor-trailer was 
leaving a warehouse on Mas-
peth Avenue when the train 
clipped it. The truck’s cab then 
burst into flames as the train 
dragged it for nearly 200 feet. 
The driver jumped out of the 
cab before his truck caught 
fire, avoiding serious injury.

The Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration’s (FRA) inves-
tigation concluded that the 
locomotive engineer failed to 
follow NYA’s operating rules 
and special instructions for 
the grade-crossing. The FRA 
found that the conductor’s fail-

ure to take any action to bring 
the train under control con-
tributed to the accident.

“The FRA’s findings are 
very disturbing,” said Meng, 
whose congressional district 
includes Maspeth. “NYA cut 
corners, which put lives at 
risk. The faulty recordkeep-
ing, inadequate training, un-
clear certification, and need 
for grade-crossing safety is 
indicative of other troubling 
practices at NYA, and we’re 
lucky that more accidents 
have not occurred with trains 
that company operates. The 
lack of clear records certainly 
explains why it has been so 
difficult for me to get answers 
about NYA’s practices in the 
past.”

The investigation was fur-
ther complicated by the disap-
pearance of the train’s engi-
neer.

“FRA was not able to inter-
view the engineer involved in 
the accident as he went miss-
ing immediately after the ac-
cident,” the FRA’s Focused 

Safety Review stated. “In the 
aftermath of the accident, the 
locomotive engineer left the 
scene and did not return to the 
railway. NYA subsequently 
terminated his employment.”

The FRA was able to in-
terview the train’s conduc-
tor, who was cooperative and 
raised safety concerns re-
garding whether he had been 
adequately trained. The FRA 
identified several safety issues 
that NYA needs to address, in-
cluding its failure to provide 

and document adequate train-
ing as testing of locomotive en-
gineers and conductors, fail-
ure to issue certificates for the 
engineer and conductor, faulty 
record-keeping software, and 
the need for several actions to 
improve grade-crossing safety 
for motor vehicle users.

“The FRA’s findings are 
obviously unacceptable, and 
the way NYA functions must 
change,” Meng said. “I call for 
the FRA’s recommendations 
to be fully implemented and I 

will continue to monitor the 
situation until these essen-
tial improvements are made. 
Another accident cannot be 
allowed to occur, and public 
safety cannot remain at risk.”

NYA says it fully cooperat-
ed in the investigation and has 
already taken steps to improve 
safety and service including 
the paving of grade-crossing 
surfaces at the Maspeth Av-
enue and other measures.

“While we disagree with 
some of the conclusions in this 
report, we have already imple-
mented FRA recommended 
actions and completed all the 
necessary crossing repairs 
prior to the report’s release,” 
NYA Chief Safety and Compli-
ance Officer Thomas Leopold 
said. “We perform a vital ser-
vice to the flow of commerce 
in New York City and Long 
Island, and hold ourselves ac-
countable to keep our custom-
ers, employees and the com-
munities in which we operate 
safe at all times.”

A federal investigation into a 2015 freight train collision in Maspeth 
blames the operator for several safety lapses. Photo by Michael Shain

Rail operator blamed for Maspeth train crash
Federal investigation complete, Meng criticizes company for cutting corners on safety

We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 30–OCT. 6, 20164    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Jamaica Hills Part-
nership celebrated the estab-
lishment of a new website to 
help business and homeown-
ers around Hillside Avenue 
collaborate, as well as to help 
visitors to the area learn 
more about local merchants.

The partnership cel-
ebrated the website during 
a meeting at the Star Kabab 
and Chinese Restaurant at 
168-21 Hillside Ave. Commu-
nity leaders, members of the 
partnership, Greater Jamai-
ca Development Corporation 
Board Chairman Peter Kulka 
and Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) attended 
the event.

“The website is for the use 
of businesses on Hillside Av-
enue,” Lancman said during 
the meeting. “It’s also for the 
benefit of people shopping in 

the community.”
The partnership started 

about a year-and-a-half ago 
with a few business owners 
on Hillside Avenue, accord-
ing to Azahar Haque, owner 
of local business Exit Alli-
ance Realty and a member of 
the partnership. The group 
was originally called the Ja-
maica Hills Merchant Asso-
ciation but changed the name 
to help attract interest from 
homeowners in the area, he 
said. He said attendance was 
slowly creeping upward.

“It used to be very bad, but 
it’s improved,” he said, not-
ing that more homeowners 
started attending meetings 
when representatives from 
the city Departments of Sani-
tation and Transportation at-
tended. He wanted to procure 
more brochures that would 
include a full listing of busi-

BY BILL PARRY

The city has been giving tax 
breaks to developers without 
tracking how effective their 
projects have been for econom-
ic development, according to a 
new report. 

Last Thursday, the City 
Council’s Committee on Fi-
nance released a report on de-
velopment tax expenditures, 
with recommendations on 
how to evaluate their effective-
ness. The report, published by 
the Council’s Task Force on 
Economic Development Tax 
Expenditures, calls for the es-
tablishment of a standardized 
and regular evaluative pro-
cess to improve transparency 
and the Council’s oversight.

“The city gives billions in 
economic development tax 
incentives each year, and we 
do not know how well they 

work. We should know their 
effects to ensure the public is 
getting the best bang for its 
buck,” said City Councilwom-
an Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst), who is the 
chairwoman of the Council’s 
Committee on Financing. “I 

am proud of the work the Task 
Expenditure Task Force has 
done, which will help make the 
government more transparent 
and prudent. I look forward 
to working with the Speaker 
and my colleagues to develop 
a process that will allow us 
to evaluate these programs, 
understand their effects, and 
make better decisions about 
our scarce resources.”

The city funded $7.7 billion 
towards tax benefits aimed 
at spurring economic growth 
and development in Fiscal 
Year 2016; however, no pub-
lic process exists to evaluate 
whether the benefits achieved 
their stated goals. Ferreras-
Copeland and the Finance 
Committee heard testimony 
last week from task force mem-
bers, the Partnership for NYC, 
the Fiscal Policy Institute, and 

BY BILL PARRY

Did the de Blasio adminis-
tration go a tweet too far?

An organizer of the ongoing 
Maspeth homeless shelter pro-
tests believes so after a slick 
video appeared on the mayor’s 
social media accounts after 
more than 200 protesters ap-
peared at rallies outside hotels 
that house homeless families 
in Bellrose and Floral Park, 
Long Island. 

Juniper Park Civic Asso-
ciation President Bob Holden 
said the protesters, who were 
exhausted after nearly seven 
weeks of rallies at the Holi-
day Inn Express on 55th Road, 
have been rejuvenated by the 
video and more neighborhoods 
are planning to join them after 
they were vilified on social 
media.

“He’s fanned the flames, for 
sure, and the mayor is mak-
ing us stronger” Holden said. 
“We’re on the move, Sunset 
Park, Rosedale and Woodside, 
and we’re planning to take 
this fight to the steps of City 
Hall. It’s a revolution now, and 
the mayor is feeling the pres-

sure or else he wouldn’t be 
making videos to sway public 
opinion.”

This comes just over a week 
after 300 residents boarded 
three buses for a road trip to 
Windsor Terrace, Brooklyn, 
where they protested at the 
home of Human Resources Ad-
ministration Commissioner 
Steven Banks, who oversees 
the Department of Homeless 
Services, drawing the ire of 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, who said 
the city will not be intimidat-
ed by the angry residents. On 
Saturday, nearly 200 made the 
bus trip to protest at two ho-
tels owned by Harshad Patel 
that have been converted to 
shelters.

When the city got wind 
of the protesters’ plans, DHS 
transported dozens of children 
and their families from the 
two shelters to spend the day 
at the Children’s Museum in 
Manhattan rather than being 
subjected to angry protesters 
on their doorstep. The admin-
istration dispatched camera 
crews to both the shelters and 
museum and the video they 
produced, which featured 

Banks, appeared on social me-
dia Sunday.

“How do you explain to 
children why angry adults 
are out in front of they place 
they’re living and want to 
throw them into the streets?” 
Banks asks. “So we thought 
today we would take the chil-
dren and their families to 
some place nice where they 
can experience a helping hand 
from adults rather than the 
back of the hand.”

Holden called the video 
reminiscent of communist 
propaganda.

“Stalin would be proud,” 
he said. “These tactics should 
not be tolerated by the taxpay-
ers. Maybe that money should 
have gone to the homeless 
themselves. To spend city re-
sources like that is shameful 
and disgraceful.”

The anger was compound-
ed by de Blasio spokeswoman 
Aja Worthy-Davis who said, 
“Opponents of our efforts to 
house the homeless have now 
trained their sights on home-
less toddlers. It’s disgusting 
and dangerous, and our city 

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland hears testimony from 
task force members regarding tax 
breaks for developers. 

Courtesy Ferreras-Copeland's office

Maspeth and Middle Village residents take their protest on the road to 
Bellerose and Floral Park drawing more scrutiny from the de Blasio ad-
ministration. Photo by Michael Shain 

Maspeth shelter fi ght regains strength
Protesters outraged by de Blasio administration’s ‘classic communist propoganda’ video

Task force urges a closer look
at city tax breaks for developers

Hillside Avenue stores 
announce new website

Continued on Page 52
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica Medical Center’s 
hospice care unit began with 
four beds in 2010, with a pal-
liative care staff who worked 
to ensure dignity and comfort 
care for patients. The wing ex-
panded throughout the years, 
but Sept. 22 the hospital an-
nounced a new renovation to 
be completed for the space, cre-
ating a home-like atmosphere 
patients and families.

“The care the doctors are 
giving is so wonderful, but 
the place doesn’t match that,” 
Cassandra Valesse, a social 
worker on the palliative care 
staff, said about the renova-

tions. “I’m happy we’re mak-
ing it more of a home than a 
hospital.”

The new space will be called 
the Ferrara Family Center 
for Hospice Care, named for 
Joseph A. Ferrara, a humani-
tarian who supported the new 
renovations. The improve-
ments will include suites for 
patients and family members, 
a conference room for meet-
ings between caregivers and 
family members, as well as a 
more welcoming and comfort-
able atmosphere.

“When you meet the pallia-
tive care staff, you won’t meet 
a more dedicated staff,” Fer-
rara said prior to the start of 

the ceremony. “It’s great that 
we can give them some better 
tools so they can do their job.”

The announcement of the 
renovation took place in the 
north garden room of the 
Jamaica Hospital facility at 
89-40 135th St. In addition to 
Ferrara and much of the pal-
liative care staff, attendees 
included Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach), Jamaica Hospital 
President Bruce J. Flanz, and 
Ed Schraeder, who had worked 
as a respiratory therapist at 
the hospital for 38 years and 
had two family members die 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña touted what she said 
was significant progress to-
wards alleviating parent con-
cerns in recent years during a 
town hall meeting for parents, 
teachers, and students in east-
ern Queens Tuesday.

The event took place at 
Nathaniel Hawthorne Middle 
School 74, at 61-15 Oceania St. 
in Oakland Gardens, and was 
the first scheduled meeting 
of the school year for School 
District 26’s Community Edu-
cation Council. The city’s 
highest-achieving district, 
it includes parts of Bayside, 
Fresh Meadows, Douglaston 
and Jamaica Estates, among 
other areas.

Fariña started by acknowl-

edging a parent’s question 
from a town hall meeting in 
District 26 last year, asking 

that cursive writing be reinsti-
tuted for students. She said she 
had made a recommendation 
to include cursive writing in 
third-grade lessons. She also 
lauded the increase in science, 
technology, engineering and 
math classes and lessons, also 
known as STEM learning.

“For a lot of people, they 
still think STEM is computer 
labs and sitting around,” she 
said, noting that students in 
the eighth to 12th grades were 
sometimes more computer lit-
erate than teachers. “In real-
ity, STEM is a lot more than 
that.”

Fariña also said Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and the Department 
of Education are working to 
give every student an equal 
opportunity to attend college. 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An intersection near the 
Grand Central Parkway in 
East Elmhurst will soon 
be the site of a new middle 
school, according to Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D–East Elmhurst) 
and the School Construction 
Authority.

The new school will be 
located at 111th Street and 
Astoria Boulevard, which is 
also the intersecting point 
for Ditmas Boulevard and 
an entrance and exit for the 
expressway. This marks the 
eighth school being built  in 
Ferreras-Copleand’s district, 
according to the council-
woman.

“Constructing schools to 
meet the needs of my commu-
nity has been a challenge and 
a priority for me since day 
one. Every student deserves a 
beautiful space to learn,” she 
said. “I have canvassed my 
district for the past six years 
to find adequate sites for 
schools, and I thank SCA for 
moving quickly to make this 
middle school a reality for 
families in East Elmhurst.”

The School Construc-
tion Authority’s revised 2016 
capital plan for fiscal years 
2015–2019 identified a need 
for 1,397 new seats in the sub-
district of School District 30 
that includes East Elmhurst. 
The subdistrict also includes 
Jackson Heights.

According to Ferreras-
Copeland, the school design 
process will begin shortly, 
followed by a community 
engagement process and a 
vote before the New York 
City Council. Considering 
Ferreras-Copeland supports 

the location, the Council will 
likely follow her lead and vote 
in favor of the location of the 
new school.

Myrna Palacios, a parent 
leader and board member 
for the Queens chapter of 
Make the Road New York, ap-
plauded the news of the new 
school.

“A new middle school 
that will relieve school over-
crowding is precisely what 
our community needs,” she 
said. “Immigrant children 
and families like mine across 
Queens have suffered for too 
long due to inadequate class-
room space and school facili-
ties, and this new school will 
be an important step to en-
suring that our children have 
the opportunity to thrive.”

Astoria Boulevard has un-
dergone pedestrian improve-
ments in the past few months, 
including the addition of pe-
destrian islands in the street, 
and the SCA will take traffic 
concerns into consideration 
during the construction of 
the school, according to a 
spokeswoman for Ferreras-
Copeland.

Additionally, the School 
Construction Authority is 
moving forward on a new ad-
dition to Public School 143 at 
34-74 113th St. in North Co-
rona. The structure will be 
an addition to the existing 
building, and will include 
1,020 new seats, according to 
the SCA. The school current-
ly enrolls 1,723 students, ac-
cording to the school’s DOE 
website.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Councilman Barry Grodenchik 
(l), Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña and Assemblyman David 
Weprin smile for photos during 
District 26's town hall. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

The School Construction Authority announces a new middle school 
will be built at this site in East Elmhurst. Photo by Bill Parry

One of the mockups for the intended renovations of the hospice care unit at Jamaica Hospital. The staff be-
lieves the new approach will create a more comfortable atmosphere.

New school planned 
for East Elmhurst

Fariña attends Qns town hall

Hospice care funded
Jamaica Hospital touts palliative care renovations

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 20
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BY BILL PARRY

The MTA relaunched its 
Q70 bus on Sunday as the new 
LaGuardia Link special bus 
service which will provide 
travelers and airport employ-
ees with better transit op-
tions to and from LaGuardia 
to transit hubs at 61st Street 
in Woodside and 74th Street/
Broadway in Jackson Heights. 
The specially marked buses 
will speed service with off-
board fare collection.

“We look forward to the 
newly branded LaGuardia Link 
playing an even greater role in 
making the airport more acces-
sible,” MTA spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz said. “We have launched 
marketing and promotions that 
will add to the strong ridership 
the Q70 has by both tourists go-
ing to and from flights and em-
ployees at the airport.”

Transportation advocacy 
groups Global Gateway Alli-
ance and Riders Alliance ap-
plauded the MTA for providing 
riders with quick, convenient 

and recognizable access from 
LaGuardia to the E, F, M, R 
and 7 trains and the Long 
Island Rail Road. The new 
transit access will provide re-
lief for travelers from traffic 
snarls at the airport due to the 
airport reconstruction project 
now underway.

On Aug. 22, the gridlock 
was so bad passengers were 
forced to leave vehicles and 
make a mad dash through 
traffic on foot in order to make 
their flights, although the 
Port Authority and LaGuardia 
Gateway Partners have made 
adjustments to traffic patterns, 
moved the taxi stand further 
east away from the front of the 
airport and established a mo-
bile command station.

“Finally, getting to LaGuar-
dia on public transit is an easy 
and intuitive option for riders,” 
Riders Alliance Executive Di-
rector John Raskin said. “The 
new LaGuardia Link provides 
a clear connection between 
the airport and the subways, 
bringing LaGuardia one step 

closer to the city and making 
air travel easier for transit rid-
ers. If we got the word out, the 
new LaGuardia Link can even 
help untangle some of the air-
port’s notorious traffic jams 
by getting more people out of 
cars and onto public transit.”

Raskin and Joe Sitt, the 
Chairman of Global Gateway 
Alliance, urged the MTA to 
make the LaGuardia Link a 
free service to maximize its 
ridership and alleviate con-
gestion at the airport by motor 
vehicles.

“In order to be truly effec-
tive, the MTA must now also 
make the route free,”  Sitt said. 
The Q70 was already popular 
with more than 4,000 daily 
riders, an 18 percent increase 
from 2014.

“We don’t agree with the 
premises behind the proposal 
to run it free,” Ortiz said. “We 
have no doubt that people 
would ride MTA services more 
frequently if they were free, 
but that’s simply not financial-
ly feasible.”

The MTA debuts its rebranded Q70 SBS giving travelers better options to 
and from LaGuardia Airport. Courtesy of Riders Alliance

MTA rolls out new Q70 bus to speed LGA access
MTA introduces LaGuardia Link to help commuters around airport’s notorious traffi c jams

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your Car 

Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company Cannot 
Direct You Otherwise

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

   Insurance Company’s Drive-In Claim Service

  Final Or Binding

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 30–OCT. 6, 2016 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

��������	
������
�	
����


�
��
�
�
��


�

��������	
������

��	
�������	
�����������

�

“The School  That  Makes  A Difference”   
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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NOR-TOPIA SERVICE STATION
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

172-11 Northern Blvd. Flushing New York
(718) 939-4599

 MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF ON SERVICE AND REPAIR, THROUGH 10/31/16
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Queens Village Re-
publican Club partnered for a 
watch party with the Nassau 
County Federation of Repub-
lican Women, joining them at 
the Park City Diner in Gar-
den City, Long Island to enjoy 
a buffet dinner and cheer on 
Republican candidate Donald 
Trump against his opponent, 
Hillary Clinton.

About 40 people attend-
ed the event, according to 
Queens Village Republican 
Club President Philip Oren-
stein.

“Everybody was very 
upbeat for the debate. We 
were happy to see that Don-
ald Trump brought out the 
substantial issues about the 
economy, and about jobs com-
ing back to America,” Oren-
stein said. “I believe he got 
across the major issues about 
our trade deals around the 
world, and putting our coun-
try first.”

The debate was held on the 
campus of Hofstra University, 
a mere 15 minute drive from 
the Park City Diner. The is-
sues covered were wide-rang-
ing, and the debate was mod-

erated by NBC Nightly News 
host Lester Holt. Though 
Orenstein was happy with 
Trump’s performance, he 
expressed frustration with 
Holt’s performance.

“My own feeling was 
Trump had two opponents in-
stead of one and Lester Holt 
was attacking him on minor 
things,” he said. “But Trump 
got his message across.”

The next scheduled debate 
between Trump and Clin-
ton is scheduled for Oct. 9 at 
Washington University in 
St. Louis, MI. It will be mod-
erated by ABC anchor Mar-
tha Raddatz and CNN host 
Anderson Cooper and will 
be conducted in a town hall 
format. Orenstein expressed 
hope that Trump would con-
tinue to push a message of 
economic growth and safety 
from terrorism.

“He should stress his 
qualifications as a very suc-
cessful businessman who can 
get the job done,” he said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM

Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) hosted 
a presidential debate viewing 
party at The Creek and the 
Cave, at 10-93 Jackson Ave. 
in Long Island City, Monday 
night, along with the club’s 
owner, Rebecca Trent. The 
event was primarily a chance 
for Clinton supporters from 
the area to mingle with one 
another and cheer on their 
candidate. 

Van Bramer voiced strong 
admiration for Clinton as 
well as his belief that she is 
the choice for progress in the 
United States. The council-
man said he would take a bus 
load of supporters to Philadel-
phia to go door to door for the 
Clinton campaign.

“She has to win this elec-
tion for women, for immi-
grants, for people of color, for 
gay men who like being mar-
ried, and for gay women too,” 
Van Bramer said.

As the interaction between 
the two candidates progressed, 
those in attendance cheered at 
rebuttals that Clinton made 
to remarks by her opponent. 
If there were any Trump sup-
porters in the room, they kept 
their opinion to themselves.

Brent O’Leary, who is 

President of the Hunters Point 
Civic Association and worked 
with the Democratic National 
Committee for four years, was 
another Clinton supporter at 
the event. He said he thought 
that a major source of divi-
sion in the country is due to 
the general tone of the nation-
al discourse about politics, 
which has taken on a strongly 
personal emphasis.

“It’s not just an intellec-
tual debate anymore, people 
think their character is be-
ing attacked,” he said before 
the debate started, adding he 
would like for America to see 
how Trump rarely elaborates 
on the broad statements he 
makes. “I’m hoping she brings 
up policy and shows that he 
doesn’t have the experience,” 
O’Leary said.

According to Van Bramer, 
Trump was not able to gain the 
upper hand in the debate with 
Clinton displaying control in 
the face of what Van Bramer 
saw at the outlandish remarks 
Trump made. He also noted 
that Clinton did not let the cha-
os that her opponent thrives 
on govern the time allowed for 
her responses. Clinton made 
her case with examples and 
“substance,” Van Bramer said, 
whereas he noted that Trump 
seemed to lack any intention 

to elaborate on any claims of 
how he could improve the U.S. 
economy.

“It’s like she’s standing up 
to the class bully in front of the 
world,” one Clinton supporter 
said. “There’s a veil that’s 
hopefully going to be uplifted 
tonight.”

William Garret, who has 
lived in Long Island City for 
over 20 years, said he thought 
Trump may have been subdued 
in comparison to his appear-
ances in other debates, possi-
bly because his new campaign 
manager has better control 
over the candidate. However, 
he was not impressed by how 
often Trump bragged about 
his wealth.

All in all, though, the at-
mosphere at the LIC establish-
ment was focused on Clinton, 
and the mood in the room was 
generally cheerful and posi-
tive about her performance in 
the debate.

The Queens Village Re-
publican Club did not hold an 
event in Queens, but dined at 
the Park City Diner in Garden 
City, LI. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Members and supporters of the Queens Village Republican Club gath-
ered to view the presidential debate between Hillary Clinton and 
Donald Trump. Photo by Joe Raedle/AP

Minutes before the Presidential debate begins, Council member Jimmy van Bramer stands right in front of the 
projection TV to talk to the crowd at his viewing party in LIC.   Twitter

Debate party in LIC
Van Bramer roots for Clinton at fi rst presidential debate viewing

For Queens GOPers, 
Trump takes night

ELECTION ELECTION 20162016

Weigh in on the issues that matter 
to Queens by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to 
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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POLICE 

Blotter
ELMHURST—Police were search-

ing for a man who allegedly attempted 
to rob a bank in Elmhurst. 

On Sept. 9 at 2:20 p.m. the suspect 
entered a Citibank at 87-11 Queens 
Blvd. and passed a note to the bank 
teller demanding money, police said. 
The suspect fled the bank without any 
money, according to the NYPD.

The suspect is described as a His-
panic male, between 30 and 35 years 
old, with a light complexion. He is 
believed to be approximately 5-foot-9 
and weigh about 170 pounds. He was 
last seen wearing a blue baseball hat, 
black sneakers, a striped shirt and 
blue jeans. 

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
800-577-TIPS

JACKSON HEIGHTS—Police from the 
115th Precinct were searching for a man 
suspected of allegedly forcibly touching a 
woman in Jackson Heights.

On Sept. 12 at 9:30 p.m. a man grabbed 
a woman’s buttocks while she was walking 
down Roosevelt Avenue and 89th Street, 
police said. The suspect then fled in an un-
known direction, according to police.

Police are describing the suspect as a 
Hispanic male between 30 and 40 years old. 
Police say he is between 5-foot-6 and 5-foot-8, 
approximately 180 pounds and was last seen 
wearing a gray striped shirt, blue jeans and 
black sneakers. 

Anyone with information in regards to 
this incident is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-577-TIPS

Police were searching for two men 
who allegedly used an ATM skimming 
device in Bayside. 

According to police, at some time 
Sept. 1 or Sept. 2, two suspects placed 
a skimming device on an ATM inside 
of a Dime Community Bank at 61-38 
Springfield Blvd. 

Surveillance video shows two men 
apparently installing and checking 
the skimming device on Sept. 2, right 
before it was discovered by bank em-

ployees. Police say they have found no 
unauthorized financial transaction as-
sociated with the incident.

The suspects wore a blue Nautica 
baseball cap and a camouflage base-
ball cap which they would swap to con-
fuse identificaton. 

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477)

The man in this surveillance photo is 
sought in connection with the robbery of a 
Citibank branch at 87-11 Queens Blvd. 

Courtesy NYPD

Suspected Bayside ATM skimmers sought

Alleged groping in Jackson Heights: police

Cops seek suspect in attempted robbery

Police are seeking this man in con-
nection with a forcible touching/sex-
ual abuse incident that took place in 
the 115th Precinct. Courtesy NYPD

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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The board-certified phy-
sicians of Palmadessa and 
Brodsky Gastroenterology are 
committed to helping patients 
take charge of their GI health 
in a state-of-the-art facility in 
Queens. Offering complete en-
doscopy and colonoscopy ex-
aminations, they treat condi-
tions that can impact quality 
of life or endanger long-term 
health such as acid reflux, di-
verticulitis, and ulcerative 
colitis/Crohn’s disease. Resi-
dents of Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing and all surrounding 
neighborhoods don’t have to 
travel far to receive care from 
expert gastroenterologists.

For M. Truschinger of Bay-
side, exceptional treatment 
for Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
(IBS) began with a colonos-
copy. “I have been seeing Dr. 
Brodsky for the last year for 
my Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
and he has been extremely 
helpful.” The practice helped 

her to make important diet 
and lifestyle changes, supple-
mented with occasional medi-
cation. She says, “I am now 

100% better and able to per-
form better in my work as well 
as feel better in my leisure ac-
tivities. Dr. Brodsky is very 
knowledgeable and compas-
sionate.”

Karima Rasoully and oth-
ers appreciate the front desk 
staff who make them feel com-
fortable and help with hav-

ing medications authorized 
by insurance companies. “I 
am so glad I came to Dr. Pal-
madessa,” says Ms. Rasoully.  

“He was very thorough and 
compassionate. Prior to my 
procedure, the staff made me 
feel much more relaxed. I am 
completely satisfied with Dr. 
Palmadessa.” 

Whether patients require 
screening for colon cancer 
or treatment for Hepatitis C, 
these are available from car-

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gastroenterologists Deliver Expert Care 
and Compassion in Queens

ing physicians who also are 
on staff at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital in Manhasset 
and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital in Queens.  

After living with Hepatitis 
C for 10 years, Michael Kolim-
sky of Maspeth finally wanted 
to receive treatment.  “After 
he took a thorough history 
and performed a comprehen-
sive physical examination, he 
ordered specific laboratory 
tests and a sonogram of my 
liver.  He prescribed a single 
pill for 12 weeks, which cured 
my hepatitis c completely!  He 
is truly an expert in liver dis-
eases,” he says. 

Receiving a diagnosis can 
be overwhelming, but it can 
be a relief for a patient to fi-

nally understand the cause of 
their symptoms.  The time im-
mediately following a diagno-
sis is particularly important. 
“Dr Palmadessa spent a lot of 
time explaining everything in 
great detail. He made me feel 
very comfortable,” says Zita 
Heja.

Affiliated with Queens En-
doscopy ASC, a state-of-the-art 
endoscopy center, Palmadessa 
and Brodsky Gastroenterol-
ogy is known for expert medi-
cal care that is delivered with 
compassion. With access to the 
most advanced treatments and 
screenings, patients in Queens 
and the surrounding area don’t 
have to avoid getting help for 
their GI problems any longer.

Colonoscopy Screening: 
No Butts about it

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Join the 
movement to save lives through colorectal cancer screen-
ing. Prevention and early detection are key to reducing the 
number of lives claimed each year by this highly prevent-
able disease. During a colonoscopy, the gastroenterologists 
at Palmadessa & Brodsky can find and remove precancerous 
growths known as polyps. 

Everyone should be screened beginning at age 50, or 40 if 
they are at risk or have a family history of colorectal cancer. 
Call us at (718) 461-0163 to schedule a screening.

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd., #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Bombs have gone off in New 
York City and New Jersey. The 
one that blew up in the Chelsea 
section of New York City had in-
jured 29 people and the other in 
Seaside Park in New Jersey failed 
to blow up in time ended up with 
no fatalities. 

The suspect in the bombings, 
Ahmad Khan Rahami, was cap-
tured while in a shootout with 
New Jersey police. Two police 
officers were shot in Linden, N.J.  
There are maybe more suspects 
out there after all is said and 

done.
The capture, I feel, is due to ex-

cellent police work by New Jersey 
police, the NYPD, FBI and Home-
land Security. We also had other 
agencies involved like the FDNY, 
AFT, Port Authority and EMS.

Let me also point out there 
were reports by average people 
who saw something and said 
something. Our law enforcement 
can’t do it alone—we are all in a 
war with these evil doers. These 
egregious and nefarious acts re-
quire all of us to remain vigilant. 

We are living in dangerous times 
but these terrorists must learn 
that they can run but can’t hide. 

As Americans we will be con-
stantly vigilant and be aware 
that there are those that desire 
to hurt us, but we will go on with 
our lives and refuse to live in fear. 
Remember this too: Evil thrives 
when good people do nothing.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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Finding a way to make sure every Queens resi-
dent has a safe, secure place to live is one of most im-
portant, and difficult, problems the borough faces.

Two possible solutions—shelters to help get the 
homeless into safe living situations, and the construc-
tion of more affordable housing to give lower- and 
middle-income families a fair chance at a home to 
call their own—have been fraught with controversy.

The recent proposal by Phipps Houses to con-
struct a 10-story, 209-unit affordable-housing de-
velopment on the edge of the Sunnyside Gardens 
historical district drew such heated opposition 
from neighborhood residents and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer that the application for the vari-
ance that would have allowed for the development’s 
construction was withdrawn last week.

Van Bramer not only voiced disapproval of the 
project’s scale and the developer’s unwillingness to 
incorporate changes desired by people who live in the 
surrounding commnity into the plan, he also ques-
tioned whether the cost of units in the development 
would be affordable enough to help those currently 
priced out of the housing market. A spokeswoman for 
the mayor countered by saying that the failure of the 
Phipps Houses project was “bad for our city and for 
working families struggling to pay their rent.”

For those families who have fallen through the 
cracks of the system, shelters are, while not perfect, 
at least a temporary way of providing some sense of 
security. But events of the past weeks have shown 
that creating more shelters is perhaps more conten-
tious than is building affordable-housing projects.

Protests over the conversion of a Holiday Inn Ex-
press in Maspeth into a shelter for homeless families 
have brought things in the neighborhood to a boil as 
close to two months of daily protests outside the fa-
cility spilled over into a march to the doorstep of the 
hotel’s owner last weekend. Once again, questions of 
a project’s scale and its potential effects on the sur-
rouding community have sparked strong resistance.

The disconnnect between the city’s attempts to 
solve the crisis of homlessness and the resistance of 
those who would be affected by those attempts shows 
little sign of winding down in the near future, so per-
haps it’s time to look for new solutions.

One could be the Home Stability Support plan re-
cently introduced in the State Assembly by Assem-
blyman Alan Hevesi. Under that plan, those threat-
ened by eviction would qualify for a rent supplement, 
letting them stay in their current homes. While that 
plan will likely encounter resistance too, it is at least 
a starting point on a new path toward dealing with 
what has become one of the city’s thorniest issues.

A CONTINUING CRISIS

Keeping America safe is everyone’s job
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READERS WRITE

Maybe you’ve been puzzled 
by all the strange green paint 
markings popping up in re-
cent weeks on sidewalks all 
over Bayside (and probably 
elsewhere). It’s about a new 
New York City initiative called 
“bioswales.” And it’s not good.

Mayor Bill DeBlasio didn’t 
bother to publicize or explain 
it to neighborhoods affected 
by this project—maybe be-
cause he knew it doesn’t make 
sense. It’s on the website (nyc.
gov/html/dep/html/stormwa-
ter/bioswales.shtml)—but few 
know it’s there. 

Bioswales are swampy 
rectangular patches that 
will soon be cropping up on 
our sidewalks. Based on the 
markings, some will occupy 
roughly two sidewalk squares 
of space (2.5 feet x 5 feet), with 
others stretching closer to five 
squares. Supposedly, they’ll al-
leviate pressure on our sewer 
system during heavy rains by 
channeling water as it rushes 

down streets and holding 
captured water until it evapo-
rates. Instead of tearing up 
our sidewalks for this, why not 
save money and annoyance 
by just clearing the sewers of 
leaves and other debris so they 
don’t clog? 

Some blocks may have five 
or six of these mini-swamps. 
A couple will be in front of 
Bayside’s Omega Restaurant, 
which means customers park-
ing there (many of them elder-
ly) will have to walk around 
these bioswales—very care-
fully—or slide over to exit on 
the street side. And after snow 
falls, covering these bioswales, 
the likelihood of accidents will 
no doubt rise.  

Oh, and while we were wor-
rying about Zika outbreaks at 
the Rio Olympics and in the 
Miami area, New York City 
was mapping out what will 
be super-breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes carrying West 
Nile and eventually Zika. Not 

long ago, the city was worried 
about standing water in our 
backyards and on rooftops. 
Now they’ve decided it’s OK 
to just build big swampy areas 
right in front of our homes and 
places of business! 

Earlier this year, the city 
tried to sneak one past the 
Bayside community with a 
proposed public high school 
on 32nd Avenue. But thanks 
to the efforts of the Northwest 
Bayside Civic Association and 
state Sen. Tony Avella, that 
ill-conceived plan was foiled. 
Now that association and Sen. 
Avella again are in the fore-
front of fighting City Hall by 
trying to mobilize opposition 
to this bioswales boondoggle. 

Maybe more residents 
would complain if they knew 
about it.

Jim Forkan
Bayside

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
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Central Queens is current-
ly in a state of crisis regard-
ing its public transportation 
network. People from the area 
have to spend over two hours 
waiting in the crush of traffic 
to get to and from work, lower-
ing their quality of life and de-
stroying our environment. 

Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley plans to remediate 
this by building a light rail 
line on the Lower Montauk 
Branch, a freight line that 
runs through Richmond Hill, 
Glendale, Middle Village, 
Ridgewood, Maspeth and Long 
Island City. However good this 
project may look on paper, 
its construction would be ex-
tremely unlikely, as in the 
plan’s current form construc-

tion would violate the federal 
laws that govern transporta-
tion and transit safety in this 
country. 

Right now, the Lower Mon-
tauk Branch is used almost 
exclusively to haul and sort 
freight trains. These freight 
trains carry the vast majority 
of rail cargo going to and from 
Suffolk, Nassau, Queens and 
Kings counties, using a yard 
along the line as an origina-
tion/termination point. Under 
the federal government’s com-
mon carrier rules, any opera-
tor of a freight line has to pro-
vide rail service to customers 
along that line, regardless of 
shipment type or destination. 
This responsibility is trans-
ferred between owners of a 

line, so that when a new com-
pany buys a line, freight ser-
vice is preserved. This would 
not be possible if light rail was 
to use the tracks as safety laws 
dictate that light rail trains 
may not operate on the same 
tracks as freight trains, un-
less temporal separation is 
ensured. 

The only way to place light 
rail on the line, then, would be 
to forcibly evict the rail car-
rier from the line, either us-
ing eminent domain or aban-
donment. It is almost certain 
that neither of these strate-
gies would work, as in these 
proceedings, stakeholders (in 
this case, every freight rail 
customer in Queens and on 
Long Island) are given time to 

comment. They would point 
out that removing freight rail 
access from the line would not 
only harm their businesses, 
but also the environment, 
as hundreds of thousands of 
trucks would be needed to car-
ry a year’s worth of freight rail 
onto the island. 

This leaves the light rail 
group with three options: tem-
poral separation, a distinct set 
of tracks for light rail, or the 
usage of freight compatible 
equipment. The first requires 
that each user of the tracks 
gets a block of time in which 
they alone can ply their trade. 
As the freight railroad needs 
to sort cars all day long, and 
as residents of Queens need 
24-hour service, this option is 

out of the question. The second 
would almost certainly cause 
the condemnation of proper-
ties along the line, including 
countless houses, businesses 
and possibly parts of a ceme-
tery. The final option, running 
freight compatible equipment, 
would lead to excruciatingly 
slow commutes, owing to the 
additional weight (and there-
fore slower acceleration) need-
ed to comply with crashwor-
thiness standards. 

Central Queens most cer-
tainly is in need of a transit 
‘fix’, but Councilwoman Crow-
ley’s proposal is most certain-
ly not it. 

Uday Schultz
Brooklyn

Celebrating 70 years Bioswales are bad news for Bayside

Crowley’s light-rail solution is non-starter

Congatulations to Mr. and 
Mrs. Valentine and Evelyn 
Frey of Bayside, who will be 
celebrating their 70th wed-
ding anniversary Oct. 5.

Mr. and Mrs. Frey have 
been residents of Bayside 
since 1948 and they raised 
two daughters here.

Daughter Christine is 
married to Steven Moeser 
(also a former Bayside resi-
dent). They reside in Har-

vard, Mass. The other daugh-
ter, Irene Kremka, still lives 
in Bayside.

The couple’s four grand-
daughters, five great-grand-
children and other friends 
and loved ones wish them 
all the best as they mark this 
very special occasion.

Their favorite comment 
about their upcoming anni-
versary: “Love is eternal.”

VALENTINE AND EVELYN FREY
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R
eligiously observant 
Muslims and Jews con-
vened in lower Manhat-
tan last week to discuss 

an item of vital interest to 
both:

Head scarves.
And long skirts. And high 

collars. And how much arm 
one can expose. 

And whatever tension 
may or may not exist between 
the faiths on a political level 
vanished at a symposium on 
dressing modestly yet fashion-
ably, organized by Daniel Cole 
of the NYU Costume Studies 
department and opened by 
Nancy Deihl, the director of 
the program.

To give you an idea of how 
this topic cuts across religious 
lines, try to guess which of 
these statements was made by 
a Jewish woman, and which 
by a Muslim woman:

“I dress modestly because 
God commanded me to, as a 

way to focus on my value as a 
person.”

“Why do women cover? 
Sexuality is something that 
belongs in the home.”

Answer: Jew, Muslim. But 
they were both nodding along 
with each other.

The Jewish woman here 
is Michelle Honig, a fashion 
journalist who often writes 
about the intersection of fash-
ion and modesty. She was 
wearing a green striped sweat-
er with a white long-sleeve 
shirt underneath, a slim dark 
skirt, and long blonde hair—a 
wig that mostly, but not totally 
(she admitted) covers her hair. 
Her shoes looked straight out 
of Vogue.

Admittedly, she said, the 
idea of a religiously observant 
Muslim, Jewish or even Chris-
tian woman “doesn’t bring to 
mind very fashionable wom-
en.” 

But just because they are 
covering more of themselves 
than your average secular lass 
doesn’t mean they have to be 
dowdy. Honig goes shopping 
at popular stores, “browsing 
through the racks, each piece 
going through some mental 
calculation of how to modest-
ify it.”

To do that, she usually adds 

layers, or maybe she’ll sew up 
the slit of a slinky skirt. Voila: 
a fashionable young woman 
in “normal” clothes that just 
happen to cover the knees and 
elbows.

Dian Pelangi, head design-
er of the Indonesian fashion 
company that bears her name, 
took the podium next, look-
ing regal in a stunning floor-
length green cape with a black 
hood. “Hijab means ‘to cover,’ ” 
she explained to the half of the 
audience that wasn’t already 
wearing one of these Muslim 
headcoverings. 

“There was a time when 
the hijab was considered 
weird, backwards and old-
fashioned,” Pelangi said. But 
now it is “huge trend.” Wit-
ness the fact that a Jakarta de-
signer showed the first “mod-
est” fashion line at New York 
Fashion Week this year. And 
the fact both Tommy Hilfiger 
and DKNY brought out a Ra-
madan collection. Or even the 
fact that Pelangi herself has 
4.3 million Twitter followers 
who look to her for advice on 
modest styles.

With 23 percent of the 
world’s population Islamic, 
catering to Muslim women’s 
fashion needs makes business 
sense. 

“For me,” said Pelangi, 
“modest fashion is the next 
emerging market.” 

And yet, for the women 
at this symposium, fashion 
meant more than just looking 
good.

“The fashion world as it ex-
ists today is about very public 
sexuality,” said Ann Shafer, 
an art historian and architect 
specializing in Islamic culture 
who teaches at the Fashion 
Institute of Technology. “So 
I’m trying to provide another 
world view”—the view that 
“sexuality is not a sort of pub-
lic phenomenon.” 

Shafer herself converted to 
Islam and was covered except 
for her face.

But don’t think this made 
her—or any of the women on 
the panel—feel second class. 
On the contrary, they spoke of 
the freedom and joy of dress-
ing this way.

In countries like America, 
where women have the choice 
to dress any way they please, 
“If women still choose to cover 
their bodies,” said Honig, they 
are not “victims” who need 
to be saved, they’re making a 
statement. “They take pride in 
their modesty because it’s part 
of who they are.”

Added Shafer, “It is often 

assumed that Muslim women 
who wear conservative dress 
don’t have a relationship to 
their bodies.” On the contrary, 
“Islam is very open about sort 
of how to treat your body as a 
sexual phenomenon”—just not 
in public.

The other speakers con-
curred. They don’t want to 
be thought of as sexless, just 
maybe excess-less. Rejecting a 
culture that reveals too much. 

“Modest dress should not 
be the ‘other’ choice, just an 
equal choice,” said Malky We-
ichbrod, the observant Jew 
behind the website, “My Ther-
apist Told Me to Write a Fash-
ion Blog.”

And if ladies kick it up a 
notch by making it look great, 
they’ve got the best of both 
worlds. As Lyn Bakri, founder 
of the modest fashion line Ane-
eqa, said, “You don’t have to 
show much skin to look beau-
tiful and be confident.”

The women at NYU, in their 
robes and scarves, wigs and 
heels, were evidence of that.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author and founder of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at Rea-
son.com.

COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history:

On Sept. 1 Queens, not to 
mention the nation as a whole, 
was on the cusp of great change 
as 1941 drew to a close. 

The borough was still not 
far removed from a quieter, 
agrarian past where farmland 
studded with stately homes 
provided food to a burgeon-
ing Manhattan just across the 
East River. It was in Septem-
ber that Elmhurst bid farewell 

to the Combes mansion, which 
had stood near Elmhurst Av-
enue and Broadway since the 
1850s. Built by Samuel Lord, 
the founder of Lord & Tay-
lor’s department stores, the 
home boasted “white marble 
fireplaces, huge windows 
reaching from the floor to the 
ceiling and broad, impressive 
staircases.” Before the house 
was demolished, police arrest-
ed two youths on the property 
on suspicion of vandalism. 
The suspects were taken to the 
Jamaica Children’s Shelter. 

As America stepped ever 
closer to the widening global 

conflict that would become 
World War II, her children 
blissfully began another school 
year in spite of the drumbeat 
of worrisome news. In Queens, 
the school year started on 
Sept. 9 when 180,000 children 
marched through schoolhouse 
doors across the borough. Com-
plaints abounded of conditions 
in schools described as “anti-
quated [and] crowded [where] 
part–time classes rob them of 
a great part of the education to 
which they are entitled.”

A glimpse at local news-
papers of the day reveals a 
society in which youth had 
apparently gone wild. In Kew 
Gardens, a young couple was 
arrested for robbing a home 
on Pembroke Place while the 
owner, a railroad executive, 
was upstate on vacation. In 
East Elmhurst, three men 
were arrested for stealing $45 

from the cash register in Mor-
ris Seligman’s candy store at 
98–04 Astoria Blvd. September 
also saw holdups at a Sunny-
side delicatessen and a Wood-
side bar on the same day. The 
barroom bandits slowly sipped 
beers and selected a number 
on the jukebox before making 
off with their loot—$55 and a 
bottle of gin.

As the holiday season ap-
proached, the people of Queens 
stocked the icebox with grocer-
ies from stores like Bohack’s, 
where oxtails sold for 15 cents 
a pound, coffee at 37 cents for 
2 pounds and Long Island po-
tatoes at 17 cents for 10 pounds. 
Bohack’s also accepted orange 
and blue food stamps and sold 
national defense stamps. Men 
and women stocked up on warm 
clothes for the fast-approaching 
autumn at Marcy’s on Junction 
Boulevard in Corona, where 

sweaters retailed for $1.98, felt 
hats for $1.25 and pure silk 
panty hose for 59 cents a pair. In 
1941, one-family homes on 27th 
Street in Astoria were adver-
tised for $4,590 with monthly 
payments of $38.

Even 75 years ago, many in 
Queens sought to defend the 
borough’s rapidly vanishing 
residential character. As small 
homes gave way to apartment 
blocks in neighborhoods like 
Forest Hills, residents picketed 
City Hall on Sept. 23 to have the 
area rezoned to prohibit apart-
ment construction. Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia, who was 
in Washington, D.C. at the time, 
did not meet with the picketers, 
who the Long Island Star Jour-
nal noted were “well-dressed 
and orderly,” unlike the “Com-
munist demonstrations when 
nobody goes on the picket line 
unless his hair is mussed.” 

How life was in Queens on the brink of war

Modesty and beauty are not opposites
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

n
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This program is supported by the membersship
of the Greater Astoria Historical Society.

Greater Astoria Historical Society
35-20 Broadway, 4th Floor, Long Island City, NY 11106

PHONE: (718) 278-0700
EMAIL: info@astorialic.org   WEBSITE: www.astorialic.org

Lecture: Climbing the Bridge - Dave “The Bridge Man” Frieder

Exhibit: Building the Hell Gate Bridge - Greater Astoria Historical Society

Special Guest: Allen Renz, grandson of Hell Gate Bridge engineer Gustav Lindenthal

“One of the greatest examples of engineering art ever producted” - Bridge Engineer Othmar H. Ammann

“With a regular coat of aint every 100 years it could last as long as the pyramids.” - The East River, Arcadia Press

“No private entity has done this supreme feat before; nothing like it has been done since.” - Historian Vincent F. Seyfried

I
f you do the same thing 
over and over and over 
again and expect a differ-
ent result each time, that is 

called insanity.
So it is clear that during 

the last decade, our city and 
state government have gone 
insane.

Last week’s federal com-
plaint against nine people in 
state government and its ven-
dors is once again a sad spec-
tacle that will only deepen the 
public’s already low regard for 
public officials.

Put aside the insane and 
dispiriting race for president, 
and for a minute ponder our 
current state of affairs in New 
York.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a 
take-no-prisoners executive 
who started out so promis-
ingly in 2010 when he miracu-
lously pushed thru a same-sex 
marriage bill with bipartisan 
support (after delivering the 
first on-time budget in years), 
is now stigmatized by the in-
dictment of his close aide and 
long-time friend and a group 
of prominent upstaters who 
thought they could feast off 
the governor’s “Buffalo Bil-
lion” initiative.

Cuomo began his tenure 
six years ago vowing to clean 
up the cesspool of corruption 
in Albany. Instead, the waters 
have risen and are now wash-
ing up all around him.

It is extremely unlikely that 
the governor himself engaged 
in misconduct or was even 
aware that his closest aide was 
carrying out a Sopranos-like 
scheme to enrich himself and 
others.

But the governor has missed 
numerous opportunities the 

past six years to clean up our 
government and eliminate (or 
at least mitigate) the chances 
that corruption will flourish.

The first, and probably 
most disheartening, miss was 
when Cuomo did not follow 
through on his pledge to imple-
ment nonpartisan redistrict-
ing. Why is this important? 
Because it is the fundamental 
underpinning of good govern-
ment and true democracy.

As the late Mayor Ed Koch 
summed it up so perfectly: “In 
a democracy, voters should 
pick their leaders. Not leaders 
should pick their voters.”

Why Cuomo abandoned 
his pledge to fix this remains 
a mystery. He should now re-
double his efforts to make that 
a priority.

In addition, the governor 
needs to lead the charge for 
dramatic campaign finance 
reform. The way the system 
works now, people and com-
panies that donate to candi-
dates in essence own a piece 

of them. When elected, these 
leaders need to pay back these 
supporters in order to keep the 
campaign dollars flowing.

Huuuuge problem, as one 
presidential aspirant would 
call it.

Getting big money and 
corporations out of politics 
to drain the cesspool is long 
overdue. These may be draco-
nian, but the governor should 
champion a number of bold 
reforms:

• Institute campaign fi-
nance limits and matching 
funds like the city has. The 
cap on donations from one per-
son should be no more than 
$500 and it should be matched 
by a 6-1 program.

• No fund-raising in Albany 
or New York during the legis-
lative session from January to 
June.

• Eliminate the L.L.C. loop-
hole that allows one corpora-
tion to create multiple entities 
in order to circumvent cam-
paign donation limits.

• If you have done busi-
ness with the state or city in 
past five years, you may not 
donate. This would go for lob-
byists and vendors so that we 
do not create a class of people 
who have unfair access to our 
leaders.

• Create an office of Chief 
Integrity Officer in state gov-
ernment. Independent of the 
governor, it will vet all appoin-
tees, audit the awarding of con-
tracts, and establish ethical 
guidelines for elected and ap-
pointed leaders. Put someone 
with a lifetime of credibility in 
charge of it, such as former Lt. 
Governor Dick Ravitch.

• Institute term limits for 
state legislators. A decade is 
enough. Holding power for too 
long corrupts.

These are just the tip of the 
iceberg of what is needed to re-
store faith in our government.

Will our leaders finally 
listen or will they continue to 
watch the cesspool draw closer 
and closer to their knees?

COLUMNS

Cuomo must clean up the Albany cesspool

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administration has 
rolled out a new initiative to combat 
Islamophobia.

The Mayor’s Community Affairs 
Unit, the Office of Immigrant Affairs, 
and the Commission on Human Rights 
announced a series of ongoing events 
and a new social media ad campaign in 
support of the city’s more than half-a-
million Muslims Monday.

“Now more than ever, it is impor-
tant for every New Yorker to stand 
united as one city and reject hate and 
violence,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“In New York, everyone deserves to 
be treated with respect. Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish, Sikh, Hindu, Agnos-
tic and Atheist—it doesn’t matter. We 
are all New Yorkers, and we all de-
serve to live safely and free from hate 
and discrimination. We will not toler-
ate discrimination or violence of any 
kind, and we will not rest until all New 
Yorkers, including our Muslim broth-
ers and sisters, are treated with the 
dignity they deserve.”

Reports of attacks and threats 
against Muslims have surged nation-
ally, most likely fueled by national and 
international terrorist attacks and 
political vitriol, according to research-
ers and law enforcement officials. The 
city’s Commission on Human Rights, 
the agency charged with fighting dis-
crimination, has increased investiga-
tions into discrimination based on 
race, national origin, and religion in 
New York City by more than 60 percent 
in the last two years.

“To combat xenophobia and Islamo-
phobia, we must come together in soli-
darity to develop strategies against it,” 
Commissioner Nisha Agarwal of the 
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs 
said. “Our recent convening with Mus-
lim community leaders, immigrant ad-
vocates, and refugee rights advocates 
is leading to the creation of a shared 
action plan.”

The campaign will feature a social 
media push that will direct people 
to the online hub NYC.gov/iammus-
limNYC, which contains a download-
able fact sheet about legal protections 
that are already in place to help Muslim 
Americans, such as laws that punish 
businesses and landlords who discrim-
inate based on religion. The campaign 
will continue into 2017 and includes a 
series of educational programs aimed 
at building trust and awareness of 
Muslim New Yorkers’ rights.

“The diversity of this great City has 
made it the best in the world, and in or-
der to make sure we continue to grow, 
embracing those of all backgrounds 
and religions will raise everyone’s 
quality of life,” said City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), the sole 
Muslim member of the City Council. 
“The initiatives that this administra-
tion has taken to embrace the Muslim 
community have not only benefitted 
those who believe in our faith, but ev-
eryone who lives here as well.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The de Blasio administration rolls out a new social media campaign to combat Islamophobia 
in support of more than half a million Muslim New Yorkers. Courtesy City Hall

City media program
fi ghts IslamophobiaL’Shana Tova

Best Wishes for a
Happy & Healthy 
Jewish New Year

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.
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Grace Meng
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Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
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Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Police are investigat-
ing the murder of a deli 
worker in Jamaica Sat-
urday morning and have 
released surveillance 
video of the suspects. 
The NYPD is encourag-
ing the public to assist 
them in solving the case.

On Sept. 24 at 6:33 
a.m., police from the 
113th Precinct respond-
ed to a 911 call for a man 
who was reported shot 
inside the Sunshine Deli, 
near the corner of Mer-
rick Boulevard and 111th 
Avenue. When they ar-
rived, police discovered 
Mamadou Diallo, 46, ly-
ing on the floor of the deli 
with a gunshot wound to 
the head.

Diallo was pro-
nounced dead by EMS 
workers who responded 
to the scene. Police sub-
sequently released a 
surveillance video taken 
from inside the deli at 
about 4:53 a.m. Saturday. 
The video shows two in-
dividuals, one clad in 
a red hoodie and black 
pants and the other in 
a dark hoodie and gray 
jeans, walking past the 
camera, police said.

The cash register was 
emptied of $60 during the 
robbery, and the killers 
tried to clean the crime 
scene by using bleach 
before exiting the prem-
ises.

Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D–St. 
Albans), who represents 
the area where the shoot-

ing occurred, decried the 
murder in a statement he 
released online Sunday 
evening and encouraged 
anyone with information 
about the murder to con-
tact police.

“Mamadou Diallo 
came here seeking the 
American Dream, and 
gave back to our commu-
nity  his compassion for 
others and kindness. My 
thoughts and prayers are 
with the Diallo family 
as we celebrate his life,” 
Miller said. “Remember, 
we are a community 
which values life, and 
anyone who has infor-
mation about the person 
who perpetrated this 
senseless act of violence 
should share it with the 
NYPD.”

Diallo came from 
Guinea approximately 
20 years ago. He was 
living in a home only a 
few blocks from the deli 
where the shooting oc-
curred, according to the 
NYPD.

Police are asking any-
one with any informa-
tion about the two men 
in the video or about the 
crime to call the NYPD 
Crime Stoppers at 1 (800) 
577–TIPS, or to submit a 
tip online at www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com. All 
calls are confidential, 
police said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Jamaica man killed 
during robbery

Police were looking for the men pictured in this photo in 
connection to a murder in a Jamaica deli last weekend. 

NYPD
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nesses in the partnership.
The partnership includes a large 

number of immigrant merchants—in-
cluding many from Bangladesh—and 
the span of the partnership runs from 
172nd Street to Parsons Boulevard, 
from Hillside Avenue to Union Turn-
pike.

The website can be viewed in either 
English or Bengali, and includes a full 
searchable business directory, infor-
mation on upcoming events and tips 
for business owners on negotiating 
city mandates and regulations, includ-
ing how business owners can prepare 

for an inspection from the Department 
for Consumer Affairs.

Haque said he intended for the 
partnership to hold more consistent 
monthly meetings and expressed hope 
that the new website would increase 
interest and attendance among local 
business owners. 

“Hillside Avenue is a thriving busi-
ness corridor filled with exactly the 
kind of businesses that people love to 
brag about,” Lancman said. “We want 
to make sure this community and its 
interests are expressed in city govern-
ment.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria and Long Island City will 
have their W subway line again be-
ginning Nov. 7, according to MTA of-
ficials. The agency discontinued the 
service amid budget cuts in 2010, but 
will relaunch the W to replace the Q 
train, which will depart Queens to op-
erate on the 2nd Avenue subway line in 
Manhattan beginning in December.

It’s a boon for area straphangers, 
one local pol said.

“The growing population of west-
ern Queens is in desperate need of im-
proved mass-transit service, and the 
return of the W train will help deal 
with this growing demand,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) said.

The W train will run between Dit-
mars Boulevard in Astoria and White-
hall Street in Manhattan on weekdays. 
The train will not run on weekends 
or late nights, forcing riders in Asto-
ria and Long Island City to use the N 

train.
R train service will not be affected, 

according to the MTA.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The W train returns to Astoria Nov. 7 replac-
ing the Q train which becomes part of the 
Second Avenue subway plan.

W returns in NovemberChrist the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, 
Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. 
Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Celebrates Opening of School 
Year with Mass

Christ the King High School 
celebrated the beginning of 
the school year with Mass, 
which was officiated CK Alum-
nus (’88) Father Frank Spacek.

As Father Frank presided 
over the Mass, he asked for 
God’s blessing for the new 
school year.

For over 50 years, Christ the 
King High School has been 
committed to providing a qual-
ity Catholic Educations where 
students can obtain a high lev-
el of achievement based upon 
their unique abilities and their 
relationship with God.

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Every public school student will now 
be able to take the SAT exam free of 
charge in their own school during a 
school day, she said. Previously, some 
students had trouble taking the test 
because it cost too much money, was 
conducted too far from their home, or 
took place during weekend hours when 
they work to support themselves or 
their families.

“College is for everybody, and we 
need to make that clear to all our kids, 
starting in pre-K,” she said, also an-
nouncing that the City University of 
New York system will now waive its ap-
plication fee for low-income students.

Fariña also answered questions 
written on comment cards by District 
26 parents and teachers. The topics 

varied from the amount of district re-
sources to dual language programs. 
Fariña said that since District 26 was 
such a high-performing district, it 
would be difficult to procure federal 
Title I funding, which can be allocated 
to school districts to improve academ-
ics for students in distress.

Fariña was particularly emphatic 
about her views on how to approach 
learning in pre-K, saying that it was 
not a place for rote workbook assign-
ments or filling out ditto sheets. She 
said pre-K needed to be a venue for stu-
dents to learn how to get along, to share 
and to learn how to be inquisitive and 
excited about their explorations.

“Every class should be about inspir-
ing kids to want to learn,” she said.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 5 

Fariña

Continued from Page 4 

Jamaica Hills
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

on the following purchases  
of beautiful Hunter Douglas 

window fashions* 

�

�

�

�

�

HD
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Middle Village celebrates its bicentennial

At the 200th birthday party for Middle Village, held in Juniper Valley Park, T-shirt sales are brisk.

As in any park in the city, the pick-up basketball game 
doesn’t stop just because there’s a concert next door.

We didn’t know what to make of these three women—(l-r) Cara Marino, Wendy Schmidt and Shorty Rock—who showed up 
to the bicentennial celebration wearing these animal masks. “I have a ton of these at home,” says Wendy.

Borough President Melinda Katz shares a laugh with real-estate-firm 
owner Sal Crifasi, head of the Middle Village Chamber of Commerce.

They have front row seats!

Photos by Michael Shain

The Queens Symphony Orchestra's program is heavy on American favorites, including 
Gershwin, Copland and, of course, John Philip Sousa.
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83-53 Manton Street, Briarwood, NY 11435   
718-441-2100   www.molloyhs.org

To apply to Molloy take the TACHS or CHSEE Exam:

Register at:
Exam Date:
Molloy Code:

www.tachsinfo.com
Nov. 5, 2016
012

CHSEE:TACHS:
www.chsee.org
Oct. 29, 2016
012

Join us for our OPEN HOUSE!
Sunday, October 16, 2016 11am-4pm
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Meadows Music and 
Arts Festival, which will take 
place on Saturday and Sun-
day at Citi Field and Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, got a 
little bigger following a sched-
uling mishap involving one of 
its headliners, The Weeknd, 
and the season premiere of 
“Saturday Night Live.”  

The Weeknd’s original time 
slot would not have left him 
enough time to make it to 30 
Rockefeller Plaza in time for 
the “SNL: broadcast, so it was 
up to Tom Russell, a partner 
and project manager of Found-
ers Entertainment, the compa-
ny behind the festival, to find 
a solution.

The solution he reached is 
one that should please many 
music fans. Not only did he ar-
range for the St. John’s Univer-
sity alum and rapper J. Cole to 
take The Weeknd’s original 
slot, he also managed to pull 
enough strings to get The 
Weeknd an earlier time spot, 
allowing him to meet both of 
his obligations. 

“Managing schedules is in-

credibly, incredibly tough, and 
there are a lot of moving piec-
es” says Russell. “We are hap-
py to have The Weeknd back in 
the festival and to have J. Cole, 
who went to St. John’s and is 

one of the best upcoming hip-
hop stars of our generation.” 

The Weeknd and J. Cole 
are just the tip of the iceberg 
as regards the lineup for the 
two-day music fest. In addition 

to Kanye West and Chance the 
Rapper, The Meadows will fea-
ture a diverse array of acts. 
Saturday’s roster includes Em-
pire of the Sun, Pretty Lights, 
Post Malone, Kamasi Wash-

ington and Lolawolf, while 
Sunday will bring Kygo, The 
1975, Cage the Elephant, Mac 
Miller, Børns, Charles Brad-
ley & His Extraordinaires and 
many more to the stage.

The festival’s diversity ex-
tends past its muscial offer-
ings. There will be a variety 
of ethnic foods to choose from, 
curated by Queens food scribe 
Joe DiStefano, aka the “Guy 
Who Ate Queens,” according 
to The Meadows spokesperson 
Kerri Lyon.

Plus, in a nod to the upcom-
ing presidential election, reps 
from HeadCount, the voter 
registration site, will be there 
to help those who haven’t reg-
istered yet.  

According to the festival’s 
organizers, The Meadows is 
meant to benefit Queens as 
well as provide entertainment 
for its audience. A portion of 
its proceeds will be donated 
to such Queens organizations 
as the Far Rockaway RBI 
Little League, Queens Public 
Library, and the New York 
Police and Fire Widows’ and 
Children’s Benefit Fund, ac-

Rapper J.Cole was added to this weekend's Meadows Music and Arts Festival lineup at the last minute.  
Photo by David Grunfeld/AP

Rapper J. Cole added to Meadows Fest lineup

TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy

Join us at The Mary Louis 
Academy’s Annual Open  
House on Sunday, October 16th. 
Enter through the Edgerton 
Boulevard entrance to begin  
your personalized tour of  
our campus. 

OPEN HOUSE
October 16th, 2016 
10am-3pm

SHADOW  
A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR  
WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, New York.  
Accredited by the Middle States Association  
of Colleges and Schools and Chartered by the 
State of NY.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   

Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATION |  TACHS #016

Please pre-register for our open 
house at www.tmla.org.

Continued on Page 28
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Are you 
at risk for
ovarian 
cancer?

If you have a personal or family history of cancer, 

your chances of getting ovarian cancer may  

be higher. That’s why it’s important to get a  

genetic risk assessment and examination with  

one of our specialists.

Call 718-670-1322 for an appointment, or visit 

nyp.org/queens-cancer to learn more.

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 15

“ENTERTA IN E R OF  THE  CE N TURY ”-CNN
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LARRY MAGID ENTERTAINMENT GROUP BY ARRANGEMENT WITH PATRICK SHART & ALAIN BOYACI PRESENTS

CHARLESAZNAVOUR.COM AZNAVOUROFFICIEL THEATERATMSG.COM@MrAznavour
WHEELCHAIR, COMPANION AND DESIGNATED AISLE SEATS, AND ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES AVAILABLE BY CALLING MSG’S DISABLED SERVICES DEPT. AT (212) 465-6034.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX OFFICE,  OR CALL 866-858-0008
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Bell Blvd. rings in its Sunday Stroll

The Sunday Stroll on Bell Boulevard has become a fall standard now in 
Bayside, with the main commercial strip shut down for fun and games.

Don’t mess with her. She’s been training for this demonstration of 
 martial-arts prowess all summer.

An energetic Nala leads his owner, San Kim, through the 
heart of the festival's café-table-and-chairs setup.

A contingent of reservists from Ft. Totten take in the sights of the Sunday Stroll.

You don’t get to ride a bike down the center of Bell Boulevard 
very often.

This young baseball fan at left deserves some credit for jumping right in with the girls for a princess dance.

The lead singer for Landing Approach belts out some heavy 
metal vocals.

Photos by Michael Shain
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IT’S TIME.
GET YOUR FLU SHOT NOW!
Influenza (Flu) is a viral infection. Flu symptoms include 
body aches, chills, and fever.

Flu is worse than a cold and lasts longer. Young 
children, pregnant women, older adults, and people 
with weak immune systems and long-term illnesses are 
at higher risk. 

You can help prevent the flu by getting the flu vaccine 
every year. It is recommended that everyone six months 
of age and older get the flu shot. Talk to your doctor or 
visit your local pharmacy to get your flu shot.

This important message has been brought to you by 
MetroPlus Health Plan. Plan ahead.

MKT 16.172

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2016

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

13-20 124th Street  •  College Point, New York 11356
718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org
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cording to Lyon. 
“We always had the credo 

of supporting local commu-
nity partners,” Lyon said. 

This year the sixth-an-
nual Governor’s Ball, which 
was held on Randall’s Island 
in June, and was also pro-
duced by Founders Enertain-
ment, brought in an estimat-
ed $40 million to New York 
City, according to a company 

statement. Founders Enter-
tainment has similar expec-
tations for the economic im-
pact of The Meadows. 

On Saturday and Sunday, 
the box office for The Mead-
ows will open at 11 a.m., gates 
will open at 11:45 a.m., and 
music starts at 12:15 p.m. The 
box office closes and the mu-
sic should end by 10 p.m. both 
evenings.

For more details on tick-
ets, transportation and ac-
tivities go to www.themead-
owsnyc.com. 

in the hospital’s hospice care 
unit.

Schraeder told the audi-
ence about his aunt, who was 
diagnosed with a terminal 
carcinoma and needed medi-
cal help beyond home hospice 
care. Schraeder said the care 
given by the staff in the hos-
pital’s hospice care unit was 
exceptional, a feeling he said 
was shared by his aunt.

“On her deathbed, she said, 
‘I made the right decision com-
ing here,’” he said.

Dr. Alan Roth, the chair-
man of the hospital’s Depart-
ment of Family Medicine and 

the chief of the Palliative Care 
Medicine Department said 
that hospice care in a hospital 
was reserved for those with 
the most severe symptoms and 
needs, including pain medica-
tion delivered intravenously 
or patients that need frequent 
adjustments to their medica-
tion.

“Hospice is not a place. It’s 
a philosophy of care,” Roth 
said, noting that most hospice 
care was done in the home. 

Roth also said he hoped the 
refurbished care unit would 
help to educate the surround-
ing community about how pa-
tients can benefit from hospice 
care, noting that doctors are 
sometimes reticent to suggest 
it as an option and patients are 

sometimes unwilling to accept 
it as a treatment path, with the 
result being that patients often 
enter hospice care long into 
an illness, having undergone 
health difficulties that could 
have been mitigated through 
palliative care.

“It’s about the full circle of 
life,” he said. “It’s about the 
love of life.”

Roth said the renovations 
would take about six months 
to complete, and the hospital 
hoped to begin work within 
the month.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

tute, and SEIU 32BJ, as well 
as expert testimony from the 
Pew Charitable Trust.

It also heard from the In-
dependent Budget Office, the 
entity the task force recom-
mended take on the role of 
evaluator. A regular review 
process would allow the city 
to make more prudent deci-
sions about how to best use 
its resources, and bring in-
creased transparency to the 
city’s budget.

“The city needs to do much 
more to ensure that it isn’t 
simply throwing away tax-
payer money when it offers 

tax incentives,” City Council-
man Daniel Garodnick (D-
Manhattan), the chairman 
of the Council’s Economic 
Development Committee, 
said. “We deserve regular 
evaluation and a critical eye 
before these things go into 
perpetuity, and the recom-
mendations of this task force 
provide a blueprint for this 
evaluation.”

The task force met mul-
tiple times over a period of 
two years. Members included 
Seth Pinsky, RXR Realty; 
Javier Valdes, Make the Road 
New York; Marvin Markus, 
Goldman Sachs; Marilyn 
Marks Rubin, John Jay Col-
lege; and Hector Figueroa 
from SEIU 32BJ.

founding chair of the Higher 
Education committee.

She became Queens Bor-
ough President in 2001 as the 
first black woman and second 
woman to serve in the posi-
tion, immediately succeed-
ing Claire Shulman, who was 
present at the dedication cer-
emony.

During her time in office, 
Marshall allocated more than 

$600 million in capital projects 
which went toward education 
and public spaces as well as 
local organizations. She was 
known for her positong in sup-
port of better health care, elder 
care, quality education and en-
vironmental protection.

Others in attendance were 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis), state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria), 
Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills), Coun-
cilmen Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D- Sunnyside) and Council-

man Peter Koo (D-Flushing), 
among others.

The Helen Marshall Cul-
tural Center can be rented for 
events through the New York 
City Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services’ Of-
fice of Special Events.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 5 
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Tax breaks

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/30/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995
48k miles, Stk#23027

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495 $7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995BUY 
FOR: BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995

$16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$8,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#245900
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/30/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

48k miles, Stk#18214
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

45k miles, Stk#23210

$34,888
‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#25763

$15,995 $15,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$38,950
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,995
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Whitestone chapter of Vietnam Veterans of America 
tweets out this photo to announce that a site for a Queens 
Veterans Memorial in Elmhurst Park has been selected.  

Twitter

The commanding officer of the 109th Precinct tweeted these before and after photos of Weeping Beach Park at 37th Avenue and Bowne Street in Flushing, letting everyone know that the 
homeless encampment there has been taken care of.  Twitter

Here come the borough beauties. this year's Miss Queens is 
Mackenzie Perpich (r), seen here shortly after being crowned 
alongside Miss Brooklyn, Brittney Hollingsworth. Next 
stop: the Miss New York pageant and, if all goes well, Miss 
America.  Courtesy of the Miss Brooklyn & Miss Queens Pageant

FDNY Commissiner Daniel Nigro (l) promoted 116 new first lieutenants and captains at cer-
emonies in Brooklyn this month—but only two new chiefs, including Bradley Walls (c) of 
Middle Village, here with his wife and daughters.  

In Corona, celebrating the career of Andrew Jackson 
(c), the driving force behind the Langston Hughes 
Community Library until he retired earlier this year, are 
Rep. Joe Crowley (l) and Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry. 

Courtesy of Rep. Crowley

Bayside High School defeated Eleanor Roosevelt High School at Yankee Stadium last June 
to win the school’s first PSAL Baseball championship. To mark the moment, Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein presents the team with a commendation. Shown here (l-r): Assistant 
Coach Kevin Brown, First Baseman Jesse Spellman, Shortstop Daniel Alfonso and 
Assemblyman Braunstein.                                 Courtesy of Assemblyman Braunstein 
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Holy Cross High School’s

2016 FALL  
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 16, 2016  
from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Presentations at 1:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

RSVP online at  
www.holycrosshs.org

For more information,  
please call Mr. Robert Botero  

718.886.7250, Ext. 558  
or send a text to 718.309.0589

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for the fi rst ever Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Deadline for Nominations is September 23, 2016.

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in January 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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A dults know when they 
are beginning to experi-
ence trouble with their 

vision. In such instances, men 
and women will book appoint-
ments with their eye doctors 
to determine what’s causing 
their problems. But whether 
it’s a fear of eyeglasses or sim-
ply feeling their symptoms are 
normal, kids might be hesi-
tant to tell their parents about 
any vision problems they’re 
having. As a result, parents 
must learn to recognize cer-
tain warning signs that indi-
cate their children are experi-
encing vision problems. 

Vision problems in young-
sters can be especially prob-
lematic, as many of the les-
sons kids learn in school still 
begin on a chalkboard. The 
following are some potential 
indicators that kids might be 
dealing with vision problems 
that require medical atten-
tion:

Reading habits: As young-
sters learn to read, they might 
use their fi ngers to keep their 
place while they fi gure out 
the pronunciation of certain 
words. But kids eventually 
grow out of that habit. Kids 
who are still doing so long af-
ter they have learned to read 
may be having trouble seeing 
words on the page. 

Viewing habits: Kids who 
sit too close to the television 
may be struggling to see what’s 

on the screen, as opposed to just 
being overexcited to see their 
favorite shows. Kids who pre-
fer to watch programs on tab-
lets they can hold as opposed 
to televisions may also make 
that choice because it’s easier 
for them to see on their tablets 
than on the television. 

Eye rubbing: Many kids, 
and even adults, rub their eyes 
when they are feeling fatigued. 
But kids who seem to rub their 

eyes frequently and at times of 
the day when they should not 
be tired may be experiencing 
vision troubles.

Eye activity: Some kids 
begin to close one eye when 
reading, watching television, 
or attempting to read signs. 
That may be indicative of a 
refractive vision disorder, in 
which the eye struggles to fo-
cus, or refract, light correctly 
on the retina. 

Parents must know the warning signs that indicate their children are 
experiencing vision problems — and require medical attention. 

Adjusting the lighting around their work areas is one way for men and 
women to reduce computer-related eye strain.

Simple ways to 
fi ght eye fatigue
E ye strain affects peo-

ple from all walks of 
life. Many profession-

als suffer as a result of too 
many hours spent staring at 
computer screens. The same 
can be said for children, who 
might spend hours doing 
homework on their comput-
ers before hitting the couch 
for a few spirited rounds of 
video games.

Whatever the cause of 
your eye strain, it’s impor-
tant that people recognize 
they are not defenseless 
against this common foe. 
But before you can combat 
eye strain, it’s best to con-
fi rm that your vision trou-
bles are the result of it and 
not something more seri-
ous. Eye doctors can pro-
vide such confi rmation, but 
you can also be on the look-
out for common symptoms 
of eye strain:

Symptoms of 
eye strain

Perhaps the most com-
mon side effect of is how 
annoying it can feel. Pro-
fessionals working at their 
desks, truck drivers spend-
ing long, uninterrupted 
hours on the road, and stu-
dents working on school-
work can attest that time 
tends to fl y once they get 
in a zone. While landing 
in that zone can lead to in-
creased productivity, the 
Mayo Clinic notes that the 
following are some symp-
toms that can pop up when 
eyes are overused:

• Sore, tired, burning, or 
itching eyes

• Abnormally watery eyes
• Abnormally dry eyes

• Blurred or double vision
• Headache
• Increased sensitivity to 

light
• Feeling that you cannot 

keep your eyes open

How to address 
eye strain

If you remain uncertain 
about what is causing your 
vision troubles, consult your 
eye doctor. If eyestrain is the 
culprit, then there are some 
ways to remedy your prob-
lems:

Adjust lighting. Use a 
screen fi lter when staring at 
a computer screen. When you 
will be spending long hours 
at a desk, the Mayo Clinic 
suggests lighting your work 
area with a shaded light po-
sitioned in front of you — 
which can prevent light from 
shining directly into your 
eyes.

Take frequent breaks. 
When sitting at your desk, 
look away from your moni-
tor. The Mayo Clinic notes 
that looking at something 
20 feet away for 20 seconds 
every 20 minutes can pro-
vide the respite your eyes 
need.

Make yourself cry (ar-

tifi cially). Artifi cial tears, 
which are over-the-counter 
products that can be found 
at many pharmacies, can re-
fresh dry eyes. But artifi cial 
tears also can be used to pre-
vent eyes from drying out. 
Even if your eyes feel nor-
mal, a few drops of artifi cial 
tears can keep them lubri-
cated and prevent the onset 
of eye strain. 

Learn more about eye 
strain at www.aao.org.  

Keep an eye out

C hildren’s vision prob-
lems often become ap-
parent when youngsters 

fi rst enter school. Poor perfor-
mance in the classroom may 
have little to do with a learn-
ing disability or a stubborn 
student, and a lot to do with 
poor vision.

Parents may fi nd it chal-
lenging to acclimate a child 
to eyeglasses, but there are 
a few strategies to help make 
that transition go more 
smoothly:

Shop together: Children 
may be more receptive to eye-
glasses if they get to choose 
those glasses. Kids should se-
lect various pairs of glasses 
they like and try them on. 

Dispell fears of ‘ugly’ 

glasses: Lens and frame tech-
nology has transformed the 
look and feel of eyeglasses. 
Lenses may be thinner and 
less apparent than ever be-
fore. Eyeglass manufacturers 
have developed frames that 
are bendable or almost en-
tirely invisible thanks to fra-
meless lenses. 

Present positive images 

of glasses-wearing role 

models: In addition to many 
celebrities, such as Tina Fey, 
Elle Fanning, Justin Timber-
lake, Joe Jonas, and Anne 
Hathaway, who frequently don 
eyeglasses, there are likely 
many people in your family 
or group of friends who wear 

glasses, and kids often want to 
emulate their elders. 

Choose the right time: 
Make sure a child is well 
rested and happy before she 
dons eyeglasses for the fi rst 
time. Start with a few minutes 
per day and build up to wear-
ing the glasses for the pre-
scribed duration. 

Point out benefi ts: High-
light activities that will be 
improved by better vision as 
they relate to your kids’ in-
terests. Perhaps glasses will 
make gaming easier. Point out 
to kids who love to read how 
much more comfortable they 
are now that they can see the 
words on the page more eas-
ily. 

Help kids adapt to eyeglasses

Spot warning signs of childhood vision troubles

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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You found 
shoes in the
freezer

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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For more information and to fi nd out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete access and control you 
desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank 
online banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVEN

4 Hour Buffet Menu
Salad Bar/ Rolls/ Carving Station/ 5 Chafing Dishes/ Holidays Cake
Open Bark, Draft Beer, Red & White Wine, Soft Drinks

Passed Appetizers: Chef’s selection
Garden Salad: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
Carving Station: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, Gravies and Condiments
Chicken Marsala: Mushrooms & Rosemary
Seabass “Marechiaro”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
Penne Ala Vodka: Tomato Cream Sauce
Mashed Potatoes: Caramelized Onions
Roasted Vegetable Medley
Holiday Cake, Coffee & Tea

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW!
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787
@Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

Private Rooms: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 + tax p/ p 
(50 person minimum)

Thursday: $65.00 + tax p/p (50 person minimum)

Friday & Saturday: $75.00 + tax p/p (100 person Minimum)

Sunday: $75 + tax p/p (50 person Minimum)

Book Your Holiday party by October 1ST and receive a  
Complimentary Holiday Viennese table for your event!

For those smaller companies that cannot meet minimum guest 
count, we can offer a semi privates area in our main ballroom 

(with other groups of guests
DJ included

December 9 & December 14th only $60.00 tax p/p (10 person minimum)
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you remember the 21st 
night of September as some-
thing more than just a date on 
the calendar, then Forest Hills 
Stadium next weekend may be 
the place for you.

Just in case you were won-
dering, it’s also the famous first 
line from “September”—Earth, 
Wind & Fire’s No. 1 R&B single, 
which filled the airwaves when 

it came out in 1978.
Earth, Wind & Fire is just 

one of the many acts from dis-
co’s heyday to be performing 
at the all-star Freak Out Let’s 
Dance FOLD NY Festival, 
which is coming to Forest Hills 
Stadium Saturday, Oct. 8.

The festival is being curated 
and produced by Grammy-win-
ning composer, producer and 
guitarist Nile Rodgers, who will 
be headlining with his multi-plat-

inum band CHIC—of “Le freak, 
c’est chic” fame. And if those 
musical icons aren’t enough for 
you, how about the Divine Miss 
M herself? Bette Midler is on 
the festival lineup as well, tak-
ing a break from preparations 
for her upcoming Broadway run 
of “Hello, Dolly!” by performing 
with Rodgers and CHIC. 

Another act that captures 
the essence of the disco era—
The Village People—will be 

there, too, along with contem-
porary acts DJ Cassidy, Alex 
Newell and DJ Nicky Siano of 
Studio 54.

According to the event’s 
organizers, festival-goers can 
expect a kaleidoscope of styles, 
with lots of spontaneity. Span-
ning every popular genre, 
including electronica and old-
school classics in addition to 
disco, FOLD NY promises a 
memorable event that combines 

get down and boogie music with 
big fun to be had by everyone 
(that’s another line from the 
CHIC hit “Le Freak”). 

In a promo video describing 
the upcoming concert, Rod-
gers said, “This is the turbo 
charger in my engine. This is 
what makes me feel great—
the fact that I can walk out on 
stage and play with people that 
I respect and that I love.”

TimesLedger, Sept. 30-Oct. 6, 2016

EVERYBODY 
DANCE

FREAK OUT LET’S DANCE BRINGS THE DISCO ERA BACK TO FOREST HILLS STADIUM

Bette Midler will be on stage 
at Forest Hills Stadium Oct. 8 

AP Photo/Isaac Brekken

Continued on Page 44
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The Underpants Godot — 
This farce is about a director 
who’s surreptitiously 
rehearsing for an avant-
garde production of “Waiting 
for Godot,” with the main 
characters played by young 
men in their underpants 
instead of old men. A 
representative from the 
notoriously litigious Samuel 
Beckett estate crashes a 
rehearsal to investigate 
and decide whether the 
performance should be 
allowed. 
When: Through Oct. 2, 7:30 
pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02-23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Apartment for Sale 
(tenant included) OR Se 
Vende Apartemento (con 
inquilino) — This play by 
Spanish playwright Juan 
Carlon Rubio tells the story 
of three peculiar characters: 
an old woman who only has 

the apartment she lives in, a 
young businesswoman who 
has everything she wants 
and a real estate salesman 
who is a total disaster. On 
alternate nights, the play will 
be performed in English and 
Spanish versions.
When: In English—Sept. 30, 8 
pm;  Oct. 1, 3 pm; Oct. 7, 8pm. 
In Spanish—Oct. 1, 8 pm; Oct. 
2, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theater, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Hedda Gabler — Hedda 
is an unhappy newlywed. 
Bored with her new station 
in life, she can’t resist 
creating catastrophe when 
the means to do so present 
themselves. Her desire to 
control cannot be satisfi ed 
until she, herself, becomes 
the object. Written with 
an eerie silkiness, this 
play effortlessly builds 
to a horrifi c climax, with 
plenty of comedy, character 

development and plot twists 
along the way.
When: Thursday, Oct. 6, 7:30 
p.m. (performances through 
Oct. 16)
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02-23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: Seniors/Students/
Under 35, $13; General, $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: http://
instigatorsheddagabler.bpt.
me/

The Importance of Being 
Ernest — Both Jack and 
Algy pretend their names 
are Ernest. Jack loves 
Gwendolyn. Algy loves 
Cecily. Both women love 
“Ernest.” Miss Prism loves 
Rev. Chasuble--a celibate--
and Lady Bracknell doesn’t 
love anything much at 
all! Confusion ensues and 
tempers fl are in this witty, 
scandalous farce. 
When: Friday, Oct. 7, 7:30 
p.m. (performances through 
Oct. 16)
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02-23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: Seniors/Students/
Under 35, $13; General, $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website:  http://
instigatorsbeingearnest.
bpt.me 

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY STEVE BARNES

From the moment 
you’re handed your pro-
gram, it is clear that 
“The Underpants Godot,” 
currently running at The 
Secret Theatre in Long 
Island City, is an unusu-
al production.

Instead of just one 
playbill, there are two. 
The outer one is for the 
show within the show, a 
production of “Waiting 
for Godot” being put on by 
a group called “Bleeding 
Unicorn Productions.” 
The inner one is for “The 
Underpants Godot” it-
self, and the relationship 
between those two pro-
grams pretty much en-
capsulates the story that 
Duncan Pflaster’s play 
tells. Named Best Play in 
the Secret Theater’s 2015 
UNFringed Festival, it 
is at once a farcical look 
at the theater business, 
an examination of the 
problems involved in re-

interpreting an author’s 
work and a look at how 
sexuality influences the 
way we look at art.

Oh, and as the title 
might lead you to expect, 
it is mostly performed by 
actors wearing little more 
than their underpants.

As the play begins, 
Douglas (Patrick Walsh), 

the director of the Beckett 
play within the Pflaster 
play, is seen dealing in 
a rather harried man-
ner with the inevitable 
problems any director 
faces. Whether barking 
cues to the tech staff up 
in the booth or dealing 
with an actor who wants 
the rehearsal schedule 

changed so he can go 
home early, Douglas is 
a burst of comic energy, 
setting up a frantic, slap-
stick tone that becomes 
increasingly complicated 
as the story moves along.

Then the actors for the 
play within the play come 
in. Mark (Mark-Eugene 
Garcia), who portrays 

Vladimir in the Beckett 
play, and Tim (Roberto 
Alexander), who is Es-
tragon, do their best to get 
into the mood of the piece. 
That attempt is first in-
terrupted when Biff (Mi-
chael Andrew Daly), the 
production’s Pozzo, bursts 
in and begins making his 
attempts to reorganize ev-
erything.

But that interruption, 
it turns out, is the least 
of everyone’s problems. 
Soon a fully dressed 
intruder invades their 
space—Tara (Alyssa Si-
mon), a representative of 
the Samuel Beckett es-
tate. It seems that she has 
been informed about this 
scantily clad version of 
Beckett’s piece and is not 
at all pleased. She wants 
to get a look at what’s go-
ing on, so that she can 
decide whether or not the 
production can continue.

This sets off a chain 
of conflicts and discus-
sions. While Tara and 

Douglas head offstage 
to hash out their diffi-
culties, the actors are 
left alone to talk about 
how they view the play 
itself, the whole idea of 
so-called cutting-edge 
directors continually re-
inventing plays and the 
ways in which one’s per-
sonal life collides with 
what happens on stage.

The resulting mono-
logues and interchanges 
are both amusing and 
enlightening. From a 
discussion of the end-
less versions of Shake-
speare’s “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” to an 
analysis of the merits of 
the “Batman” films di-
rected by Joel Schumach-
er, each actor is given his 
moment in the spotlight 
to tell his own story and 
pass his own judgment 
on this production of 
“Waiting for Godot.”

In fact, the fate of the 
production itself becomes 

Patrick Walsh (l-r), Mark-Eugene Garcia, Roberto Alexander and Alyssa Simon in "The 
Underpants Godot." Photo by Reiko Yanagi

‘The Underpants Godot’ works on many levels
Secret Theatre gives modern look at Beckett’s classic play a raucous, racy spin

Continued on Page 44

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, New York | At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our

Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon
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FILM

Movies Under the Stars: The 
Jungle Book — Director Jon 
Favreau uses visually stunning 
CGI to create the community 
of animals surrounding Mowgli 
(Neel Sethi), a human boy 
adopted by a pack of wolves. 
This version of the Rudyard 
Kipling classic features the 
voices of Idris Elba, Ben 
Kingsley, Bill Murray, Scarlett 
Johansson, Christopher 
Walken, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Giancarlo Esposito and Garry 
Shandling. The movie begins 
at dusk. You should come 
early to get a spot and bring a 
chair or blanket. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 1, 7 
pm - 9 pm
Where: 47th Street Entrance 
and 20th Avenue in Paul 
Raimonda Playground, Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/09/24/
movies-under-the-stars-the-
jungle-book

EVENTS

Rosh Hashanah — Rosh 
Hashanah services in Queens 
are held in synagogues, 
community centers, and 
churches around the 
borough. Many Queens Rosh 
HaShanah services are open 
to nonmembers for a fee, and 
some are free. Find a Rosh 
Hashanah service in Queens 
that meets your needs at 
http://www.ujafedny.org/
high-holidays/high-holiday-
services/ or contact UJA-
Federation’s J•1•1 Information 
and Referral Center at 
1.877.852.6951 for a free and 
confi dential referral.

MUSIC

The Meadows — This music 
and arts festival features 
the very best in hip hop, 
electronic, indie rock and 
more, featuring a lineup that 
includes Kanye West, Chance 
the Rapper, The Weeknd, Mac 
Miller, Cage the Elephant and 
many, many more.
When: Saturday and Sunday, 
Oct. 1 and Oct. 2, 11:45 am - 10 pm
Where: Citi Field, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: One-day general 
admission ticket, $115

Website: www.
themeadowsnyc.com

The Havana Cuba All-Stars 
— Cuba’s greatest and most 
prominent musicians share 
their rich musical heritage 
from the Rumba to the Cha-
Cha-Cha to the Habanera, 
with a program of songs and 
music celebrating the musical 
legacy and cultural diversity 
of the Cuban people.  The 
Havana Cuba All-Stars bring 
an authentic Cuban concert 
experience; with infectious 
melodies, rhythmic drums 
and castanets, wailing 
trumpets, masterful guitars 
and amazing vocals. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 1, 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 
222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $45, $40, $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.visitqpac.org

The Songs of Music: Voices 
from Taiwan — Curated by Dr. 
Hsing-Lih Chou and Chinese 
American Arts Council, 
this concert will immerse 
the audience in beautiful 
harmonies from across the 
continents. The Hai Tien 
Chorus joins forces with the 
seasoned Taipei Harmonic 
Chorus to demonstrate 
compelling vocal techniques 
and collaborative efforts.
When: Sunday, Oct. 2, 1:30 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Drop-in Family Workshop: 
Magical Map Making — The 
Queens Museum invites 
children 5-12 and their adult 
companions to explore 
different works on view each 
week through a variety of 
fun hands-on art making 
activities. Children with special 
needs welcome, adaptations 
available. No fee or advance 
registration required. Just 
show up and stay for as long 
as you like. This week we will 
create magical maps using our 
imaginations in connection 
with the exhibit: Nonstop 
Metropolis: The Remix by 
Rebecca Solnit.
When: Sunday, Oct. 2, 1:30 
pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Unisphere Gallery 

(second fl oor), Queens 
Museum, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Museum admission is 
$8 for adults, $4 for senior, 
free for children 18 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

The Amazing Maize Maze 
— Kids and adults alike will 
have a blast fi nding their 
way out of this 3-acre corn 
maze! The adventure begins 
with a “Stalk Talk” to prepare 
you for the challenge of 
fi nding clues, solving puzzles, 
and making your way out 
of the maze. Feel up to the 
challenge? Then join us for 
the fun of getting lost and 
loving it! This year’s maze 
theme is “The Big Apple.”
When: Saturdays and 
Sundays through Oct. 30, 11 
am - 4:30 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $10 for adults, $5 for kids 
4-11; free for kids 3 and under
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Confl uence/Infl uence: 
Mingei in Contemporary 
Abstraction — Mingei, a 
Japanese folk craft movement 
that translates to “arts of the 
people,” contributed to the 
development of Abstraction 
in the mid-twentieth century. 
The artists in this show 
include Regina Bogat, Martha 
Clippinger, John Crawford, 
Kathy Erteman, Christopher 
French, Sheila Hicks, Richard 
Kalina, Ruth Laskey, Douglas 
Melini, Melissa Meyer, Alyssa 
Pheobus Mumtaz, Odili Donald 
Odita, Don Porcaro and Altoon 
Sultan
When: Through Sunday, Dec. 11
Where: Dorsky Gallery 
Curatorial Programs, 11-03 
45th Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 937-6317
Website: www.dorsky.org/

Language as Representation 
— Including works by John 
Baldessari, Nancy Dwyer, 
Neil Jenney, Barbara Kruger, 
Suzanne McClelland, Richard 
Prince and Ed Ruscha, this 
exhibit shows how words 
can also be striking visual 
elements in art.
When: Through Monday, 
Nov. 28
Where: Fisher Landau Center 
for Art, 38-27 30th St., Long 
Island City
Cost : Free
Contact: (718) 937-0727
Website: www.fl cart.org/
onview/

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
Sept. 30-Oct. 6, 2016

By Pete Canty

Let's Boogie
Across
1. Goes with
6. Coffee holders
10. Pet lovers' org.
14. Unmoving
15. Precedes 
police or act
16. Campus 
hangout
17. Skylit lobbies
18. Elizabeth's 
daughter
19. "Major" 
animal
20. Ray Lewis, 
e.g.
22. "Pronto!"
23. W.W. II vessel
24. Sweetie pie
26. Water a 
neighbor's plants, 
perhps
31. Mine find
32. Mgr.'s aide
33. Kings' toppers
35. Remove
39. "Aha!"
40. Follower of the 
beginning of 20A, 
57A, 10D, and 29D
42. Exposes
43. Hoarse
45. 10th-century 
pope
46. Poems of 
praise
47. Young fellow
49. Academic 
work

51. Just got (by)
55. Slip up
56. Desertlike
57. Complained
63. Extend credit
64. Burn balm
65. Point the 
finger at
66. Basilica area
67. Lip
68. Kind of 
column
69. Does and 
bucks
70. Ogles
71. Increase

Down
1. Type of tone
2. Not pro
3. Beach bird

4. Buffalo's county
5. Horse house
6. Of use
7. Pen call
8. In shape
9. Sound system
10. 8 to 64, e.g.
11. Handbag
12. Jose's houses
13. Go with  
the flow
21. Syrian leader
25. "You ___ here"
26. Head cover
27. Peak in Greek 
myth
28. Takes 
advantage of
29. Painter's 
equipment
30. Basic belief

34. Like many 
soccer draws
36. BMW rival
37. Fr. holy 
women
38. To be, to 
Brutus
41. Each partner
44. Chatter
48. Lower in rank
50. Saudi ___
51. Light lunch
52. Brunch 
serving
53. Wash cycle
54. Hold up
58. Misplace
59. Dolt
60. Poker unit
61. Let out
62. Art ___

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ELEMENTARY SYMBOLISM
C L E A N R H E A C O S T
R E T R O A U L D A N T E
A G A I N I N D O R A I L
G O L D F I N G E R B I L L

A D S R E P O R T S
H A B I T A T S S A N
A L A R H O W L S C A L E
L O B O O R E O S O T I S
T E E N Y M E L T P O E T

M A R P L A T Y P U S
S N E A K E R I R E
T O R I C O P P E R H E A D
R O A D E U R O R A T I O
E S S E S T O P O R A N G
P E E N S E W S R E S T S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

FITNESS

Seniors Fitness — Seniors 
Fitness offers free tennis 
lessons, yoga instruction 
and fi tness walking in parks 
across New York City. Just 
like City Parks Foundation’s 
free sports, arts and 
education programs for kids 
and communities throughout 
New York City, CityParks 
Seniors Fitness aims to 
keep neighborhood parks a 
great place for community 
activity. Even in moderate 
amounts, exercise can help 
us feel better, maintain or 
lose weight, reduce risk of 
heart disease and diabetes, 
and minimize the symptoms 
of arthritis. No matter 

how old we are, our bodies 
always benefi t from physical 
activity.
When: Monday, Oct. 3, 10 am 
–12 pm
Where: Astoria Park Field 
House in Astoria Park, Hoyt 
Avenue and 21st Street. Also 
at Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, 111th Street
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-8172
Website: www.
cityparksfoundation.org/
sports/seniors-fi tness/

COMEDY

The Creek & The Cave 
— “Dark Spots” is a 
monthly comedy show 
where comedians are 
asked to perform their 

darkest, saddest and most 
traumatic—but funny—bits. 
Hosted by Shane Torres 
(Comedy Bang Bang, Just 
for Laughs), Nate Fridson 
(Bridgetown Comedy 
Festival, AST Records), and 
Alison Zeidman (New York 
Times “Loose Ends,” Helium 
Comedy Club – Philadelphia), 
performers are asked to do 
a set inspired by a different 
dark theme, such as death, 
illness, depression, divorce, 
addiction, and more.
When: Saturday, Oct. 1, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com
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BY MARK HALLUM

Some things in New York 
City simply do not meet ex-
pectations. Take the Island 
City Outlaws, for example. 
When Matt Cusack and Alex 
Kerckhoff started bringing 
the cowboy tunes of Johnny 
Cash, Willie Nelson and Hank 
Williams—among others—to 
Queens about three years ago, 
acceptance from borough mu-
sical audiences might not have 
been totally expected. But 
that’s what has happened. 

LIC Bar, at 45-58 Vernon 
Blvd. in Long Island City, acts 
as the main headquarters for 
Island City Outlaws’ shows 
and was the location of their 
Labor Day performance pay-
ing tribute to one of the fa-
thers of the outlaw country 
movement, Waylon Jennings. 
Jennings is most famous for 
recording songs such as “Ma-
mas, Don’t Let Your Babies 
Grow Up to be Cowboys,” and 
“Luckenback, Texas” and for 
his membership in the country 
supergroup The Highwaymen, 
which also featured Cash, Nel-
son and Kris Kristofferson.

“It’s the sort of thing when 

we just talk to people, they don’t 
necessarily know this music or 
admit to being fans of it. But 
whenever we play it for them, 
they realize that they love it,” 
Kerckhoff said. “The reception 
in Long Island City has been 
really great. People that we’ve 
never met come because we put 
a poster up and they’ve been 
there the last two, three, four 
shows and they keep coming 
back, which is amazing.”

But Island City Outlaws is 
more than just a cover band. 
Each set they play is put to-
gether as a tribute to a single 
country music legend, rather 
than creating a mixed bag of 
cover songs. They are, howev-
er, also prone to play the oc-
casional original song. With 
Cusack on accoustic guitar 
and Kerckhoff playing his 
Fender Stratocaster, the first 
show Island City Outlaws 
performed was a tribute to 
Willie Nelson.

“The idea for the band is to 
do these tribute nights and have 
friends join in singing these 
old country standards and lost 
gems,” Cusack said. We usually 
have a handful of guest players 
and singers each time we put 

these nights together.”
The two said that keeping 

to a certain theme is not only 
fun for the audience, but it also 

helps the musicians to discover 
the more obscure hits from 
each artist. When Island City 
Outlaws paid tribute to Dolly 

Parton, they had to go beyond 
the tunes she is best known for.

“Getting into the deeper 
tracks is one of the more inter-
esting parts of focusing on one 
artist,” Cusack said.

With many of the artists 
to whom Island City Outlaws 
pays homage growing old and 
dying, the tributes become in-
creasingly sentimental. Guy 
Clark’s death was acknowl-
edged in May with Kerckhoff 
performing “Step Inside this 
House,” a song which was 
picked up by Lyle Lovett and 
became the title track on his 
1998 album.

The Island City Outlaws 
have a Hank Williams tribute 
slated for November. They are 
calling the show Hanksgiving.

The surprising aspect of 
sharing country music with 
New Yorkers, Cusack said, is 
that the dance hall aspect of 
the genre comes to the surface 
during live performances and 
audiences cannot help but get 
into the rhythm.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Alex Kerckhoff (l) and Matt Cusack of the Island City Outlaws. Instagram

Country music fi nds a home at LIC Bar

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

(Near Clearview Expressway)

FR E E
ADMISSION

RAFFLE DRAWING
Sunday, Oct. 9th

LIVE
GREEK MUSIC

Thurs
Fri

Midnight
Sunday

2016

With over fifty restaurants, Port Washing-
ton has long been known as restaurant 
capital of Long Island. For the second 
year, Port Washington will host its own 
Restaurant Week which is being orga-
nized by the Greater Port Washington 
Business Improvement District (BID). 
Starting Sunday, October 16 and running 
through Sunday, October 23, all of the 
participating restaurants will be offering a 
three-course Prix-Fixe menu for just $25. 
(On Saturday, October 22 only available 
to 7pm)

The following restaurants will be partici-
pating. To view all of their Prix-Fixe menus, 
please visit www.portwashingtonbid.org 

and click on “Restaurant Week”:
Ayhan’s Shish-Kebab Restaurant, 
BareBurger, Bosphorus Cafe Grill, Diwan 
Indian Restaurant, f.i.s.h on main, Finn 
Mac Cool’s, Frank’s Pizza, Gino’s Pizzeria 
& Restaurant, Guajiro Restaurant, Hana, 
Harbor Q, Louie’s Oyster Bar & Grille, 
Marco’s Waterfront Grill, Mi Ranchito Grill, 
Mojito Café, O’Hara’s Ale House & Grill, 
Port Thai Place, Rosso Uptown, Sullivan’s 
Quay, Toscanini Ristorante Italiano, The 
Wild Goose, Wild Honey on Main, and 
Yummy Gyro

We hope that you join us during Restau-
rant Week and see why Port Washington 
is known as the restaurant capital of Long 
Island.

 
IN PORT WASHINGTON

Restaurant Week 2016Come Join Us for 
Restaurant Week
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Rodgers, who pio-
neered a musical language 
that ignited the dawn of 
hip-hop, won CHIC 10 Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame 
nominations (though it 
never was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame), and gen-
erated groundbreaking 
pop hits like “Le Freak,” 
which was inducted into 
the 2015 Grammy Hall of 
Fame. That Rodgers and 
CHIC team brought down 
the house back in the day, 
when they first performed 
their chart-topping disco 
hits at the old Forest Hills 
Stadium. 

While Rodgers may 
perhaps be best known to 
audiences through CHIC’s 
songs, his influence on 
the music business as a 

songwriter, performer and 
producer in a variety of 
genres, over a span of 40 

years, makes him a partic-
ularly approriate choice to 
helm an event like this. The 
artists he has worked with 
could consititute their own 
wing in the Rock and Rock 
Roll Hall of Fame them-
selves. He has produced 
records for David Bowie 
(“Let’s Dance”), Madonna 
(“Like A Virgin”) and Di-
ana Ross (“Diana”), and 
has also collaborated with 
artists like Sister Sledge, 
Duran Duran, INXS, Mick 
Jagger, Grace Jones, Steve 
Winwood, Peter Gabriel, 
The B-52s and Michael 
Jackson. Those efforts 
have resulted in the sale 
of more than 200 million 
albums and 50 million sin-
gles worldwide.

Rodgers is currently at 
work on “It’s About Time,” 
the first new CHIC album 
in 25 years. “I’ll Be There,” 
the album’s first single, 

went to No. 1 on the Bill-
board Dance Chart, while 
the accompanying video 
generated nearly 3 million 
views in less than a week. 
In June, Nile Rodgers and 
his CHIC bandmate, Ber-
nard Edwards, became the 
latest inductees into the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame. 

In addition to headlin-

ing at the world’s most 
prestigious venues, Rod-
gers’ endeavors include 
his role as Chairman 
and Founder of the We 
Are Family Foundation, 
which is dedicated to cre-
ating programs that pro-
mote cultural diversity 
while nurturing and men-
toring the vision, talents 

and ideas of young people 
who are positively chang-
ing the world. That chari-
table work shares many 
of the same goals as his 
music does. “Art is some-
thing that opens up and 
enhances your emotions,” 
he says, “and that’s what I 
like to think I’m doing.”

Freak Out Let’s Dance 
is just one-half of a block-
buster weekend at Forest 
Hills Stadium. Sunday, 
Oct. 9, at 7:30 p.m, the 
stadium’s stage will host 
Van Morrison. Since the 
stadium debuted its 2016 
season, thousands of con-
cert-goers have enjoyed 
a diverse lineup of trail-
blazing movers and shak-
ers, including  Bob Dylan, 
Paul Simon, Dolly Parton, 
Louis C.K., Mumford & 
Sons, Flight of the Con-
chords, Chris Stapleton 
and Flume.

Continued from Page 39 

FESTIVAL

Nile Rodgers performs on stage during the 2015 BMI RB/Hip-
Hop Awards. Photo by Paul A. Hebert/Invision/AP

IF YOU GO

Nile Rodgers 
Freak Out Let’s 
Dance Festival

When: Sat., Oct 8
Doors: 4:00 pm / Show: 
5:00 pm to 10:00 pm
 (Rain or shine)
Where: Forest Hills 
Stadium, 1 Tennis Place, 
Forest Hills, Queens

Tickets are 
available at www.
foresthillsstadium.
com (Prices range from 
$88.50 to $299, plus 
applicable ticketing 
surcharges).
The stadium is easily 
accessible via all public 
transportation.

secondary to the surrounding 
stories of its characters. While 
the resolution of that fate is 
certain to amuse, it is the in-
terchanges between those 
characters that the audience is 

most likely to remember.
The acting, as in the Se-

cret’s production of “The 
Merchant of Venice,” is of a 
uniformly high quality. Si-
mon, as the Beckett estate 
representative, has the comic 
timing and loopy body lan-
guage of a natural comedian, 
and she uses it to good effect 

here. Walsh, as the director, 
is equally funny.

And the play within the 
play’s actors, who are respon-
sible for putting the word “un-
derpants” in the title of this 
production, are all excellent as 
well. That includes Jason Pin-
tar, who plays Kevin, the pro-
duction’s Lucky. While quiet 

for most of the show, he finally 
blazes forth in a monologue that 
exhibits a sharp comedic sense.

One slight warning: Dur-
ing most of the play within the 
play, the actors are in their 
underpants, but at a few mo-
ments they dispense with even 
that last vestige of clothing. 
But given the show’s theme, 

even then they remain totally 
in character.

“The Underpants Godot” 
runs through Oct. 2 at The 
Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St. 
Tickets are $15 in advance, 
$20 at the door. For more in-
formation, go to http://www.
secrettheatre.com/under-
pantsgodots.html. 

Continued from Page 41 

Godot

Adults: $49.+tax Children: $29.+tax (3-12 yrs old)

***THE DOUGLASTON MANOR*** 
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. * Douglaston NY * 718 224-8787

THE PILGRAM’S HARVEST TABLE 
VEGETABLES: Mushrooms, Artichokes, Roast Peppers, Bruschetta, Olives 
CHEESES: Fresh Mozzarella, Fontina, Provolone, Parmigiano 
CURED MEATS: Prosciutto, Soppressata, Dried Sausage 
SALADS: 3 Bean, Tortellini Salad, Roasted Beets, Tomato-Basil

CARVING STATION 
ROAST PRIME RIB: Rosemary Au Jus 
SMOKED COUNTRY HAM: Honey Glazed

Join Us At 
The Douglaston Manor

November 24th, 2016, From 1:00-5:00pm

HOT BUFFET 
SLOW ROASTE TURKEY: Sage Gravy, Chestnut Stuffing, 
                                           Fresh Cranberry Sauce 
HERB ROASED PORK: Apple Cider, Thyme, Roasted            
                                       Shallots 
BAKED FILET OF SOLE: Crabmeat Stuffing, Citrus Basil 
      Sauce 
SMASHED SWEET POTATOES: Caramelized Onions 
HERB ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH 
BACON MAC ‘N’ CHEESE

MASHED POTATO BAR 
YUKON GOLD MASHED, Sweet Onions & Fixins Sour  
     Cream / Bacon / Cheddar / Gravy

DOUGLASTON MANOR VIENNESE TABLE 
Pumpkin Pie / Apple Pie / Tarts / Cakes / Canolli’s / 
Cookies / Pastries / Fresh Fruit / Chocolate Fondue

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 

Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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We are looking for  
New York City’s Cutest Pet

To enter/vote and view prize details

www.cnglocal.com/cutestpet

T he pet with the most votes wins!

How does it work?
1. Visit CNG’s online contest page
2. Upload a photo of your Pet
3. Readers vote for the cutest pet

FREE TO  

VOTE!

FREE TO  

ENTER!

PET GIFT BASKET  

OR OTHER GREAT 

PRIZES!

WIN

Enter 
Now

 

sponsored by:

CutestCutestCutest
Pet ContestPet ContestPet Contest

ENTRIES AND VOTING CLOSES OCTOBER 14, 2016 
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

There’s still a lot of season 
left—that was the message 
Molloy soccer coach Andy 
Kostel gave his team after the 
Stanners 1-0 loss to Fordham 
Prep Sept. 22.

The CHSAA crossover 
matchup was a rematch of 
last year’s city champion-
ship—one that saw Molloy 
nab a 1-0 victory in double 
OT—and while the regular-
season loss certainly stung, 
the squad knows there’s still 
plenty of time to turn things 
around.

“It was tough when we 
beat them last year,” Kostel 
said. “Now it’s just the feeling 
reversed and we still have a 
season to work on it.”

The game-winning goal 
came in the 75th minute 
of play as Fordham Prep 
sophomore midfielder Jorge 

Gonzalez connected on a per-
fectly placed ball just outside 
the box. 

Gonzalez—who came 
into the game as a sub just 
moments before his goal—
grabbed control after a Rams’ 
throw-in and a header by 
James Corsantiti, directing 
the ball into the back of the 
net.

“I just knew I was going 
to hit it,” he said. “One touch 
and I knew it was going to go 
in. I was very happy for the 
goal.”

But while Gonzalez’s 
game-winner seemed to come 
almost easily, possession was 
not easy to come by in the 
matchup and much of the first 
half was played at midfield as 
the two squads struggled to 
find a rhythm.   

Fordham Prep seized a bit 
of control just minutes before 

BY LAURA AMATO

McClancy baseball star 
Quincy Holmes has picked up 
so many accolades and been 
named to so many all-star 
teams over the last few months 
that the senior speedster has 
gotten used to seeing his name 
listed among the top players in 
the country. 

But, this time, things were 
a bit different. 

Holmes was named to Team 
USA’s 18U squad last week—af-
ter several days of competing 
against 39 other prospects in 
Houston—and the outfielder is 
the first to admit he’s thrilled 
with this latest honor. 

“It’s just excitement,” Holm-
es said. “I wasn’t too surprised 
to make the team, but it’s cra-
zy to think about making this 
team. I was just dreaming of 
being here last year.”

Holmes—who commit-

ted to Mississippi State last 
year—made a country-wide 
name for himself this summer 
with standout performances 
at the Perfect Game National 
Showcase and USA Baseball’s 
Tournament of Stars. 

But these last few days in 
Houston—which included a 
game at Minute Maid Park and 
matchups against area college 
squads—let Holmes show just 
how dominant he can be on the 
diamond. He connected on an 
RBI-single in Team USA’s 5-4 
extra-inning loss to Texas on 
Saturday and is nothing short 
of confident going forward. 

“I had a good game that day, 
so it was just kind of feeling 
that this is really happening 
and it’s been incredible,” Hol-
mes said. Holmes’ reputation 
on the field has been built on 
his athleticism. His speed—
both on the base paths and in 
the outfield—drew interest 

from top-tier college programs 
long before he committed to 
the Bulldogs. And now that 
he’s cemented his roster spot 
with Team USA, Holmes is 
ready to take that athleticism 
across international borders. 
The squad played a handful of 
tune-up games in Texas earlier 
in the week before heading to 
the PanAm Games in Mexico 
Friday. 

“It’s still crazy to me right 
now,” Holmes said. “I know I 
made the team and we’ve al-
ready started playing, but it’s 
still crazy to think about mak-
ing this squad and then going 
to another country to play 
baseball.” 

Holmes, of course, was fo-
cused on putting bat on ball 
throughout his time in Texas, 
but he also made sure to relish 
the opportunities in front of 
him. 

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50

McClancy senior Quentin Holmes has racked up baseball accolades over the last few months, but making Team 
USA's 18U squad last week, and competing in the PanAm Games, was a big-time moment for the outfielder.  

Photo by Robert Cole

Fordham Prep's Shane Queenan and Molloy's Jack Mangin fight for 
the ball during a CHSAA crossover soccer matchup.  CNG/Laura Amato

Holmes hits the top
McClancy baseball star makes lineup for Team USA

Molloy fails to score, 
falls to Fordham
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BY LAURA AMATO

For three St. John’s volley-
ball stars, one big thing to re-
member is to not speak Italian 
on the court. 

Erica Di Maulo, Gaia 
Traballi and Margherita Bi-
anchin grew up thousands of 
miles away from the St. John’s 
campus—playing volleyball 
in Italy—but the trio found 
their way to Queens and the 
group have settled into their 
roles with relative ease.

It hasn’t always been 
easy—that pesky language 
barrier does get in the way 
from time to time—but the 
Red Storm’s Italian coalition 
is determined to make sure 
things work, both on and off 
the court. 

“In a game point of view, 
it’s a lot easier to play [when 
we’re together]. We can com-
municate faster on the court,” 
said Bianchin, a sophomore 
outside hitter and captain this 
season. 

“We had to learn how to 
manage the situation because 
we play in America and our 
teammates speak English on 
the court. We learn that we 
can’t talk too much in Italian 
because our teammates have 
to understand what’s going 
on. But we’re definitely get-
ting better.”

Bianchin, who leads the 

team in kills (point-scoring 
plays) this season, came to 
St. John’s a year before her 
teammates—recruited by Red 
Storm coach Joanne Persico—
but she did her best to make 
sure both Di Maulo and Tra-
balli were comfortable as soon 
as they got on campus. 

The trio communicated be-
fore the season began this fall 
and the team has welcomed 
the group with open arms. Af-

ter all, the three of them have 
become a key part of the Red 
Storm’s plans this season. 

“I don’t like to use cliches 
like changing the culture, but 
I think we’ve really done a 
good job of creating an atmo-
sphere where they feel safe 
and secure and supported,” 
Persico said. “They’ve worked 
so hard just to get here, taking 
the SAT in another language, 
and everything is totally dif-

ferent. We’re really proud of 
them and we’re really pushing 
everybody.”

St. John’s is a young squad 
this season, starting four 
freshmen, but the Red Storm 
is also determined and its 
Italian trio is focused on one 
goal—winning. 

After all, they didn’t cross 
an ocean to come up short of 
that goal. 

“I think we have moments 

when we play really well and 
then there are moments when 
we play really bad,” Di Maulo 
said. “If we can manage this 
attitude, I think we can do re-
ally well.”

They Red Storm team may 
be young, but they boast some 
serious experience, including 
the Italian trio. In fact, Tra-
balli and Di Maulo are well 
acquainted with each other’s 
games—having competed to-
gether and against each other 
while they were growing up. 

“In Italy we played a lot 
of years and many of us have 
played in a national champi-
onship or at a playoff level,” 
said Traballi, who boasts 177 
kills this season. “I think we 
are young, but know what we 
are doing and we know how to 
do it.”

The Red Storm’s Italian trio 
isn’t the only international as-
pect of this team. The squad 
boasts six players from other 
countries and while finding 
and even footing hasn’t al-
ways been easy, St. John’s 
main goal—winning—is clear 
in any language. 

“This is what we’re trying 
to show to everyone,” Persico 
said. “We are different, but we 
have common goals and we 
love to play volleyball and a 
lot of positive things can come 
out of that.”

BY LAURA AMATO 

For the sixth straight 
year, the St. John’s men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
combined practicing the fun-
damentals of the game with 
raising money for the Pedi-
atric Cancer Research Foun-
dation as they quite literally 
dribbled around campus in 
the Dribble for the Cure.

But while the Red Storm 
coaches were certainly happy 
to see their players with a ball 
in their hands—just a few days 
removed from the start of the 
season—the money raised for 
the cause was the main focus 
of Saturday’s event. 

This year’s event raised 
over $105,000 for the Founda-
tion and the event has now 
raised more than $500,000 at 
St. John’s since it started in 
Queens in 2011. 

“It means a lot to be here, 
to be here for the kids and all 

of the families going through 
things,” said sophomore guard 
Malik Ellison. “It’s great to be 
here with my teammates and 
for us to bond. The little kids 
get excited and that’s the best 

part.”
Dribble for the Cure first 

started at St. John’s as a carry-
over from former coach Steve 
Lavin’s time at UCLA. In fact, 
the Pediatric Cancer Research 

Foundation is based out of Cal-
ifornia. 

But, even after Lavin left 
the Red Storm, the teams 
maintained their relationship 
with the organization and the 

event has only gotten bigger 
over the last few years. 

“I’ve watched this event 
grow so it’s really cool to 
watch an event from Califor-
nia come out here to New York 
and be able to pass on the love 
and generosity that you guys 
have for the research we’ve 
supported for over 35 years,” 
said Jeri Wilson, the executive 
director of the Pediatric Can-
cer Research Fund.

The money raised over the 
last six years has already been 
put into action and, after a 
few hours of dribbling around 
campus, the Red Storm basket-
ball teams have helped ensure 
the future of many children 
across the country. 

Dribble for the Cure funds 
the research of Dr. Mitchell 
Cairo whose work over the last 
few years has raised survival 
rates in certain types of child-
hood cancers from 20 percent 

The St. John's men's and women's basketball took to a slightly different court  Saturday, dribbling around 
campus as part of the sixth annual Dribble for the Cure event.  St. John's Athletics

Margherita Bianchin, Erica Di Maulo and Gaia Traballi have given the St. John's volleyabll team a dinstinctly in-
ternational flavor this season, joining the squad after growing up in Italy.  St. John's Athletics

SJU players use hoops skills for worthy cause

Italian volleyball trio joins Red Storm 

Continued on Page 50
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BY LAURA AMATO

Former St. John’s pitcher 
Alex Katz missed a week of 
school to get a shot playing in 
the World Baseball Classic, 
but he’s more than convinced 
that it was worth it. 

Katz—who is currently 
in his final semester at the 
school— earned a spot on the 
Team Israel roster earlier this 
year and, Sunday night, saw 
the team earn its first-ever 
berth to the World Baseball 
Classic in Seoul next year. 

Israel defeated Great Brit-
ain 9-1 at MCU Park in Brook-
lyn in the final game of the 
qualifying tournament and 
while Katz didn’t do much 
pitching over the course of 
the weekend, he couldn’t have 
been more pleased with what 
the squad accomplished. 

“This is a dream come 
true,” Katz said. “The ultimate 
goal of this experience is to 
spread the game of baseball in 
Israel. Hopefully winning this 
tournament, we can spread 
the growth of the game.”

Katz was one of 20 MLB-af-

filiated players on the Israeli 
roster, and he’s hoping that the 
team’s success will help spark 
a brand-new interest in base-
ball across the country. 

A 27th-round pick by the 
Chicago White Sox in 2015, 
Katz was promoted to Class A 
Advanced at the end of the 2016 
season, playing four games 
with the Winston-Salem Dash 
of the Carolina League. Over 
those four games he posted a 
1.69 ERA, allowing just two 
hits and one run over 5.1 in-
nings. 

“I had a pretty good sea-
son,” Katz said. “The last cou-
ple of months I’ve been pretty 
happy just getting promoted to 
high-A. That definitely helped 
my confidence.”

Of course, those kinds of 
numbers aren’t foreign to 
Katz, who helped lead the Red 
Storm to a Big East title dur-
ing his junior season. 

In fact, he consid-
ers his seasons at St. 
John’s as some of his best. 
“My junior year, especially, 
was fantastic,” Katz said. “We 
had six guys drafted that year 

and then a couple other guys 
got picked up the year after. So 
that just shows the type of pro-
gram we have there.”

Katz wasn’t the only play-
er on the Israeli roster with 
Queens-based ties. Former 
Mets infielders John Satin and 
Ike Davis also competed for 
the squad, drawing fans to the 
Coney Island Boardwalk. 

A Long Island native, Katz 
came back to Queens the day 
after winning the WBC Qual-
ifier—getting back into the 
swing of classes as he preps to 
graduate this December. 

He didn’t pack a stat sheet 
over the weekend, but the 
experience is one Katz won’t 
soon forget and the cheers of 
the small, but very loud crowd, 
at MCU will ring in his ears 
for weeks to come. 

It was worth the missed 
assignments and extra work 
he’ll have to make up. 

“It was an amazing expe-
rience so far,” Katz said. “It’s 
only the beginning and I can’t 
wait to go to South Korea in 
March.”

BY LAURA AMATO

The Christ the King foot-
ball team is keeping it dra-
matic. 

They staged yet another 
late-game, goal-line stand on 
Saturday afternoon, holding 
off St. Anthony’s two-point 
conversion attempt to notch 
a 14-12 victory and improve 
to 3-0 on the season.

It was the second straight 
week of final-second drama 
for the Royals, who kept Poly 
Prep out of the end zone on 
the final play of the game to 
seal a victory in week 2.

While the defense held 
strong once again, the offense 
was sparked by quarterback 
Demetrius Wilson. Wilson 
went 11-for-16 through the 
air for 148 yards, while Sid-
diq Muhammad and Hasan 
Chambers rounded out the 
effort with rushing touch-
downs. 

Anthony Lang, mean-
while, was a tackling force 
on defense, racking up a 
team-best eight takedowns 
in the victory as well as a 
sack.

Although the victory may 
have been a bit too close for 
complete comfort—St. An-
thony’s scored with just 20 
seconds left in regulation—a 
win is a win and, right now, 
Christ the King is winning 
games. 

Bayside 33, Jamaica 

6: The Commodores stayed 
perfect on the season with 
another solid showing, cruis-
ing to a win in the Bowl Con-
ference tilt. 

Tequan Evans threw for 
152 yards and a touchdown 
pass to Robert Williams. 
Jonathan Cato chipped in 90 
yards on the ground and two 
touchdowns, while Williams 
finished with 202 all-purpose 
yards. 

Springfield 26, Grady 0: 

Senai Haywood rushed for 88 
yards and two touchdowns 
and added an interception on 
defense to spark the Golden 
Eagles. Neiko Morris added 
six tackles and two sacks as 
well. 

Holy Trinity 47, St. 

Francis Prep 18: The Ter-
riers couldn’t slow down 
Holy Trinity’s offense in the 
lopsided loss on Saturday. If 

there was a silver lining for 
St. Francis, however, it came 
from quarterback Christo-
pher Auricchio who notched 
a passing TD and two-point 
conversion. 

Info Technology 26, 

Kipp NYC College Prep 

22: Both teams racked up 
the yardage, combining for 
541 yards, but Info Tech 
was able to pull out the win 
with a fourth-quarter touch-
down. Quarterback Clifford 
Jackson led the charge with 
207 passing yards and three 
touchdowns, including two 
to Peter Pogorzelski. 

Curtis 44, Flushing 

12: A 20-point third quarter 
was enough to put Flushing 
in a hole the squad couldn’t 
climb its way out of on Satur-
day afternoon.

Curtis’ two-QB attack 
was efficient on the field as 
Quincy Barnes and Alpha 
Barry combined for just 11 
completions, but four touch-
down passes. 

Eagle Academy III 30, 

Long Island City 14: Gary 
Newman did a bit of every-
thing for his squad, throw-
ing for 86 yards and one 
touchdown, running for an-
other score and notching an 
interception on defense.

Javon Speid packed his 
own stat sheet on defense 
with eight tackles, one inter-
ception and one sack, while 
Jordan Turley set up camp 
in the LIC backfield with 
four sacks on the day. 

John Adams 34, Stuyve-

sant 12: Joseph Alvarado 
threw for a touchdown, but 
the Spartans star was most 
effective on defense, racking 
up 12 tackles, two intercep-
tions and a fumble recov-
ery. Kareem Herring and 
Anthony Gray combined for 
179 rushing yards and each 
scored a touchdown as well. 

OTHER SCORES

Cardozo 29, Far Rock-
away 0

Lane 38, Stevenson 18
FDA 38, Bryant 6
Jefferson 28, Beach Chan-

nel 8
Wagner 30, Campus Mag-

net 22
Monsignor Farrell 33, 

Holy Cross 7

Former St. John's pitcher Alex Katz didn't see much action during the World Baseball Classic Qualifier in 
Brooklyn this weekend, but he's thankful for the experience and the chance to represent Team Israel.  

St. John's Athletics

St. John’s hurler heading 
to World Baseball ClassicHIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

ROUNDUP

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

In fact, stepping onto the 
field at Minute Maid Park—
meeting with Astros players 
and even the team’s GM—had 
Holmes nearly pinching him-
self. “We played on that field 
the first day we got there, but 
it just seemed like a complete-
ly different place when it was 
full of people,” he said. “It was 
awesome to see.”

Holmes has spent the bet-
ter part of the last six months 
crisscrossing the country and 

while success has become the 
norm, he’s not taking anything 
for granted. While he’s got his 
sights set on the future, Holm-
es isn’t quite sure at what level 
that future will play out—col-
lege or the pros. 

It’s a problem he’s more 
than willing to have. 

“I’m always thinking about 
what’s going to happen in the 
next couple of months,” he 
said. “There’s always scouts 
at these games and I’ve been 
keeping in touch with my col-
lege. So I’m always thinking 
about both possibilities, but, at 
the moment, I don’t know what 
I’m leaning towards.”

the break, however, notching 
the first real scoring chance 
of the game in the 37th min-
ute. The Rams added a pair 
of free kicks before the break 
as well and came out firing on 
all cylinders early in the sec-
ond, setting Molloy’s defense 
back. 

“We knew it was going to 
be a good, physical game and 
a good team with Molloy al-
ways,” said Rams coach Peter 
McNamara. “They just had to 
switch on and stay matched 
up and stay ready, try to com-

bine a little bit and play a lit-
tle bit better soccer than they 
did in the first half.”

Of course, Molloy’s offense 
fought for chances as well and 
the Stanners notched a hand-
ful of scoring opportunities 
in the second half. 

They just couldn’t connect 
on them. 

A shot in the 64th minute 
went just wide of the net and 
a set piece off a corner came 
to naught as the ball landed 
directly in the arms of Rams’ 
goalie Michael Kennedy. 

It’s not the first time the 
Molloy offense has struggled 
to put the ball in the back of 
the net. The Stanners drew 
0-0 with rival St. Francis 

Prep last week and another 
shutout was nothing short of 
frustrating. 

“Take the St. Francis 
quotes [from that game] and 
just put them right in there,” 
Kostel said. “Except we actu-
ally had more opportunities 
today, we just didn’t finish 
them.”

This loss hurt, certainly, 
but the Stanners aren’t focus-
ing on that. There’s still more 
soccer to be played and, possi-
bly, another matchup against 
the Rams. 

Molloy just needs to find 
the back of the net. 

“The open net has to be fin-
ished,” Kostel said. “There’s 
no excuse for that.”

Continued from Page 47 

Holmes
Continued from Page 47 

Molloy

to more than 60 percent. 
It’s an astounding number 

and one the Red Storm athletic 
community can’t help but take 
a bit of pride in. 

“Off the court, that’s what 
St. John’s is all about: taking 
care of your brother,” said 
men’s basketball coach Chris 
Mullin. “On the court, I tell my 
guys that and I was taught by 
Coach Carnesecca that a good 
player can do for himself but 
a great player does for other 

people. And that’s what we’re 
all here to do today.”

Both of the Red Storm bas-
ketball squads kick off their 
schedules in November, and 
while they will certainly be 
doing plenty of dribbling once 
the season starts, this one day 
of fundamentals might have 
been the most important of 
all. 

“The people involved can 
see how special this St. John’s 
family is and how much every-
one wants to support them,” 
said junior guard Aaliyah 
Lewis. “Everyone is happy to 
be a part of this cause.”

Continued from Page 48 

Dribble

ARE YOU A PARTICIPANT IN THE 
BLACKROCK RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLAN?

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC is inves� ga� ng BlackRock’s management of 
its 401K plan.

If you worked for BlackRock and have or had a re� rement account through 
BlackRock and wish to learn more about our inves� ga� on, please contact 
a� orney Michelle Yau.

202-408-4600
Email: myau@cohenmilstein.com

ALL INQUIRIES ARE CONFIDENTIAL

COHEN MILSTEIN SELLERS & TOLL PLLC • 1100 NEW YORK AVE NW, FIFTH FLOOR, WASHINGTON, DC 20005 • WWW.COHENMILSTEIN.COM

Powerful Advocates. Meaningful Results.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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must stand up against it.”
Holden claims the protest-

ers didn’t even know there 
were children in the two shel-
ters.

“They clearly had a plan 
going in to make it look like 
we’re attacking kids,” Holden 
said. “They tried to make us 
into villains and racists be-
cause we’re mostly white, and 
that’s not right, because the 
homeless come in all different 
colors and ethnicities.”

Just two nights before the 
protest, organizer Mike Papa 
implored the crowd at a Juni-
per Park Civic Association to 
keep the focus of their rally on 
the de Blasio administration.

“We don’t want to aim this 
at the homeless, they are the 
victims here too,” Papa said. 
“We are aiming at the de Bla-
sio administration and DHS.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D–Howard Beach) was at that 
meeting last Thursday, and he 
spoke at the Bellrose Inn rally 
Saturday.

“This kind of genuine an-
ger among my constituents 
was cased by the mayor. If the 
administration had come to 
us asking for help instead of 
dictating, all this could have 
been avoided had we worked 
on this together,” Addabbo 
said. “There’s no question it’s 
spreading to other neighbor-
hoods in Queens. I’ve heard 
from Leroy Comrie in Jamaica 
where they already have home-
less in a brand-new hotel, and 
I’ve heard from Jose Peralta 
about discovering homeless 
living in a Corona hotel. In all 
my years of public service, I’ve 
never seen neighborhoods so 
angry. What the city is doing 
is not working.”

As Holden and the Maspeth 
protesters plan more rallies at 
shelters around the borough, 

he is drafting letters to the De-
partment of Investigation and 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara.

“Bloomberg would have 
just ignored us,” Holden said. 
“And here you have de Blasio 
spending taxpayer money on 
a communist propaganda op-
eration. I’m asking DOI and 
Bharara to look into the may-
or’s conduct and his spending 
and his dealings with Patel, 
who has  admitted to bribing 
a government official in the 
past . Meanwhile, I spoke with 
Patel last week and he reaf-
firmed that he will not go 
through with converting his 
Maspeth hotel into a shelter 
and that there is no agreement 
while the city says negotia-
tions continue. This is all very 
strange.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Maria Torres-Springer said. 
“We can’t wait for New York-
ers to see these modern and 
efficient boats, which will 
arrive in New York Harbor 
starting early next year.”

The city is also investing 
$55 million in infrastructure 
upgrades, including con-
struction of barges for the 
10 new ferry landings, cur-
rently under construction at 
a Staten Island facility. The 
landings are designed for 
both docking the vessels and 
a passenger waiting area.

However, an activist from 
the Rockaways is throwing 
cold water on the design of 
those landings.

Belle Harbor resident Joe 
Hartigan, a former FDNY 
lieutenant and ferry advocate 
for more than 23 years, sent 
an 11-point critique of the de-
sign to Torres-Springer and 
her team at the NYCEDC call-
ing the system “inadequate, 
very dangerous and an acci-
dent waiting to happen.” 

“If there is a hard dock-
ing there could be as many 
as 150 people hurt, or worse, 
knocked into the water,” Har-
tigan warned. “The ferry 
landing design with open 
sides and no heat will be di-
sastrous for slips and falls 
(especially) in the wintertime 
with snow or freezing rain. 
On windy days waves splash-
ing near or onto the barge 
deck will cause the deck area 
to be a ‘slip and fall’ zone.”

On the current East River 
Ferry, passengers are told to 
remain seated while the ves-
sel is docking to prevent inju-
ries in case of a hard docking, 
but the current design has 
waiting passengers standing, 
Hartigan points out.

“All ferry landings should 
have two barges: one for an 
enclosed waiting area and 
the second for docking of the 
ferry, especially if there is no 
onshore waiting area or pier,” 
he wrote. “All passengers 
should be in the waiting  until 
the ferry has docked and pas-
sengers have disembarked. 

Then—and only then—can 
passenger loading begin.”

Hartigan’s final point per-
tains to lightning strikes on 
or near the landings, which 
are made of metal with sev-
eral metal pilings. He said a 
person standing 10-feet above 
the water surrounded by a 
metal structure in a light-
ning storm is a prescription 
for disaster.

“Every element of the 
Citywide Ferry Service is be-
ing designed to the highest 
safety standards by a team 
of expert engineers, and to 
suggest otherwise is baseless 
and inaccurate,” NYCEDC 
Sr. VP of Public Affairs An-
thony Hogrebe said. “We’re 
proud to have worked with 
the Rockaway community 
throughout the planning 
process, and we’re excited to 
launch new ferry service in 
summer 2017.”

Hartigan has not heard 
back from the NYCEDC, 
although he did exchange 
pleasantries with several of-
ficials in Long Island City 
last week, where he attended 
the announcement of the lo-
cation of a landing in Gantry 
Plaza State Park.

“I’m just trying to prevent 
accidents from happening,” 
he said. “I’m putting them 
on notice with some com-
mon-sense stuff. These boats 
weigh 60 tons, that’s a lot of 
force during a hard docking. 
Just look at video of a Horn-
blower vessel crashing into a 
dock in San Diego. I’ve been 
to more outreach meetings 
than I can count and trust 
me, I’m not the only one com-
plaining about the design of 
these landings.”

When Hartigan was 
named one of the “Heroes of 
the Harbor” by the Water-
front Alliance in May 2015, 
it was for his “commendable 
and tireless ferry reactiva-
tion efforts.” He accepted his 
award aboard the Hornblow-
er Infinity.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Martin said. “Mayor de Blasio 
often lists the reforms his ad-
ministration has introduced 
to improve some of the most 
egregious conditions on Rik-
ers Island. While his efforts 
are noble, to us it is like lip-
stick on a pig.”

Martin is part of a high-
profile commission chaired by 
former New York State Chief 
Judge Jonathan Lippman that 
is studying the logistics of 
closing Rikers and Governor 
Andrew Cuomo has expressed 
openness to the idea. The may-
or has explored the issue and 
found it would take years and 
cost billions, so he embarked 
on a 14-point reform move-
ment.

“Creating a culture of safe-
ty in our jails is our top pri-
ority—today, not a year from 
now,” de Blasio spokeswoman 
Natalie Grybauskas said. 
“While the City continues to 
examine whether Rikers Is-
land’s closure is feasible and to 
work with Lippman’s Commis-
sion, our focus today remains 
on reform of the correctional 
system that will make our 
jails safer now.”

Martin calls the reforms 
necessary and important but 
the growing citywide coalition 
of more than 100 organizations 
that marched Saturday vowed 
to work as speedily as possible 
toward the ultimate goal of 
shuttering the facility.

“Piecemeal improvements 
cannot address the root of the 

problem with Rikers, which is 
Rikers itself,” he said. “It is a 
place where thousands of New 
Yorkers, including children, 
are robbed of their sanity, 
their dignity, their families, 
their communities and some-
times their lives. It is a bro-
ken institution that cannot be 
fixed.”

In 2014, U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara issued a report that 
highlighted “the culture of 
violence” endemic to the facil-
ity. City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
told the crowd that the com-
plex is a hell hole.

“It needs to be shut down 
immediately. Every time I’ve 
been there I’ve seen horrible 
conditions wherever they took 
me,” Dromm said. “While the 
city’s efforts to curb violence 
and injustice on Rikers Is-
land are admirable they fall 
very short of solving what is a 
decades-old problem. Our re-
sources can and must be put to 
better use.”

On Tuesday, the city agreed 
to pay $5.75 million in a settle-
ment in the 2013 death of a 
mentally ill inmate, Bradley 
Ballard, who was discovered 
covered in human waste after 
he was locked in his cell for six 
days without medication for 
his schizophrenia and diabe-
tes.

“Across that bridge, thou-
sands of my brothers and sis-
ters are held in dangerous and 
isolated cells. They all suffer 
and some even feel forgotten,” 
Bianey Garcia, LGBT organiz-
er at Make the Road New York, 
who served 18 months on Rik-
ers, said. “The violence and 

corruption in Rikers makes 
it a place no one should see. It 
is a broken system that tried 
to break me. On Saturday I 
marched to raise their sto-
ries. Closing Rikers will not 
be easy, but it is possible and 
necessary.”

Many of the protesters car-
ried posters of Kalief Browder, 
whose brother Akeem spoke at 
the rally. Browder was sent to 
Rikers on a shoplifting charge 
at age 16 and held for three 
years without a trial or con-
viction, two of them in solitary 
confinement, because his fam-
ily could not raise $3,000 bail. 
Browder committed suicide af-
ter his release in June 2015.

Martin said 80 percent of 
the current population of 7,600 
are imprisoned on the island 
because they are too poor to 
afford bail and 40 percent of 
the population should be in a 
mental health facility instead. 
While he is hopeful that train-
ing guards in de-escalation 
techniques will bring about a 
sustained reduction in the sav-
agery, Martin is skeptical that 
training alone can eradicate 
the “culture of violence” that 
is embedded in Rikers’ DNA.

“It is a human grist mill 
and an ugly stain on our city’s 
reputation for being progres-
sive and compassionate,” Mar-
tin said. “Rikers cannot be 
fixed. It is time for Mayor de 
Blasio to close this disastrous 
jail once and for all, and in-
stead build our communities.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Rikers
Continued from Page 1 

Ferry

Continued from Page 4 

Maspeth

For more hyper-local Queens news 
on your computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 102_PG1_9-30-16

Sale
Dates

Sept
Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon. Tues Wed Thurs.

30 1 2 3 4 5 6
Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct 

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Capatriti
Olive Oil

$999

68 Fl Oz Can
100% Pure

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

15-24 Oz Jar ... Assorted

Francesco Rinaldi
Pasta Sauce

5/$5 With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer. 
Must Buy 5.

With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 5.

5/$10

Hot Pockets
Sandwiches
HHHHHH ttttttt PPPPPPP kkkkkkkkkkk
9 Oz Box
Assorted Lean or

28-29 Oz Can
Assorted

RedPack
Tomatoes

5/$5 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

16 Oz Box ... Ziti Rigati, Ziti, Rotini, Elbows,
Penne Rigate, Spaghetti, Thin Spaghetti, 
Rigatoni or Medium Shells
(Excludes: Healthy Harvest, Gluten Free, 
Smart Taste & Garden Delight)

5/$5

SSmamart SSSm Taste Taste e & GardGar& GGa

Ronzoni
Pasta

MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.
 Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Pepsi or 
Mist Twst
12 Pack

4/$12

PP ii

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted
Lipton, Mug, Mtn. Dew, Hawaiian Punch,
Crush, Schweppes,

Coke or 
Sprite
2 Liter

5/$5

CCCC kkk

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted Barq’s, Dr. Pepper, 
Fresca, Minute Maid,
(Excludes: Fanta, Fuze & Seagram’s)

,

MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 5
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Utz
Potato
Chips

$199

9-9.5 Oz Bag
Assorted Gatorade

Sports
Drinks

5/$5

G tG tG tG tG tGatoG t radade
32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

9-14 Oz Bag 
Assorted 

15.5 Oz Jar
Assorted 
1 O JJ

Tostitos
Tortilla Chips or

Salsa

2/$6

12 Fl Oz Can
Regular, Low Fat or Fat Freegg ,

Carnation
Evaporated
Milk

Goya
Beans

5/$5

4/$3

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

20 Lb Bag 
Long Grain White or Parboiledg

Carolina
Rice

WWith h Club bClllll

$799

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

42 Oz Cont
Quick or Old Fashioned

Quaker
Oats

With h Club

$399

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.Plus Plus Dep

$999

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

Coors or
Miller
12 Pack

99

YOUR
CHOICE!

7-13 Oz Pkg
Assorted

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Nabisco
Chips Ahoy!
Cookies

2/$4 2/$4

14.2 Oz Pkg
Reduced Fat or Original

Keebler
Vienna
Fingers

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

Edy’s 
Ice Cream

48 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted SAVE

$5.99

4/$10

8.38-12.75 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Simple Dishes, French Bread Pizza or

Stouffer’s
Signature
Classics

Card. Limit 1 Offer.

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

46-50 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

$999
With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

8 Giant Rolls
White or Select A Size White

Bounty
Paper
Towels

Key Food
Oil
KK FF ddd

128 Fl Oz Cont ... Corn,
Canola or Vegetable

$599

$$$

11
11

CC
M

.... AAsAAssAAssAAssAssAAsAssAssAssAssAssAAAssAssA ortettoo ddd

Italian Festival Savings!

cch Bh Brehh BreBreread Piad Pid PiPP zza ozza ozza oorrrrrrrrrr

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 5.

5/$5

10.5-11.5 Oz Can ... Assorted Red & White
(Excludes: Chicken Noodle & Tomato)

Campbell’s
Condensed
Soup

59 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Honest
Teas

15.5 Oz Can
Regular: Red Kidney, Black, Pink, Small Red, Black Eye, 
Chick Pea, Roman, White, Dark Kidney or Pinto or
Low Sodium: Black, Chick Pea, Red Kidney, Pink, Pinto, 
Small White or Dark Red Kidney

W

Deep River
Potato
Chipspp

3/$5

DDDDDDeep RRRRRRR
5 Oz Bag
Assorted

44
A

Key Food
Napkins

3/$5

KKK F d
250 Count Pkg
White

44
QQ

QQQQ
OO

$$$$

Key Food
Bleach

$189
KKK FFF d
128 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

2/$4

16 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

28-32 Oz Cont ... Whole Milk,
Classic Whole Milk or Part Skim

g

Galbani
Mozzarella
Cheese

Galbani
Ricotta
Cheese

$249

$299

tedteddddd

Part Skim

$599$$$$$$$$

Tide
Liquid
Detergent

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.PPlus Plus Plus PluuPluslus PlusPlus PlusPlusPluPPlus DeDeDeDeeDeDeDe

$399

Nestle
Pure Life
Water
24 Pack

P
M
P

1
L
CZico

Coconut
Water

2/$4

Zi
33.8 Fl Oz Cont

Sliced To Orderlb. Sliced To OrOrlb.b.

$799

Boar’s Head
Honey Maple
Turkey
Breast

$599Sliced To Orderlb.

$$$

Glenrock
Domestic
Cooked
Ham

10% Water Added

$399

22 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Sweet Potato orSwweeet Potatootato or

Pumpkin
Pie

YOUR
CHOICE!

Boar’s Head
Classic
Chicken Breast &
Muenster 
Cheese

COMBO
SALE!

$699Sliced To Order
1/2 Lb Of  Eachlb.

$699Sliced To Orderlb.

Jarlsberg®
Swiss
Cheese

Imported
Regular or Lite

YOUR
CHOICE!

$$
l

$$

C
HH

$399Sliced To Orderlb.

Key Food
Muenster or
Provolone 
Cheese

YOUR
CHOICE!

GG
D
CC

11

CC
HH

$299222 Sliced To Order

Jennie-O
Turkey Ham or
Turkey 
Salami

mm ororrrrrrrrr

YOUR
CHOICE!

$$$$$$$2222lb.

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

USDA Choice Beef

Rib 
Steaks

$699lb.

Perdue
Chicken

Quartered Legs

PPP ddd
Grade A Fresh

Value Pack

YOUR
CHOICE!

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

9999999999999999999999999999999
With Club Card.
Limit 2 Packages. Jumbo Pack

lb.kkkkkkkk lb.lb79¢

lb.lb.b

$199 lb.lbb

$799
lb.lb.b

$499lb.llb.99¢lb.
FamilFamily Py Pa
3 Lbs or Mlb.b

$199

USDA Gov’t Inspected
Fresh

Fresh
Whole

USDA Grade A
Fresh All Natural

Farm Raised
Fresh

Wild Caught
Previously Frozen

lblblb.lb.lb.lb.
With Club Card.

Limit 2 Packages.

Pork
Spareribs

OUR
HOICE!

Sanderson Farms
Chicken

Drumsticks
or Thighs

$$$$$$ 9999

FresFresF hhh

Atlantic
Salmon

Fillet

viousousou ly Fly FFroor

Cod
Fillet

d

S

Store Made
Thin SlicedThin Shin SThiThThhThTThTh licliccccccceddcececececececed

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$399$$333333333lb.

ea.

Large
Cantaloupes

4/$5 2/$5

Large
Honeydew
Melons

2/$3$
Lil’ Chief
McIntosh Apples

ilLilLil’ CCCCCC’ C’ Chhhhhhhiiiiiii ffffffffffffff
2 Lb Bag ... Gala or2 Lb B2 Lb BL B2 Lb B2 Lb B2 Lb BLb B2 Lb B2 Lb Bagagag GGG lG lGG llGalaGalaGalaGala orrrororrrr

Grown By Locally Owned
New York State Family Farms

.

$199

LeRouge
Red 
Peppers

$$$$$1111111111111111111111111111111111lb.

Iceberg
Lettuce

By The Head ... Crisp

ea.ea.ea.ea99¢

2/$5

Fresh

3/$3

Brazilian
Mangos

Tropical

Dole
Salad

Kits
2/$6

Green Giant
Potatoes

2/$5

3 Lb Bag
Klondike: Rose or Goldust

Grape
Tomatoes

Dry Pint

$199

5-13.1 Oz Bag ... Chopped: Bacon & Bleu, BBQ Ranch, 
Chipotle & Cheddar, Sesame Asian or Sunflower Crunch or 

Kale & Caesar, Southwest, Spinach & Cherry Almond, 
Ultimate Caesar, Endless Summer, Pomegranate or Poppy Seed

MIX &
MATCHss

$199
Glory Foods
Collard Greens
GlGlGlGlGloGloryry FFFFooFooFoodddddsdsFooFoodsds
16 Oz Pkg ... Kale, Mixed, 
Mustard, Turnip or

YOUR 
CHOICE!

4/$5

House Foods
Premium
Tofu

HHH FFFFFFFF ddd
14-16 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

M

California
Pomegranates orPPoPoPoPoPoooomeeP grgrgrrrrgrrrggggggggg anananannaaaa atataatataaaatttteeeeeeeeeeeeeee
Fuyu
Persimmons
$199ea.

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Green Giant
Broccoli
Medley

GGGGGGGG GGGGGGiGGGGGiiG ttttttttttt
12 Oz Bag ... Broccoli Florets, Broccoli Slaw,  
Broccoli/Cauliflower Medley or

3/$3

Tastee 
Candied
Apples

TTT tt
Assorted

$199

Red Ripe
StrawberriesYellow

Bananas

Green Cooking or
Ripe

lb.lb.bbbbbbbbblb.bbbbbbbb39¢

R dR dR d RRRRRiRi
1 Lb Cont

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Gold’s 
Borscht

Mrs. Adler’s
Ge�lte Fish

Star or Rokeach
Memorial
Tumblers

Gold’s
Horseradish

Kedem
Grape Juice

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

We rWWe resereser tve tve thhe rhe ri hti htight ttto li ilimilimittt qut qu tantiantitt

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

24 Fl Oz Jar ... Assorted 6 Oz Jar ... Red, White or Hot24 Oz Jar ... Assorted22 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

WWW
L

3/$5 With

$139 2/$3
TuTumbmbmbmbmbmbmbbleerr
3/$1With C

$299 With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 3.

R O S H  H A S H A N A H  S P E C I A L S
1 Count Pkg
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


