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BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the deadline for voter 
registration approaching fast, 
officials are beginning to get 
creative in their approach to get 
people to register. 

City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) partnered up with 
Flushingfood.com, a food delivery 
service in Flushing, and kicked 
off a voter registration drive. 
Flushingfood.com will promote 
voter registration in its delivery 
services coverage area until the 
Oct. 14 deadline to qualify to vote 
in this year’s presidential elec-
tion. 

Flushing has a growing immi-
grant population. There are cur-
rently 72,008 residents, 69.2 per-
cent of Asian descent. In a 2013 
study, data compiled in the New-
est New Yorkers report from the 
city Department of City Planning 
showed that Flushing’s foreign-
born population constituted 67.7 
percent of its entire population 
in 2011. In 2011 Flushing’s total 
number of immigrants — 63,900 
— was the fourth largest in the 

BY MARK HALLUM

Artist Francesca Tosca 
Robicci put the finishing 
touches on a mural dedi-
cated to comedy great Rod-
ney Dangerfield in Kew 
Gardens Tuesday, a project 
organized by Queens-based 
non-profit 501(See)(Streets). 
The street art is a visual 

tribute to Dangerfield’s 
roots in the neighborhood, 
where he grew up above 
Austin’s Ale House, went 
to PS 99 and worked in a 
nearby candy shop on Lef-
ferts Boulevard.

The completion of the 
mural marked a special oc-
casion: Wednesday was the 
12th anniversary of Dan-

gerfield’s death at 82.
Robicci is an Italian-

born artist who now lives in 
Queens. Her work tends to 
be a little more on the clas-
sical side, but she stepped 
out of her usual style to de-
pict the funny man whose 
popular catchphrase was “I 
can’t get no respect.” It fact, 

BY MARK HALLUM

As construction proceeded on 
the eye-catching Hunters Point 
Community Library, a topping 
out ceremony was held last week 
with Queens Library President 
Dennis Walcott, elected officials 
and architect Steven Holl to mark 

the completion of the steel fram-
ing and exterior. The structure, 
a modern design which looks out 
over the East Hudson River, will 
give visitors a stunning view of 
Manhattan while sitting against 
the backdrop of the high-rise con-
dominiums of Long Island City.

The 22,000-square-foot build-

ing at 47-40 Center Blvd. is box-
shaped with large diagonal cut-
outs serving as windows. The 
final finish will be an aluminum 
paint.

Funding for the project came 
in the form of $38 million from 
a variety of sources such as Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz, the 

mayor’s office, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer’s office, and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris’ of-
fice, among others. 

“Long Island City, as you can 
see, is growing by the day. Build-
ings are going up by the day, and 
it so happens to be a place where a 
lot of young families have moved 
into,” Gianaris said at the Sept. 29 
event. “One thing we’ve worked 
really hard to build in these com-
munities are libraries, and this 
one is going to be one of the crown 
jewels of the system.”

The American flag was raised 
from a rope at the roof of the 
building, and then later dropped 
to half-mast in honor of FDNY’s 
Battalion Chief Michael J. Fahy, 
who was killed Sept. 27 respond-
ing to a call in the Bronx, Walcott 
said.

Van Bramer was able to al-
locate $15 million to the project 
over a period of time, he said.

“Steven Holl has become a 
fast-friend because we shared a 
vision for this parcel of land,” Van 
Bramer said. “That this library 
wouldn’t just be four walls and 
a roof, but it would actually be a 
temple to learning, a temple for 
knowledge, and really an inspira-

Continued on Page 14
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Mural pays respect to Rodney
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The NYPD announced a continued reduc-
tion in crime for the month of September while 
also touting the extension of the neighborhood 
policing model into nine new areas, including 
precincts in Jamaica and Astoria, as well as a 

At the topping-off ceremonies for the new, $33-million Hunters Point Library in Long Island City, Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (l.), Queens Library President Dennis Walcott (m.) and state Sen. Michael Gianaris (r.) stand with their hands on 
their hearts as the American flag is raised.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Service offers 
food delivery,  
voter signup

City crime down 3% 
so far in 2016: NYPD

New library topped off in ceremony
Hunters Point Community Library to make design statement on LIC waterfront 

Noah Sheroff of 501(See)(Streets) and art-
ist Francesca Tosca Robicci pay tribute to 
comedic legend Rodney Dangerfield with 
a mural in Kew Gardens. 

Instagram/Francesca Tosca RobicciContinued on Page 12
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY BILL PARRY

After nearly two months 
of rallies each weeknight at 
a proposed homeless shelter 
in Maspeth, protesters are 
expanding their actions to 
other parts of the borough. 

In the latest foray, the 
Maspeth-Middle Village 
Task Force bused demon-
strators to Rosedale, where 
they joined  members of the 
Meadowmere Park Civic 
Association last Saturday 
to protest at a Holiday Inn 
located at 154-71 Brookville 
Road.  The Meadowmere 
group was upset that the 
city had housed 150 home-
less men on the first two 
floors.

Bob Holden, president of 
the Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation, which helped set 
up the task force, criticized 
the city for its treatment of 
the homeless housed in ho-
tels.

 “They throw them out 
at 9 a.m., sending them into 
the neighborhood.,” he said.  

“We don’t want that, we re-
fuse to put up with that.” 

Protesters claimed that 
with no job assistance of-
fered or public transporta-
tion nearby, the men are 
left with little choice but to 
wander around the residen-
tial area.

“The Department of 
Homeless Services is cur-
rently renting rooms in this 

commercial hotel to help 
meet its legal obligation to 
shelter homeless New York-
ers,” DHS spokeswoman 
Lauren Gray said. “There 
are no plans to convert this 
location to a shelter and no 
requirement that clients 
who are staying there leave 
for any time period during 
the day. It is unfortunate 
that misinformation re-

garding this location is be-
ing spread, and we will con-
tinue to correct the record 
while we care for our fellow 
New Yorkers.”

Holden said the task 
force will continue to take 
road trips to expose the 
rash of hotels that are be-
ing converted into shelters 
around the borough. Two 
weeks ago they went to Bell-
rerose and Floral Park and 
rallied before protesting at 
the home of Harshad Patel, 
who owns the Quality Inn 
in Floral Park, the Bellero-
se Inn and the Holiday Inn 
Express in Maspeth.

The pressure appears 
to have paid off. State Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and City Councilman Bar-
ry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) announced Sept. 
23 that Patel wanted to 
phase out accepting home-
less families that the city 
places in his hotels. Patel 
told Holden that he was 
pulling of the deal to house 
homeless at the Maspeth 

Holiday Inn, although a 
source said the negotia-
tions were continuing

Holden said the task 
force will continue to take 
road trips to expose the ros-
ter of hotels that are being 
turned into shelters across 
Queens. But the buses cost 
more than $700 to rent so 
the protesters have sched-
uled a fund-raiser on Sat-
urday from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
O’Neill’s at 64-21 53rd Drive 
in Maspeth. Guardian An-
gels founder and radio per-
sonality Curtis Sliwa will 
be the special guest.

“These guys are like 
Paul Revere, they’re not just 
fighting for their neighbor-
hood, they’re fighting for 
their borough,” Sliwa said. 
“They are leading the ef-
fort to expose what’s going 
on in Queens and they are 
empowering other commu-
nities to mobilize against 
the de Blasio administra-
tion. I’ve counted 17 conver-
sions in Queens already. I 
find it unconscionable that 

the city is ramming shel-
ters down these people’s 
throats.”

Sliwa joined in a protest 
at the Maspeth Holiday Inn 
in September and has “pro-
vided tactical air support” 
on his ABC radio show ever 
since.

“He’s had me on his show 
three times,” Holden said. 
“He’s been a tremendous 
asset helping us form coali-
tions and that’s helping us 
communicate with other 
communities.” 

Sliwa, a frequent critic of 
the de Blasio administration 
on the airwaves, has flirted 
with challenging Borough 
President Melinda Katz, the 
mother of his two sons, for 
her seat next year. But his 
plans have changed.

“I’m giving Melinda a 
pass,” Sliwa said. “When 
I was at that rally in Mas-
peth everyone was telling 
me to run for mayor. I’m go-
ing to run against de Blasio 
for giving Queens that shiv 
in the back.”

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Work has been allowed 

to continue on the land 
where the Bayside house 
formerly owned by federal 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis 
once stood. 

A stop work order for 
218-15 40th Ave. was is-
sued in July due to the 
Alt-1 permit being revoked 
for work that exceeded the 
scope of the original plans. 
The violations have been 
dismissed, according to a 
Department of Buildings 
spokesman, and a new Alt-1 
permit was issued in mid-
August and took effect in 
mid-September.

It was not clear why the 
violations were dropped.

Controversy about the 
house began brewing in 
April after neighbor Bon-
nie Skala Kiladitis noticed 
the renovations to the four-

story house taking a turn 
for the extreme. Within 
days, the home had been re-
duced to the first floor.

An Alt-1 permit re-
quires at least 50 percent of 
the original structure to be 
retained during the renova-
tion of any home. The DOB, 
however, reissued an Alt-1 
in this case on the basis 
that the foundations were 
still intact and because the 
building plans had been 
revised and approved for 
an Alt-1, a DOB spokesman 
said. He pointed out that it 
is at the discretion of a plan 
examiner to determine how 
much of the original struc-
ture needs to remain to call 
for an Alt-1.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has kept an eye 
on the situation with the 
property and said the DOB 
informed him the new Alt-1 
permit is what is known as 

a Big Alt-1 and allows reno-
vation to exceed the usual 
50 percent required to be 
retained.

“Now we just have to 
make sure that the owner 
follows through on what 
the permit says,” Avella 
said. “They should have 
done a better job in the first 
place of analyzing the first 
Alt-1, and making sure the 
letter of the law was fol-
lowed. You know, any de-
veloper or property owner 
when remodeling a house 
does what the permit says. 
There’s a reason building 
and zoning code exist. Un-
fortunately, the DOB does 
not do a good job, and it 
relies on the community 
to raise the issue, which I 
think is really a backwards 
approach.”

However, a DOB spokes-
man said in August the 
owners no longer qualified 

for an alteration permit and 
would be required to apply 
for a new building permit.

The stately home was 
purchased for $1.5 million 
by a real estate agent from 

New Jersey who identified 
herself as Lisa and said it 
would be occupied only by 
her family. Lisa, who did 
not disclose her last name, 
was baffled by the opposi-

tion her building project 
attracted from the neigh-
borhood.

“There’s a lot of new con-
struction in Bayside. I don’t 
know why there’s concern 
over our house,” she said 
back in April, referring to 
other projects in her neigh-
borhood.

But many held the home 
in high regard and con-
tended that it had histori-
cal value which cannot be 
replaced.

“It infuriates me as to 
how they have bastardized 
that gorgeous house,” Rich-
ard Doyle, a nearby resi-
dent said. “You know it re-
ally gets me, because they 
know what they are doing 
when they tear down too 
much of a house and won’t 
keep with the plans. I get 
tired of people being able to 
do this and the [DOB] does 
nothing.”

Maspeth shelter protests growing
Curtis Sliwa plans to join fund-raiser to help pay for bus rentals for future rallies around boro

New permits issued for work at Garaufi s house

The Maspeth shelter protesters take another road trip to support 
members of the Meadowmere Park Civic Association in Rosedale. 

Courtesy Christina Wilkinson

After a stop-work order last summer, construction has be-
gun again on a controversial new home on the site of Judge 
Nicholas Garaufis' former house in the heart of Bayside.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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Face Painting    Hot Dogs    Cotton Candy Glitter Tattoos    Pumpkin Painting    MusicG

S U N D AY 
OCTOBER 9

12:30 pm to 3:00 pm

FREDERICK FUNERAL HOME 
QUINN-FOGARTY FUNERAL HOME

192-15 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358 

(718) 357-6100  •  (718) 353-5166 

Thank You to QG Floral & Landscape and Four Seasons Florists for Their Generous Donation!

This Firm is Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 • (713) 522-5141

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Mayor Bill de Blasio de-
fended his administration’s 
approach to finding hous-
ing for the city’s homeless 
during a town hall meeting 
in St. Albans last week, say-
ing he had an obligation to 
house people, including us-
ing space in hotels if neces-
sary.

De Blasio also pledged 
to continue to push for sup-
portive services and shel-
ters in other areas of the 
city that were not unduly 
burdened with such facili-
ties. He also touted his ad-
ministration’s record on 
education and spoke about 
the NYPD’s continued push 
to instill a neighborhood 
policing model in all its 
precincts.

The town hall meeting 
was held in the gymnasium 
of the recreation center in 
Roy Wilkins Park and was 

moderated by Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans), who represents the 
district. In his introduc-
tion, de Blasio took time to 
address the presidential de-
bate, which had taken place 
two days before, and assert-
ed that Donald Trump had 
been inaccurate in his por-
trayal of stop-and-frisk’s 
relationship to crime sta-
tistics in the city.

“Stop-and-frisk has 
gone down, down, down. 
And you know what else 
has gone down? Crime has 
gone down,” he said. “It’s 
the right path in terms of 
values, and it’s proving to 
be a better way of fighting 
crime.”

He reported that crime 
in the 103rd Precinct, 
which covers Jamaica and 
Hollis, was down 5 per-
cent, with no murders for 
the year.  . In the 113th Pre-
cinct, which covers South 

Jamaica, crime was down 
14 percent for the year, ac-
cording to the mayor. 

After introductions 
from Miller and the mayor, 
audience members in the 
packed-to-capacity crowd 
asked questions for about 
three hours. Several people 

raised concerns about how 
the city was housing home-
less New Yorkers in hotels 
in the area. One questioner 
said she carried petitions 
and signatures from her 
community asking the 
mayor’s help in regulating 
the increased development 

of hotels throughout the 
area.

De Blasio said he was 
unaware of this particular 
growth of hotels, but said 
that changes in zoning 
could help curtail the size 
of the hotels.

“There are ways we can 
change what is allowable 
in a community,” he said. 
Miller said the preponder-
ance of hotels in the down-
town Jamaica area was due 
to a 2007 rezoning of the 
neighborhood, and devel-
opment had skyrocketed 
after bouncing back from 
a long recovery in the af-
termath of the 2008 crash. 
While many hotels were 
constructed in the bustling 
downtown area, he said 
some were encroaching 
on residential streets and 
neighborhoods. 

Another questioner as-
serted that two hotels in 
the boundaries of the area’s 

community board were 
now being used as shelters 
without any opposition on 
the part of Miller, while 
another questioner decried 
the placement of homeless 
shelters in the city, with 
communities like Jamaica 
shouldering an unfair bur-
den.

“There are 14 communi-
ty boards that have no shel-
ters,” he said. “The place-
ment of these shelters seem 
to have a racial bias.”

De Blasio cited the re-
cent controversy over a 
proposed shelter placement 
at the Holiday Inn Express 
on 55th Road in Maspeth. 
He said he was frustrated 
by the tone of the protests 
that were conducted in 
response to the proposal, 
and said he was angered at 
threats made against Hu-
man Resources Adminis-
tration Commissioner Ste-
ven Banks. 

Mayor talks hotels during town hall
De Blasio confronts questions on homeless shelters at community forum held in St. Albans

Mayor Bill de Blasio addresses attendees at a town hall held at the 
Roy Wilkins Recreation Center. Photo by Patrick Donachie
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WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

BY BILL PARRY
 
The Jackson Heights 

community lost a giant this 
week when longtime civic 
leader Ivan Lafayette died 
this week at the age of 86.

The U.S. Army veteran 
and his wife Bertine moved 
to the neighborhood in 
1956 and just over 20 years 
later he went to Albany to 
represent Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst and Corona in 
the state Assembly, where 
he served until 2008. 

“I am extremely sad-
dened by the passing of 
former Assembly Deputy 
Speaker Ivan Lafayette,” 
state Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “I knew 
Mr. Lafayette for many 
years, and he was not only 
my predecessor in the As-
sembly but a good friend. 
For 32 years Ivan Lafay-
ette represented northern 
Queens in the New York 
State Assembly, and he 
championed many issues, 
especially around educa-
tion and building up and 

protecting our schools.”
Lafayette was born July 

28, 1930 in Monticello, N.Y. 
and grew up in Brooklyn, 
where he attended pub-
lic schools before going 
to Brooklyn College. He 
served in the U.S. Army 
from December 1952 to De-
cenber 1954.

During his career in the 
state Assembly, Lafayette 
sponsored hundreds of bills 
that became law including 

the Truth In Testing Law 
for college applicants as 
well as his Uninsured Mo-
torist’s Law, which created 
penalties for driving with-
out insurance coverage. He 
served as the leader of the 
Queens delegation and as 
speaker pro tempore.

“I want to extend my 
deepest condolences to his 
family and may it comfort 
them that an entire com-
munity will join them in 
mourning his loss,” U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “For 
12 years, I had the honor 
of serving alongside him 
in the state Legislature 
and I witnessed firsthand 
how deeply he cared about 
the people he represented. 
Through his more than 
three decades of public ser-
vice, Ivan touched the lives 
of so many and I know he 
will be sorely missed.”

Funeral services were 
scheduled for 2 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Schwartz Broth-
ers Funeral Home at 114-
03 Queens Blvd. in Forest 
Hills.

 Jax Hgts leader Ivan Lafayette dies

IVAN LAFAYETTE



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
9,

 2
01

6
6

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

STEVE BARNES
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

LAURA AMATO
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Lebert McBean
Enid Rodriguez
Peter Wojcicki

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Patrick Donachie, 
Mark Hallum, Bill Parry, 
Madina Toure
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Suzanne Parker, 
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis, 
Prem Calvin Prashad

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

BY MARK HALLUM

Residents of eastern 
Queens turned out in force 
Sunday to take advantage 
of an event sponsored by 
state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) and 
Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) to provide free bicycle 
helmets to the community 
through the city Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
Vision Zero project. Tents 
were set up on the basket-
ball court of PS 46 Alley 
Pond School at 64-45 218 
St., where Vision Zero was 
fitting children and adults 
with brand new helmets, as 
well as educating them on 
how a helmet should fit.

According to the Vision 
Zero website , bicyclists and 
pedestrians are either seri-
ously injured or killed by 
vehicles every two hours 
citywide. Vision Zero is the 
mission to prevent deaths 
by stricter enforcement of 
traffic laws, redesigning of 
high-risk thoroughfares, 
new street signs and public 
outreach.

“It is incredibly impor-
tant that we take proactive 
measures to bike safely 
whether we are going 
around the neighborhood 
as a leisurely activity or 
commuting. With the Kis-
sena Velodrome and East-
ern Queens Greenway in 
the heart of the neighbor-
hood, I want to make sure 
our community knows we 
are working to make pro-

tective gear accessible to 
ensure their everyday safe-
ty,” Rozic said.

Executive Director of 
Transportation Alterna-
tives Paul Steely White said 
bicyclist deaths in the city 
so far this year have already 
surpassed the 15 killed in 
2015. Flushing resident 
Michael Schenkman, who 
died in August on Northern 
Boulevard in Bayside, was 
No. 16 for this year.

“This year the Depart-
ment of Transportation will 
distribute over 20,000 bicycle 
helmets to promote safe cy-
cling throughout New York 
City. My district is home to 
two very popular parks, Al-
ley Pond and Cunningham 
Park, both of which include 
portions of the Long Island 
Motor Parkway that are 
frequented by cyclists,” Gro-
denchik said. “People enjoy 
cycling in the streets, in 
the parks as well as in bike 

lanes year round, and as rid-
ership continues to grow, it 
is important that we encour-
age rider safety.”]

Rozic works with transit 
activists on a regular basis 
and reached out to a net-
work of groups within her 
district to get the word out 
for the event, resulting in a 
turnout of more than 1,000 
residents on the day of the 
giveaway.

“Cycling has quickly 
become a popular alterna-
tive form of transportation 
for millions of residents 
and tourists,” Queens DOT 
Commissioner Nicole Gar-
cia said. “With the many 
choices cyclists have in the 
form of trails, greenways 
and our growing bike net-
work, DOT is proud to part-
ner with Assemblywoman 
Rozic’s office to ensure 
every New Yorker is prop-
erly equipped for a safe ride 
each time.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A strip mall in Whit-
estone is once again be-
ing looked into for soil 
contamination. State Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
sent a letter to the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation ask-
ing for any information 
regarding contaminated 
soil.

The query came after 
a business owner in the 
strip mall advised Avella 
that at least one agency 
has been at the property 
and engaged in a study 
involving the installation 
of some type of “gauge” in 
the floors of the Astoria 
Federal Savings Bank. 

The bank is located in 
Whitestone Shopping Cen-
ter, a 62,000-square-foot 
property on 153-01 10th 
Ave., which includes a 
Waldbaum’s supermarket, 
Subway restaurant, Sun-
shine Spa & Hair Salon, 
Cascarino’s Pizza and J.D. 
Optician.

 In his letter Avella 
asked the DEC to “Please 
advise me of any informa-
tion you have regarding 
possible soil contamina-
tion at this location and 
what efforts your agency 
has undertaken to address 
the situation.”

The DEC commission-
er, Basil Seggos, replied 
to Avella’s inquiry advis-
ing him that the agency 
has continued its testing 

because of results found 
in previous tests. Earlier 
environmental investiga-
tions on the property by 
the DEC found traces of 
the dry cleaning chemi-
cal tetrachloroethylene at 
concentrations above reg-
ulatory levels in ground-
water and soil vapor, Seg-
gos wrote. 

Tetrachloroethene is 
a manufactured chemi-
cal commonly used in 
the dry cleaning of fab-
ric, and its degradation 
products trichloroethene, 
dichloroethene and vinyl 
chloride.. It is consid-
ered a probable human 
carcinogen. People can 
be exposed to tetrachlo-
roethene, also known 
as PERC, in air, water 
and food, according to 
the state Department of 
Health, as well as through 
skin contact. 

The former Johnny on 
the Spot Dry Cleaners is 

adjacent to the Astoria 
Federal Savings Bank. 
The dry cleaners closed 
in 2004 and the site has re-
mained vacant since then, 
but its impact is still felt in 
surrounding stores at the 
strip mall. The dry clean-
ers qualified to be part of 
a brownfield cleanup pro-
gram.  According to the 
DEC, a brownfield site has 
to be “any real property 
where a contaminant is 
present at levels exceeding 
the soil cleanup objectives 
or other health-based or 
environmental standards, 
criteria or guidance ad-
opted by DEC that are 
applicable based on the 
reasonably anticipated 
use of the property, in ac-
cordance with applicable 
regulations.”

Saggos’ letter goes on 
to say that the contamina-
tion from the dry cleaners 
has been detected under 
other tenants in the mall.

Headgear giveaway
Vision Zero joins lawmakers to hand out free bike helmets

State carries out soil tests
at Whitestone strip mall

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic, Councilman Barry Grodenchik, and 
the city Department of Transportation's Vision Zero program were 
at PS 49 for a bike helmet giveaway. Community turnout was in 
the hundreds. Photo by Mark Hallum

State Sen. Tony Avella is asking the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to investigate possible soil contamination in 
Whitestone  Google Earth
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy
Join us at The Mary Louis 
Academy’s Annual Open  
House on Sunday, October 16th. 
Enter through the Edgerton 
Boulevard entrance to begin  
your personalized tour of  
our campus. 

Please pre-register for our open 
house at www.tmla.org.

OPEN HOUSE
October 16th, 2016 
10am-3pm

SHADOW  
A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR  
WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, New York.  
Accredited by the Middle States Association  
of Colleges and Schools and Chartered by the 
State of NY.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   

Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATION |  TACHS #016

BY BILL PARRY

A dilapidated vacant lot 
that many Sunnyside resi-
dents feared would be de-
veloped over the years will 
instead become a neighbor-
hood park. 

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) announced Monday 
the had secured $3 million 
in City Council funds to 
acquire the property from 
developer DBH Associates 
and renovate it under the 
auspices of the city Parks 
Department.

“I’m thrilled to have al-
located this funding to turn 
this abandoned playground 
back into a beautiful green 
space that our whole com-
munity can enjoy,” Van 
Bramer said. “Community 
members have been advo-
cating for this space to be 
turned into a public park 
for decades. Today, we are 

one step closer to making 
that dream a reality.”

The lot at the corner 
of 39th Avenue and 50th 
Street was initially opened 
as a private playground 
for the children of the ten-
ants of the Phipps Garden 
Apartments, an afford-
able housing development 
across the street. The land 
had been abandoned since 
the mid-80s.

DBH purchased the lot 
in 2007 and in 2013 proposed 
the Aluminaire House proj-
ect. It was a controversial 
proposal to move an all-
aluminum “architecturally 
significant” house, built in 
the 1930s, to the lot as part 
of a complex that would in-
clude a two-story, eight-unit 
apartment.

The proposal met swift 
resistance from preser-
vationists, residents and 
elected officials, including 
Van Bramer. More than 

40 residents testified at a 
hearing of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
that October. U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 

Heights) even funded a bus 
to transport all who wanted 
to testify against the proj-
ect, which was ultimately 
quashed.

“This is a very, very 
close-knit community.  We 
know our neighbors and we 
have a strong sense of iden-
tity, what’s right for our 
community,” Van Bramer 
said. “I believe that every-
one here feels lucky to live 
in Sunnyside and Wood-
side, and we’re going to 
make sure that generations 
that come after us also feel 
lucky to call themselves 
Sunnysiders and Woodsid-
ers.”

Van Bramer was warm-
ly received by the dozens of 
Sunnyside residents, many 
of them from the Phipps 
Garden Apartments. Just 
two weeks earlier, Phipps 
withdrew it rezoning ap-
plication with the city that 
would have allowed the de-
veloper to build a 10-story, 
209-unit affordable housing 
development a block away 
on Barnett Avenue.

Van Bramer blocked the 

plan because of the project’s 
height, its unaffordability, 
the developer’s refusal to 
make changes based on 
community feedback and 
concerns over maintenance 
at the Phipps Gardens 
Apartments. Van Bramer 
stuck to his position despite 
pressure from the de Blasio 
administration even after 
a “polite but firm” face-to-
face conversation.

“Thank you for demon-
strating your support for 
me in recent weeks that 
had me, and our efforts, fac-
ing some stiff head winds,” 
Van Bramer told the crowd. 
“I fight really hard even 
sometimes against really 
powerful forces and we 
win. We win for this com-
munity.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Abandoned lot to become Sunnyside park
Van Bramer secures $3 million in funds to purchase vacant parcel of land from developer

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer announces a new greenspace in 
Sunnyside while thanking residents for their support after he 
blocked an affordable housing project. Photo by Bill Parry
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Join us for our OPEN HOUSE!

Sunday, October 16, 2016 11am-4pm

To apply to Molloy take the 
TACHS or CHSEE Exam:

Register at:
Exam Date:
Molloy Code:

www.tachsinfo.com
Nov. 5, 2016
012

TACHS: CHSEE:
www.chsee.org
Oct. 29, 2016
012

83-53 Manton Street 
Briarwood, NY 11435   

718-441-2100   
www.molloyhs.org

BY MARK HALLUM

The John Lennon Edu-
cational Tour Bus made 
a stop at Holy Cross High 
School at last week to intro-
duce students to techniques 
in music and video produc-
tion as part of their Come 
Together NYC Tour. 

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) sponsored 
the educational event, 
which found students en-
gaging and learning with 
a facility not readily avail-
able in their school or at 
home. Founded by Execu-
tive Director Brian Roth-
schild and Yoko Ono Len-
non almost two decades 
ago, The John Lennon 
Educational Tour Bus is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) which 
goes to where the youth are 
to keep the John Lennon 
legacy alive.

The day at Holy Cross at 
26-20 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
was filled with music and 

learning as well as dona-
tions to the school from 
Tour Bus in the form of an 
electric guitar, keyboard 
and other state-of-the-art 
production equipment. 
Holy Cross was also award-
ed a $1,000 check made out 
for “peace.”

The Tour Bus pulled its 
signature move Sept. 29 and 
formed the students into a 
giant human peace sign in 
the baseball field.

The bus introduces 
many students to the work 
of John Lennon and Yoko 
Ono as musicians and as 
peace activists and how 
they used their art and ce-
lebrity to focus attention 
on peace. Activism is also a 
talking point for each visit, 
but is far from the main ob-
jective, according to Roth-
schild.

“The real mission of the 
bus is providing students 
with the resources and the 
tools to come up with their 

own ideas, to realize their 
own vision for what they 
want to produce,” he said.

Rothschild was an art-
ist with Atlantic Records in 
the 1980s, but later switched 
to music management and 
worked with music groups 
such as the Fugees. Eventu-
ally, he crossed paths with 
Ono, who expressed inter-
est in his concept of a mo-
bile studio.

Three technicians work 
and live on the bus about 10 
months out of the year and 
are the main instructors for 
the program, which spends 
one day with a group of 
students of varying experi-
ence.

Vallone said he fell in 
love with the project when 
he first heard about it and 
allocated funds to bring it 
to his district.

“When we first saw this, 
we said this would be a per-
fect opportunity to bring 
this type of experience out 

here to northeast Queens. 
So this is really to me like 
the first step, because even 
the students didn’t know 
what to expect, and now 
that they know they have 

a whole musical studio or a 
live broadcast booth. They 
could put together a whole 
production right here.  
Who knows what they’re 
actually going to do,” Val-

lone said.
The councilman said 

he wants to bring the The 
John Lennon Educational 
Tour Bus to his district 
more often in the future, 
and a Holy Cross spokes-
woman said the school is 
putting together an effort 
to have the non-profit make 
a return in the spring.

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hilcrest) also spon-
sored the John Lennon bus 
for a visit to PS/MS 200 in 
Electchester.

“Our students must 
have opportunities to ex-
press their creativity while 
honing new digital skills 
and the Lennon Bus pro-
vides kids a chance to do 
just that,” said Lancman. 
“I’m pleased to support or-
ganizations that empower 
our students, and I’m look-
ing forward to seeing—and 
hearing—the students’ new 
skills.”

John Lennon bus makes stop at Holy Cross
Bayside students get masterful lessons in audio and video production from traveling non-profi t

The John Lennon Educational Tour Bus engaged students at Holy 
Cross High School. Courtesy of Holy Cross High School
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Holy Cross High School’s

2016 FALL 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 16, 2016 
from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Presentations at 1:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

RSVP online at 
www.holycrosshs.org

For more information, 
please call Mr. Robert Botero 

718.886.7250, Ext. 558 
or send a text to 718.309.0589
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housing bureau based out 
of Flushing.

“There is such enthusi-
asm about the way this is 
improving – not only the 
relationship between po-
lice and community – but 
the effectiveness of our 
police and the safety of 
our police,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said during a press 
conference held with Com-
missioner James O’Neill 
and other police brass at 
One Police Plaza Monday. 
“They are getting more in-
formation than ever before 
that can stop crimes before 
they happen, that can help 
them locate weapons, that 
can help them locate indi-
viduals who aim to do oth-
ers harm.” 

Crime in the seven ma-
jor categories tracked by 
police throughout the city 
has decreased 3 percent 
this year compared to the 
same point in 2015, includ-
ing a 10.9 percent drop in 
shootings and a 3.7 percent 
decline in murders during 
the periods in the respec-
tive years. Deputy Com-

missioner of Operations 
Dermot Shea said it was 
the safest September since 
Compstat, a statistical 
and analytical model for 
tracking trends in crime 
throughout the city and in 
individual precincts, was 
first introduced in 1994. 

Shea reported the 
NYPD had made 19,000 
arrests for the year, a 7.3 
percent reduction from 
the year before. Felony ar-
rests increased by nearly 5 
percent, with Shea saying 
a reduction in misdemean-
or arrests and a sharper 
focus on criminals who 
might commit violence 
had led to the total drop. 
He also speculated that 
the focus on people perpe-
trating violent acts may 
have led to an increase in 
assaults on officers, which 
spiked by 23 percent this 
year thus far.

By the end of October, 51 
percent of the precincts in 
the city will have incorpo-
rated the neighborhood po-
licing model, according to 
Chief of Department Car-
los Gomez, with 44 opera-
tional commands around 
the city applying the prac-

tice, which involves giv-
ing officers the time and 
guidance to become better 
acquainted with the com-
munities they patrol. 

In addition to bridging 
the trust divide between 
communities and cops, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
the approach would help 
police do their work.

“This is not social work. 
This is crime fighting,” de 
Blasio said. “There was 
too much information that 
did not reach our officers 
because there wasn’t a re-
lationship or there wasn’t 
enough trust.”

In Queens, neighbor-
hood policing was rolled 
out Monday at the 114th 
Precinct, which covers 
parts of Astoria, Long Is-
land City, Woodside and 
Jackson Heights; at the 
103rd Precinct, which in-
cludes parts of Jamaica, 
Hollis and Lakewood; and 
at Police Service Area 9, a 
housing bureau that cov-
ers northern and south-
ern parts of the borough. 
Gomez said that in the 
precincts already utilizing 
neighborhood policing, 
overall crime was down 

2.8 percent and shootings 
were down 8 percent.

“We’re getting more in-
formation and being more 
precise,” he said. “We’re 
targeting the right indi-
viduals.”

Turning to the stop, 
question and frisk prac-
tice, which gained renewed 
focus in the past week due 
to its prominence in the 
first presidential debate 
between Hillary Clinton 
and Donald Trump, Shea 
reported the NYPD con-
ducted nearly 9,000 fewer 
stop-and-frisks than the 
previous year. To chart the 
change in the department 
during the past five years, 
he pointed to the Brook-
lyn North patrol borough, 
where nearly 110,000 stops 
were performed in 2011.

“Year-to-date is just 
over 1,000,” he said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Crime

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2016

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

13-20 124th Street  •  College Point, New York 11356
718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

borough’s neighborhoods 
with a higher percentage of 
foreign-born residents than 
any otherplacd in Queens. 
Studies have shown that 
immigrant do not register 
to vote because of language 
barriers and lack of knowl-
edge of deadlines. 

“New York City is the 
most diverse city in the 
world, and candidates are 
vying for Asian-American 
support because they know 
we are a growing segment 
of the population,” Koo said 
Monday.  “Unfortunately, 
barriers in language often 
prevent new Americans 
from realizing their poten-
tial at the polls. Especially 
in immigrant communi-
ties, voter education is 
often as simple as letting 
people know how to regis-
ter. That’s what we’re doing 
today. FlushingFood.com 
is doing an outstanding 
service by carrying regis-
tration forms to its constit-
uencies, and I encourage 
everyone to remember to 
take part in our democracy 
and register to vote.”

It is an online and tele-
phone delivery service that 
enables Flushing residents 
to order food from vari-
ous Asian and American 
restaurants that include 
Incredibowl, Leaf Garden 
and Kono Chicken. Flush-
ingfood.com delivery driv-
ers will include voter reg-
istration forms with all 
their deliveries to encour-
age members of the Asian 
community to vote. The 
company will also deliver 
voter registration forms to 
residents even if they don’t 
order food. 

“Our delivery drivers 
are proud to include voter 
registrations in our deliv-
eries until Oct.14 in order 
to encourage voter regis-
tration,” Flushingfood.
com CEO James Chen said. 
“This is a simple way our 
company can further en-
gage with our customers. ”

You can reach Flushing-
food.com at 718 460 7858

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Voters
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those words are included in 
the mural now up at Kew 
Gardens Cinemas Park  on 
a wall of the building at 81-
05 Austin St.

According to Robicci, 
residents and pedestrians 
voiced their support for the 
project and complimented 
her on her work.

Noah Sheroff, founder of 
501(See)(Streets), has con-
tributed to bringing art to 
urban spaces, which rep-
resents the character and 
history of their neighbor-
hoods. In June, two murals 
near Forest Hills Stadium 
were painted depicting 
The Ramones, who grew 
up in the area, and profes-
sional tennis players who 
had played at the stadium 
across the decades.

A recent 501(See)
(Streets) project in Astoria 
paid homage to the neigh-
borhood’s Italian and Greek 
communities and bright-
ened what had been a dingy 
railroad overpass.

The positive response 

from the community for the 
murals at Forest Hills Sta-
dium prompted Sheroff to 
bring more street art to the 
adjacent neighborhoods. 

Sheroff made contact 
with Dangerfield’s widow, 
Joan, who was very recep-
tive to the project.

Sheroff commissions 
artists from every kind of 
background and funding 
comes from private donors 
and public officials. Robic-
ci, however, volunteered to 
do the work for free.

Dangerfield was born 
Jacob Cohen in Deer Park, 
L.I., but his mother moved 
the family to Kew Gardens 
when he was 10 years old 
after his father abandoned 
his family. He graduated 
from Richmond Hill High 
School in 1939 and peaked 
in popularity in the ‘80s.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Mural
tion to every single person 
who will see it, not only 
from the other side of the 
river, Manhattan, but from 
the people who live on this 
side and see it from here.” 

As the sponsors signed 
their names on the build-
ing during the dedication, 
Van Bramer included the 
name of Fausta Ippollito, 
an LIC resident and moth-
er of two who had long 
advocated with public offi-
cials to give the communi-
ty more library space. As 
one of the earliest organiz-
ers of the project, Ippollito 
led a petition drive, which 
collected thousands of sig-
natures of people who sup-
ported the construction 
of a new library. Ippollito 
died in 2011 from a rare 
form of cancer and was 
not able to see the ground 
breaking of the Hunters 
Point Library in May 2015.

“We are entitled in 
Queens County to have 
landmarks. Not just land-
marks of buildings that 
were built a hundred years 

ago,” Van Bramer said, 
“but even more important-
ly, to construct buildings 
that we know are land-
marks the day they open.”

Holl said his vision for 
building was not just to 

take up the entirety of the 
lot, but to build it vertical-
ly to make room for a read-
ing garden in the back and 
give those on the fourth 
floor stunning views of the 
surrounding area. 

The library is expected 
to open next summer.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Library

Library President Dennis Walcott, state Sen. Michael Gianaris and Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
held a topping off for architect Steven Holl's creation, soon to be the Hunters Point Community 
Library. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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NOW ACCEPTING

RESERVATIONS!
Spaces Filling Up Quickly! 

Reservations accepted through 
phone only. Please no emails.

October 10th - 13th

 & 17th - 20th

 Starting at 7:00pm
Featuring Live Music by

Die Spitzbuam
INCLUDES  4 COURSE MEAL

Menu To Be Announced
Call to Reserve your spot:

718.386.3014


