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BY BILL PARRY
 
Several elected officials say 

they believe yet another hotel in 
Queens has been earmarked by 
the Department of Homeless Ser-
vices to be partially converted 

into a shelter for the homeless. 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-

Jackson Heights), state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-East Elmhurst) said Monday 
they had learned that the Court-

yard by Marriott, located at 90-10 
Ditmars Blvd., has potentially 
been slated to house a population 
of up to 60 homeless single men, 
but City Hall refuted this.

“There are currently no plans 
to convert this hotel into a shelter 

or to temporarily rent rooms to 
help meet our legal and moral ob-
ligation to shelter homeless New 
Yorkers,” DHS spokeswoman 
Lauren Gray said. “We do have an 
open-ended RFP and are always 
looking to review strong propos-
als, but the Department of Home-
less Services has not received a 
proposal for this location.”

The three leaders said that 
while their communities remain 
sympathetic to the ongoing issue 
of homelessness in New York, 
their neighborhoods already car-
ry a fair share of the problem by 
hosting no less than five shelters, 
and that their experience with 
DHS brings the agencies credibil-
ity into question.

“When we reached out to DHS 
asking about the possible conver-
sion of the Clarion Hotel into a 
homeless shelter, DHS also said 
there were currently no plans for 
that purpose,” Peralta said. “Two 
months later, the Clarion Hotel 
(in East Elmhurst)  was trans-
formed, changing its name to The 
Landing, and it opened a home-
less shelter. Based on that record, 
how can I trust DHS?”

Last month, Peralta, Crowley 
and Moya became aware that DHS 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) announced progress had 
been made at an abandoned house 
in Flushing where he had previ-
ously held a July news conference 
to call attention to the danger-
ous and unhealthy condition of 
the long-neglected property. The 
land has been cleaned up, thanks 
to help from the Queens County 
Public Administrator’s office, 
and the house is going to auction 
in December.

The house at 50-19 175th Place 
had been abandoned for close to a 
decade with no trace of where the 
deceased owner’s son might be 
today or whether he is still alive. 
Trees and weeds had grown into a 
full-fledged forest and two cars in 
the driveway were left so packed 
with newspapers, some dating 
back to 1992, that the windows 
were broken out by moisture as 
The New York Times copies ex-
panded in the humid weather. The 
windows and doors have been ce-
mented up since a fire nearly took 
the building down. Residents 

BY BILL PARRY

A Jackson Heights 
church will bury a 150-year 
old mummy next month.

After nearly five years 
of testing, investigation 
and research, the Iron 
Coffin Lady, uncovered 
at a construction site in 
Elmhurst that was once the 

first site of today’s Saint 
Mark African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, will be 
commemorated, memori-
alized and buried on the 
weekend Nov. 6.

The church was origi-
nally founded in 1828 on 
the site of a burial ground 
of the United African Soci-
ety. St. Mark pastor, Rev. 

Kimberly Detherage says 
it is one of the first places 
freed slaves started their 
own church.

When construction be-
gan on a 32-unit apartment 
building at 90-11 Corona 
Ave. in 2011, a crew acci-
dently dug up the coffin of 
a woman believed to have 

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

150-year-old mummy to be buried

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Weeks after the School Construction Author-
ity announced it had selected a site for a new 
middle school in the Sunnyside Gardens area, 
community members and some elected officials 
are expressing caution about proceeding.

Plans to build a storm sewer that will dump out on the beach at MacNeil Park on the Long Island Sound has College 
Point residents up in arms. At a rally last week, state Sen. Tony Avella points in the direction of an existing pipe a 
short distance away and suggests the outflow go there instead.   Photo by Michael Shain

Avella calls 
on DOT to 
repair road

New school site 
faces opposition

Elected offi cials wary of DHS
City Hall denies it plans to use East Elmhurst hotel as homeless shelter

St. Mark AME Church in Jackson Heights 
will give a 150-year-old mummy a proper 
burial next month after a reception fea-
turing historical exhibits and lectures.  

Courtesy St. Mark AME ChurchContinued on Page 8

PROTECTING MACNEIL PARK
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY STEVE BARNES

When it comes to the 
worlds of film and televi-
sion, New York City has 
“the richest talent base in 
the country,” says Julie 
Menin, commissioner of 
the Mayor’s Office of Media 
and Entertainment.

But making sure that 
talent base accounts for 
all of the city’s residents 
remains a problem. Ac-
cording to MOME, several 
studies have indicated that 
women—along with people 
of color, those with disabili-
ties and LGBT individu-
als—are underrepresented 
both in front of and behind 
the camera. One of those 
studies, done by the Uni-
versity of Southern Califor-
nia’s Annenberg School for 
Journalism and Communi-
cation, found what it called 
“an inclusion crisis” in the 
industry. Not only were 
just 15.2 percent of direc-
tors across film, television 
and digital series female, 
that low level of representa-
tion also extended to writ-
ers (28.9 percent), series 
creators (22.6 percent), and 
even actors (with just 33.5 
percent of speaking roles 
taken by women).

“It’s incredibly discour-
aging that while women 
comprise 52 percent of the 
city’s population, less than 
10 percent of the top-gross-
ing films are directed by 
women,” Menin says.

Menin’s office is taking 
action to address that state 
of affairs. 

MOME has announced a 
series of initiatives direct-
ed at expanding the num-
ber of women working in 
all aspects of film and tele-
vision. These programs are 
aimed at raising the pro-
file of women in the city’s 
entertainment industry, 
which according to MOME, 
brings $9 billion into the 
city’s economy annually.

Two of those initiatives 
are directed specifically at 
getting female filmmakers 
the money they need to get 
the cameras rolling. The 
first of those, the MOME 
Women’s Fund for Film and 
Theatre, will provide $5 

million in cash grants over 
the next five years to “sup-
port film and theater proj-
ects by, for or about wom-
en.” MOME says that those 
funds will be dispersed at 
what it calls “strategic mo-
ments” during the course 
of the selected projects, pro-
viding the assistance need-
ed to complete them.

The other takes the idea 
of speed dating and brings 
it into the sphere of film fi-
nance. In a “speed funding” 
event for 50 filmmakers, 
participating filmmakers 
and producers will have 
the opportunity to meet 
with venture capital firms, 
angel investors and other 
funders. To qualify for 
participation in the event, 
filmmakers will have to be 
part of a team with a least 
one member claiming New 
York City residency. They 
will also need a finalized 
script of at least 60 minutes 
in length, either written 
by women or addressing 
women’s issues, and must 
be registered with the Writ-
ers Guild of America, East 
as well as having a director 
and producer committed to 
the project.

Another initiative 
targets screenwriters. A 
screenwriting competition 
will give its two winners 
the chance to have their 

scripts produced as pilots 
on NYC Media’s Channel 
25. One of those pilots will 
then be produced as an epi-
sodic series on the channel, 
reaching a potential audi-
ence of 18 million viewers.

Channel 25 is also part 
of another MOME project 
that has raising the profile 
of women in the media as 
its goal. Two new documen-
tary programs on the chan-
nel will focus exclusively 
on women. “The Vanguard: 
Women in Media” will fea-
ture such media pioneers 
as TV anchor and reporter 
Connie Chung, former 
New York Times editor Jill 
Abramson and Essence 
Magazine editor Vanessa 
De Luca, as well as telling 
the stories of emerging me-
dia figures. “Her Big Idea” 
has as its focus the works 
of women entrepreneurs, 
including the founders of 
Sarabeth’s, BarkBox, Fishs 
Eddy and more.

And as the last of the 
five initiatives, a new re-
port, “Women in the Di-
rector’s Chair: The MOME 
Report on Fairness in the 
Film Industry,”  will exam-
ine the comparative paths 
that male and female direc-
tors take as they progress 
in their careers.

Menin says she has re-
ceived a positive response 
from leaders in all of the 
city’s boroughs. Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz praised the initiative 
as “an innovative effort to 
help boost opportunities for 
women both in front of and 
behind the camera.”

As these initiatives roll 
out, Menin says MOME will 
be reaching out to women 
across the city to make sure 
they know about them as 
well as all of the other ser-
vices MOME provides. One 
of those, the “Made in NY” 
PA Training Program, of-
fers the chance to learn the 
ropes as a production as-
sistant, yet another way to 
enter the media industry.

For more information 
on the new initiative, the 
“Made in NY” program or 
any of MOME’s other offer-
ings, go to www.nyc.gov/
mome

BY BILL PARRY

The man who tried to 
convert a Maspeth hotel 
into a homeless shelter, 
setting off two months 
of protests that still con-
tinue, and rented rooms 
in other hotels around the 
borough without alerting 
officials came to Queens 
Wednesday night.

Human Resources 
Administration Commis-
sioner Steven Banks, who 
oversees the Department 
of Homeless Services, 
accepted an offer from 
Borough President Me-
linda Katz to review the 
state of homelessness in 
Queens at Borough Hall. 
In a second floor confer-
ence room, packed with 
elected officials and com-
munity board leaders who 
represent neighborhoods 
that have been shaken by 
attempts to convert hotels 
into shelters and the prac-
tice of renting rooms at 
hotels for homeless fami-
lies and individuals, with-
out providing notice to the 
same leaders.

Banks, a former com-
munity board member in 
Brooklyn, spoke of the le-
gal and moral obligation 
to shelter the homeless, 
at one point noting, “To-
day, we reached 60,000.” 
He said the shelter system 
was at capacity and as the 
city phases out cluster-
site homeless shelters, 
3,000 units in 260 privately 
owned buildings, because 
they are beyond repair, 
DHS has no other choice 
but to rent vacant hotel 
rooms.

“If a family comes to us 
in the middle of the night, 
we have to find a place for 
them and that’s where the 
hotels come in,” Banks 
said. “But New York has 
been renting commer-
cial hotel rooms since the 
Lindsey administration.”

He explained it was new 
policy to provide 30 days 
notice to community lead-
ers when the city wants 
to convert a hotel into a 
full shelter, but such noti-
fication for renting hotel 

rooms is not new. Banks 
explained, however, that 
he understands the chal-
lenges it creates for local 
leaders to not have prior 
knowledge when DHS 
rents rooms for the home-
less, and he promised that 
would change.

He also said the bor-
ough’s current number of 
sheltered homeless is at 
8,500 living in less than 
5,000 units. Then it was 
time for the question-and-
answer part of the eve-
ning.

“There are 22,000 emp-
ty or vacant units in public 
housing right now,” Com-
munity Board 5 Chairman 
Vincent Arcuri  said. “You 
could use them to house 
the homeless instead of 
wasting $189 a night at the 
Holiday Inn Express.”

CB 5 represents Mas-
peth, where so much of the 
drama unfolded in the last 
three months with rallies 
each weeknight and road 
trips to protest other com-
munities that have shel-
ters.

Banks disputed the 
figure saying, “If you can 
show me where they are, 
I’ll be the biggest advocate 
of using them.”

 And then came the 
first tense part of the meet-
ing. As he explained the 
way housing worked in 
the past, Banks said, “La-
Guardia had something 
Bill de Blasio does not.”

“Brains!” shouted Ar-
curi to laughter and more 
shouting, which caused 
Katz to restore order. “A 
federal partner,” Banks 
said, when things quieted 

in the conference room. 
And then City Council-

man Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) had his 
chance to speak. 

“For us in southeast 
Queens we’ve been deal-
ing with this issue since 
way before de Blasio came 
to office,” he said. “To say 
it’s a de Blasio issue is dis-
ingenuous.”

Richards said close to 
40 percent of all shelters in 
the borough are in south-
east Queens and that it 
was about time everyone 
did their fair share.

“It’s very unfair for one 
community to be saturated 
with the majority of the 
problem,” he said. “Histori-
cally these things have been 
placed in communities of 
color and now that they are 
being placed in places that 
historically aren’t there’s 
an uproar and protests and 
that’s the thousand pound 
gorilla.  And I had to put it 
out there.”

Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) stared  at the con-
ference room table with 
her arms crossed as Rich-
ards spoke. He had already 
left the room when she had 
her chance to speak and it 
was the tensest part of the 
evening.

Crowley said Banks 
was moving people out of 
clusters and into hotels.

“My community in 
Maspeth has been very 
hostile to DHS,” she said.

“Tell me about it 
they’ve visited me twice,” 
Banks said.

“Cause you lie,” she 
said.

Banks visits Boro Hall
to discuss shelter policy

Women get their shot
Initiatives promote careers of female fi lmmakers

City Social Services chief Steven Banks (r) prepares to make his 
case before the Borough Board.  Photo by Bill Parry 

Julie Menin, commissioner of 
the Mayor’s Office of Media 
and Entertainment, has an-
nounced initiatives to raise the 
profile of women in the city's 
film and TV industries.  

Courtesy of MOME
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HEY, NEIGHBOR! WE’RE RIGHT NEXT DOOR.

Online Banking  | Savings Accounts  | Personal Loans  | 30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
Home Loans  | Free Checking  | Vehicle Loans  | Low-Rate Credit Cards

NOW ALSO SERVING
��Briarwood  ��Cambria Heights
��Hillcrest  ��Hollis
��Jamaica  ��Jamaica Estates
��Jamaica Hills  ��Ozone Park
��Pomonok  ��Queens Village
��Richmond Hill ��South Jamaica
��St. Albans  ��Woodhaven 
��South Ozone Park

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Now in Queens Village, Qside serves more people in Queens than ever before. So 
you can enjoy all the perks of banking with a local credit union, where our members 
���������	��
	���.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A crowd of people wear-
ing pink in honor of breast 
cancer awareness month 
packed the 109th Precinct’s 
monthly community coun-
cil meeting last week. The 
meeting  focused on crime 
and transportation issues. 

Deputy Inspector Judith 
Harrison took the podium 
at the Oct. 12 meeting and 
pointed out a specific pat-
tern of grand larcenies hap-
pening in downtown Flush-
ing. She said that groups of 
two or three people would 
work together to rob unsus-
pecting victims. 

“What they would do is 
pour a substance on you 
and one person would bring 
it to your attention,” she 
said. “Then you start look-
ing down, patting yourself 
and while you are so busy 
trying to get the substance 
off of you, you don’t realize 
there’s someone behind you 
going into your bag.”

According to Harri-
son, there were three con-
firmed cases of this scheme 
in the 109th Precinct, one 
confirmed case in the 
111th Precinct and one in 
the 108th Precinct. Har-
rison said that while go-
ing through the complaint 
reports, she found some 
victims who didn’t realize 
they had been duped. When 
asked if they were bumped 
into, they would say no, not 
having noticed what was 
happening to them. Harri-
son then showed them foot-
age of robbers distracting a 
woman while a second went 
through her back pack.

When Harrison sent 
out her anti-crime team 
in plainclothes to blend in 
with the crowd, she said it 
was “like finding a needle 
in a haystack,” but they did 
manage to make an arrest. 

Crime stats were also 
discussed. Year-to-date 
robbery is up 18.2 percent 
to 162 from 137 cases for the 

same period in 2015. Grand 
larcenies were also up 2.6 
percent from 691 cases in 
2015 to 709 this year. Bur-
glaries inched up only 0.4 
percent, with 242 cases so 
far this year, compared to 
241 cases for same period 
in 2015. 

The 109th Precinct polic-
es areas of Flushing, Fresh 

Meadows, Whitestone, Col-
lege Point, Bay Terrace and 
part of Auburndale.

DOT Transportation 
Planner Richard Gippetti 
answered questions at the 
meeting about DOT chang-
es in the area, specifically 
the reconstruction of Main 
Street in Flushing. He told 
attendees that construction 

on the sidewalk widening 
began Oct. 17 and is set to 
end in July 2017. 

The project will recon-
struct and resurface the 
roadbed; replace manholes, 
fire hydrants and sewers; 
and widen the sidewalk 
from 38th Avenue to 41st 
Avenue. The sidewalk will 
be widened by as much as 

eight feet to create more 
space on an incredibly 
crowded pedestrian thor-
oughfare. This will be the 
first reconstruction of 
Main Street in more than 
20 years. As a result of the 
project, bus stops will be 
temporarily relocated, but 
officials have promised to 
warn commuters ahead 
of time through signs, as 
well as posts on social me-
dia and the MTA website 
in multiple languages to 
accommodate the large 
immigrant community in 
Flushing. 

Gippetti then took ques-
tions and complaints from 
residents. Residents asked 
for speed bumps, stoplights 
and signs to be installed in 
the area and Gippetti took 
down their complaints and 
promised to review them. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

109 Precinct meeting targets crime, transportation

Councilman Peter Koo makes an appearance at the 109th Precinct Community Council meeting.   
Photo by Gina Martinez
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PROUD PARTICIPANT OF THE 2016DINE IN
QUEENS

Dine at hundreds of restaurants in Queens,
 the city’s most diverse and multicultural borough.

.

*

For more information call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228 or visit itsinqueens.com

Sponsored by:

 
        

                
                          A QUEENS COURIER AND QNS.COM CONTEST

 
                      bestof.qns.com

THE QUEENS
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

At the corner of Guy 
R. Brewer Boulevard and 
112th Road in Jamaica, a 
new facility is offering af-
fordable housing and ser-
vices to grandparents who 
are raising teenagers or 
children, one of only two 
such facilities in the state.

The CGG Congregational 
Home is being maintained 
and sponsored by the Cal-
vary Baptist Church, which 
is located on Guy R. Brewer 
two blocks to the north of 
the facility. Executive Min-
ister Teddy R. Reeves said 
the new site would be a ben-
efit to grandparents who 
find themselves in an unex-
pected parental role.

“These grandparents 
are 62 or older. They never 
planned on raising teenag-
ers or children,” he said as 
he showed off the facility. 
“It’s beautiful to see this 
kind of inter-generational 
living. I think it could be a 
great model.”

The church acquired the 
property in the aftermath of 
protests over the shooting 
death of 10-year-old Clifford 
Glover at the hands of an 
off-duty white police officer 
in 1973. A picture of Glover 
hangs in the lobby, along 
with a framed photo of Mary 
Covington, a parishioner at 
Cavalry, who spearheaded 
the idea of the facility.

“We wanted to make 
sure we honored him,” 
Reeves said about Glover. 
“He was someone’s grand-
child.”

Reeves said the majority 
of the 53 units in the build-
ing were filled with grand-
parents raising teenagers, 
with a few bringing up 
children under 8 years old. 
Each unit is currently oc-
cupied, and Calvary found 
tenants through signs post-
ed in the neighborhood and 
through word of mouth. 

Reeves pointed out an 
office where social work-
ers can work, making it 
easier for the seniors in 
the building to access ser-
vices. Reeves and Law-
rence Campbell, a social 
worker with the Council on 
Adoptable Children, said 
maintaining heating was 
an essential concern for 
residents, with winter fast 
approaching.  The apart-
ments are affordable, but 
tenants must pay for their 
heating and other utilities.

“These are people on 
fixed incomes, and rais-

ing teenagers at that time 
of your life can be hard,” 
Campbell said.

Reeves said many of the 
tenants moved in the pre-
vious November. Children 
and teenagers can stay in 
the building until 21 or 26 
years old if they are en-
rolled in school or in the 
armed services. In the com-
munity center, works by 
an artist were hung on the 
wall, and Reeves said he 
intended to have a new art-
ist display their work every 
three months. Additional 
programs in the pipeline 
included services for build-
ing technological skills 
among the seniors.

“Computer skills will be 
essential to help build that 
inter-generational gap that 
can exist in the household,” 
he said. “You can miss a 
whole part of a young per-
son’s life without that con-
nection.”

BY MARK HALLUM

Woodhaven  Residents 
Block Association an-
nounced at a meeting last 
week that the Department 
of Transportation would be 
putting off the implementa-
tion of the Select Bus Ser-
vice plan, which has been 
a major source of commu-
nity outrage, until 2017. But 
the postponement, which 
should have been a step in 
the right direction to those 
hoping to stop the plan, 
was regarded as nothing 
more than a deceptive ploy 
to residents who saw a bus 
stop being installed just 
two days after the city said 
it would wait.

The controversial plan 
would reconfigure lanes 
and eliminate left turns at 
major intersections while 
installing a bus stop in 
the median of an accident-
prone thoroughfare, which 
residents contend the San-
itation Dept.  neglects dur-
ing snowstorms.

At the Oct. 13 meeting, 
WRBA Director Alexan-
der Blenkinsopp said the 
announcement to post-
pone the plan came short-
ly after an earlier Com-
munity Board 9 resolution 
to openly opposed SBS, 
which was initially taken 
as a gesture of goodwill. 
But the satisfaction at this 
was soon diminished two 
days later when construc-
tion began on a bus stop 
installation. 

“There was a construc-

tion crew on the southwest 
corner of Woodhaven Bou-
levard [and Jamaica Ave-
nue]. They were jackham-
mering the asphalt in the 
service road,” WRBA Vice 
President Giedra Kreg-
zdys said, explaining her 
conversation with one of 
the construction workers. 
“He said they’re expand-
ing the sidewalk, the me-
dian, for a bus stop. I was 
shocked. Obviously they 
weren’t grating it, they 
weren’t just painting lines 
where they might possibly 
put a construction site at 
some point. They were de-
stroying the street.”

WRBA President Mar-
tin Colberg said that con-
tinued opposition to SBS 
is the best option for keep-
ing traffic on the streets of 
Woodhaven to a minimum 
while keeping commuters 
and pedestrians safe.

“This is something that 
we’re going to continue 
to stay on top of, because 
DOT is going to try to 

push it down our throats,” 
Colberg said, mentioning 
that he would keep reach-
ing out to elected officials. 
“But that only works when 
people back down. We’re 
going to continue to fight. 
We have over 2,000 legit 
signatures on our petition 
saying we’re against this, 
it isn’t safe... They’re going 
to have a big fight on their 
hands, this ain’t over.”

Kenny Wilson, second 
vice chairman of CB 9, said 
he was told by DOT the 
construction was just an 
expansion of the median 
by 300 feet along Jamaica 
Avenue to accommodate 
the bus stop. Wilson, who 
claims to have a good re-
lationship with the DOT’s 
deputy borough commis-
sioner , said he felt he had 
been deceived. Instead of 
being told straight out that 
the city would be moving 
forward, he thought that 
he had been given a line 
instead of a real explana-
tion.

New home aids seniors
Jamaica facility houses grandparents raising kids

Executive Minister Teddy Reeves of the Calvary Baptist Church 
stands outside the new congregational home for seniors raising 
teenagers or children. Photo by Patrick Donachie

After city postpones SBS, 
bus stop is still being built

Woodhaven Residents Block Association met to announce 
that DOT had agreed to postpone the implementation of SBS, 
only to begin construction on a bus stop two days later. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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died in the 1850s. Her body 
was so well preserved she 
was thought to be a recent 
murder victim buried at 
the site. An archeological 
investigation discovered 
the remains of 15 others 
buried at the site.

Construction of the 

building has been on hold 
as preservationists and the 
church fight to preserve 
the burial ground while ne-
gotiations continue. 

Thomas McKenzie, pres-
ident of the Newtown Civic 
Association, explained: 
“Elmhurst is the oldest 
permanent settlement in 
Queens County and we 
have to preserve this bit of 
history. All great societies 
are remembered by the way 

it took care of their dead.”
The officers and mem-

bers of St. Mark have 
planned a memorial recep-
tion with lectures, exhibits 
and a silent auction Nov. 5. 
Speakers will include ar-
cheologist Scott Warnash, 
PhD, who was working out 
of the New York City Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office iden-
tifying 9/11 remains when 
he was called to the site to 
conduct the investigation 

on the “murder victim” re-
mains. 

Warnash, who has made 
an extensive study of iron 
coffins and the remains 
found inside them, will 
speak on their history as 
well as a possible identi-
fication of the Iron Coffin 
Lady through her DNA and 
artifacts.

The traditional funeral 
will be Sunday, Nov. 6, at 
4 p.m. at St. Mark AME 

Church on Northern Bou-
levard and 96th Street. De-
therage will eulogize the 
Iron Coffin Lady, and the 
service will feature trib-
utes from the church fam-
ily as well as officials of the 
AME Church.

The Iron Coffin Lady 
will be buried at Flushing 
Cemetery in Flushing Nov. 
7 following a procession 
that will leave St. Mark at 
9:30 a.m. 

“Her body was disturbed 
and poked and prodded and 
DNA’d,” Detherage said. 
“We just want to give her a 
proper send-off.”

Donations to offset the 
burial expenses, a memori-
al park creation and main-
tenance are encouraged 
and greatly appreciated, 
she added.

Please join us for a FREE seminar!
On facing those unexpected decisions when a loved one passes…

Please RSVP Nicole Esposito at (718) 357-6100

This event is sponsored by  
Your local Dignity Memorial®Funeral providers 

Frederick Funeral Home, Quinn-Fogarty Funeral Home, Harden Funeral Home and Francis X. Hatton Funeral Home

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2016  11:00 AM TO 2:30 PM

Hosted by: FREDERICK FUNERAL HOME
192-15 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358 • www.frederick-fh.com

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED!
DISCUSSION SPEAKERS AND TOPICS INCLUDE…

11:00 am
Janice Goldhaar, LCSW and Jacqueline 

Kassman, BSN, RN, CHPN
from the Visiting Nurse  Service of New York  

What is Hospice, the Myths and the Benefits?

12:30 PM LUNCH

11:30 am 
Cindy Godfrey, Tissue Recovery Specialist 
from LiveOnNY Learning the Facts Regarding 

Organ and  Tissue Donation

12:00 pm 
Ronald Fatoullah & Associates 

Estate Planning Including  
Health Care Proxy and Wills

1:45 pm 
Robert Krause 

From Catholic Cemeteries

1:15 pm 
Stephen Duer, Certified Presenter 

“Your Life Your Legacy” The Benefits to Pre-arranging a Funeral

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141

The potential site at the 
intersection of 48th Street 
and Barnett Avenue is cur-
rently occupied by a vacant 
warehouse which was the 
former site of the Clarence 
Stein Sunnyside Communi-
ty Garage and was designed 
by the famed architect. It is 
located outside of the Sun-
nyside Gardens Historic 
District but is listed on the 
state and National Register 
of Historic Places, accord-
ing to a web post by the 
Sunnyside Gardens Preser-
vation Alliance.

“This building on 48th 
Street across from Sun-
nyside Park is the one in 
greatest need for preserva-
tion within the Sunnyside 
Gardens planned commu-
nity,” the posting read.

The SCA had been seek-
ing a location for a new 
middle school in the area 
to alleviate overcrowding. 
The SCA’s capital plan iden-
tified a need for seats in the 
Sunnyside/Woodside sub-
district of District 30, and 
the school would include 
about 600 already funded 
seats. A time line on de-
sign and construction has 
not been finalized, and the 
SCA has not commented on 

whether the building cur-
rently occupying the space 
would need to be demol-
ished or could be incorpo-
rated into the new school.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) sent a 
letter to SCA President Lor-
raine Grillo relaying anx-
ious comments he said he 
heard from some constitu-
ents on whether or not the 
current building would be 
removed.

“These residents ex-
pressed a desire to see 
some aspect of the historic 
structure remain a part of 
the new building,” the let-
ter read. 

Sean McGowan, a par-

ent in the neighborhood 
and an advocate for a new 
middle school in the area, 
said he had heard a variety 
of arguments against the 
location, including a need 
for preservation, more 
children using the inter-
section, increased traffic 
and a decrease in property 
values. He said traffic was 
a concern, but he did not 
understand anxiety about 
surrounding neighborhood 
property values.

“I understand it’s 
change. I understand it’s 
different,” he said. “But I 
just can’t wrap my mind 
around the idea that replac-
ing an empty building with 

a modern school would low-
er property values.”

McGowan suggested 
that the city could rent 
parking spots in a nearby 
department store parking 
lot that he said was often 
empty during business 
hours for school staff.  He 
pointed out that the new 
school would likely not lead 
to a huge increase in car 
traffic at arrival and dis-
missal times because most 
children would likely be 
coming from the immedi-
ate area. 

The post from the Pres-
ervation Alliance left the 
door open for supporting 
the school.

“A new school could 
remedy the neglect this 
award-winning building 
has suffered in recent de-
cades, and a restoration of 
the principal facades would 
be a practical solution that 
brings pride to us all,” the 
post read. “If this is to be 
the site for the school, we 
agree with the leading pro-
ponents for the school: Clar-
ence Stein’s building must 
be restored, not destroyed.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 
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Visit us on the web at www.plattduetschehome.com

Plattduetsche 
RETIREMENT HOME

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND WELL TAKEN CARE OF

FEATURING
Private Apartments with Balcony  

 
 

 
Personal Care Assistance 

 
 

 
 

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2016 

1:00PM TO 4:00PM

FLEXIBLE

“The Best Kept Home  
on Long Island”
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have complained about rac-
coons and mosquitoes.

“This eyesore that has 
gone on for about a decade 
is finally going to be ad-
dressed,” Avella said. “As 
you can see, this is a well-
maintained, middle-class 
neighborhood. Homeown-
ers here pay some of the 
highest property taxes in 
the country. They want to 
live in a quiet, safe environ-
ment, and they have to live 
next to this eyesore. It’s un-
fortunate that it lasted for 
so long, but I’m happy that 
I’m working with the hom-
eowners and the Public Ad-
ministrator’s office.”

The owner, Stella Beck-
man, died about a decade 
ago, according to Avella. 
Her son, Franklin only 
returned to the house oc-
casionally after her death 
and could be seen by neigh-
bors sleeping on the porch, 
but he eventually stopped 
coming around. His where-

abouts today are not known, 
Gerard Sweeney, counsel to 
the Queens County Public 
Administrator, said at the 
Friday news conference. 

If the Beckman is still 
alive, the home could be a 
place to house a potentially 
homeless man, Sweeney 
said, adding that he fears 
the man may be buried on 
Hart Island in a paupers 
grave.

Sweeney said the estate 
was never resolved after 
the owner died and the 
younger Beckman did not 
assume the task of taking 
over ownership.

“The inside of this house 
is as bad as the outside,” 
Sweeney said, explaining 
the details of how to move 
the property to a new own-
er. “It’s a project for whoev-
er would want to acquire it, 
but we feel confident we’ll 
be able to sell it on Dec. 7.”

According to Sweeney, 
any information leading to 
the whereabouts of Beck-
man would greatly benefit 
the man suspected of being 

homeless. An insurance re-
covery done by an appoint-
ed guardian after the fire 
would go toward renovat-
ing the house for Beckman 
to live in. Sweeney has been 
in contact with the medical 
examiner’s office to deter-
mine the fate of Beckman.

Sweeney had been told 
by the guardian they had 
hired a private investiga-
tor to locate Beckman, but 
found no trace of him. No-
body has seen him since 
April.

Elaine Marmiroli, who 
has lived in the neighbor-
hood since 1952, said she 
knew Beckman since he 
was a child. 

“Very sweet person, but 
very withdrawn and intro-
verted,” she said. “If you 
reach out to him, he might 
not answer immediately, 
but he always talked to us.”

The auction is set to take 
place at the Queens County 
Public Administrator’s of-
fice at 88-11 Sutphin Blvd., 
in Jamaica.

Continued from Page 1 

Zombie

CDC
Sustaining Homes 
Strengthening Communities

Services Provided:
Eligibility check for U.S. citizenship

Complete citizenship application
Help with fee waiver

Free Attorney review and consultation

FREE
citizenship
application
assistance

Thursday, October 27th, 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Charles B. Wang Community Health Center, Flushing

137-43 45th Avenue, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Flushing, NY 11355

Limited capacity, call to reserve 
space or more information:

Anna Xing
at CBWCHC

212.941.2233 Ext: 2533
axing@cbwchc.org

Rasel Rahman
at Chhaya CDC

718.478.3848 Ext: 23
rasel@chhayacdc.org

Bring the following information and documents:
Your green card, social security card and all passports you 
have been issued since you have had your green card

Your address and job history for the last 5 years

Date of your marriage, if you are married

Date of your divorce, if you were ever divorced

List of all your children, name, date of birth, residency
card number and address

If you have ever been arrested, certificates of disposition 
for all arrests

Additional documents for Fee Waiver application
(Please call for more details)

In collaboration with

had been housing homeless 
families for months at a 
Holiday Inn Express in Co-
rona.  Again, there was no 
notice provided to elected 
or community leaders.

“Whether the Courtyard 
by Marriott will be yet an-
other quietly placed shelter 
for the homeless remains to 
be seen, but my experience 
in my district has been that 
getting a straight answer 
on these matters has been 
hit or miss,” Moya said. 
“Homeless families and 
individuals deserve bet-
ter than these conditions, 
and this community has 
already done its fair share 
to combat the rise of home-
lessness.”

Meanwhile, anger 
against DHS spread to 
the Rockaway peninsula 
where the city is now rent-
ing rooms at the Playland 
Motel to house homeless 
families.

More than 100 Rockaway 
residents gathered Sunday 
at a Knights of Columbus 
Hall to hear City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (D-Ozone 
Park), who denounced the 
city’s move.

“Instead of fulfilling his 

pledge to end the use of ho-
tels to shelter people who 
have fallen on hard times, 
Mayor de Blasio quietly 
signed a deal to use Play-
land Motel in Rockaway 
Beach as a homeless facil-
ity. I am outraged. My con-
stituents - and all New York-
ers - deserve better,” Ulrich 
said. “Mayor de Blasio’s so-
called progressive agenda 
has caused the homeless 
population to skyrocket. 
The time has come for this 
administration to put forth 
real and meaningful so-
lutions that will actually 
help people find permanent 
housing and rebuild their 
lives. The Playland Motel is 
not the right answer.”

The boutique motel, lo-
cated just a block from the 
surf on Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard, is closing Nov. 
1.  

“There are no plans to 
convert this location into a 
shelter,” Gray said. “We are 
currently renting rooms at 
this location to help meet 
our legal and moral obli-
gation to shelter homeless 
families with children.”

Ulrich organized a pub-
lic demonstration that was 
to take place on the steps 
of City Hall this Friday 
morning to protest what 
he called de Blasio’s failed 

homeless policies.  
“Since Mayor de Blasio 

took office, the homeless 
population in our city has 
skyrocketed to record lev-
els,” Ulrich said.  “Now 
more than ever, New York-
ers want real solutions that 
actually help people who 
have fallen on hard times.  
We demand a better plan.”

In Maspeth, where 
nightly protests have 
tripled since DHS moved 
30 homeless men into the 
Holiday Inn Express Oct. 
10, a civic leader who spear-
headed  the protests said 
the Maspeth-Middle Vil-
lage Task Force would be at 
the City Hall.

“We’ve been talking 
with Ulrich about this since 
August,” Juniper Park 
Civic Association Presi-
dent Bob Holder said. “But 
I guess the Playland Mo-
tel moved him to go ahead 
and reserve the steps. We 
said we were going to go to 
City Hall and we’re going to 
bring our coalition of civic 
organizations with us with 
our message that putting 
homeless in hotels is bad 
policy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

KICK OFF THE WEEKEND  WITH

Enjoy our Friday 

Prix Fix Menu

3 COURSES, ONLY $21.95!
Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE Join our Mailing List

for specials, news and promotions!

Text  to 


