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BY BILL PARRY

Children are bearing the 
brunt of South Corona’s ex-
ploding population, according 
to several elected officials. 
Standing in front of class-
room trailers at PS 16 on 114th 
Street, they demanded  an im-
mediate response to the dis-
trict’s overcrowded schools, 
urging the city to downgrade 
South Corona’s existing zon-
ing code to lower the neighbor-
hood’s density. 

“What was a one- or two-
family home now becomes a 
six- or seven-story building,” 
state Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“In South Corona, we see the 
consequences of letting too 
much happen too soon. The 
neighborhood can’t absorb the 
burgeoning population and 
students end up suffering for 
it. Our schools are well over-
capacity, forcing students to 
cram into unsafe trailers that 
are frigid in the winter and 
microwaves in the summer. 
Downzoning South Corona 
would alleviate some of the 
pressure these schools face 
and buy time for Corona’s in-
frastructure to begin catching 
up where it needs to be.”

According to the U.S. Cen-

BY BILL PARRY

The man who tried to con-
vert a Maspeth hotel into a 
homeless shelter, setting off 
two months of protests that 
still continue, and rented 
rooms in other hotels around 
the borough without alert-
ing officials came to Queens 
Wednesday night.

Human Resources Ad-
ministration Commissioner 
Steven Banks, who oversees 
the Department of Homeless 
Services, accepted an offer 
from Borough President Me-
linda Katz to review the state 
of homelessness in Queens 
at Borough Hall. In a second 
floor conference room, packed 
with elected officials and com-
munity board leaders who 
represent neighborhoods that 
have been shaken by attempts 
to convert hotels into shelters 
and the practice of renting 
rooms at hotels for homeless 
families and individuals, 
without providing notice to 
the same leaders.

Banks, a former commu-
nity board member in Brook-
lyn, spoke of the legal and 
moral obligation to shelter the 
homeless, at one point noting, 
“Today, we reached 60,000.” He 
said the shelter system was at 
capacity and as the city phases 
out cluster-site homeless shel-

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Public Advocate Letitia 
James has released her list 
of the 100 worst landlords 
throughout New York City 
and the landlord at No. 1 is the 
landlord for two buildings in 
Queens.

In top place, Harry D. Sil-
verstein is the landlord for 575 
separate units in eight differ-
ent buildings throughout the 
city. Silverstein is the landlord 
for 39-30 59 St. in Woodside, 
and is also the landlord at 87-
40 165th St. off  Hillside Ave-
nue in Jamaica Hills. He runs 

a single building in Kings-
bridge in the Bronx, with the 
rest of his properties located 
in Brooklyn.

Silverstein’s buildings had 
2,032 violations from the Hous-
ing and Preservation Depart-
ment, and was also saddled 

Continued on Page 52
Harry Silverstein is the landlord for this building at 87-40 165 St. in 
Jamaica. Google Earth

The man in the middle of the homeless-shelter firestorm in Queens, Department of Social Services 
Commissioner Steven Banks (r), prepares to make his case before the Borough Board—essentially the heads 
of the 14 community boards plus Borough President Melinda Katz—at Borough Hall. Photo by Bill Parry

Corona needs
rezoning of 

nabe’s density

James releases worst landlord list

Banks visits Borough Hall
HRA commish attends heated session about homeless shelters in Queens
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BY MARK HALLUM

Woodhaven  Residents 
Block Association announced 
at a meeting last week that the 
Department of Transporta-
tion would be putting off the 
implementation of the Select 
Bus Service plan, which has 
been a major source of com-
munity outrage, until 2017. 
But the postponement, which 
should have been a step in the 
right direction to those hop-
ing to stop the plan, was re-
garded as nothing more than 
a deceptive ploy to residents 
who saw a bus stop being in-
stalled just two days after the 
city said it would wait.

The controversial plan 
would reconfigure lanes and 
eliminate left turns at major 
intersections while installing 
a bus stop in the median of an 
accident-prone thoroughfare, 
which residents contend the 
Sanitation Dept.  neglects 
during snowstorms.

At the Oct. 13 meeting, 
WRBA Director Alexander 
Blenkinsopp said the an-
nouncement to postpone the 
plan came shortly after an 
earlier Community Board 9 
resolution to openly opposed 
SBS, which was initially tak-
en as a gesture of goodwill. 

But the satisfaction at this 
was soon diminished two 
days later when construction 
began on a bus stop installa-
tion. 

“There was a construction 
crew on the southwest corner 
of Woodhaven Boulevard 
[and Jamaica Avenue]. They 
were jackhammering the 
asphalt in the service road,” 
WRBA Vice President Giedra 
Kregzdys said, explaining 
her conversation with one 
of the construction workers. 
“He said they’re expanding 
the sidewalk, the median, for 
a bus stop. I was shocked. Ob-
viously they weren’t grating 
it, they weren’t just painting 
lines where they might pos-
sibly put a construction site 
at some point. They were de-
stroying the street.”

WRBA President Martin 
Colberg said that continued 
opposition to SBS is the best 
option for keeping traffic on 
the streets of Woodhaven to 
a minimum while keeping 
commuters and pedestrians 
safe.

“This is something that 
we’re going to continue to 
stay on top of, because DOT 
is going to try to push it 
down our throats,” Colberg 
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 Copyright©2016 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

At the corner of Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard and 112th 
Road in Jamaica, a new facil-
ity is offering affordable hous-
ing and services to grandpar-
ents who are raising teenagers 
or children, one of only two 
such facilities in the state.

The CGG Congregational 
Home is being maintained and 
sponsored by the Calvary Bap-
tist Church, which is located 
on Guy R. Brewer two blocks 
to the north of the facility. 
Executive Minister Teddy R. 
Reeves said the new site would 
be a benefit to grandparents 
who find themselves in an un-
expected parental role.

“These grandparents are 62 
or older. They never planned 
on raising teenagers or chil-
dren,” he said as he showed 
off the facility. “It’s beautiful 
to see this kind of inter-gener-
ational living. I think it could 
be a great model.”

The church acquired the 
property in the aftermath of 
protests over the shooting death 
of 10-year-old Clifford Glover at 
the hands of an off-duty white 
police officer in 1973. A picture 
of Glover hangs in the lobby, 
along with a framed photo of 
Mary Covington, a parishioner 
at Cavalry, who spearheaded 
the idea of the facility.

“We wanted to make sure 
we honored him,” Reeves said 
about Glover. “He was some-
one’s grandchild.”

Reeves said the majority 
of the 53 units in the building 
were filled with grandparents 
raising teenagers, with a few 
bringing up children under 
8 years old. Each unit is cur-
rently occupied, and Calvary 
found tenants through signs 
posted in the neighborhood 
and through word of mouth. 

Reeves pointed out an of-
fice where social workers can 
work, making it easier for 

the seniors in the building to 
access services. Reeves and 
Lawrence Campbell, a social 
worker with the Council on 
Adoptable Children, said main-
taining heating was an essen-
tial concern for residents, with 
winter fast approaching.  The 
apartments are affordable, 
but tenants must pay for their 
heating and other utilities.

“These are people on fixed 
incomes, and raising teenag-
ers at that time of your life can 
be hard,” Campbell said.

Reeves said many of the 
tenants moved in the previous 
November. Children and teen-
agers can stay in the building 
until 21 or 26 years old if they 
are enrolled in school or in the 
armed services. In the com-
munity center, works by an 
artist were hung on the wall, 
and Reeves said he intended to 
have a new artist display their 
work every three months. 
Additional programs in the 

pipeline included services for 
building technological skills 
among the seniors.

“Computer skills will be es-
sential to help build that inter-
generational gap that can ex-
ist in the household,” he said. 
“You can miss a whole part of 
a young person’s life without 
that connection.”

Reeves said that ground 
breaking began in 2013, and a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony had 
been held earlier in October. 
He said he was elated at the 
opening and excited about the 
facility’s potential for resi-
dents and the greater Jamaica 
community.

“Actually seeing the people 
making it a home is rewarding 
and shows that the labor’s not 
in vain,” he said.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Woodhaven Residents Block Association met to announce that DOT 
had agreed to postpone the implementation of the controversial 
SBS plan, only to begin construction on a bus stop two days later. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Executive Minister Teddy Reeves of the Calvary Baptist Church stands 
outside the new congregational home for seniors raising teenagers or 
children. Photo by Patrick Donachie

City postpones SBS, 
but builds bus stop

New home aids seniors
Jamaica facility houses grandparents raising kids

Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY

A Jackson Heights church 
will bury a 150-year old mum-
my next month.

After nearly five years of 
testing, investigation and re-
search, the Iron Coffin Lady, 
uncovered at a construction 
site in Elmhurst that was once 
the first site of today’s Saint 
Mark African Methodist Epis-
copal Church, will be com-
memorated, memorialized and 
buried on the weekend Nov. 6.

The church was originally 
founded in 1828 on the site of 
a burial ground of the United 
African Society. St. Mark pas-
tor, Rev. Kimberly Detherage 
says it is one of the first places 
freed slaves started their own 
church.

When construction began 
on a 32-unit apartment build-
ing at 90-11 Corona Ave. in 
2011, a crew accidently dug up 
the coffin of a woman believed 
to have died in the 1850s. Her 
body was so well preserved 
she was thought to be a recent 

murder victim buried at the 
site. An archeological investi-
gation discovered the remains 
of 15 others buried at the site.

Construction of the build-
ing has been on hold as preser-
vationists and the church fight 
to preserve the burial ground 
while negotiations continue. 

Thomas McKenzie, presi-
dent of the Newtown Civic Asso-
ciation, explained: “Elmhurst 
is the oldest permanent settle-
ment in Queens County and 
we have to preserve this bit of 
history. All great societies are 
remembered by the way it took 
care of their dead.”

The officers and members 
of St. Mark have planned a me-
morial reception with lectures, 
exhibits and a silent auction 
Nov. 5. Speakers will include 
archeologist Scott Warnash, 
PhD, who was working out of 
the New York City Medical 
Examiner’s Office identify-
ing 9/11 remains when he was 
called to the site to conduct the 
investigation on the “murder 
victim” remains. 

Warnash, who has made an 
extensive study of iron coffins 
and the remains found inside 
them, will speak on their his-
tory as well as a possible iden-
tification of the Iron Coffin 
Lady through her DNA and 
artifacts.

The traditional funeral 
will be Sunday, Nov. 6, at 4 
p.m. at St. Mark AME Church 

on Northern Boulevard and 
96th Street. Detherage will 
eulogize the Iron Coffin Lady, 
and the service will feature 
tributes from the church fam-
ily as well as officials of the 
AME Church.

The Iron Coffin Lady will 
be buried at Flushing Cem-
etery in Flushing Nov. 7 fol-
lowing a procession that will 

leave St. Mark at 9:30 a.m. 
“Her body was disturbed 

and poked and prodded and 
DNA’d,” Detherage said. “We 
just want to give her a proper 
send-off.”

Donations to offset the buri-
al expenses, a memorial park 
creation and maintenance are 
encouraged and greatly appre-
ciated, she added.

St. Mark AME Church in Jackson Heights gives a 150-year-old mummy a proper burial next month after a re-
ception featuring historical exhibits and lectures.  Courtesy St. Mark AME Church

‘Iron Coffi n Lady’ to be laid to rest in Jax Hgts
150-year-old mummy was discovered during construction at historic church site

©2016 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. 
SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the 
College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities 
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BY MARK HALLUM

Woodhaven Residents 
Block Association held a can-
didates forum for hopefuls on 
the ballot for state Senate and 
Assembly where the com-
munity asked the candidates 
last week about how they 
would be addressing afford-
able housing, homeless shel-
ters, illegal conversions and 
Select Bus Service.

Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven), his 
Republican opponent Joseph 
Maldonado, state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
and his GOP rival, Michael 
Conigliaro, all attended.

Miller told the audience 
he was in favor of Select Bus 
Service in Woodhaven, but 
there were aspects of the 
city’s plan he would like to 
avoid. He advocated for the 
community to make the best 

of SBS at the Oct. 13 event at 
American Legion Post at 89-
02 91st St.

“I don’t agree with taking 
a lane of traffic away from 
the main road, I don’t agree 
with people waiting on a me-
dian to get a bus. I just don’t 
think it’s safe,” Miller said. 
“And as I’ve said month after 
month, what are you going to 
do in the snow? [Department 
of Sanitation] doesn’t come 
out to plow the streets.”

Maldonado’s top prior-
ity is to address the issue of 
homeless shelters in Queens 
by circulating people out of 
shelters and helping those is-
sued with Section 8 vouchers 
find housing. He said the rea-
son why people stay in shel-
ters is because there are no 
programs to get people out, 
while shelter owners are ben-
efitting financially from city 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio is 
urging Albany to pass a slate 
of reforms to allow same-day 
voter registration, early vot-
ing and the consolidation of 
primary elections. There are 
nearly two million individuals 
in New York state who are not 
registered to vote, and half of 
them live in the city, he said 
last week.

“Conducting free and fair 
elections is a sacred duty of 
government, yet in New York 
state, the way we hold elec-
tions is outdated, underfunded 
and seems designed to discour-
age participation,” de Blasio 
said. “We’re here to say that 
in New York City we’re fight-
ing for every voice to be heard. 
We need to make our call loud 
and clear: our system needs to 
be fairer and more open if we 

want our democracy to be a 
representative one.”

Other reforms include the 
use of electronic poll books to 
ease the voting process and 
mitigate long waits to vote, re-

formatting the way ballots to 
make them easier to use, and 
the pre-registration of 16- and 
17-year-olds so they automati-
cally become active on their 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens Republicans held a 
fund-raiser last week in sup-
port of their local candidates 
and GOP presidential candi-
date Donald Trump. 

Queens GOP Night 2016 
was held at Douglaston Manor 
Oct. 13 and was hosted by Bob 
Turner, the chairman of the 
Queens Republican party. At 
the event were the borough’s 
Republican candidates who 
gave speeches about their 
platforms and what to expect 
in the upcoming election. The 
candidates mingled with one 
another and gave out fliers 
and yard signs to garner sup-
port. 

Queens only has one Repub-
lican lawmaker, Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and the GOP candidates all ad-
mitted they were facing an up-
hill battle but were willing to 
fight. The candidates stressed 
the same point: that Queens’ 
Democratic officeholders tend 
to be all talk but offer no real 
solution. 

Turner was particularly 
proud of this year, consider-

ing there are 21 Republican 
candidates running in 2016 
as opposed to last year when 
there were only three. He said 
he thought their chances this 
year were good and now the 
borough’s constituents know 
that there is a choice, so they 

do not have to settle for the sta-
tus quo. The candidates also 
pledged to support Trump, 

despite the Queens native’s 
controversial remarks about 
women.

The candidates all took the 
podium to introduce them-
selves and discuss their cam-
paign platforms. 

Hollis Hills resident Mark 

Cipolla is running against 
Tony Avella for the 11th state 
Senate District. in northeast 
Queens. Cipolla has had a le-
gal career as an assistant dis-
trict attorney and criminal 
prosecutor in Brooklyn for 
five years. Cipolla believes 
that he is a good alternative to 
Avella, who he describes as an 
“establishment” politician. 

“Tony Avella, the guy I’m 
running against, he is a life-
time politician,” he said. “He’s 
been in office since 2010, and 
been in politics since he grad-
uated college. He’s a big fan 
of using taxpayer money for 
things I don’t believe in.”  Ci-
polla went on to say, “So while 
I have a grassroots campaign, 
raising money from neigh-
bors, strangers, he’s getting 
big time money from his col-
leagues, from big time unions, 
corporations, and he somehow 
manages to sell himself as the 
‘little guys’ candidate.’ I don’t 
get it.”

Ira Harris, who is running 
for the Assembly against Da-
vid Weprin in District 24,  also 
wants to see a change. He said 

Mayor Bill de Blasio proposes a number of electoral reforms that would 
make the system more voter friendly. Photo by Michael Shain 

Queens GOP Night was held at Douglaston Manor.  Photo by Gina Martinez

Republicans host Queens GOP night
Fund-raiser held in support of local candidates, presidential nominee Donald Trump

Mayor urges electoral reform
to make state’s system fairer

Woodhaven quizzes 
candidates on issues 

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016 Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 28 Continued on Page 28
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BY MARK HALLUM

The American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Making Strides Against 
Cancer walk Sunday in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park saw 
a turnout which rivaled last 
year’s and raised awareness 
and funds for breast cancer 
research, education, early de-
tection efforts and patient ser-
vice programs. The disease is 
the most frequently diagnosed 
form of cancer among women 
and is the second-leading 
cause of cancer-related deaths 
in women.

Some 127,000 New Yorkers 
showed up at walks citywide 
and raised over $5 million for 
the cause. Queens played its 
part with 12,000 walkers and 
$661,000 raised on the three-
mile march through the park. 

At the Survivors Tent, re-
turning men and women who 
have lived through breast 
cancer registered for the walk 
and some reunited with Survi-
vor Tent Lead Fran Holzman. 
Holzman said the tent is not 
only a place to get involved, 
but it is also where those who 
have been struck with the ill-
ness go to celebrate life when 
they return to the walk. 

Every year there are more 
survivors, she said. However, 
it is not uncommon for Holz-
man to reach out to volunteers 
from previous years and learn 

that they are no longer alive.
Robin Reeman is a 23-year 

survivor and Relay for Life of 
Bayside member who has been 
participating in the walk since 
it started on Queens Boule-
vard in 1993.  Going through 
the motions of a normal life is 
the most important part of get-
ting through the illness, she 
said.

Fran Hicks, an 18-year 
cancer survivor, works with 
the American Cancer Society 
offering emotional support to 
patients newly diagnosed.

“When they find out that 
I’m a survivor, their faces light 
up because they know that I 

can relate, and it’s wonderful,” 
Hicks said. “When I talk to 
them, it builds me up again.”

Bob Chu, a breast and pros-
tate cancer survivor since 
2012, stressed the importance 
of early detection through 
prostate-specific antigen test-
ing and general evaluations. 
Like many of the walkers, can-
cer has affected other mem-
bers of his family; His sister 
succumbed to breast cancer in 
1980, he said.

Since 1993, nearly 12 mil-
lion supporters have helped to 
raise $750 million nationwide 
for the cause.

BY BILL PARRY

The City Council passed 
three measures and one reso-
lution last week to count and 
bring more robust services to 
LGBTQ individuals and people 
of color in the five boroughs. 

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
the prime sponsor of two of 
the bills, hailed the passage 
of data equity legislation that 
would allow New Yorkers to 
accurately identify their race, 
ethnicity, gender identity and 
sexual orientation, bringing 
“so many of New York’s com-
munities out from the margins 
of society,” he said.

Intro 251-A will require 
city agencies such as the De-
partment of Education and the 
Department of Homeless Ser-

vices to collect data on the top 
30 ethnicities and languages 
in the city and all data col-
lected from these forms will 
be posted on the city’s website. 
Intro 552-A will require these 
agencies to collect data on 

sexual orientation and gender 
identity.

“Now we count. This leg-
islation is historic,” Dromm 
said. “It will provide the LG-
BTQ community and people 

BY STEVE BARNES

When it comes to the 
worlds of film and televi-
sion, New York City has “the 
richest talent base in the 
country,” says Julie Menin, 
commissioner of the Mayor’s 
Office of Media and Enter-
tainment.

But making sure that tal-
ent base accounts for all of 
the city’s residents remains 
a problem. According to 
MOME, several studies have 
indicated that women—along 
with people of color, those 
with disabilities and LGBT 
individuals—are underrep-
resented both in front of and 
behind the camera. One of 
those studies, done by the 
University of Southern Cali-
fornia’s Annenberg School 
for Journalism and Commu-
nication, found what it called 
“an inclusion crisis” in the 
industry. Not only were just 
15.2 percent of directors 
across film, television and 
digital series female, that low 
level of representation also 
extended to writers (28.9 per-
cent), series creators (22.6 per-
cent), and even actors (with 
just 33.5 percent of speaking 
roles taken by women).

“It’s incredibly discourag-
ing that while women com-
prise 52 percent of the city’s 
population, less than 10 per-
cent of the top-grossing films 
are directed by women,” 
Menin says.

Menin’s office is taking 
action to address that state of 
affairs. 

MOME has announced a 
series of initiatives directed 
at expanding the number 
of women working in all as-
pects of the film and televi-
sion industry. From helping 

filmmakers find funding for 
their projects to encouraging 
budding screenwriters to pro-
viding a platform for women 
to showcase their work, these 
programs are aimed at rais-
ing the profile of women in 
the city’s entertainment in-
dustry, which according to 
MOME, brings $9 billion into 
the city’s economy annually.

Two of those initiatives 
are directed specifically at 
getting female filmmakers 
the money they need to get 
the cameras rolling. The first 
of those, the MOME Women’s 
Fund for Film and Theatre, 
will provide $5 million in 
cash grants over the next 
five years to “support film 
and theater projects by, for or 
about women.” MOME says 
that those funds will be dis-
persed at what it calls “stra-
tegic moments” during the 
course of the selected proj-
ects, providing the assistance 
needed to complete them.

The other takes the idea 
of speed dating and brings 
it into the sphere of film fi-
nance. In a “speed funding” 
event for 50 filmmakers, 
participating filmmakers 
and producers will have the 
opportunity to meet with 
venture capital firms, angel 
investors and other funders. 
To qualify for participation 
in the event, filmmakers will 
have to be part of a team with 
a least one member claim-
ing New York City residency. 
They will also need a final-
ized script of at least 60 min-
utes in length, either writ-
ten by women or addressing 
women’s issues, and must be 
registered with the Writers 
Guild of America, East as 
well as having a director and 

City Councilman Danny Dromm joins First Lady Chirlane McCray at a 
Thrive NYC event at Diversity Plaza. The City Council passed two of his 
bills that will help serve the LGBT and minority communities better. 

Courtesy Dromm's office

Julie Menin, commissioner of the Mayor’s Office of Media and 
Entertainment, has announced a series of initiatives meant to raise 
the profile women in the city's film and TV production industries. 

Courtes of the Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment

More than 500 teams and nearly 4,000 participants raised $316,700 
at the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk event at Flushing 
Meadows Park Sunday.

City is giving women 
a shot at fi lm careers

Dromm’s data equity bills pass

Queens walks for cure
12,000 turn out for event to raise money for research

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Weeks after the School Construc-
tion Authority announced it had se-
lected a site for a new middle school 
in the Sunnyside Gardens area, com-
munity members and some elected 
officials are expressing caution about 
proceeding.

The potential site at the intersec-
tion of 48th Street and Barnett Avenue 
is currently occupied by a vacant ware-
house which was the former site of the 
Clarence Stein Sunnyside Community 
Garage and was designed by the famed 
architect. It is located outside of the 
Sunnyside Gardens Historic District 
but is listed on the state and National 
Register of Historic Places, according 
to a web post by the Sunnyside Gar-
dens Preservation Alliance.

“This building on 48th Street across 
from Sunnyside Park is the one in 
greatest need for preservation within 
the Sunnyside Gardens planned com-
munity,” the posting read.

The SCA had been seeking a loca-
tion for a new middle school in the 
area to alleviate overcrowding. The 
SCA’s capital plan identified a need for 
seats in the Sunnyside/Woodside sub-
district of District 30, and the school 
would include about 600 already fund-
ed seats. A time line on design and con-
struction has not been finalized, and 
the SCA has not commented on wheth-
er the building currently occupying 
the space would need to be demolished 
or could be incorporated into the new 
school.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) sent a letter to SCA President 
Lorraine Grillo relaying anxious com-
ments he said he heard from some con-
stituents on whether or not the current 
building would be removed.

“These residents expressed a desire 

to see some aspect of the historic struc-
ture remain a part of the new build-
ing,” the letter read. 

Sean McGowan, a parent in the 
neighborhood and an advocate for a 
new middle school in the area, said 
he had heard a variety of arguments 
against the location, including a need 
for preservation, more children using 
the intersection, increased traffic and 
a decrease in property values. He said 
traffic was a concern, but he did not 
understand anxiety about surround-
ing neighborhood property values.

“I understand it’s change. I under-
stand it’s different,” he said. “But I just 
can’t wrap my mind around the idea 
that replacing an empty building with 
a modern school would lower property 
values.”

McGowan suggested that the city 
could rent parking spots in a nearby 
department store parking lot that he 
said was often empty during business 
hours for school staff.  He pointed out 
that the new school would likely not 
lead to a huge increase in car traffic 
at arrival and dismissal times because 
most children would likely be coming 
from the immediate area. 

The post from the Preservation Al-
liance left the door open for supporting 
the school.

“A new school could remedy the ne-
glect this award-winning building has 
suffered in recent decades, and a resto-
ration of the principal facades would be 
a practical solution that brings pride to 
us all,” the post read. “If this is to be 
the site for the school, we agree with 
the leading proponents for the school: 
Clarence Stein’s building must be re-
stored, not destroyed.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Preservationists in the Sunnyside area have expressed concern about a proposed middle 
school for this location on 48th Street and Barnett Road. Photo by Bill Parry

School site criticized 
by preservationists
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COME TO A FREE MEDICARE
SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Hours of Operation:
Monday – Saturday, 8 AM – 8 PM
After 8 PM, Sundays & Holidays:

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 
1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG
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(while supplies last)
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A 69-year-old woman was 

assaulted outside a Jamaica 
deli Saturday morning, and 
police were asking for the pub-
lic’s help in finding the suspect 
in the attack.

Police said that at 8:10 
a.m. in front of the King Deli 
and Grocery at 107-60 Sut-
phin Blvd., 28-year-old Rich-
ard Springer, also known 
as “Kwasi,” exited the store, 
approached the woman and 
allegedly punched her in the 
head. She fell to the ground 
after the attack and Springer 
fled the scene, according to 
the NYPD. The New York Post 
reported the woman was going 
to meet with fellow women in 
a church group when she was 
attacked.

EMS and NYPD officers 
responded to the scene of the 
attack, and the EMS work-
ers transported the woman to 
Jamaica Hospital where she 
was in stable condition, ac-
cording to the NYPD. The Post 
reported that the woman had 
suffered a brain aneurysm 
and underwent surgery at the 

hospital, and also had a sur-
veillance video of the incident, 
showing the assailant fighting 
with someone inside the deli 
before exiting and striking the 
woman in the head.  She falls 
backward and appears to hit 
her head on the sidewalk in 
the video. The assailant con-
tinues around the corner, dis-
appearing out of the surveil-
lance footage frame.

Springer’s last known ad-
dress was 147-21 109th Ave., a 
few short blocks from the site 
of the attack, according to the 
NYPD. Police released a photo 
of Springer to the public and 
described him  as being 5-foot-
11 and weighing 175 pounds. 
Springer has brown eyes, 
black hair in corn rows and a 
tattoo of the name “Emily” on 
his right arm.

Police said Springer was 
last seen wearing a black 
sweatshirt, blue jeans and 
black boots, and encouraged 
anyone with information about 
the case to contact the NYPD 
Crime Stoppers at 1 (800) 577-
TIPS or submit tips online 
at www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com. All calls were confiden-
tial, police said.

The Post reported Springer 
was presently on parole after 
a February conviction for rob-
bery, perjury and criminal 
possession of stolen property. 

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A Kew Gardens man who 
first claimed his girlfriend 
had been shot in a home in-
vasion but later admitted he 
accidentally shot her in the 
head, leaving her helpless for 
life, has been sentenced to 12 
years in prison for criminal 
possession of a weapon and 
other charges, the Queens 
DA said.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said Steven 
Diaz, 33, of 127th Street in 
Kew Gardens had been held 
in jail since his arrest in 
February 2014 on $2 million 
bond. He was convicted last 
month of criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, criminal 
possession of marijuana and 
tampering with evidence.

Acting Queens Supreme 
Court Justice John Latella 
pronounced the sentence Oct 
13.

Brown said that according 
to trial testimony, between 
4:30 a.m. and 6:30 a.m. on Feb. 

9, 2014 the victim, Amanda 
Rivera, was shot in the head 
with a 9mm handgun in the 
couple’s apartmemt. 

Diaz took Rivera to a hos-
pital and told responding 
police that he was a drug 
dealer and that three masked 
robbers attempted to steal 
his stash of marijuana, the 
DA said. Brown said Diaz 
claimed one of the masked 
gunmen shot Rivera.

According to trial re-
cords, Diaz later admitted 
that he accidentally fired the 
shot that struck Rivera and 
that on the way to the hos-
pital he tossed the weapon 
into the sewer. A search for 
the pistol was unsuccessful, 
but when police searched the 
defendant’s apartment, they 
found more than 50 pounds of 
marijuana.

Rivera , 25, lives in a nurs-
ing home with permanent 
brain damage and cannot 
speak or in any way commu-
nicate.

The NYPD says Richard Springer 
punched a 69-year-old woman out-
side a Jamaica del. NYPD

Kew Gds man gets
12 years in gun case

Woman assaulted in Jamaica

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Richmond Hill) and 
state Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Jamaica) held a 
news conference in front of 
the proposed drop-in center 
on 100- 32 Atlantic Ave. urg-
ing the Department of Home-
less Services to reconsider 
the site. The lawmakers were 
joined by community leaders 
who all agreed that a home-
less shelter should not be 
opened when there are two 
schools less than 1,000 feet 
away from the site. 

Wills also announced a 
town hall meeting Oct. 25 
and invited DHS and Break-
ing Grounds to attend.

The proposed transitional 
home would be run by the 
non-profit Breaking Grounds, 
which has several locations 
in all five boroughs. Break-
ing Grounds is a street out-
reach program that provides 
supportive temporary hous-
ing to the homeless while 
helping them find permanent 
housing. During their stay, 
the organization provides 
them with food, medical care 
and a place to sleep.

Wills’s main concern 
against the shelter is that 
Breaking Grounds does not 
screen for sex offenders. 

According to Wills, New 
York State Penal Law 65.10 
prohibits certain geographi-
cally restricted sex offenders 
from knowingly entering into 
or upon a school’s grounds. 
High School For Construc-
tion Trades, Engineering 
And Architecture is just 
two blocks away and PS 161 
Arthur Ashe School is three 
blocks away. 

The Pan Am hotel, which 

is being used to shelter home-
less in Elmhurst, came under 
fire for allowing two sex of-
fenders to slip through. 

“This is neither about 
the reputation of Breaking 
Ground nor its performance 
in providing bridges to sup-
portive and affordable hous-
ing to the city’s street home-
less,” Wills said. “On the 
other hand, I do not wish for 
it to be associated with the 
inadequacies that have led 
to unintentional violations of 
state statutes that govern the 
movements of certain sex of-
fenders. A facility that serves 
an adult homeless popula-
tion simply should not be lo-
cated less than 200 feet from 
a school.”

 Wills said he had asked 
DHS and Breaking Ground to 
consider another location. 

 He urged the city agency 
and nonprofit to attend the 
two hall  to hear from the 
community and to describe 
the merits of their own plan.

Toward the end of  the 
news conference a homeless 
woman approached Wills 
and stood up for the home-
less, making sure to remind 
people that not all homeless 
people are bad. 

“I’m homeless because I 
got evicted by my daughter,” 
she said. “I lived in Whit-
estone for 40 years and I got 
evicted. Now I have to live in 
a shelter until I get housing. 
I’m not an alcoholic, not ev-
eryone who lives in a shelter 
is a bad person, I’m a profes-
sional . I want you to take a 
look at the people who live in 
the shelters.”

Miller wants the city to 
step up and find better solu-
tions to solve the homeless 

BY BILL PARRY
 
Several elected officials 

say they believe yet another 
hotel in Queens has been ear-
marked by the Department of 
Homeless Services to be par-
tially converted into a shelter 
for the homeless. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-East Elmhurst) said 
Monday they had learned that 
the Courtyard by Marriott, 
located at 90-10 Ditmars Blvd., 
has potentially been slated to 
house a population of up to 60 
homeless single men, but City 
Hall refuted this.

“There are currently no 
plans to convert this hotel into 
a shelter or to temporarily rent 
rooms to help meet our legal 
and moral obligation to shelter 
homeless New Yorkers,” DHS 
spokeswoman Lauren Gray 
said. “We do have an open-end-
ed RFP and are always looking 
to review strong proposals, 
but the Department of Home-
less Services has not received 
a proposal for this location.”

The three leaders said that 
while their communities re-
main sympathetic to the on-
going issue of homelessness 
in New York, their neighbor-
hoods already carry a fair 
share of the problem by host-
ing no less than five shelters, 
and that their experience with 
DHS brings the agencies cred-
ibility into question.

“When we reached out to 
DHS asking about the pos-
sible conversion of the Clarion 
Hotel into a homeless shel-
ter, DHS also said there were 
currently no plans for that 
purpose,” Peralta said. “Two 
months later, the Clarion Hotel 
(in East Elmhurst)  was trans-
formed, changing its name to 
The Landing, and it opened 
a homeless shelter. Based on 
that record, how can I trust 
DHS?”

Last month, Peralta, Crow-
ley and Moya became aware 
that DHS had been housing 
homeless families for months 
at a Holiday Inn Express in 
Corona.  Again, there was no 
notice provided to elected or 
community leaders.

“Whether the Courtyard 
by Marriott will be yet an-
other quietly placed shelter 
for the homeless remains to be 
seen, but my experience in my 

district has been that getting 
a straight answer on these 
matters has been hit or miss,” 
Moya said. “Homeless families 
and individuals deserve bet-
ter than these conditions, and 
this community has already 
done its fair share to combat 
the rise of homelessness.”

Meanwhile, anger against 
DHS spread to the Rockaway 
peninsula where the city is 
now renting rooms at the Play-
land Motel to house homeless 
families.

More than 100 Rockaway 
residents gathered Sunday at 
a Knights of Columbus Hall 
to hear City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (D-Ozone Park), who 
denounced the city’s move.

“Instead of fulfilling his 
pledge to end the use of hotels 
to shelter people who have fall-
en on hard times, Mayor de Bla-
sio quietly signed a deal to use 
Playland Motel in Rockaway 
Beach as a homeless facility. I 
am outraged. My constituents 
- and all New Yorkers - deserve 
better,” Ulrich said. “Mayor de 
Blasio’s so-called progressive 
agenda has caused the home-
less population to skyrocket. 
The time has come for this ad-
ministration to put forth real 
and meaningful solutions that 
will actually help people find 
permanent housing and re-
build their lives. The Playland 
Motel is not the right answer.”

The boutique motel, located 
just a block from the surf on 
Rockaway Beach Boulevard, 
is closing Nov. 1.  

“There are no plans to 

convert this location into a 
shelter,” Gray said. “We are 
currently renting rooms at 
this location to help meet our 
legal and moral obligation to 
shelter homeless families with 
children.”

Ulrich organized a public 
demonstration that was to 
take place on the steps of City 
Hall this Friday morning to 
protest what he called de Bla-
sio’s failed homeless policies.  

“Since Mayor de Blasio 
took office, the homeless popu-
lation in our city has skyrock-
eted to record levels,” Ulrich 
said.  “Now more than ever, 
New Yorkers want real solu-
tions that actually help people 
who have fallen on hard times.  
We demand a better plan.”

In Maspeth, where nightly 
protests have tripled since 
DHS moved 30 homeless men 
into the Holiday Inn Express 
Oct. 10, a civic leader who 
spearheaded  the protests said 
the Maspeth-Middle Village 
Task Force would be at the 
City Hall.

“We’ve been talking with 
Ulrich about this since Au-
gust,” Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation President Bob Holder 
said. “But I guess the Playland 
Motel moved him to go ahead 
and reserve the steps. We said 
we were going to go to City 
Hall and we’re going to bring 
our coalition of civic organi-
zations with us with our mes-
sage that putting homeless in 
hotels is bad policy.”During the press conference, Ruben Wills shakes hands with a home-

less woman who wandered into the event and defended people like 
herself who use the shelter system.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Elected officials warn that the Courtyard by Marriott in East Elmhurst 
may be the next borough hotel to house homeless. The city denies it. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Offi cials wary of DHS
City denies earmarking East Elmhurst hotel as shelter

Wills expresses angst 
over drop-in center

Continued on Page 52
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Blotter
JAMAICA — The NYPD was seek-

ing the public’s assistance in trying to 
find an unidentified man for question-
ing about a burglary.

Police said the suspect entered a pri-
vate house near the intersection of Lib-
erty Avenue and 172nd Street through 
a side door at about 4:45 p.m. When he 
entered, police said he took a PlaySta-
tion 4 video game system, a Toshiba 
laptop, an Apple iPad and a collection 
of video games.

Police released a photo of the man 
they are seeking for questioning, and 
said he was last seen wearing a gray 
hoodie, black pants and a green shirt.

The NYPD requested that anyone 
with information about the burglary or 
the man in the photo call NYPD Crime 
Stoppers at 1 (800) 577-TIPS or submit 
tips online at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com. All calls would be confiden-
tial, police said.

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — The 
NYPD asked for the public’s help in 
trying to locate a missing Springfield 
Gardens man.

Police said that Anthony Brown, 67, 
was last seen leaving his home near the 
corner of 146th Road and 178th Place at 
5:30 p.m. on Oct. 17. Police described 
him as about 5 feet 5” and weighing 155 
pounds. Police said he had brown eyes, 
gray hair and a beard, and was last 
seen wearing a black hat, brown pants, 
black sneakers and a red sweater.

Police also released a photo of the 
missing individual, and encouraged 
anyone with any information to call 
the NYPD Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1 
(800) 577-TIPS or to submit tips online 
at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com. The 
NYPD said all calls would be confiden-
tial.

FLUSHING—Police were search-
ing for two men suspected of assault in 
Flushing. 

According to police, at 10:45 p.m. 
Oct. 10 two men approached a 26-year-
old man at the rear of 43-18 Main St. 
and punched him in the head. Police 
said the suspects fled the location in an 
unknown direction. EMS transported 

the victim to Booth Memorial Hospital 
where he was treated and released. Ac-
cording to police the victim sustained 
an injury to his head. 

Police describe the suspects as male 
Asians in their mid-20s with brown 
eyes and black hair. According to po-
lice, the suspects were both last seen 
wearing dark colored tops and jeans. 

The man in this photo is wanted in con-
nection with a burglary in the vicinity of 
Liberty Avenue and 172nd Street. 

Courtesy NYPD

Two men sought in Flushing assault: Cops

Springfield Gardens man missing

NYPD looking for suspect in Jamaica burglary
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Anthony Brown of 178th Place was last seen 
on Monday. Courtesy NYPD

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 21–27, 2016 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

Call to enroll or make an in-person appointment  
1-855-551-4365
(TTY 1-888-542-3821) 
7 days a week, 8am–8pm 

Visit www.HFNYMedicare.org

Choose one of our quality Medicare Advantage plans for New Yorkers 

while there’s still time. You’ll get access to doctors close to home, and 

benefits such as free transportation to appointments, and prescription 

drug coverage. Plus, you’ll save with:

$0
or low monthly 
plan premiums

$0
or low copays for 

primary care doctors

$0
or low copays for 
preventive dental

*Times and locations subject to change.

Healthfirst Health Plan, Inc., dba Healthfirst Medicare Plan, offers HMO plans that contract with the Federal Government. Enrollment in Healthfirst 
Medicare Plan depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. Limitations, 
copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may 
change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Please contact the plan for further details. A sales person 
will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 1-888-260-1010 and TTY 
1-888-542-3821. Healthfirst Medicare Plan complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-
260-1010 (TTY 1-888-867-4132). 注意: 如果您使用繁體中文, 您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-542-3821)。

© 2016 HF Management Services, LLC. 1882  H3359_MKT17_41 Accepted 09062016 

FREE Medicare 
information sessions
Get help choosing the right plan. 
Call 1-855-551-4365 to reserve 
your space at a session near you.* 
Light refreshments will be served. 

Manhattan   
Chelsea 
Gramercy Park 
Hell’s Kitchen 
Lower East Side 
Midtown West 
Morningside Heights 
Upper East Side 
Upper West Side

Queens 
Astoria 
Long Island City

FREE tote bag  
when you attend!

While supplies last. Limit one 
per person, with no obligation 
to enroll.

Here for you
with Medicare Advantage plans that fit your budget



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 21–27, 201612    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Notwithstanding independent 
corroboration shortly after sever-
al women alleged that they were 
sexually harassed by Republican 
presidential nominee Donald J. 
Trump, not only does he deny the 
allegations, he claims he never 
met some of the women and that 
their complaints constitute a con-
spiracy to deny him the election. 

His scenario also includes a 
claim the microphone was delib-
erately tampered with at his first 
debate; the debates were rigged; 
he has no respect for the non-
partisan Commission on Presi-
dential Debates; if he loses the 
election it was rigged; the media 

are crooked and if elected he will 
change the libel laws (evidencing 
he is unaware that it is Congress 
that enacts legislation and not 
a President); his absurd claim 
without a scintilla of evidence 
that Hillary Clinton meets in se-
cret with international bankers 
to plot the destruction  of U.S. 
sovereignty.

Most disturbing is the fact 
that Mr. Trump has now been re-
duced to extreme rabble rousing 
reminiscent of dictators, claim-
ing if he is not elected, this coun-
try will no longer be a democracy 
and worldwide civilization will 
be doomed. He and only he, can 

be the world’s savior. Really?  Mr. 
Trump is confused about a wall 
at the border with Mexico. The 
real wall he is currently involved 
with, is the one from which he 
has now fallen off together with 
his absurdities. In describing 
Trump as “what an ugly Ameri-
can male looks like,” Tom Al-
lon  hits the nail squarely on the 
head. (“Trump’s flaws could seal 
his fate”—Flushing Times Octo-
ber 14-20, 2016).

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing
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This was supposed to the Year of the Woman with 
Hillary Clinton poised to crash through the glass 
ceiling—before Bernie Sanders, the private email 
server saga and Donald Trump’s unexpected burn-
and-slash path to the GOP nomination.

But in an extraordinary turn of events, Trump’s 
lewd comments about women have unleashed pro-
tests around the country as women take to the streets 
as well as social media to condemn his remarks 
about their bodies and their relevance in today’s so-
ciety. Boasting about his pursuit of women  in a 2005 
tape, Trump revived stereotypes of the Alpha male 
boss harassing the lesser sex.

The world has changed, however, and Trump has 
ignited a spontaneous feminist movement, a clearly 
unintended consequence of his presidential run.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria) and Public 
Advocate Letitia James joined other elected officials 
and women’s groups outside Trump Tower this week 
waving signs that said “Trump Demeans Women.”

Their message was clear: We will not give up the 
progress women have made—hard-won victories 
with many barriers to employment, elected office 
and the corporate boardroom  dismantled.

Maloney, a women’s rights advocate and longtime 
Clinton supporter, stood in for the Democratic nomi-
nee who has been sidelined on this issue by Trump’s 
attacks on her husband, Bill Clinton, which paint 
her as an enabler of his escapades. Ironically, Mela-
nia Trump has also defended her husband’s antics.

Other lawmakers in Queens have had little to say 
publicly about Trump’s indiscretions with the politi-
cal landscape in flux as the steady stream of disturb-
ing revelations about each candidates is released.

Two Queens GOP leaders characterized Trump’s 
remarks about women as locker room talk and a 
bump on the road, but this was in response to a 
TimesLedger reporter’s questions. 

As for gender politics, Queens has had three fe-
male borough presidents in a row. Women hold seats 
in Congress, the City Council and state Legislature, 
but the numbers should be higher.

Queens also produced Geraldine Ferraro, the first 
woman nominated for vice president by a mainstream 
political party. Trump left his Queens roots behind 
in the move across the river to Manhattan, where he 
now claims to have great respect for women.

If that’s the case, one has to wonder why the first 
female candidate to win a major party nomination 
for president is facing an opponent who brags about 
his conquests and rates women on their sex appeal.  
Would that be a winning strategy if he were running 
against a man?

WOMEN JUST SAY NO

Trump cooks up more conspiracies
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READERS WRITE

To:
John F. Kerry, 
Secretary, 
U.S.  Department of State

Jeh C. Johnson, 
Secretary, 
U.S. Department of  
Homeland Security

We write to respectfully 
request that you grant Tempo-
rary Protected Status (TPS) to 
recently arrived, eligible Hai-
tian nationals residing in the 
United States. In light of the 
recent havoc wrought on that 
country by Hurricane Mat-

thew and the ongoing cholera 
epidemic, we do not believe 
it it safe or humane to deport 
non-criminals back to Haiti at 
this time.

After losing hundreds of 
thousands of its citizens to 
a devastating earthquake in 
2020, and battling an unrelent-
ing cholera epidemic that also 
began that year, Haiti is again 
facing high death tolls at the 
hands of Hurricane Matthew, 
which made landfall there on 
October 4. Reportedly, over 
1,000 Haitians have died and 
potentially billions of dollars 
in damage has been wrought. 

It is simply imperative that 
we protect non-violent Haitian 
nationals from deportation to 
a country in the midst of such 
turmoil.

Temporary Protected Sta-
tus (TPS) was created for pre-
cisely this reason—to offer 
temporary, humane protection 
to foreign nationals living in 
the U.S. when extraordinary 
conditions make it impossible 
for them to return home. We 
believe the widespread dam-
age and destruction in Haiti 
make these people eligible for 
TPS designation, and we urge 
you to swiftly consider it.

TPS has been granted to 
Haiti in the past, following 
the devastating earthquake in 
2010. We believe this is again 
the safest route to avoid further 
burdening the Haitian govern-
ment in this time of severe 
distress. Current law already 
provides strict eligibility cri-
teria to protect our national 
security, such as excluding 
criminals from this designa-
tion. TPS is not a pathway to 
citizenship, nor is it a means 
for bringing over relatives. 
When the TPS designation of 
a country is terminated, those 
foreign nationals revert to the 

immigration status they held 
before the designation was 
granted.

In short, TPS is a tempo-
rary, compassionate response 
that the U.S. can make in addi-
tion to all the other assistance 
we are providing in the region. 
We must assist the victims of 
this natural disaster and on-
going epidemic. Thank you for 
your consideration.

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator

Kirsten Gillibrand
United State Senator

-**“Briarwood,”  the MTA 
speaker proudly announced 
to the F-train passengers, as if 
Hollywood was on the horizon 
with the Walter Mittys hum-
ming the classic Phillips’ tune,  
“California Dreamin’.”  Within 
two square blocks of the town, 
you may see the redundancy 
of three 99 Cents stores, three 
bodegas, three laundromats, 
three Chinese restaurants, 

three pharmacies, four beauty 
parlors, five dry cleaners and 
seven gambling venues vend-
ing Lotto.

No theater. No music store. 
No dance or music studios. No 
arts, crafts or hobby shops. No 
bookstore. No computer store. 
No vibrant church extracur-
ricular activities. Nothing of 
any superior cultural value 
may be found due to no com-

munity planning, despite mul-
tiple community associations.

So, “What shall I do now? 
What shall I do?  /  I shall rush 
out as I am, and walk the street 
/ With my hair down, so.  What 
shall we do to-morrow? / What 
shall we ever do?”  (The Waste 
Land, 1922 - T. S. Eliot) 

 
Joseph N. Manago
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

There are ongoing and 
future efforts to deal with 
complaints by various transit 
advocacy groups concerning 
problems with MTA NYCT 
and MTA Bus services and 
ridership loss. The Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity New York City Transit has 
already awarded contracts for 
$200 million to purchase and 
install a new bus radio system, 
along with $150 million for 
purchase and installation of a 
new East New York Brooklyn 

Bus Command Center. 
Both the bus radio system 

and bus command center sup-
port operations of over 6,000 
buses, providing service in all 
five boroughs. MTA NYCT are 
also in the process of spending 
$1 billion for purchasing over 
1,000 new buses. MTA Bus has 
programmed $300 million to 
buy over 400 new buses. There 
are other projects and plans 
outlined in both the 2015 - 2019 
Five Year Capital Plan and 
2014 - 2034 Twenty Year Capi-

tal Needs Assessment Plan for 
even more investments to sup-
port both the NYCT and MTA 
bus systems.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
 
(Larry Penner is a trans-

portation historian and advo-
cate who previously worked 31 
years for the US Department of 
Transportation Federal Tran-
sit Administration Region 2 NY 
Office.)

Make investments in city buses

What happened to Briarwood?

Now is not the time to deport Haitians

PUMPKIN PROJECTILE

Ready to go at the New York Hall of Science in Corona, a cat-
apult—nicknamed Chuck—is seconds away from throwing a 
pumpkin half the length of a football field. The demonstration is 
the museum's seasonal tribute to the fall pasttime called Punkin 
Chunkin, where farmers compete to see how far they can fling a 
pumpkin via catapult. Honest.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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I
t seems that the tendency 
has been in recent years 
to downplay the value of 
vice presidential candi-

dates. At this time, however, 
vice presidents have given an 
added importance to the cam-
paign.

In 1992 the elder George 
Bush picked Dan Quayle as 
his running mate. It was prob-
ably one of the reasons for 
his defeat that year because 
Quayle was so controversial 
with the voters.

In 1984 Walter Mondale 

was defeated in 49 of 50 states 
by Ronald Reagan. One rea-
son may have been that he 
had Geraldine Ferraro as his 
vice presidential running 
mate. Ferraro’s campaign did 
not go over very well with the 
majority of the voters.

The debate we recently 
saw between Mike Pence and 
Tim Kaine will have an effect 
on the presidential campaign. 
Pence was generally consid-
ered the winner, which can 
help the Republican Party in 
the forthcoming election.

As we look at the recent 
vice presidential debate, both 
candidates have experience 
in state and federal govern-
ment and both are good pub-
lic speakers. But Kaine inter-
rupted Pence a significant 
number of times and hurt his 
image somewhat. Pence main-

tained a quiet composure and 
did not get excited. This gave 
him a favorable impression 
with the voters. Both candi-
dates covered their subjects 
well.

I would favor debates with 
all personal attacks elimi-
nated and only the issues de-
bated.

I have never seen a presi-
dential race like this one with 
so many personal attacks. 
Hopefully, in the future this 
will be eliminated.

When we consider the first 
debate of 1960 between Vice 
President Richard Nixon and 
U.S. Sen. John Kennedy, it 
seems like there were no per-
sonal attacks at all and both 
candidates stuck to the is-
sues. In fact, during the first 
debate, Kennedy did not men-
tion Nixon’s name. The first 

Nixon-Kennedy debate could 
be called very formal.

Looking at the vice presi-
dential candidates, President 
Dwight Eisenhower at some 
point was probably sorry he 
chose Nixon as his running 
mate in 1952 and 1956.

It could be said that the 
1950s was the time that Rich-
ard Nixon was politically 
prevalent as vice president.  
As president he was forced 
out of office by the Nixon-Wa-
tergate scandal.

Vice President Lyndon 
Johnson, after he became 
president, at first was deter-
mined to pursue the Vietnam 
War. By 1968 he was trying to 
find ways of ending the Viet-
nam conflict. Vice presidents 
who become presidents rarely 
feel they are obligated to fol-
low the policies of the presi-

dent they replaced.
It is very important that 

the presidential candidate 
pick a strong vice presiden-
tial candidate. When we view 
the seven times during our 
political history that a vice 
president has become presi-
dent due to the president dy-
ing of natural causes or be-
ing assassinated, with the 
one exception being Richard 
Nixon who resigned due to a 
scandal, we see how crucial 
the choice of a vice president 
can be.

If anything, more time 
and effort should be given to 
choosing a vice presidential 
candidate. The choice of a 
vice presidential candidate 
can be just as important as 
the choice of a presidential 
candidate.

I
n a St. Francis College 
classroom in downtown 
Brooklyn last week, a law 
professor dad introduced 

his son, now 30-something, 
and said, “I’m very proud of 
him.”

The dad, Larry Dubin, told 
the small audience about his 
son Nick growing up, play-
ing tennis, graduating from 
college, and eventually writ-
ing three books. What dad 
wouldn’t be proud?

Then he talked about his 
son’s diagnosis: Asperger’s 
Syndrome, a developmental 
disorder on the autism spec-
trum. As a young child, Nick 
flapped his arms and jumped 
a lot. At 3, he barely spoke. As 
an adult, he still cannot tie 
his shoes, making it all the 
more impressive that he has 
achieved so much.

Then the dad added one 
more item to his son’s resume: 
Nick is a convicted felon, a sex 

offender on the registry. He 
was found guilty of possession 
of child porn. 

“That does not in any way 
dilute my feelings and respect 
for who Nick is as a person,” 
said the dad.

And maybe that’s some-
thing the rest of us have to 
digest.

What the dad has learned 
the hardest way possible is that 
many of the people charged 
with possession of child porn 
turn out to be people with de-
velopmental disabilities. One 
study found it is actually the 
majority, which is not totally 
surprising. These are people 
who have often grown up bul-
lied and despised. Their neuro-
logical differences affect their 
lives in many ways, sometimes 
including the age of the people 
they relate to. They might 
not even understand that it’s 
wrong.

I realize this is a tough and 
depressing topic. But that is 
why it was so impressive that 
Larry and his son Nick decid-
ed to make this public appear-
ance — their first — to discuss 
what it is like to live with 
a disability and be a sex of-
fender. They were invited here 
from their home in Michigan 
by the Institute for Peace and 

Justice, the Center for Crime 
and Popular Culture, and the 
New York Sex Offense Work-
ing Group.

Nick took the podium after 
his silver-haired, professo-
rial dad. He looked boyish in a 
striped sweater, which he may 
have chosen because he can’t 
tie a tie (people with Asperg-
er’s can be genius-smart in 
some respects and far behind 
in others).

“I think you can see how 
I’ve been able to survive this,” 
he said, with a grateful nod to-
ward his dad.

As a kid, Nick was tor-
mented. Boys in the locker 
room would steal his towel. 
They taunted him. But as he 
watched them growing up and 
entering relationships, Nick 
felt even more alone.

Then he discovered the 
world of online porn, and that 
is where Nick went to feel less 
lonely. He knew there was 
something wrong about child 
porn, but he had no idea it was 
illegal. One morning, before 
dawn, his door burst open. 
Twelve men barged in. They 
yanked him out of bed, threw 
him against the wall and 
clapped him in handcuffs.

“I thought they were 
burglars,” Nick recalled. “I 

thought I was going to die.” 
They were the FBI. He was 

under arrest for the pictures 
he’d been looking at.

By the time his case finally 
came to court, Nick had under-
gone five psych evaluations. 
They all concluded the same 
thing: He poses no threat to 
actual children. He had never 
touched any and wouldn’t. 
Nonetheless, he was found 
guilty of viewing the illegal 
images, which makes him a 
felon.

“I don’t enjoy talking about 
this,” said Nick. But he decid-
ed to take this embarrassing 
leap into the spotlight because 
as word of his case spread — 

including the fact that his dad 
is a law professor — the fam-
ily phone started ringing. And 
almost once a month it is a des-
perate parent, crying on the 
phone, saying the same thing 
just happened to their son. A 
son with Asperger’s, or autism 
or some other illness.

One case in Alabama just 
finished last month. A young 
man with autism was given 10 
years in prison, which, Nick 
pointed out, may kill him. Al-
ready outcasts, people with 
autism have a very hard time 
with social cues, loud noises 
and bright lights. Often, they 
end up in solitary — some-
times begging for it.

The Alabama judge 
shrugged, saying, “You have 
autism? I’m bald. It’s just 
something we live with.”

Over the years in criminal 
cases we have come to take into 
account a defendant’s IQ. We 
understand that someone with 
mental retardation should be 
treated differently.

It’s time we realized that 
about people with other devel-
opmental differences, too.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com.

COLUMNS

Don’t underestimate the value of the vice presidency

The reason why some turn to child porn 
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One study found 
that the majority 

of the people 
charged with 
possession of 

child porn have 
developmental 

disabilities.
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F
or almost two decades 
the officers of the Queens 
Civic Congress have 
worked hard to address 

many of the complaints and 
problems of their member civ-
ic associations, sometimes in 
partnership with their elected 
legislators.  To be heard, these 
volunteer civic leaders have 
resorted to written communi-
cations, held direct meetings 
with government agencies, ar-
ranged press conferences, or-
ganized rallies, and even gone 
to court to seek redress. Last 
April the U.S. Attorney for the 

Southern District Preet Bha-
rara, at a QCC luncheon, im-
plied that collections of organi-
zations like the Queens Civic 
Congress can help their mem-
bers with effective actions.

Some of the issues which 
the QCC has recently raised 
and become involved with are 
the mayor’s zoning plans for 
affordable housing, airplane 
noise from JFK and LaGuar-
dia airports, possible tolls on 
the East River bridges, impos-
ing bike lanes on some bou-
levards and avenues, initiat-
ing Select Bus Service, use of 
hotels as homeless shelters, 
inadequate public transporta-
tion in Queens, the way land-
marking and preservation 
districts are initiated, helping 
small business tenants stay 
in business, the possibility of 
fracking near our upstate wa-
ter supplies, commuter van 

services being set up in some 
neighborhoods, the unreason-
able increase in water rates, 
unresolved zoning violations, 
unjust granting of building 
variances by the BSA, the 
proposal to legalize basement 
apartments, proposals to use 
Flushing Meadows Park for 
more commercial activities, 
and the proposal to  grant Port 
Ambrose, an LNG project.

QCC meetings have been 
forums to discuss various con-
troversial projects. One exam-
ple was a forum where people 
could discuss the reactivation 
of the abandoned Rockaway 
Beach Branch rail line or 
turning the right of way into a 
linear park called the Queen-
sway Park. At other times po-
litical candidates have been 
invited to present their respec-
tive platforms.

Harbachan Singh has led 

the Queens Civic Congress for 
the past four years. In addition 
to serving two two-year terms 
as president, he has a legal 
background and worked pre-
viously for the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York as 
chairman of the headquarter’s 
Committee on Contracts. He 
also worked in Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia for over a year and 
spent almost a year serving 
in East Timor to help conduct 
a referendum dealing with its 
independence. 

GOOD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK: After years of ne-
gotiation the International 
Civil Aviation Organization’s 
more than 190 countries have 
agreed to a measure that will 
reduce the amount of pollu-
tion added to the atmosphere 
by air travel.  The measure is 
supposed to force air carriers 
to increase fuel economy in 

their fleets, which will have to 
be done by purchasing newer 
more efficient airplanes. This 
will happen by 2021. 

Queens civic associations 
are concerned about airplane 
noise and pollution from our 
local airports and have set 
up roundtables to solve these 
problems. Hopefully, this new 
law will help.

BAD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK:  It seems that the 
price of brand-name prescrip-
tion drugs have jumped 164 
percent between 2008 and 2015. 
While the rest of the industri-
alized worlds negotiates with 
the big pharmaceutical com-
panies to reduce the cost of 
prescriptions for their health 
care programs, Congress will 
not let Medicare do this so we 
spend about $400 a year more 
than European countries.

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the Times/Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

Pope Paul VI, perhaps the 
world’s most famous individ-
ual,  was the first pope ever to 
visit the United States. On Oct. 
4, 1965 the pope said mass at 
Yankee Stadium to an audi-
ence of 90,000 people. And to a 
country embroiled in the Viet-
nam War, Pope Paul preached 
a 15-minute homily on peace, 
telling the crowds that “Poli-
tics do not suffice to sustain a 
durable peace.” Another item 
on the pontiff’s schedule was 
a visit to our borough. Crowds 
estimated at 600,000 lined the 
streets despite the icy winds to 
wave and cheer as the Pope’s 
motorcade drove 11 miles 
through Queens to the World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadows. 
Pope Paul paid a visit to an old 

friend, Michelangelo’s famous 
statue the Pieta, in the Vatican 
Pavilion. The Pieta, on loan 
from Rome, was dramatically 
displayed in a darkened room 
with Gregorian chants play-
ing softly in the background. 
It was one of the most popular 
attractions at the Fair.

The World’s Fair was pull-
ing in huge crowds over the 
Columbus Day weekend. The 
total for Saturday through 
Monday was a record-breaking 
1,011,725. Not everyone visited 
the fair just for the fun of it, 
though. On Oct. 6 a man stole 
a priceless thousand-year-old 
copy of the Koran from the 
Jordanian Pavilion. The fol-
lowing day, perhaps inspired 
to contrition by the pope’s 
visit, he telephoned police to 
tell them he had left the book 
in a mailbox in Springfield 
Gardens. The repentant thief 
told police he was drunk at the 
time of the incident and had 

not known what he was doing. 
At least he made no attempt to 
mail  the bottle!

On Oct. 17, when the 1964-
1965 World’s Fair closed, it had 
been visited by more than 51 
million people. The final two 
days were the busiest ever, 
with many people standing on 
line for hours to say goodbye 
to their favorite attractions. 
General Motors’ “Futurama” 
exhibition was the most popu-
lar, playing host to an estimat-
ed 29 million people over the 
two-year period and beating 
its own record of 24.2.million 
visitors during the 1939-1940 
World’s Fair. More than 23 
million people visited the 
New York State Pavilion and 
its 226-foot observation tower, 
which Queens groups were 
campaigning to have retained 
for the post-fair park. It was 
outstripped only by General 
Motors and the Vatican Pavil-
ion. Ford’s “Magic Skyway” at-
tracted 15 million adventurous 
souls, and fairgoers quenched 
their thirst with seven million 
cups of Seven-Up.

Fair President Robert Mo-
ses was quoted as saying that 
the closing was really a com-
mencement. 

“I have seen Flushing 

Meadow rise from ash dump 
to glory,” he said, “and after 
this second fair we shall in-
augurate what I am sure will 
eventually be the city’s finest 
park.” 

Moses noted that many 
were saddened by the closing 
of the fair but added that “we 
have fostered enduring friend-
ships and memories, which 
will persist and draw the peo-
ple of a troubled world closer 
together.”

It all came to an end late on 
Sunday, Oct. 17. Couples em-
braced as “Auld Lang Syne” 
was played through the loud-
speakers just before midnight. 
In the press building through 
which so many stories of 
the world’s greatest fair had 
passed, “the teletypes fell si-
lent, the rows of new push-but-
ton phones were mute.” People 

began to drift out the gates for 
the last time. “I wish it could 
have gone on forever,” Tina 
Stone of Sunnyside sighed as 
the carousel in the Belgian 
Village slowed to a stop. 

But, in the words of the 
Star Journal’s headline, “All 
the Tomorrows were Spent.” 
The flags of many nations 
were lowered and the Tower of 
Light went dark. On the morn-
ing of Monday, Oct. 18, the Uni-
sphere stood alone and desert-
ed as the garbage collectors 
moved in and the demolition 
crews readied their wrecking 
balls. 

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

COLUMNS

Civic Congress is effective force for citizen action

When Pope Paul VI came to the World’s Fair
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The Pieta, on loan from Rome, was 
dramatically displayed in a darkened 
room with Gregorian chants playing 

softly in the background. It was one of 
the most popular attractions at the Fair.
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BY BILL PARRY

Western Queens has been 
drawing young tech companies 
and experts expect many more 
with the opening of the Cor-
nell Tech campus on Roosevelt 
Island next year.  But these 
startups won’t be able to open 
office space right away.

WeWork Studio Square 
in Astoria, which provides 
co-working space for entre-
preneurs and companies, has 
rolled out a new program to 
help individuals and compa-
nies that don’t have the re-
sources to join. The new ini-
tiative called Mission Possible 
offers the western Queens com-
munity of creators, innovators 
and entrepreneurs a chance to 
apply for the support they need 
to achieve their objectives.

“We’re trying to infuse 
some new faces and introduce 
them to what we are doing here 
in Astoria,” WeWork Studio 
Square Community Manager 
Richard Scudder said. “Togeth-
er, with our partners, we’re 

identifying potential members 
from hungry and driven com-
panies and entrepreneurs  and 
all we ask Mission Possible 
members to do is donate five 
hours of community service to 
a non-profit of their choice for 
each month that they’re part of 
the program.”

WeWork Studio Square 
took over four floors in the 
industrial-style building with 
more than 60,000 square feet 
last year. Along with work 
space the facility offers ame-
nities like a rooftop garden as 
well as a patio overlooking the 
popular Beer Garden.

“We have capacity for 780 
people,” Scudder said. “And 
they can network with more 
than 65,000 members that call 
WeWork home in more than 
100 locations in 30 cities in 12 
countries around the world. ”

Some 50 percent of WeWork 
members do business with 
each other, he said. WeWork 
Studio Square is partnering 
with Borough President Me-
linda Katz, the Queens Cham-

ber of Commerce, Girls Who 
Code and Coalition for Queens 
in the program.

“WeWork’s Mission Pos-
sible program demonstrates 
the potential of our borough’s 
growing pool of talented in-
novators and entrepreneurs,” 
Katz said. “WeWork’s invest-
ment in our community is 
welcome and their efforts to 
support mission-driven com-
panies with resources is to be 

applauded.”
Coalition for Queens, the 

Long Island City-based non-
profit which has been helping 
to grow the tech ecosystem in 
western Queens since 2011, is 
thrilled to be a partner in Mis-
sion Possible.

“We’re committed to fos-
tering a diverse and inclusive 
business community,” C4Q 
Founder and Executive Direc-
tor Jukay Hsu said. “WeWork’s 

Mission Possible program will 
make vital resources available 
to help us achieve that goal.”

C4Q creates pathways out 
of poverty with signature pro-
grams like Access Code, an 
18-week program that teaches 
coding primarily to women 
and underrepresented minori-
ties. Graduates have seen their 
incomes rise from $18,000 to 
$85,000 a year on average ac-
cording to Hsu.

“We have former cab driv-
ers and retail associates now 
working as software engineers 
at leading companies such 
as Pinterest, Kickstarter and 
Capital One,” he said. 

More than 500 people attend-
ed C4Q’s 4th annual gala fund-
raiser at MoMA PS1 Tuesday 
night, which raised $250,000, 
more than 10 times the goal of 
the first gala three years ago.

“It was a celebration of 
our community,” Hsu said. 
“Everyone could see the good 
work that we do and the pro-
ceeds will help us do that good 
work.”

WeWork Studio Square in Astoria launches a program to support cre-
ators, innovators and entrepreneurs who don't have the resources to 
join them. Courtesy WeWork Studio Square

Astoria WeWork offers space for entrepreneurs
Non-profi t Coalition for Queens’ annual gala raises $250,000 for pathways out of poverty  

Please join us for a FREE seminar!
On facing those unexpected decisions when a loved one passes…

Please RSVP Nicole Esposito at (718) 357-6100

This event is sponsored by  
Your local Dignity Memorial®Funeral providers 

Frederick Funeral Home, Quinn-Fogarty Funeral Home, Harden Funeral Home and Francis X. Hatton Funeral Home

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2016  11:00 AM TO 2:30 PM

Hosted by: FREDERICK FUNERAL HOME
192-15 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358 • www.frederick-fh.com

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED!

DISCUSSION SPEAKERS AND TOPICS INCLUDE…

11:00 am
Janice Goldhaar, LCSW and Jacqueline 

Kassman, BSN, RN, CHPN
from the Visiting Nurse  Service of New York  

What is Hospice, the Myths and the Benefits?

12:30 PM LUNCH

11:30 am 
Cindy Godfrey, Tissue Recovery Specialist 
from LiveOnNY Learning the Facts Regarding 

Organ and  Tissue Donation

12:00 pm 
Ronald Fatoullah & Associates 

Estate Planning Including  
Health Care Proxy and Wills

1:45 pm 
Robert Krause 

From Catholic Cemeteries

1:15 pm 
Stephen Duer, Certified Presenter 

“Your Life Your Legacy”
The Benefits to Pre-arranging a Funeral

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of last week’s

Pink Newspapers

Thank you to all our advertisers who participated in these important editions

BROOKLYN SUPPORTERS

QUEENS SUPPORTERS

Their participation helped raise breast cancer awareness in New York

 

MAJOR SPONSOR

BRONX SPONSOR

CARIBBEAN LIFE SUPPORTER

Bay Ridge
Medical Imaging

Sal’s Transmissions
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Teachers, parents and 
Councilman Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica) were on hand Mon-
day morning to celebrate a new 
science lab at Public School 80, 
the Thurgood Marshall Magnet 
School of Media and Communi-
cations, in Rochdale Village. 

Principal Kersandra Cox 
thanked everyone for attend-
ing, and pointed out young 
students clad in white lab 
coats who were on hand for the 
unveiling.

“Our scholars are very ex-
cited about the work they’re 
doing here,” she told the visi-
tors who crowded around ta-
bles in the newly opened lab, 
which cost $350,000 to design 
and construct. “These are my 
bosses right here. This is who I 
work for and who our teachers 
work for.”

Wills expressed his thanks 
to the individuals in his office 
and at the school who helped 
to make the new lab a reality. 
He said a mock courtroom and 
sound studio for the school 
were forthcoming, where stu-
dents could practice compos-

ing music for film, television 
and commercials, as well as 
practice to become television 
news anchors. Wills also noted 
the hard work Cox had done in 
promoting science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math ed-
ucation, also known as STEM 
learning.

“It has been her dream to 
enhance STEM education at 
PS 80,” Wills said.

The new lab was construct-
ed during the previous school 
year, according to Beverly 
Massiah, an educator who is 
called the “champion” of the 
school’s science department. 
Construction was completed 
in June and students had been 
using the space since the start 
of the new school year in Sep-
tember. 

Massiah said the new lab 
included a three-dimensional 
printer, which could turn digi-
tal files into physical objects 
students could interact with, 
as well as a newly installed 
Promethean screen to facili-
tate lesson plans and learning. 
She said fourth-graders were 
currently conducting initial 
research, while kindergart-

ners were experimenting on 
local trees and the natural 
world.

“It’s trying to bring in as 
much real world experience as 
possible,” she said during the 
event. “We’re trying to estab-
lish collaboration.”

The L2L dancers, a volun-
teer dance troupe made up of 

students and organized by ed-
ucators in the school, also per-
formed for the attendees. After 
their number was completed, 
an impressed Wills pledged 
to work with the School Con-
struction Authority to try to 
help build a dance studio for 
the performers to use in the 
school. STEM learners also 

professed excitement about 
utilizing the new laboratory to 
its full effect.

“We can’t wait to roll up 
our sleeves and become the 
budding scientists we are,” 
one student said to applause 
from the audience.

School Construction Authority Representative Ben Goodman (l-r), a member of the Rochdale Village board of 
directors, Councilman Ruben Wills, educator Beverly Massiah and Principal Kersandra Cox cut the ribbon on 
PS 80's new science lab. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Rochdale middle school opens science lab

On October 18th, the Hon-
orable New York State Senator 
Toby Ann Stavisky attended 
a press conference for the 
unveiling of the refurbished 
Chemistry learning laborato-
ries at Queensborough Com-
munity College. Additional at-
tendees included Dr. Diane B. 
Call, President of Queensbor-
ough Community College, Dr. 
Sasan Karimi, Professor and 
Chairperson, Chemistry, and 
STEM students.

Senator Stavisky, along 
with the New York State Eco-
nomic Development Assis-
tance Program for STEM Lab, 
allocated $250K for a complete 
renovation of existing space in 
three chemistry learning lab-
oratories at Queensborough 
that will prepare students for 
the high technology workforce 
of tomorrow.

The upgrades have resulted 
in more efficient, spacious 
learning laboratories featur-
ing new counter tops and fix-
tures, updated plumbing and 
gas lines, improved hood ven-
tilation, as well as accessible 
cabinet space designed to hold 

more glassware.
“I am so pleased to be here 

for the unveiling of the state-
of-the-art STEM learning labs. 
Over the years, we have seen a 
growing gap between the num-
ber of tech jobs available and 
the eligible candidates to fill 
them. Our community colleges 
can play a vital role in bridg-
ing this gap through programs 
and facilities like this one. In 
Albany, we have had a num-
ber of hearings on the need for 
more training in the STEM 
fields and this building shows 
Queensborough’s commitment 
to change that. Each semester, 

more than 1,000 students will 
benefit from the new learning 
labs at Queensborough Com-
munity College, where they 
will receive the necessary 
preparation to qualify for the 
tens of thousands of unfilled 
jobs in the science, technology, 
engineering and mathemati-
cal fields. I would like to thank 
the New York State Economic 
Development Assistance Pro-
gram and Queensborough 
President Dr. Diane B. Call for 
their dedication and commit-
ment to bettering the educa-
tional experience for Queens-
borough students,” Senator 

Toby Ann Stavisky said.  
“Senator Stavisky has, for 

many years, been a staunch 
advocate of Queensborough, 
CUNY and higher education 
in general,” said Dr. Diane B. 
Call, President of Queensbor-
ough Community College. “To-
day presents a wonderful op-
portunity for the students, the 
faculty and staff of Queensbor-
ough to express our deep ap-
preciation to Senator Stavisky 
who has ensured we can main-
tain and upgrade to meet work-
force needs and most impor-
tantly to give our students a 
chance to learn all the theories 
that they will carry out in var-
ious careers within STEM.”

The updated laboratories 
will serve over 1,000 students 
per semester in the STEM re-
lated programs at Queensbor-
ough.

Queensborough has re-
cently received approval for 
its tenth new dual/joint A.S., 
B.S. degree program. The new 
program is in Pharmaceuti-
cal Sciences at York College 
and will allow Queensborough 
students to transfer to York 

College upon graduation. The 
collaboration provides the 
academic preparation neces-
sary to pursue careers in the 
pharmaceutical sciences and 
increase their professional 
prospects. 

The program will be open 
to both full-time and part-time 
students to accommodate the 
traditional high school gradu-
ate as well as older adults who 
may be seeking a degree to 
obtain gainful employment or 
career advancement.

Queensborough Commu-
nity College is the only CUNY 
institution with ten Dual/
Joint programs:

Nursing with Hunter Col-
lege, York College and CUNY 
School of Professional Stud-
ies; Biotechnology with York 
College; Criminal Justice, 
Forensic Accounting and Fo-
rensic Science with John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice; 
Education with Queens Col-
lege, Pharmaceutical Sciences 
with York College and Com-
puter Science and Internet Se-
curity with John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice.

Queensborough Community College unveiled new state-of-the-art 
STEM learning lab
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Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Noran Omar

The Young 
Women’s 
Leadership 
School of 
Astoria

Noran was a powerful 
force within her school 

and a committed voice for young women. While at 
TYWLSA, she interwove her two passions, journalism 
and technology.  Although the Tech Crew Internship 
program is for upper-class members, Noran, was 
accepted during freshman year. She designed and 
produced the iBook that captures TYWLSA’s alternative 
grading system and technology infusion, which led to 
TYWLSA being named an Apple Distinguished School.  

Other activities included: attending the 2016 
Global Forum on Girls’ Education, Creating a World 
of Possibilities; and participating in Syracuse Univer-
sity’s Being an IT Girl, and Summer Program for Film. 
For the latter, Noran was awarded Certificate for Out-
standing Achievement in Introduction to Filmmaking. 
She was awarded the National Academy of Future 
Scientists and Technologists Awards of Excellence. 

To understand the gender gap in this field, Noran 
attended Hackathons and learned the basics of coding 
to become competent in JavaScript, HTML, Scratch, 
and Python.

Noran launched a YouTube channel, Youth Media. 
Events covered by Youth Media included Symposium 
on Gender in the Media, Made with Code 2014, 
White House Youth Awards for Hispanic Heritage 
Ceremony, and the ESA-Loft ceremony. 

Huishen (Jason) 
Lu

Francis Lewis 
High School

 Jason’s cumulative aver-
age was 103.9, for which he 
graduated at the top of his 

class with an Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors 
Endorsement and Mastery in Math Designation.

Jason’s extracurricular activities included attending 
LeanGap, an innovative entrepreneurship program.  
By networking with medical professionals from Beth Is-
rael Hospital, Boston Children’s Hospital, Northeastern 
University and Simmons College, Jason became Chief 
Financial Officer of PillDrops. The product requires 
a one-time set up that includes dates and times and 
quantity of medication to manage a person’s medica-
tions on a weekly basis. Jason describes himself as 
passionate about the intersection of entrepreneurship 
and social responsibility. He cofounded LyfeCycle, a 
nonprofit organization aimed at distributing bicycles to 
children in third world countries.  

As President of the Francis Lewis High School Red 
Cross Club, Jason raised funds to increase awareness 
about getting measles vaccinations. He was also a 
Petitioner/Appellant for the Francis Lewis High School 
Moot Court Team and trained with attorneys from 
Proskauer Rose LLP on constitutional law. Jason began 
his college studies at Yale University in Fall 2016.  

Siara Maldonado 

Cathedral High 
School

Siara received accolades 
from teachers, business profes-
sionals, medical professionals, 
and the Principal of Cathedral 

High School for her leadership abilities, teamwork, 
intelligence, diligence, dedication, and kindness. 

She is a proud member of the National Honor 
Society (NHS), and Cathedral Scholars Club, which 
focuses on exploring programs to enrich the knowl-
edge of those who excel academically. Siara retained 
a 99.44 GPA, ranked second in her class, and earned 
inclusion on the Principal’s List for three years. 

Her enthusiasm for learning earned her the op-
portunity to explore careers in STEM-related subjects 
– science, technology, engineering, mathematics – 
through STEP at Fordham University. STEP’s academic 
enrichment program also offers an introduction to the 
licensed professions, including medicine and law. 

Additionally, Siara participated in Health Profes-
sionals Recruitment and Exposure Program (HPREP) 

through Cornell University.  She also engaged in Ca-
thedral High School’s Gateways to Health.  During her 
enrollment in the program, she interned at Jared Shore 
DMD and Sutton Place Physical Therapy (PT).

On the court, Siara brings a high level of skill and 
determination as a member of the Varsity Volleyball 
team. Due to her commitment and reliability, she was 
asked to join a sports camp for children with visual 
impairments. She will captain the Varsity Volleyball 
team during her senior year.

Jada George

Mathematics, 
Science Research 
& Technology H.S. 

Her academic achievement 
throughout the years merited 
her selection as Class 2016 

Valedictorian. Jada maintained a 95+ average from 
9th through 12th grade. This enviable GPA earned 
her consistent placement on the Principal’s Honor Roll, 
membership in the National Honors Society; and selec-
tion as Honor Society Chapter President.

During freshman year Jada participated in activities 
that impact the educational environment, including an 
anti-bullying program, STEP, and A World of Differ-
ence program. A World of Difference peer program, 
created and run by the Anti-Defamation League, is 
designed to combat prejudice. Jada was inspired to 
join STEP, NYU’s Science & Technology Entry Program. 
All STEP participants attend Saturday classes at NYU 
throughout the academic year and also attend a 
4-week summer course. STEP also provides opportu-
nities to participate in instructor-guided group research. 

Last summer, Jada performed research at NYU 
on Genetics and How it Affects ALS. Her results were 
presented at NYU’s Annual Diversity Conference. 
She served as Lab Assistant at New York University’s 
Chemistry Department.

Due to her stellar STEP performance, NYU program 
leaders selected Jada as a Posse Scholar. Posse 
Scholars receive a four-year, full-tuition scholarship to 
attend a Posse partner college. Jada selected and was 
accepted to Brandeis University.

877-786-6560  •   myNYCB.com

My
is

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Over 35 Convenient branch locations throughout Queens!
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of many different ethnicities greater 
access to vital city services. These im-
portant bills will do much to protect 
NYC residents who have been subject 
to institutional discrimination and ne-
glect for far too long. This legislation 
will mean great things for our city.”

A third bill, Intro 551-A will require 
these agencies to include an option for 
multiracial ancestry or ethnic origin. 
Its prime sponsor, City Councilwoman 
Margaret S. Chin (D-Manhattan), ex-
plained the bills were necessitated by 
the growing diversity of the city.

“This legislation is not just about 
boxes we check off when filling out 
government forms,” Chin said. “It’s 
about recognizing every New Yorker 
as an integral part of the diversity 
that makes our city the greatest in 
the world. By allowing New Yorkers 
to identify as multi-racial or as mem-
bers in a specific ethnic group, we are 
ensuring that everyone is counted and 
that city services reach people who 
need them the most.”

Dromm and Chin anticipate that 
Mayor Bill de Blasio will sign all three 
pieces of legislation into law in the 

coming weeks. 
“Good data is the cornerstone of 

good policy and good programs,” Par-
ents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
NYC Executive Director Drew Tagli-
abue said. “We are pleased that this 
legislation will provide invaluable data 
about the city’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender community, and help 
PFLAG NYC, as well as city agencies 
and other independent organizations, 
to deliver the appropriate services to 
our constituencies.”

Javier Valdez, the co-executive 
director of Make the Road New York, 
said his Jackson Heights-based organi-
zation supports the legislation because 
it is critical that the city has compre-
hensive and accurate data on race, 
ethnicity, multi-racial identity, sexual 
orientation and gender identity.

“For our leaders to govern our city 
effectively, and provide the services 
that New Yorkers need, we need to have 
the data that reflect our communities’ 
wonderful diversity and complexity.”

Resolution 472, also passed in the 
Council last Thursday, requiring 
the agencies to amend their official 
forms and databases to accommodate 
multiracial identification in all in-
stances where racial identification is 
required.

Among the sponsors at Sunday’s 
walk were St. John’s University, New 
York-Presbyterian/Queens, the United 
Federation of Teachers, NYC Health 
and Hospitals, and Medisys. 

The city Department of Corrections 
said it fielded the second-highest fund-
raising team in the walk. With a large 
number of female employees, DOC 
raised over $19,000 and had about 200 
volunteers from its staff participating.

“This is a very important event 
for DOC. Forty-four percent of our 
uniformed staff is female and that in-
cludes much of the senior leadership. 
Many of the women who are marching 
today are going through treatment, 
or are breast cancer survivors,” DOC 
Commissioner Joseph Ponte said. “We 
will continue to raise awareness about 
breast cancer. DOC Team organizers 
have also arranged to have a mobile 
health van at Rikers Island and at DOC 
Headquarters to provide mammo-
grams to DOC staff this fall.”

producer committed to the project.
Another initiative targets screen-

writers. A screenwriting competition 
will give its two winners the chance to 
have their scripts produced as pilots on 
NYC Media’s Channel 25. One of those 
pilots will then be produced as an epi-
sodic series on the channel, reaching a 
potential audience of 18 million view-
ers.

Channel 25 is also part of another 
MOME project that has raising the pro-
file of women in the media as its goal. 
Two new documentary programs on 
the channel will focus exclusively on 
women. “The Vanguard: Women in Me-
dia” will feature such media pioneers 
as TV anchor and reporter Connie 
Chung, former New York Times editor 
Jill Abramson and Essence Magazine 
editor Vanessa De Luca, as well as tell-
ing the stories of emerging media fig-
ures. “Her Big Idea” has as its focus 
the works of women entrepreneurs, 
including the founders of Sarabeth’s, 

BarkBox, Fishs Eddy and more.
And as the last of the five initiatives, 

a new report, “Women in the Director’s 
Chair: The MOME Report on Fairness 
in the Film Industry,”  will examine 
the comparative paths that male and 
female directors take as they progress 
in their careers.

Menin says she has received a posi-
tive response from leaders in all of the 
city’s boroughs. Queens Borough Pres-
ident Melinda Katz praised the initia-
tive as “an innovative effort to help 
boost opportunities for women both in 
front of and behind the camera.”

As these initiatives roll out, Menin 
says MOME will be reaching out to 
women across the city to make sure 
they know about them as well as all 
of the other services MOME provides. 
One of those, the “Made in NY” PA 
Training Program, offers the chance 
to learn the ropes as a production as-
sistant, yet another way to enter the 
media industry.

For more information on the new 
initiative, the “Made in NY” program 
or any of MOME’s other offerings, go to 
www.nyc.gov/mome

Continued from Page 5 
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BY BILL PARRY

Several legislators, includ-
ing state Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-East Elmhurst), 
called on Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to sign protections for job seek-
ers as they released the results 
of a new investigation, “De-
manding Justice for Job Seek-
ers,” last week. The report il-
lustrated deceptive and illegal 
tactics employment agencies 
use to prey on minimum-wage 
work seeking applicants. 

Employment agencies, li-
censed by the state, or in New 
York City by the Department 
of Consumer Affairs, cannot 
guarantee employment to a 
job seeker and must refund 
advance fees if employment 
is not secured. Unscrupulous 
agencies across the city, for 
years, have fleeced low-wage 
and immigrant workers out of 
high fees when they apply for 
and never land work such as 
busboys, wait staff, household 
staff, manual laborers and 
other unskilled work.

Current state law allows 
an agency to charge a fee for 
these jobs in advance, unlike 
professional jobs where fees 
only come after applicants 
nail down a job.

“Several years ago, after 
hearing from my constituents 
whose desperation to find 
work was exploited by unscru-
pulous employment agencies, 
I fought to draft legislation 
that would protect workers 
from being taken advantage 
of,” Moya said. “I’ve seen first-
hand how fraudulent agencies 
charge fees in the hundreds, 
sending out hopeful job seek-
ers on a wild goose hunt before 
changing their address and 
resuming their scheme else-
where. Even when an agency 
is legitimate, agencies ille-
gitimately charge upfront fees 
on the promise of a better job. 
But that promise is false, and 
that fee is unrefundable. The 
solution that I have fought to 
achieve is simple: No more 
fees in advance.”

During an undercover in-

vestigation, staff visited 76 
employment agencies in New 
York City that were both li-
censed and unlicensed. Only 
37 were accessible. Many had 
closed, illustrating the fly-by-
night nature of many unli-

censed employment agencies.
Of the 37 agencies visited, 

76 percent asked for an ad-
vance fee and nearly half said 
they would not refund money 
if a job seeker did not find em-
ployment, which is against 

current state law, In an un-
dercover clip, an agent at an 
employment agency not only 
guaranteed employment, but 
went as far as to compare an 
illegal nonrefundable fee to 
clothing return policies.

Moya and state Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx) passed in 
their respective houses the 
Justice for Job Seekers bill, 
which would strengthen pro-
tections for job seekers and 
crack down on unscrupulous 
agencies with stiffer penal-
ties.

“It’s unconscionable that 
unscrupulous employment 
agencies scam job seekers look-
ing for minimum wage work 
and that’s why we need Gov. 
Cuomo to sign into law protec-
tions for this vulnerable class 
of workers,” Klein said. “Many 
times immigrants seeking the 
American Dream wind up get-
ting the American Nightmare 
at these agencies after being 
fleeced while on the hunt for 
work. This needs to end.”

Assemblyman Francisco Moya joins with other elected officials to call on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to sign legislation that protects low-wage workers 
from scammers. Courtesy Moya's office

Lawmakers demand justice for job seekers
Urge Cuomo to sign legislation that would crack down on unscrupulous employment agencies 

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for the first-ever Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in January 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any field.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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BY BILL PARRY

The Correction Officer Benevo-
lent Association sued Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, the City Council and the city 
Board of Correction because the group 
contends its complaints are not being 
heard while the city caters to inmates’ 
wishes. COBA President Elias Husam-
udeen charges that violence against 
officers has surged since the de Blasio 
administration ended the use of soli-
tary confinement for prisoners 21years 
old and under.

 “The problem is these are the most 
violent individuals we have in custody. 
I’ve got 620 correction officers who 
have been assaulted already this year,” 
Husamudeen said. “If 620 schoolteach-
ers, police officers or bus drivers were 
assaulted in less than a year, it would 
be a national outrage. We can’t wait 
until a correction officer is murdered 
on Rikers Island to get the mayor to 
reverse his policy on eliminating pu-
nitive segregation and come up with 
other ways to reduce violence.”

On Tuesday, as COBA was filing its 
lawsuit in Manhattan Supreme Court, 
the mayor was signing seven pieces of 
legislation he said would “ensure that 

the jails in this city treat those who 
have been placed in them as fairly as 
possible.” In court papers, Husamudeen 
said the board is ignoring the City 
Charter, which requires to investigate 
both inmate and guard complaints.

“The Board has become just anoth-
er inmate advocacy group that doesn’t 
even focus on what’s happening to 
their own employees,” he said. “Our 
people have broken eye sockets, bro-
ken jaws, broken wrists and nobody’s 
really listening.”

The administration is aware of the 
complaint and is reviewing it. Mean-
while a Board of Correction repre-
sentative said, “The Board values the 
voices of correction officers, represen-
tatives of COBA and other unions, and 
all staff working in the city’s jails. We 
look forward to continued productive 
dialogue.”

But COBA’s leader said the board, 
which is made up mayoral, City Coun-
cil and judicial appointees, has no ex-
perience in law enforcement.

“They take away our best tool: pu-
nitive segregation,” Husamudeen said. 
“It makes no sense. That’s like taking 
away a police officer’s gun and telling 
him to go fight crime.”

Correction union sues city 
for ending youth solitary

If you have a personal or family history of cancer, 

your chances of getting breast cancer may  

be higher. That’s why it’s important to get a  

genetic risk assessment and examination with  

one of our specialists.

Call 718-670-1322 for an appointment, or visit 

nyp.org/queens-cancer to learn more.

ANNUAL TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/10/16

ANNUAUU L TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/10/160/16
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Walking the walk against breast cancer

More than 500 teams and nearly 4,000 participants raised $316,700 at the Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk event at Flushing Meadows Park Sunday.

Christina Toufexis holds her pink-capped terrier, Lexi, before the start of 
the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk.

Pink, bedazzled cowboy hats seem the right head wear for the walk.

One, two, three, smile! Marchers are into taking selfies at the same time.

The first stop for walkers is at the sign-in tent, just outside the No. 7 line station at Citi Field. 

Some brave guys don bunny ears to keep the pink theme of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month hopping.

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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Visit us on the web at www.plattduetschehome.com

Plattduetsche 
RETIREMENT HOME

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND WELL TAKEN CARE OF

FEATURING
Private Apartments with Balcony  

 
 

 
Personal Care Assistance 

 
 

 
 

“The Best Kept Home  
on Long Island”

FLEXIBLE

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2016 

1:00PM TO 4:00PM
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Long Island woman has 
been charged with shooting 
a plainclothes NYPD officer 
with a pellet gun in downtown 
Jamaica, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

Tiara Ferebee, 24, of Riv-
erhead, L.I., was arraigned 
Sunday evening on charges 
of first-degree attempted as-
sault, second-degree assault 
and criminal possession of a 
weapon, according to the DA.

At about 5:10 p.m. Oct. 12, 
NYPD Detective Adam Jangel 
was driving on Jamaica Av-
enue, near the intersection of 
168th Street. Detective Mary 
Hamburg, Jangel’s partner, 
was sitting in the passenger 
seat of the vehicle, according 
to the district attorney. They 
were driving in an unmarked 
police car and they were head-
ing westbound, police said.

The officers were stopped 
at the corner when a brown 
Nissan with the window open 
drove eastbound parallel to 
the driver’s side window of the 
vehicle the officers were driv-
ing, the DA said. According to 

Brown, the two officers heard 
a loud noise and Jangel started 
bleeding from his forehead.

He was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, according to po-
lice, and was listed in stable 
condition. District Attorney 
Brown said doctors found a 
small metal projectile in his 
forehead. Police investigated 
surveillance video of the inci-
dent and the DA said the video 
showed Ferebee sitting in the 
back seat of the passing Nis-
san. Police and the DA con-
cluded that Jangel had been 
shot with a BB gun.

Hamburg was unharmed 
during the incident, police 
said, and there were no addi-
tional arrests as of press time. 
Brown said Ferebe had been 
arrested on Saturday evening, 
and was held on $1 million 
bond/$500,000 cash bail. Her 
next scheduled court date was 
Oct. 31. Prosecutors from the 
DA’s Career Criminal Major 
Crimes Bureau are heading 
the case against Ferebee, ac-
cording to Brown. If convict-
ed, she faces up to 15 years in 
prison.

BY MARK HALLUM

The highest bidder in a 
storage unit auction in Long 
Island City was surprised to 
find his winnings in the form 
of dozens of dead cats.

Police from the 108th 
Precinct responded to a call 
about a possible crime at the 
American Self Storage facil-
ity at 47-30 29th St. around 
5:30 p.m. Monday to find two 
freezers stacked with approx-

imately 40 dead cats.
The ASPCA was called 

and an investigation is un-
derway to find the former 
renter who had stopped pay-
ing the monthly fee on the 
unit, police said.

There have been no ar-
rests made at this time.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Tiara Ferebee, 24, of Riverhead is charged with the drive-by, pellet-gun 
shooting of a plainclothes cop in Jamaica last week. This is the surveil-
lance photo taken near the scene of the attack. NYPD

Man wins auction, 
fi nds 40 dead cats

Pellet gun shooter arraigned

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Cops found 40 dead cats in two freezers at this storage facility. 
Google Earth
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1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Fri 11am-4pm
Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

Soooo “LET’S MAKE A DEAL”

FOR QUALITY, SERVICE, AND RELIABILITY IT’S

Bill de Blasio,
Mayor

Donna M. Corrado
Commissioner

Need Help Paying For 
Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply for 
programs that may save you money 

on prescription drugs and more.

Our experienced counselors offer 
Free Medicare Counseling 

by appointment or telephone.

For more information, 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov
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that the Democrats are elite 
and don’t know what the peo-
ple really want. 

 “Just like Cuomo they 
come out of college and they get 
some assistant job, work their 
way up  and before you know 
it they hold a Council seat or a 
Senate seat. They don’t know 
what it’s like to make a buck, 
they don’t know what it’s like 

to make payroll, they make 
policies from 150 miles away.”

Jarret Freeman, challeng-
ing state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), is also running 
because he wants to offer the 
people of his district another 
option. 

“A lot of people ask me ‘Jar-
ret, why are you running?’ I 
say my desire to run is moti-
vated by the level of compla-
cency in my district,” he said. 
“I thought about the potential 
we can reach, what we can 

really accomplish and that’s 
why I’m running. When I see 
the people who are entrenched 
within our community, I think 
that that’s not a community 
or society that I want to be a 
part of. I really think that it’s 
not just going to be up to us as 
candidates but up to us as a 
community as to how we’re go-
ing to step out of our comfort 
zones.”

Election Day is Tuesday, 
Nov. 8

taxpayer money.
“When you start ware-

housing people, and you don’t 
have anything for them to do 
to get out of that building, 
then you’re doing nothing,” 
he said.

According to Addabbo, 
the most promising way to 
curb the illegal conversions 
is to hire more inspectors at 
the city Department of Build-
ings.

“By increasing the amount 
of inspectors, we increase 
jobs,” he said. “Our borough 
of Queens is inundated with 
illegal conversions and it’s 
not safe for the legal premises 
next door and it’s unsafe for 
those inside.”

Addabbo spoke out against 
the conditions of homeless 
shelters in Queens compar-
ing them to prisons with in-
adequate amenities and poor 

access to public transporta-
tion. He said the best course 
of action for the mayor would 
be to include communities in 
discussions to find the best 
solutions to these issues.

Conigliaro said he would 
like to stem the stream of 
homeless into shelters by re-
quiring residency from those 
checking in. His plan is simi-
lar to that of Florida, which 
requires a drug test for those 
receiving welfare. Contend-
ing that it would not put more 
people on the streets, he said 
it would discourage homeless 
from coming to New York in 
the first place to benefit from 
the system.

“The bottom line is if 
we can show them here the 
store’s closed, the streets 
aren’t going to be available, 
don’t come here. Not because 
we don’t care about home-
less,” he said, arguing that 
shelter resources should be 
preserved for homeless vet-
eran New Yorkers.

Continued from Page 4 

GOP
Continued from Page 4 

Whitestone

Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

18th birthday.
De Blasio’s reforms were 

endorsed by several borough 
lawmakers.

“As states across the coun-
try take action on electoral re-
forms to improve transparency 
and voter turnout, it is impor-
tant that the conversation in 
New York continues not only 
during an election year, but all 
year round,” Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) said. 
“It is clear that changes in the 
current system are needed to 
allow for greater inclusivity 
and access, and I look forward 

to working with my colleagues 
to determine the most effec-
tive measures that will benefit 
all New Yorkers.”

The mayor is also calling 
for  voter registration forms in 
more languages in addition to 
the four translations that are 
available. City agencies pro-
vide translations in Russian, 
Arabic, French and Italian, 
among others.

“As a Council Member 
representing one of the most 
diverse districts in the na-
tion, I am proud that the City 
has translated voter registra-
tion forms into 11 additional 
languages, beyond the five 
required by state law,” City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 

(D-Jackson Heights) said. “Ev-
eryone should exercise their 
right to vote and have a say on 
who leads their government. 
This drive and push for reform 
will ensure that more voices 
are included in the process.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Voter reform

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens
 by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam
Saturday, December 10th 9:00 am

CENTER FOR THE
WOMEN OF NEW YORK

PRESENTS

THE 29TH ANNUAL WORLD OF 
WORKING WOMEN CONFERENCE

“Where are the jobs and how do we get them?”

Registration:
Panel Discussion:

Career Fair:
Workshops:

“Reality Fashion Show:

9:00am
9:30am - 11:30am
3:00pm
1:45pm
3:00pm - 4:00pm

CONFERENCE & JOB FAIR
FRIDAY, Nov. 4, 2016 - 9:00am - 4:00pm

NO REGISTRATION FEE
Remember to bring your resume!

Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel | 135-20 39th Ave. | Flushing, NY



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 21–27, 201630    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 10/21/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$13,000BUY 
FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

3,0 0 0
'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008,

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$8,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Request our Pink “We Care” license 

plate frame with your next purchase 

from Major World & we will donate 

$25 on your behalf to the 

American Cancer Society.
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBU WW
RDon't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 10/21/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,000BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV

$15,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR:

45k miles, Stk#23210

$32,000$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

$10,000BUY 
FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

Q U A L I T Y
P R E - O W N E D  C A R S

'12 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Cops from Bayside's 111th Pct. visit St. Kevin Catholic 
Academy to talk about Stranger Danger to students, K-2.  

Twitter

At Flushing High School, Homecoming is a serious event. Just ask Morgyn Johnson (r), the surprised homecoming queen, 
and her king, Ben Church (l).  Twitter 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (c) gets the spot of honor at the unveiling of 
a newly refurbished, state-of-the-art chemistry lab at Queensborough 
Community College in Bayside. Stavisky helped get $250,000 in fund-
ing for the project.  Photo by Sherri Rossi

Harvest Fest at the Queens Botanical Garden in 
Flushing gets started with a bubble artist.  

Courtesy of Queens Botanical Garden/Jess Brey 

Councilman Daniel Dromm (r) tweets from the 
start of the Bolivian Day Parade in Jackson 
Heights with Assemblyman Francisco Moya (c) 
and state Sen. Jose Peralta (r).  Twitter

More than 300 students from Grover Cleveland High School in Ridgewood got together for 
peace after a day-long visit from the  John Lennon Bus, which donated $1,000 worth of mu-
sical instruments to the school.   Courtesy of The John Lennon Educational Tour Bus 

The 5-K Challenge on Rikers Island is off and running again for the first time since 2008 
over the Rikers Bridge and around the outside of the jail facilities. The race was open to 
Correction Dept. employees and their families.  Courtesy of the DOC
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LATE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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MAKING A BIG 

NOISE
MAKING A BIG 

NOISE
BY STEVE BARNES

Earlier this year, the Queens Muse-Earlier this year, the Queens Muse-
um saluted one of Queens’ biggest con-um saluted one of Queens’ biggest con-
tributions to the history of rock ’n’ roll tributions to the history of rock ’n’ roll 
with the exhibit “Hey! Ho! Let’s Go: with the exhibit “Hey! Ho! Let’s Go: 
The Ramones and the Birth of Punk,” The Ramones and the Birth of Punk,” 
which told the story of the legendary which told the story of the legendary 
punk rockers on the 40th anniversary punk rockers on the 40th anniversary 
of the relase of their first album.of the relase of their first album.

Now, a new film gets up close and Now, a new film gets up close and 
personal with another native son of personal with another native son of 
Queens, one who played a big role Queens, one who played a big role 
in making the band a household in making the band a household 
name. “Danny Says,” a documentary name. “Danny Says,” a documentary 
by Brendan Toller that opened last by Brendan Toller that opened last 
month at the IFC Center in Man-month at the IFC Center in Man-
hattan, as well as being available hattan, as well as being available 
on iTunes and Amazon, introduces on iTunes and Amazon, introduces 
movie-goers to editor, press agent, movie-goers to editor, press agent, 

manager and bon vivant Danny manager and bon vivant Danny 
Fields—born Daniel Feinberg in Fields—born Daniel Feinberg in 
Richmond Hill. Fields, still a New Richmond Hill. Fields, still a New 
Yorker at 76, went on to rub elbows Yorker at 76, went on to rub elbows 
and influence the careers of some and influence the careers of some 
of the central musical figures of the of the central musical figures of the 
’60s, ’70s and ’80s. ’60s, ’70s and ’80s. 

Starting out on a path that would Starting out on a path that would 
make any mother proud—graduat-make any mother proud—graduat-
ing Phi Beta Kappa from the Uni-ing Phi Beta Kappa from the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania by the age versity of Pennsylvania by the age 
of 20 and attending Harvard Law of 20 and attending Harvard Law 
School—Fields found his true path School—Fields found his true path 
in life when he hooked up with the in life when he hooked up with the 
crowd from Andy Warhol’s Factory. crowd from Andy Warhol’s Factory. 
Befriending both Warhol superstar Befriending both Warhol superstar 
Edie Sedgwick, and the members of Edie Sedgwick, and the members of 
the Warhol-mentored Velvet Under-the Warhol-mentored Velvet Under-
ground (Lou Reed, John Cale and an ground (Lou Reed, John Cale and an 

New fi lm follows legendary music fi gure Danny Fields New fi lm follows legendary music fi gure Danny Fields 
from Richmond Hill to CBGBfrom Richmond Hill to CBGB

Continued on Page 40
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Danny Fields (c) and the 
Ramones in "Danny Says." 
©Arturo Vega/Danny Fields Archive
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Apartment for Sale 
(tenant included) OR Se 
Vende Apartemento (con 
inquilino) — This play by 
Spanish playwright Juan 
Carlon Rubio tells the 
story of three peculiar 
characters: an old 
woman who only has the 
apartment she lives in, a 
young businesswoman who 
has everything she wants 
and a real estate salesman 
who is a total disaster. 
On alternate nights, the 
play will be performed 
in English and Spanish 
versions.
When: In English—Friday, Oct. 
21 at 8 pm;  Saturday, Oct. 22, 
3 pm. In Spanish—Saturday, 
Oct. 22, 8 pm; Sunday, Oct. 
23, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theater, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Sara Juli - Tense Vagina 
— “Tense Vagina: an 
actual diagnosis” is about 
motherhood—its beauty, 

challenges, isolation, 
comedy and infl uence on 
the human experience. This 
evening-length solo uses 
humor, movement, sounds, 
songs, text and audience 
participation to reveal “all 
that is awesome and all that 
sucks” when it comes to 
being a mother. 
When: Friday, Oct. 21 and 
Saturday, Oct. 22 at 8 pm
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

The Capitol Steps — The 
clever Capitol Steps, 
performers who have worked 
in a total of 18 Congressional 
offi ces and represent 62 
years of collective House 
and Senate staff experience, 
mock the vote days before 
the election.  Before what 
could be the most historic 
election of our time, the 
candidates get the once-
over by some the greatest 
satirical minds performing 
for live audiences and heard 

on the radio.  The Capitol 
Steps ensemble tells us 
What To Expect When You’re 
Electing.
When: Sunday, Oct. 23, 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40, $45
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: visitqpac.org

Dick Gregory: What’s 
Going On? — Dick Gregory 
is bringing his humor and 
acute perception of the 
upcoming election to the 
community. Gregory is now 
one of the oldest living 
African American legends 
that worked with some of 
the most iconic leaders of 
the 20th century — including 
Bobby and Jack Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King, Jr.; 
Malcolm X, Medgar Evers, 
James Baldwin, and many 
others.
When: Saturday, Oct. 22, 
8 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, Roy Wilkins 
Recreation Center, 177th 
Street and Baisley Boulevard, 
Jamaica
Cost: $35 - $45
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: blackspectrum.
com

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Answers in Sports
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

It has been fascinat-
ing to see the changes 
taking place in the com-
mercial area in Jack-
son Heights, running 
from about 75th to 72nd 
streets, bounded to the 
north by 37th Avenue, 
and Roosevelt Avenue to 
the south. A neighbor-
hood whose numerous 
South Asian alimentary 
offerings were once dom-
inated by Punjabi and 
South Indian fare has 
had to make room for the 
arrival of a steady influx 
of Himalayan eateries.

Now it’s hard to say 
which is more prevalent.  
There has been a trickle 
of new Nepalese immi-
grants making Queens 
their home for at least 
a decade, but the 2015 
earthquake accelerated 
the flow.  Consequently, a 
new cuisine has become 
readily available in our 

borough—never a bad 
thing.

Himalayan food is 
something of a mashup 
of Chinese and Indian 
influences, with its 
own distinctive twist. 

In Tibet, the yak is the 
animal of choice for 
both meat and dairy 
products. Tsampa, made 
from toasted ground 
barley, is a favored sta-
ple. Timgmo—that is, 

steamed bread dough—
is favored for sopping 
up sauces and gravies.  
Momo, the most well-
known Tibetan delicacy, 
are Tibetan dumplings, 
made with various fill-

ings. And just to con-
fuse things, Tibetan 
cuisine, like cuisines 
everywhere, is evolving, 
embracing dishes from 
other adjacent and dis-

The menu at Little Tibet refers to Shabhaley as "Tibetan empanadas." Photo by Suzanne Parker

Himalayan fl avor comes to Jackson Heights
Little Tibet offers diners a friendly—and tasty—way to explore a distinctive cuisine  

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 46

IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

4 Hour Buffet Menu
Salad Bar/ Rolls/ Carving Station/ 5 Chafi ng Dishes/ Holidays Cake
Open Bark, Draft Beer, Red & White Wine, Soft Drinks

Passed Appetizers: Chef’s selection
Garden Salad: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
Carving Station: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, Gravies and Condiments
Chicken Marsala: Mushrooms & Rosemary
Seabass “Marechiaro”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
Penne Ala Vodka: Tomato Cream Sauce
Mashed Potatoes: Caramelized Onions
Roasted Vegetable Medley
Holiday Cake, Coffee & Tea

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW!
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363

Private Rooms: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 + tax p/ p 
(50 person minimum)

Thursday: $65.00 + tax p/p (50 person minimum)

Friday & Saturday: $75.00 + tax p/p (100 person Minimum)

Sunday: $75 + tax p/p (50 person Minimum)

Book Your Holiday party by October 1ST and receive a  
Complimentary Holiday Viennese table for your event!

For those smaller companies that cannot meet minimum guest 
count, we can offer a semi privates area in our main ballroom 

(with other groups of guests
DJ included

December 9 & December 14th only $60.00 tax p/p (10 person minimum)

718.224.8787

IF YOU GO

Little Tibet
72-19 Roosevelt Ave.
Jackson Heights, NY 

11372
718 505-8423

Price Range: All 
offerings range between 
$4.85 and $10.95
Cuisine: Himalayan
Setting: Small, inviting.
Service: Friendly, 
accommodating, 
English fl uent
Hours: 12:00—10:30 pm 
seven days
Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Beer & wine
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome
Music: 
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: 
yes
WIFI: No
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FILM

The 35th Anniversary 
Asbury Short Film Concert 
— Combining classic festival 
award winners from the 
past with new international 
selections Asbury Shorts 
provides a rare opportunity 

for the public to see elite 
fi lms on a real cinema screen 
as opposed to You Tube, 
computers or smart phones.
When: Friday, Oct. 21, 7:30 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $12, $10 members and 
students
Contact: (718) 463-7700

Website: fl ushingtownhall.
org

EVENTS

Annual Diwali Celebration 
with Hindu Temple 
Flushing — Deepãvali or 
Diwali, is called the “Festival 
of Lights,” since many lamps 
and fi reworks illuminate 
the darkness of the New 
Moon occurring during 
October and November. 
Deepa in Sanskrit means 
“light” and Ãvali means 
“row” and so, Deepãvali 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 21-27, 2016

By Pete Canty

E-xtra
Across
1. October birthstone
5. Floor model
9. Like a retro carpet
13. All-night party
14. Go off
16. Stow, as cargo
17. Far-reaching 
societal grouping?
19. Privy to
20. Summer 
footware
21. Draw
22. Left at sea
23. Director Kazan
25. Tot's "bakery" 
products
27. Marathoner's 
mistake?
31. King Kong, e.g.
32. Desertlike
33. True partner?
37. Like some 
dorms
39. Located
42. Eastern 
discipline
43. ___ an era
45. Bad day for 
Caesar?
47. Triumphed
48. District 
Attorney's request 
to a jury?
52. Sicilian seaport
55. Potting need
56. China setting?
57. Play part
59. Play parts
63. Addict

64. Bar Harbor 
affair, perhaps?
66. Learned one
67. Herd member
68. Iroquoian 
Indian
69. Studied
70. Cupid's 
counterpart
71. Silent assents

Down
1. Planets and such
2. Graph or legal intro
3. Mary Kay rival
4. Hard to lift
5. Goes downhill?
6. Baseball stat
7. "Everything ___ 
go!"
8. Kia model

9. Like a banana 
peel, say
10. Vietnam's capital
11. Cherish
12. Rest room sign
15. Get ready to 
drive
18. Some surrealist 
works
24. Prefix with 
culture
26. August hrs.
27. Regatta, e.g.
28. Stratford-___-
Avon
29. Requirement
30. "___ Be" 
(Beatles hit)
34. First caucus 
locale
35. Prima donna 
problems

36. Hamlet, e.g.
38. Like pages 
of an old book, 
perhaps
40. Breyers rival
41. Testifiers
44. Controversial 
coat material
46. Pizzeria order
49. Mosque officials
50. Find
51. Jets set?
52. Remote button
53. Examine
54. Feudal lord
58. Seating section
60. Claudius's 
successor
61. Oklahoma city
62. Fr. holy women
65. No Clue

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ALL KNOTTED UP
E A C H C A C H E S P A N
R O L E O G L E D P O R E
O N U S P I A N O P I E C E
S E E M I L D A C T O R

W H I N E F A D E
S E E I N G C O L D S N A P
A M A T I R O O M Y U S A
P O P S C U R D S S T I R
I T O L A P P S S O F A S
D E N T U R E S S E R E N E

A N T E Y E N T A
O W I N G A I N T T A B
W O O D S T A C K S P U R E
N O T E S P R E E A R I D
S L A M P R E S S T E A S

Pumpkin Patch

Presents 

Halloween 2016 Family Fun Day 
Sunday, October 30 

41st Ave By the Bayside LIRR 
(Between Bell Blvd and 213th Street) 

Noon - 4 PM 

For Information and Details

BaysideBID                /Baysidevillagebid 

 W: www.baysidevillage.net P: 718-423-2434  E:info@baysidevillagebid.com 

Rides

Contests
Dan
ce 

Par
ty

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 44
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Sponsored by:

 
        

                
                          A QUEENS COURIER AND QNS.COM CONTEST

 
                      bestof.qns.com

THE QUEENS

Q

Dine at hundreds of restaurants in Queens,
 the city’s most diverse and multicultural borough.

Q

.

*

For more information call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228 or visit itsinqueens.com

DINE IN
QUEENS
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impossibly glamorous Nico),  impossibly glamorous Nico),  
Fields managed to place him-Fields managed to place him-
self at the center of what was self at the center of what was 
happening in the most cut-happening in the most cut-
ting-edge of New York scenes.ting-edge of New York scenes.

From those beginnings, 
Fields blazed a trail through 
the music business that in-
cluded stints working with the 
Doors, the MC5, Iggy Pop and 
the Stooges, Jonathan Rich-
man and the Modern Lovers, 
Alice Cooper and in a some-
what surprising change of 
pace, Judy Collins. While he 
was not literally an artist him-
self, he had the knack of know-
ing what was worth listening 
to and seeing where the music 
world was going. 

“He knew what to put up 
there and say ‘Hey, you should 
be looking at this,’” according 
to Pop.

Iggy, as well as many of the 
other people whose careers 
Fields fostered, show up on 
screen to salute him. In addi-
tion, two music-business ti-
tans—Jac Holzman of Elektra 
Records and Seymour Stein of 
Sire—weigh in, noting Dan-
ny’s talent both for picking tal-
ent and living on the edge.

That cast of characters 

gives the film enough of a 
sense of personality for two or 
three regular documentaries. 
From a still-kinetic Iggy Pop 
to Tommy Ramone, a regal-
looking Judy Collins and John 
Cameron Mitchell of “Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch” fame, the 
talking heads in “Danny Says” 
are never less than interest-
ing, giving sharp glimpses 
at what made Fields such a 
pivotal figure. Holzman and 
Stein add a more prosaic look 
at what made him special. 

In addition, the film is 
something of a time capsule 
of New York in the 1960s and 
’70s. Lovely snapshots of a na-
ive Edie Sedgwick newly ar-
rived on the scene give way to 
images of a brooding Jim Mor-
rison, Patti Smith and Robert 
Mapplethorpe lurking in the 
background at Max’s Kansas 
City, and footage of the Stoog-
es, MC5 and Ramones playing 
their music.     

But the most captivating 
presence in the film is Danny 
Fields himself. An equal mix-
ture of wide-eyed 5-year-old, 
boisterous nightlife maven 
and hovering, obsessive yenta, 
he brings all the threads of the 
story together in an appealing 
way. Winnowed down from 

over 250 hours of interviews, 
his oncreen remembrances of-
fer vivid justification of why 
so many people on both sides 
of the music industry wanted 
to work with him. Frank to an 
extreme degree, his openness 

gives the film the air of a casu-
al home movie, albeit one with 
an unusual cast of characters. 

Heightening the childlike 
aura of Fields’ reminiscenc-
es, Toller includes animated 
sequences that illustrate his 

stories. Assembled by a team 
that includes noted animator 
Emily Hubley, they add an air 
of magic and fantasy, one that 
is thorougly appropriate for 
the star-crossed path of Fields’ 
career.

Continued from Page 35 

DANNY FIELDS

Danny Fields and Velvet Underground singer Nico in "Danny Says." ©Linda Eastman/Danny Fields Archive

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for Music, Flowers, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10.00 per person

If already Booked with Douglaston Manor NO CHARGE

Receive a complimentary $200 credit towards the fi nal payment of your
event when you book within the next 30 days!

Come meet our amazing vendors, have a private tour of our historic
mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine the chef and his

culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

   718.224.8787
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If the never-ending and 
demeaning presidential cam-
paign has got you down—and 
if it hasn’t, you haven’t been 
paying attention—then I have 
a remedy that is guaranteed to 
lift your spirits. It can be found 
in Jamaica Estates in the au-
ditorium of the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Academy 
where the Royal Star Theatre 
is about to open its production 
of “Spamalot”.

“Spamalot” won the Tony 
Award for Best Musical in 
2005, in a production that was 
directed by Mike Nichols, and 
ran for over 1,500 performanc-
es on Broadway. Adapted from 
the film “Monty Python and 

the Holy Grail,” it is a parody 
of the legend of Camelot’s King 
Arthur and the Knights of the 
Round Table. Created mainly 
by Eric Idle of Python fame, 
“Spamalot” will now make its 
first appearance on a Queens 
stage.

Always looking for some-
thing out of the ordinary, 
Royal Star gives us a show you 
haven’t seen in these parts. 
“Spamalot” is the companay’s 
third production, following 
a musical revue and “Side by 
Side by Sondheim.”  A new 
player on the Queens scene, 
the group is celebrating its 
one-year anniversary, but it 
sprang from the FSF Commu-
nity Theatre after 41 success-
ful years at the Free Syna-
gogue in downtown Flushing.  
Now its home is in a “subur-
ban” neighborhood, and, yes, 
there is plenty of free parking 
on site.

Directed by Erik Neils-

sen, with musical direction by 
the much-in-demand Paul L. 

Johnson and choreography by 
Lisa Bondi, “Spamalot” has a 
cast of 18, some playing mul-
tiple roles and some switching 
genders.  Lead players are Jim 

Haines, Jason Kell, Paul 

Mastrella, Jackie Moe and 
Amanda Montoni.

I was fortunate enough to 

attend a recent rehearsal, and 
if an audience has even half as 
much fun as the actors were 
having, then they are certain 
to have a really good time and 
leave with a smile. Show dates 
are Nov. 5, 11 and 12 at 8 p.m., 
and Sunday matinees Nov. 
6 and 13 at 3p.m.  Royal Star 
can be reached at www.royal-
startheatre.com and at (718) 

428-8681. Tickets in advance 
are $18, $15 for seniors and 
children, and $2 more if you 
wait to pay at the door.  

Being community-minded 
and wanting to support the 
arts programs at Immaculate 
Conception, Royal Star has a 
fund-raiser planned for Sun-
day, Dec. 4, at 3 p.m.  It will be 
a radio show version of a play 
you may have heard something 
about, “A Christmas Carol” by 
Charles Dickens.  The word is 
it will be guided by veteran di-
rector and performer Debbie 

Bendana.
So let’s be optimistic in 

spite of the news of the day 
while the “Spamalot” charac-
ters search for the Holy Grail. 
And let’s sing along with the 
hit number from the show—
originally in the film “Life of 
Brian”—“Always Look on the 
Bright Side of Life”.

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com 

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

BY MERLE EXIT

While it may be incontest-
able that chicken soup is good 
for you, the question of who 
makes the best chicken soup is 
one that many people in many 
places have asked. “Deli Man,” 
a 2014 documentary, told the 
story of Congregation Emanu 
El in Houston, Texas, which 
ran a Chicken Soup Cook-Off 
for many years. There have 
been cook-offs in the New 
York City area as well, but un-
til now the partcipants have 
mostly been amateur chefs 
and judges.

Barry Packer, a trustee of 
Beth Sholom Synagogue in 
Flushing, decided to up the 
ante a bit, and hold a chicken-
soup competition where the 
cooks were from  area restau-
rants and other food establish-
ments. The resulting event, 
the 1st Annual Chicken Soup 
Cook-Off, was held last Satur-
day.

The participants all pro-
vided their own versions of 
chicken soup, and each was 
then judged by a panel that in-
cluded state Sen. Tony Avella; 
Newsday lifestyle columnist 
Marge Perry; Brett Reichler, 
executive chef at Gallagher’s 
Steak House; culinary profes-
sor Tom Smyth and New York 
Post sportswriter Steve Serby.  

“When I received a call 
asking to judge a food contest, 
I almost turned it down until 
I heard that it was all about 
chicken soup,” said Avella.  “I 
love chicken soup, especially 
one that is hearty.”  

Although vendors such as 
Ben’s at Bay Terrace, Rego 
Park’s Ben’s Best and Oak-
land Gardens’ Buddy’s Kosher 
Deli were among the competi-
tors, there were some others 
whose offerings went beyond 
“traditional” chicken soup.  
These restaurants included 

Cascarino’s, Anthony’s, Seven 
Seas Diner, Terrace Dinner, 
Maria’s Mediterranean Sea-
food and Grill, Buddy’s, Sky-
line Diner, Panera Bread, Bell 
Diner and Bayside Milk Farm, 
who packed their soup with 
various vegetables. 

With Saturday a busy eve-
ning for most restaurants, only 
three of the vendors—Ben’s, 
Terrace Diner and Chef Elvis’ 
Caribbean Cuisine—sent out 
their own  chefs to ladle their 
soups.  All of the other restau-
rants were being covered by 

volunteers.
Judges broke the competi-

tors into traditional and in-
ternational categories, award-
ing prizes for first, second 
and third place. Attendees 
cast their own ballots for the 
top three vendors as People’s 
Choice awards.

In the international cate-
gory, Mythos Authentic Greek 
Restaurant took top honors for 
its lemony rendition of chicken 
soup. Judges voted a three-way 
tie for the traditional variety: 
Ben’s, Anthony’s and Terrace 
Diner. There was a two-way tie 
for second place in the interna-
tional category, with Iavarone 
Bros. and Chef Elvis taking 
that honor. 

Packer counted 87 votes 
for the People’s Choice award, 
with Chef Elvis coming in as 
the winner, Ben’s taking sec-
ond place and Iavarone Bros. 
third. Ten-year-old Aviva 
Kaufman from Bayside was 
elected by her mother to do 
the voting.  “My favorite was 
Ben’s,” she said.  “I liked the 
soup and the big fluffy matzo 
ball.” It was the size of a base-
ball and served in a pint con-
tainer.  Latkes were offered as 
well. 

The Bagel Shoppe provided 
mini bagels, while Maggie 
Moo’s took care of dessert with 
its non-dairy ice cream.  

Packer said he was extreme-
ly pleased with the way the eve-
ning turned out. “It was mind-
boggling to step back, as I did a 
couple of times throughout the 
night, and just take it all in—
from the number of people, to 
the smooth flow of the night, to 
the extreme generosity of all of 
our vendors—either by being 
there with their soups or by of-
fering gift certificates for our 
raffle,” he said.

He also said that this is like-
ly just the beginning of a tradi-
tion at Beth Sholom. “Each of 
the five judges said to let them 
know the date for next year 
and they will be back, as did 
the vendors I had a chance to 
talk with afterwards. My team 
is already discussing the date 
and details for the 2nd Annu-
al Chicken-Soup Cook-Off in 
October 2017.  From what our 
early estimates show, I believe 
that we had somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 150 people. 
And, that is not to mention all 
of the raffle tickets that were 
sold. Now we will have a defin-
itive goal for next year.”

Since there were leftovers 
at the end of the evening, at-
tendees were welcome to get 
chicken soup to go. What about 
the rest? Barry wasn’t sure at 
the time but the thought of 
donating to a soup kitchen 
seemed appropriate.

The Royal Star Theater is getting ready for its upcoming production of 
Monty Python's "Spamalot." Courtesy Royal Star Theatre

State Sen. Tony Avella (l) with Barry Packer, the organizer of Beth Sholom 
Synagogue's 1st Annual Chicken Soup Cook-off Photo by Merle Exit

Theater company brings joy to Jamaica Estates

Cook-off chooses the best chicken soup 
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14th Ave to 20th

For Info Call Meteor Festivals: 718-444-6028

FREE RIDES
FREE RIDES

SPONSORED BY:

PLEASE TELL THE SPONSORS - THANK YOU!

FREE
CHILD ID’sProvided by

The Free
Masons

Every Child Should 
Have One... 

Seniors Too!Businesses/Organizations

STREET FAIRSTREET FAIR
 SUNDAY - OCT. 23rd

12 AM TO 5:45 PM FOR THE KIDS 11 YRS & YOUNGER!

GAMES
RIDES

VENDORS
FOOD

THE COLLEGE POINT

Senator Tony AvellaSenator Tony Avella

ALL DAYALL DAY

Businesses/Organizations

The Louis Armstrong House Museum is a 
constituent of Kupferberg Center for Arts, 
Queens College, CUNY

To purchase TABLES, TICKETS, or to 
place an ad in our Journal, please visit  
LouisArmstrongHouse.org or email 
Gala@LouisArmstrongHouse.org

KEIGWIN 
+ COMPANY
“Dance that hits  
your pleasure  
receptors” 
- The New Yorker

October 22 - 23
Saturday 2pm & 8pm
Sunday 3pm
Tickets from $25
www.queenstheatre.org 
Box Office: 718.760.0064
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means “a row of lights”. 
This event will celebrate the 
upcoming festival with an 
art exhibition, a hands-on 
Diya (clay lamp) painting 
workshop for children, 
a display of Deepãvali 
festivities, a cultural show 
of regional dances and the 
lighting of 3,000 candles.
When: Sunday, Oct. 23, 1 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 460-8484 
ext. 112
Website: queensmuseum.org 

Queens Archaeology 
Talk — Professor Jim 
Moore of Queens College 
will present a lecture on 
the colonial archaeology 
of Flushing at the Queens 
Historical Societh. Dr. Moore 
has a strong connection 
with QHS as he has done 
archaeological surveys at 
the historic Moore-Jackson 
Cemetery in Woodside, and 
plans to do excavations 
there in the months ahead.
When: Sunday, Oct. 23, 2:30 
pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Queens Historical 
Society, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $5 general admission, 
$3 students/seniors, free for 
members
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: 
queenshistoricalsociety.org

DANCE

Queensboro Dance Festival 
— This wide-ranging event 
showcases 27 companies, 
all based in Queens. Its 
mission is to strengthen the 
dance identity in Queens 
and bring together the 
borough’s dance community. 
Each program features nine 
or more groups, ensuring 
a varied and entertaining 
evening.
When: Friday, Oct. 21 and 
Saturday, Oct. 22 at 7:30 pm; 
Sunday, Oct. 23 at 7 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15 in advance, $18 
at door, $5 for high-school 
students, $35 for 3-day 
Festival Pass
Website: www.
queensborodancefestival.com 

Keigwin + Company — 
Keigwin + Company returns 
to the Queens Theatre with a 
tribute to Leonard Bernstein. 
The company showcases 
Larry Keigwin’s unique style 
of contemporary dance, 

described by The New York 
Times as “intricate and 
rapturous.” K+C offers a 
refreshing vision of dance 
that combines wit, style 
and heart with a theatrical 
sensibility.
When: Saturday, Oct. 22 at 
2 pm and 8 pm; Sunday, Oct. 
23 at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25/$42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queensthreatre.org

MUSIC

Judy Collins with special 
guest Ari Hest — At 76, 
award-winning singer-
songwriter Judy Collins is 
as creatively vigorous as 
ever, whether she is writing, 
performing or nurturing new 
talent. She will bring her 
signature vocal style to the 
stage of the LeFrak Concert 
Hall along with Ari Hest, her 
partner on the album “Silver 
Skies Blue,” which was 
released earlier this year. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 22, 8 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $40-$50
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: kupferbergcenter.
org

St. Luke’s Chamber Ensemble 
— The Grammy Award-winning 
St. Luke’s Chamber Ensemble’s 
Subway Series presents a free, 
casual, family-friendly event. 
St. Luke’s explores storytelling 
through music through 
the works of Chevalier de 
Saint-George – a Classical-era 
composer of African descent, 
who was well regarded among 
the ranks of Haydn and Mozart. 
In a pre-show workshop, 
participants will be invited to 
write short stories about their 
communities, and hear them 
come to life through music. 
Musical instruments will be 
provided.
When: Sunday, Oct. 23, 2:30 
pm (workshop at 1 pm)
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free (No RSVP 
required)
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.
org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Young Chefs: Ghoulish 
Grub — Join us if you dare 
for a Halloween scare. 
During this class, for kids 
ages 7 to 12, young chefs will 
be able to create a delicious 
“Pizza Mummy” as well as 

Hot Cocoa with Floating 
Eyeballs. All materials 
included. Limited to eight 
participants.
When: Saturday, Oct. 22, 
10:30 am - 12 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18 for member, $24 
for non-members
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: alleypond.com

The Amazing Maize Maze 
— Kids and adults alike will 
have a blast fi nding their 
way out of this 3-acre corn 
maze! The adventure begins 
with a “Stalk Talk” to prepare 
you for the challenge of 
fi nding clues, solving puzzles, 
and making your way out 
of the maze. Feel up to the 
challenge? Then join us for 
the fun of getting lost and 
loving it! This year’s maze 
theme is “The Big Apple.”
When: Saturdays and 
Sundays through Oct. 30, 11 
am - 4:30 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $10 for adults, $5 for kids 
4-11; free for kids 3 and under
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Mark Leckey: Containers 
and Their Drivers — MoMA 
PS1 is presenting the fi rst 
comprehensive U.S. survey 
of the pioneering British 
artist Mark Leckey. Since 
coming to prominence 
in the late 1990s, Mark 
Leckey’s dynamic and varied 
practice has combined 
formal experimentation with 
pointed explorations of class 
and history. The exhibition 
will bring together major 
bodies of Leckey’s work, 
including a broad array of 
video works and sculptural 
installations alongside new 
pieces made specifi cally for 
the exhibition.
When: Open Sunday, Oct. 23 
and runs until March 5, 2017. 
The museum is open Thursday 
through Monday from 12 pm 
to 6 pm
Where: MoMA PS1. 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Museum admission 
is $10 for adults, $5 for 
students and senior citizens, 
free children under 15 free. 
Also, until Oct. 15, 2017, all 
residents of New York’s 
fi ve boroughs receive free 
entrance to all exhibitions 
during regular museum 
hours; excluding concerts, 
fundraisers, and ticketed 
events

Continued from Page 38 

Arts
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19-11 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., WHITESTONE, NY 11357  718.747.2583  BLVDRESTAURANT.COM  THEBLVD.WHITESTONE@AOL.COM

FREE PARKING IN REAR

The BLVD Dance Party Starts 
at 9:30 Every Friday Night!

Now Booking Holiday 
Parties for 20−110 Guests!

 DJ Tommy NappiDJ Jenny Costa

Friday October 21 KTU’s DJ Jenny Costa

Friday October 28th The Blvd.
Halloween Party Featuring
KTU’s DJ Tommy Nappi
Costume Prizes for 1st & 2nd Place!

Accepting Reservations 
for Thanksgiving. 
Complete Turkey Dinner 
and A La Carte Menus.
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tant areas. Who would 
have expected chicken 
lollypops, the iconic 
dish of the Tangra of 
Kolkatta, to show up on 
a Tibetan menu? It is, 
however, one of Little 
Tibet’s specialties.

Little Tibet is a cute, 
friendly place to explore 
the cuisine of the re-
gion of the birthplace of 
the Buddha.  The small, 
cozy space is lined with 
banquettes, upholstered 
with oriental rugs.  It has 
a bar that serves beer 
and wine with a surpris-
ingly deep selection of 
local (yes, Queens) craft 
brews. The menu is full 

bore Himalayan.
The obvious choice for 

starters here are the mo-
mos—either the roly-poly 
vegetarians ones or the 
juicy meat variety. Es-
chewing the obvious, and 
thinking we could kill 
two birds with one stone, 
we bypassed the momo 
in favor of Mokthug, beef 
momos in bone broth. If 
you’re a devotee of bone 
broth because it is rich 
in minerals that support 
the immune system; con-
tains healing compounds 
like collagen, glutamine, 
glycine and proline; and 
heals your gut lining 
and reduces intestinal 
inflammation—this is 
a novel way to get your 
fix. Or you can just order 
it because it tastes good.  
The Tibetan answer to 

kreplach soup.
We also sampled the 

pan fried Tibetan blood 
sausage called Gyuma, 
which bears an uncanny 
resemblance to Irish 
black pudding, but with 
chewy bits.  Like black 
pudding, it’s pretty bland 
by itself, and requires 
copious amounts of hot 
sauce for flavor.

Perhaps the star of 
the Little Tibet’s offer-
ings is Shabhaley, aptly 
described on the menu 
as “Tibetan empanadas.”  
These deep fried pockets 
of beef and juice erupt 
in your mouth in an ex-
plosion of deliciousness.  
They make a perfect 
snack food or lunch, or a 
shared starter.

The two entrées we 
tried spoke volumes 
about Tibet’s geography. 
The first, Chaley Ngoe-
pa, is a stir fry of beef 
tongue with vegetables. 
The cooking style says 
“China,” the spiciness 
“India,” and the choice of 
meat screams “Tibet” (in 
Tibet it probably would 
have been yak). This is a 
delightful dish providing 
you are a lover of tongue.  
Be forewarned that all of 
the parts of the organ are 

included, not just the ten-
derest.  We also sampled 
Phakpey Tsip-Sha, a sim-
ilar dish made with pork 
ribs. The sauce, a little 
sweeter than the one 
used on the tongue dish, 
was pleasant enough, but 
the overcooked ribs were 
too chewy.

We capped it all off 
with a Tibetan dessert—
Tsampa cake. Tsampa 
(toasted ground barley), 

as mentioned earlier, is 
a staple of Himalayan 
cuisine. In this case it’s 
mixed with sugar and 
formed into a small cake 
topped with ice cream. 
What’s not to like?

The Bottom Line
Little Tibet is a 

charming place to get 
to know Himalayan cui-
sine.  Perhaps the best 

way is with a few local 
brews and a selection of 
snacks shared among 
friends.  

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 37 

Little Tibet

Not ready for a full Himalayan meal? Just wanna 
grab some momo?  Sign up at Diversity Plaza and 
get a map of 20 vendors for $5, then sample as 
many as you want for $1 a pop.

5TH ANNUAL MOMO CRAWL
Sunday, Nov. 6, 2016 • 2-5pm

Voting at 5pm
Diversity Plaza (Broadway / 73rd Street) 

in Jackson Heights, Queens
MomoCrawl.com

Chaley Ngoepa is a tasty stir fry of beef tongue with vegetables. Photo by Suzanne Parker
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

The St. John’s women’s 
basketball team is looking 
for a little bit of respect—and 
they’re willing to work for it. 

Just a few months after 
winning the program’s first 
Big East title in 28 years, the 
team was selected sixth in 
the conference’s preseason 
poll. But while the spot is a 
far cry from the team’s cham-
pinoship run last season, 
the Red Storm are willing to 
work their way back up the 
ladder, bolstered by a trio of 
returning players who are 
determined to earn their own 
shot at the spotlight. 

“It’s a prediction. It’s pre-
season,” said senior point 
guard Aaliyah Lewis. “We 
just have to continue to work 
hard and peform well and 
then everything will fall into 
place.”

Of course, a champion-

ship defense is never easy 
and this year’s Red Storm 
squad will have its work cut 
out for it—even before league 
play starts. St. John’s boasts 
a jam-packed non-conference 
schedule and, with six new 
faces on the roster this year, 
they will need to hit their 
stride early. 

“This is probably the 
toughest one that I’ve had in 
my five years as head coach,” 
said Joe Tartamella. “And so 
we’re going to have our work 
cut out for us. I think being 
able to test ourselves early—
those first six games are 
probably the toughest stretch 
we’ve played as a program—
it’ll give us a good barometer 
of where we are and what we 
need to do.”

Lewis will serve as the de 
facto leader on the court this 
season—an extension of Tar-
tamella once the game gets 

BY LAURA AMATO

There’s a love-hate relation-
ship to these kinds of games. 

The St. Francis Prep and 
Holy Cross boys soccer teams 
squared off Tuesday in the 
second Battle of the Boule-
vard this season and while the 
squads fought to a 1-1 tie, two 
players in particular couldn’t 
quite wipe the smiles off their 
faces when they walked off the 
field. 

Terriers midfielder Antho-
ny Blaskovic and Knights for-
ward Michael De Canio grew 
up together—both attending 
St. Luke’s before going their 
separate high-school ways—
and while they both enjoy 
the competition of a rivalry 
matchup, neither one of them 
particularly enjoys beating 
the other. So, they did what 
made sense—they both scored 
a goal. 

“It’s always an important 
match, playing Prep,” De Can-
io said. “There’s so much ten-
sion and everything, but it’s 
fun. Everybody knows each 
other.”

De Canio found the back of 
the net first, notching a strike 
in the sixth minute as the ball 
landed perfectly at his feet. He 
didn’t have to do much, except 
direct the ball towards the 
goal, but it was enough to give 
the Knights (8-4-1) a boost of 
early-game confidence. 

“It was a great pass and all 
I had to do was chip it over the 
keeper,” De Canio said. “We’ve 
been working on that, trying to 
possess the ball more, instead 
of playing kick and run.”

The goal set the Terriers 
back on their heels, but St. 
Francis Prep came out firing 
on all cylinders in the second, 
notching half a dozen solid 
chances at the net. The prob-
lem, however, was getting the 
ball to go in the net. 

It wasn’t until Blaskovic 
connected on a picture-perfect 
cross from Randolf Gotz in the 
69th minute that the Terriers 

were able to knot the game at 
one all. 

“All I had to do was tap it 
in,” Blaskovic said. “[Randolf] 
did all the work for me. We had 
to wake up and we did.”

Holy Cross goalkeeper 
Eric Rossi kept it a tie game 
throughout the waning min-
utes of the second half, notch-
ing big-time saves down the 
stretch. The defensive per-
formance gave the Knights a 
final-second chance to score 
the game-winner, but Demos 
Demopoulos’ attempt couldn’t 
hit its mark. 

“Our goalie made some 
phenomenal saves,” said Holy 
Cross coach Matt Tyburczy. “I 
told him at the end of the game 
he made some great saves and 
they were knocking on the 
door the whole second half.”

It’s a tough draw for the 
Terriers, who are locked in 
as the No. 3 seed heading into 
the CHSAA playoffs, but, it 
hasn’t been an easy season for 

St. Francis and, right now, the 
team is turning its attention 
towards what’s next. 

“I’ll take any positive we 
can get right now,” said Terri-
ers coach Franco Purificato. 
“The playoffs are right around 
the corner. We’ll rest some 
guys up and hopefully get ev-
erybody back in shape.”

The Knights, meanwhile, 
were slated to contend for a 
BQCHSAA championship 
Thursday, facing off against 
reigning city champion Molloy 
in a winner-take-all matchup. 
It was to be a major game and 
one Holy Cross was anxious 
for. After all, the team, likely, 
didn’t have to play against 
many childhood friends in 
that one. 

“I’m so proud of these guys,” 
Tyburczy said. “They work 
their butts off. From last year 
to this year, they’ve helped 
turn the program around and 
it’s Holy Cross soccer from 
what I remember.”Continued on Page 49

Senior point guard Aaliyah Lewis is determind to step into a leader-
ship role for the Red Storm this season.  St. John's Athletics

Childhood friends Anthony Blaskovic (left) and Michael De Canio both 
notched goals as St. Francis Prep and Holy Cross battled to a 1-1 draw on 
Tuesday afternoon.  Photo by Laura Amato

Red Storm hoopsters 
looking for respect

Boulevard battlers
Childhood friends end soccer standoff in a 1-1 tie



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 21–27, 201650    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BY LAURA AMATO

The Guzzo siblings grew 
up playing soccer together 
and, for a long time, the plan 
was to keep that trend going—
or at least to play at the same 
school. That plan, however, 
didn’t quite play out and, now, 
the Guzzos are on the opposite 
side of the Queens soccer di-
vide. 

Joseph Guzzo, a senior at 
Bayside, and Annalie Guzzo, 
a freshman at Francis Lewis, 
are both in the midst of suc-
cessful soccer seasons, but 
while the Guzzo siblings might 
not be sporting the same uni-
form colors this season, the 
brother and sister duo haven’t 
missed a beat when it comes to 
supporting each other. 

After all, they’re family 
and they love soccer almost as 
much as they do each other. 

“I think it’s amazing be-
cause sometimes I get a little 
nervous on the field and I put a 
little bit too much pressure on 
myself,” Annalie said of her 
off-field support system. 

“I come home to a family 
that’s very supportive and they 
tell me that I played great and 
give me some tips to do better 
next time,” she added. “It’s re-
ally great to have that and it 
really helps me play better on 
the field.”

Soccer has always been the 
unofficial sport of the Guz-
zo family and the two grew 
up with a ball at their feet. 
“Our parents are really sup-
portive of us playing and when 
we were growing up they were 
always really good about it,” 
Joseph said. “It might not be 
the most popular sport in the 
U.S., but they were always good 
about getting us out there.”

Of course, as the older sib-
ling, Joseph has been tasked 
with the job of providing ad-
vice for Annalie and the pair 
regularly bounce ideas off 
each other over the dinner 
table. There are naturally dif-
ferences between the boys’ and 
girls’ game, but, in the end, the 
goal is always the same—score 
goals and win games. 

“I would say that I give her 
some pointers and things on 
the position, just because I’ve 
been exposed to different parts 
of the game,” Joseph said. 
“Wisdom does come with age 
when it comes to high school 
sports and I try and help direct 
her.”

Those dinner-time conver-
sations also involve a bit of 
good-spirited competition as 
well. After all, they are broth-
er and sister and they both 
play the same position (defen-
sive midfield), so there’s only 
so much support they can give 
before they start talking stats 
and respective team records. 

“There’s always that com-

petitive edge,” Annalie said. 
“It’s the kind of usual competi-
tive relationship, you know, 
between a brother and sister.”

The Guzzos have one other 
sibling—an 11-year-old broth-
er—who’s also been bitten by 
the soccer bug and both Jo-
seph and Annalie are already 
making their case for him to 
pick their respective programs 
once he hits high school.

But before they can do 
that, the siblings have their 
sights set on a city champion-
ship. Both Bayside and Fran-
cis Lewis are primed to make 
deep runs in the postseason 
and while Joseph and Annalie 
want to stay supportive, they 
also hope they’ll miss each 
other’s games—that means 
they’ll still be playing. 

“I’m hoping to keep play-
ing for a while,” Joseph said. 
“We’ve made it to the semi-
finals the last two years, but 
I think the third time’s the 
charm and we’re just looking 
to go out on a high note this 
season.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Bashir Ahmed wanted to 
come home to play basket-
ball. That, however, was eas-
ier said than done. 

The St. John’s junior—a 
Bronx native who made a 
name for himself at John F. 
Kennedy High School—took a 
long and winding road to get 
back to the city, but now that 
he’s here, he is determined to 
do his hometown proud. 

“I feel very honored to rep-
resent my city,” Ahmed said. 
“It’s like a dream come true 
for me.”

Ahmed was a top-tier 
recruit coming out of high 
school and he planned to take 
his game to Iona College after 
wrapping up his prep career 
at The Robinson School in 
Bayonne, N.J. 

Academic issues, howev-
er, set Ahmed on a different 
course—one that had him 
crisscrossing around the 
country. 

Since leaving New Jersey, 
Ahmed spent time in North 
Carolina and, most recently, 
wrapped up his second sea-
son at Hutchinson Commu-
nity College in Kansas. 

It was a place he never ex-
pected to be—Kansas is, after 
all, just a bit different than 
the Bronx—but Ahmed flour-
ished with the JUCO squad. 
He averaged 20.1 points, 8.1 
rebounds and 2.2 assists last 
winter, earning Jayhawk 
Conference Player of the 
Year honors and First Team 
All-American accolades. 

That success has left him 
wanting more in Queens. 

“I’m very excited. Going 
through JUCO just made 
me hungry,” Ahmed said. 
“It made me want it more. 
And now that I’m here, I’m 
just going to work hard and 
hopefully looking to help this 
team win some games.”

Ahmed is a bit of a do-it-all 
player and the kind of physi-
cal, aggressive addition the 
Red Storm need this season.

St. John’s won just one Big 
East game last year and while 
the Red Storm are more con-
fident with a year under their 
collective belt, the squad also 
needs a bit of vocal leadership 
on and off the court. 

Ahmed is certain he can 
be that leader. 

“I feel like I fit in and I 
feel like we’re all on the same 

page. We’re hungry,” he said. 
“And last year they had a lot 
of freshman, not a lot of ex-
perience, and they were re-
building. But I feel like hav-
ing a year under their belt, 
they have more experience 
and we’ve been working hard 
together and everything.”

Ahmed also had interest 
from Cincinnati, Louisville 
and Rutgers, but felt like 
there was a very tangible pull 
to St. John’s. 

He had a long-standing 
relationship with assistant 
coach Matt Abdelmassih—
who recruited Ahmed during 
his Iowa State days—and the 
desire to play close to home 
was simply too much to deny. 
It was, for all intents and pur-
poses, the perfect fit. 

“It’s back home and my 
family gets a chance to come 
support me,” Ahmed said. “I 
always been a big fan of St. 
John’s. So I’m very honored 
to be here.” 

Ahmed admitted he got 
chills when he stepped onto 
the court at Madison Square 
Garden for Big East Media 
Day Oct. 11. This was the 
moment he’d been waiting 
for and while things didn’t 
always go according to plan, 
Ahmed wouldn’t change his 
road for anything—not when 
it, eventually, led him back 

home. 
“I feel like I bring a lot of 

energy on the floor,” Ahmed 
said. “I play both ends of the 
floor and I feel like I’m a good 
team player. I’m just going to 
give it my all every day and 
work hard.”

Annalie and Joseph Guzzo both are looking to lead their squad to a city 
championship.  Julie Guzzo

St. John's junior Bashir Ahmed is 
flying high after a long and wind-
ing road to prep school, JUCO 
and, finally, back to New York 
City.  St. John's Athletics

A soccer-centric family Red Storm junior 
ready for action

underway—but the Red 
Storm also boast some solid 
depth at every position. 

In fact, that depth is what 
has the Red Storm feeling par-
ticularly confident heading 
into this season. The key, how-
ever, is finding a way to make 
it all gel. 

“We have more players this 
year—13 girls and a lot of these 
girls can do multiple things,” 
said Lewis, who racked up a 
team-high 129 assists last sea-
son. “We’ve got some defensive 
stoppers and slashers, shoot-
ers. We have a lot more to give 

this year.”
Despite half a dozen fresh 

faces on this season’s team, 
the Red Storm’s leaders have 
already stepped up to the met-
aphorical plate, directing the 
squad in practice and setting a 
very specific tone from the get-
go—this team is going to hold 
itself accountable. 

“If you let that trickle down 
and go with that every day in 
practice, it’ll work,” said se-
nior forward Jade Walker. “I 
think we’re all ready to step 
into those leadership roles and 
seize that opportunity.”

The preseason polls and ex-
pectations may not exactly set 
the Red Storm up for another 
run at a conference champion-

ship, but this year’s St. John’s 
squad doesn’t doubt itself for a 
moment. 

They’re a mix of experi-
ence, determination and de-
sire and the Red Storm know, 
if they can put it all together, 
the preseason predictions 
won’t matter at all. 

“When you’ve got players 
who have played in NCAA 
Tournament games, have 
played in the Big East cham-
pionship game, have won a 
championship, those things 
are invaluable,” Tartamella 
said. “They can give those ex-
periences to the younger play-
ers. You always want to be able 
to have players who have been 
in the fire.”

Red Storm
Continued from Page 50
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BY LAURA AMATO

The Christ the King foot-
ball team continued to find 
the end zone with ease Satur-
day, cruising to a 33-8 victory 
over Kellenberg Memorial. 

The Royals improved to 6-0 
on the season as quarterback 
Demetrius Wilson had one of 
his most productive games. 
The standout racked up 345 
yards through the air, includ-
ing a pair of 80-yard passes to 
two different receivers. 

Wilson wasn’t the only 
Christ the King offensive star 
in the victory. Tosin Oyeka-
nmi finished with two touch-
downs, while Siddiq Mu-
hammad, Justin Terry and 
Anthony Lang each notched 
their own appearance in the 
end zone. 

Christ the King takes to 
the road next for a matchup 
against St. John the Baptist 
Saturday. 

Bayside 46, Grady 8: 

The Commodores continued 
to keep rolling, improving to 
6-0 on the season with anoth-
er lopsided win. 

Bayside jumped out to a 
22-0 lead after the first quar-
ter and padded that lead with 
another touchdown in the 
second. If there was a down-
side to the win, it came in the 
form of Grady’s Torry Cortes, 
who racked up 165 rushing 
yards on 16 carries. 

The Commodores kept 
Cortes out of the end zone, 
however, and wrapped up the 
victory with a 12-point fourth 
quarter. Bayside hosts Mc-
Kee/Staten Island Tech Sun-
day, looking to maintain its 
perfect record. 

South Shore 24, Flush-

ing 18: Senior quarterback Ja-
son Martin continued to make 
a name for himself out of the 
pocket on Friday night, once 
again sparking the Vikings 
(5–1) to another late-game vic-
tory. South Shore trailed 12–8 
at halftime, but Martin’s arm 
helped turn things around in 
the second half. 

Long Island City 36, 

Cardozo 14: The Bulldogs 
ran all over ’Dozo, racking 
up a whopping 353 yards on 
the ground and notching 527 

yards of total offense. Day-
shawn Small led the ground 
game with 237 yards and 
one touchdown, while Wil-
ton Calderon threw for 174 
yards and three touchdowns. 
Far Rockaway 22, KIPP 8: 

Seahorses quarterback Ha-
nalka Graham was efficient 
under center in the victory, 
going 9-for 11 through the 
air for 139 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns. Curtis Steven-
son added 105 yards on the 
ground and one touchdown of 
his own for Rockaway. 

Truman 40, Springfield 

Gardens 7: The Golden Ea-
gles dropped their first game 
of the season in particularly 
disappointing fashion as the 
squad was held scoreless in 
the final three quarters. 

Springfield Gardens was 
held to just 87 yards of total 
offense as the squad com-
pleted just three passes in the 
lopsided loss. The Golden Ea-
gles will look to get back on 
track Saturday with a road 
matchup at Mott Haven. 

George Washington 14, 

Beach Channel 6: The Dol-
phins couldn’t slow down 
Washington’s run game, 
giving up 180 yards on the 
ground in the narrow defeat. 
Washington’s lone touch-
down of the day, however, 
came through the air as Elvis 
Eusebio found Lynell Brown 
for his only completion of the 
day. 

Eagle Academy III 40, 

Information Tech 6: Eagle 
Academy exploded for 400 
yards of total offense in the 
lopsided Cup Conference vic-
tory, averaging double-digit 
yardage every time the ball 
was snapped. Gary Newman 
was a force to be reckoned 
with, throwing for 108 yards 
and one touchdown and rush-
ing for another 112 yards on 
11 carries. 

Tyler Nation added 90 
rushing yards and two touch-
downs on just five carries.

OTHER SCORES

Adlai Stevenson 42, Wil-
liam C. Bryant 20

Alfred E. Smith 20, Frank-
lin K. Lane 14

Tilden 24, Jamaica 13

BY LAURA AMATO

The Queens athletic com-
munity lost one of its most 
prominent and successful 
names Oct. 13 when longtime 
Cardozo tennis coach Howie 
Arons died after battling can-
cer. He was 67 years old.  

Arons was a dominant pres-
ence with the Judges through-
out his 36-year career, leading 
the program to a whopping 18 
PSAL city championships. His 
leadership on the court was 
electric and while he retired 
from Cardozo in 2012, Arons’ 
legacy is something the Judg-
es will have forever. 

“He was always the most 
positive, exciting person,” 
said Cardozo boys’ basketball 
coach Ron Naclerio, who con-
sidered Arons both a colleague 
and friend. “During the course 
of the year he would call me 
and I would call him and he 
would tell me how things were 
not going well, but he was so 
positive about it. He just told 
me, ‘I’m always going to keep 
fighting.’”

During his time at ‘Dozo, 
Arons racked up 584 career 
victories and just 51 defeats, 
but it was what he did once 
the matches were over that 
truly set him apart from other 
coaches in the area. Always 
ready to lend an ear or help 
finetune a serve, Arons’ rela-
tionship with his players was 
the defining characteristic of 
his coaching approach. 

“I look at the history of this 
school and what it’s meant to 
me in my life,” Naclerio said. 
“And these big names were 
like my uncles and Howie 
Arons was my big brother. He 
always made you feel so good. 
He was just one of those people 
who walked into the room and 
he made everyone feel good.”

In addition to his work at 

Cardozo—where he was was 
an English teacher and eventu-
ally dean of the school—Arons 
also served as the co-director 
of the New York Tennis Acad-
emy at Great Neck Estates, 
sparking a successful junior 
program on Long Island. 

He also ran the junior pro-
gram at Alley Pond Tennis 
Center and devoted much of 
his time to helping foster an 
early love of the game for play-
ers across the area. In 2015, he 
was the recipient of the Vitas 
Gerulaitis “For the Love of 
Tennis” Award and was also 
a member of the Cardozo ath-
letic Hall of Fame. 

All of Arons’ hard work 
paid off—he saw more than 80 
players move on to the Divi-
sion I level, including both of 
his sons, Ian and Andrew. 

“If I had to say there was a 
Mt. Rushmore of Cardozo ath-
letics and there were three or 
four people that had to be on 
it, he’s easily one of them,” Na-

clerio said. “Not just athleti-
cally, everything he did.”

Arons had not spent much 
time on the court at ‘Dozo 
since announcing his retire-
ment, but the longtime coach 
was still regarded as one of the 
most important figures in the 
Judges’ athletic history. Na-
clerio knows that reputation 
won’t change any time soon. 

“One of his former players 
called me last night and told 
me that he’s meeting with a 
couple of guys, graduated in 
’83 and ’84, at Cardozo so they 
can all go to the services to-
gether,” Naclerio said. “That’s 
the kind of impact he had. He 
said he never saw a teacher 
so enthused as [Howie] was. 
Thirty years later and he re-
members that.”

Arons’ funeral will be held 
Sunday, Oct. 16, at 12 p.m. at 
the Star of David Chapel, 1236 
North Wellwood Ave., West 
Babylon NY 11704.

HOWIE ARONS Facebook

Arons dies at 67
Legendary Cardozo tennis coach left enduring legacy

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
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ters, 3,000 units in 260 pri-
vately owned buildings, be-
cause they are beyond repair, 
DHS has no other choice but 
to rent vacant hotel rooms.

“If a family comes to us 
in the middle of the night, 
we have to find a place for 
them and that’s where the 
hotels come in,” Banks said. 
“But New York has been rent-
ing commercial hotel rooms 
since the Lindsey adminis-
tration.”

He explained it was new 
policy to provide 30 days no-
tice to community leaders 
when the city wants to con-
vert a hotel into a full shel-
ter, but such notification for 
renting hotel rooms is not 
new. Banks explained, how-
ever, that he understands 
the challenges it creates 
for local leaders to not have 
prior knowledge when DHS 
rents rooms for the homeless, 
and he promised that would 
change.

He also said the borough’s 
current number of sheltered 
homeless is at 8,500 living in 
less than 5,000 units. Then 
it was time for the question-
and-answer part of the eve-
ning.

“There are 22,000 empty 
or vacant units in public 
housing right now,” Com-
munity Board 5 Chairman 
Vincent Arcuri  said. “You 
could use them to house the 
homeless instead of wasting 
$189 a night at the Holiday 
Inn Express.”

CB 5 represents Maspeth, 
where so much of the drama 
unfolded in the last three 
months with rallies each 
weeknight and road trips to 
protest other communities 
that have shelters.

Banks disputed the figure 
saying, “If you can show me 
where they are, I’ll be the big-
gest advocate of using them.”

 And then came the first 
tense part of the meeting. 
As he explained the way 
housing worked in the past, 
Banks said, “LaGuardia had 
something Bill de Blasio does 

not.”
“Brains!” shouted Ar-

curi to laughter and more 
shouting, which caused Katz 
to restore order. “A federal 
partner,” Banks said, when 
things quieted in the confer-
ence room. 

And then City Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) had his chance to 
speak. 

“For us in southeast 
Queens we’ve been dealing 
with this issue since way be-
fore de Blasio came to office,” 
he said. “To say it’s a de Bla-
sio issue is disingenuous.”

Richards said close to 40 
percent of all shelters in the 
borough are in southeast 
Queens and that it was about 
time everyone did their fair 
share.

“It’s very unfair for one 
community to be saturated 
with the majority of the prob-
lem,” he said. “Historically 
these things have been placed 
in communities of color 
and now that they are being 
placed in places that histori-
cally aren’t there’s an uproar 
and protests and that’s the 
thousand pound gorilla.  And 
I had to put it out there.”

Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
stared  at the conference 
room table with her arms 
crossed as Richards spoke. 
He had already left the room 
when she had her chance to 
speak and it was the tensest 
part of the evening.

Crowley said Banks was 
moving people out of clusters 
and into hotels.

“My community in Mas-
peth has been very hostile to 
DHS,” she said.

“Tell me about it they’ve 
visited me twice,” Banks 
said.

“Cause you lie,” she said.
“Excuse me, you use that 

word a lot,” Banks said. “One 
of the reasons they accuse me 
of lying is because you keep 
making the point that we’re 
kicking people out of clusters 
and putting them in hotels. 
For everyone in this room, 
this is not the policy of DHS 
or the city.”

FLIP

with 50 open Department of 
Buildings violations, accord-
ing to the public advocate’s of-
fice. A significant percentage 
of Silverstein’s DOB violations 
came from the Jamaica apart-
ment building, with 17 open 
violations recorded by James’ 
office. However, the official 
DOB site puts the count even 
higher for the building, with 
20 open violations according 
to the Buildings Department.

The charges in the DOB 
violations run the gamut, with 
many of the violations con-
cerning additional warnings 
after cracks in the building’s 
southern facade were not re-

paired. The issue of cracks in 
the building seems to go back 
several years, according to 
the DOB violation reports. An-
other violation from Jan. 6 re-
ferred to a defective boiler.

Calls to Silverstein for com-
ment were not returned.

The Woodside location had 
six open DOB violations, ac-
cording to the department’s 
website. The Woodside build-
ing had two open violations for 
work being done without a per-
mit, including the installation 
of six gas dryers and washers 
in July.

The annual list of worst 
landlords was started by then-
Public Advocate Bill de Blasio 
in 2010. For the first time this 
year, the public advocate’s of-
fice incorporated information 

on DOB violations and Depart-
ment of Finance data on unpaid 
debt that was sold through the 
city’s annual tax lien sale into 
its assessments of landlords. 
Representatives from James’ 
office also visited at least one 
building owned by each of the 
landlords on the list.

“Every New Yorker de-
serves a safe and decent place 
to live, and every apartment 
must meet basic standards of 
decency,” James said Oct. 13, 
the day of the list’s publica-
tion. “We will never stop fight-
ing for the housing rights of 
every New Yorker.”

Silverstein was listed as 
the second worst landlord in 
the city in James’ 2015 list. The 
full 2016 listing can be found at 
www.landlordwatchlist.com.

said, mentioning that he 
would keep reaching out to 
elected officials. “But that 
only works when people back 
down. We’re going to con-
tinue to fight. We have over 
2,000 legit signatures on our 

petition saying we’re against 
this, it isn’t safe... They’re go-
ing to have a big fight on their 
hands, this ain’t over.”

Kenny Wilson, second 
vice chairman of CB 9, said 
he was told by DOT the con-
struction was just an expan-
sion of the median by 300 
feet along Jamaica Avenue 
to accommodate the bus stop. 

crisis in New York. 
“Not all homeless people 

are drug addicts and sex of-
fenders,” Miller said. “We 
want to help everyone, we just 
don’t think this is the location. 
I just don’t think putting them 
in a warehouse is the answer, 
I don’t think putting them in 
a hotel is the answer. There 
are so many vacant proper-
ties, let’s utilize them, let’s put 
people in them.”

 He pointed out that years 
ago there was a program at 
the city and state level that 
helped people stay in their 
apartments. “When we faced 

a budget crisis, we couldn’t 
continue it, and Bloomberg 
dropped it,” Miller said, re-
ferring to the former mayor. 
“There are solutions, we’d like 
to work with the city, we’d love 
to work to find a better place 
for this shelter.”

Stanley Shuckman has been 
the landlord of the lot directly 
across the proposed drop-in 
center for over 32 years and he 
is against the shelter. He said 
there is already a homeless 
problem and the shelter would 
only intensify it. 

“It attracts homeless people 
even before there’s a home-
less shelter,” he said, “and the 
reason is because we have a 
Chase bank with people com-
ing to shop with money and 

so we are constantly dealing 
with panhandlers. Last week 
alone we had to call 911 at least 
on two occasions. One evening 
I even had to have a security 
guard here. “

Shuckman said he is a 
hands-on landlord, “but if I 
were a more absentee man-
ager, we would really have a 
serious problem.”

Community Board 9’s town 
hall meeting is set for Oct. 25 
at Richi Rich Palace on 110-19 
Atlantic Ave. The meeting will 
begin at 6 p.m. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

sus in 2010 , after the Rock-
aways, Corona had the steep-
est climb in population within 
Queens with a 3.3 percent in-
crease between 2000 and 2010. 
PS 16 is currently at 144 per-
cent capacity, while PS 28 op-
erates at 178 percent capacity.

“There is a clear need to 
look at all possible ways to 
alleviate the chronic school 
overcrowding that has been 
affecting our district for years 
and decades,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “Not far from here, for 
example, PS 143, built for 900 
students, had en enrollment 
of 1,284 schoolchildren for 
the year 2008-09, jumping to 
1,782 for the academic year 
2012-13. Construction of new 
schools has not kept up with 
the growing population, and 
this is why it is important 
the city considers downgrad-

ing the current zoning codes 
in the effort to keep one- and 
two-family homes, which have 
been replaced with multi-fam-
ily, multi-dwelling residences, 
thus creating the number of 
students.”

Downzoning would allevi-
ate the pressure on the schools 
and buy time for the infra-
structure to catch up, accord-
ing to Moya, who said the No. 7 
subway line operates at 97 per-
cent capacity at rush hour.

“It is irresponsible, and un-
fair to the families that live in 
our communities, to allow the 
overdevelopment of our neigh-
borhoods without first invest-
ing in our infrastructure and 
ensuring we’re able to provide 
the services they need and de-
serve,” U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“That lack of fairness is all 
the more evident by the condi-
tions under which many of the 
children in South Corona are 
forced to learn in.”

Downzoning South Corona  
to a lower designation would 

limit density and the trend of 
replacing homes with high-
rise buildings.

“We’re seeing overdevel-
opment at an alarming rate,” 
Community Board 4 District 
Manager Christian Cassagnol 
said. “The fact is that large sec-
tions of Corona were designed 
as a tightly woven network 
of one  to two-family houses 
whose streets are far too nar-
rowand simply not prepared to 
handle such an influx of popu-
lation in such a short amount 
of time.”

City officials said in the 
last two years, more than 3,000 
new school seats have been 
provided; and the City has an-
other 1,800 seats in the pipeline 
for the Corona community.

“We are working closely 
with elected officials and other 
community leaders to alleviate 
the pressures on our City in-
frastructure without hurting 
what is an increasingly thriv-
ing New York neighborhood,” 
City Hall Spokeswoman Me-
lissa Grace said.
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Sales:
Service:

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty
 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty
 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
for 60 Months on Select

Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

8 Pass.

per mo 36 mos lease
$3,350 Down 
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WestburyToyota.com

TIME FOR
A NEW RIDE?

OCTOBER
SAVINGS EVENT

N$OTHING TO BE AFRAID OF

ZERO DOWN PAYMENT
A V A I L A B L E
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

Our Members Are Our #1 Priority.

VillageCareMAX is a

 Medicaid Managed Long-Term Care (MLTC) plan

established by VillageCare,

a trusted health care provider for over 35 years.

/villagecareny
@villagecare

Learn how to become a VillageCareMAX member today.

Call us at 800-469-6292 Toll-free
TTY 711

www.villagecaremax.org
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