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BY MARK HALLUM

Residents of a Bayside con-
dominium complex have been 
overburdened by noise from the 
Clearview Expressway, just feet 
from their houses, for up to two 
decades with no action on the 
part of the city Department of 
Transportation.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) stood with Gene Englese, 
president of the Bayside Towne 
House Condos, and condo owner 
Norman Fishman to discuss the 
quality-of-life issues posed by the 
freeway and to ask DOT to extend 
the sound wall that ends at about 
208th Street.

About 124 people live in the 
Bayside Towne House Condo 
complex at 18-66 Corporal Ken-
nedy St.  Fishman is just one of 
many tenants who are aggravated 
by the constant hum and honking 
from the highway, are forced to 
live with exhaust fumes from ve-
hicles in traffic standstills and 
worry about the vibrations from 
the road undermining the foun-
dations of their homes.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

More than 10,000 trees 
and shrubs will be planted 
in the Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge this week to 
respond to damage done 
by Hurricane Sandy. The 
project will be conducted 
in partnership with the 
Nature Conservancy, the 

National Parks Service and 
the Jamaica Bay-Rockaway 
Parks Conservancy.

“It’s incredible to see the 
changes Jamaica Bay has 
undergone since Hurricane 
Sandy struck four years 
ago,” Emily Nobel Maxwell, 
director of the Nature Con-
servancy’s New York pro-
gram, said. “This project 

is an excellent opportunity 
to steward one of our most 
important natural areas, 
and it has the potential to 
inform the management of 
coastal parklands citywide 
and beyond, helping us bet-
ter adapt to the impacts of 
flooding, sea level rise and 
severe storms.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Four years after Hurricane 
Sandy destroyed homes and busi-
nesses along coastal regions of 
Queens and the rest of the city, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and the city 
government continue to face road-
blocks assisting affected residents 
in rebuilding, with the city’s Build 
it Back program over budget by 

hundreds of millions of dollars.
Earlier this month Build it 

Back director Amy Peterson told 
the New York City Council’s Com-
mittee on Recovery and Resilien-
cy, which oversees the program, 
that $500 million more would be 
needed to fully fund Build it Back. 
This will mark the first time 
city money has been used for the 
program, which had previously 

been funded with $1.7 billion in 
federal support.  The funds would 
be drawn from federally funded 
coastal protection programs, ac-
cording to the Council’s Commit-
tee Report for its October meeting, 
and city funding would fill the gap 
in those needs. Peterson said no 
Build it Back programs would be 
delayed by the shift in funding.

De Blasio also announced the 

city would not meet the deadline 
to complete construction on all 
Build it Back single-family homes 
by the end of 2016, a goal he set in 
October 2015. De Blasio did an-
nounce that 68 percent of Build 
it Back homes have commenced 
construction, with 44 percent 
of construction completed. For 
single-family construction, those 
numbers stand at 76 percent and 
54 percent, respectively. De Bla-
sio’s office said there were 4,016 
remaining single-family con-
struction projects.  

The Build it Back program 
was created by former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg in June 2013 
to help homeowners in the city 
repair their residences from dam-
age incurred during Sandy. De-
pending on the location and dam-
age to these homes, they could be 
repaired, rebuilt or elevated to 
avoid flooding. Some homeown-
ers were even offered acquisition 
payments from the city.

To date there were 9,047 initial 
applicants for Build it Back assis-
tance from single-family homes 
in Queens, by far the highest of 
any borough, according to the 
city’s Sandy Funding Tracker. 
Afterwards 4,150 awards were se-

Continued on Page 8
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New trees for Jamaica Bay refuge

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The real concern in the upcoming presiden-
tial election is not the specter of voter fraud, 
often alluded to by Republican nominee Donald 
Trump in his warnings about a “rigged” election, 
according to Councilman Rory Lancman (D-Hill-

Four years after Superstorm Sandy, most of Breezy Point's biggest homes along the Promenade are rebuilt. But the same is 
not true elsewhere in the Rockaways where the city's Build It Back program is behind schedule.  Photo by Michael Shain

Avella asks 
DOT to extend 
sound barrier

Lancman vows to fi ght 
any voter suppression

Homeowners face Sandy struggles
Mayor says Build it Back needs funds, will miss deadline for single-family home repairs

Volunteers intend to plant 10,000 trees 
or shrubs in Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
this week.Continued on Page 10
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) has had a 
credibility issue with the 
Maspeth shelter protesters 
since the city announced 
plans to convert a hotel into 
a homeless shelter. Critics 
say her perceived lack of 
transparency has been a 
subplot during more than 
two months of rallies and 
marches, a charge she de-
nies.

Last week two events 
propelled the issue to cen-
ter stage. 

During a tense exchange 
between Crowley and the 
city’s Human Resources 
commissioner, Steven 
Banks, Oct. 19  at Borough 
Hall, he mentioned a meet-
ing he had with the council-
woman about the Maspeth 
shelter plan in June. Crow-
ley has said she was in-
formed of the Department 
of Homeless Service’s plan 

to convert the Holiday Inn 
Express into a homeless 
shelter just days before an 
Aug. 3 meeting.

“We met in May and we 
did not talk about this shel-
ter proposal in general, we 
talked about the overall 
homeless crisis and it was 
a quick meeting,” Crowley 
said last Friday at City Hall 

after she was interrupted 
by Michael Conigliaro, a 
Republican candidate for 
state Senate, during a pub-
lic demonstration against 
the Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
homeless policies.

“To stand here and 
grandstand and then not 
be honest with the people 
they represent is wrong,” 

he shouted. A spokeswom-
an for the Department of 
Homeless Services said 
Crowley did have prior 
knowledge of the plan.

“The Department of 
Social Services engaged 
in detailed and extensive 
conversations with Council 
member Crowley regard-
ing the proposed homeless 
shelter in Maspeth several 
months prior to the Aug. 
3 community notification 
meeting,” Lauren Gray 
said.

An agency source added 
that Banks informed Crow-
ley that there were plans 
by a nonprofit service pro-
vider to convert the Holi-
day Inn in Maspeth from 
a commercial hotel into a 
homeless shelter for adult 
families at a May 19 meet-
ing and that Crowley and 
Banks met and exchanged 
phone calls several times 
before August 3.

Crowley insists that no 
specific plans for a shelter 

were discussed on May 19.
“On July 14, I had a con-

versation with the admin-
istration assuring me that 
there was no shelter propos-
al for my district,” Crowley 
said. “Three weeks later, 
we hear they want to move 
110 families into the Mas-
peth Holiday Inn. As we 
have seen in the past, this 
administration has a bad 
record when it comes to be-
ing forthright, and I am dis-
appointed they would make 
this accusation instead of 
dealing with the problem 
at hand -- homelessness in 
New York City.”

Another city official 
came under fire from two 
of the lawmakers who took 
part in last Friday’s demon-
stration organized by City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park). City Hall 
spokeswoman Aja Worthy 
Davis took Ulrich, Crowley, 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 

and state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) to 
task for taking part.

“The mayor has been 
clear -- homelessness is 
a citywide problem and 
each community will play 
its part,” she said. “Local 
elected officials should 
have the courage to take on 
this problem with the may-
or rather than rally against 
housing homeless children 
in their communities.”

Addabbo called Worthy-
Davis’ statement inaccu-
rate because they always 
reach out to the mayor.

“I’ll always leave the 
door open to this adminis-
tration because we have to 
find a solution,” he said.

Peralta thought her 
statement was out of 
bounds.

“We’re the ones that 
have been extending the 
olive branch,” he said. “He 
should have the courage to 
work with us and the bot-
tom line here is he hasn’t.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
 At the College Point 

Civic and Taxpayer Asso-
ciation’s meeting last week, 
the main topic of conversa-
tion was the MacNeil Park 
renovation that caused 
many in attendance to ques-
tion a Queens Parks official 
as to why funding had not 
been secured sooner. 

Vincent Cerrito, team 
leader of all capital projects 
at the Queens Parks De-
partment, illustrated the  
upcoming repairs with a 
PowerPoint presentation. 

“I’m really happy to 
talk about MacNeil Park 
because we’ve been doing 
a lot of work there in the 
last five years,” he said. 
“We have work that still 
planned, there’s still fund-
ing and we have the sea-
wall project.  Over the past 
five years we’ve spent a 
million dollars in the park 

on various items. We did a 
sewer upgrade and drain-
age improvements around 
five years ago, we started 
asphalt parkways which 
are in really good shape 
now.”

 He said Parks hopes to 
replace a missing section of 
the sidewalk along the sea 
front next spring.

 “We do have the entry 
plaza that we’re hoping to 
get funding for with grant 
money,” Cerrito said at the 
Oct. 19 meeting at the Pop-
penhusen Institute. “The 
next section of the sidewalk 
is currently underfunded, 
but the commissioner is 
making it a priority.”

 He said the project de-
sign started in June 2013 
and was completed Septem-
ber 2015. The public bidding 
bid opened Jan. 28 2016. 

There are requirements 
for bidders, one being an ap-
prenticeship requirement. 

When bidding went public, 
there were five bidders with 
a $2 million spread between 
the lowest and highest bid-
der. Parks worked with the 
low bidder since Jan. 28. 
Trouble arose when the bid-
der did not meet a mandate 
from the mayor’s office that 
says contractors that work 
on projects over $3 million 
need to have an apprentice-
ship program, a program 
for the unions to allow peo-
ple learning on the job to be 
on the site. 

“We tried as hard as we 
could because we did not 
want to lose him,”  he said. 
“But he couldn’t come up 
with the documentation 
that said that he had an ap-
prenticeship program. We 
want to get this project done, 
so we’re looking at a second 
bidder. That is our quickest 
way to get this done.”

 Cerrito said Parks was 
scheduled to meet with the 

second bidder next week to 
decide whether to go with 
him.

That is when things 
went downhill at the meet-
ing. Attendees spent over 40 
minutes complaining about 
the bidding process and 
questioning why the initial 
bidder was not vetted more 

thoroughly and why the de-
partment still tried to work 
with him despite knowing 
he was not qualified and 
wasting more time. Even-
tually attendees calmed 
down after Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski intervened and 
Cerrito was able to finish 

his presentation, although 
it was clear residents were 
upset. 

On the day of the meet-
ing  a MacNeil Park pe-
tition targeting Lewan-
dowski and Department of 
Environmental Protection 
Deputy Commissioner Eric 
Landau was posted on thep-
etitionsite.com and called 
“Demand Repairs to Mac-
Neil Park Seawall & Path” 

“The crumbling seawall 
and waterfront path at Mac-
Neil Park in College Point 
should have been repaired 
years ago, but work hasn’t 
yet begun and is years be-
hind schedule.” the post 
said. “Funds are allocated, 
and bids are in. Demand 
that the contract be award-
ed ASAP so that work can 
begin this fall and we can 
get the path fixed and re-
opened! College Point has 
been ignored for too long - 
make your voice heard!”

Banks says Crowley was aware of plan
Councilwoman denies being told of Department of Homeless Services proposal before it went public 

College Point residents want seawall to be repaired

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (r) speaks at a City Hall rally 
and insists she did not know of the plans to convert a Maspeth ho-
tel into a homeless shelter months before it became public knowl-
edge. Photo by Bill Parry

College Point residents, who have been demanding the seawall in 
MacNeil Park be fixed, took their case to Parks Dept. officials last 
week.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee;
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate; 
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

- Talkin’ BroadwayBY BILL PARRY

Such is the state of para-
noia in Queens over the 
city’s proposals for home-
less shelters and  that even 
rumors of one in Astoria 
brought out a U.S. congress-
man to help elected officials 
set the record straight. Re-
lated Companies purchased 
Marine Terrace in June 
for $121 million and an-
nounced it would preserve 
and renovate the 441-unit 
Section 8 affordable hous-
ing complex, improving 
kitchens, bathrooms, win-
dows, security doors, roofs 
and outdoor spaces at a cost 
of $49 million.

Related Companies also  
pledged to build two struc-
tures with 53 additional af-
fordable units, which it can 
construct as-of-right with 
no zoning change. These 
additional units will be re-
served for veterans, 42 of 
which will go to low-income 
veterans and 11 will have a 
preference specifically to 
homeless veterans.

The  real estate firm 
sent representatives to a 
Community Board 1 meet-
ing last Oct. 20 to dispel 
the rumors that the addi-
tional two buildings that 

will be constructed would 
serve as a homeless shel-
ter. On Tuesday, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
joined City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria), at the complex on 
the northern end of Astoria 
Park along Shore Boule-
vard, to reiterate their  sup-
port for the project. 

“There’s been a lot of ru-
mors circulating about this 
particular development, in-
cluding that this might be a 
homeless shelter,” Constan-
tinides said. “We’re just 
here to say don’t believe the 
rumors. We are here to talk 
about the truth.”

He called the lack of 
affordable housing in As-
toria the No. 1 complaint 
in phone calls to his office 
each day. Constantinides 
added that Marine Terrace 
has been a Section 8 hous-
ing complex for 30 years, 
and the renewal by Related 
would allow the complex to 
remain Section 8 housing 
for another 30 years. 

Section 8 is a program 
that provides assistance to 
eligible low- and moderate-
income families to rent 
housing in the private mar-

ket.
“We are proud to see 

that happen and we support 
our veterans in our neigh-
borhoods,” Constantinides 
said.

Crowley called Related’s 
plan a win-win-win.

“That is where we have 
a responsible developer in 
Related Companies pur-
chase dilapidated, afford-
able housing and commit to 
refurbishing that housing 
and investing in our com-
munity,” he said. “And the 
construction of these new 
units for veterans is what 
it’s all about. Sadly, too 
many of our nation’s heroes 
are without a roof over their 
heads or they’re struggling 
to find a place to live and 
that’s a national tragedy, 
not just here in Queens and 
New York.”

Peralta called Related 
a responsible corporation 
and thanked them for being 
a part of the solution to the 
city’s affordable housing 
crisis. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Astoria housing project set 
for veterans, not homeless

City Councilman Costa Constantinides (c) reiterates his support for the Marine Terrace renovation 
project, saying rumors that it will be a homeless shelter are false. Photo by Bill Parry

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

A compromise has been 
reached on the controver-
sial redesign of 111th Street 
along the western side of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, the city Department of 
Transportation announced 
last week. Last month, City 
Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) led a rally on the 
steps of City Hall demanding 
action on the long-sought-af-
ter improvements she fully 
funded in 2013. 

“For too long, 111th 
Street has been a danger-
ous barrier for families vis-
iting Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park. Our community 
deserves safe street streets 
and easy access to their lo-
cal park,” Ferreras-Cope-
land said. “I have rallied 
with local mothers, heard 
the concerns of residents, 
and put out capital money 
where it matters to fund 
this project. I’m pleased the 
mayor has heard our voices 
and will bring Vision Zero 
to Corona. This phase of 
safety improvements will 
make one of New York 
City’s largest parks more 
welcoming to pedestrians, 
cyclists and drivers.”

The updated proposal fol-
lows an intense community 
engagement process, which 
included a series of com-
munity workshops focused 
on transportation issues 
in Corona. The proposal 
includes an improved road-
way design with a two-way 

protected bike lane and 25 
additional parking spaces.

“After almost two years 
of advocating for a com-
promise plan to take into 
account the concerns of 
residents of 111th Street 
as well as the need to im-
prove pedestrian safety, I 
am happy to have worked 
with the mayor’s office and 
DOT to reach this new pro-
posed design,” Assembly-
man Francisco Moya (D-
East Elmhurst) said, “As a 
lifelong resident of Corona, 
I look forward to watching 
the plan move through the 
community board process 
and feel confident that 
in the end we will have 
achieved greater safety in 
a way that our entire com-
munity can appreciate.”

In the original DOT plan, 
the thoroughfare would 
have been remade into one 
lane in each direction for 
vehicular traffic. Moya 
 was opposed because of the 
heavy traffic during events 
inside the park and the com-
promise for two southbound 

lanes was struck.
New, wider spaces for 

pedestrians at the medians 
will be added at 14 intersec-
tions from 46th Avenue to 
Corona Avenue. Transpor-
tation safety groups that 
were involved in the com-
promise were pleased that 
a plan has been agreed on.

“We’re happy to see 
that this plan has been 
worked out,” Make Queens 
Safer Co-founder Cristina 
Furlong said. “By shorten-
ing the crossing distance 
through wider medians 
and bike lanes, the Corona 
community is seeing some 
progress in advancements 
for walkers, cyclists and 
mass transit users.” 

The DOT plans to go 
back to Community Board 
4 with the agreed-upon pro-
posal shortly, officials said. 
CB4’s vote will be advisory.

Between 2010 and 2014, 
there were 23 pedestrian 
injuries, 24 bicycle injuries 
and 92 motor vehicle inju-
ries between 43rd Avenue 
and Corona Avenue.

BY BILL PARRY

Corona’s first afford-
able housing site in more 
than three decades will 
rise in place of a longtime 
community garden. Offi-
cials broke ground Tues-
day on the $35 million 
HANAC’s Corona Senior 
Residence, located at 54-
17 101st St., near Chrystie 
Avenue, the former home 
of the relocated Sparrows 
Nest garden which was 
moved to a nearby corner.

When it opens in the 
spring of 2018, all  68 apart-
ments will be affordable, 
with 21 units reserved for 
vulnerable seniors. Con-
struction of the develop-
ment was financed under 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
Housing New York: a five-
borough, ten-year plan 
which aims to finance the 
creation and preserva-
tion of 200,000 affordable 
homes.

“HANAC’s new de-
velopment will not only 
provide new safe homes, 
it will be built to passive 
house standards, which 
means our seniors will 
have a safe, affordable, en-
ergy-efficient and healthy 
place to live,” city Depart-
ment of Housing Preser-
vation and Development 
Commissioner Vicki Been 
said.”

The residence is part 
of the Willets Point devel-
opment project’s commu-
nity benefits agreement 
brokered by City Council-

woman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland in 2013. HANAC, 
or the Hellenic American 
Neighborhood Action 
Committee, is a nonprofit 
citywide organization 
that serves nearly 25,000 
community residents an-
nually.

“I am proud to join 
HANAC and all of our 
partners to bring afford-
able senior housing to our 
community. Too many 
seniors pay too much of 
their income in rent, and 
we must work to address 
this problem across our 
district and our city,” 
Ferreras-Copeland said. 
“That was my vision 
while negotiating the Wil-
lets Point agreement, and 
it continues to drive my 
work today. This devel-
opment will be a model, 
with energy-efficient de-
sign and staff to provide 
seniors with the support 
services they need for de-
cades to come. Our com-
munity deserves nothing 
less.”

More than 34,000 se-

niors in Queens are cur-
rently on waiting lists for 
affordable housing, offi-
cials say.

“In a borough where 31 
percent of residents pay 50 
percent or more of their in-
come on rent, more work is 
needed to keep Queens af-
fordable, especially for the 
most vulnerable popula-
tions,” HANAC Executive 
Director John Kaiteris 
said. “The new Passive 
House Design Standard-
certified Corona Senior 
Residence will not only 
provide Queens seniors 
with healthy homes, but 
also offer on-site support-
ive services to help them 
age in place in a stable liv-
ing environment.”

In addition, the resi-
dence will include space 
for a preschool on the 
ground floor to be built 
by the School Construc-
tion Authority and it will 
feature a rear yard with a 
vegetable garden, seating 
and tables for residents, 
and a children’s natural 
play area.

111th Street deal done
DOT reaches compromise on improvement project

The DOT plans to redesign 111th Street after a compromise agree-
ment was reached on the number of traffic lanes that will remain 
open. Photo by Bill Parry

Senior affordable housing 
to be built at Corona site

Officials break ground for the Corona Senior Residence, a new 
structure that will be the neighborhood's first affordable hous-
ing site in more than 30 years. Photo courtesy HANAC
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LOOKING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE?

WONDERING HOW 
YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

Nov. 17, Dec. 1 & 15
Building 1, 4th Floor Auditorium

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Jacobi Hospital

1400 Pelham Parkway South • Bronx

Nov. 12
Auditorium

11:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Nov. 18, 22 & Dec. 2
Conference Room 3
3:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Queens Hospital

82-68 164th Street • Queens

Nov. 18 & Dec. 6
Auditorium

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Dec. 2 & Jan. 6
Auditorium

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Elmhurst Hospital

79-01 Broadway • Queens

MKT 16.212

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

JOIN US FOR A FREE SEMINAR
and learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available through MetroPlus.

Nov. 18 & Dec. 14
Conference Room 1
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Nov. 30 & Dec. 21 
Conference Room 3

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Woodhull Hospital

760 Broadway • Brooklyn

Dec. 7 & Jan. 25
E Building Lobby

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Dec. 3 & Jan. 28
T Building Auditorium
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Kings County Hospital

451 Clarkson Avenue • Brooklyn

Nov. 15
Conference Room 5

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Nov. 29
Conference Room 4

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Lincoln Hospital

234 E. 149th Street • Bronx

For detailed location information and to 
RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629
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More than 400 volun-
teers were expected to 
take part in the planting. 
The Nature Conservancy 
intends to plant 30,000 
trees and shrubs by the 
project’s end early next 
year. Volunteers also in-
tend to remove invasive 
vegetation from the ref-
uge, which is a part of the 
Gateway National Recre-
ation Area.

The new trees and 
shrubs could help in-
crease wildlife habitation 
in the area and can also 
act as the means to help 
the area recover more 
rapidly in the event of a 
future storm. Part of the 
Conservancy’s efforts are 
intended to repair damage 
that occurred when salt-
water from Jamaica Bay 
poured into West Pond, 
which is freshwater. As 
the project nears comple-
tion and after the last 
trees are planted, teams 
will continue to moni-
tor the site to determine 
its health. To do so, they 
will survey pollinators, 

vegetation, soil and birds 
making a home or resting 
for a time in the refuge.

The wildlife refuge is 
part of a migration route 
that stretches from the 
Arctic to South America, 
and is a bird sanctuary 
for more than 330 bird 
species. The planting con-
ducted by the volunteers 
this week will offer birds 
in the midst of migration 
better food options during 
the course of their flight.

Funding for the proj-
ect came from a capital in-
vestment donation by the 
Jamaica Bay-Rockaway 
Parks Conservancy and 
funding from the NPS.

“Improving our abil-
ity to recover from future 
floods can make us better 
neighbors, and improv-
ing the habitat will make 
us an even better refuge,” 
Jen Nersesian, the super-
intendent of the Gateway 
national Recreation Area, 
said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Trees

Holy Cross High School’s
VARSITY SOCCER
TEAM WINS NEW

2016 TITLE
Congratulations to Coaches Matt Tyburczy and 
Dan Cinelli, and the Holy Cross Varsity Soccer 

Team on their new title as the

2016 BROOKLYN-QUEENS DIOCESAN 
CHAMPIONS!

It is the school’s 14th Diocesan Championship 
and the fi rst one since 2005.

www.holycrosshs.org

lected with 1,395 construc-
tion projects started and 
825 completed. The fund-
ing tracker says 2,366 re-
imbursement checks were 
sent out in Queens. 

In an October hearing 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D-Brooklyn), chairman of 
the Committee on Recov-
ery, decried the program’s 
status. Peterson testified 
the program was currently 
assisting about 8,500 appli-
cants, far less than the ini-
tial 22,000 applicants Trey-
ger cited.    

“Clearly, we are spending 
more than originally antici-
pated and only assisting un-
der half of the original appli-
cant pool,” he said. “How do 
we reconcile that?”

Hurricane Sandy  bar-
relled into New York City 
on Oct. 29, 2012, killing 12 
people in Queens  and caus-
ing billions of dollars in 
property damage. Breezy 
Point, Broad Channel, 
parts of Howard Beach and 
the Rockaways were hard-
est hit, and communities 
in  southeastern Brooklyn 

and along the east shore 
of Staten Island were also 
pummelled. In the progress 
report the mayor released 
this month announcing the 
deadline would not be met, 
he said more than 90 percent 
of program participants 
will have received checks 
and/or started construction 
by the end of the year. 

Peterson contended dur-
ing testimony that setting 
a deadline had accelerated 
the pace of recovery beyond 
what it would have been. 
Committee members wor-
ried that the deadline had 
compromised safety and 
standards in construction, 
and that contractors might 
have inflated their prices 
in response to the deadline.

“When you have firms 
that are, quite frankly, jack-
ing up prices, konwing that 
market conditions some-
how favor them jacking up 
prices, that’s not right ei-
ther,” Treyger said during 
the hearing. “They’re price 
gouging, and it’s very hard 
to justify spending over a 
million dollars to elevate 
a home that is still in sig-
nificant risk, that is worth 
about $300,000.”

Peterson asserted Build 

it Back would reject bids 
that were deemed to be too 
high.

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), a 
member of the Council’s re-
covery committee , said the 
delay was not surprising, 
though he contended de 
Blasio and Peterson were 
far more committed to out-
reach than the previous ad-
ministration. Richards said 
he was frustrated with the 
difficulty in getting infor-
mation about oversight con-
ducted on contractors.  He 
also said Build it Back con-
struction was sometimes 
delayed because homes had 
pre-Sandy Buildings De-
partment violations, and he 
maintained it was impor-
tant to monitor the work of 
independent contractors.  A 
Council vote on the issue 
was expected this week.

“You hear it around the 
city that no one’s touched 
a house in four months,” 
he said. “We want to make 
sure they’re not delaying 
work.” 

State Sen. Joseph Addab-
bo (D-Howard Beach), in an 
interview with TimesLedg-
er staff, said the deadlines 
instituted by the mayor had 

done more harm than good. 
He recalled a conversation 
he had with Peterson about 
the deadline. 

“I told her, don’t use 
deadlines, because my peo-
ple are all maxed out, finan-
cially and emotionally,” he 
said. “You are done when 
everybody’s recovered. 
That’s your deadline.”

Despite the extensive 
and convoluted process of 
rebuilding and elevating af-
fected homes, Richards and 
others acknowledge that 
some homes would always 
be in danger of flooding due 
to their location and the 
danger caused by rising sea 
levels and storm severity. 
Peterson noted that Build it 
Back was increasing its ac-
quisition incentive level to 
$650,000, a jump of $150,000. 
In the case of acquisition, 
the city would effectively of-
fer homeowners a buyout to 
relocate, a practice Treyger 
said had not been promoted 
throughout the city at the 
outset of the program.

“That’s something that 
should have been adver-
tised at the beginning of the 
program, and not so late in 
the game,” he said during 
the hearing.

Continued from Page 1 

Sandy
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Jeremiah C. Gaffney’s 
Funeral Home Inc. is a 
family-owned business that 
has been meeting the needs 
of the community for more 
than 50 years.

It assists with the funer-
als of all people, no matter 
what their religious affili-
ations or their economic 
needs.

This was the philosophy 
of its founders — Jeremiah 
C. Gaffney Jr., a retired 
army major, and Doreatha 
Gaffney, a nurse, who 
started a funeral home in 
Georgia, later opened one in 
Harlem, and then moved to 
its current Inwood location 
in 1961. It is now operated 
by their son, Dr. Jeremiah 
C. Gaffney III, with the as-
sistance of his four chil-
dren: Jennifer, Jonathan, 
Leonard, and Lawrence.

“We always work hard 
to offer the best service to 

our neighbors in In-
wood, and to the entire 
Tristate area,” says 
Gaffney. 

 Providing person-
alized service is a top 
priority, as is handling 
every detail from start 
to finish. 

Arrangements can 
be made for interna-
tional transfers, should 
these be necessary, and 
Jeremiah C. Gaffney’s 
Funeral Home will 
work closely with other 
funeral directors and mor-
ticians. 

Locally, they assist with 
hearse and limousine ar-
rangements, can order 
prayer cards, and help with 
financial management. 

“We know that an un-
expected cost of a funeral 
can be overwhelming, and 
even impossible to handle 
on your own,” says Gaffney. 
That’s why they offer a care 

program, developed to sup-
port families. 

Cremation, an alterna-
tive to earth burial or en-
tombment, is becoming 
increasingly popular, and 
Jeremiah C. Gaffney’s Fu-
neral Home can assist with 
answering all questions 
and making these arrange-
ments. 

Dr. Gaffney’s personal 
philosophy is to uplift oth-

ers, and he serves as part 
of the ministerial staff at 
St. Peter Lutheran Church 
in Rosedale. He believes in 
encouraging scholarship 
and education, and doesn’t 
just talk about it — he is 
a shining example. In the 
late 1990s Gaffney attended 
Oxford University, then ob-
tained a doctorate degree 
in economics while study-
ing in the Cape Coast of 

West Africa. He holds 
a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Bio Chemistry from 
Morehouse College, 
located in Atlanta, 
Ga. He later attended 
New York University, 
obtaining a Master’s 
Degree of Science in 
Biochemistry. Still 
not enough, he went to 
earn a second Master’s 
in Business Adminis-
tration, from Adelphi 
University.

He furthered his 
education by attending the 
American Academy McAl-
lister Institute of Funeral 
Service in New York, re-
ceiving a diploma in Fu-
neral Services, and taking 
all the necessary boards to 
become a licensed funeral 
director. 

But that still wasn’t 
enough. He is a licensed bio-
statistician, stock broker, 
and insurance agent. He 

takes pride in his involve-
ment in the economic and 
social development of South 
East Queens, the neigh-
borhood in which he was 
raised. 

“It shapes who you are,” 
he says. He grew up as a 
member of St. Alban’s par-
ish.

Incredibly, he is a mem-
ber of 36 organizations, in-
cluding the Omega Shi Phi 
Fraternity, and the More-
house College Alumni. 

Community involvement 
is very important to him. 

“Where there is no vi-
sion, the people perish,” he 
says.

Jeremiah C. Gaff-
ney Funeral Home [92 
Wahl Ave. between John 
Street and Mott Avenue 
in Inwood, (718) 471–2828 
and(516) 239–9191, www.
JeremiahCGaffneysFu-
neralHomeInc.com]. Avail-
able 24-7.

S O U T H E A S T  Q U E E N S  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gaffney Funeral Home there in your moment of need

JEREMIAH C. GAFFNEY’S FUNERAL HOME INC.
“WE ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO THOSE WHO CARE”

Dr Jeremiah C. Gaffney III Ph.D.

92 Wahl Avenue, Inwood, NY 11096 
PHONE # 718-471-2828  516-239-9191  FAX # 516-239-4900  EMAIL Gaffhome@yahoo.com

Let Our Family Help Your Family in Your Hour of Need by:

BRING THIS AD OR MENTION LADY SIMONE FOR DISCOUNT!

WE ARE MINUTES AWAY FROM YOUR HOME !
LA MASON D’AMOUR  LA CASA DE INTENDIMIENTO
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crest). In fact, he contended 
that voter suppression will 
be the greatest threat come 
Election Day.

Lancman joined with 
other elected officials, in-
cluding Councilman Costa 
Constantindes (D-Astoria) 
and the New York Demo-
cratic Lawyers Council on 
the steps of City Hall Mon-
day to criticize voter in-
timidation in swing states 
throughout the country as 
well as in swing districts in 
New York state.

“Every American citi-
zen who wants to vote de-
serves the right to cast their 
ballot free of intimidation 
and needless obstacles. It’s 
crucial to protect the vote, 
especially in places where 
it is most threatened, since 
black and Latino voters are 
disproportionately impact-
ed by these laws,” Lancman 
said. “Together we’re going 
to ensure that casting a bal-
lot on Election Day is just 

as easy and exciting as it’s 
supposed to be.”

Lancman and others are 
concerned about attempts 
by state legislatures to dis-
qualify potential voters  as 
well as potential intimida-
tion from Trump support-
ers. In recent weeks, the 
presidential candidate has 
continued to talk about the 
possibility of a rigged elec-
tion that would deliver a 
victory to his Democratic 
opponent, former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton. In 
response to these claims, 
Trump has suggested that 
his supporters monitor 
polls to keep track of poten-
tial voter fraud.

In a speech on Oct. 10, 
Trump asked his support-
ers to “watch other commu-
nities” in order to stop  voter 
fraud from occurring. On 
his website, supporters can 
also sign up to be a “Trump 
Election Observer” to mon-
itor poll stations.

Critics of Trump’s rhet-
oric assert he is trying to 
suppress the vote in com-
munities that polls indi-
cate will vote against him 

by significant margins, 
including communities of 
color. Jarret Berg, the ex-
ecutive director of the New 
York Democratic Lawyers 
Council, said voter rights 
were also being impugned 
by legal precedents that 
critics maintain target spe-
cific demographics.

“Those who care about 
election integrity should be 
alarmed that 20 states since 
2010 have enacted laws that 
make it more difficult for 
certain groups of perfectly 
eligible Americans to vote,” 
he said. “Voter protection is 
a great way for lawyers and 
others to help guarantee 
that elections are fair and 
our core civil rights are not 
infringed.”

Lancman plans to travel 
to Philadelphia during the 
election to monitor poten-
tial cases of voter suppres-
sion, according to his of-
fice.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Voters
 Avella said the hom-

eowners pay some of the 
highest property taxes in 
the state and condo own-
ers pay a higher rate than 
regular one-family and 
two family homes.

“They’re really hit 
with property taxes, and 
all they ask for is a little 
quality of life,” Avella 
said. “It’s an accepted 
principle now of putting 
up the sound walls along 
highways to cut down on 
noise and pollution.”

 He called upon DOT 
to put in a wall while he 
was in the City  Council, 
he said, but was told that 
sound barriers are only 
constructed during times 
when major work on roads 
is underway or entirely 
new roads are being built. 

Fishman said the 
sound is persistent from 
morning until night and 
the vibrations from the 
road are a constant dis-
turbance.

“I’ve been on the board 
for 15 years, and each year 
we have tried to have this 
wall constructed,” Englese 
said, explaining how re-
cent road work has made 
the noise pollution even 
worse. “It was built and 
it stopped at Baybridge, at 
the border of our complex, 
and it doesn’t continue at 
all any further. The last 
couple of weeks there has 
been such construction 
going on, it’s been bum-
per-to-bumper traffic for 
weeks... We’ve been ask-
ing for the wall for about 
20 years.”

Sound barriers come 
with a price tag of about 
$1 million per 1,000 feet, 
Avella said, adding that 
he would like to see the 
policy changed to address 
quality-of-life issues for 
residents such as these.

DOT follows federal 
guidelines on this matter, 
according to Diane Park, 
a spokeswoman from the 
agency.

“Under the Federal 
Noise Regulation 23 CFR 
772, noise walls are only 

installed as part of a capi-
tal project reconstruction 
program when the project 
meets specific criteria,” 
she said. “These federal 
guidelines indicate that 
noise studies and noise 
abatement evaluations 
are conducted as part of 
a new major construction 
of highways or bridges 
or a reconstruction that 
will significantly change 
the horizontal or vertical 
alignment or increase the 
number of through traffic 
lanes of an existing road-
way.”

The state has the funds 
to construct a wall, ac-
cording to Avella, but as 
long as the policy does 
not allow for barriers to 
be built unless it involves 
another building project, 
the issue will not be able 
to move forward for resi-
dents.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Sound wall

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

KICK OFF THE WEEKEND  WITH

Enjoy our Friday 

Prix Fix Menu

3 COURSES, ONLY $21.95!
Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE Join our Mailing List

for specials, news and promotions!

Text  to 


