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BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) has company in his 
mission to clean up Roosevelt Av-
enue of its decades-old crime and 
quality-of-life issues. 

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and state Assembly-
man Michael DenDekker (D-
East Elmhurst) joined Peralta in 
Woodside Tuesday to announce 
his multi-pronged legislation to 
crack down on “bad actor” busi-

nesses.   was amended to include 
the entire corridor from 48th 
Street to 114th Street.

“Roosevelt Avenue is in a state 
of disarray. After years of aban-
donment, this commercial cor-
ridor, unfortunately, has become 

the old Times Square of the 21st 
century,” Peralta said. “Criminal 
activity is far too common, and 
bad actors blend in with thou-
sands and thousands of hard-
working New Yorkers.”

The three lawmakers are now 
pushing legislation that would es-
tablish a Roosevelt Avenue Com-
mission that would bring togeth-
er community boards, the NYPD, 
the FDNY and city state agencies 
such as the State Liquor Authority 
to develop a plan of action within 
a year. Another measure calls for 
the City Council to increase the 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
budget on enforcement and for the 
SLA to raise fines for operating 
without a cabaret license from 
$1,000 to $10,000  increasing funds 
for investigations of $2 dance bars 
that attract drug use, prostitution 
and other crimes.

“Time and time again, local 
residents and good businesses 
have coped with acts of violence 
and criminal activity along 
Roosevelt Avenue,” Gianaris said. 
“These recurring problems con-
tinue to negatively affect our qual-
ity of life. It is important we have 
a neighborhood where people feel 
safe and unscrupulous operators 

BY BILL PARRY

For the first time in nearly 20 
years, Margaret Markey’s name 
will not appear on the ballot for 
the State Assembly and now vot-
ers in Woodside, Maspeth and 
Middle Village are choosing be-
tween a first time candidate and 
a longtime civic leader to replace 
her. Brian Barnwell, a 30-year-

old attorney from Woodside who 
stunned the Democratic party 
when he upset Markey in the 
primary, is facing Republican 
nominee Tony Nunziato, 59, a 
self-described “man of commit-
ment” and small business owner 
in Maspeth.

“I feel good, but no one should 
ever take anything for granted,” 
Barnwell said of his campaign 
that has built up an impressive 
dossier of union endorsements, 
from the building trade councils 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Ramones fans gathered 
from far and wide to cel-
ebrate the renaming of the 
intersection of 67th Avenue 
and 110th Street outside of 
Forest Hills High School 
as “Ramones Way.” The 
school is the alma mater of 
the four original members 

of the band.
Family members and 

elected officials were on 
hand, including Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills). When she 
first made her introduc-
tions at the microphone, 
there was a technical error 
with no sound emanating.

“You’ve got to speak 

louder!” someone in the 
crowd yelled. “The Ra-
mones killed my hearing!”

Koslowitz told the 
crowd how the Ramones 
performed more than 2,200 
shows during the course of 
their career, and lamented 
the fact that Joey, Johnny, 
Dee Dee and Tommy, the 

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 16

Forest Hills salutes The Ramones

BY MARK HALLUM

City lawmakers are upping the ante on “re-
venge porn” sanctions with a call to pass legis-
lation which will make disseminating intimate 
photos or videos of individuals without permis-
sion an offense punishable by one year in jail, a 

In the Socrates Sculpture Park in Long Island City, Saul Vazquez (l) and brother Roman Vazquez are horsing around 
with one of the figures.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

New friends 
vie to claim 
Markey seat

New bill to increase 
‘revenge porn’ penalty 

Roosevelt Ave. cleanup gains ground
Gianaris, DenDekker join Peralta to push legislation targeting area’s “disarray”

Mickey Leigh (c), the brother of lead sing-
er Joey Ramone, celebrates the street 
renaming with City Council member 
Karen Koslowitz (l-r), Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Rep. Grace Meng.  

Photo by Michael Shain Continued on Page 18
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY BILL PARRY

Safe streets advocates 
are outraged that the driv-
er of a van that struck and 
killed an 8-month-old tod-
dler in East Elmhurst Fri-
day was released without 
bail later that evening. 

Armando Morales-Ro-
driguez, 44, was arraigned 
before Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Ernest Hart 
and charged with driving 
without a license. He was 
released on his own re-
cognizance and ordered to 
return to court Dec. 5, ac-
cording to the Queens DA’s 
office.

“DAs need to be willing 
to apply existing crimi-
nally negligent/reckless 
laws to operation of a motor 
vehicle,” Transportation 
Alternatives’ Peter Beadle 
said. “If you walked down a 
sidewalk swinging a toast-

er by its power cord and ac-
cidently brained someone, 
you’d be facing charges. 
It should be no different if 
you are in a van.”

Prosecutors say Morales-
Rodriguez was backing his 
van out of a driveway in 
front of 92-20 Astoria Blvd. 

when it struck baby Navraj 
Raju’s stroller as he was be-
ing pushed by his mother, 
who was not hurt. The little 
boy was rushed to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, where he 
died from his injuries.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) was not 

surprised Morales-Rodri-
guez was released. This 
past May, his bill to crack 
down on drivers who kill 
or seriously injure others 
while driving with a re-
voked, suspended or other-
wise invalid license, passed 
in the Senate but not the 
Assembly.

“Unfortunately, the law 
doesn’t give law enforce-
ment the tools necessary 
to treat these people as se-
riously as they should be,” 
Gianaris said. “We said 
the last time that we hoped 
there wouldn’t be another 
tragedy before we fix it and 
now there has been. We’re 
going to redouble our ef-
forts in the next session.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) believes 
the release of Morales-Ro-
driguez is a sign that the 
system has broken down.

“To be out there with-

out bail is saddening,” he 
said. “How do you tell the 
parents, how will the par-
ents react? How will the 
community react that he 
can take away an 8-month-
old life and easily come out 
without bail?”

That the tragedy oc-
curred on Astoria Boule-
vard, a street in a “Priority 
Area” identified by the city 
as dangerous and in need 
of fixing in 2015, is a sign 
that Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
Vision Zero efforts have 
stalled, according to Trans-
portation Alternatives 
Executive Director Paul 
Steely White.

“Traffic fatalities on 
city streets and highways 
are up for the first time in 
three years,” he said. “As of 
Monday, 192 had been killed 
on city streets, including 
114 pedestrians. The killing 
of this baby makes 115 New 

Yorkers whose lives were 
cut short, just walking the 
streets.”

Cristina Furlong, the 
co-founder of Make Queens 
Safer, said the city must 
speed up the redesigns of 
streets like Astoria Boule-
vard while the state Legis-
lature toughens the laws.

“I really don’t know if 
Armando Rodriguez should 
sit in jail for the rest of his 
life. Surely he should never 
be behind the wheel of a 
motor vehicle,” she said. 
“Surely his debt to Navraj’s 
family needs to be paid 
somehow. But without the 
proper laws on the books, 
the DA’s hands are tied. 
We’ve got to look to Albany 
to revise the traffic laws 
that allow killer drivers to 
be set free while all across 
the city, families lose loved 
ones to this recklessness.”

BY BILL PARRY

Another sad chapter in 
the story of Kalief Browder, 
who committed suicide in 
2015 after a harrowing or-
deal on Rikers Island, was 
written during a City Coun-
cil subcommittee hearing 
last week during testimony 
by his older brother. Akeem 
Browder, still grieving 
after his mother Venida’s 
death last month following 
several heart attacks, said 
she suffered immeasur-
able guilt and depression 
without any counseling or 
therapy.

“She let Kalief out that 
night to go to a birthday 
party and that was the 
first time my brother was 
allowed out,” the older 
Browder said. “We were 
never a part of the streets, 
we weren’t allowed to run 
in the streets. She gave him 
an 11 o’clock curfew and 
that’s when he was stopped 
and that’s when this all 
began, so my mom blamed 
herself.”

The 16-year-old was ar-
rested for stealing a back-
pack and spent the next 
three years on Rikers Is-
land where he suffered fre-
quent beatings by guards 
and inmates and spent 
nearly 300 days in solitary 
confinement, without ever 
being charged—all because 
his family couldn’t afford 
the $3,000 bail.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
created Justice Reboot to 
reform Rikers Island after 
Kalief’s story received na-
tional attention. The pro-
gram featured substantial 
overhauls to Rikers, includ-
ing scheduling a trial or 
plea for all cases where the 
defendant was being held 
at Rikers and the case had 
been pending for longer 
than a year, within the first 
45 days of the program’s 
April 2015 implementation.  

“There’s no change, 
period,” Akeem Browder, 
33, said. “My mother still 
hasn’t seen any justice. 
We’ve been given false 
dreams and promises that 

things would change.”
City Councilman Rory 

Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
chairs the Courts and Legal 
Services Committee and 
held hearings last week to 
put pressure on the de Bla-
sio administration.

“The number of pris-
oners on Rikers who have 
been awaiting trial for 
over one year is currently 
between 1,3000 and 1,400 
people, marginally less 
than the 1,427 prisoners 
there for over one year as 
of April 2015,” Lancman 
said. “Thus despite some 
progress, by the metric that 
matters most—the number 
of innocent-until-proven-
guilty   New Yorkers held 
for an extended period of 
time awaiting trial—we are 
barely treading water. The 
root problem, it seems, is 
that there appears to be no 
demonstrable evidence that 
progress has been made on 
identifying and improving 
systematic issues that lead 
to case delays. The bench-
marks have been met, but 

a new group of individuals 
continue to cycle into the 
one-year-or-older case cat-
egory.”

The number of people 
jailed for more than three 
years while waiting for 
their cases to work through 
the system has fallen 39 
percent, according to the 
mayor’s office, while 91 per-
cent of the 1,427 Justice Re-
boot target cases have been 

resolved, with 50 percent 
cleared in four months. 
Plus, Justice Reboot was 
intended to be a one-time 
fix, because actually cut-
ting case delays requires 
system change, according 
to the Mayor’s office.  .

“Justice Reboot has 
been a success in solving 
one of the most entrenched, 
complicated problems in 
the criminal justice system 

and the single biggest driv-
er of the jail population,” 
City Hall spokesman Aus-
tin Finan said. “This ini-
tiative is the first to tackle 
the problem of case delay 
across the entire system 
and the city—a problem 
that had been getting worse 
and worse over decades.”

The results failed to im-
press Browder family attor-
ney Paul Prestia, who also 
testified at the hearing.

“While it sounded 
wonderful at the time, it 
doesn’t appear there was 
any substance behind this 
program, and that’s disap-
pointing,” Prestia said. “I 
would have expected more, 
especially when the mayor 
patted himself on the back 
about this particular prob-
lem.”

Meanwhile, Akeem 
Browder will take on his 
mother’s fight for justice 
for his little brother by 
pushing to close Rikers 
Island, which he called a 
“gladiator school” of mass 
incarceration.

Tragedy in East Elmhurst as van kills toddler
Unlicensed driver charged but released without bail as electeds renew call for tougher laws

Kalief Browder saga caused mother’s depression

A teddy bear, candles and flowers mark the spot where an 8-month-
old child was struck and killed by a van in East Elmhurst. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Kalief Browder's likeness appears on a Welling Court mural in 
Astoria just days after his suicide and now more is known about 
his mother's anguish over his traumatic experience on Rikers 
Island. Photo by Bill Parry
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- Talkin’ Broadway

BY MARK HALLUM

The state Senate races 
in northeast Queens have 
candidates from both par-
ties competing for control 
over long-held Democratic 
territory. On the ballot is 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and his opponent, Re-
publican Mark Cipolla, as 
well as  Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) and her GOP 
challenger and Woodside 
resident, Carlos Giron.

Avella’s district stretch-
es from College Point to 
Little Neck and south as far 
as Oakland Gardens, while 
Stavisky’s territory runs 
from Flushing up to Glen 
Oaks in the east over to 
Forest Hills, Woodside and 
Elmhurst.

Avella’s top issues in 
his re-election campaign 
are the escalating home-
less crisis, ethics reform in 
government and improving 
the quality of life for his 
constituents. He has led 
the discussion on airplane 
noise, an invasive bioswale 
program and zombie homes 
in his district, but has 
stepped beyond to confront 
the ironies of de Blasio’s 
full shelter plan.

“You have to be in the 
shelter to get the program. 
So if you’re on the street, 
you’re not eligible. But, 
meanwhile, they don’t want 
to go to the shelter because 
it’s not safe,” Avella said.

Progress has been seen 
at two hotel conversions in 
Bellerose. where the home-
less inhabitants are expect-
ed to be out by December.

Avella estimated there 
are about 200 abandoned 
properties in his district 
and he has led a crusade 
against the “zombie house” 
epidemic, which poses 
health and safety hazards 
for neighboring homeown-
ers who have spoken out 
about mosquitoes and other 
vermin attracted to unat-
tended properties.

Cipolla is a former pros-
ecutor for the Brooklyn dis-
trict attorney’s office and 
one of about 20 candidates 
put forward by the Queens 
Republican Party to chal-

lenge Democratic incum-
bent in a Democrat-con-
trolled borough.  He said 
he had never considered 
running for office before 
two years ago when he was 
first approached by party 
leaders but declined that 
time. He said he believes it 
is important for citizens to 
have a choice when election 
time comes and that “get-
ting new blood in is good 
for the system.”

While many ethics re-
form advocates argue that 

pensions must be forfeited 
on top of the prison time 
and fines which are stan-
dard fare for officials con-
victed of corruption, that is 
not enough for Cipolla, He 
thinks heavier penalties 
are in order to discourage 
shady practice.

“Last I looked, Sen. Avel-
la’s proposal was that you 
lose your pension from the 
act that you’re convicted 
for from that time forward. 
I don’t think that’s severe 
enough,” Cipolla said. “You 
should lose that entire pen-
sion from the time you were 
elected.

 Seven-term incumbent 
Stavisky defeated her Dem-
ocratic opponent S.J. Jung 
in September’s acrimoni-
ous primary and is looking 
to make affordable hous-
ing more accessible, bring 
campaign ethics reform to 
the state, make higher edu-
cation more attainable and 
alleviate congestion along 
the No. 7 train.

The affordable hous-
ing shortage is an issue 
Stavisky believes will see 
action soon. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo put $2 billion in 
the state budget for afford-
able housing and the Sen-
ate approved the motion, 
Stavisky said. 

“I think there’s enough 
pressure now with the 
homeless to decide what 
they’re going to do with the 
money,” she said.

Stavisky is teaming 
up with state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli to clean 
up Albany by closing the 
LLC loophole, a gray area 
which regards LLCs as 
individuals, allowing con-
tributors to set up multiple 
business entities to channel 
funds from the same source 
to a candidate.

She is also determined 
to pass the DREAM Act to 
allow undocumented immi-
grants to get financial aid 
through New York State Tu-
ition Assistance Program.

A former sports journal-
ist, Giron decided to pursue 
public affairs and run for 
office, which he said is as 
much his obligation to the 
community as voting.

Giron is running for 
the first time to advocate 
for small business owners; 
give young immigrants ac-
cess to education by pass-
ing the DREAM Act; elec-
toral reform, such as term 
limits and providing public 
financing to candidates for 
office at the state level;  and 
support charter and Catho-
lic schools in the district 
to give parents education 
options while taking the 
pressure off overcrowded 
schools.

Newcomers face off 
vs. Avella, Stavisky

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

Sen. Tony Avella (l) is running against Mark Cipolla in the 11th 
Senate District. Photos by Michael Shain
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

BY BILL PARRY

Students and teachers 
at PS 85 will finally enjoy 
some peace and quiet, and 
some cool air, too, thanks 
to a $125,000 grant from the 
New York State Assembly. 
All classrooms with win-
dows facing the elevated 
subway tracks over 31st 
Street are getting air con-
ditioners, Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) announced last week.

“For far too long, teach-
ers and students have been 
forced to choose between 
stifling heat if they keep 
windows closed or inter-
rupted lessons from the 
noise of passing subway 
trains, when they open 
the windows,” Simotas 
said. “The choice between 
these two atrocious condi-
tions was an impediment 
to learning. I’m proud I 
was able to secure funding 
through the Assembly to fi-

nally end the long-running 
battle that parents and 
teachers have waged to end 
the noise pollution at PS 85 
in Astoria.”

When the school was 
built in 1907 there was 
no subway line along 31st 
Street. The elevated line 
went into service in 1917 
so for nearly 100 years the 
teachers and students had 
to choose between heat and 
noise.

“The noise pollution 
endured by our children 
has always been a major 
concern to families and 
the school community, and 
we all worked in unison to 
get where we are today,” PS 
85 Principal Ann Gordon-
Chang said. “I am extreme-
ly elated that classrooms 
are being equipped with air 
conditioners.”

The Department of Edu-
cation installed sound-ab-
sorbing acoustic tiles on the 
school walls and two years 

ago the MTA installed 
noise dampeners and other 
measures, but the problem 
persisted. Last moth 31 air 
conditioners were installed 
and the remaining 10 will 
be in place by the end of 
the year, ensuring a better 
learning environment this 
spring. 

“This is incredibly 
good news for students and 
teachers who will no longer 
have to choose between the 
lesser of two equal evils,” 
PS 85 Parent’s Association 
President Lisa Tapper said. 
“With air conditioners, stu-
dents’ focus will increase, 
they’ll learn better and will 

no longer stumble out of sti-
fling hot classrooms like a 
pile of goo.”

 Arlene L. Bronzaft, 
Ph.D, an environmental 
psychologist who has been 
studying the effects of noise 
on behavior and health for 
more than 30 years, pub-
lished a ground breaking 

study in 1975 of students at 
a Manhattan school near 
the elevated  No. 1 line that 
found students in class-
rooms that faced subway 
tracks performed measur-
ably worse on reading tests 
than students on the quiet 
side of the building.

“With my early research 
and other academic studies 
demonstrating that noise 
can intrude on classroom 
learning, I am pleased that 
PS 85, which is situated so 
close to the elevated train 
tracks, will now have air 
conditioners,” Bonzaft said. 
“Teaching and learning 
will be far less impacted by 
passing train noise during 
the warm months with win-
dows that can now remain 
closed.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Relief for students, teachers at Astoria school
Air conditioners installed at PS 85 after decades of subway noise and steamy classrooms

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas announces air conditioners have been installed at PS 85 in Astoria 
to cut down the noise from the elevated subway tracks on 31st Street. Courtesy Simotas' office
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BY BILL PARRY

The Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation is threatening to sue 
the de Blasio administration for 
slander by one of its spokeswom-
en, according to its president, 
Bob Holden. After city Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer was invited to 
Middle Village last week speak 
to a town hall meeting address-
ing concerns with the city hous-
ing single men at the Holiday 
Inn Express, Aja Worthy-Davis 
released a statement saying, 
“Scott Stringer is courting a 
group advocating for kicking 
women and toddlers onto the 
street, using White Lives Matter 
as their protest song. He should 
be ashamed.”

The civic group hired attor-
neys who fired off a letter to City 
Hall asking for an apology and a 
retraction before taking the mat-
ter to the next level. They have 
not heard back, Holden said.

“It’s so slanderous and we’re 
going to take action on it be-
cause it’s so irresponsible,” he 
said. “Nobody connected with 
the Juniper Park Civic Associa-
tion used that term during our 
rallies, only the mayor’s office 
heard it. It has no remote con-
nection to our group. We invited 
Scott Stinger to speak to us. It’s 
the mayor’s office that made this 
political and racial. I don’t have 
words, but it reflects the kind of 
people this mayor has hired. It is 
false. It is slanderous.”

City Hall received the letter 
and spokesman Eric Phillips 
said, “The city’s lawyers will be 
responding to Mr. Holden.”

Special Counsel to the Mayor 

Henry Berger added, “We are en-
titled to present facts and to ex-
press our opinions. Neither pro-
vides a basis for legal action.”

The comptroller, who is 
viewed as a potential primary 
challenger of de Blasio’s next 
year, declined to comment, but 
his spokesman Tyrone Stevens 
said, “We meet with those whom 
we agree ---and those with whom 
we disagree. Our city is fac-
ing record-high homelessness, 
and it’s only growing. This is 
a problem that has to be solved 
by working with communities 
across the five boroughs.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) attended the 
town hall meeting, and he was 
livid when he heard of Worthy-
Davis’ comment.

“As made evident by his 
spokesperson’s statement, once 

again Mayor de Blasio has failed 
to see the real issue at hand when 
dealing with the city’s homeless 
crisis,” Addabbo said.

“Instead of looking at the 
facts and realizing that his 
shelter policies are failing all 
throughout the city, our mayor 
continues to hide behind an 
imaginary racial battle that has 
no place in this effort to find a 
solution to homelessness. The 
opposition to using hotels as 
shelters in any community, not 
just Maspeth, has never been ra-
cially motivated. In fact, the only 
time race has been used as the 
primary focus is when Mayor de 
Blasio’s administration uses it 
to attack and misrepresent the 
hardworking, taxpaying people 
I represent who simply want to 
improve a failed homeless policy 
and to assist those individuals 
in need of adequate, permanent 
housing.”

In late September, the city 
produced two videos of the Mas-
peth group protesting outside 
a Bellerose hotel, and released 
them to social media. Holden 
and Addabbo believe the White 
Lives Matter chants were edited 
into one of the videos.

“Twice now, the mayor has 
wasted taxpayer dollars to re-
cord and produce inappropriate 
propaganda videos that wrongly 
make the public believe that 
those who oppose shelters in 
their neighborhoods are racist,” 
Addabbo said. “His rhetoric is 
doing nothing but continuing 
to divide our city and further 
delay the plausible solutions 
that homeless New Yorkers are 
counting on him to provide.” 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A Jamaica man was charged 

with punching a 69-year-old 
woman outside a Jamaica deli, 
and community leaders gathered 
Tuesday at the scene of the crime 
to encourage community mem-
bers to tell authorities about vio-
lent offenders hiding from police.

“It’s sad that this man had 
to be safe harbored in our com-
munity,” Kevin Livingston, the 
head of 100 Suits for 100 Men, 
said during the news conference 
organized by Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica). “We cannot 
be comfortable with being com-
fortable. You have to be p...ed off 
when these things happen in our 
community.”

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said Springer was 
awaiting arraignment on assault 
and harassment charges. On Oct. 
16 at around 8 a.m., Springer en-
tered King Deli and Grocery at 
107-60 Sutphin Blvd. removed a 
beer from the cooler, and threw 
a dollar on the counter, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint from 
the district attorney’s office. The 
complaint stated that Methaq Al-
gabyali, an employee at the store, 
went to get the bill when Springer 
came back in the deli and punched 
him in his face.

Algabyali struggled with 
Springer, who eventually ex-
ited the deli, according to the 
complaint. Algabyali then saw 
Springer punch Eve Gentillon in 
the head. She fell to the ground 
and lost consciousness, the com-
plaint stated. 

Springer was still in the 
neighborhood where the attack 
occurred when he was appre-

hended by the Regional Fugitive 
Task Force, according to Kristel 
Johnson, the NYPD Deputy Chief 
of Queens Borough South. 

Gentillon was taken to a local 
hospital after the attack, accord-
ing to the complaint. She under-
went emergency surgery and a 
piece of her skull needed to be re-
moved because a cranial subdural 
hematoma, the complaint stated. 
Wills said it looked like the recov-
ery time could be extensive. 

During the conference, Wills 
thanked the NYPD for their work 
in finding the suspect and railed 
against community members who 
may have protected him from au-
thorities. He noted 16 days had 
passed between the attack and 
the arrest.

“To our community, 16 days is 
16 days too many,” he said. “That 
is sending a message that this is 
OK time and time again.” 

More Maspeth angst
City Hall statement riles civic leader after Stringer visit

Jamaica man accused 
in brutal deli attack

Comptroller Scott Stringer's ap-
pearance at a Juniper Park Civic 
Association town hall has the orga-
nization at further odds with the de 
Blasio administration. 

Photo by Micahel Shain 

Councilman Ruben Wills speaks at 
the news conference announcing the 
arrest of a man in the assault of a 
69-year-old woman in Jamaica.  

Photo by Patrick Donachie
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Concerned Citizens have to say about  

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz
John C. Liu

Former NYC Comptroller and City Council Member

Bob Turner
Former Congressman and Current Chairman,

Queens Republican Party

Michael Niebauer, Founder of the Queens County Independence Party

Frank Padavan
Former NYS Senator (R)

Archie Spigner
Former Council Member, and 

Current Democratic District Leader

Victoria Schneps-
Yunis

Publisher, Queens Courier 
and QNS.com 

Walter Sanchez
Publisher, 

Queens Ledger

Ron Shafran
President, 

Multi-Media Division, 
Queens Tribune

John Burnett
Republican Strategist, Author and Professor

Onida Coward Mayers
Dir., Voter Assistance, NYC Campaign Finance Board

Noran Omar
Journalist

Thomas J. Grech
Executive Director, Queens Chamber of Commerce

Sam Mantilla, Past Department Commander for the Disabled American Veterans

���
�����
��
�����������
���
����, General Laparoscopic and Breast Surgeon
New York Presbyterian Queens

Sharon Nelson
President, National Women’s Political Caucus – NYC

Ann Juliano Jawin
Chair and Founder, Center for the Women of New York

Saundra Pope
President, CISTA

Barbara Barr
League of Women Voters of the City of New York

Truett Lee Vaigneur, Jr. EdD
Adjunct Professor Psychology, 

York College
City University of New York

Dr. Peter Bales
Assistant Professor Political 

Science, Queensborough 
Community College

NYC Urban Debate League & 
Kappa VI 

Raina Plasir & 
Amanie Burwell

Peter C. 
Mastrosimone 

Editor-in-Chief, 
Queens Chronicle
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Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The race to replace 
outgoing U.S. Rep. Steve 
Israel (D-Melville) in Con-
gress will come to a close 
with next week’s general 
election, with former Nas-
sau County Executive 
Tom Suozzi and state Sen. 
Jack Martins (D-Mineola) 

locked in a campaign that 
could help determine if the 
Democrats can retake con-
trol of the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Suozzi benefitted from 
the recent endorsement of 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
Israel, who announced 
his retirement earlier this 
year. Martins can tout the 
endorsements of Speaker 
of the House Paul Ryan (R-

Wis.), as well as former Re-
publican presidential can-
didate Carly Fiorina. 

Geographically, the 
overwhelming majority of 
the district is made up of 
parts of Suffolk and Nas-
sau County in Long Island, 
with the district cutting 
into the borough to include 
parts of Bay Terrace, Whit-
estone, Glen Oaks and Flo-
ral Park. Newsday reported 
that Queens voters made 
up close to 14 percent of the 
district in terms of popula-
tion.

In addition to his tenure 
as Nassau County execu-
tive, Suozzi was also a for-
mer mayor of Glen Cove, 
and ran for governor in 
2006, losing to Eliot Spitzer 
in a Democratic primary. 
He faced four other com-
petitors in a Democratic 
primary earlier this year. 
Suozzi spoke about his 
Queens support and the 
chief issues he heard dur-

ing the campaign.
“I’ve been lucky to have 

the support of Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
Council Member Paul Val-
lone, state Sen. Tony Avella 
and many other elected 
officials and local commu-
nity leaders in Queens,” he 
said in an email interview. 
“The No. 1 issue is jobs and 
the economy, but I’m also 
focused on addressing the 
noise pollution created by 
airplanes and helicopters 
and the transportation 
desert in Queens by bring-
ing federal infrastructure 
investment back to Queens 
to create more public trans-
portation options.”

Martins served eight 
years as mayor of Mine-
ola before successfully run-
ning for the state Senate to 
represent the 7th District, 
which includes northwest-
ern Long Island, including 
Great Neck. He underwent 
a number of legal challeng-

es earlier this year from 
Phillip ‘Flip’ Pidot, a for-
mer fraud investigator who 
asserted he had enough sig-
natures to force a Republi-
can primary. A potential 
Oct. 6 primary date was set, 
but the Second U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled the 
primary would create voter 
confusion and burden local 
election boards. 

Martins said he felt the 
momentum in the final 
weeks of the campaign 
had been at his back, and 
cited airplane noise and 
the city’s policy on hous-
ing homeless individuals 
in hotels as important local 
issues. He said he wanted to 
work on a middle-class tax 
cut if elected.

“That includes cutting 
red tape and getting gov-
ernment out of the way, al-
lowing our businesses to do 
what they do best,” he said. 
“People make too many sac-
rifices everyday, and every-

day the government steps 
in and creates one more 
sacrifice, and it’s time it 
stopped.”

The attacks between the 
candidates accelerated in 
recent weeks, with Mar-
tins’ camp accusing Suozzi 
of closing Nassau County’s 
only inpatient addiction 
treatment facility during 
his tenure as executive, 
while The Island Now re-
ported that Suozzi’s cam-

paign was questioning how 
the Martins campaign paid 
for top campaign strate-
gists and attorneys, saying 
it indicated a lack of trans-
parency.

A Newsday/Sienna Col-
lege poll released on Oct. 
8, showed Suozzi in the 
lead, 50 to 34 percent, with 
15 percent undecided. The 
Martins campaign has indi-
cated that internal polling 
indicates a tighter race.

Suozzi and Martins near end of race
Winner in next week’s general election will determine who succeeds Rep. Steve Israel

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

Tom Suozzi and Jack Martins meet in the general election next 
week, a culmination of the widely followed contest for the eastern 
Queens House seat.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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O’NEILL’S
Where Every One Goes For Great Food, Great Service & Perfect Atmosphere

Specializing in Dry Aged Prime Beef
Porter House for 2, 3, 4 or more, Bring Your Appetite

Accepting Reservations for the Holidays

OUR RECIPES ARE CLASSIC, ONLY FRESH INGREDIENTS USED

TIMELESS DISHES COOKED TO PERFECTION

EVERY DETAIL IS CONSIDERED FOR YOUR PERFECT NIGHT OUT
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Frank Spotorno
14th Congressional District, Bronx and Queens 

Republican and Conservative candidate 

spotornoforcongress.com

BY LAURA AMATO

Shkysi Cummings al-
ways wanted to play ten-
nis, watched the sport on 
TV and dreamed of one day 
competing on the court. But 
the Bayside senior wasn’t a 
tennis player—she played 
handball. 

Still, she couldn’t quite 
shake the idea of tennis, and 
a few months ago she ap-
proached her sister, Shnae, 
with the idea of joining the 
Commodores squad. Fast 
forward to the afternoon of 
Oct. 27 and the Cummings 
sisters weren’t just tennis 
players—they wrapped up 
their season with just one 
loss and a third-place fin-
ish in the PSAL finals. 

“I couldn’t believe we 
got this far. It was really 
surprising,” Shkysi said. 
“I wanted to try it one time 
and see how it would be to 
play. So, finally, this year I 
was like, alright, I’ll take it 
seriously this year because 
it’s my senior year.”

Shnae is the first to ad-

mit that she had her doubts 
when her older sister sug-
gested they take up tennis 
this fall. After all, they’ve 
been focused on handball 
for so long—leading Bay-
side to another PSAL cham-
pionship last season—that 
the idea of playing anoth-
er sport just seemed like 
too much to handle. They 
didn’t even have their own 
racquets, and played with 
old Bayside physical educa-
tion equipment. 

Those nerves, however, 
disappeared after the first 
tennis practice of the year. 

“At first I was like, ‘Yo, 
we don’t know how to play 
tennis, what are you do-
ing?’” Shnae said. “But 
then after practicing with 
the team, we got better and 
they taught us the rules and 
they were very friendly.”

Of course, it also helped 
that handball and tennis 
have some basic moves in 
c om mon — pa r t icu l a rly 
ones that require quick 
hands and fast reflexes. 
And the Cummings sisters 

have both of those. 
“Handball has the wall 

and you’re hitting it back 
to yourself repeatedly with 
just one bounce—just like 
tennis,” Shkysi said. “The 
big difference is tennis 
has a net. But our reaction 

times are there and it helps 
our reflexes.”

The biggest challenge 
for both of the sisters came 
on the serve—something 
handball doesn’t have—
and the two spent most of 
their practice time this 

year fine-tuning their ap-
proach. 

“I can’t get the serves in 
ever, so I just do the little 
taps and it actually goes 
in,” Shnae said. “But I can’t 
do a hard serve like profes-
sionals do.”

The sisters notched a 
perfect regular season on 
the court and came into the 
PSAL tournament practi-
cally bursting with confi-
dence before falling to Bea-
con in the semifinals. The 
duo turned things around 
in the third place match, 
however, cruising to a 6-0, 
6-0 victory over Cardozo. 

Now, the Cummings 
turn their attention back to-
wards handball, but they’re 
not quite done with tennis. 
Shnae plans to compete as a 
junior next year and Shkysi 
hopes to continue playing 
for fun. This journey—as 
well as the trophy that will 
sit in the Bayside case from 
now on—is simply a testa-
ment to what they’re both 
capable of doing. 

They’re also going to 
keep the racquets. 

“This just shows that 
whatever you try and what-
ever you want to do, you can 
do,” Shkysi said. “You just 
have to go out and do it.” 

Sisters serve up tennis success for Bayside High

Bayside sophomore Shnae Cummings (l) and her sister, senior Shkysi, decided to join the Commodores 
tennis team just a few months ago and found success on the court, placing third in the PSAL tourna-
ment.  Photo by Laura Amato
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• Explore our Beautiful 37-acre Campus
• Learn about our Championship Athletics, Rich Campus Life,   

Internships, and Study Abroad & Scholarship Opportunities
• Discover our 35+ Award-Winning Academic Programs & our Nationally- 

Recognized Queensborough Academies Model for Student Success 

Rich Campus Life,  
ip Opportunities

You’re Invited!!!
FALL OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, November 12th, 10:00 AM

VISIT WWW.QCC.CUNY.EDU/OPENHOUSE TO LEARN MORE.

222-05 56th Avenue,  Bayside,  NY 1 1364
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to the Uniformed Officers 
Unions, including the PBA.

“I am proud to have the 
support of these unions,” 
he said. “As somebody 
who comes from a family 
of union members, the en-
dorsements mean a lot to 
me personally.”

The endorements failed 
to impress Nunziato, who 
has been performing a bal-
ancing act by juggling his 
campaign with his duties 
as chairman of the Mas-
peth-Middle Village Task 
Force, which organizes the 
protests against the city’s 
homeless shelter policies 
each night at the Maspeth 
Holiday Inn Express.

“It sounds crazy but I’ve 
been so focused on the ral-
lies each night I didn’t have 
the time to reach out for 
endorsements,” Nunziata 
said. “I know that all of the 
civic leaders of the com-
munity are endorsing me 
and I feel good about that. 
I don’t need some labor 
leader from Long Island 
endorsing me when I have 
the backing of the local civ-

ics.”
In other western Queens 

races, state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) is 
running against Republi-
can Marvin Jeffcoat, a U.S. 
Army veteran and facilities 
manager from Woodside.

“Western Queens is 
more than just a neighbor-
hood, it is like a family that 
comes together to improve 
each other’s lives and look 
out for each other’s well-be-
ing,” Gianaris said. “I have 
the honor of representing 
so many of my neighbors 
in Astoria, Long Island 
City, Sunnyside, Wood-
side, Ridgewood and Wood-
haven, and working along-
side them on the important 
issues about which we care 
passionately. I hope the peo-
ple of our community have 
faith in my record fighting 
for better schools, improv-
ing transit and housing op-
portunities and achieving 
historic progress to ensure 
environmental protec-
tion.”

Jeffcoat said he is “sick 
and tired” of the one party 
rule in western Queens.

“They haven’t done 
anything for us.  Instead 
they’re leading us into 

a welfare state that will 
bankrupt us all,” he said. 
“I want to give my kids a 
chance at the American 
Dream. These politicians 
are great at making laws, 
but they never check to 
see if they’re working. 
That’s where my military 
training with after-action 
reports will help. We’ll 
see what worked and what 
didn’t.”

Jeffcoat would make ed-
ucation his primary focus 
as a champion of charter 
schools and private school 
vouchers.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) is run-
ning against Republican 
nominee Jesus Gonzalez, 
to keep his seat.

“Since my election to 
the state Senate, we have 
opened more than 7,000 
individual constituent 
cases on a variety of issues, 
ranging from  quality of life 
and safety to immigration, 
housing and transporta-
tion,” Peralta said. “I will 
continue to fight for afford-
able housing, to build more 
schools upon the eight new 
schools we already built, to 
give our kids a quality edu-
cation.”

Yet overcrowding con-
tinues to plague every 
school in the district, which 
includes Jackson Heights, 
Corona and East Elmhurst, 
according to Gonzalez. The 
first-time candidate works 
at a Jackson Heights travel 
agency and has lived in 
each of the neighborhoods 
in the last eight years since 
moving from Puerto Rico, 
where he was a firefighter.

“As a community activ-
ist I’ve been talking to the 
people and learning of the 
concerns — not enough 
schools, not enough teach-
ers,” Gonzalez said. “We 
need more English as Sec-
ond Language classes for 
all of the immigrants and 
we don’t have a lot of parks 
so the kids are always sit-
ting at home. There is a 
high crime rate in each of 
these neighborhoods and 
the current senator is not 
doing anything to address 
that.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361
Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at:  
aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR  
in Bayside is pleased to announce 

Available for your 

Party and Event Space for Rehearsal 
Dinners, Engagement Dinners, Bridal 

Showers, Baby Showers, Surprise 
Parties and More

French Bistro, Lounge,  
Extensive Wine List,  

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, & Brunch 
on Saturday & Sunday

Valet Parking available on weekends

Continued from Page 1 

Senate seat
are held accountable for 
their violations.”

DenDekker said many 
new businesses and res-
taurants had opened 
along Roosevelt Avenue 
in recent years only to 
find people staying away 
from the corridor after 
dark.

“They feel they’ve 
made a bad investment,” 
he said. “Creating a safer 
Roosevelt Avenue is a 
high priority for myself 
and my colleagues, but it 
will require hard work 
and cooperation.”

M e a n w h i l e , 
DenDekker’s legislation 
recognizing garbage 
trucks as ‘“hazard vehi-
cles,” the same as police 
cars and fire trucks, be-
came state law Tuesday 
regulating how motorists 
behave when driving near 
them. Garbage collection 
is the fifth most danger-
ous job in the country, 
with 35 fatal injuries per 
100,000 people, according 
to the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics.
“This law will help 

protect both public and 
private sector sanitation 
workers as they do their 
jobs,” DenDekker said. 
“As a former member of 
the Department of Sani-
tation, I know firsthand 
how dangerous this work 
can be. By passing this 
law, we are asking New 
Yorkers to be mindful of 
those who are working in 
the streets every day and 
ensuring that sanitation 
workers have the safest 
work environments that 
they can.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Roosevelt

Weigh in on the issues 
that matter to Queens 

by writing a letter 
to the editor. 

Send your opinions or 
comments to

 timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.
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fine of $1,000 or both. 
City Councilmen Rory 

Lancman (D-Hillcrest) and 
Dan Garodnick (D-Manhat-
tan) announced the legisla-
tion in September and held 
a news conference Oct. 26 
 on the steps of City Hall 
with other elected officials, 
activists and victims in ob-
servation of Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month.

Since the bill was intro-
duced, 12 co-sponsors have 
already made their stance 
clear on the need for the 
legislation.

“Releasing naked pic-
tures of someone without 
their permission is abso-
lutely despicable and it’s 
time for our laws to catch 
up with our technology 
so that victims of revenge 
porn can get the justice they 
deserve,” Lancman said. 
“We need to hold people ac-
countable for their actions, 
especially since leaking in-
timate images of someone 
can have devastating and 
lifelong consequences. Our 
bill, modeled on a similar 

state bill, would make sure 
that strong protections are 
in place for New Yorkers.”

Lancman’s and Garod-
nick’s legislation is based 
on a state bill by state As-
semblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside), which 
was written in response to 
a new kind of abuse specific 
in the Internet age. Until 
then, it was only illegal to 
share photos taken with-
out consent of the subject. 
Braunstein’s legislation 
also includes photos taken 
consensually with the elicit 
expectation of privacy.

“Revenge porn is a wide-
spread problem, which has 
inflicted major emotional 
pain on thousands of vic-
tims, tragically causing 
some to commit suicide,” 
Braunstein said. “Victims 
of revenge porn are rou-
tinely threatened with 
sexual assault, stalked, ha-
rassed, or even fired from 
their jobs.”

Although Braunstein’s 
bill has not advanced be-
yond the Assembly’s Codes 
Committee and revenge 
porn in still legal in New 
York state, he said in Sep-
tember he was happy to 
see his bill adopted at the 

city level to protect victims 
from the outcomes of re-
venge porn.

“Revenge pornography 
is used by abusers as a 
weapon to terrorize and con-
trol their victims, disrupt 
social relationships, educa-
tion, and employment, and 
undermine victims’ digni-
ty and sense of safety,” Tobi 
Erner, senior social worker 
at Queens Legal Services, 
said. “By releasing explicit 
images without victims’ 
consent into the ether of the 
Internet and social media, 
abusers are able to entomb 
an act of abuse so that its 
effects are replicable and 
enduring—causing lifelong 
trauma, distress, humilia-
tion, as well as devastating 
economic and social conse-
quences to their victims.”

Among the activists at 
City Hall were Queens Le-
gal Services, the Korean 
American Family Service 
Center of Flushing and As-
semblyman Braunstein.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Porn bill
four original members, 
were not alive to see the 
respect their music gar-
nered.

“When students look 
up and see the giant green 
sign and say, ‘who are the 
Ramones?’” she said to 
chuckles from the crowd, 
teachers could respond 
by saying “that four gi-
ants of the entertainment 
world did what you do 
now - walked through the 
doors of Forest Hills High 
School.” 

David Farrer learned 
about the renaming 
through the band’s official 
site. He said he had been a 
fan for about 30 years and 
seen the group play live 
about 15 times.

“They’re so relatable. 
They seem like guys I 
would hang out with, 
friends of mine,” he said, 
detailing why he was at-
tracted to the band. “It’s 
why so many bands are 
influenced by them.”

The Ramones was 
formed in 1974 in Forest 

Hills by a group of friends 
who all took the name 
“Ramone” as a stage sur-
name. They regularly fre-
quented CBGBs in New 
York City and wrote a diz-
zying number of classic 
songs, including “Blitz-
krieg Bop,” “Beat on the 
Brat” and “Teenage Lo-
botomy.”

Robert Yenco came to 
the festivities with a gi-
ant papier-mâché render-
ing of Joey’s head that he 
could wear on top of his 
own. He said he commis-
sioned an artist to prepare 
the piece so he could wear 
it for the annual Joey Ra-
mone birthday celebra-
tion in Manhattan, but he 
felt the street renaming 
was cause to break it out 
again.

“As a teenager, I knew 
there was something dif-
ferent to them,” he said. 
“But all these years later, 
I still hear something I 
haven’t heard before.”

At the end of the event, 
a crowd gathered beneath 
a white cloth covering a 
street sign. Spectators 
spanning generations 
from grandparents to in-

fants surrounded the sign, 
many wearing shirts em-
blazoned with the band’s 
signature crest.

“OK, on a count of 
three!” an organizer yelled 
to the crowd, giving them 
a cue for when they would 
pull the sheet. Someone 
yelled that it needed to 
be a four-count, in honor 
of the rapid-fire way Dee 
Dee Ramone would count 
in a song live with a “1-2-
3-4” yelp.

The crowd obliged, 
and on the four count, the 
sheet was pulled away to 
unveil a brand new sign 
that said “Ramones Way.” 
The crowd cheered in ap-
proval.

“Take it, Dee Dee!” 
someone yelled.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

KICK OFF THE WEEKEND  WITH

Enjoy our Friday 

Prix Fix Menu

3 COURSES, ONLY $21.95!
Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE Join our Mailing List

for specials, news and promotions!

Text  to 


