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Amid the fanfare over the 
presidential election, Queens 
has mounted nearly 20 races 
for seats in Congress and the 
state Legislature for the elec-
tion next Tuesday.

The Queens Republican 
Party, which has been rebuilt 
over the past year, fielded 17 
candidates to face off against 

Democratic incumbents in the 
House, the state Senate and 
the Assembly. At stake is the 
eastern Queens House seat 
now held by retiring U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel, the SE Queens As-
sembly seat left vacant by the 
death of Barbara Clark and the 
Assembly post Phil Goldfeder 
is leaving in Rockaway Beach.

The contest to replace As-
semblywoman Margaret Mar-
key after her stunning defeat 
in the Democratic primary 
will be a referendum on the 
Maspeth homeless shelter.

The TimesLedger has com-
piled an Election Guide and pre-
viewed all of the Queens races. 
See Pages 4-9 and 18-22.

BY BILL PARRY

Safe streets advocates are 
outraged that the driver of a 
van that struck and killed an 
8-month-old toddler in East 
Elmhurst Friday was released 
without bail later that eve-
ning. 

Armando Morales-Rodri-
guez, 44, was arraigned before 
Queens Criminal Court Judge 
Ernest Hart and charged with 
driving without a license. He 
was released on his own recog-
nizance and ordered to return 
to court Dec. 5, according to 
the Queens DA’s office.

“DAs need to be willing to 
apply existing criminally neg-
ligent/reckless laws to opera-
tion of a motor vehicle,” Trans-
portation Alternatives’ Peter 
Beadle said. “If you walked 
down a sidewalk swinging a 
toaster by its power cord and 
accidently brained someone, 
you’d be facing charges. It 
should be no different if you 
are in a van.”

Prosecutors say Morales-
Rodriguez was backing his van 
out of a driveway in front of 92-
20 Astoria Blvd. when it struck 
baby Navraj Raju’s stroller as he 
was being pushed by his moth-
er, who was not hurt. The little 
boy was rushed to Elmhurst 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Ramones fans gathered 
from far and wide to celebrate 
the renaming of the intersec-
tion of 67th Avenue and 110th 
Street outside of Forest Hills 
High School as “Ramones 
Way.” The school is the alma 
mater of the four original 
members of the band.

Family members and elect-
ed officials were on hand, in-
cluding Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills). 
When she first made her intro-

ductions at the microphone, 
there was a technical error 
with no sound emanating.

“You’ve got to speak loud-
er!” someone in the crowd 
yelled. “The Ramones killed 
my hearing!”

Koslowitz told the crowd 
how the Ramones performed 
more than 2,200 shows during 
the course of their career, and 
lamented the fact that Joey, 
Johnny, Dee Dee and Tommy, 
the four original members, 
were not alive to see the re-
spect their music garnered.

“When students look up and 
see the giant green sign and 
say, ‘who are the Ramones?’” 

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 45 56 total pages

Election Day is Nov. 8 Photo by Michael Shain

The street in front of Forest Hills High School is renamed for the visionary punk-rock band The Ramones, 
who went to school there. Mickey Leigh, younger brother of the group's lead singer, Joey Ramone, 
holds aloft the new sign at an unveiling ceremony that attracted several hundred fans last week. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Baby’s death 
sparks anger 
at driver bail

Showdown at Queens polls Nov. 8

Fans celebrate The Ramones 
Punk rock group honored with street renaming outside high school

See photos on 
Page 30
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A Jamaica man was 

charged with punching a 
69-year-old woman outside a 
Jamaica deli, and communi-
ty leaders gathered Tuesday 
at the scene of the crime to 
encourage community mem-
bers to tell authorities about 
violent offenders hiding from 
police.

“It’s sad that this man 
had to be safe harbored in 
our community,” Kevin Liv-
ingston, the head of 100 Suits 
for 100 Men, said during the 
news conference organized 
by Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica). “We cannot be 
comfortable with being com-
fortable. You have to be p...ed 
off when these things happen 
in our community.”

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said Springer 
was awaiting arraignment 
on assault and harassment 
charges. On Oct. 16 at around 
8 a.m., Springer entered King 
Deli and Grocery at 107-60 
Sutphin Blvd. removed a beer 
from the cooler, and threw a 
dollar on the counter, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint 
from the district attorney’s 
office. The complaint stated 
that Methaq Algabyali, an 
employee at the store, went 

to get the bill when Springer 
came back in the deli and 
punched him in his face.

Algabyali struggled with 
Springer, who eventually 
exited the deli, according 
to the complaint. Algabyali 
then saw Springer punch Eve 
Gentillon in the head. She 
fell to the ground and lost 
consciousness, the complaint 
stated. 

Springer was still in the 
neighborhood where the at-
tack occurred when he was 
apprehended by the Regional 
Fugitive Task Force, ac-
cording to Kristel Johnson, 
the NYPD Deputy Chief of 
Queens Borough South. 

Gentillon was taken to a 
local hospital after the attack, 
according to the complaint. 
She underwent emergency 
surgery and a piece of her 
skull needed to be removed 
because a cranial subdural 
hematoma, the complaint 
stated. Wills said it looked 
like the recovery time could 
be extensive. 

During the conference, 
Wills thanked the NYPD for 
their work in finding the 
suspect and railed against 
community members who 
may have protected him from 
authorities. He noted 16 days 
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BY BILL PARRY

The Juniper Park Civic 
Association is threatening 
to sue the de Blasio adminis-
tration for slander by one of 
its spokeswomen, according 
to its president, Bob Holden. 
After city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer was invited to Middle 
Village last week speak to a 
town hall meeting addressing 
concerns with the city housing 
single men at the Holiday Inn 
Express, Aja Worthy-Davis 
released a statement saying, 
“Scott Stringer is courting a 
group advocating for kicking 
women and toddlers onto the 
street, using White Lives Mat-
ter as their protest song. He 
should be ashamed.”

The civic group hired at-
torneys who fired off a letter 
to City Hall asking for an apol-
ogy and a retraction before 
taking the matter to the next 
level. They have not heard 
back, Holden said.

“It’s so slanderous and 
we’re going to take action on 
it because it’s so irrespon-
sible,” he said. “Nobody con-
nected with the Juniper Park 
Civic Association used that 
term during our rallies, only 
the mayor’s office heard it. It 
has no remote connection to 
our group. We invited Scott 
Stinger to speak to us. It’s the 
mayor’s office that made this 
political and racial. I don’t 
have words, but it reflects the 
kind of people this mayor has 
hired. It is false. It is slander-
ous.”

City Hall received the letter 
and spokesman Eric Phillips 
said, “The city’s lawyers will 
be responding to Mr. Holden.”

Special Counsel to the May-
or Henry Berger added, “We 
are entitled to present facts 
and to express our opinions. 
Neither provides a basis for le-
gal action.”

The comptroller, who is 

viewed as a potential primary 
challenger of de Blasio’s next 
year, declined to comment, 
but his spokesman Tyrone 
Stevens said, “We meet with 
those whom we agree ---and 
those with whom we disagree. 
Our city is facing record-high 
homelessness, and it’s only 
growing. This is a problem 
that has to be solved by work-
ing with communities across 
the five boroughs.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) attended 
the town hall meeting, and 
he was livid when he heard of 
Worthy-Davis’ comment.

“As made evident by his 
spokesperson’s statement, 
once again Mayor de Blasio 
has failed to see the real issue 
at hand when dealing with the 
city’s homeless crisis,” Add-
abbo said.

“Instead of looking at the 
facts and realizing that his 
shelter policies are failing all 
throughout the city, our may-
or continues to hide behind an 
imaginary racial battle that 
has no place in this effort to 
find a solution to homeless-
ness. The opposition to using 
hotels as shelters in any com-
munity, not just Maspeth, has 
never been racially motivated. 
In fact, the only time race has 
been used as the primary focus 

is when Mayor de Blasio’s ad-
ministration uses it to attack 
and misrepresent the hard-
working, taxpaying people I 
represent who simply want 
to improve a failed homeless 
policy and to assist those in-
dividuals in need of adequate, 
permanent housing.”

In late September, the city 
produced two videos of the 
Maspeth group protesting 
outside a Bellerose hotel, and 
released them to social media. 
Holden and Addabbo believe 
the White Lives Matter chants 
were edited into one of the vid-
eos.

“Twice now, the mayor 
has wasted taxpayer dollars 
to record and produce inap-
propriate propaganda videos 
that wrongly make the public 
believe that those who oppose 
shelters in their neighbor-
hoods are racist,” Addabbo 
said. “His rhetoric is doing 
nothing but continuing to di-
vide our city and further delay 
the plausible solutions that 
homeless New Yorkers are 
counting on him to provide.” 

Continued on Page 48

Councilman Ruben Wills speaks at the news conference announcing 
the arrest of a man in the assault of a 69-year-old woman in Jamaica.  

Photo by Patrick Donachie

Comptroller Scott Stringer's appearance at a Juniper Park Civic 
Association town hall has the organization at further odds with the de 
Blasio administration. Photo by Micahel Shain 

Jamaica man accused 
in brutal deli attack

More Maspeth angst
City Hall statement riles civic leader after Stringer visit

HOMELESS 
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Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

BY BILL PARRY

The city Department of 
Homeless Services got some 
good news last week when 
its Library Pilot Project was 
recognized by the Library of 
Congress as one of 14 honorees 
from around the world imple-
menting best practices in lit-
eracy promotion. Launched in 
March 2015, the collaboration 
between DHS, Queens Library 
and the city’s Department 
of Education, among others, 
works to bring literacy servic-
es and programs to children 
and their families in 30 newly 
created shelter-based librar-
ies.

“We know that serving 
homeless New Yorkers is about 
more than ensuring families 
have a roof over their heads,” 
said Department of Social Ser-
vices Commissioner Steven 
Banks, who oversees DHS. 
“The Library Pilot Project is 
a continuation of our commit-
ment to connect homeless fam-
ilies to the support they need 

to increase access to education 
and to thrive.”

In addition to increasing 
access to reading material, the 
project’s shelter programming 
includes homework assistance 
for students, parent-child read-
ing activities, and one-on-one 
reading enrichment sessions 
for children. It offers a college 
preparatory program for high 
school seniors in shelters to in-
crease applications and enroll-
ment. Skill-building games 
and arts-and-crafts sessions 
provide a forum for children 
to express their feelings on a 
wide range of subjects. The 
Library Pilot Project also of-
fers library card drives, group 
visits to local public library 
branches, and book discussion 
groups for families.

“The Library Pilot Project 
brings families that live in 
shelter much more than age-
appropriate books,” Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Farina 
said. “Developing a love of 
reading from the earliest age 
is essential, and having ac-

cess to books is a necessary 
first step. We continue to work 
in close partnership with the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices to expand initiatives and 

implement new programs to 
support students and families 
who are living in shelter.”

The annual Library of Con-
gress Literacy Awards recog-

nize groups doing exemplary 
and innovative work, and 
they spotlight the need for the 
global community to unite in-
 striving for universal literacy. 
The 13 other projects that will 
be honored alongside DHS in-
clude the Afghanistan Center 
at Kabul University, Ethiopia 
Reads in Addis Ababa and Si-
par in Phnom Penh, Cambo-
dia.

“Queens Library is thrilled 
to be a part of this innovative 
project that supports literacy 
and the love of reading with 
children and parents experi-
encing homelessness,” Queens 
Library Director of Youth Pro-
grams and Services Vikki Ter-
rile said. “We look forward to 
continuing and expanding our 
work with the Department of 
Homeless Services, our other 
project partners, and the fami-
lies and staff in or Queens 
shelters.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Department of Homeless Services is honored by the Library of 
Congress for its shelter literacy programs. Courtesy DHS

DHS program recognized by Library of Congress
Beleaguered agency honored for exemplary work to promote literacy at homeless shelters
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BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) is seek-
ing his 10th term in Congress 
representing Queens and the 
Bronx against Republican 
challenger Frank Spotorno, 
a first time candidate and 
owner of the Park Avenue 
Elevator Cab Company in As-
toria. Crowley is the leader 
of the Queens Democratic 
Party and vice chairman of 
the Democratic Caucus in the 
House of Representatives.

“I have been privileged to 
represent one of the most di-
verse districts in the country 
and I hope to earn that privi-
lege once again to continue 
fighting on behalf of my con-
stituents and on the matters 
most important to them,” 
Crowley said. “The issues 
facing American families 
across the country are not 

unlike what people in my dis-
trict are facing: the need for 
good paying jobs, affordable 
child care, comprehensive 
immigration reform and the 
opportunity to retire with 
peace of mind after a lifetime 
of work. And as a member of 
the elected leadership in the 
House Democratic Caucus, 
I will continue to put those 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

In the last four years Con-
gresswoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) has sponsored 
multiple bills advocating for 
families and small businesses 
in her district,. In her run for 
a third term  she faces Repub-
lican Danniel Maio, a map 
maker.

In 2016 alone Meng has 
passed legislation into law 
that removes the term “Orien-
tal” from federal law, legisla-
tion to protect public housing 
residents from  living with in-
sufficient heat, and legislation 
to assist veterans with several 
health care and disability-
related benefits. Her district 
includes Forest Hills, Middle 
Village and Bayside.

Meng said she is not focus-
ing too heavily on campaign-
ing because she technically is 

always on the campaign trail. 
“Congress members are up 

for election every two years be-
cause it’s so close in timing so 
there’s no start or end to cam-
paigning,” she said. “Election 
year or not, we try the best to 

be accessible to constituents 
and hear their concerns and 
bring them to Washington.”
Meng has said part of her suc-
cess in Congress is her bipar-
tisanship. 

“I’m really proud of my bi-
partisan record,” she said. “I 
promised when I first ran to 
try my best to work in a  bipar-
tisan matter, to reach across 
the aisle. My constituents 
don’t want me to just point fin-
gers and place blame. I have 
been able to pass legislation 
because I’ve been able to work 
with Republican and Demo-
cratic leadership.”

Her competitor, Maio, stud-
ied politics at American Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. 
and later started an identity 
maps company, where he has 
worked for the last 25 years. 

“I have to do things very 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The race to replace outgoing 
U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (D-Mel-
ville) in Congress will come 
to a close with next week’s 
general election, with former 
Nassau County Executive Tom 
Suozzi and state Sen. Jack 
Martins (D-Mineola) locked in 
a campaign that could help de-
termine if the Democrats can 
retake control of the House of 
Representatives.

Suozzi benefitted from the 
recent endorsement of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and Israel, 
who announced his retire-
ment earlier this year. Mar-
tins can tout the endorsements 
of Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan (R-Wis.), as well as for-
mer Republican presidential 
candidate Carly Fiorina. 

Geographically, the over-
whelming majority of the 
district is made up of parts of 
Suffolk and Nassau County in 
Long Island, with the district 
cutting into the borough to 
include parts of Bay Terrace, 
Whitestone, Glen Oaks and 
Floral Park. Newsday report-
ed that Queens voters made up 

close to 14 percent of the dis-
trict in terms of population.

In addition to his tenure 
as Nassau County execu-
tive, Suozzi was also a former 
mayor of Glen Cove, and ran 
for governor in 2006, losing to 
Eliot Spitzer in a Democratic 
primary. He faced four other 
competitors in a Democratic 

primary earlier this year. 
Suozzi spoke about his Queens 
support and the chief issues he 
heard during the campaign.

“I’ve been lucky to have 

the support of Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, Council 
Member Paul Vallone, state 
Sen. Tony Avella and many 
other elected officials and lo-
cal community leaders in 
Queens,” he said in an email 
interview. “The No. 1 issue is 
jobs and the economy, but I’m 
also focused on addressing 

the noise pollution created by 
airplanes and helicopters and 
the transportation desert in 
Queens by bringing federal in-
frastructure investment back 
to Queens to create more pub-
lic transportation options.”

Martins served eight years 
as mayor of Mineola before 
successfully running for the 
state Senate to represent the 
7th District, which includes 
northwestern Long Island, in-
cluding Great Neck. He under-
went a number of legal chal-
lenges earlier this year from 
Phillip ‘Flip’ Pidot, a former 
fraud investigator who assert-
ed he had enough signatures to 
force a Republican primary. A 
potential Oct. 6 primary date 
was set, but the Second U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 
the primary would create vot-
er confusion and burden local 
election boards. 

Martins said he felt the 
momentum in the final weeks 
of the campaign had been at 
his back, and cited airplane 
noise and the city’s policy on 
housing homeless individuals 
in hotels as important local 

Republican Danniel Maio is oppos-
ing incumbent Democrat Grace 
Meng for Congress in the 6th 
District.  Photo by Michael Shain

Tom Suozzi and Jack Martins face off in the general election next week, a culmination of the widely followed 
contest for the eastern Queens House seat.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Suozzi and Martins near end of race
Winner in next week’s general election will determine who succeeds Rep. Steve Israel

Meng up against newcomer
 in competition for House

Crowley challenged
by Astoria bizman

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016 Continued on Page 33

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 33

Joe Crowley is running against 
first-time candidate Frank 
Spotorno. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) has 
two major issues facing the 
constituents in his district: Se-
lect Bus Service and Mayor de 
Blasio’s controversial shelter 
plan to warehouse homeless 
in converted hotels across the 
city. Miller, like many other 
elected officials in Queens, is 
frustrated as he grapples with 
these problems and finds City 
Hall unresponsive to his com-
plaints.

His district covers Glen-
dale, Woodhaven and parts 
of Ozone Park and he is be-
ing challenged by Republican 
Joseph Maldonado, a retired 
snow superintendent with the 
city Sanitation Dept. in Man-
hattan.

Maldonado has recently 
been endorsed by from two dif-
ferent Sikh organizations 

Select Bus Service planned 
for the area has been the 
source of outrage for resi-
dents of Woodhaven who find 
the Dept. of Transportation 
indifferent to their criticism 
of what they call a dangerous 
and inconvenient solution to 
the public transportation is-
sue. The controversial plan 
would eliminate lanes on 
Woodhaven Boulevard and do 
away with left turns at major 
intersections while installing 

a bus stop in the median of an 
accident-prone thoroughfare, 
which residents contend the 
Sanitation Dept. neglects dur-
ing snowstorms.

According to Miller, the 
intersection at Jamaica Av-
enue would have a bus stop 
installed on a median where 
accidents happen at least once 

a month. Miller is urging the 
DOT to utilize current bus 
stops, with the option for com-
muters to pay at the curb.  He 
also wants bus routes diverted 
to service roads instead of dis-
placing traffic on residential 
streets.

“They’re making people 
wait on the median for a bus. I 
just don’t think that’s smart,” 
Miller said. “I’m on Wood-
haven Boulevard–my office–
and every month there’s an ac-
cident on the median between 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Republican Alan Zwirn is 
going up against Democrat 
Stacey Pheffer Amato for the 
Assembly seat in the 23rd 
District covering Ozone Park, 
Rockaway and Howard Beach. 
The seat went up for grabs af-
ter Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder (D-Rockaway Beach) 
announced in June he was 
stepping away to focus on fam-
ily and work as a lobbyist for 
Yeshiva University.

Zwirn has deep roots in 
Rockaway, having lived in the 
neighborhood for more than 25 
years, with his two children. 
He is the president of the Rock-
away Republican Club, on the 
board of directors at a local 
temple and was a music teach-
er in Brooklyn for 37 years be-

fore retiring.
“From what I understand, 

it’s a close race,” he said. “I 
decided to run because I was 
asked to by people in my com-
munity. District leaders ap-

proached me because they 
thought I could do a good job 
in replacing Goldfeder.” 

He paused, “My children 
are all grown up and my wife 
is still teaching, so I thought 
why not?”

One huge issue in the 
Rockaways is transportation. 
Zwirn supports the plans to 
revive the Rockaway Beach 
rail, a line that was taken out 
of commission decades ago.  

“It would cut travel time 
to Midtown in Queens,” he 
said. “It would reinvigorate 
the economy, bring people 
to restaurants and stores be-
cause of the different  stops in 
South Queens. It would also 
potentially relieve traffic on 
Woodhaven and Crossbay. If 
commuters are going to the 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

In June Assemblyman 
Philip Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) surprised everyone 
when he announced that he 
would not seek re-election. 
Goldfeder announced that he 
was leaving the Assembly to 
work as a lobbyist for Yeshiva 
University and focus more of 
his time on his family. With 
an endorsement from both the 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Goldfeder 
himself, Democratic candi-
date Stacey Pheffer Amato 
has become a front runner 
for the District 23rd seat.

Amato has a long his-
tory of public service in the 
Rockaways.  The married 
mother of two has served on 
the Scholars’ Academy Par-
ent Association and was the 
female Democratic district 
leader for the 23rd Assembly 
District. Her mother, Audrey 
Pheffer, held the Assembly 
seat now being vacated by 
Goldfeder from 1987 until 
2011. Pheffer now serves as 
the Queens County clerk.

Amato is running against 
Republican candidate Alan 
Zwirn, a fellow Rockaway 
resident. Zwirn has lived in 
the neighborhood for more 
than 25 years, raising his two 
children there. He is the pres-
ident of the Rockaway Repub-
lican Club and spent 37 years 
as city public school teacher 
before retiring.

Amato is confident she is 
more qualified for the posi-
tion, 

“I’m active in the commu-
nity and a great listener,” she 
said. “I also have the patience 
necessary to lead. I have par-
ticipated in fund-raising and 
I’ve loved getting to know 
people and what matters to 
them. I’ve been involved in 
district, associations, civic 
groups.”

The service she is most 
proud of is her part in help-
ing the Rockaway commu-
nity rebuild after Hurricane 
Sandy in 2012. Amato served 
on the governor’s Rockaway 
West NY Rising Community 
Reconstruction Program af-
ter Sandy. 

“I was involved in the 
reconstruction of the Rock-
aways,” she said. “It’s been a 
slow recovery and so many 
families still don’t have 
homes, it’s all still up in the 
air. We’ve bought equipment 
for the community and volun-
teered. I really know the is-
sues and the community. I’m 
devoted, I love it so much.”

As PA president Amato 
helped Scholars’ Academy 
high school students, teachers 
and administrators. Students 
were relocated to a school 
in Brooklyn while Scholars’ 
Academy was making initial 
fixes. She worked closely to 
orchestrate their transporta-
tion and made sure they were 
comfortable in the Brooklyn 
school and safe when their 
school reopened in March 
2013. 

Amato has also advocated 
working on or improving  
public transportation in her 
district, where it is lacking. 
She supports the plan to cre-
ate a Rockaway Beach Rail 
line, which in her view would 
improve transportation and 
create jobs. Amato said she 
wants to expand the current 
proposed ferry schedule to 
Manhattan and include a free 
transfer to subway and bus.

“I’ve been one of the 
strong voices before and I 
want to continue great ser-
vice,” she said. “I want to 
take it to the next level. Phil 
(Goldfeder) has done so much 
already and the individuals 
endorsing me have a fire in 
their stomach to continue his 
great work. I’m ready to take 
that baton.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Republican Alan Zwirn is running 
for Assembly in District 23.   

Facebook

Democrat Stacey Pheffer 
Amato is on the ballot for the 
Assembly in District 23. 

State Assemblyman Mike Miller is running for re-election against 
Republican Joseph Maldonado. Photo by Michael Shain

Pheffer Amato looks 
to replace Goldfeder 

Zwirn eyes Rockaway spot

GOP fi elds Miller rival
Miller, Republican opponent discuss SBS, shelters

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

Another sad chapter in the story of 
Kalief Browder, who committed sui-
cide in 2015 after a harrowing ordeal 
on Rikers Island, was written during 
a City Council subcommittee hearing 
last week during testimony by his old-
er brother. Akeem Browder, still griev-
ing after his mother Venida’s death last 
month following several heart attacks, 
said she suffered immeasurable guilt 
and depression without any counsel-
ing or therapy.

“She let Kalief out that night to go to 
a birthday party and that was the first 
time my brother was allowed out,” the 
older Browder said. “We were never a 
part of the streets, we weren’t allowed 
to run in the streets. She gave him an 
11 o’clock curfew and that’s when he 
was stopped and that’s when this all 
began, so my mom blamed herself.”

The 16-year-old was arrested for 
stealing a backpack and spent the next 
three years on Rikers Island where he 
suffered frequent beatings by guards 
and inmates and spent nearly 300 days 
in solitary confinement, without ever 
being charged—all because his family 
couldn’t afford the $3,000 bail.

Mayor Bill de Blasio created Jus-
tice Reboot to reform Rikers Island 
after Kalief’s story received national 
attention. The program featured sub-
stantial overhauls to Rikers, including 
scheduling a trial or plea for all cases 
where the defendant was being held at 
Rikers and the case had been pending 
for longer than a year, within the first 
45 days of the program’s April 2015 im-
plementation.  

“There’s no change, period,” Akeem 
Browder, 33, said. “My mother still 
hasn’t seen any justice. We’ve been 
given false dreams and promises that 
things would change.”

City Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) chairs the Courts and Le-
gal Services Committee and held hear-
ings last week to put pressure on the de 
Blasio administration.

“The number of prisoners on Rikers 
who have been awaiting trial for over 
one year is currently between 1,3000 
and 1,400 people, marginally less than 
the 1,427 prisoners there for over one 
year as of April 2015,” Lancman said. 
“Thus despite some progress, by the 
metric that matters most—the number 
of innocent-until-proven-guilty   New 
Yorkers held for an extended period 
of time awaiting trial—we are barely 
treading water. The root problem, it 
seems, is that there appears to be no 
demonstrable evidence that progress 
has been made on identifying and im-
proving systematic issues that lead 
to case delays. The benchmarks have 
been met, but a new group of individu-

als continue to cycle into the one-year-
or-older case category.”

The number of people jailed for 
more than three years while waiting 
for their cases to work through the sys-
tem has fallen 39 percent, according to 
the mayor’s office, while 91 percent of 
the 1,427 Justice Reboot target cases 
have been resolved, with 50 percent 
cleared in four months. Plus, Justice 
Reboot was intended to be a one-time 
fix, because actually cutting case de-
lays requires system change, accord-
ing to the Mayor’s office.  .

“Justice Reboot has been a success 
in solving one of the most entrenched, 
complicated problems in the criminal 
justice system and the single biggest 
driver of the jail population,” City Hall 
spokesman Austin Finan said. “This 
initiative is the first to tackle the prob-
lem of case delay across the entire sys-
tem and the city—a problem that had 
been getting worse and worse over de-
cades.”

The results failed to impress 
Browder family attorney Paul Prestia, 
who also testified at the hearing.

“While it sounded wonderful at the 
time, it doesn’t appear there was any 
substance behind this program, and 
that’s disappointing,” Prestia said. “I 
would have expected more, especially 
when the mayor patted himself on the 
back about this particular problem.”

Meanwhile, Akeem Browder will 
take on his mother’s fight for justice 
for his little brother by pushing to close 
Rikers Island, which he called a “gladi-
ator school” of mass incarceration.

“To know my mother didn’t see jus-
tice before Kalief passed and before 
she passed is really hard for me,” he 
said. “My mother did lose faith in what 
the system had to offer. We need to stop 
this from happening again and again 
and again.”

Kalief Browder's likeness appears on a 
Welling Court mural in Astoria just days 
after his suicide and now more is known 
about his mother's anguish over his trau-
matic experience on Rikers Island. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Kalief Browder saga
caused mother’s guilt
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ANNUAL TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/10/16

ANNUAUU L TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/10/160/16

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 4–10, 20168    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

FLIP

NOVEMBER

15TH

RALLY FOR A NEW CONTRACT

2 Broadway @5pm

WWW.WHOMOVES.NYC
#WHOMOVESNYC 

#RALLYNOV15

We are NYC’s transit workers. We safely move 
nearly 8 million bus and subway riders a day: 
365 days a year, 24 hours a day. And with 
growing ridership, we will transport 150 
million more riders in 2016 than just a 
few years ago - with the same number of 
workers. 
  
These are uniquely dangerous and stressful
jobs. We are physically assaulted hundreds 
of times each year. Spitting incidents are 
at all time highs. Thousands of our 
brother and sister transit workers, 
meanwhile, are injured annually by 
on-the-job industrial accidents. 
Twelve were killed on duty since 2001. 

Our contract with the MTA is expiring. We 
will kick off our campaign for fair raises, solid 
bene�ts and no givebacks with a rally on �ov. 
15th in Lower Manhattan. We are NYC’s transit 
workers and We Move NY. 

Transport Workers Union of America AFL-CIO
Harry Lombardo, President
501 3rd St. NW - 9th Floor
Washington, DC 20001
www.twu.org

Transport Workers Union Local 100
John Samuelsen, President 
195 Montague St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.twulocal100.org
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BY MARK HALLUM

Republican candidate Mi-
chael Conigliaro is facing 
down his 2014 opponent, state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), and says he 
is learning from the mistakes 
that lost him the seat with 47 
percent of the vote. 

The GOPer has a long-
term plan to fix the homeless 
crisis in the city by adopting 
a three-pronged legislative 
goal at the state level over the 
next three years as well as ad-
dressing the issue of provid-
ing long-overdue Hurricane 
Sandy relief and repairing 
the education system.

As the president of the alu-
mae association at Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege and manager at a Floral 
Park law firm, Conigliaro 
says he has gained in name 
recognition after building a 
presence on social media, at 
civic meetings and being an 
outspoken voice for the com-
munity on the issue of home-
less shelters.

He contends the best op-
tion for stemming the stream 
of homeless into shelters is 
by requiring residency from 
those checking in. Conigli-
aro said his plan is similar 
to regulations in the state 
of Florida, which require a 
drug test for those receiv-
ing welfare. Insisting that it 
would not put more people on 
the streets, he said it would 
encourage people to seek ref-

uge in their home state.
Shelter resources should 

be reserved for homeless vet-
erans, he said.

“I would look to propose 
legislation that take around 
three years to pass to make 
New York a resident-only 
state. New York is the only 
state that allows people to 
come from other states, and 
once you get here, you’re eli-
gible for homeless services,” 
he said, adding that hotels 
only have the essential ameni-
ties for a few nights at a time. 
“The second thing I would 
look to do is, if the mayor and 
the governor can’t decide to 
have a conversation, I would 
like to have a conversation 
with the governor if I’m elect-
ed, to bring back the Section 
8 voucher program... What 
the program allows people 
to do is to assimilate. What 
the mayor is doing is putting 
200 people inside a place that 
is not considered a habitable 
condition.”

Conditions 
are poor in 
the homeless 
shelters be-
cause Dept. of 
Homeless Services is not vet-
ting the people who are being 
admitted, he said.

“There are registered sex 
offenders living in the Pan 
Am, along with women and 
children,” Conigliaro said, 
pointing out that hotel con-
versions are a violation of 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) is facing 
long-term issues in his district, 
such as homeless shelters, Se-
lect Bus Service and delayed 
Hurricane Sandy relief in the 
midst of an election campaign. 
On top of this, the incumbent 
is fighting an uphill battle 
with an unresponsive city ad-
ministration.

His district covers the 
Rockaways, Howard Beach, 
Woodhaven, Middle Village 
and Maspeth.

Addabbo has been critical 
of the de Blasio administra-
tion for shutting out residents 
and elected officials when it 
announced it would be imple-
menting a homeless plan which 
would utilize hotels converted 
into shelters, causing a level of 
anger he had never seen from 
his constituents. 

“We have a mayor who 
can’t call the 
governor for 
help, to look 
at state-owned 
properties or 
for financial 

assistance because they can’t 
get along,” Addabbo said.

Much of that anger erupted 
after the city proposed put-
ting a homeless men’s shelter 
into a Holiday Inn Express in 
Maspeth without notifying the 
community. Faced with night-
ly protests at the hotel, City 
Hall then pivoted and began 
renting out rooms to the home-
less rather than proceeding 
with the full shelter plan.

There are better alterna-
tives to converting hotels into 
shelters, according to Addab-
bo. The mayor, however, is not 
only unwilling to respond to 
pleas from local officials but is 
unable to call on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo for help because of an 
ongoing feud between the two 
as the number of New York-
ers in shelters hits the 60,000 
mark.

“They had to see this cri-
sis coming. You can blame the 
prior administration, but you 
knew the numbers were ris-
ing,” Addabbo said. “I think 
they were just inept in han-
dling this crisis, and so they 
panicked and shoved them 
into these hotels.”

Trailers could be used on 
city-owned properties for tem-
porary shelters as shown to 
be effective for the people of 

Breezy Point after Hurricane 
Sandy forced them to take shel-
ter elsewhere, Addabbo said.

The Select Bus Service 
plan for southeast Queens is 
also a contentious issue for 
the people of Woodhaven, and 
another case in which city ad-
ministration has deaf ears for 
residents and elected officials, 
he said.

The controversial plan 
will reduce already clogged 
arteries to one lane at certain 
points and eliminate left turns 
at major intersections while 
installing a bus stop in the 
median of an accident-prone 
thoroughfare, which residents 
claim the Sanitation Dept. ne-
glects during snowstorms.

In August, the senator was 
involved in a protest at the cor-
ner of Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Jamaica Avenue and is 
continuing trying to convince 
the DOT to back down from its 
plan.

“We are all in favor of im-
proving public transportation. 
What we are differing on right 
now is with the city and DOT 

is the plan they chose,” Add-
abbo said, adding that the plan 
is unsafe.

Addabbo said his district is 
just part of the population in 
the pipeline for Build it Back 
relief from Sandy, but many 
have still not seen the relief 
needed from the program, 
which is running behind 
schedule. The senator works 
with his constituents to give 
them every advantage to see 
money flow from the program 
to the rebuilding they need. 
By employing the services of 
small insurance companies to 
help his constituents, Addabbo 
hopes to see greater progress 
than would usually come from 
Build It Back and major insur-
ance companies.

Addabbo is currently fac-
ing his opponent from 2014, Re-
publican Michael Conigliaro, 
whom he previously beat by 10 
percent, in the Nov. 8 election.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

GOP candidate Michael Conigliaro is taking another stab at 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo's seat after his 2014 defeat. 

Courtesy of Queens County GOP

Incumbent state Sen. Joseph Addabbo is facing his 2014 GOP opponent 
Michael Conigliaro in the Nov. 8 race. Photo by Michael Shain

Addabbo rematch
Old foe challenges state senator over shelters, Sandy relief

Conigliaro spells out   
his homeless solution

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

Continued on Page 26
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Blotter

HOLLIS — Police were seeking a 
man who robbed a livery cab driver on 
Oct. 6, and were asking the public for 
any information that might help the 
search.

Police said that a 50-year-old man 
was driving his livery cab at about 3:20 
p.m. and picked up a man who hailed 
him near the corner of 195th Street and 
Jamaica Avenue. The man got inside 
the car and then punched the driver in 
the face, also punching the windshield, 

according to the NYPD. Police said he 
took about $200 in cash from the car 
before fleeing away from the scene east 
on Jamaica Avenue. The cab driver re-
fused medical attention.

Police released a photo of the sus-
pected attacker, saying he was between 
23 and 27 years old, weighing about 140 
to 155 pounds, and was about 6 feet tall 
with a thin build. He was last seen 
wearing a sport jacket with white trim 
and a Caesar haircut.

JAMAICA — Police were seeking 
information about the murder of a Ja-
maica man who was shot and killed.

At about 2:18 a.m. Sunday, police re-
sponded to a 911 call about a man shot at 
the corner of 109th Avenue and Merrick 
Boulevard. Police arrived and searched 
the area, and found Niheen Donigan, 
36, near the corner of 109th Avenue and 
171st Street with a gunshot wound to the 
head. Donigan lived a few blocks from 
the corner where he was found, accord-
ing to information from police.

Donigan was transported to Ja-
maica Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead. Donigan was ar-
rested in 2001 for the April 14, 2001 ho-
micide of Aswald Walker following a 
dispute over drugs, according to police 
sources at the time. Police said the in-
vestigation into Donigan’s murder was 
still ongoing. Anyone with informa-
tion about the incident can call NYPD 
Crime Stoppers at 1 (800) 577-TIPS 
or submit tips online at www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com.

FLUSHING—Police were looking 
for a man suspected of robbing a bank 
in Flushing. 

On Monday at 12:05 p.m. a man en-
tered a Flushing Bank on 44-43 Kis-
sena Blvd., approached the bank teller 
and passed a note demanding money, 
police said.

According to the police, the teller 
complied and the suspect fled the 

scene with an undetermined amount 
of money. 

Police described the suspect as a 
white male between 30 and 35- years 
old, between 5-foot-7 and 5-foot-9 inches 
tall, thin with a beard and a mustache. 
The suspect was last seen wearing 
a green and gray plaid jacket, black 
sneakers, a gray hooded sweatshirt 
and a black knitted hat. 

This man is wanted in connection with the robbery of a livery cab on Jamaica Avenue. 
Courtesy NYPD

Cops look for alleged Flushing bank robber

Police seek suspect in Jamaica murder

NYPD seeks man who robbed livery cab 
C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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Call to enroll or make an in-person appointment  
1-855-551-4365
(TTY 1-888-542-3821) 
7 days a week, 8am–8pm 

Visit www.HFNYMedicare.org

Time is running out 
to save with our Medicare Advantage Plans   

Choose one of our quality Medicare Advantage plans for New Yorkers 

while there’s still time. You’ll get access to doctors close to home, and 

benefits such as free transportation to appointments, and prescription 

drug coverage. Plus, you’ll save with:

Don’t wait! 
Medicare open 

enrollment ends 
December 7

$0
or low monthly 
plan premiums

$0
or low copays for 

primary care doctors

$0
or low copays for 
preventive dental

*Times and locations subject to change.

Healthfirst Health Plan, Inc., dba Healthfirst Medicare Plan, offers HMO plans that contract with the Federal Government. Enrollment in Healthfirst 
Medicare Plan depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. Limitations, 
copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may 
change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Please contact the plan for further details. A sales person 
will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 1-888-260-1010 and TTY 
1-888-542-3821. Healthfirst Medicare Plan complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-
260-1010 (TTY 1-888-867-4132). 注意: 如果您使用繁體中文, 您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-542-3821)。

© 2016 HF Management Services, LLC. 1880  H3359_MKT17_47 Accepted 09042016 

FREE Medicare 
information sessions
Get help choosing the right plan. 
Call 1-855-551-4365 to reserve 
your space at a session near you.* 
Light refreshments will be served. 

Manhattan 
Gramercy Park 
Hell’s Kitchen 
Midtown West 
Morningside Heights 
Upper East Side 
Upper West Side

Queens 
Astoria 
Long Island City 

FREE tote bag  
when you attend!

While supplies last. Limit one 
per person, with no obligation 
to enroll.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

As our nation prepares to  cel-
ebrate Veterans Day Nov. 11, let 
us remember all of our veterans 
who have served in all branches 
of the armed forces from the 
American Revolution right down 
through the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

So many of these brave men 
and women gave the ultimate 
sacrifice of their own lives as 
they fought to keep our country 
free so that we could enjoy the 

many freedoms we have today. 
Our veterans deserve the high-
est respect, as well as the best 
financial compensation that can 
and must be accorded to them 
and their families. Every effort 
should and must be made to give 
200 percent support to the brave 
men and women of the armed 
forces—Marines, Coast Guard, 
Air Force, Army and Navy. Our 
country owes all of them an eter-
nal debt of gratitude.

The Veterans Administration 
needs to get its act together and 
speed up the thousands of claims 
that have been filed by our vet-
erans for medical and financial 
compensation. There should not 
be any bureaucratic red tape that 
has to be cut through in order to 
help these fine men and women. 
Any delays are inexcusable and 
intolerable.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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If you’re not in it, you can’t win it, which should be 
the mantra for Queens voters in this unruly presiden-
tial election. Power Ball has come to the voting booth 
with the odds shifting almost daily as new polls are 
released and October Surprises rock the race.

Donald Trump’s warning that the election might 
be rigged adds another element of uncertainly, how-
ever unfounded his claims. But raising the specter 
of a conspiracy to deny voters their rights sends a 
disturbing message to Queens, where half the popu-
lation is foreign-born.

Some of these immigrants have fled countries 
where totalitarian governments have suppressed 
fair elections and kept their citizens locked in an op-
pressive society. They have come here to escape the 
power of the state.

The danger is that suggestions of voter fraud may 
discourage some immigrant voters from casting 
their ballots. Just the opposite should be the case.

This is the most unconventional, unprecedented 
presidential contest in recent memory and every eli-
gible voter in Queens should vote. Trump, Queens’ 
native son, and Hillary Clinton represent opposing 
views on many issues and this is the chance to take a 
stand on immigration, free trade and climate change.  
Whoever ends up in the White House will listen.

America prides itself on being the greatest democ-
racy in the world, yet voter turnout in presidential 
elections had been dropping since 1972 until Presi-
dent Obama won his first term with 61.6 percent of 
eligible voters casting ballots in 2008. In the 2012 
presidential race turnout slipped to 58.2 percent, but 
it still remained above the 40-year level.

In the three primaries in Queens this year turn-
out was very low, possibly reflecting voter fatigue.

But with the presidential election days away talk 
about voter fraud is an unsettling reminder in the 
borough’s minority communities of voter intimida-
tion in other parts of the nation. Obstacles to voter 
registration, ID requirements at the polls and the 
Supreme Court’s decision to dismantle part of the 
Voting Rights Act have imperiled the minority vote 
in some states.

New York City is making every effort to give its 
citizens the chance to vote. Poll workers speak an as-
tounding number of languages, the mainstream par-
ties will provide transportation to the polls for those 
who need it and 18-year-olds will be marking ballots 
in their first election

The best way to fight fraudulent accusations of a 
rigged election and voter fraud is to go to the polls. 
You owe it to yourself and to the country. It’s about 
time more of us showed up to be counted.

UP FOR THE COUNT

Give veterans the respect they deserve

Quietly, proponents for turning 3.5 miles of abandoned LIRR track into a park similiar to Manhattan’s High Line 
are taking groups to tour the site, including this spot under the rail bridge on Yellowstone Boulevard—a potential 
entrance spot.   Photo by Michael Shain 

QUEENS HIGH LINE
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READERS WRITE

Think about it...a presi-
dent from Queens. It’s never 
happened, but it would be so 
cool! The closest we came was 
First Lady Nancy Reagan, 
who spent her toddler years in 
Flushing before relocating to 
Maryland.

I’m thinking of what a pres-
ident from Queens would be 
like. As the most the diverse 
county in the world, he or 
she would probably be open-
minded and comfortable with 
people from all over the globe. 
This elected official would be 
at ease with those who speak 
different languages and eat all 
types of foods, not just Ameri-
canized taco bowls from up-

scale restaurants in Midtown 
Manhattan. He or she would 
be honest, too, I guess because 
when you grow up in the Big 
Apple, you have to remember 
so much. And as Mark Twain 
said: “If you tell the truth, you 
don’t have to remember any-
thing.”

Sure the president would 
have academic and street 
smarts. Attending public 
school and figuring out the 
MTA system (especially on 
weekends) at an early age take 
a certain kind of urban intel-
ligence. I suspect he or she 
would be tough but fair and 
not take advantage of others 
because New Yorkers know 

“whatever goes around comes 
around.”

Of course, New Yorkers 
have empathy, especially for 
those who are disadvantaged 
economically and/or physi-
cally. And we help each other. 
Sure on the subway a poor 
tourist might get five differ-
ent sets of directions to Car-
negie Hall—one of them will 
inevitably be the wisenheimer 
shouting “Practice!” because 
we have senses of humor. But 
the bottom line is that we in-
tuitively help those less fortu-
nate, a good quality for anyone 
seeking the presidency.

Building bridges is a key 
trait for a president. Sure, we 

don’t all sit around the camp-
fire and sing “Kumbaya,” but 
we know how to get along as 
we have to share the same 
sidewalks, schools, neighbor-
hoods, and parks. Plus, we all 
root for the Mets!

If our locally born president 
is a man, he has a mother and 
possibly a wife, sister or daugh-
ter. And like any Gotham gent, 
if another guy harassed a 
woman he cares about, he’d 
give him more than a piece of 
his mind—possibly a well-de-
served split lip. But most im-
portantly, a real New Yorker is 
comfortable in his or her skin. 
Yes, we can be a little in-your-
face and get prickly, but hey, 

that toughness usually pro-
tects warm and caring hearts 
within and make us proud to 
be New Yorkers whether by 
birth or immigration.

I’m told one of next week’s 
presidential contenders is ac-
tually from Queens! Although 
based on what I read and what 
I know of my fellow New York-
ers, I have my doubts.

I want to see his birth 
 certificate.

 
 Seth Bornstein

 Executive Director
 Queens Economic 

 Development Corp.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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As a student of Environ-
mental Studies, I would like 
to draw the readers’ attention 
to the need for nature-based 
experiential learning in chil-
dren’s curriculum. In an ur-
ban setting such as New York 
City, it is critical that chil-
dren’s learning experience 
extends beyond classroom 
walls and the limited number 
of field trips outside the city. 
One good way to make sure of 
this is to incorporate garden-
based learning programs in 
schools. Gardens make a great 
learning resource for the chil-
dren as it can be integrated 
very well with their academic 
learning goals and help them 
to develop a holistic perspec-
tive of the world.

In the light of growing 
concerns for childhood obe-
sity and food insecurity, es-
pecially in inner city schools, 
garden-based learning pro-
vides the children with a good 

exposure to healthy and lo-
cal food systems. Also, there 
are several research find-
ings that show garden-based-
learning supports students’ 
academic achievement and 
improves their interpersonal 
and cooperative skills. Gar-
den-based learning is a form 
of place-based-education that 
promotes learning through 
experience and helps in build-
ing social capital in the com-
munity. It also fits within the 
broader framework of envi-
ronmental education, equip-
ping the children of today 
with knowledge and concepts 
that will help them become in-
formed and active citizens.

Contrary to the notion of 
lack of green space in urban 
settings, there is ample space 
for the growth of urban gar-
dens in New York City. Na-
tionwide campaigns such as 
Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move 
initiative and the USDA’s 

Farm-to-School initiative are 
further promoting school gar-
den projects. Moreover, New 
York City’s own initiative—
NYC Grow to Learn—pro-
vides funds, resources and 
technical assistance that are 
specific to each city public 
school and the community’s 
needs. 

School gardens, such as 
the one in Brooklyn Arbor El-
ementary School or in PS 55 
in the Bronx (which works in 
conjunction with a non-profit, 
Green Bronx Machine) are al-
ready at work in changing the 
urban landscape in Brooklyn 
and Bronx and preparing the 
next generation of dynamic 
citizens. 

Therefore, as stakeholders 
of Queens, we definitely need 
to champion for more school 
gardens.

Tsering Choden
Woodside

Second Ave. shortfall Gardens have much to teach kids

How a president from Queens should be

If Phase One of the Second 
Avenue subway opens by the 
end of December, or some 
time in early 2017, it is still 
a glass only one quarter full. 
(“Second Ave. Subway On 
Schedule,” Philip Newman‚ 
Oct. 28).

There is only $1.035 billion 
in funding contained within 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority $27 Billion 
Five Year 2015 - 2019 Capital 
Program to support prelimi-
nary work for Phase Two 
north from 96th Street on to 
125th Street. There is still 
the need of $4.965 billion for 
funding actual construction 
of Phase 2.  These dollars will 
have to come from the next 
MTA Five Year 2020-2024 
Capital Program.

Will Phase 2 incorporate 
the stretch of tunnel previ-
ously built in the 1970’s be-
tween 99th Street and 105th 
Street?  Based upon the mas-
ter grant agreement between 
the MTA and USDOT FTA, 
if these portions of work do 
not go into transit use, Uncle 
Sam has the legal right to ask 
for its money back.

There are conflicting 

priorities and limited avail-
able funding. Regardless of 
the funding source, Second 
Avenue Subway Phase 2 will 
end up competing against 
many worthy projects in the 
next MTA Five Year 2020 - 
2024 Capital Plan. Second 
Avenue Subway Phase 2 will 
be the largest single project 
proposed for funding in the 
plan, and could potentially 
consume almost 20% of the 
program’s money.

Going back decades, the 
city, state and MTA have con-
sistently kicked the can down 
the road every five years.  As 
a result, coming to a consen-
sus on what to fund in the 
next Five Year Capital Pro-
gram Plan will become even 
more difficult. 

Larry Penner
Great Neck

 
(Larry Penner is a trans-

portation historian and advo-
cate who previously worked 31 
years for the US Department of 
Transportation Federal Tran-
sit Administration Region 2 
NY Office)
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A 
couple of months ago 
green letters with green 
lines started appearing 
at the curbs of some 

houses in Fresh Meadows. It 
took weeks of inquiry for us 
to discover that these green 
letters meant the DEP wanted 
to build bioswales, or rain gar-
dens, in this location. 

No one was formerly ad-
vised that there was such a 
plan.  Many civic leaders, in-
cluding Vice President Elaine 
Young of the West Cunning-
ham Park Civic Association, 
spent weeks finding out what 
those green letters mean.

Queens Civic Congress 
Vice Presidents Henry Euler 
and Tyler Cassell attended a 

meeting which state Sen. Tony 
Avella and Assemblyman Mike 
Simanowitz held for civic lead-
ers in eastern Queens where 
officials from the DEP spoke 
and were questioned.  Other 
legislators such as Assembly-
man David Weprin, Council-
men Barry Grodenchik and 
Peter Koo and representatives 
of other elected officials at-
tended.  

Bioswales are depressed 
pits which can measure from 4 
feet by 10 feet up to 5 feet by 20 
feet. The ground is dug up and 
loosened and special soil and 
rocks are usually place at the 
surface with plants, grasses 
and trees added for decoration. 
A low metal fence is placed 
around the bioswale except on 
the gutter side. These are built 
so that rainwater can drain 
into the bioswale and not run 
into our basements, cause 
flooding or overwhelm our 
storm drains. They cost about 
$26,000 each to install.

Euler reported back to the 

QCC about the meeting with 
DEP Commissioner Vincent 
Sapienza and members of his 
staff. I received my own report 
from my wife Edna, who also 
attended this meeting. Euler 
reported that many homeown-
ers were unhappy with the lack 
of information and wanted to 
“opt-out” of the project. There 
was concern about how people 
could get into and out of their 
cars with the bioswales right 
next to the curb especially if a 
child was being put into a car 
seat or an elderly person was 
involved. There were sugges-
tions that homes with the bio-
swales in front of them receive 
a rebate on their water bills to 
make them more palatable.

People were concerned 
about who would maintain the 
rain gardens.  The DEP said it 
would maintain them and not 
the Parks Department. People 
were worried that pedestrians 
might fall into the bioswales 
and sue the homeowner. Would 
dog walkers respect them? 

There was the suggestion 
that these things be placed 
on malls, in parks or other 
open areas and not in front of 
homes. A group of shopkeep-
ers came to complain that the 
sidewalks in front of their If a 
bioswale was placed in front 
of a store , then the sidewalk 
would not be wide enough as 
required by the DOB.

Edna thought the DEP did 
not know what it was doing, 
especially about the enter-
ing and exiting from cars at 
curbs and the sidewalk width 
in front of stores. People com-
plained that the DOB has not 
been enforcing the paving 
over of lawns so rainwater 
does not have enough lawns 
to drain into. One can see that 
many tree beds have paving 
stones in them, which if re-
moved would free up more ar-
eas to absorb rainwater. Also, 
many tree pits become packed 
down and can’t absorb water 
and many are full of weeds. 
People just don’t trust the city 

to maintain the bioswales be-
cause they see how the city has 
failed to maintain the tree pits 
after the million trees were 
planted.

Questions thought up by 
the QCC and me were:  Where 
would the $1.5 billion over the 
next 25 years come from to pay 
for these bioswales?  Has the 
city planned for water and gas 
lines and the sprinkler heads 
which are at some curbs?  How 
many of these things will be 
needed to alleviate the flood-
ing problem?  How will the 
city deal with sidewalks which 
are above curb level or curbs 
which are only an inch or so 
high? Are the bioswales far 
enough from homes to not con-
tribute to basement flooding? 
How will shopkeepers or ho-
meowners who just replaced 
sidewalks feel if a bioswale 
is placed there? Is this just a 
boondoggle? 

W
e don’t 
kill off our retirees 
just because they’re 
not working any-

more, so don’t worry about our 
future robot overlords killing 
off us humans when we’re no 
longer working, either—which 
we won’t be since robots will 
be doing everything faster 
and better than us, just as ma-
chines have been taking jobs 
from us since the  invention of 
the saw mill .

And in that future, robot-
ruled time, we might have the 
choice to actually become one 
of the superbots by donating 
our brain after we die, then 
coming back (sort of) as the 
brain of a computer just like 
us, down to our likes, dislikes, 
sense of humor — and maybe 
even our looks.

That, my friends, was just 
part of the trippy argument 
going on at a monthly event 
called The Soho Forum in 
Manhattan, where free, open-
to-the-public debates examine 
issues of interest to free-will–
loving Libertarians. I’m not 
quite sure how robots and Lib-
ertarians find common cause, 

but in any event the question 
to answer was: “Will robots 
eventually dominate the world 
and eliminate humans’ abili-
ties to earn wages.”

One professor—Robin Han-
son, an associate professor of 
economics at George Mason 
University—briskly insisted 
that in the future, we will see 
the ascendancy of “Ems”—re-
markably human robots that 
emulate us, because they’re 
modeled on our own brains. 
Or at least they’re modeled on 
the people who would make 
the very best worker-robots, 
claimed the author of “The 
Age of Em: Work, Love and 
Life when Robots Rule the 
Earth.”

But that’s not who will 
choose, said the “Robots will 
not take over” debater, Bryan 

Caplan, also an author and 
econ professor at George Ma-
son.  When we get around to 
creating worker robots from 
human brain scans, we will 
scan only the most docile, effi-
cient workers, to create docile, 
non-human-killing Ems.

And this is where it started 
getting weird(er): Hanson be-
lieves that company chiefs will 
still want to hire the most bril-
liant workers, which means 
they’ll end up cloning (or rep-
licating, or whatever the word 
is) jerks.

“We expect the highest pro-
ductivity workers will be cho-
sen,” said Hanson.

In other words, the Ems 
will be clones of the cutthroat 
people most of us hate. And, 
being cutthroats, eventually 
they’ll cut ours throats.

“Although it may well be 
that the first five generations 
of robots will keep humans 
around because they feel some 
vestigial warmth toward our 
species,” Hanson said.

How comforting.
Caplan was having none 

of it. Why on earth would we 
clone the cutthroats who want 

to kill us? he asked. 
Well, over the eons we’ve 

had quite a lot of experience 
breeding new beings to do our 
bidding: Our pets and farm an-
imals. We’ll do the same with 
humans — cloning the abso-
lutely sweetest ones who also 
have a fierce work ethic. 

“We’ve got 7 billion people 
to choose from,” he pointed 
out. “A normal employer has 
five.”

The moderator, Gene Ep-
stein, economics editor at Bar-
ron’s magazine, tried to make 
peace. 

“You’ll tweak it,” he nod-
ded to both.

Caplan was not convinced 
that the day of the Ems will 
ever come, because who would 
volunteer to become one? 

“First thing, you’re actu-
ally dead. They have to slice 
your brain in pieces. Very few 
people would want their bio-
logical death in order to have 
a computer simulation,” he 
said.

“Today we can’t conceive of 
it,” agreed Hanson. But when 
humans in the future see that 
the Ems talk and look and act 

like “real” people — except 
they never die — then the pros-
pect might become attractive. 

Hanson made it sound as 
normal as wearing glasses, an-
other biological enhancement 
people eons ago could not have 
conceived.

And that was Hanson’s big 
point: Of course, this stuff 
sounds bizarre to us. But 
think back 1,000 years to the 
subsistence farmers. If you’d 
told them that someday we’d 
be able to talk to someone an 
ocean away, there’s no way 
they would have understood 
much less believed you.

And now we have Skype 
and FaceTime.

Would the Ems own prop-
erty? Would they eventually 
fight? Or would the earth be-
come a paradise with Ems do-
ing all our work? Those issues 
were not resolved. 

In fact, nothing really was. 
A before-and-after poll of 

the audience found that the ex-
act same number had changed 
their minds from negative to 
positive, and vice versa.

It was the least strange mo-
ment of a very strange night.

COLUMNS

Is a green solution turning into a boondoggle?

We have met the robots and they are us
Lenore 
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E
arly voting seems to 
have caught on with the 
electorate. At least 37 
states have some form of 

early voting. Millions of regis-
tered voters are taking advan-
tage of the opportunity to vote 
early.

The states for the most part 
have different times for voting 
early. Those who voted early 
will not have to vote on Elec-
tion Day, Nov. 8.

Here in New York state the 
concept of one-day voting re-

mains in effect. We also con-
tinue to require that a person 
voting in a party primary has 
to be a registered member of 
that party.

Early voting could lead to 
several problems, including a 
person voting one way on the 
early ballot, and then chang-
ing his mind and wanting to 
vote in the general election for 
a different candidate. 

There is a possibility that 
early voting trends will be-
come known to some politi-
cal leaders who will pass the 
information on to various 
candidates. That would have 
an effect on the final election 
results.

It could be said that this 
form of voting will at times 
lead to confusion at the poll-
ing places. The main reason 

for early voting is to make it 
easier for the voters. However, 
keeping control of the system 
and having a well-organized 
procedure is more important. 
To handle the large number of 
people voting, perhaps it could 
be held on two days instead of 
one, such as on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

Having early votes cast and 
waiting for weeks until the 
main general election, could 
lead to votes being lost or mis-
placed.

Here in New York we do 
have absentee voting in which 
voters can send in their votes 
to the Board of Elections. 
Again the idea is to make 
it easier for the voters. The 
Board of Elections cannot be 
absolutely sure that the absen-
tee vote came from the person 
who signed it. 

In New York City when 
there is a close election the 
result is usually decided by 
counting absentee ballots. 
This procedure sometimes 
takes weeks. Having absentee 
ballots decide the outcome of 
elections is not the best way to 
achieve election results. 

It is time for the state legis-
latures to improve their state 
election systems. We want to 
make voting easy and to do it 
in a timely manner. But the in-
tegrity of our democratic val-
ues must be maintained.

Voter registration has be-
come another problem, in 
terms of removing inactive 
voters from the registration 
list to make sure that all those 
who are registered are valid. 
Hopefully, our democratic vot-
ing procedure will improve as 
voting technology advances.

Our democratic voting sys-
tem has brought our govern-
ment some great leaders as 
we can see in reviewing our 
national history. These lead-
ers have made our country 
the leading superpower of the 
world.

W
ith a contentious elec-
tion just days away, 
some Americans are 
increasingly con-

cerned about the integrity of 
the voting process as well as 
their access to the ballot box.  
Although for supporters of 
Republican nominee Donald 
Trump, this presents an un-
founded and nihilistic belief 
in a “rigged election,” for some 
Americans there are concerns 
that they may face discrimina-
tion or intimidation at polling 
places.  For others, a basic 
right of access – a ballot they 
can understand, is not guar-
anteed.

The American Commu-
nity Survey, a data collection 
effort that branched off from 
the U.S. Census in 2005, is 
administered to 3.5 million 
households a year and tracks 
ancestry, education, language 
spoken at home, employment 
and other vital statistics.  The 
data provides insight on a 
number of public and private 

organizations and in theory 
helps policy makers formulate 
decisions.  One of the uses of 
the ACS data is to visualize 
communities of color through 
native languages. 

 A data visualization project 
by Brooklyn web developer Jill 
Hubley utilized the 2014 ACS 
data to map languages spo-
ken most frequently at home 
in New York City.  Though 
English is the language of the 
vast majority of households in 
New York City, with Spanish 
a distinct second, removing 
those two languages reveals a 
fascinating look at the ethnic 
makeup of the city, from pock-
ets of Italian in Howard Beach 
and the Rockaways, to broad 
stretches of Chinese and Ko-
rean-speaking households in 
eastern Queens. 

A lack of specificity in the 
survey questions is the likely 
reason why Richmond Hill 
and Jackson Heights are cat-
egorized by “Other Indic Lan-
guages,” rather than Bengali 
or Punjabi.  The visualization 
went on display at the Queens 
Museum the weekend of Oct. 
29- 30, in the Geospatial Infor-
mation Systems exhibit enti-
tled Map Mosaic: From Queens 
to the World.  The map can be 
viewed online at jillhubley.
com/project/nyclanguages.

What does this mean for 
the elections?  The city Board 
of Elections has struggled thus 
far with a mandate to provide 
ballot translation and access to 
interpreters for elections.  Pur-
suant to the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act, a municipality must pro-
vide translation when 10,000 
persons or 5 percent of voting 
age persons constitute a sin-
gle-language minority or are 
Limited English Proficient.  
Though the U.S. Supreme 
Court struck down provisions 
of the act in 2013, the city has 
continued to administer this 
access requirement, particu-
larly for Russian, Bengali, 
Punjabi and Hindi. The city 
has also made recent efforts 
to increase access to trans-
lated voter registration forms.  
Though serious incidents have 
largely been avoided, there are 
recorded cases of voters being 
sent home from polling places, 
improperly asked for identifi-
cation and faced with depleted 
supplies of translated ballots.  

Some organizations, such 
as the APA VOICE coalition, 
made up of civic engagement 
groups in the borough, at-
tempt to raise turnout, par-
ticularly in Asian-American 
communities, where in 2014, 
according to the organization, 
just 14.9 percent of registered 

Asian American voters cast 
ballots.  The organization 
also notes that in addition to 
having the lowest turnout by 
racial group, nearly a third of 
these voters are unaffiliated 
and therefore unable to partic-
ipate in the party primaries.  
Nationally, civil rights groups 
such as Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice have set up 
voter hot lines to assist voters 
seeking information in eight 
languages.  

An April 2016 report from 
city Comptroller Scott String-
er’s office also recommends 
a voter language hot line to 
assist voters, based on an ex-
isting model in Philadelphia.  
The report set out 16 points to 
improve voter reform in New 
York City.

There have been recorded 
cases of voter fraud in the Unit-
ed States this year.  However, 

the most egregious violations 
involve improper marking of 
ballots by election workers, as 
well as individuals attempting 
to vote twice, by absentee and 
then at polling sites.  As is the 
case each year, alleged talk-
ing points about non-citizens 
(or the deceased) voting in 
elections fail to materialize, 
consigned to innuendo and the 
talking points of the far right.  
These claims have no place 
when it comes to protecting 
the rights of the newest Amer-
ican citizens to participate in 
elections.  Voters who do face 
barriers to language assis-
tance or are intimidated at the 
polls may file a complaint with 
the Civil Rights Bureau of the 
New York State Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, which handles 
violations of the Voting Rights 
Act.

COLUMNS

Early voting is a process whose time has come

Data shows Queens’ complex electoral map 
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Though serious incidents have largely 
been avoided, there are recorded 

cases of voters being sent home from 
polling places, improperly asked for 

identifi cation and faced with depleted 
supplies of translated ballots.

We want to make 
voting easy. But 
the integrity of 
our democratic 
values must be 

maintained
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BY BILL PARRY

Students and teachers at 
PS 85 will finally enjoy some 
peace and quiet, and some cool 
air, too, thanks to a $125,000 
grant from the New York State 
Assembly. All classrooms 
with windows facing the el-
evated subway tracks over 
31st Street are getting air con-
ditioners, Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
announced last week.

“For far too long, teachers 
and students have been forced 
to choose between stifling heat 
if they keep windows closed or 
interrupted lessons from the 
noise of passing subway trains, 
when they open the windows,” 
Simotas said. “The choice be-
tween these two atrocious con-
ditions was an impediment to 
learning. I’m proud I was able 
to secure funding through the 
Assembly to finally end the 
long-running battle that par-
ents and teachers have waged 
to end the noise pollution at PS 
85 in Astoria.”

When the school was built 
in 1907 there was no subway 
line along 31st Street. The el-
evated line went into service 
in 1917 so for nearly 100 years 
the teachers and students had 
to choose between heat and 
noise.

“The noise pollution en-
dured by our children has al-
ways been a major concern to 
families and the school com-
munity, and we all worked in 
unison to get where we are 
today,” PS 85 Principal Ann 
Gordon-Chang said. “I am ex-
tremely elated that classrooms 
are being equipped with air 
conditioners.”

The Department of Educa-
tion installed sound-absorb-
ing acoustic tiles on the school 
walls and two years ago the 
MTA installed noise dampen-
ers and other measures, but 
the problem persisted. Last 
moth 31 air conditioners were 
installed and the remaining 
10 will be in place by the end 
of the year, ensuring a better 
learning environment this 

spring. 
“This is incredibly good 

news for students and teach-
ers who will no longer have 
to choose between the lesser 
of two equal evils,” PS 85 Par-
ent’s Association President 

Lisa Tapper said. “With air 
conditioners, students’ focus 
will increase, they’ll learn bet-
ter and will no longer stumble 
out of stifling hot classrooms 
like a pile of goo.”

 Arlene L. Bronzaft, Ph.D, 

an environmental psycholo-
gist who has been studying the 
effects of noise on behavior and 
health for more than 30 years, 
published a ground break-
ing study in 1975 of students 
at a Manhattan school near 
the elevated  No. 1 line that 
found students in classrooms 
that faced subway tracks per-
formed measurably worse on 
reading tests than students on 
the quiet side of the building.

“With my early research 
and other academic studies 
demonstrating that noise can 
intrude on classroom learn-
ing, I am pleased that PS 85, 
which is situated so close to 
the elevated train tracks, will 
now have air conditioners,” 
Bonzaft said. “Teaching and 
learning will be far less im-
pacted by passing train noise 
during the warm months with 
windows that can now remain 
closed.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas announces air conditioners have 
been installed at PS 85 in Astoria to cut down the noise from the elevat-
ed subway tracks on 31st Street. Courtesy Simotas' office

Relief for students, teachers at Astoria school
Air conditioners installed at PS 85 after decades of subway noise and steamy classrooms

www.Addabbo2016.com   -   718-322-3500
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Vote for Joe on Election Day, Tuesday, November 8th
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Gets It Done!
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BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

The high-stakes drama of 
the presidential election this 
year should not overshadow 
the fact that Queens has 19 
contested races Nov. 8 at the 
congressional and state levels.

For the first time in recent 
memory Republicans are chal-
lenging Democratic incum-
bents in 17 matches for seats 
in the state Senate and the As-
sembly.  Two Assembly spots 
are open: Democrat Barbara 
Clark, who represented Dis-
trict 33, died in February and 
Democrat Philip Goldfeder of 
the 23rd District is leaving for 
a  job in the private sector.

Under former Congressman 
Bob Turner, the Queens Repub-
lican Party has been rebuilt 
following years of infighting 
that reduced the clout of the 
GOP flag bearer and its ability 
to field candidates. Turner was 
appointed chairman in March 
2015 and given a mandate to re-
unite the fractured party.

The race between Hillary 
Clinton and Queens-born Don-
ald Trump for the White House 
is expected to draw significant 

numbers of borough voters to 
the polls after abysmal turn-
out levels in the three prima-
ries earlier this year.

 Among the most closely 
watched contests is the bout 
between Democrat Tom Suozzi 
and Republican Jack Martins 
for the 3rd Congressional 
District, which covers part of 
eastern Queens. The two Nas-
sau politicians are vying to fill 
the seat held by U.S. Rep. Steve 

Israel (D-Oakland Gardens), 
who is leaving government. 

 In September a Republi-
can challenger to Martins was 
knocked off the primary ballot 
after a protracted legal battle, 
clearing the way for the two-
man race to proceed.

Several other members 
of the Queens congressional 
delegation - U.S. Reps. Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 

Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
and Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
- face nominal challenges from 
their Republican opponents.

The race is on in western 
Queens to fill the seat lost by 
Assemblywoman Marge Mar-
key (D-Maspeth),  who suffered 
a stunning defeat at the hands 
of political newcomer Brian 
Barnwell in the Democratic 
primary. The main factor was 
her slow response in opposing 
the city’s unpopular decision 
to put a homeless shelter in 
Maspeth. 

 Barnwell is facing Repub-
lican Tony Nunziato, who has 
led the protests nightly against 
the shelter which Barnwell 
has joined, too.  The political 
rivals have become friends.  

Nunziato had tried unsuc-
cessfully to unseat Markey 
twice before.

 In southeast Queens Clyde 
Vanel won the five-way Demo-
cratic primary for Clark’s As-
sembly seat and now has two 
GOP rivals — Goldy-Francois 
Wellington and Leroy Gades-
en — with jobs as a key issue.

 Over in Ozone Park Stacey 
Pheffer Amato is running on 

the Democratic ticket against 
Republican Alan Zwirn for the 
Assembly seat to be vacated 
by Goldfeder.  Both first-time 
candidates are Rockaway resi-
dents and concerned about the 
pace of repairs on the peninsu-
la after Superstorm Sandy.

Assembly members David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows), 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing), Mi-
chael Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
and Rod Kim (D-Flushing) are 
facing a slate of Republican op-
ponents.

In the state Senate, where 
control hangs in the balance 
between the Republicans and 
the Democrats, 

Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) is up against 
Republican Michael Conigli-
aro, who challenged him in 
the last election.  The Maspeth 
shelter is also an issue in this 
contest as well as the delays in 
the Build It Back program to 
repair Sandy damage.

 In other Senate races, Sens. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
each face Republican contend-
ers.

BY MARK HALLUM

The state Senate races in 
northeast Queens have candi-
dates from both parties com-
peting for control over long-
held Democratic territory. On 
the ballot is Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and his opponent, 
Republican Mark Cipolla, as 
well as  Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) and her GOP chal-
lenger and Woodside resident, 
Carlos Giron.

Avella’s district stretches 
from College Point to Little 
Neck and south as far as Oak-
land Gardens, while Stavisky’s 
territory runs from Flushing 
up to Glen Oaks in the east 
over to Forest Hills, Woodside 
and Elmhurst.

Avella’s top issues in his re-
election campaign are the es-
calating homeless crisis, eth-
ics reform in government and 
improving the quality of life 
for his constituents. He has 
led the discussion on airplane 
noise, an invasive bioswale 

program and zombie homes 
in his district, but has stepped 
beyond to confront the ironies 
of de Blasio’s full shelter plan.

“You have to be in the shel-
ter to get the program. So if 
you’re on the street, you’re not 
eligible. But, meanwhile, they 
don’t want to go to the shelter 
because it’s not safe,” Avella 
said.

Progress has been seen at 
two hotel conversions in Bel-
lerose. where the homeless 
inhabitants are expected to be 
out by December.

Avella estimated there are 
about 200 abandoned prop-
erties in his district and he 
has led a crusade against the 
“zombie house” epidemic, 
which poses health and safety 
hazards for neighboring hom-
eowners who have spoken out 
about mosquitoes and other 
vermin attracted to unattend-
ed properties.

Cipolla is a former prosecu-
tor for the Brooklyn district at-
torney’s office and one of about 

20 candidates put forward by 
the Queens Republican Party 
to challenge Democratic in-
cumbent in a Democrat-con-
trolled borough.  He said he 
had never considered running 
for office before two years ago 
when he was first approached 
by party leaders but declined 
that time. He said he believes 
it is important for citizens to 
have a choice when election 
time comes and that “getting 
new blood in is good for the 
system.”

While many ethics reform 
advocates argue that pensions 
must be forfeited on top of the 
prison time and fines which 
are standard fare for officials 
convicted of corruption, that 
is not enough for Cipolla, He 
thinks heavier penalties are 
in order to discourage shady 
practice.

“Last I looked, Sen. Avella’s 
proposal was that you lose 
your pension from the act that 
you’re convicted for from that 
time forward. I don’t think 

that’s severe enough,” Cipolla 
said. “You should lose that en-
tire pension from the time you 
were elected.

 Seven-term incumbent 
Stavisky defeated her Demo-
cratic opponent S.J. Jung in 
September’s acrimonious pri-
mary and is looking to make 
affordable housing more ac-

cessible, bring campaign eth-
ics reform to the state, make 
higher education more attain-
able and alleviate congestion 
along the No. 7 train.

The affordable housing 
shortage is an issue Stavisky 
believes will see action soon. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo put $2 
billion in the state budget for 
affordable housing and the 
Senate approved the motion, 
Stavisky said. 

“I think there’s enough 
pressure now with the home-
less to decide what they’re go-
ing to do with the money,” she 
said.

Stavisky is teaming up with 
state Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli to clean up Albany by 
closing the LLC loophole, a 
gray area which regards LLCs 
as individuals, allowing con-
tributors to set up multiple 
business entities to channel 
funds from the same source to 
a candidate.

She is also determined to 
pass the DREAM Act to al-

Voting with Mom in Briarwood.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Republicans are challenging Democratic incumbents all over Queens. 
Photo by Michael Shain

In northeast Queens, incumbents face challenges

A rebuilt GOP gets competitive
2016 QUEENS VOTERS’ GUIDE
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RE-ELECT OUR CONGRESSMAN
DEMOCRAT GREGORY MEEKS

AS OUR CONGRESSMAN, GREGORY MEEKS IS THE LEADER WE NEED.
RE-ELECT GREGORY MEEKS FOR CONGRESS

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH, 2016
Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks

VALUES WE CAN TRUST
EXPERIENCE THAT DELIVERS
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BY BILL PARRY

For the first time in nearly 
20 years, Margaret Markey’s 
name will not appear on the 
ballot for the State Assembly 
and now voters in Woodside, 
Maspeth and Middle Village 
are choosing between a first 
time candidate and a longtime 
civic leader to replace her. 
Brian Barnwell, a 30-year-old 
attorney from Woodside who 
stunned the Democratic party 
when he upset Markey in the 
primary, is facing Republican 
nominee Tony Nunziato, 59, 
a self-described “man of com-
mitment” and small business 
owner in Maspeth.

“I feel good, but no one 
should ever take anything 
for granted,” Barnwell said of 
his campaign that has built 
up an impressive dossier of 
union endorsements, from the 
building trade councils to the 
Uniformed Officers Unions, 
including the PBA.

“I am proud to have the sup-
port of these unions,” he said. 
“As somebody who comes from 
a family of union members, the 
endorsements mean a lot to me 
personally.”

The endorements failed to 

impress Nunziato, who has 
been performing a balancing 
act by juggling his campaign 
with his duties as chairman 
of the Maspeth-Middle Village 
Task Force, which organizes 
the protests against the city’s 
homeless shelter policies each 
night at the Maspeth Holiday 
Inn Express.

“It sounds crazy but I’ve 
been so focused on the rallies 

each night I didn’t have the 
time to reach out for endorse-
ments,” Nunziata said. “I know 
that all of the civic leaders of 
the community are endorsing 
me and I feel good about that. 
I don’t need some labor leader 
from Long Island endorsing 
me when I have the backing of 
the local civics.”

In other western Queens 
races, state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) is running 
against Republican Marvin 
Jeffcoat, a U.S. Army veteran 
and facilities manager from 
Woodside.

“Western Queens is more 
than just a neighborhood, it 
is like a family that comes to-
gether to improve each other’s 
lives and look out for each oth-
er’s well-being,” Gianaris said. 
“I have the honor of represent-
ing so many of my neighbors 
in Astoria, Long Island City, 
Sunnyside, Woodside, Ridge-
wood and Woodhaven, and 
working alongside them on 
the important issues about 
which we care passionately. I 
hope the people of our commu-
nity have faith in my record 
fighting for better schools, im-
proving transit and housing 
opportunities and achieving 

historic progress to ensure en-
vironmental protection.”

Jeffcoat said he is “sick and 
tired” of the one party rule in 
western Queens.

“They haven’t done any-
thing for us.  Instead they’re 
leading us into a welfare state 
that will bankrupt us all,” he 
said. “I want to give my kids 
a chance at the American 
Dream. These politicians are 
great at making laws, but they 
never check to see if they’re 
working. That’s where my 
military training with after-
action reports will help. We’ll 
see what worked and what 
didn’t.”

Jeffcoat would make edu-
cation his primary focus as a 
champion of charter schools 
and private school vouchers.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) is running 
against Republican nominee 
Jesus Gonzalez, to keep his 
seat.

“Since my election to the 
state Senate, we have opened 
more than 7,000 individual 
constituent cases on a variety 
of issues, ranging from  quality 
of life and safety to immigra-
tion, housing and transpor-
tation,” Peralta said. “I will 

continue to fight for affordable 
housing, to build more schools 
upon the eight new schools we 
already built, to give our kids 
a quality education.”

Yet overcrowding continues 
to plague every school in the 
district, which includes Jack-
son Heights, Corona and East 
Elmhurst, according to Gon-
zalez. The first-time candidate 
works at a Jackson Heights 
travel agency and has lived in 
each of the neighborhoods in 
the last eight years since mov-
ing from Puerto Rico, where 
he was a firefighter.

“As a community activist 
I’ve been talking to the people 
and learning of the concerns 
— not enough schools, not 
enough teachers,” Gonzalez 
said. “We need more English 
as Second Language classes 
for all of the immigrants and 
we don’t have a lot of parks so 
the kids are always sitting at 
home. There is a high crime 
rate in each of these neighbor-
hoods and the current senator 
is not doing anything to ad-
dress that.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
On Election Day, voters 

will choose to fill the New 
York State Assembly seat left 
vacant by the death of Assem-
blywoman Barbara Clark. The 
race is one of several in the 
southeast Queens area.

Clyde Vanel, an attorney 
and community advocate, won 
a hard-fought Democratic pri-
mary campaign in September 
against four other challenges 
to win the nomination from 
the party. 

Clark died in February af-
ter serving in the State Legis-
lature since 1986. The district 
she represented includes parts 
of Cambria Heights, Glen Oaks, 
Queens Village, Rosedale and 
Springfield Gardens. Vanel 
stressed that he wanted to help 
downtown Jamaica become a 
bustling area for industry and 
quality employment, using the 
term “Silicon Jamaica.”

“How are we addressing the 

need to be able to have careers, 
to be able to start businesses, 
to sustain ourselves in New 
York City?” he said. “We need 
to ensure that our community 
can get good-paying jobs right 
here.”

Vanel will face Republican 
challenger Goldy-Francois 
Wellington, who is also run-
ning on the Conservative 
Party ticket. Leroy Gadsden, 
the head of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People’s Jamaica 
branch, is also on the ballot for 
the seat, under the “NIP-New 
Ideas” party. Gadsden briefly 
considered running for the 
seat in the Democratic prima-
ry, but opted against a run.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) is facing a gen-
eral election challenge for his 
seat in the 14th District, which 
includes parts of Jamaica, 
Hollis, Cambria Heights, St. 
Albans and Queens Village. 
Comrie ran unopposed in 

the Democratic primary but 
will be facing a challenger in 
the general election. Comrie 
served as a New York City 
councilman for 11 years before 
running for the state senate in 
2013 and winning the election. 

Comrie is facing Republi-
can challenger Jarret Free-
man, who currently works as 
a representative at the United 

Nations Pathway for Peace, 
and stresses maintaining in-
frastructure, keeping streets 
safe and expanding funding 
for early childhood education. 
Freeman said he had heard 
concerns about hotels in the 
area being used by the city 
to house homeless individu-
als, and pledged to created a 
bipartisan commission on the 

issue.
“I think that we really have 

to be cognizant of who we’re 
putting in office, not just at 
the presidential level but at 
the local level,” he said. “A 
lot of Democrats came up to 
me and were impressed with 
the things I want to do here in 
southeast Queens.”

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) is in 
a general election primary, 
though it is against the same 
challenger he faced during 
the Democratic primary. Adri-
enne Adams, who is the chair-
woman of Community Board 
12, which includes much of 
Jamaica, is running on the 
Woman’s Equality party line.

The general election will 
be held on Nov. 8. To find out if 
you are registered and to find 
your proper polling place, vis-
it https://nyc.pollsitelocator.
com/search, which has been 
set up by the New York City 
Board of Elections.

Checking over the voter rolls in Holliswood. Photo by Michael Shain 

Voting stations at the 
ready in Middle Village.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

General election includes race to fi ll Clark seat

Barnwell vs Nunziato fi ght for Markey’s seat
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On November 8th, Re-Elect

ASSEMBLYMAN 

DAVID 
WEPRIN
Democrat - 24th Assembly District

A powerful voice for taxpayers, 
seniors, students, and all 

working families.
Facebook: @DavidWeprin | Twitter: @DavidWeprin

VOTE 
ALAN ZWIRN
FOR STATE ASSEMBLY

A Career Educator
Not A Politician

Will Challenge The Establishment
End Common Core

Fix The Schools
Support The Police

Lower Taxes And Regulations
Expand Transportation Options

“It’s About The Community”
www.zwirn4assembly.com
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FLIPFLIP

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) has company in his mis-
sion to clean up Roosevelt Avenue of its 
decades-old crime and quality-of-life 
issues. 

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) and state Assemblyman Michael 
DenDekker (D-East Elmhurst) joined 
Peralta in Woodside Tuesday to an-
nounce his multi-pronged legislation to 
crack down on “bad actor” businesses.   
was amended to include the entire cor-
ridor from 48th Street to 114th Street.

“Roosevelt Avenue is in a state of 
disarray. After years of abandonment, 
this commercial corridor, unfortunate-
ly, has become the old Times Square of 
the 21st century,” Peralta said. “Crimi-
nal activity is far too common, and bad 
actors blend in with thousands and 
thousands of hardworking New York-
ers.”

The three lawmakers are now 
pushing legislation that would estab-
lish a Roosevelt Avenue Commission 
that would bring together community 
boards, the NYPD, the FDNY and city 
state agencies such as the State Liquor 
Authority to develop a plan of action 
within a year. Another measure calls 
for the City Council to increase the 
Department of Consumer Affairs bud-
get on enforcement and for the SLA 
to raise fines for operating without a 
cabaret license from $1,000 to $10,000  
increasing funds for investigations of 
$2 dance bars that attract drug use, 
prostitution and other crimes.

“Time and time again, local resi-

dents and good businesses have coped 
with acts of violence and criminal 
activity along Roosevelt Avenue,” 
Gianaris said. “These recurring prob-
lems continue to negatively affect our 
quality of life. It is important we have 
a neighborhood where people feel safe 
and unscrupulous operators are held 
accountable for their violations.”

DenDekker said many new busi-
nesses and restaurants had opened 
along Roosevelt Avenue in recent years 
only to find people staying away from 
the corridor after dark.

“They feel they’ve made a bad in-
vestment,” he said. “Creating a safer 
Roosevelt Avenue is a high priority for 
myself and my colleagues, but it will 
require hard work and cooperation.”

Meanwhile, DenDekker’s legisla-
tion recognizing garbage trucks as 
‘“hazard vehicles,” the same as police 
cars and fire trucks, became state law 
Tuesday regulating how motorists 
behave when driving near them. Gar-
bage collection is the fifth most dan-
gerous job in the country, with 35 fatal 
injuries per 100,000 people, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

“This law will help protect both pub-
lic and private sector sanitation work-
ers as they do their jobs,” DenDekker 
said. “As a former member of the De-
partment of Sanitation, I know first-
hand how dangerous this work can be. 
By passing this law, we are asking New 
Yorkers to be mindful of those who are 
working in the streets every day and 
ensuring that sanitation workers have 
the safest work environments that they 
can.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (l to r), state Sen. Jose Peralta and Assemblyman Michael 
DenDekker join forces to fix the Roosevelt Avenue corridor. Photo by Bill Parry

Roosevelt cleanup 
to cover Woodside
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nearly a year and a half. If I’m elected 
I’ll make sure that if taxpayers want 
to pay for education, the City, State 
and the Department of Education will 
need to spend it on education instead 
of wasting it on projects like Citi Bikes, 
or extending select bus service or so 
called “transit projects”

Assemblyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) is running against 
Republican businessman Ira Harris. 
He said his constituents frequently 
come to him with quality-of-life com-
plaints. 

“There are a lot of quality-of-life is-
sues we deal with on a regular basis,” 
he said. “We have two storefront of-
fices, one off of Union Turnpike, and 
one in Richmond Hill. We constantly 
get people walking in off the street 
and help them deal with issues. People 
have water and sewer problems, traffic 
conditions in certain streets aren’t up 
to par, we get street lights, stop signs 
safety concerns.”

 He went on to say that he gets in-
volved in city issues since he served 
as a city councilman for a number of 
years.

 “I know who to call, how to deal 
with city agencies as much as state 
agencies. I always told my staff if some-
one calls my office, we handle it. I feel 
that as a local elected official, it’s my 
responsibility.”

 Harris, who owns a signs and aw-
ning company, said his business ex-
perience will make him an effective 
leader. 

“I’m a businessman,” he said, “so 
I get results on a weekly basis, I have 
to meet deadlines and be responsible. I 
get things done. That’s what I could do 
for the state, for the people. I’m a can-
didate for the people, not for Albany. 
The people are frustrated, I’m running 
on lowering taxes because people want 
lower taxes, they want to do more with 
less money and as a business owner 
that’s what sometimes I have to do. 
When the economy is bad and business 
isn’t coming in, I have to figure things 
out, I can’t just raise my prices.  Poli-
ticians just tax more to bring in more 
money.”

 Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing) represents New York’s 40th Dis-
trict, covering areas of Flushing, 
Queensboro Hill and Murray Hill,  is 
running against the GOP’s Miriam Ro-
driguez, who could not be located. His 
focus is helping small businesses. 

“I represent the most number of 
mom-and-pop business in the state,” 
he said “These small businesses gen-
erate so much revenue for the city and 
state, but they are ignored. New York 
City ranks at the bottom of the list in 
the country for being pro small busi-
ness. Sooner or later we’re going to lose 
these mom-and-pops and we’re going to 
suffer. We need to reverse this trend.  
What we’ve done is give all these big 
corporations endless breaks to stay 
in the state, yet we’re overburdening 
small businesses with taxes and over-
regulation.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Continued from Page 5 

Assembly

low undocumented immigrants to get 
financial aid through New York State 
Tuition Assistance Program.

A former sports journalist, Giron 
decided to pursue public affairs and 
run for office, which he said is as much 
his obligation to the community as vot-
ing.

Giron is running for the first time 
to advocate for small business own-
ers; give young immigrants access to 
education by passing the DREAM Act; 
electoral reform, such as term limits 

and providing public financing to can-
didates for office at the state level;  and 
support charter and Catholic schools 
in the district to give parents educa-
tion options while taking the pressure 
off overcrowded schools.

“I am not any anti-government Re-
publican. I highly value and respect 
all of the government services that are 
provided by New York state and New 
York City, and the federal government 
as well. The government provides es-
sential services that New Yorkers need. 
From infrastructure to government as-
sistance for the elderly, to funding for 
students,” Giron said, “I am identical 
to the Democrats in that regard.”

many homeless shelter regulations.
“I would look to do a full-scale au-

dit of DHS and find out all the money 
that’s being spent and wasted that 
could be allocated to [passing home-
less legislation and funding Section 
8],” Conigliaro said.

The Republican candidate volun-
teered at the Sacred Heart Parish in 
Glendale for a decade, and would like 
to see faith-based shelters replace 
homeless shelters as a low-cost option 
during the three years he said it will 

take him to implement his intentions 
for homeless reform.

Conigliaro said Build it Back is not 
only broken and in need of auditing, 
but it is also a bureaucratic nightmare 
from the ground up. Many people who 
should have received funds from the 
Hurricane Sandy relief were forced 
to put months rent and security down 
on housing before they could be reim-
bursed by Build it Back, all the while 
paying mortgage on their homes which 
are unlivable. Many constituents in 
the district have experienced trouble 
contacting case workers from Build 
it Back and their problems often re-
mained unresolved years later.

Continued from Page 18 

Continued from Page 9 

NE Queens

Conigliaro
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- Michael W. Conway

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Connect to Your Future  
at

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451
Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/04/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

689 miles, Stk#29008,

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/04/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000
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Forest Hills remembers the Ramones

Tommy Ramone's senior yearbook picture, circa 1967, notes the drum-
mer and producer-to-be was already into electronics. 

The City Council member for Forest Hills, Karen Koslowitz, worked for years to get the street in the front of the 
high school named for the band, though she admits it’s not exactly her music.

The Ramones fans at last Sunday's 
street renaming came in all ages 
and ethnicities.

Mickey Leigh, brother of Joey Ramome, points to the street and notes 
that Forest Hills High School's other famous musical grads, Paul Simon 
and Art Garfunkel, don't have a street named for them. (P.S. City rules 
stipulate the honoree must be dead before it considers a renaming.)

Captain Sensible of legendary British punk rock band The Damned (l) 
and a Swedish woman representing The Ramones International Fan Club 
speak about what it was like growing up with their music.

Preparing to unveil the new street sign in the front of Forest Hills High School honoring The Ramones, hun-
dreds gathered for a chance to remember the band.

Songwriter George David Weiss wrote "What a Wonderful World" for 
Louis Armstrong but Joey Ramone in 2002 also made it into an unfor-
gettable single. "It was actually my favorite version," says Weiss' son, 
Bobby, who attended the street renaming with daughter Olivia. 

Photos by Michael Shain
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LATE

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Annual Commemoration of Kristallnacht and Recommitment to Combating Anti-Semitism and Hatred

The Holocaust In American Film With Film Clips from the Speaker

PROFESSOR ANNETTE INSDORF | Keynote Speaker | Columbia University

November 6, Sunday, 3–5 pm | Goldstein Theatre | Free and open to the public.
Annette Insdorf, an internationally 

renowned educator and author, is a 

professor in the Graduate Film Program 

of Columbia University’s School of 

the Arts. She served as Director of 

Undergraduate Film Studies for 27 

years. From 1990 to 1995, she was Chair 

of the Graduate Film Division, and is 

the recipient of the 2008 Award for 

Excellence in Teaching from Columbia’s 

School of General Studies. She taught film 

history and criticism at Yale University 

from 1975 to 1988.

Dr. Insdorf is the author of Double 

Lives, Second Chances: The Cinema of 

Krzysztof Kieslowski; Francois Truffaut, a 

study of the French director’s work; and 

the landmark study, Indelible Shadows: 

Film and the Holocaust (with a foreword 

by the late Elie Wiesel). For the updated 

third edition she received the National 

Board of Review’s William K. Everson 

Award in Film History in 2003. Her most 

recent book is Philip Kaufman, which film 

critic Leonard Maltin called “a thoughtful, 

scholarly study of one of America’s most 

underrated filmmakers.” 

Prof. Insdorf has served as a juror at 

international film festivals, including 

Berlin, Galway, Locarno, and Jerusalem, 

and is the panel moderator at the annual 

Telluride Film Festival in Colorado. 

In her popular “Reel Pieces” series at 

the Manhattan 92nd Street Y, she has 

interviewed over 200 film celebrities. 

Hercommentaries on prominent 

filmmakers can be heard on DVD.

She was born in Paris to Holocaust 

Survivors and is an alumna of Queens 

College, where she earned her BA; 

she later received her PhD from Yale 

University as a Danforth Fellow. 

The program will include a candle-lighting 

ceremony with Holocaust survivors and 

subsequent generations, including the 

Center for Ethnic, Racial & Religious 

Understanding, who will carry the torch 

for remembrance and commitment to 

combat Anti-Semitism and Hatred. In 

addition there will be a multicultural 

invocation and musical interludes.

Presented by the Resnick Family and Sinai 
Chapels, Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY.
Organized by Queens College’s 
Center for Jewish Studies and the 
Center for Ethnic, Racial & Religious 
Understanding, the Queens Jewish 
Community Council, Kupferberg 
Holocaust Research Center and 
Archives at Queensborough 
Community College, and others.

ANNUAL KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION

For additional information on this series or other programs sponsored by the Center for Jewish Studies,  
please call 718-997-5730 or 718-997-4530.
For LeFrak Concert Hall, there is free parking in Lot 15 on Reeves Avenue (behind the Music Building) and easy elevator access to the concert hall.

www.qc.cuny.edu/centerforjewishstudies | 718-997-5730/4530

CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES AT QUEENS COLLEGE

CULTURE & ARTS FALL 2016

For Goldstein Theatre, there is free parking in Lot 15 on Reeves Avenue (behind the Music Building). Walk east to the corner of Kissena Boulevard 
and the Long Island Expressway to enter the campus for the Goldstein Theatre.
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needs at the forefront of our agenda as 
we work to make a real difference in 
people’s lives.”

Spotorno is the co-founder of the 
Bring Our Jobs Home organization 
that advocates for returning some of 
the millions of lost manufacturing 
and call center jobs back to the United 
States, and supports American compa-
nies that are doing the right thing and 
still making it in America.

“Millions of Americans no longer 
have a chance at the American Dream, 
because they can’t find a good paying 
job with benefits,” Spotorno said. “I’m 
running because the people of Queens 
and the Bronx need a congressman 
who will work to pass legislation in 
Washington that will encourage cor-
porations to bring their jobs home, 
and help keep the existing jobs we still 
have here in the district.

Spotorno worked with the owners 
of the ISIS Cafe to change their name.  
It is now called the Rose Cafe. He has 
also worked to rebuild a bocce court in 
Astoria Park.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-As-
toria) has served in Congress since 
1992 and built a reputation as one of 
the most prolific lawmakers on Capitol 
Hill, improving infrastructure, fight-
ing for health care, and women’ and 
childrens’ rights.

“I have passed more than 70 mea-
sures including landmark legislation 
like the James Zadroga 9/11 Health 
and Compensation Act, which pro-
vides health coverage for 9/11 victims 
and first responders,” Maloney said.  
“When I first ran for Congress, I did it 
because I wanted to improve the lives 
of my constituents. I am running for 
re-election because I want to continue 
to work for my constituents.”

 Maloney is facing Republican Rob-
ert Ardini, a former marketing ex-
ecutive who has operated a small pub-
lishing business for nearly a decade. 
Ardini’s primary campaign issue is 
the national debt.

“The national debt is way out of con-
trol. If we don’t stop the insanity now, 
we may find ourselves bankrupt like 
Greece,” Ardini said. “All the money 
we’re spending on interest on the debt 
we should be spending on roads and 
bridges, surveillance to combat terror-
ism, reducing taxes, and paying down 

that debt. And if we don’t get a handle 
on it, it will just grow. We have to start 
balancing the budget. It’s that simple.

Ardini’s secondary campaign is-
sues are congressional gridlock and 
term limits.

“My Democrat opponent has been 
a member of the House for 23 consecu-
tive years,” he said. “That can’t be 
what our founders intended.”

In southeast Queens, U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) has been chal-
lenged for his congressional seat by Mi-
chael O’Reilly, a Marine Corps veteran 
and airline pilot. The district includes 
the Rockaway peninsula as well as parts 
of Broad Channel, Hollis, Jamaica, Lau-
relton, Saint Albans, Springfield Gar-
dens and South Ozone Park. 

Meeks worked as an assistant dis-
trict attorney and was a legislator in 
the state Assembly prior to his success-
ful run for Congress in 1998, and he 
has been representing the 5th District 
since that time. He currently sits on 
the committees of financial services 
and foreign affairs in Congress, and 
said he intended to continue working 
to entice industry and jobs to areas 
like downtown Jamaica and the Rock-
aways, as well as help craft a transpor-
tation infrastructure bill.

“I’ll continue to focus on some sen-
sible gun control laws,” Meeks said, 
pledging to try to close loopholes that 
allow criminals to bring guns in from 
out-of-state. He said he could not imag-
ine Donald Trump winning the presi-
dency, and said it would be important 
for Democrats in Congress to balance 
the power in Washington if he won.

“The Democratic role would be to 
save our republic,” he said. “We want 
to make sure that we’re a body that 
puts a check on the executive branch 
of government and make sure that de-
mocracy is preserved.”

O’Reilly, in addition to his Marine 
Corps stint, is also a practicing attor-
ney and in the past has been a pilot for 
Delta Airlines Express. On his web-
site, O’Reilly asserts that he supports 
discontinuing Common Core, and ad-
vocates for setting Congressional term 
limits.

“If you are not happy with the way 
our politicians are handling the major 
problems that we all face every day 
in Queens, our neighborhood and in 
our country, then go out and vote this 
November - vote with your own heart 
and your own mind,” he wrote on his 
website.

LATE

sues. He said he wanted to work on a 
middle-class tax cut if elected.

“That includes cutting red tape and 
getting government out of the way, al-
lowing our businesses to do what they 
do best,” he said. “People make too 
many sacrifices everyday, and every-
day the government steps in and cre-
ates one more sacrifice, and it’s time it 
stopped.”

The attacks between the candidates 
accelerated in recent weeks, with Mar-

tins’ camp accusing Suozzi of closing 
Nassau County’s only inpatient ad-
diction treatment facility during his 
tenure as executive, while The Island 
Now reported that Suozzi’s campaign 
was questioning how the Martins cam-
paign paid for top campaign strate-
gists and attorneys, saying it indicated 
a lack of transparency.

A Newsday/Sienna College poll re-
leased on Oct. 8, showed Suozzi in the 
lead, 50 to 34 percent, with 15 percent 
undecided. The Martins campaign has 
indicated that internal polling indi-
cates a tighter race.

Continued from Page 4 

Suozzi/Martins

Continued from Page 4 

Crowley

MKT 16.188a

Sign
me up!

THE LOWEST 
COST Health 
PLAN in town.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!
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Parking Available

A s individuals age, various cir-
cumstances have to be reas-
sessed. A current living situa-

tion may not be meeting the needs of 
a senior who may be having diffi culty 
caring properly for himself. Families 
often consider senior residences to 
provide welcoming and safe environ-
ments for their loved ones during the 
golden years of their lives. These facil-
ities may range from independent liv-
ing homes with minimal care offered 
to nursing homes that provide more 
intensive care when needed. Some-
where in the middle lies assisted living 
homes, which blend the independence 
of personal residences with other ame-
nities, such as the housekeeping, med-
ication reminders, or meal services.

Assisted living can be a viable op-
tion when a person can no longer live 
alone, but such facilities come with a 
price. According to a Market Survey 
of Long-Term Care Costs conducted by 
MetLife, the national average for as-
sisted living base rates was $3,550 per 
month in 2012. In the 2015 Cost of Care 
Survey conducted by Genworth Fi-
nancial, the assisted living, national-
median monthly rate was now $3,600 
— and it’s only expected to grow. Af-
fording these homes and apartments 
can be challenging for those with fi xed 

incomes, but there are some strategies 
that can help.

The payment method that serves 
you best will depend on your unique 
circumstances, but there are options 
available:

Long-term care insurance: Long-
term care insurance is specialized 
insurance that is paid into and may 
cover the cost of assisted living facili-
ties and other medical care, depending 
on the policy. 

Personal savings: Some people 
have the means to pay for assisted liv-
ing with their own savings and retire-
ment nest eggs. However, it’s easy for 
savings to become depleted when fac-
ing a $40,000+ bill per year.

Life insurance: A fi nancial advi-
sor may advocate to pay for assisted 
living with a life insurance policy. 
Some companies enable you to cash 
out for “accelerated” or “living” bene-
fi ts, which usually is a buy-back of the 

policy for 50 to 75 percent of the face 
value. Other third parties may pur-
chase the policy for a settlement of a 
lump sum, again roughly 50 to 75 per-
cent of the policy’s face value, accord-
ing to Caring.com, an online source 
for support and information about the 
needs of aging people.

Location: Costs of assisted living 
facilities vary depending on location. 
It’s possible to get a lower monthly rate 
simply by choosing a facility in a dif-
ferent state.

Negotiation: Not all prices are set 
in stone. Speak with a manager at the 
facility and see if there is any price 
fl exibility or move-in incentives. You 
also may be able to get a lower rate by 
negotiating certain a-la-carte costs 
against all-inclusive pricing. Perhaps 
you do not need laundry or shopping 
services, and family members can fi ll 
in the gaps, reducing your bill.

Veteran’s benefi ts: Many veterans 
are eligible for care benefi ts that can 
offset the cost of assisted living care.

Rooms: Opting for a smaller room 
or sharing a space can keep costs down 
as well. See if shared rooms are a pos-
sibility.

Assisted living is a necessity for 
thousands of people. Explore the ways 
to fi nance this purchase.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Managing the costs of assisted living

Consider the different options available to help pay for assisted living services.

Nutrition is important for people of 
all ages, but it’s especially impor-
tant for men and women over the 

age of 50, who can dramatically improve 
their quality of life by eating a well-bal-
anced diet fi lled with vitamins and nutri-
ents. Though that may seem like common 
sense, research has shown that men and 
women in this age group, who are often 
referred to as baby boomers, are not nec-
essarily as healthy as they may seem. 

While the baby boomer generation, 
which is generally regarded as those peo-
ple born between 1946 and 1964, boasts 
longer life expectancies than any genera-
tion that came before them, some of that 
can likely be chalked up to advancements 
in medical care, including a booming 
pharmaceutical industry that seemingly 
has an antidote to every ailment. But a 
2013 study from researchers at the West 
Virginia University School of Medicine 
found that baby boomers are less healthy 
than the generation that immediately pre-
ceded them, tending to be more likely to 
have higher levels of hypertension, diabe-
tes and high cholesterol. While that news 
might be sobering, it’s never too late for 
men and women over 50 to start eating 
healthier diets, which can reduce their 
risk of a wide range of ailments, including 
heart disease, stroke and osteoporosis.

The following are a few ways men and 

women over 50 can alter their diets so 
their bodies are getting what they need to 
live long and healthy lives well into their 
golden years. As is always the case, men 
and women should discuss any potential 
changes to their diets with their physi-
cians to ensure the changes will be both 
effective and healthy.

Balance your diet. Kids hear of the 
benefi ts of a balanced diet seemingly 
from the moment they enter a classroom 
for the fi rst time, but many adults fail to 
heed that basic advice as they get fur-
ther and further away from kindergar-
ten. When changing your diet, be sure 
to include plenty of protein and carbohy-
drates. Protein maintains and rebuilds 
muscles, which is especially important 
for aging men and women who might fi nd 
themselves unable to keep up with the 
physical demands of everyday life as well 
as they used to. Including ample low-fat 
protein, which can be found in fi sh, eggs 
and low-fat dairy among other foods, will 
aid in muscle recovery, benefi tting aging 
athletes as well as those men and women 
over 50 who recently started exercising 
as a means to regaining their physical fi t-
ness. A diet lacking in suffi cient protein 
can contribute to muscle deterioration, 
arthritis and even organ failure, so it’s 
important for men and women to priori-
tize including protein in their diets.

Nutrition and aging
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ELDERCARE

Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 4–10, 201636    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The fifth anniversary of Resorts World Casino in Ozone Park is a four-
day extravaganza with every type of performer from a Van Halen trib-
ute group to a classical pianist. Between sets, the casino's staff rushed 
out for a group picture in the lobby.  Courtesy of Resorts World

The annual 5k Trot in the Ft Totten Park doesn't require run-
ners to wear a costume to compete—but few show up without 
one, if you notice.  Courtesy of the Bayside Historical Society

At the Halloween Party in Socrates Sculpture 
Park, Saul Vazquez (l) and brother Roman 
Vazquez are horsing around with one of the 
figures in the park.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

At the Bayside BID's Halloween on Bell party, it wasn't just 
the kids who dressed up for trick-or-treating. The annu-
al fest in front of the LIRR station on 41st Street included 
three bouncy houses, a pumpkin decorating booth and cos-
tume contest—age-appropriate, of course.  

Photoby Michael Shain 

Assemblyman Mike Miller (far r), Chancellor Carmen Farina (be-
hind the check) and U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez present an $11.5 
million check from the federal government to Queens School 
Districts 27 and District 29—including a prestigious magnet grant 
for PS 254 in Richmond Hill.  Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller

For National Principals Month, Maspeth High School, 
Principal Khurshid Abdul Mutakabbir hands out to 
teachers specially created lapel pins emblazoned with 
the school's coat of arms—a gesture to share credit 
with them for the school's success.  Twitter

That's Inspector Jefffrey Schiff, head of the 105th Precinct, 
on a motor scooter and tweeting this photo of a Sikh parade 
in southeast Queens for the birthday of Guru Nana, the 15th 
century guru who founded Sikhism.   Twitter 

The folks at the 106th Precinct tweeted this photo of their communi-
ty affairs officers at the Howard Beach Kiwanis’ Halloween Parade last 
weekend.   Twitter

Just a reminder that some things never change: 
a view of the platform at Grand Central Station 
from 1965—50 years ago!—tweeted by a city 
historical group.  Twitter
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Two years ago, a young, 
spirited entrepreneur from 
Corona started her own line 
of custom-made, handcrafted 
riding boots and Oxfords for 
stylish women and men. While 
it may have been a shot in the 
dark, the gamble turned out 
to be well worth any risks in-
volved.

Now that J.J. Gray Founder 
and CEO Jessica Perdomo has 
found success with her on-
line startup, she would like to 
share that positive karma by 
giving back. And what better 
time, now that the holidays are 
just around the corner? 

A life-shaping personal ex-
perience as a young teen is at 
the core of her desire to make 

an impact in the lives of those 
in need. As a tribute to her 
humble beginnings, she hopes 
to make some sneaker magic 
happen, once her special pro-
gram takes off. Perdomo would 
like to jumpstart a team effort 
(if she can find larger footwear 
companies to team up with), 
that would provide truckloads 
of cool sneakers to underprivi-
leged kids in the five boroughs. 

“My family was so hard-
working and always wanted 
to provide for me, so I started 
thinking about all the families 
who want to provide for their 
kids and give them what other 
kids have, but just can’t,” she 
said. “I thought about how im-
portant footwear is and how it 
really matters to young people. 
I can relate to them. I know 
their struggles.”

During a recent phone in-
terview from her downtown 
Manhattan apartment, which 
also serves as her work stu-
dio, Perdomo, 32, said she was 
extremely proud of her unique 
line of weather-resistant and 
artisan-crafted styles. She 
pointed out that it takes about 
eight weeks to make each hand-
stitched pair of boots or shoes, 
and that no two are alike. 

Continued on Page 42

TimesLedger, Nov. 4–10, 2016

Best foot 
forward

Jessica Perdomo (l) with Miss J Alexander from "America's Next Top Model" at the trunk show for her J.J. 
Gray line of boots and shoes during New York Fashion Week. Photo by Greggory Marshall 

Footwear designer 
from Corona makes 
an impact on both 
fashion and her 

community
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Thalia Hispanic Theatre — 
Two productions are running: 
“The History of Salsa,” a 
musical that features the 
award-winning Colombian 
dance company Cali Salsa 
Pal’ Mundo, and “We Women 
Do It Better Than Men,” 
for which the theater says 
“Come to fi nd out WHAT and 
you’ll have a great time.”
When: “The History of 
Salsa”—Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 4 and 5, Nov. 11 and 12 at 
8 pm; Sunday, Nov. 6 at 4 pm. 
“We Women Do It Better Than 
Men”—In Spanish: Wednesday, 
Nov. 9  and Friday, Nov. 11 at 
8 pm; Thursday, Nov. 10 at 
8 pm and Saturday, Nov. 12 
at 3 pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theater, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: “The History of 
Salsa”—$40; students and 
seniors, $37/ “We Women Do 
It Better Than Men,” $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

The LIC One-Act Festival — 
In this festival, programs of 
short plays  are presented 

and at the end of the evening 
the audience votes for their 
favorites. Eight plays will 
make it to the fi nals on Nov. 
13, and the winner is chosen 
by a panel of judges and the 
audience. Winners will be 
announced and awarded on 
the last night of the festival. 
When: Through Nov. 13
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St. Long Island 
City
Cost: $18 in advance, $20 
at door
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: secrettheatre.com

Blithe Spirit — Douglaston 
Community Theatre presents 
Noel Coward’s classic 
comedy of a clairvoyant 
and a man caught between 
his current wife and her 
deceased predecessor.
When: Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 4 and 5, Nov. 11 and 12 
at 8 pm
Where: Zion Church Parish 
Hall, Church Street off of 
Douglaston Parkway, 243-01 
Northern Blvd.. Douglaston
Cost: $17, adults: $15, seniors 
and students with ID
Contact: (718) 483-3332

Website: www.facebook.
com/Douglaston-Community-
Theatre-172148022797897/

My Fair Lady — This Lerner 
and Loewe musical, based on 
George Bernard Shaw’s 1913 
play “Pygmalion,” tells the 
story of how Professor Henry 
Higgins takes on the task 
of teaching an uneducated, 
rough mannered cockney 
fl ower seller, Eliza Doolittle.
When: Saturday, Nov. 5 and 
12 at 8 pm; Sundays, Nov. 6 
and 13 at 3 pm
Where: Theatre By The Bay, 
Bay Terrace Garden Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: Adults, $22; seniors (62+) 
and children (under 13), $20
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: theatrebythebay.
com

Two Trains Running — The 
seventh play in August 
Wilson’s Pittsburgh Cycle 
looks at changing attitudes 
toward race from the 
perspective of urban blacks.
When: Friday, Nov. 4 and 11, 
Saturday, Nov. 5 and 12 at 8 
pm; Sunday, Nov. 6 at 4 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 177th Street and 
Baisley Boulevard, Jamaica
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: blackspectrum.
com

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY MARK HALLUM

Lon Blais is bringing 
live performance back 
to Bayside with encore 
performances of his one-
man show “The Boy on 
the Bureau,” an autobio-
graphical drama about 
the playwright’s experi-
ence as the “white sheep” 
of his family in Danvers, 
Mass. The Bayside resi-
dent took over a vacant 
shop at 41-23 Bell Blvd. 
for the premiere of the 
show in September and 
will be returning to the 
same location on Nov. 4, 
5 and 6 at 8 p.m.

“The Boy on the Bu-
reau” was a bucket-list 
item for Blais who as-
pired to write and per-
form a play of his own, 
drawing inspiration 
from such performers 
as John Leguizamo and 
Spalding Gray, who both 
offered audiences inti-
mate stories about their 
upbringings in their per-
formances.

“The story is one of 
my escape from my fam-
ily. I come from a highly, 
highly disfunctional 
family,” Blais said, ex-
plaining the play is actu-
ally a prequel to the play 
he originally intended 
to write before realizing 
the importance of the sto-
ries of his upbringing. “I 
intended to tell about all 
my brothers’ and sisters’ 
perspectives on my fam-
ily, and I realized I had to 
write my own first.”

The family Blais 
comes from is worthy 
of stage drama, with 
nine children in the 
household. He is now 
estranged from many of 
his siblings.

“I am in my fam-
ily referred to—by my 
family—as the white 
sheep,” he said, adding 
that the nickname was 
an indication of his nor-
mality in the household. 
“I come from a family 
that has a lot of interest-
ing background... most 

of the time, it’s that one 
kid in a family of doctors 
who wants to be a piano 
player,” Blais said. “For 
me, it was being a family 
of highly disfunctional 
people, wanting to be 
normal.”

Blais’ hometown of 

Danvers was known 350 
years ago as Salem Vil-
lage, the location of the 
hysteria that led to serial 
executions of suspected 
witches. The playwright 
grew up across the street 
from the house once oc-
cupied by Rev. Samuel 

Parris, the father of two 
of the first girls accused 
during the Salem Witch 
Trials. According to the 
playwright, growing up 
in a haunted town had 
less to do with whether 
or not you believed in 
ghosts than with what 
the ghosts where you live 
did last night.

A recent performance 
of “The Crucible” forced 
Blais to reclaim the Mas-
sachusetts accent he had 
worked to ditch years 
ago. 

Blais has already 
received positive recog-
nition for “The Boy on 
the Bureau.” His perfor-
mance was described by 
the Bayside Times’ Ron 
Hellman as “reminiscent 
of the narrative skills of a 
Spalding Gray.” Hellman 
also said that “Blais held 
his audience’s rapt atten-
tion. He plans to take the 
play on the road.”

Blais, who describes 
himself as an actor, 
writer, director, teacher, 

life coach and long dis-
tance cyclist, is not only 
coming back to Bell Bou-
levard, but is also in ne-
gotiations for taking his 
show to a playhouse in 
Manhattan and a tour of 
various cities across the 
United States.

According to Blais, 
there are three differ-
ent kinds of actor: a shy 
person who lets loose on 
stage, an extrovert who 
needs no help dominat-
ing the atmosphere, and 
an introvert who behaves 
like an extrovert to dom-
inate the room. Blais per-
ceives himself to be the 
latter of the three.

“James Joyce once 
said that ‘the more spe-
cific you write something 
the more universal it be-
comes,’” Blais said of the 
reaction to his first per-
formance in September, 
where the positive reac-
tion from the audience 
encouraged him to bring 
his story to a broader au-
dience.

Lon Blais is bringing his play “Boy on the Bureau” back to 
Bell Boulevard for an encore. Courtesy Lon Blais

Making Bell Boulevard Bayside’s Theater Row
Neighborhood resident brings family story to life in encore performance of one-man show

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for Music, Flowers, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10.00 per person

If already Booked with Douglaston Manor NO CHARGE

Receive a complimentary $200 credit towards the fi nal payment of your
event when you book within the next 30 days!

Come meet our amazing vendors, have a private tour of our historic
mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine the chef and his

culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

   718.224.8787
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FILM

The Holocaust in American 
Film — This year’s Queens 
College Kristallnacht 
commemoration will explore 
The Holocaust in American 
Film in a keynote address 
by Dr. Annette Insdorf, 
award-winning author, 
educator and the daughter 
of Holocaust survivors. 
Insdorf, who is a Queens 
College alumna, will use clips 
from the fi lms “None Shall 
Escape,” “The Pawnbroker” 
and “Schindler’s List” in her 
presentation. As part of the 
event, Holocaust survivors 
and family members of 
survivors—escorted and 
introduced by Queens 
College students who have 
pledged to combat anti-
Semitism—will light candles 
for remembrance.
When: Sunday, Nov. 6, 3 - 5 
pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre, 
Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Boulevard, Flushing

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-5593
Website: www.qc.cuny.edu/
communications/news_
services/releases/Pages/
welcome.aspx?ItemID=1832

“The Sword of Doom” — A 
classic of 1960s Japanese 
samurai fi lm comes to the 
Museum of the Moving Image 
this weekend. In this movie, 
Tatsuya Nakadai, one of 
Japan’s biggest movie stars, 
plays a samurai warrior 
whose skill with the sword is 
turned to evil ends, eventually 
leading to madness. Nakadai 
will be at the screening and 
will participate in a question-
and-answer session following 
the fi lm. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 5, 
3:30 pm
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12 for adults; $9 
for students and seniors; 
$7, ages 3–17 and free for 
Museum members at the 

Film Lover and MoMI Kids 
Premium levels and above
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

EVENTS

Parish Fair — The Church 
of the Resurrection will be 
holding its annual Parish 
Fair Saturday from 10 am to 
8 pm. There will be raffl es, 
prizes, home-baked goods, 
antiques and much more. 
Dinner will be served from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
When: Saturday, Nov. 5, 10 
am - 8 pm
Where: Church of the 
Resurrection, 85-09 119th 
St., Kew Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 847-2649
Website: www.
resurrectionrichmondhill.com/

Queens Writers on the 
Complexity of Making 
Home — A special reading 
event by an Artist Peer 
Circle of the Queens Council 
on the Arts, inspired by the 
story of Lewis H. Latimer 
House. Four writers based 
in Queens and with roots 
in China, Croatia, Kosovo, 
South Africa, Taiwan, and 
other parts of the Americas 
fi nd, lose, and make their 
way home through fi ction, 

nonfi ction, and poetry.
When: Friday, Nov. 4, 6:30 pm
Where: Lewis H. Latimer 
House Museum, 34-41 137th 
St., Flushing
Cost: Free (RSVP at 
www.facebook.com/
events/328718684153502/)
Contact: (718) 961-8585

The History of Woodhaven 
— Edward Wendell, a lifetime 
resident of Woodhaven and 
the Executive Director of 
the Woodhaven Cultural and 
Historical Society will give a 
talk on the neighborhood’s 
history. Once known as 
Woodville, a mid-18th 
century small farming town, 

Woodside grew in size and 
shape and later became a 
site of two nationally famous 
racetracks: Union Course 
and Centerville. Learn 
more on why two French 
men decided to invest their 
fortunes here and fi nd out 
where the oldest tavern in 
New York City is located!
When: Sunday, Nov. 6, 2:30 
pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Queens Historical 
Society, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Pumpkin Smash 2016 
— Bring your pumpkins, 
jack-o-lanterns and gourds to 
this event sponsored by the 
NYC Compost Project. If you 
smash the pumpkin, the NYC 
Compost Project will turn it 
into compost for city parks 
and green spaces.
When: Saturday, Nov. 5, 10:30 
am - 1:30 pm
Where: Sunnyside 
Greenmarket - Lou Lodati 
Park, Skillman Avenue and 
43rd Street
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 379-0369
Website: nyc.gov/
compostproject

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Old Glory
Across
1. Links rental
5. AOL activities
10. Shiny on top?
14. Defendant's 
part of the bargain?
15. Place for a fast 
buck
16. Apple spray
17. Colorful entree
20. "Sesame 
Street" character, 
with "The"
21. Deadly meetings?
22. Blacken, in a way
25. Saxophonist's 
supply
26. New Zealand 
tribesman
30. Paul and Carly
33. Pertaining to 
base 8
34. Store safely
35. Fordham mascot
38. Valerie Jarrett & 
others
42. "Hold on a ___!"
43. Smell -- (be 
suspicious)
44. "Horrible" Viking
45. Apothecary tool
47. Rehab candidates
48. Picture book?
51. Bed board
53. Mexican menu 
choice
56. I.V. league 
member?
60. High level 
investigation group

64. "I cannot tell ___"
65. One who cries 
"Uncle!"?
66. Game piece
67. 1040 IDs
68. Alcohol burners
69. Religious statue 
locale

Down
1. E.M.T.'s skill
2. Baldwin or 
Guinness
3. Start all over
4. No-no
5. Box
6. Babe
7. Infomercials, e.g.
8. Boston party 
drinks?
9. Loudness measure
10. Noble partner

11. "The 
Brady Bunch" 
housekeeper
12. Added punch to 
the punch?
13. Shift, e.g.
18. Store, as corn
19. Mend socks
23. Arrange
24. Ceremonial acts
26. Applies blades 
to blades
27. Advil target
28. Applying to ears
29. A mazing animal?
31. "The Producers" 
star Zero
32. Be outstanding?
35. Anger
36. Way, way off
37. G.M. and 
G.E.(e.g.)

39. Owns
40. "Hold your 
tongue"
41. Profs' helpers
45. Uses the blender
46. Prince of Persia?
48. Hebrew fathers
49. Quiet times
50. Bean Town 
skater
52. Queen ___ 
lace
54. Food sticker
55. Final notice
57. Pro ___
58. Sassy sort
59. Congers
61. Big name on 
the Thames?
62. Goose, in Spain 
or Italy
63. Acting Majors?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ALL LEVELS OF ENFORCEMENT
T S A R R E D O A C I D
R E N O U T I C A S O L O
A N N A B A S T E I N K S
C O U N T Y S H E R I F F
E R A S E R T I N I S M
S A L L E F T A C A D I A

F E D E R A L A G E N T
U S T A A I L E D G E
S T A T E T R O O P E R
M A K E D O S T E P A S S
A R E I N S R I D D L E

C I T Y P O L I C E M A N
G L A D A R T O O P I T S
N E R O S A T E D T R E E
P E E L T O W S H E S S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

- Talkin’ Broadway

Continued on Page 43
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IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

4 Hour Buffet Menu
Salad Bar/ Rolls/ Carving Station/ 5 Chafi ng Dishes/ Holidays Cake
Open Bark, Draft Beer, Red & White Wine, Soft Drinks

Passed Appetizers: Chef’s selection
Garden Salad: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
Carving Station: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, Gravies and Condiments
Chicken Marsala: Mushrooms & Rosemary
Seabass “Marechiaro”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
Penne Ala Vodka: Tomato Cream Sauce
Mashed Potatoes: Caramelized Onions
Roasted Vegetable Medley
Holiday Cake, Coffee & Tea

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW!
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363

Private Rooms: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 + tax p/ p 

(50 person minimum)

Thursday: $65.00 + tax p/p (50 person minimum)

Friday & Saturday: $75.00 + tax p/p (100 person Minimum)

Sunday: $75 + tax p/p (50 person Minimum)

For those smaller companies that cannot meet minimum guest 

count, we can offer a semi privates area in our main ballroom 

(with other groups of guests

DJ included

December 9 & December 14th only $60.00 tax p/p (10 person minimum)

718.224.8787

Borough artist has global point of view
BY MERLE EXIT

Marlene Tseng Yu’s 
distinctive paintings are 
well-known throughout 
the world. Born 1937 in 
Taiwan, she came to the 
United States in 1963,  re-
ceiving a Master in Fine 
Arts from the University 
of Colorado at Boulder 
in 1967 and teaching art 
at Denver University in 
Colorado from 1967 to 
1968 before heading to 
Queens.

“My husband, James, 
and I moved to Jackson 
Heights in 1968,” Mar-
lene said. “Except for a 
couple of years in New 
Jersey, I had kept a stu-
dio in SoHo until 2008 
when we moved to Long 
Island City, where the 
third floor became my 
studio, with its high ceil-
ing and eight skylights.”  
It was there that she 
began a series of large-
scale paintings.

“In Taiwan, I began 
painting by copying fa-
mous traditional-style 

Chinese paintings. The 
subject matter included 
landscapes, animals, 
birds, flowers and figu-
rines.,” she saud. “At the 
University of Colorado, 
where I studied under 
Eugene Matthews, I be-
gan the transition to 
lyrical abstract expres-
sionistic paintings of na-
ture.”

The themes in her 
paintings deal with vari-
ous aspects of natural 
phenomenon, focusing 
on nature’s movements, 
colors and forms. “For 
larger paintings, I would 
first do a small composi-
tional sketch before do-
ing any paintings over 
eight feet.” Acrylic paints 
are Tseng Yu’s preferred 
media, due to their being 
water soluble and able 
to maintain their colors 
“better than oil and wa-
tercolors.”

In addition to having 
shown her work in muse-
ums and galleries rang-
ing from the National 
Art Museum of China 

to the ACA Galleries in 
Chelsea, Tseng Yu has 
frequently exhibited her 
paintings at cultural in-
stitutions across Queens. 
The Queensborough 
Community College Art 
Gallery and the Godwin-
Ternbach Museum at 
Queens College have 
both presented shows de-
voted to her work. Over 

600 of her paintings are 
in private collections in 
the New York area.

An interest in the 
relationship between 
mankind and nature is 
a constant thread in her 
work. In 2014, Tseng Yu 
was one of the featured 
artists in the Queens 
Museum exhibit “Rais-
ing the Temperature: 

Art in Environmental 
Reactions.” The show, 
curated by Luchia Meihu 
Lee, was a collaboration 
with the Rainforest Art 
Foundation, an organiza-
tion founded by Tseng Yu 
“to increase appreciation 
of nature through art.”

She said glacial melt-
ing is her favorite topic 
to paint, and that she 

didn’t realize when she 
began depicting the sub-
ject many years ago how 
it would become such a 
global issue today. “Wa-
ter is a resource we don’t 
often think about on a 
daily basis in a coun-
try like America where 
many of us live in homes 
with endless sources of 
water with the turn of a 
knob,” she said.

There is also an entire 
museum, the Marlene Yu 
Museum in Shreveport, 
La., devoted to the art-
ist and her vision. Her 
daughter, Stephanie Lusk, 
is director of both the mu-
seum and the Rainforest 
Art Foundation. 

If you’d like a closer 
look at Marlene Tseng 
Yu’s unique work, she 
has a studio in Long 
Island City where you 
can find limited edition 
prints and posters, as 
well as works on paper 
and canvas. To visit the 
studio, call her at (917) 
681-3308, or James at 
(917) 682-3630.  

Artist Marlene Tseng Yu at her Long Island Studio with "Pink Marble #2," a recent acrylic 
painting. Photo by Merle Exit
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Perdomo’s path to 
success has taken her 
from Corona to the south 
of Spain and back to New 
York. Along the way, 
both a chance encounter 
and a generous dose of 
hard work helped move 
her toward her goal.

That chance encounter 
took place in Spain, where 
Perdomo met a family of 
third-generation artisans, 
who had been creating 
custom-made shoes for 
over 100 years. She said 
they perfected a last that 
is used to build all J.J. 
Gray styles. In addition, 
the supple calfskin they 
used to make their shoes, 
sourced from local tan-
neries in the region that 
don’t use harsh chemicals 
to treat their hides, made 
their work distinctive.

When visiting the fac-
tory, Perdomo recalled 
asking them: “If I sketch 
something, could you 
make it?” She said the 
sketch wasn’t at a profes-
sional level, so she was 
thankful for Google. “I 
showed them the heel of 
this boot and the toe of 
that one… and they were 
able to translate my vi-
sion.”

Luckily, her creativity 
and business savvy made 
up for her lack of formal 
fashion training. “I have 
no design background, 
which is why this is a 
real miracle. But I have 
great taste and I knew 
everybody liked Spanish 
leather,” she said.

Her exposure to high 
fashion was also a big 
part of J.J. Gray’s inspi-
ration. Perdomo’s retail 
career started in luxury 
brands, when she was 
working on Fifth Avenue 
for Salvatore Ferragamo. 
Eventually, she worked 
on the sales floor at 
Ralph Lauren. 

After her trip to Spain, 
Perdomo said she had no 
intention of starting a com-
pany. “But after discover-
ing that incredible leather, 
I decided to make boots for 
myself that I would really 
be in love with,” she said, 
and designed three styles 
that are available on her 
company’s website (www.
jj-gray.com): An Oxford 
(shoe) to wear every day, 
and two kinds of riding 
boots. She called the Ox-
ford “Arthur,” the plain 
riding boot “Edgar” and 
the riding boot with laces 
“Luther.”

“Then we finally 
made them. And they 
were great, and they 
were beautiful. People 
were stopping me on the 
street,” Perdomo recalled. 
“I could never have imag-
ined that two years later, 
they’d be so popular. 

“And I really didn’t 
know what I was doing. 
Where I come from, we 
don’t talk much about 
entrepreneurship. It’s go 
to school, find a good job, 
find a good match….”

Jessica was raised by 
her hard working immi-
grant grandparents—a 
home health aide and a 
tailor. She grew up to ap-
preciate the importance 
of family values, as well 
as the value of a dollar, 
but never realized her 
family was poor until she 
needed new sneakers. An 
embarrassing hole had 
ripped through her only 
pair and there was no 
money to buy new ones.

Because of her innate 
entrepreneurial spirit, 
she set off to find work 
so she could afford cool 
kicks, like her friends 
were wearing. But what 
mattered most, was help-
ing her family out.

That experience 
shaped the person she 
would become, and taught 
her compassion. And in 
time, Perdomo would see 
her torn sneaker as a kind 
of symbol of the journey 

that brought her to where 
she is now.  And to a place 
of giving back.

Surprisingly, that life 
lesson would also awak-
en her fashion mojo.

Perdomo recalled 
how it felt to be made fun 
of when she wore those 
worn-out sneakers. She 
quickly learned that dress-
ing nice meant you were 
treated differently, espe-
cially if you wore some-
thing designer. “When I 
did, I felt really cool,” she 
said, and remembered 
how special she felt back 
in high school, when she 
wore her Versace bomber 
jacket—bought for cheap 
at a sample sale. “When 
you come from humble be-
ginnings, you also become 
a very smart shopper and 
learn how to make things 
work.”

And you get tougher, as 
well. Perdomo didn’t know 
it then, but her grit and re-
silience would pay off.  

“We’ve come a long 
way and have an amaz-
ing group of supporters,” 
she said. “Our brand is 
out there and moving. 
We have clients across 
the country, and in Lon-
don, Dubai – all over the 
world. And our top clients 
are all in New York.” 

J.J. Gray’s first-ever 
fashion week was some-
thing to talk about.  
About 100-150 people 
were there from all over, 
to shop and support the 
brand during its mid-
September trunk show 
presentation, hosted by a 
top client in her Flatiron 
District law office.  Sev-
eral celebs stopped by 
as well, including Miss 
J. Alexander, one of the 
judges on America’s Next 
Top Model.

Perdomo said she 
is still trying to figure 
things out, but insisted, 
“It’s all about making 
sure I make comfortable, 
versatile styles that go 
with everything, and 
that everyone loves.”

Continued from Page 37 

Perdomo

The Spanish leather from which J.J. Gray makes its products. 
Photo by Sharon Minkoff / Courtesy J.J. Gray

Earn points on any of our 
5,500 games to redeem. 

EVERY MONDAY
NOON – 4 PM

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 • rwnewyork.com  

 PL AY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.

3-PIECE COOKIE 
SHEET SET

ROASTING PAN

3-PIECE 
SPRINGFORM SET

YYY MMMOOOOOONNNNNNDDDDD
44 PPPMMMMMMPMMMM

COVERED CAKE PAN

Join Genting Rewards Today! 
Win up to $1,000 in Free Play. 
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Historic New York: Native 
Americans — Urban Park 
Rangers specialize in the 
interpretation of historic 
turning points in our city’s 
long history. In this event, 
participants can learn some 
of the customs and culture 
of the Lenape Indians and 
how they have made their 
impact in our lives as New 
Yorkers.
When: Sunday, Nov. 6, 11 am 
- 12:30 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Park Adventure Center, 
Winchester Boulevard under 
the Grand Central Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/11/06/
historic-new-york-native-
americans

MUSIC

Remember Ragabop — The 
guitarist Prasanna plays 
a blend of Indian Raga 
elements and bebop-
infl uenced jazz. When his 
composition “Ragabop” 
came out, the guitar 
community and the jazz 

world hailed him as a unique 
phenomenon. For this show, 
he will revisit “Ragabop” as 
well as play selections from 
his latest album “All Terrain 
Guitar.”
When: Saturday, Nov. 5, 7 pm
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St.. Elmhurst
Cost: $15, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: terraza7.com/

KIDS AND FAMILY

Polkadots: The Cool Kids 
Musical — Polkadots follows 
8-year-old Lily Polkadot 
who just moved to the 
“Squares Only” small town 
of Rockaway. As the fi rst 
polkadot in an all Square 
school, Lily faces has a hard 
time gaining acceptance 
from her peers. From daily 
bullying to segregated 
drinking fountains, Lily’s 
quest seems hopeless until 
she meets Sky, a shy Square 
boy whose curiosity for 
Lily’s polka-dot skin blooms 
into an unexpected pal-ship. 
Inspired by the events of 
The Little Rock 9, Polkadots 
serves as a colorful 
history lesson for children, 
reminding them that our 
individual differences make 
us awesome, not outcasts.

When: Saturday, Nov. 5 at 3 
pm and Sunday, Nov. 6 at 1 
pm and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Intuitive Progression 
— This show, fi lled with 
works by such major 
artists as Agnes Martin, 
Edward Ruscha, Susan 
Rothenberg and Jasper 
Johns, is up through the 
end of this month. In works 
that cover a variety of 
media, they explore the 
power of basic elements 
that include straight 
lines, grids, basic shapes 
and written language. 
But each of them takes 
those elements and turns 
them into highly personal 
individual statements. 
An equally compelling 
show, “Lanaguage as 
Representation,” is also up 
through Nov. 28.
When: Thursday through 
Monday, 12 pm - 5 pm
Where: Fisher Landau Center 
for Art, 38-27 30th Street, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 937-0727
Website: fl cart.org

Back in the earliest days of the movies 
Queens was one of the capitals 
of fi lmmaking, and Bayside was a 
place where many of the industry’s 
biggest stars could regularly be seen. 
The story of that commmunity of 
celebrities will be told in an exhibit 
opening Thursday at the Bayside 
Historical Society. “Bayside: The 
Actors’ Enclave” includes photographs, 
newspapers and many other artifacts 
that document a glamorous side of life 
in the neighborhood in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries.

From silent-fi lm star Pearl White, 
who would drive down Bell Boulevard 
with her pet pig, to Oscar-winning 
actress Marie Dressler and W.C. 
Fields, the cast of characters who 
populate the exhibit could fi ll a DeMille 
spectacular—with the proverbial cast of 
thousands to spare.

With the nearby Vitagraph Studios 
going full steam,“there were rumors 
that a studio would be built in Bayside,” 
says Eileen Cotoggio of the Bayside 
Historical Society, which led many 

actors to the neighborhood. “They loved to come here,” she adds, noting that the 
pages of the Bayside Bugle, a newspaper of the time, were often devoted to recording 
their activities.

Visitors to “Bayside: The Actors’ Enclave” will be able to see more than memorabilia 
about the stars. The BHS is in the process of putting together a map showing the 
homes and hangouts of such notables as Gloria Swanson and Theda Bara, giving a rare 
glimpse of both movie history and the past of Bayside itself.

The Bayside Historical Society is open from Wednesday through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. For more information, call (718) 352-1548 or go to baysidehistorical.org

BAYSIDE GETS ITS CLOSEUP

Norma Talmadge, one of the early cine-
ma's biggest stars, lived in Bayside. 

Courtesy Bayside Historical Society

Continued from Page 40 

Arts

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at:  

aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR  
in Bayside is pleased to announce 

Available for your 

Party and Event Space for Rehearsal 

Dinners, Engagement Dinners, Bridal 

Showers, Baby Showers, Surprise 

Parties and More

French Bistro, Lounge,  

Extensive Wine List,  

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, & Brunch 

on Saturday & Sunday

Valet Parking available on weekends
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ

The Christ the King girls’ 
soccer team wasn’t going to 
give up their crown without 
a fight. 

The Royals notched an-
other BQCHSAA champi-
onship Sunday afternoon, 
taking down Mary Louis 
Academy 6-5 in overtime at 
Aviator Sports Complex. It 
wasn’t an easy game, but the 
squad found its rhythm when 
it mattered most. 

“It was one of our goals for 
this year to win the division 
title,” said Christ the King 
coach John Fayad. “I have 
to give Mary Louis credit 
for fighting hard. This is the 
fifth time we’ve won this [the 
Brooklyn-Queens division 
title], so we are used to this. 
It took overtime to get there, 
but I am really proud of our 
team,”

The Royals jumped out to 
an early 2-0 lead, but couldn’t 
maintain the cushion as 
Mary Louis fought back to 
take a 5-4 lead late in the 
game. Despite some miscues, 
Christ the King never lost its 
focus and, most importantly, 
the squad knew it had a weap-
on the Hilltoppers didn’t—
Kiana Leger. 

The co-captain not only 

connected on the game-tying 
goal in the waning minutes 
of regulation, but also se-
cured the championship with 
the game-winning goal less 
than a minute into overtime. 
It was her third goal of the 
game, but Leger was quick to 
point out that the early lead 
helped set the tone for the en-
tire matchup.

“It was very important to 
score those early goals,” she 
said. “We had to show the oth-
er team that it was going to be 
tough to keep up with us.” 

Christ the King’s team 
chemistry proved the dif-
ference-maker down the 
stretch—clawing back after 
giving up the early lead and, 
most importantly, out-hus-
tling the Hilltoppers in the 
first few moments of over-
time. 

“Our team chemistry is 
really good. We don’t even 
need to speak to know where 
we are on the field,” said co-
captain Paulina Ambrus, 
who scored the first goal 
of the game. “Towards the 
end [of the match] we picked 
up our intensity. We knew 
we had history against this 
team, and knew what had to 
be done [to come away with 
the win].”

BY LAURA AMATO

Christ the King senior run-
ning back Siddiq Muhammad 
saw the ball fall out of his 
hands and had to bite back a 
groan. 

He has battled fumble is-
sues all season and turning 
the ball over on the Royals’ 
first play of the night was not 
exactly how he had hoped to 
start the final game of the reg-
ular season Saturday night. 

So, as Muhammad jogged 
back to the sidelines after the 
turnover, he promised himself 
something. He wouldn’t turn 
the ball over again—and he 
didn’t. 

Instead, he settled into a 
rhythm in the backfield and 
the end zone, leading Christ 
the King’s football team to 
a 41-7 victory over Fordham 
Prep. 

“I was holding it high and 
tight, but it was one of those 
plays where it was a good hit to 
the ball and it just came out,” 
Muhammad said. “So I came 
back to the sideline, kept calm 
and we did our thing and got 
back in the game.”

Muhammad racked up a 
whopping 128 rushing yards 
in the first half, sparking a 
Royals (7-1) offense that hit its 
stride in the waning minutes 
of the second half. 

Fordham Prep seemed 
to seize a bit of momentum 
midway through the second 
quarter when Matt Conlon 
recovered a Demetrius Wil-
son fumble and returned it 35 
yards for a Rams touchdown, 
but Christ the King responded 
on its ensuing drive with a 12-
yard touchdown run by Aron 
Sanabria. 

“I noticed this week, com-
pared to last week, there was 
more of an urgency,” said 
Christ the King coach Jason 
Brown. “My main issue with 
these guys is they’re trying to 
do a lot of short plays. We’ve 
got a lot of talent and we’ve got 
to bring it early and stay con-

sistent with it.”
And then Muhammad went 

to work. 
The Marshall commit 

ripped off a 60-yard touchdown 
sprint, breaking through the 
Fordham Prep defensive line 
with ease, and notching his 
first touchdown of the night 
with 1:21 left in the first half. 
He followed up just moments 
later with a three-yard touch-
down run on the final play of 
the second quarter, giving the 
Royals a 20-point cushion and 
erasing memories of that ear-
ly-game fumble.

“I saw green,” Muhammad 
said. “And my coach told me 
when you see green, just take 
it. So that’s what I did. 

From there on out, the Roy-
als simply settled into their 
lead and their defense. Christ 
the King picked off Fordham 
Prep quarterback Matt Va-
lecce on back-to-back passes 
in the opening minutes of the 
third and forced an incomplete 

pass in the end zone late in the 
quarter. 

“We were able to get a lot of 
pressure on him,” Brown said. 
“We have very good athletes 
back there and he had to make 
some quick decisions and it got 
him in trouble.”

The Royals padded their 
lead with a pair of second-half 
touchdowns—including an 80-
yard fumble recovery and re-
turn by Nicholas Hunter—but 
Christ the King isn’t satisfied 
with this win. The squad will 
face Xavier in the first round 
of the CHSFL playoffs—a 
rematch of last year’s title 
game—and the Royals aren’t 
willing to settle for anything 
less than a championship.

“Everybody was like you’re 
getting lucky and stuff and 
then we worked hard and now 
we’re on,” Muhammad said. 
“And we’re going to continue 
to win every time we work 
hard.”

Continued on Page 45

Christ the King running back Siddiq Muhammad changed the course of 
the game when he rushed for a pair of touchdowns in the final minute 
and a half of the second quarter, sparking the Royals to a 41-7 victory 
over Fordham Prep.  Photo by Laura Amato

The Christ the King girl's soccer team rallied to notch a 6-5 victory 
over  Mary Louis Academy and clinch the BQCHSAA championship.  

Photo by Benjamin Leibowitz

Royals rout Fordham
Siddiq Muhammad takes control in 41-7 victory

CK girls’ soccer team 
snags championship
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BY LAURA AMATO

It was more treat than trick 
for the St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team as the Red Storm 
cruised to a 99-49 victory over 
Baruch in an exhibition game 
Monday night. 

Of course, the Johnnies are 
taking the win with a grain of 
salt—it is an exhibition against 
a Division III squad, after all—
but the lopsided showing is a 
boost of confidence for a young 
squad that still had plenty of 
question marks heading into 
the regular season. 

“We did OK I thought, and 
we can be better,” said head 
coach Chris Mullin. “That’s 
why we play these games. 
Overall, it was a good effort.”

The Johnnies got off slow— 
starting five fresh faces to the 
program—but JUCO transfer 
Bashir Ahmed proved to be 
the spark St. John’s needed 
on offense. The 6-foot-7 Bronx 
native was everywhere on the 
court throughout the game, 
but his 15 first-half points and 
willingness to shoot from any-
where jumpstarted the Red 
Storm. 

“We just wanted to set 
a statement,” Ahmed said. 

“When we got a handle on ev-
erything, I felt like everything 
started rolling for us. We start-
ed moving the ball around and 
stuff started coming easy.”

Of course, an exhibition 
game also gave Mullin the 
chance to play with lineups 
and schemes on both sides of 
the ball. And the second-year 
coach didn’t shy away from 
testing out the waters through-
out the game. 

The Red Storm played 
small, showed off a full-court 
press and pushed the ball for-
ward in transition—all things 
Mullin said he hoped to see 
from his squad once the sea-
son gets underway next week. 

“Sometimes coaches say 
that, that we’re going to be OK 
offensively, but I really believe 
that’s the case with this team,” 
Mullin said. “Not only are 
they gifted offensively, they 
can score the ball, but they’re 
unselfish, so that’s good.”

While Ahmed was the spark 
in the first half, his fellow first-
year players stepped up down 
the stretch as well. Big East 
Preseason Rookie of the Year 
Shamorie Ponds shook off his 
first-half nerves in the final 
20, finishing with 12 points, 

while Richard Freudenberg 
showed off his keen shooting 
touch, racking up 12 points. 

“Coming in, we had a lot of 
guys who this was their first 
game,” Mullin said. “I kind of 
anticipated them being anx-
ious and some nervous energy. 
But it was good to get out and 
go play against somebody else 
instead of just them practicing 
against each other.”

Perhaps the most heralded 
debut, however, came from 
redshirt freshman Marcus 
LoVett, finally getting his 
start in Queens after he was 
ruled a partial qualifier by the 
NCAA last season. The 6-foot 
guard finished with 14 points 
and five assists, but it was 
his rhythm with Ponds in the 
backcourt that proved most 
impressive. 

“I like to play with them,” 
said junior guard Federico 
Mussini of his new backcourt 
teammates. “They’re great 
players and shooters, ball han-
dlers and they pass the ball. 
So I really feel good with them 
back there.”

In the end, it didn’t really 
matter who was on the court—
the Red Storm breezed to a vic-
tory. By the final whistle, St. 
John’s shot 53.5 percent from 
the floor, forced 21 turnovers 
and out-rebounded Baruch 53-
to-30. 

St. John’s returns to the 
court Nov. 11, opening up the 
season at Caranesecca against 
Bethune Cookman. There’s 
still plenty to work on, but the 
Red Storm’s first showing on 
the hardwood proved this still-
young roster is ready to play. 
And, right now, that’s the most 
important thing they can do. 

“I think it’s always impor-
tant to learn from your ex-
periences,” Mullin said. “We 
focused this summer and this 
past month on working hard, 
working together, being un-
selfish and all the things that 
really matter to me to make a 
change here.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Shkysi Cummings al-
ways wanted to play tennis, 
watched the sport on TV and 
dreamed of one day compet-
ing on the court. But the Bay-
side senior wasn’t a tennis 
player—she played handball. 

Still, she couldn’t quite 
shake the idea of tennis, and 
a few months ago she ap-
proached her sister, Shnae, 
with the idea of joining the 
Commodores squad. Fast for-
ward to the afternoon of Oct. 
27 and the Cummings sisters 
weren’t just tennis players—
they wrapped up their season 
with just one loss and a third-
place finish in the PSAL fi-
nals. 

“I couldn’t believe we got 
this far. It was really surpris-
ing,” Shkysi said. “I wanted 
to try it one time and see how 
it would be to play. So, finally, 
this year I was like, alright, 
I’ll take it seriously this year 
because it’s my senior year.”

Shnae is the first to ad-
mit that she had her doubts 
when her older sister sug-
gested they take up tennis 
this fall. After all, they’ve 
been focused on handball 
for so long—leading Bayside 
to another PSAL champion-
ship last season—that the 
idea of playing another sport 
just seemed like too much 
to handle. They didn’t even 
have their own racquets, and 
played with old Bayside phys-
ical education equipment. 

Those nerves, however, 
disappeared after the first 
tennis practice of the year. 

“At first I was like, ‘Yo, we 
don’t know how to play ten-
nis, what are you doing?’” 
Shnae said. “But then after 
practicing with the team, we 
got better and they taught us 
the rules and they were very 
friendly.”

Of course, it also helped 
that handball and tennis 
have some basic moves in 
common—particularly ones 
that require quick hands and 
fast reflexes. And the Cum-
mings sisters have both of 
those. 

“Handball has the wall 
and you’re hitting it back 
to yourself repeatedly with 
just one bounce—just like 
tennis,” Shkysi said. “The 
big difference is tennis has 
a net. But our reaction times 
are there and it helps our re-

flexes.”
The biggest challenge for 

both of the sisters came on 
the serve—something hand-
ball doesn’t have—and the 
two spent most of their prac-
tice time this year fine-tun-
ing their approach. 

“I can’t get the serves in 
ever, so I just do the little 
taps and it actually goes in,” 
Shnae said. “But I can’t do a 
hard serve like professionals 
do.”

The sisters notched a 
perfect regular season on 
the court and came into the 
PSAL tournament practical-
ly bursting with confidence 
before falling to Beacon 
in the semifinals. The duo 
turned things around in the 
third place match, however, 
cruising to a 6-0, 6-0 victory 
over Cardozo. 

Now, the Cummings 
turn their attention back to-
wards handball, but they’re 
not quite done with tennis. 
Shnae plans to compete as a 
junior next year and Shkysi 
hopes to continue playing for 
fun. This journey—as well as 
the trophy that will sit in the 
Bayside case from now on—
is simply a testament to what 
they’re both capable of doing. 

They’re also going to keep 
the racquets. 

“This just shows that 
whatever you try and what-
ever you want to do, you can 
do,” Shkysi said. “You just 
have to go out and do it.” 

Bayside sophomore Shnae 
Cummings (left) and her sister, 
senior Shkysi, decided to join the 
Commodores tennis team just a 
few months ago and found suc-
cess on the court, placing third in 
the PSAL tournament.  

Photo by Laura Amato

St. John's forward Bashir Ahmed sparked the squad early on as the Red 
Storm cruised to a 99-49 victory over Baruch in an exhibition matchup.  

St. John's Athletics

Sisters win big 
on tennis court

Red Storm starts strong

It hasn’t always been an 
easy year for the reigning city 
champs and this game was a 
bit of a microcosm of the sea-
son. By the final whistle, how-
ever, the Royals found their 
center, settled into a rhythm 

and focused on their goal. It’s a 
philosophy the squad hopes to 
take into the future as well. 

“We’re resilient. This year 
we lost our goalie to an ACL 
injury, so the early part of the 
year was tough,” Fayad said. 
“It is a very young team, we 
only have a few seniors so the 
future looks bright.”

Christ the King advanced 

to the city championship, fac-
ing off against Kennedy Catho-
lic, but after this latest on-field 
performance, the Royals are 
nothing short of confident 
with the ball at their collective 
feet.

“We just have to give every-
thing we have,” Ambrus said. 
“And I think we are ready to 
do it.”

CK champs
Continued from Page 46
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BY LAURA AMATO

St. John’s senior Jade 
Walker has always been one of 
the guys. She grew up playing 
basketball with a boys’ team 
and the challenges of being 
the only girl on the court has 
turned her into one of the most 
fierce competitors around. 
She’s used to having to con-
stantly prove herself and the 
chip on her shoulder has taken 
permanent residence. 

This year—with one fi-
nal season of college hoops 
ahead of her—Walker is hop-
ing to use that determination 
to her advantage, leading the 
Red Storm back to a Big East 
championship and the NCAA 
Tournament. 

“When I started getting 
into basketball, it was all 
because someone told me I 
couldn’t,” Walker said. “But 
once I started feeling like I 
could do something with this, 
I just really love it. When you 
really love something, you put 
your all into it and that’s what 
you’ll see on the court.”

Walker grew up in New 
Jersey and while she’d always 
been drawn to basketball, 
there simply wasn’t an oppor-
tunity for her to play—at least 
with other girls. So, she and 
her father got creative. 

“My dad wanted to get me 
to start playing for real, like 
organized games and I just 
had to play on the boys team,” 
Walker said. “I was the only 
girl on the team and it was like 
a group of people that nobody 
wanted and we ended up win-
ning the championship.”

Walker’s experience on 
the boys’ team shaped her as 
a player and she’s the first to 
admit that she might be a bit 
more aggressive than her cur-
rent on-court counterparts.

That, as far as the St. John’s 
coaching staff is concerned, is 
the best thing about her. 

“Jade’s personality is some-
thing that can really be a big 
benefit for us,” said Red Storm 
coach Joe Tartamella. “Jade’s 
ability and her leadership 
comes from how she plays. She 
plays with emotion, she has 
great skill and she’s a tremen-
dous scorer.”

Walker is one of three 
returning seniors for a Red 
Storm squad that won its first 
Big East championship since 
1988 last season. The 6-foot-1 
forward knows she’ll have to 
step up as a leader this year.

She averaged a career-best 
9.3 points in 32 games last sea-
son, but after the departure of 
program standouts Aliyyah 
Handford and Danaejah Grant, 
Walker knows she’ll have to 
do even more. After all, she 

doesn’t mind the spotlight—
she grew up in one. 

“I feel like this year I can 
really show a lot more of what 
I can do,” Walker said. “But 
it’s me and Aaliyah [Lewis] 
running the show right now 
and we’re trying to give every-
thing we can in our last year.”

Walker still has that chip 
on her shoulder, that deter-
mination to prove herself, but 
this year there’s also some-
thing else—the determination 
to prove this team can still 
contend. And she’s going to do 
whatever it takes to prove that 
point. 

“We always have a chip on 
our shoulder, we just want to 
live up to the tradition here at 
St. John’s and it’s more than 
just a preseason poll,” Walker 
said. “We just have to work 
hard and prove everybody 
wrong.” 

BY LAURA AMATO

The Springfield Gardens 
football team continued to 
spread the ball out on Sat-
urday afternoon as five dif-
ferent players found the end 
zone in the Golden Eagles’ 
34-6 victory over George 
Washington.

Senai Haywood led the 
charge with 98 rushing yards 
and a touchdown, while Josh-
ua Alphonso also chipped in 
a touchdown run and hauled 
in 79 receiving yards. Justin 
Mercure, Jalanni Springer 
and Neko Morris also each 
chipped in a touchdown. 

Steve Cadesti finished 
with 98 passing yards in his 
squad’s second straight vic-
tory. Tyrese Schultz sparked 
the defensive effort with five 
tackles. 

Springfield Gardens 
wraps up the regular season 
Sunday, looking to stay in the 
mix at the top of the PSAL 
Bowl Conference, with a 
matchup against Eagle Acad-
emy II

James Madison 38, Ja-

maica 12: Malik Lawrence 
did his best to lead the Bea-
vers, completing eight passes 
for 168 yards and two touch-
downs, but it wasn’t quite 
enough in the Bowl Confer-
ence tilt. 

The Golden Knights 
pulled away late on the com-
bined rushing efforts of Eli-
jah Jean Pierre and Matthew 
Melbourne—notching 16 
points in the fourth quarter. 

Holy Cross 20, St. John 

the Baptist 14, OT: The 
Knights grabbed their sec-
ond victory of the season and 
some much-needed confi-
dence heading into the play-
offs with a dramatic gridiron 
performance. 

Truman 30, Bayside 16: 

The Commodores dropped 
their second straight game, 
but it wasn’t for lack of trying. 
Tequan Evans threw for 205 
yards and two touchdowns—
both to Robert Williams—as 

Bayside took on the reign-
ing PSAL Bowl Conference 
champions. Nathaneal Fai-
son rounded out the offensive 
effort with 75 rushing yards. 
Elijah Walcott racked up 
seven tackles and a fumble 
recovery, while Shamel La-
zarus Laifook added eight 
tackles of his own. 

Franklin K. Lane 30, 

Evander Childs 0: The 
Knights racked up the offense 
in the lopsided Cup Confer-
ence victory, led by Jamel 
Cradle’s 83 rushing yards 
and two touchdowns. Henry 
Jean Michel sparked the de-
fense with eight tackles and 
an interception, while Jaylen 
Teasley racked up eight tack-
les of his own. 

Eagle Academy III 44, 

Bryant 0: Gary Newman was 
unstoppable for the Eagles in 
a shutout. The junior threw 
for 164 yards and three touch-
downs and rushed for 131 
yards and two more touch-
downs as his squad cruised 
to a victory. 

Javon Speid added 80 rush-
ing yards and a touchdown of 
his own, but stood out most 
on the defensive side of the 
ball, racking up 15 tackles 
and a sack.  

Beach Channel 34, John 

Adams 6: The Dolphins 
scored 12 points in the fourth 
quarter to wrap up the vic-
tory, shutting John Adams 
out in the second half. Josh-
ua Timmer was unstoppable 
on the ground, racking up 
263 rushing yards and three 
touchdowns. 

OTHER SCORES

Flushing 32, FDR 0
Long Island City 38, East 

Harlem 22
Alfred E. Smith 12, Far 

Rockaway 6
Boys & Girls 28, Campus 

Magnet 12
Frederick Douglass 36, 

Cardozo 6
Iona Prep 49, St. Francis 

Prep 0

St. John's senior Jade Walker grew up playing on a boys' basketball 
team and she hasn't lost that edge, determined to make her mark with 
the Red Storm this season.  St. John's Athletics

SJU women’s hoops star 
plays like one of the guysHIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

ROUNDUP

Weigh in on the issues that matter to 
Queens by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to 
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Queens Midtown Tunnel, 
they could take the train.”

The MTA is studying the 
possibility of reviving the 
line, but there is also a strong 
push by some residents in 
southern Queens to convert 
the abandoned track into a 
park similar to the High Line 
in Manhattan.

Zwirn said as assembly-
man he plans to improve 
community and police rela-
tions. 

“The brave men and wom-
en of our nation’s police de-
partments put their lives on 
the line everyday in order to 
protect and serve their com-
munities,” he said. “I have 
become disgusted with ca-
reer politicians turning their 
back on our hardworking 
men and women in blue. We 
need to bring peace and secu-
rity back to our communities 
and we can only do that by 
standing behind our police 

— not degrading them. This 
can be done by implementing 
more beat policing efforts to 
establish a stronger rapport 
between the community and 
local law enforcement.”

Zwirn is also firmly 
against the way Mayor Bill 
de Blasio has dealt with the 
homeless crisis in the city. 
The Department of Homeless 
Services has begun renting 
out rooms to the homeless at 
the Playland hotel in Rock-
away Beach. 

“Playland should not be 
a shelter because it doesn’t 
meet the qualifications,” he 
said. “There are no bath-
rooms, all communal, and 
the kids don’t go to school. 
The system in place now en-
ables families.  The system is 
making it tougher. We need 
to put families in city hous-
ing with empty apartments. 
Those apartments are better 
suited to deal with families 
and meet the requirements, 
with beds and kitchens. The 
homeless are not the problem, 
the mayor is the problem.”

had passed between the at-
tack and the arrest.

“To our community, 16 
days is 16 days too many,” he 
said. “That is sending a mes-
sage that this is OK time and 
time again.” 

Wills also said if sus-
pects sought by the police 
were worried about turning 
themselves into the NYPD 

safely, they could contact his 
office to ensure a peaceful 
apprehension. He expressed 
thanks that Springer was 
taken into custody without 
incident, and praised the new 
community policing officers 
in the 103rd Precinct. He ex-
pressed hope that their work 
could build stronger bridges 
between community and the 
NYPD.

If convicted, Springer 
faces up to seven years in 
prison.

comprehensively,” he said. 
“When you look at a map, 
whatever angle you look at 
it the information should be 
consistent, comprehensive, ac-
curate and trustworthy. And 
that’s basically what I’m going 
to bring to the office.”

Maio said his top priority is 
the development of an app that 
collects citizens’ reports and 
citations to establish commu-
nity relations. 

“What I am proposing 
is very simple,” he said. “A 
phone app. All you have to do, 

whatever problem you have, 
instead of calling the police, 
take a picture of it, send any 
information and it will come 
straight to my office. I will 
work with the police depart-
ment, I will work with the 
proper agencies. You can use 
it to report crimes anony-
mously so you don’t have to be 
involved. The way the current 
system is eventually someone 
will come out and check, but 
when they check, they only 
check the documented prob-
lem. If it’s not on their work 
order, it won’t be looked at. I 
will go out and have my peo-
ple check other spots within 
that area and ask what else is 
wrong and then work with the 

city to have them help compre-
hensively.”

Meng said she is the more 
qualified candidate because 
of her close ties to the commu-
nity. 

“I applaud Danniel for run-
ning,” she said. “It’s a democ-
racy and everyone is entitled 
to run, but he’s new to Queens. 
I believe he just moved to the 
Forest Hills area. I never met 
him before a forum two weeks 
ago. I have  closer ties to our 
community and our commu-
nity leaders.  We have worked 
closely together to make Wash-
ington, D.C. more relevant to 
Queens, securing funding to 
make sure that my constitu-
ents lives are improved.”

both lanes. Cars go over 
the median.  What happens 
when people are waiting for 
a bus?”

Miller was involved in an 
August rally in Woodhaven 
to protest SBS with many 
residents and transit activ-
ists making appearances. He 
pointed out that Community 
Board 9 rejected the DOT’s 
plan and the city agency re-
sponded by saying it would 
put off the SBS plan only to 
begin building a bus stop two 
days later.

Maldonado said his first 
order of business for getting 
into office would be to address 
the issue of homeless shelters 
in Queens by circulating peo-
ple out of shelters and helping 
those with Section 8 vouchers 
find housing. He said the rea-
son why people stay in shel-

ters is because there are no 
programs to get people out, 
while shelter owners are ben-
efitting financially from city 
taxpayer money.

“When you start ware-
housing people, and you don’t 
have anything for them to do 
to get out of that building, 
then you’re doing nothing,” 
he said.

Miller is currently push-
ing back at the city, which 
is trying to put a shelter in 
Ozone Park, but 

“There are so many fore-
closed homes, and you’re 
spending $3,000 a month per 
family and you have 58,000 
people,” Miller said. “Just 
think of the price tag each 
month to house the homeless, 
just buy up the foreclosures 
from the banks. They can’t be 
that bad, fix them up if you 
have to. It’ll cost you noth-
ing after that... I’d rather pay 
$1,000 to help someone get 
back on their feet than pay 
$3,000 to warehouse them.”

she said to chuckles from the 
crowd, teachers could respond 
by saying “that four giants 
of the entertainment world 
did what you do now - walked 
through the doors of Forest 
Hills High School.” 

David Farrer learned about 
the renaming through the 
band’s official site. He said 
he had been a fan for about 30 
years and seen the group play 
live about 15 times.

“They’re so relatable. They 
seem like guys I would hang 
out with, friends of mine,” he 
said, detailing why he was at-
tracted to the band. “It’s why 
so many bands are influenced 
by them.”

The Ramones was formed 
in 1974 in Forest Hills by a 

group of friends who all took 
the name “Ramone” as a stage 
surname. They regularly 
frequented CBGBs in New 
York City and wrote a dizzy-
ing number of classic songs, 
including “Blitzkrieg Bop,” 
“Beat on the Brat” and “Teen-
age Lobotomy.”

Robert Yenco came to the 
festivities with a giant papier-
mâché rendering of Joey’s 
head that he could wear on top 
of his own. He said he commis-
sioned an artist to prepare the 
piece so he could wear it for the 
annual Joey Ramone birthday 
celebration in Manhattan, but 
he felt the street renaming was 
cause to break it out again.

“As a teenager, I knew there 
was something different to 
them,” he said. “But all these 
years later, I still hear some-
thing I haven’t heard before.”

At the end of the event, 
a crowd gathered beneath a 

white cloth covering a street 
sign. Spectators spanning gen-
erations from grandparents to 
infants surrounded the sign, 
many wearing shirts embla-
zoned with the band’s signa-
ture crest.

“OK, on a count of three!” 
an organizer yelled to the 
crowd, giving them a cue for 
when they would pull the 
sheet. Someone yelled that it 
needed to be a four-count, in 
honor of the rapid-fire way 
Dee Dee Ramone would count 
in a song live with a “1-2-3-4” 
yelp.

The crowd obliged, and on 
the four count, the sheet was 
pulled away to unveil a brand 
new sign that said “Ramones 
Way.” The crowd cheered in 
approval.

“Take it, Dee Dee!” some-
one yelled.

Hospital Center, where he died 
from his injuries.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) was not surprised 
Morales-Rodriguez was re-
leased. This past May, his bill 
to crack down on drivers who 
kill or seriously injure others 
while driving with a revoked, 
suspended or otherwise inval-
id license, passed in the Senate 
but not the Assembly.

“Unfortunately, the law 
doesn’t give law enforcement 
the tools necessary to treat 
these people as seriously as 
they should be,” Gianaris said. 
“We said the last time that we 
hoped there wouldn’t be an-
other tragedy before we fix it 
and now there has been. We’re 
going to redouble our efforts 
in the next session.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) believes the 
release of Morales-Rodriguez 
is a sign that the system has 
broken down.

“To be out there without 
bail is saddening,” he said. 
“How do you tell the parents, 
how will the parents react? 
How will the community re-
act that he can take away an 
8-month-old life and easily 
come out without bail?”

That the tragedy occurred 
on Astoria Boulevard, a street 
in a “Priority Area” identified 
by the city as dangerous and in 
need of fixing in 2015, is a sign 
that Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vi-
sion Zero efforts have stalled, 
according to Transportation 
Alternatives Executive Direc-
tor Paul Steely White.

“Traffic fatalities on city 
streets and highways are up 
for the first time in three 
years,” he said. “As of Mon-
day, 192 had been killed on city 

streets, including 114 pedestri-
ans. The killing of this baby 
makes 115 New Yorkers whose 
lives were cut short, just walk-
ing the streets.”

Cristina Furlong, the co-
founder of Make Queens Safer, 
said the city must speed up 
the redesigns of streets like 
Astoria Boulevard while the 
state Legislature toughens the 
laws.

“I really don’t know if Ar-
mando Rodriguez should sit 
in jail for the rest of his life. 
Surely he should never be be-
hind the wheel of a motor vehi-
cle,” she said. “Surely his debt 
to Navraj’s family needs to be 
paid somehow. But without the 
proper laws on the books, the 
DA’s hands are tied. We’ve got 
to look to Albany to revise the 
traffic laws that allow killer 
drivers to be set free while all 
across the city, families lose 
loved ones to this reckless-
ness.”
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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