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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The lawsuit filed by former 
Queens Library CEO Thomas 
Galante against the institu-
tion and two of its trustees has 
ended in a $1.5 million settle-
ment. 

Galante, who worked with 
the library for 27 years, was 
fired in December 2014 amid 
an FBI investigation of his 
outside consulting business 
and audit by City Comptroller 
Scott Stringer that determined 
Galante was using the Library 
to pay for personal expenses. 
Galante went on to sue the li-
brary for $2 million in Novem-
ber 2015 for breach of contract, 
claiming he was fired without 
cause.

Queens Library President 
and CEO Dennis M. Walcott, 
released a statement on the 
settlement and dismissal of 
the case. 

“It’s in the best interest of 
this institution and the public 
to put our time and resources 
towards our future, rather 
than litigate this matter to 
conclusion,” Walcott said. “I 
look forward to continuing 
our work of providing out-
standing service to all of our 
customers.”

Of the $1.5 million half 

BY BILL PARRY

The champagne shower 
took Brian Barnwell by sur-
prise Tuesday night after he 
defeated Republican nomi-
nee Tony Nunziato convinc-
ingly. The political newcomer 
shocked longtime Assembly-
woman Margaret Markey (D-
Maspeth) in September’s 
Democratic primary, taking 
63 percent of that vote and now 
he’s won her seat.

“It’s a great feeling and it’s 
very rewarding that the com-
munity has put their faith 
in me to fight their battles,” 

Barnwell said. “Hard work 
pays off and I had hundreds of 
volunteers who worked just as 
hard as me.”

With about 92 percent of 
the vote counted, Barnwell 
had 67 percent of the vote in 
his column vs. 33 percent for 
Nunziato.

 Barnwell and several ob-
servers said the key to his suc-
cess in upsetting Markey in 
September’s Democratic pri-

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 46 60 total pages

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An EmblemHealth Neigh-
borhood Care facility in Cam-
bria Heights will remain open 
despite initial fears of closure, 
according to state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans). He 
made the announcement dur-

ing a news conference outside 
the facility last Friday.

“This success is due to the 
hard work and engagement of 
our community,” Comrie said 
to the crowd at the facility, 
located at 206-20 Linden Blvd.   
“Because you rallied support 
and collected signatures, this 

vital resource for the com-
munity will not be closing its 
doors to the people who rely 
on it.”

Comrie said EmblemHealth 
had contacted him prior to the 
start of the news conference to 
pledge to work with the com-

Continued on Page 52
State Sen. Leroy Comrie speaks outside of the EmblemHealth facility in 
Cambria Heights. Courtesy of Sen. Comrie's office

Brian Barnwell, a Woodside lawyer and political newcomer, ended his Cinderella run for the Assembly this 
week by defeating Republican Tony Nunziato — after unseating the incumbent in September’s Democratic 
primary in central Queens.   Photo by Bill Parry

Galante gets
$300K for 
being fi red

EmblemHealth facility stays open

Barnwell outworks Nunziato
Young Dem takes Markey’s Assembly seat after upsetting her in primary

+ Dem regulars win
+ Boro GOP revived
+ Suozzi prevails

See Pages 4 and 5

ELECTIONS
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A St. Albans woman was 

charged by the Manhattan 
district attorney’s office with 
fatally pushing another wom-
an in front of a subway train 
at Times Square Monday, 
according to Manhattan DA 
Cyrus Vance.

Melanie Liverpool, 30, 
was charged with murder in 
the second degree, he said. 
The criminal complaint filed 
by the DA said  Liverpool was 
observed by two witnesses 
pushing a woman in front 
of an oncoming 1 train at 
42nd Street station at Times 
Square . The woman was 
found dead under the train 
by EMS workers and NYPD 
officers.

The victim was identified 
as Connie Watton, 49, who 
lives in Long Island City, ac-
cording to the NYPD. The 
incident occurred at about 
1:20 p.m., and Liverpool was 
arrested at the scene.

The New York Post report-
ed that Watton was the house-
keeper of Blackstone CEO 
Stephen Schwartzman. Wat-
ton worked for the family for 
30 years, and Schwartzman’s 
daughter Zibby said she was 
conscientious and caring, of-
ten looking after the children 
in the family. Schwartzman 
said that she considered Wat-
ton to be part of the family. 

“I guess, intellectually, you 
know things like this happen 
but to someone so close who 
is part of the fabric of every 
single day of your life and for 
something so senseless and 
so random, it makes me want 
to pack my bags and get out 
of New York,” she said to the 
Post. “She was a part of every 
holiday. She was just a part of 
every piece of life since I was 
nine years old.”

The Post also reported 
that police did not suspect 
that   Watton and Liverpool 

interacted before Liverpool 
allegedly pushed Watton, and 
police sources were cited as 
saying that Liverpool may 
suffer from schizophrenia or 
mental illness. 

Liverpool was remanded 
without bail at the request of 
Assistant District Attorney 
Michelle Warren , and her 
next court date was sched-
uled for yesterday . The Post 
reported that Matthew Mari, 
Liverpool’s defense attorney, 
said she previously worked 
as a home aide and has no 
prior convictions. 

NYPD sources said Liv-
erpool had lied about push-
ing a woman in front of a 
subway train who allegedly 
 committed suicide on Oct. 19, 
according to the Post. The 19-
year college student allegedly 
jumped in front of a train at 
Union Square, and Liverpool 
was held for a psychiatric ex-
amination after she claimed 
she pushed the student. This 
previous incident was under 
investigation in the after-
math of the Watton murder, 
according to the NYPD.

Liverpool lives on Linden 
Boulevard in St. Albans, ac-
cording to the NYPD.
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BY BILL PARRY

The Paratore family and 
other residents of the Dit-
mars section of Astoria are 
breathing a sigh of relief after 
Amtrak decided to temporar-
ily halt any further actions or 
negotiations regarding prop-
erties many homeowners have 
leased for decades. Under the 
existing agreement, Amtrak 
leases out the property under-
neath the trusses of the Hell 
Gate Bridge for a nominal fee 
which releases it from the bur-
den of maintaining the prem-
ises. 

In a letter sent to homeown-
ers in August, Amtrak issued 
a 30-day notice to accept an 
annual increase that in some 
cases was as much as 100,000 
percent or tens of thousands of 
dollars.

Anthony Paratore, 61, has 
lived his entire life at 22-38 
23rd St. His rent was slated to 
rise from $25 a year to $25,560.

“It blew me away,” he said. 
“I thought it was a scam.”

His neighbor, 71-year-old 
grandmother Loretta Csiko-
rtis, has lived her entire life 
at 22-52 23rd St. Her rent was 
poised to climb from $50 to 
$45,000.

“I thought it was a typing 
error,” she said. “I was born 
here and I’d like to die here, but 
under these conditions I could 
never afford to live here.”

In August, U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) joined forces with 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
and City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
to denounce the agency’s ex-
orbitant rent increase. Two 
months later, Amtrak backed 
down — at least for now. 

“Following discussions 
with Congressman Crowley, 
his staff and others in the 

community, Amtrak has de-
cided to temporarily halt any 
further action or negotiation 
involving residential lease 
agreements in the area near 
the Hell Gate Bridge,” Amtrak 
spokesman Craig Schulz said. 
“We appreciate Congressman 
Crowley’s involvement and 
attention to this matter and 
look forward to working with 
him and others on a mutually 
agreeable course of action go-
ing forward.”

Crowley and the Astoria 
elected officials cheered the 
announcement last week.

“Amtrak’s decision to hit 
the brakes on an unconscio-
nable rent hike for working 
families in Astoria is not just 
welcome news, but also a great 
victory for the community,” 
they said in a joint statement. 
“Together, we raised our 

voices to ensure the time, ef-
fort, and money that these 
homeowners have put into 
maintaining these properties 
over the years are recognized. 
This news lifts a huge weight 
off the shoulders of people who 
love their neighborhood and 
comes at the right time as we 
approach the holiday season.”

As for Amtrak’s “agree-
able course of action going 
forward,” the electeds said, 
“as it pertains to terms of the 
lease moving forward, we 
hope Amtrak will consider the 
value these homeowners bring 
as stewards of the property 
when determining a mutually 
agreeable course of action in 
the future.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Melanie Liverpool is accused of 
fatally pushing a woman in front 
of a subway train, police say. 

Facebook

Astoria residents Loretta Csikortis and Anthony Paratore celebrate 
Amtrak's retreat on exorbitant rent increases with their elected offi-
cials. Courtesy Crowley's office

Qns woman busted
in train push death

Amtrak backs down
Agency rescinds huge rent hikes on Astoria renters
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BY MARK HALLUM

The beige brick row houses 
of central Ridgewood are now 
officially recognized as an 
historic district by the Land-
mark Preservation Commis-
sion, a designation which will 
maintain the character of the 
neighborhood for generations 
to come. Many of the residents 
in the community have roots 
as old as the distinct build-
ings themselves, and with 
the changing character of the 
neighborhood were enthusias-
tic with the new status of their 
area.

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) unveiled the Central 
Ridgewood Historic District 
sign on the corner of 70th Av-
enue and Fresh Pond Road last 
Friday with LPC Chairwoman 
Meenakshi Srinivasan, LPC 
Foundation Chairwwoman 
Christina Davis and Ridge-
wood Civic Association Presi-
dent Paul Kerzner.

Kerzner has been advocat-

ing for historic designations 
in Ridgewood since 1983 and 
remains committed to keep 
adding the preservation dis-
tricts.

“There are two [historic 
districts] in the city of New 
York that are larger than 
Ridgewood,” Kerzner said. 
“And those two neighborhoods 
are Greenwich Village... and 
the largest historic district in 
the city is Sunset Park, believe 
it or not. They have Ridgewood 
beat by about 15 buildings. 
That will not stand.”

John Frey, or Jack as he is 
known, spend the first 26 years 
of his life on 70th Avenue, west 
of Fresh Pond Road where 
the dedication ceremony took 
place. He now lives on Wood-
bine Street and has spent over 
80 years in Ridgewood, apart 
from a summer in Los Angeles 
as a young man. He spoke of 
the staples and hangouts long 
gone over the years, such as 
meeting halls, stores and res-
taurants.

Community Board 5 Chair-

man Vincent Arcuri said his 
father was born in Ridgewood 
in 1900, prior to the construc-
tion of many of the structures 
in the district. According to 
Arcuri, he never left Ridge-
wood because he had no reason 
to. It is an attractive place with 
clean streets, which attracts 
immigrants to this day. He 
remarked that the new wave 
of transplants are coming in 
the form of hipsters, widely re-
garded as a gentrifying force.

“When people think of 
New York City, they think of 
so many different character-
istics,” Crowley said. “Ridge-
wood really exemplified that 
character. It’s so important 
that we’re able to preserve the 
rich history and culture that 
Ridgewood has to provide.”

The majority of the struc-
tures in the neighborhood 
were built between 1906 and 
World War I, following the con-
struction of the metro lines to 

the area and eastward expan-
sion of the quickly sprawling 
New York City, according to 
the LPC. Ridgewood quickly 
evolved from a rural commu-
nity into an urban enclave 
populated mainly by German 
Americans who had relocated 
away from tenement life in im-
migrant communities such as 
the Lower East Side, Bushwick 
and Williamsburg.

Central Ridgewood will 
now enjoy the protections 
Ridgewood South and Ridge-
wood North Historic District 
have enjoyed since 2010.

“The buildings in this dis-
trict were a significant up-
grade from earlier tenements, 
and served as a model for af-
fordable housing at a time 
when New York City’s popu-
lation was growing rapidly,” 
Srinivasan said in a news re-
lease when the historic district 
was first approved in 2014. 
“Most remarkably, most of 
these lively buildings remain 
unchanged since their comple-
tion over 100 years ago.”

Central Ridgewood was officially named an historic district Nov. 4. 
Photo by Michael Shain

Ridgewood row houses designated city landmark
Central Ridgewood Historic District celebrates neighborhood’s distinctive architecture
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

 Tom Suozzi said he is 
looking forward to finding 
common ground between his 
fellow Democrats and Repub-
licans after he was elected 
Tuesday to fill the seat of re-
tiring  U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville). The district cov-
ers parts of Long Island and 
eastern Queens.

“I’m very excited about 
our victory, but I recognize 
there are very serious prob-
lems we face in the country,” 
he said during a conference 
call Wednesday morning, not-
ing Americans should “really 
reflect on how we’re going to 
bring people together to solve 
the problems we face.”

Suozzi won about 48.4 per-
cent of the total vote, with 
all 630 precincts reporting, 
according to unofficial vote 
totals from the state Board of 
Elections, while his Republi-
can opponent, state Sen. Jack 
Martins (R-Mineola), had 
about 44 percent. 

The BOE reported Suozzi 
had 156,315 votes out of the 
322,608 total vote count. There 
are 505,342 registered voters in 
the district. Martins released 
a statement congratulating 
Suozzi and acknowledging the 
defeat.

“The results are in and 
unfortunately we’ve come up 

short,” he said. “While the out-
come was not what we hoped 
and the race is over, it does not 
mean we will stop fighting for 
the ideals on which we ran.”

Suozzi will represent the 
3rd Congressional District, 
which includes parts of Suf-

folk and Nassau counties in 
Long Island, as well as parts 
of Bay Terrace, Whitestone, 
Glen Oaks and Floral Park. 
He pledged to open a district 
office in Queens, suggest-
ing somewhere on Northern 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Democratic candidate Sta-
cey Pheffer Amato is the new 
assemblywoman for Queens’ 
23rd District, which covers the 
Rockaways, Ozone Park and 
Howard Beach.

Amato won in a landslide 
with 67 percent of the vote. 
She will take over for As-
semblyman Philip Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park), who stepped 
down to focus on his family. 
Amato ran against Republican 
candidate Alan Zwirn, a fellow 
Rockaway resident and presi-
dent of the Rockaway Repub-
lican Club, who got 33 percent, 
according to unofficial results 
from NY1.com.

Amato is a lifelong Rock-
away resident who worked 
with the community to rebuild 

after Superstorm Sandy. She 
is also the daughter of former 
Assemblywoman Audrey Ph-
effer. 

“I am extremely grateful to 
the voters of southern Queens 
and Rockaway for electing 

me the next state Assembly 
member in the 23rd District,” 
Amato said in a statement. 
“Our families demand a lot 
from their elected officials. We 
have been lucky to have truly 
dedicated public servants who 
have been instrumental in our 
recovery from Sandy and who 
have been strong voices in 
City Hall and in Albany. I am 
humbled by the community’s 
faith in me to continue this im-
portant work and I intend to be 
a strong advocate for our fami-
lies. I would like to commend 
my opponent for his spirited 
and hard-fought campaign.”

 Assemblywoman Nily Ro-
zic (D-Flushing) will serve a 
third term representing the 
25th District after a landslide 
win over Republican Usman 

                  DAVID WEPRIN 
Photo by Michael Shain

Tom Suozzi (seen here voting with his son Joe) is heading to Congress in 
January after pulling out a victory over Republican Jack Martins for the 
seat that covers part of eastern Queens. He will replace retiring U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel.  Courtesy of Suozzi campaign

New faces among regulars 

Suozzi succeeds Israel
Former Nassau County executive beats Jack Martins

Results for the 19 Queens 
races for Congress and the state 
Legislature (all results are from 
NY1.com, with the exception of 
U.S. House District 6, which is 
from the NYC Board of Elections 
website):

U.S. House District 3
Thomas Suozzi (D) 52.4%
Jack Martins (R) 47.6%

U.S. House District 5
Gregory Meeks (D) 85.5%
Michael O’Reilly (R) 13.0%
Frank Francois (G) 1.5%

U.S. House District 6
Grace Meng (D) 71.8%
Danniel Maio (R) 26.9%
Harris Bhatti 1.1% 

U.S. House District 12
Carolyn Maloney (D) 83.0%
Robert Ardini (R)  17.0%

U.S. House District 14
Joseph Crowley (D) 82.6%
Frank Spotorno (R) 17.4%

State Senate District 10
James Sanders (D) 96.5%
Adrienne Adams (Women’s 
 Equality) 3.5%

State Senate District 11
Tony Avella (D) 69.2%
Mark Cipolla (R) 30.8%

State Senate District 12
Michael Gianaris (D) 86.0%
Marvin R. Jeffcoat (R) 14.0%

State Senate District 13
Jose Peralta (D) 86.7%
Jesus Gonzalez (R) 13.3%

Senate State District 14
Leroy Comrie (D) 92.3%
Jarret Freeman (R) 7.7%

State Senate District 15
Joseph Addabbo (D) 63.1%
Michael Conigliaro (R) 36.9%

State Senate District 16
Toby Ann Stavisky (D) 77.8%
Carlos Giron (R)  22.2%

State Assembly District 23
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D) 67.4%
Alan Zwirn (R) 32.6%

State Assembly District 24
David Weprin (D) 82.5%
Ira Harris (R) 17.5%

State Assembly District 25
Nily Rozic (D) 76.1%
Usman Ali Chohan (R) 23.9%

State Assembly District 30
Brian Barnwell (D) 67.8%
Anthony Nunziato (R) 32.2%

State Assembly District 33
Clyde Vanel (D) 88.2%
Goldy-Francois Wellington (R) 
9.8%
Leroy Gadsden (New Ideas Party) 
2.0%

State Assembly District 38
Michael Miller (D) 80.4%
Joseph Maldonado (R) 19.6%

State Assembly District 40
Ron Kim (D) 75.2%
Miriam Rodriguez (R) 24.8%

Counting up
 the votes

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 28
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Attorney Clyde Vanel was 
elected Tuesday to fill the seat 
of Assemblywoman Barbara 
Clark in southeast Queens, 
who died earlier this year. 
He will represent parts of 
Cambria Heights, Glen Oaks, 
Queens Village, Rosedale and 
Springfield Gardens in the 
New York State Assembly.

Vanel bested Republican 
candidate Goldy-Francois 
Wellington and Leroy Gads-
den, the head of the Jamaica 
NAACP branch, who ran 
on the NIP-New Ideas party 
line.

With all 74 precincts re-
porting, Vanel captured 83.2 
percent of the vote, according 
to unofficial vote tallies from 
the state Board of Elections. 
Vanel captured 37,799 votes 
out of 45,144 votes in total. 
The 33rd Assembly District 

has 77,695 active registered 
voters, according to the state 
BOE.

Vanel previously ran 
against Clark in the 2012 
Democratic primary, when 
he got approximately 10.6 
percent of the vote. Vanel 
campaigned on introducing 
legislation to assist robust 
business growth in the area, 
pointing to the downtown 
Jamaica corridor as an area 
ripe for higher-paying and 
high-quality jobs.

“We must improve the 
business environment in 
New York State in order to 
keep jobs, businesses, em-
ployers and entrepreneurs 
in our city. Additionally, we 
must foster a business cli-
mate to attract employers to 
our city to create more jobs,” 
his campaign website said. 
“New York desperately needs 

BY MARK HALLUM

Queens County GOP chair-
man Bob Turner, a former 
congressman from southern 
Queens, has rebuilt the party 
in a predominately Demo-
cratic borough and put forth 
a large group of candidates to 
challenge incumbents in the 
Nov. 8 election. Despite the 
fact the Democrats were able 
to hold off their opponents, 
the newly struck unity among 
Republicans is a far cry from 
the polarization which existed 
among its members up un-
til very recently and divided 
loyalties to the party’s leader-
ship.

“Running a Republican in 
Queens is not easy since you 
have about a four-to-one reg-
istration disadvantage,” said 
Turner, who pointed out that 
Republicans still have not been 

competitive in getting their 
message out in comparison to 
their liberal counterparts. But 
the right demographic is still 
in Queens, untapped by the 
GOP, in the form of suburban 
homeowners whose values 
mirror that of what is com-
monly referred to as the “par-

ty of family values,” he said.
Although none of the Repub-

lican candidates got through 
in this election at the state and 
federal level, Turner was hap-
py with the numbers coming 
back on Election Night.

In Queens, where Repub-

BY BILL PARRY

All six incumbent state sen-
ators from Queens won re-elec-
tion by comfortable margins, 
including state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who de-
feated Republican challenger 
Marvin Jeffcoat of Woodside 
by 86 percent to 14 percent, ac-
cording to unofficial results 
from the state Board of Elec-
tions.

“I am pleased the people 
I represent in Astoria, Long 
Island City, Sunnyside, Wood-
side, Ridgewood and Wood-
haven continue to feel confi-
dent in me,” Gianaris said. 
“I’ll continue to roll up my 
shirtsleeves and continue to 
fight to make their lives bet-
ter.”

As the deputy Democratic 
Conference leader, Gianaris 
had hoped his party would 
gain control of the Senate by 
winning seats across the state 
during this election cycle.  A 
win by Long Island Democrat 
Todd Kaminsky gives the par-
ty 26 seats, with seven more 
seats that are part of the In-
dependent Democrats Confer-

ence, and Brooklyn Democrat 
Simcha Felder who conferenc-
es with Republicans who hold 
31 positions.

Two other races are too 

close to count and could swing to the Democrats, according to 
Gianaris.

“We still have hope that 
when they’re counted we’ll 
have enough for the major-

ity,” Gianaris said. As for IDC 
leader Jeff Klein of the Bronx, 
who has aligned his splinter 
group with the Republicans 
in the past, Gianaris said they 
are in discussions to unite to 
establish a working majority 
for the Democrats.

“We’ve been talking with 
him and those conversations 
will continue,” he said. “It will 
be a few weeks before all of the 
absentee votes are counted 
and they’ll want to see where 
that takes us. They won’t even 
start opening those envelopes 
until next week.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), the only member of 
the Independent Democrats 
Conference from Queens, 
would not comment. 

“The Republicans won an 
outright majority and there 
are still races being counted 
in certain districts so the IDC 
and Sen. Avella will not be is-
suing a statement until the 
time is right and the picture is 
clearer,” his spokesman said.

 State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) defeated 
Republican nominee Jesus 

The Queens County GOP recovered from internal polarization to challenge 
19 Democratic seats in Tuesday's election. Photo by Michael Shain 

State Sen. Michael Gianaris poses with Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas after voting Tuesday. Both won re-
election. Courtesy Gianaris’ office

Dems hope for majority in state Senate
Gianaris says two races too close to call plus deal with IDC could fi nally swing control

Turner works to bring back 
GOP as strong force in boro

Vanel wins contest 
to fi ll Clark’s seat

ELECTIONELECTION
20162016 Continued on Page 28
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BY BILL PARRY

The unprecedented growth 
taking place in Long Island 
City, with 11,000 condominium 
and rental units built in the 
last decade with another 22,500 
being developed, has been well 
documented by the LIC Part-
nership. For nearly a year the 
development organization has 
been working on a far-reach-
ing, cross-sector business and 
organization survey, the first 
phase of which was released 
Monday.

The “Long Island City 
Comprehensive Plan: Phase 1” 
addresses how to leverage the 
district’s tremendous market 
potential and guide public and 
private-sector investments in 
LIC to balance growth across 
sectors. Despite its current de-
velopment boom and histori-
cal economic importance, LIC 
has never been studied across 
its full geography and across 
its many sectors.

“Thanks to the hundreds of 
area businesses and organiza-
tions that participated in the 
development of this report by 
providing essential input and 

guidance,” LIC Partnership 
President Elizabeth Lusskin 
said. “Implementing these rec-
ommendations will impact all 
sectors and help maintain and 
foster an equitable, mixed-use, 
culturally robust, full-service 
community in LIC. Through 
targeted interventions and 
partnerships at the local, 
city, state and federal levels, 
LIC can be a model 21st cen-
tury mixed-use neighborhood 
for communities in NYC and 
throughout the country.”

The study found that LIC’s 
location, cultural vibrancy 
and the interdependence and 
collaboration among enti-
ties are seen as the district’s 
greatest assets. The study also 
found that LIC’s businesses 
and organizations are opti-
mistic about their longevity in 
LIC and want to expand opera-
tions there, yet cite affordable 
and properly sized space as a 
concern.

“We strongly support LIC 
Partnership’s vision for ensur-
ing that employers can find 
adequate, reasonably priced 
commercial and retail space 
in order to establish and ex-

pand their businesses here,” 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege President Gail O. Mellow 
said. “This will fuel Long Is-
land City’s continued growth 
as an economic and education 
hub. With over 50,000 students 
annually, LaGuardia is a vi-

tal part of this thriving eco-
system, and we are looking 
forward to working with com-
panies throughout LIC to iden-
tify and meet their education 
and training needs.”

The study highlighted nine 
recommendations to foster 

continued and expanded suc-
cess while addressing real 
neighborhood challenges 
including relieving the com-
mercial parking strain. The 
findings also confirmed that 
movement within the neigh-
borhood needs to be improved 
to allow residents, workers 
and visitors to take advantage 
of LIC’s numerous resources 
including arts and culture.

“This administration is 
catalyzing Long Island City 
as an economic hub for the 
21st century by continuing 
to make key investments in 
transportation, infrastruc-
ture, and growing strong 
middle-class jobs,” New York 
City Economic Development 
Corporation President Maria 
Torres-Springer said. “With 
valuable input from residents, 
businesses, our partners in 
government and local organi-
zations on the ground, the LIC 
Comprehensive Plan provides 
a blueprint for the bright fu-
ture of this community.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The LIC Partnership developed a plan to manage the neighborhood’s ex-
plosive growth. Photo by Bill Parry

Plan unveiled for future of booming LIC

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

District Offi ces:

This Veteran’s Day join me in honoring those 
who have served and who are currently serving our 
country. Because we treasure peace and freedom, 

thank them and show them our appreciation.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15
Ranking Member of NYS Senate Committee for Veterans, 

Homeland Security, and Military Affairs

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The ex-boyfriend of a 
woman who was found 
stabbed to death in her 
car in South Jamaica 
last weekend has been ar-
rested and charged with 
her murder, the Queens 
district attorney’s office 
said.

Qwantrell J. Gilliam, 
41, was charged with 
murder in the second 
degree, tampering with 
physical evidence and 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, according to the 
criminal complaint filed 
against him. 

Dayo Corley, 43, was 
last seen alive near the 
corner of Farmers Bou-
levard and 137th Avenue, 
at about 1:45 a.m. Oct. 29. 
The criminal complaint 
said someone had report-
ed her as missing earlier 
that evening.

Police found Corley 
at about 2:20 p.m. Oct. 
31, in the front seat of a 
Chevrolet Equinox reg-
istered to her, near the 
corner of Lakeview Lane 
and 122nd Avenue. EMS 
workers pronounced her 
dead at the scene and 
the medical examiner 
later determined Corley 
had been stabbed in the 
throat and also found 
evidence she had been 
strangled, according to 
the criminal complaint.

A witness allegedly 
told police that Corley 
and Gilliam were in a 
relationship until about 
a year ago, when they 
broke up. Corley alleg-
edly told the witness that 
Gilliam had been stalk-
ing her sporadically over 
the course of the past 
year, showing up at her 
home or work. The wit-
ness also said Corley’s 
tires were found slashed 
Oct. 27 and the witness 
saw Gilliam near the 
scene.

Gilliam allegedly 
spoke to police Oct. 31, 
saying he spoke briefly 
to Corley by phone at 
about 1 a.m. Oct. 29, but 

the call was dropped, 
the criminal complaint 
said. Police also found 
video surveillance al-
legedly showing Gilliam 
in the vicinity of where 
Corley’s body was found. 
At various points as he 
passed by cameras, Gil-
liam could allegedly be 
seen opening a bottle 
and pouring the contents 
of the bottle on his hands 
and holding what ap-
pears to be a shiny metal 
object in his hand, which 
the criminal complaint 
contended could have 
been a knife.

Corley was a mother 
of two, according to a Go-
FundMe page set up for 
her family to manage ex-
penses in the aftermath 
of her death. She was 
also a parishioner at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
in Springfield Gardens, 
according to the church’s 
website. Her murder 
prompted expressions 
of grief and frustration 
from elected officials, in-
cluding state Sen. James 
Sanders (D-South Ozone 
Park) and Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamai-
ca), who organized a 
march in Corley’s memo-
ry Monday evening. 

Nearly $5,000 had 
been raised by the Go-
FundMe page as of press 
time.

Police arrest man 
in Jamaica murder

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

The ex-boyfriend of Dayo 
Corley has been arrested 
and charged with her mur-
der, according to the Queens 
DA. NYPD

For more hyper-local Queens news 
on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

Five years after a 160-year-
old mummy was torn from 
the earth at a construction 
site in Elmhurst, the Iron 
Coffin Lady was given a 
proper burial Monday by the 
elders of a Jackson Heights 
church. A dozen of the faith-
ful from Saint Mark African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
gathered at her grave site at 
Flushing Cemetery after a 
weekend celebration that fea-
tured historical exhibits and 
lectures Saturday.

“We wanted to preserve 
our history and know her his-
tory at the same time,” Rev. 
Kimberly Detherage said. 
“We had no idea we would 
keep her from her resting 
place for so long. Her body 
was disturbed and poked and 
prodded and DNA’d. We just 
wanted to give her a proper 
send-off.”

Saturday’s featured 
speaker was archeologist 
Scott Warnasch, who was 
working out of the New York 
City Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice identifying 9/11 remains 
in October 2011 when he was 
called to the construction site 
at 90-11 Corona Ave. to inves-
tigate a homicide.

“The operator of a back-
hoe shattered the coffin and 
dragged the body out,” Warn-
asch said. “The construction 
crew headed for the hills and 
called us and that’s where I 
came in. She was so well pre-
served, we discovered lesions 
on her skin.”

The archeologist knew the 
woman had died from small-
pox and he was intrigued by 

her casket, which resembled 
an Egyptian sarcophagus. 
Warnasch knew it was the 
type of coffin that was very 
expensive and used to bury 
elites the likes of Dolly Madi-
son, Daniel Webster and Pres-
ident Zachary Taylor, not an 
African-American woman in 
her 20s or 30s.

Warnash began years 
of research and discovered 
from an 1850 census on New-
town that the woman, who 
was likely named Martha 
Peterson, did domestic work 
in the home of the man who 
produced the special caskets 
in a Woodside foundry.

“Clearly the Iron Cof-
fin Lady was loved by her 
community and was given 
everything she needed for a 
proper burial despite the fear 
of smallpox,” Warnasch said. 
She was buried in the cem-
etery at the original location 
of St. Mark, and Rev. Dether-
age was determined to pay 
her back for the indignities of 
her unearthing.

“She reminds us of where 
we come from and where we 
are going as a people and a 
community of faith,” Dether-
age said. “When people don’t 
know their own heritage, 
they are discounted.”

More than a hundred 
church members listened to 
lectures by Warnasch; Mi-
chael Hutchison Frazier, the 
historian at the National Afri-
can American Burial Ground 
National Monument in Low-
er Manhattan; and others. 
Detherage was disappointed 
that there weren’t any young 
people in the room.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
  
Kenneth Brown did not 

think the projections for San-
dy could be true. As he visited 
a friend in the Rockaways on 
the weekend of Oct. 29, 2012, 
he said he did not imagine 
what the following weeks of 
his life would entail when the 
hurricane hit the city, causing 
significant damage along the 
peninsula.

“You would never think 
it could be like that,” he said. 
“Cars and trees were floating 
in the street. At any moment 
if you went out and you lived 
near the lowland, you didn’t 
know if you were going to see 
a body floating by.”

Brown’s greater challenge 
came when Sandy’s impact 
led him to relapse into a drug 
addiction he was fighting to 
break. He has now been sober 
since February of this year, 
and is an outpatient with 
Northwell Health’s Far Rock-
away Treatment Center at 1600 
Central Ave. Brown also took 
part in Project Restoration, 
a newly released survey con-
ducted by Northwell Health  on 
the effects Sandy had on sur-
vivors’ mental health and sub-
stance dependency problems.

Brown, 53, grew up in the 
Woodrow Wilson projects in 
Spanish Harlem and served 
in the Navy for four years. He 
recalled an early introduction 

to drugs and alcohol, using co-
caine for the first time when 
he was 17. He was sober when 
he visited the Rockaways on 
that fateful weekend while 
living in a Manhattan facil-
ity sponsored by the Fortune 
Society, which helps individu-
als with job training and sup-
portive services.  . Brown said 
he never intended to use drugs 
during the storm, but after the 
power went out, Brown and his 
friend had no means of reach-
ing help.

“Next thing I knew, the ap-
paratus was in my hand, and I 
was getting high, too,” Brown 
said.

Brown spent about a week 
 on the peninsula, recovering 
from the storm’s aftermath 
and struggling with his addic-
tion. He recalled that dealers 
were already back in the area 
a day or two after the storm 
hit, with customers rationing 
supplies for drugs, including 
National Guard-issued MREs. 
Brown said he was able to re-
turn to Manhattan after the 
dollar vans starting running 
again. 

Al Barreto, the program 
director of the Far Rockaway 
Treatment Center, said the 
center is the only state-cer-
tified drug treatment center 
on the peninsula and has suf-
fered from budget cuts in the 
years since the storm.

“We’re trying to just keep 

our program going and make 
ourselves available to the com-
munity,” he said. “The contin-
ued support of the city is defi-
nitely needed.”

Dr. Michelle Schwartz, 
the lead investigator for the 
Project Restoration survey, 
said her staff reached out to 
residents of the Rockaways at 
community events. Schwartz 
said 1,000 residents have been 
screened to date, with almost 
half of the respondents list-
ing significant mental health 
difficulties. The program has 
connected 150 of these par-
ticipants with mental health 
care.

“Even just making them 
more aware of their symptoms 
was a huge first step, but get-
ting them to that first appoint-
ment is a big thing,” she said. 
“We really have hard evidence 
that natural disasters like a 
hurricane have mental health 
effects on a population.”

She said it was more diffi-
cult to discern results involv-
ing drug use from the survey, 
speculating that survey-takers 
were hesitant to speak about 
addictions they faced. 

Mary Washington was one 
participant who was willing to 
speak publicly about how San-
dy affected her own drug use. 
Washington was born in Rich-
mond, Va., and when the storm 
hit, she was living in the Ham-

Rev. Kimberly Detherage (l) presides over the funeral of the Iron 
Coffin Lady following a weekend celebration of the 160-year-old mum-
my. Photo by Michael Shain

Michelle Schwartz (l), Kenneth Brown and Mary Washington announce results from the Northwell survey cata-
loguing mental health issues in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. Courtesy of Northwell

Fighting addiction
Study looks at mental health diffi culties post-Sandy

160-year-old mummy
receives proper burial

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 28
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Blotter
SOUTH OZONE PARK — The 

NYPD is seeking a teenager who has 
been missing since Tuesday morning, 
and is asking for the public’s help in 
finding her.

Ilaysha Rincon, 13, lives near the 
corner of 135th Avenue and 122nd 
Street, and was last seen leaving her 
residence at 7 a.m. that day. She is 
5-foot-3, 110 pounds, with a thin build 
and a medium complexion, accord-
ing to the NYPD. Police said she had 
brown hair and brown eyes, and was 
last seen wearing a gray shirt and gray 
pants. The NYPD also released a photo 
of the missing girl.

Police were asking anyone with any 
information about the missing teen-
ager to call the NYPD Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1 (800) 577-TIPS, or to submit 
tips online at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com. All tips are confidential, po-
lice said.

JAMAICA—Police were looking 
for three men wanted for a string of 
burglaries in Queens Village and Ja-
maica. 

The first incident occurred on Oct. 
10 at 3:50 a.m. According to police, the 
three men entered Johaen Deli on 92-
56 210th St. by removing the locks from 
the front security gate. The men took 
the ATM machine, which contained 
$2,400 in cash and fled the location.

The second robbery occurred Oct. 
26 at 4:15 a.m. Police said the suspects 
entered Polanco Deli on 147-02 Foch 

Blvd. by removing the locks. The sus-
pects tried to take the ATM machine 
but instead made off with the cash reg-
ister, which contained $100 in cash. 

The third robbery took place on 
Nov. 1 at 4 a.m. The suspects entered 
Denican Coffee Shop on 110-02 103rd 
Ave. by removing the locks from the 
security gate. The suspects removed 
the ATM machine, which contained 
$2,000 in cash, police said. They also 
took $500 in cash from a shelf. 

The suspects fled each location in 
an SUV

Police were searching for a missing 
Flushing man.

 Edward Ortiz, 38, of 43-39 158th 
St., was last seen on Nov. 3 at 11 p.m. 
near Main Street and Roosevelt Av-
enue. Ortiz is described as 6 feet tall, 
230 pounds with a heavy build, medi-
um complexion, brown eyes and black 

hair. Police said he was last seen wear-
ing blue pants, a blue shirt, black shoes 
and a gray sweater. 

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this missing is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
800-577-TIPS

Ilaysha Rincon of 135-32 122nd St. was last 
seen Tuesday. Courtesy NYPD

Police seek missing South Ozone park teen

Series of burglaries hit Qns Village, Jamaica

Missing man in Flushing sought by police

On Veteran’s Day, we pay tribute to the 
brave men and women who served our 
nation and express our gratitude for all 

they’ve sacrifi ced to protect our freedom,

Happy Veteran’s Day

Congresswoman

Grace Meng
Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Weigh in on the issues that matter 
to Queens by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Call to enroll or make an in-person appointment  
1-855-551-4365
(TTY 1-888-542-3821) 
7 days a week, 8am–8pm 

Visit www.HFNYMedicare.org

Time is running out 
to save with our Medicare Advantage Plans   

Choose one of our quality Medicare Advantage plans for New Yorkers 

while there’s still time. You’ll get access to doctors close to home, and 

benefits such as free transportation to appointments, and prescription 

drug coverage. Plus, you’ll save with:

Don’t wait! 
Medicare open 

enrollment ends 
December 7

$0
or low monthly 
plan premiums

$0
or low copays for 

primary care doctors

$0
or low copays for 
preventive dental

*Times and locations subject to change.  

Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating system. Star Ratings are calculated each year and may change from one year to the next. 
Please visit www.medicare.gov for more information on CMS’ Star Ratings.
Healthfirst Health Plan, Inc., dba Healthfirst Medicare Plan, offers HMO plans that contract with the Federal Government. Enrollment in Healthfirst 
Medicare Plan depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. 
Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or co-payments/
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Please contact the plan for 
further details. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings, call 1-888-260-1010 and TTY 1-888-542-3821. Healthfirst Medicare Plan complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición 
servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-867-4132). 注意: 如果您使用繁體中文, 您可以免
費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-542-3821)。

© 2016 HF Management Services, LLC. 1880  H3359_MKT17_47 Accepted 09042016 

Four-Star-Rated 
Medicare Advantage Plan

out of five stars
3 years in a row

FREE Medicare 
information sessions
Get help choosing the right plan. 
Call 1-855-551-4365 to reserve 
your space at a session near you.* 
Light refreshments will be served. 

Manhattan 
Gramercy Park 
Hell’s Kitchen 
Midtown West 
Morningside Heights 
Upper East Side 
Upper West Side

Queens 
Astoria 
Long Island City 

FREE tote bag  
when you attend!

While supplies last. Limit 
one per person, with no 
obligation to enroll. 
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The head-punching assault 
upon Patrick Gorman, outside his 
apartment building at the corner 
of Queens Boulevard and Main 
Street in Briarwood, on June 26, 
2016, which led to his death by ho-
micide on the same day has just 
been announced to the public 4½ 
by months later by the major tele-
vision networks upon the recent 
release of video surveillance by 
the NYPD. So, it takes over four 
months for an NYPD cam posted 

on Main to be viewed?  Obviously, 
no real time viewing.  

Why is there always a local 
and citywide blackout of crimes 
in Briarwood, as recently evi-
denced by no press or TV reports 
of the serial robberies of women’s 
handbags on Burden Crescent 
this year, as well as other crimes 
in Briarwood, or just “Queens” 
designated the venue? And where 
are the 107th Precinct police pa-
trols in the Briarwood commu-

nity?  And, why no early alerts 
of these criminal activities to the 
residents for their vigilance by 
the Briarwood Civic Association 
and the Briarwood Action Net-
work community associations in 
their newsletters? Everything is 
disordered here.

 
Joseph N. Manago

Flushing
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The ugliness of this year’s presidential election 
bypassed Queens, where 19 races for congressional 
and state legislative seats were run with civility and 
occasional bouts of bipartisan fervor.

Several candidates—incumbents and newcom-
ers—were reluctant to even discuss their opponents 
to avoid any suggestion of negativity when they vis-
ited the TimesLedger offices during the campaign.

On Election Day Queens immigrants jammed the 
polls to send the impassioned message that they reject-
ed GOP nominee Donald Trump’s plan to deport the 
undocumented and build a wall to keep out Mexicans.

Some Hispanics were voting for the first time in 
Sunnyside and tried to mark their ballots for Demo-
crat Hillary Clinton in several spots to defeat Trump, 
a native son of Queens.

Once the presidential primaries passed, Queens 
was an election backwater—the candidates did not 
visit here and there were no campaign rallies. The 
brutal male vs. female contest over race, gender and 
character was staged far from the borough.

But Queens voters, like New Yorkers across the 
state, overwhelmingly cast their ballots for Clinton, 
who had vowed to offer immigrants legal status and 
give everyone a shot at the American Dream.

Faced with formidable obstacles in her bid to be the 
first woman president of the United States, Clinton 
faced more foes than just Trump: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who is suspected of orchestrating 
the hacking into the Democratic National Committee 
computer network; disgraced Anthony Weiner, who 
had some of her emails on his laptop; and FBI Direc-
tor James Comey, who reignited her private email 
debacle just 11 days before the election.

When the dust settled, Trump had won the most 
divisive presidential race in memory. We hope he does 
Queens proud when he moves into the White House.

Trump’s coattails did not extend to Queens, 
where former Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi, 
a Democrat, prevailed over Republican state Sen. 
Jack Martins to claim the seat held by Congressman 
Steve Israel (D-Mineola), who is retiring. The can-
didates traded some punches along the way in the 
spirit of a tough fight to the finish.

 In a stunning turn of events, Brian Barnwell, 30, 
will replace state Assemblywoman Margaret Mar-
key (D-Maspeth), whom he routed in the Democratic 
primary. Two other open Assembly seats went to 
Democrats—Clyde Vanel in southeast Queens and 
Stacey Pheffer Amato, daughter of a longtime assem-
blywoman, in the Rockaways.

 After the Trump shocker, it was back to business 
as usual in Queens.

THE BATTLE IS OVER

What is happening in Briarwood?
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READERS WRITE

For the first time, there are 
more than 100,000 homeless 
students in New York City’s 
public and charter schools. 
Last year the homeless stu-
dent population rose 22 per-
cent from the prior school 
year. Whether you notice them 
or not, homeless children at-
tend almost every school in 
every district and in all our 
backyards. Almost one out of 
10 schoolchildren is homeless 
and one out of eight has been 
homeless at some point in the 
past five years. Some school 
districts have up to 18 percent 
homeless students. 

 We have a city full of blame-
less children in unstable—of-
ten unsafe—living conditions. 
Two-thirds of homeless chil-
dren will stay that way for lon-
ger than one school year. The 

trauma and stress of homeless-
ness negatively impacts chil-
dren long after they regain a 
permanent address. They need 
support services to keep up in 
school, and special education-
al needs to be identified and 
addressed as early as possible. 
They need health care, social 
work interventions and other 
long-term investments to in-
sure a better future as produc-
tive tax-paying New Yorkers.

Homeless children are an 
indicator of the explosion in 
family homelessness. In rec-
ognition of National Hunger 
and Homelessness Aware-
ness week, the Institute for 
Children, Poverty and Home-
lessness is reissuing its com-
munity snapshots of family 
homelessness to embolden New 
Yorkers to take a look at their 

backyards. You can view them 
at www.ICPHusa.org. Even a 
quick look will demonstrate 
that homelessness is a local 
issue that affects every neigh-
borhood in New York City. 

Family homelessness is a 
pervasive problem that is in-
creasing at an alarming rate. 
Mayor de Blasio is putting 
resources toward addressing 
the problem, as had Mayor 
Bloomberg before him. And 
yet the number of families 
entering shelter climbs every 
day and the homeless student 
population rose by 22 percent 
amid news that the Great Re-
cession is finally in the rear 
view mirror.

How can we stem the 
growth of family homeless-
ness? We must reframe the 
solution away from housing 

and toward education and 
employment. A typical home-
less parent is a young, single 
mother with two children, 
most of whom are under the 
age of 5. Only about half the 
parents have a high school 
diploma, and fewer than half 
work during the time they are 
in shelter. At some point they 
receive a rental subsidy vouch-
er and leave with few skills for 
success. Is it any wonder that 
roughly half return to shelter?

Many publicly funded pro-
grams are focused on getting 
homeless families into some 
sort of housing as quickly as 
possible. It’s a good start, but 
for many it is akin to giving 
them a fish but not teaching 
them to fish. Good intentions, 
while important, will not cure 
the problem.

Compassionate New York-
ers who hate to see taxpayer 
money wasted can understand 
that the children from their 
communities who are home-
less, while invisible to most, 
are expensive and  represent 
a loss of human and commu-
nity potential. We hope ICPH’s 
community snapshots will be 
a starting point for conversa-
tion, common-sense solutions, 
and a call for clear leadership 
on this issue that is, yes, right 
in your backyard. 

Ralph da Costa Nunez, Ph.D.
President

Institute for Children,  
Poverty and Homelessness

Good news continues to 
come from Washington when 
it comes to transportation 
funding.  Federal support for 
transportation has remained 
consistent and growing over 
past decades. When a crisis 
occurred, be it 9/11 in 2001 
or Hurricane Sandy in 2012, 
Washington was there for 
us. Additional billions in as-
sistance above and beyond 
yearly formula allocations 
from the U.S. Department 
of Transportation Federal 
Transit Administration were 
provided. In 2009 the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act provided billions 
more.

Most federal transporta-
tion grants require a 20 per-
cent hard-cash local share. In 
most cases, USDOT FTA ac-
cepted toll credits instead of 
hard cash for the local share. 
This saved the MTA $1 bil-
lion in the previous 2010-2014 

five-year capital program. 
The same will be true with 
the 2015-2019 five-year capital 
program.

Washington has made 
available over $1.3 billion in 
2016 formula funding for the 
MTA, which helps pays for 35 
percent of its capital program. 
There are other opportuni-
ties for up to several hundred 
million more in discretion-
ary competitive grants and 
remaining balance of $432 
million in available Disaster 
Relief Recovery Act of 2013 
dollars for Hurricane Sandy.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

(Larry Penner is a trans-
portation historian and advo-
cate who worked 31 years for 
the US Department of Trans-
portation Federal Transit 
Administration Region 2 NY 
Office) 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

When Mayor DiBlasio had 
a Town Hall meeting in Bay-
side back in February,  which 
was co-sponsored by Council 
member Paul Vallone, I came 
out of my advocacy retirement 
to attend. I raised my hand and 
was called upon by the mayor.

My issue was the homeless. 
I reminded the mayor of the 
time Gov. Mario Cuomo shut 
down all the psychiatric hos-
pitals in New York,  dumping 
patients into our communities 
without any out-patient ser-
vices.

After reading week after 
week about the problems of not 
in my backyard (NIMBY) by 
community residents regard-
ing the homeless population 
being placed in hotels and mo-
tels in their neighborhoods, I 
decided to bring my idea to the 
mayor.

Today our tax dollars are 
paying for those psychiatric 
hospitals that are languish-

ing, and as far as I know, still 
empty. I suggested the mayor 
and Councilman Vallone con-
tact Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
suggest they appoint a com-
mission to look into the possi-
bility of making the hospitals 
one-room apartments with 
socialization and medication 
services. Just as the residents 
have the right to protest the 
dumping of the homeless in 
their community, this popula-
tion has the right to be offered 
decent living conditions. They 
certainly do not deserve the 
rejections they suffer and be-
ing housed in unsafe shelters.

When I went undercover as 
a battered woman 20 years ago, 
I was astonished at the dreary 
and unsafe shelters I was re-
ferred to. When will this city’s 
elected officials start protect-
ing and serving the homeless?  
It could possibly happen if the 
homeless voted.

The many psychiatric 

hospitals can be turned into 
apartment buildings. After 
all, they’re languishing as we 
pay taxes for them, while peo-
ple are living in the streets. 
The buildings are surrounded 
by grass, creating a country 
atmosphere. I believe just as 
the residents have their right 
to protest, the homeless popu-
lation has a right to be offered 
a one-room apartment in a 
country atmosphere.

I have called Mr. Vallone 
and the mayor’s office and have 
not had my calls returned. I 
hope that someone with clout 
looks into my suggestion and 
gets the problem for all medi-
ated. Or maybe these hospitals 
are being offered to develop-
ers, which wouldn’t surprise 
me at all.

Joyce Shepard, CSW
Bayside

Putting shuttered hospitals to useFeds boost the MTA

A starting point to combat homelessness
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A 
 squirrel chomped the 
leg of a senior citizen  
sitting on the porch of 
a retirement home in 

Deltona, Fla., last week. A tele-
vision station there, WESH, 
reported that the victim ran 
inside, furry felon still at-
tached, whereupon it bit two 
or three more seniors.

This is terrible. (Especially 
for a squirrel fanatic like me: 
I’m the gal tossing almonds 
to my friends as I walk to the 
subway. One bad squirrel does 
not a bad species make!) But I 
bring it up because at the end 
of this news story, the reporter 
said in all seriousness, “To-
night I spoke with the parent 
company which runs the se-
nior living center here in Del-

tona. They described in detail 
what happened, but did not 
say what, if anything, they’re 
doing to prevent another at-
tack.”

That’s right. The company 
did not abjectly, automatically, 
and immediately announce 
any dramatic new measures 
it will take to make sure this 

once-in-a-lifetime incident 
does not happen once-in-a-life-
time again.

(Editor’s note: This once-in-
a-lifetime accident did, in fact, 
 happen again , but this time the 
squirrel in question was killed 
by a BB. Standard journalistic 
practice demands three events 
before we have a trend, so Le-
nore’s point stands).

What does the reporter 
think should happen? Perhaps 
the parent company could 
chop down all the trees on its 
property or cover the porch in 
wire mesh? Maybe it could hire 
some squirrel assassins? Give 
hazmat suits to the golden-agers 
who insist on venturing outside 
despite the terrible danger?

This “Something must be 

done!” mentality is so perva-
sive, we think it’s normal, even 
prudent. But it isn’t. It is nutty 
(no pun intended). It’s making 
us dumb, wasteful, mean, un-
grateful, and scared. 

We saw this method of oper-
ation in action a few years back 
when Applebee’s  accidentally 
served a toddler an alcoholic 
drink . Because this happened 
to come on the heels of a simi-
lar incident or two — out of the 
millions and millions of meals 
Applebee’s serves at more than 
2,000 locations across America 
— and because it got insanely 
intense media attention, the 
company vowed to give only 
single-serve juice packs to 
kids from now on. As if they’d 
been deliberately serving kids 
mojitos for years just for fun.

But as a country, we have 
become so infected with the 
idea that if something bad 
happens anywhere, ever, even 
once, that is proof positive that 
whatever is normally quite 
safe (ordering apple juice, 
trick-or-treating, sitting on 
the porch) is not safe enough.

If you need proof of this con-
viction, try getting through 
airport security with an un-
opened can of Coke. You might 
as well be toting a crossbow. 
No security apparatchik is al-
lowed to play the odds — even 
odds of a trillion to one — and 
let you go through.

In a litigious society like 
ours, we also face an extra, 
boomerang worry: After first 
worrying that an extremely 
unlikely event is extremely 
likely to happen again (in the 
exact same way), we now also 
worry that if it does, we will 
have to prove we were pro-ac-
tively preparing. Otherwise, 
how will we look in court? The 
way we do this is by wasting 
a lot of time, or money or by 
making new rules.

The media’s role in this riot 
of irrationality is obvious. Like 
the reporter at WESH-TV, our 
scribes and scolds act as if any 
person, place or company that 
doesn’t immediately change 
their ways in the face of some 
unpredictable happenstance 
just doesn’t care enough. Tsk 

tsk. It’s why your ketchup comes 
with a safety seal around the 
bottle, which has another safe-
ty seal under the cap. It is why 
we have to jettison our Coke 
and take our shoes off before 
getting to the gate. Normal life 
is peppered with kabuki-esque 
precautions. 

But there’s a downside to 
insisting that the very, very 
safe — the statistically safe — 
is not safe enough and must be 
stopped. Kids (and now maybe 
seniors) cower inside. Compa-
nies waste money on unneces-
sary safeguards. Airport trash 
cans overflow with drinks. 
Precautionary measures get 
added on, but never taken off. 

This means that if, some 
day, a single would-be terror-
ist hides a feisty, rabid squir-
rel under her wig (not that 
most squirrels are rabid!) you 
can bet that the Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
will start instituting manda-
tory hair-tugs as we take off 
our shoes.

Not that I want to give them 
any ideas.  

COLUMNS

I
n 1804, two American 
political leaders who re-
ally loathed one another 
engaged in a duel on the 

western banks of the Hudson 
River.

How barbaric. How quaint.
Today, our leaders do not 

use guns to eliminate rivals. 
They use the criminal justice 
system and the media: two 
very willing partners in the 
art of political destruction.

Since Watergate more than 
four decades ago, many a jour-
nalist’s dream is to take down 
those in power. They want to 
afflict the comfortable rather 
than comfort the afflicted.

I know this well: I’ve been 
one of those journalists. To this 
day, the scalps that my publi-

cations have been responsible 
for beheading are still among 
my proudest achievements.

A strong, robust press is vi-
tal in a democracy to keep the 
wealthy and powerful in line. 
Some of the finest journalism 
of the past few decades has 
exposed political corruption 
that has corroded the public’s 
trust in our government on all 
levels.

But we have reached a tip-
ping point these past few years 
— whose nadir we witnessed 
in this presidential campaign.

The non-story of the FBI’s 
“investigation” of Hillary’s 
e-mails proves once again 
that law enforcement often in-
trudes in political campaigns 
in ways that are detrimental 
and unnecessary. Why did 
the whole world need to know 
that Jim Comey and his G-
men were going to read all the 
e-mails on Anthony Weiner’s 
laptop to see if there was any-
thing damning about the for-
mer secretary of state? 

That letter from Comey to 

Congress — almost 10 days be-
fore a momentous election — 
could have tipped the election 
to Donald Trump and changed 
the course of history.

The “never mind” follow-
up letter last weekend was 
certainly a welcome coda, but 
it merely highlighted the folly 
of this whole tempest in a tea-
pot.

When law enforcement 
investigates political leaders 
there should be a legal prohi-
bition of leaks or public state-
ments. Just because someone 
is being probed doesn’t mean 
they are guilty at all. But the 
appearance of impropriety is 
often difficult to erase.

So many of our political 
leaders have been indicted and 
convicted in recent years that 
one wonders: Why would any-
one run for elected office and 
become a target for an over-
zealous prosecutor? Aren’t we 
scaring off the best and bright-
est who look at the blood sport 
of politics and decide the risk 
is not worth it?

It is astounding that Don-
ald Trump repeatedly said if 
he becomes president he will 
make sure a special prosecu-
tor puts Hillary in jail. Even 
the leaders of the most noto-
rious banana republics these 
days don’t explicitly say they 
will jail their opponents.

It is time we take a step 
back and reassess the way we 
elect our leaders and set them 
up for failure in a system 
where dark money and politi-
cal favors set tempting traps. 
It is time for radical campaign 
finance reform so the wealthy 
cannot control the system 
and rent out our leaders to do 
their bidding. It is also time 
for elected leaders to receive 
competitive wages so we can 
attract better talent and elimi-
nate outside income. This 
would attract a better caliber 
of candidate and enrich our 
political system.

In the meantime, we must 
insist that our law enforce-
ment officials — from the FBI 
to the local district attorney — 

keep their investigations high-
ly discreet and private. We 
must insist that our political 
candidates engage in a robust 
exchange of ideas rather than 
mudslinging character assas-
sination. We must also hold 
the media accountable, with 
less focus on trying to tear 
candidates down and more on 
fact-checking their ideas.

There are so many people 
who go into politics and pub-
lic life because they want to 
become great public servants. 
And, yes, there are some bad 
apples who abuse their power 
and lose their way.

It is time we made essential 
reforms so we get the strong 
government we need — not the 
mediocre leadership we settle 
for time and time again.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

It’s time to question the American path to power

Safety obsessions are getting insane

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
In an effort to help women 

find new job opportunities, the 
Center for the Women of New 
York held its annual job fair 
and panel discussion at the 
Sheraton Laguardia Hotel last 
Friday. 

The panel featured success-
ful women who have excelled 
in different fields of work. 
Sande Dunn Yules, special 
representative for the United 
Federation of Teachers; An-
drea Ormeno, director of the 
Women’s Business Center; 
Lisa Boily, economist, U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics; 
;  Chickie Bucco, owner of an 
advertising media consulting 
company; Nancy Rojas, vice 
president of marketing and 
development at United Adult 
Ministries; and Mallory Tra-
chenberg, program analyst at 
the U.S. Department of Labor 
Women’s Bureau, took turns at 
the podium to talk about their 
personal and professional 
journeys. The panel was mod-

erated by Roz Liston, editor of 
TimesLedger Newspapers,a 
sponsor of the event.

The panelist discussed 
their career paths and how 
they ended up in their current 
professions. They told audi-
ence members there is not just 
one path to success and that 
they should try multiple things 
before they find their passion. 
The women gave advice to the 
audience, which included a 
group of female students from 
Thomas Edison High School 
in Jamaica.  They came with 
their coding teacher, who said 
her female students were more 
motivated and ambitious than 
the male students. 

Bucco told the girls it is 
fine to start from the bottom 
and build your way up

“I believed that it was OK 
to be a secretary,” she said 
about her approach to the job 
market years ago. “Because 
that’s what you had to do. You 
can get into a company and if 
you’re a secretary you can see 
what’s going on and how you 

can get where you want to go 
and open doors for you.”

The teenage girls of Thom-
as Edison High School were 
asked what their career plans 

were in the future. 
While one girl said that tak-

ing coding workshops helped 
solidify her love of comput-
ers, another said she thought 

she liked computers until she 
started taking computer work-
shop. 

“I’m glad I had the shop 
experience and computer net-
working because I realized I 
have no interest in computers,” 
she said. “However, I do want 
to go to college and pursue law 
and minor in business and one 
day own my own firm.I want 
to go to Binghamton Univer-
sity because they have great 
programs, and hopefully I can 
become a lawyer.”

Panelist Rojas, who works 
with seniors at United Adult 
Ministries, talked about her 
background of non-tradi-
tional work. Rojas graduated 
from Aviation High School in 
Flushing - one of eight girls in 
a class of 457 - in 1989   as a li-
censed mechanic. She told the 
young girls she had tough time 
in school, but she kept up her 
grades. “I can do anything a 
man can do,” she said.

 Rojas worked part time at 
a senior residence while she 

Panelist Nancy Rojas speaks to the girls of Thomas Edison High School  
Photo by Naeisha Rose

Center for Women holds its 29th daylong job fair 
Panel of female professionals describes where opportunities lie and fi nding their passion

THIS COULD BE YOU.
Your first step toward an amazing career with a great salary and excellent 

benefits begins when you register for the NYC Correction Officer Exam.
Don't wait. Register today at

nyc.gov/examforjobs

Continued on Page 52
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OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2017. DON’T MISS OUT!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
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NYC Health + Hospitals | Queens

82-68 164th Street • Queens
November 16 & 23
9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Geriatric Clinic Room P020

79-01 Broadway • Queens
November 15

Room D4-17A&B
November 22
Room A1-15

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

NYC Health + Hospitals | Elmhurst NYC Health + Hospitals | Metropolitan

1901 1st Avenue • Manhattan
November 22

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Room 1B35

November 29
9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Room 1B36

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 AM – 8 PM

After 8 PM, Sundays & Holidays:
24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

RESEERVVATIIONS AVAILABLE BUT NOT REEQUUIRRED

MAKE YOURR REESERRVATION TODAY AT SANTA-HQ.COM//REESERRVATTIONS

CAPTURE PHOTOS WITH FAMILY & FRIENDS

SCAN YOURSELF AT THE NAUGHTY OR NICE O’METER

STAR IN YOUR OWN SHARABLE ELFIE VIDEO
ShopQueensCenter.com

VISIIT SSANNTA’S MAGICAL WORKSHOP && OBSSERVVATORY

LEVEL 2 | CENTER COURTNOV. 11 THROUGH DEC. 24
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Long Island City will ben-
efit from 180 additional pre-K 
seats in the fall 2017 school 
year, according to the School 
Construction Authority and 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Astoria).

The SCA announced it 
would convert the bottom two 
floors of 27-35 Jackson Ave. 
at Court Square into a pre-K 
space, SCA President Lor-
raine Grillo said. Van Bramer 
said the new seats were sorely 
needed in a neighborhood that 
is quickly expanding.

“Long Island City is grow-
ing rapidly, and our neighbor-
hood’s children need a place 
to learn,” Van Bramer said at 
a news conference outside the 
space Nov. 2 to announce the 
new seats. “We fought long 
and hard for these desperately 
needed classes, and I’m be-
yond thrilled that we are now 
able to add 180 permanent pre-
K seats for our neighborhood’s 
children, starting in Septem-
ber 2017. When we invest in 
schools, we invest in our com-
munity’s future.”

Van Bramer and communi-
ty advocates said Long Island 
City was in desperate need of 
pre-K seating due to a huge 
increase in the construction 
of residential units, totaling 
more than 11,000 over the past 
10 years. The Gantry Parent 
Association was formed in Oc-
tober 2015 in response to the 
burgeoning issue of space, and 
Kadie Black, the association’s 
board chairwoman, expressed 
her appreciation at the news of 
new seats.

“This is wonderful news 
for our children and commu-
nity,” she said. “The Gantry 
Parent Association deeply 
appreciates the leadership of 
Council member Jimmy Van 
Bramer and the response of 
the School Construction Au-
thority to the urgent need for 
pre-Kindergarten classrooms 
for the growing Long Island 
City community.”

The additional seating fol-
lows an announcement this 
summer that the Department 
of Education and the SCA 
would add two additional sec-
tions of universal pre-K in the 
pre-k section of  Public School 

78.
Pre-K for All was promi-

nently highlighted by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio in the first year 
of his administration, trying 
to ensure free, full-day pre-kin-

dergarten for every New York 
child. The number of seats 
available in the city is now ap-
proximately 70,000, compared 
to 20,000 at the start of the de 
Blasio administration, accord-

ing to the mayor’s office. A 
DOE spokeswoman said that 
there were nearly 1,200 pre-K 
seats available in Long Island 
City now, compared to only 261 
in the 2013-14 school year.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer celebrates the announcement of 180 new pre-k seats. 
Courtesy of Councilman Van Bramer's office

New pre-K seats coming to Long Island City

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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WE KNOW THE MOMENTS… 
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Estimate Costs:  
It only takes a minute to view product choices and estimate costs with the Fidelis 
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administration an-
nounced the creation of an online bail 
payment system that will help defen-
dants avoid unnecessary jail time by 
making it easier to post bail. Begin-
ning in the spring, the system will 
allow the friends and family of those 
incarcerated on cash bail to pay on-
line rather than make the costly and 
time-consuming trip to a Department 
of Correction facility.

“Nobody with the ability to pay bail 
should sit in jail just because the bail 
process is an inconvenience,” de Bla-
sio said. “Family members and friends 
will be able to avoid long lines and trav-
eling during business hours by paying 
bail online, by phone or at a kiosk in 
the courthouse—finally bringing the 
bail payment process into the 21st cen-
tury.”

Obstacles to paying bail play a role 
in an estimated 12,000 unnecessary 
jail stays every year. City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), the 
chairman of the City Council Criminal 
Justice Committee, proposed the new 
online payment system and other bail 
system reforms in June 2015.

“I think it’s progress and I’m glad 
he actually listens to suggestions from 
the City Council,” Lancman said. “The 
mechanics of paying bail is odious and 
out of date.”

Bail is set during someone’s first ap-
pearance before a judge, at which point 
a defendant does not have access to his 
or her bank account, a cell phone or 
wallet. To pay bail, a defendant needs 

to have a friend or family member in 
court who can pay the bail immedi-
ately in cash within a couple of hours 
before the defendant is transferred to 
jail.

Once a defendant is in jail, friends 
or family must travel to Rikers Island 
or another DOC facility to pay bail. 
Lengthy travel times, going through 
security, and long lines in cashiers’ of-
fices mean this process can often take 
hours.

“Easing the process for making bail 
payments will ensure that those who 
have not been convicted of crimes do 
not spend unnecessary time in jail,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) said. “This reform is a good step 
forward and I applaud the change while 
I redouble my efforts to fully solve this 
injustice by eliminating cash bail in 
its entirety.”

A similar bail payment system in 
Westchester County saved 77 individu-
als a collective 625 nights in jail over a 
three-month period.

“There are people currently sitting 
on Rikers that can pay bail but don’t 
have anyone to deal with the bureau-
cracy. Why can’t you just go online and 
pay bail with a credit card or online 
check so the person can be released?” 
Lancman said. “I’m surprised it took 
such a long time, but hopefully in 
spring 2017 people will finally be able 
to do that.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Mayor de Blasio announces a new bail payment system that should cut down unnecessary 
jail time in city prisons. Courtesy Rob Bennett/Mayor's office

Easier bail rules nearDo you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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NOVEMBER

15TH

RALLY FOR A NEW CONTRACT

2 Broadway @5pm

WWW.WHOMOVES.NYC
#WHOMOVESNYC 

#RALLYNOV15

We are NYC’s transit workers. We safely move 
nearly 8 million bus and subway riders a day: 
365 days a year, 24 hours a day. And with 
growing ridership, we will transport 150 
million more riders in 2016 than just a 
few years ago - with the same number of 
workers. 
  
These are uniquely dangerous and stressful
jobs. We are physically assaulted hundreds 
of times each year. Spitting incidents are 
at all time highs. Thousands of our 
brother and sister transit workers, 
meanwhile, are injured annually by 
on-the-job industrial accidents. 
Twelve were killed on duty since 2001. 

Our contract with the MTA is expiring. We 
will kick off our campaign for fair raises, solid 
bene�ts and no givebacks with a rally on �ov. 
15th in Lower Manhattan. We are NYC’s transit 
workers and We Move NY. 

Transport Workers Union of America AFL-CIO
Harry Lombardo, President
501 3rd St. NW - 9th Floor
Washington, DC 20001
www.twu.org

Transport Workers Union Local 100
John Samuelsen, President 
195 Montague St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.twulocal100.org
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Queens takes in a long running show

Cheerleaders with pom poms pick up the chant as the race 
passes through LIC.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Wearing an Iranian-American jersey.  
Photo by Naeisha Rose

Following the shadows of runners as they enter Queens, roughly the halfway point of the 
New York City Marathon.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

A cop in LIC is looking to hand out some high fives for the runners as they get ready to turn 
onto Vernon Boulevard.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

A runner in a headdress heads onto the Queensboro 
Bridge.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

A No. 7 train pulls into Queensboro Plaza as runners go the other way into Manhattan.  
Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Hugs are dispensed on the way to the bridge.  
Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Investigators at the Ad-
ministration for Children’s 
Services working in Queens 
consistently maintain an 
lower average number of in-
vestigative cases than the city-
wide average, according to a 
recently released analysis by 
New York City’s Independent 
Budget Office. It is the only 
borough to do so.

The IBO analysis comes 
after the death of 6-year-old 
Zymere Perkins, who was 
killed on Sept. 26 in Harlem. 
Perkins’ mother and her boy-
friend were charged with his 
death.  Perkins’ mother had 
previously been investigated 
by the ACS for alleged abuse, 
and his  death led multiple city 
agencies and elected officials 
to examine the efficacy of the 
organization. 

The IBO looked to see if 
recommendations and sug-
gested changes made in the 
aftermath of a similar death of 
7-year-old Nixzmary Brown  in 
the Brooklyn neighborhood of 
Bedford-Stuvesant in January 
2006 were instituted and main-
tained.

Part of the report included 
an analysis of the average case 
loads for ACS investigators to 
examine whether too strenu-

ous a workload could lead to 
missing key information in 
cases. 

In 2006, the average case 
load for individual workers in 
the city increased dramatical-
ly from the year before to 16.6,  
likely in response to Brown’s 
death. Thus far in 2016, the 
citywide average, taking into 
account the individual aver-

age of each borough, stands at 
12 per worker .

However, Queens is the 
only borough where the in-
dividual borough average is 
below the citywide average. 
The average investigative 
case load for Queens stands at 
9.8, while the other four bor-
oughs range from 12.2 to 13.2. 
Queens’ relatively low aver-

age case load is keeping the 
investigative citywide average 
lower. Since 2009, Queens con-
sistently maintained a lower 
average case load than the city 
as a whole. Average case loads 
by borough first became avail-
able in 2007.

In the aftermath of Nixmary 
Brown’s death in 2006, the 
ACS dramatically increased 

the number of caseworkers, 
though the number of average 
case loads increased as well. 
The IBO analysis found that 
there was an initial drop in the 
average tenure of caseworkers 
after Nixmary’s death,  which 
the IBO speculated was due 
to an influx of new casework-
ers and increased regulations. 
However, the number of case-
workers has remained higher 
than prior to Brown’s death, 
and this will likely continue.

The IBO also found that 
the number of investigations 
into abuse or neglect has con-
sistently remained higher 
since Nixmary’s death, which 
led the IBO to conclude that 
public awareness campaigns 
encouraging people to report 
possible instances of abuse 
have worked.

In the aftermath of Zymere’s 
death, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said there would be increased 
training for caseworkers, and 
recently his administration 
pledged that ACS would work 
with the Department of Educa-
tion and the NYPD in tracking 
abused children.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria residents will have 
a say in how a $30 million in-
vestment by the city in Asto-
ria Park will be spent. The city 
Parks Department will hold a 
public meeting at Bohemian 
Hall Wednesday, Nov. 16, to 
get community input as part 
of the Anchor Parks initiative 
announced by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio in August.

The $30 million investment 
will fund renovations and up-
grades over the next three to 
four years. Astoria Park was 
selected based on historical 
underinvestment, high sur-
rounding population and the 
potential for park develop-
ment.

“The funding will bring 
historic improvements to the 
playing fields, playgrounds 
and lawns,” City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said. “This work-

shop is an opportunity for 
residents to share their ideas 
on how the $30 million alloca-
tion can improve the park’s 
use-of-space to benefit all As-
torians. It is also an integral 
first step in the capital proj-
ect process—the design and 
construction phases will not 
begin until  after public input 
is heard.”

During his State of the 
District address in Febru-
ary, Constantinides proposed 
building a $3 million FIFA 
regulation-sized soccer field 
in the center of the park’s run-
ning track so players would 
no longer have to travel to 
Randall’s Island.

“A project like this would 
be dependent on community 
support and funding,” Parks 
Department spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor said at the time. 
The public meeting at Bohemi-
an Hall, located at 29-19 24th 
Ave., from 7 to 9 p.m. could 

be the first step towards that 
funding.

“We encourage our com-
munity to bring friends and 
to spread the word about this 

workshop,” Constantinides 
said. “We look forward to hear-
ing everyone’s ideas.”

The meeting will include 
refreshments, kids’ activities 

and Spanish translators.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Astoria Park is soon to receive a $30 million investment and a public meeting will be held Wednesday to deter-
mine how to spend it. Photo by Bill Parry

Gladys Carrión, the commissioner for the Administration for Children's Services, speaks to reporters with the 
mayor.  Photo courtesy of Mayor's Office

Tell city how to spend $30 million at Astoria Park

Children’s case load in boro below average 
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Middle Village salutes American heroes

A windy day was just what the Boy Scouts from Maspeth needed for their full-sized flags on parade. 

The Vets Day parade in Middle VIllage inspires onlookers to applaud as 
well as cheer. 

A World War II staff car at the front of the line of march.

The thrill of riding in the front seat of a vintage police car seems to be 
lost on this young man. 

The Gold Star parents of Marine Cpl. Julian Ramos, 
killed in Iraq in 2006, ride in a place of honor at the 
head of the parade.

The Grand Marshal of this year's parade is Luke 
Gasparre of Astoria, who stills works as an usher at 
Citi Field — when the Mets are in residence. 

The Vietnam Veterans of America-Queens Chapter marches behind its president, Mike O'Kane (l). 

Photos by Michael Shain
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To protect your home against leaking and cold drafts, strong 
windows and patio doors will be one of the most important 
home improvements you can make BEFORE the winter.

Our biggest dollar discount of  
the year ends ON Black Friday.

THE
C O U N T D O W N TO

Black Friday 
WINDOW  

SALE

TAKE TAKETAKETAKE KETAAKTAKEE KEKEK

$350
OFF every window1

TAKE

$900
OFF every patio door1

TAKE

1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum 
purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available, 
subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 
12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing 
is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to credit 
requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs 
License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland 
County License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. 
“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Call for your FREE Window and Patio Door Diagnosis

1-800-400-0807
There are limited 

appointments 
available

We won’t let new windows impact 
your holiday spending.
Why? Because you won’t pay anything 
until next November.  Breathe easier 
this holiday season with no money 
down, no payments and no interest 
for a whole year1.  

Don’t take a chance on a vinyl window.  
Vinyl windows can warp, leak and 
cause drafts, so trusting a poor-quality 
vinyl window is a poor choice.  Our 
window’s Fibrex® composite material 
is twice as strong as vinyl.

You’ve got enough on your plate this time 
of year;  we’ve got this.
We build, sell, install and warrant all of our 
windows; that means there’s no middleman 
to deal with, and as the full-service 
replacement window division of Andersen, 
we’re about as trustworthy as you can get.

November 1st  to November 25th only!

Money Down
NO
Payments Interest

for one full year1

PLUS

NO NO
Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties and subject to credit requirements. 

Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.
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“Maybe that’s our fault. 
We should have sent word to 
the schools instead of just col-
leges and community organi-
zations,” she said. “That’s 
why we’re video taping this 
as well and we’ll have a fu-
ture school day.”

Detherage is in negotia-
tions with the developers of 
the site for a proper memorial 
for the woman as well as the 

remains of 15 others found at 
the site. Detherage was ap-
preciative for the experience 
of this past weekend.

“It was wonderful. It was 
such an honor to pay respects 
to her,” she said. “And it was 
wonderful for our church 
members, some of whom were 
skeptical of the endeavor. It 
helped them to appreciate 
themselves more.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

the Hammel Houses in Far 
Rockaway.

“I couldn’t believe our 
neighborhood looked the way 
it looked,” she said. “A lot of 
people who were here during 
Sandy are not here now.”

Washington said her drug 
use increased in the immedi-
ate week after Sandy, as resi-
dents took stock of the wreck-
age. As time went by, she said 
her drug usage exacerbated 
other health issues, which led 
her to speak about her addic-
tions to a doctor. She enrolled 
in a mental health clinic at 
Flushing Hospital for a week, 
and after her discharge, she 
started visiting the Far Rock-
away Treatment Center for 
outpatient work. This month 
she will have been sober for 
a year.

“We need this place,” she 
said about the center. “We 
need Rockaway Treatment 
Center and we need to get it 
funded.”

She attends counseling 
and support groups at the 
facility, where she often 
sees Brown, who moved to 

a two-family house in Far 
Rockaway sponsored by the 
Fortune Society in 2013 while 
he continued to battle his ad-
diction. He said he had been 
sober since February.

“I got tired of getting high 
and I got tired of smoking 
crack,” he said. “I put my face 
to the floor and asked God 
to take that taste out of my 
mouth, and he did it.”

Now, Brown and Wash-
ington are both receiving 
additional training at the 
Northwell facility so they 
can assist in counseling oth-
ers struggling with their own 
addiction battles. Both ex-
pressed hope that the center 
would continue to receive the 
funding it needed, and Brown 
implored Rockaway residents 
to come to the facility if they 
were in need and fighting a 
drug dependency.

“If you want the help, 
come and get the help. The 
help is there,” Brown said. 
“We are still people who need 
to be loved.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

lican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump was born, he 
captured 22 percent of the 
vote - second to Staten Island 
among the five boroughs.

In the area from Howard 
Beach to Maspeth, Republi-
can Michael Conigliaro had 34 
percent of the vote in the race 
against incumbent state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), who walked away with 
59 percent.  Republican Tony 
Nunziato lost with 29 per-
cent of the vote to Democrat 
Brian Barnwell in the race 
for deposed state Assembly-
woman Margaret Markey’s 
(D-Maspeth) seat. These were 
districts where residents have 
been in upheaval over City 
Hall’s policy of placing the 
homeless in motels.

According to Turner, 
bringing the party back to-
gether was a challenging or-

deal which involved giving out 
resources to field candidates, 
many of whom had little to no 
experience in politics, and go-
ing big for long-shot victories. 
Turner admitted the GOP 
would be in the minority for a 
while, but getting candidates 
out into the public view is a 
good start.

One observer formerly in-
volved in the Queens GOP was 
critical of Turner’s approach, 
however, contending that 
the strategy was a “shotgun” 
approach to a goal which re-
quires emphasis on individual 
campaigns in districts with 
potential.

“I think you want to show 
that you can run candidates 
in every district,” the source 
said. “However, you have to 
be smart and strategic about 
where you run races, because 
there’s not a lot of money out 
there... I think you have to 
really pick and choose where 
you run candidates. Just to 
say you ran candidates in ev-

ery district is great, but who 
won?”

The geographic divide 
within the Queens GOP Party 
was what the source referred 
to as “the 38 Parallel.” 

Northern Queens was 
splintered off from southern 
Queens with City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (D-Ozone Park) 
and Bob Turner leading in the 
south and  the late GOP Chair-
man Phil Ragusa in the north.

“There was a long-lasting 
feud in Queens for many, 
many years, and it got to the 
point where no one knew why 
the feud was still going on” the 
source said, explaining how 
the death of Ragusa in 2014 
brought disagreements to the 
surface. Turner was named 
successor 18 months ago as an 
“easy look” for the party, but 
on the condition that district 
leaders were given primaries 
along with an equal share of 
the executive committee of 
Queens County. This agree-
ment was not honored. 

jobs and we must focus on our 
tax and other policies to help 
encourage a job-creating envi-
ronment. We must continue to 
reduce the cost of doing busi-
ness with further reforms in 
city agency fines policy.”

Clark was elected in 1986 

and served in the Assembly 
until her death on Feb. 22 at 
the age of 76. She was well-
known for her advocacy for 
education issues in the area, 
including the conversion of 
Andrew Jackson High School 
into four smaller magnet high 
schools as well as her role 
in the Campaign for Fiscal 
Equity lawsuit that decided 
the state owed New York City 
schools $5.5 billion in funding. 

She also allocated funding for 
improvements to the Queens 
Village and Hollis LIRR sta-
tions.

Vanel joins 11 newly elected 
members of the Assembly who 
will take office in 2017.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Rodriguez of East Elmhurst 
86 percent to 14 percent.  He 
declared the battle to win the 
majority in the Senate is not 
over.

“We are continuing to 
fight for every vote,” Peralta 
said. “And we are hopeful 
the landscape in Albany will 

change when the very last 
vote is counted.”

Avella defeated Republi-
can challenger Mark Cippol-
la by 64 percent to 29 percent 
Tuesday. State Sens. Leroy 
Comrie (D-Hollis), Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
and Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing) all won their races 
convincingly.

Ali Chohan, a St. John’s Uni-
versity freshman who cam-
paigned on education. Ro-
zic won with 76 percent of the 
vote. Her campaign focused on 
quality-of-life issues in Bay-
side, Douglaston and Fresh 
Meadows as well as Flushing. 
Her rival claimed 33 percent of 
the vote.

“I’ve been really focused on 
improving our schools,” she 
said, “making sure they have 
the resources with investment 
in education through the state 
budget. We’ve increased the 
minimum wage and passed 
the historic new paid family 
leave law. I’ve always worked 
hard for the families that I rep-
resent and I look forward to do-
ing it for four more years.”

 Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) beat 
Republican businessman Ira 
Harris with 82.5 percent of the 
vote, while Harris had 17.5. 
He said his constituents in 
District 24 frequently come to 

him with quality-of-life com-
plaints. 

“There are a lot of quality-
of-life issues we deal with on 
a regular basis,” he said. “We 
have two storefront offices, 
one off of Union Turnpike, 
and one in Richmond Hill. We 
constantly get people walking 
in off the street and help them 
deal with issues. People have 
water and sewer problems, 
traffic conditions in certain 
streets aren’t up to par, we get 
street lights, stop signs safety 
concerns.”

 Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing)  will serve his 
third term after a landslide 
win against Republican oppo-
nent Miriam Rodriguez, who 
got 24.8 percent. Kim won with 
75.2  percent of the vote and 
will continue to represent New 
York’s 40th District, which 
covers areas of Flushing, 
Queensboro Hill and Murray 
Hill. Kim’s campaign focused 
on helping small businesses. 

“I represent the most num-
ber of mom-and-pop business 
in the state,” he said “These 
small businesses generate so 
much revenue for the city and 

state, but they are ignored. 
New York City ranks at the bot-
tom of the list in the country 
for being pro small business. 
Sooner or later we’re going to 
lose these mom-and-pops and 
we’re going to suffer. We need 
to reverse this trend.”

Assemblyman Michael 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) will 
serve another term after win-
ning 80.4  percent of the vote. 
Miller faced Republican Jo-
seph Maldonado, who garnered 
19.6 percent, to represent the 
38th District, covering areas 
of Woodhaven, Glendale and 
Ridgewood. 

 In other races, Democrat 
Clyde Vanel will fill the seat 
vacated by Assemblywoman 
Barbara Clark (D-Queens Vil-
lage), who died earlier this 
year, and newcomer Brian 
Barnwell took the spot held 
by Assemblywoman Marge 
Markey (D-Maspeth), whom 
he defeated in the Democratic 
primary.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/11/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/11/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000
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Candidates, constituents cast ballots

Outside Holly Trinity Church in Cambria Heights, the line to vote stretches around the block.  
Photo by Nat Valentine

State Sen. Leroy Comrie and U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks meet up outside PS 
118 in St. Albans and flash the Shaka sign—meaning stay cool—for us.  

Often it took more than one person to figure out the long list of 
candidates covering two sides of the ballot in this presidential 
election year.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Looking over the ballot at Goddard Junior High School.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

In Ozone Park, state Sen. Joe Addabbo checks with his wife, Dawn, to see 
if she needs help with the unusually long ballot. Daughter Alexis came to 
watch.  Photo by Michael Shain 

A poll worker keeps the check-in line running as smooth-
ly as possible at PS 144 in Forest Hills, which was packed 
all day long.  Photo by Michael Shain 

On Election Night, the regulars at the Habana Hut on 41st Avenue, which had been a sort of unofficial campaign 
headquarters for Donald Trump in Bayside, are all smiles as the returns come in.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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Millions of people fund 
their college educations with 
student loans. Such loans can 
make it possible for students 
to attend the very best univer-
sities in the world, but they 
also can be burdensome when 
students graduate and face 
the unenviable task of repay-
ment.

Student loan debt figures 
are staggering. According to 
Debt.org, student loan debt in 
the United States is roughly 
$1.2 trillion, while the Cana-
dian Federation of Students 
reports that education-related 
debt in Canada is more than 
$19 billion, a figure that re-
flects the cost of college tu-
ition rising more than 137 
percent in the last quarter 
century. The college resource 
website Cappex.com estimates 
that the average student debt 
for members of the class of 
2016 is $37,173, a jaw dropping 
6 percent increase from the 

average debt held by members 
of the class of 2015 upon gradu-
ation.

Paying down that debt can 
seem like a daunting task, but 
recent grads need not fret that 
they will still be paying off 
student loans when their own 
children are ready to enroll 
in college or university. The 
following are a few strategies 
college grads may want to con-
sider as they look for ways to 
pay off their student loans as 
quickly as possible.

• Create a monthly bud-

get before the repayment 

period begins. Monthly bud-
gets are an essential element 
of sound financial planning, 
but grads should not wait un-
til their repayment period be-
gins to develop their budgets. 
Even if the repayment grace 
period has just begun, grads 
should build at least the mini-
mum required payment into 
their monthly budgets. Simply 

put the money into a savings 
account until the repayment 
period begins. Adjusting to 
repaying loans as early as pos-
sible can soften the blow once 
the repayment period actually 
begins.

• Pay more than the 

minimum. Grads will have 
a relatively brief grace period 
to start repaying their loans 
after graduating. For those 
who are not going on to gradu-
ate or professional school, 
that grace period may be six 
months. As the due date for 
that first payment draws near, 
grads will receive a letter 
from their lenders indicating 
their overall debt and their 
minimum monthly payment. 
Paying more than that mini-
mum monthly payment can 
help borrowers pay off their 
student loans far faster than 
simply paying the minimum 
each month. Many homeown-
ers employ this strategy with 

their mortgages, and grads 
can do the same when repay-
ing their student loans.

• Establish short-term 

financial goals. Short-term 
financial goals can motivate 
borrowers to maintain their 
financial discipline, espe-
cially in those initial years 
after college when many new 
graduates struggle with mon-
ey management. Be specific 
about goals, making sure to 
pick a target date to repay stu-
dent loans in full. Grads who 
want to become homeowners 
can work to achieve that goal 
before age 30. Once that goal 
has been set, grads can re-
search average home costs in 
their desired areas. Such in-
formation can motivate grads 
to pay off their student loans 
as quickly as possible so they 
can be on track to achieve 
their larger goal of buying a 
home in accordance to their 
preestablished goal.

• Live with a roommate 

or roommates. Recent gradu-
ates who landed their first 
professional job may feel liv-
ing alone is the ultimate il-
lustration of their financial 
independence. But living with 
a roommate or roommates 
can free up more money for 
borrowers to put toward re-
paying their student loans. 
Roommates share utility and 
cable/internet bills, and room 
shares are often much less 
expensive than studio or one-
bedroom apartments. Many 
young professionals, especial-
ly those moving to a new city 
for their first job, find living 
with roommates after college 
is also a great way to develop 
or expand a social network.

Repaying student loans 
takes discipline, but that disci-
pline is rewarded when loans 
are repaid long before reach-
ing their maturity date. 

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION NOV. 11-17, 2016

Paying off student loans fast
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NEXT GENERATION EDUCATION
VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE   
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 AND 19
10 A.M.
SIGN UP TODAY AT VAUGHN.EDU/OPENHOUSE

ENGINEERING   |   TECHNOLOGY   |   MANAGEMENT   |    AVIATION

EXPERIENCE

For the 2016-2017 school 
year, the music and arts bud-
get in the Los Angeles Unified 
School District reached its 
highest point in a dozen years. 
While that’s great news for 
students, it also illustrates the 
sad fact that arts and music 
programs have taken a consid-
erable hit in recent decades, 
when arts education fell vic-
tim to budget cuts.

The benefits of music edu-
cation extend far beyond get-
ting kids to tap their toes. The 
National Association for Mu-
sic Education lists the follow-
ing benefits among the many 
reasons to support music edu-
cation in schools.

• Music training helps 

develop language skills. 
Studies have shown that mu-
sic training contributes to 
the physical development of 
the part of the left side of the 
brain associated with process-
ing language. A 2005 study 
from researchers at Stanford 
University found that master-
ing a musical instrument may 
also improve reading skills, 
which can benefit students 

both inside and outside the 
classroom.

• Music training can 

improve hand-eye coordi-

nation. Studies have linked 
long-term music training to 
improved hand-eye coordina-
tion. That is likely connected 
to the motor skills children 
develop when playing musical 
instruments. Without those in-
struments, those motor skills 
may not develop as strongly.

• Music improves concen-

tration. Even students who 
cannot play a musical instru-
ment can still benefit academi-
cally from simply listening to 
music. In 2007, a research team 
from the Stanford University 
School of Medicine found that 
music engages the areas of the 
brain involved with paying 
attention. Today’s students 
deal with numerous distrac-
tions, from smartphones to 
tablets to social media, but 
those who routinely listen to 
certain types of music might 
find it easier to block out those 
distractions and focus on their 
work.

• Music can help students’ 

emotional development. A 
2003 study commissioned by 
Chorus America found musi-
cians are more likely than the 
average person to be involved 
in charity work as volunteers 
and donors. The NAFME also 
notes that music students may 
be more likely to exhibit empa-
thy toward other cultures.

• Music can improve self-

esteem. In a study examin-
ing 117 fourth grade students 
attending public school in 
Montreal, a researcher at the 
University of Texas at Austin 
found that children who re-
ceived piano lessons weekly 
for three years had higher 
self-esteem than children who 
were not given piano lessons 
during the same period. Nei-
ther group had participated in 
formal music instruction be-
fore the study, and students in 
both groups reported similar 
levels of self-esteem prior to 
participating in the study.

Music education can enrich 
the lives of young students in 
a myriad of ways, potentially 
contributing to happier, more 
fulfilling lives.

The enduring value of music education
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EDUCATION

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Jason Morency
November 2016
Student of Distinction
Martin Van Buren High School
Queens Village

Our November Student of Distinction comes 
highly recommended for a wide and disparate host 
of qualities and capabilities, including profound 
intellect, superior cognitive abilities, commitment to 
volunteerism, hunger for knowledge, musical talent, 
optimism, and humanity and kindness. Jason Mor-
ency is, indeed, a rare jewel who shines brilliantly 
through a myriad of facets. 

A member of the National Honors Society, Jason 
is a valued member of Martin Van Buren’s Schol-
ars Institute (SI). He was an offi cer of SI during his 
junior year. As a senior, Jason is Board President. In 
this position, he oversees SI member tutoring activi-
ties with peers and students at local elementary 
schools.

Actions are a solid barometer of accomplish-
ments within SI.  For example, Jason coordinated 
MVB’s Celebration Day festivities. During Celebra-
tion Day, the community is invited to visit MVB, par-
ticipate in games, and enjoy food. Other volunteer 
opportunities include participating in the Queens 
Breast Cancer Walk, assisting during Parent 
Teacher conference evenings, and tutoring children 
at PS 18 and PS33 through Junior Achievement. He 
also volunteered at St. Mary’s Hospital for Children. 
While there, he interacted with the children via 
play as well as helping them with their meals and 
transporting them within St. Mary’s Hospital.

Jason is eager to experience new challenges. 
Taking Advanced Placement courses is one of the 
challenges he welcomed. He successfully completed 
Calculus, Biology, World History, U.S. History, 
English, Literature, and Spanish AP classes. Ad-
ditionally, he completed courses at local colleges 
including: Introduction to the Health Professions at 

York College; and Public Speaking / Speech, 
Algebra 2, and Patient Care Technical (PCT) at 
Queensborough Community College.

Sanjay Patel, English Teacher and Director of 
Special Programs, is one of many vocal Jason 
supporters. He praised him stating, “Jason’s 
written work is lucid and concise. He develops 
complex issues using simple yet eloquent writing 
and his implementation of suggestions are rapid, 
revealing a true academic endeavoring for 
success.  He possesses the strongest command of 
rhetoric studied in the class and applied rhetorical 
concepts in other subjects, such as Debate. This 
use of rhetoric permits Jason to develop arguments 
logically, giving his group an edge during competi-
tions.”

Regarding Special Programs, Patel says, “I have 
been honored to have him as my co-chief intern. 
He tutors his peers in AP English, mathematics 
and science, and helps recruit students for Special 
Programs.”

A natural leader and helper, it is no surprise 

that Jason’s time is sought by several offi ces. 
Christine Stamberg, Guidance Counselor, ex-
plains, “In the College Offi ce, we have a student 
position titled College Leader. When Jason didn’t 
apply I was disappointed. According to the 
school staff rules regarding student time com-
mitments, he could not be both SI President and 
College Leader. 

“I, however, was not going to let this talent 
pass the position by, so we agreed he will work 
in the offi ce with a different time requirement. We 
have never made arrangements like this previ-
ously: Jason is worth the extra effort.”

Making everything appear effortless is the 
water in which he swims. His stated goal is to, 
“Operate in scenes that are unfamiliar to my 
common environment, in which teamwork, con-
sistent dedication, and employment of educa-
tional guidance will outpace any predicaments 
encountered.” 

One such area lies in the sphere of music. 
Jason is President of TRI-M music honor society. 
He is also the school orchestra’s String Section 
Leader, and a member of Drumline, which is a 
group comprised solely of percussionists who 
perform at school-wide events. 

Patel enthuses, “Seldom do I meet a student 
who possesses his level of musical talent. He 
plays the saxophone, violin, and drums for his 
church, Universal Cavalry, and the school.” 

As a member of the church group, Jason en-
joys learning and working as a team member to 
play each song successfully, complementing other 
members’ sound in order to develop harmony.

It is wondrous music that has marked Jason’s 
academic journey and he looks forward to the 
next movement of his opus.  To assist in pursuing 
a career in the medical fi eld, Jason hopes to at-
tend Hunter College’s Macaluay Honors College, 
Columbia University, or Sophie Davis Medical 
School. 

May his drumbeat resound loudly!

877-786-6560  •   myNYCB.com

My
is

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Over 35 Convenient branch locations throughout Queens!

Jason Morency
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St. Francis of Assisi School, located 
in the vibrant and culturally di-

verse neighborhood of Astoria, N.Y., 
is proud to be a Caring Community of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service.  Dur-
ing the 2016–2017 school year, SFA 
will continue to be firmly commit-
ted to our school mission which is to 
develop in our community a “way of 
life” rooted in Christ and a Catholic 
vision that provides inspiration and 
identity to all its members.  

In a school-wide effort, we are de-
veloping our instruction so that our 
students are engaged in cognitively 
challenged tasks and actively in-
volved in gaining mastery and pro-
ficiency of required skills necessary 
for success in postsecondary edu-
cation and in the global arena. Our 
programs, including the Latin and 
Greek Roots Program, Achieve 3000, 
a comprehensive online reading pro-
gram, and Aleks for Math, as well as 
our teachers’ desire to advance their 
own learning are evident of our com-
mitment to Success For All. Our goal 
is to teach so that our curriculum 
supports our students’ strengths and 
helps them reach their fullest poten-
tial. As one parent stated, SFA is a 
progressive school that aims at imple-
menting strong values and ethics unto 

its students. 
Through our faith-based education 

program and a solid work ethic, we 
are guiding our students to become 
children of faith, avid learners, and 
socially conscious individuals.  We be-
lieve in Carol Dweck’s idea of a growth 
mindset, which suggests that chil-
dren’s basic abilities can be developed 
though dedication and hard work. 

We know that for all 21st century 
learners, technology is crucial to suc-
cess; therefore, SFA has developed a 
Technology Plan that will keep us 
evolving in a modern wifi environ-
ment as competent and responsible 
users of innovative technology. In the 
Spring of 2016, our 8th grade students 
successfully took part in the NYS 
online ELA Field Test assessment 
pilot program. We are very proud of 
these 2016 graduating students, who 
also received placement in the high 
schools of their choice. 

During this 2016–2017 school year, 
St. Francis of Assisi School choose 
Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, to-
day, and forever as our school theme.  
It was selected to represent our de-
sire to move forward in our academy 
formation with a strong sense of who 
we were, who we are, and who we can 
be.

21-18 46th Street, Astoria, NY  11105 
718-726-9405      www.sfaschool.org 

�
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Rigorous Curriculum 
Vibrant Catholic Identity 
Dedicated Community Service 
Leading Edge Technology 

Registration for 2016-2017 
Grades Preschool through 7th 

Tues. & Wed., Aug. 30th & 31st,  9:30-10:30am 
On-going appointments are available. 

Whether a child chooses baseball, 
swimming, soccer or gymnastics, play-
ing sports is as American as apple pie. 
More than 60 million American kids 
age 6 to 18 participate in organized ath-
letics. But along with playing sports 
often come injuries—and pain.

From pulled muscles to concus-
sions, sports-related injuries are com-
mon in young athletes, sending more 
than 2.6 million children to the emer-
gency room every year.

“Now that kids are back in school 
and fall sports are well underway, there 
are many things parents can do to help 
their children avoid getting hurt while 
still enjoying sports,” says Anita Gupta, 
a member of the American Society of 
Anesthesiologists Committee on Pain 
Medicine. “And if they do get injured, 
it’s also important to address the pain 
effectively.”

Common injuries in young athletes 
include knee pain from football or soc-
cer, and shoulder problems from swim-
ming and pitching in baseball and soft-
ball.

Treating the pain
If your child complains of pain af-

ter playing sports, don’t shrug it off. 
If the problem seems relatively minor, 
such as a sore muscle, icing and rest-
ing for a day or two makes sense. If the 
pain doesn’t get better or is more seri-
ous, see a physician who specializes in 
pain medicine. Here are some things to 
keep in mind:

Avoid use of opioids when possible. 
Opioids should rarely be prescribed 
for young athletes and if they are, they 
should be taken for no more than three 
days. Opioids should only be used to 
treat severe pain under the close su-
pervision of a physician. Instead, start 
with RICE therapy—rest, ice, compres-
sion and elevation—and nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs such as as-
pirin or ibuprofen. When it comes to 
opioids, the risks of use include:

• Addiction: Opioids can cause a feel-
ing of euphoria, making them highly 
addictive. Teens often become addicted 

to drugs by starting with prescription 
medications such as opioids.

• Other negative effects: Opioids can 
make your child feel lethargic and not 
alert, which can be especially danger-
ous for teenagers who drive. It can slow 
down your child’s breathing, too.

The most effective way to treat pain 
is by combining various methods, 
called multi-modal therapy. Physician 
anesthesiologists who specialize in 
pain medicine often prescribe several 
methods to ease pain, including:

• Physical therapy to increase range 
of motion and strengthen muscles.

• Compression braces can support 
the injured joint and reduce swelling.

• Interventional procedures such as 
nerve blocks.

• Medications such as anti-inflam-
matories can reduce swelling.

• Alternative therapies such as bio-
feedback, medication, massage and 
acupuncture.

Try an ounce of prevention. Before 
your child takes the field, there are 
things you can do to head off injuries.

The best defense is a good offense. 
Many injuries can be avoided by en-
suring your child is properly prepared 
to play the sport.

• Stretching is vital to ensuring 
muscles are warmed up.

• Using the right equipment can 
also reduce injuries. For example, it’s 
important to wear the right shoes for 
the sport.

• Seeking expertise from an athletic 
trainer ensures your child is using the 
right technique, and doesn’t overdo it.

• Encouraging your child to drink 
plenty of fluids to stay hydrated and 
rest before exhaustion sets in - which 
can increase the risk of injury.

• Look down. Paying attention to the 
surface your child is playing on can 
make a big difference when it comes to 
injuries.

• Playing fields should be well-main-
tained, not full of holes or ruts.

• High impact sports should be per-
formed on flooring made of special ma-
terial that has some give or wood (ex-
ample: basketball courts), not concrete.

• Mix it up. Many kids often focus 
on one sport beginning at a young age. 
That means your child may use the 
same motion repeatedly, increasing 
the risk for overuse injuries. Even if 
your child prefers that sport, suggest 
he or she mix it up with other activities 
so a variety of muscles are used.

“Pain medicine specialists such as 
physician anesthesiologists can fully 
assess the cause of the pain and recom-
mend the most effective treatment to 
ease pain and get young athletes back 
in the game,” Dr. Gupta says.

For more information about pain 
treatment and the importance of a 
pain medicine specialist, visit ASA’s 
pain management page.

How student athletes 
can defeat their pain
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Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam
Saturday, December 10th 9:00 am

What’s the most important 
part of a child’s school day? 
Is it math? Reading? History? 
How about lunch? Research 
shows that children who eat 
breakfast and lunch are more 
attentive, have a better atten-
dance rate and ultimately do 
better in school. But getting 
children to partake in school 
meal programs is a challenge 
on its own, and with changes 
in government regulations, 
schools, working together 
with food companies, find 
themselves working to meet a 
new set of principles.

The Healthy, Hunger-Free 
Kids Act of 2010 changed reg-
ulations around what could 
and could not be offered for 
school lunch. Grains are now 
required to be at least 50 per-
cent whole grain, sodium lev-
els must be reduced, and caf-
eterias are required to offer an 
increased number of fruit and 
vegetable options.

All of this supports a 
healthier lifestyle, but it leaves 
schools and food companies 
with a new challenge - getting 
kids to eat what is offered.

To comply with new fed-
eral guidelines and still cre-
ate meals that students enjoy, 
schools across the country are 
employing solutions like the 
following:

• Starting right. Schools 
understand the importance 
of healthy breakfast to jump-
start learning. Some schools 
are using to-go items with 
protein-packed ingredients 
like individually packaged 
egg and cheese whole-grain 
wraps. These portable meals 
are offered to kids as they 
walk off the bus. For many stu-
dents, this is their first meal 
of the day. Secondary schools 
are finding success appealing 
to older students by offering 
new omelet stations to encour-
age students to eat a healthy 
breakfast.

• Lowering the sodium. As 
part of the 2010 act, schools 
are looking for ways to lower 
sodium in their menu offer-
ings and still provide meals 
kids enjoy. For example, many 
schools are incorporating a 
new line of turkey deli meats 
that are lower in sodium, taste 

great and are grown on family 
farms without growth-promot-
ing antibiotics and verified by 
the USDA. This small change 
ensures a popular cafeteria 
staple remains on the menu for 
students in the future, deliver-
ing the nutrition they need.

• Increased transparency. 
More focus is being placed on 
the origins of school lunch 
ingredients. Because of that, 
schools and food companies 
are working to increase trans-
parency for students, parents 
and community members 

alike.
“We work with schools 

to share information about 
the farmers who provide the 
foods used in school lunches 
so people get to know the story 
behind the food they eat,” said 
Suzanne McCarty, business 
development director for Car-
gill Foodservice. “We know 
kids and parents increasingly 
want to understand the jour-
ney of their food from farm to 
fork.”

Going forward
“It is important to partner 

with food companies as we 
work to meet the demands of 
feeding our students,” says 
Joanne Kinsey, director of 
school nutrition services for 
Chesapeake Public Schools. 
“We all share in the same mis-
sion of providing our students 
quality, nutritious food that 
tastes good.”

To learn more about how 
schools and food companies 
are working to improve school 
lunches, contact your local 
school or visit cargill.com/
products/foodservice. —BPT

Making school mealtime healthier
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Connect to Your Future  
at

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451
Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

There was a time when a 
college degree was considered 
the surest path to financial se-
curity, a home and The Ameri-
can Dream. But today, when 
you talk about a university 
education, you’re just as likely 
to hear about student debt, 
dropouts and low wages.

What happened?
Start with the glut of col-

lege graduates. There are 
more four-year degree holders 
in this country than ever be-
fore, and they frequently are 
underemployed or working in 
jobs outside of their chosen 
field. Meanwhile, many carry 
student-loan debt they can’t 
repay -assuming they gradu-
ate at all. Currently, approxi-
mately 40 percent of students 
starting four-year colleges 
and 60-70 percent of students 
starting two-year colleges do 
not graduate, according to the 
National Center for Education 
Statistics.

“In the new economy, it is 
no longer sufficient for a stu-
dent to simply get a four-year 
degree and assume a job will 
follow,” says Doug Young, eco-
nomic analyst and author of 

“Preparing our Students for 
Career Success—What Par-
ents Should Know.”

Young’s research, detailed 
in the new report, demon-
strates how parents can help 
students find the best fit for 
career success by following an 
“occupation-driven” model.

Find the right fit. Talk to 
your student. What are their 
passions and interests? How 
do they learn best? Explore 
a range of occupations that 
might best fit your particular 
student, their learning style 
and interests. Start early, tak-
ing into account your student’s 
soft skills and make time to ex-
plore various career options.

Calculate earnings vs. 

cost. Compare projected earn-
ings for chosen career paths, 
along with costs of education 
and graduation rates at possi-
ble schools to determine which 
career path and necessary 
training will generate a posi-
tive return over the long term.

Explore industry-aligned 
technical training. Nearly 
two-thirds of the available jobs 
in our country require more 
training than high school, but 

less than a four-year degree. 
Many of these so-called “blue 
collar” careers are in high 
demand, pay well and are less 
vulnerable to threats such as 
automation.

Project future job avail-

ability. Explore careers most 
likely to need skilled workers 
that can’t be replaced by over-
seas workers or automated by 
computers.

Labor industry experts pre-
dict this category includes nu-
merous jobs for people in the 
skilled trades and repair in-
cluding plumbers, electricians, 
and automotive technicians, as 
well as customer-service rep-

resentatives and clerks.
In the transportation indus-

try alone, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics projects that by 2024 
there will be 1.2 million jobs in 
the automotive, diesel, motor-
cycle and marine industries. 
The transportation service 
industry has become highly 
technical, requiring training 
beyond high school.

“There are simply not 
enough qualified technicians 
to fill the industry need,” says 
Jerry Rutter, vice president of 
Industry and Employment So-
lutions at Universal Technical 
Institute.

Gain experience. Help 

your student find ways to try 
out different career opportuni-
ties and gain work experience 
early. Explore career techni-
cal-education courses in high 
school, including internships 
and job shadowing opportuni-
ties, as well as organizations 
such as SkillsUSA.

Employer focused train-

ing. Choose an education pro-
gram that equips graduates 
with the skills they’ll need 
in their chosen career and 
partners with industry and 
employers to ensure success. 
Research what percentage of 
students drop out, as well as 
the employment figures for 
those who graduate. This will 
be a great indicator of the qual-
ity of the school and employer 
demand for its graduates.

Following a career-focused 
model doesn’t exclude the 
possibility of a four-year col-
lege being the right option for 
many career paths. Taking 
a career-focused approach 
and exploring all postsecond-
ary education options simply 
opens doors to other possibili-
ties, which may be a better fit 
for your student.  —BPT

A career path need not include college
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Back in the day, a group of 
“wild and woolly” artists invaded 
Long Island City, when nothing 
much was going on there. Their 
collective vision ignited a cre-
ative movement and jumpstarted 
a vibrant artistic community.

Gradually, that art scene swept 
across the borough, transforming 
its cultural landscape. But even 
more changes were inevitable.

Fast forward to the present. 
Five feisty Long Island City-based 
artists, who have witnessed the 
area’s transformation, have con-
tinued to create and make things 
work, despite crippling rent 
hikes and a lack of precious stu-
dio space, which in recent years 
have forced many of their fellow 
creatives to seek greener, more 
affordable pastures. 

Despite those challenges, all 
five artists share a positive atti-
tude and agree that Long Island 
City’s status as an arts destina-
tion is alive and well. 

As part of that, the LIC Arts 
Open is back, bringing art and 
entertainment to everyone. Check 
out Gallery Nights on Thursday, 
Nov. 17, and their Fall Open Stu-
dios on Saturday, Nov. 19 (see 
sidebar on Page 44 for more infor-
mation). While you’re in the hood, 
you might also want to visit Mat-
ted LIC Gallery at 46-36 Vernon 
Blvd., where the work of those five 
feisty artists has been gathered to-
gether into the Fall 5 LIC Artists 
Collaborative Show, which is run-
ning through Nov. 30.

The artwork at Matted seems 
a perfect complement to the gifts 
you’ll find there. So, if you stop 
by the store to browse and shop 

for the holidays, you could also 
purchase an original artwork. 
Your contribution would really 
help, with 10 percent of all net 
proceeds from the exhibit going 
to LIC-A, a nonprofit arts advo-
cacy enabling the LIC commu-
nity to share and enjoy the art 
made there.

The five artists in the show 
offer a diverse set of opinions 
on what makes the Long Island 
City art scene unique.

According to Belgian-born 
freelance photographer Jean-
Marie Guyaux, the art commu-
nity is more active than it ever 
was, thanks to the exhibitions 
sponsored year-round by the LIC 
Artist Organization (licartists.
org) and the yearly artist Open 
Studio event sponsored by the 
LIC Arts Open (licartsopen.org).

Continued on Page 44

TimesLedger, November 11-17, 2016

Lively 
ARTSscene

Suzanne Pemberton is one of five Long Island City-based artists whose 
works are now on display at Matted LIC Gallery on Vernon Boulevard through 
Nov. 30. Courtesy Matted LIC

Exhibit at Matted displays the 
energy and variety of artists 
working in Long Island City
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Answers in Sports

My Fair Lady — This Lerner and Loewe 
musical, based on George Bernard Shaw’s 
1913 play “Pygmalion,” tells the story of how 
Professor Henry Higgins takes on the task 
of teaching an uneducated, rough mannered 
Cockney fl ower seller, Eliza Doolittle.
When: Saturday, Nov. 12 at 8 pm; Sunday, 
Nov. 13 at 3 pm; Sunday, Nov.20 at 2 pm and 
7 pm
Where: Theatre By The Bay, Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: Adults, $22; seniors (62+) and children 
(under 13), $20
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: theatrebythebay.com
Thalia Hispanic Theatre — “The History 
of Salsa,” a musical that features the 
Colombian dance company Cali Salsa Pal’ 

Mundo, and “We Women Do It Better Than 
Men,” for which the theater says “Come to 
fi nd out WHAT and you’ll have a great time.”
When: “The History of Salsa”—Friday and 
Saturday, Nov. 11, 12 and 18, 19 at 8 pm; 
Sunday, Nov. 13 at 4 pm; Thursday, Nov, 17 at 
8 pm. “We Women Do It Better Than Men”—In 
Spanish: Friday, Nov. 11 at 8 pm; Saturday, 
Nov. 12 at 3 pm. In English: Sunday, Nov. 13 
at 4 pm; Wednesday, Nov. 16 at 8 pm; Friday, 
Nov. 18 at 8 pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic Theater, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: “The History of Salsa”—$40; students 
and seniors, $37; “We Women Do It Better 
Than Men,” $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

The LIC One-Act Festival — Programs of 
short plays are presented and the audience 
votes for their favorites. Eight plays will go 
to the fi nals on Nov. 13, and the winner is 
chosen by a panel of judges and the audience. 
Winners will be announced and awarded on 
the last night of the festival. 
When: Through Nov. 13
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St. 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 in advance, $20 at door
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Frank Josephs and Michele Lender in 
Theatre by the Bay's production of "My Fair 
Lady."

- Talkin’ Broadway

Continued on Page 45
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BY STEVE BARNES

“Evensong,” which 
is being given its world 
premiere by the Astoria 
Performing Arts Center, 
could not have a subject 
that is any more timely, 
provocative or pertinent 
to life in the so-called 
world’s borough.

Christina Quintana’s 
play tells the story of Teo, 
a young man who has 
moved to New York from 
Texas in search of a new 
life for himself. Work-
ing as bank teller, he is 
bright, good looking, en-
ergetic—and homeless. 
As “Evensong” opens, he 
is about to spend his first 
night in a church-run 
shelter presided over by 
Bob, a banker who volun-
teers at the shelter at least 
partly as a way of prov-
ing to himself and others 
that not all bankers are 
heartless. As the rules of 
the shelter are being set 
down, we become aware 
that a mutual attraction 
is brewing between the 
two, complicated by dif-

ferences in social status 
and the heavy stigma 
that the homeless must 
live with.

The ways in which be-
ing labeled as homeless af-
fect the lives of those with-
out a place to call their 
own shape all of the events 
in the play. When Teo tells 
a co-worker that he is liv-
ing in a shelter, the air of 
discomfort and embarass-
ment that follows is power-
fully realized. Even in his 

interactions with friends 
and family, Teo lets his 
shame about his situation 
put a wall between him 
and those he is closest to. 
In a call home to a friend, 
he keeps up the impres-
sion that he is living on 
his own in a loft space. He 
gives his grandmother a 
false address, leading to 
a package being sent to 
him at the apartment of a 
young couple whose lives 
become intertwined with 

his through a series of co-
incidences.

Since 2013, the play-
wright has volunteered 
at The Friends Shelter 
in Manhattan, and her 
understanding of the 
struggles the homeless 
go through is strongly 
conveyed in “Evensong.”  
From the desire for such 
seemingly mundane lux-
uries as a hot shower or a 
little privacy to the need 
to be seen as a person and 

not just a statistic, those 
struggles are expressed 
by a varied cast of sharply 
drawn characters. Quin-
tana brings the small de-
tails of each person’s be-
havior together in a way 
that results in throughly 
believable individuals.

That understanding 
and sensitivity are just as 
apparent in her creation 
of characters who are not 
homeless. Whether it is a 
yuppie banker, a striv-
ing middle-class couple 
or the ghostly presence 
of Teo’s grandmother, 
the playwright brings a 
strong sense of humanity 
to each person, engaging 
the audience and driving 
the play’s message home.

She is greatly aided 
in that effort by a strong 
cast. In addition to Dan-
iel Prado’s Teo and Chad 
Carstarphen’s Bob, Ma-
rie Louise Guinier gives 
a vivid performance as 
Gladys, one of Teo’s fel-
low shelter residents. Sai 
Somboon captures the 
personalities of three dis-
tinct characters, while 

Doug Rossi and Francis 
Mateo bring the roles of 
a panhandler/poet and a 
young teacher effectively 
to life. And in the roles of 
Rosa, the young woman 
who receives the package 
mailed to Teo, and of the 
grandmother who mailed 
the package, Arlene Chi-
co-Lugo radiates warmth 
and stage presence.

The staging and light-
ing design of the play also 
contribute to its power—
as does its setting. To 
place a story about a 
church-run shelter in 
a theater that is part of 
Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church (30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria) is 
perhaps little more than 
a coincidence, but for a 
story that hinges on both 
coincidence and the be-
lief in the human spirit, 
it is a lucky one.

“Evensong” is run-
ning through Nov. 19. 
Showtimes are Thursday 
and Friday at 8 p.m., and 
Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m. For more informa-
tion, go to apacny.org.

Daniel Prado (l-r), Chad Carstarphen and Marie Louise Guinier in “Evensong” 
Photo by Michael Dekker

‘Evensong’ illuminates struggle of homeless 

Adults: $49.+tax Children: $29.+tax (3-12 yrs old)

THE DOUGLASTON MANOR
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. * Douglaston NY * 718 224-8787

THE PILGRAM’S HARVEST TABLE 
VEGETABLES: Mushrooms, Artichokes, Roast Peppers, Bruschetta, Olives 
CHEESES: Fresh Mozzarella, Fontina, Provolone, Parmigiano 
CURED MEATS: Prosciutto, Soppressata, Dried Sausage 
SALADS: 3 Bean, Tortellini Salad, Roasted Beets, Tomato-Basil

CARVING STATION 
ROAST PRIME RIB: Rosemary Au Jus 
SMOKED COUNTRY HAM: Honey Glazed

Join Us At 
The Douglaston Manor

November 24th, 2016
Reservations taken for 1pm, 3pm & 5pm

HOT BUFFET 
SLOW ROASTE TURKEY: Sage Gravy, Chestnut Stuffi ng, 
                                           Fresh Cranberry Sauce 
HERB ROASED PORK: Apple Cider, Thyme, Roasted            
                                       Shallots 
BAKED FILET OF SOLE: Crabmeat Stuffi ng, Citrus Basil 
      Sauce 
SMASHED SWEET POTATOES: Caramelized Onions 
HERB ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH 
BACON MAC ‘N’ CHEESE

MASHED POTATO BAR 
YUKON GOLD MASHED, Sweet Onions & Fixins Sour  
     Cream / Bacon / Cheddar / Gravy

DOUGLASTON MANOR VIENNESE TABLE 
Pumpkin Pie / Apple Pie / Tarts / Cakes / Canolli’s / 
Cookies / Pastries / Fresh Fruit / Chocolate Fondue

Happy Thanksgiving!
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FILM

New York Korean Film 
Festival — The 14th edition 
of the New York Korean Film 
Festival is coming to the 
Museum of the Moving Image 
this weekend. This year’s 
fi lms focus on the family, as 
mothers, fathers, children 
and grandparents struggle 
to survive such events as the 
zombie apocalypse, law school 
exams, ambitious aristocrats 

and secret societies. South 
Korea’s 2016 Oscar submission 
(“The Age of Shadows”) and 
several American premieres 
will offer a window into what’s 
happening now in one of the 
world’s most dynamic national 
cinemas. 
When: Friday - Sunday, Nov. 
11-13
Where: American Museum of 
the Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12, $7 for members 
at the Film Lover level and 

MoMI Kids Premium levels, 
free for Silver Screen 
members and above.
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

EVENTS

LGBT Queens Book Night — 
This evening will bring Queens 
authors together to both read 
from their works and discuss 
the creative and professional 
issues facing LGBT writers in 
the borough. Hosted by author 
and Jackson Heights resident 
Nancy Agabian, the event 
will feature trivia questions, 
a question-and-answer 
discussion and a reception. 
Writers who are scheduled to 
appear include Joe Okonkwo, 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Nov. 11-17, 2016

By Ed Canty

Birds of a Feather
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OLD GLORY
C A R T C H A T S B A L D
P L E A R O D E O A L A R
R E D B E A N S A N D R I C E
C O U N T S E A N C E S

S E A R R E E D S
M A O R I S I M O N S
O C T A L S T O W R A M
W H I T E H O U S E S T A F F
S E C A R A T H A G A R

P E S T L E U S E R S
A L B U M S L A T
B U R R I T O N U R S E
B L U E R I B B O N P A N E L
A L I E N I E C E T I L E
S S N S E T N A S A P S E

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)

or whipped cream Napoleon
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled 

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana 

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Continued on Page 45

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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BY MERLE EXIT

Playwright Noel Coward is 
in the house, or rather at the 
Zion Episcopal Church, where 
the Douglaston Community 
Theatre is performing his 
classic comedy “Blithe Spirit.” 
The plays center on Charles 
Condomine (Rich Weyhaus-
en), a successful novelist who 
wants to learn about the oc-
cult for a novel he is writing. 
To do so he arranges for an 
eccentric medium, Madame 
Arcati (Joan Edward), to hold 
a séance at his house. Charles 
invites his skeptic friend Dr. 
George Bradman (Nick De 
Casare) and his wife, Violet 
(Annette Daiell), who finds the 
medium idea fascinating.  

During the séance, Madame 
Aracti accidentally summons 
Charles’s first wife, Elvira 
(Virginia Green), who has been 
dead for seven years. Madame 
Arcati is unaware of the out-
come as only Charles can see 
or hear Elvira. When Charles 
speaks to Elvira, his second 
wife, Ruth (Barbara Mavro), re-
sponds as if Charles were talk-
ing to her, since she can neither 
hear nor see Elvira.

Charles is sophisticated, 
bright, debonair and likes 
to talk—a lot. He apparently 
enjoys imbibing as well, al-
though he never seems to be 
toally under the influence. 
Wayhausen was perfect for the 
part, maintaining his charac-
ter throughout, even when he 
was not speaking.  

Ruth is quite the society 
matron and somewhat predict-
able, thinking her husband 
has lost his mind and trying to 
restore him to normalcy. Ma-
vro’s portrayal is to the point 
and very “English” by keep-
ing a stiff upper lip in even the 
most trying situations.

In life, Elvira (Virginia 

Green) appeared to be carefree 
and outgoing. She makes light 
of it in her ghostly manner 
even mentioning having had 
cocktails with Genghis Khan. 
Where Ruth is more straight-
laced, Elvira is moody and dis-
reputable. It is not until a float-
ing vase is handed to Ruth out 
of thin air, that she acknowl-

edges Elvira’s presence.  The 
ghostly Elvira now makes 
continued, and increasingly 
desperate, efforts to disrupt 
Charles’s current marriage.  
Green, another seasoned ac-
tor, gives us an excellent per-
formance, creating a believ-
able character.

Madame Arcati is truly in 
contact with the other world. 
The problem is that she does 
not know how to return Elvira 
to the other side. I would char-
acterize her as “the leading 
lady” with Edward leading us 
all the way.  You don’t need a 
medium to see Coward’s sense 
of humor, as she portrays it 
quite well.  

While “Blithe Spirit” may 
be a bit too long, the actors, 
along with director Marilyn 
Welsher, do a good job of keep-
ing things entertaining. 

Performances of Blithe 
Spirit are: Friday, Nov. 11 and 
18 and Saturday, Nov. 12  at 
8p.m.  Matinees are at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Nov. 13 and Saturday, 
Nov. 19.  Zion Episcopal Church 
is located at 243-01 Northern 
Blvd with the entrance to the 
theater on Church Street, just 
off Douglaston Parkway.  

The cast and director of Douglaston Community Theatre's "Blithe Spirit": standing (l-r) Joan Edward, Virginia 
Green, Rich Weyhausen, Barbara Mavro; sitting (l-r) Nicke De Cesare, Director Marilyn Welsher, Annette Daiell, 
Sharri Mandel Photo by Merle Exit

Noel Coward classic gets a spirited production

A TOUCH OF SPAIN IN BAYSIDE

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
www.Marbella-Restaurant.com

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

For Reservations
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE
PARTIES & CATERING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE Parking

We Are Celebrating Over 
35 Years In Business

Reserve Now For

ROAST VERMONT TURKEY

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
Choice
of One

$3095
Entertainment by Harpist

Victor Gonzalez
A La Carte Menu Children’s Menu

Available

THANKSGIVING DINNER

RESTAURANT

{
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However, he said for 
most LIC artists, “the 
challenge is to keep on be-
ing able to afford the rent 
of their studios while fac-
ing the fast pace of gen-
trification of the area.”

Guyaux is currently 
exploring the domain of 
New Media Art. His pri-
mary subjects are icon-
ic images whose digital 
content he manipulates 
via non-photographic 
software. “My work is 
primarily computer 
generated at home,” he 
said, “while the finish-
ing touches, such as 
mounting and resin 
coating, are performed 
in one of the Reis Build-
ing art studios.” 

After relocating his 
studio to Long Island 
City in 2010, Guyaux 
joined the LIC-A board, 
which has monthly meet-
ings where new opportu-
nities for its membership 
are explored. 

“Thanks to my pres-
ence on the LIC-A website, 
I have had the honor to be 
chosen by The Vanbarton 
Group to create murals 
for the lobby entrance 
and the third floor eleva-
tor landing of their newly 
renovated Zipper Build-
ing in LIC,” he noted. (At 
this time, the Joffrey Bal-
let School is the Zipper’s 
main tenant).

Based in New York 
for over 30 years, Guy-
aux has created work 
that runs the gamut 
from advertising, edi-
torial, fashion and ce-
lebrity photography to 
his own more personal 
art projects. In recent 
years, his work has been 

exhibited in over 30 U.S. 
galleries, as well as in in 
several European cities.

For Suzanne Pem-
berton, who has worked 
from her own studio in 
the Reis Studios building 
on 22nd Street for the past 
three years after having 
shared space there, “wa-
ter and atmosphere” are 
the central concepts of 

her work. “My work on 
view at Matted LIC is a 
series I worked on this 
past year called ‘Water-
lines,’ which addresses 
the effect global warm-
ing is having on our 
coastlines,” she said.

Pemberton works in 
acrylic on canvas, using 
many thin layers of paint 
to create her paintings.  
“The many layers give 
the effect of sea and air,” 
she said, “and the linear 
markings suggest rising 
tidelines.”

Because of groups 
like LIC Artists, Pem-
berton believes there is 
much more awareness of 
just how strong the Long 
Island City artist com-
munity is. 

“We all hope there will 
be affordable studio space 
going forward. Juvenal 
Reis has committed to 
keeping artists’ space in 
my building. But the in-
credible development go-
ing on in the area is pretty 
frightening,” she said. 

Indiana native Janya 
Barlow, who grew up in a 
family where music and 
art were commonplace, 
realized early on that 
painting was her path 
in life. After getting her 
BFA, she moved to New 
York, studying at The Art 
Students League. She has 
shown her work in galler-
ies and museums in the 
US and abroad.

“I have been a work-
ing artist involved with 
LIC artists and exhibit-
ing at PaintCan Studios 
2 in LIC for many years. 
I continue to take part 
in the exhibition activi-
ties in LIC and know the 
artist community from 
these local events,” she 
said.

The works Barlow 
is exhibiting at Matted 
LIC are based on a lin-
guistic approach. “The 
imagery created in these 
paintings is based on an 
emotional and linguis-
tic nurturing that exists 
between the creator and 
the work,” she explained. 
“This nurturing is simi-
lar to a parent teaching 
a child the knowledge 
and language necessary 
for them to communi-
cate. When strokes are 
put down on the canvas, 
each and every stroke is 
a word or visual energy 
that can be read.” 

According to Alice 
Lipping, another Matted 
LIC collaborative artist, 
her biggest challenge is 

to get people to events and 
the Open Studios during 
the upcoming festival.

The problem is that 
she and the group of art-
ists she shares a space 
with at Studio 34 on 38th 
Ave. are off the beaten 
path. So, it’s difficult to 
drive traffic over there. 
“The public doesn’t know 
where we are, so it’s hard 
to get visitors during 
these events,” said Lip-
ping, who has become 
more active in LIC’s arts 
community by being part 
of shows for the LIC Arts 
Open Fest and LICA (LIC 
Artists). She has also 
helped curate shows in 
the Studio 34 gallery 
space and has exhibited 
in many group shows in 
galleries and alternative 
spaces throughout Asto-
ria, LIC, and Manhattan.

“We try to get people 
together through meet-
ings to brainstorm ideas 

of how to make people 
more aware of the LIC 
arts community.”

Lipping has exhibited 
in many group shows in 
galleries and alternative 
spaces throughout Asto-
ria, LIC, and Manhattan.

The Astoria resident 
will be participating in 
a few Holiday Markets, 
selling smaller works 
and hand-painted Christ-
mas Ornaments: Austin’s 
Ale House, Kew Gardens, 
Nov. 12; Astoria Market 
at The Bohemia Beer 
Garden, Dec. 4 and 11; 
the Sweet Afton Holiday 
Market, Astoria, Dec. 18. 

Fellow artist Nancy 
Olivier moved to LIC in 
1994. Her first studio was 
at IS 1, three blocks from 
where she lived on 47th 
Avenue. Currently, she 
has a space at Reis Stu-
dios, and lives on 47th 
Road and Vernon Boule-
vard.

Olivier said she is 
thrilled that the LIC arts 
community is growing. 
“We were very isolated 
out here in 1994, and that 
has changed for the bet-
ter (although the subways 
and neighborhood are be-
coming more crowded).”

However, she agrees 
with many in her com-
munity, that the biggest 
challenge is keeping stu-
dio space affordable and 
available. 

Her work at Matted is 
from her latest series of 
Stripe Paintings. “The 
‘Stripe Series’ originated 
in work I made in 1999, 
and I have picked up that 
thread again in recent 
years,” she said.  

“I want to stay con-
nected to the arts com-
munity out here, but I 
don’t always have time to 
do that. LIC Open Studios 
is a great way to keep in 
touch,”

Continued from Page 39 

LIC Arts

Alice Lipping, who is show-
ing both paintings and 
handcrafted Christmas or-
naments at Matted, in her 
studio.

IF YOU GO
Matted LIC 

Gallery Artists’ 
Show

When: Through Nov, 
30. Open Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Saturday, 
10 am - 6 pm; Thursday, 
Friday, 10 am - 7 pm; 
Sunday, 12 pm - 6 pm; 
closde Mondays
Where: 46-36 Vernon 
Blvd., LIC
Contact: (718) 786-
8660
Website: www.
mattedlic.com

One of the best 
ways to tap into 
Long Island City’s 
ever-expanding 
gallery scene is LIC 
Gallery Nights, 
a monthly event 
presented by LIC 
Arts Open. The third 
Thursday of every 
month, galleries and 
art spaces all over 
the neighborhood 
open their doors to 
the public for special 
evening viewing 
hours from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. 

According to LIC 
Arts Open Executive 
Director Richard 
Mazda, the event “is 
highly popular, and 
seems be growing,” 
with more of the 
neighborhood’s 
cultural players 
taking part each time. 
The next LIC Gallery 
Night, which is on 
Nov. 17, will include 
the following spaces:

Dougherty 
Gallery at Crescent 
Grill, 38-40 Crescent 
St. (doughertygallery.
com, 718-729-4040)

Eleventh Street 
Arts, 46-06 11th St. 
(eleventhstreetarts.
com, 917-574-9950) 

Flux Factory, 
39-31 29th Street 

(fl uxfactory.org, 347-
669-1406)

Local Project, 
11-27 44th Road 
(localproject.org, 
646-298-0969)

Materials for the 
Arts, 33-00 Northern 
Blvd., 3rd fl oor (www.
nyc.gov/html/dcla/
mfta/html/home/
home.shtml, 718-729-
3001)

RESOBOX, 41-26 
27th St. (resobox.
com, 718-784-3680)

SculptureCenter, 
44-19 Purves St. 
(sculpture-center.org, 
718-361-1750)

The Local NYC, 
13-02 44th Ave. 
(thelocalny.com/
category/art, 347-
738-5251)

The Experimental 
Gallery, 43-01 22nd 
St. (reisstudios.com, 
718-784-5577)

On Saturday, Nov. 
19, LIC Arts Open will 
be presenting its 
Fall Open Studios 
from 12 p.m. to 6 
p.m. In this event, 
close to 100 artists 
will be opening up 
their studios, giving 
people a chance to 
see both a wide range 
of innovative art and 
the environments 
in which the artists 

work.
Right after the Fall 

Open Studios, at 6 
p.m., LIC Arts Open 
will be holding its 
Fall Ball Fundraiser 
at 43-01 23rd St., 
otherwise known as 
the Murals Building, 
in honor of the 
vibrant street art 
that covers it.

The fundraiser 
will feature an art 
show that Mazda says 
is patterned after 
the “old Paris-style 
salons,” with one 
piece of art from 
each of more than 60 
artists on display. In 
a “Flash Sale,” works 
of art will be on sale 
at the bargain price 
of $25. There will 
also be a music room 
featuring composer 
Pat Erwin, a poetry 
performance by 
Audrey Dimola and a 
live painting/dance 
installation that will 
be a collaboration 
between dancer/
choreographer 
Karesia Batan and 
artist Sai Li.

Tickets are 
$10, and can be 
purchased at https://
form.jotform.com/
trimistopheles/fall-
ball-tickets

Bringing LIC’s vibrant arts 
scene into the Open

Jean-Marie Guyaux’s “Mac & Cheese #2”
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PRIVATE ROOMS: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 +tax p/p
(50 Person Minimum) 

Thursday: $65.00 +tax p/p ( 50 Person Minimum) 
Friday & Saturday: $75.00 +tax p/p (100 Person Minimum) 

Sunday: $75.00 +tax p/p (50 Person Minimum) 

FOR THOSE SMALLER COMPANIES THAT CAN NOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, 
WE CAN OFFER A SEMI PRIVATE AREA IN OUR MAIN BALLROOM (With other groups of guests) 

D.J. INCLUDED 

DECEMBER 9th & DECEMBER 14th ONLY $60.00 +tax p/p (10 Person Minimum)

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW 
& YOUR TICKET AT OUR NEW YEAR’S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 

p/p

IT’S NEVER TO EARLY TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

718-224-8787 * www.thedouglastonmanor.com 
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD. * DOUGLASTON * N.Y * 11363

PR

Deborah Emin and Andrew 
J. Peters, all of whom have 
written books featuring gay 
characters. 
When: Tuesday, Nov. 15, 7 
pm - 9 pm
Where: Queens Pride 
House, 76-11 37th Ave., #206, 
Jackson Heights
Cost: Free
Contact: (646) 764-4040
Website: bit.do/
LGBTQueensBookNight

Flushing Camera Club 
— This Wednesday night 
meeting of the club includes 
“How to Increase Canvas 
Size,” a presentation by Tony 
Coppeta, as well as a critique 
of member images in 
preparation for competition 
by Helen Repstad.
When: Wednesday, Nov. 16, 
7:15 pm
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium, 5th fl oor, 146-01 
45th Ave., Flushing. Entrance 
is on Burling Street and 45th 
Avenue, and free parking will 
be available in the Burling 
Street lot.
Cost: Free
Contact: hjs124@gmail.com
Website: fl ushingcameraclub.
org

MUSIC

Coreyah — Coreyah is a 
Korean world music band 
comprised of four Korean 
traditional instrument 
players, a guitarist and a 
percussionist. This group’s 
composition lets them blend 
genres the encompass Korean 
traditional narrative song, 
western rock, and the sounds 
of South America, Africa and 
the Balkan Peninsula.
When: Friday, Nov. 11, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16, $10 members and 
students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: fl ushingtownhall.
org

Chota Madre — This New 
York-based band creates its 
energy by fusing traditional 
Ecuadorian Bomba from 
El Valle del Chota with 
contemporary rhythms. 
Ecuadorian Bomba fl ourished 
from the cultural exchange 
between the Ecuador’s 
indigenous, mestizo and 
African communities. It is 
characterized by the bomba 
drum, handmade by the 
African descendants living in 

the area. Brought together 
with the requinto guitar, the 
guiro and voices, it transmits 
color, feeling and passion.
When: Saturday, Nov. 12, 9:19 pm
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: terraza7.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Diwali Festival — Diwali, or 
Deepavali, comes from the 
Sanskrit word meaning “row 
of lights.” For its second 
annual Diwali Festival, Flushing 
Town Hall will hold a varied 
celebration of the festival. 
There will be workshops, 
traditional foods and family-
friendly activities. Master 
musicians and dancers from 
India, Bangladesh, Guyana, and 
Suriname will join forces to 
celebrate Diwali with regional 
music and dance from each 
country. Those attending this 
3-hour celebration can also 
experience henna painting, 
a dance workshop and 
installations of traditional 
South Asian dress.
When: Saturday, Nov. 12, 1 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $20, $15 for members, 

$10 for students and children
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: fl ushingtownhall.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Queens Collects: 60 Years 
at the GTM —  Selections from 
the best of the over 6,000 
works in the collection of the 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum at 
Queens College are on display 
in this major exhibition. It 
revisits the creation of the 
collection, exploring the 
museum founders, featuring 
donations from the past 
decade and examining art 
collecting today. Highlights 
include a triptych sculpture by 
Louise Nevelson, Indonesian 
Ikat textiles, and 5th century 
ceramics from Nazca, Peru, 
among other treasures. During 
this show, the museum will 
provide curator-led tours and 
discussions on art collecting 
as an individual, as a museum 
and as an artist.
When: Through Dec. 17. 
Museum hours are Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7pm and 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., 405 
Klapper Hall, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: gtmuseum.org

Website: secrettheatre.com

Two Trains Running — The 
seventh play in August 
Wilson’s Pittsburgh Cycle 
looks at changing attitudes 
toward race from the 
perspective of urban blacks.
When: Friday, Nov. 11, 
Saturday, Nov. 12 at 8 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 177th Street and 
Baisley Boulevard, Jamaica
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: blackspectrum.
com

Blithe Spirit — Douglaston 
Community Theatre 
presents Noel Coward’s 
classic comedy of a 
clairvoyant and a man 
caught between his current 
wife and her deceased 
predecessor.
When: Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 4 and 5, Nov. 11 and 12 
at 8 pm
Where: Zion Church Parish 
Hall, Church Street off of 
Douglaston Parkway, 243-01 
Northern Blvd.. Douglaston
Cost: $17, adults: $15, 
seniors and students with ID
Contact: (718) 483-3332

Website: www.
facebook.com/
Douglaston-Community-
Theatre-172148022797897/

Evensong — Teofi lo “Teo” 
Aguilar is a young Mexican-
American gay man and 
member of New York City’s 
working homeless population. 
A Texas transplant with big 
dreams, Teo works as a bank 
teller, goes on mediocre 
online dates, and searches 
for stability and human 
connection while navigating 
the tangled shelter system. 
Using structural elements of 
choral music and conventions 
of theatrical magic, Evensong 
is a tale of survival, growth, 
and faith in moments of 
loneliness and solitude.
When: Friday Nov. 11 and 
Nov. 18, 8 pm; Saturday, 
Nov. 12 and 19, 2 pm and 8 
pm; Thursday, Nov. 17, 8 pm
Where: Good Shepherd 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: Adults, $18; students 
and seniors, $12
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Continued from Page 42 

Arts
Continued from Page 40 

Theater

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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LATE

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO
 
Danielle Patterson was sit-

ting on a plane, flying back 
from South Bend last week-
end when suddenly it hit her. 

She’d found the perfect 
place. 

The Mary Louis Acad-
emy senior basketball star—
ranked the No. 30 prospect 
this season by ESPN—had 
just wrapped up her official 
visit at Notre Dame and it 
only took a few hours for Pat-
terson to come to a decision. 
She cemented her Fighting 
Irish future Nov. 2, commit-
ting to Notre Dame and wrap-
ping up a recruiting journey 
that saw Patterson receive 
over 100 scholarship offers. 

“Everybody kept telling 
me, you’re going to feel it 
when you step on that right 
campus and I felt it,” Patter-
son said. “The coaching staff 
and the teammates and ev-
erything, it felt right. It was 
definitely the best decision 
for me academically, in the 
classroom and then on the 
basketball court.”

Patterson cut her list to 
four earlier this year—fo-
cusing on Notre Dame, UVA, 
Tennessee and St. John’s. 
She made visits to all four 
campuses, but as soon as she 

got to Notre Dame, Patterson 
knew she’d found the ideal 
fit. In the end, it was the trip 
to South Bend that swayed 
her—meeting with coaches 
and teammates, taking in a 
football game and even trying 
on uniforms. 

“I just thought this was it, 
right here and now,” Patterson 
said. “I can tell Notre Dame 
was really big on tradition 
and I think that’s something 
that’s similar to Mary Louis. 
It felt like how I felt here.”
Of course, Patterson’s stats 
more than warranted the 
wave of top-tier college inter-
est she has received over the 
last two years. Last season 
the 6-foot-3 forward aver-
aged a career-best 22 points 
per game in addition to eight 
rebounds and two steals per 
contest. 

Patterson, however, is 
more than just her numbers 
and those closest to her know 
that her determination to be 
the best will lend itself to suc-
cess at the next level. 

“Dani’s a great person, 
young lady, beside being a 
phenomenal athlete,” said 
Mary Louis coach JoAnn Ar-
bitello. “So with all that Notre 
Dame is definitely getting 
themselves a top young lady.”

Patterson was nervous 

BY LAURA AMATO

Jacklyn Lada wasn’t really 
trying to score a goal, but she 
certainly wasn’t upset when it 
went in the net anyway. 

The Francis Lewis junior’s 
cross curled around the de-
fense, finding its way into 
the far corner and lifting the 
third-seeded Patriots to a 1-0 
victory over Bronx Science 
in the PSAL “A” girls’ soccer 
semifinals at Randall’s Island 
Tuesday. 

It was the first time the 
Patriots had advanced to the 
city final in program history, 
after coming up short against 
Bronx Science in each of the 
last two semis. 

“I just thought, ‘thank 
God,’” Lada said of her game-
winning shot in the 65th min-
ute. “The third time is the 
charm with this team and we 
definitely wanted to win this 
year, especially after last sea-
son’s game when we lost in 
overtime. So that really means 
a lot to win this game.”

Lada’s shot wasn’t planned 
and the goal was a bit of a mi-
crocosm of the way the season 
has played out for Francis 
Lewis.

The Patriots have built 
their success on quick passes 
and lopsided possession, but 
Bronx Science was prepared 
for that—sticking defenders 
in lanes and forcing Francis 
Lewis to get creative. 

So, the Patriots simply 
moved toward the sidelines. 

“When we realized that we 
couldn’t get too much down 
the middle, we focused on try-
ing to get down the sides,” said 
Lewis coach Eleni Sotiriou. 
“That’s where that goal came 
from and where most of op-
portunities came in because 
they had three defenders that 
were pretty solid in the back. 
We had to do something to get 
around.”

As soon as the Patriots 
started moving the ball, the 
tone of the game changed and 

Francis Lewis settled into its 
game plan. Of course, that 
game plan also focused on a 
dominant defensive perfor-
mance. 

Francis Lewis has yet to 
give up a goal this season and 
the Patriots back line contin-
ued to be the foundation of 
what the squad is able to do 
across the field. Senior goalie 
Elli Tsourapis hauled in a pair 
of big-time saves in the second 
half, while the defense regu-
larly kept the ball out of the 
box. 

“Our plan was to lock down 
their main players and make 
sure that they didn’t beat us 
down the wings,” said senior 
center back Sarafina Smith. 
“We wanted to stay tight so 
that our forwards could get up 
there and score.”

Bronx Science did its best 
to rally after Lada’s goal—
notching two prime scoring 

chances on a corner and free 
kick in the final 10 minutes—
but the Patriots’ defense held 
strong down the stretch. 

“I could tell that my girls 
were exhausted, but during 
halftime I had told them to just 
give it everything you have,” 
Sotirious said. “This team has 
beat us the two previous times 
in the semis and these girls 
wanted it.”

The victory sends Francis 
Lewis to the PSAL champion-
ship Monday, taking on top-
seeded Beacon at St. John’s 
University in a 4 p.m. game. 
It’s another challenge for the 
Patriots, but after getting over 
the semifinal hump, this team 
is ready for just about any-
thing. 

“We’ve got a lot of confi-
dence going into the final,” 
Lada said. “And now we really 
think we have a chance.”

Continued on Page 49

Francis Lewis defender Lesly Morales makes a move to get the ball away 
from the Patriots' net in the PSAL "A" semifinals against Bronx Science.  

Photo by Laura Amato

Mary Louis hoops star Danielle Patterson has committed to Notre 
Dame. She received over 100 scholarship offers.  CNG/Laura Amato

Patterson signs up 
with Fighting Irish

Patriots get to fi nals
Francis Lewis snags championship berth with 1-0 win
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BY LAURA AMATO

The Holy Cross boys soc-
cer team saw its dreams of 
winning a CHSAA city cham-
pionship dashed last week 
when the Knights fell 2-1 in 
OT to Regis in the intersec-
tional semifinals at St. John’s 
University. But while the loss 
was disappointing, the squad 
got a bit of a gift a few hours 
later. 

The Knights advanced to 
the CHSAA state tournament 
as the diocese representative 
– after Fordham Prep downed 
Archbishop Molloy 2-1 in 
double overtime of the sec-
ond intersectional semifinal. 
It wasn’t the way Holy Cross 
wanted to earn the berth, but 
it keeps their season alive 
and that’s all the squad cares 
about. 

“I couldn’t be more proud 
of these guys,” said Holy 
Cross coach Matt Tyburczy. 
“I had to hope Fordham takes 
care of business against Mol-
loy. I’ve got all the respect in 
the world for [Molloy coach] 
Andy Kostel, but I want to 
play two more games.”

The Knights had their 
chances to secure a victory 
in the semifinal, but their 
front line simply couldn’t put 
the ball in the back of the net. 
The team’s best chance came 
in the 57th minute when Mi-
chael De Canio lined up a 
picture-perfect shot that was 
saved by Regis goalkeeper 
Andrew Ceonzo. 

“That’s playoff soccer 
right there. What happens in 
the regular season never re-
ally matters,” Tyburczy said. 
“We all know it’s going to be a 
1-0, 2-1 type of game, very lim-
ited chances and the quality 
chances that you do get you 
have to put away.”

Regis brought the pres-
sure in the final minutes of 
regulation, notching a hand-
ful of prime chances, includ-
ing a corner kick in the 70th 
minute that rebounded just 
over the net. 

“It went back and forth a 
little bit, but I think the last 
few minutes of the second 
half, it got a little bit hairy,” 
Tyburczy said. “We stood tall 
though and it’s the counter-
attack in the first part of the 
overtime that caught us.”

The Knights looked like 
they were knocking on the 
goal-line door late in the first 
overtime, but a Regis clear-
and-quick counterattack at 
midfield turned the tide—and 
Adriano Atallah connected 
on the payoff. 

The midfielder drew Holy 
Cross keeper Eric Rossi off 
his line as soon as the ball 
landed at his feet, pushing it 
towards the far side of the net 
for the game-winner with 50 
seconds left in OT. 

“This whole season I’ve 
never been so scared to lose 

and I thought for sure, I have 
to put this through and we 
have to win this,” Atallah 
said. “There was no other 
thought in my head.”

It was a heartbreaking 
blow for Rossi, who was other-
wise fantastic in the semi and 
Tyburczy was quick to point 
out that the junior goalie kept 
the Knights in the game. 

“It’s never one person’s 
fault,” he said. “Things hap-
pen and [Rossi] was our sav-
ior the whole entire season.”

It wasn’t a perfect ending, 
but the Knights aren’t strang-
ers to these types of victories. 
After all, the squad clinched 
the Brooklyn-Queens title 
with a tie. As far as Holy 
Cross is concerned, the only 
thing that matters is that 
there’s still another game 
on the schedule and another 
chance to go after a title. 

“Last year was our first 
semifinal in 11 years and I’m 
glad we’re back here again,” 
Tyburczy said. “It just shows 
how far the program has come 
in the last few years.”

BY LAURA AMATO

The spotlight is bright and 
Shamorie Ponds is more than 
ready to step right into it. 

The former Thomas Jeffer-
son star was one of the most 
highly recruited high school 
basketball players in the coun-
try last season, but he opted to 
stay close to home—heading to 
St. John’s with a very specific 
goal in mind. He’s going to help 
turn the Red Storm program 
around. “I have a high IQ and 
I play with a slow pace, but I 
know what I’m doing on the 
court,” Ponds said during the 
team’s media day last month. 
“I play calm and there’s not 
too much pressure. So I know 
that I just need to bring the 
same thing that I was doing 
at Thomas Jefferson and the 
high IQ and the type of leader-
ship to the college game.”

The Red Storm won just one 
Big East game last year, but 
Ponds is determined to pro-
vide the squad with the kind 
of spark that will lift St. John’s 
back to the top of the college 
basketball ranks. It won’t be 
easy and Ponds is well aware 
of the hometown microscope 

he’s under, but the former Or-
ange Wave guard is ready to 
do his city proud. 

Ponds was named the Big 

East Preseason Rookie of the 
Year and—despite some early-
game miscues—finished with 
12 points, two assists and five 
steals in St. John’s 99-49 ex-
hibition victory over Baruch 
Oct. 31. Still, he’s not too wor-
ried about that. 

“I’m not going to be fo-
cused on just [my own stats],” 
Ponds said. “I just want to see 
the team win. I want to see us 
all get accolades.” Ponds—a 
6-foot-1 left-hander with one 
of the softest shooting touches 
in the game—was a consensus 
four-star, top-50 recruit after 
leading Jefferson to its first 
city championship since 1954 
last season. He could have 
taken his talents just about 
anywhere in the country, but 
couldn’t shake the draw to St. 
John’s. Ponds attended nearly 
every home game last year and 
the Red Storm wanted him just 
as much as he wanted them. 

“I’m happy he felt that way,” 
said head coach Chris Mullin. 
“We always felt like he was the 
perfect fit.”

Ponds is only a freshman—
playing in his first college 
hoops game on Friday night—
but he’s already settled into a 
leadership role with the Red 
Storm. He’s become a calm-
ing presence in the backcourt, 
focused on helping his team-
mates cut down on the turn-
overs and full-court miscues 
that plagued the squad last 
year. 

“When things go bad we 
can’t go into a shell,” Ponds 
said. “So I think I really bring 
that to the team—calming 
them down and bringing them 
together.”

Ponds found a preseason 
rhythm with fellow first-year 
guard Marcus LoVett—unable 
to play last season due to aca-
demic issues—and with the 
return of sophomore guard 
Federico Mussini in the back-
court, the freshman is certain 
St. John’s has the weapons to 
notch victories this season. 

He knows there are expec-
tations for him—the home-
town kid determined to make 
good for the hometown team—
but the only thing Ponds cares 
about is the score at the end of 
every game. 

“That spotlight might get 
too bright, so I’m just trying to 
not pay it no mind,” he said. “I 
just want to play my game and 
do what the coaches want me 
to do.”

St. John's freshman guard and 
former Jefferson standout 
Shamorie Ponds is anxious to get 
the college hoops season under-
way, determined to turn around 
the Red Storm program.  

St. John's Athletics

Holy Cross goalkeeper Eric Rossi gave up one goal in the Knights' 2-1 
OT loss to Regis last week, but the squad still advanced to the CHSAA 
state semifinals.  Photo by William Thomas

Ponds has big plans 
with Red Storm hoops

Knights fall to Regis 
in semifi nal matchup

ahead of announcing her 
decision—even bringing a 
typed-up speech into the Hill-
toppers’ gym so she didn’t 
forget to thank anyone—but 
now that it’s official, the star 
is simply grateful for the road 
she has found herself on. It 
hasn’t been easy and it won’t 
get any easier—she did com-

mit to the preseason No. 1 this 
year, after all—but Patterson 
knows her hard work is pay-
ing off. 

“All the AAU trips, the con-
tinual days of practice all the 
time, all of it. It’s so worth it,” 
she said. “I thank all my coach-
es and all my supporters and 
my trainers, everyone, just for 
all their constant support.”

Now, Patterson’s focus is 
on just one thing – bringing a 
title back to Mary Louis. She’s 

got one more season in blue 
and white before trading in 
her jersey for green and gold 
and Patterson isn’t going to 
waste a moment of it. 

“Nothing less than a cham-
pionship. That’s our goal,” 
Patterson said. “I wanted to go 
ahead and make my decision 
because I knew it felt right 
and I knew we have a mission 
this year. I’m not going to be 
satisfied until we’re back in 
that championship game.”

Patterson
Continued from Page 50
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BY LAURA AMATO

St. Francis Prep senior 
Bella Collura had never been 
more thankful to see the ball 
hit the floor. 

She couldn’t keep the smile 
off her face when the ball land-
ed as the Terriers took down 
The Mary Louis Academy to 
clinch the BQCHSAA “AA” 
volleyball title in straight sets 
of 25-17, 25-19 and 25-11 Nov. 3 
at St. John’s. 

“That was literally fantas-
tic,” Collura said. “I couldn’t 
believe it. It’s crazy. We’ve 
been working for this all sea-
son and we’ve been working 
hard. It’s awesome.” 

St. Francis Prep set the 
tone of the match early, jump-
ing out to a 12-1 lead on the 
Hilltoppers in the first set. It 
was more than enough to set 
TMLA back on its heels and, 
most importantly, give the 
Terriers a big-time boost of 
championship-confidence. 

“It was really big because I 
told the girls we had to control 
ourselves from the get-go and 
they did a great job of that,” 
said St. Francis Prep coach 
Kevin Colucci. “We made it re-
ally tough for the other team 
to get the ball away.”

The second set wasn’t 
quite as easy – Mary Louis 
stole back a bit of the momen-
tum and jumped out to a 6-4 
lead as the squads exchanged 
points early on. A St. Francis 
Prep timeout changed things, 
however, and the Terriers 
refocused, going on a pair of 
big-time runs—including a 
six-point spark to jump out to 
a 21-15 lead. 

“We called a timeout, we 
talked to each other and just 
worked on figuring it out,” 
senior Ann Roberts said. 
“We got our heads back in 

the game. We have moments 
when we kind of shut down a 
little bit, but we pulled it back 
together and got each other 
back up to get back in there.”

Of course, a rhythm like 
the one the Terriers had going 
doesn’t just happen and both 
Collura and Roberts did their 
part to make sure St. Francis 
held its momentum through-
out all three sets. 

The pair were a set-spike 
force to be reckoned with next 
to the net, as Collura regular-
ly set up Roberts and the duo 
settled into their own person-
al rhythm. 

“I can hear Ann on the 
side, because she’s always out 
on the court. And she’s like 
‘Focus, focus, focus,’” Collura 
said. “So that’s all I do. When 
we’re on our runs that’s when 
we take and we get kills.”

The Terriers also had a 
bit of regular-season inspi-
ration in the championship 
matchup—Mary Louis was 

the only team to beat St. Fran-
cis Prep ahead of the final and 
that lone loss lingered in the 
minds of the squad ahead of 
the opening serve. 

“I felt like it made us want 
it more,” Roberts said. “If we 
were playing any other team 
we kind of knew we could beat 
them already and this was 
more of a challenge for us. It 
feels better winning against a 
team that you lost to.”

St. Francis Prep advances 
to the CHSAA state tourna-
ment and, after a convincing 
win like this, the Terriers are 
confident about their chanc-
es. In fact, they’re anxious 
to prove themselves all over 
again. 

“It’s the whole unit playing 
together to be successful and 
that’s what we’ve been preach-
ing all season,” Colucci said. 
“The end of the season here 
they’ve really started picking 
that up.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Christ the King’s story-
book football season came to 
an early end Sunday after-
noon when the Royals fell 28-
27 to Xavier in the first round 
of the CHSFL “AA” playoffs. 

It was another postsea-
son disappointment for the 
squad—falling to the Knights 
for the second-straight sea-
son after losing 28-25 in the 
city championship game last 
year. 

Xavier scored the go-
ahead touchdown in the 
fourth quarter when senior 
Jalen Johnson completed a 
50-yard pass to Rory Kinsella, 
putting the Knights up 28-21 
after squandering a 20-point 
halftime lead. The two-point 
conversion on the touchdown 
proved to be the difference-
maker, preserving the lead 
when Christ the King did its 
best to rally, racking up 21 
points in the third quarter 
alone. The Royals scored in 
the waning minutes of regu-
lation, but failed to connect 
on the point after. 

Xavier advances to the 
“AA” semifinals this week, 
taking on Iona Prep, but the 
Royals are left searching for 
answers after yet another 
almost-there season. 

Bayside 39, Adams 0: 
The Commodores wrapped 
up the regular season with a 
big-time victory and notched 
a first-round postseason bye 
as well. 

Nathaneal Faison led 
the offensive charge with 
158 rushing yards and three 
touchdowns, while Elijah 
Walcott and Geinhard Kryez-
iu also chipped in touchdown 
runs of their own. 

Bayside’s defense also held 
its own as Shamel Lazarus 
Laifook and Josh Rodriguez 
notched interceptions and 
Dimostheni Pefanis finished 
with seven tackles and two 
sacks. 

Flushing 40, Campus 

Magnet 14: Kam Walker’s 
arm led the way, throwing for 
four touchdowns, including 
a pair to Nii Adjin. Raynito 
Clementine and Prasie Prawl 
also hauled in touchdowns. 

Jamaica 42, Beach 

Channel 20: Garfield Mc-
Donald was a rushing force 

to be reckoned with, racking 
up 287 yards and four touch-
downs to jumpstart the Bea-
vers offense. 

Arthur Mccaa chipped in 
82 rushing yards and a touch-
down as well, while Malike 
Lawrie added a touchdown 
run. The two also combined 
for 33 tackles. Ethan Guthrie 
and Sayvon Jones each re-
corded double-digit tackles. 

Monsignor Farrell 31, 

Holy Cross 13: The Knights 
scored the first and last 
touchdowns of the game, but 
couldn’t slow down Farrell 
in between. The No. 2-seeded 
Lions jumped out to a 17-6 
lead at halftime—sparked 
by touchdown runs by Frank 
Patalano and Gavin Monre-
ale—and never looked back. 

Eagle II Academy 28, 

Springfield Gardens 6: 
The Golden Eagles couldn’t 
notch a victory in the reg-
ular-season finale, but the 
squad’s year on the gridiron 
is far from over. Springfield 
Gardens wrapped up the No. 
5 seed in the PSAL Bowl Con-
ference playoffs and will host 
Jamaica in the first round on 
Nov. 13. 

Eagle Academy III 40, 

Far Rockaway 0: Tyler Na-
tion racked up the yardage, 
rushing for 94 yards and 
two touchdowns, while Gary 
Newman also chipped in two 
end-zone trips in the lopsided 
matchup. 

The ground game was im-
pressive, but Eagle’s defense 
was the star of the game—led 
by Javon Speid’s 10 tackles 
and a sack. Jordan Turley 
also notched an interception 
and Dean Parham returned 
an interception for a touch-
down.

Info Tech 16, Cardozo 

14: The Blackhawks held on 
for the slim victory as Chris-
tian Valerio racked up 170 
rushing yards, one touch-
down and an interception. 

Angel Cardoso led the de-
fensive charge with 11 tack-
les and an interception, but 
Michael Gonzalez wasn’t that 
far behind with six tackles 
and an interception of his 
own. 

OTHER SCORES

Franklin K. Lane 22, Long 
Island City 18

The St. Francis Prep girl's volleyball team cruised to a staright-set vic-
tory over The Mary Louis Academy, clinching the BQCHSAA 'AA' crown at 
St. John's University.  Photo by Laura Amato

St. Francis takes charge 
to win volleyball titleHIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

ROUNDUP
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mary was shoe leather. He 
attended community board 
and civic association meet-
ings for more than a year 
in Woodside, Maspeth and 
Middle Village. The 30-year-
old Woodside attorney said 
he handed his personal cell 
phone number to 10,000 po-
tential voters in the district 
and knocked on thousands 
of doors.

“Nobody will outwork 
me,” Barnwell said numer-
ous times. On Election Day 
he was still barnstorming 
through much of the dis-
trict.

The Republican nomi-
nee, Tony Nunziato, 59, was 
greeted warmly as he ar-
rived to vote at Holy Cross 
Church on 56th Road in 
Maspeth Tuesday morning. 
The self-described “man 
of commitment” thought 
his 30 years of fighting for 
his community would be 

enough to win.
“I feel really good with 

the amount of public sup-
port,” Nunziato said Tues-
day morning. “Talk about 
a Rocky story. It’s 6-to-1 D’s 
versus R’s in this district. 
I guess it depends on who 
wins at the top of the ticket, 
I guess it comes to are more 
people furious about Trump 
or are they more furious 
about Hillary.”

After a stop at St. Sebas-
tian’s Church in Woodside 
where Nunziato said the 
crowd of voters was enor-
mous, he looked around the 
cellar of Holy Cross Church 
and shook his head.

“There really are plenty 
of new voters,” Nunziato 
said. “It could be a real su-
nami. I never saw so many 
people jammed in here. You 
could hear the crickets here 
the last time.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

munity and find a way to keep 
the Cambria Heights site open 
for services.

The facility opened nearly 
four years ago and is the only 
EmblemHealth facility of its 
type in the borough. It offers 
a variety of free services and 
programs, including nutri-
tional advice and help in quit-
ting smoking, according to its 
website. 

The facility is located in 
southeast Queens, which bore 
the brunt of several hospi-
tal closures in recent years, 
including the shuttering of 
Mary Immaculate Hospital in 
Jamaica in 2009, Peninsula 
Hospital Center in Far Rock-
away and Holliswood Hospital 
in 2013. 

Comrie said people who 
used the care center were no-
tified about three weeks ago 
that the facility would likely 
close at the end of this month, 
citing the economic cost due to 
a lower number of medical vis-
its as opposed to preventative 
or lifestyle care.

“A lot of people have had 
their lives changed as a part 
of the wellness programs,” 
Comrie said. “Community 
members came to my office 
and requested our assistance 
because they were very dis-
traught about losing this lo-
cation that had positively im-
pacted them.”

Comrie said the continu-
ous loss of in-house medical 
facilities in the area made 
the EmblemHealth facility all 
the more essential for com-
munity members. Comrie 
pledged his office would work 
with the community to alert 
them to the medical services 
available at the facility, and 
EmblemHealth promised to 
get back to Comrie within the 
week about the next steps for-
ward.

Nazneen Rahman, the 
director of EmblemHealth’s 
Neighborhood Care, also said 
the facility in Cambria Heights 
would remain open. 

“Our commitment to com-
munity is unwavering, and  
we will balance the factors 
that led to our initial deci-
sion by offering a new experi-
ence in 2017,” she said. “Em-

blemHealth is in the middle of 
an exciting business transfor-
mation, and improving access 
to care and care coordination 
are factors we’re focusing on. 
We are actively working with 
community leaders to deter-
mine the best ways in which to 
assist the health and wellness 
for all those we serve.”

Community activists Joan 
and Michael Gore collected 
hundreds of signatures to 
pressure the health organiza-
tion into keeping the facility 
open. Michael Gore said the 
neighborhood care center of-
fered vital services to the com-
munity.

“I have been in these class-
es for over two years and have 
witnessed success stories of 
diabetics who are off of their 
medications and patients who 
have taken control of their 
high blood pressure,” he said. 
“In a community with so many 
dialysis centers, we would be 
going backwards if these pro-
grams were to be taken away.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Boulevard near the border 
between Queens and Nassau 
County as a possibility.

The former Nassau Coun-
ty executive also promised to 
listen to suggestions made by 
Republican representatives 
and President-elect Donald 
Trump.

“I’ll have an open mind 
to anything,” he said about 
Trump. “The only thing I 
won’t put up with is discrimi-
nation shenanigans.”

He also said he intends to 
meet with the Federal Avia-
tion Administration in the 
first month of his tenure to 
try and solve the issue of ex-
cessive airplane noise, which 
was a oft-relayed concern 
from northeast Queens resi-
dents during the campaign.

In Glen Oaks on Elec-
tion Night, several voters 
said they did not know much 
about either Suozzi or Mar-
tins, saying they had person-

ally not seen much outreach 
from the campaigns to their 
part of the district. 

“I have no idea who they 
are,” said one voter who de-
clined to give her name. 

Suozzi did open a cam-
paign office in Queens locat-
ed in the Bay Terrace shop-
ping plaza during the race. 
Suozzi faced four opponents 
in a Democratic primary ear-
lier this year.  He was also the 
mayor of Glen Cove from 1993 
to 2001 and unsuccessfully 
ran for governor in 2006.

 The future congressman 
said he was appreciative of 
the “comeback story” he was 
enjoying due to his victory.

“I’ll tell you right now,” he 
said. “Winning is a lot better 
than losing.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

is covered by insurance and 
$300,000 is being paid out to 
Galante. The remaining $1.2 
million will pay for legal fees.

Queens Library coun-
tersued Galante and sought 
$200,000 from him for ques-
tionable expenses on his li-
brary corporate credit card in 
the span of two years. Galante 
allegedly charged to the card 
meals, alcoholic beverages, 
parking tickets, concert tick-
ets  furniture for his office, 
office roof deck or home, and 
books he bought on Amazon 
for his Kindle. The library also 
wanted an additional $260,000 
to cover the money the library 
had to spend on legal fees that 
began accruing when the FBI 
started investigating Galante 
in 2014.  To date there has been 

no indictment. 
The library also claims 

Galante was working full time 
for another employer in viola-
tion of his obligations to the 
library. It claims he conducted 
personal business on library 
time and utilized the legal ser-
vices of the library’s outside 
counsel for his own personal 
benefit. Additionally, the suit 
claims he has refused to re-
turn property that belongs to 
the library.

Galante denied all allega-
tions, claiming the expendi-
tures were for the benefit of 
the library and that the library 
was aware and approved his 
outside consulting work and 
he has not kept any property 
belonging to the library.

“After giving 27 years of 
my life to the Queens Library 
and raising millions of dollars 
to make it better, the political 
winds changed overnight and 
my name was dragged through 

the mud,” Galante said. “I’m 
filing this lawsuit to set the re-
cord straight.”

In September Brooklyn 
Federal Judge Allyne Ross 
ordered the Queens Public Li-
brary to pay for the defense of 
Galante. Ross ruled that under 
the New York Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Law the library 
was required to provide Gal-
ante with reasonable litiga-
tions expenses for his defense 
against its counter claims. 
Ross said the law “allows the 
director or officer of a not-for-
profit corporation to seek ad-
vancement of legal fees when a 
lawsuit is filed against him for 
which he may ultimately be 
entitled to indemnific ation”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Galante
Continued from Page 1 

Barnwell

Continued from Page 4 

SuozziContinued from Page 1 

Emblem

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens by 
writing a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or comments to

 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee 
resp. for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15 cents each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’16 Corolla $3,366/$12,926; ’17 Camry SE $5,066/$14,957; ’17 
RAV4 $6,630/$17,657; ’17 Sienna $8,806/$19,948. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign= Down pymt (’16 
Corolla=$2,299; ’17 Camry=$2,849; ’17 RAV4=$2,945; ’17 Sienna=$3,409) OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec dep 
(waived by TFS). First 2 payments to be paid by Westbury Toyota. (2)On approved credit. (3)Estimated Retail Value: $495. (4) Monthly Payment for every 
$1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months= $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 months= $28.16; 1.9% - 48 months= $21.65; 
1.9% - 60 months= $17.48 for well qualifi ed buyers. (5)From the original date of fi rst use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from 
dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip errors. Must take retail delivery by 11-30-2016. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 855-386-2113
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 855-407-5277

NEW 2016 TOYOTA

COROLLA S 
PLUS

Stk#N62220, Mod#1864,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 

a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/
winds/ lcks. MSRP $21,190.  

$2,299 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,299 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$99(1) 
(2)

WestburyToyota.com

NO PAYMENTS
UNTIL 2017

REMOTE START
INCLUDED

WITH EVERY PURCHASE (3)

8 Passenger

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE 

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 
a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  
$2,849 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,849 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$149 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD 

Stk#N70674, Mod#4432,  
4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD,  
pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks.  

MSRP $27,589. 
$2,945 Due at Signing. 

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,945 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$195 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

SIENNA 
LE FWD

Stk#N70422, Mod#5338,  6cyl, 
auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ 
winds/lcks. MSRP $33,810.  

$3,409 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,409 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$259(1) 
(2)

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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NEXT DAY DELIVERY8

8. NO DELIVERIES ON MONDAY IN NY, NJ & PA. NO DELIVERIES ON SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY IN CT. 

• REFRIGERATORS
• FREEZERS 
• WINE COOLERS
• DISHWASHERS
• WASHERS • DRYERS
• RANGES 
• MICROWAVES 
• SMALL APPLIANCES
• VACUUMS 
• BBQ GRILLS
• PERSONAL CARE
• DEHUMIDIFIERS 
• FANS • HUMIDIFIERS 
• HEATERS
• AIR CONDITIONERS
• GENERATORS
• SNOW THROWERS
• SEALY BRAND 
  MATTRESSES***

      SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY.***
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21 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS • UNION SQUARE-Lic#934189/934185 • UPPER EAST SIDE-Lic#1022314/1022315 • BAY PLAZA-Lic#1007888/1007892 • FORDHAM RD-Lic#1127414/1127412 • ATLANTIC AVE-Lic#987568/987569 
• CHELSEA-Lic#1180079/1179908 • UPPER WEST SIDE-Lic#1180082/1179904 • BAY RIDGE-Lic#900095/900094 • BENSONHURST-Lic#899797/899889 • FLATBUSH AVE-Lic#899795/899881 • KINGS HWY-Lic#899791/899884 • RALPH AVE-Lic#900096/899888 • ASTORIA L.I. CITY-Lic#899793/899882 

• BAYSIDE-Lic#899792/899883 • FOREST HILLS-Lic#899790/899885 • OZONE PARK-Lic#899796/899886 • REGO PARK-Lic#899789/899880 • WOODSIDE-Lic#1127420/1127419 • COLLEGE POINT-Lic#1314731/11317281 • STATEN ISLAND-Lic#1253639/1253311 • GATEWAY CENTER-Lic#2044634/2044046

7

*IF WITHIN 30 DAYS OF PURCHASE FROM P.C. RICHARD & SON WE ADVERTISE A LOWER PRICE OR YOU SHOULD SEE A LOWER ADVERTISED PRICE FROM ANY “BRICK AND MORTAR” OR “AUTHORIZED ONLINE” RETAILER, WE WILL GLADLY MAIL YOU A CHECK 
FOR 100% OF THE DIFFERENCE.  ONLY RETAILERS THAT ARE DESIGNATED BY THE MANUFACTURER AS AUTHORIZED, SHALL BE CONSIDERED TO QUALIFY WITHIN THIS POLICY. IT APPLIES TO ALL BRAND NEW MERCHANDISE WITH THE EXACT MODEL NUMBER.  
EXCLUDES; THANKSGIVING DAY THROUGH CYBER MONDAY SALES EVENTS THAT STIPULATE LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE AND/OR SALES LIMITED TO A SPECIFIC HOUR OR TIME OF DAY, GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALES, ONE-OF-A-KINDS, LIMITED QUANTITIES, 
DISCONTINUED ITEMS, INSTALLATIONS, DELIVERY, REBATES, EXTENDED SERVICE, FINANCING, FREE GIVEAWAYS, AND BUNDLE OFFERS. OTHER EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY. (SEE STORE OR VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS).  †DISCOUNTS DEDUCTED 
FROM P.C. RICHARD & SON NEW LOW PRICE OFFERS, CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER P.C. RICHARD & SON PROMOTION. PERCENT DISCOUNTS, SHALL NOT APPLY TO AND EXCLUDE: COMPUTERS, MONITORS, PRINTERS, TABLETS, EREADERS, PREPAID 
CARDS, VIDEO GAME CONSOLES, APPLE, DESIGNER APPLIANCES, SELECT POLK, KLIPSCH, WEBER GRILLS, BOSE, SAMSUNG TV’S, SONY TV’S, GE CAFE & GE PROFILE APPLIANCES, PRIOR SALES, DEALERS, CLEARANCES, SPECIAL SALE ITEMS, P.C. RICHARD & 
SON GIFT CARDS, OR COMPETITIVE ADS. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. EFFECTIVE 10/12. INTEL, INTEL LOGO, INTEL INSIDE, INTEL INSIDE LOGO, INTEL CENTRINO, INTEL CENTRINO LOGO, CELERON, INTEL XEON, INTEL SPEEDSTEP, ITANIUM, AND 
PENTIUM ARE TRADEMARKS OR REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF INTEL CORPORATION OR ITS SUBSIDIARIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC OR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. © 2016 P.C. RICHARD & SON

SEE MORE BLACK FRIDAY GUARANTEE ITEMS IN STORE AND ONLINE @PCRICHARD.COM
SALE PRICES EFFECTIVE THROUGH 11/12/16 

BUY NOW & 
SAVE NOW...

PLUS GET OUR 
BLACK FRIDAY 
GUARANTEE!

*EXCLUDES: LIMITED QUANTITY THANKSGIVING THROUGH 
CYBER MONDAY SALES EVENTS, AND/OR SALES LIMITED 

TO SPECIFIC HOURS. (SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS) 
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65

50% 
OFF
SAVE 
$350

$34997
NOW...

50'' CLASS 4K ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV
-50PFL5901 WAS $699.97 

55" CLASS
-55PFL5901  WAS $799.97  

NOW... $399.97 SAVE $400

free 
TV delivery

with the purchase of 
all TVs $995 and Up. 

  GET IT THE NEXT DAY!8

4K HDR ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV

65''

$79997
NOW...

65" CLASS GOOGLE CAST 4K HDR ULTRA HD SMART LED TV  
• Google Cast Technology Lets You Cast Your Favorite Entertainment From Your 
   Phone, Tablet or Laptop Right To Your TV  -65PFL6621  WAS $1499.97

���������
PRICE MATCH

BLACK
FRIDAY

���������

BLACK
FRIDAY
PRICE*

46% 
OFF
SAVE 
$700

43

50% 
OFF
SAVE 
$300

$29991

4K HDR ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV

43" CLASS 4K HDR 
ULTRA HD SMART LED TV
-43UH6030   WAS $599.91

���������
PRICE MATCH

BLACK
FRIDAY

���������

BLACK
FRIDAY
PRICE*

50/55

4K ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV

5LTRA HD HD

���������
PRICE MATCH

BLACK
FRIDAY

���������

BLACK
FRIDAY
PRICE*

���������
PRICE MATCH

BLACK
FRIDAY

���������

BLACK
FRIDAY
PRICE*

NOW...

65" CLASS 4K ULTRA HD LED TV
-65UF2505  
  WAS $999.97

$49991
NOW...

50% 
OFF
SAVE 
$500

4K ULTRA HD LED TV

70''

4K HDR ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV

$129997
NOW...

���������
PRICE MATCH

BLACK
FRIDAY

���������

BLACK
FRIDAY
PRICE*

35% 
OFF
SAVE 
$700

70"  CLASS 4K HDR ULTRA HD SMART LED TV
• 4K High Dynamic Range (HDR) Dramatically Expands Available 
   Contrast and Colors • LG Smart TV with webOS 3.0 and Full Web Browser  
-70UH6330  WAS $1999.91


