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BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of messages from 
the children of immigrants dan-
gling from a church’s tree in Jack-
son Heights tells of the fear they 
have of a Trump presidency. “The 

American Dream is big enough 
for everyone,” is written on one 
piece of cloth. “Peace for all wom-
en, LGBT, immigrants and men,” 
is scrawled on another.

“The kids drew pictures and 
expressed their feelings in draw-

ings during ‘Diversity Trumps 
Hate’ rallies we held at Diversity 
Plaza Friday and again on Sat-
urday,” City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“I think people are frightened 
about what a Trump administra-

tion will mean to them and I’m 
letting them know we will stand 
up and fight any attempt by the 
Trump administration to deport 
them. People are terrified.”

Others written messages 
hanging from the “Tree of Hope” 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
on 82nd Street include “We like 
diversity” and “Hold on to hope.” 
A sign on the fence explains that 
the tree represents “An act of 
creation and solidarity to coun-
ter the hate- and fear-mongering 
that was given a voice during the 
election and whose voice became 
more powerful on Election Day.”

In Sunnyside, hundreds of con-
cerned citizens joined more than 
a dozen community organizations 
Wednesday to speak out against 
hate and the incendiary language 
of the Trump campaign. 

“Like so many of you, I’m 
stunned and saddened by the 
result of this election. I have al-
ready heard from too many who 
are afraid, legitimately afraid, of 
what will be,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said. But while I understand 
that there is much to be con-
cerned about, I don’t want to fo-
cus on fear. Instead I ask all of us 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Mayor Bill de Blasio signed 
legislation creating the Greater 
JFK Business Improvement Dis-
trict Wednesday, a new BID that 
will include more than 500 prop-
erties in the Springfield Gardens 
area of southeast Queens.

The BID will work to support 
the cargo and service businesses 
located off the John F. Kennedy 
International Airport property 
and help to improve conditions for 
business and residential property 
owners in the district.  City Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards (D-
Arverne), whose district includes 
the area where the BID will be lo-
cated, hailed the legislation as an 
important new measure.

“The Greater JFK BID seeks 
to build upon the area’s diversity 
and major economic significance 
by serving as an advocate and 
providing supplemental services 
and improvements that support 
a vision for a strong industrial 
base and improved quality of life 
for all who live, work or visit the 
district,” he said.

BY BILL PARRY

The 29th annual Long 
Island City Partnership 
business-to-business Trade 
Show and Luncheon drew 
more than 1,000 visitors 
to the Astoria Manor last 
week where more than 100 
businesses took part. The 
event showcases business-

es ranging from services 
and real estate, to hotels, 
health care and catering.

Exhibitors included a 
cross-section of Long Is-
land City’s diverse com-
munity, including Bartleby 
& Sage, which has tran-
sitioned from a brick and 
mortar restaurant to an 
online catering company; 

Green Mountain Graphics; 
MoMA PS 1; Rosenwach 
Tank; RCN and the Z Ho-
tel.

“LIC’s diverse business 
landscape -- industrial, 
commercial, tech, cultural, 
tourism and residential 
sectors -- is a microcosm of 
New York City,” LIC Part-

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 18

LIC draws over 1,000 to trade show

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials quizzed representatives from 
the School Construction Authority on a number 
of issues affecting the construction of schools in 
the borough at a meeting of the Queens Borough 
Board at Borough Hall Monday evening.

In Maspeth, Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams is the main attraction at a ceremony renaming a city-owned stairway af-
ter the 1916 Easter Rising, the revolt that started Ireland on the road to independence. See coverage on Page 3. 

Photo by Michael Shain

De Blasio signs 
legislation for 
new JFK BID

Borough Board 
 talks school trailers

Trump win causes boro distress
Dromm holds rallies, while Van Bramer organizes march over bridge to Manhattan

The LIC Partnership holds its annual 
trade show this year with a keynote ad-
dess from the dean of Cornell Tech. 

Courtesy Vikram DograContinued on Page 18
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY MARK HALLUM

The FBI report on the re-
cent uptick in hate crimes 
has Queens elected offi-
cials on edge with incidents 
in Queens and across the 
city coming to the forefront 
of public attention. Crimes 
are up 7 percent against mi-
norities, and those target-
ing Muslims are up 67 per-
cent nationwide, according 
to the federal agency.

Public Advocate Letitia 
James, City Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oak-
land Gardens), state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and 
members of the Muslim, 
Sikh and Jewish communi-
ties addressed a news con-
ference on the front steps 
of Martin Van Buren High 
School at 230-17 Hillside 
Ave. to call on President-
elect Donald Trump to de-
nounce the recent series 
of discrimination that has 
swept the nation.

Trump’s “60 Minutes” 
interview in which he or-
dered people to “Stop” en-
gaging in bias incidents 
was a good start to calling 
for an end to harassment, 
according to James. But 
she said more  action will 
be required to put an end to 
the ugliness that came out 
of the election.

“Now is the time for you 
to demonstrate leadership, 

and I urge you to take  to 
the media at this point in 
time and to talk about heal-
ing our nation and bring us 
back together,” James said. 
“This country and this city 
has experienced a surge in 
acts in acts of hate and bias, 
and it’s following the most 
divisive election in modern 
history and tensions are 
boiling over. It will not be 
tolerated in our beloved city. 

We will respond as we have 
done, whenever necessary 
against acts of hate by show-
ing solidarity, love, compas-
sion and understanding.”

On Nov. 10, Bellerose 
resident Fariha Nizam took 
her grievances to Facebook 
after a middle-aged couple 
harassed her about the hi-
jab she was wearing on a 
Q43 bus during a commute 
to her internship in Man-
hattan. The couple were led 
to believe that Muslims are 
no longer allowed  to wear 
traditional garb following 
the election.

Nizam’s aunt, Mazeda 
Uddin of the South Asian 
Fund for Education and 
Scholarship Training, 
spoke on behalf of her niece 
who prepared a statement.

“I dare someone to tell 
me that this is simply a co-
incidental event,” Nizam 
said. “I dare someone to 
tell me that the route that 
I have taken for so many 
years without a single in-

cident happened to contain 
a couple of violent, hateful 
bigots simply because of 
bad luck. Donald Trump 
did this to me, he did this 
to each and every minority 
group that I have been hold-
ing in my prayers.”

Mark Weitzman of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center 
said he learned vital les-
sons from the Nazi Holo-
caust survivor himself 
about bigotry.

“Even though hate 
may begin targeted at one 
group–in the case of the Ho-
locaust, the Jews–it did not 
end there. There were other 
victims of the Nazis during 
that period, and as we see to-
day, many different groups 
of people in New York and 
in the United States are 
facing these issues head-
on,” Weitzman said. “As 
[Weisenthal] also pointed 
out, what encourages peo-
ple to commit those crimes 
is the passivity and the lack 
of action of the bystanders. 

We need to hold our elected 
officials accountable, but 
we also need to start look-
ing at ourselves.”

Weprin told the crowd 
that Queens is the most di-
verse county in the coun-
try, which is a benefit to 
people who raise families 
in the borough where Don-
ald Trump grew up at 85-15 
Wareham Place in Jamaica 
Estates. He added that al-
though only certain groups 
have been targeted, it feels 
as though all Americans 
are under attack. Weprin 
also referred to an incident 
which happened on a city 
bus involving a group of 
girls from St. Francis Pre-
paratory School telling a 
minority commuter to sit at 
the back of the bus after the 
Trump victory. 

Grodenchik organized 
the Wednesday conference 
to show support for the 
community and said he had 
full confidence in NYPD to 
keep the peace.

BY MARK HALLUM

The Easter Rising of 1916 
in Ireland was remembered 
with a street renaming of a 
stairway in Maspeth Sat-
urday with over 300 mem-
bers of the Irish immigrant 
community turning out to 
pay their respects.

 Sinn Fein President Ger-
ry Adams, Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village), Consul General 
of Ireland Barbara Jones 
and community leaders un-
veiled the sign at 53rd Av-
enue from 65th Place to 64th 
Street and spoke about the 
sacrifices made in America 
and Ireland that eventually 
led to the island’s liberation 
from England.

The location for the 
street renaming was sig-
nificant because it is near 
Cavalry Cemetery, where 
Irish immigrants came 
to bury their dead in the 

19th century and the origi-
nal location of the Celtic 
Park, an athletic facility 
and meeting ground for the 
Irish community in New 
York, local historian Ian 
McGowan said. The sign is 
also adjacent to a stairwell 
at the top of Maspeth Pla-
teau, which offers views of 
the cemetery. 

McGowan  said Easter 
Rising organizer Roger 
Casement was able to ac-
quire 20,000 rifles and a mil-
lion rounds of ammunition 
from the German govern-
ment through Celtic Park 
connections. A majority of 
the funds for the rebellion 
were raised in New York, 
according to McGowan.

The insurrection was 
ultimately a failure and 
ended in the execution of 
its seven main conspira-
tors who were all members 
of the famed Irish Republi-
can Brotherhood. Some 500 

people were killed in the 
six-day uprising and 2,600 
were wounded.

Adams, who led the 
struggle for civil rights in 
Northern Ireland since the 
late 60s, has been impris-
oned for alleged IRA mem-
bership, wounded in an 
assassination attempt and 
negotiated truces.

He spoke of the impor-
tance of the American con-
nection to the liberation of 
Ireland and expressed the 
need for a new Irish unity 
between the Republic of 
Ireland and the north coun-
ties, which are part of Brit-
ain. He urged Americans to 
remember the role played 
by undocumented immi-
grants in the Easter Rising 
and called for the continued 
support of displaced people 
in the face of a changing 
of the guard in the White 
House.

Adams took time to pay 

homage to hunger striker 
Bobby Sands and the con-
tinued support of Ireland’s 
“excised children” since 
the Easter Rising.

“Irish America is the 
bridge, it’s the bridge be-
tween the Ireland and the 
political system here,” Ad-
ams said. “And that was 

successfully seen during 
the peace process. And 
people here mightn’t ap-
preciate, but just by mak-
ing whatever small contri-
bution you made–even by 
word, even by just explain-
ing something of what was 
happening back home–you 
became the drivers of Irish 

issues.”
Crowley recalled the 

long struggle of the Irish 
for freedom.

“Today, we commemo-
rate the willful determina-
tion of the Irish people to 
chart their own futures. 
When our Irish ancestors 
saw injustices, they fought 
to make things right, to 
provide better lives and bet-
ter opportunities for them-
selves and their children. 
These are values that are 
still fought for today both in 
Ireland and here in Ameri-
ca,” Crowley said. “’Easter 
Rising Way’ will remind us 
of the struggle for equality, 
the progress we have made 
and injustices that are real 
here and abroad. We must 
continue to carry these val-
ues in our hearts and in our 
actions. And the transfor-
mation and name change of 
this staircase is symbolic 
of that struggle.”

Queens immigrants fearful after election
Lawmakers denounce increasing number of bias incidents taking place against Muslims in borough

Maspeth’s Irish community honors Easter Rising

Assemblyman David Weprin (c) and Councilman Barry Grodenchik 
(r) asked Muslim clergy from eastern Queens to a news con-
ference promising vigilance and vigorous prosecution.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley, Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams
and elected officials dedicated Easter Rising Way. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

BY MARK HALLUM

The black community in 
Jamaica engaged in a meet-
ing Saturday with elected 
officials and activists to 
discuss their feelings after 
the presidential election, 
which dismayed many who 
expressed not only appre-
hension toward the pros-
pect of a Donald Trump 
administration, but also 
disillusionment toward the 
Democratic Party.

State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-South Ozone Park) 
hosted the meeting at the 
Black Spectrum Theatre at 
177 Baisley Blvd. with fel-
low state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Rev. John-
nie Green and Oster Bryan, 
vice president of CommU-
nity 1st, as panelists.  They 
addressed the concerns 
raised by the Trump victo-
ry and the next step toward 
protecting the black com-
munity against possible 
disadvantages they might 
face.

Many agreed that what-

ever ensues the responsi-
bility is in the hands of the 
community and their elect-
ed officials to organize and 
look out for the best inter-
ests of the black community 
as opposed to depending on 
the system at large for sup-
port and representation.

“I think a vote for 
Trump is a fundamental 
misunderstanding of who 
Trump is and what he rep-
resents,” Sanders said. 
“Trump is such a danger to 
America as a whole and to 
black people, in particular. 
If you were going to cast a 
protest vote, you could have 
gone with Jill Stein or Gary 
Johnson, but when you are 
voting for a person who 
says he has a noose for you, 
then you’re voting for the 
noose.”

 Bryan explained that 
when he went to the polls 
Nov. 8, he had watched 
as reader machines mal-
functioned and expressed 
doubts as to whether neigh-
borhoods of Little Neck and 
Douglaston experienced 

the same issues, which he 
viewed as direct negligence 
of black communities. At 
the critical moment, he de-
cided he would cast a pro-
test vote for Trump.

“We’ve been voting 
Democrat for over 50 years, 
but our voting machines 
don’t work on Election Day. 
The definition of insan-
ity is doing the same thing 
over and over again and ex-
pecting different results,” 
said Bryan. “I just had a 

moment of clarity as I was 
filling out that sheet, and I 
decided, let me make a pro-
test at this point, and so I 
voted for Trump.”

Bryan was not alone 
in the meeting to admit to 
having voted for the Re-
publican nominee, and sev-
eral others at the meeting 
of about 80 spoke up about 
casting a ballot for Trump 
because of disillusionment 
with the Democratic Party.

According to Bryan, 

racism is more than an-
tagonizing behavior, it is 
a system of oppression, 
which he sees defined more 
by the Democratic Party’s 
neglect of minorities rather 
than the rhetoric adopted 
by Trump during his cam-
paign.

Green thought the suc-
cess of Trump was largely 
the result of dysfunction 
within the Democratic 
Party, which was put on 
display during the primary 
election when Clinton was 
nominated over U.S. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders.

“There was a lot of back-
lash from the black commu-
nity,” Green said. “She did 
not get the black support 
she hoped to get. How could 
she even desire the black 
support when this is the 
same woman who called us 
superpredators? “

“This is the same 
woman who supported the 
laws that her husband had 
passed that incarcerated 
an unprecedented number 
of African-American men 

and women, and many of 
them are still incarcerated 
today. So I’m sorry, we have 
to live with Donald Trump 
for at least the next four 
years because the chickens 
have come home to roost in 
our own backyard.”

In 1996, Clinton spoke 
in support of Bill Clinton’s 
Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement bill that 
took aimed at youth who 
are recruited into gangs at 
an early age and the con-
ditions that promote gang 
violence. The controversial 
bill stepped up law enforce-
ment and discouraged gang 
violence through commu-
nity policing. She referred 
to youths who are condi-
tioned for gang life early on 
as “superpredators.”

  Regardless of disagree-
ments from the attendees, 
the consensus of the meet-
ing settled on the view that 
community action is the 
first response to the un-
certainty of a Trump presi-
dency.

Southeast Queens let down by Democratic Party

State Sen. James Sanders, Comrie and Oster Bryan took part in 
a panel discussion to address the community on the defeat of 
Hillary Clinton. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY STEVE BARNES

Two different stories are 
told in “Bayside: The Ac-
tors’ Enclave,” an exhibit 
currently on display at the 
Bayside Historical Society 
in Fort Totten. 

The first of those stories 
centers on the many show 
business personalities—
actors, directors, writers 
and producers—who called 
Bayside home in the early 
days of the motion picture 
industry. 

“There was an entire 
colony of people from the 
industry here,” said Laura 
James, executive director 
of the BHS. Numbering over 
100 by the exhibit’s count, 
they included such stars of 
the era as Pearl White and 
Marie Dressler, titans of 
the industry like theater 
owner and studio executive 
Joseph Schenck and rabble 
rousers like Frank Bacon, 
who was an instrumental 
figure in the 1919 Actors’ 
Strike that eventually led 

to the formation of Actors’ 
Equity.

“Bayside: The Actors’ 
Enclave” uses photographs, 
movie one-sheets, newspa-
pers and occasional screen-
ings of the films themselves 
to bring that story to life. 
From a beautifully pre-
served poster of Gilda Gray 
(who was most famous for 
popularizing a racy dance 
known as “the shimmy”) to 
a book filled with clippings 
from the Bayside Bugle, a 
newspaper of the day, the 

exhibit is filled with tidbits 
that reveal a neighborhood 
quite different from the 
Bayside of today.

A wall filled with celeb-
rity spreads from maga-
zines reveals several at-
tempts to show off Bayside 
as a place that exemplified 
both show-business glam-
our and a get-away-from-it-
all sense of bucolic luxury. 
“An Estate in Sunny Calif—
No! No!” trumpets the head-
line for a piece spotlighting 
Pearl White’s Bayside resi-
dence, while a story about 
Norma Talmadge’s home 
shows her practicing her 
golf swing and lounging in 
an arbor. 

Several of the era’s 
most prominent theatri-
cal families were based in 
Bayside during this period. 
The Talmadge family also 
boasted Norma’s sisters, 
Constance and Natalie 
(who was married to Buster 
Keaton), while the Costellos 
included Dolores Costello, 
who married into the Bar-
rymore family, and is the 
grandmother of Drew. Pho-
tos and information about 
them all are included in the 
exhibit.

At the opening night 
of the show, attendees 
watched the antics of Nata-
lie Talmadge and Buster 
Keaton in a screening of 
Keaton’s “Seven Chances,” 
a comedy about a young 
man who has one day to 
find a bride or risk losing 
his inheritance. James says 
that movie nights are going 
to be scheduled throughout 
the run of the exhibit, giv-
ing people a chance to see 
a range of former Baysid-
ers doing what made them 
famous.

James also stresses that 
the exhibit is a work in prog-
ress, with new elements 
constantly being added. 
One of the things to come is 
a detailed map of Bayside, 
pinpointing where each ce-
lebrity lived and/or worked. 
If that list is to encompass a 
cast of characters that rang-
es from W.C. Fields to Vera 
Michelena, a Venezuelan-
American actress, singer 
and dancer, drawing up that 

map should be quite a daunt-
ing task. 

But the show business 
side of “Bayside: The Ac-
tors’ Enclave” is only half 
of the story being told. The 
exhibit also casts a light on 
the area’s status as what 
James calls “an extension 
of the Gold Coast,” the 
seaside chain of mansions 
and retreats that ran along 
Long Island’s North Shore. 
Adding to the appeal of the 
area was its newly opened, 
speedy access to Manhat-
tan via the Long Island Rail 
Road. An ornately designed 
1910 LIRR train schedule is 
on display in the exhibit.

Two mansions that would 
give any Gold Coast dwell-
ing a run for its money are 
also prominently featured. 
The Ridenour Estate, home 
to Norma Talmadge and Jo-
seph Schenck, is still stand-
ing at 35-35 223rd St. Clay M. 
Greene, an actor, producer 

and author of plays, screen-
plays and opera librettos, 
owned the Golden Estate, 
a 35-acre compound in the 
neighborhood.

Visitors to the exhibit 
can also take in the history 
of Fort Totten itself, with ar-
chival photos of the Castle, 
the building that now hous-
es the Bayside Historical So-
ciety, lining the building’s 
hallways. A Gothic Revival-
style building, the Castle is 
a New York City designated 
landmark in addition to be-
ing listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

The Bayside Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday, and from noon to 4 
p.m. on Saturday. For more 
information about the soci-
ety, its program and screen 
time for those upcoming 
movie nights, call (718) 352-
1548 or go to www.bayside-
historical.org.

Bayside looks back at its big screen past
‘The Actor’s Enclave’ profi les a gittering cast of characters that called the neighborhood home 

A poster of Gilda Gray, originator of "The Shimmy," welcomes visitors to the exhibit "Bayside: The 
Actors' Enclave" at the Bayside Historical Society. Courtesy Bayside Historical Society

Silent film star Pearl White was known for driving down Bell
Boulevard with her pet pig. 

Library of Congress / Courtesy Bayside Historical Society 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY BILL PARRY

City officials announced 
last week the expansion of 
its plans for the Rockaway 
Shuttle, a free bus service 
that will connect thou-
sands more residents with 
the Citywide Ferry Service 
launching in summer 2017.
The two shuttle routes span 
four miles each, connecting 
the ferry terminal at Beach 
108th Street with Beach 
35th Street to the east, and 
Beach 169th Street to the 
west.

The routes were devel-
oped based on a yearlong 
community engagement 
effort, which included com-
munity board meetings, 
town halls led by elected 
officials and civic organi-
zation events. The shuttle 
stops, which are currently 
under final review by the 
city  Department of Trans-
portation, are in close prox-
imity to densely populated 
areas and NYCHA develop-
ments, delivering on Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s commitment 
to create an equitable and 
accessible ferry service, 
with a cost per ride that 
will equal that of a single 
subway ride.

“We were proud to part-
ner with the community 
and local leaders to develop 
a shuttle service that will 
help even more Rockaway 
residents gain  access to 
the ferry, and connect to 
good jobs and opportuni-
ties throughout the five 
boroughs,” city Economic 

Development Corporation 
President Maria Torres-
Springer said. 

The city’s original plan 
was criticized because shut-
tle buses would have only 
gone as far as 65th Street, 
leaving out large segments 
of the population on the pen-
insula. City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton) said the expanded 
route east will create access 
to more residents living in 
affordable housing.

“The announcement 
about ferry service return-
ing to the Rockaways in 
2017 was exciting news for 
the transit-starved pen-
insula, but the original 
shuttle proposal ending at 
Beach 65th Street prevent-
ed many east end residents 
from seeing it as a viable 
option,” Richardson said. 
“Thankfully, the extension 
will allow residents as far 
east as Beach 35th Street 
to utilize the ferry service, 
which will help alleviate 

the crowded A train and 
improve transportation ac-
cess for the majority of pen-
insula residents.”

The shuttle is expected 
to take 25 minutes to travel 
from the ferry landing to 
either the eastbound or 
westbound terminus. Both 
routes includes six total 
stops, which connect to 
an existing bus stop.  This 
maximizes the area the 
shuttle can serve while 
ensuring that each shuttle 
can reliably meet hourly 
ferry arrivals and depar-
tures.

“The addition of the free 
Rockaway Shuttle is a step 
in the right direction, par-
ticularly for a community 
lacking in viable options,” 
state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) said. 
“We must continue to find 
ways in which Rockaway 
residents can access eco-
nomic opportunities and 
reap the benefits of these 
new changes.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Howard Kwait, the 
principal at John Bowne 
High School in Flushing, 
is being accused for the 
fourth time of sexual as-
sault, according to a new 
lawsuit filed in Brooklyn 
federal court. 

Lauren Prettitore, a 
former guidance coun-
selor who worked at  the 
school from 2002 until this 
year, claims that Kwait 
endlessly sexually ha-
rassed her with “both hei-
nous and lascivious com-
ments as well as physical 
assaults on her person.”

Prettitore, who is 
openly gay, lists multiple 
occasions of verbal sexual 
assault in the suit, which 
also names the city De-
partment of Education.  
She says during a Christ-
mas break the school’s 
entire staff received an 
e-mail which referred to 
five women, including 
Prettitore, as part of a 
“five star lesbian club.”

 In the suit Prettitore 
says that Kwait, described 
as the “pervy principal,” 
was “excited” by the fact 
that she was a lesbian and 
saw her sexual orientation 
as a “personal challenge 
he needed to conquer” 

Prettitore claims that 
during a meeting with 
several colleagues pres-
ent, Kwait leaned over 
and asked her: “Do you 
use that silk belt you are 

wearing during sex?” On 
another occasion during 
preparation for the new 
year, Kwait allegedly told 
Prettitore if she achieved 
a high graduation rate, he 
would perform oral sex on 
her.

Prettitore says the 
harassment was not just 
verbal. On an outing with 
co-workers Kwait forcibly 
pulled her towards him 
in an attempt to seat her 
on his lap and whispered 
in what he thought was a 
seductive voice, according 
to the complaint. He al-
legedly also caressed her 
earlobes and rubbed them 
between his fingers. 

The suit also accuses 
the principal of asking 
staff members to “fix” stu-
dents’ failing grades even 
if they did not deserve 
them. When they objected, 
he threatened the staffers 
by asking them to look for 
employment elsewhere, it 
says. 

Prettitore claims that 
she suffered extreme 
mental anguish, outrage, 
severe anxiety about her 
future and her ability to 
support herself and her 
family.  She is seeking $2.5 
million in damages.  

This is the fourth suit 
filed against Kwait. 

 The complaint in-
cludes exhibits giving the 
details of three earlier 
suits against Prettitore 
that were settled.

 In 2015 the city settled 
for $275,000 with teachers 
Maria Catenacci and Sal-
ly Maya. In 2012 the city 
settled for an undisclosed 
amount with an assistant 
principal who accused 
Kwait of discriminating 
against her because she 
was pregnant, according 
to the New York Post. The 
city also paid $225,000 in a 
settlement over a student 
who was falsely accused 
of sending threatening e-
mails. 

Bus bonus in Rockaway
City to expand free shuttle to new ferry terminal 

The city expands the free shuttle bus for the Rockaway ferry to 
make the service more accessible  for residents of the peninsula. 

Courtesy NYCEDC

John Bowne principal 
faces further allegations

A former counselor at the John Bowne High School in Flushing 
has filed a lawsuit against Principal Howard Kwait. 
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MYRTLE AVE
Holiday Savings Every Day of the Week on Myrtle Ave.
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Avenue & Fresh Pond Road)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.com
Follow us  
on Twitter

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Santa 
Pictures
Bring Your Own Camera 

Shop Small Business 
Saturday,  

November 26th 
www.shopsmall.com

Saturday, Nov. 26th   
Opera on Tap Carolers 2 - 4PM 

Strolling on Myrtle Ave.  
in the BID

Saturday, Nov. 26th  
12pm – 2pm

Venditti Square 
(Myrtle and St. Nicholas Ave)

Face Painting, Balloons & more
Live Holiday Music by 
NYC Brass Entourage
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WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS
& NEIGHBORS A SAFE AND HAPPY

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

$32.99 1.75 L

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE

$159.99 750ml

BERINGER WHITE
ZINFINDEL
$7.99 1.5L

SOBIESKI VODKA

$17.99 1.75L

GREY GOOSE

10% OFF ALL GIFT SETS
Good through December 4th

$48.99 1.75L

JAMESON IRISH
WHISKEY
$30.99 1L

SMIRNOFF VODKA

$18.99 1.75L

CONCHA Y TORO
FRONTERA
ALL TYPES

$6.99 1.5 L

JACK DANIELS
BLACK

$42.99 1.75 L

PATRON
SILVER

$39.99 750 ml

JOHNNIE WALKER
PLATINUM
$49.99 750 ml

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99 750 ml

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99 I.5 L

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99 750 ml

BARTENURA
MOSCATO

$8.99 750 ml

APOTHIC
ALL TYPES

$7.99 750 ml

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99 1.5 L

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99 1.5 L

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99 1.75 L

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$28.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

MEIOMI
PINOT NOIR 

$15.99 750 ml

THANKSGIVINGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG HOLIDAY

ALL CHAMPAGNE

& SPARKLING WINE

15% OFF15% OFF
CHARDONNAY& PINOT NOIR15% OFF15% OFF

CHARD

WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS

Thanksgiving SpecialThanksgiving Special

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 4th 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 4th 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERexp. 12/4/16 exp. 12/4/16

Red tag items excluded from all promotions. Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors.Red tag items excluded from all promotions. Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors.

Our

68th
Year

THE BIG STORE WITH BIG SAVINGS ALWAYS THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN

WINES & LIQUORSWINES & LIQUORS
QUEENS QUEENS 

VODKA

BACARDI RUM 
$18.99

GEORGI VODKA 
$11.99

MARTINI & ROSSI ASTI 
SPUMANTE  
$10.99

RUFFINO CHIANTI CLAS-
SICO RISERVA DUCALE 

$17.99

1.75 L

1.75 L 

750ML 

750ML 

 WE MATCH ANY 
COMPETITOR’S 

PRICING

ALL 
PROMOTIONAL 
PRICES GOOD 
THROUGH DEC. 

4TH, 2016
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RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 4, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 4, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

ALL CHAMPAGNE

& SPARKLING WINE

15% OFF

CHARDONNAY& PINOT NOIR
15% OFF

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

BERINGER 
WHITE ZINFANDEL 

$7.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE MERLOT

$5.99

BARTENURA
MOSCATO

$8.99

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

$10.99 

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE  

159.99

GEREY GOOSE
GIFT SET

$29.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

PATRON
SILVER

$39.99

BAILEY’S 
GIFT SET

$24.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

APOTHIC
ALL TYPES

$7.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

JOHNNIE WALKER
PLATINUM
$59.99

CONCHA Y TORO
FRONTERA 
ALL TYPES

$6.99

JACK DANIELS
BLACK

$42.99

HIBIKI
HARMONY

2/$99.99

1.5 L

750 ml

1.5 L

1.75 L

750 ml

750 ml

1 L

750 ml

I.5 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

BOGLE
CABERNET & MERLOT

$7.99 750 ml

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$28.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

MEIOMI
PINOT NOIR 

$15.99 750 ml

750 ml

WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS 
& NEIGHBORS A SAFE AND HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Thanksgiving Special

 WE MATCH ANY 
COMPETITOR’S 

PRICING
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The beginning of the school year has been very busy for the students, faculty, and staff of Holy Cross!  Starting with the school’s 
installation mass for our new president, Mr. Michael R. “Mike” Truesdell on September 20th,  Holy Cross quickly glided into the 
next events, College Financial Aid Night, Back to School Night, the school year’s fi rst Family Mass and Reception, our College Fair, 
19th Annual Walk-A-Thon, and, fi nally, our Fall Open House!  We’ve had quite the time meeting new families, getting our freshman 
acquainted with the school, and continuing to grow and strengthen our academic and athletic programs!

     A great music acknowledgement was accomplished by Class of 2017 student bassist, Daniel Bosko who became the fi rst student 
bassist in the history of Holy Cross to be accepted in New York State School Music Association’s (NYSSMA) All-State fi rst 
bassist section, which comprises about 20 students. 
     Daniel auditioned for All-State on his own. He prepared two pieces of music and perform and performed them at Valley Stream 
Central High School.  When students are adjudicated in the spring, NYSMAA evaluates judges’ responses via a formative as-
sessment.  Daniel’s astounding talents led him to an invitation to become a part of the competitive, All-State Instrumental Jazz 
Ensemble.  He will be performing in Rochester, NY on December 1-4.  In addition, Daniel will be invited to perform next year 
in Albany for our legislators in two separate, special concerts especially planned for government offi cials.

Fine Arts News

Recent Extracurricular Awards
     On October 2, William Schillinger and Lawrence J. Vodopivec, both members of the 
Class of 2018, were awarded the Pope Pius XII medal by the Catholic Committee on 
Scouting for the Diocese of Rockville Centre.  The medal is awarded to young men and 
women in high school and refl ects the ideal of youth’s growing concern with the world of 
God as well as the world of humanity.  In addition, the program is an in-depth, personal 
study of vocations within the Church, both lay and ordained.
     On September 14, Lawrence J. Vodopivec was awarded the All Faith Award from 
Theodore Roosevelt Boy Scout Council.  The purpose of the award is to promote a 
scout’s duty to God and to emphasize the twelfth-point of the Scout Law—a Scout is Rev-
erent.  The requirements include a 10-mile, 10 Commandment hike, earning the religious 
emblem of their faith, participation in a retreat, as well as a service project, and essay.

Photo:  Lawrence receiving medal from Bishop 
Andrzej Zglejszewski of Rockville Centre

Pep Rally Fun
     Councilman Paul Vallone stopped 
by to provide citations to our varsity 
soccer team for their recent accom-
plishment in becoming the 2016 Brook-
lyn-Queens Diocesan Champions! Pic-
tured:  HCHS Varsity Soccer Team, 
Varsity Soccer Coach, Matt Tyburczy 
and Councilman Paul Vallone.
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AUTUMN AT A GLANCE
With Holy Cross High School

     In the subject of Science, Class of 2018 student, Marco Ghiozzi, has been accepted into St. John’s University’s College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences as a high school student participant! On Marco’s acceptance into the program, Dr. Manouch-
kathe Cassagno, Associate Clinical Professor and Department of Clinical Health Professions Assistant Dean wrote:
     After reviewing your application to the “Changing Faces of Pharmacy Program,” offered by the College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences at St. John’s University, the faculty is happy to announce your acceptance into the program.  We are excited 
to have you as a student participant for the 2016-17 program and look forward to getting to know you and educate/engage you 
regarding the pharmacy profession and pharmacy education models.

     This esteemed, competitive program was created to engage and educate high school students with an interest in healthcare or 
pharmaceutical studies. The objective of the program is to enhance participants’ knowledge and comprehension of the healthcare/
pharmacy profession as well as the academic curriculum students can expect in their higher education careers.  Post-application 
review and admittance to the program, students are mandated to partake in a two-day orientation where they will study under 
scientists and alongside pharmacological doctoral student candidates.
     Congratulations to Julius Romero, who was a member of Dr. Niket Sonpal’s research team. Dr. Sonpal’s team’s research 
work was presented at the 2016 American Medical Association Research Symposium, which helps mentor the physicians of 
tomorrow. Thank you for empowering younger students like Julius in keeping them focused on the sciences!

Science News

National Honor Society

We are honored to congratulate and welcome the many students inducted into Holy Cross’ National Honor Society! Keep up the 
great work, Holy Cross!

The Athletic Department commissioned a new Athletic Identity Logo Set this fall.  This set 
honors our historic look, and it establishes a bold new one that will carry us into the future!

New Athletic Identity
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214-22 41ST AVE, BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
718.224.9898  MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

/MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE

Full Dining Menu
Serving All the Classics you Love!

 
Burgers  Shepherd’s Pie  

Chicken and Fish Specialties

Sunday Brunch
Join us for the Great American Brunch!

Noon-4pm $11.95  
Includes 2 Drinks

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced that he reached a 
deal that would revive an 
important tax abatement 
that is necessary to build 
large developments such as 
the Hallets Cove project in 
Astoria. That $1.5 billion 
complex which would have 
consisted of five buildings 
and 2,400 apartments, 484 of 
them affordable, was scaled 
back to just one building 
after the 421-a program was 
allowed to expire in Janu-
ary.

Cuomo brokered the 
deal between the Real Es-
tate Board of New York and 
the Building Construction 
Trades Council of Greater 
New York last week. The 
Durst Organization is still 
reviewing the pact and 
would not comment on the 
future of Hallets Point.

“The deal reached today 
between these two parties 
provides more affordabil-
ity for tenants and fairer 

wages for the worker than 
under the original propos-
al,” Cuomo said. “While 
I would prefer even more 
affordability in the 421-a 
program, this agreement 
marks a major step forward 
for New Yorkers.”

The program offers tax 
breaks to housing develop-
ers for setting aside afford-
able units. The agreement 
will allow for the develop-
ment of critical affordable 
housing and establishes 
wage standards for con-
struction workers in New 
York. 

Before it expired in Jan-
uary, the 421-a program was 
seen as a key to Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s ambitious Hous-
ing New York plan, which 
had already financed more 
than 40,000 apartments, 
enough for more than 
100,000 New Yorkers.

“We look forward to re-
viewing all the details of a 
new proposal,” City Hall 
spokeswoman Melissa 
Grace said. “Our priority is 

ensuring that the ultimate 
legislation passed demands 
real affordable housing for 
our people and protects tax-
payers from giveaways.”

Several lawmakers con-
tacted by the TimesLedger 
would not comment on the 
deal.

Under the agreement, 

developers on projects 
with 300 or more units 
within a mile of the Queens 
and Brooklyn waterfront 
from Astoria to Brooklyn 
Heights seeking to receive 
the tax abatement would 
ensure workers make at 
least $50 per hour in wages 
and benefits.

“The agreement extends 
affordability for projects 
created with 421-a for an ad-
ditional five years -- bring-
ing affordability for these 
units to 40 years,” Cuomo 
said. “It also allows lower-
income individuals to qual-
ify as it lowers the percent-
age of area median income 

needed to apply.”
The deal still needs the 

approval of lawmakers in 
Albany for the program to 
return, and for a memoran-
dum of understanding that 
would unlock $2 billion in 
funds the governor needs 
from the state Legislature 
for his own affordable 
housing program. The next 
legislative session does not 
begin until January.

“Most importantly until 
this agreement is finalized, 
the state Legislature has 
refused to release $2 billion 
in state affordable housing 
funds,” Cuomo said. “I urge 
the Legislature to come 
back to Albany to pass des-
perately needed affordable 
housing and sign the MOU 
to release these funds. We 
simply cannot allow the 
lack of resolution to stall 
affordable housing pro-
duction for years to come. 
There is no excuse not to 
act.”

Cuomo reaches deal for 421-a replacement

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announces he has a deal in place to revive a tax abatement that may make 
Hallets Point possible. Courtesy of Durst Organization
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nership President Eliza-
beth Lusskin said. “The 
partnership is also excited 
to honor Werwaiss & Co. 
and Mount Sinai Queens 
for their pivotal roles in 
LIC’s renaissance and the 
health of our community.”

During the luncheon, 
which was attended by 
more than 350 guests, the 
keynote address was deliv-
ered by Dr. Daniel Hutten-
locher, the founding dean 
of Cornell Tech. The first 
phase of the Cornell Tech 
campus will be completed 
next summer and a new 
ferry stop will open on 
Roosevelt Island and pro-
vide a direct connection 
between the campus and 
LIC.

“Long Island City and 
western Queens are inte-
gral to the NYC tech eco-
system and we can’t wait 
for our new campus to help 
bolster and accelerate that 
community when it opens 
next year,” Huttenlocher 
said. “To be successful 

we need to be surrounded 
by a community of not 
only startups, but diverse 
business and local groups 
across sectors, and with 
the partnership’s leader-
ship that community is 
blossoming here in Long 
Island City.”

Werwaiss & Co., a 
fourth-generation family-
owned real estate concern 
based in Manhattan with 
commercial, industrial 
and retail properties in 
LIC, was also honored 
during the luncheon. Its 
redevelopment of the Lion 
Match Building has at-
tracted marquee office 
tenants, while the reposi-
tioning of a former factory 
adjacent to Kaufman As-
toria Studios has grown 
retail options in the neigh-
borhood.

“The recent changes in 
Long Island City demon-
strate what our family has 
long known: Long Island 
City is an ideally locat-
ed, transportation-rich, 
mixed-use neighborhood 
and community,” Gretch-
en Werwaiss, a partner in 
the firm said. “We are ex-
cited to be a part of its suc-

cesses and we are grateful 
to the LIC Partnership’s 
staff and members for all 
of their efforts in achiev-
ing them.”

The William D. Mod-
ell Community Service 
Award was presented to 
Mount Sinai Queens. The 
hospital’s recent multi-
million-dollar renovation 
and expansion allows it to 
better serve the growing 
communities of Astoria 
and Long Island City and 
significantly expand its 
medical and surgical ca-
pacity.

“Having access to first-
class health care is our 
commitment to helping 
make Long Island City and 
the Borough of Queens 
the best it can be,” Mount 
Sinai Queens Executive 
Director Caryn Schwab 
said. “With our new facili-
ties, talented physicians, 
nurses and other staff, the 
residents of Queens can 
get great care right here 
in Queens.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

‘Tis the season
for receiving compliments

Get the look that gets noticed this season from Holiday Parties to 
the Big New Years Eve Bash.  We’ll help you look gorgeous!

Stay fashionably
beautiful at

Under New Management
Full Service Hair & Nails
Color Secialists - Hair Treatments

718-261-1005
Walk-ins Always Welcome
1 Continental Ave.Forest Hills, NY 11375
Come in for a Wash & Blow

Mon - Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

10am - 8pm
9am - 7pm
10am - 6pm

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Bring this ad and receive a 10%
discount on any hair or nail service.

July 19, 2015
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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to dig deep at this difficult 
moment and feel hope and 
be in touch with our undy-
ing thirst for freedom. I’m 
not naive. 

“The same nightmare 
scenarios run through my 
brain that have run through 
so many of yours. But I also 
know that we are a good and 
strong lot. Women, African 
Americans, Latinos, all 
immigrants -including the 
undocumented, my LGBT 
brothers and sisters, people 
of all faiths including Mus-
lims, and the differently 
abled — have come as far as 
we have because we know 
how to fight.”

Van Bramer also or-
ganized a march across 
the Queensboro Bridge to 
Trump Tower on Saturday 
at 1 p.m.  

“He may have grown up, 
here but he’s not from here 
anymore” says a flier he 
was handing out Wednes-
day morning at No. 7 sub-
way stations.

Marchers will gather at 
Dutch Kills Green at North-

ern Boulevard and Queens 
Plaza North. Astoria resi-
dent Brendan Fay, the co-
founder of the all-inclusive 
St. Pat’s for All Parade, will 
joining them.

“This past week I’ve re-
ceived many calls from anx-
ious and worried friends 
and neighbors -- LGBT, 
Muslim and immigrant,” 
Fay said. The anxieties are 
very real given the public 
statements by President-
elect Trump. New Yorkers 
are stronger together as we 
rise, speak up, and stay to-
gether for civil and human 
rights. Our lives and our fu-
tures are in our hands.”

The gay-rights activist 
fears Trump could erase 
decades of work by over-
turning President Obama’s 
executive actions, includ-
ing the one he signed in 
2014 prohibiting federal 
contractors from discrimi-
nating on the basis of sex-
ual orientation and gender 
identity. Women fear the re-
versal of Roe vs. Wade and 
the defunding of Planned 
Parenthood.

“We will never back 
down and we will never 
stop fighting to ensure 

that Planned Parenthood 
patients have access to the 
care they need,  people who 
come from communities 
that need our continued 
support in this new reality 
– immigrants, people of col-
or, the LGBTQ community, 
people of faith, and more,” 
Planned Parenthood Fed-
eration of America Presi-
dent Cecile Richards said. 
“Health care should not 
be political. Every morn-
ing, Planned Parenthood 
health center staff across 
the country wake up and 
open their doors, as they 
have this morning, to care 
for anyone who needs them, 
regardless of race, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender, 
income, or country of ori-
gin. They will do so today, 
they will do so tomorrow, 
they will do so every day as 
they have for 100 years.”

Meanwhile, back in 
Jackson Heights, the sign 
under the “Tree of Hope” 
says, “No matter how dense 
and deep the dark, there is a 
glimmer of light -- that light 
is hope. Hope for a better 
world, a better tomorrow, 
and a better right now.”
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Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 

Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage  
and sage stuffing, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner $26  4-6 People $135
5-9 people $185  10-14 people $265  15-20 people $349 

Additional Sides $10 each  Half tray additional sides $35  Pies $15

This Thanksgiving  
enjoy your meal with

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been  

celebrating this great  
American Holiday with you!  
Let our family serve your’s

Traditional Holiday Menu  
Our Regular/Children’s Menu  

will also be available 

Filling up quickly 
Dine with the 
O’Neill’s  

Call for reservation at

718.672.9696

Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy culinary convenience and great homemade taste this  

Thanksgiving with our fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals.  
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

OR
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The JFK BID would ex-
tend from the intersection 
of Rockaway Boulevard 
and Baisley Pond Park 
down along the boulevard, 
hugging the edge of the air-
port property until Idlewild 
Park. Community leaders 
approached the city three 
years ago about establish-
ing a BID in the area to 
confront problems detailed 
in a 2013 report by the city 
Economic Development 
Corporation. 

In the report, the EDC 
noted the area needed ex-
panded cargo and logis-
tical services, as well as 
improvement in infrastruc-
ture and easier access be-

tween the area and the air-
port, particularly since so 
many of the businesses in 
the proposed BID area con-
sist of support services for 
the airport. EDC President 
Maria Torres-Springer re-
marked on the importance 
of supporting the burgeon-
ing industry in and around 
the airport.

“JFK Airport is integral 
to the city’s economy as the 
second largest employer 
in Queens, and area stake-
holders, civic groups and 
businesses play an equally 
vital role in helping to grow 
good jobs for the commu-
nity,” she said.

Services in the BID 
will also include a way to 
improve communication 
between members and pol-
icy makers about neighbor-
hood needs, coordination 

on maintenance and snow 
removal services as well 
as public security improve-
ments, including new light-
ing in the district and the 
potential use of security 
cameras.

The Greater JFK BID 
will be the 73rd BID in New 
York City and the 13th BID 
located in Queens. The ser-
vices the BID provides are 
funded by an assessment 
that property owners with-
in the district will pay. 

Richards previously 
announced he will hold a 
town hall meeting on Nov. 
30 at 7 p.m. to discuss the 
new BID and what it means 
for area residents, employ-
ees and business owners. 
The meeting will be held 
at Public School 52 at 178-37 
146th Terrace in Spring-
field Gardens.
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JFK BID
Attendees, including 

Borough President Melin-
da Katz, were particularly 
interested in the pace of 
the removal of “transport-
able classroom units,” 
which is trailers that are 
used to house students in 
the case of overcrowding.

Michael Mirisola, the 
external affairs director 
for the SCA, and Com-
munications Relations 
Manager Ben Goodman 
were on hand to an-
swer questions for Katz. 
Council members Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hilcrest), and 
City Council Education 
Committee Chair Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) were in atten-
dance, along with rep-
resentatives from the 
borough’s community 
boards.

Goodman said 33 TCUs 
had been removed in the 
borough thus far, with an 
additional 52 scheduled 
for removal. After these 

removals, Goodman said 
there would be 70 TCUs 
remaining and said that 
TCUs are slated for re-
moval when the SCA can 
find a way to eliminate 
the units while keeping 
the seat count.

“We go at them as we 
find solutions to the prob-
lem,” Mirisola said about 
the TCU removal process. 

Lancman asked the 
SCA representatives 
about Public School 131, 
located in his district at 
170-45 84th Ave. in Jamai-
ca Hills. The school oper-
ates several TCUs, and 
Lancman asked if there 
was a plan to remove the 
TCUs from this particular 
school. Goodman replied 
that it was in process.

“We have a plan, but it 
depends on when we do the 
addition for 131,” Good-
man said, and Lancman 
later questioned whether 
the plans for TCUs sched-
uled for removal are de-
pendent on public school 
additions that have not yet 
been scheduled.

“I think everyone who 
has one of these trailers 
should get an update on 

how real that plan is,” 
Lancman said.

The 52 TCUs sched-
uled for removal are in 
process, according to the 
SCA, but some are indeed 
dependent on additions 
to schools that have not 
commenced construction. 
The addition for PS 131 
has been funded and been 
identified as a class size 
reduction project, accord-
ing to the SCA, and the ad-
minsitration pledged the 
project was moving for-
ward even though a time-
line was not immediately 
available. 

Mirisola and Goodman 
also detailed the March 
2016 amendments to the 
SCA’s 2015-2019 Capital 
Plan. The amendment in-
creased funding for the 
plan from $13.5 billion to 
$14.9 billion, with capital 
investment projects now 
funded. Goodman said the 
total plan funded 44,348 
new seats citywide, with 
approximately 80 new 
buildings scheduled. Katz 
said five new schools were 
scheduled for construc-
tion in the borough this 
year.
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A map of the JFK BID in Springfield Gardens from the BID's website. Courtesy of the JFK BID
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Fresh, Free Range Turkeys
Goose & Hot Spiced Glühwein 

Visit ZumStammtisch.com for our 
entire Catering Menu!

German Delicacies & Imports

Christmas Party

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Restaurant 

From Europe to New York...
Authentic German

Dining & Experience
LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 

STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


