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BY NAEISHA ROSE

More than a thousand protest-
ers gathered in Long Island City 
Saturday to rally behind City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) as he led a march 

to Trump Tower via the Queens-
boro Bridge pedestrian walk to 
protest the president-elect’s ex-
pected policies on immigration 
and civil liberties.

Van Bramer continued with 
the march despite receiving a ho-

mophobic death threat two days 
beforehand.

 Donald Trump, whose elec-
tion stunned many Queens resi-
dents, campaigned on a platform 
of deporting illegal immigrants, 
building a wall to keep out Mexi-

cans and creating a Muslim regis-
try.  Whether he follows through 
on these threats is not clear, but 
his choice of Mike Pence for vice 
president and early appointments 
of advisers have raised wide-
spread concerns because of their 
conservative views on race, wom-
en’s rights, the gay community 
and diversity.

Fellow elected officials at 
the event included City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan), Comptroller 
Scott Stringer and Councilman 
Jumaane Williams (D-East Flat-
bush).

“I want constituents to never 
stop fighting and never believe 
that they are powerless,” Van 
Bramer said. “We need to fight 
the worst elements of this admin-
istration.” He called his march 
#QueensResponds to send the 
message that Trump may be from 
Queens but his divisive rhetoric 
doesn’t represent the borough’s 
values anymore.

 Christopher Costa, 30, a mem-
ber of the LGBTQ community 
agreed.

“It’s very upsetting to know 
that he will be our president,” 
said Costa. “Instead of hating, I 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The confrontation between 
Airbnb and New York City con-
tinues to fester, as hosts who list 
rentals await the possible en-
forcement of a law banning the 
advertisement of short-term rent-
als within the five boroughs.

There are 3,657 Airbnb active 
listings in Queens as of Nov. 1, ac-
cording to a report released from 
Airbnb, including listings for 
entire homes, as well as private 
rooms or shared spaces. 

 Gov. Andrew Cuomo approved 
legislation in late October bar-
ring hosts from advertising units 
for less than 30 days if those hosts 
are not in the building with the 
guests. The fees can range as high 
as $7,500, and Airbnb subsequent-
ly sued Mayor Bill de Blasio, state 
Attorney General Eric Schneider-
man and the city of New York to 
overturn the instilled ban. The 
bill pertains to whole homes and 
apartments in buildings with 
three or more units.

The rental of units for less 
than 30 days in multi-unit build-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

More than 500 people 
gathered outside of Nu 
Clean cleaners in St. Al-
bans Saturday for the 
street renaming in honor 
of the late A Tribe Called 
Quest rapper, Malik ‘Phife 
Dawg’ Taylor.  The site at 
192nd Street and Linden 

Boulevard is now also Ma-
lik “Phife Dawg” Taylor 
Way.

The atmosphere was 
positive and celebratory 
as fans sang along to the 
group’s classic songs while 
holding  up signs and album 
art. A large portion of the 
fans were from St. Albans, 
with others came from all 

over the city. There was 
even a couple who drove 
all the way from Indiana to 
make it to the event. 

A Tribe Called Quest is 
widely known as one of the 
most influential hip-hop 
groups of all time. The rap 
group began in 1985 in St. 
Albans, with its four origi-

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 12

St. Albans street renamed for Phife Dawg

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of Corona residents packed into the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post # 150 last week 
for a town hall meeting hosted by state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya (D-Jackson Heights). 
Representatives of the Department of Transpor-

At Flushing Town Hall, a historic concert featuring five NEA Jazz Masters is interrupted for a little birthday cake to 
honor saxophonist Jimmy Heath (2nd from l) on his 90th birthday. Photo by Michael Shain

Airbnb hosts 
face ad law’s 
enforcement

Moya holds meeting 
for Corona residents

Boro protesters defend values
Councilman Van Bramer leads 1,000 across Queensboro Bridge to Trump Tower

Fans hold up signs at Phife Dawg street 
renaming in St. Albans. More photos on 
Page 8. Photo by Adolfo Steve VazquezContinued on Page 14

JAZZ BY CANDLELIGHT
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

After having to cancel 
its 2016-2017 season, the Big 
Apple Circus has filed for 
bankruptcy. The beloved 
non-profit circus had fo-
cused its efforts on helping 
young children through 
entertainment since 1977 
with performances in Cun-
ningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows and Lincoln Cen-
ter in Manhattan. 

Besides setting up their 
red-top tents that seated up 
to 1,700 for shows, Big Apple 
brought the circus to more 
than 250,000 children in 
hospitals around the coun-
try, with its members per-
forming “clown rounds.”

Big Apple announced 
Monday that the organiza-
tion decided to file under 
Chapter 11 for protection 
from its creditors. The cir-
cus intends to continue 
operating some of its com-

munity programs, which 
may be transferred to other 
non-profit organizations 
and sell some of its assets. 
In the meantime, the circus 
hopes to be able to restart 
the one-ring show with 
new financial support or 
through the sale of the cir-
cus to an interested buyer. 

The organization listed 
$8.3 million in debts and 
$3.8 million in liabilities.

The circus initially ran 
into financial trouble in 
2008 following the national 
recession. The circus relied 
on Wall Street as a bene-
factor, providing up to $1 
million a year in funds for 
annual corporate enter-
tainment, which helped 
to keep the circus going. 
Events like Hurricane San-
dy, the Boston Marathon 
bombing and the Atlanta 
ice storm kept people from 
attending shows, lowering 
ticket sales and enlarging 

Big Apple’s deficit.
Last summer Big Apple 

turned to an online cam-
paign to raise some money 
with donations ranging up 
to $50,000, and the Big Ap-
ple principals also hoped 
that an emergency fund-
raiser would get the atten-
tion of big donors. To their 
surprise, no one stepped up. 
They raised only $900,000, 
far short of their $2 million 
goal, which would have al-
lowed the circus to contin-
ue staging its shows in New 
York City. 

The circus was founded 
by jugglers Paul Binder 
and Michael Christensen, 
who brought their act from 
England to the States. They 
started the non-profit as a 
mission to entertain and 
improve the lives of mil-
lions. Throughout the years 
Big Apple performances 
presented acrobats, clowns 
and animal acts that fea-

tured dogs and horses in-
stead of the wild tigers and 
elephants found in most 
circuses, including Ring-
ling Brothers.

Big Apple Circus Execu-
tive Director Will Maitland 
Weiss is still hopeful that 

the show will go on. 
“We are eternally grate-

ful for the support provided 
by audiences and donors 
over almost 40 years,” Weiss 
said. “And to all of the art-
ists, crew, staff, and Clown 
Doctors who have provided 

joy, wonder, and inspiration 
to so many. Thanks to the 
amazing board members 
who are with us still.  We 
are working to ensure that 
the spirit of the Big Apple 
Circus will live on.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Rego Park man with a 
history of violence against 
Muslims is headed to pris-
on for his 2012 vicious at-
tack on a man entering a 
mosque in Kew Gardens 
Hills. 

Bernhard Laufer, 59, 
was convicted of attempted 
murder as a hate crime, at-
tempted assault as a hate 
crime, and weapon posses-
sion Monday after a 2-1/2-
week trial, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Barry Schwartz 
was scheduled to sentence 
Laufer Dec. 14, when he 
will face up to 25 years in 
prison.

According to trial tes-
timony, on Nov. 16, 2012 
Laufer vandalized the 
Masjid- Al Saaliheen 
Mosque on 72-55 Kissena 
Blvd. by smashing the 
door and breaking the door 
handle with a stone, Brown 

said. Later that day, and the 
following day, Laufer called 
the mosque multiple times, 
leaving threatening voice 

mails. On Nov. 18, 2012, at 
4:50 a.m., Laufer followed 
Bashir Ahmad, 57, up the 
stairs that led into the 

mosque and as Ahmad was 
unlocking the door, Laufer 
stabbed him in the head, 
Brown said. 

When Ahmad turned, 
Laufer continued to attack 
Ahmad, biting his nose and 
stabbing him in the back, 
leg and thumb, the DA said. 
Ahmad was later taken to 
the hospital to treat his in-
juries. 

According to trial 
records, Laufer left his 
glasses at the scene. DNA 
evidence was found on 
the glasses that matched 
Laufer, according to the 
DA. Investigators were also 
able to trace the threaten-
ing phone calls made days 
before the attack to Laufer’s 
home phone, Brown said.

“Crimes fueled by hate 
will never be tolerated here 
in Queens County - the most 
diverse urban area in the 
entire nation,” Brown said. 
“A jury weighed all the 
evidence in this case and 
within hours convicted the 
defendant of a hate crime 
for the vicious attempted 
murder of a Muslim man. 
The defendant has proven 

himself a danger to society 
and warrants a lengthy in-
carceration.”

This was not Laufer’s 
first brush with the law. In 
2015 Laufer was sentenced 
to three years of supervised 
release and six months of 
home confinement after 
pleading guilty to send-
ing death threats to em-
ployees of the Washington 
advocacy group, Council 
on American Islamic Rela-
tions. He threatened Execu-
tive Director Nihad Awad 
and other CAIR staff with 
significant bodily harm 
and death, according to the 
criminal complaint filed by 
the Justice Department. 

Laufer faced a maxi-
mum sentence of five years 
in federal prison for the 
email threats.  At the time 
Laufer had already spent 13 
months in federal custody 
for his arrest in the Kew 
Gardens mosque attack 
and was sentenced based 
on time served. 

Big Apple Circus fi les for bankruptcy
 While community programs may continue, non-profi t intends to start selling assets, seeking buyer

Rego Park man convicted of mosque attack

Big Apple Circus has sought bankruptcy protection after canceling its current performance season.

Bernhard Laufer of Rego Park faces a possible sentence of 25 years for stabbing a worshiper outside of a 
Queens mosque, his second conviction for anti-Muslim activity. Photo courtesy of hashlamah.com 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The annual Immigra-

tion Resource Fair at the 
Flushing Library was a 
little different this year, 
with a Speak Out session 
for those worried about the 
new administration com-
ing to the White House on 
Inauguration Day. Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
hosted the session, which 
turned into an open mic 
for leaders from immigrant 
organizations throughout 
Queens to discuss the is-
sues facing the people they 
serve.

The Immigration Re-
source Fair is organized by 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Katz to give 
immigrants the assistance 
they need, such as legal ad-
vice and filing citizenship 
paperwork. This year the 
phrase on Katz’s lips was 
“Queens has your back.”

“Although this is an an-
nual, long-planned event, 
this year’s seems to have 
become even more timely 

in light of recent events and 
the current climate,” Katz 
said. “In addition to a free, 
on-site legal clinic, as well 
as direct, one stop access 
to over 30 organizations 
and agencies, we’ve incor-
porated a public Speak Out 
session, a space for peo-
ple to share their candid 
thoughts.”

Naheed Bahram from 
the Women for Afghan 
Women said many recent 
immigrants in her program 
voted for the first time on 
Nov. 8 and were deeply dis-
heartened by the results. 
Many of the Muslim women 
have reported to Bahram 
fear of leaving the house 
wearing their hijab.

Her program educates 
women on the U.S. Con-
stitution and American 
democracy. But classroom 
attendance has dwindled 
since the election, accord-
ing to Bahram.

“We have lost some of 
our students, who have 
stopped coming to our 
classes just because of their 

appearance,” Bahram said. 
“Ninety-nine percent of the 
women coming to use our 
services are Muslims wear-
ing hijabs.”

She pointed out that at 
the after-school program 
last week, “one of the moth-
ers called and said, ‘I’m 
sorry I’m not able to come 

pick up my son.  Can I send 
assign my neighbor to come 
pick up my children?”

This parent is known to 
Bahram as a mother who 
regularly picks up her chil-
dren herself. After the elec-
tion, however, her husband, 
concerned for her safety, 
said she should not leave 

the house.
Jesus Huerta came from 

Mexico as a child and did 
not know he was undocu-
mented until several of 
his family members were 
deported. Now a student 
at Hunter College, Huerta 
said he would like to keep 
the education system to 

stay open to undocumented 
immigrants so they can 
have the same opportuni-
ties in the United States as 
everybody else.

According to Stepha-
nie Mulcock from Cidadao 
Global, there was an influx 
of immigrants from Brazil 
over the summer because 
of political unrest. Now 
Brazilian immigrants are 
facing even more uncer-
tainty.

Children are also fac-
ing bullying in schools, ac-
cording to Rokeya Akhter, 
founder of the New Ameri-
can Women’s Forum.

“The fear that we feel 
right now is indescribable,” 
Akhter said. “I don’t how to 
describe how I feel when I 
hear my nephew asking me 
how we’re going to survive 
here when we’re at school 
and they’re telling us to go 
back to our country. This is 
my country.”

Katz remarked that the 
common word used during 
the Speak Out session was 
“uncertainty.”

Flushing immigrants ‘Speak Out’ at event

Borough President Melinda Katz reads comments posted by Queens residents at the 2016 Immigration 
Resource Fair. Courtesy of Borough President Office
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

GENUINE STATE O’
MAINE LOBSTERS

11/4 LB. EACH

GENUINE STATE O’
MAINE MUSSELS

3 $33F
O
R  $1.99LB.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS: 7AM - 9PM 7AM - 10:30PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

SINGLE
(ONE) 11/4 LBS

$20+ Tax

DOUBLE
(TWO) 11/4 LBS

$35+ Tax

TRIPPLE
(THREE) 11/4 LBS

$45+ Tax

HOMERUN
(FOUR) 11/4 LBS

$55+ Tax

ALL IN CLUDE COLE SL AW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLE TE MENU ONLINE W W W.JORDA NSLOBSTER.COM

Not ice :  A l l  seafood pr ices a re d ic ta ted by weathe r cond i t ions and a re sb jec t to change wi thout not ice.

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Local union workers 
held a conference in Rich-
mond Hill this weekend 
to discuss the struggles of 
working in the airport in-
dustry. 

TWU Local 100, a union 
that represents 15,000 
union members in cafete-
rias, restaurants and air-
ports, including Kennedy 
and LaGuardia, hosted the 
conference that focused on 
working conditions, work-
er safety and minimum 
wage. Also at the Saturday 
conference were state Sen. 
James Sanders Jr. (D- South 
Ozone Park), state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) and  state 
Assemblyman Franscisco 
Moya (D- Jackson Heights) 

According to Local 100, 
New York airports are a 
vital part of revenue for 
the city, attracting big busi-
nesses, boosting tourism 
and driving trade. They 
said although JFK and La-
Guardia airports are grow-
ing, thousands of the work-
ers do not make a living 
wage, on average earning 
about $21,000 a year. In New 

York City that is below the 
poverty line and not nearly 
enough to even cover the 
average cost of rent. 

The union workers were 
poised and spoke about 
their individual experi-
ences, explaining  that they 
are an important segment 
of the New York economy 
and should be shown more 
respect. They were hopeful 
that by organizing in large 
numbers they could make 
their voices heard. 

“This is a constant bat-
tle,” said Maria Campso, a 
worker for OTG food ser-
vices at LaGuardia. “But 
with my co-workers by my 
side I know that we will not 
stop doing everything we 
can to make sure that New 
York City airports provide 
jobs that help build up our 
communities.”

Sanders stood with the 
workers and promised to 
continue being an ally for 
them in the future.

“I have long been a sup-
porter of TWU Local 100 
and its tireless efforts to 
ensure that transportation 
employees are paid fairly, 
work under safe conditions 
and are treated with dig-

nity and respect.” Sanders 
said. “Our trains, buses and 
airports could not function 
without the great men and 
women of TWU Local 100. 
I am proud to be a part of 
their first Airport Food, 
Beverage, and Retail Ser-
vice Workers Conference. I 
welcome them to the com-
munity and look forward 
to continuing to work with 
them to address issues like 
raising labor standards 
and improving worker pro-
tections.”

Jose Maldonado, the sec-
retary treasurer of Unite-
here Local 100, believes 
that the conference is just 
the beginning of a bigger 
movement.

“We want to ensure that 
the conversation will not 
stop here,” Jose Maldonado 
said. “We will be following 
up with workers and their 
elected officials. This is not 
a one-time event but rather 
a piece of a continuing con-
versation and movement.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Transit workers discuss 
wages, conditions at JFK

Senator James Sanders (c) stands with airport workers  Photo courtesy of Unite Here!
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BY MARK HALLUM

Graffiti could be added 
to the list of offenses which 
qualify for hate crime pen-
alties. The bill unveiled by 
state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows)  
comes following a surge of 
attacks on minority groups 
reported by the FBI, in-
cluding recent incidents 
throughout the city since 
the election.

Under current New York 
state law, hate crimes cur-
rently consist of offenses en-
tailing assault, grand larce-
ny, menacing, harassment, 
and robbery, according to 
Rozic. While destruction of 
property can also qualify 
as a hate crime, vandalism 
that includes hate speech is 
missing from existing hate 
crime laws.

“We must send a strong 
message that our diverse 
communities will not stand 
for hate in any form,” Rozic 
said last Friday. “My new 
proposal would close the 
loophole and ensure appro-
priate penalties to prevent 
these criminal acts from 
becoming widespread. New 
York must lead by example 
and make it clear that hate-
ful rhetoric, intimidation, 
and discrimination will 
not be tolerated by any 
means.”

The FBI report said hate 
crimes had risen 7 percent 
in the past year, while 
criminal acts of bigotry 
against Muslims had gone 

up 67 percent. About 6,000 
hate crime incidents had 
been reported to law en-
forcement nationwide.

“Violence that seeks to 
divide and spread fear has 
no place in New York where 
inclusion and diversity will 
always be fought for and 
celebrated,” Rozic said.

At a news conference 
Dec. 16, Public Advocate Le-
titia James said acts of hate 
and violence since the pres-
idential election have oc-
curred in all five boroughs. 
Swastikas have appeared 
in Queens, Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, according to 
the city official.

“This country and this 
city have experienced a 
surge in acts of hate and 
bias, and it’s following 
the most divisive elec-

tion in modern history 
and tensions are boiling 
over,” James said. “We 
will respond as we have 
done, whenever necessary 
against acts of hate by show-
ing solidarity, love, compas-
sion and understand ing.”

Rozic referred to the 
Nazi symbol, which ap-
peared on the door of a 
dorm room at the New 
School and another that 
appeared on the campus 
of SUNY Geneseo. At New 
York University, a Muslim 
prayer room had the word 
“Trump” scrawled across 
the door in spray paint, ac-
cording to Rozic.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY MARK HALLUM

A Bayside man has 
been sentenced to 18 years 
in prison for killing his 
4-month-old son in 2014. 
The Queens district at-
torney’s office said the act 
of abuse, which resulted 
in the multiple skull 
fracture, was more than 
enough to sentence the 
man who pleaded guilty 
on Oct. 22, 2016 to second-
degree manslaughter and 
assault.

Jagsheer Singhm, 30, 
had been left alone with 
the child, Nevin Jandu,  at 
their home at 205-40 Brian 
Crescent on the evening 
of Dec. 19, 2014 when the 
mother went to her job as a 
radiologist at Long Island 
Jewish Medical Center, 
DA Richard Brown said.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, when Dr. 
Reena Malhotra got back 
home from her shift at the 
hospital the next morning, 
she went to bed without 
checking on Jandu.

The DA said Singh ad-
mitted to using an object 
to inflict injuries on the 
infant while the mother 
was away. Singh had told 
investigators the baby 
had fallen off the chang-
ing table, a detail he kept 
from his wife at the time, 
the complaint said. But 
sometime later, he found 
the baby having trouble 
breathing, Brown said. 
The next morning, Jandu 

was found to be unrespon-
sive and still having diffi-
culty breathing. The child 
was taken to Flushing 
Hospital, then to Cohen 
Children’s Medical Cen-
ter. Doctors determined 
Jandu had suffered ex-
tensive brain injury from 
lack of oxygen and retinal 
hemorrhages.

Several days later, Nev-
in Jandu was dead.

“As a father, the defen-
dant’s job was to protect 
and nurture his helpless, 
innocent son,” Brown 
said. “Instead, he as-
saulted his son, causing 
skull fractures and wide-
spread brain injury that 
ultimately resulted in the 
child’s death. As a result, 
the sentence imposed by 
the court is more than 
warranted.”

According to the DA, 
doctors said the injuries 
were inconsistent with 
a fall from the changing 
table, which would have 
been about 4 feet from the 
ground.

Singh was originally 
facing 25 years in prison 
for the death of his infant 
son with Brown pushing 
for more time behind bars 
for the Bayside man.

“The baby is in grave 
condition and if he does 
not survive, the charges 
will be upgraded,” Brown 
said in 2014.

 The Nov. 15 sentenc-
ing hearing determined 
that Singh will serve a 
sentence of 18 years for as-
sault and a concurrent five 
to 15 year indeterminate 
term for manslaughter.

Rozic acts on graffi ti
Bill in Assembly could make some vandalism a hate crime

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic unveiled proposed legislation to in-
clude graffiti in the hate crime laws.

Bayside father sentenced
to 18 years in son’s death

Jagsheer Singh of Bayside was sentenced to 18 years in prison 
for the death of his 4-month-old son in 2014, Queens DA Richard 
Brown said.
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Visits with Santa & His Elf:
Saturday, December 3, 2016
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Saturday, December 10, 2016
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Saturday, December 17, 2016
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Horse & Buggy Rides:
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Menorah Lighting:
Sunday, December 25, 2016

10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm

10:00 am – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

6:00 pm
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8 Special day for Phife Dawg in St. Albans

The extended family members of A Tribe Called Quest including (l-r) Q-Tip, Consequence,  Jarobi 
White, Dawg's widow Deisha Head Taylor  and DJ Rasta Root mark his death last year at the age of 46 
from diabetic complications.  Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez 

Party in St. Albans! Police estimated the crowd for the street renaming at over 200.  
Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez

The newly renamed street is across from the Nu-Clear dry cleaners, where the group shot their video 
for “Check the Rhime” in 1991.  Photo by Isis Sol Barreto

Gwen Davis (r), Q-Tip’s sister, shows a copy of the new street sign with Raquel Rigg (l) and Allison 
Bell.  Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez

Rapper Q-Tip spoke at the street renaming, telling the excited crowd: "When you look up and see 
those names  . . . you can aspire, and your names can join them."  Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez

"Linden Boulevard, represent, represent," goes the refrain of A Tribe Called Quest's  “Steve Biko (Stir 
It Up)” — and now the corner at Linden and 192nd Street is named for the group's late DJ, Malik “Phife 
Dawg” Taylor.  Photo by Adolfo Steve Alvarez
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BY MARK HALLUM

A rally for safer streets 
near schools drew hun-
dreds Friday after two boys 
were struck by cars within 
the same week, leaving one 
11-year-old boy in critical 
condition.

City Councilmen Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) and 
other elected officials spoke 
with over 100  students, 
faculty members and con-
cerned residents about the 
challenges of establishing 
slow zones and a three-bill 
package he plans to pass in 
the City Council.

Alongside Vallone, was 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), state Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows), and Council-
man Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Fresh Meadows), as well 
as students and staff of JHS 
185 at 147-26 25th Drive in 
Flushing, near where the 
11-year-old was hit.  

Vallone’s triple-hitter 
legislation will require a 
20-mile-an-hour limit near 
all elementary and middle 
schools as well as an re-
examination of the cur-
rent slow zones within the 
city to determine whether 
they fit the new safety re-
quirements, additional 
speed bumps and crossing 

guards, enhanced signs 
and flashing lights.

Vallone is also drafting 
a resolution to scrap what 
he calls  “antiquated” fed-
eral guidelines, which of-
ten lead to the denial of re-
quests for additional safety 
requirements.

“We put in legislation 
this week after the two 
most recent incidents, one 
here at [JHS 185], one at 
[PS 194],” Vallone said. “As 
a father, I couldn’t take it 
anymore. I’m tired of be-
ing rejected [by DOT] when 
you ask for a speed bump, 
a light, a crossing guard, 
signs, tickets, enforcement, 
and then saying we can’t do 
it. This legislation, which 
is supported by everyone 
you see here, says ‘you 
have to do it.’ And that’s the 
only way it’s going to make 
change.”

Since legislation is often 
caught in a bottleneck  at 
the state level, Rozic said, 
it is important for city offi-
cials to pass the legislation 
that may encounter snags 
in Albany.

“We need to pass this 
bill in the City Council, and 
we need to make sure all of 
our students are supported 
in every way and we are do-
ing everything we can to 
protect our schools,” Rozic 

said.
Avella has grappled 

with DOT over having four-
way stops and other safety 
measures brought into play 
in his district and has pub-
licly expressed anger when 
his requests were denied 
from the city agency.

“How many years do we 
have to go back and forth 
with the city’s Department 
of Transportation before 
they finally do the right 
thing?” Avella said. “No 
child should ever be injured 
when coming to school or 
going back to home. This is 
unacceptable for the city of 
New York to continue.”

Grodenchik said he has 
been rejected repeatedly by 
DOT when asking for safe-
ty measures, including one 
study that was conducted 
and rejected at Benjamin 
Cardozo High School.

Angela Sierra and Vin-
cent Farruggio, both stu-
dents at JHS 185, also ex-
pressed concern about their 
safety  relating the recent 
incidents and the need for 
increased safety measures 
at schools.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Rally for school safety
Bills would protect Flushing students from motorists

Councilman Paul Vallone announced legislation which will require the Dept. of Transportation to act 
on behalf of elected officials to improve safety measures near schools. Photo by Mark Hallum
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O’NEILL’S
Where Every One Goes For Great Food, Great Service & Perfect Atmosphere

Specializing in Dry Aged Prime Beef
Porter House for 2, 3, 4 or more, Bring Your Appetite

Accepting Reservations for the Holidays

OUR RECIPES ARE CLASSIC, ONLY FRESH INGREDIENTS USED

TIMELESS DISHES COOKED TO PERFECTION

EVERY DETAIL IS CONSIDERED FOR YOUR PERFECT NIGHT OUT
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think we should take that 
anger...that despair and use 
it to take action.” 

During the rally on Dutch 
Kills Green in Queensboro 
Plaza, Van Bramer ad-
dressed the crowd, which 
included many children.

“What are Queens val-
ues?” he asked his husband 
Dan Hendrick by his side. 
“We believe in a woman’s 
right to choose and reject 
hatred against immigrants 
and the undocumented...we 
love and support our LGBT 
family, and support the 
right to marry the person 
you love.”

 Mark-Viverito wasn’t 
quiet about her concerns.

Trump’s “campaign, 
platform, administration is 
hostile to the diversity that 
exists and we value that in 
this city,” she said. 

“A constituent asked, 
‘Madame Speaker, are they 
going to segregate us?” said 
Mark-Viverito. “I found out 
he was talking about the 
Muslim registry.” 

This year marks the 
70th anniversary of the 
closing of the last Japanese 
internment camp , which 
was formed by using a reg-
istry to gather up Japanese 

Americans from across the 
United States and forcibly 
incarcerating them during 
World War II. 

“Let’s give a round of 
applause to someone that’s 
personally been threatened 
and reject scapegoating of 
our Muslim brothers, reject 
anti-Semitism,” Stringer 
said.

 Donna Hepburn flew in 
from California to protest 
with her daughter, Jessica 
Feinman, 31, from Astoria, 
who held up a sign that said 
“Jews standing up for Mus-
lims.”

“We are both protesters 
and we are both activists 
that don’t accept this racist 
cabinet...or the destruction 
of DACA,” said Feinman, 
referring to the program 
authorized by President 
Obama which allows young 
undocumented immigrants 
who were brought here by 
their parents to work and 
attend college.

As demonstrators recit-
ed “racist, sexist, anti-gay, 
Donald Trump, go away” 
while marching to Trump 
Tower, motorcyclists 
revved their engines, bicy-
clists fist-pumped the air 
and drivers honked in sup-
port of their protest.

Kara Griffith, 42, an 
African-American woman 
from Woodside, could not 

believe that Trump won the 
presidency.

“I’m disappointed that 
he’s been elected,” said 
Griffith. “I expected more 
from the American public. 
As a human being, I care 
about other human beings, 
but I don’t feel like the way 
to get ahead is by trampling 
on other people’s rights.”

Calvin Hunt, 55, a 
Trump supporter who is 
also African-American, 
spoke up in defense of the 
president-elect.

“We should give him a 
chance,” Hunt said.

When asked about what 
he expected from a Trump 
presidency, Hunt repeated 
“jobs, jobs, jobs!”

“Blacks are tired of sell-
ing loose cigarettes...and 
killing each other for loose 
change,” Hunt said. “He 
might open up jobs in four 
years.” 

To Laura Jacobson from 
Jamaica, this helped her 
come to a realization about 
a post-racial America. 

“It’s a wake-up call that 
things that we believed to 
be true aren’t true,” said 
Jacobson. “Obama’s vic-
tories made us not exactly 
complacent, but believe 
certain things about the 
direction the country was 
moving in that turned out 
not to be true.”
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

‘Tis the season
for receiving compliments

Get the look that gets noticed this season from Holiday Parties to 
the Big New Years Eve Bash.  We’ll help you look gorgeous!

Stay fashionably
beautiful at

Under New Management
Full Service Hair & Nails
Color Secialists - Hair Treatments

718-261-1005
Walk-ins Always Welcome
1 Continental Ave.Forest Hills, NY 11375
Come in for a Wash & Blow

Mon - Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

10am - 8pm
9am - 7pm
10am - 6pm

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Bring this ad and receive a 10%
discount on any hair or nail service.

Continued from Page 1 

Trump

ings has been illegal since 
2010, but the city intends to 
enforce a ban on publiciz-
ing the rentals.

Airbnb started in San 
Francisco in 2008 as a plat-
form for people to rent out 
parts of their home as a 
way to supplement their in-
come. The number of hosts 
has exploded since the 
company’s beginnings, and 
Airbnb now counts about 2 
million separate listings in 
nearly 200 different coun-
tries around the world.

There are fewer Airbnb 
rentals available in Queens 
in comparison to Brooklyn 
and Manhattan, accord-
ing to Inside Airbnb, an 
independent site that mea-
sures listings on the Airb-
nb platform. The greatest 
concentration is in Astoria 
and Long Island City, with 
fewer options available in 
northeastern and south-
eastern Queens.

The average Airbnb 
unit in Queens is available 
for 136 nights per year, ac-
cording to an Inside Airbnb 
analysis of the number of re-
views left by renters. About 
39 percent of the Queens 
listings are from hosts with 
multiple listings of units, 
according to the data, and 
the site cautions that it is 
possible they are “running 
a business without a license 
and not paying taxes, and if 
they are renting out an en-
tire home or apartment and 
aren’t present, are probably 
doing so illegally.”

Peter Schottenfels, a 
spokesman for Airbnb, 
said 61 hosts out of 1,229 in 
Queens had multiple list-
ings, according to Airbnb 
data, though that did not 
necessarily mean those list-
ings were illegal. Airbnb 
supplied data saying that 
Queens residents earned a 
median of $3,949 annually 
from hosting on Airbnb. He 
said Airbnb had scrubbed 
3,396 listings of people sus-
pected to be shared by hosts 

with multiple listings since 
November 2015, with 205 of 
those in Queens. Schotten-
fels said the hotel industry 
was behind much of the 
opposition from elected of-
ficials. 

“We have a series of pol-
icy recommendations that 
we think would help allow 
people to share their pri-
mary home,” Schottenfels 
said. “The hotel industry 
is not interested in having 
that conversation.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) as-
serted that Airbnb and oth-
er illegal rentals “hurt the 
quality of life in Queens by 
turning our neighborhoods 
into transient communi-
ties.”

“I applaud Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s decision to crack 
down on illegal advertis-
ing,” he said. “This law will 
help deter people from rent-
ing their space illegally and 
will ensure that residential 
communities don’t become 
haphazard hotels.”

Continued from Page 1 

Airbnb
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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tation, the Department 
of Health and Mental Hy-
giene, the state Liquor Au-
thority, the 110th Precinct 
and Community Board 4 
were all on hand to answer 
questions and discuss 
steps that can be taken to 
improve the community’s 
quality of life.

“Not only do we get 
the opportunity to let our 
neighbors know what’s 
happening in the neigh-
borhood and what their 
elected officials are in the 
process of doing to help 
their quality of life, but, 
more importantly, we get 
to hear from them on what 
issues they have, what con-
cerns them the greatest, 
and even offer suggestions 
that may help,” Moya said. 
“I’m incredibly thankful 
to everyone who partici-
pated in the panel’s Q&A 
session, because it took 
community engagement 
to the next level, offering 
residents the opportunity 
to ask specialists across a 
broad spectrum of exper-

tise whatever questions 
they may have.”

Moya discussed enforc-
ing his Curbstoning bill 
with the NYPD to tow ille-
gally sold cars which take 
up already scarce parking 
spaces, and discussed how 
these unlicensed dealers 
often sell cars in danger-
ous or poor condition to 
unsuspecting buyers. He 
also elaborated on the re-
cently negotiated 111th 
Street plan with the DOT, 
which will increase safety 
along the road and create 
a bike lane without the ex-
treme parking and traffic 
lane sacrifices of the origi-
nal plan.

“From safety initia-
tives to state-of-good re-
pair efforts like roadway 
resurfacing, Assembly-
man Moya’s town hall is 
a welcomed opportunity 
to get insights on the vital 
role streets and sidewalks 
play in enhancing neigh-
borhood experiences,” 
DOT Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Gar-
cia said. “Hearing directly 
from residents and busi-
ness owners will inform 
the important work DOT 

does to improve residents’ 
quality of life in Queens 
and across the city.”

Moya also addressed 
the proliferation of bars 
and liquor stores along 
Roosevelt Avenue with 
the State Liquor Author-
ity. Residents were quick 
to mention the frequency 
of late night parties as 
well.  The 110th Precinct 
explained they were tak-
ing steps to approach 
repeat offenders during 
daytime hours, which they 
explained was a more suc-
cessful preventative ap-
proach.

“I believe it is very 
important that the agen-
cies hear directly from 
the community the com-
plaints and suggestions 
we have been voicing to 
the assemblyman and 
other officials,” Corona 
resident Damian Vargas 
said. “While there was a 
great turnout at the meet-
ing, true success would be 
to follow up with the agen-
cies to see that they are in 
fact addressing the many 
reasonable concerns that 
were voiced.”

Continued from Page 1 

Corona
nal members Q-Tip, Phife 
Dawg, Jarobi White and Ali 
Shaheed Muhammad. The 
group became incredibly 
successful after the release 
of their debut album ‘Peo-
ple’s Instinctive Travels 
and the Paths of Rhythm’ 
in 1990. Phife Dawg was a 
stand-out member, known 
for his great lyricism. Tay-
lor died in March of kidney 
failure.  He had suffered 
from type-2 diabetes since 
the 1990s even referring to 
himself in “Oh My God”as 
a “funky diabetic” His con-
dition worsened through 
the years and he received a 
kidney transplant from his 
wife in 2008. 

The event was a huge 
celebration of Taylor’s life.

White addressed the 
crowd telling them that 
they were not there by 
chance and that it was all 
divine. He said it was no 
coincidence that after 18 
years with no album, their 
latest EP debuted at No. 1. 
In “We Got It From Here... 
Thank You 4 Your Service,” 

Phife Dawg makes posthu-
mous appearances. He also 
said the surprisingly good 
weather meant all was in 
their favor. Rappers Q-Tip 
and Busta Rhymes also ad-
dressed the crowd, telling 
stories of their upbringing 
in St. Albans and how it 
shaped who they are today. 
Taylor’s mother, Cheryl 
Boyce-Taylor, told child-
hood stories about Taylor 
and how he was a mischie-
vous child who also enjoyed 
going to church. In addition 
to the tributes, poetry was 
recited in Taylor’s honor. 

The street renaming 
came one day before Tay-
lor’s birthday, Nov. 20.  He 
would have been 46 years 
old. 

At the event were for-
mer friends who knew Tay-
lor. Milt Shake, a former 
dancer who had photos of 
performing at  Syracuse 
University, thought it was 
amazing to see St. Albans’ 
own be honored. 

“It means a lot to us,” he 
said, “especially for those 
who grew up in St. Albans 
and love hip hop.  It’s amaz-
ing to see one of us make it 
like this.” 

Councilman  Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) was 
instrumental in getting the 
street renamed.

“It is an honor to be 
able to pay tribute to Malik 
“Phife Dawg” Taylor and A 
Tribe Called Quest,” Miller 
said. “They have continued 
the incredible musical cul-
ture of southeast Queens 
with a message through 
hip hop that transcended 
a generation, while also 
representing us with the 
dignity and respect as in-
ternational ambassadors. 
They never forgot where 
they came from, and now 
all that pass by will know 
of Phife’s Tribes and their 
contributions to American 
culture.”

He added, “I would like 
to thank the Taylor family,  
Q-Tip and Jarobi White, 
and the community for 
helping us to celebrate this 
legacy.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Phife Dawg
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Fresh, Free Range Turkeys
Goose & Hot Spiced Glühwein 

Visit ZumStammtisch.com for our 
entire Catering Menu!

German Delicacies & Imports

Christmas Party

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Restaurant 

From Europe to New York...
Authentic German

Dining & Experience
LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 

STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


