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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Security protocols at John 
F. Kennedy International Air-
port will undergo a number of 
reforms in the aftermath of a 
false report of an active shoot-
er on Aug. 14 that caused the 
frenzied evacuation of several 
terminals, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced Monday.

Cuomo unveiled the new 
recommendations for re-
formed protocols with U.S. Sec-
retary of Homeland Security 
Jeh Johnson after he ordered a 
review of agencies’ response to 
the false shooter report. Media 
and security agencies reported 
possible incidences of active 
shooters in Terminals 1, 2 and 
8, which led to thousands of 
people becoming involved in 
an uncontrolled evacuation.

“The events at JFK were a 
wake-up call to rethink and 
re-evaluate our security pro-
cedures to reflect the new, 
changing reality of 21st centu-
ry threats and to better ensure 
the safety of all New Yorkers,” 
Cuomo said. “These recom-
mendations will serve as a 
national model to better train 
our airport workers, estab-
lish new protocols to respond 
to emergencies, and enhance 
coordination and communica-

BY NAEISHA ROSE

More than a thousand pro-
testers gathered in Long Is-
land City Saturday to rally be-
hind City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) as 
he led a march to Trump Tow-
er via the Queensboro Bridge 
pedestrian walk to protest the 
president-elect’s expected poli-
cies on immigration and civil 
liberties.

Van Bramer continued 
with the march despite receiv-
ing a homophobic death threat 
two days beforehand.

 Donald Trump, whose elec-
tion stunned many Queens 

residents, campaigned on a 
platform of deporting illegal 
immigrants, building a wall to 
keep out Mexicans and creat-
ing a Muslim registry.  Wheth-
er he follows through on these 
threats is not clear, but his 
choice of Mike Pence for vice 
president and early appoint-
ments of advisers have raised 
widespread concerns because 
of their conservative views on 
race, women’s rights, the gay 
community and diversity.

Fellow elected officials at 
the event included City Coun-

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52
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On the Queensboro Bridge, hundreds of protesters in a #queensvalues march walk from the bridge plaza 
in Long Island City to Trump Tower on Fifth Avenue in the largest Queens demonstration so far over the su-
prise outcome of the elections. More photos on Page 24. Photo by Michael Shain 

Cuomo hails
security fi xes 
for Kennedy

Boro protesters defend values
Van Bramer leads 1,000 across Queensboro Bridge to Trump Tower
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Police were searching 
for five individuals in con-
nection with a stabbing in 
Ozone Park.

According to police, on 
Oct. 16 at 9:45 p.m. five indi-
viduals assaulted two male 
employees inside a Taco 
Bell on 97-01 Atlantic Ave. 
The men stabbed the two 
employees after they asked 
the group not to sit on the 
counters in the restaurant, 
the NYPD said. A 21-year-old 
employee suffered bruising 
to his face and body, while a 
22-year-old worker had  two 
stab wounds to his torso and 
was taken to Jamaica Hospi-
tal in serious but stable con-
dition, police said. 

The suspects, all between 
22 and 28 years old, fled east-
bound on Atlantic Avenue 
in a black SUV and were 
dropped off near Jamaica 
Avenue and 132nd Street. 

Police described the first 

suspect as a Hispanic wom-
an. She was last seen wear-
ing a black sweater, blue 
jeans and black sneakers. 

The second suspect is a 
black male who was wearing 
a dark-colored baseball cap, 
black hooded sweater, black 
pants and white sneakers. 

The third suspect is a 
Hispanic male last seen 
wearing a white baseball 
cap, black sweater, a red 
shirt, black pants and black 
sneakers.

The fourth suspect is 
a Hispanic male  who was 
wearing a black and white 
baseball cap, a black sweat-
er, black pants and white 
sneakers. 

The fifth suspect, Erick-
son Cepeda, 25,  was arrest-
ed Oct. 26 and charged with 
gang assault, police said. 

Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident is 
asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477)
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Rego Park man with a 
history of violence against 
Muslims is headed to prison 
for his 2012 vicious attack on 
a man entering a mosque in 
Kew Gardens Hills. 

Bernhard Laufer, 59, was 
convicted of attempted mur-
der as a hate crime, attempted 
assault as a hate crime, and 
weapon possession Monday 
after a 2-1/2-week trial, the 
Queens district attorney said.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Barry Schwartz was 
scheduled to sentence Laufer 
Dec. 14, when he will face up to 
25 years in prison.

According to trial testi-
mony, on Nov. 16, 2012 Laufer 
vandalized the Masjid- Al Saa-
liheen Mosque on 72-55 Kisse-
na Blvd. by smashing the door 
and breaking the door handle 
with a stone, Brown said. Lat-
er that day, and the following 
day, Laufer called the mosque 
multiple times, leaving threat-
ening voice mails. On Nov. 18, 
2012, at 4:50 a.m., Laufer fol-
lowed Bashir Ahmad, 57, up the 

stairs that led into the mosque 
and as Ahmad was unlocking 
the door, Laufer stabbed him 
in the head, Brown said. 

When Ahmad turned, 
Laufer continued to attack Ah-
mad, biting his nose and stab-
bing him in the back, leg and 
thumb, the DA said. Ahmad 
was later taken to the hospital 
to treat his injuries. 

According to trial re-
cords, Laufer left his glasses 
at the scene. DNA evidence 
was found on the glasses that 
matched Laufer, according 
to the DA. Investigators were 
also able to trace the threat-
ening phone calls made days 
before the attack to Laufer’s 
home phone, Brown said.

“Crimes fueled by hate 
will never be tolerated here 
in Queens County - the most 
diverse urban area in the en-
tire nation,” Brown said. “A 
jury weighed all the evidence 
in this case and within hours 
convicted the defendant of a 
hate crime for the vicious at-
tempted murder of a Muslim 
man. The defendant has prov-
en himself a danger to society 

and warrants a lengthy incar-
ceration.”

This was not Laufer’s first 
brush with the law. In 2015 
Laufer was sentenced to three 
years of supervised release 
and six months of home con-
finement after pleading guilty 
to sending death threats to 
employees of the Washington 
advocacy group, Council on 
American Islamic Relations. 
He threatened Executive Di-
rector Nihad Awad and other 
CAIR staff with significant 
bodily harm and death, ac-
cording to the criminal com-
plaint filed by the Justice De-
partment. 

Laufer faced a maximum 
sentence of five years in feder-
al prison for the email threats.  
At the time Laufer had already 
spent 13 months in federal cus-
tody for his arrest in the Kew 
Gardens mosque attack and 
was sentenced based on time 
served. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

The crime scene at 72-55 Kissena Blvd. where Bashir Ahmad was stabbed and assualted by Bernhard Laufer 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Police are looking for these four people in connection with an assault 
on two workers at a fast food restaurant on Atlantic Avenue.  NYPD

Police search for four  
in Taco Bell stabbing

Mosque attack verdict
Rego Park man faces 25 years for 2012 incident
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 150 LGBT advo-
cates and local faith leaders 
joined city Commission on 
Human Rights Commissioner 
Carmelyn P. Malalis for a vigil 
last week to remember the 26 
transgender individuals mur-
dered in 2016, the most violent 
year on record in the city for 
the transgender community.  

The event, held on Baxter 
Street in Elmhurst, marked 
“Transgender Week of Remem-
brance” and featured prayers 
for the victims and a reading 
of their names, testimonies by 
prominent transgender activ-
ists, and a speech by Malalis 
doubling down on the city’s 
commitment to fight bigotry 
and discrimination against 
transgender New Yorkers.

“Violence and hate have no 
place in New York City,” Mala-
lis said. “This week as we re-
member the 26 transgender 
individuals we have lost this 
year, I call on every New York-
er to stand up against hatred, 

fear, discrimination and do 
their part to protect the most 
vulnerable amongst us.”

This year the Commission 
on Human Rights has stepped 
up investigations into gender 
identity discrimination to 
help all those who have been 

victimized in the workplace, 
in housing, and public spaces 
just for being transgender. 
More than 50,000 transgender 
individuals call New York City 
home and many live in Jack-
son Heights and Elmhurst.

“Now more than ever, we 

must band together as one 
city and protect our friends, 
family, and neighbors from 
violence,” Malalis said. “If you 
witness discrimination, say 
something, intervene, or call 
for help. Everyone deserves 
respect and dignity, and has a 

right to be free from violence. 
Together, we can make sure 
that every New Yorker feels 
safe and protected.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

LGBT advocates and community leaders honor the transgender victims 
of bigotry and discrimination. Courtesy NYC Commission of Human Rights

Elmhurst vigil remembers transgender victims
City Commission of Human Rights singles out 26 individuals lost to hate and violence in 2016
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The NYPD’s Hate Crimes 

Task Force is investigating 
a possible bias crime that oc-
curred Saturday night in Long 
Island City in which a group 
of three white men attacked a 
Muslim teenager. The 17-year-
old was sitting outside 21-35 
21st St.just after 7 p.m. when 
the assailants approached and 
one yelled, “I don’t want no 
Muslims (expletive) sitting on 
this bench,” according to an 
NYPD spokeswoman.

A scuffle ensued and one 
of the men struck the victim 
with a bottle to the face, police 
said. The victim was taken 
to Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where he was listed in stable 
condition with an eye injury. 

The attack comes after two 
other bias incidents in western 
Queens. On Nov. 17, a Muslim 
Uber driver recorded hateful 
remarks directed towards his 
religion by another driver at 
the intersection of Crescent 
Street and 41st Avenue and 
on Nov. 11 at the 30th Avenue 
N/W subway station in Asto-
ria, two swastikas were drawn 

on the wall.
State Sen. Michael Gianaris 

(D-Astoria) joined civil rights 
groups near the intersection 
on 41st Avenue Tuesday and 
called for action.

“This is in the most toler-
ant and diverse corner of the 
world that these things are 
happening,” Gianaris said. “If 
these things are happening 
right here in Queens, in New 
York City, you can imagine it 
is happening elsewhere. We’ve 
seen an outbreak since the 
presidential elections where 
bigots are feeling empowered 
and we have a president-elect 
who is doing little or noth-
ing to slow it down or speak 
against these attacks while he 
has no problem talking about 
Broadway shows offending 
him. He doesn’t say anything 
about the fact that people are 
enciting hatred.”

Gianaris shared remarks 
from Chris Cody, an adjunct 
professor at St. John’s Univer-
sity who speaks Arabic and 
was a passenger of the Uber 
driver after the incident. The 
driver Mohhamed had cap-
tured the abusive, obscenity-

filled trirade from a white 
man in a white SUV shouting, 
“Trump is president, [exple-
tive]! You you can kiss your 
[expletive] visa goodbye, scum-
bag.” he said. “They’ll deport 
you soon. Don’t worry, you 
[expletive] terrorist.”

The incident was not re-
ported to the 114th Precinct, 
according to Deputy Inspec-
tor Peter Fortune. City Coun-
cilman Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said, “Any New 
Yorker who is the victim of ha-
rassment and discrimination 
shouldn’t be afraid to make a 
report through official chan-
nels so that we have a record to 
fight against this intolerance.”

Mohammed sent Cody 
the video. Cody passed it to 
a friend, a Woodside actor 
named Karim Metwaly who 
posted a clip on his Facebook 
fan page. That video has been 
viewed more than 3 million 
times.

While Metwaly could not 
be reached for comment, Gia-
naris shared Cody’s remarks.

“In short, I felt ashamed as 
a New Yorker and as an Ameri-

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The annual Immigration 

Resource Fair at the Flush-
ing Library was a little dif-
ferent this year, with a Speak 
Out session for those worried 
about the new administration 
coming to the White House on 
Inauguration Day. Borough 
President Melinda Katz host-
ed the session, which turned 
into an open mic for leaders 
from immigrant organiza-
tions throughout Queens to 
discuss the issues facing the 
people they serve.

The Immigration Re-
source Fair is organized by 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Katz to give 
immigrants the assistance 
they need, such as legal ad-
vice and filing citizenship 
paperwork. This year the 
phrase on Katz’s lips was 
“Queens has your back.”

“Although this is an an-
nual, long-planned event, 
this year’s seems to have 
become even more timely in 
light of recent events and the 
current climate,” Katz said. 
“In addition to a free, on-site 
legal clinic, as well as direct, 
one stop access to over 30 
organizations and agencies, 
we’ve incorporated a public 
Speak Out session, a space 
for people to share their can-
did thoughts.”

Naheed Bahram from the 
Women for Afghan Women 
said many recent immigrants 
in her program voted for the 
first time on Nov. 8 and were 
deeply disheartened by the 
results. Many of the Muslim 
women have reported to Bah-
ram fear of leaving the house 
wearing their hijab.

Her program educates 
women on the U.S. Constitu-

BY BILL PARRY

Just days after the NYPD’s 
Hate Crimes Task Force 
launched an investigation into 
a homophobic death threat 
received by City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), the openly gay Council 
majority leader led more than 
a thousand protesters across 
the Queensboro Bridge to 
Trump Tower Saturday. Van 
Bramer said he received the 
threatening e-mail Nov. 17, a 
day after more than 700 com-
munity members packed the 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices center to discuss pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump’s 
xenophobic rhetoric and what 
to do about “things which 
have been explicitly promised 
and threatened by Trump and 
Pence.”

Vice president-elect Mike 

Pence has stood against ex-
panding rights for gay and les-
bian couples and his support 
for electro-shock conversion 
therapy as treatment for gays 
has outraged the LGBT com-
munity. Van Bramer’s office 
sent out an e-mail blast Nov. 

17 reminding his constituents 
of the march and a half hour 
later, he received the threat 
just after 3:30 p.m. from an 
unknown source, according to 
the NYPD.

“Rest of the people from 

A video of an anti-Muslim tirade on Crescent Street in Long Island City 
goes viral on social media as bias incidents surge after Election Day.

Deputy Inspector John Travaglia (2nd from l) and his officers from the 
108th Precinct had planned to walk with Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
during Saturday's anti-Trump march before he received a homophobic 
death threat. Photo by Michael Shain 

Flushing immigrants 
‘Speak Out’ at event

Van Bramer death threat
investigated as hate crime

Bias incidents on rise in Astoria, LIC
Gianaris, civil rights groups alarmed by hostile climate following Donald Trump’s election

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY

The City Council, look-
ing for ways to make the city 
greener, voted unanimously 
on a measure that creates a 
pilot program for electric car 
charging stations in public 
areas and municipal parking 
lots. The program will encour-
age the use of electric vehicles 
and help reduce carbon emis-
sions citywide.

According to a Mayor’s Of-
fice of Sustainability study, 

almost 25 percent of the city’s 
total greenhouse gas emis-
sions come from the over two 
million vehicles. 

“With an incoming presi-
dential administration that 
has pledged to undo our na-
tion’s efforts to combat cli-
mate change, cities and local 
governments must now lead 
the way on protecting our en-
vironment,” the bill’s spon-
sor, City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
said. “New York has already 

been a worldwide role model 
in sustainability and we must 
continue to keep this work a 
top priority.”

The two-year pilot will con-
sist of charging stations at up 
to 25 locations across the city, 
with at least two of the stations 
in each of the five boroughs. 
The city Department of Trans-
portation will post the loca-
tion of the charging stations 
online.

An advisory committee 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The confrontation between 
Airbnb and New York City 
continues to fester, as hosts 
who list rentals await the 
possible enforcement of a law 
banning the advertisement of 
short-term rentals within the 
five boroughs.

There are 3,657 Airbnb ac-
tive listings in Queens as of 
Nov. 1, according to a report 
released from Airbnb, includ-
ing listings for entire homes, 
as well as private rooms or 
shared spaces. 

 Gov. Andrew Cuomo ap-
proved legislation in late Oc-
tober barring hosts from ad-
vertising units for less than 30 
days if those hosts are not in 
the building with the guests. 
The fees can range as high 

as $7,500, and Airbnb subse-
quently sued Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, state Attorney General 

Eric Schneiderman and the 
city of New York to overturn 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) announced that 
Queens College would be re-
ceiving a  nearly $1 million 
federal grant for its STEM 
program, an initiative to 
improve and expand the col-
lege’s capacity to serve His-
panic and other low-income 
students. 

The funds are meant to 
help more Hispanic students 
graduate with majors in 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathemat-
ics). According to the pro-
gram Hispanic students are 
currently the largest minor-
ity group in the public school 
system, but they score lower 
than the national averages 
on math and science achieve-
ment test and enroll in lower 
levels. Hispanics only make 
up 2 percent of the STEM 
workforce while 20 percent of 
the country’s youth popula-
tion is Hispanic. 

“STEM plays an impor-
tant role in our city, state and 
nation and will continue to do 
so in the future,” Meng said. 
“It is crucial that we attract 
students to the STEM fields, 
especially traditionally un-
derrepresented students, in 
order to meet the demand for 
STEM skills, and these feder-
al funds will help accomplish 
that here in our borough. I 
thank Queens College for all 
its efforts in STEM, and I’m 
thrilled to deliver the good 
news about these critical 
funds.”

The $968,562 in funds 
were allocated by the U.S De-
partment of Education. The 
project is renewable annual-
ly for up to five years, with a 

projected budget totaling $5.6 
million. According to the De-
partment of Education, col-
leges in the United States are 
not producing enough STEM 
graduates to meet workforce 
demands. 

“This is a very innovative 
and transformational grant 
opportunity that will spark 
great growth in our STEM 
enrollment,” Queens Col-
lege President Félix V. Ma-
tos Rodríguez said. “And the 
beauty of this Hispanic-serv-
ing institution’s grant is that 
it will help all students—not 
just Latinos and low-income 
students—because the curric-
ular changes and programs 
developed will be open to all 
students here and at Queens-
borough. I am proud to say 
that our efforts at promoting 
the STEM fields at the college 
have already been rewarded, 
as over a third of our current 
undergraduates major in 
these important fields, and of 
those students, over half are 
minority students.”

The program will involve 
24,000 students over the next 
five years at Queens College 
and Queensborough Com-
munity College, which both 
serve a significant number of 
Hispanics (26 percent of stu-
dents at Queens College are 
Hispanic, and 32 percent at 
Queensborough Community 
College) and lower income 
students (39 percent of stu-
dents at Queens College are 
lower income, 49 percent at 
Queensborough.)

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Councilman Costa Constantinides announces his bill to encourage more use of electric cars won unanimous 
support in the City Council Courtesy Constantinides' office

Queens College is awarded a nearly $1 million federal grant.  
Courtesy of Queens College

Demonstrators express their support for Airbnb outside of Gov. Cuomo's 
New York office in October. Photo by Frank Franklin II/AP

Airbnb faces law’s enforcement

Queens College gets 
$1M minority grant

Electric car breakthrough
Council passes bill to add charging stations in public places

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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FLIP

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After having to cancel its 2016-2017 
season, the Big Apple Circus has filed 
for bankruptcy. The beloved non-profit 
circus had focused its efforts on help-
ing young children through entertain-
ment since 1977 with performances in 
Cunningham Park in Fresh Meadows 
and Lincoln Center in Manhattan. 

 Besides setting up their red-top 
tents that seated up to 1,700 for shows, 
Big Apple brought the circus to more 
than 250,000 children in hospitals 
around the country, with its members 
performing “clown rounds.”

Big Apple announced Monday that 
the organization decided to file under 
Chapter 11 for protection from its cred-
itors. The circus intends to continue 
operating some of its community pro-
grams, which may be transferred to 
other non-profit organizations and sell 
some of its assets. In the meantime, the 
circus hopes to be able to restart the 
one-ring show with new financial sup-
port or through the sale of the circus to 
an interested buyer. 

The organization listed $8.3 million 
in debts and $3.8 million in liabilities.

The circus initially ran into finan-
cial trouble in 2008 following the na-
tional recession. The circus relied on 
Wall Street as a benefactor, providing 
up to $1 million a year in funds for an-
nual corporate entertainment, which 
helped to keep the circus going. Events 
like Hurricane Sandy, the Boston 
Marathon bombing and the Atlanta 
ice storm kept people from attending 
shows, lowering ticket sales and en-

larging Big Apple’s deficit.
Last summer Big Apple turned 

to an online campaign to raise some 
money with donations ranging up to 
$50,000, and the Big Apple principals 
also hoped that an emergency fund-
raiser would get the attention of big do-
nors. To their surprise, no one stepped 
up. They raised only $900,000, far short 
of their $2 million goal, which would 
have allowed the circus to continue 
staging its shows in New York City. 

The circus was founded by jugglers 
Paul Binder and Michael Christensen, 
who brought their act from England to 
the States. They started the non-profit 
as a mission to entertain and improve 
the lives of millions. Throughout the 
years Big Apple performances present-
ed acrobats, clowns and animal acts 
that featured dogs and horses instead 
of the wild tigers and elephants found 
in most circuses, including Ringling 
Brothers.

Big Apple Circus Executive Direc-
tor Will Maitland Weiss is still hopeful 
that the show will go on. 

“We are eternally grateful for the 
support provided by audiences and 
donors over almost 40 years,” Weiss 
said. “And to all of the artists, crew, 
staff, and Clown Doctors who have pro-
vided joy, wonder, and inspiration to 
so many. Thanks to the amazing board 
members who are with us still.  We are 
working to ensure that the spirit of the 
Big Apple Circus will live on.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Big Apple Circus has sought bankruptcy protection after canceling its current performance 
season.

Big Apple Circus 
fi les for bankruptcy
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Relieve Pain.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET
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Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Department of 
Corrections will pro-
mote absentee voting for 
jailed individuals, many 
of whom are not aware of 
their eligibility to vote. 
The increased attention 
will come due to legisla-
tion signed by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and sponsored 
by Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica).

The bill will provide 
assistance for individu-
als who are incarcerated 
prior to trial, as well as 
those serving misde-
meanor sentences. Indi-
viduals in jail who have 
not yet been convicted of 
a crime, as well as con-
victed individuals who 
have completed their in-
carceration and parole 
are eligible to vote, ac-
cording to the New York 
Civil Liberties Union. 
Wills praised the Nov. 
16 signing of the legisla-
tion.

“Although Introduc-

tion 464-A does not rep-
resent a cure-all for the 
disenfranchisement of 
the incarcerated, it is a 
significant step towards 
achieving greater equal-
ity for those who are too 
poor to arrange bail and 
cast their ballot at their 
actual poll site,” Wills 
said. “We must continue 
to work towards ending 
the disenfranchisement 
of the nearly 100,000 in-
dividuals in New York 
state who have a felony 
conviction.” 

The legislation re-
quires the DOC to pro-
vide detainees with ab-
sentee ballot applications 
and to forward them to 
the New York City Board 
of Elections no later than 
two weeks before an elec-
tion. It will go into effect 
90 days after its signing.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Wills touts right 
to vote for jailed 

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

Councilman Ruben Wills sponsored legislation to improve 
jailed individuals' access to voting information and ballots. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Weigh in on the issues that matter to 
Queens by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

More than 500 people 
gathered outside of Nu Clean 
cleaners in St. Albans Satur-
day for the street renaming 
in honor of the late A Tribe 
Called Quest rapper, Malik 
‘Phife Dawg’ Taylor.  The site 
at 192nd Street and Linden 
Boulevard is now also Malik 
“Phife Dawg” Taylor Way.

The atmosphere was posi-
tive and celebratory as fans 
sang along to the group’s clas-
sic songs while holding  up 
signs and album art. A large 
portion of the fans were from 
St. Albans, with others came 
from all over the city. There 
was even a couple who drove 
all the way from Indiana to 
make it to the event. 

A Tribe Called Quest is 
widely known as one of the most 
influential hip-hop groups of 
all time. The rap group began 
in 1985 in St. Albans, with its 
four original members Q-Tip, 
Phife Dawg, Jarobi White and 
Ali Shaheed Muhammad. The 
group became incredibly suc-
cessful after the release of 
their debut album ‘People’s 
Instinctive Travels and the 
Paths of Rhythm’ in 1990. Phife 
Dawg was a stand-out member, 
known for his great lyricism. 
Taylor died in March of kid-
ney failure.  He had suffered 
from type-2 diabetes since the 

1990s even referring to himself 
in “Oh My God”as a “funky 
diabetic” His condition wors-
ened through the years and he 
received a kidney transplant 
from his wife in 2008. 

The event was a huge cel-
ebration of Taylor’s life.

White addressed the crowd 
telling them that they were 
not there by chance and that it 
was all divine. He said it was 
no coincidence that after 18 
years with no album, their lat-
est EP debuted at No. 1. In “We 
Got It From Here... Thank You 
4 Your Service,” Phife Dawg 
makes posthumous appear-
ances. He also said the sur-
prisingly good weather meant 
all was in their favor. Rappers 
Q-Tip and Busta Rhymes also 
addressed the crowd, telling 
stories of their upbringing in 
St. Albans and how it shaped 
who they are today. Taylor’s 
mother, Cheryl Boyce-Taylor, 
told childhood stories about 
Taylor and how he was a mis-
chievous child who also en-
joyed going to church. In addi-
tion to the tributes, poetry was 
recited in Taylor’s honor. 

The street renaming came 
one day before Taylor’s birth-
day, Nov. 20.  He would have 
been 46 years old. 

At the event were former 
friends who knew Taylor. Milt 
Shake, a former dancer who 
had photos of performing at  

Syracuse University, thought 
it was amazing to see St. Al-
bans’ own be honored. 

“It means a lot to us,” he 
said, “especially for those who 
grew up in St. Albans and love 
hip hop.  It’s amazing to see 
one of us make it like this.” 

Councilman  Daneek Mill-
er (D-St. Albans) was instru-
mental in getting the street 
renamed.

“It is an honor to be able 
to pay tribute to Malik “Phife 
Dawg” Taylor and A Tribe 
Called Quest,” Miller said. 
“They have continued the in-
credible musical culture of 
southeast Queens with a mes-
sage through hip hop that 
transcended a generation, 
while also representing us 
with the dignity and respect 
as international ambassadors. 
They never forgot where they 
came from, and now all that 
pass by will know of Phife’s 
Tribes and their contributions 
to American culture.”

He added, “I would like to 
thank the Taylor family,  Q-
Tip and Jarobi White, and the 
community for helping us to 
celebrate this legacy.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Fans hold up signs at Phife Dawg street renaming in St. Albans. More photos on Page 34. 
Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez

Assemblyman Francisco Moya fields a question from one of the many 
Corona residents who took part in his quality of life town hall meet-
ing. Courtesy Moya's office

Moya hosts town hall
for Corona residents

Phife Dawg honored
Street renaming ceremony celebrates the late rapper

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of Corona resi-
dents packed into the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post # 
150 last week for a town hall 
meeting hosted by state As-
semblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights). Repre-
sentatives of the Department 
of Transportation, the De-
partment of Health and Men-
tal Hygiene, the state Liquor 
Authority, the 110th Precinct 
and Community Board 4 were 
all on hand to answer ques-
tions and discuss steps that 
can be taken to improve the 
community’s quality of life.

“Not only do we get the 
opportunity to let our neigh-
bors know what’s happen-
ing in the neighborhood and 
what their elected officials 
are in the process of doing 
to help their quality of life, 
but, more importantly, we get 
to hear from them on what 
issues they have, what con-
cerns them the greatest, and 
even offer suggestions that 
may help,” Moya said. “I’m 
incredibly thankful to every-
one who participated in the 
panel’s Q&A session, because 
it took community engage-
ment to the next level, offer-
ing residents the opportunity 
to ask specialists across a 
broad spectrum of expertise 
whatever questions they may 
have.”

Moya discussed enforcing 
his Curbstoning bill with the 
NYPD to tow illegally sold 
cars which take up already 
scarce parking spaces, and 
discussed how these unli-
censed dealers often sell cars 
in dangerous or poor condi-
tion to unsuspecting buyers. 
He also elaborated on the re-
cently negotiated 111th Street 
plan with the DOT, which 

will increase safety along the 
road and create a bike lane 
without the extreme parking 
and traffic lane sacrifices of 
the original plan.

“From safety initiatives 
to state-of-good repair efforts 
like roadway resurfacing, As-
semblyman Moya’s town hall 
is a welcomed opportunity to 
get insights on the vital role 
streets and sidewalks play 
in enhancing neighborhood 
experiences,” DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Ni-
cole Garcia said. “Hearing 
directly from residents and 
business owners will inform 
the important work DOT does 
to improve residents’ quality 
of life in Queens and across 
the city.”

Moya also addressed the 
proliferation of bars and li-
quor stores along Roosevelt 
Avenue with the State Liquor 
Authority. Residents were 
quick to mention the fre-
quency of late night parties 
as well.  The 110th Precinct 
explained they were tak-
ing steps to approach repeat 
offenders during daytime 
hours, which they explained 
was a more successful pre-
ventative approach.

“I believe it is very impor-
tant that the agencies hear 
directly from the community 
the complaints and sugges-
tions we have been voicing to 
the assemblyman and other 
officials,” Corona resident 
Damian Vargas said. “While 
there was a great turnout at 
the meeting, true success 
would be to follow up with the 
agencies to see that they are 
in fact addressing the many 
reasonable concerns that 
were voiced.”

As the population growth 
of Corona has exploded in re-

Continued on Page 48
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Blotter
JAMAICA — A truck struck the 

front of an MTA bus in Jamaica Mon-
day, sending 15 passengers to the hos-
pital with minor injuries, according to 
the MTA.

The incident occurred at 11:55 a.m., 
at the intersection of Waltham Street 
and 106 Avenue. The MTA said the 
truck ran a stop sign on 106th, hitting 
the front doors of the bus. All of the in-
juries were non-threatening, according 
to the MTA, and 16 customers refused 

medical attention. The bus operator 
was also taken to the hospital.

The truck was operated by a driver 
for Metropolitan Lumber and Hard-
ware, according to the New York Post. 
The paper reported that the driver 
alleged he was slowly pulling into 
Waltham Street when the speeding bus 
driver crashed into him. Metropolitan 
Lumber runs a lumberyard in Jamai-
ca, at the corner of Merrick Boulevard 
and 108th Road.

SUNNYSIDE—Police were search-
ing for a suspect wanted in a Sunny-
side burglary. 

According to police, on Oct. 26 at 
7:05 p.m. a suspect removed a safe 
containing $5,000 from Sabrina’s Play 
Studio on 52-07 Queens Blvd. The sus-
pect fled on foot westbound on Queens 
Blvd. 

Police described the suspect as 
a white male between 40 to 50 years 
old. He was last seen wearing a dark-
colored jacket with a hood, black jeans, 
and a hat. He was seen carrying a safe, 
police said. 

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this missing is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
800-577-TIPS

ASTORIA - An 88-year-old Astoria 
man was struck and killed on 23rd Av-
enue at 33rd Street last Friday night, 
according to police. Savas Maounis 
was crossing the street around 12:30 
p.m. when he was hit by a 1999 green 
Ford Econoline van travelling south-
bound on 33rd Street.

The driver of the van made a left 
turn to go eastbound on 23rd Avenue 

when he struck the victim who was at-
tempting to cross in the crosswalk. Of-
ficers from the 114th Precinct respond-
ed to a 911 call and discovered Maounis 
with trauma to the head and body.

He was taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center where he was pronounced dead 
on Saturday, Nov. 19.

The driver remained at the scene 
and the investigation was ongoing.

Truck and MTA bus crash in Jamaica

Police seek suspect in Sunnyside burglary

Elderly man struck and killed by motorist in 

The man in this photo is wanted for ques-
tioning in connection with a burglary 
which occurred in the 108th Precinct. 

Courtesy NYPD

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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sure that New York City 
airports provide jobs 
that help build up our 
communities.”

Sanders stood with 
the workers and prom-
ised to continue being 
an ally for them in the 
future.

“I have long been a 
supporter of TWU Local 
100 and its tireless efforts 
to ensure that transpor-
tation employees are 

paid fairly, work under 
safe conditions and are 
treated with dignity and 
respect.” Sanders said. 
“Our trains, buses and 
airports could not func-
tion without the great 
men and women of TWU 
Local 100. I am proud to 
be a part of their first 
Airport Food, Beverage, 
and Retail Service Work-
ers Conference. I wel-
come them to the com-

munity and look forward 
to continuing to work 
with them to address is-
sues like raising labor 
standards and improv-
ing worker protections.”

Jose Maldonado, the 
secretary treasurer of 
Unitehere Local 100, be-
lieves that the conference 
is just the beginning of a 
bigger movement.

“We want to ensure 
that the conversation 

will not stop here,” Jose 
Maldonado said. “We 
will be following up with 
workers and their elect-
ed officials. This is not a 
one-time event but rath-
er a piece of a continuing 
conversation and move-
ment.” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Local union work-
ers held a conference 
in Richmond Hill this 
weekend to discuss the 
struggles of working in 
the airport industry. 

TWU Local 100, a 
union that represents 
15,000 union members in 
cafeterias, restaurants 
and airports, including 
Kennedy and LaGuardia, 
hosted the conference 
that focused on working 
conditions, worker safe-
ty and minimum wage. 
Also at the Saturday con-
ference were state Sen. 
James Sanders Jr. (D- 
South Ozone Park), state 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and  state Assemblyman 
Franscisco Moya (D- 
Jackson Heights) 

According to Local 
100, New York airports 
are a vital part of rev-
enue for the city, at-
tracting big businesses, 
boosting tourism and 

driving trade. They said 
although JFK and La-
Guardia airports are 
growing, thousands of 
the workers do not make 
a living wage, on average 
earning about $21,000 a 
year. In New York City 
that is below the pov-
erty line and not nearly 
enough to even cover the 
average cost of rent. 

The union workers 
were poised and spoke 
about their individual 
experiences, explain-
ing  that they are an im-
portant segment of the 
New York economy and 
should be shown more 
respect. They were hope-
ful that by organizing 
in large numbers they 
could make their voices 
heard. 

“This is a constant 
battle,” said Maria Camp-
so, a worker for OTG food 
services at LaGuardia. 
“But with my co-workers 
by my side I know that 
we will not stop doing ev-
erything we can to make 

Senator James Sanders stands with airport workers  
Photo courtesy of Unite Here!

TWU Local 100 discuss conditions at JFK

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2016 NYU School of Professional Studies.
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It’s time, Gentlemen, to lay down your swords and 
end the skirmishes that have divided the city and 
state despite their shared goals.

Now that Donald Trump has scored his upset vic-
tory and surrounded himself with several key advis-
ers whose public agenda threatens New York values, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and Mayor Bill de Blasio must 
make peace.

New York City, and Queens in particular, can no 
longer afford to have our vital interests imperiled 
by two talented men engaged in a power struggle 
over how the city should be run. The origins of their 
feud are obscure, but several state lawmakers from 
Queens have said publicly the warring between the 
two has hurt this borough.

Case in point: After de Blasio agreed to a property 
tax program to spur development of affordable hous-
ing, Cuomo called the plan “unacceptable,” choking 
off the building of cheaper rental apartments as the 
homeless crisis worsened. Now the governor is try-
ing resurrect the mayor’s original plan.

City Hall, desperate to find shelter for the homeless, 
outraged residents in some Queens neighborhoods by 
renting motel rooms to house the dispossessed.

Despite the friction between the two, the gover-
nor and mayor have adopted the same strategy as the 
Trump presidency approaches: shield the immigrant 
population, fight hate crimes, stand up for women’s 
rights and same-sex marriage and take pride in the 
ethnic differences that have made both the city and 
the state a safe haven for millions.

Both men have been eloquent in their vows to de-
fend the inclusive New York way of life.

On Sunday Cuomo visited the Abyssinian Baptist 
Church in Harlem where he warned that the ugly di-
visiveness that followed the election has evolved into 
a national social crisis. He is setting up a police unit 
to combat the hate crimes that have erupted since 
the election. As the grandson of immigrants, an emo-
tional Cuomo said he had “a heavy heart.”

De Blasio went to Cooper Union Monday and 
spoke passionately about how New Yorkers share a 
common identity, pledging to lead a national move-
ment of resistance to protect New Yorkers from the 
new administration’s policies. 

The governor may have his eye on the White 
House and de Blasio is already running hard for a 
second term, buoyed by citywide opposition to the 
sudden Republican power shift in Washington.

But for all their talk of divisiveness, the governor 
and mayor must first look to themselves and stop the 
bickering as the people who elected them face an un-
certain future for New York.

TIME FOR A TRUCE

I attended the hastily put to-
gether rally in Diversity Plaza in 
Jackson Heights Dec. 9.

It was sponsored by City 
Council member Daniel Dromm 
and titled “Unity Trumps Hate.” 
Though it did not have a permit, 
the rally started off as a call for 
unity but then transformed into 
an anti-Trump forum. Dromm 
told of a story where a 7-year-old 
girl began crying when she mis-
takenly thought Donald Trump 
was going to visit her school.  
Dromm said the reason why the 
girl was upset was that she be-
lieved she would be deported. Of 
course, the crowd of about 200 ate 
this up like a free meal. What it 
did show was that kids as well as 

their parents were being mislead 
about the facts.

This continued to gravitate 
into more anti-Trump rhetoric.  
To have this hate rally on Vet-
erans Day was also lost on the 
crowd and not a word mentioned 
of this day.

Dromm should focus on the 
problems of his district and less 
on stirring the emotions of people 
to hate. First clean up Diversity 
Plaza, which is nothing more than 
a pigsty. The filth from the thou-
sands of pigeons and their drop-
pings to the loitering vagrants 
have brought crime to the area 
and lowered the quality of life.  
Stop calling the people opposed 
to the Pan Am Shelter racists and 

address the lack of transparency 
and communication between City 
Hall and your constituents.  Re-
spect and follow the vote of your 
community board of not wanting 
bike lanes along Queens Boule-
vard that have seriously impact-
ed the community. 

Donald Trump is the presi-
dent-elect, so get used to it.  Allow 
him the same opportunity that 
Barack Obama was given when 
he was elected president.  Work 
with Trump to turn this country 
around and make America great 
again.

Bill Kregler
Woodside

Focus on local problems,not Trump
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I see the spin machine 
aimed at pushing little La-
Guardia airport to its limits is 
trying to persuade us that the 
latest accident, the one involv-
ing now-VP-elect Mike Pence, 
was just a “rough landing.” 

It was more than that. It 
showed how LaGuardia’s run-
ways quickly flood in rain 
and it should serve as a warn-
ing to Gov. Cuomo and Sen. 
Chuck Schumer not to rely on 
PR from the airlines, FAA or 
“airport advocates” in mak-
ing upcoming decisions on 
LaGuardia. The Pence jetliner 
hydroplaned down the runway 
and was stopped only by a bed 
of concrete blocks at the end 
designed to halt a 50-ton jetlin-
er hurtling to doom dead in its 
tracks. A few more yards and 
Mr. Pence would have been in 
the drink. 

The reason the runways 
flood at postage-stamp sized 
LaGuardia is that 95 percent 

of the land is covered by ter-
minals, hangars, runways, 
taxiways, roads and parking. 
There isn’t much open space 
at LaGuardia so when there 
is heavy rain, as there was 
Oct. 27, the runways can flood.  
(The 95 percent figure comes 
from an FAA report.)  

This is the second time in 
two years that there has been 
an accident in severe weather, 
the last occurred when a Delta 
jetliner landed in a snowstorm 
(“Thor”) and wound up hang-
ing over a berm above Flush-
ing Bay. Winter is a problem 
for LaGuardia’s runways be-
cause they have been extended 
over the bay on pilings; as the 
temperature falls to freezing 
aircraft may encounter two 
different surfaces on the same 
runway. These were the condi-
tions when “Thor” struck on 
March 6, 2015, and Delta 1086 
went skittering down Runway 
13 in a near whiteout. 

My question is, why wasn’t 
LaGuardia closed during these 
bad weather events?

One answer is that there 
is a lot of pressure to keep La-
Guardia running at or above 
peak capacity—pressure from 
the airlines, because bigger 
planes mean more money; 
pressure from the FAA, be-
cause it desperately wants 
to show it knows how to fly 
right, pressure from Port Au-
thority to keep Gov. Cuomo’s 
high-priced, high-risk rede-
velopment project at LaGuar-
dia on a very tight construc-
tion and financing schedule, 
not to mention pressure from 
our hometown “airport advo-
cates,” Global Gateway Alli-
ance. 

Or as I like to think of 
them, Global Gimme Alliance, 
funded by real estate devel-
oper Joe Sitt and operated by 
the politically connected Steve 
Sigmund, who knows how 

things work in Albany and 
Washington.  (VP Joe Biden’s 
remark that LaGuardia was 
a “third world” facility was a 
plant by GGA—it came from 
an article written by two GGA 
people. And what would Joe 
Biden know about LaGuardia? 
Only what he sees from in-
side a limo that is hightailing 
through traffic, possibly the 
only time anyone really makes 
it from LaGuardia to Manhat-
tan in 20 minutes anymore. 
But I digress.) 

This hydra-headed public 
relations juggernaut is in the 
business of persuading the 
public, the press and our poli-
ticians that more can always 
be squeezed out of LaGuar-
dia, more passengers, bigger 
planes, just leave it to them.  
Build us a new terminal, pro-
vide free bus rides, how about 
a casino license? The list is 
pretty long and they get just 
about everything they want. 

The rationale is always the 
same—New York City needs 
the business! Think of the 
jobs, the billions that LaGuar-
dia brings in.  When they talk 
about the benefits they remind 
me of that astronomer guy - 
Carl Sagan? - “billions and bil-
lions of stars!”, our advocates 
get similarly glassy-eyed about 
“billions of dollars”.  

To hear them tell it, NYC 
owes its livelihood to LaGuar-
dia. Just to put this in perspec-
tive, LaGuardia accounts for 
less than 1 percent of all daily 
travel in NYC by rail, bus or 
air.  If you counted car pas-
sengers, LaGuardia would be 
a mere rounding error in our 
giant urban transportation 
network. 

 (Part II of this letter will 
appear in the next edition)

Peter Rutledge
Bayside 

In creating a Republican 
form of government non-
existent at the time, while 
our founding fathers did not 
agree on everything, they 
were uniformly intelligent. 
They created three branches 
of government: the executive, 
legislative and judiciary. They 
recognized the executive and 
legislative would be political 
in nature, but not the judi-
ciary, which should adhere 
to the law impartially, free of 
ideological and political inter-
ference.

To make sure that would be 
the case, the federal judiciary 
were given lifetime tenure 
except in cases of unethical 

conduct. For most of the time 
since its inception, the federal 
judiciary functioned quite 
well as envisioned. Indeed, 
there were times when a per-
son nominated to the Supreme 
Court did not even appear be-
fore the Senate, which judged 
that person’s fitness by exam-
ining his legal and judicial 
scholarship.

Unfortunately, our U.S. 
Supreme Court is now on the 
verge of  becoming an ideologi-
cal and political court, con-
trary  to the intentions of our 
founding fathers and the fault 
rests squarely on the Republi-
can members of the Senate.

The members of the court 

are odd in number so as to 
avoid split decisions, which 
can at times cause uncertainty 
in application of the law. Upon 
the death of Antonin Scalia, 
President Obama as the sitting 
president was constitutionally 
required without undue delay 
to nominate a replacement. He 
fulfilled his constitutional ob-
ligation and nominated Mer-
rick Garland, chief judge of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia, a cen-
trist and one of the most quali-
fied persons ever nominated to 
sit on the court.

 Without any impartial con-
sidered thought, but strictly 
on political and ideological 

grounds, Mitch McConnell, 
the Republican Senate major-
ity leader, announced Garland 
would not even be given a 
hearing. McConnell’s absurd 
justification was that since 
Obama’s term in office was 
about to expire with an immi-
nent presidential election on 
the horizon, the choice for fill-
ing the vacancy left by Scalia’s 
death should be left to the peo-
ple whose voice will be heard 
at the election.

Taking McConnell’s words 
at their literal meaning, it is 
the “people” who should make 
the decision, the “people” 
having given Hillary Clinton 
over 1 million more popular 

votes than Donald Trump did 
speak in support of a Garland 
appointment to the Supreme 
Court.

Suffice it to say, McConnell, 
hell-bent on a political and ide-
ological Supreme Court, will 
ignore his own words, and 
let what should be a revered 
branch of our government  be 
dragged into a legal morass 
which would have shocked our 
founding fathers.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION

In the article “Fighting Addiction” from the Nov. 11-17 edition of the paper, Dr. Rebecca Schwartz is the correct 
name of the head of the study on Hurricane Sandy’s affect on mental health, not Michelle Schwartz.

Supreme Court battle puts politics ahead of justice

LaGuardia is being pushed past its limits
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

O
n November 8, 1939, the 
Queens-Midtown Tun-
nel was holed-through 
at 11:45 a.m., when 

Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia, 
dressed as a sandhog, set off a 
blast that pierced the last 6 feet 
of rock. Postmaster General 
James A. Farley and Queens 
Borough President George 
U. Harvey were among the 
dignitaries who spoke at the 
ceremonies at the Manhattan 
entrance to the tunnel. The 
Queens entrance was still un-
der construction. The tunnel 

opened to traffic Nov. 15, 1940.
The World’s Fair closed for 

the winter to the tune of “Auld 
Lang Syne” on the midway. 
The fair site would become 
a virtual ghost town, with 
a skeleton crew to care for 
its $157,000,000 splendor and 
1,216½ acres until it reopened 
on May 15, 1940. 

On Nov. 1, the Steinway 
Street bus route went into op-
eration at 2 AM in the morn-
ing, following ceremonies con-
ducted at Steinway Street and 
28 Avenue in Astoria. The new 
line signified the passing of the 
trolley-car from the Astoria-
Long Island City area with one 
exception—the short line over 
the Queensboro Bridge. Bor-
ough President George U. Har-

vey, members of the Steinway 
Street Merchants Association 
and the Astoria Heights Tax-
payers’ Association saw one 
of the new buses put through 
its paces. The bus followed the 
last Steinway trolley, and then 
passed it, thus demonstrating 
the flexibility and superiority 
of the bus over the trolley.

More than 400 homeowners 
packed the auditorium of PS 3, 
Forest Hills, and unanimously 
resolved to demand protection 
from the City Planning Board 
and the Board of Estimate 
against the further encroach-
ment of apartment buildings 
on their community of small 
homes. They charged that the 
suburban residential char-
acter of their neighborhood 
was doomed if construction of 
apartment buildings was al-
lowed to continue. These hom-
eowners were the spearhead of 
a borough-wide movement for 
new zoning restrictions.

The Blissville Legion Post 
condemned a move to rename 

North Beach Airport “La-
Guardia Airport,” after May-
or Fiorello LaGuardia. The 
Post was angry LaGuardia 
had refused to name a square 
in Woodside after the post. 
The Mayor’s secretary on the 
Army Board said LaGuardia 
would not allow a park or any 
section of the city to be named 
after a living person or organi-
zation. The post commander 
observed that the mayor evi-
dently was doing nothing to 
prevent city officials from 
naming an airport after him-
self. At the same time, the post 
commended Queens Borough 
President George U. Harvey 
for voting against a bill in-
troduced by Bronx Borough 
President Lyons to name the 
airport after the Mayor. 

On Nov. 2, the airport was 
renamed “Municipal Airport 
(LaGuardia Field)”, though 
Queens residents felt that the 
name should stay the same, 
since North Beach was known 
as an amusement park, or may-

be be changed to “Queens Air-
port” to reflect its location. Its 
name was not changed to “La-
Guardia Airport” until June 
1, 1947, when it was leased to 
the Port Authority.

A Star-Journal reporter in-
terviewed 82-year-old Captain 
Rueben Palmer on his house-
boat Idle Hour. The boat was 
beached on the shore of Flush-
ing Bay. Palmer, who used to 
sail around the harbor with 
his wife (who had died), had 
lived there for 20 years. Palm-
er seemed contented with his 
surroundings, which included 
kerosene lamps, a hand water 
pump and a ladder to the sec-
ond floor. He lived a solitary 
life, but was visited every Sun-
day by a friend from Corona, 
who brought him some food 
and tobacco. 

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

A
n elderly man comes 
into a bar and notices 
a lovely lady about his 
age having a drink by 

herself. He pulls up a stool, 
leans over and asks, “So … do I 
come here often?”

Sure, laugh. Or cry. Fact is, 
we’ll all be the lady or the man 
some day — god willing. In the 
meantime, we can tremble, 
or simply grab a copy of “Die 
Laughing: Killer jokes for 
newly old folks,” the new book 
by William Novak.

The cover shows a cane slip-
ping on a banana peel. But the 
real joke is on the rest of us 
who didn’t think of this great 
idea first. Novak, 68, is the au-
thor of 25 other books, and, by 
the way, father of B.J. Novak, 
writer, actor and executive pro-

ducer of “The Office,” on which 
he played Ryan Howard.

Papa Novak is best known 
as co-author of “ The Big Book 
of Jewish Humor .” But he says 
he was between books when 
he hurt his shoulder and had 
to go to physical therapy.

So he is stretching, ach-
ing and dealing with doctors 

when he realizes: This is not 
a unique experience. What 
the world needs is a joke book 
about the changes that eventu-
ally come to your body, your 
routine, your love life (!) and 
especially your short term 
memory:  

Doctor:  Mr. Jackson, your 
test results have come back, 
and I’m afraid I have a double-
dose of bad news.

Mr. Jackson: Just tell me. I 
can handle it.

Doctor: OK. You have 
cancer, and you also have Al-
zheimer’s.

Mr. Jackson: That’s ter-
rible. But at least I don’t have 
cancer!

So Novak started collect-
ing jokes. As he did, he real-
ized two things: First: No joke 

is ever told for the first time. 
Proof?

Two older men, acquain-
tances but not really friends, 
are sitting on a park bench. 
One turns to the other and 
says, “Remind me, was it you 
or your brother who died last 
winter?”

Novak says that when his 
friend told him that joke, he 
loved it and immediately de-
cided to include it. Then a few 
weeks later he was in Vermont 
and found “The World’s Old-
est Joke Book.” It was literally 
a book of kneeslappers from 
fourth century Greece — and 
it included the “you or your 
brother...?” joke.

But if there are no new 
jokes, what is eternally new is 
the strange sensation of hav-
ing been a young person but 
now gradually experiencing 
all the things you associate 
with old people.

To make some sense of this, 
Novak arranged the jokes into 
chapters on things like “Long 
marriages,” “New partners,” 
“Sex,” along with “Death” and  
its funnier counterpart, “The 

Afterlife.” 
So, sex?
Man in confessional: “Fa-

ther, I’m 82 years old. I have 
children and grandchildren, 
but last night I made love to a 
girl who’s 24. And not just once 
but twice!”

Priest: “Tell me, when was 
the last time you came to con-
fession?”

Man in confessional: 

“This is my first time. I’m Jew-
ish.”

Priest: “So why are you 
telling me?”

Man in confessional: 

“Telling you? I’m telling ev-
erybody!”

When I was reading these 
jokes, a strange thing hap-
pened to me: I heard them in 
my father’s voice.

That’s not just because my 
dad loved to tell jokes — to-
ward the end of his life “Got 
any new ones?” was what he 
asked me for most.

It’s because jokes them-
selves are almost an artifact of 
a dying era.

“Funny people these days, 
they do routines and many are 

terrific. But they’re not “Two 
guys walk into a bar,” accord-
ing to Novak.

“One of my goals is to pre-
serve the art of the joke, which 
I fear is leaving us,” he said.

The guys who’d grab a 
mic and rat-a-tat-tat, “My 
wife drove her car into the 
livingroom”-type  of gags 
aren’t here anymore. Where’d 
they go? Here’s a clue: 

Two old friends made a pact 
that whoever dies first would 
come back and tell the other 
what it’s like. So one day Pete 
gets a call from Richard, who 
died of a heart attack. Pete 
says, “What’s it like?” Richard 
tells him: 

“I start off with a big break-
fast. Then I have sex, and after 
that I lie in the sun. Then it’s 
time for lunch, followed by 
a nap and more sex until it’s 
time for dinner...”

Pete is thrilled. “I had no 
idea heaven would be like 
that!”

“Who said anything about 
heaven? I’m a bull in Wiscon-
sin.”

We should all be so lucky.

COLUMNS

A November of tunnels, buses and confl icts 

New joke book addresses ages-old issues
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

n
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T
he policy of the city to 
make hotels in residen-
tial communities into 
homeless shelters has 

moved from Elmhurst and 
Maspeth to Corona, Bellerose, 
Long Island City, Jamaica 
Hills and out to Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Nassau. The 
irate people of Maspeth have 
taken their battle against a 
homeless shelter in a Holi-
day Inn Express to the home 
of the owner in Oyster Bay, 
L.I. and to the home of the 
HRA Commissioner in Brook-
lyn. The Juniper Park Civic 
Association residents rent 
buses which take groups of 
people to march for a couple 
of hours chanting, blowing 

whistles and using air horns 
to announce their presence. A 
Nassau civic association even 
joined the marchers in Oyster 
Bay. Southeast Queens com-
munities are angry that they 
have so many hotel shelters.

The homeowners opposed 
to these homeless shelters 
are forming a coalition of 
civic groups from Queens and 
throughout New York City 
to fight these policies. Phil 
Wong, who lives near the Pan 
Am homeless shelter is on 
the board of the Queens Civic 
Congress and gives monthly 
reports to the member civic 
leaders. He and Sally Wang 
are slowly building a coalition 
of people who will support the 
fight and demonstrate when 
necessary.

This reminds me of the 
fight against 100 percent reas-
sessment several decades ago. 
The state had to change the 
assessment law and wanted 
to raise all home assessment 
up to 100 percent then bring it 

down. The civic associations 
all over the city united, held 
rallies, delivered circulars to 
homes all over the city and 
when members of Assembly 
Speaker Fink booed him at a 
local civic meeting in Brook-
lyn the idea was dropped. This 
kind of pressure is needed 
now.

In current homeless shel-
ters, like the Pan Am hotel, 
the city has violated its own 
laws. It puts families into ho-
tel rooms without a kitchen 
and is now adding kitchens for 
the owners and pays the hotels 
$3,000 a month per room for a 
homeless family.  There is con-
cern where the 100,000 home-
less children can do their 
homework in a hotel room? Al-
though officials say they pro-
vide services to the homeless, 
reports keep appearing that 
there is little or no counsel-
ing, job training, or job place-
ment for these families.

Reports say that the home-
less shelters make the clients 

leave at 9:00 a.m. for the day. 
This means that they are all 
over the neighborhoods all day 
long. Most homeless are good 
people who are on hard times 
and many do work but don’t 
earn enough for a full apart-
ment but some are drug and 
alcohol abusers, have mental 
problems and just don’t take 
their medications. Disturbed, 
single people in the shelter 
system can be disruptive; they 
disrupt a quiet residential 
community. Legislators all 
over Queens are also holding 
rallies and submitting bills 
which would solve problems. 
Lack of local transportation 
would limit what the residents 
could do.

Some solutions could be 
new rental assistance for peo-
ple who are on the edge of be-
ing evicted and who need help 
from falling into the shelter 
system. It is said that NYCHA 
has several thousand vacant 
apartments. Why can’t they 
be fixed up quickly? Many 

vacant houses are all over the 
city. There are a few in every 
community. Why can’t they 
and the AIRbnb apartments be 
used to help worthy families?  
The city must seek relief from 
the 1983 ruling by Judge Helen 
Freedman which says the city 
must provide housing for all 
on demand…even people who 
come from other states. There 
is a suggestion to build Quon-
set huts as we did after WWII 
for the veterans. 

The state must use must 
many of their upstate build-
ing from closed prisons and 
mental institutions to house 
the homeless. This could pro-
vide useful jobs for upstate 
residents.  Meanwhile, Fresh 
Meadows waits for what will 
happen when the large hotel 
on 183rd Street and the two 
hotels on the Horace Harding 
Expressway at 183rd Street 
open.

I 
was sitting across from 
Donald Trump in his of-
fice, suggesting an idea I 
thought he might like.
It was April 2015, two 

months before he made his 
fateful run for president, and a 
time when few thought he had 
a glimmer of a hope of win-
ning.

I was with a New York po-
litical leader who, like me, 
was very concerned about the 
sorry state of public housing 
in New York City. The squalid 
conditions in those buildings 
are Dickensian, with millions 
of repair requests going un-
heeded. Even the progressive 
mayor of New York had done 
nothing to ameliorate this 
problem in his first 16 months 
in office.

We thought that if we could 

find a developer to adopt a pub-
lic housing building and fix it, 
perhaps this would spur other 
wealthy developers to follow 
suit and improve living condi-
tions. We decided to appeal to 
Trump first because maybe he 
would take on this challenge 
and we knew if he did, it would 
get lots of press attention.

Like his rescue of the Woll-
man Rink ice skating project 
in Central Park in the 1980s, 
this would allow Trump to 
show that the private sector, 
and builders like him, can do 
things more effectively than 
government can.

“Mr. Trump, if you adopt 
one of these decrepit public 
housing buildings and fix it 
up, you will show up the lib-
eral mayor of New York and 
you will be a hero to tens of 
thousands of poor people in 
New York,” I said as Trump 
listened politely and intently.

“And if you ever run for na-
tional office, it will show your 
concern for the poor and will 
win you lots of votes among 
those who are impoverished 
and looking for hope.”

Trump said he liked the 
idea and would get back to 
us, but in less than 60 days he 
jumped into a snake pit of Re-
publican candidates seeking 
the party’s nomination. There 
was too much on his plate to 
get involved with this seem-
ingly parochial issue.

I’ve thought a lot about that  
meeting in the past few weeks. 
I would love the opportunity to 
once again pitch a version of 
this to the president-elect.

Mr. President-elect: Please 
fix up the crumbling public 
housing that exists in New 
York and in so many other 
blighted urban centers of 
America. Take your unique 
talents as a builder and make 
America great again for all 
the poor children and single 
mothers and seniors who live 
lives of quiet desperation and 
hopelessness in these modern 
ghettos.

Wouldn’t an initiative like 
this in the first 100 days send 
the message that you will be 
a leader for all the people and 
that the federal government 
can finally comfort the afflict-

ed among us?
It’s often said that when 

you’re given lemons, try to 
make lemonade. That reso-
nates with me, especially in 
the wake of this divisive elec-
tion. We now have a president-
elect who managed to insult 
and frighten many of the 
powerless in this country. But 
now is the time for him to heal 
those wounds with some bold 
plans.

In addition to fixing up 
public housing, the billion-
aire developer could burnish 
his place in history as the 
president who thought big and 
spearheaded the largest infra-
structure rebuild campaign in 
history.

Rather than build walls and 
hunt down innocent undocu-
mented immigrants, Trump 
can use his new job and the Re-
publican majority in Congress 
to embark on a $1-trillion plan 
to improve our transportation 
system. This will create new 
jobs and spur growth as well 
as unlock new housing stock 
in rural areas that now would 
be within easy commuting dis-

tance of the nearby urban cen-
ters where there are jobs.

Bullet trains all over the 
country — like we see in plac-
es like China and Japan — will 
truly energize our economy 
and finally pull us into the 21st 
century. From New York to 
Washington, D.C. in an hour, 
from San Francisco to Los An-
geles in less than two hours by 
train — these are the exciting 
improvements which will tru-
ly make America great again. 
A new rail tunnel linking New 
York to New Jersey. Light rail 
in urban centers that will link 
business districts to afford-
able residential areas. A sub-
way tunnel from the Battery 
to Staten Island.

The possibilities are limit-
less.

Like FDR’s WPA and all 
the highways and bridges that 
were built just under a centu-
ry ago, we are on the brink of 
a transformative wave of im-
provements that only govern-
ment can provide.

Mr. President, our country 
awaits your destiny to build us 
back to supremacy.

COLUMNS

We need new solutions for housing the homeless

Trump should be building a new America

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene
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BY BILL PARRY

Casting aside calls from 
his own colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to 
challenge Nancy Pelosi for mi-
nority leader, U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
instead announced last week 
that he would run for chair-
man of the House Democratic 
Caucus. Crowley served as the 
vice chairman of the body for 
the last four years.

“This is a critical time for 
our party and our caucus,” 
Crowley wrote in a letter to 
all Democratic members of the 
House. “We need independent 
messengers who can go toe-to-
toe with a President Trump 
and stand up for Americans 
who feel left behind -- and 
who certainly will be left be-
hind by Republican attempts 
to end Medicare and Social 
Security, offer tax breaks for 
the rich, and gut investments 
in job training and education. 
“I have always fought against 
bullies, and that’s how we need 
to approach the biggest bully 
of all for the next four years.”

The nine-term congress-

man is a member of the pow-
erful House Ways and Means 
Committee. Crowley believes 
the caucus must be focused on 
developing policies and mes-
sages that better resonate and 
connect with the American 
people.

“Getting in touch with 
American voters will require 
focusing on more than polls 
and fund-raising records,” he 
said. “We need to think differ-
ently about how to make sure 
that all Americans realize our 
party includes them and it 
looks out for them.”

The Woodside native said a 
“truly collaborative effort” is 
needed to create an inclusive 
environment within the cau-
cus.

“I grew up in working-class 
Queens, New York -- only a few 
miles away from where Donald 
Trump himself grew up, yet 
very much on the other side of 
the tracks,” Crowley said. 

“Mr. Trump and I certainly 
experienced two very differ-
ent upbringings and chose 
two very different paths in 
life. I grew up the son of an 
immigrant mother and a New 

York City policeman father 
in a community sustained by 
working-class and, in many 
cases, first-generation Ameri-

cans. It’s a community popu-
lated by firefighters, teachers, 
construction workers, small-
business owners and new 

immigrants. They all feel un-
certain about their economic 
futures, like many Americans 
across the country.”

Crowley, 54, is expected to 
run unopposed and replace 
U.S. Rep. Xavier Becerra of 
California, when leadership 
elections are held Nov. 30. 
Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) will be the 
next Senate minority leader 
after winning the Democrats’ 
closed-door election Wednes-
day.

“We’re ready to stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with Re-
publicans, working with soon-
to-be-President Trump on is-
sues where we agree,”  he told 
reporters. “But we will go toe-
to-toe against the president-
elect whenever our values or 
the progress we’ve made are 
under assault.”

Schumer, who has been in 
the Senate since 1999, replaces 
the retiring Harry Reid as the 
party’s Senate leader.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley announces his run for Chairman of the House 
Democratic Caucus to help his party move forward and connect with 
voters. Photo by Michael Shain 

Crowley launches bid for House caucus chair
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On balances of $5,000 or more1.00%

For the first 90 days

Complete Checking Plus

Join the Grand Opening celebration of our new Flushing Bank location at 61-14 Springfield Boulevard.  
As part of the celebration, you will earn a special interest rate of 1.00%1 for the first 90 days when you open 
a new Complete Checking Plus account at any of our branches.1 

1. New Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer is limited to one Complete Checking 
Plus account per household. The APY is effective October 17, 2016. The APY for Complete Checking Plus is 0.15% for daily account balances between $0 to $4,999. The blended annual percentage yield (APY) for Complete Checking Plus is 0.51% for daily account balances between $5,000 to $49,999 
and 0.59% for daily account balances of $50,000 or greater. The guaranteed rate of 1.00% will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period the annual percentage yield will revert to 0.35% for daily account balances between $5,000 to $49,999 and 0.45% for daily 
account balances of $50,000 or greater. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield. If your daily account balance is less than $5,000 the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your account will be 0.15% 
APY. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open the Complete Checking Plus account. A minimum balance of $5,000 is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce the earnings on the account. The rate and offer are subject to change and early termination without prior notice at 
any time. 2. New Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer 
is limited to one Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new Complete Checking account is $25 and a new Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the Bonus. Direct Deposit – You 
will receive $100 for signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the account is opened. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card 
purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit Card Purchases and Online Bill-payments must be 
completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the month following the completion of the above qualifying transactions within the required 
time after account opening. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Celebrate With Us!
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Plus when you open a new Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account you can get up to $200.2

Hurry, this is a limited time offer. Call or stop by a branch today!

For more information visit your local Flushing Bank branch, go to www.FlushingBank.com, or call 800.581.2889.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.
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Yannis Furs
www.yannisfurs.com

Finest Selection of

SHEARED FURS
SPANISH MERINO SHEARLINGS

AND OUTERWEAR AT
THE LOWEST PRICES

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage on Premises

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER
Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-4

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

CK US History Class Takes  
Trip to Tenement Museum
 

Mr. Salerni’s US 

History class took a 

trip to the Tenement 

Museum on Orchard 

Street, where they 

had the opportunity 

to see firsthand how 

immigrants lived in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Along with a glimpse of the past, students were 

offered insights into current debates about 

immigration and public health.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Mayor Bill de Blasio signed 
several pieces of legislation 
earlier this month aimed at 
improving the transparency 
and efficacy of the Adminis-
tration for Children’s Servic-
es, including a bill sponsored 
by Queens Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Arverne) that 
will provide all youth in foster 
care with an annual survey 
to rate their experience in the 
system.

“It is truly heartbreaking 
to hear the stories of foster 
youth being denied the simple 
things most children take for 
granted, such as having access 
to food and clothing, permis-
sion to practice their religion, 
Internet and phone access and 
personal allowances,” Rich-
ards said at the signing on 
Nov. 16. “This survey will help 
us make sure that the only fos-
ter parents in our system are 
those who have the best inter-
est of every child in mind.”

The survey will include 

questions about different as-
pects of a foster child’s experi-
ence with a foster family, in-
cluding questions about access 
to food and clothing, as well 
as inquiries about education 
status and extracurricular op-
portunities for the child. Fos-
ter youth that are 13 and older 
can participate in the survey.

Richards said his work on 
the legislation was inspired 
by his participation in the 
City Council’s Foster Youth 
Shadow Day, which was held 
last November. The shadow 
day was based upon a similar 
program in Congress. Foster 
youth from throughout the 
city attended the City Council 
at City Hall for a day, with each 
shadowing a council member. 
The youth were also able to di-
rectly relay their experiences 
directly to council members, 
which Richards said affected 
him.

“After I participated in the 
City Council’s Foster Shadow 
program last year, it became 
clear that we need to do more 

as a city to protect and im-
prove the lives of our foster 
children,” he said.

ACS is responsible for more 
than 10,000 children in the 
foster care system, according 
to a March 2016 report to the 
Council on the mayor’s 2017 

preliminary budget. The ad-
ministration completes more 
than 55,000 investigations of 
suspected child abuse or ne-
glect per year.

The new legislation comes 
in the wake of the murder of 
6-year-old Zymere Perkins in 

Harlem Sept. 26. The child was 
beaten to death and his mother 
and her boyfriend were arrest-
ed and charged with his mur-
der. ACS had received several 
complaints of abuse in regards 
to Perkins.

Additional legislation in-
cluded mandates for ACS to 
submit annual reports about 
the “educational stability” of 
youth in foster care and for 
ACS to construct a plan to con-
front issues with permanency 
for foster care youth. Council-
man Stephen Levin (D-Brook-
lyn) sponsored a bill to create 
a foster care task force that 
will include members from 
city agencies, City Council 
members, and representatives 
from advocacy groups and fos-
ter youth.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Councilman Stephen Levin (l), Mayor Bill de Blasio, Public Advocate Letitia 
James and Councilman Donovan Richards attend a signing of several piec-
es of legislation regarding foster care. Courtesy of Mayor's office

Richards sponsors new survey law for foster youth
Mayor de Blasio signs measures to improve lives of children overseen by ACS programs 
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OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2017. DON’T MISS OUT!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)
�������	
���������������������1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711!� H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

NYC Health + Hospitals | Queens

82-68 164th Street • Queens
November 30, December 7

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Geriatric Clinic Room P020

79-01 Broadway • Queens
November 29

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Room A1-15

December 6
9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Room D4-17A&B

NYC Health + Hospitals | Elmhurst NYC Health + Hospitals | Metropolitan

1901 1st Avenue • Manhattan
November 29

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM
December 6

9:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Room 1B36

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 AM – 8 PM

After 8 PM, Sundays & Holidays:
24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG
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BY MARK HALLUM

The long running NBC series Law 
& Order: Special Victims Unit was on 
set in Bayside last week and Raymond 
O’Connor Park was lined with trailers 
and 18-wheelers for the filming of epi-
sode 11 of the 18th season.

Signs went up in the neighborhood 
days before the shooting took place ask-
ing residents to move their cars prior 
to when filming was scheduled to start 
Nov. 17. Filming for the show took place 
in a house north of 32nd Avenue on 210th 
Street, according to a crew member.

Starring Mariska Hargitay, Ice T, 
Kelli Giddish, Peter Scanavino, and 
Paul Esparza, the detective show is the 

longest running television series on 
prime time. The lives and struggles of 
detectives in NYPD’s Special Victims 
Unit, an elite squad who track down 
perpetrators of sexual crimes, are the 
primary narrative of the show.

The show centers around Detective 
Olivia Benson (Hargitay), a grizzled 
veteran of the police squad who leads 
a team of investigators while dealing 
with her own history as a victim of rape 
and as mother to a young girl. These as-
pects factor into what makes Benson a 
dynamic character and investigator.

Hargitay won the 2006 Emmy for 
Lead Actress in a Drama Series and 
has received eight Emmy nominations 
in that category.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
is considering the possibility of run-
ning for mayor next year. 

Avella, who served as an aide to 
Mayors Ed Koch and David Dinkins, 
says while he currently isn’t planning 
on announcing a run or starting a 
campaign at this time, he is certainly 
testing whether the support is there. 
Avella served as a councilman from 
2002-2009 representing the 19th Dis-
trict, which covers parts of College 
Point, Whitestone and Bayside. He ran 
for mayor in 2009 but lost and has been  
the state senator of the 11th District 
since 2010. He announced his run for 
Queens borough president in 2012 but 
dropped out of the race in 2013. 

The senator has been openly criti-
cal of de Blasio. In 2015 he was quoted 
by the New York Post as saying: 

“The mayor’s close staff are very 

arrogant and not responsive,” he said 
“I personally believe we have an absen-
tee mayor.”

While nothing is yet confirmed, 
Avella says he has been encouraged by 
constituents to run. 

BY MARK HALLUM

The U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs 
will hold office hours in Flushing to 
ease the travel demands of former ser-
vicemen and women seeking help from 
the federal agency. U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) has arranged with 
the VA to share her office in Queens 
Dec. 2 to address problems veterans 
may be having with benefits, services 
and claims.

The new, ongoing program will 
have a representative from the VA at 
Meng’s office once a month and assist 
local veterans and their beneficiaries.

“I am very excited to partner with 
the VA on this important initiative,” 
Meng said. “Now local veterans will 
not be forced to hike to a VA facility 

in order to receive help or informa-
tion about their benefits or claims. 
It will be a great convenience to area 
veterans and I’m proud to offer it. In 
the wake of Veterans Day, we are once 
again reminded about the tremendous 
debt of gratitude we owe to those who 
served in the armed forces. We can 
never thank them enough for their ser-
vice and sacrifice to this great nation. I 
urge all my constituents who are veter-
ans to take advantage of these special 
VA office hours.”

According to Meng’s office, those 
seeking assistance are required to 
make an appointment at least four days 
in advance by dialing 718-358-MENG. 
The Flushing congresswoman’s office 
is located at 40-13 159th St., on the cor-
ner of Northern Boulevard.

State Sen. Tony Avella is considering a run 
for mayor. Photo by Michael Shain 

Meng brings VA rep to Flushing

Avella considers 2017 run 

NBC fi lms in Bayside
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@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu

Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

RATES AS LOW AS

0.99%
APR*

Rates apply when  
purchased through the  

MCU Car Buying Service

Powered By

November 14th-December 31st 

HOLIDAY AUTO LOAN SALE
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Two operators are dead 
after a crane snapped in Bri-
arwood Tuesday, killing two 
workers, FDNY officials said. 
FDNY responded to a call at 
12:11 p.m. about a beam that 
struck a crane at 81-10 134th St. 
near the Union Turnpike. Of-
ficials had the incident under 
control by 12:58 p.m. 

The operators were de-
clared dead on arrival. The 
city Department of Buildings 
is investigating the cause of 
the accident. Its not clear if 
wind was an issue, last Sat-
urday DOB sent out a weather 
advisery warning that New 
York City area might expe-
rience wind gusts up to 50 
miles through Monday night, 
Nov.21.

DOB reminded all builders, 
contractors, crane operators, 
and property owners to secure 
their construction sites, build-
ings, and equipment.

“Winds may reach higher 
speeds and last longer than 
forecast in certain areas of the 
City,” the advisery said. “Prop-

erty owners must consider the 
safety of their buildings and 
construction sites, including 
cranes, suspended and sup-
ported scaffolding, hoists, and 
any other building appurte-
nances that may come loose 
from exposure to high winds. 
Structures that have been sub-
ject to deferred maintenance 
or are in delicate condition 
could be at greater risk. The 
Department suggests consult-
ing a professional to advise 
how to secure construction 
sites and buildings.”

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), chairman of 
the Courts and Legal Services 
Committee, and Jumaane Wil-
liams (D-Brooklyn), chairman 
of the Housing and Buildings 
Committee, offered condo-
lences and urged the city to 
monitor construction sites to 
prevent accidents in a joint 
statement. 

“We would like to offer our 
prayers of peace and comfort 
to the families of the workers 
who died,” they said. “The 
tragic death of two construc-
tion workers at a non-union 

job site in Queens is a stark 
reminder of the dangerous 
conditions that workers face 
in our city. We cannot take a 
backseat role when it comes to 
the safety of our workers, es-
pecially during windy condi-
tions like those today. What’s 
most alarming is that a recent 
Crain’s report showed a third 
of construction deaths last 
year were uncounted by the 
administration.”

 The two council members 
went on to say, “The city must 
stay vigilant in preventing fa-
talities as well as monitoring 
sites — especially after a trag-
edy — so it can examine how 
to remedy safety breakdowns 
on that location and other 
sites. We cannot ignore safety 
just so we can keep up with 
the construction boom taking 
place in the city. While the city 
has made real efforts to im-
prove safety on job sites, this 
tragic accident is evidence that 
much more needs to be done as 
soon as possible. We owe it to 
the workers.”

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Briarwood crane snap kills two workers

High winds are being investigated as a possible factor in the death of 
two crane operators..  Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Trump’s Queens critics take to the streets

Under the elevated subway tracks for the No. 7 train, marchers with their signs gathered for the march to 
Trump Tower.

The march, the largest demonstration in Queens so far on the contro-
versial election results, included a lot of children and teens.

After walking across the Queensboro Bridge, protesters 
streamed into Manhattan.

Council member Jimmy Van Bramer, who organized the  #queensvalues 
march, climbs up on a police barricade to addresses the protesters.

City Council President Mellisa Mark-Viverito marched across 
the Queensboro Bridge and chanted with the crowd.

When this woman who had been shopping at Bergdorf's 
left the store, she encountered the protesters and decid-
ed to join them, explaining emphatically that she was not a 
Trump supporter.

Pent-up emotions over the surprise results from 
a bitter election campaign fuels the marchers.

Photos by Michael Shain
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SHOP LOCAL

Give holiday shopping a handmade touch
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

They say the best gifts 
are the ones you make 
yourself. Scrapbooks are 
wonderful, but let’s face 
it, buying something spe-
cial for that special some-
one, saves time, especial-
ly around the holidays.

So, if you’re working 
on your gift list and can’t 
decide what to get for 
your favorite co-worker, 
new girlfriend or Uncle 
Harry and Aunt Juanita, 
here’s a great tip: Why 
not buy locally made, 
handcrafted products? 
They’re the next best 
thing to making it your-
self, and you probably al-
ready know that artisa-
nal items make fabulous, 
budget-friendly gifts.

Whether it’s a cro-
cheted baby sweater or 
an interesting ceramic 
vase, a hand-poured, or-
ganic lavender candle or 
an original painting—
they’ll surely appreciate 
that thoughtful, one-of-a-
kind gem you picked out 
especially for them.

If you’re a jewelry lov-
er or know someone who 
is, did you know you can 
also stock up on striking, 
locally designed pieces at 
bargain prices, when you 
visit Ridgewood Market? 

And if you’re also 
thinking vintage, retro, or 
Boho Chic, why not check 
out Lockwood Shop in As-
toria or Jackson Heights? 
These days, few people—
especially millennials—
can resist that artisanal/
nostalgic combo, whether 
it’s in clothing or home 
décor.  For more gifting 
ideas from days gone by, 
stop by Stray Vintage on 
Skillman Avenue in Sun-
nyside.

Just in time for the 
holiday season, neigh-
borhood shop owners 
are revamping their 
merchandise, while lo-
cal vendors are getting 
ready to sell their cre-
ations at fleas and holi-
day markets throughout 
the borough.

So, where else can 
you find these specially 

made, one-of-a-kind trea-
sures, without having to 
schlep to Manhattan or 
Brooklyn?

Here’s a curated sam-
pling of places across 
Queens that offer a mix 
of handcrafted offerings 
made by locals, as well 
as regular items. You 
can find plenty of gift-
able options at reason-
able prices, and there’s 
a wide variety of unique 
products to choose from, 
which will make perfect 
Hanukkah, Christmas 
or Kwaanza presents.

Another nice thing 
about gifting hand-
made—you’re helping 
local artisans, many of 
whom make a living from 
selling what they craft.

Astoria shop owners 
Vivian Dritsas and El-
ena Poumpouras of Lav-

ender Label have been 
gearing up for the holi-
days and making sure 
there is plenty of soap to 
go around, because cus-
tomers can’t get enough 
of their homemade line 
of great-smelling natural 
bath and body products.

“Our soaps are made 
of quality organic and/
or sustainable oils, such 

as coconut, olive, palm, 
castor, shea, sunflower 
and safflower oils. We 
occasionally play around 
with recipes and add jojo-
ba, avocado and meadow-
foam oils,” Dritsas noted.

“We have a huge ar-
ray of scents from pure 
essential oils of lavender, 
peppermint, tea tree, 
lemongrass, rosemary 
and geranium, as well 
as fragrance oils, like 
vanilla, cedar, pumpkin, 
honey and pomegranate.”  
These are some of their 
most popular sellers. 

At Lavender Label, 
you’ll find a grand list of 
items that make unique 
gifts, including a full 
bath and body line, ac-
cessories for adults and 
children, and quality 
kids clothing from infant 
to adolescents.

Bath and body prod-
ucts and candles range 
from $4 - $22. Kids’ 
clothes, $12 - $100. Acces-
sories and toys, $6 - $50.

Dritsas opened Lav-
ender Line—which was 
initially called The Lit-
tle Soap Shop—back in 
2008, after making and 
selling her soap at fairs 
and private events for 

two years. “Soaping had 
become an obsession and 
so I decided to quit my 
full-time job at Citi and 
go all the way with this,” 
she recalled.

At first, she made all 
the soap in the shop in 
small batches and soon 
began making and sell-
ing other products, like 
bath salts, soy candles, 
body butters and lip but-
ters.  

“A few years later El-
ena, an old friend and co-
worker came on board. 
Elena and I became part-
ners in November 2014. I 
knew instantly she and 
I would have a great dy-
namic,” said Dritsas. 

“But it was diffi-
cult to keep up with the 
business because when 
you’re making cold pro-
cess soap you have to 
cure each batch for a 
minimum of four weeks 
before selling it. So, I 
reached out to a friend of 
mine, who is also a soap 
maker and hired her to 
make ‘our special reci-
pe’ for us. We have been 
using her since. She is 
based in Long Island, so 
everything is as local as 
you get. We will make 

small custom batches 
there and still make our 
salts, body butters, lip 
butters in the shop and 
finish most other prod-
ucts on premises.”  

Lavender Line is at 
22-07b 36th St. in Asto-
ria. Call them at (718) 
704-4408 or go to thelittle-
soapshop.net to find out 
more.

More giving treasures 
can be found at Matted 

LIC Gallery (46-36 Ver-
non Blvd, Long Island 
City). And while you’re 
there, you can chat with 
the local artists whose 
works are on display 
through Nov. 30. Who 
wouldn’t love finding a 
piece of original art un-
der their Christmas tree 
or Hanukkah bush? 

Ridgewood Mar-

ket (657 Fairview Ave.) 
is another spot packed 
with giftable finds. So, if 
you go, browse and shop 
to your heart’s content. 
They’re doing two mar-
kets this holiday sea-
son—a Sunday afternoon 
Brunch Market Dec. 11 
and a Saturday Night Ba-
zaar Dec. 18—with over 
40 vendors per market, a 
prize raffle, a 50/50 raffle 

and much more, accord-
ing to founder/organizer 
Sarah Feldman.

“The quality of ven-
dors gets better every 
year,” Feldman noted. 
She also provided a 
sampling of some of the 
vendor submissions.  No 
doubt, you’ll discover a 
cornucopia of artisanal 
offerings made by locals. 
Those offerings include 
coconut oil-based hair 
and body products; wood 
signs and other wood gift 
items; Digital prints, art 
prints and silkscreens; 
handcrafted ceramic ta-
bleware and pottery; 

plus homemade hon-
ey, chocolate and baked 
goods. For the high-tech 
shopper, there’s robot 
gear and robot-themed 
t-shirts, while the more 
nostalgic can opt for 
locally designed retro-
style baubles and acces-
sories as well as vin-
tage articles, including 
dolls, clothes, linens and 
brooches. To see some 
the selections available 
go to www.ridgewood-
market.com/vendors/.

Featuring items by 
local designers and mak-
ers, Lockwood Shop 
(32-15 33rd St., Astoria) 
is a one-stop destination 
for holiday shoppers who 
want something differ-
ent. In addition to their 
Astoria store, Lockwood 
has a branch at Queens 

Museum (New York City 
Building, Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, www.
que en smu seu m.org), 
where you’ll find a great 
selection of giftable items 
for everyone on your list. 
Don’t miss the museum’s 
specially curated selec-
tions that reflect current 
installations, and their 
collection of World’s Fair 
goodies.

Back in Long Island 
City, you can check out 
the holiday shopping 
deals at the popular LIC 

Flea (5-25 46th Ave., Hunt-
ers Point, 718-224-5863). 
On Dec. 17 and 18, you can 
start celebrating early at 
their Spiked Mug Festival 

Some of the many types of soap available on Lavender 
Label's shelves. Courtesy Lavender Label

What used to be the Little Soap Shop is now Lavender 
Label. Courtesy Lavender Label

On the cover: Selling their wares at the Ridgewood Market will be (clockwise from top) Plachi Plushies, 144 Collection, earrings&ornaments, Threads by Jill, Sweet Dreams by Jen.

Continued on Page 28
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

on the following purchases  
of beautiful Hunter Douglas 

window fashions* 

�

�

�

�
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HD
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SHOP LOCAL

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Jewelry, furniture, 
shoes, brand-named 
clothes—you name it, 
Jamaica Avenue has it 
for affordable prices. 
With Black Friday mark-
ing the onset of full-scale 
holiday shopping, all 
these items are set to be 
on sale, making them 
even more affordable.

“We have the nation’s 
lowest price [on jewelry] 
as it is so everyday is like 
a Black Friday sale,” said 
Marchello the Jeweler, 
owner of Jewel Place, 
which is located on the 
lower level of the Jamai-
ca Coliseum Mall at 89-02 
165th St. “We are going 
to have specials up to 70 
percent off,” he added. 

Over the years 
Marchello has been the 
go-to jeweler for celeb-
rities like DJ Khaled, 
Floyd Mayweather and 
local stars 50 Cent, LL 
Cool J and Nicki Minaj. 

Jewel Place’s over-
2000 pieces of jewelry 
include many of the in-
dustry’s biggest names.

“We sell Rolex, Cart-
ier, Breitling, engage-
ment rings, all certified,” 
Marchello said. “If you 
want something authentic 
and real come to us and 
we will take care of you.”

If you are looking for 
gifts that celebrate the 

home and hearth, you 
might want to stop by 
Beverly Hills Furniture 
at 149-01 Jamaica Ave. 

“We are renovating 
our store and we are 
going to be breaking 
ground after Black Fri-
day, and anything that 
is left over that is going 
to inhibit us from reno-
vating has to go... we are 
going to sell it for a low 

price so you can have 
it for your home,” said 
Manager Ron Ruben, 37.

Beverly Hills Furni-
ture has furniture for 
living rooms, bedrooms, 
children’s bedrooms 
and dining rooms.  

Once everything is 
sold Beverly Hills Furni-
ture will get a facelift and 
will have newly-designed 
contemporary furniture.

“The store is going 
to better, nicer and have 
new options,” said Ru-
ben. The grand re-open-
ing of the store will be 
in mid-January. 

If there’s a shoe lover 
on your shopping list, 
Eric Shoes, which has 
been at 216-11 Jamaica 
Ave. in Queens Village 
for 75 years, quite likely 
has what you’re looking 
for. The stores offerings 
include such brands as 
Clark’s, Hush Puppies 
and Timberland. 

“We carry [from size 
4] up to size 16, medium, 
wide and extra-extra 
wide,” said Manager 
Abraham Mark. “We 
specialize in quality 
comfort shoes and dress 
shoes,” he added. 

Customers say they 
like the store just as 
much for its attentive 
customer selection as for 
its extensive footware 
selection. “They are 
very kind, they always 

come to meet you. Every 
time you go there they 
treat you the best,” said 
Ena Brsaud, who has 
been a regular customer 
for almost 16 years. 

If there is a woman 
who loves brand-name 
clothes on your list, you 
can find them at afford-
able prices at Bolton’s at 
163-19 Jamaica Ave.

From bags and shoes 
to makeup, outerwear, 
lingerie, sleepwear, ac-
cessories and profes-
sional clothing, the store 
provides plenty of ways 
to check off the items on 
your shopping agenda.

“I just started shop-
ping there two weeks ago 
and I like their stuff,” 
said Sue Gooden. “The 
prices are good and the 
location is great.”

So whatever you need 
when it comes to holiday 
gift-giving, there’s prob-
ably a way to meet that 
need in the stores of Ja-
maica Avenue.

Jamaica Avenue is set for holiday shoppers

Marchello the Jeweler lets rapper Axel Leon compare a few necklaces. 
Photo by Naeisha Rose

(www.spikedmugfest.
com). Plus you browse 
the offerings at the ac-
companying holiday flea 
and food bazaar, where 
you will likely find plen-
ty of artisanal fare.

Last year, You Are 

Here Studios participat-
ed in LIC Flea. But this 
holiday season, photogra-
phers Alex and Lisa will 
be selling their funky, 
Queens-centric and New 
York City images at a 
couple of Manhattan lo-
cations. The two business 
partners live in Astoria 
and said they grew their 
business from, and in 
Queens. If your holiday 
shopping expeditions 
take you to Manhattan, 
you can browse through 
works at Kiosk E3 at the 
Bryant Park Winter Vil-
lage (through Jan 2), the 
kiosk on the main floor 
of the Oculus Building 
at World Trade Center 
(through Dec 31). Find 
out more at www.YouAre-
HereStudios.com

And finally, if 
you’re already feeling 

a bit overwhelmed and 
stressed out, and you 
need some inner peace, 
you might want to check 
out what Inner Peace 
(79-24 37th Ave.) in Jack-
son Heights has to offer. 
The shop has been a 

part of the community 
for 17 years and offers 
a Zen-like atmosphere.  
You’ll find candles and 
calming oils, Tibetan 
singing bowls and 
even crocheted baby 
clothing—all made by 

Handmade
Continued from Page 26

Over 40 vendors will be selling a variety of handcrafted 
items at the Ridgewood Market.
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Cause for 
Celebrations

TWO (2) HOURS 

OPEN BAR INCLUDED!*

For more 
�������	��
�

please contact 
our Sales Department: 

718.670.7408 
sales@sheratonlaguardia.com

www.sheratonlaguardiaeast .com
*Must book by November 25th

�� Sheraton provides you with a seasoned                   
culinary and event staff for a full-service       
party planning experience 

�� Gain Starpoints® through our Starwood            
Preferred Planner program 

�� Early planning allows for a selection of                
our best available dates 

�� Enjoy a festive lunch or dinner with                 
traditional holiday foods

135-20 39th Avenue, 
Flushing, New York 11354   

Plan now for your 
Holiday Celebrations!

SHOP LOCAL

New York Families of 
Autistic Chidren 3rd 
Annual Toy Run
The Broad Channel VFW 
Prince-Wynn Post #260 is 
proud to host the NYFAC 
3rd Annual Toy Run Sunday, 
Dec. 4. The event is a 
motorcycle run. with each 
rider contributing a new 
toy for children of families 
impacted by autism. Guided 
by two of Broad Channel’s 
favorite elves, Frank and 
Debby of West 12th Road, 
the band of “Merry Biker 
Santas” and their bags of 
treats will depart the Forest 
Park Bandshell at 1 p.m. and 
roll south along Woodhaven 
and Cross Bay boulevards 
to the VFW post, on Shad 
Creek Road, for a fun-fi lled 
afternoon of food and music. 
To learn more, contact 
NYFAC at 347-566-3122 (X-
305) or go to nyfac.org.

Gift Drives for Veterans 
and Kids
Assemblyman Edward C. 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
is once again sponsoring 
a holiday gift drive for 
hospitalized veterans, 
as well as a toy drive for 
needy and hospitalized 
children. “My offi ce will 
collect donations of new 
items such as candy (sugar-
free preferred), pajamas, 
robes, slippers, socks, 
sweaters, shaving cream, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
playing cards, and puzzles 
to support our troops and 
bring cheer to hospitalized 
veterans. All gifts will be 
distributed to the men and 
women at the St. Albans 

VA Community Living 
Center, and the Veterans’ 
Home at St. Albans,” said 
Assemblyman Braunstein. 
“I am also conducting a toy 
drive for hospitalized and 
needy children in Queens. 
You can participate by 
donating unwrapped new 
toys,” said Assemblyman 
Braunstein.  All gifts should 
be delivered by Dec. 19 to 
Assemblyman Braunstein’s 
offi ce at 213-33 39th Ave. 
Suite 238, or to the offi ces of 
Dr. William M. Duke at 35-01 
202nd St., or Community 
Board 11 at 46-21 Little 
Neck Parkway. For further 
information, please call 
Assemblyman Braunstein’s 
offi ce at (718) 357-3588.

Oratorio Society of 
Queens
The Oratorio Society of 
Queens performs selections 
from Handel’s “Messiah,” as 
well as traditional Christmas 
favorites and Chanukah 
songs Sunday, Dec. 18 at 4:00 
p.m. at the Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center (222-
05 56 th Ave., Bayside). OSQ 
will perform with its 125-plus 
member chorus under the 
direction of Maestro David 
Close with featured soloists 
Geraldine McMillian, soprano, 
John Easterlin, tenor, 
Vaughn Fritts, bass-baritone, 
guest artist Cantor Jerry 
Korobow and with OSQ’s 
orchestra, the Orchestral 
Arts Ensemble of Queens. 
Tickets are $35; $30 for 
seniors (62+) and students 
with ID; $10 for children (12 
and under) accompanied 
by an adult. For more 

information, please call the 
Oratorio Society of Queens 
at 718-279-3006 or visit 
www.QueensOratorio.org

114th Precinct Commnity 
Council Children’s 
Christmas Party
The council will hold its 
2016 Christmas Party 
for the community’s 
underprivileged children 
Dec. 3. The party will be 
held at Astoria World Manor 
(25-22 Astoria Blvd.) from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Donation from 
community members are 
requested. For many of these 
children, this will be the only 
Christmas they have. For 
more information contact 
Det. Eddie Negron or P.O. 
Clarence Coleman at (718) 
626-9327 or Ann Bruno at 
(718) 932-8743. Checks can 
be sent to the precinct at 
34-16 Astoria Blvd., Astoria, 
NY 11103 and should be made 
payabe to the 114th Precinct 
Community Council.

All Saints’ Church Holly 
Bazaar
Things kick off the All Saints’ 
Church (214-33 40th Ave, 
Bayside) Dec. 3 at 9 a.m. 
with a Pancake Breakfast 
with Santa and continue 
through to the next day 
with a luncheon on Dec. 4. 
Reservations are required 
for the luncheon. The 
Bazaar will also feature a 
range of vendors, whose 
wares will help you get your 
holiday shopping done.  Call 
(718) 229-5631 for more 
information.

Christmas in the Garden 
and Tree Lighting
On Dec. 4, the Queens 
Botanical Garden (43-50 
Main St., Flushing) is offering 
an afternoon fi lled with 
activites to get the whole 
family into the holiday 
spirit. There will be a Winter 
Garden tour, photo ops with 
Santa, holiday ornament 
making for kids and live 
musical performances by 
The Rough Dozen acapella 
group, which is sponsored 
by the Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts. The festivities 
will be capped off with a 
tree lighting ceremony 
with Santa. Shoppers can 
take advantage of special 
blowout sales throughout 
the day at the QBG Shop as 
part of the Green Holiday 
Sale. For more information, 
visit bit.ly/QBGxmas.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/25/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT  

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BLACKBLACK
SAVINGS NOW AT  SAVINGS NOW AT  
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
RDon't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/25/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

CCC

FRIDAYFRIDAY
 MAJOR WORLD MAJOR WORLD
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Flushing Town Hall hosts the Masters

Never before have five NEA Jazz Masters played together. Backstage at Flushing Town Hall are (l-r) Barry 
Harris, Jimmy Owens, Jimmy Heath, Jimmy Cobb and George Coleman. 

Jimmy Heath (2nd from l) kicks off the opening number. The National Endowment for the Arts has named 
about 100 Jazz Masters since 1982, when Dizzy Gillespie and Roy Eldridge were the first. The honor comes with 
a fellowship prize. 

Jimmy Cobb was the drummer on the best-selling jazz record of all time, 
Miles Davis' "Kind of Blue." 

Saxophonist Jimmy Heath, whose career started in the late 1940s with a 
band that included John Coltrane, and Jimmy Owens clown around dur-
ing a solo by pianist Barry Harris. 

Trumpeter Jimmy Owens, who came to fame in the 1970s with Billy Taylor, and the only youngster in the band, 
bassist David Wong. 

Barry Harris, who began in the 1950s in Gene Ammons' band, is the earli-
est Master in the group. He was named in 1989.

Photo by Michael Shain
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Special day for Phife Dawg in St. Albans

The extended family members of A Tribe Called Quest including (l-r) Q-Tip, Consequence,  Jarobi White, Dawg's 
widow Deisha Head Taylor  and DJ Rasta Root mark his death last year at the age of 46 from diabetic compli-
cations.  Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez 

Party in St. Albans! Police estimated the crowd for the street renaming 
at over 200.  Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez

The newly renamed street is across from the Nu-Clear dry cleaners, where the group 
shot their video for “Check the Rhime” in 1991.  Photo by Isis Sol Barreto

Gwen Davis (r), Q-Tip’s sister, shows a copy of the new street sign with Raquel Rigg (l) and Allison 
Bell.  Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez

Rapper Q-Tip spoke at the street renaming, telling the excited crowd: "When you look 
up and see those names  . . . you can aspire, and your names can join them."  

Photo by Adolfo Steve Vazquez

"Linden Boulevard, represent, represent," goes the refrain of A Tribe Called Quest's  
“Steve Biko (Stir It Up)” — and now the corner at Linden and 192nd Street is named for 
the group's late DJ, Malik “Phife Dawg” Taylor.  Photo by Adolfo Steve Alvarez
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BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Two years after the half-century-
old parking garage behind Borough 
Hall was hastily demolished as a safe-
ty hazard, setting off a neighborhood 
parking  nightmare, ground was bro-
ken this week for a green, suburban-
style parking lot.

The new $8.5-million lot on 132nd 
Street in Kew Gardens (see rendering 
above) will have enough room for 302 
cars at metered spaces and is slated for 
completion by next fall.

The loss of the garage’s 350 spaces 
caused a huge parking headache in the 
area, especially for people on jury duty 

at the courthouse next door or apply-
ing for marriage licenses at Borough 
Hall.  Cold, windy weather Monday 
morning kept the ground-breaking 
ceremony unusually brief, but Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz (center, 
below) looked relieved and heartened 
that work is finally set to begin. 

“The long-awaited, new municipal 
parking lot at Queens Borough Hall 
will alleviate current parking and 
traffic issues in the neighborhood and 
allow for more efficient processing of 
government business,” she said in a 
prepared statement, noting that the lot 
will even have places to sit and charg-
ing stations for electric vehicles.

Parking lot planned 
for Borough Hall

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

S eniors who are bilin-
gual and have spoken 
two or more languages 

since their youth may have 
cognitive advantages over 
adults who have only spo-
ken one language their en-
tire lives.

A new study headed by 
Brian Gold, a neurosci-
entist at the University of 
Kentucky College of Medi-
cine, which was published 
in the journal Neurosci-
ence, found that bilingual-
ism leads to heightened 
mental skills. In the study, 
participants were divided 
into three groups: bilingual 
seniors, monolingual se-
niors, and younger adults. 
Each group was instructed 
to sort colors and shapes in 
a series of simple cognitive 
exercises. The researchers 
used a brain imaging tech-
nique to compare how well 
the subjects switched be-
tween mental tasks. The re-
sults indicated there were 
different patterns of brain 
activity among the groups 
when the tasks were being 
completed.

The patterns showed 
that bilingual seniors were 
able to switch between 
tasks and activate their 
brains in a manner closer 
to the younger subjects. 
They didn’t have to expend 
much effort, and they out-
performed their peers who 
were monolingual. The re-
searchers surmised the 
bilingual seniors were us-
ing their brains more effi -
ciently.

Other studies have 
shown bilingualism pays 
even more dividends, in-
cluding improved cogni-
tive function in those suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s 
disease. A study titled 
“Lifelong Bilingualism 
Maintains Neural Effi -
ciency for Cognitive Con-
trol in Aging,” found that 
even though seniors who 
spoke dual languages had 
more brain atrophy due 
to Alzheimer’s, they were 
still able to function bet-
ter than individuals with 

lower levels of atrophy 
who spoke one language. 
Researchers believe that 
being bilingual strength-
ens the brain’s capacity 
for doing work, even if it is 
working at a defi cit.

The jury is still out as 
to whether learning a sec-
ond language or moving 
to a foreign country as 
an adult can provide the 
same level of cognitive ad-
vantage as being bilingual 
from childhood. However, 
learning a new language 
can help keep the brain 
sharp. Many experts now 
believe learning a sec-
ond language is no harder 
when you’re getting on in 
years than when you’re a 
child. 

There are different 
methods to learning a new 
language:

• Foreign language tapes
• Grammar and vocabu-

lary books from a child’s 
foreign language class

• A foreign language tu-
tor

• Vocabulary index 
cards

• Moving to a foreign 
country and learning 
through immersion

Bilingual seniors have 
distinct cognitive advan-
tages over other people 
who are monolingual. Urg-
ing children to learn a new 
language or learning as an 
adult can have profound ef-
fects on mental abilities.  

Cognitive 
ability better 

among bilingual

Seniors who have been bilingual 
since childhood have cognitive 
advantages over those who 
only speak one language.

Smokers have scores of reasons to give up 
the habit. In addition to contributing to car-
diovascular disease, lung cancer, and other 

lung ailments, cancers elsewhere in the body, 
wrinkled skin, and diseases of the eyes, nose and 
mouth, smoking may also contribute to cogni-
tive decline.

There’s growing evidence suggesting that 
using cigarettes can affect the brain in nega-
tive ways, including causing cognitive decline 
as early as age 45. According to the study “Im-
pact of Smoking on Cognitive Decline in Early 
Old Age,” led by Severine Sabia, as published 
in the journal Archives of General Psychiatry, 
smoking is a possible risk factor for dementia, 
although the impact smoking has on the brain 
may have been underestimated in elderly pop-
ulations because of the general shorter life 
span of smokers.

Study participants were given a battery 
of tests in memory, vocabulary, and execu-
tive function that included reasoning and fl u-
ency, and a global cognitive score. Both men 
and women participated (5,099 men and 2,137 
women, with a mean age of 56), and smoking 
history was recorded over the 10-year assess-
ment period. An analysis revealed that a cog-
nitive decline occurred in all tests except vo-
cabulary among all participants, but mostly in 
men. However, faster cognitive decline was ob-
served among current smokers compared with 
those who had never smoked. The size of the 
effect associated with smoking was similar to 
that of 10 years of aging.

Findings are similar to other research being 
done on the topic of smoking and its impact on 
the brain. The Alzheimer’s Society states that 
smoking is bad for the heart, lungs, and vascular 
system — including the blood vessels that feed 

oxygen and nutrients to the brain. Recent re-
search has shown that smoking is a signifi cant 
risk factor for vascular dementia and Alzheim-
er’s disease, with smokers twice as likely to de-
velop the disease as nonsmokers. 

The Mayo Clinic defi nes vascular dementia 
as problems with reasoning, planning, judge-
ment, memory, and other thought processes 
caused by brain damage from impaired blood 
fl ow to the brain. Factors that increase the risk 
for vascular dementia are high cholesterol and 
smoking.

Dementia can be brought on by stroke, 
whether it’s a large stroke or a series of mini-
strokes. WebMD says vascular dementia can 
occur over time as “silent” strokes build up — 
something that seems to occur more readily in 
smokers and those with cardiovascular disease.

Symptoms of cognitive decline that may re-
sult from smoking and vascular dementia can 
include:

• Problems with short-term memory
• Wandering or getting lost
• Trouble managing money
• Diffi culty planning or following through on 

activities
• Loss of bladder or bowel control
•  Delusions or hallucinations
• Inappropriate emotions
• Impaired coordination or balance
More research is needed with regard to the 

association between smoking and cognitive de-
cline related to dementia. If research continues 
to prove a correlation, greater warning may be 
issued about smoking and its effect on parts of 
the body beyond the heart and lungs. Even at 
this early junction, current research suggests 
yet another reason to quit lighting up.  

Cognitive decline another reason to quit

Smoking can damage blood vessels, which may be linked to cognitive decline and dementia. 

NO BUTTS
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FOCUS ON HEALTH

The cat was 
fed ten times
today

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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BY STEVE BARNES

For Katha Cato, looking to 
both the past and the future 
is essential.

Until recently, that past in-
cluded her life as a performer. 
It had been at least 30 years 
since she’d last performed as 
a member of such improvisa-

tionl troupes as Chicago City 
Limits, First Amendment 
Improv and Foreplay Impro-
vised Theater.

Cato remembers that as 

a lively and highly interest-
ing time. “At that point,” she 
says, “there was a lot of ex-
citement about long-form im-
provisation.”

And though “everybody 
in those companies remained 
close,” it took the death of 
one member a year or so ago 
to bring them back together. 
About six months after that, 
she received an e-mail out of 
the blue asking if she’d like 
to get back on stage. The an-
swer to that question was a 
definite “yes.”

The result is “Just the 
Three of Us: An Evening of Im-
provised Theater,” which Cato 
will perform with Lucy Avery 
Brooke and Joe Perce Nov. 30  
at 7 p.m. at Made in Queens 
(27-24 Queens Plaza South). Af-

ter that show, the trio will join 
forces with two more perform-
ers, Phil Nee and Lisa Burgett, 
for a larger-scale Jan. 22 show 
at the Terry Schreiber Studio 
on 26th Street in Manhattan.

Brooke, an artist, actor 
and writer, is a fellow veteran 
of First Amendment Improv 
and Chicago City Limits. She 
has also appeared on stage 
and screen with Jeff Bridges, 
Susan Sarandon and John Le-
guizamo. Writer, director and 
acting coach Perce has over 
30 years of improvisational 
comedy under his belt. Along 
with Cato, he was named one 
of the most exciting impro-
visers in the city by the New 
York Post back in 1989.

But while Brooke, Cato 
Continued on Page 44
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BACK IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Katha Cato brings stage, screen and 
community together in her multi-faceted work

Lucy Avery Brooke (l-r), Katha 
Cato and Joe Perce are appear-
ing in "Just the Three of Us: An 
Evening of Improvised Theatre"
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Thalia Hispanic Theatre — Colombian 
Dance Company Cali Salsa Pal’ Mundo is 
performing in “The History of Salsa.” This 
show explores the history of a genre that for 
decades has been embraced throughout the 
world and continues to enchant audiences 
with its rhythms and dance moves. 
When: Friday through Sunday, Nov. 25-27 at 
8 pm; Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2-3 at 8 pm. 
Where: Thalia Hispanic Theater, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Jesus Christ Superstar — From its 
beginnings as a rock-opera concept album, 
“Jesus Christ Superstar,” with music by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Tim 
Rice, became a hit Broadway musical. Based 
on the Gospels’ accounts of the last week 
of Jesus’s life, its story begins with the 
preparation for the arrival of Jesus and his 
disciples in Jerusalem and ends with the 
crucifi xion. This version is being presented 
by the World Voice Ensemble.
When: Sunday, Nov. 27; Tuesday, Nov. 29 and 
Friday, Dec. 2 at 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $20

Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.theworldvoiceensemble.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The Secret Theatre’s 
new children’s musical, “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” features Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue 
on a mission to fi nd his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly (who prefers pancakes to 
birdseed). Armed with a crew of misfi ts, Pete 
embarks on a journey complete with songs, 
sword fi ghts and audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Nov. 26 at 2:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: Adults, $15; children, $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722 
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Cabaret — Parkside Players is staging the 
Kander and Ebb musical about the exploits 
of American singer Sally Bowles in Weimar 
Berlin.
When: Friday and Saturday, Nov. 25-26 and 
Dec. 2-3 at 8 pm; Sunday, Nov., 27 at 2 pm.
Where: Parkside Players, Grace Lutheran 
Church, 103-15 Union Turnpike (at the corner 
of 71st Road and Union Turnpike), Forest Hills
Cost: Adults, $20; seniors, $18
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: parksideplayers.com

Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Tribe Called Quest’s 
new album “We’ll Take It 
From Here...Thank You 
4 Your Service,” will be 
their last, according to 
the group, particularly 
after founding member 
Mailk “Phife Dawg” Tay-
lor’s death earlier this 
year. The album is ut-
terly in keeping with the 
rest of the seminal hip-
hop group’s discography 
without ever giving into 
the pull of nostalgia. 

Though the new al-
bum by the group, which 
hails from Queens, was 
created over the past 
year, it seems particu-
larly timely in the after-
math of the presidential 
election.

The album’s roots 
lay in a reunion of the 
group in November 2015 
on “The Tonight Show” 
to celebrate the reissu-
ing of their debut album 

“People’s Instinctive 
Travels and the Paths 
of Rhythm.” That show 
aired on the same eve-
ning as the Paris terror 
attacks. Phife Dawg; Ka-
maal Ibn John Fareed, 
known as Q-Tip; MC Jar-
obi White and Ali Sha-
heed Muhammad agreed 
to meet weeks later at 
Q-Tip’s home studio in 
New Jersey. After Phife 
Dawg’s death in Febru-
ary from diabetes com-
plications it was assumed 
that the group would not 
release another album, 
and fans were overjoyed 
in August to hear an al-
bum was forthcoming. 

The guest performers 
cover a wide range—from 
Kanye West supplying 
the hook on “The Killing 
Season” and Kendrick 
Lamar adding a verse on 
“Conrad Tokyo,” to a spot 
by Elton John on “Solid 
Wall of Sound” and Jack 
White’s gnarled guitar on 

“Ego.” But you couldn’t 
pick out the guests with-
out a peek at the liner 
notes, and they remain 

subservient to the atmo-
sphere the group concocts 
throughout.

The live instrumenta-
tion offers a DIY sheen 

to the minutely crafted 
backgrounds that are the 
foundation for the MCs. 
The aggression tends to 
be found in the agility of 
the raps, whether from 
Q-Tip, Phife Dawg, White 
or frequent Tribe guests 
Busta Rhymes and Con-
sequence. Several of the 
songs continue in the 
vein of Tribe’s previous 
political work, with el-
liptical yet pointed cri-
tiques of the criminal 
justice system and the 
continued plight Afri-
can-American communi-
ties face.

“Imagine for one sec-
ond all the people are col-
ored, please

Imagine for one sec-
ond all the people in pov-
erty

No matter the skin 
tone, culture or time 
zone

Think the ones who 
got it

Would even think to 

throw you a bone?”
Q-Tip raps this in the 

opening song “The Space 
Program,” asserting that 
such a program might be 
beyond reach for the dis-
enfranchised throughout 
the country.

Yet the presidential 
election remains impos-
sible to shake in several 
moments throughout the 
record. In the chorus of 
“We the People,” Q-Tip 
breaks into a chorus  of 
“All you black folks, you 
must go, all you Mexi-
cans, you must go.” By 
doing so, he levels a 
pointed critique of the 
President-elect’s cam-
paign rhetoric. We all 
sing along, but if we stop 
to think, we may shiver 
at the thought.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

A Tribe Called Quest looks back and forward
Despite loss of Phife Dawg, group keeps its message current in newly released album

Continued on Page 41

A Tribe Called Quest has just released what the group says 
is thelr last  effort.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1395

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coff ee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection
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BY STEVE BARNES

Former Francis Lewis 
High School student Darius 
McCollum has been called the 
best-trained driver the MTA 
ever had. Comfortable at the 
controls of both subway trains 
and city buses, he started out 
by memorizing the New York 
City subway map by the age 
of 8, and became such a well-
known expert on the ins and 
outs of the city’s transit sys-
tem that the FBI consulted 
with him in the days following 
9/11.

But, as Adam Irving’s en-
grossing documentary “Off 
the Rails” makes clear, there 
was a catch. Despite all of Mc-
Collum’s expertise and skill, 
he was never actually an em-
ployee of the Transit Author-
ity. Having been taken on as 
a mascot by several transit 
workers while he was still a 
child, he managed to find a 
way to get access to uniforms, 
badges and even keys to trains 
and control rooms. Not only 
acting the part, but looking it 
as well, McCollum imperson-
ated the man he wanted to be: 
an MTA employee who took 

exceptionally good care of his 
passengers. His attempts to 
land a job with the MTA ended 
in failure, so his masquerade 
became the driving force in 
his life.

That masquerade, Irving’s 
film shows us, led McCollum 
several places. One of them 
was a status as a media figure 

and folk hero. “Off the Rails” 
is peppered with a who’s who 
of New York television per-
sonalities—from NY1’s Lewis 
Dodley to WNBC’s Chuck 
Scarborough—all of whom 
report on McCollum’s antics. 
In one particularly amusing 
scene late in the film, McCol-
lum picks up a copy of the New 

York Post with his picture on 
the cover, and sits down on a 
subway train next to an unas-
suming passenger. When he 
shows the woman his picture 
in the paper and asks her if 
she recognizes the photo’s sub-
ject, she shrugs with the most 
blasé of expressions, as if she 
couldn’t possibly be bothered.

But McCollum’s escapades 
did not just lead to celebrity. 
They also landed him in pris-
on, where he has spent over 
half of his adult life. McCollum 
has been arrested 26 times for 
such charges as grand larceny, 
possession of a forged instru-
ment, criminal impersonation 
of a police officer, unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle, and crim-
inal possession of stolen prop-
erty. Irving’s film follows him 
in and out of prison, charting 
his difficulties in dealing with 
a justice system that is simply 
incapable of dealing with the 
complex nature of both the 
man and his many serious, 
though victimless, crimes.

Much of that complexity 
comes from the root cause of 
McCollum’s obsession with 
trains and his need to keep 
on getting behind the controls 

of transit vehicles: he suffers 
from Asperger’s syndrome, a 
malady generally considered 
to be on the “high function-
ing” end of the autism spec-
trum. 

As several of the people 
that are spoken with in the 
film, including experts on 
autism and Asperger’s, Mc-
Collum’s psychotherapist and 
Sally Butler, the lawyer who 
eventually took on his case, 
agree, McCollum is in some 
ways a classic Asperger’s pa-
tient. The intense fascination 
with repetition and order, the 
sense of discomfort in social 
situations and the inability 
to control obsessions are all 
part of the classic Asperger’s 
profile. The inability of New 
York’s criminal justice sys-
tem to comprehend or deal 
with this aspect of a prison-
er’s makeup is delineated in 
convincing detail in “Off the 
Rails,” which makes a strong 
case for action being taken to 
change that situation.

But there are other ways 
in which McCollum is not a 
classic Asperger’s patient, 

BY MERLE EXIT

How can you not want 
to get up and boogie when 
you hear songs like “That’s 
The Way I Like It,” “Get 
Down Tonight,” “Boogie 
Shoes,” “Please Don’t Go” 
and “Shake Your Booty”? 
Those were just some of 
the many songs performed 
by the timeless KC and The 
Sunshine Band at Queens-
borough Performing Arts 
Center Nov. 19.  

That show was just the 
opening salvo of a busy, en-
tertainment-packed sched-
ule at QPAC in the weeks 
to come

“We are so delighted to 
bring to the community 
these special presenta-
tions, which one would 
otherwise need to travel 
into Manhattan to see,” 
said Susan Agin, QPAC’s 
executive and artistic di-
rector.

The North Country 
Center for the Arts Na-

tional Touring Company 
is presenting an original 
production of Charles Dick-
ens’ classic tale “A Christ-
mas Carol” on Friday, Dec. 
9.  This is what you would 
call a “Christmas gift of a 
show” for the whole family. 
There will be music, laugh-
ter, a couple of scary ghosts 
and one extremely grumpy 
old man.  

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) is sponsoring 
QPAC’s Family Fun Sat-
urday Night Singalong 
Series. This season cel-
ebrates the magic of Dis-
ney and the audience is 
encouraged to sing and 
dance their way through 
three Disney favorites. It’s 
part of a one-of-a-kind in-
teractive family-oriented 
film series. The films will 
be captioned, so if you 
don’t remember the lyrics 
to the songs, you won’t be 
lost. There will also be a 
trivia contest with prizes 

before each showing and 
coming dressed up as your 
favorite Disney character 
is encouraged. All show-
ings are $5. Tickets can 
be purchase online: www.
visitQPAC.org or by call-
ing the box office (718) 631-
6311. 

On Saturday, Dec. 10, 
it’s “The Little Mermaid.” 
In case you don’t know 
the plot: against her dad’s 
wishes, Ariel journeys be-
yond her own world to the 
surface, where she falls 
in love with Prince Eric, 
a handsome human. Fool-
ishly, the little mermaid 
enters into an agreement 
with evil sea witch Ursula 
in order to become human 
herself. 

“Tarzan” takes the 
screen Saturday, Jan. 14, 
2017 at 6:30 p.m. It’s the well-
known story of a man who 
is raised by gorillas, taken 
to a new level through its 
spirited animation. Tarzan 
must decide where he real-

ly belongs when he discov-
ers he is a human. You’ll 
hear the voices of Glenn 
Close, Rosie O’Donnell and 
Tony Goldwyn. 

Third in the series is 
“Tangled” Feb. 11, 2017, a 
movie that involves Ra-
punzel and her long golden 
hair.  

On Sunday, Feb. 26, 2017, 
Verdi’s romantic “La Tra-
viata,” one of the world’s 
most-popular operas, will 
be performed in Italian 
with English Supertitles. 
La Traviata tells the story 
of a scandalous love affair 
between a famed Parisian 
courtesan and a naïve no-
bleman. Giuseppe Verdi’s 
music animates the world 
of Violetta, the beautiful 
courtesan who must aban-
don her beloved Alfredo to 
save his family’s honor.

Check out the calendar 
for further concerts that 
include: Billy Porter in 
Concert, Swan Lake and 
Venessa Williams. 

Darius McCollum wearing full MTA regalia in Adam Irving's "Off the 
Rails." Photo by Adam Irving

Season fi lled with big events coming to QPAC

An MTA star turns out to be a fake
‘Off the Rails’ tells story of a man who lived his dream by commandeering subway trains

Continued on Page 45

"A Christmas Carol" is coming to QPAC Dec. 9. 
Courtesy QPAC
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FILM

See It Big! Holiday Films 
— This series travels a bit 
off the traditional holiday-
movie path to screen fi lms 
that fi nd feelings of discord 
beneath the cheery seasonal 
surface. With a wide 
selection of great movies by 
directors including Woody 

Allen, Ingmar Bergman, Joe 
Dante, John Huston, Stanley 
Kubrick, Ernst Lubitsch, 
Vincente Minnelli and more, 
it is the Museum of the 
Moving Image’s holiday 
treat, an assortment of 
classic movies made to be 
enjoyed on the big screen.
When: Through Dec. 24
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 

Cost: $12 adults (18+), $9 
seniors citizens (65+), $9 
students (18+) with valid 
ID, $7 youth (3–17). Free for 
Museum members at the 
Film Lover and Kids Premium 
levels and above, and 
children under 3 (for family 
programs)
Contact: (718) 777-6820
Website: movingimage.us
  

EVENTS

Resume Building and 
Interview Preparation 
— These two workshops 
provide essential 
information for job seekers. 
In the Resume Building 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Nov. 25-Dec. 1, 2016

By Bill Deasy

Play on Words
Across
1. Cobra kin
6. Lap of luxury
10. FX's The 
Americans topic
13. Cousin of aloha
14. Reads quickly
16. That Geller feller
17. Hate + a Jet 
Blue employee
19. Outlaw
20. Main course
21. With distinction
23. Be in a huff
25. Cork locale
26. 19th hole
29. Got off the 
bottom?
32. Mil. org. on 
campus
34. Like good cheese
36. Refine, as a skill
37. Marble-cake 
pattern
39. Weapon for 
Colonel Mustard
40. Capital of Syria
41. Portico for Plato
42. Mustang not yet 
broken
44. Key feature?
46. Poetically black
47. Nutmeg coat
48. Remove, as paint
50. Word with tail 
or back
51. Links hazard
53. Barbershop 
offering
55. Couple
58. Pants

62. ___ Lanka
63. Before + an 
NBC show
65. Teflon item
66. "Gedoudahere!"
67. Unadulterated
68. "OK," to Popeye
69. Rope-fiber 
source
70. One with a check

Down
1. Like a neat bed
2. City of Yemen
3. Diamond 
accessory?
4. One side of a 
turn-ofthe- century 
war
5. Stocks and bonds
6. Clairvoyant claim
7. Related (to)

8. ICBM's place
9. Act the drama 
queen
10. Renting option 
+ a Beatles song
11. Implore
12. ___ and yang
15. Domestic 
flights?
18. Saw things?
22. Look without 
buying
24. They come to 
court
26. Pointed remark
27. Ancient Greek 
market
28. Essay + a 
glass of merlot
30. Starting point
31. Leave in the 
lurch

33. Emulate Crosby
35. Awakenings 
Oscar nominee
38. About 30% of 
the Earth
43. Holds tight
45. Low grade?
49. Traffic snarler
52. Veranda
54. Mediterranean 
island nation
55. Built-in airplane 
server
56. Hardly more than
57. Big cheese in 
Holland
59. Mayor's domain
60. "Trick" joint
61. Really dry
62. Baden-Baden 
is one
64. Arena blaster

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

UP IN SMOKE
S O D A G O D W E A V E S
A N O N O N E A D D I C E
A C U T A R T H U R A S H E
B E G A L E S E Y E O N

F L U I D P O E T
G A L O R E D A F F O D I L
I O U S A T A C O S I M A
M K T S W A L T Z S S N S
M A I G A M E S V A M O S
E Y E S O R E S A E R A T E

A D D S I C E I N
S A L V O O R T S T Y S
G R E A T L A K E S A L A I
T A N G A R E N A P E L T
S L O E S T Y E S U S E S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

workshop, participants 
will learn about types of 
resumes, what to include 
and not include, and tips for 
making a resume stronger. 
The Interview Preparation 
workshop teaches 
participants how to prepare 
for an interview, successfully 
deal with diffi cult questions 
and follow up properly 
afterwards. Preregister for 
either seminar at jobmap.
queenslibrary.org.
When: Tuesday, Nov. 29. 
“Resume Building” is from 
12:30 pm to 2 pm; “Interview 
Preparation” is from 2 pm 
to 3 pm
Where: Queens Library, Long 
Island City branch, 37-44 
21st St.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 752-3700
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

MUSIC

Alex Conde — Jazz and 
fl amenco pianist Alex Conde 
is s a graduate in classical 
music from the Jose Iturbi 
Conservatory of Music and 
in jazz piano from el Liceu 
de Barcelona. He began 
his tenure in the U.S. after 
winning a scholarship to 
attend the prestigious Berklee 
College of Music in Boston. 

While pursuing this degree 
(2009) in jazz performance at 
Berklee, he received the Jazz 
Revelation Award.
When: Saturday, Nov. 26, 
9 pm
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: terraza7.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Rangers Choice: The 
World’s Fair Adventure 
Quest — Learn about the 
World’s Fair and Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park as 
you’ve never experienced 
them before. This challenge 
leads teams through the 
park on a part scavenger 
hunt, part walking tour that 
combines easy physical 
challenges, photo clues, and 
searches while testing your 
knowledge of local history. 
Registration is required at 
www.nycgovparks.org/reg/
rangers.
When: Sunday, Nov. 27, 10 
am - 11:30 am
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, 111th Street at 
45th Avenue
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.

org/programs/rangers

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Queens Collects: 60 Years 
at the GTM —  Selections 
from the best of the over 
6,000 works in the collection 
of the Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
are on display in this major 
exhibition. It revisits the 
creation of the collection, 
exploring the museum 
founders, featuring donations 
from the past decade and 
examining art collecting 
today. Highlights include a 
triptych sculpture by Louise 
Nevelson, Indonesian Ikat 
textiles, and 5th century 
ceramics from Nazca, Peru, 
among other treasures. 
During this show, the 
museum will provide curator-
led tours and discussions 
on art collecting as an 
individual, as a museum and 
as an artist.
When: Through Dec. 17. 
Museum hours are Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7pm and 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., 405 
Klapper Hall, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: gtmuseum.org

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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and Perce all hung out 
and worked in the same 
scene, they have, in Ca-
to’s words “never, ever 
been on stage together 
before,” so in a sense the 
actors will be using the 
improvisational process 
to learn about each other 
as much as they will be 
learning about their au-
dience, which itself plays 
a central role in Wednes-
day’s show.

“There is absolutely 
no separation between us 
and our audience,” Cato 
says. That’s because the 
improvisation the three 
will perform are to be 
inspired by spontaneous 
audience suggestions. 
It’s “guerrilla improv,” 
she adds, “really down 
and dirty.”

Another piece of that 
past is a highly unusual 
holiday movie that Cato 
made with her husband, 
Don, 10 years ago. When 
Cato calls it “a subver-
sive film that takes on 
Christmas in a pretty 
challenging manner,” 
she’s not kidding. “Be 

My Oswald” is the story 
of a militant female veg-
etarian who conspires to 
assassinate Santa Claus.

To celebrate the 
film’s 10th annversary, 
the Catos are holding a 
free screening Dec. 17 
in the Zukor Theatre at 
Kaufman Astoria Stu-
dios (at the corner of 
35th Avenue and 35th 
Street). For more infor-
mation, go to www.fa-
cebook.com/Be-My-Os-
wald-176612885804645/

But reconnecting 
with her performing 
past is only a small part 
of what Cato is contrib-
uting to Queens’ artistic 
landscape. She is also 
the executive director of 
the Queens World Film 
Festival. (Don Cato is 
the festival’s artistic di-
rector.) For the last six 
years, QWFF has been 
bringing a cutting-edge 
selection of films to bor-
ough audiences. From 
Bulgaria and Serbia, to 
Sunnyside and Corona, 
the QWFF’s offerings 
provide a window into 
how people around the 
world live, all the while 
highlighting the com-
mon threads that bring 
everyone together.

As Year Seven of the 
festival approaches, Cato 
is optimistic about its 
growth. “We are already 
about to blow past the 
number of submissions 
we had last year,” she 
says. Since last year’s fes-
tival screened 144 films 
from 23 countries, that 
indicates a pretty strong 
level of interest and par-
ticipation. Filmmakers 
have until Dec. 1 to sub-
mit films for next year’s 
festival, which will run 
from March 14 -19, 2017.

One of the most prom-
ising trends that Cato has 
witnessed is the ever-in-
creasing number of wom-
en who submit films to 

the festival. Following a 
125 percent increase from 
2015 to 2016 in the num-
ber of films by women 
shown at QWFF, she says 
that this year promises to 
make even further gains.

In its welcoming stance 
toward filmmakers and 
sense of inclusion, the 
QWFF is an undertaking 
that emphasizes commu-
nity—between filmmak-
ers themselves as well as 
between filmmakers and 
their audiences.

“The Queens World 
Film Festival shows an 
amount of love for film-
makers which is unri-
valed,” said Faiyaz Lafri, 
whose “Planet Utero” won 

the prize for Best Anima-
tion at the 2013 QWFF.

One way that the 
QWFF makes a connec-
tion with the larger com-
munity is through its 
Young Filmmakers Pro-
gram. which the festival 
says is “one the coolest 
things we do.” Since 2008, 
Don Cato has coordinat-
ed the program which 
brings industry profes-
sionals to PS 69 in Jack-
son Heights to help fifth-
grade students produce 
narrative short films.

Taking students from 
original pitch to comple-
tion of their films, the 
program lets them ro-
tate through production 
roles. It is the goal of the 
program to make sure 
each of them fully partici-
pates in the collaborative 
nature of making films. 
“The kids are shooting, 
making costumes, every-
thing,” Katha Cato says 
about the program.

Once their films 
are finished, there is a 
“mauve carpet” event. 
At the event, a runway of 
mauve paper festooned 
with stars bearing the 
names of all the partici-
pants is unrolled to greet 
the young filmmakers as 

they come to watch their 
productions being pro-
jected on the big screen. 
This year’s event will take 
place at PS 69 in March. 

As QWFF grows, 
Katha Cato is looking to 
expand its schedule and 
to hopefully bring its of-
fering to parts of the bor-
ough far from its main 
homes at the Museum of 
the Moving Image in Asto-
ria and the Secret Theatre 
in Long Island City. “Our 
mission would be to pos-
sibly have screenings the 
last week of every month, 
going from neighborhood 
to neighborhood all across 
Queens,” she says.

That desire to forge 
connections with all 
parts of Queens as well as 
show work from all over 
the world is, for Cato, 
the heart of QWFF’s vi-
sion. Whether through 
bringing films to a wider 
range of viewers or by 
showing those viewers a 
diverse range of stories, 
her aim is to underline 
what unites all the bor-
ough’s residents. “I want 
to bring us together,” she 
says, “to show people 
that the same things that 
terrify you are the things 
that terrify me.”

Continued from Page 39 

Cato

Katha and Don Cato on the Young Filmmakers Program 
"mauve carpet." Courtesy QWFF

AMERICAN GRILL

Sullivan's Specializes in Holiday Parties & Events
At your home or in our home, let us take the stress away from you and cater your next event!

TRAYS TO GO!
Buffalo Wings

50 Count: $45  100 Count: $90
Chicken Francaise

1/2 Tray: $45  Full Tray: $85
Chicken Marsala

1/2 Tray: $45  Full Tray: $85
Eggplant Parmesan

1/2 Tray: $40  Full Tray: $75
Sausage & Peppers

1/2 Tray: $40  Full Tray: $75
Rigatoni Bolognese

1/2 Tray: $40  Full Tray: $75
Penne Alla Vodka

1/2 Tray: $35  Full Tray: $65

SAMPLE BUFFET AND SIT-DOWN SELECTIONS
PACKAGES START AT $19.95 PP

Sullivan's American Grill 

   with Vodka Cream Sauce or Pesto

  with Tomatoes, Onions, Olives and White Sauce

  with Sauted Mushrooms
Served with Bread, Salad, Rice, Vegetables & Soft Drinks.

PARTY HEROES W/ CHOICE OF SALAD
American – Roast Beef, Turkey, American Cheese, Lettuce & Tomato -$15 per ft.

Grilled Chicken, Mozzarella, Roasted Red Pepper & Balsamic Vinaigrette Dressing - $17 per ft.
Ham, Swiss Cheese, Genoa Salami, Prosciutto, Lettuce, Tomato & Italian Dressing - $17 per ft.

Grilled Eggplant, Squash, Zucchini & Portobello Mushroom w/Feta Cheese - $15 per ft.

For Luncheons or Bereavement Gatherings, please call for reduced rates.
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and they are what give 
Irving’s film its charm 
and make watching it an 
eventually heart-break-
ing experience. McCol-
lum, for all of his crimi-
nal activities, is seen 
as an innocent in the 
film. He comes across as 
warm, empathetic and 
amazingly unscarred 
by his long residence in 
the prison system. Ir-
ving highlights that in-
nocence by using many 
photographs of McCol-
lum as a child, and by 
illustrating many of the 
film’s points through the 
use of whimsical ani-
mated sequences.

He is also aided great-
ly in that quest by the 
other starring presence 
in “Off the Rails”: Eliza-
beth McCollum, Darius’s 
mother. A living, breath-
ing definition of the word 
“motherly,” she shows 
such unadulterated love 
for her son, who quite 
obviously returns the 
emotion, that our sym-
pathies cannot help but 
go out to both of them. 

They are the center of an 
emotionally compelling 
and extremely entertain-
ing story, one that brings 
a complex situation to 
light, and spotlights a 
character who embodies 
the energy and eccentric-
ities that make New York 
special.

“Off the Rails” just 
finished a run at the 
Metrograph theater in 
Manhattan. It will be 
available for purchase 
and streaming in 2017. 
For more information 
and future screening 
dates, go to www.offther-
ails.com.

Continued from Page 42 

McCollum

Darius McCollum shows off proof of his fame in "Off the 
Rails." Photo by Adam Irving

PRIVATE ROOMS: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 +tax p/p
(50 Person Minimum) 

Thursday: $65.00 +tax p/p ( 50 Person Minimum) 
Friday & Saturday: $75.00 +tax p/p (100 Person Minimum) 

Sunday: $75.00 +tax p/p (50 Person Minimum) 

FOR THOSE SMALLER COMPANIES THAT CAN NOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, 
WE CAN OFFER A SEMI PRIVATE AREA IN OUR MAIN BALLROOM (With other groups of guests) 

D.J. INCLUDED 

DECEMBER 9th & DECEMBER 14th ONLY $60.00 +tax p/p (10 Person Minimum)

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW 
& YOUR TICKET AT OUR NEW YEAR’S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 

p/p

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

718-224-8787 * www.thedouglastonmanor.com 
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD. * DOUGLASTON * N.Y * 11363

PR
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm



47  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 25–DEC. 1, 2016TL

MYRTLE AVE
Holiday Savings Every Day of the Week on Myrtle Ave.
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Avenue & Fresh Pond Road)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.comFollow us  
on Twitter

Santa 
Pictures
Bring Your Own Camera 

Shop Small Business 
Saturday,  

November 26th 
www.shopsmall.com

Saturday, Nov. 26th   
Opera on Tap Carolers 2 - 4PM 

Strolling on Myrtle Ave.  
in the BID

Saturday, Nov. 26th  
12pm – 2pm

Venditti Square 
(Myrtle and St. Nicholas Ave)

Face Painting, Balloons & more
Live Holiday Music by 
NYC Brass Entourage
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cent years, Moya discussed 
the overcrowding it causes 
in schools forcing many stu-
dents to learn in trailers and 
how downzoning South Co-
rona would allow infrastruc-
ture to catch up to the cur-
rent population and restrict 
over-development. Residents 
mentioned other consequenc-
es of over-development, such 
as scarce parking and illegal 
driveways in the neighbor-
hood.

“Bringing this many agen-

cies under one roof to help 
improve the quality of life of 
our constituency is an over-
whelmingly gratifying feel-
ing,” CB 4 District Manager 
Christian Cassagnol said. 
“Our residents have a voice, 
and the fact that they have a 
chance to express their con-
cerns at these yearly meet-
ings is a positive and effec-
tive way of letting them know 
that we are here to listen and 
assist in any way we can.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

be established to report on 
the program’s cost, the rate of 
utilization of each charging 
station, recommendations 
for expansion, the feasibil-
ity of on-street charging, and 
any other recommendations 
regarding electric vehicle 
charging stations.

“Electric vehicles are be-
coming increasingly popular 
transportation options, and it 
is our responsibility as a city 
on the forefront of innovation 
in sustainability to make 
sure that our infrastructure 
matches that demand,” Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) said. 
“Our commitment to an en-
vironmentally friendly New 
York City includes imple-
menting renewable measures 
across the board, and this 
charging station pilot pro-
gram is a great step towards 
enhancing the options avail-
able to move our residents 
around.”

Constantinides, the chair-
man of the Council’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Com-
mittee, believes the program 

will encourage more New 
Yorkers to make the switch to 
electric cars. Most of the ex-
isting charging stations are 
in residences or private park-
ing garages.

“While the city has made 
tremendous strides to set 
the example by greening its 
own fleet, private electrical 
vehicle registration in New 
York City remains low,” New 
York League of Conserva-
tion Voters President Marcia 
Bystryn said. “Consumers 
are still concerned about get-
ting stuck without a place to 
charge their car and that is 
among the biggest barriers to 
increased adoption rate.” 

She said the bill would 
help to rectify that situation 
and encourage the build-out 
of a robust citywide charging 
system.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

the instilled ban. The bill 
pertains to whole homes and 
apartments in buildings with 
three or more units.

The rental of units for less 
than 30 days in multi-unit 
buildings has been illegal 
since 2010, but the city intends 
to enforce a ban on publicizing 
the rentals.

Airbnb started in San Fran-
cisco in 2008 as a platform for 
people to rent out parts of their 
home as a way to supplement 
their income. The number of 
hosts has exploded since the 
company’s beginnings, and 
Airbnb now counts about 2 
million separate listings in 
nearly 200 different countries 
around the world.

There are fewer Airbnb 
rentals available in Queens in 
comparison to Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, according to In-
side Airbnb, an independent 
site that measures listings 
on the Airbnb platform. The 
greatest concentration is in 

Astoria and Long Island City, 
with fewer options available in 
northeastern and southeast-
ern Queens.

The average Airbnb unit 
in Queens is available for 136 
nights per year, according to 
an Inside Airbnb analysis of 
the number of reviews left by 
renters. About 39 percent of 
the Queens listings are from 
hosts with multiple listings of 
units, according to the data, 
and the site cautions that it 
is possible they are “running 
a business without a license 
and not paying taxes, and if 
they are renting out an entire 
home or apartment and aren’t 
present, are probably doing so 
illegally.”

Peter Schottenfels, a 
spokesman for Airbnb, said 
61 hosts out of 1,229 in Queens 
had multiple listings, accord-
ing to Airbnb data, though 
that did not necessarily mean 
those listings were illegal. 
Airbnb supplied data saying 
that Queens residents earned 
a median of $3,949 annually 
from hosting on Airbnb. He 
said Airbnb had scrubbed 

3,396 listings of people sus-
pected to be shared by hosts 
with multiple listings since 
November 2015, with 205 of 
those in Queens. Schottenfels 
said the hotel industry was 
behind much of the opposition 
from elected officials. 

“We have a series of policy 
recommendations that we 
think would help allow people 
to share their primary home,” 
Schottenfels said. “The hotel 
industry is not interested in 
having that conversation.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) assert-
ed that Airbnb and other ille-
gal rentals “hurt the quality of 
life in Queens by turning our 
neighborhoods into transient 
communities.”

“I applaud Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s decision to crack 
down on illegal advertising,” 
he said. “This law will help de-
ter people from renting their 
space illegally and will ensure 
that residential communities 
don’t become haphazard ho-
tels.”

tion and American democracy. 
But classroom attendance has 
dwindled since the election, 
according to Bahram.

“We have lost some of our 
students, who have stopped 
coming to our classes just be-
cause of their appearance,” 
Bahram said. “Ninety-nine 
percent of the women coming 
to use our services are Mus-
lims wearing hijabs.”

She pointed out that at 
the after-school program last 
week, “one of the mothers 
called and said, ‘I’m sorry 
I’m not able to come pick up 
my son.  Can I send assign my 
neighbor to come pick up my 

children?”
This parent is known to 

Bahram as a mother who reg-
ularly picks up her children 
herself. After the election, 
however, her husband, con-
cerned for her safety, said she 
should not leave the house.

Jesus Huerta came from 
Mexico as a child and did not 
know he was undocumented 
until several of his family 
members were deported. Now 
a student at Hunter College, 
Huerta said he would like to 
keep the education system to 
stay open to undocumented 
immigrants so they can have 
the same opportunities in the 
United States as everybody 
else.

According to Stephanie 
Mulcock from Cidadao Global, 
there was an influx of immi-

grants from Brazil over the 
summer because of political 
unrest. Now Brazilian immi-
grants are facing even more 
uncertainty.

Children are also facing 
bullying in schools, according 
to Rokeya Akhter, founder of 
the New American Women’s 
Forum.

“The fear that we feel right 
now is indescribable,” Akhter 
said. “I don’t how to describe 
how I feel when I hear my neph-
ew asking me how we’re going 
to survive here when we’re at 
school and they’re telling us to 
go back to our country. This is 
my country.”

Katz remarked that the 
common word used during the 
Speak Out session was “uncer-
tainty.”

Continued from Page 4 

Speakout
Continued from Page 9 

Corona

Continued from Page 5 

Electric cars

Continued from Page 5 

Airbnb

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

It started with pick-up 
games in a driveway upstate. 
Now the Rowland sisters are 
rebuilding the Queens Col-
lege women’s basketball pro-
gram. 

MacKenzie, Madison and 
Merrick Rowland grew up 
playing basketball together—
whether it was drills in the 
gym or a bit of friendly fam-
ily competition or even lead-
ing their high school squad to 
postseason glory. But while 
their pasts have been chock-
full of hoops highlights, 
the Rowland sisters never 
thought about playing col-
lege basketball together. In 
fact, their roundabout road 
to Knights stardom is a bit 
of a surprise for everyone in-
volved. 

“I think a lot of people 
think it was some sort of de-
vious plan I had all along. I 
didn’t,” said Queens College 
coach Elizabeth Naumovski. 
“I recruited MacKenzie first 

at an AAU event and she 
wasn’t playing with either of 
her sisters on the team. So I 
saw her for who she was and 
when I was recruiting her, 
she didn’t even mention that 
she had sisters who were 
good at playing basketball.”

MacKenzie was the first 
Rowland sister to commit 
and it wasn’t until the family 
came down for a pre-season 
brunch with the team that 
Naumovski even realized 
there was more basketball 
talent in this particular gene 
pool. The trio’s father, Der-
rick, was quick to point out 
that middle-sister Madison 
was looking for a college 
program and it only took 
Naumovski a few moments of 
watching her play to realize 
she was a perfect fit for the 
Knights. 

It didn’t take long for Mad-
ison to agree. 

“It became like a family 
thing to be able to play with 
MacKenzie again,” she said. 

BY LAURA AMATO

Jonathan Cato couldn’t feel 
any of his extremities. It didn’t 
matter. He would have stood 
outside, battling freezing cold 
and gusts of wind for another 
two hours if it meant Bayside’s 
football season didn’t end on 
Sunday afternoon. 

It didn’t. 
The fourth-seeded Com-

modores cruised to a 33-7 vic-
tory over Springfield Gardens 
in the PSAL bowl conference 
quarterfinals, keeping the 
squad’s championship hopes 
alive. 

“Right now I can’t feel my 
toes at all. I feel like they’re 
about to drop off,” Cato said. 
“But we managed to stay in 
the game and I kept myself go-
ing and we got the win.”

Bayside set the tone from 
the get-go, scoring on its first 
two drives of the game as quar-
terback Tequan Evans jump-
started the Commodores. The 

junior rushed for the game’s 
opening score and then con-
nected with Robert Williams 
on a 45-yard strike to put Bay-
side up 14 and left the Golden 
Eagles searching for defensive 
answers. 

“I just told my line to give 
me three seconds,” Evans said 
of the touchdown throw. “I 
knew I could get the ball out 
of my hands and let it fly. We 
were able to make it happen.”

Evans wasn’t able to throw 
quite as much as the Com-
modores would have liked—
fighting some serious wind 
gusts across the field—but 
Bayside’s offense didn’t miss a 
single step as it settled into the 
ground game. 

As the squad continued to 
pull away, there was, simply, 
no reason to deviate from what 
was working. 

“It was a very good rhythm,” 
Bayside coach Jason Levitt 
said. “I was very concerned 
with the wind and I think the 

biggest play of the game was 
that touchdown catch. And 
they only really ran the ball, 
so once we got ahead it was 
kind of up to us.”

The Commodores con-
trolled tempo throughout the 
game—adding a Cato touch-
down run in the second to take 
a 20-point lead into the break—
but it wasn’t just Bayside’s of-
fense that led the charge. The 
defense refused to back down 
either, giving up just two first 
downs in the first 24 minutes 
of play. 

“If they were going to beat 
us, they were going to have to 
beat us passing and they don’t 
want to do that,” Levitt said. 
“Plus, the weather, so it was 
a little bit easier for the game 
plan because they just didn’t 
want to pass.”

The Golden Eagles didn’t 
complete a single pass by the 
final whistle and struggled to 
move the ball as Bayside’s de

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Elijah Walcott notched an interception on defense and racked up the yardage on offense as Bayside ran all 
over Springfield Gardens in a PSAL Bowl quarterfinal.  Photo by William Thomas

Madison Rowland became the Knights' all-time leading scorer last 
weekend, further cementing her family's legacy at Queens College.  

Queens College Athletics

Bayside goes to semis
Commodores crush Springfi eld Gardens squad 33-7

Sister act is thriving 
at Queens College
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BY LAURA AMATO

Christ the King basketball 
coach Joe Arbitello has been 
pleasantly surprised. 

He knew his team was 
talented, but he wasn’t quite 
expecting this year’s Royals 
squad to be ready to contend 
for a title. He has a different 
feeling about that now. 

“I’m excited and happy,” 
Arbitello said. “And I don’t 
normally say that. I think 
we’re tough. I think we’re 
good. I think we’re better than 
what people think we’re going 
to be. And I’ve got a bunch of 
young guys that want to learn 
and play hard.”

The Royals graduated a 
good chunk of their starting 
lineup from last season—a 
team that came up just short 
of its city championship goal—
but despite the overall youth of 
this season’s Christ the King 
squad, the group has found its 
rhythm early. 

And that rhythm is based, 
almost entirely, on an ability 
to move the ball. 

“Mainly it’s just been about 
[working on] confidence,” said 
junior guard Tyson Walker. 
“We can communicate well 
and we can run the floor and 
we can score. Everybody pass-

es the ball well, too.”
There have been plenty of 

preseason questions regarding 
the Royals’ youth, but if there’s 
one thing that’s certain about 
Christ the King it’s the team’s 
on-court leader—senior point 
guard Jose Alvarado. 

The longtime varsity 
standout and recent Georgia 
Tech commit shouldered a 
good amount of pressure for 
the Royals last season, and 
was the unquestioned spark 
that made Christ the King’s of-
fense go. Now he’ll have to do 
even more—be an extension 
of Arbitello on the court—but 
the Royals coach isn’t worried 
about Alvarado. 

“Jose’s the one guy in all 
my years of coaching, I don’t 
have to worry about,” he said. 
“He can fit into anything be-
cause he does everything.”

In addition to Alvarado and 
Walker in the backcourt, Arbi-
tello expects to start small for-
ward Jared Harrison-Hunte 
and 6-foot-10 center Kofi Cock-
burn. The fifth spot is still a 
bit up in the air, but that un-
certainty has only helped up 
the intensity in these early-
season practices. 

It’s also given Arbitello the 
opportunity to get a bit more 
hands-on with this squad. He’s 

teaching again, molding play-
ers to fit in a Christ the King 
program that’s a perennial 
force across the city. 

“It’s a little bit more excit-
ing in the fact that I’ve got 
to come in and teach and go 
through it,” he said. “Last 
year I had so many experi-
enced guys who knew exactly 
what was going on and, at 
times, that’s probably a little 
less fun, but it’s also a lot less 
frustrating.”

Arbitello—and his team—
know it won’t be easy. The 
league isn’t wide open this 
year and there are plenty 
of squads across Brooklyn-
Queens that could contend for 
a title or, even a city champi-
onship. That hardly means the 
Royals aren’t prepared to try. 

In fact, this year’s team 
is ready to prove something. 
There’s a youth movement 
happening in Middle Village 
this season and Christ the 
King is ready to surprise a few 
people. 

“I feel like we’re very 
tough, a lot of talent, but we’re 
very young,” Walker said. “We 
feel like we have a lot to show 
people. Just because we’re 
young doesn’t mean anything. 
We still can play anybody.”

BY LAURA AMATO

The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team couldn’t quite 
mount a late-game comeback 
last Friday night, but the Red 
Storm’s freshman backcourt 
continued to impress. 

The Johnnies fell 92-86 
to Minnesota in the young 
squad’s first true test of the 
season. But while the final 
score wasn’t exactly what 
St. John’s hoped for, the one-
two punch of Marcus LoVett 
and Shamorie Ponds hardly 
blinked under the national 
spotlight. 

“Any game we play is going 
to be a good test,” Red Storm 
coach Chris Mullin said. 
“We’ve got guys that haven’t 
played college basketball and 
the guys returning are sopho-
mores. We’ll learn from it, 
keep working and we’ll get bet-
ter for it.”

LoVett once again paced 
St. John’s with a team-high 
31 points in addition to five 
assists. The performance was 

the highest point total by a Red 
Storm freshman since Moe 
Harkless racked up 32 against 

Providence in 2011. 
Ponds, meanwhile, just 

missed his second straight 
double-double of the early 
schedule, notching 23 points 
and eight rebounds. 

The duo became the first 
freshmen to record 20-plus 
points in back-to-back games 
since D’Angelo Harrison did it 
against UCLA and DePaul in 
February 2012. 

The most impressive 
LoVett-Ponds stat line of the 
night, however, came down 
the stretch as the duo did their 
best to will St. John’s to a come-
from-behind victory. The Red 
Storm trailed by as many as 
15 points with just over 12 min-
utes left in regulation before 
the two took control, sparking 
the offense and clawing back 
to within three on a Tariq Ow-
ens put-back slam. 

That offensive push 
couldn’t quite last. 

Minnesota jumped back out 
to a double-digit lead with 4:37 
left in regulation and while 
the Storm cut the deficit sev-

eral times, St. John’s missed a 
handful of prime shots as the 
seconds ticked away. 

“You’re going to make and 
miss shots,” Mullin said. “We 
didn’t get the quality shots 
that I would like. I would like 
more ball movement and some 
high pick-and-rolls. The ball 
was a little stagnant but that 
happens when you’re down.”

The key down the stretch—
and something Mullin harped 
on throughout the preseason—
rested on St. John’s defensive 
performance. LoVett and Ponds 
racked up the points, but col-
lectively the Red Storm strug-
gled to slow down Minnesota’s 
weapons. Amir Coffey racked 
up a game-high 30 points on 
9-of-14 shooting, including 11-
of-12 from the line, while three 
other Gophers notched double-
digit performances. 

“He killed us in the first 
half. We helped him a little 
bit and got him going, but 
he’s got nice length and nice 
touch,” Mullin said of Coffey. 
“I thought the turnovers and 

paying attention to detail on 
defense is what turned the 
game.”

Ponds and LoVett’s perfor-
mance is, certainly, something 
for the Red Storm to build on, 
but St. John’s isn’t willing to 
rest on the pair’s laurels all 
season. In fact, Mullin was 
the first to point out that the 
squad needs production from 
its entire roster and, most im-
portantly, consistency. 

“We got off to a good start 
but with about 10 to 12 minutes 
to finish the first half I thought 
we had some turnovers and 
lost some assignments,” Mul-
lin said. “We came back, com-
peted and played a good half 
but that 10 to 12 minutes is 
where the game turned.”

Shamorie Ponds was two rebounds 
from notching his second double-
double as SJU fell to Minnesota.  

St. John's Athletics

Jose Alvarado it taking on a bigger leadership role at Christ the King 
this season. Photo by Robert Cole

Red Storm comes up short against Minnesota

Royals show big potential on the court

For more hyper-local 
Queens news on your 

computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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“It’s awesome because not ev-
eryone gets to experience that. 
You’re playing with people who 
you’ve had chemistry with for 
years and years and years.”

Fast forward another year 
and youngest sister Merrick 
was suddenly part of the mix 
as well, although her road was 
a bit tricker. Naumovski went 
upstate to see the youngest 
Rowland play—this time at the 

request of mom Stacey—and 
wasn’t impressed.

“I went to go see Merrick 
play and she had an awful 
game,” she said. “And I just 

didn’t know if she was going to 
help us.”

Merrick spent her first 
year of college at Niagara 
County C.C. and turned things 
around. She set the program 
record in three-pointers and 
finished second in the country 
from distance. Suddenly, there 
was a need for her in Queens. 

“We had been an awful 
three-point shooting team, 
like one of the worst in the 
conference, and that turned 
out to be Merrick’s speciality,” 
Naumovski said. “We actually 
needed her.”

With all three Rowland sis-
ters in Queens last season, the 
trio set out to help reshape the 
program and so far it’s been 
working. 

Madison, the all-time lead-
ing scorer in program his-
tory, led the nation in steals—
again—last season, MacKenzie 
was named All-Met First Team 
and Merrick shot a blistering 
90 percent from the line. All 
three were driving forces be-
hind the Knights’ postseason 
run and an appearance in the 
NCAA Division II East Re-
gional. The only thing the trio 
can’t seem to do is dribble—a 
skill they say their younger 
brother got. 

“We all kind of balance 
each other out,” Merrick said. 
“The one thing one of us can’t 
do, someone else can.” 

There’s no sisterly feuds 
between the trio, no bickering 
over minutes or points, only a 
fierce competitiveness to win 
and to work as hard as possi-
ble. It’s a trait they bring to ev-
ery aspect of their lives—the 

group has even started their 
own business together during 
the offseason, a designated-
driver service. 

The Rowlands don’t mind 
being grouped together—that’s 
how it’s always been. After all, 
the trio knows they’re stron-
gest together, especially on the 
court. And, this year, they’re 
relishing that opportunity. 

“It’s actually really fun 
because Kaitlyn [Mahon] and 
Beth [Bonin], the other two 
starters, they’re called first. 
So then it’s just me, MacKenzie 
and Merrick left on the bench,” 
Madison said. “All I can think 
about is that our mom would 
love to take a picture of this 
right now.”

BY LAURA AMATO

For the St. John’s women’s 
basketball team, the hoop 
just seemed to shrink. 

They had never lost a 
home opener under coach Joe 
Tartamella, but that changed 
Nov. 17 as the Red Storm fell 
71-65 to Duquesne at Car-
nesecca Arena. And the 
squad couldn’t seem to buy a 
basket down the stretch.

The Red Storm shot a pal-
try 13.3 percent in the third 
quarter and, by the final 
buzzer, shot just 39.4 percent 
from the floor. 

“We were trying to find 
the right matchups, the right 
defenses, trying to switch 
some things around,” Tarta-
mella said. “And you’re try-
ing to still figure out your 
team a little bit so we’re a 
work in progress.”

It was a back and forth 
game early, but the Red 
Storm seemed to seize a bit of 
momentum heading into the 
break, jumping out to a 39-27 
lead at halftime. Duquesne 
was held without a field goal 
for the final six minutes of 
the second quarter as seven 
St. John’s players notched 
points in the first 20 minutes 
of play.

“I was really happy with 
the first half,” Tartamella 
said. “I thought we played 
terrific and I thought every-
body contributed and did a 
great job.”

That all changed, howev-
er, in the third quarter. 

The Dukes switched 
things up coming out of 
halftime, hitting their stride 
offensively and setting St. 
John’s back on its toes. 
Duquesne took its first lead, 
since the early back and forth 
of the first quarter, with 4:48 
left in the third, opening up 
the half on a 17-to-3 point 
run. 

“We just didn’t execute 
how we wanted to,” senior 
point guard Aaliyah Lewis 
said. “We just didn’t make 
shots. It was tough for us, but 
we had to try and continue to 
keep playing.”

St. John’s simply couldn’t 
find an answer. 

The Red Storm had plenty 
of looks—some just a few feet 
from the basket—through-
out the third quarter, but 
couldn’t connect and a hand-
ful of whistles made it diffi-
cult for the squad to find any 
kind of second-half rhythm. 
It also didn’t help that starter 
Allisha Kebbe left the game 
early in the half after cramp-
ing up.

“She was playing great, 
that lineup was playing great 
and the minute she came out, 
we had a big drop-off,” Tar-
tamella said. “We had to go 
to our bench and I think we 
showed some youth.”

Lewis, who finished with 
a team-high 17 points, did 
her best to will St. John’s 
back into the game in the 
fourth quarter, making it 
a four-point game with just 
over six minutes to play, but 
the Red Storm couldn’t quite 
get over the late-game hump. 
Duquesne continued to make 
its free throws down the 
stretch—notching 22 points 
from the line—and out-re-
bounded the Red Storm 43 to 
34. 

The squad failed to bounce 
back Sunday night, falling 
60-52 to Miami. It doesn’t get 
any easier for St. John’s with 
road tilts at Virginia and Ari-
zona State over Thanksgiv-
ing weekend, but games like 
this can serve as a learning 
experience and, most impor-
tantly, get the Storm ready 
for a Big East title defense.

“My hope was that we can 
learn and win along the way,” 
Tartamella said. “We’ve got a 
lot of areas we need to work 
on, but if we can make shots, 
we’re pretty good.”

Merrick Rowland, the last sister to 
join the Queens College squad, fit 
another need for the Knights, be-
coming the squad's de facto three-
point threat last season.  

Queens College Athletics

Jade Walker racked up 16 points 
and five rebounds in St. John's 
71-65 loss to Duquesne on 
Thursday night, the first-ever 
home-opening loss under head 
coach Joe Tartamella. 

St. John's Athletics

SJU women drop 
their home opener

MacKenzie Rowland was the first 
Knights commit, setting up a family 
tradition in Queens as she and her 
sisters helped turn the program 
around.  Queens College Athletics

Rowland
Continued from Page 51

fense effectively set up camp 
in the backfield. 

Springfield Gardens re-
corded less than 20 yards of 
total offense, while the Com-
modores racked up 229 rush-
ing yards. Nathaneal Faison 
chipped in two rushing touch-
downs in the second half to 
wrap up the victory. 

“We were waiting for them 
[coming out of the bye],” Cato 
said. “We felt the push and had 
to take over. It was all about 
just maintaining.”

The Commodores will head 
up to the Bronx this weekend 
for a semifinal tilt against top-
seeded Truman, the reigning 
bowl champions. It won’t be an 
easy matchup—Bayside lost 
to Truman 30-16 earlier this 
season—but after a dominant 
performance in the quarters, 

this squad is practically burst-
ing with confidence. 

If the Commodores can sur-
vive the cold, they’re certain, 
they can survive just about 
anything.

“We just knew we had to 
fight hard and keep our heads 
on a swivel and go out there 
and play our best,” Evans said. 
“We knew if we played to our 
full potential, we’d get the win 
and we’d get another week.”

Bayside
Continued from Page 51
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can that he had to experience 
such hate and I felt I owed it to 
him and others to share,” he 
wrote. “This is a teachable mo-
ment and I hope is serves as a 
wake-up call that an injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”

The NYPD announced 
Sunday there were a 328 hate 

crimes in New York City 
through Nov. 13, a 31 percent 
increase from the previous 
year. There was both an in-
crease in anti-Muslim and 
anti-Semitic hate crimes. 

“Our community stands 
up today to say that we will 
not tolerate these attacks,” 
Make the Road New York Dep-
uty Director Theo Oshiro said. 
“President-elect Trump has 
fanned the flames of hate and 
intolerance across this coun-

try, and we must take action 
to stop this wave of violence. 
A critical step is withdraw-
ing the appointments of Steve 
Bannon and Jeff Sessions -- 
two infamous racist and anti-
immigrant figures -- from his 
new administration. Their 
consideration for high-level 
appointments in the White 
House indicates Trump’s con-
tinued acceptance of white su-
premacy and extremism, and 
we must reverse course.

Queens do not agree with your 
homosexual lifestyle, so get 
the (expletive) out of this coun-
try you (expletive) traitor” the 
e-mail read. “I will keep a close 
eye on your every moves so 
that when it’s time to execute 
traitors, I will try my best so 
that you(r) name is included in 
that list of traitors. Execution 
is the penalty for a traitor, that 
is the Law Of This Land!”

The e-mail’s author called 
the 700 attendees at Wednes-
day’s town hall in Sunnyside 
communist socialists and 
threatened violence and dam-
age to property during the 
march. An NYPD spokesman 
said there have been no ar-
rests and the Hate Crimes 
Task Force investigation was 
ongoing.

Van Bramer said last Fri-
day morning that he was was 
not afraid and his #QueensRe-
sponds march would not be 
cancelled. 

“This is not normal or ac-
ceptable, but we will not back 
down. We still plan on march-

ing tomorrow and fighting the 
racist, sexist, homophobic, 
and xenophobic demagoguery 
of Donald Trump,” Van Bram-
er said Friday. “Queens is the 
most diverse county in the 
country, and we know that our 
differences make us stronger. 
We will fight for these values 
every single day, no matter 
what. I am not scared and I 
will not back down. Too many 
are at risk. We must all stand 
up and peacefully resist.”

As they gathered for the 
march at Dutch Kills Green 
at the base of the bridge, Dep-
uty Inspector John Taravaglia 
and officers from the 108th 
Precinct arrived to escort Van 
Bramer and the protestors 
into Manhattan, not to act as 
bodyguards. There had been 
several phone calls during the 
week between Van Bramer’s 
office and the precinct, and 
it was concluded the turnout 
would be quite large, the com-
mander said.

“The hostile e-mail that 
was received by Council mem-
ber Van Bramer occurred af-
ter we had begun to plan for 
the event,” Travaglia said. “It 
was considered in our prepa-

ration and planning as well 
as all of the other threats that 
face us as a society today. The 
108th Precinct gave assistance 
to the event organizers to pro-
vide the marchers with safe 
passage from their point of 
origin in Queens to their des-
tination in Manhattan. I must 
say our walk was uneventful 
and peaceful with a lot of cars 
honking and waving at us over 
the bridge. There were no is-
sues or incidents to report and 
I commend the organizers for 
their extreme cooperation 
with the 108th Precinct.” 

Van Bramer thanked his 
constituents for participating 
in both the town hall meeting 
and the march and he urged 
them to get involved with nu-
merous organizations that 
took part.  He is also planning 
more meetings, actions and ac-
tivities.

“Thank you for your pas-
sion, determination, and love 
for your neighbors and out 
country,” Van Bramer said. 
“Never forget that you are pow-
erful, and when we all come 
together as a community, what 
we can do to change the world 
for the better is limitless.”

cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan), 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
and Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D-East Flatbush).

“I want constituents to 
never stop fighting and never 
believe that they are pow-
erless,” Van Bramer said. 
“We need to fight the worst 
elements of this administra-
tion.” He called his march 
#QueensResponds to send the 
message that Trump may be 
from Queens but his divisive 
rhetoric doesn’t represent the 
borough’s values anymore.

 Christopher Costa, 30, a 
member of the LGBTQ com-
munity agreed.

“It’s very upsetting to 
know that he will be our pres-
ident,” said Costa. “Instead 
of hating, I think we should 
take that anger...that despair 
and use it to take action.” 

During the rally on Dutch 
Kills Green in Queensboro 
Plaza, Van Bramer addressed 
the crowd, which included 
many children.

“What are Queens val-
ues?” he asked his husband 
Dan Hendrick by his side. 
“We believe in a woman’s 
right to choose and reject ha-
tred against immigrants and 
the undocumented...we love 
and support our LGBT fam-
ily, and support the right to 
marry the person you love.”

 Mark-Viverito wasn’t qui-
et about her concerns.

Trump’s “campaign, plat-
form, administration is hos-
tile to the diversity that ex-
ists and we value that in this 
city,” she said. 

“A constituent asked, ‘Ma-
dame Speaker, are they going 
to segregate us?” said Mark-
Viverito. “I found out he was 
talking about the Muslim 
registry.” 

This year marks the 70th 
anniversary of the closing of 
the last Japanese internment 
camp , which was formed by 
using a registry to gather up 
Japanese Americans from 
across the United States and 
forcibly incarcerating them 
during World War II. 

“Let’s give a round of ap-
plause to someone that’s per-
sonally been threatened and 
reject scapegoating of our 
Muslim brothers, reject anti-
Semitism,” Stringer said.

 Donna Hepburn flew in 
from California to protest 
with her daughter, Jessica 
Feinman, 31, from Astoria, 
who held up a sign that said 
“Jews standing up for Mus-
lims.”

“We are both protesters 
and we are both activists 
that don’t accept this racist 
cabinet...or the destruction 
of DACA,” said Feinman, 
referring to the program au-
thorized by President Obama 
which allows young undocu-
mented immigrants who 
were brought here by their 
parents to work and attend 
college.

As demonstrators recited 
“racist, sexist, anti-gay, Don-
ald Trump, go away” while 
marching to Trump Tower, 
motorcyclists revved their en-
gines, bicyclists fist-pumped 
the air and drivers honked in 
support of their protest.

Kara Griffith, 42, an Afri-
can-American woman from 
Woodside, could not believe 
that Trump won the presi-
dency.

“I’m disappointed that 
he’s been elected,” said Grif-
fith. “I expected more from 
the American public. As a hu-
man being, I care about other 
human beings, but I don’t feel 
like the way to get ahead is by 
trampling on other people’s 
rights.”

Calvin Hunt, 55, a Trump 
supporter who is also Af-
rican-American, spoke up 
in defense of the president-
elect.

“We should give him a 
chance,” Hunt said.

When asked about what 
he expected from a Trump 
presidency, Hunt repeated 
“jobs, jobs, jobs!”

“Blacks are tired of selling 
loose cigarettes...and killing 
each other for loose change,” 
Hunt said. “He might open up 
jobs in four years.” 

To Laura Jacobson from 
Jamaica, this helped her 
come to a realization about a 
post-racial America. 

“It’s a wake-up call that 
things that we believed to be 
true aren’t true,” said Jacob-
son. “Obama’s victories made 
us not exactly complacent, but 
believe certain things about 
the direction the country was 
moving in that turned out not 
to be true.”

Melissa Brotie, 27, came 
to the march from Astoria to 
stand up for those who could 
be affected the most by a 
Trump presidency. 

“I feel scared as a young 
woman, as a Jewish woman,” 
Brotie said. “I also under-
stand that I have privilege 
and that I am relatively safe 
to walk down the street and I 
think that our goal is to pro-
tect those that aren’t. I see a 
lot of hate rhetoric...and if we 
look to history, this does not 
go anywhere good.”

tion among all stakeholders.”
The reforms were detailed 

in a letter from supervisors 
from the New York State Po-
lice and the New York State 
Division of Navy and Military 
Affairs, Division of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Ser-
vices and the Transportation 
Security Administration. The 
letter detailed four recom-
mendations for Gov. Cuomo 
to enact, including a “unified 
operations center responsible 
for overseeing and directing 
security operations for the 
entire airport and facilitating 
shared communications.”

The letter also suggested 
increasing training that in-
corporates all appropriate 
agencies, training for all air-
port employees, and a plan for 
a mass evacuation of the air-

port. The signers of the letter 
noted the multitude of differ-
ent agencies responding to the 
scene may have complicated 
the effort.

“While the number of secu-
rity personnel has increased, 
the coordination and standard 
protocols for operations have 
not adjusted to the increased 
presence. This is aggravated 
by the varying levels of train-
ing and sophistication of the 
different security agents,” the 
letter said. “Security person-
nel can be highly trained or 
minimally trained, armed or 
unarmed, private agents or 
government agents, peace of-
ficers or police officers. There 
is an urgent need for a joint op-
erating procedure and proto-
col that coordinates all forces, 
otherwise - as we saw on Aug. 
14 - the variety of forces can be 
counterproductive.”

Cuomo announced that 
there will be simulations of 

active shooter scenarios for 
first responders to ensure 
that they are ready should an 
active shooter ever attempt 
an attack on the airport. One 
such exercise is scheduled for 
Dec. 10. The evacuation plan 
will include signs in multiple 
languages to direct evacuees, 
as well as a media notification 
plan.

The size and complexity 
of the JFK complex makes it 
a challenge when executing a 
mass evacuation plan, but the 
letter to Cuomo and Johnson 
said response plans are neces-
sary throughout the country.

“We believe the JFK inci-
dent is the first to manifest 
the new factors and realities 
of airport security in these 
times of heightened concern,” 
the letter read. “We do not be-
lieve these factors are unique 
to JFK but currently exist to 
some degree at all airports na-
tionwide.”
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Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee 
resp. for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’16 Corolla $3,366/$12,926; ’17 Camry SE $5,066/$14,957; ’17 
RAV4 $6,256/$17,657; ’17 Sienna $8,806/$19,948. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = Down pymt 
(’16 Corolla=$2,299; ’17 Camry=$2,849; ’17 RAV4=$2,945; ’17 Sienna=$3,409) OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec 
dep (waived by TFS). ‘16 Corollla: $1500, ‘17 Camry: $500, ‘17 RAV4: $500 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. First 2 payments to be 
paid by Westbury Toyota. (2)On approved credit. (3)Estimated Retail Value: $495. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months= 
$17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualifi ed 
buyers. (5) From the original date of fi rst use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip 
errors. Must take retail delivery by 11-30-2016. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 855-407-5277

NEW 2016 TOYOTA

COROLLA S 
PLUS

Stk#N62220, Mod#1864,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 

a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/
winds/ lcks. MSRP $21,190.  

$2,299 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,299 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$99(1) 
(2)

WestburyToyota.com

NO PAYMENTS
UNTIL 2017

REMOTE START
INCLUDED

WITH EVERY PURCHASE (3)

8 Passenger

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE 

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 
a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  
$2,849 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,849 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$149 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD 

Stk#N70674, Mod#4432,  
4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks.  

MSRP $27,589. 
$2,945 Due at Signing. 

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,945 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$184 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

SIENNA 
LE FWD

Stk#N70422, Mod#5338,  6cyl, 
auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ 
winds/lcks. MSRP $33,810.  

$3,409 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,409 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$259(1) 
(2)

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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