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BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Family Justice 
Center in Kew Gardens has been 
selected by the U.S. Department 
of Justice to be the first of six 
sites in the nation to launch a pi-

lot program for victims of domes-
tic violence who have suffered 
multiple forms of trauma, or poly-
victimization. The Mayor’s Of-
fice to Combat Domestic Violence 
received a $650,000 grant to de-
velop the NYC Polyvictimization 

Collaborative Project to ensure 
victims of violence have full com-
prehensive support.

Polyvictimization specifically 
refers to an individual who has 
experienced different types of 
victimization within their life-

time—such as child abuse, sex 
abuse, stalking and bullying .

“For domestic violence vic-
tims, physical or emotional abuse 
is often just one of many traumas. 
To help survivors rebuild their 
lives, we must recognize the many 
ways they have suffered so that 
our remedies do not compound or 
complicate their struggle,” said 
Chirlane McCray, chairwoman of 
the Mayor’s Fund and co-chair of 
the city’s new domestic violence 
taskforce.

Current research findings 
regarding polyvictims highlight 
the importance of early screen-
ing and intervention to prevent 
the development of severe health 
outcomes and future revictimiza-
tion. The grant will enable service 
providers at the center to screen 
survivors of intimate partner 
violence for all forms of victim-
izations to ensure that they are 
connected with appropriate and 
comprehensive services to meet 
their needs.

“Queens has the highest do-
mestic violence conviction rate 
and the lowest dismissal rate in 
the city of New York, thanks to the 
dedication of organizations and 
Queens District Attorney Richard 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) announced hislegislation for 
the protection of mute swans had 
been signed by Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo Tuesday. The bill was passed 
by the Senate twice as well as the 
state Assembly, but was vetoed 
two more times by Cuomo before 
the birds could get the protection 
from extermination sought by an-
imal rights and elected officials 
such as Avella.

In 2013, the Department of 
Environmental Conservation de-
clared its intention to systemati-
cally eradicate the birds by 2025 
on the grounds that mute swans 
are an invasive species brought 
from Eurasia in the 19th century. 
According to the state agency, 
this distinct group of swans are 
highly territorial and are known 
to displace other native animals 
and waterfowl from nesting areas 
as well as attack small children.

There is currently a mute swan 
population in Jamaica Bay.

 Under Avella’s legislation, the 
DEC would be required to hold two 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Vallo Transportation, a 

school bus company based 
in Whitestone, is promot-
ing its fourth annual “No 
Bullying Zone” campaign 
with supplies reminding 
children to be kind to one 
another.

The anti-bullying cam-

paign includes distribu-
tion of special bookmarks 
and silicone wristbands 
that have anti bullying slo-
gans asking kids to pledge 
to respect each other, re-
frain from bullying behav-
ior and speak up to help a 
classmate if he or she is 
being bullied. The supplies 
were distributed in front of 

schools last week and stu-
dents were also able to ask 
their bus driver for a book-
mark or bracelet if they 
hadn’t received any. Vallo 
Transportation has used 
stopbullying.gov to pro-
mote resources available to 
students. The website has 
information and resources 

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 12

Bus company fi ghts bullying
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced Tuesday the 
city would renew its efforts on Vision Zero head-
ing into the darkest days of the year, tradition-
ally the deadliest time for pedestrians. After 19 
people were killed and more than 5,000 were in-

Basilio DeSimone (in Santa hat) of Ozone Park has strong ideas about what should go on this year's Christmas tree 
while shopping with dad Carmine and mom Mary at the Chrismas Store on Atlantic Avenue.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Cuomo signs 
bill to protect 
mute swans

Mayor doubles down
on Vision Zero plan

Grant will fi ght domestic abuse
Kew Gardens center gets $650K for program to aid sufferers of multiple traumas

Vallo Transportation distributed anti- 
bullying wristbands for kids.  

Courtesy of Vallo TransportationContinued on Page 14
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY BILL PARRY

The group of protest-
ers who have spent the last 
several months fighting the 
city’s efforts to convert a 
Maspeth hotel into a home-
less shelter are hopeful that 
a lawsuit filed in Queens 
Supreme Court will finally 
put an end to a saga that 
began in early August. The 
holding company that owns 
the land on which the Holi-
day Inn Express on 55th 
Road was built is suing 
the hotel’s operator, Har-
shad Patel, for violating the 
terms of his lease.

“It’s great news — ex-
actly what we’ve been hop-
ing for and we hope they’re 
successful,” Juniper Park 
Civic Association Presi-
dent Bob Holden said. “The 
owner had indicated they 
weren’t very happy because 
they own other properties 
in the area and it’s not good 
for business or property 
values. We’re hoping this 

lawsuit puts an end to the 
Holiday Inn Express as a 
shelter.”

Brooklyn-based KCM 
Realty Corp. denied Patel’s 
“plan to sublease the exist-

ing hotel to a third party, 
who would convert the 
hotel into an adult home-
less shelter pursuant to an 
agreement with the New 
York City Department of 

Homeless Services,” the 
lawsuit says. KCM respond-
ed that under the terms of 
the lease, Patel’s New Ram 
company was permitted to 
use the premises only for 
“the erection, operation 
and maintenance of a ho-
tel” and a proposed conver-
sion violated restrictions of 
the lease.

Patel called Holden say-
ing he no longer wanted 
to go against the wishes of 
the community and asked 
that they stop their nightly 
protests at the 55th Road 
location. But in early Octo-
ber, Patel rented individual 
rooms to the city and DHS 
began moving 30 homeless 
men into the hotel.

Weeks later, KCM filed 
suit, asking a judge to block 
more homeless individuals 
from moving into the Holi-
day Inn Express and to rule 
New Ram was in violation 
of its lease.

“The potential profit to 
New Ram must have been 

too great to turn down be-
cause in blatant disregard 
of the terms of its lease and 
in contradiction to its rep-
resentations to the commu-
nity, New Ram has begun 
the conversion of the hotel 
to a homeless shelter, sur-
reptitiously renting over a 
quarter of the hotel’s rooms 
to DHS to house homeless 
adults,” the lawsuit says.

If the lawsuit succeeds, 
KCM can terminate the 
lease on the property.

 DHS declined to com-
ment on the matter.

Asked for comment, Pa-
tel said, “I see the landlord 
is suing me for something 
that is not true.”

Meanwhile, Holden, who 
was considering a slander 
lawsuit against the de Bla-
sio administration, may 
put that on hold.

“We could win this war 
without firing a shot,” he 
said. “It’s very good for our 
side and we hope the owner 
is successful.”

Holden said the protest-
ers, known as the Maspeth-
Middle Village Task Force, 
had scaled back the nightly 
protests at the hotel be-
cause it was disturbing the 
paying customers. During 
the last several months, 
the protesters have rented 
road buses to rally with 
other civic groups protest-
ing in other neighborhoods 
and they have gone to the 
Windsor Terrace, Brook-
lyn, home of Department 
of Social Services Commis-
sioner Steven Banks, who 
oversees DHS.

“We’re going to take it on 
the road a lot more,” Hold-
en said. “We’re heading 
to Commissioner Banks’ 
house on Saturday with all 
of the other organizations 
we’ve become involved with 
and we’ll have people from 
within the shelters joining 
us as well.”

He added, “And we’ll be 
going back to Patel’s house 
again, soon.”

BY MARK HALLUM

A delegation of more 
than 30 city Council mem-
bers led by Public Advo-
cate Letitia James formally 
endorsed Home Stability 
Support on the steps of City 
Hall  last week. 

The proposal intro-
duced by state Assembly-
man Andrew Hevesi (D-
Forest Hills) will include 
the rental assistance sub-
sidy program in the state 
budget and takes aim at the 
growing homeless crisis 
across the city by prevent-
ing homelessness in the 
first place.

Councilmen Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) are among the 
advocates for the plan. 

“New York City is facing 
the worst housing crisis 
since the Great Depres-
sion, forcing thousands of 

hardworking people out of 
their homes,” James said. 
“For too long, our govern-
ment has employed a piece-
meal approach to providing 
housing assistance, result-
ing in inefficient and inad-
equate support that leaves 
too many behind.”

The proposal will in-
crease the state’s rental 
subsides to match current 
rental rates, which will be 
cheaper than the funding 
per family in shelters. The 
majority of families on gov-
ernment assistance before 
1975 had their rent paid in 
full, according to the coali-
tion advocating for HSS. 
But a decrease in state and 
federal housing funds has 
culminated in rising rental 
rates to put families at risk 
for losing their homes.

“In one of the wealthi-
est cities in the world, it 
is absolutely inexcusable, 
intolerable, and indefen-

sible that there are increas-
ing numbers of children, 
families, and individuals 
who are struggling to find 
basic shelter,” Grodenchik 
said. “Assembly member 
Hevesi’s Home Stability 
Support program would be 
a significant step forward 
in reversing the trend. I am 
happy to announce that the 
majority of the New York 
City Council backs this pro-
posal, and I am hopeful that 
the Governor will consider 
implementing it as soon as 
possible.”

The coalition deter-
mined the plan has the 
potential to save money as 
an alternative to homeless 
shelters. HSS could cost 
$11,224 per year for a house-
hold of three, whereas the 
city spends about $38,460 
annually to house a family 
with children in a shelter, 
saving taxpayers $27,236 
per family a year.

“Our city has long been 
a leader in finding creative 
solutions to the greatest 
challenges we as a society 
face,” Hevesi said. “The 
growing homeless crisis is 
no different. Home Stability 
Support has the potential 
to keep thousands of New 
Yorkers in their own homes 
in a way that’s both fiscally 
and socially-responsible.”

The program has the 
potential to save as much 
as $251 million a year on 
other services, such as 
law enforcement, housing 
court and shelters for run-
away youth by preventing 
roughly 5,000 evictions in 
the city alone, according to 
the coalition.

“We need to tap into 
federal resources that 
are available to help keep 
people in their homes and 
fund necessary homeless 
resources and all of this 
can be done while saving 

millions of dollars in state 
and city funding,” Richards 
said. “For those marching 
against homeless shelters 
in their neighborhoods, 
this is a real solution, so we 
ask you to march for this 
plan.”

A report last week from 
the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban De-
velopment estimated the 
homeless population in 
New York City to be at 
about 73,523 people. 

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Maspeth hotel operator faces lawsuit
Landlord claims Patel was in violation of lease for renting rooms to city for homeless shelter

The Maspeth shelter protesters see light at the end of the tunnel 
after the landlord files a lawsuit alleging a lease violation. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Electeds back rent subsidies to prevent evictions

Elected officials called on Gov. Cuomo to adopt Home Stability 
Support at the state level to curb the growing homeless popula-
tion. Courtesy of Council Member Grodenchik
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‘Tis the season
for receiving compliments

Get the look that gets noticed this season from Holiday Parties to 
the Big New Years Eve Bash.  We’ll help you look gorgeous!

Stay fashionably
beautiful at

Under New Management
Full Service Hair & Nails
Color Secialists - Hair Treatments

718-261-1005
Walk-ins Always Welcome
1 Continental Ave.Forest Hills, NY 11375
Come in for a Wash & Blow

Mon - Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

10am - 8pm
9am - 7pm
10am - 6pm

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Bring this ad and receive a 10%
discount on any hair or nail service.

Mr. Taylor proves 
himself the greatest   
choreographer alive.
  - The New York Times

December 17-18
Saturday 2pm & 8pm
Sunday 3pm
Tickets from $25
www.queenstheatre.org
Box Offi ce: 718.760.0064

BY GINA MARTINEZ

In an effort to help Flush-
ing business owners take 
advantage of “Forgiving 
Fines: The New York City 
Amnesty Program” before 
the Dec. 12 deadline, The 
Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce hosted a “pop 
up” amnesty event on Tue-
day night on 39-01 Main St. 

Staff was on hand to as-
sist business owners reduce 
or eliminate fines from the 
city who spoke English, 
Mandarin, Spanish, Ko-
rean, and Cantonese. City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and Jeff Shear, 
deputy commissioner at 
the city Department of Fi-
nance, attended the event. 

The program is a three-
month effort authorized 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and the City Council. The 
city is forgiving penalties, 
interest and added fees 
on violations received by 
home owners and business 
owners from multiple city 
agencies, including the 
Sanitation Department, De-
partment of Buildings and 
NYPD. The program runs 
from Sept. 12 to Dec. 12 and 
covers unpaid violations 
that are now in judgment. 
According to the Depart-
ment of Finance, there are 
roughly 1.4 million viola-
tions in judgment.

 Shear said to date, the 

Department of Finance 
has collected $14 million 
through this program and 
helped New Yorkers abate 
$30 million in interest and 
payments associated with 
fines and violations owed 
to the city.

Koo said the program 
can give a break to busi-
nesses that may be strug-
gling to stay afloat. 

“Rising costs have led 
many businesses to view 
regulatory fines and penal-
ties as the straws that broke 
the camel’s back,” he said. 
“The vast majority of small 
businesses want to com-
ply with the law simply so 
they can live the dream of 
running a successful busi-
ness in the greatest city in 
the world. Problems arise 
when fines from overregu-
lation pile up, leaving op-
portunities for businesses 
to fall behind in payments. 
Forgiveness will go a long 
way for many of the well-in-
tentioned small businesses 
who are trying to keep their 
businesses afloat.”

According to the De-
partment of Finance, the 
amnesty program covers 
two types of violations: 
those that do not require 
corrective action and those 
that do. Some of the more 
common violations are il-
legal posting of handbills 
or notices, work without a 
permit, improper disposal 

of trash or recyclables and 
failure to comply with an 
order of the commissioner. 
Individuals and businesses 
with judgments containing 
hearing default penalties 
can have 100 percent of the 
penalties as well as inter-
est forgiven and those who 
attend hearings and do not 
have default penalties only 
have to pay 75 percent of 
the base fine.

John Choe, executive 
director of the Flushing 
Chamber, said the pop up 
event was a way to make the 
process easier for Flushing 
business owners. 

“This Forgiving Fines 
program can truly benefit 
small businesses in Flush-
ing and goes a long way in 
helping them recover from 
a financial setback due to 
fines and violations,” he 
said. “Hosting an assis-
tance day within Flushing 
is important because the 
chamber can offer direct 
support to local businesses 
in the district to address 
these violations immedi-
ately and also overcome 
language barriers, with 
bilingual staff on-site to 
help,”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Flushing chamber hosts 
Amnesty Day for fi nes

The Greater Flushing Chamber of Commerce hosts the first pop up Amnesty Day  
Photo courtesy of twitter
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WE TAKING LENDING PERSONALLY.

Federally Insured by NCUA
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at QsideFCU.org

At Qside, our members are people, not processing numbers. 
By borrowing from a community credit union, you not only get 
���
�����
���
��������
����
������
�����
���
����
����������

for paying off your loan.

Mortgages  |  Home Equity Loans & HELOCs  |  Auto Loans 
Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 
Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

BY BILL PARRY

In light of increased fear 
and anxiety in immigrant 
communities as a result 
of the current political cli-
mate, state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman is-
sued a fraud alert last week 
warning immigrants to be 
aware of potential scam-
mers offering immigration 
services. 

Immigration fraud af-
fects large segments of com-
munities with foreign-born 
populations and involves 
individuals or companies 
that target vulnerable 
members by providing un-
authorized and fraudulent 
immigration services.

In recent weeks, the at-
torney general’s office and 
many legal aid organiza-
tions that work with im-
migrant communities have 
received an increased num-
ber of calls and reported 
scams.

“New York has zero 
tolerance for anyone who 

would prey on that fear to 
defraud immigrants and 
their families,” Schneider-
man said. “We will use all 
the tools at our disposal to 
bring to justice those who 
commit fraud against our 
immigrant families.”

One of the most com-
mon scams right now is an 
unsolicited call from fake 
immigrant officials. For 
example, one immigrant 
living in New York received 
a call saying he was in the 
country illegally and must 
immediately pay $1,550.

Schneiderman said fed-
eral authorities will never 
demand payment, request 
sensitive personal informa-
tion or threaten you over 
the phone. He said if you re-
ceive a call like this, hang 
up immediately and report 
the possible fraud to the at-
torney general’s office.

“Queens County is the 
most ethnically and cul-
turally diverse area in the 
United States with more 
than 2.3 million residents,” 

Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said. 
“With over 120 countries 
represented in our neigh-
borhoods and over 160 lan-
guages spoken, we take 
crimes committed against 
members of our immigrant 
communities seriously. 
Our Office of Immigrant 

Affairs, along with several 
other bureaus, investigates 
and prosecutes crimes that 
target immigrants. In ad-
dition, our OIA Office con-
ducts extensive outreach 
initiatives in order to keep 
our communities informed 
on identifying and protect-
ing against common immi-

grant scams.”
The common forms of 

immigrant fraud include 
unsolicited calls from fake 
officials threatening de-
portation, misrepresenting 
legal credentials and un-
authorized practice of the 
law. Schneiderman warns 
immigrants to only work 
with a licensed lawyer or 
authorized provider, never 
sign blank applications or 
documents you do not un-
derstand and never make 
payments over the phone or 
via email.

“Now more than ever it 
is critical that our fellow 
New Yorkers are kept safe 
from those who seek to take 
advantage of them,” New 
York Immigration Coali-
tion Executive Director 
Steve Choi said. “In a time 
when immigrant communi-
ties are terrified of what’s 
to come, unscrupulous in-
dividuals may take advan-
tage of immigrant fears by 
promising relief, perma-
nent residency, or citizen-

ship that they cannot actu-
ally provide. We must do 
everything in our power 
to ensure that immigrant 
communities are safe from 
this kind of harm.”

Complaints can be re-
ported to the attorney 
general’s Immigration Ser-
vices Fraud Unit Hotline at 
(866) 390-2992 or by email-
ing Civil.Rights@ag.ny.
gov. Schneiderman also 
highlighted another key 
resource. The New Ameri-
cans hotline is a toll-free, 
multilingual hotline that 
provides live assistance in 
receiving immigration and 
naturalization information 
and referrals regardless of 
citizenship or documented 
status. Managed by Catho-
lic Charities Community 
Services, all calls are con-
fidential and anonymous at 
1-800-566-7636.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

AG cautions immigrants about scammers

State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman warns immigrant com-
munities that scams have increased in the weeks since the presi-
dential election.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Members of the Jackson 
Heights community spoke 
out about their experiences 
with the NYPD’s controver-
sial “stop-and-frisk” tactic, 
part of a series of commu-
nity forums mandated by 
a 2013 federal court ruling 
that labeled the NYPD’s use 
of the practice discrimina-
tory.

The New York City Joint 
Remedial Process hosted 
the event at the Jewish 
Center of Jackson Heights 
at 27-05 77th St. Saturday 
afternoon in collaboration 
with the Mayor’s Office of 
Community Affairs. Shira 
Scheindlin, the presiding 
federal judge in Floyd vs. 
City of New York, mandat-
ed in 2013 that as part of the 
remedial process commu-
nity forums should be held 
to discuss potential addi-
tional reforms beyond the 
mandated reforms included 
in the court ruling.

Justice Ariel Belen, a 
former justice for the New 
York Supreme Court’s 
Second Department, was 
appointed as a federal fa-
cilitator for the process 
in November 2014. He dis-
cussed the storied history 
of stop and frisk in New 
York, speaking about how 
the NYPD needed to have 
a reasonable suspicion to 
stop someone, believing the 
person had committed, is 
committing or is going to 
commit a crime.

“What happened in New 
York City was not that at 
all,” he said.

About 85 percent of 
people stopped were black 
or Latino, according to the 
Joint Remedial Process, 
and the New York Civil 
Liberties Union reported 
that nearly nine out of 
10 stopped New Yorkers 
were innocent, according 
to NYPD data. Belen con-
curred, stating that only 5 
percent of stops resulted in 
an arrest. In 2011, the city 
recorded 685,000 stops.

Nilesh Vishwasrao, a 
representative for the Jack-
son Heights-based commu-
nity group Desis Rising Up 
and Moving, told the forum 
he had been stopped and 

frisked more than 20 times, 
while Tania Mattos, a co-
founder of Queens Neigh-
borhood United, which 
works to halt the detrimen-
tal effects of displacement 
and police misconduct, de-
tailed her experiences with 
NYPD officers.

“Unfortunately, every 
time I’ve gone to the police, 
they’ve never helped me,” 
she said during the forum. 
“And that’s not how po-
lice/community relations 
should work.” 

Mattos said the use 
of stop-and-frisk had de-
creased slightly in recent 
years, but she said there 
had been an increase in the 
use of surveillance camer-
as and vans. She suggested 
more investment was need-
ed in the community in lieu 
of an increased police pres-
ence.

The Floyd ruling in 
2013 included additional re-
forms, such as a monitored 
pilot program for NYPD 
officers wearing body cam-
eras, as well as more train-
ing on implicit bias and 
better supervision, evalua-
tion and documentation of 
recorded stops. There were 
22,939 stops in 2015, accord-
ing to a New York Civil Lib-
erties Union analysis based 
on police data. The NYCLU 
analysis indicated 80 per-
cent of people stopped were 
innocent and 83 percent of 
stops were conducted on 
black or Latino New York-
ers.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Brooklyn rapper re-
ceived a plaque from the 
NYPD for helping a young 
girl after she was forc-
ibly touched on the Q53 
in Elmhurst last month. 
The 112th Precinct gave 
21-year-old Moise Morancy 
a Good Samaritan award 
to thank him for restrain-
ing a 36-year-old man un-
til police arrived. 

According to police, 
Morancy was the only per-
son on the bus to call out 
the suspect, Pablo Levano. 
On Oct. 25 Levano sat next 
to the 16-year-old girl and 
tried to engage her in con-
versation, he then alleg-
edly squeezed and rubbed 
her inner thigh without 
her consent, according to 
a criminal complaint file 
by the Queens district at-
torney’s office.  

Levano has been 
charged with forcible 
touching, endangering 
the welfare of a child and 
harassment, the Queens 
DA said. He is expected in 
court on March 23, 2017

Morancy saw the inap-
propriate touching and 
quickly confronted Levano 
and held him down, repri-
manding him until author-
ities arrived, police said. 
The entire incident was 
caught on tape, and went 
viral. Millions shared the 
video and applauded Mo-
rancy for stepping up and 

defending the young girl. 
On Nov. 17 the 112th 

Precinct held a small cer-
emony to honor Morancy. 
Captain Robert Ramos 
presented him with the 
plaque and thanked him 
for taking action. 

“We’re here today to 
congratulate a Good Sa-
maritan in our communi-
ty,” Ramos said. “Someone 
who stepped up and went 
above and beyond. Our 
saying is when you ‘see 
something say something’, 
and not only did he say 
something, but he actually 
did something. He went a 
step further and for that 
were going to honor him 
today with this plaque.”

Morancy said this expe-
rience changed his views 
on police. A year ago he 
was caught on tape being 

manhandled by police in a 
subway station and he said 
he has now had a change 
of heart. 

“I really want to thank 
you guys for this opportu-
nity,” he said. “I really ap-
preciate you guys for the 
work that you do and this 
is really a life-changer for 
me because I’m using the 
platform I have to educate 
other people, especially 
other young men and wom-
en of color to have a bet-
ter understanding of the 
NYPD’s purpose, which 
is just to help us. A couple 
years ago I was assaulted, 
and even though there are 
some bad apples, it doesn’t 
mean the whole tree is 
bad. I know my predeces-
sors would be proud, this 
is really important to me, I 
will keep this forever.”

Stop-frisk discussed
Jackson Heights forum considers NYPD tactic

Rapper honored by 112th 
for helping girl on Q53

Tania Mattos (r) speaks dur-
ing a forum held on the topic 
of stop-and-frisk at the Jewish 
Center of Jackson Heights. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

Moise Morancy is congratulated by Sgt. Johnny Hines of the 
112th Precinct.  Facebook
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MKT 16.188b

Sign
Me up!

HEALTH CARE 
FOR $0 or $20
Per Month.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH 
AND EXCITING NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

CALL 1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
4,

 2
01

6
8

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function (Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad  Potato & Macaroni Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala  

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini  
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

 Buffet Only ...................................................................... $18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks ............................................... $21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda ............... $23.95/pp
  Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer  
(Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda ...........................................$26.95/pp

  Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & Domestic Beer 
(Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda ..........................................$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function (Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala  Penne a la Vodka  

Shrimp Scampi Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli  
Shepherd’s Pie 16 oz. Black Angus Certified  

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda ...............$24.95/pp
  Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer  
(Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda  .......................................... $27.95/pp

  Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported &  
Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda ................$29.95/pp

 DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The death of Cuban dic-
tator Fidel Castro has been 
cause for celebration for 
some Cubans in Queens. 

The 90-year-old commu-
nist leader died last Friday 
after suffering from an un-
known illness. His brother, 
Raul Castro, who took over 
in 2008 as president, made 
the announcement on Cu-
ban television. Almost im-
mediately there was foot-
age from Cubans in Miami 
celebrating and dancing 
after learning of his death. 
Many Cubans had to flee 
the country as refugees 
and start new lives in the 
United States to escape the 
Castro regime, which re-
stricted freedom of speech 
and left its people in seri-
ous poverty. 

Although Queens has a 
large Latin population, Cu-
bans do not make up a large 
portion. There are small 
staples throughout the bor-
ough, including Rincón 
Criollo, a Cuban restaurant 

located in Corona near the 
intersection of Roosevelt 
Avenue and Junction Bou-
levard. The restaurant has 
been around for 40 years 
and is owned by Rudy 
Acosta Sr., who was born 
in Santiago de las Vegas, a 
municipality about 12 miles 
from Havana. 

Acosta said he found out 
about Castro’s death while 
watching Sports Center 
Friday night. He said he 
logged on to social media 
and saw happy Cubans in 
the streets of Miami bang-
ing pots and pans so he did 
the same thing. He posted 
his jubilation on Facebook 

and it currently has over 
600,000 views. 

“It’s a celebration,” he 
said. “He represented the 
communist movement, he 
represented my grandfa-
ther having his restaurant 
taken away in 1962. It’s 
years of oppression, years 
of families being separated 

and he was the face of that. 
Cubans all know that Raul 
Castro has been in power 
now for the last eight years, 
so technically it doesn’t 
change anything.”

He added, “But there’s 
hope now that there could 
be a change with him gone. 
We knew his influence on 
the Cuban people. Its hope 
for a better future, for our 
Cuba and its people.”

Daniel Gonzalez, an 
employee at Rincón Cri-
ollo, is American-born but 
Castro still had a huge im-
pact on his life. His grand-
father was forced to flee 
Cuba under his rule and 
the family was forced to re-
built their lives in Miami.
“This is good news for a lot 
of Cuban Americans,” he 
said. “No one wants to cel-
ebrate a person’s death. It’s 
a sad thing, but when a dic-
tator who caused so many 
people pain passes away, 
you almost get this sense 
of closure. So many Cubans 
had to flee, my grandfather 
was tortured and his busi-

nesses were seized.”
 Criollo went on to say 

that “being born in Mi-
ami I feel like I’ve already 
celebrated his death a lot 
because of all the false re-
ports that would come out, 
but it’s nice to know that 
this time it’s real.”

Historically, The United 
States and Cuba have been 
enemies, but American and 
Cuban relations eased un-
der the Obama administra-
tion. In 2014 the president 
announced that diplomatic 
and commercial relations 
with the island would be 
restored after more than 50 
years, and earlier this year 
Obama visited the island 
standing side-by-side  with 
Fidel’s brother Raul. 

Just this Monday Jet-
Blue flew its first commer-
cial flight to Havana from 
Kennedy Airport.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Cubans in Queens welcome death of Fidel Castro

Rudy Acosta Sr. owns Cuban restaurant Rincon Criollo in Corona 
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
               www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The criminal trial of 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) is expected to 
begin in January, accord-
ing to the office of Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man. The court is currently 
handling pre-trial motions 
in preparation for a trial 
that follows Wills’ 2014 ar-
rest on charges of corrup-
tion. 

In 2014 Wills and his rel-
ative, Jelani Mills, were in-
dicted on charges of divert-
ing public campaign funds 
and charitable grant money 
to their own personal ac-
counts, the AG said. Wills 
was also accused of funnel-
ing money into a nonprofit 
that he subsequently pock-
eted, according to the in-
dictment. Schneiderman 
said the more than $30,000 
came from state funds al-
located by former state 
Sen. Shirley Huntley, who 
was found guilty in 2013 
of corruption for stealing 

money for shopping sprees 
at Roosevelt Field in Long 
Island from a charity she 
controlled. Wills worked as 
her aide before she was sen-
tenced to a year in prison. 

Schneiderman contends 
Wills steered the grant 
money into a nonprofit 
called New York 4 Life, 
which he supervised. Wills 
was accused by the attor-
ney general of using some 
of the money for shopping 
trips, which included the 
purchase of a $750 Louis 
Vuitton handbag.

Wills’ office did not re-
turn a request for comment 
on this story.

In January Mills plead-
ed guilty to directing cam-
paign funds marked for 
Wills’ unsuccessful 2009 
City Council run into an 
account for Micro Target-
ing, which Mills said was 
a shell company set up by 
Wills. 

The indictment accused 
Mills of submitting a check 
from Wills to Micro Target-

ing in the amount of $11,500 
to the New York Campaign 
Finance Board. The at-
torney general’s office 
maintained Micro Target-
ing never did any work for 
Wills’ 2009 campaign and 
that Wills instead pocketed 
the funds.

After Wills’ May 2014 
arrest, Schneiderman said 
the arrest sent “the mes-
sage that elected office 
does not come with a blank 
check or a license to break 
the law.”

Wills allegedly signed a 
contract with the state Of-
fice of Children and Fam-
ily Services in March 2010 
and pledged that the funds 
Huntley allocated to New 
York 4 Life would be used 
for community services, 
but after the state request-
ed Wills account for how 
the funds were used, he did 
not respond, according to 
the AG’s office.

Wills successfully won a 
special election to the City 
Council in November 2010. 

Wills denied any wrongdo-
ing when he was arrested 
and accused Schneider-
man of attempting to target 
prominent political rivals.

Amid pressure by the 
FBI, Huntley agreed to 
wear a wire and record 
meetings with nine other 
people, including Wills, in 
2012. At the time, federal 
authorities claimed many 
of the nine individuals 
were also under investiga-
tion. Eventually, Huntley 
served a year and a day in 
prison. She was released in 
June 2014.

Judge Ira Margulis of 
the Queens Supreme Court 
will be presiding over the 
Wills case coming before 
the court. John Chiara, an 
assistant attorney general 
for the state attorney gen-
eral’s office, is scheduled to 
head the prosecution.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Wills’ trial on corruption charges to start in January

Councilman Ruben Wills is facing charges of corruption brought by 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. Photo by Michael Shain
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Holiday 

Gift Cards 

Available!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH 

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this Christmas Eve  
and/or Christmas Day with you!

Let our family serve your’s! 

TRADITIONAL  
HOLIDAY MENU

Our Regular/Children’s Menu
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE

— F I L L I N G  U P  Q U I C K LY—

DINE WITH THE  

O’NEILL’S
CALL FOR RESERVATION AT

718.672.9696
HOLIDAY MEALS TO GO

Enjoy culinary convenience and great  
homemade taste this Christmas Eve and/or  

Christmas Day with our Holiday meals.
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY OR 
VIRGINIA HAM

Served with all the Trimmings
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffing, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

INDIVIDUAL DINNER 4–6 PEOPLE $135
5–9 PEOPLE 10–14 PEOPLE 15–20 PEOPLE $349

ADDITIONAL SIDES HALF TRAY ADDITIONAL SIDES PIES $15

O’NEILL’S  
MASPETH

A Community Staple 
Since 1933

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY FESTIVITIES

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

December 18th  Brunch with Santa 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE - Sat., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Sun., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Sat., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats,  
and DJ playing all night long!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Office Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING  
7 DAYS A WEEK
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public hearings before final-
izing plans to manage the 
mute swan population and 
hold a two-year moratorium 
on any action. Specific evi-
dence would have to be pro-
vided that illustrates dam-
age caused by the birds, and 
even with evidence the DEC 
would be required to seek al-
ternatives to euthanasia.

“This is a major victory 
for the mute swans, as well 
as other animals who may 
face similar eradication in 
the future,” Avella said. “I, 
and many animal rights or-
ganizations and activists, 
will remain skeptical that 
such drastic measures are 
necessary until evidence 
proves otherwise. Even if 
the evidence is there, it is 
a humane and moral im-
perative to find non-lethal 
means for controlling their 
population.”

The DEC accepted public 
comments on the plan for 
managing the species and 
in 2014 released a statement 
that said tens of thousands 
of comments had been re-
ceived from individuals 
and groups, including the 
Friends of Animals, Ameri-
can Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, 
In Defense of Animals, 
Goosewatch NYC, Regal 
Swan Foundation, Humane 
Society of the United States 
and Save Mute Swans.

“Since the 1980s we have 
lobbied in the Northeast 
area to protect mute swans 
from nest destruction, 
egg addling, and hunting, 
which have all been con-
sidered as wildlife manage-

ment schemes. Governors 
have been deceived by the 
agencies that come up with 
these insidious plans that 
lack scientific evidence,” 
said Priscilla Feral, presi-
dent of Friends of Animals. 
“We are ecstatic about this 
victory and that DEC’s hate-
ful attitude towards mute 
swans has been reversed—
it is out of step with the 
very residents of New York 
whose tax dollars fund the 
agency.”

The DEC specified the 
intent of the management 
plan by emphasizing that 
extermination of the mute 
swans in New York was not 
on the books. The popula-
tion in certain locations 
would be controlled where 
strain would not be put on 
natural resources.

“Most of the comments 

received offered little spe-
cific feedback on the draft 
plan and, in many cases, it 
seemed that the commenter 
was unfamiliar with the 
management actions de-
scribed in the plan or mis-
understood how it would 
actually be implemented,” 
a DEC response said. 

The management plan 
was revised in 2015 to 
minimize numbers down-
state, prevent expansion 
of the species into new ar-
eas whether naturally or 
through catch and release 
or escape to provide relief 
to communities and prop-
erty owners in conflict 
with the birds, and to of-
fer permits to community 
organizations that wish to 
manage the swan popula-
tion in their area. 

.

Brown,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “We have 
the most diverse support 
services for survivors in the 
city—including the Queens 
Family Justice Center—
and have been committed to 
holding abusers accountable 
to the fullest extent of the 
law. I commend the mayor 
for launching the polyvic-
timization screenings first 
here in Queens at our Fami-
ly Justice Center, which will 
significantly augment their 
important work.”

The project will convene 
working groups of a diverse 

cross-section of service 
providers and community 
stakeholders to learn more 
about the needs of polyvic-
tims and discuss best prac-
tices around the design 
and implementation of the 
screening tool. Following 
the development of the pi-
lot version of the screening 
tool, it will be integrated 
into the current screening 
practices at the justice cen-
ter and will be utilized by 
city-contracted screen-
ing, case management and 
children’s services staff, 
as well as by other on-site 
partners.

If a client is identified as 
a polyvictim, providers will 

work with the client to con-
sider what additional sup-
portive services they might 
need.

“This new project is a 
life line for survivors of in-
timate partner violence liv-
ing in our city,” City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“By offering holistic sup-
port to people who have re-
peatedly experienced this 
trauma, we will put an end 
to this cycle of abuse. I am 
heartened by this devel-
opment and will continue 
to work alongside my col-
leagues in government to 
better serve this vulner-
able population.”

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 11
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Continued from Page 1 

Swans

Continued from Page 1 

Victims

State Sen. Tony Avella announced his bill to save mute swans has 
been signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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jured in city traffic during 
the month of October  , ac-
cording to City Hall, traffic 
fatalities declined nearly 
50 percent thanks to efforts 
unveiled by the mayor on 
Oct. 27.

“With Vision Zero, we 
have said our agencies 
would work creatively to 
see what works -- and a 
month into the current 
Dusk and Dark Initiative, 
we have strong evidence 
that we can deter danger-
ous driving with targeted 
seasonal enforcement and 
education,” de Blasio said. 

“Vision Zero has just be-
gun, you ain’t seen nothing 
yet. This is just the begin-
ning of something that is 
going to go much farther. 
We’re going to continue 
to deepen enforcement for 
months and years to come 
to drive down the number 
of fatalities. And all the 
good work at the Depart-
ment of Transportation  — 
changing traffic patterns, 
redesigning streets, adding 
more islands for pedestri-

ans to stop at so they are 
safe, slowing down the traf-
fic signals so that pedestri-
ans have more time to cross 
the streets —  all of those 
will have a big impact in 
the years to come.”

From Oct. 27 through 
last week, the NYPD issued 
more than 50,000 summons-
es for hazardous moving 
violations and placed ad-
ditional Traffic Safety per-
sonnel at intersections and 
corridors with high rates of 
pedestrian injuries and fa-
tal crashes during key dusk 
and darkness hours. The 
NYPD has also launched 

TrafficStat, an online data-
base which will provide col-
lision and crash data from 
around the city, accessible 
at trafficstat.nypdonline.
org/ which will be updated 
each Tuesday.

The online data was 
welcomed by Paul Steely 
White, the executive di-
rector of Transportation 
Alternatives, but after the 
deaths on Queens’ streets 
of 8-month-old Navraj Raju, 
13-year-old Jazmine Marin, 
and a still unidentified 
man who was struck and 
killed in Corona Nov. 4  , he 
said much more needs to be 

done.
“While the November 

drop in traffic deaths cited 
in today’s  press confer-
ence is encouraging, the 
overall trend this year has 
been anything but, with 
increases in hit-and-runs 
and pedestrian and cyclist 
fatalities,” Steely White 
said. “These fatalities, we 
hasten to add, are not on 
the rise because people are 
texting while walking and 
biking. In fact, most pedes-
trian and bike deaths are 
caused by reckless driving, 
on streets that are danger-
ously designed to encour-
age speeding.”

The safe streets advo-
cate called for the mayor 
to invest in the redesign 
of hundreds of streets and 
intersections identified as 
“Vision Zero Priority Lo-
cations” nearly two years 
ago. 

“Instead of brief en-
forcement blitzes followed 
by a return to business as 
usual, however, we need a 
sustained effort that focus-
es on these deadly driver 
behaviors all year long, 
across the precincts, to save 
lives in every community,” 
Steely White said.

Continued from Page 1 

Vision Zero
about bullying and cyber-
bullying. 

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D- Bayside) ap-
plauded Vallo Transpor-
tation for its initiative to 
combat bullying.

“Bullying in schools 
continues to be a serious 
issue and has damaged, 
often irrevocably, the 
lives of so many children 
and their families,” Val-
lone said. “Awareness 
and education are critical 
tools in addressing the is-
sue.”

Linda DeSabato, presi-
dent of Vallo Transporta-
tion, explains why her 
company chose the anti 
bullying initiative. 

“As a local school bus 
company, our mission is 
first and foremost to keep 
students safe,” she said. 

“This campaign rein-
forces our commitment to 
safety and demonstrates 
our efforts in creating a 
supportive school bus cli-
mate.  Our drivers receive 
special training annually 
on this topic to ensure 
they can properly iden-
tify, report and respond 
to bullying behavior.  Ad-
ditionally, we promote 
resources throughout the 
community with the hope 
that together we can put 
an end to this unwanted 
behavior” 

Vallone will be at the 
Bayside BID Children’s 
Holiday Parade Sunday 
on Bell Boulevard, where 
Vallo Transportation will 
have a table handing out 
anti-bullying merchan-
dise. 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Bullying

A Nov. 4 hit-and-run death of a man in Corona remains unsolved as 
Mayor Bill de Blasio renews his commitment to Vision Zero. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Weigh in on the issues that matter to 
Queens by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Zum Stammtisch
Restaurant 

From Europe to New York...
Authentic German

Dining & Experience
LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 

STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


