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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The criminal trial of Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamai-
ca) is expected to begin in Jan-
uary, according to the office of 
Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman. The court is current-
ly handling pre-trial motions 
in preparation for a trial that 
follows Wills’ 2014 arrest on 
charges of corruption. 

In 2014 Wills and his rela-
tive, Jelani Mills, were in-
dicted on charges of diverting 
public campaign funds and 
charitable grant money to 
their own personal accounts, 
the AG said. Wills was also 
accused of funneling money 
into a nonprofit that he subse-
quently pocketed, according to 
the indictment. Schneiderman 
said the more than $30,000 
came from state funds allocat-
ed by former state Sen. Shirley 
Huntley, who was found guilty 
in 2013 of corruption for steal-
ing money for shopping sprees 
at Roosevelt Field in Long Is-
land from a charity she con-
trolled. Wills worked as her 
aide before she was sentenced 
to a year in prison. 

Schneiderman contends 
Wills steered the grant money 
into a nonprofit called New 
York 4 Life, which he super-

BY BILL PARRY

The group of protesters 
who have spent the last several 
months fighting the city’s ef-
forts to convert a Maspeth ho-
tel into a homeless shelter are 
hopeful that a lawsuit filed in 
Queens Supreme Court will fi-
nally put an end to a saga that 
began in early August. The 
holding company that owns 
the land on which the Holiday 
Inn Express on 55th Road was 
built is suing the hotel’s opera-
tor, Harshad Patel, for violat-
ing the terms of his lease.

“It’s great news — exactly 
what we’ve been hoping for 
and we hope they’re success-
ful,” Juniper Park Civic Asso-
ciation President Bob Holden 
said. “The owner had indicat-
ed they weren’t very happy 
because they own other prop-
erties in the area and it’s not 
good for business or property 
values. We’re hoping this law-
suit puts an end to the Holiday 
Inn Express as a shelter.”

Brooklyn-based KCM Real-
ty Corp. denied Patel’s “plan to 
sublease the existing hotel to a 
third party, who would convert 
the hotel into an adult home-
less shelter pursuant to an 
agreement with the New York 
City Department of Homeless 
Services,” the lawsuit says. 
KCM responded that under the 

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Police were investigating 
the possibility that a state cor-
rection officer was targeted 
in a home invasion attempt 
in Jamaica Sunday evening 
in an incident that left the of-
ficer and his wife injured from 

several gunshot wounds. The 
NYPD also released a video 
of a vehicle leaving the area 
at the time of shooting, and 
the officer’s union posted a re-
ward for information leading 
to the suspects.

Police sources indicated to 
the New York Post that the of-

ficer being targeted was “the 
most probable cause” behind 
the shootings, though they 
had not yet ascertained if 
there was a specific reason the 
officer may have been singled 
out because of his profession 
or work.

Continued on Page 52
A corrections officer and his wife were shot when their home in Jamaica 
was invaded by two gun-toting robbers, police say. 

No trip to the store at holiday time is complete without a picture with Santa. In Woodhaven, at the 
Christmas Store on Atlantic Avenue, Mason Montesdeoca gets snapped by his mom (l.) while Santa's 
helper (r.) gets the big picture. See coverage on Pages 16, 26.  Photo by Michael Shain

Wills’ trial set 
to begin in 

January 2017

NYPD seeks home invasion suspects

Maspeth hotel owner sued
Landlord claims Patel had no right to lease rooms to city for homeless

SAYING ‘CHEESE’ WITH SANTA
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Brooklyn rapper re-
ceived a plaque from the 
NYPD for helping a young girl 
after she was forcibly touched 
on the Q53 in Elmhurst last 
month. The 112th Precinct 
gave 21-year-old Moise Mo-
rancy a Good Samaritan 
award to thank him for re-
straining a 36-year-old man 
until police arrived. 

According to police, Mo-
rancy was the only person 
on the bus to call out the 
suspect, Pablo Levano. On 
Oct. 25 Levano sat next to the 
16-year-old girl and tried to 
engage her in conversation, 
he then allegedly squeezed 
and rubbed her inner thigh 
without her consent, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint 
file by the Queens district at-
torney’s office.  

Levano has been charged 
with forcible touching, en-
dangering the welfare of a 
child and harassment, the 
Queens DA said. He is expect-
ed in court on March 23, 2017

Morancy saw the inappro-
priate touching and quickly 
confronted Levano and held 
him down, reprimanding 
him until authorities arrived, 
police said. The entire inci-
dent was caught on tape, and 

went viral. Millions shared 
the video and applauded Mo-
rancy for stepping up and de-
fending the young girl. 

On Nov. 17 the 112th Pre-
cinct held a small ceremony 
to honor Morancy. Captain 
Robert Ramos presented him 
with the plaque and thanked 
him for taking action. 

“We’re here today to con-
gratulate a Good Samaritan 
in our community,” Ramos 
said. “Someone who stepped 
up and went above and be-
yond. Our saying is when 
you ‘see something say some-
thing’, and not only did he say 
something, but he actually 
did something. He went a step 
further and for that were go-
ing to honor him today with 
this plaque.”

Morancy said this experi-
ence changed his views on po-
lice. A year ago he was caught 
on tape being manhandled by 
police in a subway station 
and he said he has now had a 
change of heart. 

“I really want to thank you 
guys for this opportunity,” he 
said. “I really appreciate you 
guys for the work that you do 
and this is really a life-chang-
er for me because I’m using 
the platform I have to edu-
cate other people, especially 
other young men and women 
of color to have a better un-
derstanding of the NYPD’s 
purpose, which is just to help 
us. A couple years ago I was 
assaulted, and even though 
there are some bad apples, it 
doesn’t mean the whole tree 
is bad. I know my predeces-
sors would be proud, this is 
really important to me, I will 
keep this forever.”

Morancy has written a 
song about the incident called 
“No means no”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Members of the Jackson 
Heights community spoke out 
about their experiences with 
the NYPD’s controversial 
“stop-and-frisk” tactic, part of 
a series of community forums 
mandated by a 2013 federal 
court ruling that labeled the 
NYPD’s use of the practice dis-
criminatory.

The New York City Joint 
Remedial Process hosted the 
event at the Jewish Center of 
Jackson Heights at 27-05 77th 
St. Saturday afternoon in col-
laboration with the Mayor’s 
Office of Community Affairs. 
Shira Scheindlin, the presid-
ing federal judge in Floyd vs. 
City of New York, mandated 
in 2013 that as part of the re-
medial process community fo-
rums should be held to discuss 
potential additional reforms 
beyond the mandated reforms 
included in the court ruling.

Justice Ariel Belen, a for-
mer justice for the New York 
Supreme Court’s Second De-
partment, was appointed as 
a federal facilitator for the 
process in November 2014. He 
discussed the storied history 
of stop and frisk in New York, 
speaking about how the NYPD 
needed to have a reasonable 
suspicion to stop someone, 
believing the person had com-
mitted, is committing or is go-
ing to commit a crime.

“What happened in New 
York City was not that at all,” 
he said.

About 85 percent of people 
stopped were black or Latino, 
according to the Joint Reme-
dial Process, and the New 
York Civil Liberties Union re-
ported that nearly nine out of 
10 stopped New Yorkers were 
innocent, according to NYPD 
data. Belen concurred, stating 
that only 5 percent of stops re-
sulted in an arrest. In 2011, the 
city recorded 685,000 stops.

Nilesh Vishwasrao, a rep-
resentative for the Jackson 
Heights-based community 
group Desis Rising Up and 
Moving, told the forum he had 
been stopped and frisked more 
than 20 times, while Tania 
Mattos, a co-founder of Queens 
Neighborhood United, which 
works to halt the detrimental 
effects of displacement and 
police misconduct, detailed 
her experiences with NYPD 
officers.

“Unfortunately, every time 
I’ve gone to the police, they’ve 
never helped me,” she said 
during the forum. “And that’s 
not how police/community re-
lations should work.” 

Mattos said the use of stop-
and-frisk had decreased slight-
ly in recent years, but she said 
there had been an increase in 
the use of surveillance cam-
eras and vans. She suggested 
more investment was needed 
in the community in lieu of an 
increased police presence.

The Floyd ruling in 2013 
included additional reforms, 
such as a monitored pilot pro-
gram for NYPD officers wear-

ing body cameras, as well as 
more training on implicit bias 
and better supervision, evalu-
ation and documentation of 
recorded stops. There were 
22,939 stops in 2015, according 
to a New York Civil Liberties 
Union analysis based on po-
lice data. The NYCLU analysis 
indicated 80 percent of people 
stopped were innocent and 
83 percent of stops were con-
ducted on black or Latino New 
Yorkers.

The Jackson Heights forum 
was one in a series sponsored 
by the JRP and the Mayor’s 
Community Affairs office, 
with one held in South Rich-
mond Hill early in Novem-
ber. At the conclusion of the 
forums, Belen will create a 
report suggesting additional 
reforms that may help bridge 
the gaps between officers and 
community members. 

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573. Moise Morancy is congratulat-

ed by Sgt. Johnny Hines of the 
112th precinct.  Facebook

Tania Mattos (r) speaks during a forum held on the topic of stop-and-frisk 
at the Jewish Center of Jackson Heights. Photo by Patrick Donachie

112th honors rapper
for heroics on Q53

Stop-frisk discussed
Forum in Jackson Heights considers NYPD tactic
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An attorney who lives in 
Queens Village has founded a 
new non-profit that she hopes 
will bridge the gap between 
people of African descent liv-
ing in the United States and 
people living on the African 
continent

Kerryanne Burke incor-
porated the African Diaspora 
Birthright Organization in 
August in hopes of funding a 
trip for people from the United 
States who are descendants of 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade 
to visit western African nations 
such as Nigeria or Ghana. 

Burke started working as 
a legal associate for the state 
Assembly in 2013, involved 
with education policy, and the 
political process informed her 
approach to the new organiza-
tion.

“Having been an Albany in-
sider, learning about the ways 
politics works, and some of 
the pitfalls and positives, it let 
me know I want to do a direct 

service for people,” she said in 
an interview. “For me, I like to 
know I’m helping someone in a 
tangible fashion.”

Burke is a first-generation 
immigrant, with her mother 
originally from Britain and 
her father of Jamaican de-
scent. She said her ancestry 
made her interested in helping 
others to build a sturdier foun-
dation of identity. 

“I thought it’d be nice to 
bring back that unity between 
us and Africans living on the 
continent. I find when you 
don’t deal with the foundation 
of the issue, you can’t move 
forward,” Burke said. “This is 
something to open up the con-
versation, to talk about slav-
ery not only as an economic 
and social issue, but also los-
ing your identity and what it 
means to be African.”

Burke said she has part-
nered with a Nigerian-based 
non-profit called UR 4 Africa.  
The proposed trip would last 
for at least a week, and Burke 
said the itinerary could in-

clude stops at museums and 
places that have preserved 
the holding cells where slaves 
were imprisoned prior to 
boarding ships bound for the 
Western Hemisphere. Travel-
ers on the trip could also do-

nate some of their time with 
local nonprofits, engaging in 
a cultural conversation with 
individuals living on the Afri-
can continent.

Burke said the trip could 
have an impact on communi-

ties here at home, once the 
travelers return. She said it 
was paramount to help people 
in search of their identity.

“Some of the big issues 
are poverty, lack of jobs and 
violence, whether it be exter-
nal like police brutality or a 
fragmented household. When 
I look at those, I see those as 
effects,” she said. “I see that 
as the foundational issue, that 
you kind of don’t know who 
you are if you’re in the world 
and you’re grasping at what it 
means to be black.”

Burke said she hoped the 
earliest trip would start in 
2018 or 2019, and people could 
offer financial support for the 
organization at https://afri-
candiasporabirthright.org/. 
Burke said she wanted the 
journeys to engender change 
and communication in com-
munities on both sides of the 
Atlantic.

“I would stress it’s about 
unification and love,” she said, 
“love for oneself and love for 
the world.”

KERRYANNE BURKE

Non-profi t bridges gap between U.S. and Africa
Queens Village attorney says organization will strengthen connections with continent
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced Tuesday the city 
would renew its efforts on 
Vision Zero heading into 
the darkest days of the year, 
traditionally the deadliest 
time for pedestrians. After 19 
people were killed and more 
than 5,000 were injured in 
city traffic during the month 
of October  , according to 
City Hall, traffic fatalities 
declined nearly 50 percent 
thanks to efforts unveiled by 
the mayor on Oct. 27.

“With Vision Zero, we 
have said our agencies would 
work creatively to see what 
works -- and a month into the 
current Dusk and Dark Ini-
tiative, we have strong evi-
dence that we can deter dan-
gerous driving with targeted 
seasonal enforcement and 
education,” de Blasio said. 

“Vision Zero has just be-
gun, you ain’t seen nothing 
yet. This is just the begin-
ning of something that is go-
ing to go much farther. We’re 
going to continue to deepen 
enforcement for months and 
years to come to drive down 
the number of fatalities. And 
all the good work at the De-
partment of Transportation  
— changing traffic patterns, 
redesigning streets, adding 
more islands for pedestrians 
to stop at so they are safe, 
slowing down the traffic sig-
nals so that pedestrians have 
more time to cross the streets 
—  all of those will have a big 
impact in the years to come.”

From Oct. 27 through last 
week, the NYPD issued more 
than 50,000 summonses for 
hazardous moving violations 
and placed additional Traffic 
Safety personnel at intersec-

BY MARK HALLUM

A delegation of more than 
30 city Council members led by 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
formally endorsed Home Sta-
bility Support on the steps of 
City Hall  last week. 

The proposal introduced 
by state Assemblyman An-
drew Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) 
will include the rental assis-
tance subsidy program in the 
state budget and takes aim at 
the growing homeless crisis 
across the city by prevent-
ing homelessness in the first 
place.

Councilmen Barry Groden-
chik (D-Fresh Meadows) and 
Donovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton) are among the advocates 
for the plan. 

“New York City is facing 
the worst housing crisis since 
the Great Depression, forcing 

thousands of hardworking 
people out of their homes,” 
James said. “For too long, our 
government has employed a 

piecemeal approach to provid-
ing housing assistance, result-
ing in inefficient and inad-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Hunger Free America 
released its annual hunger 
report showing the state of 
hungry workers and families 
in New York. The organiza-
tion surveyed multiple soup 
kitchens and pantries across 
the city and state and found 
that in New York state nearly 
3 million people, and in New 
York City approximately 1.4 
million people, lived-in food 
insecure households in 2013-
2015, meaning they could not 
always afford enough food. 
This compared to 2006-2008, 
when 2.3 million people were 
food insecure statewide and 
just under 1 million citywide.

“It is unconscionable that 
in the richest city in the his-
tory of the world, one in five 
kids still can’t always count on 
enough food,” Joel Berg, CEO 
of Hunger Free America said. 
“It is equally unacceptable 
that a third of our charitable 
food pantries and soup kitch-
ens lack the resources to meet 
the growing need.”

The survey found that 11 
percent of Queens residents, 

or one in nine, lived in food 
insecure households from 
2013-2015. It also found that 

16 percent of Queens children 
were living homes without 
adequate food and 10 percent 

of Queens seniors were living 
in food insecure homes in that 
same time period. 

The survey from the organi-
zation, which used to be called 
New York Coalition Against 
Hunger, spoke to feeding pro-
grams like food pantries and 
soup kitchens in Queens to get 
a better understanding of their 
needs. The results showed that 
the need for food and services 
has risen, but the funding and 
supplies were not enough. Just 
over 24 percent of responding 
agencies in Queens reported 
not having enough food to 
meet current demand. Of 
those 83 percent said that if 
they received more food, they 
would have enough capacity 
like storage space, refrigera-
tion and staff to increase the 
amount of food they distrib-
ute. Some 5 percent said they 
would not have the capacity 
to accommodate an increase 
in the amount of food they dis-
tribute.

Responding agencies also 
said they see an increase in 
the number of people coming 
in for food, while 70percent 
of agencies noted an increase 
in the number of people they 
served over the past year and 

Elected officials called on Gov. Cuomo to adopt Home Stability Support 
at the state level to curb the growing homeless population. 

Courtesy of Council Member Grodenchik

Hunger Free America releases its annual hunger survey  Courtesy of NYC DOE

Hunger haunts all ages in borough
City study fi nds food-insecure households account for 11 percent of Queens population

Electeds back Hevesi plan
to reduce homeless ranks 

Mayor doubles down
on Vision Zero plan

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 28 Continued on Page 28
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BY BILL PARRY

With the holiday travel 
season in full swing and com-
plaints on the rise, state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
unveiled legislation in Jackson 
Heights Monday that would re-
quire travel agents and consul-
tants to register with the New 
York Department of State. The 
implementation of a registra-
tion scheme would safeguard 
consumers against fraud, 
misrepresentation and false 
advertising, while also intro-
ducing security concerns.

“Consumers are ripped off 
every day with lies, scams, 
false travel packages,” Peralta 
said. “Under my proposal, we 
replace the Truth in Travel 
Act with a registry for travel 
consultants and promoters. 
Currently, the Department of 
State can already investigate 
consumer protection allega-
tions, but my legislation will 
offer further protections by 
implementing a more regi-
mented system where consum-
ers can play a proactive role in 
protecting their interests.”

Under the proposal, DOS 
will assign a registration num-
ber to each travel agent, and 
that number must be displayed 
by the travel promoter at his 
or her place of business as well 
as on all documents created 
by the registrant’s business, 

including on business cards, 
all personalized stationery 
and all documents produced 
for each individual customer. 
DOS would maintain a data-
base of all registered agents on 
its Internet website, easily ac-
cessible to the general public.

To adequately fund enforce-
ment, the registration applica-
tion fee would be $100, followed 
by an annual renewal fee of 
$100. Registrations would be 
non-transferable, and if own-
ership of a registered travel 
agency changed hands, the 

new owner would have to ap-
ply for a separate registration. 

In order to obtain a proper 
registration, a person or busi-
ness would undergo a vetting 
process by DOS.

“The registry will be a great 
first step in helping consumers 
connect with legitimate travel 
coordinators,” Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown said. 
Consumers will be better able 
to inform themselves about 
whom they do business with. 
This legislation will be partic-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The death of Cuban dic-
tator Fidel Castro has been 
cause for celebration for some 
Cubans in Queens. 

The 90-year-old communist 
leader died last Friday after 
suffering from an unknown 
illness. His brother, Raul Cas-
tro, who took over in 2008 as 
president, made the announce-
ment on Cuban television. Al-
most immediately there was 
footage from Cubans in Miami 
celebrating and dancing after 
learning of his death. Many 
Cubans had to flee the coun-
try as refugees and start new 
lives in the United States to es-
cape the Castro regime, which 
restricted freedom of speech 
and left its people in serious 
poverty. 

Although Queens has a 
large Latin population, Cu-
bans do not make up a large 
portion. There are small sta-
ples throughout the borough, 
including Rincón Criollo, a 
Cuban restaurant located in 
Corona near the intersection 
of Roosevelt Avenue and Junc-

tion Boulevard. The restaurant 
has been around for 40 years 
and is owned by Rudy Acosta 
Sr., who was born in Santiago 
de las Vegas, a municipality 
about 12 miles from Havana. 

Acosta said he found out 
about Castro’s death while 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) announced hisleg-
islation for the protection of 
mute swans had been signed 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo Tues-
day. The bill was passed by 
the Senate twice as well as 
the state Assembly, but was 
vetoed two more times by 
Cuomo before the birds could 
get the protection from exter-
mination sought by animal 
rights and elected officials 
such as Avella.

In 2013, the Department 
of Environmental Conserva-
tion declared its intention to 
systematically eradicate the 
birds by 2025 on the grounds 
that mute swans are an in-
vasive species brought from 
Eurasia in the 19th century. 
According to the state agency, 
this distinct group of swans 
are highly territorial and are 
known to displace other na-
tive animals and waterfowl 
from nesting areas as well as 
attack small children.

There is currently a mute 
swan population in Jamaica 
Bay.

 Under Avella’s legislation, 
the DEC would be required to 
hold two public hearings be-
fore finalizing plans to man-
age the mute swan population 
and hold a two-year morato-
rium on any action. Specific 
evidence would have to be pro-
vided that illustrates damage 
caused by the birds, and even 
with evidence the DEC would 
be required to seek alterna-
tives to euthanasia.

“This is a major victory 
for the mute swans, as well as 
other animals who may face 
similar eradication in the 
future,” Avella said. “I, and 
many animal rights orga-
nizations and activists, will 

remain skeptical that such 
drastic measures are neces-
sary until evidence proves 
otherwise. Even if the evi-
dence is there, it is a humane 
and moral imperative to find 
non-lethal means for control-
ling their population.”

The DEC accepted public 
comments on the plan for 
managing the species and 
in 2014 released a statement 
that said tens of thousands of 
comments had been received 
from individuals and groups, 
including the Friends of Ani-
mals, American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, In Defense of 
Animals, Goosewatch NYC, 
Regal Swan Foundation, Hu-
mane Society of the United 
States and Save Mute Swans.

“Since the 1980s we have 
lobbied in the Northeast area 
to protect mute swans from 
nest destruction, egg addling, 
and hunting, which have all 
been considered as wildlife 
management schemes. Gov-
ernors have been deceived 
by the agencies that come up 
with these insidious plans 
that lack scientific evidence,” 
said Priscilla Feral, presi-
dent of Friends of Animals. 
“We are ecstatic about this 
victory and that DEC’s hate-
ful attitude towards mute 
swans has been reversed—it 
is out of step with the very 
residents of New York whose 
tax dollars fund the agency.”

The DEC specified the 
intent of the management 
plan by emphasizing that 
extermination of the mute 
swans in New York was not 
on the books. The population 
in certain locations would 
be controlled where strain 
would not be put on natural 
resources.

State Sen. Jose Peralta proposes legislation that would require 
travel agents to register with the state to safeguard against fraud. 

Courtesy Peralta's office

State Sen. Tony Avella announced his bill to save mute swans has 
been signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Rudy Acosta Sr. owns Cuban restaurant Rincon Criollo in Corona 

Cubans react to Castro’s death

Cuomo signs bill 
to save mute swan

Travel agents scrutinized
Peralta wants them to register with state to fi ght fraud

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Southeast Queens residents 
said their neighborhoods 
could benefit from more com-
munity outreach on the part of 
New York City’s public hospi-
tal system, during a forum on 
the future of health care.

The event was put on by 
NYC Health + Hospitals, one 
of several the public hospital 
system is conducting to gauge 
community input on the future 
of health care in New York 
City. The forum was held on 
Tuesday evening in the base-
ment auditorium of the Queens 
Library on Merrick Boulevard 
in downtown Jamaica.

Marjorie Momplaisir-Ellis, 
a senior director for engage-
ment and collaborations at 
NYC Health + Hospitals, said 
it was important to ensure 
that the totality of patients’ 
needs were being considered, 
including services beyond 
medical needs.

“In order to make our 
transformation, we have to a 

better job integrating health 
care with social services de-
livery,” she said. “We want to 
make sure they can be cap-
tains of their ship, as far as 
their health is concerned.”

The evening consisted of 
brief presentations from NYC 
Health + Hospital staff, a sur-
vey for attendees to complete, 
and small group discussions 
centered on necessary chang-
es in the state of health care in 
local neighborhoods, and what 
H+H could do to help improve 
local care.

NYC Health + Hospitals has 
had a tumultuous few months. 
Dr. Ram Raju, the system’s 
CEO, announced he would be 
stepping down at the end of 
November. Additionally, an 
analysis by the Independent 
Budget Office this summer re-
vealed the system faces a $1.8 
billion deficit by 2020, even 
though Mayor Bill de Blasio 
increased the system’s funding 
by 50 percent. Representatives 
from the system said a large 
share of uninsured patients, 

decreased state and federal 
funding and a declining use of 
inpatient services contributed 
to the shortfall.

After the small group ses-
sions, presenters from each 
group presented their conclu-
sions to the audience, pinning 
their thoughts on a white-
board at the front of the room. 
A need for greater outreach 

was common in most presenta-
tions. One resident mentioned 
she had not known there were 
chemical dependency services 
available at Queens Hospital, 
and thought there needed to 
be more education about avail-
able services. Other residents 
bemoaned the lack of nearby 
specialists to service the com-
munity and stressed the need 

for urgent care centers in the 
event of overcrowded emer-
gency rooms. One presenter 
spoke about the need for more 
clinical trials in the area as 
well as a “pipeline program” 
that would support students in 
the area who might want to en-
ter the medical profession. She 
said better nutritional options 
could make a great difference.

“How can we eat better so 
we can feel better?” she asked.

Representatives from H+H 
said that their hospitals and 
centers in southeast Queens 
saw increases in visits after 
the closure of other hospitals 
in the area and they had added 
40 beds at Queens Hospital due 
to the increase. NYC Health 
+ Hospitals serves 1.2 mil-
lion New Yorkers each year, 
according to the presenta-
tion. The system includes 11 
hospitals, two of which are in 
Queens. About 70 percent of 
the people using its services 
are uninsured or on Medicaid, 
and approximately 40 percent 
are immigrants.

The whiteboard at the meeting was filled with suggestions on how 
Health + Hospitals could improve services in southeast Queens. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

NYC Health + Hospitals holds Jamaica forum
Community residents say system could benefi t from more outreach into neighborhoods

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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You can become a Licensed Practical Nurse
in just 12 months!

Register Now! (718) 362-9500

      TCILPN         @TCILPN         @TCILPN

30-50 Whitestone Expy, Suite 400
Flushing, NY 11354

www.tcilpn.com
Mention code 1216CNG and save $15 

on admissions testing

Programs developed for 
Nurses by Nurses

Classes starting in January, 
May and September of 2017

Programs developed for 
Nurses by Nurses

Classes starting in January, 
May and September of 2017

              

Parking Available
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, 
Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. 
Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Kicks Off 
the Season of Giving

Collects for local food pantry and eyeglasses 
for those in need                                           

 Christ the King High School held its Annual Thanksgiving Canned 
Food Drive.  The collection of more than 15 boxes of food is sponsored 
by the CK Campus Ministry, under the supervision of Sister Elizabeth 
Graham.

Students also held an eyeglass drive, where they collected over 45 
pairs of used eyeglasses and delivered them to a regional Lions Eye-
glass Recycling Center (LERC). Recycled glasses will be distributed to 
people in need in low and middle income communities where they will 
have the greatest impact.

BIG SAVINGS
FREE 2 YEAR PARTS & SERVICE

FERRANTINO FUEL 
FFC ENERGY

 

Low Pricing on All Our Products  Violation Consulting 

24/7 Emergency Service New Installations & Conversions 

Metered Deliveries with our own Fleet of Trucks

718 832 6700 
FFCenergy.com

**New Customer Special**

Same Great Service for Over 80 Years
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BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Family Jus-
tice Center in Kew Gardens 
has been selected by the U.S. 
Department of Justice to be 
the first of six sites in the 
nation to launch a pilot pro-
gram for victims of domestic 
violence who have suffered 
multiple forms of trauma, 
or polyvictimization. The 
Mayor’s Office to Combat 
Domestic Violence received a 
$650,000 grant to develop the 
NYC Polyvictimization Col-
laborative Project to ensure 
victims of violence have full 
comprehensive support.

Polyvictimization specifi-
cally refers to an individual 
who has experienced differ-
ent types of victimization 
within their lifetime—such 
as child abuse, sex abuse, 
stalking and bullying .

“For domestic violence 
victims, physical or emo-
tional abuse is often just 
one of many traumas. To 
help survivors rebuild their 
lives, we must recognize the 
many ways they have suf-
fered so that our remedies do 
not compound or complicate 
their struggle,” said Chirlane 
McCray, chairwoman of the 
Mayor’s Fund and co-chair 
of the city’s new domestic vio-
lence taskforce.

Current research findings 
regarding polyvictims high-
light the importance of early 
screening and intervention 
to prevent the development of 
severe health outcomes and 
future revictimization. The 
grant will enable service pro-
viders at the center to screen 
survivors of intimate part-
ner violence for all forms of 
victimizations to ensure that 
they are connected with ap-
propriate and comprehensive 
services to meet their needs.

“Queens has the highest 
domestic violence conviction 
rate and the lowest dismissal 
rate in the city of New York, 

thanks to the dedication of 
organizations and Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “We have 
the most diverse support 
services for survivors in the 
city—including the Queens 
Family Justice Center—and 
have been committed to hold-
ing abusers accountable to the 
fullest extent of the law. I com-
mend the mayor for launching 
the polyvictimization screen-
ings first here in Queens at 
our Family Justice Center, 
which will significantly aug-
ment their important work.”

The project will convene 
working groups of a diverse 
cross-section of service pro-
viders and community stake-
holders to learn more about 
the needs of polyvictims and 
discuss best practices around 
the design and implementa-
tion of the screening tool. 
Following the development of 
the pilot version of the screen-
ing tool, it will be integrated 
into the current screening 
practices at the justice center 
and will be utilized by city-
contracted screening, case 
management and children’s 
services staff, as well as by 
other on-site partners.

If a client is identified as 
a polyvictim, providers will 
work with the client to consid-
er what additional supportive 
services they might need.

“This new project is a life 
line for survivors of intimate 
partner violence living in 
our city,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “By offering 
holistic support to people 
who have repeatedly experi-
enced this trauma, we will 
put an end to this cycle of 
abuse. I am heartened by this 
development and will con-
tinue to work alongside my 
colleagues in government to 
better serve this vulnerable 
population.”

BY BILL PARRY

In light of increased fear 
and anxiety in immigrant 
communities as a result of 
the current political climate, 
state Attorney General Eric 
Scneiderman issued a fraud 
alert last week warning immi-
grants to be aware of potential 
scammers offering immigra-
tion services. 

Immigration fraud affects 
large segments of communi-
ties with foreign-born popula-
tions and involves individuals 
or companies that target vul-
nerable members by providing 
unauthorized and fraudulent 
immigration services.

In recent weeks, the attor-
ney general’s office and many 
legal aid organizations that 
work with immigrant com-
munities have received an in-
creased number of calls and 
reported scams.

“New York has zero toler-
ance for anyone who would 
prey on that fear to defraud 
immigrants and their fami-
lies,” Schneiderman said. “We 
will use all the tools at our dis-
posal to bring to justice those 
who commit fraud against our 
immigrant families.”

One of the most common 
scams right now is an unsolic-
ited call from fake immigrant 
officials. For example, one im-
migrant living in New York re-
ceived a call saying he was in 
the country illegally and must 
immediately pay $1,550.

Schneiderman said federal 
authorities will never demand 
payment, request sensitive per-
sonal information or threaten 
you over the phone. He said 
if you receive a call like this, 
hang up immediately and re-
port the possible fraud to the 
attorney general’s office.

“Queens County is the 
most ethnically and cultur-
ally diverse area in the United 
States with more than 2.3 mil-
lion residents,” Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown 
said. “With over 120 countries 
represented in our neighbor-
hoods and over 160 languages 
spoken, we take crimes com-
mitted against members of 
our immigrant communities 
seriously. Our Office of Im-
migrant Affairs, along with 
several other bureaus, inves-
tigates and prosecutes crimes 
that target immigrants. In ad-
dition, our OIA Office conducts 
extensive outreach initiatives 
in order to keep our communi-
ties informed on identifying 
and protecting against com-
mon immigrant scams.”

The common forms of im-
migrant fraud include unso-
licited calls from fake officials 
threatening deportation, mis-
representing legal credentials 
and unauthorized practice of 
the law. Schneiderman warns 
immigrants to only work with 
a licensed lawyer or authorized 
provider, never sign blank ap-
plications or documents you 
do not understand and never 

make payments over the phone 
or via email.

“Now more than ever it is 
critical that our fellow New 
Yorkers are kept safe from 
those who seek to take advan-
tage of them,” New York Im-
migration Coalition Executive 
Director Steve Choi said. “In a 
time when immigrant commu-
nities are terrified of what’s to 
come, unscrupulous individu-
als may take advantage of im-
migrant fears by promising 
relief, permanent residency, 
or citizenship that they cannot 
actually provide. We must do 
everything in our power to en-
sure that immigrant commu-
nities are safe from this kind 
of harm.”

Complaints can be report-
ed to the attorney general’s 
Immigration Services Fraud 
Unit Hotline at (866) 390-2992 
or by emailing Civil.Rights@
ag.ny.gov. Schneiderman also 
highlighted another key re-
source. The New Americans 
hotline is a toll-free, multi-
lingual hotline that provides 
live assistance in receiving 
immigration and naturaliza-
tion information and referrals 
regardless of citizenship or 
documented status. Managed 
by Catholic Charities Com-
munity Services, all calls are 
confidential and anonymous 
at 1-800-566-7636.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Queens Family Justice Center in Kew Gardens receives a grant 
from the Justice Department to launch a new program for victims of 
domestic violence.

State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman warns immigrant communities that scams have increased in the 
weeks since the presidential election.

Immigrants beware
AG warns community of scammers on rise since elections

Justice center to pilot
domestic violence site
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Blotter
QUEENS VILLAGE — Police were 

seeking information on a Queens Vil-
lage woman who was reported missing 
on Tuesday, and were asking for the 
public’s help to find her.

Yugenia Chertakovsky, 49, was last 
seen leaving Jamaica Hospital Medical 
center at 8900 Van Wyck Expressway 
at 11:15 a.m., according to police. Cher-
takovsky, who lives on 220th Street in 
Queens Village, was described by po-
lice as 4 feet tall, weighing 200 pounds, 
with a heavy build, a light complexion, 
brown eyes and black hair. Police said 
she was last seen wearing a white dress 
with blue flowers along with a red wool 
coat.

Police also released a photo of the 
missing woman, and encouraged any-
one with any information to contact 
the NYPD Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1 
(800) 577-TIPS or to submit tips online 

at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com. All 
calls were confidential, police said.

BAYSIDE—A Bayside man was 
robbed at gunpoint on Friday night 
when he returned to his home, accord-
ing to NYPD. 

The victim was exiting his vehicle 
along 57th Road near Cloverdale Bou-
levard when he was approached by two 
men who took the shopping bag from 
his hands. When one of the suspects 
pistol-whipped the man, a round was 
discharged from the firearm. The bul-

let when through the driver’s side of 
the suspect’s windshield, but did not 
hit anyone. 

Police said the thieves made off 
with an iPhone 7 valued at $700 and 
made their escape toward Cloverdale 
Boulevard.

There are currently no arrests at 
this time and the investigation was 
ongoing.

Yugenia Chertakovsky went missing last 
Tuesday after leaving Jamaica Hospital.  

NYPD

Bayside man pistol-whipped in robbery: Cops

Police seek missing Qns Village woman

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

JACKSON HEIGHTS—Police were 
searching for three individuals who 
stormed a Jackson Heights jewelry 
store and threatened employees at gun-
point Tuesday night, according to the 
NYPD. The three suspects, two men 
and one woman wearing dark clothing 
with hoods covering the tops of their 
faces, entered Kunal Jewelers, located 
at 37-08 74th St. just after 7 p.m., police 
said.

The woman and one of the men dis-
played silver handguns and ordered 
two employees not to move as all three 

ransacked the jewelry cases. The wom-
an began to empty a safe and ordered 
one of the employees to open a second 
safe, but the suspects were frightened 
off when the employee tripped the 
alarm. The suspects fled and it was not  
known how much was taken, police 
said.

The NYPD initially believed the in-
cident was a hostage situation, leading 
to a shutdown of 74th Street, but they 
later said it was a robbery.

All three suspects remained at large 
and the investigation continued.                                                 

Party of three rob Jax Hgts jewelry store

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

“My sister Eileen possessed an incredible love and enthusiasm for life. With her 
keen sense of style, she loved fashion, shopping, traveling to Europe, and finding 
new and exciting restaurants. So when we realized that there was no cure for 
her terminal cancer, there was no better place that she spend her final days than 
where her quality of life would never be compromised: Calvary Hospital. The staff 
at Calvary – in fact, every employee who we were in contact with – relieved the 
pain, as well as the incredible stress that we were experiencing. Eileen was treated 
with the integrity, dignity and grace that she deserved…even to her very last day. 
Her hair was kept properly coiffed, her nails done just right, and her nurse even 
applied her signature make up. Eileen said the pampering made her feel loved. 
The staff was extraordinary in their care, as if God had hand-picked them to 
work there. Eileen always believed that you should never give up on life as long 
as you have a breath in you. Well, Calvary Hospital celebrated her life until the 
very end in a way that only Calvary can. Thank you, Calvary. And God bless you.”

- Michael W. Conway

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at NYU Lutheran • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  
The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

“There was only one place that could match my sister’s 
love for life during her final days: Calvary Hospital.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 2–8, 201612    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Fidel Castro has died at age 
90 and now maybe there is hope 
for the people of Cuba. Here was 
a tyrant who was most nefarious 
by his actions and had impover-
ished his nation and his own peo-
ple. His brutal regime executed 
thousands of innocent people. As 
reported, Fidel Castro admitted 
holding 15,000 political prisoners. 
It was also reported that over 582 
people were shot by firing squad 
in a two year period. 

And during the 1960s the Unit-
ed States and the Soviet Union 
were on the verge of nuclear war 
over missiles in Cuba. 

Now on a personal note my 
mother became good friends 
with a woman on 213th Street in 

Queens Village in the 1950s. She 
had escaped from Cuba with her 
three sons and one daughter af-
ter her husband was killed by 
Castro’s rebels. She and her sons 
worked hard and were able to 
buy a house in Queens Village. I 
remember she would take care of 
me while my mother had to do er-
rands. Her name was Marie and I 
found her to be a most kind wom-
an who worked hard for her fam-
ily and believed in the American 
dream and hated what Castro did 
to Cuba. After my mother died 
she asked my father if there was 
anything she could do to help. 

You see, Marie was good 
friends with my mother. As I 
think back, Marie was truly an 

example of the Cuban immi-
grants who have come to Ameri-
ca—hardworking and believing 
what America has to offer and 
that is freedom.

I still don’t understand how 
Fidel Castro was able to stay in 
power all these decades. I there-
fore pray for the Cuban people 
that they can be afforded more 
freedom, economic security and 
religious freedom—although 
Raul Castro is still in power and 
can prevent that from happening. 
But that regime may also pass 
away. “Viva, Cuba and its people 
for it’s a new day.”

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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Two days before Queens residents flocked to 
stores to scoop up bargains on Black Friday, a new 
report said nearly one in six children living in the 
borough is hungry.

It is the season to be jolly for some, but the number 
of households without enough food has been growing 
in Queens and the rest of the city even though 45 per-
cent of them are headed by people with jobs.

The New York City Coalition against Hunger re-
leased its sobering annual report on the “Epidemic 
of the Working Hungry” in the five boroughs right 
before Thanksgiving. The nonprofit urged President-
elect Trump to take steps that would put adequate 
food on the tables of many more New Yorkers as the 
nation’s day of feasting was about to begin.

In particular, it urged Trump, a Queens native, to 
create jobs, raise the minimum wage and protect the 
Food Stamp program.

With the unemployment rate hovering at 4.9 
percent in Queens, plenty of borough shoppers had 
the wherewithal to look for holiday gifts at Queens 
Center Mall, the Bay Terrace Shopping Center and 
Sky View Center in Flushing last Friday. There was 
a Black Friday buzz in the air, but the crowds were 
manageable because legions of consumers had opted 
for online shopping.

It’s doubtful that many Black Friday customers 
came from households where the worker earns a 
minimum wage of $9 hour and has to feed two chil-
dren on an annual income of less than $17,000.

“Low wages are still the top cause of U.S. hunger 
and malnutrition,” said Joel Berg, CEO of the coali-
tion, renamed Hunger Free America.

But relief is in the wings with the city’s minimum 
wage slated to rise to $9.70 Dec. 31 and in a series of 
steps to $12.50 by the end of 2020. These increases 
should help reduce hunger for some of the borough’s 
most vulnerable residents.

In Queens the statistics tell a somber story of 
people struggling to fill their stomachs in the richest 
country in the world.

From 2013-2015, the coalition found one in nine 
Queens residents lived in food insecure households, 
while one in 10 of the borough’s seniors was hungry.

 Nearly a quarter of the agencies that supply food 
could not meet current demand as nearly two-thirds 
of these groups reported higher demand for food 
from the people they serviced in the past year.

Queens and the rest of the city are facing an epic 
crisis of hunger, homelessness and the lack of afford-
able housing.  But we must be able to feed ourselves 
first before we can tackle these other intractable 
problems.

THE WORKING HUNGRY

Castro leaves an unfortunate legacy
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READERS WRITE

(The first part of this letter 
appeared in last week’s edi-
tion.)

In looking at the effort to 
push LaGuardia Airport to the 
limits, it is helpful to be aware 
that the FAA has for the last 
few years been implementing 
a system in which separations 
between jetliners are reduced. 
What used to be 5 miles of sep-
aration can now be cut to 2½ 
miles by using satellite-based 
positioning. So jetliners are 
already flying closer together 
than in the past. 

Among other things this 
means what used to be consid-
ered a close call is now within 
limits. U.S. Sen. Chuck Schum-
er (D-NY) was instrumental in 
providing political support for 
what the FAA calls its  “Next-
Gen” project, but it isn’t work-
ing out too well at LaGuardia, 
which is often cited as the 
airport with the worst delays.  
(That’s because it is basically 
a small regional airport that 
is overloaded—it will always 
be last when compared to Ken-
nedy Airport or other world-
class facilities.)

NextGen may be a good 
idea in the wide open spaces 
out West but not so much at 
LaGuardia because LaGuar-
dia suffers from so many 
problems. Water is a big one, 
LaGuardia is in an EPA-des-
ignated flood plain. It was 
turned into a lake for days by 

Superstorm Sandy. It used to 
sink into the watery soil by 
the bay to the point where steel 
beams had to be pounded into 
the ground to provide support. 
Unfortunately, saltwater then 
mixed with steel and set up 
electrical fields on the surface, 
affecting aircraft avionics. 

The last time I checked 
the pilots’ handbook it was 
still warning that cockpit 
compasses might not be accu-
rate at LaGuardia because of 
“electrical anomalies.” Then 
there are the geese—the ones 
that brought down Capt. Sul-
ly’s plane, the Miracle on the 
Hudson. They show up twice 
a year, fall and spring. This is 
because LaGuardia is smack 
dab in the middle of their fly-
way. Meanwhile, taller and 
taller buildings are sprout-
ing as construction booms in 
Flushing not far from the run-
ways. The list of LaGuardia’s 
shortcomings is pretty long. 
You would think you were in 
the Third World!

Now pressure is growing 
to end a system at LaGuardia 
that was put in place to pre-
vent planes from smacking 
into each other on landing 
(“slot system”) and to limit 
the size of jetliners to me-
dium, mostly regional flights 
(“perimeter rule”). The “new 
LaGuardia”—same size as 
the old LaGuardia—will have 
gates for Boeing 747-400 wide-
bodies that can reach the West 

Coast and Europe. These are 
pretty big—wingspan of 170 
feet vs. LaGuardia’s current 
design standard of 90 feet. Big-
ger jets, closer together, more 
people, same size airport with 
two stubby runways and no 
one-seat ride to Manhattan.  
There is also talk of doing away 
with the overnight curfew that 
gives Queens residents some 
respite from the constant roar 
of jetliners overhead.

Meanwhile, we hear the si-
ren song of “more jobs,” “more 
business,” “we need special 
treatment” from the advo-
cates. Never mind the prob-
lems, think of the money!

So I thought it might be use-
ful to research who gets what 
in this marriage of conve-
nience between landlord New 
York City and special-needs 
LaGuardia. 

I found that New York City 
collects a pittance in rent for 
the 680 acres of prime water-
front real estate that is used 
for LaGuardia airport—the 
rent came to $1.27 per sq. ft. 
in 2015. For comparison, there 
are Manhattan retailers on 
upper Fifth Avenue—the mag-
ic circle that runs a few blocks 
south of 57th Street—where 
rents are $5,000 per sq. ft.—
while LaGuardia pays NYC 
peanuts under a sweet contract 
that runs through 2050. How’s 
that for a tale of two cities? I 
suppose it is just a coincidence 
that real estate developer Joe 

Sitt, who funds Global Gimme 
Alliance, owns several proper-
ties on Fifth Avenue just out-
side the high rent district in 
Manhattan, properties whose 
value would gain if the magic 
circle were expanded by more 
out-of-town visitors shopping 
in high-end stores.  

Then there is cold cash. 
New York State just came 
through with $2.3 billion from 
tax-exempt  bonds and the 
Port Authority will kick in a 
couple of billion for the six- to 
eight-year LaGuardia project 
championed by Gov. Cuomo. 
The problem was that little 
LaGuardia was overcrowded 
with people and planes, so the 
solution must be—more peo-
ple and bigger planes.  I don’t 
know how we would manage 
without thinking like that.

The list goes on: New Yoek 
City exempts airlines from a 
4.5 percent fuel tax; the city  
subsidizes  airlines at LaGuar-
dia by allowing them a free 
hand to operate “hubs.” Hub 
passengers fly in, change to 
another plane and never set 
foot outside the airport.  This 
is 10 percent of total traffic, or 
3 million passengers out of the 
30 million annual total. This is 
a huge benefit to the airlines, 
but I see almost no benefit to 
New York City. 

To continue: New York City 
refrains from noise ordinanc-
es that are common elsewhere 
because that would restrict 

Delta’s use of an aging fleet of 
rattletrap MD-88s that are the 
mainstay of its big LaGuardia 
fleet; the FAA’s “NextGen” re-
quires jetliners to fly in nar-
row lanes, concentrating noise 
and emissions on residents 
living below at levels known 
to cause medical problems, 
which affects health-care 
costs across the region, with 
no compensation from the air-
lines.  Etc., etc., etc.  

If you follow the arguments 
of the various “advocates,” 
what we need at LaGuardia 
are more big jetliners landing 
and taking off at closer inter-
vals, non-stop operations even 
in severe weather, airplanes 
zig-zagging through flocks of 
geese using a cockpit compass 
that might be wrong, buzzing 
the tops of taller and taller 
buildings that are going up in 
Flushing. At night.

Gov. Cuomo and Sen. 
Schumer should make it clear 
that the existing rules at La-
Guardia—the slot system, the 
perimeter rule, the overnight 
curfew—are not negotiable. 
These rules were put in place 
in the interests of safety.  La-
Guardia needs to be kept safe 
by operating within the exist-
ing rules. 

Peter Rutledge
Bayside 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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As the nation prepares to 
commemorate the 75th an-
niversary of the sneak attack 
by Japan on the United States 
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, it is 
important that we never forget 
all of those who lost their lives 
on that terrible Sunday morn-
ing. 

They had no idea what was 
coming, and there are still over 
1,000 sailors entombed in the 
hull of the USS Arizona. Amer-
ica became even more resolute 
after the attack, and as Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt said 
in a speech before Congress 
asking for a declaration of war 

between the United States and 
the Japanese Empire, “Today, 
Sunday December 7th 1941, is 
a date which shall live in  in-
famy.”

As Admiral Yamamoto of 
the Japanese Imperial Navy 
said after the attack, “I fear 
that today, we have awakened 

a sleeping giant.” He was so 
very right. Four years later, 
with two major Japanese cities 
destroyed by atomic weapons, 
Japan surrendered and the 
war was over. 

May God bless all of our 
brave servicemen and women, 
who sacrifice so much so that 

we can live in a free and pros-
perous country. However, the 
memories of what took place 
will never be and should not 
be ever forgotten by all Ameri-
cans.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Remember Pearl Harbor and the heroes who died there

New LaGuardia, same old problems 
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W
e have now seen a 
return of college 
student street dem-
onstrations, in some 

ways similar to the street dem-
onstrations of the late 1960s 
and early 1970s.

The strongest uprisings of 
the earlier period were pri-
marily directed at stopping the 
Vietnam War. In many cases, 

college administration build-
ings were taken over by dem-
onstrators. Occasionally the 
office of the college president 
was occupied. That situation 
happened at Columbia Univer-
sity. The earlier development 
began as a student call for 
free speech at the University 
of California, Berkeley. This 
situation spread to more col-
leges, especially in the north-
east part of our country. 

Today the student rebellion 
has begun as a protest against 
the results of this year’s presi-
dential race. There is little 
likelihood that the results of 
the election can be changed.

The recent student dem-

onstrations began in Oregon. 
Most of the students involved 
marched in the streets. It wasn’t 
like in earlier times when the 
student population carried our 
their rebellions on college cam-
puses.

As I indicated, there is 
little, if any chance, that the 
presidential results can be 
changed.

In 1968 the most serious 
events of the violent student 
anti-war group were the dem-
onstrations at the Democratic 
Convention in Chicago. It is 
expected that next year there 
will be a massive demonstra-
tion at the presidential inau-
gural. Hopefully, it will not get 

out of hand.
During the election Hillary 

Clinton received consider-
ably more votes than Donald 
Trump. At present it stands 
at two million more votes, but 
Donald Trump won the Elec-
toral College, and that is what 
chooses our president under 
the Constitution.

There has been talk of re-
placing the Electoral College 
with popular votes and that 
would require a Constitutional 
amendment. It is doubtful that 
that can be accomplished any 
time in the foreseeable future. 
The smaller states would op-
pose it because under popular 
vote New York and California 

could dominate the election 
with their huge populations. 

This past year we have had 
the most unusual election in 
American history for presi-
dent. It is interesting to see 
how this will play out during 
the next four years. We will 
see how Trump can deliver on 
some of his campaign prom-
ises, especially in creating a 
large number of jobs and mak-
ing trade agreements more fa-
vorable to the United States. It 
will be good to see how these 
matters will play out.

The next four years will 
be an interesting interlude in 
how our American govern-
ment progresses.

S
ick of being warned 
about anything and ev-
erything when it comes 
to the holiday season, 

especially all the warnings 
about dangerous toys?

Me, too. That’s why I’m ready 
to throw a lawn dart at a group 
called “World Against Toys 
Causing Harm”— W.A.T.C.H. 
Every year since 1973 it has 
published a hyperventilating 
“10 Most Dangerous toys” list 
at Christmastime.

Now maybe back in ’73, toy 
makers were still grinding out 
toy ovens that could smelt ore 
and chemistry sets that could 
actually blow things (that is, 
people) up. But in the 40-plus 
years since W.A.T.C.H. was 
started—by a trial lawyer 
who wouldn’t exactly suffer 
if he drummed up clients ea-
ger to sue toy makers for neg-
ligence—the regulations on 
toys and other kiddie products 
have multiplied to the point 
where if there’s lead in the ink 
in the logo that’s printed on 
the instep of a child’s boot, the 
item is recalled. Because what 
if a kid somehow hacked the 

boot into pieces, peeled out the 
instep and ate it? 

And speaking of shoes, an-
other run of children’s foot-
wear  was recalled  because 
“the metal rivets surrounding 
the holes where the shoestring 
is secured on the shoes can 
have sharp edges, posing a 
laceration hazard.” So wrote 

the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission.

What threat level are we 
talking about? “The firm has 
received one report of an adult 
who scratched or cut his fin-
ger,” the commission wrote. 
“No medical attention was re-
quired.”

A miracle!
But it is just this zero toler-

ance for “risk” that W.A.T.C.H. 
exploits every Christmas. 
Among its  Top 10 dangers this 
year  is a large, plush elephant. 
What danger could a stuffed 
animal with no sharp edges, 
lead paint, or exploding parts 
possibly present?

Duh! “Potential for suffoca-
tion! Not to be used unsuper-
vised.”

Also on this year’s list is 
a kind of wearable beach ball 
called Bump ’n Bounce Body 
Bumpers. You put the bum-
per around your waist like an 
inner-tube and then proceed 
to bump into your friends. The 
manufacturers’ own warning 
label, already quaking at the 
thought of personal injury 
lawsuits, clearly states, “To 

avoid risk of serious injury 
or death… protective equip-
ment (for head, elbows, knees, 
hands, etc) should be worn (not 
included).”

But somehow, even a 
warning about death was not 
enough. The company was 
shamed because its box shows 
kids using the toy without any 
head, elbow or knee guards 
whatsoever. Goodbye, St. 
Nicholas, hello St. Pete! 

If they only worked a little 
harder, I’ll bet lawyers could 
stop kids from ever mov-
ing their fragile little bodies 
again. But so far, W.A.T.C.H. 
has shied away from the big-
gest kahuna of them all, the 
toy that must be stopped. So I 
did it for them. I ran a contest 
online: Come up with a warn-
ing label for a ball! 

Here’s what folks came up 
with (some using their whole 
names, some not). 

• Caution! Sharp edges. 
—Neil S.

• Warning: This is a toy and 
not to be used as an actual ball. 
—Matthew Trescher 

• Warning: Ball carries 
germs. Wash after each use. 
—Alanna

But wait! There’s more!
• Do not insert into ure-

thra.
• For decorative purposes 

only. —Christina 
• Not to be used as a flota-

tion device. —Adam Kampia 
• Do not operate without 

protective goggles. —Shelly 
Stow 

• Device does not provide a 
stable support. Do not attempt 
to sit or stand upon the ball. 
—Scott

• Toy may change direction 
unpredictably when impact-
ing an object. —Jim C.

• Chasing this object could 
cause fatigue. —John B.

• For educational purposes 
only. Not to be taken inter-
nally. Do not play “ball” while 
driving. —Bob Magee

• For recreational purposes 
only. Do not use as a metaphor 
for having a great time. Do 
not use as a metaphor for mas-
culinity or courage. Do not 
confuse with a formal dance. 
—Kenny Felder 

• Not to be used to exclude 
other children. —Backroads 

• To avoid risk of serious 
injury or death, always wear 
groin protection. Do not roll or 

throw ball near a street, drain, 
sewer or body of water with-
out adult supervision. Do not 
throw ball while under the in-
fluence of drugs or alcohol. If 
you have high blood pressure 
or diabetes, consult your doc-
tor before attempting to throw 
ball. —Rick

• Warning, if you bounce 
this too high it might break 
through the ceiling causing 
the house to cave in on you. 
—Alaina, age 12

• To be used on padded sur-
faces only. Use of a helmet is 
recommended. If any hole or 
tear develops discard immedi-
ately. —Jessica

• Not to be used by children 
under 13. —Sally

• Do not throw. —Jack D. 
• Warning: Balls may be 

bigger than brains. —Lol-
li-poplover

And finally, from my edi-
tor:

• Playing with ball could at-
tract dogs 

• Mothers: Warn children 
against playing with ball in 
house

• Warning: For every action 
there is an equal but opposite 
reaction

•  If use of this item results 
in a broken window, drop ev-
erything and run.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com. 
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Election results are bringing back student unrest

On our holiday list: toy-related terror
If they worked a 
little harder, I’ll 

bet lawyers could 
stop kids from 
ever moving 

their fragile little 
bodies again
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N
ew York City is fail-
ing in its obligation 
to include and inform 
the community on re-

form of the controversial stop-
and-frisk program, activists 
charged at a town hall earlier 
this month in South Richmond 
Hill.  

The town hall, hosted by 
Jackson Heights-based advo-
cacy group Desis Rising Up 
and Moving, took place Nov. 
3 at Khan’s Tutorial, 103-42 
Lefferts Blvd.  The event was 
held to inform the community 
about the Joint Remedial Pro-
cess—an effort mandated by 
Manhattan Federal Judge Shi-
ra Scheindlin to give affected 

communities, home to primar-
ily black and Latino men, a 
voice in the reform process.

The event focused on the ex-
perience of community mem-
bers, such as William Depoo, 
who is in his early 20s and a 
leader at DRUM. In addition to 
being stopped and frisked, he 
claims to have been detained 
without cause and called an 
ethnic slur while in police 
custody in Queens. He was re-
leased without charges.  He re-
counted that incident as being 
one of several encounters he 
had with police officers while 
living in the area.

In attendance were many 
young people from the commu-
nity as well as representatives 
from the office of Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) and 
students studying community 
attitudes on policing. Former 
Associate Justice Ariel E. Bel-
en, who is now the facilitator 
of the Joint Remedial Process, 
sent a representative to the 

Town Hall. Provisions stem-
ming from the stop-and-frisk 
lawsuits required the cities 
to have forums such as these, 
but DRUM has determined the 
need to hold forums in com-
munities such as South Rich-
mond Hill.

A vocal protester attempted 
to disrupt the event, citing re-
cent, high-profile shootings of 
police officers. 

“Many believe if someone 
is stopped by the police, they 
are either a criminal or did 
something wrong,” Depoo 
noted. “We ignore factors such 
as racial profiling and police 
abuses, which then makes 
folks in our communities who 
do face these factors internal-
ize these experiences.”

Depoo indicated that the re-
cent election of Donald Trump 
as president would only exac-
erbate this uncertainty.

To demonstrate what they 
termed “over-policing” in the 
neighborhood, organizers cit-

ed 2014 statistics that indicate 
a high number of stops in the 
predominantly Indo-Caribbe-
an neighborhoods covered by 
the 102nd and 106th precincts, 
where there were 1,181 and 
2,228 stops, respectively. Ac-
cording to the group, reform 
would not only include fewer 
stops and probable cause, but 
also overall changes to polic-
ing in the community.

Though much has been 
made about the NYPD and 
communities of color bridging 
gaps in trust and accountabil-
ity, Depoo downplayed the ne-
cessity of trust in the reform 
process. 

“Stop and frisk and other 
abusive policing tactics have 
left a deep scar,” he said. “The 
NYPD has shown they will use 
unjust factors, such as race, to 
patrol and target communi-
ties.”

The group has determined 
its role to be highlighting the 
voices of community members 

in the reform process.
Political engagement re-

mains low in the Richmond 
Hill/Ozone Park area, espe-
cially among the Indo-Carib-
bean community. Activists, 
such as Depoo, point out that 
“they (Indo-Caribbean people) 
left behind turmoil, and they 
feel if they face any racism or 
discrimination, it is a compro-
mise for living in this country.  
In contrast with other com-
munity-based organizations 
that work on political engage-
ment, DRUM places less of an 
emphasis on the political pro-
cess, noting that community 
insight is frequently ignored 
by elected officials.  Rather, 
the organization seeks to em-
power residents to become ac-
tivists.

“We have to work with our 
communities to understand 
you don’t need to sacrifice 
your rights for a better life,” 
Depoo concluded.

N
ew York’s blind adher-
ence to a “sanctuary 
city” policy will all but 
guarantee that a large 

portion, perhaps as much as 
10 percent, of the city’s budget 
coming from the federal gov-
ernment will be withheld by 
President-elect Trump soon 
after he takes office on Jan. 20.  
Estimated at more than $7 bil-
lion, it will trigger a financial 
crisis with far-reaching con-
sequences leading to higher 
taxes and steep reductions in 
social services that will hit the 
most vulnerable New Yorkers 
hardest.  

With that in mind, both 
Mayor de Blasio and City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer are 
setting the stage for this inevi-
table showdown and if history 
is any guide, politicians will 
seek to place the blame on oth-

ers to shield themselves from 
the political fallout that will 
surely occur. 

Trump’s pledge to the 62 
million Americans of all back-
grounds who voted for him was 
to turn off the federal fund-
ing spigot to cities like New 
York for refusing to end their 
controversial sanctuary city 
policies.  Trump’s message to 
these mayors was clear:  Pro-
tect law-abiding city residents 
from harm by deporting un-
documented individuals con-
victed of serious crimes or 
choose to allow these felons 
to stay and roam the streets 
unimpeded.  Unfortunately, 
and to the detriment of law-
abiding residents, the mayor, 
city comptroller and most of 
the City Council have decided 
in favor of the felons.

In an extraordinary and 
unprecedented move to pre-
vent the federal government 
from learning the identities 
and whereabouts of some of 
these undocumented felons, 
the mayor has threatened to 
destroy the multimillion-dol-
lar, taxpayer-funded NYC ID 
card program database, which 

holds the identities of tens of 
thousands of New Yorkers, 
some of whom may be undocu-
mented criminal aliens.  In the 
weeks ahead, when the fiscal 
calamity hits and the federal 
funds stop flowing, expect to 
be lectured by city leaders who 
will be deflecting responsibil-
ity for their own actions and 
failures. New Yorkers would 
be wise to remain skeptical. 

Trump’s widely reported 
policy agenda and his repeated 
clarion call have been to first 
deport convicted felons who 
are here illegally—not un-
documented individuals and 
families who have no crimi-
nal records. Next, secure the 
borders and only then begin a 
national dialogue on dealing 
fairly with families that have 
been productive, law-abiding 
members of society but are 
here illegally and trapped in 
immigration limbo. Trump’s 
detractors have tried to change 
this narrative by characteriz-
ing him as anti-immigration 
and misstating his position as 
favoring deportation of all un-
documented individuals. 

Many mainstream voters 

believe identifying and deport-
ing undocumented individu-
als convicted of serious crimes 
is not only responsible but an 
essential prerequisite to main-
taining safety on our streets. 
Unfortunately, this worthy 
policy debate and any ratio-
nal discussion of it is simply 
not possible in today’s politi-
cal climate where individuals 
that merely raise the subject 
are accused of racism, bigotry 
and xenophobia, ironically, by 
those preaching loudest for tol-
erance and inclusion.

Stringer announced that 
his office is studying the ef-
fects of a federal funding cur-
tailment on New York.  In a 
city with an insatiable appe-
tite for revenue, we can expect 
to see significant property 
tax, income tax and nuisance 
fee increases.  The new Trump 
administration will surely be 
blamed for this as his detrac-
tors lose no time distorting his 
positions to deflect their own 
blame.  But make no mistake 
about it, the financial crisis 
caused by the loss of federal 
dollars rests squarely on 
the shoulders of city leaders 

whose refusal to budge from 
their ideological adherence to 
an unalterable sanctuary city 
policy has put us all in great 
peril. 

 This “Progressive City-be-
damned” mind set is motivat-
ed by a rigid ideology whose 
unyielding approach to sanc-
tuary city policy dictates that 
no one should be deported, 
under any circumstances, at 
any time—not even dangerous 
criminals — and makes no dis-
tinction between law-abiding 
undocumented individuals 
and those convicted of serious 
crimes. The mayor, the comp-
troller and much of our City 
Council seem all too eager to 
take this risky gamble by re-
fusing to negotiate a sanctu-
ary city policy and plunging 
this city into the financial 
abyss. This gamble will not 
only put our safety at risk but 
will also cause great financial 
harm for which all New York-
ers will have to pay.

Bob Friedrich is President 
of Glen Oaks Village a civic 
leader and former candidate 
for the NYC Council.
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Stop-and-frisk provokes community controversy

Being a sanctuary city has a high cost
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Shoppers hunted for discounts 

throughout the borough during Black 
Friday, which kicked off the start of 
the holiday shopping season. Record 
online sales were projected for the day 
after Thanksgiving, which offers con-
sumers steep markdowns on merchan-
dise, but many Queens businesses did 
not see the long lines and crowds for 
which the day is most well-known.

At the Queens Center mall in 
Elmhurst, tourists and Queens resi-
dents alike took advantage of sizable 
discounts, including 70 percent off 
merchandise in Aeropostale. The Ap-
ple store was so busy shoppers waited 
on line to get in, although the Vince 
Camuto shoe store was empty despite 
50 percent price cuts and Rockport had 
only a few customers despite discounts 
of 40 percent.

Tafiqa from Woodside and her friend 
Sadia from Jackson Heights went on a 
shopping spree, thanks to the price de-
ductions. The two took stock of their 
purchases outside the Aeropostale 
store, surrounded by a dozen shopping 
bags filled with jackets, clothing and 
kitchen appliances.

“We’ve spent about $500 so far and 
we’re still going to give it another hour 
or so,” Tafiqa said. “We’re really giv-
ing the credit cards a workout this 
year, but we’ve found some pretty good 
deals.”

At the Bay Terrace Shopping Cen-
ter, the shopping crush was steady but 
manageable. Employees and shoppers 
credited the popularity of online shop-
ping for the decrease in the number of 
customers visiting stores for the post-
Thanksgiving tradition. One customer 
said she had already taken advantage 
of Black Friday deals throughout the 
previous week. 

 Holiday sales can be a make-or-
break test for retailers, who often rely 
on these purchases to generate at least 
a third of their annual profits. Some 
retailers began offering Black Friday 

discounts as much as a week ahead of 
the actual day online and in stores.

Annette, a manager at the center’s 
American Eagle store, noted that it 
had been a slow morning, without any 
lines outside the store, and the parking 
lot had not been excessively crowded 
when she arrived that morning. She 
was excited about the deals of 40 per-
cent off on everything in the store, 
with sweaters that often go for $60 to 
$90 being sold for $25.

“Through the years, because of on-
line shopping, the trend of going out to 
shop has gone down,” Annette said. “If 
you don’t like lines, you don’t have to 
leave the comfort of your home.”

At College Point Shopping Center, 
things also appeared calm and orga-
nized, with stores like Target, Babies 
R Us, Old Navy and T.J. Maxx having 
short lines and customers saying that 
it felt like just another day. 

“It’s been pretty quiet,” Megan, a 
customer at Old Navy, said. “More so 
than I expected.  It feels like a regular 
day. I’ve never been Black Friday shop-
ping, so this is a great first experience. 
I feel like I lucked out.”

SkyView Center in Flushing was 
busier. At stores like Uniqlo and Nike, 
customer traffic was steady, but not 
overwhelming. 

In-store visits during Black Friday 
remained flat this year in comparison 
to 2015, according to an analysis by 
Forbes Magazine  using retail visit data 
from ShopperTrak. Forbes also report-
ed that shoppers spent $5.27 billion on-
line during the Thanksgiving/Black 
Friday holiday. The news was based on 
figures released by Adobe. The online 
shopping total marked a 17.7 percent 
increase from the year before.

Reporters Patrick Donachie, Gina 
Martinez and Bill Parry contributed to 
this report.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

The Queens Center mall is all dressed up to welcome holiday shoppers. 
Photo by Michael Shain

Black Friday deals 
lure holiday buyers

Flushing Bank. Connecting 
with the community.

Flushing Bank has been helping 
families, businesses and communities 
throughout the New York City metropoli-
tan area for more than 85 years. At the 
heart of our community-based approach 
to banking relationships is the philoso-
phy that we are “Small enough to know 
you. Large enough to help you.”; mean-
ing we offer the same comprehensive set 
of products and services that the large 
commercial banks have, but we take the 
time to know you and provide the per-
sonalized attention you deserve.With the 
recent relocation of the Springfield Bou-
levard Branch down the block to its new 
location at 61-14 Springfield Boulevard, 
Flushing Bank has expanded on the full-
service branch features including a new 
branch design with advanced technol-
ogy such as state-of-the art ATMs. Our staff of Universal Bankers 
can fill a wide range of personal financial needs including retirement 
planning and wealth management; and our Business Specialist pro-
vides business, commercial, and professional banking, lending, and 
cash management solutions. Leading the team at the new location 
is newly appointed Branch Manager, Ling Xu. Ling joined Flushing 
Bank in March of 2015 as Vice President, Branch Manager of the Kis-
sena Branch.As a community bank, we look to connect with exist-

ing and potential customers on 
a local level while adding value 
to their everyday banking expe-
rience.

Providing timely, innovative 
and flexible solutions that meet 
the changing financial needs 
of our customers is of the ut-
most importance to Flushing 
Bank. It requires a team that 
understands their customers’ 
needs and has the skills, knowl-
edge and expertise to help you 
achieve your financial goals.We 
are focused on building and ex-
panding relationships with our 

business and consumer customers. To that end, we offer a prod-
uct suite called Complete Banking that provides customers with the 
complete access and control they want, and expect, to manage their 
accounts on the go. You can bank anywhere, anytime with our mo-
bile banking app, enjoy the convenience of mobile check deposit, 
and more.Visit our new location at 61-14 Springfield Boulevard and 
allow us to show you how we are a different kind of bank – one that 
connects with the community. Be sure to ask about our bonus of-
fers* for new consumer and business checking accounts.

Ling Xu, New Branch Man-
ager at the Flushing Bank 
branch located at 61-14 
Springfield Boulevard

61-14 Springfield Boulevard, Bayside, 
NY 10016 718.631.2200

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

*Speak with a branch representative for details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

on the following purchases  
of beautiful Hunter Douglas 

window fashions* 

�

�

�

�

�

HD
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BY MARK HALLUM

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced a milestone had been 
reached in the LIRR’s Main 
Line Expansion Project, which 
is the next step toward con-
struction of the new rail to re-
duce congestion on the tracks 
while maintaining the quality 
of life for residents along the 
corridor. 

A draft Environmental 
Impact Statement has been re-
leased which identifies the sci-
entific, engineering and socio-
economic effects of the project, 
and the results demonstrate 
how the expansion could im-
prove service and safety for 
both riders and residents.

The LIRR Expansion Proj-
ect will add a third track to 
the 9.8-mile stretch of Main 
Line between Floral Park and 
Hicksville, and eliminate all 
seven street-level crossings 
within the construction zone. 
The project will accomplish 
this goal without having to ac-
quire any residential proper-

ties, while sound walls will be 
built to minimize the impact 
on surrounding homes.

The construction itself is ex-
pected to have relatively little 
impact on neighborhoods with 
satellite parking for workers 
and plans to use existing tracks 
to deliver supplies to work sites. 
This will protect access to busi-
nesses and schools.

“Gov. Cuomo challenged 
us to undertake a project to 
transform the LIRR experi-
ence for both passengers and 
local communities and to do so 
with an unprecedented level of 
community consultation and 
outreach - and that’s exactly 
what we’re doing now,” MTA 
Chairman Thomas Prender-
gast said. “We have gone to ex-
traordinary lengths to listen 
to what the public wants out 
of this project. We will con-
tinue to study the impacts of 
this proposal and take input 
from all stakeholders, includ-
ing neighbors along the tracks 
and Main Line customers 
from across Long Island and 

New York City.”
About 308,000 commuters 

use the LIRR everyday, with an 
estimated 40 percent of them 
taking the Main Line, accord-
ing to the MTA. The proposed 
project would improve service 
for around 500,000 weekly 
passengers after considering 
the other branches passing 
through the Main Line.

“Expanding the Main Line 
is crucial to the future of Long 

Island and its residents,” Cuo-
mo said. “By increasing capac-
ity on one of the LIRR’s busiest 
corridors and eliminating all 
street-level grade crossings, 
this project will result in less 
traffic, less congestion and a 
transportation network that 
meets the needs of current and 
future generations of Long Is-
landers. Today’s action marks 
an important milestone in this 
project’s completion and is an-

other major step forward in 
our efforts to build a brighter 
future for Long Island.”

Station upgrades will in-
clude longer platforms to re-
duce the need to hold trains for 
passengers moving to differ-
ent cars to exit and additional 
parking for the anticipated 
growth in future ridership.

“The grade crossing elimi-
nation options for this project 
were developed in close con-
sultation with local commu-
nities and will end the noise, 
traffic and safety concerns 
that they have been living 
with for years,” DOT Commis-
sioner Matthew Driscoll said. 
“It will lead to a significant 
improvement in quality of life 
for many people.”

Six public hearings will be 
held throughout January and 
will be listed at www.aMod-
ernLI.com.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced a milestone for a Main Line expansion 
project on the LIRR. Flickr

Cuomo announces LIRR expansion milestone
Upgrades to Main Line will reduce congestion, improve service and quality of life for residents

TOY DRIVE
NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 12

Queens Center will conduct a toy drive to help over 20 organizations, in Queens, serving 
families and children in need. Please bring an unwrapped, new toy to the Concierge Desk on 
Level 3 and help us help underprivileged children in our community enjoy the holiday season!

HELP THROUGH HOLIDAY GIVING

ShopQueensCenter.com  
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Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Merna Hagar, Arianna Nieto, 
Anohony Petruso
December 2016
Garden School
Jackson Heights

Although it is a fallow season throughout the 
northeast, the Garden School has cultivated a windfall 
harvest of students of distinction! It is our privilege to 
extol the virtues of a group of students whose compas-
sion and humanity recommended them.

 When Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti in October, 
a trio of caring and spirited juniors sprang to action. 
Arianna Nieto, Anthony Petruso, and Merna Hagar 
knew they had to do something to help the people of 
Haiti. “We were horrifi ed to hear about the devasta-
tion,” says Arianna, “So we formed the World Relief 
Club at Garden School.”

World Relief Club’s mission is to give help when 
natural disasters strike around the world. Currently, 
the club is responding to and helping those impacted 
by Haiti’s Hurricane Matthew by collecting clothing 
items, hygiene products and non-perishable foods. 
World Relief Club reached out via Facebook and set 
up a Gofundme page (www.gofundme.com/Garden-
HelpforHaiti). In addition, the group asked families 
connected to Garden School and local businesses to 
participate. 

To date, the group has raised over $1,000 and 
collected almost 20 30-gallon bags fi lled with clothing, 
cases of non-perishable food, and hygienic products. 

After collecting from the community Arianna states 
that “we reached out and spoke with the Haitian 
Consulate, Mr. Hans Garry Dorlean. He was happy 
and genuinely surprised about our collection. In fact, 
everything we have collected will be received by the 
Consulate this week.”

Headmaster Dr. Richard Marotta enthuses, “Ari-
anna, Anthony, and Merna’s response by forming the 
World Relief Club is an example of what’s possible at 
a school where students feel the security and confi -
dence to act on their own initiative. We are so very 
proud of their efforts.”

The trio are involved in Key Club, a program that 

promotes community service within a students’ area. 
Each of the three has a different cultural background: 
Arianna is Hispanic, Anthony is Italian, and Merna is 
Egyptian. All were born in New York but, being sur-
rounded by every possible background, it is normal for 
them to feel for people of other countries. 

According to James Gaines, Director of Outreach, 
the desire to extend a helping hand to members of 
another country mirrors the community at Garden 
School and Jackson Heights. He says, “Regarding 
our students, everyone feels welcome and that they 
have something to contribute. During their high school 
years, compassion and desire to contribute come up 
naturally. Jackson Heights is one of the three most 
diverse zip codes in the United States. Our school 
refl ects the diverse community. And although families 
are from all over the world, they come together as a 
community here. The world Relief Club is a wonderful 
example.”

Merit Scholarship Winners
For more than twenty years, Garden School has 

offered full tuition Merit Scholarships to outstanding 
middle and high school students. Upwards of 100 stu-
dents sit an annual exam. Around two dozen students 
are selected to receive tuition discount scholarships. 
Additionally, a couple of students receive scholarships 
for their education throughout their attendance at 
Garden School. Asia Chen and Michael O’Sullivan, 
two Queens, fi fth-grade students are this year’s Merit 
Scholarship recipients.

Dr. Richard Marotta explains, “The Merit Program 
allows us to fi nd and support students and families 
who are engaged in their own education and to 
support their success at Garden School. Students, like 
Asia and Michael, who are involved in extra-curricular 
activities, bring that enthusiasm to enrich all of us.”

Asia is from Flushing and attends PS21. She loves 
to write and enjoys performing in her chorus group 
and dance classes, and is learning piano. Asia is 
enthusiastic about Garden School’s musical theater 
and the opportunity to study French.

Michael, who resides in Sunnyside, also enjoys 
writing – especially science fi ction stories – and is 
a voracious reader, and devours a couple of books 
weekly! At PS 166 he enjoys gym and music classes 
most. He looks forward to use of the swimming pool 
and playing on the basketball team.

Clearly these two students will be given ample 
room to bloom at Garden School. We wish Asia and 
Michael continued growth!

877-786-6560  •   myNYCB.com

My
is

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Over 35 Convenient branch locations throughout Queens!

Merna Hagar, Arianna Nieto, Anohony Petruso

Asia Chen                       Michael O’Sullivan
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

A longtime Jackson Heights civic 
leader was honored Nov. 18 when a 
corner on 74th Street was co-named 
“Emma Brandt Way.” 

Brandt was a member of the North 
Queens Homeowners Civic Associa-
tion since 1961 and served as its presi-
dent from 1987 to 1989. She was also a 
member of the Jackson Heights Volun-
teer Ambulance Corps, the Elmhurst 
Hospital Advisory Board, the Jackson 
Heights Beautification Group and the 
Queens American Legion Ladies Aux-
iliary, where she served as a chaplain.

“Devoted service to one’s commu-
nity deserves to be lauded and recog-
nized, and I can think of no better trib-
ute to such an accomplished woman 
than by having the street she called 
home forever bear her name,” City 
Councilman Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) said. “We commemorate her 
service to the Jackson Heights commu-
nity, through this street co-naming.”

Brandt died in November 2015 after 
a brief battle with lung cancer. She was 

78 years old.
“Emma was a real trouper and al-

ways made herself available to all,” 
North Queens Homeowners Civic As-
sociation President Donna Raymond 
said. “Today this community comes 
out to say thank you to Emma for her 
community service. If she were here 
today and walked past her name on 
this corner, she would smile and say 
‘job well done.’”

Brandt was also a member of Com-
munity Board 3 for more than 30 
years.

“From her service on the board 
of Community Board 3 to her tenure 
as president of the North Queens Ho-
meowners Civic Association, to her 
activity in several other local organi-
zations, Emma Brandt dedicated her 
life to Jackson Heights,” state Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “By co-naming this 
street corner after her, we honor that 
work and that dedication to our com-
munity. Emma Brandt will be deeply 
missed, and I am proud to have been 
part of this ceremony.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Judges should have the ability to 
make decisions on bail with the knowl-
edge of how much defendants can af-
ford to pay, according to City Council 
legislation proposed by Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest).

The Mayor’s Office of Criminal 
Justice works with an external service 
provider to offer judges in most crimi-
nal court arraignments information 
about the defendants, including con-
tact information and whether the de-
fendant is a flight risk. 

Lancman’s proposed legislation 
would mandate that the service provid-
er also supply judges with information 
about the amount of bail a defendant 
can reasonably afford. The council-
man said bail amounts of $500 or $1,000 
were often seen as a kind of “standard” 
for criminal defendants without re-

gard to their ability to pay.
“This kind of becomes a default 

minimum, because for the profession-
als in the room, that’s no big deal,” he 
said. “But for the defendants that can 
be a big deal.”

The new regulation stipulates that 
the organization that interviews a de-
fendant prior to arraignment to assess 
the defendant’s risk of flight must also 
determine how much money the defen-
dant could reasonably pay for bail. The 
bill would be effective 90 days after it 
becomes law if it is passed.

Lancman said the only purpose 
of bail was to motivate attendance at 
court proceedings, and that he thought 
bail that individuals were unable to 
pay was by definition “excessive” and 
in violation of the Constitution.

“They’re paying for their poverty 
because they’re sitting in Riker’s and 
can’t afford to get out,” he said.

Elected officials and community leaders celebrate a street co-naming honoring Emma 
Brandt in Jackson Heights. Courtesy Constantinides' office

Lancman pushes bail bill

Emma Brandt honoredDo you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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BY BILL PARRY

In an effort to keep former 
prisoners from returning to 
a life of crime, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo will create the bor-
ough’s first-ever task force to 
help individuals transition 
from incarceration back to 
their communities. 

The new state-supported 
County Re-entry Task Force 
in Queens was announced last 
week to assist more people re-
turning home after serving 
state prison sentences as part 
of a $10 million program pro-
viding job training and other 
services.

“These investments play 
a critical role in ensuring 
those seeking to turn their 
lives around have access to 
the tools and resources needed 
to succeed,” Cuomo said. “Ex-
panding these services will be 
able  to help more at-risk New 
Yorkers break the cycle of re-
cidivism and incarceration, 
helping them to lead more 
productive lives and increas-
ing the safety of our communi-
ties.”

The task force will be co-

chaired by representatives 
from the borough and the state 
Department of Corrections 
and Community Supervision 
and include law enforcement, 
social services and mental 
health professionals, as well 
as victim advocates and sub-
stance abuse treatment pro-
viders. The program, which 

ranges in duration from three 
months up to a year, include 
job placement services as 
well as cognitive behavioral 
intervention and services to 
increase job readiness, includ-
ing transitional employment.

“These programs and ser-
vices have been proven effec-
tive in helping people to have 

the best possible chance to 
break the cycle of recidivism 
and change the course of their 
lives for the better,” Division 
of Criminal Justice Services 
Executive Deputy Commis-
sioner Michael Green said.

During his tenure, Cuomo 
has worked to remove barriers 
faced by people with criminal 

convictions as they seek to 
reintegrate into society, insti-
tuting “fair chance hiring” 
for state agencies. He has also 
implemented uniform anti-
discrimination guidelines in 
assessing candidates for occu-
pational licenses—94 percent 
of qualified applicants with 
criminal convictions have 
successfully obtained state-
issued occupational licenses 
as a result.

“I applaud Gov. Cuomo for 
his visionary leadership in pro-
viding the resources to assist 
offenders along their journey 
to a successful re-entry into 
the community,” Department 
of Corrections and Commu-
nity Supervision Acting Com-
missioner Anthony Annucci 
said. “When an ex-offender 
obtains lawful employment, 
not only is the recidivism rate 
lowered, our communities are 
safer and the tax base for New 
York is raised.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announces a new task force for the borough to help former prisoners resettle in their 
communities.

Boro task force will help former prisoners

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11:30AM - 2:30PM
Join us this Sunday, October 16th our Sunday Brunch

Feature Live Entertainment by the “Gavroche Jazz Band”
 Reservations suggested. $35.95 per person. Kids 1/2 price.

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES WITH US.
Both restaurants are available for private/holiday parties or choose from

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our Bellaire Theatre & Grand Ballroom.

Call 718.269.1717 to inquire.

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

��������	
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The Pavillion Grille Menu
SWEET & SAVORY BEGINNINGS

An array of Assorted Pastries, Danishes, Muffi ns, Bagels, 

and Croissants.  Fresh, made to order Eggs and Omelets, 

any style.  Smoked Salmon, and traditional accompaniments, 

Bacon, Sausage, and Home Style Potatoes.  

Belgium Waffl es with Whipped Cream, Strawberries & 

Syrup Cheese Blintzes and Sliced Fresh Fruit.

ROTATIONAL MEDLEYS
Rotational offerings of the following will be served:

Braised Short Ribs, Country Fried Chicken,

Roasted Eggplant Lasagna.

Served with Mashed Potatoes

and Grilled Vegetables of the Day.

ROTATIONAL 
CARVING STATION
Rotational offerings of the 
following will be served:
Roasted Turkey, Honey Ham,

Roasted Pork, Roast Sirloin,

Steamship of Beef,

or Prime Rib of Beef

with Horseradish Cream

Sauce Petit Rolls.

ASSORTED
SALADS

DESSERTS
Assorted Layer Cakes,

Cookies Brownies, Pastries

Fresh Fruit Pies,

and Whipped Cream

BEVERAGS
Complimentary Mimosa

or Glass of Champagne

Assorted Fruit Juices

Regular and Decaf Coffee

and Hot Tea

Featuring Live Entertainment by the “Gavroche Jazz Band”
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst  |  718.457.6300 Ext. 1193

Adults: $35.95

Kids 6-10 yrs: 1/2 price

Kids 5 years &

under are free
(tax & gratuity not included)

Join Us This Sunday 12/4 at the:
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

In an effort to help Flush-
ing business owners take ad-
vantage of “Forgiving Fines: 
The New York City Amnesty 
Program” before the Dec. 12 
deadline, The Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a “pop up” amnesty 
event on Tueday night on 39-01 
Main St. 

Staff was on hand to assist 
business owners reduce or 
eliminate fines from the city 
who spoke English, Mandarin, 
Spanish, Korean, and Canton-
ese. City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) and Jeff 
Shear, deputy commissioner 
at the city Department of Fi-
nance, attended the event. 

The program is a three-
month effort authorized by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and the 
City Council. The city is for-
giving penalties, interest and 
added fees on violations re-
ceived by home owners and 
business owners from mul-
tiple city agencies, including 

the Sanitation Department, 
Department of Buildings and 
NYPD. The program runs from 
Sept. 12 to Dec. 12 and covers 
unpaid violations that are now 
in judgment. According to the 
Department of Finance, there 
are roughly 1.4 million viola-
tions in judgment.

 Shear said to date, the 
Department of Finance has 
collected $14 million through 
this program and helped New 
Yorkers abate $30 million in 
interest and payments associ-
ated with fines and violations 
owed to the city.

Koo said the program can 
give a break to businesses 
that may be struggling to stay 
afloat. 

“Rising costs have led many 
businesses to view regula-
tory fines and penalties as the 
straws that broke the camel’s 
back,” he said. “The vast ma-
jority of small businesses want 
to comply with the law simply 
so they can live the dream of 
running a successful busi-
ness in the greatest city in the 

world. Problems arise when 
fines from overregulation pile 
up, leaving opportunities for 
businesses to fall behind in 
payments. Forgiveness will 
go a long way for many of the 
well-intentioned small busi-
nesses who are trying to keep 
their businesses afloat.”

According to the Depart-
ment of Finance, the amnesty 
program covers two types of 
violations: those that do not 

require corrective action and 
those that do. Some of the 
more common violations are 
illegal posting of handbills 
or notices, work without a 
permit, improper disposal of 
trash or recyclables and fail-
ure to comply with an order of 
the commissioner. Individu-
als and businesses with judg-
ments containing hearing 
default penalties can have 100 
percent of the penalties as well 

as interest forgiven and those 
who attend hearings and do 
not have default penalties only 
have to pay 75 percent of the 
base fine.

John Choe, executive direc-
tor of the Flushing Chamber, 
said the pop up event was a 
way to make the process easier 
for Flushing business owners. 

“This Forgiving Fines pro-
gram can truly benefit small 
businesses in Flushing and 
goes a long way in helping 
them recover from a financial 
setback due to fines and viola-
tions,” he said. “Hosting an 
assistance day within Flush-
ing is important because the 
chamber can offer direct sup-
port to local businesses in the 
district to address these vio-
lations immediately and also 
overcome language barriers, 
with bilingual staff on-site to 
help,”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

The Greater Flushing Chamber of Commerce hosts the first pop up am-
nesty day  Photo courtesy of twitter

Flushing hosts pop-up amnesty day for fi nes
Chamber event helps business owners take advantage of city’s forgiveness program

Garden School
Cultivating Success in Every Child

33-16 79th Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: (718) 335-6363 | www.gardenschool.org

Realistic Alternative to Manhattan Schools 
Near Public Transportation/ Private Bus Available

Nursery to Grade 12, Independent, College Prep School

Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam
Saturday, December 5th 9:00 am
• Merit Scholarship Exam for Grades 5 -10,  preregister by 12/02/15 

• Merit award recipients receive 25 -100% tuition discounts

• Open House for Nursery to Grade 12 

Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam
Saturday, December 10th   9:00 am
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Black Friday still brings in the shoppers

A customer considers a sweater at the American Eagle store in the Bay Terrace Shopping Center, 
where lines had been “long, but moving fast.”  Photo by Patrick Donachie

Basilio DeSimone (in Santa hat) of Ozone Park has some strong ideas 
about what should go on this year's Christmas tree while shopping 
with dad Carmine and mom Mary at the Chrismas Store on Atlantic 
Avenue.  Photo by Michael Shain

The longest line in Queens Center—except for the ladies room—seemed to be the one out-
side Hollister, the clothing store, where a mall cop kept order.  Photo by Michael Shain

Round and round it goes at Garage, a clothing store in the 
Queens Center Mall, where customers gave the wheel a spin 
to determine how much of a discount they could get. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

At the Queens Center Mall, this kid outside a cos-
metics store looks like he's had enough Black 
Friday for the year. Photo by Michael Shain

"The Santa stuff was nestled all snug in their beds  . . ." in the Woodhaven Christmas Store. 
Photo by Michael Shain

The owner of Karma Boutique on Bell Boulevard in Bayside, Margaret Ioannou, 
had a good Small Business Saturday this year, reminding customers that small 
businesses are the backbone of communities.  Photo by Patrick Donachie
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THE NYC 
AMNESTY 
PROGRAM

NEW YORK CITY is reducing penalties and interest for 
many violations* issued by the Department of Sanitation, 
Department of Buildings, and other City agencies for a 
one-time 90-day period.

To take advantage of this opportunity to reduce the amount 
you owe the City, visit nyc.gov/forgivingfines

NYC Amnesty Program for Department of Buildings and Sanitation violations*

More Information
nyc.gov/forgivingfines

Amnesty Period
September 12, 2016 

to December 12, 2016

*Violations must be in judgment. This means the City has taken the legalstep of filing a public 

record of your liability in court for the entire amount due. After the court filing, interest accrues. 

The NYC Amnesty Program excludes criminal violations and violations over $25,000. Other 

limitations, exclusions and eligibility requirements apply.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
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LIU 
Jacket # 589854

tions and corridors with high rates of 
pedestrian injuries and fatal crashes 
during key dusk and darkness hours. 
The NYPD has also launched Traf-
ficStat, an online database which will 
provide collision and crash data from 
around the city, accessible at traf-
ficstat.nypdonline.org/ which will be 
updated each Tuesday.

The online data was welcomed by 
Paul Steely White, the executive direc-
tor of Transportation Alternatives, but 
after the deaths on Queens’ streets of 
8-month-old Navraj Raju, 13-year-old 
Jazmine Marin, and a still unidenti-
fied man who was struck and killed 
in Corona Nov. 4  , he said much more 
needs to be done.

“While the November drop in traf-
fic deaths cited in today’s  press confer-
ence is encouraging, the overall trend 
this year has been anything but, with 

increases in hit-and-runs and pedestri-
an and cyclist fatalities,” Steely White 
said. “These fatalities, we hasten to 
add, are not on the rise because people 
are texting while walking and bik-
ing. In fact, most pedestrian and bike 
deaths are caused by reckless driving, 
on streets that are dangerously de-
signed to encourage speeding.”

The safe streets advocate called for 
the mayor to invest in the redesign of 
hundreds of streets and intersections 
identified as “Vision Zero Priority Lo-
cations” nearly two years ago. 

“Instead of brief enforcement blitz-
es followed by a return to business as 
usual, however, we need a sustained ef-
fort that focuses on these deadly driver 
behaviors all year long, across the pre-
cincts, to save lives in every commu-
nity,” Steely White said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

equate support that leaves too many 
behind.”

The proposal will increase the 
state’s rental subsides to match 
current rental rates, which will be 
cheaper than the funding per family 
in shelters. The majority of families 
on government assistance before 1975 
had their rent paid in full, according 
to the coalition advocating for HSS. 
But a decrease in state and federal 
housing funds has culminated in ris-
ing rental rates to put families at risk 
for losing their homes.

“In one of the wealthiest cities in 
the world, it is absolutely inexcus-
able, intolerable, and indefensible 
that there are increasing numbers 
of children, families, and individu-
als who are struggling to find basic 
shelter,” Grodenchik said. “Assembly 
member Hevesi’s Home Stability Sup-
port program would be a significant 
step forward in reversing the trend. 
I am happy to announce that the ma-
jority of the New York City Council 
backs this proposal, and I am hope-
ful that the Governor will consider 
implementing it as soon as possible.”

The coalition determined the plan 
has the potential to save money as 
an alternative to homeless shelters. 
HSS could cost $11,224 per year for 
a household of three, whereas the 
city spends about $38,460 annually 

to house a family with children in a 
shelter, saving taxpayers $27,236 per 
family a year.

“Our city has long been a leader 
in finding creative solutions to the 
greatest challenges we as a society 
face,” Hevesi said. “The growing 
homeless crisis is no different. Home 
Stability Support has the potential 
to keep thousands of New Yorkers in 
their own homes in a way that’s both 
fiscally and socially-responsible.”

The program has the potential to 
save as much as $251 million a year 
on other services, such as law en-
forcement, housing court and shel-
ters for runaway youth by preventing 
roughly 5,000 evictions in the city 
alone, according to the coalition.

“We need to tap into federal re-
sources that are available to help 
keep people in their homes and fund 
necessary homeless resources and 
all of this can be done while saving 
millions of dollars in state and city 
funding,” Richards said. “For those 
marching against homeless shelters 
in their neighborhoods, this is a real 
solution, so we ask you to march for 
this plan.”

A report last week from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development estimated the homeless 
population in New York City to be at 
about 73,523 people. 

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

cent reported the number of clients 
increased greatly. The survey revealed 
that the pantries are under funded 
and underemployed, with 72 percent 
of agencies claiming they could ben-
efit from having additional funding to 
buy and distribute more food.  In addi-
tion,  52 percent of the responding food 
pantries wanted additional resources 
to build partnerships and collaborate 
with other community organizations 
for referrals or joint programming. 

Berg hopes that the federal govern-
ment makes the necessary changes to 
fight the hunger epidemic. He called on 
President-elect Donald Trump 

to create jobs, raise wages, and bolster 
the federal food safety net. 

He also urged Trump to stop House 
Speaker Paul Ryan’s plans to slash the 
Food Stamp program in order to pay 
for more tax cuts. 

“The soaring hunger levels in New 
York and throughout our country 
harm health, hamper education, trap 
families in poverty, fuel obesity, evis-
cerate hope, and thus drag down our 
entire economy and place our national 
security at risk,” Berg said. “Hunger 
harms us all. But ending hunger lifts 
us all. We must build a grass roots 
movement and force our political sys-
tem to enact the economic policies and 
social programs necessary to end U.S. 
hunger once and for all.”

Continued from Page 4 

Hunger

Continued from Page 4 

HSS

Continued from Page 4 

Vision Zero

APPLY AND ENROLL FOR SPRING 2017 
DURING EXPRESS DECISION WEEK

December 5 to 10, 2016

Undergraduate Open House
Pharm.D. Information Session and Wet Lab Tour

B.S. in Nursing Information Session and Sim Lab Tour

RSVP at liu.edu/Brooklyn/yes or 718.488.1011

Join us on Saturday,  
Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. for:

A Nov. 4 hit-and-run death of a man in Corona remains unsolved as Mayor Bill de Blasio re-
news his commitment to Vision Zero. Photo by Bill Parry

“Most of the comments received 
offered little specific feedback on 
the draft plan and, in many cases, it 
seemed that the commenter was unfa-
miliar with the management actions 
described in the plan or misunder-
stood how it would actually be imple-
mented,” a DEC response said. 

The management plan was revised 
in 2015 to minimize numbers down-
state, prevent expansion of the species 
into new areas whether naturally or 
through catch and release or escape 
to provide relief to communities and 
property owners in conflict with the 
birds, and to offer permits to communi-
ty organizations that wish to manage 
the swan population in their area. 

.

Continued from Page 5 

Mute Swans
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Visits with Santa & His Elf:
Saturday, December 3, 2016
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Saturday, December 10, 2016
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Saturday, December 17, 2016
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Horse & Buggy Rides:
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Menorah Lighting:
Sunday, December 25, 2016

10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm

10:00 am – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

6:00 pm
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/02/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT  

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/02/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Borough President Melinda Katz sings with “The Fabulous 
Fezziwigs,” a holiday carolers group that favors Victorian 
dress, at the  Holiday Lighting celebration on 46th Street 
sponsored by the Sunnyside Shines Business Improvement 
District.  Courtesy of Borough President’s Office

Paul Daniels, owner of the new Chick-fil-A at Queens Center 
Mall, donates the Book House and books to PS 206 in Rego 
Park as part of a take-one-leave-one program. (l-r) Taryn 
and Paul Daniels and Joan Thomas, principal of PS 206.  

Courtesy of Chick-fil-A 

Our own Rod Ivey (with former City Comptroller John Liu) 
is honored at Terrace on the Park by the Make the Grade 
Foundation for his work founding Defend Your Dream, Inc. 
which sponsors the popular Royal Skills Clinic in southeast 
Queens.  Photo by Lem Peterkin

A couple of lucky dogs pose happily with cops from the 
112th Precinct in Forest Hills after being found dodging traf-
fic on the Grand Central Parkway last week. An officer in the 
precinct has decided to adopt both of them. Take that Mr. 
Scrooge! Twitter

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic makes good on the losing end 
of her bet with California Assemblyman David Chiu on 
October's Wild Card game between the Mets and the San 
Francisco Giants: tweeting out this photo of her wearing 
Giants gear outside Citi Field. Wait'll next year.  Twitter

State Sen. Jose Peralta tweets out this photo of him-
self pushing a new slogan encouraging passage of his bill 
to make organ donation easier in the state.  

Courtesy of State Sen. Peralta

Queens Assistant DA Carolynn Fitzgerald (c) is the 25th win-
ner of the Hal Miller Weinstein Memorial Award, named for Hal 
Miller Weinstein, an ADA killed in a car accident during his first 
year as a prosecutor. It is given to the first-year prosecutor 
who shows the most promise.  Courtesy of Queens DA
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BY BILL PARRY

The timely processing of rape kits 
will now be mandated in New York 
state after Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed 
legislation into law Monday. The bill, 
sponsored by Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) after she re-
ceived reports of hundreds of untested 
rape kits in jurisdictions throughout 
the state, passed unanimously in the 
state Assembly and Senate in June.

“I thank Gov. Andrew Cuomo for 
signing this important law to mandate 
the speedy processing of rape kits,” 
Simotas said. “When rape kits are 
backlogged, it’s like a disease infect-
ing the criminal justice system. But 
now this new law will be the vaccine 
that prevents a future plague of unpro-
cessed rape kits.”

Under the new law, a rape kit must 
be sent to a lab for DNA testing within 
10 days from when a law enforcement 
agency received it, and testing must 
be completed and the results must be 
reported back within 90 days. The law 
also mandates that all unprocessed 
rape kits must be inventoried and test-
ed.

“New York state needs this law to 
bring justice on behalf of rape survi-
vors, to ensure prosecution and pun-
ishment for the guilty, and exoneration 
for the innocent,” Simotas said. Her 
legislation was one of 62 bills that were 
approved by Cuomo Monday.

A bill sponsored by state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) that 
will increase protections for Jamaica 
Bay and a measure by Assemblyman 
Michael DenDekker (D-East Elmhurst) 
which allows New York state to better 
enforce the existing window tinting 
regulations in cars were also signed 
into law.

But Cuomo also killed 72 other bills 
for a variety of reason, including costs, 
unintended consequences and violat-

ing the state Constitution.
Assemblyman Francisco Moya (D-

Jackson Heights) criticized Cuomo’s 
veto of his Farm-to-Food bill, legisla-
tion that would have removed some 
of the barriers farmers face donating 
food. 

 New York farmers donated 12 mil-
lion pounds to food banks in 2015, but 
the costs of labor and transportation 
restrict them from doing more. Moya’s 
bill would have offset some of the as-
sociated costs, allowing farmers to 
donate more food and not let it go to 
waste. A tax credit of 25 percent of the 
wholesale cost of the donations, up to 
$5,000 per year for each farmer, would 
have been recouped under the legisla-
tion that was passed unanimously.

“Just in time for the holidays, the 
season when we should be thinking 
of giving and the well-being of oth-
ers, Gov. Cuomo has vetoed a bill that 
would help feed those in need,” Moya 
said. “The Farm-to-Food bill was an op-
portunity to help our farmers fill our 
pantries and food banks so no family 
that has fallen on hard times is forced 
to make hard choices when putting 
food on the table. Feeding the hungry 
shouldn’t just be something we do a 
couple of times a year for the holidays, 
it should be a continued effort.”

Cuomo wrote in his veto message 
that the bill suffers from the same flaws 
it did in 2015 when he also declined to 
approve it, contending that the credit 
would duplicate existing tax benefits 
for charitable food donations and “it is 
nearly impossible to establish an accu-
rate value for donated food.” He wrote 
that it is extremely difficult to estab-
lish such a price when the age, quality 
and quantity of donated food varies 
wildly.

Moya vowed to reintroduce the bill 
in the next legislative session.

“Hopefully, next year we can final-
ly do right by New York’s hungry,” he 
said.

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas applauds Gov. Cuomo for signing her rape kit legislation 
into law.

Gov signs Simotas’
rape kit legislation

Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

January 20, 2017!
Deadline Jan. 13, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice:
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”) 
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”) 

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends:  
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call:  

Linda Lindenauer 
(718) 260-4521

Email:  
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Jan. 13, 2017

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, January 26th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow
Christine Colligan

Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy
Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly
John Liu

Monica Loja
Richard Mazda
Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar
Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano
Malina Shah

Aravella Simotas
Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton
Orlando Tabon
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

 A 58-year-old Kew Gardens 
attorney has been sentenced 
to two years  in jail for taking 
part in sex acts with two un-
derage girls in exchange for 
money at his home where he 
maintains his law office, the 
Queens DA said.

Eval Katzman was con-
victed in July of a criminal 
act,  patronizing a prostitute 
and endangering the welfare 
of a child, DA Richard Brown 
said.

Queens Supreme Court Jus-
tice Barry Schwartz sentenced 
the defendant to two years in 
jail on Nov. 23.

Trial testimony disclosed 
that the first 16-year-old girl 
victim went to Katzman’s resi-
dence three times between 
September 2012 and October 
2012 On the first occasion the 
female victim was brought to 
his home by another teenage 
victim who she knew from 
John Adams High School and 
who performed oral sex on 
Katzman  while he touched the 
16-year-old victim’s breast, the 
DA said.

Katzman paid both girls a 
sum of money,

 On the second and third oc-
casions, the 16-year-old victim 
went to Katzman’s residence 
where he performed oral sex 
on her in exchange for be-
tween $100 and  $200 in cash, 
prosecutors said.

In trial testimony, it was 
disclosed that the second 
16-year-old female victim, also 
a John Adams schoolmate, 
was brought to Katzman’s 
residence by the same female 
student who brought the first 

victim  to his home. Between 
Oct.1, 2012 and Nov. 30, 2012, 
according to trial testimony, 
the second female victim per-
formed oral sex on Katzman 
while he performed on her and 
the female student watched. 
Katzman paid $60 in cash to 
the female victim and $20 in 
cash to the other girl for intro-
ducing the victim to him.

 “The defendant - an officer 
of the court - is now a convict-
ed criminal who has proven 
himself to be a sex predator,’” 
said Brown.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A Queens jury has found 
a 57-year-old man guilty of 
murder in the slaying of a 
man who was shot in the head 
as he drove a car along Grand 
Central Parkway more than 
25 years ago. 

  Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown identified the 
defendant as Kevin Smith of 
1324 Lexington Ave. in Man-
hattan.

 After a weeklong trial,  
a jury found Smith guilty of 
second-degree murder.

Supreme Court Justice 
Gregory Lesak set sentenc-
ing for Jan.18, when Smith 
faces  up to 25 years to life in 
prison.

 “The defendant — with 
cold-hearted precision —  
fired a single shot into the 
back of the victim’s head, 
then jumped out of the car to 
fire several more standing 
beside the driver’s door,” said 
Brown.

According to testimony at 

the trial, the defendant sat in 
the back seat of a Dodge sta-
tion wagon being driven by 
the victim, Frank Sestak,45.

  A third man, David Ham-
merstone, 47, sat in the front 
passenger seat.

  Shortly after pulling over  
onto on westbound shoulder 
of the Grand Central Park-
way near 68th Avenue,  the 
defendant fired a revolver 
into the car, striking Sestak 
in the neck, head and shoul-
der.

 Brown said that accord-
ing to trial records, Hammer-
stone also shot the victim and 
in October he pleaded  guilty 
to first-degree manslaughter 
and faces up to 12 years in 
prison when sentenced Dec.1.

A Kew Gardens lawyer is sentenced to two years in jail in a sex-abuse 
case involving teenage girls. 

Smith found guilty
in 25-yr-old killing

Attorney sentenced for abuse

To purchase tickets please fill in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends:  
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call:  

Linda Lindenauer 
(718) 260-4521

Email:  
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains

Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin

Ricardi Calixte

Josefa Castro

Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow

Christine Colligan

Grigore Culian

Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malina Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton

Orlando Tabon

Weigh in on the issues that 
matter to Queens by writing 
a letter to the editor. Send 
your opinions or comments 

to  timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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BY MARK HALLUM

A retired FDNY firefighter 
is advancing his business to 
the next level after develop-
ing a chess learning system 25 
years ago. QuickChess is now 
moving into the Digital Age 
where potential enthusiasts 
can learn the game quickly. 
They are doing so with the 
assistance of Women’s World 
Chess Cup winner Susan Pol-
gar.

Joe Miccio, the inventor 
of QuickChess, served for 33 
years with New York’s Brav-
est at Ladder 127 in Jamaica 
and Engine 295 in Whitestone. 
He recently launched a Kick-
starter campaign to help fund 
the company’s transition from 
producing a physical board 
game into offering an online 
platform on which both begin-
ners and experienced players 
can improve their prowess at 
the game.

Touting a learning system 
that only takes 10 minutes to 
master, QuickChess has won 
awards for its ability to help 

players grow, according to the 
company’s Kickstarter page.

“Chess is an intellectually 
stimulating game and promotes 

cognitive growth, studies have 
shown,” said Miccio. “We’ve 
sold hundreds of thousands of 
QuickChess board games glob-

ally, and our coming interac-
tive edition—coupled with the 
World Chess Championship 
being held in New York—will 
stimulate a new generation of 
children and young or even 
older adults to embrace this 
centuries-old game.”

In addition to receiving 
free copies of the board game,  
contributors to the Quick-
Chess crowdfunding page will 
be first in line for the online 
edition, which will be down-
loadable as an app. High-level 
supporters will also have the 
chance to get coaching over 
Skype or in person from ex-
perts such as Polgar.

Kickstarter contributors 
may also have the opportunity 
to take on the inventor him-
self.

“In an era when parents 
worry about kids spending 
so much time frivolously on-
line, we are trying to spotlight 
chess as an intelligent alter-
native that is actually easy to 
learn through QuickChess,” 
he added.

The campaign’s goal is to 

reach about $55,000 in funding 
before launching its online 
format.

“Chess is the world’s most 
popular board game, challeng-
ing minds for an estimated 
1,500 years. I expect [Quick-
Chess] will result in a surge 
of new people interested in 
learning to play this beauti-
ful game,” said Grandmaster 
Polgar. “Playing chess has 
countless benefits. It teaches 
discipline, it improves concen-
tration, it develops problem-
solving and decision-making 
skills. QuickChess is a quick 
and easy entrance into a chal-
lenging game, especially for 
kids.”

The QuickChess kickstart-
er campaign, which launched 
Nov. 15, already has taken in 
about $7,000 in contributions.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of 
the national organization that 
empowers and supports women 
in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —   BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 

Contact chapter president Martin 
Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-
8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long 
Island Networking Group —  This 
unique business networking group 
discusses today’s challenges and 
helps form alliances.  Relationships 
are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer 
with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefi ts the Ronald 
McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of 
Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New 
Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

The Parker Jewish Institute is 
holding the 2016 Parker Gala on 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, at the Starlight 
Roof of the Waldorf Astoria at 301 
Park Ave. in Manhattan.

Proceeds from the gala, which 
is being co-chaired by Barbara 
Kurshan Coleman and Frances 
R. Katz, will benefi t the institute, 
which was founded in 1907 as a 
shelter for homeless elderly. In 
the years since, Parker Jewish 
Institute, at 271-11 76th Ave. in New 
Hyde Park, has made a name for 
itself as one of New York’s most 
active post-acute care/sub-acute 
care centers for older adults 
and has also evolved into an 
internationally recognized center 
of health care and rehabilitation.

Serving more than 7,000 adults 
per year, Parker’s specialized 
rehabilitation programs assist 
patients recovering from surgical 
procedures, stroke, amputation, 
injuries and illness. The 527-bed, 
not-for-profi t institution offers 

long-term care with skilled 
nursing, comprehensive on-site 
medical services and top-quality 
therapeutic rehabilitation.

Parker’s community health 
programs include social adult 
day care, a home health care 
program, hospice/palliative 
care programs and medical 
house calls. These programs are 
intended to help adults avoid 
institutionaliztion and remain 
where want to be—in the comfort 
of their own homes.

The gala gets under way 
at 6 p.m., and will feature a 
performance by country music 
performer Adley Stump.

Gala ticket prices begin at 
$725, and all but $230 of each 
contribution is tax-deductible. 
For more information, please 
call the Parker Jewish Institute 
Development Department at 
(718) 289-2143 or email gala@
parkerinstitute.org.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Joe Miccio, a retired firefighter and the inventor of QuickChess.

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Chess innovator makes his move
Former FDNY fi refi ghter devises a way to help players at every level improve their game 
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LATE

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY STEVE BARNES

Presenting a diverse range 
of performances and cul-
tural opportunities has been 
the mission of the Flushing 
Council on Culture and the 
Arts ever since it was found-

ed in 1979. With Flushing 
Town Hall as its home, the 
organization has celebrated 
the borough’s deep roots in 
jazz, while always expanding 
its boundaries to include the 
many cultures that Queens 
now calls home.

This holiday season, 
FCCA is playing host to path-
breaking musical perform-
ers, culinary adventures and 
lessons in Queens’ architec-
tural history. From a string 
quartet that shows off a dash 
of rock ’n’ roll flair to an eve-
ning spent in what is being 
termed a “cheese-lover’s par-
adise,” the organization is 
giving audiences the chance 
to venture into new territo-

ries while never straying too 
far from home.

The month’s offerings kick 
off Friday night at 7:30 p.m. 
with a concert by Brooklyn 
Rider, a group that has been 
called “the future of chamber 
music” by Strings Magazine. 
Having performed in settings 
that include the Jacob’s Pil-
low Dance Festival in Becket, 
Mass., Carnegie Hall and in 
the recording studio along-

side such performers as mez-
zo-soprano Anne Sofie von 
Otter and Iranian kaman-
cheh (a bowed string instru-
ment that looks like a cross 
between a banjo and a violin) 
player Kayhan Kalhor, these 
guys are far from the stan-
dard definition of a string 
quartet. Appearing as part of 
the Five Boroughs Music Fes-
tival, they’ll be playing from 

Continued on Page 44
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Varied cultural events fi ll this year’s 
holiday schedule at Flushing Town Hall

Brooklyn Rider will bring the sounds of a cutting-edge string quarter to the Flushing Town Hall stage. Photo by Erin Baiano
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Cabaret — Parkside Players is staging the 
Kander and Ebb musical about the exploits 
of American singer Sally Bowles in Weimar 
Berlin.
When: Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2-3 at 8 pm
Where: Parkside Players, Grace Lutheran 
Church, 103-15 Union Turnpike (at the corner 
of 71st Road and Union Turnpike), Forest Hills
Cost: Adults, $20; seniors, $18
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: parksideplayers.com

Jesus Christ Superstar — From its 
beginnings as a rock-opera concept album, 
“Jesus Christ Superstar,” with music by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Tim 
Rice, became a hit Broadway musical. Based 
on the Gospels’ accounts of the last week 
of Jesus’s life, its story begins with the 
preparation for the arrival of Jesus and his 
disciples in Jerusalem and ends with the 
crucifi xion. This version is being presented 
by the World Voice Ensemble.
When: Friday, Dec. 2 at 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.theworldvoiceensemble.com

Thalia Hispanic Theatre — Colombian 
Dance Company Cali Salsa Pal’ Mundo is 

performing in “The History of Salsa.” This 
show explores the history of a genre that for 
decades has been embraced throughout the 
world and continues to enchant audiences 
with its rhythms and dance moves. 
When: Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2-3 and 9-10 
at 8 pm; Sunday, Dec. 4 and 11, 4pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic Theater, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Karinne Keithley Syers - A Tunnel Year 
— “A Tunnel Year” is a three-part book with 
a play at its center, built from a few years’ 
worth of interrupted thoughts crammed into 
one-line scenes voiced by animals. For The 
Chocolate Factory, the book will be installed 
into the room and will be performed as 
a live radio play. With gallery hours, the 
entire piece can be experienced privately or 
attended as group experience.
When: Saturday, Dec. 3 at 7 pm and 9 pm. 
The installation will be on view Dec. 3 from 6 
pm-10 pm and Dec. 4, 8 and 11 from 12 pm-5 
pm
Where: 5-49 49th Avenue, Long Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.chocolatefactorytheater.org

Answers in Sports

Mr. Taylor proves 
himself the greatest   
choreographer alive.
  - The New York Times
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

When we stumbled 
upon Slide BBQ, tucked 
away in the depths of 
residential Maspeth, we 
wondered how come it 
slid under our radar for 
almost two years. No 
buzz in the foodie com-
munity. No tips from our 
barbecue fanatic friends. 
Nada. We set out to find 
out why.

Slide BBQ has the 
look and feel of the cur-
rent crop of gastropub/
sports bars. Dark, re-
purposed-looking wood, 
ochre tin ceiling, two 
large TVs tuned to the 
game and a bar running 
the length of the space 
define the feel of this es-
tablishment. Their web-
site makes a big deal of 
explaining that real bar-
becue involves long slow 
smoking (as opposed to 
grilling), and that they 
are the real deal.

They also boast that 

“…what separates slide 
BBQ from other BBQ es-
tablishments is that we 
also specialize in gour-
met sliders that were 
developed by Madison 
Cowan who is a British-
American chef, best 
known as the first ever 
Grand Champion of Food 
Network’s ‘Chopped’ and 
of Food Network’s ‘Iron 
Chef America.’”

We stuck to the two 
menu categories that 
are emblematic of Slider 
BBQ’s culinary identity: 
the sliders and the bar-
becue platters. Although 
not really designed as 
starters, we decided to 
dive into the sliders first. 
They come as triplets, 
and you cannot mix and 
match, so we had to or-
der three separate sets to 
sample three types.

We waited intermi-
nably, beers in hand, 
without benefit of pea-
nuts or chips, until our A selection of sliders from Slide Bar-B-Q Photo by Suzanne Parker

How Maspeth BBQ joint stayed under the radar
Slide gets the look and vibe right, but tends to lose its way when it comes to the details

Continued on Page 45

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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BY MERLE EXIT

Multidisciplinary music 
ensemble CreArtBox, which is 
based in Sunnyside, will bring 
a powerful combination of var-
ious art forms to the Queens 
Theatre Saturday night.

“Visuality,” directed by 
CreArtBox’s Guillermo Lapor-
ta and Josefina Urraca, em-
ploys cutting-edge technology 
to enhance a repertoire that 
includes works by such clas-
sical composers as Beethoven 
and Claude Debussy, as well as 
new compositions. The audi-
ence can expect experiments 
with light and sound from 
painters, sculptors, choreog-
raphers, dancers, writers and 
more.

 “Queens Theatre is per-
fect for our production,” said 
Laporta. “The core of the show 
is classical music that we will 
combine with contemporary 
music and visual art.  For in-
stance, as our closing piece. 
‘Eclipse,’ we have Spanish 
composer Marcos Fernandez, 
who was inspired by the mu-
sic of Mike Oldfield’s Tubular 
Bells combined with video 

inspired by DJ Amon Tobin’s 
visual projections.  There will 
be 100 cubes each with a video-
mapping projection.”

That kind of 3D video map-
ping lets Visuality create a 
kind of intensified reality, 
enhancing the space in which 
the show is presented. CreArt-
Box has long been known for 
merging classical music with 
groundbreaking technology, 
transforming the traditional 
concert stage into a multime-
dia canvas. Since the ensem-
ble’s beginnings in Spain, they 
have performed at an array of 
notable venues and festivals in 
both their home country and 
the United States.

The pieces being performed 
this weekend bring CreArt-
Box’s innovative approach into 
clear focus. “Sleepers Awake” 
combines original choreogra-
phy and Joshua Penman’s mu-
sic in a work inspired by the 
human figures in a painting 
by Toby Heifetz, also entitled 
“Sleepers Awake.” Its fusion 
of dance, music and painting 
conveys a sense of levitation, 
playing subtle games with the 
viewer’s perceptions.

“Excess,” with original 
music by Sebastian Currier, 
brings together music, the-
ater, dance, acrobatics and 
video mapping to explore the 
culture of “too much” in to-
day’s world, and how people 
react to this constant sensory 
overload. 

“Coming Together” brings 
a somber event from Ameri-
ca’s past into view. Written by 

American composer Frederic 
Rzewski, it is based on a letter 
Samuel Joseph Melville wrote 
from prison in Attica in New 
York a few months before he 
was executed in 1971 during 
the riots in which 1,000 prison-
ers rebelled and took control 
of the prison to demand better 
living conditions.

Other pieces to be peformed 
in Saturday’s program include 

“Northumbrian,” a piece by 
Paul Moravec that addresses 
Celtic culture and makes use 
of the bagpipes known as Nor-
thumbrian pipes. There’s also 
“Piano Trio,” in which Ma-
rissa Maislen’s choreography 
joins forces with Claude De-
bussy’s, Piano Trio in G Major 
to transport the viewer into a 
world of dreams.  

And in what is described as 
“a round trip journey from vi-
sual art to music,” the ensem-
ble’s “Percussion Interlude” 
takes the music of Jacob Ter 
Veldhuis, inspired by the mo-
bile sculptures of Naom Ben-
Jakov, and gives it a high-tech 
visual interpetation through 
the video creations of Guiller-
mo Laporta.

Each of these works is 
meant to be an example of 
 CreArtBox’s unique artistic 
goal of letting each element of 
a work develop its own inde-
pendent aesthetic while also 
creating a unified and chal-
lenging environment for the 
spectator.

More information about Vi-
suality can be found on www.
visuality.nyc.

"Visuality" brings together music, choreography, sculpture and video 
installations. Courtesy CreArtBox

Visuality gives music a brand new look

PRIVATE ROOMS: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 +tax p/p
(50 Person Minimum) 

Thursday: $65.00 +tax p/p ( 50 Person Minimum) 
Friday & Saturday: $75.00 +tax p/p (100 Person Minimum) 

Sunday: $75.00 +tax p/p (50 Person Minimum) 

FOR THOSE SMALLER COMPANIES THAT CAN NOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, 
WE CAN OFFER A SEMI PRIVATE AREA IN OUR MAIN BALLROOM (With other groups of guests) 

D.J. INCLUDED 

DECEMBER 9th & DECEMBER 14th ONLY $60.00 +tax p/p (10 Person Minimum)

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW 
& YOUR TICKET AT OUR NEW YEAR’S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 

p/p

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

718-224-8787 * www.thedouglastonmanor.com 
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD. * DOUGLASTON * N.Y * 11363

PR
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FILM

20th Century Women — 
Director Mike Mills will appear 
to present his fi lm “20th 
Century Women,” which has 
already snagged Independent 
Spirit Award nominations for 

Mills (Best Screenplay) and 
Annette Bening (Best Actress). 
According to The Hollywood 
Reporter it “assembles 
exquisitely observed moments 
that coalesce into a portrait 
of how our lives are shaped 
by those closest to us and by 
cultural touchstones.”

When: Sunday, December 
4, 3 pm 
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $20 ($15 for members 
at the Film Lover and MoMI 
Kids Premium levels / free 
for Silver Screen and above). 
Contact: (718) 777-6820
Website: movingimage.us
  

EVENTS

A Taste of Rockaway Beach 
— Rockaway Beach’s tastiest 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 44

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 2-8, 2016

By Ed Canty

Trifecta
Across
1. "Graphic" opening
5. Air Force One VIP
9. No longer sick
14. Juicy tidbit?
15.  Baker-Charlie 

precursor
16.  Greek market 

of old
17.  1979 nuclear 

accident site
20. Northern forests
21. Dancing siblings
22.  "The Heartland 

Province"
25. Small batteries
26. Swim stroke
28.  One teaspoon, 

maybe
32. Arctic covering
37. Contradict
38.  "As Phony as a 

_______"
41. Booker of Newark
42. Spray cans
43. R.N.'s habitat
44. No longer cool
46. Bacon feature
47. Airport areas
53.  Data gatherers, 

for short
58. Actress Shirley
59.  Basketball 

violation
62. Fast breaker?
63.  Having all your 

marbles
64. Are you ___ out?
65. Gold of "Benson"
66. Bird house?
67. E-mailer's option

Down
1. "Likewise"
2. "___ Frome"
3. Like some raises
4. Alpha's opposite
5.  Cooking spray 

brand
6.  Credit for driving 

people home?
7.  Ex-governor 

Grasso
8. School board?
9. Spanish houses
10.  Good fruit with 

a bad name?
11. Arena sound
12. Crossword bird
13. Hires competition
18.  Ring bearer, 

maybe
19.  Emphatic type: 

Abbr.

23. Applied frosting
24.  After-dinner 

sandwich?
27. Book of maps
28. Ball girls?
29.  A hodgepodge 

Collection
30.  Place for a 

catnap?
31. Slender fish
32.  "The Seven  

Year ___"
33. Ah follower
34. Acts human?
35.  Fall through the 

cracks?
36. "Yo!"
37.  Pal, rapper-

style
39. "___ we forget"
40. "Code" lead-in

44.  Bridge 
declaration

45.  Give one's 
word

46. Afire
48. Alert color?
49.  Yankee great 

Roger
50.  Carry ___  

(sing on pitch)
51. :
52.  Mortimer the 

dummy
53. Bud holder
54. Asian language
55. "Fine" follower
56. Caddie's bagful
57.  Bad mark?
60. "___ moment"
61.  Maiden 

designation?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

PLAY ON WORDS
M A M B A E A S E S P Y
A D I O S S K I M S U R I
D E T E S T P I L O T B A N
E N T R E E N O T A B L Y

S T E W E I R E
B A R S T O O D R O T C
A G E D H O N E S W I R L
R O P E E S S S T O A
B R O N C R E E F E B O N
A R I L S T R I P E N D
T R A P T R I M

T W O S O M E S L A C K S
S R I P R E D A T E L I N E
P A N S C R A M U T T E R
A Y E H E M P P A Y E E

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 
 1-888-888-8801 •  rwnewyork.com 

 PLAY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.

TODAY, DECEMBER 2 

4 - 9 PM

 . 

ANOTHER CHANCE ON  DECEMBER 16!

YOU CAN WIN $3,000!

Plus, up to a $100 Macy’s card. 
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an extremely broad rep-
ertoire, where listeners 
can expect to hear music 
by Kate Bush or Elvis 
Costello as well as pieces 
from such composers 
as Philip Glass. Tickets 
are $25, $15 for Flushing 
Town Hall members and 
$10 for students.

Another evening of 
cross-cultural music is 
taking place on Friday, 
Dec. 16, at 7 p.m., when 
Gamelan Son of Lion takes 
to the stage. Formed in 
1976 as gamelan compos-
er’s collective, this group 
has placed the gamelan, 
a bronze percussion in-
strument indigenous to 
Indonesia, in settings 
that bridge the world of 
American experimental 
music and the distinctive 
rhythms of Balinese and 
Indonesian music. People 
coming to this show will 
hear an evening of tran-
scendental sounds that 
will take them far outside 
the boundaries of day-
to-day urban existence. 
Tickets are $16, $10 for 
members and students.

A group of young pe-
formers will be in the 
spotlight on Sunday, 

Dec. 18, at 2 p.m., when 
folk dances from across 
Mexico are on the bill. 
The Calpulli Collective 
offers programs in Stat-
en Island and New Jer-
sey as well as at studios 
in Long Island City and 
East Elmhurst, train-
ing both children and 
adults in the regional 
dance and music tradi-
tions of Mexico (contact 
them at calpullidance.
org). At Flushing Town 
Hall, they will play mu-
sic on the accordion and 
guitar in addition to 
dancing. Tickets are $15, 
$12 for members, $10 for 
students. All proceeds 
from the event support 
Calpulli’s next year of 

donation-based commu-
nity programming.

If you’d rather play 
the music yourself, 
Flushing Town Hall has 
something for you. On 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, the 
Monthly Jazz Jam will 
give aspiring hep cats 
an opportunity to hone 
their skills next to a 
house band that includes 
saxophonist Carol Sud-
halter, tenor sax/flute; 
Joe Vincent Tranchina, 
piano; Eric Lemon, 
bass; and Sylvia Cuenca, 
drums. All are welcome, 
regardless of instrument 
(singers as well). Those 
who don’t play are still 
welcome to come and lis-
ten. Tickets are $10, free 

members, students and 
jamming musicians.

For people whose pe-
forming skills lean more 
toward storytelling than 
music, the Moth StoryS-
LAM is their chance to 
let the creative juices 
flow. The event, Mon-
day, Dec. 19. at 8 p.m., is 
open to anyone who has 
a true story to share on 
the night’s posted theme 
(details on this month’s 
theme are to come). When 
the doors open, storytell-
ers put their names in The 
Moth Hat for a chance at a 
five-minute slot on stage. 
Ten featured stories are 
scored by teams of judges 
selected from the audi-
ence who pick the StoryS-

LAM winner.
History and archite-

ture buffs can sign up 
for the Holiday Historic 
House Tour on Sunday, 
Dec. 11, from 1 p.m - 5 p.m. 
The tour will take par-
ticipants to seven sites 
in Flushing and Corona, 
with a trolley provided 
to get them from place to 
place. In addition to the 
historial information pro-
vided, each stop will offer 
special activities and re-
freshments. Tickets are 
$20, $15 in advance, $5 
for children. Visit http://
hhht2016.eventbrite.com/ 
for online tickets.

And if you’re one of 
those hardy souls who 
can never get enough 

holiday shopping, that’s 
on the Flushing Town 
Hall schedule, too. The 
Holiday Market, also 
Dec. 11, will set up shop 
in the Flushing Town 
Hall gallery. Flower ar-
rangements, handmade 
dolls, greeting cards, 
crocheted clothing and 
Indian delicacies will all 
be on display to tempt 
both gift-givers and 
those who’d like a little 
something nice for them-
selves. There’s no charge 
here—unless, of course, 
you count the items you’ll 
almost surely purchase.

For pure indulgence, 
one last item on the 
Flushing Town Hall De-
cember schedule may 
well take top billing. The 
Great Northeast Cheese 
Fest, Saturday, Dec. 10, 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., will 
offer varieties of cheese 
from dozens of artisanal 
creameries from across 
New York state. Whether 
you’re a fan of sharp ched-
dar or super-rich triple 
cremes, as long as you love 
cheese, this is an evening 
sure to make you happy, 
no matter what holiday 
you’re preparing for.

For more information 
about any of these events, 
go to flushingtownhall.
org.

Continued from Page 39 

FLUSHING

American and Indonesian sounds meet in the music of Gamelan Son of Lion. Courtesy Flushing Town Hall

offerings will be available at 
this traveling smorgasbord 
of neighborhood eateries. 
The event has no start or 
end place, it’s a crawl at your 
pace in any order you choose. 
Participants will receive a 
sampling of food from every 
participating establishment, 
17 in all.
When: Saturday, Dec. 3, 12 
pm - 6 pm
Where: Along Rockaway 
Beach Boulevard from 92nd 
Street to 102nd Street
Cost: $15 in advance, $20 
day of event
Website: www.
rockawayunion.org

Bayside Historical 
Society — The society will 
hold what they’re calling “A 
Sparkling Holiday Night fi lled 
with Shimmering Lights” 
Saturday, Dec. 10. In addition 
to cocktails, a buffet dinner 
and dessert, those who 
attend will be treated to a 
peformance by Broadway 
singer Danielle Porcellini. 
Andrew Cardone will also 
be playing the piano, and 
everyone is encouraged to 

join in for a holiday sing-
along. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, 6 pm
Where: Bayside Historical 
Society, 208 Totten Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: $75 per person (RSVP 
by Dec. 5,)
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Q.E.D. Astoria — “Astoria 
Drink ’n’ Draw” is a fun art 
night focused on fi gure 
drawing from a live model 
at Q.E.D. No teaching or 
instruction, just a casual 
place to unwind after the 
work week, meet local 
creatives, refresh your 
artistic skills or drink until 
you’re talented. Each event 
will have a unique theme, 
new models and plenty 
to drink. Bring your own 
materials. Some materials 
will be available for 
purchase.
When: Friday, Dec. 2, 9 pm 
- 12 am
Where: 27-16 23rd Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: $8
Contact: (347) 451-3873
Website: www.qedastoria.
com

MUSIC

Queens Symphonic 
Band/Queensborough 
Community College 
Band — Featuring a group 
of musicians who range in 
age from 15 to 85 and come 
from all walks of life, this 
ensemble will perform an 
impressive variety of music. 
Under the direction of Dr. 
Bernard Rose, they will play 
pieces from such composers 
as John Philip Sousa, Carl 
Maria von Weber, Johann 
Sebastian Bach and Glenn 
Miller, plus a selection of 
Latin music.
When: Sunday, Dec. 4, 7 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $10, $8 for students 
and seniors

Kanoa Mendenhall Trio 
— Kanoa Mendenhall was 
born in Yokohama, Japan 
and raised in Monterey, 
Calif. She grew up listening 
to jazz, and was highly 
infl uenced by her father, jazz 
pianist Eddie Mendenhall. 
Mendenhall started playing 
jazz and classical cello at 
age ten and the upright bass 

at age twelve. By age 13, 
she was playing regularly 
in the Monterey and San 
Francisco Bay areas, and has 
recorded and/or performed 
with musicians such as Lew 
Soloff, Allison Miller, the 
SFJAZZ Collective, and Mark 
Sherman.
When: Tuesday, Dec. 8, 8 pm
Where: Jamaica Center for 
Arts & Learning (JCAL), 161-
04 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 658-7400
Website: www.jcal.org/
thursdaynightjazz

St. Francis Prep Christmas 
Concerts — Eleven 
ensembles, and nearly 600 
students, will play a wide 
selection of seasonal music  
at two concerts Dec. 9 and 10 
in St. Francis Prep’s Brother 
Ralph Clifford Memorial 
Auditorium. Friday’s concert 
will feature the school’s 
three orchestras, in addition 
to its concert chorus and 
percussion ensemble, 
while Saturday’s concert 
will showcase three bands, 
the Prep Chorus and the 
Chamber Choir. In addition, 
choirs from Middle School 
74, Intermediate School 
77 and St. Andrew Avellino 

Catholic Academy will join in.
When: Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 9 and 10, 7:45 pm (doors 
open at 7:15 PM)
Where: St. Francis Prep. 6100 
Francis Lewis Blvd., Fresh 
Meadows
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 423-810 x255 
or x213
Website: www.sfponline.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

APEC Adventure Time: 
Birds and Berries — 
Toddlers and parents/
caregivers enjoy some 
special time together as 
they socialize with other 
youngsters and learn about 
nature.  Each class focuses 
on a different science theme 
and includes live animal 
guests, art projects, trail 
walks, stories and more.
When: Sunday, Dec. 4, 10:30 
am - 11:45 am
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18/child
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Queens Collects: 60 Years 
at the GTM —  Selections from 
the best of the over 6,000 
works in the collection of the 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum at 
Queens College are on display 
in this major exhibition. It 
revisits the creation of the 
collection, exploring the 
museum founders, featuring 
donations from the past 
decade and examining art 
collecting today. Highlights 
include a triptych sculpture by 
Louise Nevelson, Indonesian 
Ikat textiles, and 5th century 
ceramics from Nazca, Peru, 
among other treasures. During 
this show, the museum will 
provide curator-led tours and 
discussions on art collecting 
as an individual, as a museum 
and as an artist.
When: Through Dec. 17. 
Museum hours are Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7pm and 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., 405 
Klapper Hall, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: gtmuseum.org

Continued from Page 43 

Calendar
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first trio arrived. Three 
tepid portions of fried 
chicken with token 
schmears of bourbon 
apple butter and spicy 
slaw came stacked be-
tween rubbery waffle 
quarters. Nuff said. The 
next arrivals, Pulled 
Smoked Pork sliders 
with “Cowboy coleslaw” 
and barbecue sauce 
were good enough, in a 
traditional ‘cue way, al-
though the buns should 
have been fresher. Ditto 
for the Burnt Ends slid-
ers, served with ched-
dar cheese, pickled red 
onions and garlic aioli. 
Decent meat, but stingy 
with the condiments, 
and semi-fresh buns.

The plates of barbe-
cued meat come with a 
choice of two sides, along 
with a miniscule cube of 
dense cornbread and a 
choice of barbecue sauc-
es. No white bread, as is 
the custom in the South, 
or biscuits. The brisket 
sort of met our standard 
for barbecued brisket, 
except that it was served 

with a slathering of 
their choice of barbecue 
sauce already applied. 
The sauce in question 
tasted like Worcester-
shire with a squirt of 
hot sauce. The St. Louis 
style ribs were tough, 
recalcitrantly adhering 
to the bones despite our 
best efforts. Our chosen 
sides, collards, baked 
beans, fries, and mac 
‘n cheese, were all com-
petently prepared. The 
baked beans approached 
praiseworthy, with a 
generous dose of bacon 
therein.

The Bottom Line
Slider BBQ is an un-

fortunate case of failed 
aspirations. Their web-
site says all the right 
things about what goes 
into making great barbe-
cue. The problem here is 
with the crucial interval 
from smoker to plate. If 
it’s not speedy, it’s a deal 
breaker. Slider seems to 
have failed to attract the 
following that would cre-
ate the necessary critical 
mass. As a result, you 
are likely to get food that 
has been reheated or left 
to languish.

Continued from Page 41 

Slide BBQ IF YOU GO

Slide BBQ
52-75 65th Place,
Maspeth NY, 11378
718-565- 0565
http://slidebarbq.com/

Price Range: Sliders: 
$9.95-11.95; Meat 
Platters: $15.95-28.95
Cuisine: Traditional 
BBQ
Setting: Gastropub/
Sports Bar
Service: Professional
Hours: Kitchen Open 
Sunday - Thursday 11 
am to Midnight Friday 
and Saturday 11 am to 1 
am (Bar open till 4 am)
Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Small lot in 
rear
Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome
Music: Karaoke on 
Saturdays
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Hey, it’s 
a bar
Handicap accessible: 
Yes
WIFI: Yes, but doesn’t 
always work

Friday,  
December 9, 2016, 7pm
TICKETS: $40, $35

A 
Christmas 

Carol

Sunday, February 26, 2017, 3pm
TICKETS: $42, $39, $35

222-05 56TH AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11364

SuSu

718-631-6311
WWW.VISITQPAC.ORG

 :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC

Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center

La Traviata
Teatro Lirico D’Europa

La Traviata
Teatro Lirico D’Europa
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A Touch Of  
Spain In Bayside

GALA DINNER  
& DANCING

Friends, Family or Small Office 
Holiday Party

Thursday, December 8TH, 2016 
7:00PM to 11:00PM

Cocktail Hour, Buffet Dinner with  
Dessert, Beer, Wine, Sangria

DJ MUSIC & DANCING
Featuring our Best Cocktail Hour & Dinner Selections

Appetizers include: Empanadillas, Baked Clams, Marinated Salmon, 
Sauteed Shrimp in Garlic sauce

Entrees include: Fish Filet Stuffed with Lobster Sauce, Paella Valenciana, 
Sliced Roast Beef, Chicken Rollatini with Ham & cheese

Assorted Cakes & Cookies for Dessert

$49PP PLUS TAX AND GRATUITY

Restaurant 

220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside  
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Pkwy.) 

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com

Now Booking For Holiday Functions Large or Small

MARBELLA GIFT CERTIFICATES
Give the Gif t Of Fine Dining 

For each $100 Gift Certificate Purchased Receive a Complimentary  
$25 Gift Certificate (Mention this ad for your free Certificate)

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

The Santa Bike Ride, sponsored by the 
Queens Bike Initiative, will be an easy 
jingle-bell ringing Saturday morning ride 
around Jackson Heights and East Elmhurst, 
with a stop at the Gorman Playground on 
30th Avenue and 85th Street for the kids 
to take a break and burn some energy. 
Holiday-inspired surprises are planned, and 
everyone (and their bikes) is encouraged 
to come in Santa-inspired wear. Queens 
Bike Initiative is a local group of residents 

who have joined forces to ask for safer bike 
infrastructure connecting parks in Queens. 
Please bring water and bike locks for the 
stops along the way. To register for free, go 
to www.eventbrite.com/e/2016-santa-ride-
tickets-29404696238
When: Saturday, Dec. 3, 9:30 am
Where: Gather at Travers Park (78th Street 
and 34th Avenue)
Cost: Free
Website: www.qns.bike

SANTAS ON TWO WHEELS
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Please call to make reservations: (718) 224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston, New York 11363

www.thedouglastonmanor.com

Celebrate
New Year’s Eve

at the
December 31 s t,

2016
Five Course Dinner  DJ & Dancing

Open Bar

We also have private rooms that can accommodate up to 125 people

Tuscan Table
A grand display of Antipasti

Stuzzichini
Passed Hors D’Oeuvres

UPON ARRIVAL:

Sit Down Dinner
Winter Salad

Ravioli Duo

Surf ‘N’ Turf ‘N’ Turf

Chocolate Symphony
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

The Christ the King girls’ 
basketball team is in the mid-
dle of a youth movement. 

Although they lost six se-
niors from last year’s Brook-
lyn/Queens championship 
squad, the Lady Royals aren’t 
lacking in confidence this 
season. 

In fact, this group is hav-
ing a bit of fun experiment-
ing with lineups and fresh 
faces and, most importantly, 
brand-new talent. 

“We’re really young and 
it’s just going to take a little 
bit of work to get everybody 
on the right page,” said Christ 
the King coach Bob Mackey. 
“But we’ve got a lot of poten-
tial to be really good.”

The only senior return-
ing from last year’s squad is 
Saundra Cleckley, who saw 
solid minutes with the Lady 
Royals late last season, and 
the team boasts just five up-
perclassmen on the roster. 

Mackey, however, isn’t 
worried. 

He has watched his squad 
hit its stride early this sea-
son, bolstered by an enthusi-
asm that rarely fails—even 
at 5:30 a.m. practices. And 
there have been a good chunk 
of those. 

“They’re really great prac-
tices,” Mackey said. “The 

inside of my eyeballs would 
have liked to see some sleep, 
but it frees everybody up. It’s 
a lot of fun.”

Cleckley may be the only 
senior, but that doesn’t mean 
the Lady Royals are lacking 
for talent. In fact, most of the 
underclassmen on this squad 
have championship experi-
ence already, notching a JV 
city title. 

Junior guard Jae’onna 
Sutton will likely begin 
the season handling point 
guard duties, while 6-foot-4 
freshman Natalija Marshall 
adds some serious size and, 
even more importantly, a 
soft shooting touch that has 
Mackey excited to see what 
she can do against BQCH-
SAA talent. 

“We’re kind of hoping 
that she’ll help everybody 
look good,” Mackey said of 
Marshall. “She can step out 
and shoot it and she can hit. 
There’s some good looks.”

Christ the King opens up 
the season at the Art Turner 
Memorial Tip Off in Virginia 
before league play gets under-
way at Bishop Loughlin Dec. 
7. The Lady Royals are also 
slated to compete in the Nike 
Tournament of Champions in 
Arizona from Dec. 19 to Dec. 
22. It’s not an easy schedule—
particularly with a roster 

Christ the King will point-guard by committee this season after gradu-
ating senior Sydney Zambrotta, now playing her freshman season of 
college hoops at Louisville.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY LAURA AMATO

For the Bayside football 
team, it was just a case of 
missed opportunities. 

The Commodores couldn’t 
capitalize on a handful of 
prime chances and that cost 
them a chance at a champi-
onship, as the squad fell 16-6 
to top-seeded Truman in the 
PSAL bowl semifinals Sun-
day. 

“We played really well. We 
came in and I liked our game 
plan and our effort,” said 
Bayside coach Jason Levitt. 
“We had a big drop at the be-
ginning and a couple of drops 
throughout the game. Missed 
opportunities.”

The squads exchanged pos-
session throughout much of 
the first half, but Bayside felt 
as if it left points on the field 
throughout the opening 24 
minutes of play. 

The Commodores (9-3) con-
verted on a fourth-and-one late 
in the first quarter, but fum-
bled the ball on the play, losing 
yardage and turning it over 
on downs. Sadeeq Nathanel 
picked off Tequan Evans in 
the end zone on Bayside’s en-
suing possession and the Com-
modores turned the ball over 
on downs at their own 39 with 
just over a minute left in the 
half. 

That miscue set up the first 
Truman touchdown of the 
day—a one-yard touchdown 
by Trevor Carson with 20.8 
seconds on the clock. 

“I knew we needed that 
touchdown so we could get 
some momentum back,” Car-
son said. “So that run was a 
little scary for me, but I knew 
we needed it. It was just tunnel 
vision of me getting into the 
end zone.”

Bayside came out of the 
break with some brand-new 
life, however, marching down 
the field on the arm of Evans 
and feet of Jonathan Cato. Ev-
ans capped off the nine-play, 
77-yard drive with a 15-yard 

touchdown dash, getting the 
Commodores within two. 

That momentum didn’t last 
long. 

Jabari Anderson padded 
Truman’s lead on the very 
next snap, returning the en-
suing kickoff 78 yards for a 
touchdown and the game’s fi-
nal score. It was the first time 
the junior had ever lined up on 
the Mustangs’ kick return. 

“Without that we’re look-
ing at a completely different 
ball game,” Truman coach 
John-James Shepherd said. 
“[Anderson’s] a junior that has 
not been a deep man in the re-
turn yet and we knew he had 
the jets, we just wanted to see 
what would happen.”

Bayside was never able to 
quite recover after the return, 
but it wasn’t for lack of trying. 
Nathaneal Faison recovered 

a Truman fumble midway 
through the fourth quarter 
and Cato picked off Mustangs’ 
quarterback Justin Harris 
with 1:58 left in regulation. 

It was too little, too late, 
though, and the Commodores 
weren’t able to find the end 
zone before the final whistle. 

“I think we held our own, 
for sure, they just made more 
plays than us,” Levitt said. 

It was a difficult end to an 
otherwise solid season for 
Bayside and, despite the final 
score, the Commodores felt 
like they limited Truman on 
offense. In the end, it was sim-
ply about missed chances and 
could-have-beens. 

“It’s going to be very tough 
when we watch [the film,” Lev-
itt said. “You see the drops 
and things in the game. It’ll be 
tough to watch.”

Bayside quarterback Tequan Evans notched the Commodores’ only 
touchdown as the squad fell 16-6 to Truman in the PSAL bowl conference 
semifinals.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 50

Bayside loses in semis
Missed opportunities in defeat to top-seeded Truman

Lady Royals show 
skills and confi dence
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BY LAURA AMATO

St. John’s men’s basketball 
coach Chris Mullin had a sim-
ple answer to what went wrong 
Tuesday night—everything. 

The Red Storm lost 79-72 to 
Delaware State, a squad that 
came into the game without 
a win against a Division I op-
ponent. 

That loss was the latest in a 
string of disappointing games 
for St. John’s, after they went 
0-for-3 at the Battle 4 Atlantis 
Tournament over Thanksgiv-
ing weekend. 

“The rhythm of the game, 
from our standpoint, was dom-
inated by them,” St. John’s 
coach Chris Mullin said. 
“Give them credit. They had 
confidence.”

The Hornets got under St. 
John’s (2-5) skin from the get-
go, opening up in a 2-3 zone 
that the Red Storm struggled 
to break. The defensive effort 
left St. John’s searching for 
answers, taking 19 shots from 
behind the arc in the opening 
20 minutes of play. 

The three-point attack 
didn’t hit, however, as the Red 
Storm shot just 31.6 percent 
from three-point territory in 
the first half. 

“We didn’t do a good job 

moving the ball around,” said 
Bashir Ahmed, who finished 
with a team-high 19 points. 
“We thought we had open 
looks, but some of the shots we 
took weren’t good shots.”

The problems, however, 
were bigger than just St. John’s 
shot selection. Delaware State 
(2-5) was bursting with confi-
dence heading into the break, 
holding on to a seven-point 
lead and shooting 64 percent 
from the floor. That kind of 
success made it difficult for 
the Red Storm to seize back 
any momentum and St. John’s 
still struggled after halftime. 

“Even when we did have 
a few decent possessions on 
defense, we didn’t rebound,” 
Mullin said. “They dominated 
because of their efficiency on 
offense.”

St. John’s did succeed on the 
glass—out-rebounding Dela-
ware State 36-31, including 18-7 
on the offensive side—but the 
Red Storm simply couldn’t put 
the ball in the hoop and as the 
team’s frustrations mounted, 
the energy on both sides of the 
court dwindled. 

“It’s hard,” said guard 
Federico Mussini, who fin-
ished with 11 points. “This re-
ally hurts us. We really talked 
about it, we made sure we were 
going to come out tough and 
play hard, but we didn’t.” 

The Red Storm pulled with-
in six with just over three min-
utes left, but couldn’t mount 
the final comeback. The Hor-
nets answered with a seven-
point run to go up by 13 with 49 
seconds left. 

“I thought we lost trust in 
each other a bit, shrinking the 
floor, not helping the helper,” 
Mullin said. “Those are things 
we’re usually good at and we 
work on it every day.”

By the final whistle, the 
biggest issue for St. John’s 
wasn’t the score – it was the ef-
fort. The Red Storm battled a 
handful of top teams at Atlan-
tis and took on Minnesota last 
month as well, but this time, 
the team felt it looked beyond 
its opponent, certain of a vic-
tory before the ball was even 
tipped. 

And it cost the Red Storm. 
“I think that was our prob-

lem,” Mussini said. “When we 
play big teams, everybody is 
high and ready from the be-
ginning. So we’ve just got to 
respect everybody.”

Federico Mussini was one of four 
Red Storm players to finish in dou-
ble digits, but it wasn't enough as 
St. John's fell 79-72 to Delaware 
State.  St. John's Athletics

BY LAURA AMATO

Danisha Moss’s volleyball 
career started with a conver-
sation in front of a Toronto 
KFC. 

She was 14 years old, walk-
ing into the fast food restau-
rant with a friend when she 
noticed a car turn around 
in the parking lot. Toronto 
Diamonds Volleyball Club 
founder Clayton Carimbocas 
was driving the car when he 
spotted Moss and, knew he 
was looking at a future volley-
ball star. 

It wasn’t exactly what 
Moss expected when she left 
her house that day, but from 
the vantage point of 2016 the 
St. John’s standout is certain 
that meeting was fate. She 
joined the Toronto Diamonds 
a few days later, setting her-
self on a path that wouldn’t 
only change her on-court 
career, but help jump-start a 
teammate’s this season. 

Moss, a redshirt junior, 
and freshman Erica Di Maulo 
became a one-two punch of 
sets, spikes and blocks for the 
Red Storm this fall, racking 
up accolades along the way.

“If I have to be honest, 
at the beginning we didn’t 
have great chemistry,” said 
Di Maulo, who was named 
co-Big East freshman of the 
year. “It’s completely normal, 
of course, because it takes a 
lot of time to build chemistry 
between setters and a middle. 
I think we improved a lot.”

Di Maulo grew up playing 
volleyball—a star in her na-
tive Italy from the moment 
she set foot on the court—but 
the road to success was a bit 
more difficult for Moss. Af-
ter all, she got recruited in a 
parking lot. 

“The first couple of years 
were really rough. I was so 
bad, I couldn’t do anything,” 

Moss said. “So when [my 
first] season started, [Car-
imbocas worked] with me as 
best he could and he was like, 
you know what, just go in, 
get to the net and just block 
anything that comes over the 
net.”

It’s a lesson the 6-foot-3 
Moss took with her to the col-
lege level, using every inch 
of her height this year to be-
come the Red Storm’s all-time 
leading blocker. 

“Last year I was close to 
making it on the records list 
and this year, other than 
wanting to make it to the Big 
East with my team, person-
ally that was my goal,” she 
said. 

Between the two of them, 
Moss and Di Maulo found a 
statistical rhythm in front of 
the net and while their early-
season relationship weath-
ered a few bumps in the road, 
the two hit their stride down 
the stretch. 

Of course, there was a rea-
son for that—hours spent in 
the gym together, working on 
understanding the miniscule 
details of each other’s game. 

It was an eye-opening experi-
ence for Di Maulo and an ex-
ercise in leadership for Moss. 

“I knew Erica was a really 
talented setter, so it was more 
about getting on board with 
her,” Moss said. “I wanted to 
make sure as freshmen they 
knew the flow of the court in 
the Big East. It’s just trying to 
understand how we can out-
play our opponents.”

St. John’s wrapped up 
the year 16-15 overall, but 
notched a handful of big-time 
Big East victories, including 
late-season wins at DePaul 
and Marquette. And, most im-
portantly, both Moss and Di 
Maulo are confident in what’s 
next.

It’s been a long and wind-
ing road for both athletes, but 
they’re both hoping the end 
result is the same—a bright 
future for the Red Storm. 

“I think that from now on 
and looking towards the fu-
ture we have to focus and stay 
focused every single match,” 
Di Maulo said. “Even if we’re 
not doing our best, we have to 
help the team in every single 
moment.”

Erica Di Maulo (17) and Danisha Moss (28) became a one-two punch in 
front of the net for the Red Storm this season, racking up the acco-
lades along the way.  St. John’s Athletics

Duo on SJU volleyball squad 
perfect their one-two punch

Red Storm falls 
to Delaware team

full of young players—but 
the squad is anxious to prove 
itself.

After all, it’s kind of fun 
to build something from 
scratch. 

“I don’t make the girls 
play together in the offseason, 
which I think helps because 
now they’re fresh and it’s all 

new,” Mackey said. “It’s a 
brand-new lump of clay you 
get to work with instead of 
everybody coming in and be-
ing like, well I hate them and I 
hate that one. There’s none of 
that. It’s a really nice group.”

It’s been a different pre-
season experience for Mack-
ey—there aren’t Division I 
coaches lining the gym floor 
to see his players—and he’s 
enjoying the quiet a bit. 

This is a chance to start a 

new legacy and the Lady Roy-
als, young as they may be, are 
determined to seize that op-
portunity.

“We’ve got a bunch of 
depth and ability, a lot of mov-
ing parts,” Mackey said. “Ev-
erybody can really play a lot 
of positions. So it’s been fun, 
but it’s been really different 
because when you lose six 
starters, six seniors, you’ve 
got to revamp, retool and re-
build.” 

CK hoops
Continued from Page 49
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BY LAURA AMATO

Ron Naclerio is hoping to 
live up to his nickname this 
winter—the teacher. 

The long-time Cardozo 
boys’ basketball coach is fac-
ing one of the biggest chal-
lenges of his career, at the 
helm of a Judges squad that is 
one of the most inexperienced 
he has ever coached. 

“I’m teaching and hopeful-
ly they’re learning,” Naclerio 
said. “They’re not learn-
ing as quickly as I want, but 
we’ve got to believe we can be 
good in January and Febru-
ary. Let me put it this way, if 
we’re good in December you 
won’t want to play us in Janu-
ary and February.”

The Judges boast just 
three seniors on this year’s 
roster, and the majority of the 
squad consists of first-year 
varsity players. It has left 
Naclerio with a specific pre-
season challenge—teaching 
them how to play together. 

That, however, is easier 
said than done. 

“The pieces are there, it’s 
just so new,” Naclerio said. 
“And then, until you coach 
them you don’t know who 
has the heart, the intensity 
and the desire. A couple of 
kids are missing practices 
and you don’t know if that’s 
because they have legitimate 
excuses or if they’re just ex-
cuse-kids.”

Cardozo graduated 10 
seniors from last year’s 
squad—including the team’s 
big three in scoring, Tareq 
Coburn, Aaron Walker and 
Rashond Salnave. All three 
players finished in the top 
10 in scoring in Queens AA 
last season, averaging over 17 
points per game. 

But while the trio left big 
shoes to fill on the stat line, 
Naclerio is hopeful that some 

of his underclassmen can step 
up to the plate—at least in 
time to make a playoff run. 

Dejavaughn Utley aver-
aged 8.7 points, 3.5 rebounds 
and 1.5 assists during the 
regular season before explod-
ing for an average of 15 points 
and eight rebounds during 
‘Dozo’s four playoff games 
last year. He will be the focal 
point for opposing teams’ de-
fensive schemes this winter, 
but Naclerio is confident the 
junior can continue to put up 
solid numbers. 

“He’s one of the top juniors 
in the city and hopefully he’ll 
remain one of the top juniors 
in the city when the season’s 
over,” Naclerio said. “He’s 
really the only kid we’ve got 
from last year.”

Utley will get a bit of help 
from a handful of JV call-ups, 
including 6-foot-7 sophomore 
Noah Sempel and junior Mar-
cus Hammond. 

“Last year we called him 
seventh-grade Shamorie,” 
Naclerio said of Hammond. 
“This year we call him eighth-
grade Shamorie because 
he looks just like Shamorie 
Ponds, but it’s like he’s in 
eighth grade. He’s good. Last 
year he had 34 against Christ 
the King’s JV.”

The key for the Judges—
and what the squad has been 
hoping to find during its 
preseason practice slate and 
scrimmage schedule—is es-
tablishing a rhythm from the 
opening tip. That isn’t always 
easy, even with experience, 
but Cardozo is doing its best 
to stay optimistic. 

After all, there’s plenty of 
season ahead. 

“There’s a lot of pieces and 
it’s taken a lot of time to get 
it together,” Naclerio said. 
“We’re just trying to get them 
to understand Cardozo bas-
ketball.”

BY LAURA AMATO

The St. Francis Prep girls’ 
basketball team is hoping 
that last season is the gift that 
keeps on giving. 

The Terriers earned a 
berth in CHSAA Class A girls’ 
basketball tournament last 
year and while the squad came 
up short against St. Mary’s in 
the semifinal, the squad is de-
termined to keep building on 
that success. 

“I think that’s a feeling that 
the girls remember and that’s 
kind of what we use as motiva-
tion every day,” said St. Fran-
cis coach Kerri White. “They 
haven’t really had that in a 
long time here and they’re try-
ing to build off that. They’re 
coming in every day to work to 
get that feeling consistently.” 

St. Francis graduated 
seven seniors from last year’s 
squad—which earned its post-
season spot after a play-in 
victory over Nazareth—but 
White is certain this season’s 
group is even more deter-
mined to prove their worth on 
the court. 

If anything, this group 
is an even bigger underdog, 
chock-full of first-year varsity 
players. 

“We’ve got a lot of new faces 
and new people that are play-
ing this year, so I feel like it’s 
going to take a little while to 
gel,” White said. “But I feel like 
we’ll get there. We’re young, 
we’re talented and, hopefully, 
going to have a good year.”

Emily Engstler is slated to 
lead the charge for the Terri-
ers this season—a fresh face 
at St. Francis Prep, but an ex-
perienced player with a seem-
ingly endless streak of deter-
mination. 

The junior—who previ-
ously played at Christ the 

King and was sidelined last 
season due to CHSAA trans-
fer rules—is anxious to get on 
the court and show just what 
the Terriers can do. She’s not 
looking to win from the get-go, 
certain there will be bumps in 
the road, but she is hoping to 
change a few opinions. 

“I like when people say, 
like, ‘Oh, you’re a Terrier now, 
you’re going to lose,’” Engstler 
said. “But it’s fun because we 
play them and it’s a close game 
and even if you lose, you’ve 
scared them a bit. I think it’s 
going to be fun. I think we 
definitely have a good chance 
of winning.”

In addition to Engslter, St. 
Francis expects solid produc-
tion out of senior Dorothy Mat-
inale and Celina Roberts, who 
previously played at Archbish-
op Molloy. 

The Terriers will also de-
pend on freshman guard Mac-
Kayla Scarlett who emerged 
as a leader in the preseason, 
a sparkplug for the squad’s of-

fensive attack. 
“She’s probably one of the 

only people who are really 
going to adjust. And she’s ad-
justed great,” Engstler said of 
Scarlett. “I think we have a 
really good chance of showing 
people something they didn’t 
expect.”

St. Francis isn’t backing 
away from any challenge this 
winter. The squad’s early-sea-
son schedule starts with home 
matchups against Molloy and 
Christ the King as well as a 
tournament in Washington 
DC, taking on a pair of Mary-
land squads. It won’t always 
be easy and the Terriers aren’t 
banking on another playoff 
berth, but the team is hop-
ing to build something on the 
court this season. 

“Better than last year—
that’s always your goal to im-
prove from the year before,” 
White said. “It’s a lot of new 
kids, but that’s alright. We’re 
just going to work hard.”

The St. Francis Prep girl’s basketball team is hoping to repeat last year’s 
postseason appearance with a roster full of youth and determination.  

Photo by Laura Amato

Cardozo coach Ron Naclerio has a team filled with young players this 
season.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Terriers look to build
With many new faces, St. Francis wants more success

Young Cardozo team 
taught by Naclerio
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Officers responded to a 911 
call of two people shot at 6:56 
p.m., according to the NYPD, at 
a home near the corner of Ma-
thias Avenue and 166th Street. 
When the police arrived, they 
found Henry Wright, 58, the 
state corrections officer, un-
conscious and unresponsive 
on the ground with several 
gunshot wounds to the torso. 
Officers also found the officer’s 
wife Sharon Floyd Wright, 52, 
with a gunshot wound to the 
shoulder.

EMS workers responded 
to the scene as well, and took 
both victims to Jamaica Hos-
pital. Officers from both the 
NYPD and the state Correc-
tions Department gathered at 
the hospital to support the of-

ficer. Wright underwent sur-
gery and was still hospitalized 
in critical condition, while his 
wife was treated and released 
from the hospital.

Police described the two 
suspects as black males be-
tween the ages of 20 and 30, 
both wearing black hooded 
sweatshirts and blue jeans. The 
two suspects forced their way 
into the house and shot both 
victims, police said. The NYPD 
also said one of the suspects 
fled eastbound on Mathias, 
while the other fled westbound. 
Police released a video of what 
was described as a light-colored 
2011-2015 Hyundai Elantra. In 
the video, the car in question 
can be seen in the background, 
reversing in the middle of an 
intersection. Police were seek-
ing any information the public 
had about the car.

Floyd Wright managed to 

strike one of the two suspects 
with a hammer during the 
home invasion, according to 
the Post. She was described 
as a strong “no-nonsense” 
person by a neighbor who was 
not surprised she stood up 
to the attackers. Wright has 
been a corrections officer for 
35 years, according to the New 
York State Correctional Offi-
cers Police Benevolent Associ-
ations. The group announced 
a $25,000 reward for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and 
conviction of whoever shot the 
couple.

Police said no arrests had 
been made and the investiga-
tion was ongoing. Anyone with 
information about the incident 
was encouraged to call NYPD 
Crime Stoppers at 1 (800) 577-
TIPS or to submit tips online 
at www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com.

ularly useful for our growing 
immigrant communities that 
are too often victimized by 
scam artists posing as travel 
agents and experts.”

DOS will have the power 
to revoke, suspend or impose 
a fine of up to $1,000 if the 
applicant has, among other 
things, defrauded consumers 
in the past or demonstrated 
incompetence or a lack of 
trustworthiness in his busi-
ness dealings. Any individ-
ual who had his or her reg-
istration suspended would 
be ineligible to reapply for a 
registration provided for by 
the legislation and the appli-
cant would have the right to 
a hearing to challenge such a 
decision.

“We are clearly protect-
ing good businesses and of-
fering stronger protections 
for consumers,” Peralta said. 
“Travel agents provide vi-
tal assistance and planning 
when one plans a trip, and 
that it why it is important 
that the consumer receives 
the exact services he or she 
pays for. If someone spends 
their hard-earned money to 
book a beach resort for their 
family, he or she should not 
arrive at their destination 
only to find an unsanitary 
or unsafe motel that was not 
what they bargained for. This 
is about preventing fraud and 
this is common sense.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

watching Sports Center Fri-
day night. He said he logged 
on to social media and saw 
happy Cubans in the streets of 
Miami banging pots and pans 
so he did the same thing. He 
posted his jubilation on Face-
book and it currently has over 
600,000 views. 

“It’s a celebration,” he said. 
“He represented the commu-
nist movement, he represent-
ed my grandfather having his 
restaurant taken away in 1962. 
It’s years of oppression, years 
of families being separated 
and he was the face of that. Cu-
bans all know that Raul Castro 
has been in power now for the 
last eight years, so technically 
it doesn’t change anything.”

He added, “But there’s 
hope now that there could be 
a change with him gone. We 
knew his influence on the Cu-
ban people. Its hope for a bet-
ter future, for our Cuba and its 
people.”

Daniel Gonzalez, an em-
ployee at Rincón Criollo, is 
American-born but Castro 
still had a huge impact on 
his life. His grandfather was 
forced to flee Cuba under his 
rule and the family was forced 
to rebuilt their lives in Miami.
“This is good news for a lot of 
Cuban Americans,” he said. 
“No one wants to celebrate 
a person’s death. It’s a sad 
thing, but when a dictator who 
caused so many people pain 
passes away, you almost get 
this sense of closure. So many 
Cubans had to flee, my grand-
father was tortured and his 

businesses were seized.”
 Criollo went on to say that 

“being born in Miami I feel 
like I’ve already celebrated his 
death a lot because of all the 
false reports that would come 
out, but it’s nice to know that 
this time it’s real.”

Historically, The United 
States and Cuba have been 
enemies, but American and 
Cuban relations eased under 
the Obama administration. In 
2014 the president announced 
that diplomatic and commer-
cial relations with the island 
would be restored after more 
than 50 years, and earlier this 
year Obama visited the island 
standing side-by-side  with Fi-
del’s brother Raul. 

Just this Monday JetBlue 
flew its first commercial flight 
to Havana from Kennedy Air-
port.

terms of the lease, Patel’s New 
Ram company was permitted 
to use the premises only for 
“the erection, operation and 
maintenance of a hotel” and a 
proposed conversion violated 
restrictions of the lease.

Patel called Holden say-
ing he no longer wanted to go 
against the wishes of the com-
munity and asked that they 
stop their nightly protests at 
the 55th Road location. But 
in early October, Patel rented 
individual rooms to the city 
and DHS began moving 30 
homeless men into the hotel.

Weeks later, KCM filed 
suit, asking a judge to block 
more homeless individuals 
from moving into the Holiday 
Inn Express and to rule New 
Ram was in violation of its 
lease.

“The potential profit to 
New Ram must have been too 
great to turn down because 
in blatant disregard of the 
terms of its lease and in con-
tradiction to its representa-
tions to the community, New 
Ram has begun the conver-
sion of the hotel to a home-
less shelter, surreptitiously 
renting over a quarter of the 
hotel’s rooms to DHS to house 
homeless adults,” the lawsuit 
says.

If the lawsuit succeeds, 
KCM can terminate the lease 
on the property.

 DHS declined to comment 
on the matter.

Asked for comment, Patel 

said, “I see the landlord is su-
ing me for something that is 
not true.”

Meanwhile, Holden, who 
was considering a slander 
lawsuit against the de Blasio 
administration, may put that 
on hold.

“We could win this war 
without firing a shot,” he 
said. “It’s very good for our 
side and we hope the owner is 
successful.”

Holden said the protest-
ers, known as the Maspeth-
Middle Village Task Force, 
had scaled back the nightly 
protests at the hotel because 
it was disturbing the paying 
customers. During the last 
several months, the protest-
ers have rented road buses to 
rally with other civic groups 
protesting in other neighbor-
hoods and they have gone to 
the Windsor Terrace, Brook-
lyn, home of Department of 
Social Services Commission-
er Steven Banks, who over-
sees DHS.

“We’re going to take it on 
the road a lot more,” Holden 
said. “We’re heading to Com-
missioner Banks’ house on 
Saturday with all of the other 
organizations we’ve become 
involved with and we’ll have 
people from within the shel-
ters joining us as well.”

He added, “And we’ll be 
going back to Patel’s house 
again, soon.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

vised. Wills was accused by 
the attorney general of using 
some of the money for shop-
ping trips, which included the 
purchase of a $750 Louis Vuit-
ton handbag.

Wills’ office did not return 
a request for comment on this 
story.

In January Mills pleaded 
guilty to directing campaign 
funds marked for Wills’ un-
successful 2009 City Council 
run into an account for Micro 
Targeting, which Mills said 
was a shell company set up by 
Wills. 

The indictment accused 
Mills of submitting a check 
from Wills to Micro Targeting 
in the amount of $11,500 to the 
New York Campaign Finance 

Board. The attorney general’s 
office maintained Micro Tar-
geting never did any work for 
Wills’ 2009 campaign and that 
Wills instead pocketed the 
funds.

After Wills’ May 2014 ar-
rest, Schneiderman said the 
arrest sent “the message that 
elected office does not come 
with a blank check or a license 
to break the law.”

Wills allegedly signed a 
contract with the state Of-
fice of Children and Family 
Services in March 2010 and 
pledged that the funds Huntley 
allocated to New York 4 Life 
would be used for community 
services, but after the state re-
quested Wills account for how 
the funds were used, he did not 
respond, according to the AG’s 
office.

Wills successfully won a 
special election to the City 

Council in November 2010. 
Wills denied any wrongdoing 
when he was arrested and ac-
cused Schneiderman of at-
tempting to target prominent 
political rivals.

Amid pressure by the FBI, 
Huntley agreed to wear a wire 
and record meetings with nine 
other people, including Wills, 
in 2012. At the time, federal 
authorities claimed many of 
the nine individuals were also 
under investigation. Eventu-
ally, Huntley served a year 
and a day in prison. She was 
released in June 2014.

Judge Ira Margulis of the 
Queens Supreme Court will be 
presiding over the Wills case 
coming before the court. John 
Chiara, an assistant attorney 
general for the state attorney 
general’s office, is scheduled 
to head the prosecution.

Continued from Page 1 

Wills
Continued from Page 1 

Maspeth

Continued from Page 5 

Cuba
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Invasion

Continued from Page 5 

Travel

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

Our Members Are Our #1 Priority.

VillageCareMAX is a

 Medicaid Managed Long-Term Care (MLTC) plan

established by VillageCare,

a trusted health care provider for over 35 years.

/villagecareny
@villagecare

Learn how to become a VillageCareMAX member today.

Call us at 800-469-6292 Toll-free
TTY 711

www.villagecaremax.org
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