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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing will be getting its 
first movie theater in 30 years 
at the former site of Flushing 
mall on 133-15 39th Ave. be-
tween College Point Boulevard 
and Prince  Street.

 Construction has begun 
on the 1.2 million-square-foot, 
mixed used Tangram proj-
ect. It will be made up of four 
15- or 16-story buildings with 
300 luxury condo units, 80,000 
square feet of office space and 
a hotel. Construction is ex-
pected to be completed in 2018.

The 34,000-square-foot 
movie theater will be located 
in a two-story retail portion 
of the project, with six to eight 
screens and seating for up to 
800 people. There will also be 
a 24,000-square-foot food hall, 
themed restaurants, a culi-
nary food hall, beer garden 
and a variety of entertainment 
options, according developers 
F&T Group and SCG America.

Geoffrey Bailey of SCG 
retail, one of the developers 
of the Tangram, said the new 
mixed use building will be a 
welcome addition to downtown 
Flushing. 

“Flushing is ready for 
Tangram,” he said. “The de-
mographic shift in Flushing 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
A representative from the 

School Construction Author-
ity vexed residents at Mon-
day’s Community Board 11 
meeting when he announced 
progress has been made on the 
construction of PS 332 in Bay-
side. The new school raised 
concerns over decreased prop-
erty values and aggravating 
already congested traffic con-
ditions.

About 50 people attended 
the meeting.

Construction on the con-
troversial school, which will 
have 468 seats in a four-story 
building containing 20,000 
square feet, began in the sum-
mer of 2015. The SCA has pro-
jected the school at 210-07 48th 
Ave. on the former Keil Bros. 
property will be completed by 
next September.  It is supposed 
to relieve overcrowding at PS 
31, 41, 159, 162 and 203, which 
are operating at more than 100 
percent of capacity.

What started as spirited 
display of progress by SCA 
Director of External Affairs 
Michael Mirasola became an 
acrimonious meeting in the 
MS 158 auditorium at 46-35 
Oceania St. when the residents 
began voicing grievances. One 
resident complained about the 
building cast houses in per-
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Council member Daniel Dromm at an anti-hate rally in Jackson Heights.  
Photo by Mark Hallum

Santa arrives in Bayside on the back of a vintage pick-up truck, the last marcher in the village’s new-
est old tradition, the Christmas Parade down Bell Boulevard. The afternoon ends with a tree lighting 
at the train station on 40th Avenue.  More photos on Page 24. Photo by Michael Shain

New movie 
theater coming
to Flushing

Bias incidents up across borough

New PS 332 worries Bayside
City report on school’s construction sparks complaints on traffi c, home values 

JINGLE BELL BOULEVARD

From anti-LGBT graffiti 
in Astoria to swastikas in a 
Maspeth, bias incidents have 
risen in western Queens and 
across the city since Election 
Day. But when Astoria resi-
dent Soha Salama became the 
third woman targeted in anti-
Muslim attacks in a week, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio pointed 

the finger at President-elect 
Donald Trump’s campaign 
rhetoric and threats to deport 
Muslims.

“You can’t have a candi-
date for president single out 
groups of Americans nega-
tively and not have some ram-
ifications,” de Blasio said, 
adding that while Trump 

disavowed white supremacist 
groups, he should do more. 
“A few times recently the 
president-elect has spoken 
out against it and he needs 
to keep doing that,” de Blasio 
said. “The temperature has to 
be brought down.” 

See Page 5 for coverage.
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Big Rock Wetland in 
the northern section of Udalls 
Cove is a stretch of reeds and 
grass at the mouth of Little 
Neck Bay where pollution has 
led to environmental change. 

 A restoration effort kicked 
off Saturday to bring back 
shellfish and spartina grass 
negatively affected by land-
fills and water run-off from 
the city. State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) with Catherine 
Bealin of the Douglas Manor 
Environmental Association 
and Udalls Cove Preservation 
Committee President Walter 
Mugdan led the event at Alley 
Pond Environmental Center, 
where hundreds of students 
from surrounding schools 
were exposed to the scientific 
process of data gathering. 

Natural wetland in the re-
gion would consist of spartina 
grass and shellfish enjoying 
the shallow, muddy water and 
filter pollutants. According to 
Bealin, the shellfish no longer 
live in the cove and the grass 
has given way to phragmite, 
an invasive species of reed 
known to flourish in polluted 
waters and a symptom of poor 
water quality and decreased 
salinity from freshwater run-
off from roadways.

“The project itself would 
first look at how to address 
the issue of why the phragmite 
is there to begin with instead 
of the spartina,” Bealin said. 
“The project itself will be look-
ing at why there was replace-
ment [of spartina with phrag-
mite] and how we can mitigate 
it and get the spartina back, 
but it would also be looking at 
relandscaping the land to re-
habilitate it.”

Mussels and oysters serve 
as an anchor for spartina, but 
are no longer at the site.

The current conditions at 
Big Rock are the result of mid-

century landfills, which dam-
aged the previously balanced 
environment of the six-acre 
site now containing about two 
acres of degraded tidal wet-
land.

About 350 students com-
bined from PS 98 and MS 67 
were the highlight of Satur-
day’s kick-off, Bealin said, 
explaining how the event pres-
ents a unique opportunity for 
them to learn about the meth-
ods scientists use to collect 
data to monitor and improve 
environmental conditions.

Science, technology, engi-
neering and math education is 
expected to continue at the site 
as restoration progresses.

“As vice chair of the New 
York State Senate’s Environ-
mental Conservation Com-
mittee, I am proud to see the 
schools in my district take a 
step towards stimulating youth 
participation in the planning, 
development, use, and main-
tenance of local parks and 

wetland areas,” Avella said. 
“Creating a curriculum to get 
children engaged in the envi-
ronment is important for our 
community. I applaud DMEA’s 
efforts and hope they are repli-
cated in schools across the city 
to foster a love of the environ-
ment in our children.”

Save the Sound, an orga-
nization which uses data to 
rate the water quality of inlets 
along the shore, has consis-
tently given the Big Rock an 
“F” on its annual Long Island 
Sound Report Card.

“The community in general 
has never been proactive about 
caring for the shoreline,” Bea-
lin said. “So this is our first at-
tempt at proactively shoring it 
up for storms and making the 
water cleaner, and looking at 
this idea of bringing back na-
tive species.”

According to the environ-
mental association, Avella has 
pledged to seek funding for the 
restoration. 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Traffic and noise from 
booze cruises in the har-
bor were the main topic of 
conversation at the Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers Civic 
Association meeting last 
week.

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside), state Assem-
blyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) and Richard Gip-
petti from the Department 
of Transportation’s Queens-
borough commissioner office 
attended the meeting and an-
swered residents’ questions 
and concerns. 

Gippetti said there have 
been a lot of calls to the DOT 
about speeding. 

“One of the bigger issues 
in Whitestone is speeding,” 
Gippetti said. “We get a lot 
of requests for stop signs to 
curb speeding. I bring this 
up because stop signs are not 
meant to curb speeding—  
stop signs are to assign the 
right of way of vehicles.”

One resident asked if 
speed limit signs could be 
posted on Clintonville Street, 
where she said school buses 
from Vallo Transportation 
drive by at full speeds, not 
following the speed limit and 
endangering pedestrians.

“The speed limit is 25 mph 

unless otherwise posted,” Gip-
petti said. “You can always 
request speed limit signs 
from the DOT, but I think you 
might get a response to the 
tune of “the speed is 25 mph 
unless otherwise posted”. We 
would look into speed humps, 
but Clintonville is a bus route 
so we cant put speed humps.”

One man was critical of 
the newly installed street 
lights. He said the new LED 
lights are fine, but they need 
a diffuser so that the light 
spreads and is brighter. 

“It acts like a spotlight 
not a floodlight,” he said. “A 
diffuser makes it spread like 
a floodlight, especially in 
the Whitestone community, 
where there are several trees 
in the neighborhood. You can 
be 20-feet away from the light 
and be pitch black. Last week 
I popped the hood of my wife’s 
car and I had to get a flash-
light, I was only 10 feet away 
from the light and it was to-
tally useless. Mechanically, it 
should sit a few inches lower 
and with a diffuser.” 

Gippetti said the point of 
switching to LED lights was 
to make it more efficient, but 
he agreed it can get dark. 

“You can request a light-
ing adequacy survey,” he told 
the member. “I would make 

Assemblyman Edward Braunstein speaks to Whitestone residents 
Photo by Gina Martinez

Walter Mugdan, president of the Udalls Cove Preservation Committee, 
gives students from PS 98 and MS 67 a tour of Udalls Cove from the 
Douglaston side, the first event of a major preservation project.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Whitestone Taxpayers
discuss harbor noise

Rescue for Big Rock 
Advocates kick off program to revive Udalls wetland
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BY MARK HALLUM

Entertainer Nick Cannon 
and Grammy-nominated mu-
sician Gavin DeGraw toured 
the St. Mary’s Hospital for 
Children facility in Bayside 
Wednesday in a lead up to 
their annual benefit concert 
in Manhattan. 

Cannon, who serves on the 
board of directors, hosted a 
brief performance in the lobby 
of the hospital at 29-01 216th 
St. by artists Confidence and 
The Craig Lewis Band from 
“America’s Got Talent” and 
later handed out gifts to the 
patients.

“I get to come here every 
couple of months, I wish I 
could come more. But to see 
the smiles on everyone’s faces, 
from the children to the amaz-
ing staff, to the amazing fami-
lies that support these amazing 
children ... it truly is special,” 
Cannon said. “No matter what 
is going on in the world, I can 
come in here and actually see 
a smile on these kids’ faces. It 

puts everything in the proper 
perspective.”

According to Victoria Fal-
cone, a spokeswoman for St. 
Mary’s, Cannon is familiar 
with the patients to the point 
of knowing many of them by 
name, but the frequency of 
his visits does not diminish 
the children’s enthusiasm for 
spending time with the celeb-
rity. 

“Our kids don’t really get 
to leave here and this is their 
home, so being able to bring 
something special like this, 
where Nick will come and see 
them in their home ...  It’s so 
special because they don’t get 
this often.” Falcone said, “He 
knows these kids by name. It’s 
so special because these kids, 
they have rough lives, so being 
able to bring this much joy and 
happiness really helps”

 Wednesday morning’s 
event was followed by a benefit 
concert by Cannon and De-
Graw at Mercedes-Benz Man-
hattan. 

“St. Mary’s is the largest 

provider of long-term care for 
children with complex medical 
conditions in New York. This 
concert is a great way to cel-
ebrate our achievements while 
pushing ourselves to continue 
providing the very best care,” 
said Dr. Edwin Simpser, the 
CEO. “Quality health care is 
expensive. Through our gen-
erous donors our patients have 
one less [thing] to worry about. 
They can focus on what is im-
portant — their children.”

The benefit concert will 
raise money for St. Mary’s so 
that the not-for-profit health-
care organization can con-
tinue providing intensive re-
habilitation, specialized care 
and education to children with 
life-limiting conditions.

St. Mary’s treats children 
throughout the metropolitan 
area through a network of in-
patient, home care and com-
munity programs through 
their pediatric health system.

Nick Cannon, Gavin DeGraw host an event at St. Mary's Hospital 
for Children prior to their annual benefit in Manhattan. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Celebrities entertain kids at Bayside hospital
Nick Cannon, Gavin DeGraw connect with patients at St. Mary’s for holiday concert

718-263-0136
Learn more at 

www.drhleap.com

Carlos Hleap, M.D.
OBGYN - FACOG 

Announcing

NEW OFFICE LOCATION
110-34 70TH ROAD

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

Servicing the community for over 20 YEARS!

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

New Yorkers at or below 
the poverty line would be un-
duly burdened by proposed 
subway and bus fare hikes, 
according to members of the 
public who spoke at an MTA 
hearing  at York College in 
Jamaica Monday evening.

Elected officials and com-
munity members alike railed 
against the lack of commuter 
options in southeast Queens, 
questioning where they could 
find a return on their invest-
ment into the public transit 
system.

“The service we receive 
is unacceptable,” South Ja-
maica resident Michelle Hall 
said. “You start saying, ‘do I 
buy this food for my family or 
do I pay for the Metrocard so 
I can get to the job and I can 
pay for my maintenance and 
my rent?’”

Many MTA board mem-
bers were on hand for the 
event, including Chairman 
Thomas Prendergast and 
Vice Chairman Fernando 
Ferrer. The MTA is consider-
ing two options for increases 
to fares and tolls over the next 
two years, which the agency 
said would be the lowest pro-
jected increase since 2009.

The first plan would main-
tain the base fare at $2.75, 
with a 5 percent round-trip 
bonus. With Plan B, the base 
fare would increase to $3 
with a 16 percent round-trip 
bonus. Monthly Metrocards 
would reflect a fare increase 
in both plans. The increases 
will be voted on in Janu-
ary and could be enacted in 
March.

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
criticized the state of public 

BY BILL PARRY

A New York state court 
blocked the city from destroy-
ing personal records of 900,000 
IDNYC cardholders after two 
Republican lawmakers from 
Staten Island filed a lawsuit 
Monday. City officials had 
been considering destroying 
copies of passports, birth cer-
tificates, educational records 
and other documents submit-
ted by applicants for the mu-
nicipal identification cards if 
President-elect Donald Trump 
moves forward with plans to 
deport illegal immigrants.

“The court has temporar-
ily barred the city from doing 
away with records associated 
with the IDNYC program,” 
City Hall spokeswoman Rose-
mary Boeglin said. “The may-
or is absolutely committed to 
protecting the security of our 

data. As we continue to review 
all of our options, we are con-
fident that we can keep the 
IDNYC data private.”

The city will no longer re-
quire such personal informa-
tion from those who apply for 

IDNYC. A state judge will de-
cide whether to extend the stay 
after both sides file additional 
court papers by Dec. 21.

The intrigue began Mon-
day when Republican Assem-
bly members Nicole Malliota-
kis and Ron Castorina filed 
the lawsuit in Staten Island 
Supreme Court citing state 
public-records laws.

When IDNYC was intro-
duced in 2015, the New York 
Civil Liberties Union warned 
the city to retain as little in-
formation as possible. It is be-
lieved nearly half of the card-
holders are undocumented 
immigrants.

“If you look at the original 
legislation, which is the law of 
this city, it was quite clear we 
were not going to be -- we were 
not going to allow ourselves to 
be in a situation where those 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Two years after a Staten Is-
land grand jury cleared officer 
Daniel Pantaleo of any wrong-
doing in the chokehold death 
of Eric Garner, The National 
Action Network held a rally 
for justice on the steps of City 
Hall last week.

City Councilmen Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillside), Ju-
maane Williams (D-Brooklyn) 
and Robert Cornegy (D- Brook-
lyn) introduced legislation 
that would criminalize the 
use of chokeholds by police. So 
far the bill has 28 co-sponsors 
and the rally was an attempt 
to garner more support for the 
measure, which Mayor Bill de 
Blasio has already vowed to 
veto.

Garner died in July 2014 
in Staten Island  after being 
placed in a chokehold as he 
was being arrested for sell-
ing loose cigarettes in front 
of a grocery store. Pantaleo 
put Garner in a chokehold for 
15 seconds after Garner told 
police he was tired of being 
targeted and resisted arrest. 
Garner, a heavyset man, re-

peated ‘I can’t breathe’ as Pan-
taleo and three other officers 
restrained him on the ground. 
He died waiting for an am-
bulance. The entire incident 
was caught on tape and made 
national headlines. Protesters 

questioned the excessive force 
used on Garner who did not ap-
pear to pose a physical threat 
to any of the officers. The use 
of the chokehold was criticized 
by lawmakers and the fight to 
outlaw it continues. 

The NYPD Patrol Guide for-
bids the use of the chokehold, 
but there is still no law against 
it. De Blasio has supported offi-
cers using the chokehold when 
the situation called for it.

Garner’s mother, Gwen 

Carr, attended the rally and 
called for the choke hold legis-
lation to be passed into law.

“We need the chokehold 
ban to be legislation, not pol-
icy,” she said last Friday. “It 
can’t help my son now, but it 
may help your son. It’s been 
two years tomorrow that there 
was no indictment, no justice, 
no accountability. So now we 
need to change. We’re here to-
day to speak about the choke-
hold bill. And we don’t need 
policy, we have policy. We need 
to pass legislation.”

Lancman, Chairman of the 
Courts & Legal Services Com-
mittee, said chokeholds are be-
ing used too frequently by po-
lice with little repercussions.

“Eric Garner’s family de-
serves justice and instead of 
receiving it, our city has added 
loopholes to make it easier for 
officers to justify using choke-
holds,” he said. “The number 
of chokehold complaints re-
ceived and substantiated by 
the Civilian Complaint Review 
Board is troubling proof that 
officers are using this banned 
move and facing little to no re-

Councilman Rory Lancman introduced legislation that would criminalize the use of chokeholds by 
police. Photo courtesy of Rory Lancman

A pair of Staten Island lawmakers 
sue the de Blasio administration to 
prevent him from purging the re-
cords of the IDNYC program.

MTA talks fare hikes 
at Jamaica hearing

City shifts policy on IDNYC
after documents lawsuit fi led

Pols push for chokehold measure 
Eric Garner’s mother joins Lancman at City Hall rally to show support for passage of bill 

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 44
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Organizations and immi-

grant groups came together 
for a march though Queens to 
declare a hate-free zone last 
week. 

Beginning at Diversity 
Plaza in Jackson Heights and 
ending in Corona, nearly 1,000 
people were involved in the 
demonstration against the  
policies proposed by Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump as 
well as his controversial cabi-
net picks.

Muslim, Jewish, LGBTQ, 
Latino, South Asian, Asian, 
and black organizations were 
present at the opening news 
conference led by Ana liza 
Caballes, deputy director for 
Desis Rising Up and Moving, 
a group dedicated to helping 
low-wage immigrants through 
social and policy change. City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) delivered 
remarks expressing solidarity 
with the protesters.

“I feel that we here, the peo-
ple who came to this rally to-
night, have something to show 
the rest of America, which is 
that we can all live together in 
peace and harmony,” Dromm 
said last Friday. “We all will 
stand united in this battle. And 
I must say, that as the Council 
member in this district, I will 
do everything in my power to 

resist the Islamophobic, the 
homophobic, the misogynis-
tic policies and agenda of the 
Trump administration.”

 Trump has expressed his 
desire to exclude Muslims and 
Hispanic people through heavy 
immigration vetting, while his 
Mike Pence signed into effect 
the Religious Freedom Act de-
signed to allow business own-
ers to bar LGBTQ people on 
religious grounds while gov-
ernor of Indiana. During the 
campaign, audio surfaced of 
Trump admitting to using his 
celebrity status to take grope 

women with women without 
consent. Dromm added that he 
and other members of the City 
Council were meeting to dis-
cuss ways to mobilize against 
policies which President-elect 
Trump may be looking to en-
act.

Jewish Voice for Peace, 
an organization which op-
poses bigotry in all forms,  is 
campaigning against Steve 
Bannon being tapped as chief 
White House strategist for 
the Trump administration for 
his Islamophobic views and 

BY BILL PARRY

After two instances of anti-
LGBT graffiti were discovered 
in Astoria last weekend, one 
elected official took immedi-
ate action and then announced 
plans to continue to organize 
his community to respond to 
the rise of hate crimes, big-
otry and bullying in western 
Queens since Election Day.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
received news of another trou-
bling bias incident in western 
Queens Sunday. Someone had 
scrawled “kill fags & dykes” 
on a poster for World Pride in 
Madrid, Spain, at a bus stop on 
Steinway Street near 31st Av-
enue in Astoria.

Van Bramer alerted the au-
thorities and gathered some 

window cleaner and a sponge 
and removing the offending 
graffiti himself.

“Hate crimes are on the 
rise. It’s on all of us to step up 

and say loud and clear that 
these are not our values and 
this is not normal,” Van Bram-
er said. “When a constituent 
notified me of the hateful and 
homophobic graffiti on this 
bus shelter, I reported it imme-
diately, but couldn’t stand to 
see it up a second longer—so 
I cleaned it up myself. I know 
that in Queens we value and 
celebrate our differences, and 
when we come together, love 
will always trump hate.”

Later Sunday, state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
was made aware of the same 
message defacing a second bus 
stop in Astoria, near 30th Ave-
nue and 36th Street. He alerted 
authorities who removed it im-
mediately.

“I will not allow hostility 

BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD’s Hate Crimes 
Task Force is investigat-
ing a possible bias inci-
dent that left an Astoria 
woman bruised, sore and 
frightened. The 45-year-old 
mother of four was called a 
“terrorist,” shoved down a 
staircase and injured dur-
ing an apparent anti-Muslim 
attack at Grand Central Sta-
tion early Monday morning, 
according to the NYPD. 

Soha Salama, an MTA 
station agent originally 
from Egypt, was riding a 
Manhattan-bound No. 7 
subway train when she was 
first accosted by a 5-foot-10 
Hispanic man around 6:20 
a.m.

“A person approached 
her, called her a terror-
ist and said she should not 
be working in the city,” an 
NYPD spokesman said. A 
sketch of the suspect was 
released by the NYPD Tues-
day. He is described as 25 to 
35 years old, 5-foot-9 to 6-foot, 
150 to 180 lbs., and was last 
seen wearing a dark colored 
jacket, and a black knitted 
winter hat.

Salama was on her way 
to work wearing an MTA 
uniform and a traditional 
Muslim headdress, known 
as a hijab. As she left the 
subway in Grand Central, 
the suspect followed her and 
pushed her down the flight 
of stairs, injuring her ankle 
and her knee but not break-
ing any bones, police said.

“I wasn’t able to say any-
thing. I was running for my 
life,” Salama told report-

ers. “I was afraid he was 
going to throw me down on 
the tracks or do more bad 
to me than he already did. 
I think this hate was raised 
after the election. During 
the Obama administration 
this hate wasn’t there. It’s 
because of the hate speeches 
we hear on the media. In the 
20 years I live here, I didn’t 
experience something like 
that. As soon as the election 
and Mr. Trump spreads this 
hate speech around it’s dif-
ferent now. He leads the peo-
ple in the wrong direction.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
agreed, placing the blame 
for the surge in hate crimes 
on the president-elect. Chief 
Robert Boyce cited statistics 
that showed a 115 percent in-
crease in hate crimes in New 
York City since Election Day 
to 43 cases compared to 20 in 
November 2015.

“Do I blame Donald 
Trump for using hate speech 
during his campaign? Abso-
lutely -- he did. It is a fact,” 
de Blasio said. “He said hor-
rible things about Muslims, 
horrible things about Mexi-
can Americans. I don’t need 
to recount what happened 
for a year and a half in this 
country. We can’t airbrush 
that out of our history. It 
was not acceptable. We now 
need to work with him and 
he has a chance to make it 
better by amending his com-
ments and being a force of 
reconciliation. I think he 
has to do more of that.”

Following Monday’s at-
tack on Salama, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo asked the MTA 
to work with the NYPD to 

investigate the incident as 
a hate crime.

“This is the great state 
of New York, we welcome 
people of all cultures, cus-
toms, and creeds with open 
arms. We do not allow intol-
erance or fear to divide us 
because we know diversity 
is our strength and we are 
at our best when we stand 
united,” Cuomo said. “The 
work of the Hate Crimes 
Task Force has never been 
more urgent and we will 
continue to crack down on 
this type of criminal be-
havior. I wish a speedy re-
covery for the victim, and I 
want to let her know we are 
seeking justice for her and 
for all New Yorkers.”

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
scrubs away anti-LGBT graffi-
ti found on Steinway Street be-
fore hundreds of kids who walk by 
could see the message. 
Courtesy of Council member Van Bramer

Police released this sketch of a 
man wanted for questioning in 
the attack on a hijab-wearing 
MTA worker from Queens at Grand 
Central Terminal.  NYPD

Immigrant and ethnic groups in Queens rallied in Jackson Heights to pro-
test proposed policies by the Trump administration. Photo by Mark Hallum

Astoria mom targeted
in anti-Muslim attack

More bias incidents in Astoria

March against hate
Protesters gather in Jax Heights to stand against discrimination

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60
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The Kew Gardens Cinema will host the first Kew Gardens Festival of Cinema from Aug. 4-13, 
2017. Photo by Saul Sudin

Kew Gardens gets 
its own fi lm festival

BAYSIDE BRANCH
929-373-4358

215-45 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

FORT LEE BRANCH
201-720-8166

1636 Parker Ave., Fort Lee, NJ 07024

NOW OPEN!

www.metrocitybank.com
SBA Preferred Lender

CDARS Member

SPECIAL 14
MONTH CD
1.35% APY*

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum $1,000 to Open. 
A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. The rate is effective 
as of September 02, 2016 and subject to change without notice. This 

Special CD is only available at Fort Lee and Bayside Branch!

Residential Mortgage Loans 
(NMLS#874399)

Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288
Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-639-7006

SBA Loans
Commercial Loans 

Kenny Hong
201-720-8132

METRO CITY BANK

To See All of Our Branch Locations, Please Visit

BY STEVE BARNES

A new film festival is making its de-
but in Queens next year, but aspiring 
borough filmmakers already have a 
chance to get in on the act.

The Kew Gardens Festival of Cin-
ema will run from Aug. 4-13 at the Kew 
Gardens Cinema at 81-05 Lefferts Blvd. 
The festival’s organizers say that while 
it will be the first-ever film festival to 
be held in Kew Gardens, the scope of 
its films will cover the international 
as well as the local.

“We aspire to draw not only art-
ists and filmmakers from around New 
York City, but from all over the world,” 
said Jayson Simba, the festival’s found-
er and director and a Glendale native. 
“We are giving the residents of Kew 
Gardens and its surrounding neighbor-
hoods the opportunity to experience 
Hollywood in their own backyard.”

Having appeared as the backdrop 
for such films as “Goodfellas” and 
“Spider Man” as well as a range of 
TV shows that includes “The Good 
Wife”and “Blue Bloods,” Kew Gardens 
is also known for such home-grown tal-
ent as Ray Romano and Rodney Dan-
gerfield. The festival is hoping to add a 
few new names to that list by the time 
the festival is over.

Simba emphasizes the spirit of in-
dependence that he sees as a central 
focus of the festival. 

“We want to see the work of film-
makers and their teams who have 
poured their blood, sweat and tears 
into making their vision come to life,” 
he said. “Our goal is to remind people 
why film festivals exist in the first 
place—to give otherwise unknown 
filmmakers the opportunity to screen 
their film in front of large audiences 

and have their work seen.”
The festival is aiming to show more 

than 100 short- and feature-length 
films in such genres as documentary, 
horror, comedy, animation and experi-
mental. Each film will be judged by a 
jury of industry professionals. 

In addition to screening films, the 
festival organizers say there will be 
filmmaker Q&A’s after each screen-
ing as well as industry panels featur-
ing some top names in independent 
cinema discussing strategies for mak-
ing it in the film business. Industry 
figures who have expressed interest 
in participating are Lloyd Kaufman, 
founder of TROMA films; Larry Fes-
senden, actor/writer/director/produc-
er with Glass Eye Pix; and  Joe Minion, 
writer of “Vampire’s Kiss” and “After 
Hours.”

Winners in every category will 
receive their awards at a gala on the 
festival’s last night. The event is set to 
be held in the rooftop penthouse of Ter-
race on the Park in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

Submissions for the festival are 
already being accepted. The final sub-
mission deadline is April 23, but to 
get a break on entry fees filmmakers 
should submit their works by Jan. 8. 
Entries can be submitted for the follow-
ing categories: narrative short (40 min 
or under), documentary short (40 min 
or under), documentary feature, narra-
tive feature, animation, experimental 
foreign feature and student film.

For more information on how to 
submit a film to the Kew Gardens 
Festival of Cinema, or just to find out 
about its programming, visit http://
www.kewgardensfestivalofcinema.
com/ or check out their video at http://
bit.ly/2gIVG65.
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It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your Car 

Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company Cannot 
Direct You Otherwise

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

   Insurance Company’s Drive-In Claim Service

  Final Or Binding

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the  

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel 

for low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 
and urge him to support the Right to 
Council bill now!
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BY BILL PARRY

Thousands of New 
Yorkers who suffer from 
chronic pain will be able 
to seek relief with medi-
cal marijuana after the 
state Health Department 
agreed to loosen strict 
eligibility rule. The DOH  
will develop a proposed 
regulatory amendment, 
which will include lan-
guage specifying the 
chronic pain conditions 
that will qualify for med-
ical marijuana. 

“After conducting a 
thorough review of the 
scientific literature, it 
became clear that there 
may be certain benefits 
in the use of medical mar-
ijuana by patients suffer-
ing from chronic pain,” 
Health Commissioner Dr. 
Howard A. Zucker said. 
“Medical marijuana is al-
ready helping thousands 
of patients across New 
York State, and adding 
chronic pain as a quali-
fying condition will help 
more patients and   fur-
ther strengthen the pro-
gram.”

At Vireo Health New 
York, the company that 
operates the Queens Pa-
tient Center in Elmhurst, 
the only dispensary of 
cannabis-based medica-
tion products,  , execu-
tives were pleased the 
program will be expand-
ed.

“The announcement 
is welcome news for New 
Yorkers suffering from 
chronic pain,” Vireo 
Health of New York CEO 
Ari Hoffnung said. “Pa-
tients struggling with 
pain deserve more treat-
ment options and it is 
our hope that medical 
marijuana will help ad-
dress one of the biggest 
public health challenges 
facing our State -- the 
opioid crisis.”

Cannabis-based medi-
cations are seen as a bet-
ter choice for relieving 
chronic pain than opioid 
drugs which are danger-
ous, addictive and have 
serious side effects. The 
current qualifying con-
ditions are cancer, HIV 
infection or AIDS, amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s disease, 
multiple sclerosis, dam-
age to the nervous tissue 
of the spinal cord with 
objective neurological 
indication of intractable 
spasticity, epilepsy, in-
flammatory bowel dis-
ease, neuropathies, and 
Huntington’s disease.

The pharmaceutical 
grade cannabis-based 
products distributed 
at the Queens Patient 
Center, located at 89-55 
Queens Blvd., comes in 
pills, vaporized oils and 
sprays dispensed by li-
censed pharmacists.

“We applaud the De-
partment of Health’s de-
cision and are ready to 
serve patients with chron-
ic pain,” Vireo Health 
Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Stephen Dahmer said. 
“We will continue to ad-
vocate for measures that 
improve patient access 
to dependable and safe 
medical cannabis and 
improve the quality of life 
for New Yorkers suffering 
from life-threatening and 
debilitating diseases.”

Vireo Health of New 
York was awarded one of 
five licenses in the state 
to manufacture and pro-
vide the cannabis-based 
products under the 
state’s Compassionate 
Care Act that was signed 
into law by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo in 2014. Distribu-
tion of the medication 
is conducted according 
to a very strict protocol 
under the auspices of the 
state Board of Health.

Medical marijuana
program expanding

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

Vireo Health of New York operates the borough's only dis-
pensary of cannabis-based medications now available to 
patients suffering from chronic pain. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Legal Hand Project’s 
Jamaica clinic, which marks 
one year in the neighborhood 
this month, moved into a new 
space more conducive to the 
services the group offers in 
October. 

Jennie G. Kim, the proj-
ect’s staff attorney, stressed 
that all were welcome.

“Everyone is a walk-in,” 
she said. “We are a great first 
place to come to.”

Legal Hand operates in 
Queens and Brooklyn and is 
run by the Center for Court 
Innovation via a collabora-
tion with the Legal Aid So-
ciety, Legal Services NYC 
and New York Legal Assis-
tance Group. The clinics 
occupy storefronts in New 
York neighborhoods, offering 
referrals and assistance as 
needed on a range of issues. 
Kim said housing was a pri-
mary concern in Jamaica, 
estimating that about 60 per-
cent of walk-ins had questions 
about their rights as tenants 
and homeowners.

Kim said southeast Queens 
residents often faced evic-
tion issues. Some landlords, 
Kim said, illegally refused 
to accept Section 8 vouchers 
or other government issued-
subsidies, while other land-
lords would refuse to make 
necessary fixes to tenants’ 
apartments in the hopes that 
they would leave.

“In rent-stabilized places 
we see this on a regular ba-
sis. Though in New York, 
we have more means to deal 
with landlords, it’s still a 
very slow process,” she said, 
noting that the elderly were 
particularly endangered by 
unscrupulous practices by 
landlords. “They deliberately 
target these folks and look to 

not do repairs to force them 
out.”

The clinic shared space 
with Community Mediation 
Services at 89-64 163rd St. 
after opening on Dec. 18 last 
year, but acquired a spacious 
store at 149-13 Jamaica Ave. 
and opened there in October. 
The new space is a block from 
Rufus King Park and a few 
steps from Queens County 
Family Court. Jose Torres, 
the volunteer coordinator for 
the site, said about 10 volun-
teers worked at the center, 
with a range of expertise to 
assist people who walk in.

“We want the community 
to assist the community,” he 
said. “If you teach one, you’ll 
teach multiple people, and the 
community becomes their 
own empowering source.”

Kim and Torres said they 
are continuing to do out-
reach in the surrounding 
area, from handing out fliers 
to coordinating with commu-
nity boards and the Jamaica 
Community Partnership. 
Kim said she also spoke to lo-
cal mosques about potential 
issues of discrimination. Tor-
res said the clinic was hoping 
to prepare “city sanctuary 
maps” for individuals to help 
them learn where they can 
obtain social services and 
plans to begin hosting regu-
lar “Know Your Rights” sem-
inars in January. 

Kim said they were also 
intending to hold informa-
tion sessions on next year’s 
Inauguration Day to inform 
people of their rights, par-
ticularly when it comes to the 
status of undocumented New 
Yorkers.

“We are one of the sanc-
tuary cities, so one thing we 
need to be talking about is 
how do we protect our people. 

BY BILL PARRY

After protesting the city’s 
plan to convert the Holiday 
Inn Express into a homeless 
shelter every weeknight since 
mid-August, the Maspeth-
Middle Village Task Force an-
nounced a change in strategy 
Sunday. 

The group will no longer 
hold rallies in front of the 55th 
Road location. Instead they 
will continue to take road trips 
to protest at hotel owner Har-
shad Patel’s home and those of 
his business partners as well 
as other communities that are 
part of its growing coalition of 
anti-shelter civic associations.

“We realized that we were 
keeping paying customers 
away from the hotel, which in 
turn freed up more rooms for 
DHS to rent,” Juniper Park 
Civic Association President 
Bob Holden said. “By bringing 
the protests to the doorsteps of 
Harshad Patel and his cronies, 
we will let them know that we 
are not backing down until 
they end their relationship 
with the city and the Acacia 
Network at the Maspeth Holi-
day Inn Express.”

Patel’s New Ram Realty is 
facing a lawsuit by property 
owner KCM Realty after Patel 
rented 30 rooms to the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services to 
house 30 single men beginning 
Oct. 10. DHS is now renting 39 
rooms to house 78 homeless in-
dividuals.

On Saturday, Holden and 
the task force rented a bus and 
traveled to Windsor Terrace in 
Brooklyn for their fourth visit 
to the home of Department of 

Social Services Commissioner 
Steven Banks, who oversees 
DHS. They were joined by rep-
resentatives of other neighbor-
hoods in the coalition, includ-
ing Elmhurst, South Jamaica, 
Ozone Park and Richmond 
Hill.

“As of this morning, the 
NYC Department of Social Ser-
vices reported a total of 60,579 
people living in the shelter sys-
tem. This figure is much high-
er than the day Commissioner 
Banks took over the office a 
year ago,” Holden said. “Just 
like in the ‘80s, hotel shelters, 
such as Maspeth’s Holiday Inn 
Express, do not work -- they’re 
expensive, they are not de-
signed to function as shelters, 
and they have neither the ad-
equate security to protect nor 
the social services to help the 
residents.”

Protester after protester de-
manded Banks come up with 
real solutions to alleviating 
the homeless problem, includ-
ing construction of affordable 
housing on unused city land, 
or else resign.

Holden dismissed Banks’ 
latest program known as Home 
For the Holidays, in which 
the city would pay family and 
friends of homeless families to 
house them.

“I think it’s strange offer-
ing money to take in families,” 
Holden said. “It’s another sign 
of him doing damage control 
with programs to reduce the 
number of people in the sys-
tem. Look, Banks is not a bad 
man, he’s just not a good man-
ager.”

Another issue raised dur-
ing the rally was the calibre of 

people in the system. Two men 
from Park Slope in Brooklyn 
told a cautionary tale of the city 
converting hotels into shelters 
in their neighborhood.

Delvis Valdes recalled that 
in the first 30 years he lived in 
the neighborhood their were 
only two hotels. In the last 
five years a dozen more have 
opened with another currently 
under construction.

“You tell me that’s for tour-
ists? Last I checked Sunset 
Park, although it’s a wonder-
ful neighborhood, is not at the 
top of the list of tourist attrac-
tions in New York City,” Valdes 
said. “We don’t have a need for 
all these hotels in Sunset Park 
unless it’s for the mayor to 
come in and contract out those 
rooms. This nonsense has got 
to stop.”

Richard Villar said more of 
these hotels would be convert-
ed into shelters presenting a 
danger to the community.

“There was a child mo-
lester living at the 49th Street 
Sleep and (provider) Samari-
tan Village said no way -- they 
lied,” he said. The city refused 
to admit it had placed con-
victed child molester Daunte 
Gonzales in the facility near 
three public schools, but offi-
cials with the state’s Division 
of Criminal Justice Services, 
which tracks predators for the 
state’s sex-offender registry, 
confirmed he was living there 
in early November and since 
moved to Manhattan.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) discovered 
a Level 2 sex offender living 
in the Corona Holiday Inn 

Jose Torres, Legal Hand's volunteer coordinator (l) and staff attor-
ney Jennie Kim say the legal clinic is for all New Yorkers. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

The Maspeth shelter protesters rally outside Department of Social Services Commissioner Steven Banks’ 
house for a fourth time.  Photo by Bill Parry

Maspeth ends rallies
Protesters change strategy hitting the road instead

Jamaica legal clinic 
celebrates one year

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20
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gFLUSHING—Police were search-
ing for two suspects in a Flushing 
grand larceny.

According to police, on Nov. 16 at 
12:09 a.m. at Sparkling Supermarket 
at133-63 41st Road the two suspects 
stood behind a 56-year-old victim as 
she shopped. They then unzipped her 
pocketbook and took an iPhone valued 
at $900, according to police. 

Police described the first suspect as 
an adult male with a light complexion 

and dark hair. He was last seen wear-
ing a dark colored baseball cap, multi-
colored scarf and a black jacket. 

The second suspect is described as 
an adult Hispanic female with brown 
hair. She was last seen wearing black 
pants, a dark-colored scarf and a dark 
colored full length jacket. 

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477)

ELMHURST - Police were looking 
for a pair of armed robbers who held 
up an Elmhurst cellphone store Sat-
urday. Two men entered the T-Mobile 
store located at 86-16 Queens Boule-
vard around 5:30 p.m. and displayed a 
black handgun and ordered everyone 
to move to the rear of the store, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

The suspects removed $600 and fled 
the store. One of the employees gave 
chase, but one of the suspects fired a 
shot towards him.

No one was injured and the suspects 
got away, police said.

Investigators described the first 
suspect as a black man, 5-foot-10 with 
a dark complexion and a Caeser-style 
haircut. He was last seen wearing a 
black baseball cap, a black face mask, 
a black hooded sweatshirt, black pants 
and tan gloves. The second suspect is 
described as a black man, 6-foot-2 and 
250 pounds with a dark complexion and 
dreadlocks. He was last seen wearing a 
brown coat, a blue hooded sweatshirt, 
black pants, tan shoes and a tan shirt 
over his face.

Armed robbers hit Elmhurst cellphone store

Two suspects sought in Flushing grand larceny

Access to Superb 
Eye and ENT Specialists 
Just Got Easier 

®

Call: 844-218-8649  |  www.nyee.edu/bayside

45-64 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of 

Mount Sinai (NYEE) brings its most 

requested specialty services to 

Queens. With another convenient 

location, Bayside residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose 

and throat care right in the neighborhood.    

This man and woman are wanted in connection with a larceny in the Briarwood E/F subway 
station. Courtesy NYPD

This surveillance photo shows a man want-
ed in connection with a robbery in the 110th 
Precinct. Courtesy NYPD

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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APPLY AND ENROLL FOR SPRING 2017 
DURING EXPRESS DECISION WEEK

December 5 to 10, 2016

Undergraduate Open House
Pharm.D. Information Session and Wet Lab Tour

B.S. in Nursing Information Session and Sim Lab Tour

RSVP at liu.edu/Brooklyn/yes or 718.488.1011

Join us on Saturday,  
Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. for:

Great for All Loved Ones, Family, Friends, 
Neighbors and Co-Workers.

LIMIT TO 30 SPOTS AND THEY WILL FILL UP FAST!
Free exams consist of 30-minute appointments with one of 

our doctors of Physical Therapy. The fi rst 10 who sign up will 
get a FREE book titled “Pain Free Motion”

Do you know 
someone who 
suffers from:

718-747-2019

Located in The Bay Terrace Shopping Center
LARGE FREE PARKING LOT

Transportation for Medicare patients

 
with

FREE EXAMS 

This is our big thank you 
for allowing us to serve you!
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The situation at LaGuardia 
Airport could have been avoided 
had there been some thought and 
planning, but once again incom-
petence has shown up. 

We only have to look at the Air 
Train that feeds the JFK termi-
nals to Jamaica Station. Can you 
imagine if that had not been built, 
considering the endless construc-
tion on the Van Wyck? JFK would 
have to close as the airport would 
be totally inaccessible.

What we should have done 
at LaGuardia before we started 
modernizing it is build another 
Air Train line from Jamaica Sta-
tion up the Grand Central to La-
Guardia. There is no other way. 
Plus, if it made a stop at CitiField 
during the baseball season can 
you imagine the revenue generat-
ed? That would pay for it the first 

season, as it would be accessible 
from Suffolk/Nassau County/
New York City and would allevi-
ate highway congestion.

A similar scenario is possible 
regarding the reactivation of the 
Rockaway-Rego Park LIRR line. 
It would help the people of the 
Rockaways—including Sandy 
victims—to get to Manhattan 
faster. It would also help the peo-
ple of Rego Park, as it would elim-
inate much of the need for the R, 
M, E and F trains, as passengers 
could connect to the main LIRR 
line via a rebuilt Rego Park sta-
tion that would feed straight to 
34th Street-Penn Station.

It would lighten up the conges-
tion on the overcrowded subways, 
bring in people to our shopping 
centers and relieve our congested 
roads. It would also be a much-

needed shot in the arm for our 
economy. I seriously think that 
our infrastructure has got at the 
most 10 years before it comes to 
a grinding hall. The roads today 
are so congested it’s impossible 
to get around. On top of that the 
roads are never maintained or re-
paired until there is no option.

We want the Queens economy 
to work and we have to priori-
tize the important plans that are 
needed, and our transportation 
and infrastructure is the life-
blood of our country/city and it’s 
not being addressed. To ignore it 
would start a degradation of busi-
ness, manufacturing and service-
related jobs in Queens. This could 
happen faster than you think.

William Badger
Rego Park
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This is supposed to be the season of peace and 
goodwill, but a series of hate crimes have marred the 
holiday spirit in Queens, which prides itself on being 
the World’s Borough.

 A Muslim woman who works as an MTA station 
agent was pushed down the stairs Monday as she 
left the No. 7 train in Grand Central by an attacker 
who called her a terrorist.  The Astoria resident was 
wearing a hijab.

 Over the weekend someone scrawled homophobic 
messages on a poster for World Pride in Madrid at an 
Astoria bus stop and defaced another stop nearby.

 In Reiff Playground in Maspeth gold swastikas 
were sprayed on signs near the entrance to the park.  
Anti-Semitic, anti-Christian and anti-police graffiti 
also have appeared in the park.

 Hate crimes have risen by 35 percent since 
Queens native Donald Trump won the presidential 
election after an inflammatory campaign in which 
he targeted Muslims, Hispanics and other immi-
grants as a potential threat to the United States.

 Hundreds of Queens residents took to the streets 
last week to establish a hate-free zone in the heart 
of the borough.  They were joined by demonstrators 
from Muslim, Jewish, LGBT, Asian and South Asian 
groups across the city who marched from Diversity 
Plaza to present a united front as Trump assembled 
his Cabinet.

 Those who have known Trump, a longtime New 
York Democrat before he switched gears and parties, 
claim he is not a racist nor anti-immigrant.  After 
all, he is the son of a Scottish immigrant and has 
married two women from Czechoslovakia.

 But the rhetoric he tweeted and his speeches on the 
campaign trial painted a picture of a predominantly 
white America where the foreign-born were not wel-
come. Trump’s controversial positions have unsealed 
some lips and spray can valves among supporters who 
apparently feel they now are free to express their hate 
- a disturbing development for this city.

 Many, but not all, Queens lawmakers have spoken 
out against the spate of bias incidents. Every elected 
official should take a public stand and condemn 
these acts that have sowed fear in the borough.

 We’re waiting for Trump to denounce the hateful 
intolerance that has surfaced since the election as he 
did with the white nationalist group that resorted to 
Nazi salutes to celebrate his victory in Washington.

 This is not America, it’s not Trump and it’s not 
Queens. He has the power of the presidential bully 
pulpit to deflate the spreading message from these re-
actionaries and take the first step toward reuniting 
the bitterly divided country.

QUEENS FIGHTS HATE

Extend the Air Train to LaGuardia
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READERS WRITE

In the midst of the recent 
presidential election results, 
many of us are wondering 
what the future will look like, 
including the future of the 
Affordable Care Act. Donald 
Trump has promised to re-
peal the Affordable Care Act 
even though over 20 million 
Americans have gained access 
to quality, affordable health 
care coverage since the ACA’s 
enactment in 2010. 

You may be wondering how 
this will affect you and your 
coverage. While the threats 
to the ACA are very real, the 
likelihood that it will be fully 
repealed immediately is slim. 
You still have the opportunity 
to enroll in the New York State 
of Health Marketplace for cov-
erage in 2017. Open enrollment 
began Nov. 1,  meaning that 
you can now enroll, re-enroll 
or change your insurance plan 
until Jan. 31.

At Planned Parenthood of 
New York City we are com-

mitted to helping New Yorkers 
enroll in insurance and get the 
access to the care they need. 
Health insurance protects you 
and your family, which means 
you can get the care you need, 
when you need it, without huge 
medical bills. If you don’t have 
health insurance through a 
job, Medicare, Medicaid, the 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program or another source, 
the New York State of Health 
Marketplace offers a range of 
health insurance plans and fi-
nancial help so you can secure 
the plan that is right for you. 

But with so many different 
plans offered, it can be confus-
ing to know what you qualify 
for. You don’t have to figure it 
out alone – PPNYC can help 
you learn about the ACA and 
your insurance options. At any 
of PPNYC’s health centers, our 
financial counselors can help 
explain your health insur-
ance options, what each plan 
covers, and the protections 

that guarantee you access to 
quality care from trusted pro-
viders, including PPNYC. We 
can also help you determine 
if you qualify for  affordable 
coverage through Medicaid 
or for financial help to buy a 
plan through the Marketplace. 
And even if you already have 
insurance through the Mar-
ketplace, we strongly recom-
mend you check the Market 
Place again. Health insurance 
plans and costs change every 
year and there might be a bet-
ter plan for you for 2017.

At PPNYC, we believe that 
everyone should have access 
to quality, affordable health 
care. Not only has the ACA 
helped get millions of people 
covered, it has also led to bet-
ter health care for all people 
by expanding coverage for 
preventive services. Because 
of the ACA, all insured people, 
including those with private 
health insurance, can get pre-
ventive care (including birth 

control, and breast and cervi-
cal cancer screenings) without 
a co-pay. Millions of New York-
ers have benefitted from the 
ACA’s enactment, and we will 
fight to keep it intact. 

And our fight doesn’t just 
end there. Nearly 1 million 
New Yorkers are still unin-
sured, including many indi-
viduals from our city’s immi-
grant community, because of 
cost or ineligibility due to im-
migration status. At PPNYC, 
we stand with the immigrant 
community, and provide free 
or low-cost services to every-
one, regardless of immigra-
tion status or ability to pay. 
All of our services are confi-
dential and we provide care to 
everyone who walks through 
our doors at any of our five 
centers.

We do not know yet what 
will happen to affordable 
health care in the upcoming 
years. But what is certain is 
that we will keep fighting, 

no matter what, and that our 
doors will stay open as a re-
source for all New Yorkers. We 
offer and will continue to offer 
the full range of sexual and 
reproductive health services 
to all New Yorkers, including 
birth control, STD testing, and 
preventive care like cancer 
screenings. Whether you have 
insurance or not, we will con-
tinue to be a resource for you. 

We invite you to our health 
centers to learn more about 
the ACA and how you can use 
it to get the best health insur-
ance coverage for you and your 
family. To make an appoint-
ment for our reproductive and 
sexual health services or for 
help enrolling in insurance, 
call us at 1-800-230-PLAN or 
visit www.PPNYC.org.

Joan Malin
Planned Parenthood of New 

York City

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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In late 2015, the residents 
of the Brooklyn neighborhood 
Kensington received news that 
a homeless shelter would be go-
ing up in their neighborhood. 
People were concerned. A 
Facebook group formed. Resi-
dents expressed their fears.

One Kensington resident, 
Catherine Barufaldi, ex-
pressed a simple sentiment: 
“How they are welcomed will 
speak volumes about each of 
us and our community as a 
whole.”

Kensington took this call 

to action seriously. The com-
munity’s local Girl Scout 
troop designed welcome cards 
for the shelter’s first residents. 
Others donated gift cards to 
local supermarkets and busi-
nesses, along with cookies, 
toys, games, and diapers. As 
a result of their efforts, they 
have been recognized as a com-
passionate community by the 
Coalition for the Homeless.

Maspeth and Kensington 
are demographically similar 
places. Maspeth, in fact, has 
a higher average income than 

Kensington. The two commu-
nities’ crime rates are identi-
cal. There is no clear reason 
these communities should 
react in such wildly divergent 
ways to the same issue. But 
Kensington threw its time and 
energy into supporting the 
homeless. Maspeth has spent 
its time and energy on con-
stant protests to show them 
just how unwelcome and un-
wanted they are.

Ostensibly, the shelter pro-
tests are about solutions, not 
shelters. Shelters, to be sure, 

are not ideal. Homelessness 
and poverty are complex is-
sues, and it is well within any 
resident’s right to disagree 
with the mayor’s approach to 
these issues. But this rallying 
cry would be much easier to 
take seriously if there was any 
indication that any of these 
protesters were working for 
real solutions. Instead, it is 
transparently clear that the 
groups’ primary concern with 
the Holiday Inn shelter is not 
its lack of kitchens or subway 
service, but its proximity to 

their own backyard.
Thirty-five homeless people 

froze to death on the streets of 
New York last year. These peo-
ple probably would have bene-
fitted from affordable housing 
initiatives. They would have 
benefitted from facilities with 
kitchens. But, first and fore-
most, they needed shelter. In 
winter, lack of shelter kills.

Sarah Jaffe
Maspeth

How one Brooklyn neighborhood welcomed the homeless

Facing the Affordable Care Act’s future
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F
earing the end of the 
DACA program, activists 
and universities scram-
bled to assure young 

people that they would not risk 
deportation under the Trump 
administration.  DACA, which 
stands for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, is a pro-
gram that protects undocu-
mented individuals who were 
brought into this country as 
children and had no say in 
violating immigration law. 
DACA let these children work 
towards legalizing their status 
as well as go to school or join 
the military.

Donald Trump, as a candi-
date, made conflicting state-
ments about immigration 

while campaigning, leaving 
the future of DACA ambigu-
ous. His rhetoric on immigra-
tion, ranging from the fanciful 
“border wall” to a call to end 
birthright citizenship, has 
activists convinced that the 
program’s days are numbered. 
Trump and his surrogates 
have also threatened to use 
federal funding as a bargain-
ing tool against “sanctuary 
cities,” such as New York, that 
decline to cooperate with im-
migration enforcement.  

Even with DACA, protec-
tions for childhood arrivals 
are limited. Adam Crasper, a 
man born in South Korea who 
was adopted at the age of 3, was 
deported in November after 37 
years of living in the United 
States. Though 41 and with a 
family, his adoptive parents 
neglected to file for U.S. citi-
zenship. Abused as a child and 
placed in foster care, Crasper 
committed a few misdemean-
ors in his youth, including 
breaking into his former fos-

ter parent’s house to retrieve 
belongings from his childhood 
in Korea. The Obama admin-
istration, which has deported 
more undocumented persons 
than any other administration, 
stresses that it has prioritized 
those with criminal records 
for deportation. However, little 
protection exists for people 
like Crasper, who now returns 
to a country he doesn’t remem-
ber, not knowing the language 
and leaving his family without 
their father.

On Dec. 2, community 
groups rallied at Diversity Pla-
za, in Jackson Heights to pro-
test growing hostility against 
ethnic and religious minori-
ties. One youth, who gave her 
name as Poonam, spoke at the 
rally and said she was a benefi-
ciary of DACA.

“The current political cli-
mate has increased the uncer-
tainty and fear in all of our 
communities,” she said. 

Community organizations 
anticipate the possibility that 

DACA recipients will lose their 
ability to work and protection 
from deportation. In a press 
release, the Min Kwon Center, 
a Flushing-based community 
center for the Korean- Ameri-
can community, announced 
expanded access to legal ser-
vices, including assistance 
with renewals for those with 
statuses expiring within six 
months. The organization said 
it planned to coordinate with 
other organizations against 
“federal government hostile to 
immigrants in a way not seen 
in generations.”

Area universities also 
moved to assure interna-
tional students and students 
who might be undocumented 
that they were protected.  In a 
statement, Andrew Hamilton, 
president of New York Uni-
versity, reiterated the univer-
sity’s commitment to diversity 
and inclusiveness.  He cited 
New York as a sanctuary city 
and pledged to treat undocu-
mented students as equals “in 

regard to housing, privacy and 
other matters.”

Regardless of federal 
funding, the university will 
continue to provide funding 
to undocumented students.   
Columbia University also 
pledged to protect students 
that lose DACA status or are 
otherwise affected by policy in 
Washington.

Even if President-elect 
Trump discovers a pragmatic 
streak and scales back de-
portations, for hundreds of 
thousands of people the loss of 
DACA is the loss of the right 
to work.  This exacerbates the 
divide between traditional 
employment and cash-based 
employment.  The cash-based 
economy exists without legal 
protections and is notorious 
for exploitation.  The disaffect-
ed voters who put Trump in 
office will find that stripping 
people’s right to work does not 
create jobs for themselves or 
their communities.

O
kay, I did it. I actually 
gave my head a pitying 
shake when a friend 
told me she had just dis-

covered a fantastic restaurant 
in Jackson Heights that sells 
the giant Indian crepes called 
dosas.

“It’s so great!” she said. 
“It’s called — ”

“ Dosa Delight ,” I inter-
rupted, as condescending as 
if she’d just discovered a great 
fast food restaurant called Mc-
Donald’s.

But food pride goeth be-
fore a food fall. Just a day 
later I found myself speaking 
with Katie Sutton, of the food 
trend-watching company (yes, 
there are such things) Food 
and Drink Resources. I’d read 
some of its predictions—egg 
pizza from Georgia (the coun-

try), Japanese cuisine by way 
of Peru, and even fried Brus-
sels sprouts—in an industry 
newsletter called Restaurant 
Hospitality. Could these eats 
truly be coming our way? 

Turns out they’re already 
here—and I’m one of the last 
to know. 

But possibly, so are you.  
For instance, Katie said, 

both coasts are now obsessed 
by Poke, and it isn’t a virtual 
reality game on your phone. 
It’s a Hawaiian dish consisting 
of cubes of raw fish marinated 
in sauce and served in a bowl, 
sometimes with rice. 

There are already several 
poke (poh-kay) shops in our 
city, some so popular that 
long lines form at lunchtime. 
Having once been absolutely 
positive that sushi was going 
to prove a flash in the pan (or, 
more accurately, a flash in 
the plate since it’s raw), I feel 
reluctant to predict a quick de-
mise for this new fad. But re-
ally how many Hawaiian cre-
ations have made it to the big 
time and stayed there? Besides 
Obama, I mean.  

For now, though, poke is 

so ubiquitous that New York 
eateries are already cross-pol-
linating it with other popular 
foods, leading to items like the 
poke burrito. Meantime, the 
“p horrito ” is another rising 
star. That’s a burrito filled 
with Vietnamese pho, a soup 
of braised meat, herbs, and 
noodles. All of which leads me 
to my Food Theory No. 1: Wrap 
a burrito around anything 
that’s already delicious and it 
will be a hit. 

Theory No. 2 is: The glop-
pier the better, which is why 
we’re talking about eating a 
wrap filled with soup. But you 
can also see this trend with 
egg sandwiches. Katie pointed 
to a West Coast restaurant 
called Eggslut, famous for the 
runniest eggs around. 

Another big trend she’s see-
ing is fruit soups.

“It’s like taking a smoothie 
and dumping it into a bowl and 
putting chunks of fruit into it,” 
she said. 

So here’s my Food Theory 
No. 3: Anything chunked and 
put into a bowl is going to be 
a hit. 

One particular ingredi-

ent finding its way into these 
soups is  dragon fruit , which 
I’ve seen at Asian fruit stands 
for years but have always been 
too intimidated to try. They’re 
pink and green and look 
straight out of Dr. Seuss. But 
to catch up with the trends, I 
finally got two in Flushing, 
sliced them open and: Total 
shock! One was white inside 
with poppyseed-like seeds, but 
the other was ruby red, same 
seeds. So gorgeous!

And so incredibly bland! 
Yecch. They tasted like giant 
kiwis, minus the flavor. And 
the fact that they cost about 
$5 apiece just makes me won-
der how popular this fruit can 
ever be. But I’m the gal who bet 
against sushi, so let’s move on.

Another counter-intuitive 
trend is dark food on dark 
plates. After what feels like a 
century of ever lighter cuisine, 
Katie says the trend has gone 
180. Charring, once known as 
“overdone,” “burnt” or “ru-
ined” in my family, is now one 
of the two hippest methods for 
preparing vegetables. (The 
other is deep frying.) Katie 
says she has started charring 

her salad greens on the grill, 
which I could understand if 
they got kind of pleasantly car-
amelized. But I tried charred 
broccoli recently and simply 
cannot understand why my 
own, equally unhip method of 
broccoli prep—steaming till it 
is bendable, soft and slightly 
gray—lost out. Douse really 
soft broccoli in melted butter 
and I say yum.

Of course, I say that when 
you douse almost anything in 
melted butter. (I’m convinced 
that’s why lobster made it big: 
The shameless butter-dipping 
made it chic.)

And speaking of dipping, 
the last food trend we’ve got 
time for today is deconstruct-
ed ramen called  tsukemen . 
The noodles are separate from 
the broth. You dip them in and 
slurp them down. 

Slurping, glopping, chunk-
ing and wrapping are clearly 
the order of the day, so here’s 
Food Theory No. 4: Any ob-
scure cuisine that we haven’t 
discovered yet will burst onto 
the scene in 2018.

And in 2019, it will be 
wrapped in a burrito.

COLUMNS

Making sure young immigrants are protected

We fi nd out the theories behind food fads
Lenore 
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O
ut of the depths of the 
1987 stock market crash  
emerged a salmon-col-
ored weekly newspa-

per, The New York Observer, 
that animated and chronicled 
New York’s halls of power for 
almost three decades until its 
sad death last month.

It would probably be un-
fair to say that the Observer is 
the first media casualty of the 
Trump era, but you wouldn’t 
be that far off—the print edi-
tion of The Observer, owned 
by President-elect Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law, Jared 
Kushner, was shut down the 
same week as the stunning 
presidential victory.

I have marveled at the 
small but influential newspa-
per’s arc for the last 30 years 
from a unique vantage point 
— first as an editorial compet-

itor, then as someone who The 
Observer tried to hire, then as 
a publishing competitor and 
also as someone who bid to 
buy it in 2006 when Kushner 
bested my company’s offer by 
quite a few million dollars.

The Observer’s death has 
not received nearly enough ink 
(or pixels) this past month. The 
weekly had outsize influence 
despite its limited circulation 
of 50,000: elected leaders, Wall 
Street titans, media moguls, 
East Side socialites and others 
who were part of the Manhat-
tan elite cared deeply about its 
contents each week. 

An all-star team of media 
talent graced its staff box over 
the years: Graydon Carter 
(Vanity Fair), Susan Morri-
son (The New Yorker) and the 
late great tweedy editor Peter 
Kaplan steered The Observer 
through the thicket of BS and 
self-importance that litters the 
streets of Manhattan. 

The gossipy weekly also 
boasted an impressive stream 
of columnists including: 
Candace Bushnell (Sex and 
the City), Jack Newfield, Joe 
Conason, Terry Golway, Mi-

chael Thomas, Jim Ledbetter, 
and Michael Tomasky. These 
smart and punchy pundits 
made the weekly a must-read 
for more than two decades 
and each of them eventually 
moved on to make their mark 
in larger media ponds.

I recall my first visit to the 
Observer’s cramped offices 
in an East 60s brownstone in 
1990. The founding editors, 
John Sicher and Ken Paul, two 
of the most serious and ethical 
journalists I’ve met, wanted to 
see if I’d like to join the staff 
as a weekly media columnist, 
a dream job that to this day I 
lament turning down. A few 
years later, when I had crossed 
over to the business side of 
publishing, founding owner 
Arthur Carter offered me the 
publisher role and once again, 
I demurred because I thought 
that this media gem could per-
ish any day.

Arthur Carter was a fas-
cinating New York personal-
ity who is the last of a dying 
breed: a multimillionaire who 
was willing to finance great 
journalism at his own ex-
pense. The Observer was ru-

mored to be losing at least $2 
million a year and yet, Carter 
kept on feeding his journalism 
machine so that it could pro-
duce some of the best stories 
by some of the best journalists 
in the hyper-competitive me-
dia capital of the world.

Someone once said to me 
that The Observer was “Ar-
thur Carter’s gift to New York,” 
and that sounds right because 
he lost more than $40 million 
during a 20-year period in his 
quest to ensure that his week-
ly was a key player in the New 
York media landscape. 

But even mega millionaires 
have their limit: in 2006, Ar-
thur Carter sought a buyer for 
The Observer and after I tried 
to pry this media gem loose 
for about $1 million, another, 
much more deep-pocketed buy-
er emerged: 25-year-old Jared 
Kushner, from a New Jersey 
family that had recently suf-
fered some legal problems. It 
was a perfect fit: a money-los-
ing media property in search 
of a savior and a wealthy real 
estate family seeking to make 
a splash in Manhattan.

The last decade of The 

Observer coincided with the 
most turbulent period ever 
for media. The print publica-
tion repeatedly morphed into 
different formats (broadsheet 
to tabloid, pink to white) and 
its website became a more na-
tional platform for real estate, 
politics, technology, and soci-
ety coverage. Until last month, 
the print publication hung on 
for dear life as dailies around 
the country bled red ink and 
shrank their newsrooms. 

On Nov. 11, three days af-
ter the owner’s father-in-law 
became the leader of the free 
world, came the inevitable 
news: The New York Observer 
would become digital-only

As the publisher of a week-
ly magazine about New York 
politics (and a columnist for 
a chain of weeklies in the 
boroughs), I am still a big fan 
of print journalism. There’s 
nothing like curling up with 
a newspaper or magazine and 
reading your favorite writers.

Unfortunately, the once 
great New York Observer will 
no longer land in my mailbox 
every Thursday. 

NYO (1987–2016), RIP.

COLUMNS

T
he civic associations in 
Fresh Meadows have 
been concerned about 
the use of three hotels, 

which are being built in the 
neighborhood. Noting what 
is going on in other neighbor-
hoods of Queens, the Fresh 
Meadows residents have been 
fearful that the hotels might be 
turned into homeless shelters. 
At a meeting arranged by state 
Sen. Tony Avella, however, the 
owners of the two Marriott 
Hotels being built along the 
north side of the Long Island 
Expressway at 183rd Street 
emphatically stated that their 
hotels are being built as regu-
lar hotels.

Avella convened the meet-

ing of representatives from the 
West Cunningham Park Civic 
Association, Civic Associa-
tion of Utopia Estates, Fresh 
Meadows Homeowners Civic 
Association, Fresh Meadows 
Tenants Association, and the 
East West United Realty in his 
office. The owners of the two 
Marriott Hotels explained that 
they will not rent out to the 
homeless because they have 
learned that hotels which take 
in homeless residents have 
had vandalism with rooms 
destroyed. They then can’t get 
regular hotel guests to rent 
rooms and when they take 
in more homeless, they have 
more vandalism.

One of the hotels will be a 
Courtyard by Marriott and 
the other will be a Fairfield 
Inn. The owners have care-
fully thought out their plans. 
They plan to obtain custom-
ers from family members who 
have students in local colleges, 
family members of people in 
local hospitals, people passing 

through and from tour groups 
who will find it cheaper to rent 
out rooms in Queens rather 
than in hotels in New Jersey.  
It will be a quick ride from 
Fresh Meadows to Manhattan 
along the Long Island Express-
way. They will also be close to 
sporting events in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.  

The hotels will have meet-
ing rooms, which can hold 
about 50 people and can be used 
for business meetings. They 
have no plans to have party 
events. There will be parking 
for 150 cars depending on how 
many buses there will be. The 
owners and the manager said 
they plan to open in March 
and will soon be reaching out 
to the community. 

The civic association lead-
ers came away from their meet-
ing much relieved, but there is 
still concern about the hotel 
being built on 186th Street off 
of 64thAvenue. The owner of 
that hotel has never met with 
the local civic leaders and we 

don’t know what his plans are. 
Avella is trying to arrange a 
meeting, but so far there have 
been no results.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK:  Federal prosecutors 
have brought charges against 
scores of people in India and 
the United States for operating 
call centers, which defrauded 
Americans with phony tax 
schemes. The crooks would 
call people and pretend to be 
from the IRS or customs of-
ficials or police officers and 
claim the victim owed money. 
The victim would be conned 
into buying a prepaid debit 
card, which the crook would 
then cash and send back to 
India. The con artists have 
bilked Americans out of about 
$300 million. People should re-
alize that the U.S. government 
would never ask people to buy 
a debit card to pay a supposed 
tax bill. The crooks sometimes 
obtain personnel information 
about a victim to convince 
them that they are real offi-

cials. People should be very 
careful.

BAD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK:  Airlines are reducing 
seat space and charging fees 
for someone to get more space 
or even bring a carry-on bag 
on a plane. To squeeze more 
money from people the air-
lines seem to be charging for 
everything these days. Econo-
my class seats have shrunk an 
average width from 18 inches 
to 16.5 inches. And the space 
between rows of seats has 
dropped from 35 inches to 31 
inches. If the person in front 
of someone in economy class 
pushes their seat back, the 
person in the rear is trapped 
in a box-like position. My wife 
and I had a bad experience fly-
ing economy class recently. We 
wonder if people squeezed into 
these small spaces are not in 
danger of thromboses because 
they can’t stretch out or move 
around a lot.

Fresh Meadows voices its concern over new hotels

A unique publication leaves print behind

Bob
Harris
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The Civic 
Scene
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BY STEVE BARNES

With its diverse, vibrant 
communities and the energy 
they generate, Queens is turn-
ing into a destination for the 
arts. But there are some road-
blocks in the path to the full 
flowering of its cultural scene. 
Such problems as the high 
rents faced by artists and cul-
tural venues, a lack of diver-
sity in the workforce employed 
by cultural organizations, and 
limited access to cultural op-
portunities for low-income 
people and immigrants still 
affect the borough, as they do 
the city as a whole. 

Tom Finkelpearl, commis-
sioner of the city Department 
of Cultural Affairs, outlined 
some possible solutions to 
those problems during a panel 
discussion that took place last 
week at the CUNY Graduate 
School of Journalism in Man-
hattan. Finkelpearl’s roots in 
Queens run deep. He served 
as the director of the Queens 
Museum from 2002 to 2014, and 
has also worked at MoMA PS1.

Addressing an audience 
that had been brought togeth-

er by CUNY’s Center for Com-
munity and Ethnic Media, he 
detailed several initiatives 
that have been set in place to 
both help artists and cultural 
organizations carry out their 
work and make the arts more 
affordable and accessible to 
city residents.

Those initiatives include 
the Cultural Development 
Fund, which enables qualify-
ing cultural organizations to 
apply for grants from DCLA; 
Materials for the Arts, which 
provides art materials free of 
charge to a wide range of city 
arts, cultural and educational 
organizations; and the local 
arts councils that furnish sup-
port at a grassroots level in 
each city borough. (For infor-
mation on the Queens Council 
on the Arts, go to www.queen-
scouncilarts.org.) 

The concerns the borough 
has about the state of artists 
and the arts were addressed 
on the panel by Javier Casta-
ño, the director of Queens La-
tino, a minority-owned media 
company. Castaño brought up 
two main issues: the lack of ap-
propriate places at which com-

munity groups can stage cul-
tural events in Queens and the 
prohibitive cost of admission 
to city cultural institutions. 
For example, at the New York 
Hall of Science, with an ad-
mission price of $15 for adults 
and $12 for children between 
the ages of 2 and 17, a family of 
four would have to spend over 
$50 to attend.

While Finkelpearl ac-
knowledged that affordability 
problem, he noted that most 

city cultural institutions had 
set aside hours during which 
admission is free. At the New 
York Hall of Science, those 
hours are run Friday from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

In addition, he spoke about 
the success of the IDNYC pro-
gram, under which recipients 
of the city ID card can obtain 
free memberships to such in-
stitutions as Flushing Town 
Hall, the Queens Museum, the 
Museum of the Moving Image 
and the Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning. Finkel-
pearl said the 900,000 IDNYC 
cards that have been issued so 
far have resulted in more than 
400,000 free memberships to 
cultural organizations being 
activated.

He also brought up DCLA’s 
increasing focus on diversity 
in all aspects of the city’s cul-
tural life—from the range of 
art presented to the people 
who are provided with gainful 
employment through cultural 
organizations. “There are so 
many ways to make a living 
in the arts,” he said. DCLA 
has taken part in a study on 

“cultural workforce partici-
pation,” which has found that 
despite the city’s diverse popu-
lation, at least two-thirds of 
the workforce of its cultural 
institutions are white. 

DCLA intends to use the 
results of that study to help 
broaden its outreach and con-
tribute to the Cultural Plan 
for NYC’s development. The 
organization is continuing its 
effort to solicit participation 
and feedback from the com-
munity, and is also encourag-
ing Queens residents to take 
advantage of its resources.

For organizations that 
would like to take advantage 
of the Cultural Development 
Fund, for activities taking 
place between July 1, 2017 and 
June 30, 2018, applications will 
soon be available. For a copy of 
the CDF guidelines and more 
information, go to www.nyc.
gov/culture. If an organization 
wants to benefit from the Ma-
terials for the Arts program, 
they can go to www.nyc.gov/
mfta. And for general infor-
mation about CDLA and its ac-
tivities, go to www.createNYC.
org.

Department of Cultural Affairs 
Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl 

Courtesy  NYC DCLA

Making the arts accessible to everyone

Sunday, December 18th from 1pm to 3pm
58-20 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, NY 11362

FREE ADMISSION
Schedule of the day:
1:00pm:

1:30pm:
2:00pm:

Doors open along with our crafts, Hot Chocolate Bar,
Photo Booth, Scavenger Hunt, gym activities & more!
Sing-a-long with Mr. Stephen
Special Performance by

Please bring in a 
donation of new or 

gently used pajamas, 
new socks, slippers or 
robes to be donated 
to families in need.

For more information
contact Adam Fier at

718-225-6750
ext. 260

Come in your Pajamas & comfortable sneakers for a day of fun!
Donations of non-perishable food items will be on-going to stock our food pantry for the winter.

Visit us at www.sfy.org or follow us on
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APY10.51%
On balances of $5,000 or more1.00%

For the first 90 days

Complete Checking Plus

Celebrate With Us!Celebrate With Us!

1.00%

200
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The city Department of Transporta-
tion unveiled a new pedestrian plaza 
at the intersection of Wyckoff Avenue, 
Myrtle Avenue and Palmetto Street in 
Ridgewood last Friday. The project is 
part of Vision Zero, an effort from the 
DOT to make streets safer for pedes-
trians. The intersection was the site 
of 38 serious traffic injuries and three 
deaths between 2010 and 2014. 

At the unveiling were Queens DOT 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia, Brooklyn 
DOT Commissioner Keith Bray, fami-
lies of the victims who died in traffic 
accidents at the intersection, members 
of Community Board 5 and Council-
man Antonio Reynoso (D-Brooklyn) 

“All of the people standing here 
today, by working together we helped 
transform this street and the intersec-
tion,” Garcia said. “Just going back to 
the summer you can think, ‘Wow, we 
came a really long way.’ It’s a joy to be 
standing here at this beautiful new 
plaza, which is the result of a much-
needed Vision Zero project. As many 
of us know, this is a unique, six-legged 
intersection for residents and commut-
ers for both boroughs.”

The safety improvements include 
widened crosswalks to match widened 
paint-based sidewalk extensions, re-
configured signal timing that increas-
es pedestrian crossing time and new 
road markings. According to Garcia, 
the changes do not stop there. She an-
nounced a capital project for the plaza 
that is slated to include such features 
as improved landscaping and trees as 
well as street lighting. She said that 
work on the project is expected to start 
in fall 2018. 

“We have the busy Ridgewood bus 

terminal, which serves six bus lines, 
the L and M subways and several 
schools nearby,” Garcia said. “It was 
clear that safety work needed to be 
done. After gathering community in-
put and conducting various studies, 
DOT proposed a design that can be 
summed up like this—‘simpler is bet-
ter, simpler means safer.’” 

 Judith Kottick attended the unveil-
ing in honor of her daughter Ella, who 
died at the intersection. 

“Ella was killed four years ago on a 
January evening on her way to work in 
a psychology lab at Columbia Universi-
ty,” she said. “It’s hard to describe how 
difficult it is for us to be here, to relive 
the memory of the nightmare we now 
live with every day, but it’s important 
for us to be here with all of you to give 
us a chance to admire the transforma-
tion of this intersection.” 

She commended the DOT and May-
or de Blasio’s office for recognizing the 
importance of the project, Councilman 
Reynoso for his advocacy and Commu-
nity Board 5 for approving the plaza. 

“My husband, son and I appreciate 
that you included us in this team ef-
fort to redesign an intersection that 
was one of the deadliest in the city,” 
she said. “Unfortunately, it took three 
pedestrians to be killed here and thou-
sands to be injured for this bold action 
to be taken. It has been our hope since 
we joined this effort in the months af-
ter Ella was killed that all of you and 
your family members would be spared 
the heartbreak of losing a loved one 
this way.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Judith Kottick lost her daughter, Ella, to a traffic accident on Myrtle and Wyckoff Ave.  
Photo by Gina Martinez

New pedestrian plaza 
unveiled in Ridgewood 

On November 22nd, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
hosted a “Turkey Drive” for needy families in the community.  
The annual event, led by Chris Johnson, Facilities Manage-
ment Plumber, Elmhurst Engineering and Maintenance staff, 
and the Department of Social Work. With their help, pa-
tients who are having a hard fi nancially were provided with 
all the makings for a complete Thanksgiving meal, including 
donated turkeys, canned goods, and other food items. 

This year 127 families were able to receive the dona-
tions, which were distributed in Elmhurst’s Auditorium by 
Elmhurst CEO Israel Rocha, State Senator Jose Peralta, 
and hospital staff. Seven additional turkeys with all the trim-
mings were also donated to P.S. 019, a local elementary 
school near the hospital.

Funds to support the drive were raised in part 
from a bake sale and raffl e held at the hospital.
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Garden School
Cultivating Success in Every Child

33-16 79th Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: (718) 335-6363 | www.gardenschool.org

Realistic Alternative to Manhattan Schools 
Near Public Transportation/ Private Bus Available

Nursery to Grade 12, Independent, College Prep School

Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam
Saturday, December 5th 9:00 am
• Merit Scholarship Exam for Grades 5 -10,  preregister by 12/02/15 

• Merit award recipients receive 25 -100% tuition discounts

• Open House for Nursery to Grade 12 

Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam
Saturday, December 10th   9:00 am

Building Strong Values

Partnership with Monsignor McClancy HS Classes in Advanced Math and Science

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR

St. Sebastian Catholic Academy
Serving the parishes of Queen of Angels, St. Teresa and St. Sebastian
39 -76 58 Street, Woodside NY 11377  
(718) 429-1982
www.stsebastianschool.org

LATE REGISTRATION BEGINS ON 8/24 AT 9 AM
CALL 718-429-1982 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Nursery – Grade 8  |  FREE PRE-K FOR ALL (4 year olds)

FREE ON SITE  AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
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FLIP

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A 31-year-old Woodhaven mother 
has been sentenced to jail for stealing 
money from her daughter’s malprac-
tice lawsut settlement and spending it 
on a tummy tuck operation and a trip 
to Disneyland.

 Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown said Megan Mele had pleaded 
guilty in September to second-degree 
grand larceny.

 Acting Queens Supreme Court Jus-
tice Dorothy Chin-Brandt sentenced 
Mele to six months in jail to be followed 
by five years of probation.

Brown said that according to court 
charges, in January 2007 a settlement 
was reached in a medical malpractice 
lawsuit on behalf of Mele’s daughter, 
who was born in 2004 with a brachial 
plexus to her right arm with almost no 
feeling.

 The agreed settlement provided for 
the girl  to receive payments beginning 
after her 18th birthday in 2022. Under 
the settlement an account containing 
$50,000 was established at Cross Coun-
ty Savings Bank in March 2007.

 Brown said the defendant was re-
quired to submit requests to the court 
before making any withdrawals from 
the bank  account. Mele requested 
$47,000 but a judge denied it.

 On March 27, 2015 Mele submitted a 
forged court order for $47,000 purport-

edly for the child to undergo surgery at 
a San Diego hospital. An investigation 
revealed that the child had no record of 
being a patient in San Diego.

 Brown said the defendant used part 
of the money for a trip to Disneyland in 
California.

 He said Mele also spent the money 
on Amazon.Com purchases and a lipo-
suction tummy  tuck and purchases in 
local stores.

“Instead of safeguarding her 
daughter’s malpractice award - money 
set aside for the disabled youngster’s 
future — the defendant admittedly 
dipped into the account to finance a 
Disneyland trip, cosmetic surgery, 
online shopping and other splurges.“ 
Brown said. 

Mom grifts daughter

23 HDTV SCREENS · CRAFT BEERS · AMPLE FREE PARKING

VENUE AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES
15% DISCOUNT FOR PARTIES OF 25+ NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 2017

ALLEYPONDSPORTSBAR.COM  232-01 NORTHERN BLVD, DOUGLASTON, NY 11362

*FREE KIDS MEAL WITH PURCHASE OF ADULT ENTRÉE 
* CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS, COUPONS, VOUCHERS OR PROMOTION

718.225.9781

SATURDAY BRUNCH - KIDS 6 AND UNDER, EAT FREE*

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

LUNCH SPECIAL $9.95** WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY*

TRIVIA NIGHT EVERY WEDNESDAY, 8:00 PM

SUNDAY FOOTBALL BRUNCH BUFFET - $19.95**

MONDAY & THURSDAY FOOTBALL $10.00 MENU**

HOCKEY AND BASKETBALL GAME $12.95 MENU**

Pursuant to Article 15 of the General Municipal Law ("GML") and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is 
hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of New York 
("City") has proposed the sale of certain real property in the Edgemere Urban Renewal Area ("Area") to 
Project Rebuild, Inc., the sponsor designated by HPD ("Sponsor"), for redevelopment in accordance with the 
First Amended Edgemere Urban Renewal Plan ("Plan") for the redevelopment of the Area.

The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Queens, City and State of New York, and known as:

Address    Block/Lot(s) 
410 Beach 43 Street  15960 / 8 
423 Beach 43 Street  15965 / 108
472 Beach 47 Street  15969 / 35
472 Beach 47 Street   15969 / 135
431 Beach 46 Street  15969 / 60

on the Tax Map of the City ("Disposition Area"). 

The proposed project is part of the City's Build-It-Back Program for Sandy recovery. Under the Build-It-Back 
Program, new homes are constructed to replace homes that were damaged or destroyed by Superstorm 
Sandy.  In most cases, the new homes are constructed on the same property where the damaged or 
destroyed homes were located.   However, where the storm-damaged homes are in an area where there is 
a higher risk of hazardous flooding, the new homes are constructed elsewhere. The families who had lived 
in the storm-damaged homes then acquire and relocate to the newly constructed homes.   
  
Under the proposed project, the City proposes to sell the Disposition Area to Project Rebuild, Inc., the 
designated sponsor, for the nominal price of one dollar per tax lot. The sponsor will then construct three 
one-family homes and one two-family home in the Disposition Area as replacement homes for four 
families whose current properties were damaged or destroyed by Sandy and are in a high risk area for 
flooding.   When completed, the sponsor will convey the new homes to such families in exchange for their 
current storm-damaged property.

The City proposes to sell the Disposition Area to the sponsor at the nominal price of one dollar per tax lot 
pursuant to Section 507(2)(d) of the GML.  The sponsor will then construct three one-family homes and 
one two-family home on the Disposition Area to provide five dwelling units. 

The proposed Land Disposition Agreement and the Plan are available for public examination at the office 
of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York during its regular hours on weekdays from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 21, 2016 at 1 Centre Street, 
Manhattan, Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, 
at which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning 
the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 507(2)(d) of the GML and Section 1802(6)(j) 
of the Charter.

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract Services, 
Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  10007, (212) 788-7490, no later 
than seven (7) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services. 

     
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE

A Woodhaven mother is sentenced to six 
months in jail for stealing from her daugh-
ter's trust fund. 

Express in late October. DHS began 
renting rooms at that location in Sep-
tember and moved quickly to transfer 
the individual. Also in October, DHS 
began renting “a small number of 
rooms” at the LaGuardia Marriott in 
East Elmhurst, which means Peralta 
has to keep an eye on seven such facili-
ties now sheltering the homeless in his 
district.

“Here we go again with DHS. An-
other hotel in the district housing 
homeless people, and as usual, DHS is 
allergic to transparency, and they did 

not notify the community,” Peralta 
said. “I understand we are in the midst 
of a crisis in the city as the homeless-
ness population continues to rise, but 
acting unilaterally is wrong.”

Banks assured Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz and other 
elected officials in October that he 
would announce when homeless New 
Yorkers would be housed in hotels or 
similar facilities, Peralta recalled.

“I am wondering what happened 
to that project, as we didn’t know any-
thing about it,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

We are seeing a lot of people with fear 
and we want to make sure we don’t give 
out any misinformation,” she said. 
“We are here to help people regardless 
of their immigration status.”

Torres noted the Jamaica clinic was 
the only Legal Hand site in Queens, 

and he wanted to make sure more af-
fected residents of the borough were 
aware of their services.

“The issues affecting this area are 
not only here,” he said, speaking about 
Jamaica. “It’s a microcosm of the bor-
ough and New York City.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 9 

Banks

Continued from Page 9 

Legal Hand

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

 A Maspeth NYPD detective who 
died in the line of duty 45 years ago was 
honored Saturday with a street renam-
ing. The Maspeth block where he lived 
with his wife and children, 62nd Street 
and 53rd Drive, will now be co-named 
“Detective Joseph A. Picciano Way”

“It takes a special person to protect 
and serve as a member of our NYPD,” 
City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) said. “You must be 
brave, you must be committed and you 
must be selfless – all qualities very ap-
parent in Detective Picciano.”

Picciano’s widow, Theresa, and 
their three children attended the re-
naming, along with dozens of family 
members and officers. His wife told 
reporters what the co-naming meant 
to her. 

“It’s a very important day for my 
children that their father was honored 
in this way and it’s a beautiful thing,” 
she said. “The Police Department I 
know because I know a lot of the wid-
ows and they are always with us.”

Picciano died on Feb. 15, 1971 while 
working at the 41st Precinct in the 
Bronx. He was fingerprinting a man 
accused of abducting a 13-year-old 

boy. Picciano and the suspect got into 
a scuffle when his revolver fell to the 
floor, the suspect grabbed the gun and 
shot Picciano twice, killing him. He 
was the first officer to die in the line of 
duty in the 41st Precinct.

Detective Picciano’s cousin, Ann Co-
zanni, reached out to Crowley’s office a 
year ago with the request to honor her 
late cousin with a street co-naming. In 
just a few months Crowley’s office was 
able to get the renaming approved. 

“This street co-naming will keep 
Detective Picciano’s legacy thriving,” 
Crowley said.

Robert Boyce, NYPD chief of detec-
tives, spoke to reporters and said the 
department never forgets the sacrific-
es of its officers, no matter how much 
time has passed. 

“1971 seems like a long time ago,” 
Boyce said. “The city was a different 
place because of the sacrifice of police 
officers than what we have now, the 
safest city in America.  So we’re enor-
mously proud of that and we can never 
forget who helped us get there. Joe Pic-
ciano did.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

In Maspeth, the corner of 62nd Street and 53rd Drive is renamed for Det. Joseph Picciano, 
killed in the line of duty in 1971, with (l-r) son Joseph Jr., Council member Elizabeth Crowley, 
widow Theresa Picciano and Det. Michael Palladino, head of the Detectives Endowment 
Association.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Maspeth cop honored 
45 years after death

MKT 16.188a

Sign
me up!

THE LOWEST 
COST Health 
PLAN in town.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Bayside parade rings in holiday season

Can you spot yourself in the giant selfie everyone posed for at the end of the Bayside Christmas Parade on 40th Avenue? Not fair if you are Mr. Met.   Photo by Michael Shain 

The NYPD Honor Guard Band tunes up before the start of the annual Bayside Christmas Parade on Bell 
Boulevard.

That's Rep. Grace Meng (l) being introduced to beauty queen National 
American Miss by Council member Paul Vallone on the parade route. 

No. 1 rule of school Christmas shows? Never get in the way of the moms recording the kids. The chorus from PS 41 takes the stage in front of the LIRR station in Bayside.

Photos by Michael Shain
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Visits with Santa & His Elf:
Saturday, December 10, 2016
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Saturday, December 17, 2016
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Horse & Buggy Rides:
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Menorah Lighting:
Sunday, December 25, 2016

10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm

10:00 am – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

6:00 pm
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A borough full of Santas hits the streets

Rosa de Rodriguez of Jackson Heights brought out the 
tinsel and ribbon for the Second Annual “Santa Ride” 
around the neighborhood. Photo by Michael Shain

The Queens Bike Initiative sponsored the ride in Jackson 
Heights and East Elmhurst with the slogan "Dress Llike 
Santa, Ride like Rudoloph." Photo by Michael Shain

Elves are welcome, too! Photo by Michael Shain

Hours before the Christmas tree lighting, kids romped in the blocked-off 
area between 51st and 43rd streets..  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Santathon is an annual holiday rite for fans of the local pub scene, who don Santa suits and pony up $10 (for 
Toys for Tots) for the chance to hit nine bars—including Bar 43, just off Queens Boulevard—in a single night.  

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Cooks from Turkiyem Market grill kebab in front of the store on Skillman Avenue for 
hungry festival-goers.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Santa talks with children at the first annual Skillman Avenue Holiday Festival, six blocks of 
Christmas cheer in the heart of Woodside.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
†

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT  

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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Holiday shopping can be both 
fun and hectic. It’s fun to scour 
stores looking for can’t-miss 

gifts for your loved ones, but shop-
ping amongst the crowds also can 
prove hectic. 

The opportunity to see and feel 
potential gifts in person compels 
many people to do the majority of 
their holiday shopping in-store, and 
there are ways for such shoppers to 
avoid the holiday shopping rush as 
they begin their quests for the per-
fect gifts:

Shop during 
off-peak hours

Weekends and weeknight eve-
nings tend to be the busiest times 
to go holiday shopping. Profession-
als who have weekends off may put 
off their shopping during the week, 
choosing to do so on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons when they have 
extra time to browse and comparison 
shop. Shopping off-peak hours, such 
as during weekday mornings or even 
early mornings on weekends, is a 
great way to avoid crowds. Parents of 

young children might want to take a 
morning or even a full day off of work 
to get their holiday shopping done so 
they can avoid shopping with their 
kids in tow. 

Make a list
Knowing what you want to buy 

online can decrease the amount of 
time you spend wandering around 
malls and stores. The longer you lin-
ger without an idea of what to buy, the 
greater the chance you will be joined 

T he holiday 
season is rife 
with tradi-

tion, from Christ-
mas trees to light-
ing displays to 
visits with Santa 
Claus at the local 
mall. Families re-
unite come the hol-
iday season to ex-
change gifts, enjoy meals together, and 
do a little catching up along the way.

But the holiday season also is syn-
onymous with parties. Whether it’s to 
enjoy an offi ce holiday party, a gather-
ing with family and friends, or a more 
intimate gathering at home, such cel-
ebrations are a big part of the holiday 
season and a main reason why this 
is such a festive and beloved time of 
year.

As this is a season of celebrating, 
it’s good to remember that no holiday 
party is truly complete until eggnog 
has been served. Enjoyed almost ex-
clusively during the holiday season, 
eggnog is as much a staple of holiday 
celebrations as stockings hung by the 
chimney with care. This year, impress 
your holiday guests with the following 
recipe for “excellent eggnog” from A.J. 
Rathbun’s “Good Spirits” (Harvard 
Common Press).

Excellent eggnog
Serves 8
INGREDIENTS:
8 large eggs, preferably organic
2 1/4 cups superfi ne sugar
8 ounces brandy
8 ounces rum
4 ounces bourbon
1 quart milk
Freshly grated nutmeg for garnish

DIRECTIONS:
1. Separate the egg yolks from the 

egg whites, setting the whites aside for 
a moment. 

2. In a large mixing bowl, beat the 
yolks with a hand mixer until com-
pletely combined. Add the sugar and 
beat until it reaches a creamy consis-
tency.

3. Add the brandy, rum, and bour-
bon, and then the milk, beating well.

4. In a medium-size mixing bowl, 
beat the egg whites with a hand mixer 
until soft peaks form (be sure be-
fore beating the whites that you have 
cleaned and thoroughly dried the beat-
ers).

5. Fold the egg whites into the yolk-
sugar-alcohol mixture. Refrigerate 
the mix until well chilled (at least 3 
hours).

6. Stir to recombine as needed. 
Serve the eggnog in mugs, topping 
each serving with some nutmeg.  

Eggnog is 
a beloved 
tradition

The holiday shopping rush hits full swing in the weeks before Christmas Day, but there are many ways shoppers can get their shopping 
done and avoid the crowds at the same time.

Continued on page 30

How to avoid the 
holiday shopping rush
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Yannis Furs
www.yannisfurs.com

Finest Selection of

SHEARED FURS
SPANISH MERINO SHEARLINGS

AND OUTERWEAR AT
THE LOWEST PRICES

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage on Premises

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER
Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-4
*Offer expires 12/31/2016. Valid in store on select products only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Restictions 

may apply. See store for details. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned 
herein are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2016 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

219-25 N Conduit Ave.
Springfield Gardens, 

New York 11413
718.528.3344

1071 Gates Avenue
Brooklyn, 

New York 11221
718.574.3344

1357 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, New York 

11216
718.622.3344

158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, New York 11414

718.848.3344

1557 Ralph Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11236

718.451.3344

edible.com
THE ULTIMATE 

HOLIDAY GIFTS

Joyous Christmas Dipped Fruit™ 

Box $55 | $110*

Product #: 3978

New! Season’s Greetings Party™

$109 | $139 | $179 | $209* | $239 | $269

Product #: 4673

New! Season’s Greetings Party™

$109 | $139 | $179 | $209* | $239 | $269

Product #: 4673

‘Tis the Season Swizzle Trio®

$46 | $92*

Product #: 4691

Christmas Tree Bouquet™

$85 | $105 | $125*

Product #: 4712

Season’s Greetings Celebration™

$75 | $95 | $115*

Product #: 4669
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‘Tis the season
for receiving compliments

Get the look that gets noticed this season from 
Holiday Parties to the Big New Years Eve Bash.

We’ll help you look gorgeous!

Stay fashionably
beautiful at

Under New Management
Full Service Hair & Nails
Color Secialists - Hair Treatments

718-261-1005
Walk-ins Always Welcome
1 Continental Ave.Forest Hills, NY 11375
Come in for a Wash & Blow

Mon - Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

10am - 8pm
9am - 7pm
10am - 6pm

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Bring this ad and receive a 10%
discount on any hair or nail service.

HOLIDAY GUIDE

W hen shopping for holi-
day gifts for children, 
shoppers can easily 

be overwhelmed by the many 
toys, electronics, apparel, and 
other items available for kids. 
Those who may not be up-to-
date on the latest trends may 
even fi nd shopping for kids a 
bit like solving a diffi cult puz-
zle. 

Some shoppers may want 
to get kids the fl ashiest toy, 
but others may prefer gifts 
that are both fun and mentally 
stimulating. Developmental 
toys and educational games for 
kids make for popular gifts. 
Shoppers looking for fun, ed-
ucational toys and games for 
the kids on their shopping lists 
have a host of items to choose 
from: 

Building blocks
Blocks that enable children 

to design and construct are 
popular among youngsters of 
various ages. Blocks come in 
many different forms, from 
early education wooden blocks 
that fi ll nursery fl oors to the 
more intricate, interlocking 
building sets that are coveted 

by older children. 

STEM toys
Some of the latest trends in 

children’s toys veer away from 
regular video games and apps 
and cater to the rising inter-
est in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math. Early in-
troduction to these fi elds can 
result in skills that can pay div-
idends later in life, considering 
students who have an emphasis 
on STEM knowledge are highly 
coveted among employers. 

Toys may include robot-
building kits, toys that help 
young learners test the bound-
aries of physics, apps that help 
kids learn computer program-
ing, and even scientifi c experi-
ment kits that illustrate cause 
and effect.

Sensory toys
Young children can ben-

efi t from toys that stimulate 
the senses. Items to consider 
include water toys, sands (in-
cluding the newer kinetic va-
rieties), playdoughs, musical 
instruments, and bubbles. 
Even food-related toys, such as 
those that encourage baking 

or cooking, will appeal to vari-
ous senses and can help kids 
learn valuable skills.

Imaginative 
play toys

Imaginative play is an effec-
tive way to stimulate creative 
thinking and may help chil-
dren become better learners. 
The Creativity Institute, spe-
cializing in toys for creative 
play, says playing is important 
to children and the way they 
practice growing up. 

According to an article by 
Dr. Scott Kaufman that ap-
peared in Psychology Today, 
“Systematic research has in-
creasingly demonstrated a se-
ries of clear benefi ts of chil-
dren’s engagement in pretend 
games from the ages of about 2 
and a half through ages 6 or 7.” 

Dress-up toys, puppets, 
dolls, action fi gures, and toys 
that mimic real-life activities 
are all examples of products 
that promote imaginative play.

Not only will educational 
toys encourage children to 
play and have fun, but they’ll 
serve as building blocks to a 
lifetime of learning as well. 

Select educational gifts for children

Developmental toys and educational games for kids make for popular 
gifts.

Frugal gift wrapping ideas

Holiday shoppers spend billions 
of dollars each year on gifts for 
friends, family, and coworkers. 

But holiday shoppers also spend sub-
stantial amounts of money dressing 
up those gifts with bows and wrap-
ping paper. Shoppers may not want to 
spend much more on wrapping paper, 
bags, and other ways to dress-up their 
gifts, and by employing a few tricks of 
the gift-wrapping trade, they may not 
have to. The following are some fru-
gal, yet fl ashy, ways to wrap presents 
this holiday season:

Children’s artwork: Over the 
course of a school year parents can 
accumulate dozens of original pieces 
of art from their children’s time in 
the classroom. Instead of relegat-
ing those pictures to a memory box 
or temporary glory on the refrig-
erator, turn them into unique gift 
wrap. Pair these pieces of art with 
colored ribbon, and everyone who 
gets a unique masterpiece will feel 
special.

Newspaper: Recycle newsprint 
and comics into wrapping paper. En-
courage everyone to wrap in newspa-
per for a cohesive look come Christ-
mas morning.

Cloth: Leftover cloth from Hal-
loween or cloth purchased to create  
homemade curtains can be turned 
into giftwrap for awkward-shaped 
gifts. Use decorative ribbon to seal the 

bundle shut.
Brown paper: Brown paper tied 

with twine or ribbon is inexpensive 
and can easily be recycled after use. 
Use a marker to put the names of gift 
recipients on each package to save on 
gift tags as well.

Glass jars: Use mason jars when 
wrapping smaller gifts, including gift 
cards, to give them an arts-and-crafts 
feel.

Fabric gift bags: If you’re handy 
with a needle and thread, sew sacks 
out of leftover fabric to make gift bags 
of various sizes.

Cookie tins: Find unique cookie 
tins from yard sales or leftover tins 
from holidays past and use them as 
gift boxes.

Recipes: If you will be giving a 
cookbook or food-themed gifts, print 
recipes that can be used as gift wrap 
and then later used to make certain 
dishes.

Baby linens: From blankets 
to wash cloths, use baby linens to 
wrap infant-themed gifts for new 
parents.

Baskets: Wicker baskets are avail-
able in various shapes and sizes. They 
can be used to make a gift collection 
and then reused over and over again.

There are many creative and inex-
pensive ways to wrap gifts this year 
instead of relying on preprinted and 
often expensive wrapping paper. 
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

on the following purchases  
of beautiful Hunter Douglas 

window fashions* 

�

�

�

�

�

HD
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Buy $50, Earn $10 Buy $100, Earn $20

DEC
15
2016

C onsumerism reaches 
a fevered pitch during 
the last quarter of the 

year, when the holidays fuel 
increased spending on every-
thing from dining and enter-
tainment to gadgets to toys. It 
can be easy to get swept along 
during the season of spending 
and fail to pay attention to bud-
gets when the urge to splurge 
on loved ones sets in. How-
ever, failure to take inventory 
of where money is going can 
leave individuals facing some 
unwanted fi nancial repercus-
sions come the new year.

Spending beyond their 
means is something many 
holiday shoppers fall victim 
to. Perhaps they didn’t accu-
rately budget for the year, or 
surprise purchases crop up, 
pulling resources away from 
holiday allowances. That’s 
when credit cards can become 
so attractive, and potentially 
dangerous. 

Buying with credit cards 
makes overspending easy. 
Consumers who want to avoid 
holiday debt can take a pro-
active approach and explore 

some other fi nancing options 
this holiday season:

Layaway
Various retailers have re-

instituted layaway policies to 
make it easier for shoppers 
to buy holiday gifts. With lay-
away, instead of paying for an 
item all at once and leaving 
with it the same day, shoppers 
pay a percentage of the cost 
of the item. In the meantime, 
it is held in layaway. Once an 
item has been paid for in full, 
the merchandise is free to 
leave the store. Spacing out 
payments can help shoppers 
avoid overspending, and many 
stores do not charge interest 
fees on layaway purchases. 

Holiday clubs
Financial institutions may 

offer savings clubs that can 
help people save for holiday 
spending over several months. 
The “club” is simply a special 
short-term savings account 
set up to encourage holiday 
saving. Many such accounts 
can be opened with a nomi-
nal deposit. At the end of the 

term, the money can be with-
drawn and used for holiday 
purchases. Shoppers likely 
won’t miss the small amount 

of money being set aside each 
paycheck, but are surprised to 
see just how quickly savings 
can add up. 

While some banks still of-
fer Christmas club accounts, 
which reached the height of 
their popularity in the 1970s, 
today they are most commonly 
offered by credit unions. Ac-
cording to the Credit Union 
National Association, nearly 
72 percent of credit unions 
run Christmas clubs, and con-
sumer interest in these clubs 
is holding steady.

Credit card perks
Smarter credit card usage 

during the year can be handy 
come the holidays. Choose 
cards that will yield cash back 
or other perks, such as dis-
counts at certain retailers. 
Also, be sure to pay the bal-
ances off in full when the bills 
arrive, so as not to rack up high 
interest charges throughout 
the year. Use the cash-back re-
wards you accumulate during 
the year as a holiday spending 
allowance. 

Holiday shoppers can im-
plement a few saving and 
spending strategies to avoid 
going into debt this holiday 
season.  

Smart ways to fi nance holiday purchases

Using layaway, holiday club accounts and credit card perks, shoppers 
can take some of the bite out of end-of-year spending.

HOLIDAY GUIDE



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 9–15, 2016 35  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Cord Meyer Development LLC

26th Ave. & Bell Blvd., Bayside
VISIT US AT: http://www.bayterrace.com

Endless Possibilities...
FOR GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!

Wrap up the Perfect Gift from...
American Eagle Outfitters  LOFT  Bath & Body Works  Claire’s  

Tess Morgan  Lane Bryant  The Children’s Place  Yankee Candle Co.  
HomeGoods  and many other fine stores.

Stumped on a gift?
Get a gift certificate from one of our great stores or restaurants!

Enjoy the best from more than 50 premier shops, fi ne restaurants, 
entertainment venus, professional services and plenty of free parking.
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H oliday decorations help 
make a special time of 
year even more memora-

ble. Whether you’re hanging 
mistletoe above a doorway or 
decking the halls, safety must 
be a priority when decorating 
a home for the holidays.

Accidents can happen 
no matter what type of holi-
day decorating you’re doing, 
but stringing holiday lights 
around your home may be es-
pecially dangerous. This sea-
son, keep the following safety 
tips in mind when stringing 
lights so this season of celebra-
tion starts off safe and sound:

Work with a partner
Partnering up when string-

ing holiday lights allows deco-
rators to use both of their 
hands to climb up ladders 
instead of using one of their 
hands to carry lights. Once 
they reach a point where it’s 
safe to hang lights, they can 
then have a helper hand them 
the lights. If possible, work in 
groups of three so someone 
can hold the ladder steady at 
all times.

Inspect lights
Lights are not built to last 

forever, and over time holiday 
lights can suffer damage that 
has the potential to be danger-
ous. Wires can fray, and sock-
ets can crack or break. Inspect 
lights and wires before hang-
ing them, replacing any that 
pose a hazard. When replacing 
bulbs, be sure to replace them 
with bulbs of equal wattage.

Use an extension 
cord of adequate 
length

Exterior holiday lights are 
often plugged into extension 
cords that extend to a shed or 
garage. Do not connect several 
extension cords to power hol-
iday lights; instead, use just 
a single cord that’s lengthy 
enough to reach the outlet. 
Connecting extension cords 
is a fi re hazard. In addition, 
make sure the amperage of 
the decorations matches the 
amperage rating of the exten-
sion cord, which can be found 
on the product label or pos-
sibly on the manufacturer’s 
website. 

Make sure lights 
do not pose hazard 
inside

Lights might be hung on 

Christmas trees or along 
hallways. Such lights and 
the cords connecting them to 
power sources should never 
pose safety hazards, so make 
sure they are not lying on the 
fl oor. Staple lights to the wall 
and never place them beneath 
furniture or rugs. Lights can 
overheat when placed beneath 
rugs, and lights that are not 

properly secured to a wall can 
pose certain dangers, includ-
ing being potential tripping 
hazards.

Hang the 
correct lights

When stringing lights, 
make sure you hang lights 
designated as exterior lights 
on the exterior of your home 

and those designated as inte-
rior lights inside your home. 
Hanging lights in the wrong 
places poses a fi re hazard 
and creates additional safety 
concerns, so adhere to manu-
facturer instructions when 
stringing lights.

Safety should reign su-
preme when stringing holiday 
lights around the house.  

Safety fi rst when stringing holiday lights

Safety should reign supreme when stringing holiday lights outside in or inside your home.

The holiday season is full 
of joy. But in the midst of 
decorating and socializ-

ing, pet owners may overlook 
the needs of their pets. Hectic 
schedules and homes full of 
unusual décor can throw pets 
off-kilter. 

No pet owner wants his pet 
to feel uncomfortable or suffer 
any injuries, so it’s important 
that owners exercise caution 
with the following items come 
the holiday season:

Bones
Small bones or bone chips 

from turkey can become 
lodged in the digestive tracts of 
pets and cause serious injury. 
If you want to provide your pet 
with a holiday treat, choose a 
safer, store-bought bone.

Chocolate
An abundance of treats 

seems to be par for the course 
during the holiday season. 
Dogs should avoid all choco-
late, but dark chocolate poses 

a particularly serious threat. 
Chocolate can cause agitation, 
elevated heart rate, diarrhea, 
vomiting, seizures, and even 
death. 

In addition, candy or cook-
ies sweetened with the arti-
fi cial sweetener xylitol can 
cause a dangerous drop in 
blood pressure for dogs.

Pine needles 
and trees

When ingested, pine nee-
dles can puncture the intes-
tines of pets. In search of an 
easy drink, dogs and cats may 
be drawn to the fresh water 
reservoir of live trees, in-
creasing the likelihood that 
they knock over a Christmas 
tree, injuring themselves and 
causing damage around the 
house. 

Trees should be properly 
secured, and fallen needles 
should be promptly discarded.

Tinsel
Skip the tinsel if you have 

a cat. Felines are likely to mis-
take tinsel for a toy. Eating tin-
sel can cause severe damage 
to a cat’s intestinal tract, as it 
may get caught in the stomach 
while the rest of it continues to 
pass through the intestines. 

Tinsel also may wrap 
around the tongue, increas-
ing the cat’s risk of choking. 
Ornaments also are tempting 
playthings. Cats may pounce 
on glass ornaments, breaking 
them and suffering injury. 

Electrical cords
The American Animal Hos-

pital Association says holiday 
lights mean more electrical 
cords for kittens and puppies 
to chew. Secure all cords and 
keep them out of reach of pets.

Candles
The subtle fl icker of a lit 

candle can add ambiance to 
a space. But all it takes is the 
swish of a tail or the pat of a 
paw to knock over a candle 
and spark a fi re. Never leave 

lit candles unattended. 
If you have boisterous pets, 

opt for LED-simulated candles 
instead.

Alcohol
Spirits are sometimes a 

part of celebrations, but alco-
holic beverages should be kept 

out of reach of pets. Alcohol 
suppresses the immune sys-
tem, and it can result in sig-
nifi cant health issues for pets 
who consume it.

The holiday season is a time 
for celebration. Ensure that 
these festivities are as safe for 
pets as they are enjoyable.  

Holidays can potentially 
be hazardous to your pets

Ensure that these festivities are as safe for pets as they are enjoyable.
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HOLIDAY BUS TRIPS
Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC
Holiday Shows at Sands, Mt Airy, Foxwoods & Tropicana Casinos & Lancaster, PA
Christmas in Cape May, Washington, DC, Amish Country & New England Towns
Longwood Gardens; Winterthur Museum
Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Eve, Day & Overnight Trips
St. Augustine, Amelia Island & Jacksonville
New Orleans; Smoky Mountain & Dollywood
The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6 - 1 7
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL
FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

6812 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11220  718-238-2284  info@lmtours.net  www.lmtours.net

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

Gift
Certificates
Available!

Group
Discounts
Available!
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A baby’s life is fi lled with 
milestones. First smiles, 
fi rst steps, and fi rst words 

are just a few of the moments 
parents will treasure. 

A baby’s fi rst holiday sea-
son is another special time 
to cherish. Shoppers seeking 
gifts to make a baby’s fi rst hol-
iday special have many clever, 
cute, and functional items to 
choose from. Several of these 
gifts can become keepsakes to 
be tucked into memory boxes 
for growing kids to look at 
later in life:

Christmas pajamas
What better way to await 

for the arrival of Christmas 
than in a pair of snuggly pa-
jamas? Send pajamas ahead 
of Christmas Day so that new 
parents will have plenty of 
adorable photo opportunities 
as their baby boy or girl tears 
open the gifts. 

Stores stock several differ-
ent fun and festive prints, or 
look into pajamas that can be 

personalized.

Photo print package
Photography packages can 

involve the entire expanding 
family and will catalog special 
moments in time. 

Purchase studio or on-loca-
tion time with a private pho-
tographer, or use one of the 
popular photography chains 
found in malls and depart-
ment stores.

Personalized 
framed print

Commemorate the fi rst hol-
iday season with your child by 
getting a print made with his 
or her name and age. 

Leave a space on the print 
so that the child’s parents can 
customize it even further with 
their son or daughter’s foot-
prints. Include a matted frame 
and child-safe ink or paint to 
complete the gift.

Keepsake ornament
Some families embrace 

the tradition of adding a new 
ornament to their Christmas 
trees each year. Purchase an 
ornament for the new baby 
with the year so he or she can 
join in the tradition. 

Crochet or 
knit blanket

Crafty individuals can make 
a blanket that the newest addi-
tion to the family can enjoy dur-
ing the chilly days of winter. 

These blankets often be-
come treasured keepsakes 
that may be passed down 
throughout the family or kept 
tucked away for kids so they 
can give them to their own 
children once they start their 
own families.

Rocking horse
Babies don’t wait long be-

fore they start to run around 
and climb. A classic rocking 
horse makes for a fun baby 
gift, and rocking horses come 
in many different styles. 

If you are the family car-

penter, you can even purchase 
some unfi nished wood from a 
craft store and then make this 
into a homemade gift your fa-
vorite little guy or gal will al-

ways cherish. 
Gift-givers can make a ba-

by’s fi rst holiday season one 
fi lled with joy and whimsy 
with creative gift ideas. 

Make a child’s fi rst 
holiday special

Tips for parents visiting 
a store Santa Claus

Thoughtful gifts can make this fi rst holiday season one of joy for new 
children in the family.

Christmastime is fi lled 
with many different tra-
ditions. Many people 

decorate their homes with 
Christmas trees, and songs 
are sung with family mem-
bers who come from near and 
far to share gifts and compan-
ionship. 

Families with young chil-
dren often make visiting 
Santa Claus a part of their an-
nual traditions. During the 
holiday season, Santa can be 
found taking up residence in 
department stores and malls 
across the country. Thou-
sands of children and their 
parents will wait in line to get 
some face time with jolly old 
St. Nick. 

The following are a hand-
ful of ways to make kids’ 
visits with Santa even more 
pleasant:

Do a test run
If your child has not taken 

a photo with Santa before, he 
may be frightened and the 

result will be a poor photo-
graph. The beard and the red 
coat coupled with the fact that 
kids are sitting on a strang-
er’s lap can be terrifying for 
youngsters. 

Acclimate your child to 
the experience by visiting the 
mall to see Santa and become 
familiar with what he looks 
like and how he acts. 

It may take a couple of vis-
its before your child is ready 
to wait in line for the real 
visit.

Go off-peak
Visit Santa when the store 

just opens or when lines are 
not as long, such as during 
school hours or dinner time. 
This should cut down on the 
wait and create a less tense 
experience. 

Confi rm visiting hours so 
you don’t arrive only to fi nd 
he’s out to lunch or feeding 
his reindeer. Do not sched-
ule anything after the Santa 
visit, so you don’t feel rushed.

Dress comfortably
Wear comfortable shoes 

and clothing so neither you 
nor the kids will be uncom-
fortable. The goal is to look 
nice for the photo, but not at 
the expense of the children’s 
comfort level. 

And while you should be 
comfortable as well, be sure to 
look presentable, in the event 
you have to hop into the photo 
if that’s the only way your son 
or daughter will tolerate the 
experience.

Pack some supplies
Bring snacks and drinks 

for the kids so hunger 
does not make them antsy. 
Bring along a change of 
clothes in case someone 
spills food or spits up be-
fore your turn.

Above all, try to have a 
good time and don’t expect 
perfection. Sometimes the 
best Santa-visit moments 
are the ones that are unre-
hearsed.  Discover the ways to make a visit with Santa a pleasant experience.
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Gift Cards now available to all
Maspeth Federal Savings customers.

· No processing fee

· Various design choices

· Choose your dollar amount
 from $10-$1000
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H anukkah, which roughly trans-
lates to “dedication” or “induc-
tion,” is a Jewish holiday cel-

ebrated each year in November or 
December, depending on the Jewish 
calendar. Although it may not hold the 
same level of spiritual signifi cance as 
some other holidays of the religion, 
Hanukkah is a highly anticipated and 
popular holiday among people who 
practice Judaism.

Two miracles are celebrated on Ha-
nukkah. One of them is a victory by a 

small number of Jews known as the 
Maccabees, who defeated the Greek 
army occupying the Holy Land. The 
other miracle occurred when the Mac-
cabees liberated their Temple from the 
Greeks. They only discovered a single 
night’s worth of oil to light the me-
norah. However, that oil managed to 
burn for eight days and nights.

Hanukkah celebrations include 
various traditions that commemorate 
these miracles. Many celebrations fo-
cus around food and fun. It’s common 

to fi nd similar foods in Jewish house-
holds during the eight days of Hanuk-
kah. Here’s a look at some of the more 
common foods and their signifi cance:

Latkes: Latkes have different names 
among the sects of Judaism, but they’re 
essentially fried potato pancakes. Dif-
ferent fried foods, like latkes, are eaten 
during Hanukkah to honor the miracle 
of the oil that burned for eight days. 
Other fried foods include jelly-fi lled 
doughnuts called “sufganiyot.”

Loukoumades: These deep-fried 
puffs dipped in honey or sugar are 
treats used to represent the cake eaten 
by the Maccabees. 

Dairy: Dairy was not always in-
cluded in Hanukkah traditions, but 
cheese, blintzes, and cheesecakes 
emerged to symbolize the story of Ju-
dith. Legend says Judith was a beau-
tiful woman who saved her village 
from attacking Babylonians. She was 
able to enter the enemy camp thanks 
to her beauty, charm, and a basket of 
wine and cheese she brought along. 
She fed the enemy general, Holofernes, 
who consumed lots of salty cheese and 
wine and passed out. Judith killed 
the general, and the Babylonians left 
shortly thereafter.

Brisket and tongue: Although 
these foods are not tied to a particu-
lar Hanukkah story, they have grown 
quite popular as traditional Hanuk-

kah meals. Beef brisket pairs well with 
potato latkes, and beef or veal tongue 
also may be served.

Kugel: Potatoes are often baked, 
along with other hearty vegetables, 
into casseroles called “kugels.” 

Challah: Challah is a leavened 
bread traditionally baked and served 
on the Sabbath and Jewish holidays. 
The braided white bread is both attrac-
tive to look at and tasty to eat.

Food plays a big role in many Ha-
nukkah traditions, as there are vari-
ous delicious dishes steeped in histori-
cal signifi cance.  

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Hanukkah foods are steeped in tradition

Christmas cookies made simple

Fried jelly doughnuts are a treat enjoyed on 
Hanukkah.

Baking cookies is a holiday 
tradition for many fami-
lies. Come the holiday 

season, many homes are fi lled 
with the inviting scents of va-
nilla, cinnamon, and melting 
chocolate. 

Baking cookies can be a so-
cial occasion in which family 
members and friends gather 
to create recipes passed down 
through generations. Or, bak-
ing can be a solitary venture in 
which cookies are prepared and 
packaged as holiday gifts. Ei-
ther way, people who bake dur-
ing the holiday season under-
stand that making Christmas 
cookies can be a time-consum-
ing, yet rewarding, process.

This year, holiday bakers 
can embrace a number of time-
saving tips and tricks to re-
duce the amount of time they 
spend in the kitchen and pos-
sibly even improve on existing 
recipes:

Use a cookie mix
Who says you have to 

toil and make cookies from 
scratch? It’s the thought that 
counts, and any number of cre-

ative recipes can begin by uti-
lizing a premade baking mix. 

These mixes already have 
most of the dry cookie ingre-
dients sifted together, includ-
ing fl our, baking soda, baking 
powder, salt, and sugar. All 
you have to do is add the wet 
ingredients and any extra em-

bellishments to make the mix 
your own. 

Prepare ahead
Many cookie dough reci-

pes can be made and stored for 
later use. In fact, refrigerating 
a log of cookie dough can make 
it easier to cut or handle later 

on. Spread out the bulk of your 
baking over two days and you 
might feel less taxed.

Try a 
no-bake recipe

Creative culinary experts 
continually reveal their clever 
tricks, and many of these in-

clude no-bake versions of fa-
vorite desserts. No-bake cook-
ies come together in a matter of 
minutes, but still employ a host 
of delicious ingredients. 

Recipes frequently feature 
similar ingredients to tra-
ditional cookies, but rely on 
chocolate, honey, or peanut 
butter as the setting agent to 
keep them together. Bakers 
may also like not having to 
turn on their ovens.

Recycle leftovers
If you have a fair amount of 

cookies remaining or several 
that broke apart or do not look 
good enough to serve, never fear. 
Such cookies can be used as part 
of another delicious dessert. 

Grind cookies into crumbs 
that can serve as a pie crust for 
pudding pies or no-bake cheese-
cakes, or mix cookie crumbs 
with cake frosting or a nut but-
ter and roll into balls. Dunk 
the balls into melted chocolate, 
add a lollipop stick, and make 
delicious cookie pops.

There are ways to reduce 
the amount of work and time 
required of holiday baking.  

Holiday bakers can embrace a number of time-saving tips and tricks to reduce the amount of time they spend 
in the kitchen.

shoppers. If possible, call stores be-
fore you leave the house to confi rm if 
they have certain items in stock, or 
buy items online from retailers who 
offer an in-store pickup option. Check-
out lines for in-store pickup items are 
often separated from more traditional 
checkout lines, further reducing your 
risk of waiting in long lines.

Shop local
Small local businesses may not 

boast the inventory of larger retail-
ers you’re liable to encounter at the 
mall, but local small businesses tend 

to deal with thinner crowds than na-
tional stores during the holiday sea-
son. Items in such businesses may be 
more unique than items sold at nation-
wide retailers.

Start early
Crowds only grow bigger and more 

impatient between Black Friday and 
the fi nal days before Christmas, so 
shoppers who can fi nd the time to 
shop before the height of the shopping 
season might fi nd parking lots and 
checkout lines more to their liking. 

The holiday shopping rush hits full 
swing in the weeks before Christmas 
Day, but there are many ways shop-
pers can get their shopping done and 
avoid the crowds at the same time.  

Continued from page 40 

RUSH
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
RDon't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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‘Tis the season for a comics convention

TV actresses Nichelle Nichols (r), the original Uhura from "Star Trek," and Adrienne Barbeau, who has made a 
second career in horror films like "The Fog," reminisce about their movies at Wintercon, the fantasy and com-
ic convention at Resorts World. 

Take me out to the ball game with the Furies, a fictional street gang 
from the 1979 movie "The Warriors," which inspired this group of con-
vention goers.

Photos by Michael Shain

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas, in a naughty or nice sort of way. 

For Wintercon goers, dressing up like characters from 
sci-fi movies and comic books is a break from the 
9-to-5 world. 

In cosplay (a contraction of “costume play”) partici-
pants adopt characters from manga, comic books and 
video games, adding a dash of their own attitude.

Yes, Ariel from the Disney movie "The Little Mermaid" is in the house at 
the Wintercom fantasy convention. And The Joker is providing her with 
security.  
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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transit for southeast Queens 
residents when he welcomed 
the board members.

“I hope you took public 
transportation,” he said. “I 
just came from City Hall and it 
was a two-hour ride, to let you 
know what we’re dealing with 
out here.”

Samuel Santaella, a mem-
ber of Riders Alliance from 
St. Albans, spoke about his 
support for half-price fares for 
poor New Yorkers, hoping to 
see the MTA improve econom-
ic opportunity for riders.

“I’m fighting for fair fares 
for myself and my commu-
nity,” he said. “Let’s make our 
turnstile an entryway, not a 
barrier.”

An MTA spokeswoman 
said fares from customers only 
accounted for about half of the 
MTA’s annual budget.

“The MTA always tries to 

keep fares as low as possible 
and still provide safe, reliable 
service,” she said. “The MTA 
already makes a substantial 
commitment to low-income 
city riders, including $625 mil-
lion annually MTA spends to 
subsidize services primarily 
available for NYC-only resi-
dents (such as elderly, para-
transit and schoolchildren).”

The Riders Alliance part-
ners with the Community 
Service Society of New York, 
which released a report in 
April about the detrimental ef-
fect fare increases are having 
on low-income New Yorkers. 
The study suggested the re-
duced fare be open to city resi-
dents between the ages of 18 
to 64 in families with incomes 
below the federal poverty lev-
el. The study estimated about 
800,000 New Yorkers could 
qualify.

According to the analysis, 
25 percent of the city’s near-
poor, defined as households 
with a total income between 

poverty and twice the poverty 
level, reported frequently be-
ing unable to afford bus and 
subway fares, with 28 percent 
of those living below the pov-
erty line reporting they could 
not do so.

Nancy Rankin, the agen-
cy’s vice president of policy 
research and advocacy, said 
she thought momentum was 
growing in the push to assist 
New Yorkers at or below the 
poverty line. She said Mayor 
Bill de Blasio had the legal 
authority to ask the MTA to 
consider reduced fares for a 
category of riders provided 
the city made up the lost rev-
enue in its budget. Rankin 
said CSSNY estimated a need 
of about $200 million per year 
if the reduced fare option was 
fully phased in.

“That’s consistent with 
what he rode into office on, 
which was ending the tale of 
two cities,” Rankin said.

records would be turned over 
to the federal government,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
Monday. “The whole idea of 
IDNYC was to give people 
an opportunity in this city 
to live a better life for them-
selves and their families, to 
have a deeper connection 
with the city and city govern-
ment. And it has been suc-
cessful, but the reason people 
were willing to trust us is we 
made very clear that there 
would never be a situation 
where it would lead to their 
deportation, and we’re going 
to keep that pledge, and it’s 
part of our law.”

Castonia and Malliotakis, 
citing public-records law, 
said in their lawsuit that de-
stroying government records 
“due to the results of a federal 
election is against the ideals 
of the United States and has 

no basis in law.”
One Queens lawmaker 

took umbrage with his fellow 
members of the Assembly.

“When we should be re-
inforcing the trust between 
our immigrant communi-
ties and the agencies that 
serve them, my colleagues 
have instead opted to further 
erode that trust,” Assembly-
man Francisco Moya (D-
East Elmhurst) said. “When 
IDNYC launched, we asked 
people to put their trust in 
this city, our city. This law-
suit only betrays them and 
scares them back into the 
shadows. The election has 
given undocumented im-
migrants in my district and 
throughout New York a lot to 
be concerned about, but get-
ting an identification card 
should not be one of them. It 
hurts our ability to provide 
them services; it hurts fami-
lies by making their lives 
more difficult.

percussions. It’s clear NYPD 
internal policy is not enough, 
and the New York City Coun-

cil’s legislation banning choke-
holds must be passed into law 
immediately.”

Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D- Elmhurst) said there are 
alternative methods to re-
strain suspects and the ban on 

chokeholds could potentially 
save lives. 

“In honor and in memory 
of Eric Garner, I stand with 
Council Member Lancman 
in calling for an end to the 
NYPD’s chokehold policy,” 

he said “Medical and crimi-
nal justice experts agree that 
chokeholds are dangerous 
and too often put the life of 
those under arrest at risk. The 
NYPD has safer methods of 
detaining suspects at its dis-

posal, and must employ those 
methods.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.”

Continued from Page 4 
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IDNYC

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich
Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung
K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton
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LATE

This spring, the NYU School of Professional Studies (NYUSPS), a 
leader in professionally focused education, will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide individuals who have earned a high school de-
gree with the opportunity to acquire industry focused skills that will pre-
pare them for jobs in fields with growing levels of employment. New Di-
plomas, offered through NYUSPS Professional Pathways, are designed as 
immersive programs of study that can be completed in as little as one se-
mester. During Spring 2017, nine Diplomas will be offered. They include:

The Diploma in Basic Project Management, which gives students a 
hands-on understanding of the essential terminology and the application 
of the basic tools, techniques, and practices required to become an effec-
tive and contributing member of a project team.

The Diploma in Bookkeeping, a blended program, which imparts 
the knowledge and skill sets to perform functions within the bookkeeping 
cycle, manually and with QuickBooks and Xero, and grounds students in 
accounting ethics and best practices.

The Diploma in Childcare Management provides the understand-
ing of the business and administrative skills needed to establish a child-
care center.

The Diploma in Construction Administration is a blended pro-
gram that provides the skills to secure an entry-level position within the 
commercial or residential building sectors of the real estate industry. 
Students learn about the construction process and document administra-
tion, and gain an introduction to construction methods and materials, 
building systems, drawings, estimating, and scheduling.

The Diploma in Introduction to Programming with Python pro-
vides students with the knowledge and the applied skills needed to pursue 
careers as junior software engineers or developers in one of the fastest-
growing and most in-demand languages in the industry. 

The Diploma in Medical Coding teaches students how to compile, 
process, and maintain medical records by becoming proficient in ICD-10 
medical coding.

The Diploma in Restaurant Operations and Guest Service will 
prepare students with a comprehensive understanding of front-of-house 
and back-of-house restaurant operations. Students benefit from site visits 
to NYC restaurants and from the invaluable experiences of seasoned in-
dustry veterans.

The Diploma in Retail Operations Management trains students 
with the enhanced knowledge, expertise, insights, and skills required to 
become a retail buyer, a retail merchandiser, or a retail operations man-
agement trainee.

The Diploma in Web Design and Development teaches students the 
essential webpage development skills through hands-on practice using 
HTML5 and CSS.

All Diplomas will provide industry specific career modules presented 
online in a self-paced format, which help students to better understand 
the job market. Upon completion of a diploma, students also will have 
access to an online portal featuring job postings and a resource library. 
Annual networking events will provide opportunities to meet with peers 
and employers in the field. Each program of study provides students with 
a tangible take-away project that can be added to their résumé and pre-
sented to prospective employers.

For more information about NYUSPS Diploma Programs, visit
sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 or call 212-998-7200. Application deadline is 
January 4, 2017.

High School Graduates, Build Skills 
in Fields That are Hiring Through 

Affordable,  Short-Format NYUSPS 
Diploma Programs

ADVERTORIAL
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

January 20, 2017!
Deadline Jan. 13, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice:
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Jan. 13, 2017

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, January 26th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy
Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly
John Liu

Monica Loja
Richard Mazda
Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar
Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano
Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas
Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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BY NAIESHA ROSE

With Christmas just around 
the corner, one of the holiday’s 
most traditional features—the 
gingerbread house—is getting 
its moment in the spotlight at 
the New York Hall of Science. 
Whether you just want to have 
a look at (and eventually a taste 
of) some of those creations, or 
if you’d rather try your hand at 
making one of your own, there’s 
something available at NYSCI’s 
GingerBread Lane.

From now until Jan. 15, visi-
tors to GingerBread Lane can 
stroll past houses made com-
pletely from edible gingerbread, 
royal icing and candy. The hous-
es are drafted, designed, baked, 
planned, built and decorated by 
chef Jon Lovitch over the course 
of an entire year. GingerBread 
Lane has won the Guinness World 

Record for 2013, 2014 and 2015 for 
the largest gingerbread village 
and Lovitch’s creations will con-
tend for that title again this year.

For his last record-breaking 
effort, Lovitch said that he made 
1,102 gingerbread houses. This 
year he hopes to beat his own 
record by clocking in at around 
1,200 icing-covered structures.

While Lovitch is a master of 
the traditional gingebread house, 
he also likes to broaden his hori-
zons a bit. “At the absolute best, 
my theme would be Charles 
Dickens’ London,” said Lovitch. 
“I love the black and white look 
that you see in the old Ebenezer 
Scrooge movies, and a little bit 
of the Tim Burton flair... like 
‘Corpse Bride,’” he added. 

Becoming a gingerbread vil-
lage world record holder was 
not an easy feat for Lovitch. De-
spite learning to become a chef 

at Johnson County Community 
College in Kansas City, Mo., his 
specialty was Southern cuisine, 
not baking. 

“I was actually in a ginger-
bread competition in 1993 named 
Gingerbread Lane... and I lost,” 
said Lovitch. “I could handle los-
ing, but I couldn’t handle the fact 
that everybody that I lost to was 
not making gingerbread houses 
or not using gingerbread, which 
unfortunately was allowed for 
the rules.”

Always looking for a chal-
lenge, Lovitch decided to keep 
training himself in the art of 
making gingerbread houses by 
building an entire gingerbread 
village the following year. 

“The very first village I made 
in 1994, I had no clue of what I was 
doing,” he said. “It took several 
years to get the icing right.” 

Good 
Enough 
to Eat

GingerBread Lane brings holiday 
spirit to the New York Hall of Science

Continued on Page 52

GingerBread Lane will be 
open at the New York Hall of 
Science through Jan. 15.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose
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A Christmas Carol — Titan Theatre’s “A 
Christmas Carol” returns to the Queens Theatre 
this holiday season. This fresh, delightful 
musical production transports audiences to 
Victorian England, where Ebenezer Scrooge, 
is visited by spirits from the past, present, 
and future, who change his life forever. A 
classic story of redemption and forgiveness, 
A Christmas Carol is the perfect theatrical 
experience for everyone’s holiday season.
When: Friday-Saturday, Dec. 9-10 and 
Wednesday-Friday, Dec. 14-16 at 7:30 pm; 
Saturday, Dec. 10 at 2 pm; Sunday, Dec. 11 at 
4 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

Thalia Hispanic Theatre — Colombian 
Dance Company Cali Salsa Pal’ Mundo is 
performing in “The History of Salsa.” This 
show explores the history of a genre that for 
decades has been embraced throughout the 
world and continues to enchant audiences 
with its rhythms and dance moves. 
When: Friday and Saturday, Dec. 9-10 at 8 
pm; Sunday, Dec. 11, 4pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic Theater, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $40

Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Fancy Theater Blues! — This play by Seanie 
Sugrue tells the story of Rick McCabe, an 
emerging playwright tackling the trials and 
tribulations of a life in the theater. 
When: Friday, Dec. 9 and Wednesday, Dec. 14 
at  8 pm; Saturday, Dec.10 at 5 pm; Sunday, 
Dec.11 at 5 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Website: www.lockedintheatticproductions.
com

A Charlie Brown Christmas — First shown 
as an animated television special in 1965, 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” has been a big 
part of holiday tradition ever since. This 
family-friendly holiday musical based on the 
special follows Charlie Brown, Snoopy and 
the whole Peanuts gang as they grapple with 
the meaning of Christmas.
When: Dec. 20-24, 27-30 at 8 pm; Dec. 24 at 
2 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18, $12 for children, $50 for a family 
of four
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.theworldvoiceensemble.com

Answers in Sports

Mr. Taylor proves 
himself the greatest   
choreographer alive.
  - The New York Times
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BY MARK HALLUM

A 2015 estate sale in Long 
Island led to the discovery of a 
rare and alarming relic of the 
Holocaust—a jacket that had 
belonged to prisoner No. 84679 
from the Dachau concentra-
tion camp. 

Lithuanian Benzion Per-
esetski had been assigned the 
jacket when he was held cap-
tive in the camp. After his lib-
eration in 1944, Peresetski kept 
the jacket, bringing it with him 
when he eventually moved to 
the United States. It stayed in 
his closet for the next 65 years—
until 37 years after his death.

That jacket is the center-
piece of an exhibit currently 
at the Kupferberg Holocaust 
Center in Bayside. “The Jacket 
from Dachau: One Survivor’s 
Search for Justice, Identity 
and Home” tells the story of 
a man who was forced into a 
ghetto, suffered for 10 months 
at the hands of the Nazis, and 
then spent years in a displaced 
persons camp in Landsberg, 
Germany before seeking repa-
rations in the United States as 

an emigre. During World War 
II, his brother had been mur-
dered by the Nazis.

Once he got to America, 
Peresetski faced troubles 
similar to those experienced 
by other immigrants, such as 
unemployment and identity 
crisis. He changed his name 
multiple times and eventually 

settled on Ben Peres.
A photograph in the ex-

hibit shows him in front of 
the Unishpere in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park with a 
young boy in his arms. It was 
taken during the years he 
spent in New York City, from 
1950 to 1968.

In 1968, Peresetski used 

the $4,173.70 he received from 
the German government for 
the pain and suffering he ex-
perienced as a victim of the 
Third Reich to make a down 
payment on a home for him 
and his mother in Bellmore, 
L.I. In 1978, Peresecki died at 
the age of 52 of a stroke during 
his daughter’s Bat Mitzvah. 
The estate sale at the Bellmore 
house in 2015 uncovered an 
item his children did not even 
know he carried from his time 
in Dachau.

“This authentic jacket pro-
vides anyone who comes near it 
an opportunity to be instantly 
transported into the past. Few 
Holocaust survivor stories can 
be told so completely.” Dan 
Leshem, director of the Kupfer-
berg Holocaust Center, said.

“I was stunned by the condi-
tion of the coat,” Leshem said. 
“After all, this is a 70-year-old 
garment. I understood this 
survivor wanted to make sure 
that this artifact outlived him, 
which it ultimately did.”

The exhibit offers a tangible 
link to the life of one of the many 
survivors of the Holocaust.

“The lessons of the Holo-
caust, particularly as contextu-
alized within education about 
other genocides and crimes 
against humanity, offer an un-
paralleled opportunity to ad-
dress the cultural, educational, 
and civic needs of our diverse 
community,” Dr. Diane Call, 
president of Queensborough 
Community College, said. “The 
KHC is neither a museum nor a 
library. We are a learning labo-
ratory where students, survi-
vors and members of the global 
community learn through their 
hearts, minds and actions.”

The full exhibit features 
documents and photographs 
of Peresetski’s life, which were 
provided to the museum by his 
daughter. Those artifacts take 
viewers from his time in the 
displaced persons camp after 
the war, to his life in New York 
City and Long Island.

The exhibit is expected to 
run through January.

The Kupferberg Holocaust 
Center is located at 222-05 
56th Ave. and is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

A jacket found by a vintage clothing dealer at an estate sale tells a sto-
ry about the Holocaust in the exhibit “The Jacket from Dachau” at the 
Kupferberg Holocaust Center. Courtesy Queensborough Community College

Clothing dealer’s fi nd tells complex historial tale
“The Jacket from Dachau” uses prisoner’s jacket to tell story of Holocaust survivors 

PRIVATE ROOMS: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 +tax p/p
(50 Person Minimum) 

Thursday: $65.00 +tax p/p ( 50 Person Minimum) 
Friday & Saturday: $75.00 +tax p/p (100 Person Minimum) 

Sunday: $75.00 +tax p/p (50 Person Minimum) 

FOR THOSE SMALLER COMPANIES THAT CAN NOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, 
WE CAN OFFER A SEMI PRIVATE AREA IN OUR MAIN BALLROOM (With other groups of guests) 

D.J. INCLUDED 

DECEMBER 9th & DECEMBER 14th ONLY $60.00 +tax p/p (10 Person Minimum)

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW 
& YOUR TICKET AT OUR NEW YEAR’S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 

p/p

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

718-224-8787 * www.thedouglastonmanor.com 
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD. * DOUGLASTON * N.Y * 11363

PR
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FILM

Beatbox Boom Bap Around 
the World — In “Beatbox 
Boom Bap Around the World,” 
director Pascal Tessaud lets 
the audience hear some of 
the best vocal percussionists 
in the game. Alongside Rahzel 
and Kenny Muhammad from 
New York; Flashbox, Alem 
and BMG from France; and 
an international roster of 
beatbox superstars; there 
is also a visit to the world 
championships in Berlin. 
Along the way, Tessaud 
unearths the rich sounds 
and textures of the art of 
beatboxing. 
When: Friday, December 9, 
7:30 pm 
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria

Cost: $20 ($15 for members 
at the Film Lover and MoMI 
Kids Premium levels / free 
for Silver Screen and above). 
Contact: (718) 777-6820
Website: movingimage.us
Karaoke at the Movies: The 
Little Mermaid — This series 
makes its audience the star 
of the movie, as they are 
encouraged to sing and dance 
their way through Disney 
favorites. Tonight, they’ll be 
singing along to “The Little 
Mermaid.” Against her dad’s 
wishes, Ariel journeys beyond 
her own world to the surface, 
where she falls in love with 
Prince Eric, a handsome 
human. Foolishly, the little 
mermaid enters into an 
agreement with evil sea witch 
Ursula in order to become 
human herself.
When: Saturday, Dec. 10 

6:30 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: visitqpac.org
  

EVENTS

Holiday Bazaar 
Extravaganza — This day of 
food, fun and entertainment 
includes such activities as 
arts and crafts, games, face 
painting, music and a magic 
show. There will also be a 
variety of vendors with many 
products and services for 
sale. From 1 pm - 2 pm, there 
will be a special performance 
by Jazzman “S,” in which he 
will perform his unique blend 
of magic, music and comedy.
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, 10 
am - 2 pm
Where: Cross Island 
YMCA, 238-10 Hillside Ave., 
Bellerose
Cost: Free ($5 per person for 
Jazzman “S”)
Contact: (718) 551-9300
Website: ymca.org/
crossisland

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 9-15, 2016

By Ed Canty

JEWELS
Across
1. Secret store
6. Amusing old guy
10.  Like taking candy 

from a baby?
14.  Best way to leave 

Vegas?
15. Kuwaiti, e.g.
16.  A Grimm beginning?
17.  C.E.O. protector?
20. Pupil's spot
21.  One kind of order
22. Laughed loudly
23. Begin
25. Prevaricated
26. Taxi door info
28.  Insect-repelling 

compound
32. Type of bay?
34.  "Attention please..."
35. Bud holder?
38.  Gem of a financier
42.  Maglie of baseball
43. "Bye now"
44.  Chaplin and others
45.  Ancient writing 

material
48.  Wound healer?
49.  "The ___ 

thickens"
51.  Agents making busts
53. Conversation
55.  A shade of beige
56.  Leaves in hot 

water
59.  Like Dorothy's 

traveling shoes
62.  Workers' purchase 

arrangement, for 
short

63.  Kitten's pick-up 
spot?

64. Makes bread?
65.  Board members: 

Abbr.
66.  "Roget's" info: 

Abbr.
67.  German coal city

Down
1. Animal house?
2. Bridge call?
3. Heavenly
4. Taken in
5. Swell subject?
6. Per ___
7. Grueling exam
8. Boat propeller?
9.  Apparatus for 

pullups?
10. Angora
11. Accustom (to)
12.  Appeared on stage
13.  Financial aid factor

18.  A crack investigator?
19.  Capital of Sri 

Lanka
24.  Rain cats and 

dogs
26.  Casting 

requirements?
27.  Pavarotti specialty
29.  "Hot Lips" 

Houlihan's rank
30. Beta preceder?
31. Border line?
33.  'You are here' 

arrow, e.g.
35.  Kitchen 

containers
36. Bachelor No. 1?
37.  Wall St. workplace
39.  Barely beat
40.  Calendar square
41.  Campus military 

org.

45.  Sea anemones, e.g.
46.  Sam and Tom, 

relatively?
47.  Apology 

from Indian 
seamstress?

49.  First of 12 popes 
with a religious-
sounding name

50.  Motherly 
business?

52. Indian coin
53. Great Scott?
54.  D.D.E. and others
55.  Inits. for an 

armchair 
quarterback?

57.  Another graceful 
seabird

58. Org.
60.  Calendar square
61. Faux finish?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

TRIFECTA
D E M O P R E S C U R E D
I T E M A B L E A G O R A
T H R E E M I L E I S L A N D
T A I G A A S T A I R E S
O N T A R I O A A S

C R A W L D O S E
I C E S H E E T B E L I E
T H R E E D O L L A R B I L L
C O R E Y A E R O S O L S
H O S P P A S S E

F A T T A R M A C S
S T A T I S T S E A T O N
T H R E E S E C O N D R U L E
E A T E R S A N E I N O R
M I S S Y T R E E S E N D

The Great Northeast 
Cheese Fest — Dozens of 
artisanal creameries from 
New York State and beyond 
showcase a diverse selection 
of artisanal cheeses, from 
sharp Cheddars, to luscious 
triple cremes and tangy 
goat cheeses along with the 
fi nest wines and spirits. Top 
chefs will also create dishes 
with featured cheeses. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, 6 pm

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $60/$100 VIP
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x 222
Website: fl ushingtownhall.
org

MUSIC

St. Francis Prep Christmas 
Concerts — Eleven ensembles, 
and nearly 600 students, 

will play a wide selection 
of seasonal music  at two 
concerts Dec. 9 and 10 in St. 
Francis Prep’s Brother Ralph 
Clifford Memorial Auditorium. 
Friday’s concert will feature 
the school’s three orchestras, 
in addition to its concert 
chorus and percussion 
ensemble, while Saturday’s 
concert will showcase three 
bands, the Prep Chorus and 
the Chamber Choir. In addition, 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Continued on Page 54

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY MERLE EXIT

The Jackson Heights Orches-
tra, led by Artistic Director and 
Founder Patricia Glunt, will kick 
off its fifth season with a concert 
Wednesday, Dec. 14. In addition to 
playing music by Bach, Krommer 
and Mozart, the orchestra will 
perform a piece, Peri Mauer’s “All 
Along the Heights,” that was com-
missioned to celebrate its fifth 
birthday. Also featured is soloist 
Thomas Piercy on clarinet.

For Glunt, who serves as the 
conductor, the Jackson Heights 
Orchestra is the realization of a 
longtime goal. “It’s something 
I’ve always wanted to do,” she 
said. “Having some free moments 
in my life, I decided to conduct 
a local orchestra in Jackson 
Heights through the Jackson 
Heights Beautification Group, 
whose mission is to preserve, re-
store, revitalize and maintain the 
community of Jackson Heights.”

Glunt, a former assistant prin-
cipal from Long Island City High 
School and president of the Music 
Educators’ Association of New 
York, said she “wanted a venue 
where the amateur musicians 
could meet with like-minded peo-
ple, rehearse and come together 

to play. It has now become a great 
journey for me and the communi-
ty.” The orchestra practices once 
a week on a Tuesday evening with 
two months of rehearsals prior to 
a performance.

She describes the members of 
this adult community orchestra 
as a “mixed bag of semi-profes-
sionals and amateurs, as well as 
those who have played instru-
ments during their high school or 
college education.” When Glunt 
first held auditions back in 2012, 
the orchestra only had nine mem-
bers, leaving them scrambling to 
find nine more to be able to play 
their first concert.

Since then, the orchestra has 
expanded. “Presently, we have 
about 30 members,” she said, 
“with a focus on building up the 
string sections and filling up 
the lesser ones such as the bas-
soon, trombone and French horn. 
Woodwinds and brass tend to 
have two on each instrument.” 
There are times that she further 
reaches out when another instru-
mentalist is needed.

Glunt’s musical careet got 
started when she learned to play 
the violin as a small child. She at-
tended a conservatory in Califor-
nia for her college education and 

attained her master’s degree in 
Music at Queens College. Having 
always played first violin, she pre-
ferred playing second violin for 
“the inner voicing of the instru-
ment and parts” in later years.

At times she takes a break 
when her assistant, Dr. Steven L. 
Rosenhaus, conducts the orches-
tra. “It is important for the or-
chestra to see different people in 
front of it as well as being good for 
the audience to see the orchestra 
as its own entity,” she said.

That sense of seeing the musi-
cians and the conductor as equal 
partners extends to her approach 
when she is the one holding the 
baton. Usually a conductor dic-
tates exactly how thing are to be 
done. Glunt’s approach is to work 
with the possible interpretations 
that a soloist might want to bring 
to the table and then work from 
there. “Ultimately,” she said, “the 
group plays as one instrument.”

The concert will take place at 
7:30 p.m.at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, located at 82nd Street 
and 34th Avenue in Jackson 
Heights. All are invited to the re-
ception afterward. The concert is 
free, but there is a suggested do-
nation of $10, $5 for seniors and 
students.

Artistic Director and Founder Patricia Glunt of the Jackson 
Heights Orchestra Courtesy Patricia Glunt

Symphonic sounds come to Jax Heights

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection



52    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 9-15, 2016 TL

After years of making 
gingerbread houses, Lovitch 
learned about the strictly “gin-
gerbread and icing” Guinness 
World Record event in 2012. He 
knew he had to be in the 2013 
competition. Facing competi-
tion that included bakers from 
Norway, India and Germany, 
Lovitch won by making 157 
gingerbread houses and follow-
ing the strict guidelines, which 
prohibited using any inedible 
products to hold the houses to-
gether.

After leaving his career as 
an executive chef of southern 
cuisine at such hotels as the 
Brooklyn Bridge Marriott, he 
is now a fulltime gingerbread 
village baker. 

“Between the three exhib-
its I did this year, I spent 3,100 
hours,” said Lovitch. His other 
displays are at the Kennywood 
Amusement Park near Pitts-
burgh and the Mohegan Sun 
Casino in Uncasville, Conn.  

When it comes to his part-
nership with the New York 
Hall of Science, he couldn’t 
help but notice how it was a 
perfect fit. 

“It’s chemistry,” he said. 
“It took me 10 years to under-
stand that part of it before it 

took off.” 
Over a decade, Lovitich 

learned to use just the right 
amount of oil and water at the 
correct temperature to make 
the perfect gingerbread house, 
but he hasn’t mastered his 
emotions when it comes to the 
bittersweet moment of giving 
the delectable homes away. 

“I conduct the giveaway 

myself. It’s actually fun... peo-
ple get in line because they 
want a piece of it... but it is 
gut-wrenching for me because 
a whole year’s work is gone 
in literally a matter of hours. 
Something that took me over 
3,000 hours and 11 months is 
gone in two hours. That’s sad 
for me. I’m like, wow! But it is 
also good, because now I can 
start over.”

If you’d like to follow in Lo-
vitch’s footsteps and make a gin-
gerbread house yourself, NYSCI 
is offering several GingerBread 
Lane House-Building Work-
shops over the next few weeks. 
In those workshops, partici-
pants will be able to build their 
houses from a kit containing the 
same materials Lovitch used to 
create the GingerBread Lane ex-
hibit: gingerbread pieces, icing 
and candy. The workshops will 
be at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. on Dec. 10, 
17, 28 and 29. The cost of the kit 
is $10, $8 for NYSCI members.

But if you’d rather sample 
Lovitch’s work than your own, 
you can come to the giveaway 
on Monday, Jan. 16.  The ginger-
bread houses will be distributed 
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis until GingerBread Lane is 
nothing but a memory. Visitors 
are asked to bring a box or bag 
(flat-bottomed shopping bags or 
paper grocery bags work best) 
to carry their gingerbread loot 

home. The Giveaway runs from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. with the line be-
ginning at 2 p.m. Free with NY-
SCI admission.

For more information 
about GingerBread Lane and 
the New York Hall of Science, 
go to www.nysci.org.

Continued from Page 47 

Gingerbread

Every part of the buildings on GingerBread Lane is constructed of edible 
materials. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Jon Lovitch holds the Guinness 
World Record for gingerbread vil-
lages. Courtesy Jon Lovitch

Win a ROMANTIC stay in NYC -  Hotel, Theatre Tickets and Dinner included!* 

FALL SALE-ING & SWEEPSTAKES  
DAYS IN GREAT NECK PLAZA!

PLUS THESE GREAT PRIZES:
Linda Silver Designs 
Designer Handbag

Andrew Hotel 
One Night Stay

Muse Paint Bar 
�������	�
��	���	�

Camp & Campus 
��������	�
��	���	��

La Rotonda 
�������	�
��	���	�

Great Neck Diner 
�������	�
��	���	�

Great sales. Great fashions.  
Great everything in GREAT NECK PLAZA! 

VISIT WWW.SHOPGREATNECK.COM FOR RULES AND REGULATIONS.

HOPPING
LOCAL SMART

HOPPING

Is
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Please call to make reservations: (718) 224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston, New York 11363

www.thedouglastonmanor.com

Celebrate
New Year’s Eve

at the
December 31 s t,

2016
Five Course Dinner  DJ & Dancing

Open Bar

We also have private rooms that can accommodate up to 125 people

Tuscan Table
A grand display of Antipasti

Stuzzichini
Passed Hors D’Oeuvres

UPON ARRIVAL:

Sit Down Dinner
Winter Salad

Ravioli Duo

Surf ‘N’ Turf ‘N’ Turf

Chocolate Symphony
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BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

                  VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

HOMEMADE  ITALIAN  CUISINE

SERVING:  Steak  Chicken  Veal  Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

Babich Family 
Owned Since 1939

RESERVE
 YOUR HOLIDAY 

PARTIES 
NOW!

OPEN 
AT NOON
7 DAYS
A WEEK

choirs from Middle School 74, 
Intermediate School 77 and 
St. Andrew Avellino Catholic 
Academy will join in.
When: Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 9 and 10, 7:45 pm (doors 
open at 7:15 PM)
Where: St. Francis Prep. 6100 
Francis Lewis Blvd., Fresh 
Meadows
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 423-810 x255 
or x213
Website: www.sfponline.com

Oratorio Society of Queens 
— The Oratorio Society of 
Queens and Maestro David 
Close perform excerpts from 
Handel’s “Messiah” with 
chorus, soloists, and OSQ’s 
orchestra, The Orchestral Arts 
Ensemble of Queens. Sing 
along and join in the fun with 
your favorite Christmas carols 
and Chanukah favorites as 
the whole audience lifts their 
voices in song!
When: Sunday, Dec. 18, 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside.
Cost: $35; $30 seniors 
(62+) and students with ID; 
$10 children 12 and under 
accompanied by an adult. 

Day of performance: $40; 
$10 children 12 and under 
accompanied by an adult. 
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.
queensoratorio.org

Gamelan Son of Lion — 
Gamelan Son of Lion is a 
repertory ensemble that 
bridges two musical worlds: 
experimental contemporary 
America and the bright gongs 
of Indonesia. The instruments 
are from Indonesia with 
home-made additions. The 
music is written by the group 
of composer-performers, each 
in their unique styles, as well 
as traditional music of Bali 
and Java.
When: Friday, Dec. 16, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16, $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x 222
Website: fl ushingtownhall.
org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Young Discoverers Club 
- Wind Power — Wind fl ows 
all around us. It whistles 
strongest in the winter. Why 
is that? We cannot see it 
but we can feel it sting our 
cheeks, and we see its action 

on the earth. In thie event, 
kids from 8 to 12 can learn 
all about this mysterious and 
important part of weather. 
From creating their own wind 
and experimenting with wind 
energy, to understanding 
and making their own wind 
instruments, kids get to do 
it all in this hands on class! 
Materials included.  Limited 
to 8 participants.
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, 
12:30 - 2:30 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18/members, $24/Not 
yet a member
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Queens Collects: 60 Years 
at the GTM —  Selections from 
the best of the over 6,000 
works in the collection of the 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum at 
Queens College are on display 
in this major exhibition. It 
revisits the creation of the 
collection, exploring the 
museum founders, featuring 
donations from the past 
decade and examining art 
collecting today. Highlights 
include a triptych sculpture by 

Louise Nevelson, Indonesian 
Ikat textiles, and 5th century 
ceramics from Nazca, Peru, 
among other treasures.
When: Through Dec. 17. 
Museum hours are Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7pm and 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., 405 
Klapper Hall, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: gtmuseum.org

Sascha Braunig: Shivers 
— With more than 20 works 
made over the last fi ve 
years, Shivers showcases 
Braunig’s unique approach 
to the studio portrait. 
Beginning with meticulously 
rendered paintings of 
fantastical sculptural 
constructions, the artist has 
deployed a range of pictorial 
techniques to depict bodies 
under duress.
When: Runs until March 5, 
2017. The museum is open 
Thursday through Monday 
from 12 pm to 6 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: Museum admission is 
$10 for adults, $5 for students 
and senior citizens, free 
children under 15 free. Also, 
until Oct. 15, 2017, all residents 

of New York’s fi ve boroughs 
receive free entrance to all 
exhibitions during regular 
museum hours; excluding 
concerts, fundraisers, and 
ticketed events

FITNESS

NYRR Open Run: Astoria 
Park— Open Run is a 
community-based, volunteer-
led running initiative bringing 
free weekly runs and walks 
to local neighborhood parks. 
The fi nish line is open until 
the last person is done. The 
courses vary based on the 
park, but the courses are 
between 2.5 and 3 miles long. 
Participants are encouraged 
to arrive 15 minutes before 
the start of the run and to 
leave their valuables at home 
– bag check is not provided. 
Open to all ages, experience 
levels, walkers, strollers, 
dogs: All are welcome.
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, 9 
am - 10 am
Where: Astoria Park Track, 
14-28 Astoria Park South
Cost: Free
Contact: (855) 569-6977
Website: openrun.nyrr.org

Shape Up NYC: Zumba — 
Zumba is a fi tness dance 
party that incorporates easy 
to follow dance moves to 

Latin and World rhythms. This 
total body workout addresses 
muscle strength and 
endurance while keeping the 
heart rate up to burn calories 
and strengthen the cardio 
respiratory system.
When: Monday, Dec. 12, 6:30 
pm - 7:30 pm
Where: Queens Library - 
Windsor Park, 79-50 Bell Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 468-8300
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/programs/recreation/
shape-up-nyc

COMEDY

The Creek & The Cave — 
“Hard, Lonely & Vicious” 
mixes stand up and 
drinking games. Peggy 
O’Leary (Montreal JFL) 
and Lucas Connolly (New 
York Comedy Festival) host 
some of New York City’s 
top comics. By the end of 
the night it feels like a fun 
house party. Come drink, 
laugh and learn a little too 
much about some of the 
best stand up comics. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, 8 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Continued from Page 50 

Arts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY BEN LEIBOWITZ

The Archbishop Molloy 
boys’ basketball team cer-
tainly knows the right way to 
start the season. 

The Stanners opened up 
the year in impressive fash-
ion Dec. 2, cruising to a 100-
55 victory over St. John the 
Baptist in a non-conference 
tilt. It was all Molloy from 
the get-go as the squad show-
cased its roster, including the 
explosive talents of big men 
Moses Brown and John Her-
ring. 

“Frankly, we haven’t 
practiced well this week, so I 
thought it was highly impor-
tant for us to get out in front 
early,” said Molloy coach 
Mike McCleary. “The lead we 
got early in the game helped 
us stay aggressive through-
out the game.”

Molloy jumped out to a 13-

point lead after the first quar-
ter and never took its foot off 
the gas, sparked by a 10-point 
run in the final two minutes 
of the frame. 

The team continued its ag-
gressive style of play and by 
the end of the first half the 
Stanners took a commanding 
54-29 lead. 

It was Molloy’s effort on 
defense, however, that pre-
vented any sort of momen-
tum from St. John the Bap-
tist. The Stanners regularly 
forced quick shots and mis-
takes, racking up 21 steals 
and pushing the ball out in 
transition to pad their cush-
ion. 

St. John the Baptist also 
struggled to find an answer 
for either Brown or Herring. 
The seven-foot Brown fin-
ished with 28 points—going 
14 of 16 from the field—while 

Moses Brown scored 28 points for Archbishop Molloy in their victory 
over St. John the Baptist.

BY LAURA AMATO

The Eagle Academy III foot-
ball team never had any doubt 
that its defensive line would 
hold. 

Coach Kevin Williams 
stood in front of his players 
Saturday night, looked them 
in the eye and told them they 
were going to win. Their de-
fense would not back down. It 
would hit and hit hard. 

It did. Twice. 
The Eagles staged a pair of 

goal-line stands—once at the 
end of regulation and again in 
overtime—to notch a 12-6 vic-
tory over Frederick Douglass 
Academy and secure the PSAL 
cup championship at MCU 
Park. Gary Newman scored 
the game-winning touchdown 
on Eagle Academy’s overtime 
possession. 

“We hang our hat on our 
defense,” Williams said. “This 
wasn’t the first time we had 
to make a big stop. The first 

thing I said when they got it, 
was ‘We’ve been here before.’ I 
knew going into overtime they 
were never going to score.”

It was a defensive show-
down throughout the game, as 
both teams struggled to move 
the ball in the second half 
following early touchdowns. 
Eagle Academy (12-0) thought 
it had a chance to take the lead 
in the fourth quarter, however, 
when Tyler Nation picked off 
Lions quarterback Omari Hill 
with 1:25 left on the clock. 

But on the very next play, 
a tipped ball in the middle of 
the field turned into an inter-
ception and FDA took over on 
the 16-yard line. The Eagles’ 
defense didn’t miss a beat, 
forcing Hill out of bounds on 
fourth down at the two-yard 
line as time expired. 

“The defense held it down 
today,” Newman said. “We 
did our job. We came up with 
a couple of clutch plays and 
tackles.”

FDA converted a fourth-
and-four on its OT drive as 
Hill evaded tackles in the 
backfield and set the ball up 
on the seven-yard line. An off-
sides penalty two plays later 
put the Lions (11-1) up at the 
two-yard line, but, once again 
the Eagles held strong—drop-
ping Mamadou Miete for a loss 
and keeping Hill out of the end 
zone on fourth and goal. 

“It’s about going back to 
your roots, finding what’s in-
side of you and finding your 
why,” said junior linebacker 
Omar Morrissey, who notched 
the game-saving tackle. “That 
why is what got us that stop on 
fourth down.”

Newman made good on his 
late pick on the Eagles’ ensu-
ing possession—hitting Dean 
Parham for a 21-yard strike 
on third down and following 
up with a one-yard run for the 
game-winning touchdown. 

“To come out here and get 

Eagle Academy III poses with its championship banner after defeating FDA 12-6 in the PSAL cup championship 
at MCU Park.  Photo by Laura Amato

Continued on Page 59Continued on Page 59

Eagles take PSAL title
Strong defense key to Eagle Academy III’s triumph

Stanners open season 
with lopsided victory
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BY LAURA AMATO

The Francis Lewis girls’ 
basketball team couldn’t quite 
handle the pressure. 

The Patriots struggled 
against South Shore’s full-
court press and aggressive de-
fense in a rematch of last year’s 
PSAL championship game, 
falling 68-30 in their season 
opener on Monday night. 

“Once they put some pres-
sure on us, we started turning 
the ball over,” said Francis 
Lewis coach Stephen Tsai. 
“And it almost looked like 
some of our girls were playing 
for the other team. We were 
just giving them ball.”

Both teams struggled to 
put the ball in the hoop early 
on before Natalia Bonhomme 
notched the first points of the 
night with just under three 
minutes left in the first quar-
ter. 

Francis Lewis actually 
felt confident after the open-
ing eight minutes of play—
bolstered by a strong zone de-
fense that kept South Shore’s 
experienced roster on its toes. 
But as soon as the Lady Vi-
kings settled into their full-
court press and a man-to-man, 
trap defense in the half-court, 
Francis Lewis lost its focus, 
struggling to maintain pos-

session. 
And, more importantly, the 

Patriots lost their offensive 
edge. 

Francis Lewis was held to 
just one field goal in the sec-
ond quarter as South Shore 
jumped out to a 29-10 lead at 
halftime. 

“We’ve been working on 
our press breaker during prac-
tice, trying to get it together,” 
Bonhomme said. “We’ve been 
pushing the ball faster now 
than we did before, but it’s 
hard to get it going in game 
time.”

South Shore didn’t slow 
down coming out of the break 
and, once again, the Patriots 
were held to just one jumpshot 
in the frame. The Lady Vi-
kings outscored Francis Lew-
is 25-to-5 in the third quarter, 
forcing the Patriots into tough 
shots and bad passes. 

It was a defensive attack 
that left Francis Lewis search-
ing for answers on the court 
and on the sideline. 

“I think it’s the pressure 
and we kind of fed into them,” 
Tsai said. “I thought in the 
beginning we were solid, but 
once they started creating 
turnovers we started to panic. 
And when we panic, even the 
basic things, we weren’t doing 
that.”

As time ticked off the clock, 
Francis Lewis struggled to 
keep pace with South Shore. 
The Lady Vikings excelled in 
transition in the lopsided vic-
tory as nine different players 
put points on the board and 
even when the Patriots had 
chances, the squad missed a 
handful of open looks. 

Francis Lewis did notch 
a few positives in the fourth 
quarter—actually outscor-
ing South Shore 15-14—but it 
was far too little, far too late. 
Bonhomme finished with six 
points in the loss, while se-
nior forward Sabrina Clem-
ent chipped in six points of 
her own as well as seven re-
bounds. 

It was a disappointing 
showing for the Patriots—
particularly after coming up 
short against South Shore in 
last year’s championship game 
as well—but Francis Lewis 
is determined to turn things 
around sooner rather than 
later. After all, this is only the 
beginning. 

“Our season just started to-
day and that’s the great thing,” 
Tsai said. “Hopefully we can 
improve from this. And each 
of these girls look at it that 
way.”Francis Lewis senior Natalia Bonhomme attempts to go up for 

a shot against South Shore in the Patriots’ 68-30 loss.  
Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY LAURA AMATO

St. John’s redshirt senior 
Sandra Udobi didn’t think she 
was doing anything impres-
sive. She was simply doing 
what made sense. 

Udobi is one of 278 college 
athletes across the country 
nominated for the 2017 All-
state WBCA and NABC Good 
Works Team, honored for the 
work she does in her native 
Nigeria. And no one was more 
surprised by the honor than 
Udobi herself. 

“It’s great being recognized, 
but at the same time the whole 
idea behind all of this, I didn’t 
realize it was such a big deal,” 
Udobi said. “When I found out I 
was really excited and the sup-
port I get here is really great.”
Udobi’s determination to help 
her community stems from 
her own experiences growing 
up. She didn’t start playing 
basketball until she was 14—
recruited when a youth coach 
in Nigeria told her she should 

come out to the court “because 
she was tall”—and she wasn’t 
particularly impressed with 
the sport at the start. 

After she came to the U.S. 
to play high school ball in New 
Jersey, it took a little while—
and a few long practices—but 
Udobi discovered that in addi-
tion to being tall, she also had 
the skills to succeed in college 
basketball. She’s now hoping 
to help foster her love for the 
game in the a new generation 
of players. 

“Little girls came up to me 
and told me that they love this 
game, but we don’t have any-
one to support us or tell us it’s 
ok,” Udobi said. “And I want to 
show them it’s not just a men’s 
game. It’s a women’s game 
too.”

Udobi isn’t just making 
sure young girls know they 
can play—she’s also making 
sure they have the gear to do 
it. 

St. John’s teamed up with 
Under Armour in 2013 to outfit 

all its teams and, since then, 
Udobi and her teammates have 
received more gear than they 
could ever wear. So, she decid-
ed to bring some of it home. 

“I didn’t think anyone 
would really want to keep all 
of this,” Udobi said. “And I 
started to think back to when 
I started playing and what the 
struggle was like to get gear, 
shirts, shoes and all that stuff 
that made it easier to play. So I 
knew people at home would re-
ally appreciate it.”

Udobi has always wanted to 
give back—even before she got 
to St. John’s—but her college 
hoops experience has only add-
ed fuel to the fire. She knows, 
better than anyone, what kind 
of opportunity she’s been pre-
sented with, particularly af-
ter missing the entire 2013-14 
campaign due to a handful of 
injuries. 

“It opens up this whole 
thing about being thankful 
every day for what you have,” 
Udobi said. “It’s something I 

St. John’s redshirt senior Sandra Udobi spends her offseasons giving 
back to her community in Nigeria and, now, she’s being recognizd for 
her service.  St. John’s Athletics

Red Storm’s Udobi stands out by giving back

Patriots come up short vs. South Shore
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BY LAURA AMATO

By the end of the St. John’s 
mens’ basketball team’s sec-
ond-straight victory, the game 
had turned into the Shamorie 
show. 

The Red Storm squeaked 
out a 76-70 win over Cal State 
Northridge at Carnesecca 
Arena Monday night and they 
did it on the shooting touch of 
freshman standout Shamorie 
Ponds. 

The Brooklyn native racked 
up a career-high 25 points, ex-
celling in the backcourt with-
out the help of fellow guard 
Marcus LoVett who was side-
lined with an ankle injury. 

“I just tried to be more ag-
gressive and be a leader,” said 
Ponds, who connected on 10 of 
his 18 attempts from the floor. 
“I wanted to be more vocal, get 
all of my teammates involved, 
and dig out a win.”

Just a few days removed 
from a convincing victory on 
the road over Tulane, the Red 
Storm’s (4-5) offense struggled 
a bit without LoVett in the 
lineup. 

St. John’s led 40-36 at the 
break, but the Matadors re-
fused to go down without a 
fight, tying the game several 
times throughout the second 
half. 

“Our [offensive] flow wasn’t 
really there,” said St. John’s 
coach Chris Mullin. “We kind 
of grinded through the game. 
We never really found a good 
rhythm. In the first half, we 
made some threes but we real-
ly just kind of grinded it out.”

Cal State Northridge took 
a 62-61 lead with just under 
seven minutes in regulation, 
but the Red Storm defense held 
its own down the stretch—a 
much-needed performance 
from a St. John’s squad that 
has struggled to wrap up close 
games this season. 

“That’s everything. Just 
like winning on the road,” 
Mullin said of the down-to-

the-wire performance. “When 
it was a two-point game, I 
thought they did a decent job 
of making enough free throws, 
getting enough stops and do-
ing what we needed to do to get 
a win.”

St. John’s rattled off a sev-
en-point run—five of which 
came from the free-throw 
line—with four minutes left 
in the second half and the Red 
Storm continued to press the 
ball as time ticked down. 

It was an effort that kept the 
squad focused in the waning 
minutes of the non-conference 
tilt, even when the Matadors 
made it a two-point game with 
41 seconds left to play. 

“We just kept going,” said 
Ponds, who hit a pair of free 
throws with 19 seconds left. 
“We were battling down the 
stretch and making sure we 
kept our energy levels high, 
which helped us grab this 
win.”

In addition to his double-

digit point performance, 
Ponds also chipped in a team-
high five assists and just one 
turnover. Bashir Ahmed add-
ed 13 points of his own, while 
Federico Mussini and Malik 
Ellision finished with 12 and 
10 points each. 

It was a much-needed 
two-game stretch for the Red 
Storm after the squad fell to 
Delaware State in embarrass-
ing fashion on Nov. 29. Now, 
St. John’s turns its attention to 
a pair of local rivalry games—
with Fordham and LIU Brook-
lyn—on the schedule next be-
fore opening up Big East play 
later this month. And, after a 
win like this, the Red Storm 
is feeling like they’re back on 
track.  

“I think it helped bring us 
together,” Ponds said. “Down 
at Tulane, we really came to-
gether as a team and played 
like a team.  We are going to 
continue to move forward with 
this momentum.”

St. John’s freshman guard Shamorie Ponds racked up a career-high 
25 points as the Red Storm grabbed a 76-70 victory over Cal State 
Northridge at Carnesecca Arena.  St. John’s Athletics

SJU beats Cal State

clutch moments like this, 
that really helped a lot and 
meant a lot,” Newman said. 
“I just put my shoulder down 
and hit him.”

The Eagles fell to FDA in 
the semifinals of last year’s 
postseason, but since then 
have been nothing short 
of dominant. It’s a shift in 
gridiron culture that has 

the school anxious for what’s 
next, determined to defend 
its title again next fall. 

“As you look up that side-
line you see a lot of heart, 
but not a lot of numbers,” 
Williams said. “I’d rather 
bring 10 wolves than 100 
sheep though and that’s what 
we’ve got. We’ve got a lot of 
wolves on that sideline. They 
wanted it. They were not go-
ing to leave here without a 
victory.”

Herring chipped in 12 points, 
missing just one field goal. 

“Both of them catch the 
ball every time it gets thrown 
to them, and both of them are 
tremendous finishers,” Mc-
Cleary said. “Our guards are 
more than happy to give the 
ball off to them, they are the 
keys to our success.”

Molloy outscored the Cou-
gars 26-13 in both the second 
and third quarter and while 
most of the starters were off 
the floor for the fourth, the 
Stanners stars were still 
proud of their early-game ef-
fort.  

“Coach emphasized pa-
tience to us before the game 
so I tried to stay patient out 
there and tried to be in the 
right place at the right time 
tonight,” said Brown. “Ev-

erybody wants to see each 
other succeed, and I think 
the guards just want to see 
everyone get chances, and 
get better.”

This was only game one—
and Molloy certainly isn’t 
willing to rest on its laurels 
after just one game—but the 
Stanners’ dominant perfor-
mance from every angle is 
enough to give the team a bit 
of confidence heading into 
the rest of its schedule. 

Molloy is determined to 
make a run at a city champi-
onship this winter and this 
victory could be the first step 
towards that title. 

“Today was the first of 
many building blocks for 
us,” McCleary said. “The 
best part of the game was the 
selfless play from our team. 
Our team showed that we are 
willing to share the basket-
ball.”

have a passion for—even if I 
stop playing, I’m still going 
to keep doing something with 
basketball. The opportuni-
ties the game has provided 
me are incredible.”

Udobi is in full-season 
mode now, determined to 
walk away from the Red 
Storm with another Big East 
championship. Still, she 

knows, whatever happens on 
the court this winter, she can 
still use this game to help 
others. In fact, she’s already 
got big plans for the summer. 

“The good thing with St. 
John’s is we’re all about mis-
sion here,” Udobi said. “They 
understand the whole idea 
behind giving back. It’s going 
to continue. We’re ready for 
another camp this summer, 
even bigger than before.”

Molloy

Eagles

Udobi

Continued from Page 57

Continued from Page 57

Continued from Page 58

For more hyper-local Queens 
news on your computer, 

smartphone, or iPad, visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand is calling 
for additional federal anti-ter-
ror funding to help safeguard 
civil, religious and commu-
nity institutions. She is urg-
ing a $5 million increase for a 
total funding level of at least 
$25 million in the 2017 Home-

land Security appropriations 
bill that would help ensure 
the protection of non-profit fa-
cilities and places of worship 
from potential threats.

“No New Yorker should 
ever live or worship in fear. 
With hate crimes on the rise 
in New York and across the 
country we can’t stand idly 
by and let these incidents go 
unanswered,” Gillibrand said. 
“We must make sure our plac-

es of worship, our community 
centers and non-profits have 
every resource necessary to 
be protected and safe from 
threats. I’m fighting for this 
additional Homeland Secu-
rity funding because we must 
stand strong against threats, 
hatred and attacks against our 
community institutions.”

to confront what they view as 
not only a fascist regime, but 
a crisis situation for Jews and 
Muslims.  Bannon is a found-
ing member of Breitbart News, 
a far-right news website.

“We think it’s our respon-
sibility to stand and support 
Muslims, people of color, peo-
ple who are vulnerable,” said 
Rosalind Petchesky, a former 
political science professor at 
Hunter College and Jewish 
Voice for Peace leader. “We 

think the threat of anti-Sem-
itism is being used to deflect 
from the rampant Islamopho-
bia. At the same time, anti-
Semitism is real... Breitbart, 
we know, is anti-Semitic.”

Pedro Valdez Rivera Jr. 
from the Justice Committee, 
a Latino organization dedicat-
ing to stopping police violence 
and systemic racism, was at 
the rally to push for solidarity 
between the different groups 
regardless of who is in office 
at all levels of government. 

Chelo Silva, a transgender 
man from Queer Detainee Em-
powerment Project, reminded 

the crowd of the important im-
pact policies toward undocu-
mented immigrants has had 
under the Obama administra-
tion.

“Hundreds of people are de-
ported every day,” Silva said. 
“They do not get the right to 
defend themselves, the right 
to get help, the right to look for 
options so that they can fight 
from the outside but being in-
side the country. We should 
not remain with our arms 
crossed. We must seek help, 
trust in community organiza-
tions.”

and prejudice to divide our 
great community and will 
work to ensure any form of 
bigotry will be aggressively 
rejected,” Gianaris said. “It 
is disgusting to see these 
incidents continuing in our 
country. We must continue to 
respect one another, no mat-
ter our differences.”

Van Bramer announced 
Monday a third mass ac-
tion in his #QueensValues 
campaign. In the weeks 
since Donald Trump became 
president-elect, Van Bramer 
hosted a Community Speak 
Out in Sunnyside followed by 
a march across the Queens-
boro Bridge to Trump Plaza 
that drew more than a thou-
sand protesters Nov. 26. 

“Hate crimes, bigotry and 
bullying are on the rise -- just 

this weekend, three drunk 
men harassed and attacked 
a Muslim woman on a train 
platform while bystanders 
stood by and did nothing,” 
Van Bramer said. “That’s 
why I invite everyone to a 
community self-defense, anti-
bullying, de-escalation, and 
upstander training, so we all 
know how to respond in hate-
ful situations.”

The Women’s Initiative for 
Self-Empowerment and the 
Center for Anti-Violence Edu-
cation will provide the train-
ing at the Sunnyside Commu-
nity Services center, located 
at 43-31 39th St. Wednesday, 
Dec. 14. All are welcome be-
tween 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

RSVP by phone at (718) 
383-9566 or by e-mail at eeh-
renberg@council.nyc.gov. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

manent shadow and rendered 
adjacent homes “unsellable” 
due to the proximity of the 
facility.

“There is no such thing as 
a perfect school,” Mirasola 
responded. “We have to make 
concessions and sometimes 
there is a shadow. Every 
building we build, there is a 
shadow. It’s regrettable, but 
it’s just a fact of life.”

One Baysider admitted 
the school was an impres-
sive and large building, but 
it did not fit the character of 
the neighborhood, which led 
to applause. A woman who 
spoke up said her under-
standing was that the origi-
nal plans called for a two-sto-
ry structure and she was now 
seeing the building grow to 
four floors. Mirasola said he 
was not aware of any changes 
in the plans from a two- to a 
four-story building.

 The discussion turned to-
ward the negative impact the 
school will have on already 
clogged residential streets, 
and a Bayside father said that 
while his children will be at-
tending the school, construc-
tion alone is affecting traffic 
as workers move cranes and 
other heavy equipment on 
Saturdays to meet the Sep-
tember 2017 deadline. There 
was concern at the meeting 
that construction may fall 
farther behind, leading to 

this kind of activity taking 
place on Sunday as well.

In other CB 11 news, Steve 
Newman, a board member 
for more than 20 years, has 
turned in his resignation af-
ter moving to Florida.

Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik’s (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) legislative council, 
Steve Behar, said an effort 
to co-name a stretch of road 
near Union Turnpike and 
Bell Boulevard after the late 
Father John Murray has 
been revived.

Murray was a parish priest 
at American Martyrs Roman 
Catholich Church at 79-43 
Bell Blvd. for eight years. He 
was known to have been able 
to establish a connection with 
not only the congregants who 
were outspoken and active, 
but also with those who were 
less likely to reach out. He 
was a recovering alcoholic of 
30 years before he arrived at 
the parish.

The plan became idle after 
the original sponsor, then-
Councilman Mark Weprin, 
resigned to take a position 
with Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
office. The co-naming had 
already passed CB 11 before 
Weprin resigned in June 
2015, but Grodenchik brought 
it back to a vote to ensure that 
the existing board was in fa-
vor.

“Council member Groden-
chik is very much in favor of 
this and wants to get it done,” 
Behar said.

The motion passed unani-
mously.

is more dramatic than any-
where in the five boroughs 
and its existing retail and en-
tertainment options have not 
evolved to meet the needs of 
this demographic. From this 
perspective, Tangram checks 
all the boxes. It’s a transforma-
tive project that will provide 
unique options under one roof 
for all of the greater Flushing 
area to enjoy.”

Right now the closest movie 

theater for Flushing residents 
is College Point Multiplex Cin-
ema in Whitestone.

This will be the first movie 
theater in the neighborhood 
since the historic RKO The-
ater opened on Christmas Day 
1928. In its heyday it hosted 
performances by mega stars 
Bob Hope, Judy Garland and 
Jerry Lewis. In 1984 the the-
ater’s lobby and staircase 
were designated landmarks by 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. The theater was 
closed down in 1986 and since 
then its fate has been in limbo 
with multiple developers buy-

ing, then selling the theater. 
RKO was recently pur-

chased by Xinyuan Real Es-
tate, a China-based real es-
tate developer and property 
manager in August. Xinyuan 
acquired the derelict build-
ing located at 135-35 Northern 
Blvd. for $66 million and plans 
to build a 269-unit residential 
building. Xinyuan is the fifth 
developer to try to convert the 
abandoned theater.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.
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Hate free

those requests in the spring 
when the leaves are coming 
out of the trees and we’ll go out 
there and check the luminos-
ity.”

Vallone updated Whites-
tone residents on an ongo-
ing battle they have had with 
noise coming from boats, es-
pecially booze cruises, on the 
harbor. Vallone said the first 
task force meeting focused on 
the booze cruises. 

“Whitestone was inundat-
ed with not just helicopters 
but also with the boats, which 
decided to start blaring music 
along our coastlines,” he said. 
“A lot of times we couldn’t 
pinpoint where the noise was 

coming from. It wasn’t com-
ing from the Citi Field park-
ing lot, it wasn’t coming from 
Flushing Meadows or from 
Randall’s Island. A lot of times 
you couldn’t tell, even into 
November, because we had a 
warm November.  They were 
advertising booze cruises 
along Whitestone and they 
would pick up at Citi Field ma-
rina and the question became, 
‘What do we do about it?’”

Vallone  said he  put a group 
together to design a new sys-
tem of enforcing activity on the 
harbor. Vallone said there was 
confusion over jurisdiction 
between the 110th and 109th 
Precincts.  Initially it was 
believed the 109th controlled 
the Citi Field Marina, but it 
was actually the 110th, which 
would call Harbor Patrol and 

by the time they got there the 
boats were gone. Vallone said 
he is working with Braunstein 
to create bills to revoke the 
permits for theboat companies  
who have gotten previous com-
plaints and a bill that says the 
booze cruises have to be a mile 
offshore 

“Because Whitestone 
raised their voice,” he said, 
“like you did with the heli-
copters, now when the season 
starts on Memorial Day the 
109th is going to be outfront 
along with the 110th and har-
bor patrol, so things will stop 
rather quickly.”

 
Reach Gina Martinez by e-

mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_12-9-16

Sale
Dates

Pecorino 
Romano

Dec
Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon. Tues Wed Thurs.

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec

$299

10.3-11.3 Oz Can
Assorted
(Excludes: Decaf  & Organic)(Ex(Ex( clucludes: Decaec f  & Organic)

Chock
Full O’ Nuts
Coffee

2/$5

Made From 100% 
Sheep’s Milk 
Store Cut

$299

6.8-26.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Single Serve & Any Items Priced 
Over $6.99 Normal Retail)

Entenmann’s
Full Line
Sale!

4/$5

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

Progresso
Traditional 
Soup

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 4.

2/$4

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

Apple & Eve
Apple
Juice

2/$5

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Nabisco
Oreo
Cookies

2/$4

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: 100% Juice)

Ocean Spray
Cranberry
Juice 
Cocktail

$299

� 12.2 Oz Regular Froot Loops
� 15 Oz Frosted Flakes
� 12.2 Oz Apple Jacks
� 12.5 Oz Corn Pops

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers.

Kellogg’s
Cereal

2/$5

9-14 Oz Bag ... Assorted

15.5 Oz Jar ... Assorted

Tostitos
Tortilla Chips or

Salsa

2/$3

16.3 Oz Cont
Creamy or Crunchy

$799

128 Fl Oz Cont ... Canola,
Corn, Corn Plus or Vegetable

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Mazola
Oil

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

48 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Edy’s
Ice Cream

2/$5

12.5-17.18 Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
Mini Pancakes, Pancakes, French Toast or

Aunt Jemima
�af�es

2/$6

12-32 Oz Bag
Assorted Sweet, Simply, Bold & Crispy or

Ore-Ida
Potatoes

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack 
Assorted

Kool-Aid 
Jammers

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

2/$4 $899
20 Roll Pack

Key Food 
Bath Tissue

5/$10

4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

3/$3
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 3.

22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked: 
Apple, Apple Crumb, Pumpkin, 
Sweet Potato, Coconut 
Custard or No Sugar Added: 
Apple or Pumpkin

Holiday
PiesPPPPPPPPPPiieesss
$399

noo 
noo

$599Sold By The Piecelb.

USDA Gov’t Inspected
Fresh

USDA Choice Beef
Shoulder or

Boneless

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

Top Round
London
Broil

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

$199lb.

$299lb.

$299lb.
Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... T-Bone or

Porterhouse 
Steaks

Grade A Fresh

Perdue 
Chicken Thighs
or Drumsticks 

Jumbo Pack

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

General Mills
Cereal

� 13 Oz Reeses Peanut Butter Puffs
� 12.2 Oz Cinnamon Toast Crunch
� 11.6 Oz French Toast Crunch
� 12.25 Oz �oney Nut  Cheerios
� 11.25 Oz Cookie Crisps
� 10.7 Oz Trix

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

$799
72 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted

Brooklyn or
Sam Adams
6 Pack

Harvest 
Provisions
Turkey 
Breast

Golden Roasted

Sliced To OrderSlic ded TTo

$699lb.

2
A
S
C
AA

H
P

16 Oz Pkg
Regular or SlicedegReguReguReguReguReguReguReguReguReguReguReguReguReguggg larlarlarlarlarlarlarlaralar larlara or Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Sor Slililililiceiceiceceiceddddd

BelGioioso
Fresh Mozzarella
LogsLogLogoggggs

$499

SAVE
$5.99!

lb.llb.99¢

lb.

2/$5
Florida’s Natural
Orange
Juice

59 Fl Oz Cont 
Ruby Red Grapefruit or
Assorted Fit & Delicious or 
Regular

YOUR
C�OICE!

YOUR
C�OICE!

YOUR
C�OICE!

Whole ... Boneless
Center CutentCenCe er Cer Cu

Pork
Loin

$199$$$
lb. Sold as roast only

U
S

T
L
B

Thin SlicedhinThiThThThT nn Sli SliSSSl cedcedcecedceceeeddd

Boneless
Chicken 
BreastsBrBrBB eeeaeaeaeaaaststtsssssss

$399$$$$$
lb.

U
F

B
C
B

80% Lean
Ground
Beef

$349$$$
lb.
44444444444444449999999999999999999999999
Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

llllll

12-13 Oz Bag
6 Pack Assorted
(Excludes: Original White)(Exc(Exc(Exc(Exc(Exc((((((( ludeudes: O: OOOririr

Thomas’
English
Muf�nsMuM f�f��nsnn

2/$5

1
A

P
T
S

5.3 Oz Cont
AssortedAssAssororteed

Chobani
Flips

4/$5

10/$10

4.2-5.3 Oz Cont
Assorted Simply 100 orp y

Chobani 
Greek 
Yogurt 

MIX &
MATC�!

6

A
A
J

YOUR
C�OICE!

$599

12 Ct Box
Regular or Decaf  Extra Bold

12 Ct Box ... Assorted

eguReguReguReguReguRegReReRe larlar lar lar r r r Dor Dor Dor Dor Dor Dor Dor Decafecaf  ExtExtEE ra Bra Ba Ba B

Donut House or

$$$$5555559999
12 CC12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C111 Bot Bot Bot Bot Bot Bot Bot Bot Bott xxxxx ..xx ..x ..x ..x x .x .. sAs. As. As. As. As. As. As. AsAs. AsA sososososooortrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtededeeeeedd

Eight O’Clock
K-Cup Coffee

5555
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers.

20 Oz Can ... Assorted
In Syrup or Juice

4/$5

y py

Dole
Pineapples

�
�
�
�

C
3/$4$$
Stove Top 
Stuf�ng 
Mix

StSSStStove TTTTTTTTTTToTopppppp
5-6 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers.

Must Buy 3.

Buy Any 2 Boxes of  the 
Participating Kellogg’s Cereal 

& Receive $2 OFF 
A Gallon Of  Milk!

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

YOUR
C�OICE!

YOUR
C�OICE!

MIX &
MATC�!

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
�alf  Liter Btls

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.Pl D it WWh A li bl

$399
Nestle 
Pure Life Water
24 Pack

W

9

1

T
T

Sparkling Ice
Drinks
SSS klklii II

12-17 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Drinksks

5/$5

5
I

B
S
T

With Club Card. 
Limit 1 Offer.

20 Lb Bag
Long Grain Whiteg

Key Food
Rice

WiWWWitWitWithWith 
Li

$699

$1099

8 Giant Rolls
White: Regular or 
Select A Size

Bounty
Paper 
Towels

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers.

200 Sq Ft Pkg
12 Inch

Key Food
Aluminum
FoilFoFoil

$599
17-25 Count ... Bio Enzyme, Clean Burst or 
Fresh Scent With Oxi Ultra Power Packs or
43.75-50 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

Arm & Hammer
Liquid Laundry
Detergent

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.

etee ggge t

2/$4 4/$5

67.6 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Dr. Pepper, Fresca, Barq’s, Minute Maid, 
(Excludes: Fanta, Fuze & Seagram’s)

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

(Ex(Ex(Ex(( clucluudesdesd : Fanta,

Coke or
Sprite
2 Liter

   $9.99
- $2.00

  $7.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

, 

Cole Slaw, Macaroni oroleCol  SlaSlaw, Mw, M,, ac

Potato
Salad

$19999999999999999999*Available In Our 
Service Deli

YOUR
C�OICE!

$$
lb.

6
(

O
C
J
C

Key Food
Cookies

$199
KKK FFF ddd

13.72 Oz Pkg
Chocolate Chip or
15.35 Oz Pkg
Double Filled Sandwich Creme

$699Sliced To Order
1/2 Lb of  Eachlb.

Boar’s Head
Ichiban Teriyaki 
Style Chicken 
Breast &
Mozzarella Cheese

COMBO
SALE!

YOUR
C�OICE!

8
W
S

B
P
T

10.75 Oz Can
Regular Chicken Noodle orReguRegular ChicChiccken en NoodNo

Campbell’s
Tomato 
Soupppppp
5/$4 With Club Card. 

Limit 4 Offers.
Must Buy 5.

Natural Casing ... Genoa

Boar’s Head 
Salami or
Sweet Slice
Ham

lbbb.

$799Sliced To Order

YOUR
C�OICE!

HH
PP
TTT
B

G
16 Oz Cont ... Assorted

Panera
SoupsSoSoupuppppppps

2/$7
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.
Must Buy 2.

Store Cut
Importedpp

Red Wax
Gouda

lb.

GoGoGoGoGoGoGoGoouuududdaaa

lb.lb..lb.lb.lb
$599Sold By The Piece

Great Snacking 
Cheese!

By The Pound ... Red Ripe

By The Bunch ... Fresh 

Tropical

Plum Tomatoes or

TTTTTTT i lli li li l
Cilantro or
TTropTropTropTTropTropTTTroppppppppical

Mangos or Hass Avocadosggggggggg

88¢

YOUR 
C�OICE!

16 Oz Cont ... Assorted16 O16 1616 z Cont .t

aneraaP
s

ocoooooooooooooccccccccca

3 Lb Bag ... 2 1/4” Minimum
Red Delicious, McIntosh or Gala,,

New York State
Fancy
Apples

$188

8 Oz Pkg
Sliced: White or Crimini

Fresh Large ... Full
Dry Pint Cont

5 Lb Gift Box

Giorgio
Mushrooms

Yellow
Peaches or
Nectarines

$188

lb.lb.bbbb
$188

YOUR 
C�OICE!

YOUR 
C�OICE!

12 Oz Bag2 O12 Oz BBag

Dole
Classic Iceberg
Lettuce

88¢
8 Oz BagOz8 Oz Bag Bag

Dole
Spinach
Salad

$188
orrrrrr
s

YOUR 
C�OICE!

A Slice
of Summer!

LLL

4 Lb Bag ... Jumbo

Each ... Golden

g

hh GG ldhhhh

Navel Oranges or

Del Monte
Pineapples

$288YOUR 
C�OICE!

YOUR 
C�OICE!

$388 4/$488

$488
Fresh

Blueberries Dole
Salads

Fresh
Cherries

lb.lb.lb.b
$488

A Slice
of Summer! Sweet Darling

Clementines or
Florida Sunburst

Tangerines

DD ll

8-14 Oz Bag
Classic, Angel �air or Creamy Coleslaw or

Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or Red Cabbage

MIX &
MATC�!

2

W

Snapple
12 Pack

$699
SSSS lll
192 Fl Oz Pkg ... 16 Oz Btls
Assorted Drinks or Iced Tea

y y

Urban Meadow
Peanut
Butter

WWW.KEYFOOD.COM/KEYTOSAVINGS

FOR MORE INFO! 

->> VISIT
WWWWWWWWWWWW.

SPEND SAVE

$300
$500

10% OFF

20% OFF
OR MORE

OR MORE

A FUTURE
SHOPPING ORDER

SHOPPING ORDER
A FUTURE

December 2 - January 5 January 6 - January 19

*DISCOUNT MAY ONLY BE APPLIED TO ONE (1) FUTURE SHOPPING ORDER OF YOUR CHOICE (EXCLUDES ITEMS PROHIBITED BY LAW SUCH AS MILK, BEER,
TOBACCO, AND GIFT CARDS). YOUR DISCOUNT MUST BE REDEEMED BY JANUARY 19, 2017. FOR PARTICIPATION INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE.

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

   $6.99 lb

- $1.00 lb

Sale Price
Club Card
Savings

Tilapia
Fillet

Nathan’s
Beef Franks

$399 $299$
lb.

Til ii

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

11-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Packages.

$599lb. Final Price


