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BY GINA MARTINEZ

 A Maspeth NYPD detec-
tive who died in the line of 
duty 45 years ago was hon-
ored Saturday with a street 
renaming. The Maspeth 
block where he lived with 
his wife and children, 62nd 
Street and 53rd Drive, will 

now be co-named “Detective 
Joseph A. Picciano Way”

“It takes a special per-
son to protect and serve as a 
member of our NYPD,” City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
said. “You must be brave, 
you must be committed and 
you must be selfless – all 

qualities very apparent in 
Detective Picciano.”

Picciano’s widow, There-
sa, and their three children 
attended the renaming, 
along with dozens of family 
members and officers. His 
wife told reporters what the 
co-naming meant to her. 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Organizations and immigrant 

groups came together for a march 
though Queens to declare a hate-
free zone last week. 

Beginning at Diversity Plaza 

in Jackson Heights and ending in 
Corona, nearly 1,000 people were 
involved in the demonstration 
against the  policies proposed by 
President-elect Donald Trump as 
well as his controversial cabinet 
picks.

Muslim, Jewish, LGBTQ, Lati-
no, South Asian, Asian, and black 
organizations were present at the 
opening news conference led by 
Ana liza Caballes, deputy director 
for Desis Rising Up and Moving, 
a group dedicated to helping low-

wage immigrants through social 
and policy change. City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) delivered remarks ex-
pressing solidarity with the pro-
testers.

“I feel that we here, the people 
who came to this rally tonight, 
have something to show the rest of 
America, which is that we can all 
live together in peace and harmo-
ny,” Dromm said last Friday. “We 
all will stand united in this battle. 
And I must say, that as the Council 
member in this district, I will do 
everything in my power to resist 
the Islamophobic, the homopho-
bic, the misogynistic policies and 
agenda of the Trump administra-
tion.”

 Trump has expressed his de-
sire to exclude Muslims and His-
panic people through heavy im-
migration vetting, while his Mike 
Pence signed into effect the Re-
ligious Freedom Act designed to 
allow business owners to bar LG-
BTQ people on religious grounds 
while governor of Indiana. During 
the campaign, audio surfaced of 
Trump admitting to using his ce-
lebrity status to take grope wom-
en with women without consent. 
Dromm added that he and other 

Continued on Page 10
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Cop honored 45 years later

“America’s Got Talent” host Nick Cannon (r) visits St. Mary’s Hospital, which specializes in long-term care for special 
needs children in Bayside, so often he knows many of the kids by name. Photo by Michael Shain 

City switches 
policy on data 

for IDNYC

New report details threats 
of potential sea level rise 

1,000 join march against hate
Protesters gather in Jackson Heights to combat Trump’s feared new policies

In Maspeth, the corner of 62nd Street 
and 53rd Drive is renamed for Det. 
Joseph Picciano, killed in the line of Continued on Page 10

A LAUGH WITH NICK

BY BILL PARRY

A New York state court blocked 
the city from destroying personal 
records of 900,000 IDNYC card-
holders after two Republican law-
makers from Staten Island filed 
a lawsuit Monday. City officials 
had been considering destroying 
copies of passports, birth certifi-
cates, educational records and 
other documents submitted by 
applicants for the municipal iden-
tification cards if President-elect 
Donald Trump moves forward 
with plans to deport illegal im-
migrants.

“The court has temporarily 
barred the city from doing away 
with records associated with 
the IDNYC program,” City Hall 
spokeswoman Rosemary Boeglin 
said. “The mayor is absolutely 
committed to protecting the secu-
rity of our data. As we continue to 
review all of our options, we are 
confident that we can keep the 
IDNYC data private.”

The city will no longer require 
such personal information from 
those who apply for IDNYC. A 
state judge will decide whether to 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Parts of New York City, including significant 
sections of the Rockaways and other parts of 
southern Queens, could potentially be inundated 
by a possible sea level rise projected for the com-
ing century, according to a new study from the 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Traffic and noise from booze 
cruises in the harbor were the 
main topic of conversation at the 
Greater Whitestone Taxpayers 
Civic Association meeting last 
week.

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), state Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
and Richard Gippetti from the 
Department of Transportation’s 
Queensborough commissioner 
office attended the meeting and 
answered residents’ questions 
and concerns. 

Gippetti said there have been 
a lot of calls to the DOT about 
speeding. 

“One of the bigger issues in 
Whitestone is speeding,” Gippet-
ti said. “We get a lot of requests 
for stop signs to curb speeding. I 
bring this up because stop signs 
are not meant to curb speeding—  
stop signs are to assign the right 
of way of vehicles.”

One resident asked if speed 
limit signs could be posted on 
Clintonville Street, where she 
said school buses from Vallo 
Transportation drive by at full 
speeds, not following the speed 
limit and endangering pedestri-
ans.

“The speed limit is 25 mph un-
less otherwise posted,” Gippetti 
said. “You can always request 

speed limit signs from the DOT, 
but I think you might get a re-
sponse to the tune of “the speed is 
25 mph unless otherwise posted”. 
We would look into speed humps, 
but Clintonville is a bus route so 
we cant put speed humps.”

One man was critical of the 
newly installed street lights. He 
said the new LED lights are fine, 
but they need a diffuser so that 
the light spreads and is brighter. 

“It acts like a spotlight not a 
floodlight,” he said. “A diffuser 
makes it spread like a floodlight, 
especially in the Whitestone com-
munity, where there are several 
trees in the neighborhood. You 

can be 20-feet away from the light 
and be pitch black. Last week 
I popped the hood of my wife’s 
car and I had to get a flashlight, 
I was only 10 feet away from the 
light and it was totally useless. 
Mechanically, it should sit a few 
inches lower and with a diffus-
er.” 

Gippetti said the point of 
switching to LED lights was to 
make it more efficient, but he 
agreed it can get dark. 

“You can request a lighting ad-
equacy survey,” he told the mem-
ber. “I would make those requests 
in the spring when the leaves are 
coming out of the trees and we’ll 

go out there and check the lumi-
nosity.”

Vallone updated Whitestone 
residents on an ongoing battle 
they have had with noise com-
ing from boats, especially booze 
cruises, on the harbor. Vallone 
said the first task force meeting 
focused on the booze cruises. 

“Whitestone was inundated 
with not just helicopters but also 
with the boats, which decided to 
start blaring music along our 
coastlines,” he said. “A lot of 
times we couldn’t pinpoint where 
the noise was coming from. It 
wasn’t coming from the Citi Field 
parking lot, it wasn’t coming from 

Flushing Meadows or from Ran-
dall’s Island. A lot of times you 
couldn’t tell, even into November, 
because we had a warm Novem-
ber.  They were advertising booze 
cruises along Whitestone and 
they would pick up at Citi Field 
marina and the question became, 
‘What do we do about it?’”

Vallone  said he  put a group to-
gether to design a new system of 
enforcing activity on the harbor. 
Vallone said there was confusion 
over jurisdiction between the 
110th and 109th Precincts.  Ini-
tially it was believed the 109th 
controlled the Citi Field Marina, 
but it was actually the 110th, 
which would call Harbor Patrol 
and by the time they got there the 
boats were gone. Vallone said he 
is working with Braunstein to 
create bills to revoke the permits 
for theboat companies  who have 
gotten previous complaints and 
a bill that says the booze cruises 
have to be a mile offshore 

“Because Whitestone raised 
their voice,” he said, “like you did 
with the helicopters, now when 
the season starts on Memorial 
Day the 109th is going to be out-
front along with the 110th and 
harbor patrol, so things will stop 
rather quickly.”

 
Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail 

at gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Whitestone Taxpayers target booze cruises

Assemblyman Edward Braunstein speaks to Whitestone residents Photo by Gina Martinez

BY MARK HALLUM
 
A representative from the 

School Construction Authority 
vexed residents at Monday’s Com-
munity Board 11 meeting when 
he announced progress has been 
made on the construction of PS 
332 in Bayside. The new school 
raised concerns over decreased 
property values and aggravating 
already congested traffic condi-
tions.

About 50 people attended the 
meeting.

Construction on the controver-
sial school, which will have 468 
seats in a four-story building con-
taining 20,000 square feet, began 
in the summer of 2015. The SCA 
has projected the school at 210-07 
48th Ave. on the former Keil Bros. 
property will be completed by 
next September.  It is supposed to 

relieve overcrowding at PS 31, 41, 
159, 162 and 203, which are oper-
ating at more than 100 percent of 
capacity.

What started as spirited dis-
play of progress by SCA Direc-
tor of External Affairs Michael 
Mirasola became an acrimonious 
meeting in the MS 158 auditorium 
at 46-35 Oceania St. when the resi-
dents began voicing grievances. 
One resident complained about 
the building cast houses in per-
manent shadow and rendered ad-
jacent homes “unsellable” due to 
the proximity of the facility.

“There is no such thing as 
a perfect school,” Mirasola re-
sponded. “We have to make con-
cessions and sometimes there is a 
shadow. Every building we build, 
there is a shadow. It’s regrettable, 
but it’s just a fact of life.”

One Baysider admitted the 

school was an impressive and 
large building, but it did not fit 
the character of the neighbor-
hood, which led to applause. A 
woman who spoke up said her 
understanding was that the origi-
nal plans called for a two-story 
structure and she was now seeing 
the building grow to four floors. 
Mirasola said he was not aware of 
any changes in the plans from a 
two- to a four-story building.

 The discussion turned toward 
the negative impact the school 
will have on already clogged resi-
dential streets, and a Bayside fa-
ther said that while his children 
will be attending the school, con-
struction alone is affecting traffic 
as workers move cranes and other 
heavy equipment on Saturdays to 
meet the September 2017 deadline. 
There was concern at the meeting 
that construction may fall farther 

behind, leading to this kind of ac-
tivity taking place on Sunday as 
well.

In other CB 11 news, Steve 
Newman, a board member for 
more than 20 years, has turned 
in his resignation after moving to 
Florida.

Councilman Barry Groden-
chik’s (D-Oakland Gardens) leg-
islative council, Steve Behar, said 
an effort to co-name a stretch of 
road near Union Turnpike and 
Bell Boulevard after the late Fa-
ther John Murray has been re-
vived.

Murray was a parish priest 
at American Martyrs Roman 
Catholich Church at 79-43 Bell 
Blvd. for eight years. He was 
known to have been able to estab-
lish a connection with not only the 
congregants who were outspoken 
and active, but also with those 

who were less likely to reach out. 
He was a recovering alcoholic of 
30 years before he arrived at the 
parish.

The plan became idle after the 
original sponsor, then-Council-
man Mark Weprin, resigned to 
take a position with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s office. The co-naming 
had already passed CB 11 before 
Weprin resigned in June 2015, but 
Grodenchik brought it back to a 
vote to ensure that the existing 
board was in favor.

“Council member Grodenchik 
is very much in favor of this and 
wants to get it done,” Behar said.

The motion passed unani-
mously.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Bayside worried about PS 332 traffi c, shadows
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

‘Tis the season
for receiving compliments

Get the look that gets noticed this season from Holiday Parties to 
the Big New Years Eve Bash.  We’ll help you look gorgeous!

Stay fashionably
beautiful at

Under New Management
Full Service Hair & Nails
Color Secialists - Hair Treatments

718-261-1005
Walk-ins Always Welcome
1 Continental Ave.Forest Hills, NY 11375
Come in for a Wash & Blow

Mon - Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

10am - 8pm
9am - 7pm
10am - 6pm

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Bring this ad and receive a 10%
discount on any hair or nail service.

BY BILL PARRY

After protesting the 
city’s plan to convert the 
Holiday Inn Express into 
a homeless shelter every 
weeknight since mid-Au-
gust, the Maspeth-Middle 
Village Task Force an-
nounced a change in strat-
egy Sunday. 

The group will no lon-
ger hold rallies in front of 
the 55th Road location. In-
stead they will continue to 
take road trips to protest 
at hotel owner Harshad Pa-
tel’s home and those of his 
business partners as well 
as other communities that 
are part of its growing co-
alition of anti-shelter civic 
associations.

“We realized that we 
were keeping paying cus-
tomers away from the ho-
tel, which in turn freed 
up more rooms for DHS to 
rent,” Juniper Park Civic 

Association President Bob 
Holden said. “By bringing 
the protests to the door-
steps of Harshad Patel and 
his cronies, we will let 
them know that we are not 
backing down until they 
end their relationship with 
the city and the Acacia Net-
work at the Maspeth Holi-
day Inn Express.”

Patel’s New Ram Realty 
is facing a lawsuit by prop-
erty owner KCM Realty 
after Patel rented 30 rooms 
to the Department of Home-
less Services to house 30 
single men beginning Oct. 
10. DHS is now renting 39 
rooms to house 78 homeless 
individuals.

On Saturday, Holden 
and the task force rented a 
bus and traveled to Wind-
sor Terrace in Brooklyn 
for their fourth visit to the 
home of Department of So-
cial Services Commission-
er Steven Banks, who over-

sees DHS. They were joined 
by representatives of other 
neighborhoods in the coali-
tion, including Elmhurst, 
South Jamaica, Ozone Park 
and Richmond Hill.

“As of this morning, the 
NYC Department of Social 
Services reported a total of 
60,579 people living in the 
shelter system. This figure 
is much higher than the 
day Commissioner Banks 
took over the office a year 
ago,” Holden said. “Just like 
in the ‘80s, hotel shelters, 
such as Maspeth’s Holiday 
Inn Express, do not work 
-- they’re expensive, they 
are not designed to func-
tion as shelters, and they 
have neither the adequate 
security to protect nor the 
social services to help the 
residents.”

Protester after protester 
demanded Banks come up 
with real solutions to alle-
viating the homeless prob-

lem, including construc-
tion of affordable housing 
on unused city land, or else 
resign.

Holden dismissed 
Banks’ latest program 
known as Home For the 
Holidays, in which the 
city would pay family and 
friends of homeless fami-
lies to house them.

“I think it’s strange of-
fering money to take in 
families,” Holden said. “It’s 
another sign of him doing 
damage control with pro-
grams to reduce the num-
ber of people in the system. 
Look, Banks is not a bad 
man, he’s just not a good 
manager.”

Another issue raised 
during the rally was the 
calibre of people in the sys-
tem. Two men from Park 
Slope in Brooklyn told a 
cautionary tale of the city 
converting hotels into shel-
ters in their neighborhood.

Delvis Valdes recalled 
that in the first 30 years he 
lived in the neighborhood 
their were only two hotels. 
In the last five years a doz-
en more have opened with 
another currently under 
construction.

“You tell me that’s for 
tourists? Last I checked 
Sunset Park, although it’s 
a wonderful neighborhood, 
is not at the top of the list of 
tourist attractions in New 
York City,” Valdes said. 
“We don’t have a need for 
all these hotels in Sunset 
Park unless it’s for the may-
or to come in and contract 
out those rooms. This non-
sense has got to stop.”

Richard Villar said 
more of these hotels would 
be converted into shelters 
presenting a danger to the 
community.

“There was a child mo-
lester living at the 49th 
Street Sleep and (provider) 

Samaritan Village said no 
way -- they lied,” he said. 
The city refused to admit it 
had placed convicted child 
molester Daunte Gonzales 
in the facility near three 
public schools, but officials 
with the state’s Division of 
Criminal Justice Services, 
which tracks predators 
for the state’s sex-offender 
registry, confirmed he was 
living there in early No-
vember and since moved to 
Manhattan.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) discov-
ered a Level 2 sex offender 
living in the Corona Holi-
day Inn Express in late 
October. DHS began rent-
ing rooms at that location 
in September and moved 
quickly to transfer the 
individual. Also in Octo-
ber, DHS began renting “a 
small number of rooms” at 
the LaGuardia Marriott in 
East Elmhurst.

Maspeth demonstrators change strategy
Organizers decide no more rallies at shelter but roadtrips will continue beginning at Banks’ home
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The city Department of Trans-
portation unveiled a new pedes-
trian plaza at the intersection of 
Wyckoff Avenue, Myrtle Avenue 
and Palmetto Street in Ridge-
wood last Friday. The project 
is part of Vision Zero, an effort 
from the DOT to make streets 
safer for pedestrians. The inter-
section was the site of 38 serious 
traffic injuries and three deaths 
between 2010 and 2014. 

At the unveiling were Queens 
DOT Commissioner Nicole Gar-
cia, Brooklyn DOT Commis-
sioner Keith Bray, families of 
the victims who died in traffic 
accidents at the intersection, 
members of Community Board 
5 and Councilman Antonio Rey-
noso (D-Brooklyn) 

“All of the people standing 
here today, by working together 
we helped transform this street 
and the intersection,” Garcia 
said. “Just going back to the 
summer you can think, ‘Wow, 
we came a really long way.’ It’s 
a joy to be standing here at this 
beautiful new plaza, which is 
the result of a much-needed Vi-
sion Zero project. As many of us 
know, this is a unique, six-legged 
intersection for residents and 
commuters for both boroughs.”

The safety improvements 
include widened crosswalks to 
match widened paint-based side-
walk extensions, reconfigured 
signal timing that increases pe-
destrian crossing time and new 
road markings. According to 
Garcia, the changes do not stop 
there. She announced a capital 
project for the plaza that is slat-
ed to include such features as 

improved landscaping and trees 
as well as street lighting. She 
said that work on the project is 
expected to start in fall 2018. 

“We have the busy Ridgewood 
bus terminal, which serves six 
bus lines, the L and M subways 
and several schools nearby,” 
Garcia said. “It was clear that 
safety work needed to be done. 
After gathering community 
input and conducting various 
studies, DOT proposed a design 
that can be summed up like 
this—‘simpler is better, simpler 
means safer.’” 

 Judith Kottick attended the 
unveiling in honor of her daugh-
ter Ella, who died at the intersec-
tion. 

“Ella was killed four years 
ago on a January evening on 
her way to work in a psychology 
lab at Columbia University,” she 
said. “It’s hard to describe how 

difficult it is for us to be here, to 
relive the memory of the night-
mare we now live with every 
day, but it’s important for us to 
be here with all of you to give us 
a chance to admire the transfor-
mation of this intersection.” 

She commended the DOT and 
Mayor de Blasio’s office for rec-
ognizing the importance of the 
project, Councilman Reynoso 
for his advocacy and Commu-
nity Board 5 for approving the 
plaza. 

“My husband, son and I ap-
preciate that you included us in 
this team effort to redesign an 
intersection that was one of the 
deadliest in the city,” she said. 
“Unfortunately, it took three pe-
destrians to be killed here and 
thousands to be injured for this 
bold action to be taken.

Judith Kottick lost her daughter, Ella, to a traffic accident on Myrtle and 
Wyckoff Ave.  Photo by Gina Martinez

Pedestrian plaza open
Familes of victims thank city for safer intersection

BY BILL PARRY

The East Elmhurst branch of 
Queens Library has been a special 
place for City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst). It is where her social 
activism began at the age of 14 at 
a meeting of the NAACP, so Ferre-
ras-Copeland was smiling broad-
ly at a ground-breaking ceremony 
Monday for the long-awaited $8.9 
million renovation and extension 
project that will nearly double its 
size.

“Queens Library is a crucial 
source for seniors, students, im-
migrants and families in my dis-
trict,” she said. “We not only use 
the space for its collections but 
also as a place to bond with our 
children, learn new languages 
and immerse in cultural pro-
gramming.”

The project, expected to be 
completed by the end of 2018, 
includes the construction of a 
4,500-square-foot addition that 
will nearly double the size of the 
existing 5,200-square-foot library, 
a single-story brick structure that 

was completed in 1972. The new 
space will house a multipurpose, 
state-of-the-art community room 
that can accommodate 120 people, 
a cyber center, an interior court 
for a quiet reading area and more 
space for teens and adults.

“East Elmhurst is a rapidly-
growing community of families 
that relies on the East Elmhurst 
Community Library as a center 
of learning, literacy, and culture 
for residents of all ages,” Borough 
President Melinda Katz said. “The 
expansion of the East Elmhurst 
Community Library will create a 
magnificent, state-of-the-art addi-
tion to this treasured community 
facility. Today’s groundbreaking 
on this expansion project is a key 
milestone and one we should all 
take pride in as we eagerly await 
the project’s completion.”

The branch is currently closed 
to the public for the first phase of 
construction and will reopen in 
four months. In the interim, mo-
bile library service will be pro-
vided every Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Councilwoman Julissa Ferraras-Copeland (r) enjoys the groundbreaking cere-
mony for the East Elmhurst Library extension. Courtesy Queens Library

East Elmhurst library 
expansion underway
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Holiday 

Gift Cards 

Available!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH 

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this Christmas Eve 
and/or Christmas Day with you!

Let our family serve your’s! 

TRADITIONAL 
HOLIDAY MENU

Our Regular/Children’s Menu
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE

— F I L L I N G  U P  Q U I C K LY—

DINE WITH THE 

O’NEILL’S
CALL FOR RESERVATION AT

718.672.9696
HOLIDAY MEALS TO GO

Enjoy culinary convenience and great 
homemade taste this Christmas Eve and/or 

Christmas Day with our Holiday meals.
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY OR 
VIRGINIA HAM

Served with all the Trimmings
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

INDIVIDUAL DINNER 4–6 PEOPLE $135
5–9 PEOPLE 10–14 PEOPLE 15–20 PEOPLE $375

ADDITIONAL SIDES HALF TRAY ADDITIONAL SIDES PIES $15

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community Staple 
Since 1933

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY FESTIVITIES

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

December 18th  Brunch with Santa 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE - Sat., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Sun., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Sat., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats, 
and DJ playing all night long!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, D
EC. 11, 2016

9

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST & MENU ONLINE: 
JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!
Live or Steamed • 11/4 Lb to 6 Lbs each

JORDAN’S 
TAKE-OUT MARKET

OPEN 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

5AM – 7PM
THROUGH 1/1/17

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing will be getting 
its first movie theater in 
30 years at the former site 
of Flushing mall on 133-15 
39th Ave. between College 
Point Boulevard and Prince 
 Street.

 Construction has begun 
on the 1.2 million-square-
foot, mixed used Tangram 
project. It will be made up 
of four 15- or 16-story build-
ings with 300 luxury condo 
units, 80,000 square feet 
of office space and a hotel. 
Construction is expected to 
be completed in 2018.

The 34,000-square-foot 
movie theater will be locat-
ed in a two-story retail por-
tion of the project, with six 
to eight screens and seating 
for up to 800 people. There 
will also be a 24,000-square-
foot food hall, themed res-
taurants, a culinary food 
hall, beer garden and a 
variety of entertainment 
options, according devel-

opers F&T Group and SCG 
America.

Geoffrey Bailey of SCG 
Retail said the new mixed 
use building will be a wel-
come addition to downtown 
Flushing. 

“Flushing is ready 
for Tangram,” he said. 
“The demographic shift 
in Flushing is more dra-
matic than anywhere in 
the five boroughs and its 
existing retail and enter-
tainment options have not 
evolved to meet the needs 
of this demographic. From 
this perspective, Tangram 
checks all the boxes. It’s a 
transformative project that 
will provide unique options 
under one roof for all of the 
greater Flushing area to 
enjoy.”

Right now the closest 
movie theater for Flushing 
residents is College Point 
Multiplex Cinema in Whit-
estone.

This will be the first 
movie theater in the neigh-

borhood since the historic 
RKO Theater opened on 
Christmas Day 1928. In its 
heyday it hosted perfor-
mances by mega stars Bob 
Hope, Judy Garland and 
Jerry Lewis. In 1984 the 
theater’s lobby and stair-
case were designated land-
marks by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission. 
The theater was closed 
down in 1986 and since then 
its fate has been in limbo 
with multiple developers 
buying, then selling the 
theater. 

RKO was recently pur-
chased by Xinyuan Real 
Estate, a China-based real 
estate developer and prop-
erty manager in August. 
Xinyuan acquired the dere-
lict building located at 135-
35 Northern Blvd. for $66 
million and plans to build 
a 269-unit residential build-
ing. Xinyuan is the fifth de-
veloper to try to convert the 
abandoned theater.

New movie theater coming 
to downtown Flushing in ‘18

extend the stay after both 
sides file additional court 
papers by Dec. 21.

The intrigue began 
Monday when Republican 
Assembly members Nicole 
Malliotakis and Ron Cas-
torina filed the lawsuit 
in Staten Island Supreme 
Court citing state public-
records laws.

When IDNYC was in-
troduced in 2015, the New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
warned the city to retain 
as little information as pos-
sible. It is believed nearly 
half of the cardholders 
are undocumented immi-
grants.

“If you look at the origi-
nal legislation, which is the 
law of this city, it was quite 
clear we were not going to 
be -- we were not going to 
allow ourselves to be in a 
situation where those re-
cords would be turned over 
to the federal government,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
Monday. “The whole idea of 

IDNYC was to give people 
an opportunity in this city 
to live a better life for them-
selves and their families, to 
have a deeper connection 
with the city and city gov-
ernment. And it has been 
successful, but the reason 
people were willing to trust 
us is we made very clear 
that there would never be 
a situation where it would 
lead to their deportation, 
and we’re going to keep 
that pledge, and it’s part of 
our law.”

Castonia and Malliota-
kis, citing public-records 
law, said in their lawsuit 
that destroying govern-
ment records “due to the 
results of a federal election 
is against the ideals of the 
United States and has no 
basis in law.”

One Queens lawmaker 
took umbrage with his fel-
low members of the Assem-
bly.

“When we should be 
reinforcing the trust be-
tween our immigrant com-
munities and the agen-
cies that serve them, my 
colleagues have instead 

opted to further erode 
that trust,” Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “When 
IDNYC launched, we asked 
people to put their trust 
in this city, our city. This 
lawsuit only betrays them 
and scares them back into 
the shadows. The election 
has given undocumented 
immigrants in my district 
and throughout New York 
a lot to be concerned about, 
but getting an identifica-
tion card should not be one 
of them. It hurts our ability 
to provide them services; it 
hurts families by making 
their lives more difficult.

 By not standing by 
the thousands of families 
which also call New York 
home, Assembly members 
Malliotakis and Castorina 
share in the blame for cre-
ating a climate in which 
immigrants feel targeted 
and threatened.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

IDNYC
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“It’s a very important 
day for my children that 
their father was honored in 
this way and it’s a beauti-
ful thing,” she said. “The 
Police Department I know 
because I know a lot of the 
widows and they are always 
with us.”

Picciano died on Feb. 15, 
1971 while working at the 
41st Precinct in the Bronx. 
He was fingerprinting a 

man accused of abducting 
a 13-year-old boy. Picciano 
and the suspect got into a 
scuffle when his revolver 
fell to the floor, the suspect 
grabbed the gun and shot 
Picciano twice, killing him. 
He was the first officer to 
die in the line of duty in the 
41st Precinct.

Detective Picciano’s 
cousin, Ann Cozanni, 
reached out to Crowley’s of-
fice a year ago with the re-
quest to honor her late cous-
in with a street co-naming. 
In just a few months Crow-

ley’s office was able to get 
the renaming approved. 

“This street co-naming 
will keep Detective Pic-
ciano’s legacy thriving,” 
Crowley said.

Robert Boyce, NYPD 
chief of detectives, spoke to 
reporters and said the de-
partment never forgets the 
sacrifices of its officers, no 
matter how much time has 
passed. 

“1971 seems like a long 
time ago,” Boyce said.

Regional Plan Associa-
tion.

The study contends that 
while much attention has 
been paid to the damage 
that can be wrought by a 
severe, fast-moving storm 
such as Hurricane Sandy, 
the more gradual but per-
manent damage caused by 
a rise in the sea level has 
not been adequately ad-
dressed. 

“Intermittent flood-
ing recedes once a storm 
passes while sea level rise 
flooding is permanent 
and can be expected to en-
croach further inland over 
time,” the report stated 
in its introductory sum-
mary. “Sea level rise not 
only permanently alters 
the coast line. It also wid-
ens the area vulnerable to 
storm surge.”

The RPA is an inde-
pendent research and ad-
vocacy organization that 
attempts to measure the 
health and economic sta-
bility of New York’s metro-
politan region. The report 

analyses the potential 
threats to the New York, 
New Jersey and Connecti-
cut metropolitan areas 
that are most at risk of per-
manent flooding, measur-
ing the potential impact a 
1, 3 or 6 foot rise in the sea 
level could have on com-
munities. The report indi-
cates sea levels could rise 
by one foot as early as the 
2030s, with three feet pos-
sible as early as the 2080s 
and six feet conceivable by 
early next century.

In Queens, a handful 
of areas around Jamaica 
Bay could be endangered 
by sea level rise, particu-
larly the Broad Channel 
neighborhood, which was 
battered during Hurri-
cane Sandy. The report 
indicates that LaGuardia 
Airport could potentially 
see “nuisance flooding” 
during high tides if sea 
level rose one foot.

At a 3-foot-rise, commu-
nities along Jamaica Bay’s 
shores could be affected. 
The subway connection 
with the Rockaways would 
be endangered, and areas 
that were not inundated 
would be more susceptible 

to storm surge. At a 6-foot 
rise, Broad Channel would 
be entirely inundated, and 
much of the Rockaways 
would be in danger by the 
increased sea level. The 
report states more than 
200,000 New Yorkers in 
Brooklyn and Queens live 
in areas that would be af-
fected by the 6-foot sea 
level rise. Runways and 
terminals at LaGuardia 
could be entirely inundat-
ed, as well.

The report stressed the 
difference between the 
consequences of a storm 
like Sandy and a sea level 
rise, noting that while 
storms can leave momen-
tous damage in their wake, 
their effects can be tempo-
rary. With a sea level rise, 
the process is slower but 
the water will not recede. 
The report urged local, 
state and federal govern-
ment to consider the ef-
fects of a sea rise while 
planning to mitigate the 
destructive effects of any 
future superstorms.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.

Continued from Page 1 

Rename
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Sea level

Mr. Taylor proves 
himself the greatest   
choreographer alive.
  - The New York Times

December 17-18
Saturday 2pm & 8pm
Sunday 3pm
Tickets from $25
www.queenstheatre.org
Box Offi ce: 718.760.0064

718-263-0136
Learn more at 

www.drhleap.com

Carlos Hleap, M.D.
OBGYN - FACOG 

Announcing

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

110-34 70TH ROAD

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

Servicing the community for over 20 YEARS!

members of the City Coun-
cil were meeting to discuss 
ways to mobilize against 
policies which President-
elect Trump may be look-
ing to enact.

Jewish Voice for Peace, 
an organization which op-
poses bigotry in all forms, 
 is campaigning against 
Steve Bannon being tapped 
as chief White House strat-
egist for the Trump admin-
istration for his Islamopho-

bic views and to confront 
what they view as not only 
a fascist regime, but a crisis 
situation for Jews and Mus-
lims.  Bannon is a founding 
member of Breitbart News, 
a far-right news website.

“We think it’s our re-
sponsibility to stand and 
support Muslims, people 
of color, people who are 
vulnerable,” said Rosalind 
Petchesky, a former po-
litical science professor at 
Hunter College and Jewish 
Voice for Peace leader. “We 
think the threat of anti-
Semitism is being used to 

deflect from the rampant 
Islamophobia. At the same 
time, anti-Semitism is 
real... Breitbart, we know, 
is anti-Semitic.”

Pedro Valdez Rivera Jr. 
from the Justice Commit-
tee, a Latino organization 
dedicating to stopping po-
lice violence and systemic 
racism, was at the rally to 
push for solidarity between 
the different groups regard-
less of who is in office at all 
levels of government. 

Continued from Page 1 

March
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Zum Stammtisch
Restaurant 

From Europe to New York...
Authentic German

Dining & Experience
LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 

STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


