
BY BILL PARRY

Borough President Melinda 
Katz has launched a pre-emptive 
strike against the city Parks De-
partment and three entertain-
ment giants that are seeking to 
use Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for paid-admission music 

festivals this summer. Madison 
Square Garden, AEG Live and 
Founders Entertainment have all 
filed applications with the city to 
close off large portions of the park 
in order to stage events.

“Without a fair policy in place, 
I remain opposed to any appli-
cations from for-profit organi-

zations to run paid-admission 
events in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park,” Katz said. “The 
absence of a revised policy, in-
cluding a set selection criteria 
and process approved by the com-
munity, renders the process arbi-
trary and unfair. Cutting off pub-
lic access to our treasured parks 

flies in the face of the very prin-
ciple behind our parks, which is 
space designated for public access 
and equity.”

The same three companies at-
tempted to stage music festivals 
in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park last summer, but their ap-
plications were denied after 
fierce opposition from Katz and 
numerous civic associations. 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. 
Silver said he would explore new 
rule-making to create an appro-
priate framework for approving 
large-scale multi-day events in 
the park, including limits on the 
potential number, scale and na-
ture of any such events so as not 
to have an unreasonable impact 
on the park and its users.

These new rules have not been 
established as the Parks Depart-
ment reviews the applications. 
The city has until Dec. 19 to ap-
prove permits for the entertain-
ment giants.

“I urge the Parks Department 
to reject any and all such ap-
plications until a city policy on 
whether and how we shut down 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
for paid-admission events is es-
tablished,” Katz said.

Adhering to current rules, the 
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BY BILL PARRY

Carwasheros is a term 
that entered the borough 
lexicon in 2012 when a 
group of undocumented 
immigrant workers at an 
East Elmhurst car wash 

fought and won the right 
to organize and eventually 
become the first shop to 
sign a union contract east 
of Los Angeles, Calif. 

Now workers and offi-
cials of the Retail, Whole-
sale and Department Store 

Union have signed a new, 
three-year contract with 
the owners of Hi-Tek Car 
Wash and Lube, located at 
83-03 254th Ave.,  that pro-
vides solid wage increases, 
strong health and safety 
protections, and additional 

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City is in the run-
ning for a $100 million-world-class 
Applied Life Sciences Campus 
that will drive bio-engineering 
innovations, research and devel-
opment partnerships and entre-
preneurial training. The campus 
will serve as an institutional an-
chor for the life sciences industry, 
much as Cornell-Tech will serve 
as an anchor for applied sciences 
and engineering, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio revealed Tuesday.

The campus will be part of a 
$500-million initiative, LifeSci 
NYC, that will spur an estimat-
ed 16,000 new, good-paying jobs 
and establish New York City as a 
global leader in life sciences and 
research, the mayor said. New 
Yorkers hoping to secure a ca-
reer-track job in a growing indus-
try and struggling with the rising 
cost of living will have access to 
1,000 paid internships, new train-
ing programs and job placements 
in a field with average salaries of 
$75,000.

“We have to break the vice 
grip of stagnant wages and the 

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 18

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing elected officials are showing sup-
port for Flushing High School after the state 
Department  of Education revealed the school 
is still struggling. State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-

City set sights 
on life science
campus in LIC

Katz opposes renting out parks
Beep rejects bids by producers to stage paid-admission events in Flushing Meadows without official policy

SPEAKING OUT

Immigrants in New York, anxious over the upcoming inauguration of Donald Trump as president, are flocking to 
meetings like this one held in Jackson Heights last week, where this young Indian mother voiced her serious wor-
ries about her baby’s future here. See story on Page 9. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

The carwasheros of East Elmhurst 
celebrate renewal of their union con-
tract.

Carwasheros get new contractElected offi cials working 
to rescue Flushing HS

Continued on Page18
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY BILL PARRY

The low-income residents of a 
35-unit Astoria apartment build-
ing have been told they must va-
cate their units by Dec. 31. The 
building, located at 31-65 46th St., 
is owned by the New York School 
of Urban Ministries at 31-10 47th 
St.

Rev. Peter DeArruda informed 
the residents that the building 
was sold and they must move out 
during a meeting on Nov. 17. Each 
resident also received a letter that 
was slipped under their doors 
which technically only repre-
sents the first step in an eviction 
process.

One lawmaker said the land-
lord is not following proper evic-
tion proceedings

“It’s disturbing that people 
are being improperly asked to 
leave their homes just two weeks 
before the holidays,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “Two people have already 
moved out. They’re trying to 
make these people homeless with 

no real grounds. We’re spreading 
the word that this is not a proper 
eviction notice and it’s up to the 

landlord to follow the correct pro-
cess.”

Several of the residents be-

lieve the building was sold to the 
city and will be converted into a 
homeless shelter. Gianaris has 

been told the city did not buy the 
property and there are no plans 
for a homeless shelter at that lo-
cation.

“We have been told there is no 
plan, but there has been miscom-
munication in the past,” he said. 
“So we are a bit leery.”

 Neither DeArruda nor his at-
torney, Ira Clair of White Plains, 
could be reached for comment.

Two city councilman have 
jumped into the fray, calling for 
a rally at the New York School of 
Urban Ministries on Monday at 
1 p.m. Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) will 
protest the “sudden mass evic-
tion from the facility which will 
leave 39 residents homeless.”

Gianaris is concerned that 
because these tenants are low-in-
come New Yorkers, they are not 
getting proper representation.

“Clearly something is going 
on and we are not getting the full 

story and that to me is disconcert-
ing,” he said.

 City Councilman Jimmy VanBramer says an Astoria faith-based ministry’s decision to evict tenants right before the holi-
days is driven by the quest for money.                                   Photo by Bill Parry

BY BILL PARRY

Brian Barnwell, the 32-year-
old Woodside attorney who 
upset longtime state Assem-
blywoman Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth) in the Democratic 
primary and then won her seat 
easily on Election Day, isn’t 
waiting to be sworn in come 
January for his first policy 
statement. 

Barnwell announced Mon-
day his endorsement of the 
Home Stability Support Plan 
proposed by Assemblyman An-
drew Hevesi (D-Forest Hills), a 
proposal to increase outdated 
rental subsidies provided to 
New York families on the brink 
of homelessness. He is joining 
a growing coalition of city and 
statewide officials and advo-
cacy groups calling on Gov. An-
drew Cuomo to include the plan 
in the state budget.

“Home Stability Support is 
the common-sense, fiscally re-
sponsible plan we need to ad-

dress the growing homeless 
crisis,” Barnwell said. “I’m 
proud to join Assembly member 
Hevesi and legislators from all 
around the state in endorsing 
HSS. HSS will help keep people 
in their own homes and will 
prevent individuals from being 
evicted and forced into the dan-
gerous shelter system. I intend 
to be a forceful advocate in ef-
forts to include HSS in the next 
state budget because the poli-
cies we have now are failing 
New Yorkers and their neigh-
borhoods.”

Barnwell was a forceful 
critic of the city’s efforts to 
convert the Maspeth Holiday 
Inn Express into a homeless 
shelter and has taken part in 
nightly rallies, marches and 
public meetings since August. 
Last month, U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
endorsed Hevesi’s plan, join-
ing more than 30 City Council 
members, who already declared 
their support.

“The most effective way to 
combat homelessness in our 
city is to prevent New Yorkers 
from becoming homeless in the 

first place,” Crowley said. “At a 
time when so many of our com-
munities are rent-burdened 
and struggling to make ends 
meet, Home Stability Support 
presents a real opportunity to 
provide the assistance vulner-
able families need to stay in 
their homes.”

Home Stability Support 
would provide a statewide rent 
supplement for individuals and 
families facing eviction, home-
lessness or loss of housing due 
to domestic violence or haz-
ardous living conditions. HSS 
would replace all existing city 
and state rental supplements 
that have done little to stem the 
tide of this growing crisis with 
a record 60,383 homeless in the 
city according to DHS.

Hevesi says HSS would cost 
$11,224 per year for a house-
hold of three in New York City. 
Meanwhile, the cost of shelters 
in the city is $38,460 for a fam-
ily with children — a net sav-
ings for taxpayers of $27,236 

per year.
“As a member of Congress, 

I have consistently supported 
increased funding for federal 
housing assistance programs 
like Section 8, public housing, 
and the continued creation and 
maintenance of affordable hous-
ing stock,” Crowley said. “Now 
I join the growing coalition of 
elected  officials and advocates 
who view Home Stability Sup-
port as a sensible proposal that 
will not only help reverse the 
trend of homelessness in our 
city but also provide signifi-
cant savings for taxpayers. Too 
many New Yorkers are depend-
ing on us to act and I applaud 
Assemblyman Hevesi for his 
leadership on finding solutions 
to this crisis by taking steps to 
strike at the root of the prob-
lem.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Assemblyman-elect Brian 
Barnwell endorses a new plan by 
Andrew Hevesi that would help 
ease the homeless crisis. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Barnwell, Crowley endorse Hevesi’s homeless plan

Astoria residents face holiday eviction
Urban Ministry sends notices ousting low-income tenants as lawmakers claim non-profit violates due process
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

After several setbacks the 
Bowne Street Community 
Church was officially land-
marked by the city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Committee Dec. 13 . 
The church was one of 27 sites in 
the city landmarked as part of 
the backlog initiative, including 
Loew’s 175th Street Theatre in 
Manhattan, St. Barbara’s Roman 
Catholic Church in Brooklyn and 
Broughham College in Staten Is-
land. 

“I am thrilled that through 
this ambitious and unprec-
edented effort we have granted 
full landmark protection to 27 
outstanding properties and cut 
through a 50-year backlog in a 
matter of 18 months,” Commis-
sion Chairwoman Meenakshi 
Srinivasan said. “We’re very 
proud that the designated prop-
erties are from all five boroughs 
and represent a diverse array of 
building typologies, including 
early residences, institutional 
buildings, churches, a theater— 
even an iconic sign. This is a 
great day for preservation in 
New York City”

Bowne Community Church, 
located on 143-11 Roosevelt Ave., 
formerly known as the Protestant 
Reformed Dutch Church of Flush-
ing, opened in 1892. The church 
was built in a Romanesque Re-
vival style and features stained 
glass windows designed by Tif-
fany Glass Company. The church 
merged with another congrega-
tion in 1970 and became known 
as Bowne Street Community Church. It 
began serving the Taiwanese immigrant 
community after the demographics of 
the Flushing population changed and 
currently holds multidenominational 
services in Korean, Spanish, Chinese 
and English.  

The church had been added to the 
landmarks calendar in 2003, but it did 
not have its first hearing until October 
2015.   This was part of the initiative LPC 
adopted to address the backlog of build-
ings that were under consideration for 
designation, but were not designated or 
acted upon.  Most on the list were calen-
dared 20 or more years ago.

At the October hearing 13 people 
testified in support of designation with 
no one testifying against it. Another 
hearing had to be set because there was 
a mistake on the map presented at the 
hearing. A second hearing was held on 
Nov. 15, 2016 where elected officials like 

state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing) as 
well as residents were pushing for des-
ignation. The actual church has been 
hesitant, however,  fearing the finan-
cial burden of maintaining the building 
once it became a landmark. 

“The New York Landmarks Conser-
vancy appreciates that the commission 
listened to the public and gave each of 
the backlog buildings a hearing,” Peg 
Breen, president of the New York Land-
marks Conservancy, said. “We’re glad 
that a significant number of these prop-
erties will be designated and protected 
for the future. After decades on the 
calendar for some of these sites, it was 
worth the wait.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST & MENU ONLINE: 
JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!
Live or Steamed • 11/4 Lb to 6 Lbs each

JORDAN’S 
TAKE-OUT MARKET

OPEN 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

5AM – 7PM
THROUGH 1/1/17

Bowne Street church 
wins landmark status

After a long wait Bowne Street Community Church in 
Flushing has been landmarked. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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By borrowing from a community credit union, you not only get 
���
�����
���
��������
����
������
�����
���
����
����������

for paying off your loan.

Mortgages  |  Home Equity Loans & HELOCs  |  Auto Loans 
Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 
Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

BY MARK HALLUM

A seemingly manageable gas 
leak in the street of Glen Oaks Vil-
lage spread throughout the com-
plex in an unexpected way before 
service was finally restored.  

When the leak was reported to 
ConEd Nov. 3, it led to the complete 
shutdown of the gas system for 40 
units, according to Co-op President 
Bob Friedrich. The affected fami-
lies had been eating out or cooking 
make-shift meals with electric ap-
pliances at home for more than 40 
days.

Joe Concannon, the current Re-
publican candidate for City Council 
in the 23rd District , hosted a Tues-
day news conference for outraged 
residents, who thought their quali-
ty of life was harmed by ConEd and 
the legislation that required the co-
op to replace valves that were not 
implicated in the leak.

The Glen Oaks gas system is not 
very old. The co-op was built in the 
1940s, but made the switch from oil 
to gas in the 1980s, Friedrich said. 

But even though the outside 
gas leak was quickly fixed, city 
protocol nonetheless required the 
steel valves linking to appliances 

such as stove tops and laundry ma-
chines to be replaced, costing the 
co-op $12,000 and residents an un-
determined amount, and delaying 
the resumption of gas service for 
weeks.

Friedrich argued that once the 
original leak was fixed, the lines 
should have been pressure tested 
and allowed to operate.

“The new rules and protocols 
require that we remove and replace 
perfectly good gas valves in 40 
apartments and on 40 gas lines in 
the meter room. These types of pro-
tocols simply don’t work efficiently 
in our type of dwellings and create a 
real hardship for our residents, and 
cost to our co-op,” Friedrich said. 
“The requirement to replace good 
working gas valves with new ones–
coupled with the built-in delays of 
DOB permits and inspections, and 
the inability to immediately self-
certify the job, created enormous 
delays and also cost the co-op more 
than $12,000 in unnecessary valve 
replacements. The status quo must 
change.”

One female resident who is cur-
rently pregnant voiced her con-
cerns to Concannon about the well-
being of her unborn child without 

the ability to easily provide nour-
ishment at home. 

“For 40 days and 40 nights the 
residents of Glen Oaks, NY were 
without gas for cooking and cloth-
ing dryers. These residents were 
held captive by the deBlasio ad-
ministration’s ill-fated policies 
that hamstrung Con Ed, The NYC 
Department of Buildings and Glen 
Oaks Village Cooperative. One size 
fits all DeBlasio policies do not fit 
every community. Over 100 people 
were impacted, they lost Thanks-
giving because they couldn’t cook 

at home and now are afraid they are 
about to lose Christmas and other 
holidays as well.” Concannon said. 
“The community told him there 
was no sense of urgency and that 
just because they had heat no one 
they spoke to placed their needs as 
a priority.”

A spokesman from the ConEdi-
son, however, said this kind of wait 
time for replacing lines for this 
many units is not unusual, because 
of procedures which must be fol-
lowed, such as integrity tests and 
acquiring permits from the Dept. of 

Buildings. 
“We have been in contact with 

the building’s facilities personnel 
and have been notified that inter-
nal repairs have been made.  We 
are coordinating the restoration of 
gas service,” the spokesman said, 
adding that at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
repairmen were on site to complete 
the process. “We performed the in-
tegrity test on the customer’s pip-
ing and everything passed. We are 
on location working with the cus-
tomer’s plumber and maintenance 
people gassing in (turning on) the 
appliances.”

Concannon, who is running 
against Democratic incumbent 
Councilman Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Fresh Meadows), used the news 
conference to tell potential voters 
he would have been at the location 
every day until the issue was re-
solved if he were councilman, and 
claimed that Glen Oaks residents 
he has spoken to do not know who 
their representative in city govern-
ment is.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by 
e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Gas restored at Glen Oaks units after six-week outage

Republican for City Council, Joe Concannon, held a news conference with Glen 
Oaks Village president Bob Friedrich to call for the long-overdue restoration of 
gas service. Photo by Mark Hallum
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ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

718-263-0136
Learn more at 

www.drhleap.com

Carlos Hleap, M.D.
OBGYN - FACOG 

Announcing

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

110-34 70TH ROAD

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

Servicing the community for over 20 YEARS!

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Windsor Oaks Tenant’s Cor-

poration is seeking approval by 
the Board of Standards and Ap-
peals to amend a variance be-
tween the co-op and the neigh-
boring housing development so 
they may clear a wooded area 
for a new clubhouse and 98 new 
parking spaces, according to 
Steve Behar, legislative council 
to Councilman Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens). 

The variance to maintain 
the 100-foot wide section of 
trees goes back to 1951, when 
the co-op was built, and serves 
as a buffer between the two 
communities.

The land where the variance 
is in place is between Bell Bou-
levard and Springfield Boule-
vard and as many as 15 homes 
border the variance.

A Community Board 11 
meeting in 2015 heard strong 
resident opposition to the plan 
to clear the woodland and the 
co-op’s application through CB 
11 to amend the variance was 
shot down. In 2011, the Tenant’s 
Corporation had secured a 

loan to build the 5,000-square-
foot clubhouse which was re-
financed four years in a row 
without construction moving 
forward.

“In our last meeting before 
coming in front of the commu-
nity board, it was suggested 
that we sit down with the resi-
dents of 77th Avenue and see 
where we could come together,” 
Windsor Oaks President Ron-
ald Kaye said in 2015. “Sadly, 
they wanted no part of that. 
They just don’t want the project 
at all.”

But Behar said the co-op is 
not backing down from its re-
solve to level the trees standing 
between them and their future 
amenities.

“Over the years, they’ve 
cut down the trees, which they 
weren’t supposed to be do-
ing under the variance, and 
now they’re asking the BSA to 
eliminate the variance,” Be-
har said. “This is a buffer be-
tween the cooperative and the 
homes. These people are up in 
arms because they bought their 
homes knowing that there was 
a variance, that they would be 

protected from this big co-op. 
We’ve also received a lot of com-
plaints from people who live in 
the co-op, but don’t want this 
either.”

Kaye argued in 2015 that op-
position to developing the wood-
ed area would have taken place 
at any geographic location and 
the Windsor Oaks variance was 

in no way special. 
“The objection here is sim-

ple: ‘not in my backyard.’ But 
as far as residents of Windsor 
Oaks are concerned, that land 
belongs to all shareholde rs,” 
Kaye said. “If this project was 
proposed for another property, 
we would have had an entirely 
different group of residents ex-

pressing ‘not in my backyard.’ 
It isn’t a good enough reason 
not to have this project go for-
ward.”

The woodland under the 
variance has been thinned sig-
nificantly over the past decade 
and does not comply with the 
regulation agreed upon by the 
co-op, Behar said.

“Sixty years later they’re 
coming back and saying, ‘we 
want to change that,” Behar 
explained. “And the people are 
up in arms because they bought 
their house knowing that the 
area behind them was forest. 
Now it’s going to be a driveway 
and a clubhouse.”

The motion to amend the 
variance was also defeated by 
the Central/South Bayside Zon-
ing Committee prior to the CB 
11 meeting in 2015.

The BSA hearing to amend 
the variance is scheduled for 
Feb. 28.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Residents of a housing development are in conflict with Windsor Oaks after the 
co-op is threatening to pave a wooded variance between the two for a drive-
way.  Google Earth

Windsor Oaks seeks city approval to take woodland
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Blas touts water credit
Water Board approves mayor’s proposal to refund $183 on residents’ bills

Flushing chefs plan 
to feed 450 at Xmas

BY MARK HALLUM

Mayor Bill de Blasio came 
to Bayside last week to talk to 
residents at Clearview Senior 
Center about a $183 water bill 
credit to relieve the financial 
burden on homeowners. The 
Water Board approved de Bla-
sio’s proposal for the credit 
back in April, which is an issue 
the mayor said has wanted to 
address since his time as public 
advocate.

Rates have increased across 
the city every year, but 2016 
only saw a 2 percent increase, 
according to de Blasio. At the 
same time a hidden tax is also 
taking a bite out of the public’s 
checkbooks. So far, 120,000 ho-
meowners have seen relief on 
their water bill due to the credit 
the city has made available to 
them, de Blasio said at the Dec. 
8 meeting.

“For years and years, you 
paid the water bill, but you 
didn’t just pay for water,” de Bla-
sio told residents. “There was a 
hidden tax baked into it. It had 
a strange title. They called it a 
‘rental payment.’ It didn’t make 
any sense.”

 The tax credit was first 
passed by the city Water Board 
in April and will be issued once 
a year starting this summer.

The one-time credit of $183 is 
available annually for water and 
sewer bills and has the potential 
to reach an estimated 664,000 
homeowners citywide, which 
makes up approximately 80 per-
cent of payers in New York City, 
the majority of which are hom-
eowners.

About 100 residents gathered 

in the Clearview Center’s con-
ference hall at 208-11 26th Ave. 
with many expressing gratitude 
to the mayor for lightening the 
financial burden associated 
with the essential utility.

“My water bill is astronomi-
cal,” Olga Torres said. “I live 
just down the block and I know 
my neighbors have been com-
plaining. It’s been out of con-
trol. I’m glad something is being 
done.”

Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) and City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) joined residents in praising 
the water bill credit.

“We’re all homeowners out 
here in northeast Queens, and 
when we hear about getting 
money back, that’s what we want 

to hear because we’re paying so 
much in taxes. It’s nice to see a 
mayor who’s going to fight to get 
us some money back,” Vallone 
said.

The mayor also explained 
to residents at Clearview how 
many seniors who make less 
than $50,000 are eligible for rent 
freezes through programs such 
as SCRIE and many of them are 
not aware of it. De Blasio esti-
mated that 80,000 people are not 
taking advantage of rent freeze 
programs.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing restaurateurs are 
f lush with the spirit of giving 
this holiday season. 

Danny’s Steak House and 
Oyster Bar is hosting its sec-
ond “Community Meals for 
Those in Need on Christmas 
Eve” event at Flushing Town 
Hall Dec. 24. Restaurateurs 
Danny Lye and partner Ivy 
Zheng  will be donating 350 
meals from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve. 

In addition to the 350 meals 
from Lye, the owner of Flush-
ing restaurant Yu Sushi Bar, 
Jimmy Wong, will be donating 
150 rolls of sushi along with 
300 bottles of water. Some 35 
volunteers have signed up to 
help with the event and will 
distribute the 500 meals to 
people in need. 

A recent survey released 
by Hunger Free America re-
vealed that in  New York City 
approximately 1.4 million 
people lived in households 
that are food insecure,  mean-
ing that they are not certain 
where their next meal will 
come from.

“Winter is coming and 
many holidays are coming,” 
said Ellen Kodadek, executive 
director ofr Flushing Town 
Hall. “Unfortunately,  some 
people in our community, es-
pecially in Flushing, don’t 
have access to the warmth of 
holiday spirit, the warmth of 
family, warmth of people to 
take care of them. At Flushing 
Town Hall we’re happy to once 
again be hosting this amazing 
community dinner and we 

particularly want to thank 
the sponsors. Over 300 people 
came last year and were fed, 
and left with not only warm 
food for their stomachs but 
also the warmth of having 
their neighbors take care of 
them.”

Councilman Peter Koo (D- 
Flushing) praised the dinner. 

“This is really a wonder-
ful event,” he said. “During 
the holidays a lot of people 
are lonely and they don’t have 
financial resources to buy 
a cooked meal and they can 
come here on that day and 
share the meal with everyone. 
This is very good, especially 
during Christmas.”

Flushing community activ-
ist Sherrell Jordan was moved 
when she volunteered at last 
year’s event. 

“I’m elated to be here again 
with Danny’s Steak House and 
all the sponsors,” she said. 
“My daughter, Makilah, and 
I were able to volunteer last 
year, and what touched me the 
most was that there were so 
many people that said ‘Thank 
you, we didn’t know how we 
were going to eat.’ One woman 
had her grandchildren with 
her and she said, ‘Thank you, 
I didn’t have any food.’ 

She thanked Lye and the 
community for their part in 
the community initiative. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Mayor deBlasio at the Clearview Senior Center explains why water bills in the city 
are rising so fast.  Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Rob Bennett
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FREE PARKING!
We Accept All

Major Credit
Cards. 

From 10pm to 3am in the Costa Del Sol Ballroom or in the Dining Room

Live DJ ~ Playing Cumbia, Merengue, Salsa from 50s to 90s

RESTAURANT & CATERING

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Appetizer
Empanada

Spanish Cheese Pie with Olives

Salad or Soup
Ensalada Mixta or Sopa del Dia
Mixed Greens, Tomato, Radicchio, 

Carrots, Cucumber, Vinaigrette 
Dressing

Dessert
(Choice of one)

Flan
Caramel Custard

Ice Cream

Entrées
(Choice of one)

Veal al Jerez
Veal medallions, Marsala wine 

sauce with Mushrooms

Pollo A La Madrid
Boneless Chicken sautéed in 

Lemon & wine sauce

Roasted Atlantic Salmon
With green sauce, Saffron Rice

& String Beans

Paella Valenciana... additional $5

Broiled Sirloin Steak... additional $5

MARBELLA - P: 718-423-0100 718-423-0102 contact@MarbellaRestaurant.com 

FLAMENCO
DINNER SHOW

With “Flamenco y Sol” www.fl amencoysol.com
$45pp plus tax & gratuity 
Limited Seating Available

Advanced Reservation Required

718-423-0100
www.marbella-restaurant.com

MUSIC  DANCING

NEWS YEAR’S EVE GALA DINNER
Mixed Apetizers ~ Chilled Fresh Fruit ~ Baked Sirloin Steak

Fillet of Sole Stuffed with Crabmeat ~ Salmon ~ Chicken Cordon Bleu
Veal with Mushrooms ~ Chicken Francaise ~ Shrimp in Garlic Sauce

Served with Vegetables & Potatoes
Homemade Tart ~ Coffee or Tea

Regular Dinner Served till 9:30pm Last
Seating 8:00pm “Must be out by 9:45”

ALL FOR

$108
Per person plus T&T

Premium
Champagne

Premium Liquor
Pina Colada
Wine ~ Beer

RESTAURANT & CATERING

Superb Spanish &
Continental Cuisine.
Open For Lunch
& Dinner.

BY MARK HALLUM

Members of the Jackson 
Heights’ South Asian communi-
ty spoke out about concerns fol-
lowing the presidential election 
on Saturday at a Chhaya CDC 
town hall meeting and were 
joined by state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst). Chhaya 
is an organization dedicated 
to advocating for South Asian 
immigrant centers in the city 
to build economically stable, 
sustainable, and thriving com-
munities. The town hall meet-
ing took place at Renaissance 
Charter School, 35-59 81st St., 
with more than 200 people in 
attendance.

“It’s all about working to-
gether and ensuring that not 
only does the city of New York 
remain a sanctuary city, but we 
have each other’s back,” Per-
alta said.

Naheed Bahram from the 
Women for Afghan Women told 
the audience her organization 
has been working with immi-
grant communities for the past 
15 years. The current level of 

fear is unprecedented following 
the victory of President-elect 
Donald Trump.     Zaiban Akber-
zai, 15,  from the organization’s 
girls leadership program said 
her mother was harassed for 
wearing her head scarf. 

“In the previous years, this 
has never occurred. But now 
with the recent election that has 
taken place with President -elect 
Donald J. Trump, hate crimes 
have accummulated,”Zaiban  
said. “But I’m very confident 
that we as New Yorkers will 
fight against harassment and 
stand united as one.”

Zarmina Zadran, a 13-year-
old with the leadership pro-
gram, said the recent weeks 
have been a difficult time for 
her because she has experi-
enced bullying from peers at 
school.

A paralegal who did not give 
her name described how she 
felt the morning her husband 
told her Trump had won the 
election and the experience of 
clients where she works offer-
ing legal aid to immigrants.

“Of course, if you haven’t 

lived immigration, if you 
haven’t been touched by it, you 
really can’t relate to it,” she 
said. “But hearing the stories of 
these people each day who have 
been persecuted, who have f led 
their counties and have come to 
the U.S. for a different life. Try-
ing to fight for that person, and 
then having others tell them 

otherwise, that they don’t be-
long. That’s heartbreaking.”

Another person at the micro-
phone spoke in place of a Paki-
stani woman who had lived in 
Jamaica for 11 years and was 
the victim of a hate crime, but 
too scared to report the incident 
to authorities. The woman was 
walking through the streets of 

southeast Queens and was ver-
bally harassed as well as hav-
ing her hijab tugged at.

“I said to her, ‘You’ve got to 
report this,” she said. “But I’m 
not so sure she’s comfortable 
doing this.”

The woman said the narra-
tive for the Pakistani woman in 
Jamaica is different from the 
experience she has heard from 
Muslim women in places such 
as College Point.  She speculat-
ed that the safety and comfort 
varied from community to com-
munity.

On the panel at the town hall 
meeting were Alina Das, associ-
ate professor of Clinical Law at 
NYU; NYU law student Sarika 
Arya; Nishan Bhaumik, an at-
torney at Anti-Violence Project; 
and Queens Borough Director 
for the Office of MayorNick Gu-
lotta.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

CCHAYA held a town hall in Jackson Heights for immigrants to stand in solidarity 
against hate crimes. Photo by Michael Shain 

Jackson Hts. immigrant groups speak out about hate
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NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 22nd2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 22nd 2016
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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WISHING YOU JOY & PEACE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

www.ridgewoodbank.com
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May “the e loquent lesson of  the touching myster y  of 
Beth lehem, which we a re  now celebrat ing” f i l l  your 

hea r t s  th is  Chris tmas sea son !
— Bles s ed  B a s i l  Morea u ,  C i rc u l a r  L e t te r  179,  Janu a r y  10 ,  18 65

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you!
The Administration, Faculty, Staff, & Students of Holy Cross High School

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) will be officially an-
nouncing his 2017 mayoral run 
Sunday, according to Madison-
Marine-Homecrest Civic Asso-
ciation President Ed Jaworsky 
in Brooklyn.

 Avella held meetings with 
various civic leaders through-
out south Brooklyn last week-
end to gather support in areas 
outside his district where resi-
dents opposed over-development 
and who often think Mayor Bill 
de Blasio overlooks their needs.

In 2009, Avella made his bid 
for mayor during his last year 
in the City Council represent-
ing the 19th District but lost 
and has served in state Senate 
since 2010.

Avella is planning to for-
mally announce his intention 
to run at a homeless shelter pro-
test at the Holiday Inn at 59-40 
55th Rd. in Maspeth Dec.18, Ja-
worsky said.

Among the community 
groups Avella met with over 
the weekend were Marine Park 
Civic, Garrison Beach Cares, 
Sheepshead Bay - Plumb Beach 
Civic Association, the Brook-
lyn Housing Preservation Alli-
ance, and the Bay Improvement 
Group, among the dozen or so 
groups Jaworsky said were rep-
resented at the meeting.

Avella’s stance on over-de-
velopment and illegal housing 
resonates for people in Dyker 
Heights, according to Jawor-
sky.

But what drew the most sup-
port from the group was Avella’s 
plan to govern.

“We also asked him about 
his vision,” Jaworsky said. “He 
thought it best to give emphasis 
to neighborhoods and he said 
his style would be [bottom up 
type of governance rather than 
top-down]. Look for feedback 
from the people.”

Jaworsky added that Avella 
had formed relationships with 

neighborhoods throughout 
southern Brooklyn and had left 
a positive impression.

“We’re not happy that the 
mayor has not been out to our 
end of Brooklyn in I don’t know 

how long,” he said.
Avella’s office confirmed an 

announcement would be made 
Sunday with more details to fol-
low at the end of the week.

A Quinnipiac University 
survey released in Nov. 16 found 
only 39 percent of New Yorkers 
are in favor de Blasio serving 
another term in office. But the 
poll of 1,138 city residents also 
revealed the incumbent had a 
approval rating with 63 percent 
of Democrats and 71 percent of 
African Americans, indicating 
a strong advantage over any 
challengers.

Former Councilman Sal Al-
banese (D-Brooklyn) has also 
announced his 2017 mayoral 
run.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella Photo by Michael Shain 

Avella to challenge de Blasio for City Hall
Bayside senator will announce run at the motel in Maspeth, which has been the focus of protests against the mayor’s homeless shelter policy
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Gift Cards now available to all
Maspeth Federal Savings customers.

· No processing fee

· Various design choices

· Choose your dollar amount
 from $10-$1000

for any occasion.

 maspethfederal.com
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personal days and a holiday 
bonus.

“This ground-breaking 
agreement proves that car 
washes can survive and 
prosper in this city while re-
specting the rights of their 
employees under a union 
contract,” RWDSU Presi-
dent Stuart Appelbaum 
said. “We look forward to 
reaching agreements with 
all other unionized shops 
as their contract renewals 
come up.”

In addition to the wage 
increase in each year, and 
two additional personal 
days, the new contract 
contains strong health 
and safety language and 
gives the union the right 
to conduct annual safety 
inspections to ensure that 
the workers have adequate 
training and proper equip-
ment to protect themselves 
against potentially harm-
ful chemicals. Hi-Tek work-
er Efren Gonzalez said he 
and his colleagues demon-
strated what can happen 
when workers stand up for 
their rights - especially at a 
time when unions may face 

a hostile political environ-
ment.

“Because of our unity 
and perserverance we were 
able to get guaranteed wage 
increases, bonuses, person-
al days and stronger health 
safety language in our con-
tract,” Gonzalez said. “Now 
the owner has to pay us 
for the time in training on 
chemical handling provid-
ed by our union. And most 
importantly, we were able 
to maintain the respect 
that we always deserved.”

The Car Wash Cam-
paign, an effort by Make 
the Road New York, New 
York Communities for 
Change and the RWDSU, 
has been fighting on behalf 
of car wash workers across 
the city for more than four 
years. In that time, 10 shops 
have won contracts which 
provide for wage increases 
and broad worker and job 
protections.

“Carwasheros, who 
have been exploited for far 
too long, continue to fight 
for better conditions. They 
have won additional pro-
tections and much needed 
paid time off,” said Rocio 
Valerio, the WASH-NY cam-
paign coordinator and Dep-

uty Director of New York 
Communities for Change. 
“This is an industry that is 
rampant with wage theft, 
no sick days, no vacation 
and sub-minimum wages. 
The carwasheros at Hi-Tek 
have a job with dignity and 
respect.”

The Car Wash Cam-
paign also led the fight for 
the Car Wash Accountabil-
ity Law, which is designed 
to require car washes to be 
licensed and post a surety 
bond to combat wage and 
hour violations and wage 
theft that has been rampant 
in the industry for years.

“We congratulate these 
brave workers who were 
the first to win a contract 
and are now the first to win 
a strong, three-year exten-
sion,” Make the Road New 
York Co-executive Director 
Deborah Axt said. “This 
shows what workers can 
achieve when they band to-
gether to fight for good jobs 
and fairness in the work-
place.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

ever-rising cost of living 
in this city. That’s why 
we are giving thousands 
of New Yorkers a foot-
hold in th11st century 
economy through paid 
internships, training 
and career-track jobs,” 
de Blasio said. “We are 
creating a springboard 
into the innovative Life 
Science economy for our 
workers, innovators and 
start-up businesses that 
will make our whole 
economy stronger.”

The life sciences and 
biotechnology industry 
includes a wide array of 
disciplines focused on 
developing cures, treat-
ments and technologies. 
Its companies work to de-
velop new vaccines and 
pharmaceuticals, build 
advanced prosthetic de-
vices, and design soft-
ware that makes diag-
nostics more accurate.  
With a 16 percent growth 
in jobs since 2009, the life 
sciences sector is among 
the fastest growing in the 
city.

City Councilman Jim-

my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) is advocating for 
the campus to be located 
in Long Island City. The 
city will begin looking at 
proposals for locations in 
LIC and Manhattan’s Up-
per East Side, where the 
Life Sciences sector is al-
ready strong.

“It is essential that 
the city remain an at-
tractive place for scien-
tists, engineers and all 
who work in the life sci-
ences, and I am pleased 
to work with the admin-
istration to bring a Life 
Science campus to New 
York City,” Van Bramer 
said. “I can think of no 
better place to locate this 
campus than Long Island 
City to make these jobs 
and training opportuni-
ties available to Queens 
residents. I will continue 
to advocate for this cam-
pus to be sited in our 
neighborhood.”

The mayor said Long 
Island City was particu-
larly attractive because 
it is “literally just a 
quick ferry ride across 
the river” from Manhat-
tan, where so many of the 
key institutions are right 

now. The plan for the 
Long Island City, and the 
initiative itself, drew the 
endorsement of Borough 
President Melinda Katz.

“Long Island City is 
a logical place to be the 
nation’s next great tech 
hub, so that neighbor-
hood will therefore have 
much to gain from the 
‘LifeSci NYC’ program,” 
Katz said. “The entire 
borough of Queens will 
also benefit from the 
good quality jobs that 
will be created under 
this initiative. Mayor de 
Blasio and the New York 
City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation de-
serve to be commended 
for spearheading and 
generously investing to 
turn Queens and the en-
tire city into a welcome 
home for the life sciences 
industry, one of the key 
industries driving the 
21st century economy.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

In 1971, legendary Holy Cross Basketball Coach, Mr. Bill 
O’Mara, created a Varsity-B basketball team because 
so many students wanted to play for Holy Cross.  He 
picked Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi to be the first ever Varsity-B  
Head Coach. 

Since Holy Cross now had four teams, gym time came at a 
premium—so the “B-Team” began rolling out the balls at 6:00 
a.m. for daily practice.  This tradition continues today, so it 
goes without saying that it takes a special level of dedication 
to play on the Varsity-B Team – a.k.a 6:00 a.m. pride.

Mr. G continued to coach the “B” team for 25-years until he 
was appointed Principal of Holy Cross High School.  During 
his long tenure as coach, his sons Joseph and Matthew were 
fixtures at practices and home games. Tragically, Matthew 
passed away in March of 2001 and this tournament began in 
his memory.  

All proceeds from the tournament will be donated to the 
Mathew Giannuzzi Memorial Fund here at Holy Cross High 
School.  This fund is used to provide Holy Cross students with 
special programs throughout the school year.  

Saturday, December 17th, 2016
11:00AM

Christ the King “B” vs. Holy Cross “B” 
1:00PM

Frederick Douglass Academy vs. Cristo Rey Brooklyn

Sunday, December 18th, 2016
2:00PM

Consolation Game
4:00PM 
Championship Game
General admission  
$5 for adults / $2 for students. 
If you have questions, please contact  
Keith Goggin, Athletic Director  
at (718) 886-7250, extension 517.

Matthew Giannuzzi Tournament  
at Holy Cross High School

We are looking forward  
to a fantastic weekend  
of basketball!

Continued from Page 1 

New campus
Continued from Page 1 

Carwasheros
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Holiday 

Gift Cards 

Available!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH 

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this Christmas Eve 
and/or Christmas Day with you!

Let our family serve your’s! 

TRADITIONAL 
HOLIDAY MENU

Our Regular/Children’s Menu
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE

— F I L L I N G  U P  Q U I C K LY—

DINE WITH THE 

O’NEILL’S
CALL FOR RESERVATION AT

718.672.9696
HOLIDAY MEALS TO GO

Enjoy culinary convenience and great 
homemade taste this Christmas Eve and/or 

Christmas Day with our Holiday meals.
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY OR 
VIRGINIA HAM

Served with all the Trimmings
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

INDIVIDUAL DINNER 4–6 PEOPLE $135
5–9 PEOPLE 10–14 PEOPLE 15–20 PEOPLE $375

ADDITIONAL SIDES HALF TRAY ADDITIONAL SIDES PIES $15

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community Staple 
Since 1933

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY FESTIVITIES

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

December 18th  Brunch with Santa 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE - Sat., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Sun., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Sat., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats, 
and DJ playing all night long!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK
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Parks Department hosts 
hundreds of large-scale 
events in parks across the 
five boroughs, including 
demonstrations, concerts 
and major productions 
such as the Global Citi-
zens Festival, Panorama, 
the Governor’s Ball, and 
AIDS Walk NYC, every 
year.

“Following a thorough 
review, NYC Parks is 
confident that our exist-
ing rules strike the right 
balance between accom-
modating exciting special 
events in our parks and 
preserving park spaces 
for all New Yorkers to 
relax, explore and play,” 
Parks spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor said.

That is not good enough 
for Katz, who argues the 
park hosts thousands 
daily in the summer for 
outdoor activities like 
soccer, softball, tennis, 
cricket, bicycling, family 
picnics, BBQs, birthdays, 
wedding and other spe-

cial events, which would 
be shut down for up to 
two weeks for each event. 
Plus crowds of 75,000 peo-
ple would place a strain 
on over-capacity transit, 
roads and infrastructure 
all while profiting the en-
tertainment giants.

“While public events 
of any scale that enhance 
our borough are encour-
aged, I take issue when 
it is at the expense of 
cutting off public access 
to our treasured parks 
like Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, which is 
enjoyed by thousands of 
families and residents ev-
ery week in the summer 
months,” she said. “It has 
never been done before 
in Queens, and without a 
fair city policy approved 
by the community to 
properly shape this sig-
nificant precedent, we 
should not start now.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Corona Park
wFlushing), Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
and Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) visited 
Flushing High School last 
week and met with Princi-
pal Tyee Chin to discussed 
the school’s performance.

“Our meeting with Prin-
cipal Chin was productive 
and informative,” they said 
in a joint statement.“The 
work he and Flushing High 
School staff have done was 
evident when we walked 
down the halls and saw 
how engaged the students 
were. It is clear the teach-
ers, administrators and 
Principal Chin are dedicat-
ed to improving Flushing 
High School and providing 
a quality education to the 
almost 2,000 students who 
attend.”

The DOE released prog-
ress reports for the state’s 
62 struggling schools last 
week. During the 2015-
2016 school year Flushing 
High School was the only 
New York City school on 
the list that failed to make 

sufficient gains in student 
academic achievement and 
other categories outlined by 
the state. Each school’s “im-
provement plan” included a 
minimum of 10 indicators 
that covered suspension 
rate, graduation rate and 
student attendance, among 
other categories. The DOE 
said the schools that fail to 
make improvements have 
one more year to meet indi-
cators or they face the pos-
sibility of being managed by 
an outside administrator.

On average the strug-
gling schools met 68 percent 
of their indicators, with 56 
of the 62 meeting at least 
half of their indicators and 
38 meeting two-thirds or 
more of their indicators, ac-
cording to the DOE. Flush-
ing High School was one of 
six schools in the state that 
failed to meet half its indica-
tors.

Kim, Stavisky and Koo 
said they will be using all 
available resources to en-
sure that Flushing High 
School improves. 

“We share a common 
goal in removing Flushing 
High School from the list 
of struggling and persis-

tently struggling schools 
and restoring community 
trust in this educational fa-
cility,” they said. “Through 
community partnerships 
with the Queens Botanical 
Garden, Flushing Public Li-
brary, Flushing Town Hall 
and other organizations as 
well as programs, includ-
ing the College and Career 
Pathways Center, we must 
see to it that the oldest pub-
lic school in the city contin-
ues to flourish.”

The newest report from 
the DOE is nothing new. 
Flushing High School has 
been under threat of clos-
ing down for several years. 
Students have underper-
formed on tests and the 
school’s current graduation 
rate is 57 percent. In 2012 
the school was one of 24 to 
be shut down as part of the 
federal DOE’s turnaround 
plan. The principal and half 
of the staff were expected 
to be replaced. Under the 
turnaround plan all the 
teachers had to reapply for 
their positions. Plans were 
dropped months later when 
an arbitrator ruled that the 
city’s staffing plans violated 
its contract with the teach-

ers union. Planned changes 
were reversed, leading stu-
dents and staff to complain 
of disorganization and con-
fusion at the beginning of 
the fall 2012 semester.

The elected officials 
said they intend on show-
ing as much pride and com-
mitment to Flushing High 
School as the students and 
faculty have. 

“Many of the students 
take tremendous pride 
in their school, attending 
basketball games, school 
dances and extracurricular 
activities,” they said. “We 
must take the same level 
of pride in our community 
high school and provide as 
much support as needed to 
the administration, teach-
ers, staff and students of 
Flushing High School.

“Principal Chin and 
everyone at Flushing High 
School are hard at work to 
create an exceptional educa-
tional experience for all. We 
stand behind him and the 
students in their efforts.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

High school
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Zum Stammtisch
Restaurant 

From Europe to New York...
Authentic German

Dining & Experience
LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 

STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


