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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown called on the 
New York State Commission 
on Forensic Science to con-
sider expanding the type of 
DNA testing currently allow-
able in the hopes of finding a 
suspect in the unsolved mur-
der of a Howard Beach jogger 
last summer, as well as other 
unsolved cases. 

Brown announced Sunday 
the commission had agreed to 
consider authorizing the use 
of familial DNA testing, which 
can find close matches in DNA 
data banks that would indicate 
if that individual could be re-
lated to the unknown suspect.

Brown cited the murder 
of Karina Vetrano, who went 
for a jog on the afternoon of 
Aug. 2. Her father contacted 
the NYPD when she did not re-
turn home, and she was found 
in Spring Creek Park that eve-
ning. She had been badly beat-
en and strangled to death, and 
police found evidence of sexual 
assault. Police recovered DNA 
from a single male assailant, 
but a search in the DNA data 
banks did not find a match.

Police continue to seek a 
suspect in her murder, and in 
a letter to Michael C. Green, 

 City Councilman Jimmy VanBramer says an Astoria faith-based ministry’s decision to evict tenants right 
before the holidays is driven by the quest for money.

 Photo credit: Bill Parry

BY BILL PARRY

The low-income residents 
of a 35-unit Astoria apartment 
building have been told they 
must vacate their units by 
Dec. 31. The building, located 
at 31-65 46th St., is owned by 
the New York School of Urban 
Ministries at 31-10 47th St.

Rev. Peter DeArruda in-
formed the residents that the 
building was sold and they 
must move out during a meet-
ing on Nov. 17. Each resident 
also received a letter that 
was slipped under their doors 
which technically only repre-
sents the first step in an evic-
tion process.

One lawmaker said the 
landlord is not following prop-
er eviction proceedings

“It’s disturbing that people 
are being improperly asked 
to leave their homes just two 
weeks before the holidays,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said. “Two peo-
ple have already moved out. 
They’re trying to make these 
people homeless with no real 
grounds. We’re spreading the 
word that this is not a proper 
eviction notice and it’s up to 
the landlord to follow the cor-
rect process.”

Several of the residents be-
lieve the building was sold to 
the city and will be converted 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A Jamaica man was charged 

and arraigned in the attempt-
ed murder and burglary of a 
couple in a home invasion that 
occurred Nov. 27, according to 
a criminal complaint filed by 
the Queens district attorney’s 

office. The suspect lived only 
a few doors down from the vic-
tims, according to police.

Shea Roberts, 24, was 
charged with attempted mur-
der in the second degree, along 
with assault and burglary, the 
DA said. Roberts and another 
unidentified male knocked on 

the door of the home belonging 
to Henry Wright, a corrections 
officer, and Sharon Floyd-
Wright, according to the com-
plaint. The two men entered 
and Roberts allegedly pulled a 
firearm and shot Wright, hit-
ting him in the abdomen, the 

Continued on Page 

Brown calls 
for ‘familial’ 
DNA testing

Man arrested in Jamaica shooting

Astoria residents fi ght evictions
Christian non-profi t draws ire for plan to convert residence into shelter

Police, who were looking for the driver of the light-colored sedan in con-
nection with a violent home-invasion robbery in Jamaica, have made an 
arrest. 
 NYPD
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The completion of the first 
phase of a significant repav-
ing of Jamaica Avenue was 
celebrated Friday morning, 
as lawmakers, community 
leaders and officials from the 
Department of Transporta-
tion lauded the completion 
of the first phase of a process 
that many said was long over-
due.

“The fact that this street 
has gone unpaved in the state 
it’s in is a travesty. This thriv-
ing Jamaica community has 
suffered because of it,” City 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) said. “If you 
don’t have paved, safe streets, 
it’s not safe for pedestrians or 
drivers.”

The press conference 
took place outside of the New 
Greater Bethel Ministries in 
Queens Village, near the cor-
ner of Jamaica Avenue and 
216th Street. Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oak-
land Gardens), state Sen. Le-
roy Comrie (D-Jamaica) and 
New York City DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Ni-
cole Garcia joined Miller at 

the event, flanked by DOT 
workers.

The first phase of the re-
paving encompassed seven 
lane miles between Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and 224th 
Street, with the second phase 
likely coming next year. This 
next step will involve repav-
ing 11 lane miles between 
Francis Lewis Boulevard and 
168th Street, a project that 
will stretch into the center of 
downtown Jamaica.

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced the repaving efforts 
during a September town 
hall moderated by Miller at 
the Southern Queens Park 
Association in Roy Wilkins 
Park, which Garcia said was 
received very warmly by res-
idents.

“The news was met with 
thunderous applause. We 
knew it was long overdue,” 
she said. “Most importantly, 
we know it is an investment 
in the quality of life for 
Queens residents.”

Comrie noted he wanted 
to see more seasonal repav-
ing, similar to how Queens 
Boulevard is periodically 

Repaving celebrated 
on Jamaica Avenue

Community Board 13 District Manager Mark McMillan (l), Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik, state Sen. Leroy Comrie, Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller and DOT Queens Commissioner Nicole Garcia laud the comple-
tion of the first phase of the repaving. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Continued on Page 48

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City is in the 
running for a $100 million-
world-class Applied Life Sci-
ences Campus that will drive 
bio-engineering innovations, 
research and development 
partnerships and entrepre-
neurial training. The campus 
will serve as an institutional 
anchor for the life sciences 
industry, much as Cornell-
Tech will serve as an anchor 
for applied sciences and engi-
neering, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
revealed Tuesday.

The campus will be part 
of a $500-million initiative, 
LifeSci NYC, that will spur 
an estimated 16,000 new, good-
paying jobs and establish New 
York City as a global leader in 
life sciences and research, the 
mayor said. New Yorkers hop-
ing to secure a career-track 
job in a growing industry and 
struggling with the rising cost 
of living will have access to 
1,000 paid internships, new 
training programs and job 
placements in a field with av-
erage salaries of $75,000.

“We have to break the vice 
grip of stagnant wages and 
the ever-rising cost of living 
in this city. That’s why we 
are giving thousands of New 
Yorkers a foothold in the 21st 
century economy through 
paid internships, training 
and career-track jobs,” de 
Blasio said. “We are creating 
a springboard into the inno-
vative Life Science economy 
for our workers, innovators 
and start-up businesses that 
will make our whole economy 
stronger.”

The life sciences and bio-
technology industry includes 
a wide array of disciplines 
focused on developing cures, 
treatments and technologies. 
Its companies work to de-
velop new vaccines and phar-
maceuticals, build advanced 
prosthetic devices, and design 
software that makes diagnos-
tics more accurate.  With a 16 
percent growth in jobs since 
2009, the life sciences sector is 
among the fastest growing in 
the city.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) is 

advocating for the campus to 
be located in Long Island City. 
The city will begin looking at 
proposals for locations in LIC 
and Manhattan’s Upper East 
Side, where the Life Sciences 
sector is already strong.

“It is essential that the city 
remain an attractive place for 
scientists, engineers and all 
who work in the life sciences, 
and I am pleased to work with 
the administration to bring a 
Life Science campus to New 
York City,” Van Bramer said. “I 
can think of no better place to 
locate this campus than Long 
Island City to make these jobs 
and training opportunities 
available to Queens residents. 
I will continue to advocate for 
this campus to be sited in our 
neighborhood.”

The mayor said Long Island 
City was particularly attrac-
tive because it is “literally just 
a quick ferry ride across the 
river” from Manhattan, where 
so many of the key institutions 
are right now. The plan for the 
Long Island City, and the ini-

Mayor wants LIC campus
to be life sciences anchor

Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

Carwasheros is a term that entered 
the borough lexicon in 2012 when a 
group of undocumented immigrant 
workers at an East Elmhurst car wash 
fought and won the right to organize 
and eventually become the first shop 
to sign a union contract east of Los An-
geles, Calif. 

Now workers and officials of the Re-
tail, Wholesale and Department Store 
Union have signed a new, three-year 
contract with the owners of Hi-Tek 
Car Wash and Lube, located at 83-03 
254th Ave.,  that provides solid wage 
increases, strong health and safety 
protections, and additional personal 
days and a holiday bonus.

“This ground-breaking agreement 
proves that car washes can survive 
and prosper in this city while respect-
ing the rights of their employees under 
a union contract,” RWDSU President 
Stuart Appelbaum said. “We look for-
ward to reaching agreements with all 
other unionized shops as their contract 
renewals come up.”

In addition to the wage increase 
in each year, and two additional per-
sonal days, the new contract contains 
strong health and safety language and 
gives the union the right to conduct 
annual safety inspections to ensure 
that the workers have adequate train-
ing and proper equipment to protect 
themselves against potentially harm-
ful chemicals. Hi-Tek worker Efren 
Gonzalez said he and his colleagues 
demonstrated what can happen when 
workers stand up for their rights - es-
pecially at a time when unions may 
face a hostile political environment.

“Because of our unity and 
perserverance we were able to get 
guaranteed wage increases, bonuses, 
personal days and stronger health safe-
ty language in our contract,” Gonzalez 
said. “Now the owner has to pay us for 
the time in training on chemical han-
dling provided by our union. And most 
importantly, we were able to maintain 
the respect that we always deserved.”

The Car Wash Campaign, an effort 
by Make the Road New York, New York 
Communities for Change and the RWD-

SU, has been fighting on behalf of car 
wash workers across the city for more 
than four years. In that time, 10 shops 
have won contracts which provide for 
wage increases and broad worker and 
job protections.

“Carwasheros, who have been ex-
ploited for far too long, continue to 
fight for better conditions. They have 
won additional protections and much 
needed paid time off,” said Rocio Val-

erio, the WASH-NY campaign coordi-
nator and Deputy Director of New York 
Communities for Change. “This is an 
industry that is rampant with wage 
theft, no sick days, no vacation and 
sub-minimum wages. The carwash-
eros at Hi-Tek have a job with dignity 
and respect.”

The Car Wash Campaign also led 
the fight for the Car Wash Accountabil-
ity Law, which is designed to require 
car washes to be licensed and post a 
surety bond to combat wage and hour 
violations and wage theft that has been 
rampant in the industry for years.

“We congratulate these brave work-
ers who were the first to win a contract 
and are now the first to win a strong, 
three-year extension,” Make the Road 
New York Co-executive Director Debo-
rah Axt said. “This shows what work-
ers can achieve when they band togeth-
er to fight for good jobs and fairness in 
the workplace.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The carwasheros of East Elmhurst celebrate 
renewal of their union contract.

East Elmhurst car washers win new contract
Immigrants score victory after reaching ground-breaking agreement wth Hi-Tek on wages
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BY BILL PARRY

Borough President Me-
linda Katz has launched a 
pre-emptive strike against the 
city Parks Department and 
three entertainment giants 
that are seeking to use Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park for 
paid-admission music festi-
vals this summer. Madison 
Square Garden, AEG Live and 
Founders Entertainment have 
all filed applications with the 
city to close off large portions 
of the park in order to stage 
events.

“Without a fair policy in 
place, I remain opposed to any 
applications from for-profit 
organizations to run paid-
admission events in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park,” 
Katz said. “The absence of a 
revised policy, including a set 
selection criteria and process 
approved by the community, 
renders the process arbitrary 
and unfair. Cutting off public 
access to our treasured parks 
flies in the face of the very 
principle behind our parks, 
which is space designated for 
public access and equity.”

The same three companies 
attempted to stage music fes-
tivals in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park last summer, 
but their applications were 
denied after fierce opposition 

from Katz and numerous civic 
associations. Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell J. Silver said 
he would explore new rule-
making to create an appropri-
ate framework for approving 
large-scale multi-day events 
in the park, including limits 
on the potential number, scale 
and nature of any such events 
so as not to have an unreason-
able impact on the park and its 
users.

These new rules have not 
been established as the Parks 

Department reviews the ap-
plications. The city has until 
Dec. 19 to approve permits for 
the entertainment giants.

“I urge the Parks Depart-
ment to reject any and all such 
applications until a city policy 
on whether and how we shut 
down Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park for paid-admission 
events is established,” Katz 
said.

Adhering to current rules, 
the Parks Department hosts 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing elected officials 
are showing support for Flush-
ing High School after the state 
Department  of Education 
revealed the school is still 
struggling. State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
and Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) visited Flushing 
High School last week and met 
with Principal Tyee Chin to 
discussed the school’s perfor-
mance.

“Our meeting with Princi-
pal Chin was productive and 
informative,” they said in a 
joint statement.“The work he 
and Flushing High School staff 
have done was evident when 
we walked down the halls and 
saw how engaged the students 

were. It is clear the teachers, 
administrators and Principal 
Chin are dedicated to improv-
ing Flushing High School and 
providing a quality education 
to the almost 2,000 students 
who attend.”

The DOE released prog-
ress reports for the state’s 62 
struggling schools last week. 
During the 2015-2016 school 
year Flushing High School 
was the only New York City 
school on the list that failed to 
make sufficient gains in stu-
dent academic achievement 
and other categories outlined 
by the state. Each school’s “im-
provement plan” included a 
minimum of 10 indicators that 
covered suspension rate, grad-
uation rate and student atten-
dance, among other categories. 
The DOE said the schools that 

fail to make improvements 
have one more year to meet in-
dicators or they face the possi-
bility of being managed by an 
outside administrator.

On average the struggling 
schools met 68 percent of their 
indicators, with 56 of the 62 
meeting at least half of their 
indicators and 38 meeting two-
thirds or more of their indica-
tors, according to the DOE. 
Flushing High School was one 
of six schools in the state that 
failed to meet half its indica-
tors.

Kim, Stavisky and Koo said 
they will be using all available 
resources to ensure that Flush-
ing High School improves. 

“We share a common goal 
in removing Flushing High 

Borough President Melinda Katz voices her continued opposition to mu-
sic festivals that would close of large portions of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park to the public. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-East Elmhurst) 
is urging all SUNY and CUNY 
school to become sanctuary 
campuses in order to protect 
the students, faculty and staff 
from the looming Trump ad-
ministration’s plans to ef-
fect mass deportations and 
potentially undo President 
Obama’s Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals. 

Similar to how cities 
throughout the United States 
have become “Sanctuary Cit-
ies,” prohibiting cooperation 
with federal authorities at-
tempting to deport undocu-
mented immigrants within 
the city’s jurisdiction, uni-
versities can also protect 
undocumented students by 
prohibiting cooperation or 
the sharing of confidential 
information, such as a stu-
dent’s home address, with 
federal bodies, including the 
U.S. Customs and Immigra-
tion Enforcement.

“A student should never 
be afraid to pursue a higher 
education out of fear that it 
may leave them vulnerable 
to deportation,” Moya said. 
“To allow an atmosphere in 
which students are hesitant 
to enroll in a university or 
attend their classes contra-
dicts our values as a state of 
immigrants, it undermines 
the integrity of our academic 
bodies. SUNY and CUNY 
schools must adopt discre-
tion policies and become 
‘sanctuary campuses’ so they 
can never be compelled to di-
vulge information that could 
put their own students and 
staff at risk. 

“Sanctuary campuses are 
a very powerful metaphor 
that expresses both legal pro-

tections and reprieve from 
danger. A student’s immigra-
tion status should never be 
an obstacle in their path to a 
degree and a better life.”

Moya called on SUNY 
and CUNY to codify mea-
sures that would prohibit all 
employees of the university 
system, including faculty, 
administrators, and campus 
security, from assisting any 
federal authorities in the act 
of deporting undocumented 
students. In addition, Moya 
urged SUNY and CUNY 
schools to also confer protec-
tions to DACA faculty and 
staff.

“There are DACAmented 
students who have earned 
their degree and are now 
giving back by teaching the 
next class of undocumented 
students, or working on cam-
pus,” Moya said. “They serve 
as a model, taking lessons 
they’ve learned and the pas-
sions they have, and passing 
them forward. Protecting the 
faculty and staff of our uni-
versities protects both the 
quality of every student’s ed-
ucation and the dreams that 
brought them to academia in 
the first place.”

Students throughout the 
nation have organized and 
urged their respective uni-
versities to become sanctuary 
campuses, including in New 
York where CUNY Dreamers 
have rallied to urge the same 
of CUNY schools. The Ameri-
can Association of Univer-
sity Professors in November 
came out in support of the 
movement.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Assemblyman Francisco Moya calls for city and state universities to 
declare themselves sanctuary campuses to protect undocumented 
immigrant students and staff.

Moya urges CUNY
to set up sanctuaries 

Lawmakers work to save Flushing HS 

Katz opposes festivals 
for paid admissions

Continued on Page 42
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BY MARK HALLUM

Members of the Jackson 
Heights’ South Asian commu-
nity spoke out about concerns 
following the presidential elec-
tion on Saturday at a Chhaya 
CDC town hall meeting and 
were joined by state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst). 
Chhaya is an organization ded-
icated to advocating for South 
Asian immigrant centers in 
the city to build economically 
stable, sustainable, and thriv-
ing communities. The town 
hall meeting took place at Re-
naissance Charter School, 35-
59 81st St., with more than 200 
people in attendance.

“It’s all about working to-
gether and ensuring that not 
only does the city of New York 
remain a sanctuary city, but 
we have each other’s back,” 
Peralta said.

Naheed Bahram from the 
Women for Afghan Women 

told the audience her organi-
zation has been working with 
immigrant communities for 
the past 15 years. The current 
level of fear is unprecedented 
following the victory of Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump.     
Zaiban Akberzai, 15,  from the 
organization’s girls leadership 
program said her mother was 
harassed for wearing her head 
scarf. 

“In the previous years, 
this has never occurred. But 
now with the recent elec-
tion that has taken place 
with President -elect Donald 
J. Trump, hate crimes have 
accummulated,”Zaiban  said. 
“But I’m very confident that 
we as New Yorkers will fight 
against harassment and stand 
united as one.”

Zarmina Zadran, a 13-year-
old with the leadership pro-
gram, said the recent weeks 
have been a difficult time for 
her because she has experi-

enced bullying from peers at 
school.

A paralegal who did not give 
her name described how she 
felt the morning her husband 
told her Trump had won the 
election and the experience of 
clients where she works offer-
ing legal aid to immigrants.

“Of course, if you haven’t 
lived immigration, if you 
haven’t been touched by it, you 
really can’t relate to it,” she 
said. “But hearing the stories 
of these people each day who 
have been persecuted, who 
have fled their counties and 
have come to the U.S. for a dif-
ferent life. Trying to fight for 
that person, and then having 
others tell them otherwise, 
that they don’t belong. That’s 
heartbreaking.”

Another person at the mi-
crophone spoke in place of a 

CCHAYA held a town hall in Jackson Heights for immigrants to stand in 
solidarity against hate crimes. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY BILL PARRY

Residents of Long Island 
City and Astoria are demand-
ing environmental justice 
for Asthma Alley, the area of 
western Queens that is home 
to more than half of the city’s 
power plants.

 City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
the chairman of the Council’s 
Environmental Protection 
Committee, held the first-
ever hearing on these power 
plants and the emissions 

they produce, but none of the 
operators appeared to testify. 
He sponsored a resolution 
which calls on power plants 
throughout the entire state 
to phase out the use of the 
dirtiest grades of oil that are 
linked to air pollutants that 
pose risk to public health, 
including particulate matter, 
nitrous oxides and sulfur di-
oxide.

“For decades, power 
plants in our communities 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Undocumented New York-
ers, including many students 
who benefitted from President 
Barack Obama’s Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals 
executive order from 2012, 
told U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) they fear 
changes to immigration policy 
under President-elect Donald 
Trump.

Crowley also addressed re-
cent allegations that the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency had 
determined that Russia had 
utilized computer hacking in 
an attempt to help Trump win 
the election, saying that there 
was “no question there’s con-
cern of undue influence by a 
foreign power.”

At a meeting Monday at 
Make the Road New York’s 
headquarters in Jackson 
Heights, the newly elected 
chairman of the House Demo-
cratic Caucus stressed he and 
other elected officials would 
work to ensure Trump would 
not try to deport 11 million un-
documented immigrants liv-
ing in the United States.

“I think we are all still 
struggling to comprehend the 

results of the election. There 
was anger, concern and fear. I 
share that, too, but we have to 
move forward,” Crowley said, 
his voice barely rising above a 
whisper due to a bout of laryn-
gitis. “We need to go forward 
so we can deal with the issue 
of immigration in a holistic 
way. That hasn’t changed.”

The meeting included tes-
timonials from several young 
students, including one named 
Martin who said he had ben-
efitted from the 2012 executive 
order, which allowed certain 
individuals who came to the 
country as children to benefit 
from deferred action from the 

government on the basis of 
one’s citizenship status. Mar-
tin said he came to the United 
States from Mexico when he 
was 2 years old and feels “like 
a New Yorker.”

“When Donald Trump said 
we’re rapists and we came here 
to steal, that’s just not true,” 
he said to about 80 concerned 
community members during 
the session at 92-10 Roosevelt 
Ave. “DACA has changed my 
life. I’m working and study-
ing, and helping my mom more 
than before.”

The DACA order was 
signed as a means for Obama 
to offer temporary protection 
to undocumented students and 
workers who were brought to 
the country as children. The 
Development, Relief, and Edu-
cation for Alien Minors Act, 
called the DREAM Act, would 
offer legislative protection to 
these individuals, but the leg-
islation has never passed Con-
gress. Trump might take steps 
to rescind Obama’s DACA 
order as soon as Jan. 20, 2017, 
Trump’s first day in office.

Crowley said details about 
Trump’s plans for a border 
wall and deportations were 

Congressman Joseph Crowley 
speaks during the event at Make 
the Road New York’s headquar-
ters. Photo by Patrick Donachie

City Councilman Costa Constantinides joins elected and communi-
ty leaders to call for power plants to reduce harmful emissions. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Crowley vows to stop deportations

Lawmakers call for 
plant operators to burn 

cleaner fuel oils

South Asians call for
solidarity to fight fear

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 43 Continued on Page 42
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BY KATHLEEN WARNOCK
 An Irishman who came to America 

and an Irish-American woman whose 
family has been here for nearly a cen-
tury are going back to the old country 
to be honored by its president for “sus-
tained and distinguished service to Ire-
land and Irish communities abroad.”

Brendan Fay and Kathleen Walsh 
D’Arcy were two of the recipients of 
the 2016 Presidential Distinguished 
Service Awards for the Irish Aboard, 
which was presented by President Mi-
chael D. Higgins at Aras an Uachtarain, 
the presidential residence, at a state 
dinner in Dublin Dec. 8.

In the letter announcing the 
awards, Irish Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Charlie Flanagan wrote to Fay 
and Walsh D’Arcy, “The central role 
you play for the Irish Community in 
the United States has a very positive, 
far-reaching impact, not the least with 
the LGBT community in New York.”

Fay and Walsh D’Arcy are longtime 
activists and organizers, and 2016 saw 
the fulfillment of Fay’s decades-long 
battle, as the Lavender and Green Al-
liance became the first LGBT group 
allowed to march openly in New York 
City’s St. Patrick’s Day parade on Fifth 
Avenue.

Fay, a native of Drogheda, County 
Louth, was one of the founders of the 
Lavender and Green Alliance in 1994, 
and of ILGO (the Irish Lesbian and 
Gay Organization), which protested 
the Fifth Avenue parade annually –– 
and for many years got arrested. In 
1999, he founded the inclusive St. Pat’s 
for All Parade, which steps off on the 
first Sunday of March in Sunnyside 
and Woodside, Queens.

Walsh D’Arcy is a community or-
ganizer, feminist, and human rights 
activist, whose ancestors immigrated 
to the United States in the 1920s.

“Here they found a community of 
Irish people in New York that worked 
to preserve Irish music, culture, poli-
tics –– a community of people who took 
care of each other!,” she said.

Walsh D’Arcy became co-chair of 
St. Pat’s for All in 2007.

This year marked the centennial 
of Ireland’s 1916 Easter Rising, the 
short-lived rebellion that was violent-
ly quashed by the British, but set the 
stage for the country’s independence 
in 1920. The revolutionaries declared 
an Irish Republic, which “guaran-
tees religious and civil liberty, equal 
rights, and equal opportunities to all 
its citizens, and declares its resolve to 
pursue the happiness and prosperity 
of the whole nation and of all its parts, 
cherishing all of the children of the na-
tion equally.”

Fay adopted that idea and that goal 

when he founded St. Pat’s for All, and 
it’s displayed at the top of the parade 
website, on the ubiquitous green hood-
ies that the organizing committee 
members wear, and on the banner at 
the head of the parade each year.

Fay said that his and Walsh D’Arcy’s 
award “is a huge recognition of the 
movement to make our Irish parades 
and celebrations more welcoming, and 
an acknowledgment of the hopes and 
efforts by LGBT immigrants seeking 
our place in the New York Irish diaspo-
ra. I’m humbled to receive this award 
as a gay man and to return home to a 
transformed Ireland. I am reminded 
of the determination of activists that 
kept a movement through years of 
protest, arrests, and exclusion. Hope 
and steady confidence in the cause of 
equality kept us going for 25 years.”

In addition to the state dinner, Fay 
and his husband, Dr. Tom Moulton, 
were using their time in Ireland to 
celebrate with family and friends and 
meet with local LGBT community 
leaders. Fay is also set to do a talkback 
after a performance of Irish musician 
and playwright Brian Fleming’s show, 
“A Sacrilegious Lesbian and Homosex-
ual Parade,” which is about Fay and St. 
Pat’s for All.

Juxtaposing last year’s referendum 
victory for marriage equality in his 
homeland against the recent political 
upheaval in his adopted country, Fay 
said, “As we enter a new political phase 
here in the United States with Presi-
dent-elect Trump, some of my [Irish] 
friends are considering a return to the 
new and more welcoming Ireland. But 
I say that when people unite in com-
mon cause it is possible to overcome 
discrimination and transform commu-
nities and cultural life.”

Brendan Fay and Kathleen Walsh D’Arcy, the 
driving force behind the annual St. Pat’s 
For All Parade in Sunnyside and Woodside, 
are in Dublin to receive 2016 Presidential 
Distinguished Service Awards for the Irish 
Aboard. Courtesy Brendan Fay

St. Pat’s Fay, D’Arcy 
honored in Ireland
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

BY BILL PARRY

The Astoria Heights Playground 
will be closed for a year as it undergoes 
a nearly $6 million reconstruction, its 
first major renovation in 20 years. 

Electeds and community leaders 
joined city Parks Department officials 
for a ceremonial groundbreaking last 
week at the park, located on 30th Road 
between 45th and 46th streets.

“Breaking ground to fully trans-
form Astoria Heights Playground rep-
resents the mayor’s vision for a more 
equitable park system being realized,” 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. Sil-
ver said. “I’m thrilled to be here to 
advance this project into construction, 
so Astorians can enjoy enhanced play 
and a greener park, right in their own 
backyard.”

The project was funded with $2.2 
million from Mayor Bill de Blasio 
through the Community Parks ini-
tiative and Parks Without Borders 
programs, $1.5 million from the De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion, part of its larger commitment to 
the initiative, $1.1 million from city 
Councilman Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria), and $1 million from Borough 
President Melinda Katz.

“Improvements to our parks bring 
vital improvements to our neighbor-

hoods,” Constantinides said. “The new 
play equipment, spray shower, and ball 
playing area will help Astoria Heights 
Playground better serve the surround-
ing community. The playground will 
continue to provide integral green-

space for families in western Queens 
to enjoy.”

The design for the project was 
based on feedback gathered directly 
from community members, as well 
as administration and students from 

IS 10, at public visioning ses-
sions. City Parks landscape ar-
chitects also took into account 
data received from more than 
100 residents who responded 
to surveys conducted by the 
Friends of Astoria Park.

“Our community worked 
hard to make Astoria Heights 
Playground a safer and more 
enjoyable family-friendly 
space beloved by all Astori-
ans,” state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said. “I am 
excited to welcome these new 
upgrades to our neighborhood 
and provide recreational op-
portunities for our youngest 
residents.”

The renovation will include 
new play equipment for kids up 
to age 15, new pavement, a new 
lawn and picnic tables along 
46th Street, new trees and a 
reconstructed bathroom. The 
playground’s mini-pool will 
be removed, and replaced with 
a spray shower featuring 10 

in-ground spray jets and five upright 
spray features, which will be more ac-
cessible to people of all abilities and 
can be used for a longer season than 
the mini-pool.

“Every New Yorker should have 

Elected and community leaders join Parks Department officials at a ground-breaking ceremony for 
the overhaul of Astoria Heights Playground. Courtesy NYC Parks Dept.

Astoria Heights Playground overhaul begins
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we’re right around 
the corner.
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or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY BILL PARRY

Brian Barnwell, the 
32-year-old Woodside attor-
ney who upset longtime state 
Assemblywoman Margaret 
Markey (D-Maspeth) in the 
Democratic primary and 
then won her seat easily on 
Election Day, isn’t waiting to 
be sworn in come January for 
his first policy statement. 

Barnwell announced Mon-
day his endorsement of the 
Home Stability Support Plan 
proposed by Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills), a proposal to increase 
outdated rental subsidies pro-
vided to New York families on 
the brink of homelessness. He 
is joining a growing coalition 
of city and statewide officials 
and advocacy groups calling 
on Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
include the plan in the state 
budget.

“Home Stability Support 
is the common-sense, fiscally 
responsible plan we need to 
address the growing home-
less crisis,” Barnwell said. 
“I’m proud to join Assembly 
member Hevesi and legisla-
tors from all around the state 
in endorsing HSS. HSS will 
help keep people in their own 
homes and will prevent indi-
viduals from being evicted 
and forced into the danger-
ous shelter system. I intend 
to be a forceful advocate in 
efforts to include HSS in the 
next state budget because the 
policies we have now are fail-
ing New Yorkers and their 
neighborhoods.”

Barnwell was a forceful 
critic of the city’s efforts to 
convert the Maspeth Holiday 
Inn Express into a homeless 
shelter and has taken part in 
nightly rallies, marches and 
public meetings since Au-
gust. Last month, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) endorsed Hevesi’s 
plan, joining more than 30 
City Council members, who 
already declared their sup-
port.

“The most effective way to 
combat homelessness in our 
city is to prevent New York-
ers from becoming homeless 
in the first place,” Crowley 
said. “At a time when so many 
of our communities are rent-
burdened and struggling to 
make ends meet, Home Sta-
bility Support presents a real 
opportunity to provide the as-

sistance vulnerable families 
need to stay in their homes.”

Home Stability Support 
would provide a statewide 
rent supplement for individu-
als and families facing evic-
tion, homelessness or loss 
of housing due to domestic 
violence or hazardous liv-
ing conditions. HSS would 
replace all existing city and 
state rental supplements that 
have done little to stem the 
tide of this growing crisis 
with a record 60,383 homeless 
in the city according to DHS.

Hevesi says HSS would 
cost $11,224 per year for a 
household of three in New 
York City. Meanwhile, the 
cost of shelters in the city is 
$38,460 for a family with chil-
dren — a net savings for tax-
payers of $27,236 per year.

“As a member of Congress, 
I have consistently supported 
increased funding for fed-
eral housing assistance pro-
grams like Section 8, public 
housing, and the continued 
creation and maintenance 
of affordable housing stock,” 
Crowley said. “Now I join the 
growing coalition of elected  
officials and advocates who 
view Home Stability Support 
as a sensible proposal that 
will not only help reverse the 
trend of homelessness in our 
city but also provide signifi-
cant savings for taxpayers. 
Too many New Yorkers are 
depending on us to act and I 
applaud Assemblyman Heve-
si for his leadership on find-
ing solutions to this crisis by 
taking steps to strike at the 
root of the problem.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY STEVE BARNES

A new film festival is mak-
ing its debut in Queens next 
year, but aspiring borough 
filmmakers already have a 
chance to get in on the act.

The Kew Gardens Festival 
of Cinema will run from Aug. 
4-13 at the Kew Gardens Cin-
ema at 81-05 Lefferts Blvd. The 
festival’s organizers say that 
while it will be the first-ever 
film festival to be held in Kew 
Gardens, the scope of its films 
will cover the international as 
well as the local.

“We aspire to draw not 
only artists and filmmakers 
from around New York City, 
but from all over the world,” 
said Jayson Simba, the festi-
val’s founder and director and 
a Glendale native. “We are 
giving the residents of Kew 
Gardens and its surrounding 
neighborhoods the opportu-
nity to experience Hollywood 
in their own backyard.”

Having appeared as the 
backdrop for such films as 
“Goodfellas” and “Spider 
Man” as well as a range of 
TV shows that includes “The 
Good Wife”and “Blue Bloods,” 
Kew Gardens is also known 
for such home-grown talent as 
Ray Romano and Rodney Dan-

gerfield. The festival is hoping 
to add a few new names to that 
list by the time the festival is 
over.

Simba emphasizes the 
spirit of independence that he 
sees as a central focus of the 
festival. 

“We want to see the work 
of filmmakers and their teams 
who have poured their blood, 
sweat and tears into making 
their vision come to life,” he 
said. “Our goal is to remind 
people why film festivals exist 
in the first place—to give oth-
erwise unknown filmmakers 
the opportunity to screen their 
film in front of large audiences 
and have their work seen.”

The festival is aiming to 
show more than 100 short- and 
feature-length films in such 
genres as documentary, hor-
ror, comedy, animation and 
experimental. Each film will 
be judged by a jury of industry 
professionals. 

In addition to screening 
films, the festival organizers 
say there will be filmmaker 
Q&A’s after each screening 
as well as industry panels fea-
turing some top names in in-
dependent cinema discussing 
strategies for making it in the 
film business. Industry fig-
ures who have expressed inter-

est in participating are Lloyd 
Kaufman, founder of TROMA 
films; Larry Fessenden, ac-
tor/writer/director/producer 
with Glass Eye Pix; and  Joe 
Minion, writer of “Vampire’s 
Kiss” and “After Hours.”

Winners in every category 
will receive their awards at a 
gala on the festival’s last night. 
The event is set to be held in 
the rooftop penthouse of Ter-
race on the Park in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

Submissions for the festival 
are already being accepted. 
The final submission deadline 
is April 23, but to get a break on 
entry fees filmmakers should 
submit their works by Jan. 8. 
Entries can be submitted for 
the following categories: nar-
rative short (40 min or under), 
documentary short (40 min or 
under), documentary feature, 
narrative feature, animation, 
experimental foreign feature 
and student film.

For more information on 
how to submit a film to the Kew 
Gardens Festival of Cinema, 
or just to find out about its pro-
gramming, visit http://www.
kewgardensfestivalofcinema.
com/ or check out their video 
at http://bit.ly/2gIVG65.

The Kew Gardens Cinema will host the first Kew Gardens Festival of Cinema from Aug. 4-13, 2017. 
Photo by Saul Sudin

Assemblyman-elect Brian 
Barnwell endorses a new plan 
by Andrew Hevesi that would 
help ease the homeless crisis. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Independent fi lm festival 
coming to Kew Gardens

Barnwell backs plan
to curb homelessness
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

An elderly woman was in critical 
but stable condition and several fami-
lies have been left homeless after a two-
alarm fire in Flushing, FDNYsaid. 

According to fire officials, a call 
came in at 4:40 a.m. Dec. 8 for a two-
alarm fire at a six-story apartment 
complex on Sanford Avenue near 157th 
Street in Murray Hill. The fire began 
on the fourth floor and extended to the 
fifth and sixth floors, FDNY said. A to-
tal of 10 people were injured, including 
three firefighters, officials said. 

The fire started from a space heater 
plugged into a power strip in a fourth-
floor apartment, which then spread 
into the victims’ apartments on the 
floors above, FDNY said. Smoke detec-
tors were working in both apartments.

There were over 100 firefighters on 
the scene and the fire was under con-
trol by 6 a.m., FDNY said. 

According to officials the elderly 
woman was found unconscious under 
debris in her fifth-floor apartment. 
Firefighters were able to remove the 
debris and she was taken to Jacobi 
Medical Center, where she was in criti-
cal but stable condition, FDNY said. 

The American Red Cross has al-
ready helped several families. Seven 
apartments in the building were dam-
aged in the fire. The Red Cross has 
found emergency housing for four fam-
ilies, while the remaining households 
had their own relocation spots. Emer-
gency funds for basic necessities like 
food and clothing have been provided 
and the affected families are meeting 
with Red Cross caseworkers for addi-
tional assistance.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

A cop in the 113th Precinct adopted this little fellow after the pup was rescued from an 
abandoned building near Farmers Boulevard in Jamaica.  NYPD 

POMONOK — A man was fatally 
struck by a vehcile after he walked out 
onto the Van Wyck Expressway Thurs-
day evening, according to the NYPD.

At 4:50 p.m., police from the 107th 
Precinct responded to calls about a 
man who had been struck by a car 
on the Van Wyck Expressway, at the 
intersection of Jewel Avenue. When 
officers arrived, they found an un-
identified man who was unconscious 
and unresponsive. EMS workers also 
responded to the scene, noting the man 
had suffered severe trauma. He was 

pronounced dead at the scene.
Police asccertained that the un-

identified man had jumped over the 
median of the Van Wyck when he was 
struck by a red Subaru Forester, which 
had been traveling north. The driver of 
the Forester remained at the scene, ac-
cording to police.

The NYPD’s Collision Investigation 
Squad were continuing to investigate 
the fatal incident, and no arrests had 
been made, according to police.

Pedestrian killed walking on Van Wyck

Seven injured in Flushing apartment fire
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Two Jamaica men have been charged 
in the shooting death of a 21-year old 
South Ozone Park man. 

Jonathan Chan, 21, turned himself 
in Monday morning in the Sunday af-
ternoon shooting death of Eric Assa-
nah, police said. Chan was one of four 
suspects police were searching for. 
On Tuesday morning police arrested 
21-year-old Shamar Daley.  Assanah 
was shot at  131-37 135th Place at 12:22 
p.m. Sunday, police said. . According 
to Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown, Chan and three other suspects 
made their way into the first-floor bed-
room where Assanah was in bed with 
his girlfriend and allegedly shot him. 
Assanah was found unconscious and 
unresponsive with a gunshot wound 
to the torso, the back and severe head 
trauma, police said. EMS pronounced 
him dead at the location. 

“This is another senseless act of 
gun violence,” Brown said. “The de-
fendant allegedly unlawfully entered 
the victim’s residence with three other 
unapprehended individuals, crept into 
the first-floor bedroom and shot and 
killed the 21-year-old man. The victim’s 
girlfriend awoke to see her companion 
bleeding to death as the four men fled 
the scene. This was truly a nightmare 

come true for this young woman.”
According to police, authorities 

were still searching for the two other 
suspects. 

The dispute was allegedly over 
money. Chan had threatened to kill 
Assanah earlier in the day unless he 
received an undisclosed amount of 
money, Brown said. 

Assanah’s girlfriend allegedly stole 
money from Chan while at his home 
and Chan threatened retaliation if the 
cash was not returned, the Daily News 
reported.

Chan has nine previous arrests, in-
cluding criminal mischief and crimi-
nal possession of marijuana, police 
said. 

He was charged with second-degree 
murder, burglary and resisting arrest, 
the DA said.

If convicted he faces up to 25 years 
in prison, Brown said. 

Daley has been charged with mur-
der and burglary, police said.   

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Eric Assanah, 20, was found over the weekend shot to death in an apartment in Ozone 
Park, police say.  Facebook

Police make arrest in South Ozone Park murder
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“Frosted window panes, can-
dles gleaming inside, painted 
candy canes on the tree; Santa’s on 
his way, he’s filled his  sleigh with 
things, things for you and for me” 
(Sammy Cahn & Jule Styne, “The 
Christmas Waltz,”1954). 

But at the Welcome to Bri-
arwood Mall of Balls – a monu-
ment of ugly concrete balls, one 
of which is smashed at the prom-
enade’s entrance on Queens Blvd 
– there is no Christmas tree in 
Briarwood!

Still, after six years of air and 
noise pollution, traffic obstruc-
tion for pedestrians, ecological 
tree devastation at the right-of-
way Kew Gardens Interchange 
Project, Briarwood is still an eye-
sore of ugliness. 

  There is no promised MTA el-

evator at the Briarwood subway 
station – which shall not even be 
disability-friendly since it is not 
platform-bound.

The Briarwood Library has 
been closed for repairs at a peak 
time in the school semester.

Geographically, there is no Ro-
man Catholic Church domiciled 
in Briarwood, with long distanc-
es to Richmond Hill, Jamaica, 
and Kew Gardens Hills parishes.

And, if you are an Ashkenazi 
Jewish Conservative, you were 
recently booted out of the Briar-
wood Jewish Center, which came 
under Bukharan auspices, and 
have to shleppe to an old Kew 
Gardens Hills congregation.   

  On Christmas Eve this year, 
a lit Hanukkah menorah, of 
the Lubavitcher Chabad of Bri-

arwood, shall no doubt be dis-
played on the promenade after 
12 months displayed unlit on the 
rabbi’s apartment balcony.  But 
no Christmas tree is on the Bri-
arwood’s promenade!

Now where is the Briarwood 
Community Association or Bri-
arwood Action Network?  Where 
is there even a secular holiday 
spirit with children of all ages 
decorating a community Christ-
mas tree?

Even Williamsburg became 
the ideal spot for the culture of the 
ailanthus tree of fernlike leaves.  
But then,  that was “A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn”, not Briarwood
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An evangelical urban ministry in Astoria seems 
to have lost its way as the holidays approached. 

The residents of an apartment building owned by 
the church group were sent eviction notices - right 
after Thanksgiving - telling them they had to be out 
of their spartan units by Dec. 31.

 The 39-low income residents pay between $400 
and $500 a month to live in single rooms in return 
for volunteering in the community. 

But in the city’s overheated housing market the 
dispossessed are likely to face homelessness in a 
shelter or on the streets.

  Several Queens lawmakers have expressed out-
rage at the New York School of Urban Ministries, 
which claims on its website to dispatch 5,000 youths 
and adults each year to the mean streets by building 
partnerships with inner city pastors and churches.

  The group’s mission is urban evangelicalism, 
but the motivation behind the evictions seems to be 
money.

  Rev. Peter DeArruda, the group’s vice president, 
told residents Nov. 17 that the building had been 
sold and they must move out so that he could open 
a shelter-like operation there.Four renters already 
have left.

 But state Sen. Michael Gianaris, who has made 
several visits to the building at 35-65 46th St., said 
the church group is not following the proper eviction 
procedures and the tenants should stay put.

 Despite rumors to the contrary, the city said it 
has not bought the building and is not planning to 
convert it into a homeless shelter.

 A spokeswoman for the Department of Homeless 
Services said the Legal Aid Society will help the resi-
dents fight the evictions.

  “Innocent hardworking people are being tossed 
out of their homes at Christmastime by a Christian 
organization because of money,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer told a rally outside the building 
this week. “There is no other way to say it.”

 The church group has not commented as the 
anger builds over its timing and tactics.  DeArruda 
owes the tenants and the community an explanation 
for such a cold-hearted act right before Christmas.

 It’s a noble cause to minister to people in need 
at the lowest rungs of the economic ladder in a cold 
urban environment, but in this case charity begins 
at home.

UNCHARITABLE ACT

O Briarwood, O Briarwood
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READERS WRITE

Open Letter to SUNY Stony 
Brook President Samuel Stan-
ley, Provost Michael Bern-
stein, and Academic Deans:

I am an alumnus of Stony 
Brook University, Class of 
1971. I am writing in response 
to a recent online petition let-
ter issued from your campus, 
entitled “Make SUNY Stony 
Brook a Sanctuary Campus.” 

I did not sign the petition. 
I intend to discontinue dona-
tions to my alma mater should 
Stony Brook become a sanctu-
ary campus in violation of fed-
eral law. 

Shortly after the presi-
dential election, President 
Stanley made some troubling 
remarks. He reaffirmed the 
university’s “commitment to 
creating a campus environ-
ment that welcomes all.” But 
he affirmed that “all” includes 
“undocumented immigrant 
students.” Stanley also stated, 
“we do not request or require 
immigration status as part of 
the admissions process” in a 
message to the campus com-
munity.

While discrimination in all 

forms is anathema, let me point 
out that there is a distinct dif-
ference between immigrants 
who enter our country legally 
and illegally. Harboring and 
protecting immigrants who 
have entered unlawfully is a 
felony.  This includes foreign 
students who have overstayed 
their visas.

According to ABC News, 
foreign students overstaying 
their visas present a growing 
public safety threat. The re-
port states in part: “immigra-
tion officials have struggled 
to keep track of the rapidly 
increasing numbers of foreign 
students coming to the U.S. — 
now in excess of one million 
each year.”

“The immigration agency’s 
own figures show that 58,000 
students overstayed their visas 
in the past year…. 6,000 (who 
overstayed student visas) were 
referred to agents for follow-up 
because they were determined 
to be of heightened concern.”

Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) 
said, “They get the visas and 
they disappear.” Coburn said 
“since the Sept. 11, 2001 terror 
attacks, 26 student visa hold-

ers have been arrested in the 
U.S. on terror-related charg-
es.” Moreover, “the hijacker 
who flew Flight 77 into the 
Pentagon, Hani Hanjour, had 
entered the U.S. on a student 
visa but never showed up for 
school.”

Sanctuary campuses, 
modeled after sanctuary cit-
ies, would undermine federal 
authorities by shielding po-
tentially dangerous criminal 
aliens and terrorists from 
detection. Illegal immigrants 
may be drug traffickers, rap-
ists, murderers, or terrorists, 
or simply honest intruders 
trying to pursue a better life 
in America.

It’s not unreasonable to ask 
if student visa holders who 
may be our enemies or future 
terrorists are being trained 
right under our noses in col-
lege classrooms and labs. It’s 
frightening to think that they 
could be learning weapons 
technology and nuclear phys-
ics, to take our secrets back 
to China or Iran, or to use for 
domestic terrorist operations. 
A sanctuary campus would ob-
struct the foremost job of our 

government, keeping Ameri-
cans safe.

We are a nation of immi-
grants. Millions upon mil-
lions of legal immigrants, like 
my own grandparents, came 
to America from Eastern Eu-
rope and Russia to seek a bet-
ter life.

They came here to pur-
sue the American Dream and 
raise their families in our 
great land of freedom and op-
portunity, the melting-pot of 
all races, creeds and national 
origins. They came to our 
shores legally and respected 
the laws of the United States.

The American people voted 
President-elect Trump into of-
fice as well as a clear majority 
of Republicans in both Houses 
of Congress and statehouses 
throughout the nation. Respect 
for our laws, including our im-
migration laws, will be a pillar 
of the new administration.

President-elect Trump’s 
policies regarding deportation 
will focus on the 2 or 3 million 
illegal immigrants who have 
committed crimes since arriv-
ing in our country.

The immigration status of 

all others will be determined 
once the border is secured. 
Mass deportations will not 
happen in a Trump adminis-
tration.

Our college campuses 
should work with the new ad-
ministration and not be ob-
structionists. Reject the sense-
less call to become a sanctuary 
campus. Reasonable discourse 
instead of breaking federal 
laws, is the better choice. 

Discourse instead of defi-
ance will set the right example 
for our student population, and 
will help determine a sound 
immigration policy that plac-
es America’s national security 
interests above all others.

Stony Brook University 
should “stand for what is 
right” by respecting the fed-
eral immigration laws of our 
nation which are designed to 
protect all Americans, while 
bringing in the teeming mass-
es of immigrants to our shores 
who want to pursue the Ameri-
can Dream, equitably and law-
fully.

Phil Orenstein
Queens Village Republican 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

I am a smoke free commu-
nity advocate with the Queens 
Tobacco Control Coalition, a 
cohort of the National Leader-
ship Academy for the Public’s 
Health, a public health fellow-
ship funded by the CDC.

I have never been compen-
sated for the tobacco control 
and smoke free advocacy ac-
tivities I’ve engaged in for the 
past 28 years and have never 
been employed by a pharma-
ceutical company or any other 
entity that could be viewed to 
have a financial interest in my 
public health efforts.

My motivation is to protect 
the non-smoking public from 
being involuntarily exposed to 

a proven Class A carcinogen. 
I am also an advocate for the 
disabled community with a 
severe restrictive lung disease 
and experience respiratory 
distress if I am exposed to sec-
ondhand smoke.

That is why I wholeheart-
edly supported and endorsed 
HUD’s Proposed Rule: FR 5597-
P-02 Instituting Smoke- Free 
Public Housing.

Although implementing 
this rule will protect 1.2 mil-
lion households from exposure 
to secondhand smoke, it does 
not go far enough to protect 
residents whose apartments 
will be located just outside the 
proposed 25-foot perimeter 

and continue to have smoke 
enter their homes. I recom-
mended expanding the mini-
mum perimeter distance to 
100 feet. The Final Rule does 
not exclude Electronic Nico-
tine Delivery Systems  aka 
e-cigarettes. Since the jury is 
still out on the health and safe-
ty of e-cigs, the proposed rule 
should prohibit ENDS in the 
proposed rule or it will cause 
difficulty in the enforcement 
of the regulation.

Multiple housing units 
across this country, both pub-
lic housing authorities and 
other subsidized housing stock 
along with market rate proper-
ties, have increasingly adopted 

a smoke free policy which has 
resulted in a decrease in fatal 
fires and property damage. 
However, careless smoking 
remains the leading cause of 
fatal fires in our country and 
one of the leading causes in 
property damage. I personally 
know two individuals, one an 
88-year-old woman who was 
lucky to escape her apartment 
with her daughter whose ciga-
rette smoking in bed caused 
her apartment to be destroyed 
by fire and as well as forcing 
the surrounding neighbors 
out of their homes for several 
months. They were lucky. 
They all survived to live an-
other day.

HUD’s Final Rule is a great 
first step for the federal gov-
ernment to take in providing 
many of its citizens with the 
right to live in a smoke free en-
vironment. But the recurring 
question of “if tobacco prod-
ucts are so bad for everyone, 
why is it still a legal product?” 
still goes unanswered.

The answer is it should not 
be legal, but until our lawmak-
ers in Washington decide to 
change that, we will have to 
rely on incremental steps to 
eliminate the lethal effects of 
tobacco from our lives.

Phil Konigsberg
Bay Terrace

Banning smoking in public housing will reduce fatal fi res

Stony Brook alum raps sanctuary petition
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Stephanie Loria would like 
to set the record straight: “If 
you get stung by a scorpion 
and you are a healthy adult, 
you won’t die.” She paused, 
then added, “You may wish 
you were dead. But they get 
such a bad rap.”

Yes, pity the poor scorpions 
— so misunderstood. Fortu-
nately, the species has Loria 
on its side.

A native of Glendale and 
graduate of New York’s Catho-
lic school system, she is per-
haps the city’s only scorpion 
apologist. She loves the crea-
tures, researches them and 
this fall she got her Ph.D. in 
scorpion studies from the 
American Museum of Natu-
ral History’s Richard Gilder 
Graduate School. Other grads 
included a frog researcher, a 
bat specialist getting an hon-

orary degree, and a guy who 
has identified 70 new species 
of wasps.

Not sure I’d want to be at 
their Christmas party. But 
having never seen an actual 
scorpion — or scorpion re-
searcher — I did want to meet 
Loria.

So the other day I went to 
the museum and was escorted 
past dozens of dinosaur-de-
manding school groups, up to 
the restricted fifth floor, past 
hundreds of lockers housing 
insect specimens, and then 
through a hall lined with clear 
plastic boxes containing — 
omg! 

Tarantulas. Live taran-
tulas, the size of chipmunks, 
waving their furry legs.

How did “Night at the Mu-
seum” miss these guys?

One floor up I found Loria 
in her lab, scorpions at her 
side — dead. 

“We have some live stuff 
downstairs, but those are more 
like pets,” she said. “These I 
actually collected during my 
trips to Southeast Asia.”

And how does one collect 
a scorpion? Well, said Loria, 
cheerful as a flight attendant, 

you just have to go into the 
jungle at night. Scorpions are 
black, so you can’t see them 
except by using an ultra-violet 
flashlight, but then they phos-
phoresce like Jimi Hendrix 
posters.

They also shed their exo-
skeletons. So you look for glow-
ing bits of dead scorpion on the 
trail leading you to a live one 
and then, using foot-long twee-
zers, you try to grab it as fast 
as you can before it scurries 
into its borrow. 

At that point, said Loria, 
you often have “moths swarm-
ing around your face and 
you’re swallowing them, and 
sometimes you’re also near 
ants, and you’re covered with 
them, and some of them are 
pretty nasty.”

Long story short, if you 
don’t manage to grab the scor-
pion with the tweezers, some-
times you just dig them out.

That’s right: You stick your 
hands into a scorpion den hop-
ing you’ll find some. 

One time, Loria recalled, 
she and her adviser were on a 
nighttime hunt in the Malay-
sian jungle when suddenly a 
scorpion stung him. 

“Two of his fingers were 
paralyzed and he had a burn-
ing sensation moving up his 
arm and into his chest,” said 
Loria. “It was just me and him 
in the middle of nowhere.”

Then what happened?
“He took an antihistamine,” 

Loria said. By the morning, he 
was fine.

After an agonizing night.
Loria won’t let this preju-

dice you against scorpions. 
There are 2,200 species of 
them, she said, and only 45 
have poisonous venom. What’s 
more, they can live up to 25 
years, and are members of the 
arachnid family, like spiders, 
but less popular.

At arachnid conventions 
(I know, I know), “85 to 95 
percent of the talks are about 
spiders,” said Loria, bummed. 
Scorpions get no respect. And 
yet they have been around 
since before the dinosaurs.

In her own pre-history, Lo-
ria grew up digging millipedes 
and centipedes out of her back-
yard and bringing them inside, 
to her parents non-delight.

She had an ant farm, a 
moth farm, and a grammar 
school teacher who showed 

her rubber replicas of bugs 
and encouraged her curiosity. 
One time, Loria wore a dead 
cicada’s shell on her nose to 
freak out her schoolmates.

It worked.
But Loria wasn’t really try-

ing to disgust anyone. She was 
just fascinated by the “behind 
the scenes” work that insects 
and arachnids do.

“If you watch any nature 
shows on TV, it’s always about 
big cats or other mammals we 
relate to.”

But the real heroes, she 
said, are the smaller creatures 
we rely on. Bees pollinate. Mil-
lipedes play a role in decom-
posing. Spiders and scorpions 
keep the insect population 
down.

By high school, she was 
taking after-school classes 
at the museum and did an in-
ternship studying flamingo 
behavior.

Now that she has her Ph.D., 
she is heading to San Fran to 
start studying the evolution 
of scorpion venom. Her future 
looks so bright, she has to 
pinch herself.

Before anything else does.

COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

As a brutal winter storm 
buried Queens in December 
1960. A slashing blizzard mea-
sured more than 18 inches by 
noon. Packing a howling 35 
mph wind, the killer storm 
was called the worst of the 
year. Within 24 hours, the mer-
cury dipped to a frigid 7 de-
grees. The deep freeze slowed 
the borough from digging out. 
Long Island tallied 26 dead, 
with 130 fatalities across the 
country. LIRR erased the day 
off its calendar. 

In the worst accident in 
commercial aviation disaster 
to date, 136 were killed as a 
DC-8, on approach to Idlewild 

(today JFK) Airport, and a 
TWA Constellation bound 
for LaGuardia Airport, col-
lided over Staten Island. All 
on board the ill-fated aircraft, 
some 127 passengers were 
killed in the mid-air crash. 

A few shots of whiskey, and 
four or five cigars a day were 
Joseph Deitsch’s formula for 
longevity. “Live it up a little 
and stop worrying. Health 
foods, spas, special liniments, 
they are all a waste of time. 
Just wind ‘er up and let ‘er go, 
that’s the ticket,’ jested the old-
timer, cigar in hand.

The nonagenarian claimed 
that life began at 80. He was 
the father of six “youngsters,” 
ages 63 to 52, had 12 grandchil-
dren and at least 10 great-grand 
children. The spry resident 
of 146-29 Laburnum Ave. in 
Flushing traced his ancestry 
back to Aaron Levy, the Revo-
lutionary War banker and fi-
nancial wizard who gave his 
entire personal fortune to the 

American fight for freedom. 
Joseph was also related to the 
late Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Benjamin Cordozo. 

The topflight structure that 
graced the Queens building 
scene during the past year was 
the airy Pan American Air-
ways Passenger Terminal at 
Idlewild Airport. The Queens 
Chamber of Commerce se-
lected the futuristic terminal, 
which gave the impression it 
might take off along with the 
planes that used it.

Built to “bring the 
plane to the passenger,” 
the “upside down umbrella 
building”covered more that 
four acres. The building 
grounded all other competitors 
for the title of “Most Outstand-
ing Structure in the Borough.” 
The Pan Am Building is only 
the fifth structure to ever win 
the special Bronze Plaque. The 
most recent winner (as of 1960) 
was the “Big A” Aqueduct Race 
Track in Ozone Park. 

The mammoth new Throgs 
Neck Bridge, whose 12,300-foot 
span cost $90 million, should 
put an end to the bumper-
to-bumper nightmare of the 
Whitestone Bridge and help 
ease congestion on the Tribor-
ough.

In an editorial, the Star-
Journal pushed for a grander 
idea: “Now what is needed is 
a bridge across the Long Is-
land Sound to Connecticut or 
Rhode Island. It has been pooh-
poohed as far fetched, but it too 
will be built some day.’

The Star-Journal profiled 
the size of public housing proj-
ects in New York. In Queens, 
36,340 people lived in 11 city 
housing projects. Over 13,000 
apartments were built at a cost 
of $112 million.

In the five boroughs, 
433,000 lived in 92 projects 
with another 50 in the plan-
ning stage. Federal money was 
used for Queensbridge, South 
Jamaica, Hammels, and Bais-

ley Park. City monies financed 
Woodside, Arverne, Raven-
swood and Pomonok. State 
resources were used for the 
Astoria, Bland and Redfern 
Houses. Queensbridge was the 
largest, housing 10,400 in 3,100 
apartments. Queens projects 
included 11 community cen-
ters, 11 pre-school rooms, eight 
old age clubs, three school an-
nexes, four branch libraries, 
and two child health stations. 

An unclaimed airline suit-
case at LaGuardia was thought 
to contain explosives after a 
baggage inspector at Hangar 
Three opened it and saw what 
he thought were sticks of dy-
namite.

The Bomb Squad, Fire De-
partment, and Port Author-
ity Police were summoned. 
They found balloons, feathers, 
horns, a kettle and trick match-
es. The dynamite turned out to 
be an entertainer’s make-up 
powder. The bag was a magic 
entertainer’s kit. 

Astoria 
Historical 
Society

The wonderful world of scorpions - all 2,200 species

Throgs Neck built as Pan Am Terminal rises
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the  

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel 

for low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 
and urge him to support the Right to 
Council bill now!

Sunday, December 18th from 1pm to 3pm
58-20 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, NY 11362

FREE ADMISSION
Schedule of the day:
1:00pm:

1:30pm:
2:00pm:

Doors open along with our crafts, Hot Chocolate Bar,
Photo Booth, Scavenger Hunt, gym activities & more!
Sing-a-long with Mr. Stephen
Special Performance by

Please bring in a 
donation of new or 

gently used pajamas, 
new socks, slippers or 
robes to be donated 
to families in need.

For more information
contact Adam Fier at

718-225-6750
ext. 260

Come in your Pajamas & comfortable sneakers for a day of fun!
Donations of non-perishable food items will be on-going to stock our food pantry for the winter.

Visit us at www.sfy.org or follow us on
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY BILL PARRY

A sprawling modern industrial center will bring 
work space for 24 businesses and create 80 living 
wage jobs in Ozone Park. The city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation announced last week that the 
90,000-square-foot Ozone Park Industrial Center is 
the first project to win a $10 million grant through 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Industrial Developer Fund.

“Now more than ever, we must ensure that our 
economy is diverse, equitable, and provides opportu-
nity for all New Yorkers. Supporting the industrial 
sector is critical to that 
effort,” EDC President 
Maria Torres-Springer 
said. “I’m proud to an-
nounce the first award of 
the city’s Industrial De-
veloper Fund, which will 
create affordable space 
for small industrial busi-
nesses so that they can 
create good paying jobs 
in neighborhoods across 
the city.” 

Greenpoint Manu-
facturing and Design 
Center will redevelop 
property that is expected 
to cost $37 million and to 
open in 2018.

“GMDC is a great 
model for how to better 
assist smaller manufac-
turing companies and 
keep those jobs in New 
York,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. “GMDC’s first-class indus-
trial space in Ozone Park will create dozens of living 
wage jobs right here in Queens.”

Since 1992, GMDC has rehabilitated seven in-
dustrial buildings in New York City to provide af-
fordable, flexible production space for small and 
medium-sized manufacturers ranging from custom 
woodworkers, set builders and metal workers to 
home goods manufacturers. The new space will sup-
port around 80 workers, each making an estimated 
average of $51, 500 per year, consistent with tenants 
in other GMDC-developed sites.

“I am delighted that Ozone Park will have a new 
industrial space, which will support 24 local busi-
nesses and create 80 good-paying jobs,” U.S. Rep. 
Gregory W. Meeks (D-Jamaica) said. “Under GM-
DC’s proposal, Minority, Women and Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises will be awarded a percentage 
of the contracts, showing that our city places impor-
tance -- just as I do -- in investing in local businesses. 
Queens’ economy will certainly benefit, as will those 
who have vocational training and are seeking em-
ployment locally.”

GMDC is a premier citywide non-profit industri-
al developer that owns and manages five properties 
that are occupied by more than 110 businesses em-
ploying more than 600 people.

“This is an important step forward for equitable 
economic development policy in New York City,” As-
sociation for Neighborhood and Housing Develop-
ment Executive Direc-
tor Benjamin Dulchin 

NYCEDC President Maria 
Torres-Springer announc-
es a new project that will 
bring manufacturing space 
and jobs to Ozone Park. 

Photo by Walter Karling

Ozone Pk space 
to bring 80 jobs

Continued on Page 48
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*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to credit approval. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers who purchase through the MCU Car Buying Service from a 

certified TRUECar© dealer. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by their creditworthiness. For model years 2016–2015 vehicles purchased using the 

MCU Car Buying Service from a certified TRUECar© dealer, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.09 on each $1,000 borrowed at 0.99% APR. For well 

qualified applicants purchasing model years 2016–2015 vehicles without using the MCU Car Buying Service, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.29 

on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. These rates are available when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Annual percentage 

rates are .50% higher if payroll deduction or direct deposit is not chosen as a method of repayment. Annual percentage will increase by .50% after consummation if 

automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit is cancelled. Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Offer valid from 11/14/2016–12/31/2016. Some 

restrictions may apply. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Membership required.

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu

Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

RATES AS LOW AS

0.99%
APR*

Rates apply when  
purchased through the  

MCU Car Buying Service

Powered By

November 14th-December 31st 

HOLIDAY AUTO LOAN SALE
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MKT 16.188b

Sign
me up!

HEALTH CARE 
FOR $0 or $20
Per Month.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A handful of public school science and mathematics teachers were honored 
by receiving Sloan Awards for Excellence in teaching Science and Mathematics 
last week, bestowed by the Fund for the City of New York. The seven winners 
included three Queens educators.

The honorees were celebrated at a ceremony held at the Great Hall at the Coo-
per Union in Manhattan Dec. 7. The awards honor city 
public high school teachers who help instill a love and 
passion for science and math in their students and of-
ten encourage them to pursue jobs in those fields.

Dr. Margaret Savitzky, one of the honorees, teach-
es medical assisting, biology and chemistry at the 
Thomas A. Edison Career and Technical Education 
High School in Jamaica. Savitzky was previously a 
chiropractor, and after an injury in 2001, she moved 
into teaching. She said the experience led to her find-
ing her calling in education, where her background in 
health care informed her approach to teaching. She 
said Thomas Edison’s status as a Career and Techni-
cal Education school enables her to promote hands-on 
learning.

“There is book learning; they have to understand 
the steps and procedures. It helps to be a CTE program 
where I can say, ‘OK, let’s get the books off the table. 
Let’s practice taking blood pressure,’” she said. 

In 2012, Savitzky crafted a medical assisting program that offers students 
coursework, lab work training and practical experience. Savitzky detailed a les-
son plan that involves using a fake arm with tubes in it to help students practice 
putting in an IV. Savitzky even had to purchase fake blood to make the exercise 
as close to reality for her students as possible.

Savitzky estimated that the overwhelming majority of her students continue 
on to college, and many visit years later to tell her they are embarking on ca-
reers as doctors, pharmacists or physical therapists.

The other Queens educators honored included Maria Elizabeth Dela Cruz, a 
mathematics teacher at Newtown High School in Elmhurst, and Manjot Singh, a 
mathematics teacher at John Bowne High School in Flushing. Each teacher was 
awarded a $5,000 prize and their schools benefitted from a $2,500 award to help 
strengthen their science and mathematics departments.

The Fund for the City of New York was established 

Dr. Margaret Savitzky 
is one of the recipients 
of the Sloan Awards for 
Excellence in Teaching. 

Photo by Sarah Shatz

Boro teachers earn 
prestigious award

Avella to run against de Blasio
BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
will be officially announcing his 2017 
mayoral run on Sunday, according 
to Madison-Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association President Ed Jaworsky. 
Avella held meetings with various civ-
ic leaders throughout south Brooklyn 
last weekend to gather support in ar-
eas outside his district where residents 
opposed over-development and who of-
ten feel Mayor Bill de Blasio overlooks 
their needs.

In 2009, Avella made his bid for 
mayor during his last year in City 
Council representing the 19th District 
but lost and has served in state Senate 
since 2010.

Avella is planning to formally an-
nounce his intention to run at a home-
less shelter protest in Maspeth on Sat-
urday, Dec.17, Jaworsky said.

Among the community groups 

Avella met with over the weekend were 
Marine Park Civic, Garrison Beach 
Cares, Sheepshead Bay - Plumb Beach 
Civic Association, the Brooklyn Hous-
ing Preservation Alliance, and the Bay 
Improvement Group, among the dozen 
or so groups Jaworsky said were repre-
sented at the meeting.

Avella’s stance on over-develop-
ment and illegal housing resonates 
for people in Dyker Heights, according 
Jaworsky. But what drew the most sup-
port from the group was Avella’s plan 
to govern.

“We also asked him about his vi-
sion,” Jaworsky said. “He thought it 
best to give emphasis to neighborhoods 
and he said his style would be [bottom 
up type of governance rather than 
top-down]. Look for feedback from the 
people.”

Jaworsky added that Avella had 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Helps 
Educate Patients and the Community 

about Diabetes Prevention and Management
Community outreach event featured healthy cooking demonstration 

and discussions highlighting the relationship between healthy eating, 
exercise and Type 2 diabetes prevention.

Pregnant women received information about the risks of gestational diabetes 
and pre-term labor as part of partnership with March of Dimes Foundation.

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst recently hosted a community outreach 
event to help patients and their families learn more about the disease. Cook-
ing demonstrations showed participants how to prepare a healthier, low-fat, low-
sodium version of chicken stir fry and vegetables. Participants sampled the dish 
and took home the recipe, in addition to important information about diabetes, 
nutrition, and weight management. 

Those who attended also had the opportunity to learn about “healthy por-
tion” plate guidelines, exercise programs, and hospital services available to help 
interested individuals lead their healthiest lives. This event was held in partnership 
with the March of Dimes program “Healthy Babies are Worth the Wait.”

Other event highlights included:

Health Services, discussed the risks of gestational diabetes and pre-term labor 
for pregnant women.

portance of diet and exercise in lowering the risk of developing Type 2 diabetes.

tional ethnic cuisines heart-healthier.

children and diabetes.
For more information about diabetes care at NYC Health + Hospitals/

Elmhurst, please call (718) 334-4000.

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, part of the NYC Health + Hospitals 

health care system, is the major tertiary care provider in the borough of Queens. 

year, the hospital received close to 700,000 ambulatory care visits and over 

About NYC Health + Hospitals
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the na-

tion. We are a network of 11 hospitals, trauma centers, neighborhood health cen-
ters, nursing homes, and post-acute care centers. We are a home care agency 
and a health plan, MetroPlus. Our health system provides essential services to 
more than one million New Yorkers every year in more than 70 locations across 

is uniquely focused on empowering New Yorkers, without exception, to live the 
healthiest life possible. Visit us at nychealthandhospitals.org and stay connected 
on Facebook at facebook.com/NYCHealthSystem or Twitter at @NYCHealth-
System.

BY MARK HALLUM

Oakland Gardens saw the filming 
of the hit Showtime series “Homeland” 
last week. The Golden Globe-winning 
drama started shooting in the early 
morning hours at 210th Street and 67th 
Avenue where signs were placed in-
forming residents to remove vehicles 
from what would be used as the set.

“Homeland” follows the life of CIA 
operative Carrie Mathison, played by 
Claire Danes, who may be the best in 
her field, but struggles with bipolar 

disorder making her volatile and un-
predictable. Coming back for a sixth 
season, Danes stars alongside Mandy 
Patinkin, who plays Saul Berenson, a 
longtime friend of Mathison.

The show begins with Mathison be-
ing reassigned to the CIA’s Counterter-
rorism Center in Langley, Va., after an 
operation in Iraq goes bad. As season 
five rolls around, the protagonist finds 
herself no longer in the employ of the 
national intelligence apparatus and 
applying her skills to the private sec-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Whitestone residents have a new 
and improved welcome sign.  The 
Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic 
Association replaced a rotting, wood-
en sign with a new aluminum sign this 
week reading “The village of Whites-
tone welcomes you” 

Kim Cody, president of GWTCA, de-
cided to replace the old wood sign due 
to constant maintenance. 

“The original sign was up there for 
six years and it was maintained,” he 
said. “One person would  go up there 
and scrape the paint and it would cost 
$200 a year. The wood started to rot 
away, so we decided to go with alumi-
num alloy, which is basically mainte-
nance free.  The weather won’t  affect 
the sign like the old one, which was 
made totally out of wood. It didn’t mat-
ter how much maintenance and upkeep 
we did, it would still deteriorate due to 
harsh winter weather and strong heat 

in summer time.”
Cody said he contacted an individu-

al who actually had a business in Whit-
estone but had to relocate to put a great 
sign together for them. GWTCA   posted 
the sign a week ago. 

The sign is located on a busy inter-
section of 14th Avenue and 149th Street 
 , near Whitestone’s business district. 
The placement of the sign is meant to 
attract visitors and locals. Cody hopes 
the new and improved sign will en-
hance business. 

“We put the sign there with the hope 
that it’ll entice people to come into 
Whitestone and support local business-
men,” he said. “The economy has been 
bare for a few years and I think the 
sign is eye catching , so hopefully it’ll 
bring people from the community and 
from outside to support local stores.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Whitestone has a brand-new welcome sign, thanks to the Greater Whitestone Taxpayers 
Civic Association.
 Photo Courtesy of Marlene Cody

Showtime’s ‘Homeland’ 
fi lms in Oakland Gardens

Whitestone civic hangs out 
improved welcome sign

Continued on Page 48
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AVIATOR GAME DAY
This Holiday Season Aviator Sports and Events Center makes a great destination for a 
variety of activities. In the 10 years that Aviator Sports and Events Center has served the 
families of New York City, a lot has changed. What’s stayed the same is the commitment 
by the coaches and staff to provide a fi rst-class destination for family fun...for people of 

all ages. Forget about hibernating this winter and join the fun here at Aviator! Aviator Game 
Day is here to bring you up to date information on activities that are happening at Aviator.  
Visit AviatorSports.com/GameDay for all registration information.

T

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

THIS MONTH AT AVIATOR

Aviator Athletics is a 
functional fi tness program 
is designed to increase 
strength, conditioning, 
power, speed, and endur-
ance as well as develop 
athletic ability and position-
ing. Our highly trained 
coaches use the latest 
in sports science and 
injury prevention to create 
a sports performance 
program specifi c to your 
needs. 
AviatorAthletics.com

Ice Academy Holiday Show
December 18th, 2016.
Aviator Ice Academy has been putting in work 
all year and presents their annual Holiday Ice 
Academy Show.  Come check out the show here at 
Aviator Sports and Events Center and watch them 
display the fruits of their labor! 

Better Late Than Never Quite 
Events Bash
January 7, 2017
We’re ringing the new year at Aviator Sports (a 
week late) with our Better Late Than Never Quiet 
Events Bash on January 7, 2017! Join us for a silent 
disco party, with 3 DJ’s spinning. You decide what 
you want to party to! 
DJ 1: Top 40 hits, Dance, Pop  
DJ 2:  The best of 80’s & 90’s, and 2K music!  
DJ 3: Hip-Hop, R&B.  
The event is free for Aviator Sports and Events 
Center members and all who attend will receive a 
free Champagne toast at midnight. 

Jr. Nets Basketball Camp - 
December 26th-29th, 2016
The Junior Nets Holiday Camp sessions establish 
the fundamentals of shooting, dribbling, defense, 
rebounding and in a more encouraging, youth-
friendly environment.

Aviator Sports and Events Center makes 
ice skating as convenient and fun as 
possible for all levels of skating. The only 
indoor rinks in NYC that are open 365 day 
year, you don’t have to worry about the 
weather.

There is something for everyone, offering various activities through party pack-
ages and add-ons. Now included in every birthday party the birthday child will 
be given a t-shirt for all their attendees to sign the shirts.

Throughout the school year, Aviator Sports offers Holiday Break Camp on most NYC school holidays.  This day program is 
an excellent solution on balancing work and life. Aviator will host a Holiday Break Camp from December 26-December 30th 
Aviatorsports.com/holiday-break-camps

This winter at Aviator Sports we have Winter Public Skating Specials including the Including 
Family Four Pack and Frequent Flyer 10 Pack. More information available at 
AviatorSports.com/public-ice-skating
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After several setbacks 
the Bowne Street Com-
munity Church was of-
ficially landmarked by 
the city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commit-
tee Dec. 13 . The church 
was one of 27 sites in the 
city landmarked as part 
of the backlog initiative, 
including Loew’s 175th 
Street Theatre in Man-
hattan, St. Barbara’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in 
Brooklyn and Brough-
ham College in Staten 
Island. 

“I am thrilled that 
through this ambitious 
and unprecedented ef-
fort we have granted full 
landmark protection to 
27 outstanding properties 
and cut through a 50-year 
backlog in a matter of 18 
months,” Commission 
Chairwoman Meenakshi 
Srinivasan said. “We’re 
very proud that the des-
ignated properties are 
from all five boroughs 
and represent a diverse 
array of building ty-
pologies, including early 
residences, institutional 
buildings, churches, a 
theater— even an iconic 
sign. This is a great day 
for preservation in New 
York City”

Bowne Community Church, locat-
ed on 143-11 Roosevelt Ave., formerly 
known as the Protestant Reformed 
Dutch Church of Flushing, opened in 
1892. The church was built in a Ro-
manesque Revival style and features 
stained glass windows designed by 
Tiffany Glass Company. The church 
merged with another congregation 
in 1970 and became known as Bowne 
Street Community Church. It began 
serving the Taiwanese immigrant 
community after the demographics of 
the Flushing population changed and 
currently holds multidenominational 
services in Korean, Spanish, Chinese 
and English.  

The church had been added to the 
landmarks calendar in 2003, but it did 
not have its first hearing until October 
2015.   This was part of the initiative 
LPC adopted to address the backlog of 
buildings that were under consider-
ation for designation, but were not des-
ignated or acted upon.  Most on the list 
were calendared 20 or more years ago.

At the October hearing 13 people 
testified in support of designation with 

no one testifying against it. Another 
hearing had to be set because there 
was a mistake on the map presented 
at the hearing. A second hearing was 
held on Nov. 15, 2016 where elected of-
ficials like state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) as well as residents were 
pushing for designation. The actual 
church has been hesitant, however,  
fearing the financial burden of main-
taining the building once it became a 
landmark. 

“The New York Landmarks Conser-
vancy appreciates that the commission 
listened to the public and gave each 
of the backlog buildings a hearing,” 
Peg Breen, president of the New York 
Landmarks Conservancy, said. “We’re 
glad that a significant number of these 
properties will be designated and pro-
tected for the future. After decades on 
the calendar for some of these sites, it 
was worth the wait.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

After a long wait Bowne Street Community Church in 
Flushing has been landmarked. Photo by Michael Shain

Bowne Street church 
wins landmark status
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Visits with Santa & His Elf:
Saturday, December 17, 2016
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Horse & Buggy Rides:
Sunday, December 18, 2016

Menorah Lighting:
Sunday, December 25, 2016

10:00 am – 5:00 pm

10:00 am – 5:00 pm

10:00 am – 4:00 pm

6:00 pm
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Municipal Credit Union is offering 
$66,000 in scholarship grants for MCU mem-
bers, or children or grandchildren of an MCU 
member in good standing. The scholarship 
awards will total eight memorial scholar-
ships worth $5,000 and 13 grants worth $2,000 
each. The funds will support graduating high 
school seniors matriculating into college.

“MCU is deeply committed to supporting 
the youth throughout the communities in 
which our members work and live. Our schol-
arship program is one way we achieve this 
by recognizing and rewarding young people 
for their outstanding academic performance 
and community service,” MCU President and 
CEO Kam Wong said. “We hope our scholar-
ships will enable these students to achieve 
their goals and succeed in future endeavors.”

The scholarships will be awarded on the 
basis of academic performance as well as ad-
ditional community service and extracur-
ricular activities, references and a personal 
essay. Applications are available at the MCU’s 
two Queens branches, at 61-35 Junction Blvd. 
in Rego Park and 134-66 Springfield Blvd. in 
Springfield Gardens, at any MCU branch, or 
online at www.nymcu.org.

Last year, there were three Queens winners 
of the $5,000 memorial scholarship. Jocelyn Di-
cent of Rockaway Beach earned the money to 
pursue her education at Yale University, while 
Meagan Murray of Flushing attended college at 
Villanova and Michailah Marshall of Cambria 
Heights enrolled at the University of Central 
Florida. 

The deadline for completed applications is 
Jan. 6, 2017, and the MCU will hold an awards 

reception to recognize the eight memorial 
scholarship winners in the spring of 2017. In ad-
dition to the scholarships, MCU also offers cho-
sen valedictorians and salutatorians awards 
after graduating high school.

The awards come as MCU celebrated its 
centennial throughout the year of 2016, and 
marked the occasion by giving back to the com-
munities it operates in through programs. It 
has more than 400,000 members and can claim 
assets of more than $2.4 billion, with branches 
throughout New York City, Long Island and 
Westchester County. 

Students who apply for this year’s scholar-
ships will also be entered in a $500 statewide 
Public Relations and Marketing Council Schol-
arship, according to the MCU.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573. 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown called on the 
New York State Commission 
on Forensic Science to con-
sider expanding the type of 
DNA testing currently allow-
able in the hopes of finding a 
suspect in the unsolved mur-
der of a Howard Beach jogger 
last summer, as well as other 
unsolved cases. 

Brown announced Sunday 
the commission had agreed to 
consider authorizing the use 
of familial DNA testing, which 
can find close matches in DNA 
data banks that would indicate 
if that individual could be re-
lated to the unknown suspect.

Brown cited the murder 
of Karina Vetrano, who went 
for a jog on the afternoon of 

Aug. 2. Her father contacted 
the NYPD when she did not re-
turn home, and she was found 
in Spring Creek Park that eve-
ning. She had been badly beat-

en and strangled to death, and 
police found evidence of sexual 
assault. Police recovered DNA 
from a single male assailant, 
but a search in the DNA data 
banks did not find a match.

Police continue to seek a 
suspect in her murder, and in 
a letter to Michael C. Green, 
the executive deputy commis-
sioner of the state’s Division 
of Criminal Justice and the 
chairman of the Commission 
on Forensic Science, Brown 
called for the authorization 
of familial DNA searching to 
assist police in their efforts 
towards solving this and other 
cases.

“This tragic murder has 
been exhaustively investigat-
ed using every tool currently 

Municipal Credit Union will offer a number of scholar-
ships and grants for graduating high school seniors. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Conspirators allegedly 
bilked more than $88,000 by 
staging faked motor vehicle 
collisions in an attempt to 
trick auto insurers into pay-
ing for unneeded medical 
treatment, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said. In all, four men, includ-
ing three from southeastern 
Queens, were charged with 
taking part in the plot, ac-
cording to the DA.

Todd Henderson, 50, of 
Jamaica; his stepbrother 
DaJuan Henderson, 30, of 
St. Albans; Joseph Louis, 
32, of Springfield Gardens; 
and Yusuf Carter, 30, from 
Brooklyn all were arraigned 
last week and were variously 
charged with grand larceny, 
insurance fraud, falsifying 
business records, conspiracy 
and falsely reporting inci-
dents.

Brown said Henderson 
and Louis conspired to stage 
car crashes with no one at 
fault and bill insurers for 
non-existent or exaggerated 
injuries for profit. The men 
would refer the so-called vic-
tims to medical clinics, and 
the victims in on the scheme 
were offered payment for 
participating, according to 
the DA.

On June 17, 2015, the 
Hendersons also conspired 
to stage a car crash using 
a truck rented by DuJuan 
Henderson. In all, a total of 
$12,019.66 was paid by insur-
ance companies to the defen-
dants on the basis of false 
injuries sustained in this 
particular staged accident, 
the DA said. 

“These arrests send a clear 

message to those who are at-
tempting to fleece the system 
that they will be caught and 
prosecuted,” Brown said in a 
statement. “The cost of auto-
mobile insurance fraud is es-
timated by the industry at $30 
billion nationwide annually. 
Such rip-offs hit the honest 
consumer in the pocketbook 
by way of higher premiums 
and will not be tolerated.”

At one point, Todd Hen-
derson tried to convince an 
individual to pretend he had 
been hurt in a staged motor 
vehicle crash. As it turns 
out, that victim was an un-
dercover police officer, ac-
cording to Brown. Henderson 
gave the officer the address 
of a Queens medical facility 
and told him to tell the clin-
ic’s front desk “Jimmy Stone 
sent you” (Henderson is also 
known as Jimmy Stone or 
Jimmy Cash, according to 
the DA’s office).

Henderson paid the offi-
cer working undercover a to-
tal of $560 for his part in the 
scheme, Brown said. Hender-
son stressed that when the 
officer visited the clinic, he 
needed to complain about ev-
erything, including his neck 
and back. 

Carter and Todd Hender-
son face up to seven years 
in prison if convicted, while 
DaJuan Henderson and Jo-
seph Louis face as much as 15 
years if they are found guilty. 
The next court date for all the 
defendants is scheduled for 
Dec. 20.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Four men, including three Queens individuals, have been charged 
in a scheme to bill insurers for unnecessary medical treatment. 

Courtesy of thismess.net

The Queens District Attorney con-
tends “familial DNA” searches can 
help solve the murder of Karina 
Vetrano, who was killed in August. 

Instgram

Queens men charged 
in insurance scheme

DA calls for broader DNA tests

MCU touts new grants
Scholarships awarded for educational achievement

Continued on Page 48
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WISHING YOU JOY & PEACE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

www.ridgewoodbank.com
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A Mormon church debuts in Flushing 

The view from the dias of the new church is all white and oak. An organ 
and a piano are set behind the pastor. Photo by Michael Shain

City Council member Peter Koo, whose district includes the new meet-
inghouse, gets full tour — including the elaborate, bapitismal tub.   

Photo by Michael Shain

The new meetinghouse on 33rd Avenue and 145th Street is built on the lots where three houses stood. It re-
places an older, smaller church on Sanford Street. Photo by Michael Shain

The LDS church, famous for its scholarship in genealogy, has devised a new way of depicting a family’s ancestor. This poster hangs 

in the chruch’s familty research office.  Photo by Michael Shain
One hymnal is in Korean, the other in Chinese.  

Photo by Michael Shain

A number of representatives from other religious groups in Flushing — 
including the Hindu Temple of North America and Rabbis Albert Thaler 
(at left, with scarf) of the Temple Gates of Prayer —visit the open house 
last Saturday.  Photo by Michael Shain

Sunday services are three-hours 
long anf include time for men, 
women and kids to break up into 
separate groups, each with their 
own room, for religious instruction 
— and a little playtime. . 

Photo by Michael Shain
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich
Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung
K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 ††

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Over
WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
RDon't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE
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Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

January 20, 2017!
Deadline Jan. 13, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice:
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Jan. 13, 2017

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, January 26th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy
Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly
John Liu

Monica Loja
Richard Mazda
Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar
Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano
Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas
Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Queens Borough Board held a 
meeting at Borough Hall Monday to 
review Queens Library’s new strategic 
planning process. Borough President 
Melinda Katz chaired the meeting and 
Queens Library President and CEO 
Dennis Walcott led the presentation on 
the library’s new plans. 

“The library has been moving for-
ward, I believe, in such a positive way,” 
Katz said. “Everything is never per-
fect, but this library system with Den-
nis and the new board of trustees has 
been moving and being responsive in 
our communities. Projects are moving 
forward and it’s been an exciting time 
for the library.”

Katz praised Walcott’s work in the 
last year. 

“The library is responsible for pro-
viding access to cultural education 
resources for our children as well as 
adults,” Katz said. “Since he assumed 
leadership of the library this past 
March, Walcott has been working to 
ensure all residents of the borough of 
Queens are able to utilize and enjoy 
our great library system. Walcott is 
here this evening to give us an update 
on the library’s new strategic planning 
process that seeks to gather input from 
all stakeholders and identify the path 
forward for the future.”

Walcott mentioned the recent 
groundbreaking at the new 32,000-
square-foot East Elmhurst branch, al-
most doubling the space, which will be 
the biggest opening the library has had 
in years. 

 “We want to make sure people know 
our mission and have input in taking a 
look at where we should be in the next 
five years or so. Some recent activity 
that has taken place as a result of the 
borough president’s leadership and the 
leadership of the mayor is that we now 
have baseline city funding, we have six 

day-a-week service, we have record in-
vestments in our facility and as a result 
of that we are having roughly 100 capi-
tal projects taking place throughout 
the borough of Queens at our librar-
ies from very small things, to large 
things,” he said. “Renovations, system 
upgrades, CCTV, all of these things are 
meant to improve our libraries.”

Walcott said more than 1 million 
people attended programs this past fis-
cal year and that the library had over 
11 million visitors in the past year and 
circulated more than 13 million items. 
He also highlighted the “Digital Q” 
program, a collaboration with Queens 
Hospital Center, where either patients 
or someone visiting a patient at the 
hospital can now access 100,000 titles 
of magazines. The library also worked 
with Google to teach young people how 
to code and held English classes paired 
with coping skills for the new immi-
grants. 

Walcott also talked about the Ja-
maica Feast Program, a culinary pro-
gram which will operate out of the 
Central branch in Jamaica.  He said 
renovations  have begun at the Central 
Branch’s kitchen to make sure it is up-
graded to be able to accommodate the 
program. 

There are also plans for future 
repairs to the Hunters Point branch 
sometime in the late Summer or early 
fall of 2017and to the Kew Gardens 
Hills branch, all major projects in vari-
ous stages. 

“To me the beauty of any agency, 
any system, is constantly taking a look 
at itself and making sure we continue 
to grow and respond to the needs of the 
community and undertaking a process 
that will allow us to get maximum in-
put,” Walcott said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Borough President Melinda Katz (c) chairs the Queens Borough Board meeting on the 
Queens Library planning process with CEO Dennis Walcott (r).  Photo by Gina Martinez

Walcott touts progress 
at Queens Library
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May “the eloquent lesson of the touching mystery of 

Bethlehem, which we are now celebrating” f i l l your 

hearts this Christmas season!
— Bles s ed  B a s i l  Morea u ,  C i rc u l a r  L e t te r  179,  Janu a r y  10 ,  18 65

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you!

The Administration, Faculty, Staff, & Students of 
Holy Cross High School

In 1971, legendary Holy Cross Basketball Coach, Mr. Bill 
O’Mara, created a Varsity-B basketball team because 
so many students wanted to play for Holy Cross.  He 
picked Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi to be the first ever Varsity-B  
Head Coach. 

Since Holy Cross now had four teams, gym time came at a 
premium—so the “B-Team” began rolling out the balls at 6:00 
a.m. for daily practice.  This tradition continues today, so it 
goes without saying that it takes a special level of dedication 
to play on the Varsity-B Team – a.k.a 6:00 a.m. pride.

Mr. G continued to coach the “B” team for 25-years until he 
was appointed Principal of Holy Cross High School.  During 
his long tenure as coach, his sons Joseph and Matthew were 
fixtures at practices and home games. Tragically, Matthew 
passed away in March of 2001 and this tournament began 
in his memory.  

All proceeds from the tournament will be donated to the 
Mathew Giannuzzi Memorial Fund here at Holy Cross High 
School.  This fund is used to provide Holy Cross students 
with special programs throughout the school year.  

Saturday, December 17th, 2016
11:00AM

Christ the King “B” vs. Holy Cross “B” 
1:00PM

Frederick Douglass Academy vs. Cristo Rey Brooklyn

Sunday, December 18th, 2016
2:00PM

Consolation Game
4:00PM 
Championship Game
General admission  
$5 for adults / $2 for students. 
If you have questions, please contact 
Keith Goggin, Athletic Director  
at (718) 886-7250, extension 517.

Matthew Giannuzzi Tournament  
at Holy Cross High School

We are looking forward  
to a fantastic weekend  
of basketball!
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

BY MARK HALLUM

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
briefed the public on an inci-
dent involving the deaths of 
two Bronx toddlers in home-
less housing due to a radiator 
valve malfunction when he 
visited Bayside last week.

What caused the radiator  
to malfunction was not known, 
but de Blasio was calling for 
a full investigation of what 
he referred to as an “unprec-
edented” “freak accident.”

The two girls were in the 
first floor apartment when a 
valve unleashed steam, caus-
ing severe burns and cardiac 
arrest in the two girls, ages 1 
and 2, FDNY Deputy Assistant 
Chief Michael Gala told Reu-
ters.

 The apartment where the 
incident occurred is part of 
the city’s cluster-site program 
for temporary homeless hous-
ing in privately owned build-
ings. According to de Blasio, 
the last semi-annual homeless 
shelter inspection of the build-
ing took place a month ago. The 
city Buildings Department 
site, however, lists a variety of 

violations since the 1980s, but 
with none indicating issues 
with the heating system.

“But what we know so far 
suggests an extraordinary, 
an unprecedented accident – 
something that we – no one that 
I have talked to so far in any 
agency has ever seen anything 

like this,” de Blasio said on his 
Dec. 8 visit. “Steve Banks, who 
has so much history – for 30 
years worked with the home-
less and leading experts on 
building for New York City – 
no one has ever seen anything 
like this. And we need to un-
derstand what happened here. 

We do not see any precedent in 
anything that has happened 
before. This was a freak acci-
dent, a series of painful coin-
cidences that led to the loss of 
these children.”

There were no evident 
health or safety violations at 
the building, according to de 

Blasio, when he visited follow-
ing the deaths of the two girls. 
But he did not know at the 
time the exact nature of the 
semi-annual homeless shelter 
inspection or if radiators are 
scrutinized during examina-
tions.

“A very natural question 
is should New Yorkers be con-
cerned about their radiators,” 
he added. “What I can tell you 
is we have no history of some-
thing like this specific inci-
dent.”

Putting into question the 
overall safety of cluster-sites 
alone should not be the em-
phasis of public attention, the 
mayor said, but rather under-
standing the cause to prevent 
this unique issue from occur-
ring in the future at any loca-
tion.

The mayor is calling for a 
full investigation to determine 
the cause behind why the valve 
failed at 720 Hunts Point Ave.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

De Blasio addresses Bronx radiator accident

The mayor (c) and HRA Commissioner Steve Banks (l) visit the apartment used to house homeless families in 
the Bronx where two girls died in a radiator accident. 
 Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Michael Appleton
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

For six weeks, Queens 
Library is featuring the art-
work of Haitian-American art-
ists for the Festival an Koulè 
(Festival of Colors) exhibit 
that is taking place in four 
of its southeast locations for 
the Queens Memory Project, 
which archives the history of 
the borough and its residents. 

The second week of the col-
orful festival took place at the 
St. Albans branch Dec. 3 and 
displayed the work of ophthal-
mologist Dr. Francois-Ricles 
Garcia, a self-taught artist who 
was born in Haiti and inspired 
by his Uncle Pierre’s work. 

“Since I was young, I was 
influenced by my maternal 
uncle. He used to make sculp-
tures for Christmas and he 
was also the one that fixed the 
statue at the church when it 
was broken,” said Garcia. “It 
was a passion for me to see him 
painting and I would go to his 
house and I would spend the 
entire day without eating wait-
ing to see the finished work.” 

At the age of 7, Garcia re-
alized that he was not satis-
fied with being an onlooker, 
so he started to pursue art by 
himself and found a mentor in 
a local artist named Marcel 
Philippe. 

“The first painting I did 
was of the row of the houses 
where I lived,” Garcia said. 

One of the first customers 
to buy a painting from him in 
his youth was his cousin from 
the city of Cap-Haïtien, but he 
unfortunately lost the work in 
a hurricane. 

Growing up it was his aunt 
who raised him and encour-
aged him about his artwork. 

“When I was 10 or 11, Mar-
cel would always send me to 
people’s houses to do paint-

ings,” Garcia said. “After fin-
ishing my homework, I would 
go paint and Marcel would pay 
me 50 cents, but my aunt would 

say, “What, only 50 cents after 
all this work?” 

“I only needed enough mon-
ey for the movies, plus he was 

training me.”
To make sure that he could 

support himself as an adult 
without hindering his love for 

art, his aunt sent him over-
seas for his education once he 
finished high school during 
Haitian dictator François Du-
valier’s rule. 

“They decided to send me 
to Spain ...and my aunt said 
hold it, study medicine first 
and then you can do what you 
want, and I decided to do my 
studies in ophthalmology,” 
Garcia said.

“At that time the political 
climate was hot. It was when 
Castro was changing towards 
socialism. The United States 
was pressuring Duvalier to 
vote with the South American 
bloc to expel Castro,” he said. 

The exhibit and presenta-
tion featured work of different 
styles incorporating different 
aspects of Haiti’s history and 
culture. 

The four paintings that 
were focal points for his pre-
sentation focused on Garcia’s 
historical and symbolic work. 

The first painting in the 
series represented his life as a 
Haitian-American immigrant 
and his Catholic school up-
bringing.

After studying for an impor-
tant exam when he was a child, 
Garcia had a dream about the 
subject he was studying and in 
his dream “Mama Maria turned 
to me and said that everything 
was going to be OK. I passed 
and when we came to Queens, 
there was a church called In-
carnation one block from Hill-
side and in the backyard of the 
church was a statue of the Lady 
of Incarnation, which reminded 
me of that,” he said. 

Garcia’s second painting 
is a neoclassical work that 
presents musical instruments 
split into two straight down 
the middle. On the left side are 
voodoo instruments represent-

HAITIAN ARTIST REMEMBERS
OPHTHALMOLOGIST DRAWS ON MEMORIES OF HIS ISLAND CHILDHOOD IN SHOW AT QUEENS LIBRARY

Continued on Page 40

King Henri Christophe, a former slave who led the revolution that made Haiti the first black republic in 1804 
Photo Credit Naeisha Rose
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Answers in Sports

BY MERLE EXIT

It’s been a long road trav-
eled for Nan-Chang Chen, but 
the Forest Hills resident con-
tinues to make an impact on 
the musical world. 

Chen, 26, founded the New 
Asia Chamber Music Society 
and is currently serving as 
the group’s executive director. 
The organization has grown 
exponentially since its incep-
tion in 2011 and Chen said he 
is proud of what it has accom-
plished since.

“During the past six years, 
we have been actively build-
ing our organization’s infra-
structure and engaging musi-
cians and audiences alike by 
expanding our repertoire and 
commissioning new works,” 
he said. “Following our Carne-
gie Hall debut in 2011, we have 
performed extensively in the 
New York area, toured across 
the U.S. and internationally.”

Chen’s road to founding 
the organization began in his 
younger days when he arrived 
in the United States from over-
seas.

“I had just finished elemen-
tary school in Taiwan, and 
came to the United States by 
myself to attend a boarding 
arts high school in Southern 
California,” Chen said.

It was at that point that 
Chen met Wei-Yang Andy Lin, 
a fellow student, and the duo 
instantly became a big part of 
each other’s lives.

“At the time, I knew no one 
in this country, spoke abso-
lutely zero English, and on top 
of all that I was the youngest 
student in the entire school,” 
Chen said. “Knowing that I 
needed help, the school offi-
cials decided to ask another 
then-15-year-old, also a Chi-
nese-speaking student to help 
me, to get used to the environ-
ment quickly. Our friendship 
continued and he has been 
my big brother since 16 years 
ago.”

Chen and Lin remained 
close after high school and 
continued their journey to-
gether, which included a stop 
at one of the most prestigious 
music schools in the country.

“We both came to the East 

Coast after high school, re-
ceived degrees from the Juil-
liard School, and now are 
working as full-time profes-
sional musicians in this artis-
tic city,” Chen said. “Besides 
our friendship, our musical 
collaboration also started all 
the way back then.”

Chen and Lin are still work-

ing together today, as the lat-
ter serves as the artistic direc-
tor of the New Asia Chamber 
Music Society. The duo enjoys 
performing together and the 
organization gives them the 
opportunity to do so.  

“Being a classical musician 
in the city, we are often asked 
to form chamber groups for 
concerts, recording projects 
and other gigs,” Chen said. 
“With this, in conjunction 
with our love for chamber mu-
sic, we decided to form New 
Asia Chamber Music Society 
to gather top musicians and 
perform at our highest level 
possible.”

Chen has received several 
accolades for his performanc-
es throughout the year and 
has collaborated with various 
music organizations. Among 
his many achievements, Chen 
was named a first place win-
ner in the Queens Symphony’s 
Young Artist Competition (Se-
nior Division) in 2010.

Aside from serving as the 
executive director of the New 
Asia Chamber Music Society, 
Chen has also worked as a mu-

sic teacher at Queens College 
since 2015 and is currently 
a doctoral candidate at the 
CUNY Graduate Center. He 
teaches a cello studio course 
and a chamber music course 
in addition to assisting in two 
music theory courses. 

Chen said he’s thrilled to 
help the next generation of 
musicians. 

“It is an opportunity I re-
ceived from CUNY Gradu-
ate Center and I sincerely 
treasure this experience as a 
teaching role that allows me to 
grow further as a musician,” 
he said.

Chen manages to balance 
his time between his work as 
a teacher and his involvement 
with the New Asia Chamber 
Music Society. He said the 
organization is always look-
ing for new members who are 
enthusiastic about chamber 
music and easy to work with, 
“not just someone who is good 
at playing their own instru-
ment. Therefore, a good cham-
ber musician is rare, and we 
are lucky to have the team we 
have now.”

Taiwanese cellist directs chamber
Forest Hills musician leads Asian music society, which performs on world stage

Nan-Cheng Chen is accompanied 
by cellist Jung-Hsuan Ko, who 
won an award from the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra. 

photo credit Merle Exit
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Christmas at 
Aunt Bella’s

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks south of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

OUT GOING 
CATERING!!

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95
Dozen Baked Clams - $13.95

Mussels, White or Red - $11.95
Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25
Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 

lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 
over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95
Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 

clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara - $23.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95
Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken breast, 

spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh mozzarella 
in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - $17.95
Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet topped with 

ricotta and eggplant, served
Parmigiana style - $17.95

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95

Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti 
and Meatballs - $14.95

Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce 
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $15.95

Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 
Parmigiana - $17.95

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25 $6.25 $6.25

AVAILABLE
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 16-22, 2016

By Ed Canty

Continental Canines
Across
1. Not home
5. Color-full device?
10. Actor Lugosi
14. All there
15.  Give actors a 

second signal
16. Scottish port
17.  Farm equipment
18. Separated
19. Transmit
20.  Great pet for 

Grace Kelly
23. Do a 5K, say
24. Army member?
25. Belfry sound
27. "Poly" add-on
29. Wanes
32. Animal house
33. Deodorant type
36.  "Charlotte's 

Web" girl
37.  Great pet for 

Angela Merkel
40. Religious ritual
41. Watched over
42.  Abbr. with a 

ring to it
43. Kind of chair
44. Very short
48. Thoughts
50.  Parseghian of 

football
52.  NYC subway line
53.  Great pet 

for Winston 
Churchill

58. Disturb follower
59. Wealth
60. Grimm villain
61.  It's on the house?
62.  "Sunflowers" 

setting
63. "Cold one"
64.  Manhatten 

Bridge river
65. Subway
66. Bookie's quote

Down
1. Yearn
2.  Whiskered 

creature
3. Consecrate
4. Evergreens
5. Shrimp kin
6.  Transplant the fern

7. Suffix with poet
8.  Catch a ride to 

the beach?
9. Prot. religion
10. Deck officer
11. Mr. Scrooge
12.  Fred Mertz to 

Lucy
13.  Connecting word
21. Women's group
22. Approvals
26. Actor Chaney
28. Hearing aids
29.  English exam 

finale, often
30.  Nobel physicist 

Niels
31. Shook down
34. Shankar melody
35. Millstone

36. Wash out
37. Corsage flower
38. Perfumes
39. Part of 37 down
40.  2001 in old 

Rome
43.  Lang. course  

for aliens
45. Like corduroy
46. Slept sound-ly
47. Trimming tools
49. Broker
50.  One of the 

Yokums
51. Rene of film
54. Prayer leader
55. Dehydrated
56. Sentry's cry
57. Timber wolf
58. Pub provision

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

JEWELS
C A C H E C O O T M E A N
A H E A D A R A B O N C E
G O L D E N P A R A C H U T E
E Y E M A I L R O A R E D

S T A R T L I E D
R A T E C A M P H O R
O R I E L A H E M C A N
D I A M O N D J I M B R A D Y
S A L C I A O O O N A S

P A P Y R U S T I M E
P L O T N A R C S

D I A L O G E C R U T E A
R U B Y R E D S L I P P E R S
E S O P N A P E E A R N S
D I R S S Y N S E S S E N

FILM

Gangs of New York — As the 
ruthless and charismatic Bill 
the Butcher, Daniel Day-Lewis 
gives a performance for 
the ages in Director Martin 
Scorsese’s magnifi cent 
adaptation of Herbert 
Asbury’s 1927 book about 
Lower Manhattan gang wars 
and the 1863 draft riots.
When: Friday, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Christmas, Again— A 
heartbroken Christmas-tree 
salesman (Audley) returns to 
New York City hoping to put 
his past behind him.
When: Saturday, Dec. 17, at 
2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria

Cost: $12
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

The Wolf of Wall Street— With 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Margot 
Robbie, Jonah Hill, Matthew 
McConaughey. Scorsese’s 
carnivalesque for-adults-only 
chronicle of fi nancial excess is a 
bawdy and incisive social satire, 
following real-life investor and 
scam artist Jordan Belfort 
(DiCaprio) through his many 
fi nancial escapades.
When: Sunday, Dec. 18, at 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/
  

EVENTS

Winter Wonderland— Join 
NYC Parks for an evening of 
games, fi tness fun, music, 

and more!
When: Friday, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Queens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Green Neighborhood 
Richmond Hill— Volunteer 
with the Stewardship Team 
to help protect the young 
trees in Forest Park.
When: Saturday, Dec. 17, at 
9 a.m.
Where: Forest Park, 83-1 
Woodhaven, Blvd.,Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 392-5232
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Rangers Choice Forest 
Park Super Hike— This 
extensive one-way hike 
highlights Forest Park’s 
history and its surrounding 
neighborhoods of Kew 
Gardens, Glendale, Richmond 
Hill, and Woodhaven.
When: Sunday, Dec. 18, at 1 p.m.
Where: Forest Park, 83-98 
Forest Parkway, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Queens StartUP! -  Creative 
Sales and Marketing 
Strategies— This training 
session will go over what you 
will need to grow sales and 
creating your Marketing Plan.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Flushing Library, 
41-17 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Gamelan Son of Lion — 
Gamelan Son of Lion is a 
repertory ensemble that 
bridges two musical worlds: 
experimental contemporary 
America and the bright gongs 

of Indonesia. The instruments 
are from Indonesia with 
home-made additions. The 
music is written by the group 
of composer-performers, 
each in their unique styles, 
as well as traditional music of 
Bali and Java.
When: Friday, Dec. 16, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16, $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x 222
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
— The Oratorio Society of 
Queens and Maestro David 
Close perform excerpts from 
Handel’s “Messiah” with 
chorus, soloists, and OSQ’s 

orchestra, The Orchestral 
Arts Ensemble of Queens. 
Sing along and join in the fun 
with your favorite Christmas 
carols and Chanukah 
favorites as the whole 
audience lifts their voices 
in song!
When: Sunday, Dec. 18, 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside.
Cost: $35; $30 seniors 
(62+) and students with ID; 
$10 children 12 and under 
accompanied by an adult. 
Day of performance: $40; 
$10 children 12 and under 
accompanied by an adult. 
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.
queensoratorio.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

A Christmas Carol — Titan 
Theatre Company’s musical 
production transports 
audiences to Victorian 
England, where Ebenezer 
Scrooge is visited by spirits 
from the past, present, and 
future, who change his life 
forever. A classic story of 
redemption and forgiveness, 
A Christmas Carol is 
the perfect theatrical 
experience for everyone’s 
holiday season.
When: Dec. 16, 17, 20, 21, 22 
at 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.; 
Dec. 18 at 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Corona
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
Climb on board and get 
ready for an adventure with 
Pirate Pete’s Parrot, which 
promises music, mischief 
and a boatload of laughsfor 
both children and adults.
When: Dec. 17 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-

02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15, $10 for children, 
$40 for a family of four
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Paper Cut — After rehabbing 
at Walter Reed from injuries 
caused by an IED explosion 
in Afghanistan, Kyle - now 
an amputee - fi nds himself 
navigating through another 
minefi eld: returning 
home. Paper Cut is a raw 
exploration of the physical 
and emotional toll of our 
returning soldiers. 
When: Dec. 17 at 8 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Corona
Cost: Free of charge, 
reservation required
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Paul Taylor Dance 
Company — Paul Taylor 
continues to shape the 
American art of modern 
dance that he helped create 
beginning in 1954. With 144 

dances in his repertoire, 
he continues to be among 
the most sought after 
choreographers in the world. 
His works often comment 
on iconic eras in American 
history as well as some of 
the thorniest issues of our 
time, while never failing to 
entertain. 
When: Dec. 17 at 2 p.m., 8 
p.m.; Dec. 18 at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Corona
Cost: Tickets start at $25
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Fancy Theater Blues!— 
Fancy Theater Blues! 
showcases Rick McCabe, 
an emerging playwright 
tackling the trials and 
tribulations of likein theater.
When: Dec. 18 at 6 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com
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PRIVATE ROOMS: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 +tax p/p
(50 Person Minimum) 

Thursday: $65.00 +tax p/p ( 50 Person Minimum) 
Friday & Saturday: $75.00 +tax p/p (100 Person Minimum) 

Sunday: $75.00 +tax p/p (50 Person Minimum) 

FOR THOSE SMALLER COMPANIES THAT CAN NOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, 
WE CAN OFFER A SEMI PRIVATE AREA IN OUR MAIN BALLROOM (With other groups of guests) 

D.J. INCLUDED 

DECEMBER 9th & DECEMBER 14th ONLY $60.00 +tax p/p (10 Person Minimum)

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW 
& YOUR TICKET AT OUR NEW YEAR’S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 

p/p

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

718-224-8787 * www.thedouglastonmanor.com 
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD. * DOUGLASTON * N.Y * 11363

PR

Bourbon Street  40-12 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY  11361   

718-224-2200

Buy $50, Earn $10 Buy $100, Earn $20
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

ing the spiritual aspect 
of the African diaspora 
in auburn and red colors, 
while the right side has 
Catholic ones in blue and 
white colors. The paint-
ing represents the impo-
sition of Christianity on 
Haitians. 

Another painting in 
the series features the 
last indigenous leader 
of Haiti, cacique Henry 
(also known as Enriquil-
lo) meeting King Henri 
Christophe by a river and 
giving the revolutionary 
fighter who led Haitian 
independence a sword. 
Christophe and the free 
blacks stand on the earth 
dressed in red, blue and 
black military regalia of 
the time as the natives 
stand in the water adorned 
in tribal headdresses. 

“There is a 400-hun-
dred year difference be-
tween them, and I paint 
them [the native royal 
family] as a kind of spirit 
coming from the river in-
spiring them [Christophe 
and the black militants] 
to protect the country 
and to fight for the coun-

try,” said Garcia. 
His last painting is 

of the Statue of Liberty 
bending down to reach 
out to immigrants of all 
background while hold-
ing up a bald eaglet. 

“Lady Liberty doesn’t 
care about color or race, 
she helps everybody,” 
said Garcia. 

At the exhibit Garcia 
gained several fans. 

“You can see the pow-
er of his influences and 
how he is shaped by his 
experiences and how he 
puts it in a framework,” 
Haitian-American Caro-
line Surin said. “This is 
to me an expression of art 
that is limitless in where 
it can touch us,” the Long 
Island City resident said. 

“There are a lot of 
influences that you can 

see,” said Lisa Flanzra-
ich. “Goya, Gaugin, even 
Dali, “ added Flanzraich 
from Kew Garden Hills. 

Two people who were 
struck by merging the 
history of Haiti, Cuba 
and the United States 
in his art were Surin’s 
daughters, Cheyenne, 
15, and Siera, 13, who are 
half Cuban. 

“I never had a chance 

to sit down with an art-
ist,” said Cheyenne.

 “I mostly see art at 
exhibits, so it was nice 
to actually get the story 
behind the art,” she said. 
“Like the one where he 
was talking about the 
dream. I’ve had vivid 
dreams before, so it was 
nice that he remembered 
that from all those years. 
It was cross-cultural and 
I feel like we connected 
on that same thing.”

Siera said,“I’m also 
trying to draw and he is 
Haitian, and I am half 
Haitian, so it was nice to 
see what he has done.” ---

Community Library 
Manager Michael Brice 
was happy with the turn-
out.

“This is what we need 
to do to bring in the cus-
tomers, because some do 
not have the library going 
experience, especially 
those from the Carib-
bean,” Brice said. “In Ja-
maica the library is only 
a place where kids go, so 
it is looked down upon 
when they get here, so 
this is an excellent way to 
do outreach,” said Brice. 

Also thrilled about 
the event was Queens 
Memory Project Associ-

ate Coordinator Natalie 
Milbrodt.

“The Queens Memory 
archive is an ongoing 
program of the library 
where we invite people to 
bring their photos from 
home, we digitize them 
and gather all the infor-
mation about them, “ she 
said. “The Queens Memo-
ry also has an oral histo-
ry component and we’ve 
been recording oral his-
tory since 2010. That way 
we have really great re-
cords for future research-
ers, and the artists have a 
copy of their work.”

The festival was the 
brainchild of St. Albans’ 
Assistant Library Man-
ager Reginald St. Fort, 
who is also Festival an 
Koulè’s curator. 

“I make it my mission 
to represent the artist 
and also bring a different 
culture and vibe to the li-
brary,” he said. 

Continued from Page 35 

HAITIAN ART

A young Haitian girl stands behind a mount of fruit in a market. Photo credit: Naeisha Rose

Francois-Ricles Garcia 
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Please call to make reservations: (718) 224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston, New York 11363

www.thedouglastonmanor.com

Celebrate
New Year’s Eve

at the
December 31 s t,

2016
Five Course Dinner  DJ & Dancing

Open Bar

We also have private rooms that can accommodate up to 125 people

Tuscan Table
A grand display of Antipasti

Stuzzichini
Passed Hors D’Oeuvres

UPON ARRIVAL:

Sit Down Dinner
Winter Salad

Ravioli Duo

Surf ‘N’ Turf ‘N’ Turf

Chocolate Symphony
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Pakistani woman who had 
lived in Jamaica for 11 years 
and was the victim of a hate 
crime, but too scared to re-
port the incident to authori-
ties. The woman was walking 
through the streets of south-
east Queens and was verbally 
harassed as well as having her 
hijab tugged at.

“I said to her, ‘You’ve got to 
report this,” she said. “But I’m 
not so sure she’s comfortable 
doing this.”

The woman said the narra-
tive for the Pakistani woman 
in Jamaica is different from 
the experience she has heard 
from Muslim women in plac-
es such as College Point.  She 
speculated that the safety and 
comfort varied from commu-
nity to community.

On the panel at the town 
hall meeting were Alina Das, 

associate professor of Clinical 
Law at NYU; NYU law student 
Sarika Arya; Nishan Bhau-
mik, an attorney at Anti-Vio-
lence Project; and Queens Bor-
ough Director for the Office of 
MayorNick Gulotta.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

the Parks Department hosts 
hundreds of large-scale 
events in parks across the 
five boroughs, including 
demonstrations, concerts and 
major productions such as 
the Global Citizens Festival, 
Panorama, the Governor’s 
Ball, and AIDS Walk NYC, 
every year.

“Following a thorough re-
view, NYC Parks is confident 
that our existing rules strike 
the right balance between 
accommodating exciting spe-
cial events in our parks and 
preserving park spaces for all 
New Yorkers to relax, explore 
and play,” Parks spokeswom-
an Meghan Lalor said.

That is not good enough 
for Katz, who argues the park 
hosts thousands daily in the 
summer for outdoor activi-
ties like soccer, softball, ten-
nis, cricket, bicycling, fam-
ily picnics, BBQs, birthdays, 
wedding and other special 

events, which would be shut 
down for up to two weeks for 
each event. Plus crowds of 
75,000 people would place a 
strain on over-capacity tran-
sit, roads and infrastructure 
all while profiting the enter-
tainment giants.

“While public events of 
any scale that enhance our 
borough are encouraged, I 
take issue when it is at the 
expense of cutting off public 
access to our treasured parks 
like Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park, which is enjoyed 
by thousands of families and 
residents every week in the 
summer months,” she said. 
“It has never been done be-
fore in Queens, and without 
a fair city policy approved by 
the community to properly 
shape this significant prec-
edent, we should not start 
now.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

here in western Queens have 
strongly contributed to in-
creased asthma rates and 
increases in hospitalizations 
and ER visits that exceed the 
average in Queens,” Con-
stantinides said. “Now more 
than ever, these plants must 
become better neighbors and 
stop the practice of burning 
No. 6 and No. 4 oil while look-
ing to repower these older fa-
cilities. Too many promises 
to our neighborhood have 
gone unfulfilled. “We stand 
together to say our commu-
nity deserves better and we 
will not stand for the pollut-
ing status quo.”

Although plant operators 
have only three years left 
to comply with the sched-
uled 2020 phase-out of No. 6 
oil, five plants cumulatively 
burned over 19 million gal-
lons of that type of fuel last 
year. These plants are located 
in Astoria, Long Island City 
and directly across the East 
River on Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side.

“Astoria and Long Island 
City have one of the high-
est childhood asthma rates 
in New York City,” Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “This is 
unacceptable. Our commu-
nities should not be known 
as ‘Asthma Alley.’ If these 
power plants reduce their 
emissions, we can make our 
communities stronger and 

more healthy.”
Compounding the situ-

ation is the location of the 
plants. The Ravenswood Gen-
erating Station, known as Big 
Allis, burns 3,309,000 gallons 
of No. 6 fuel oil a year. It is 
just across Vernon Boulevard 
from the Queensbridge Hous-
es, the largest public housing 
complex in the nation.

“Too many residents have 
come to me, from babies to se-
niors, with asthma, bronchi-
tis and emphysema,” Queens-
bridge Tenants Association 
President April Simpson 
Taylor said. “We don’t know 
what we’re breathing in on a 
daily basis.”

Carol Wilkins, the presi-
dent of the Ravenswood 
Houses Tenants Association, 
suffers from asthma. Claudia 
Coger, the president of the As-
toria Houses Tenants Asso-
ciation, has a granddaughter 
and two great granddaugh-
ters with chronic asthma.

“We suffer the residual ef-
fects of Big Allis. My father 
lived in this neighborhood his 
entire life and never smoked 
a day in his life. He died of 
pulmonary fibrosis,” Bishop 
Mitchell Taylor, the founder 
of Urban Upbound, said. “At 
some point, someone has to 
recognize the injustice that’s 
being put upon neighbor-
hoods of color, particularly 
public housing.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Clean oil

Continued from Page 4 

Corona Park

Continued from Page 5 

Chhaya

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens Community House 
is helping dress transgender 
teens. 

The non-profit’s Genera-
tion Q program is holding a 
clothing drive and book swap 
aimed at helping to provide 
clothing for LGBTQ teens in a 
way that makes them feel con-
fident.

Queens Community House 
serves more than 20,000 peo-
ple every year. The non-profit 
operates out of 25 sites in 11 
neighborhoods in Queens of-
fering children, families and 
seniors support with school, 
employment and housing. 

Generation Q is an after-
school drop-in center for LG-
BTQ youth up to 21 years old. 
Community 

House said the program is 
meant to offer a safe and sup-
portive space for LGBTQ teens 
and a place to participate in 
arts activities, workshops and 
advocacy efforts.  

Lindsey Duel, director at 
Generation Q, said clothing 
is one of the main ways for 
LGBTQ teens to express their 
identity.

“For some transgender and 
gender non-conforming folks 
there is a disconnect between 
their physical characteristics 
and their gender identity,” she 
said. “Clothing can help to re-
lieve some of this disconnect 
between their outward appear-
ance and inward identity.”

Duel added that some trans 
teens are not supported by 
their families, forcing them 
to dress in opposition to their 
gender identity. 

“For some of our youth, 
their parents do not accept 
their gender identity and they 
won’t support them in buying 
the clothes they want, forcing 
their kids to stay closeted and 
uncomfortable in their own 
bodies,” Duel said. “We want 
them to be able to choose cloth-
ing that fits their identity.”

A Generation Q participant 
explained why the clothing 
drive is important to him. 

“Although being assigned 
female-at-birth typically 
grants you more leeway in 
wearing ‘masculine’ clothes,” 
he said, “I still initially had 
to buy men’s clothes in secret, 
riddled with guilt and anxiety 
that what I was doing was in-

herently wrong and that some-
body would catch me. Having 
access to free clothing that 
aligns with a certain gender 
can be immensely helpful in 
easing gender dysphoria and 
anxiety in trans youth.  It lets 
them know that they are free 
to be themselves and that they 
are loved and accepted.”

Donations can be dropped 
off at Generation Q’s offices 
on 110-01 62nd Drive in Forest 
Hills `Monday to Friday from 
12 to 7 p.m.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Queens Community House’s Generation Q program is holding a clothing 
drive to help dress trans teens.

Nonprofi t holds drive 
to clothe trans teens
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LATE

fixed, city protocol nonethe-
less required the steel valves 
linking to appliances such as 
stove tops and laundry ma-
chines to be replaced, costing 
the co-op $12,000 and residents 
an undetermined amount, and 
delaying the resumption of gas 
service for weeks.

Friedrich argued that once 
the original leak was fixed, 
the lines should have been 
pressure tested and allowed to 
operate.

“The new rules and proto-
cols require that we remove 
and replace perfectly good gas 
valves in 40 apartments and 
on 40 gas lines in the meter 
room. These types of protocols 
simply don’t work efficiently 
in our type of dwellings and 
create a real hardship for 
our residents, and cost to our 
co-op,” Friedrich said. “The 
requirement to replace good 
working gas valves with new 
ones–coupled with the built-
in delays of DOB permits and 
inspections, and the inability 
to immediately self-certify the 
job, created enormous delays 
and also cost the co-op more 
than $12,000 in unnecessary 

valve replacements. The sta-
tus quo must change.”

One female resident who is 
currently pregnant voiced her 
concerns to Concannon about 
the well-being of her unborn 
child without the ability to 
easily provide nourishment at 
home. 

“For 40 days and 40 nights 
the residents of Glen Oaks, NY 
were without gas for cooking 
and clothing dryers. These res-
idents were held captive by the 
deBlasio administration’s ill-
fated policies that hamstrung 
Con Ed, The NYC Department 
of Buildings and Glen Oaks 
Village Cooperative. One size 
fits all DeBlasio policies do not 
fit every community. Over 100 
people were impacted, they 
lost Thanksgiving because 
they couldn’t cook at home 
and now are afraid they are 
about to lose Christmas and 
other holidays as well.” Con-
cannon said. “The community 
told him there was no sense of 
urgency and that just because 
they had heat no one they 
spoke to placed their needs as 
a priority.”

A spokesman from the 
ConEdison, however, said this 
kind of wait time for replacing 
lines for this many units is 
not unusual, because of proce-
dures which must be followed, 

such as integrity tests and 
acquiring permits from the 
Dept. of Buildings. 

“We have been in contact 
with the building’s facilities 
personnel and have been noti-
fied that internal repairs have 
been made.  We are coordi-
nating the restoration of gas 
service,” the spokesman said, 
adding that at 4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday repairmen were on 
site to complete the process. 
“We performed the integrity 
test on the customer’s piping 
and everything passed. We are 
on location working with the 
customer’s plumber and main-
tenance people gassing in 
(turning on) the appliances.”

Concannon, who is running 
against Democratic incum-
bent Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Fresh Meadows), 
used the news conference to 
tell potential voters he would 
have been at the location ev-
ery day until the issue was re-
solved if he were councilman, 
and claimed that Glen Oaks 
residents he has spoken to do 
not know who their represen-
tative in city government is.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

unclear and he could only 
speculate about future poli-
cies based on Trump’s words 
during the campaign. 

“It’s not clear what will 
happen with DACA,” Crow-
ley said. “All we know is what 
he’s said he will do and that 
has not been positive.”

Crowley pledged that he 
would be willing to protest, if 

need be, to protect and draw 
attention to the vulnerabil-
ity of the nation’s so-called 
DREAMers, a name given for 
undocumented students who 
could be protected by DACA.

“When I get my voice 
back, you’ll hear it loud and 
strong,” he said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

“I’m elated to be here 
again with Danny’s Steak 
House and all the sponsors,” 
she said. “My daughter, 
Makilah, and I were able 
to volunteer last year, and 
what touched me the most 
was that there were so many 
people that said ‘Thank you, 
we didn’t know how we were 
going to eat.’ One woman had 
her grandchildren with her 
and she said, ‘Thank you, I 
didn’t have any food.’ 

She thanked Lye and the 
community for their part in 
the community initiative. 

“I want to applaud you, 
Danny for doing this again 

because there are people out 
here that do need this meal,” 
she said. “I’m excited, me and 
my daughter cannot wait to 
come next week to volunteer. 
This is what Christmas is all 
about, it’s about giving back. 
Yes, it’s nice to get things, 
but it’s also better when we 
give ourselves, our time. Ev-
erybody gives a little bit and 
that’s what makes this com-
munity so awesome and so 
diverse.”

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering can contact Flush-
ing Town Hall at (718) 463-
7700.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

time has passed, less parent 
engagement.  She has simply 
not been as approachable as 
previous principals.”

Students at the school also 
engaged in a sit-in protest Dec. 
8, which students streamed 
on Facebook Live. The video 
shows lines of students sitting 
against lockers in a school 
hallway. The video was later 
uploaded to the YouTube chan-
nel for The Classic, the school’s 
newspaper.

“We’re here to protest mak-
ing Principal Johada a perma-
nent principal at Townsend 
Harris,” one student said 
during the video. “She treats 
teachers unfairly, everything 
she is doing is unfair to every-
one in the school.” 

A call for comment from 
Principal Jahoda’s office was 
not returned. A DOE spokes-
man stressed that the process 
for hiring a permanent princi-
pal, known as “C-30,” had not 
yet been initiated.

“Principal hiring and as-
signment decisions are made 
by the superintendent in ac-
cordance with the chancel-
lor’s regulations, and based on 

consultations with members 
of the school community,” the 
spokesman said. “We listen 
closely to the feedback and 
concerns of all school commu-
nities and engage them as part 
of the C-30 process.”

The change.org petition 
cited Jahoda’s tenure as as-
sistant principal at the Bronx 
High School of Science as an 
additional cause for concern. 
An independent arbiter found 
in 2010 that 20 of the 22 math-
ematics teachers under Ja-
hoda’s supervision expressed 
concern about her leadership, 
including the “creation of a 
hostile work environment 
through the harassment and 
intimidation of teachers” and 
the “inequitable implementa-
tion of department and school 
policies.”

Townsend Harris High 

School  is renowned for its 
high academic standards and 
college enrollment. The New 
York Post listed the school 
as the best high school in the 
city in its annual high school 
performance list released in 
September. The Post reported 
that nearly 6,000 students 
throughout the city applied for 
306 freshman seats last school 
year. Inside Schools reported 
that 100 percent of students 
graduated in four years and en-
rolled in college, with an aver-
age 640 SAT reading score and 
a 680 math score. The school is 
located on the Queens College 
campus.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Townsend

Students held a sit-in at Townsend Harris High School to protest the 
school's interim principal.

Continued from Page 2 

Free meals

Continued from Page 5 

Concerns

Continued from Page 1 

Gas leak

School from the list of strug-
gling and persistently strug-
gling schools and restoring 
community trust in this edu-
cational facility,” they said. 
“Through community part-
nerships with the Queens 
Botanical Garden, Flushing 
Public Library, Flushing 
Town Hall and other organi-
zations as well as programs, 
including the College and 
Career Pathways Center, we 
must see to it that the oldest 
public school in the city con-
tinues to flourish.”

The newest report from 
the DOE is nothing new. 
Flushing High School has 
been under threat of closing 
down for several years. Stu-
dents have underperformed 
on tests and the school’s cur-
rent graduation rate is 57 
percent. In 2012 the school 
was one of 24 to be shut down 
as part of the federal DOE’s 
turnaround plan. The prin-
cipal and half of the staff 
were expected to be replaced. 
Under the turnaround plan 
all the teachers had to reap-
ply for their positions. Plans 
were dropped months later 
when an arbitrator ruled 

that the city’s staffing plans 
violated its contract with 
the teachers union. Planned 
changes were reversed, lead-
ing students and staff to com-
plain of disorganization and 
confusion at the beginning of 
the fall 2012 semester.

The elected officials said 
they intend on showing as 
much pride and commitment 
to Flushing High School 
as the students and faculty 
have. 

“Many of the students take 
tremendous pride in their 
school, attending basketball 
games, school dances and 
extracurricular activities,” 
they said. “We must take the 
same level of pride in our 
community high school and 
provide as much support as 
needed to the administration, 
teachers, staff and students of 
Flushing High School.

“Principal Chin and ev-
eryone at Flushing High 
School are hard at work to 
create an exceptional educa-
tional experience for all. We 
stand behind him and the 
students in their efforts.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Save FHS
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

It was a dominant soccer 
season in Queens this fall. 

Holy Cross led the charge, 
making history on the pitch 
and securing the program’s 
first BQCHSAA in 11 years. 
And while it didn’t end per-
fectly for the Knights after 
falling 5-1 to Canisius in the 
state semifinals, the squad 
couldn’t be too disappointed 
with its showing.

Molloy also notched suc-
cess this season, coming up 
short in double OT of the 
intersectional semifinals 
against Fordham Prep. 

On the public school side, 
Bayside and Francis Lewis 
showcased their offensive 
skills throughout the sea-
son, both advancing to the ‘A’ 
semifinals. 

Meanwhile, in the ‘B’ divi-
sion Far Rockaway advanced 
to the semifinal round as 
well, falling to eventual 
champion Truman. 

Of course, none of that 
success would be possible 
without players. Here are the 
best of the best from across 
Queens. 

Player of the Year: Eric Rossi, 
GK, Holy Cross (See Page 2)

Coach of the Year: Matt 
Tyburczy, Holy Cross

Just two seasons ago, 
Holy Cross posted an 0-12-2 
record.

This season, the Knights 
captured their first league 
championship in over a de-
cade and came up just short 
of a berth to the city finals, 
falling to Regis 1-0 in over-
time at St. John’s. Despite the 
loss, the season represents 
a complete turnaround for 
a Holy Cross program that 
boasts some of the richest on-
field history in the city.

And now the future is 
only set to get brighter, with 
a handful of key players re-
turning to the roster next 
season, intent on continuing 
to push the team forward. 

Randolf Gotz, St. Francis Prep

The sophomore striker 
was a strong presence in 
front of the net for the Terri-
ers, racking up nine goals and 
two assists on the season. 

Tim Deliyannis, Archbishop 
Molloy

The senior forward was 
the driving force behind the 

Holy Cross forward Ryan Sipavicius was a key part of the Knights’ of-
fense this season as the squad advanced to the state semifinals.  

Photo by William Thomas

BY LAURA AMATO

They had the looks – they 
just couldn’t hit. 

St. John’s had three differ-
ent chances at the game-win-
ning shot Sunday afternoon, 
but came up empty on each 
one as the Red Storm fell to 
LIU Brooklyn 74-73 at Barclays 
Center. 

The loss snapped a three-
game win streak for the Storm, 
a disappointing follow-up after 
the squad cruised to a victory 
over Fordham on Thursday 
night.  

“I felt like that was a great 
play by coach, I just got to 
take it to them,” said Shamo-
rie Ponds, whose final-second 
jumper hit off the rim. “I feel 
like we didn’t carry the en-
ergy over that we had the last 
couple of games. I feel like we 
came out just too nonchalant 
and flat.”

St. John’s struggled to find 
consistency from the get-go, 
hindered by injuries that kept 
both Amar Alibegovic and 
Marcus LoVett sidelined. It 
was a disappointing lack of 
energy for a Red Storm squad 
that attacked every single pos-
session earlier in the week, but 
couldn’t seem to get over the 
hump against LIU Brooklyn. 

The biggest playmaker 
for the Red Storm early came 
from the least likely candidate 
– senior Darien Williams. The 
forward was a big-time spark 
off the bench, notching 12 first 
half points. He finished with 
a career-high 15 points and 
team-best seven rebounds. 

“I thought Darien was phe-
nomenal,” coach Chris Mullin 
said. “If we didn’t have him in 
the first half, we’d have been 
down by 20. I wanted some of 
our guys to match his inten-
sity and his energy and effi-
ciency.”

St. John’s did its best to up 
the intensity coming out of 
the break and the Red Storm 
jumped out to a seven-point 
lead with just over 13 minutes 

left on the clock. 
The cushion didn’t last 

long. 
LIU Brooklyn continued 

to push on the defensive side 
of the ball, forcing St. John’s 
into several turnovers to claw 
back into the game down the 
stretch. 

“I’m not sure,” Ponds said 
of the reason behind the mis-
cues. “I can’t really answer 
that, but we’ve just got to bring 
it every day.” 

The Red Storm stole back 
a bit of momentum when Fed-
erico Mussini drained a three 
with 1:30 left on the clock to go 
up by four. 

But the Blackbirds an-
swered in kind with an Iver-
son Fleming three-pointer on 
the next possession. The se-
nior guard followed up with a 
double-clutch bank shot just 

over a minute later for the go-
ahead LIU Brooklyn basket. 

St. John’s had three more 
chances to hit the game-win-
ner, but the Red Storm turned 
the ball over twice and Pond’s 
final-second attempt bounced 
off the rim.

It was a disappointing turn 
for a Red Storm squad that had 
been riding the metaphorical 
high of an inter-city rivalry 
win earlier in the week.

Now, the squad gets ready 
for its next challenge, tak-
ing on Penn State at Madison 
Square Garden and Mullin is 
anxious to see his squad an-
swer the call. 

“We need to be able to do 
it on a consistent basis be-
cause everyone can do it once 
in awhile,” Mullin said. “The 
good ones do it all the time. 
We’re not at that level yet.”

Red Storm sophomore guard Federico Mussini hit a three-pointer with 
just under two minutes to play, giving St. John’s a four-point lead, but it 
wasn’t enough in the loss to LIU Brooklyn. St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 46

St. John’s falls to LIU 
Red Storm drop closely contested 74-73 road thriller

Holy Cross boys soccer 
makes history in 2016
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Rossi’s play leads Knights to successful season
Junior goal keeper excels between the posts for Holy Cross during stellar fall campaign

BY LAURA AMATO

Eric Rossi considers him-
self a quiet kid. 

He’s not loud, he’s not de-
manding – at least not until he 
gets on a soccer field. And as 
soon as that first whistle blows, 
Rossi becomes something dif-
ferent. He’s boisterous and in 
control as the backbone of his 
Holy Cross squad. 

It’s a change that was a ma-
jor reason for the Knights’ on-
field turnaround this season 
and why Rossi is this year’s 
TimesLedger all-area player 
of the year. 

“I’m very quiet, but when 
it comes to the games you’ve 
got to talk to the defense,” 
Rossi said. “Talk to everyone 
around you. You’ve got to get 
loud out there.”

Rossi didn’t begin the sea-
son as the starter in net. In 
fact, he was the team’s back-
up in the season-opener be-
fore getting his first in-game 
chance during the Knights’ 
second game of the year, which 
resulted in a 1-0 victory over 
Xaverian. 

It was a strong perfor-
mance for the junior keeper, 
but he was always determined 
to work harder, play harder 
and he refused to take his foot 
off the gas throughout the sea-
son. 

“I’m always just focused on 
doing good every game so I can 
keep the starting spot,” Rossi 
said. “I played the best I could. 
That’s how I got the starting 
spot and I didn’t want to let it 
go.” 

Rossi solidified his starting 
position with his stellar play 
over the course of the season, 
which included nine victories, 
including four shutouts - one 
of which was a win over cross-
borough Archbishop Molloy. 
He also led Holy Cross to its 
first BQCHSAA title in over 
a decade and refused to back 
down from the pressure that 
simply comes from playing be-
tween the posts. 

“It’s fun. You’re always in 
the play,” Rossi said of what he 
enjoys most about being in net. 
“There’s always something to 
do, whether it’s talking to the 
defense, saving shots, penal-

ties. It’s all fun and all some-
thing to focus on.”

Rossi surrendered the 
game-winning goal in over-
time of the Knights’ intersec-
tional 1-0 semifinals loss to 

Regis as the Knights came 
up short in the state playoffs, 
but he was still proud of ev-
erything Holy Cross accom-
plished this season. 

“It was just chemistry,” 

Rossi said. “We all bonded to-
gether, we all liked each other. 
It was just like going out there 
with your brothers, you want 
to go out there and play as hard 
as you can and win games.” 

It was a year of turnarounds 
for Holy Cross – climbing its 
way back to the top of the city 
standings after years of com-
ing short – and a chance for 
Rossi to prove that hard work 
actually does pay off. 

Now, Rossi, an all-league 
selection, is turning his atten-
tion to the future and building 
on the success of this season. 
He won’t always be the most 
vocal leader, but he knows 
once he’s back on the field, 
he’ll be ready to lead by exam-
ple again. 

“We’re just trying to get 
back to the same spot next 
year,” Rossi said. “I want to 
work with the new kids that 
are going to be moving up, get-
ting to know them and help-
ing them get ready for varsity. 
And then we want to win a city 
championship.”

Junior keeper Eric Rossi claimed the starting job for Holy Cross and be-
came a leader for the Knights.  Photo by William Thomas

Stanners’ offense all season 
and he wrapped up his career 
in dominant fashion, scoring 
the game-winning goal in the 
Mayor’s Cup. 

He also picked up all-league 
honors for his efforts. 

Jean Rodriguez, Francis Lewis

The junior forward, in his 
first season on the varsity 
squad, was a goal-scoring ma-
chine, racking up 26 goals in 
just 14 regular-season match-
es.

He added three more goals 
in four postseason tilts and 
helped guide the Patriots to 
the PSAL semifinals. 

Ryan Sipavicius, Holy Cross

The two-year starter and 
captain was the undisputed 
leader of the Knights’ offensive 
front this year as the squad 
captured its first Brooklyn-
Queens title in over a decade.

Sipavicius notched 18 goals 
and eight assists and recorded 
three hat tricks on the season. 

Dante Giraldi, Archbishop Molloy

The senior midfielder 
controlled tempo for Molloy 
throughout the season. 

Girarldi consistently di-
rected passes cross-field and 
set up his teammates in front 
of the net to help his squad 
advance to the intersectional 
semifinals. 

Twon Grannum, Forest Hills

There’s only one way to 
score and that’s to push the 
ball toward the net.

That’s exactly what Gran-
num did this fall, racking up 
16 goals on 64 shots during the 
regular season.

The junior finished second 
in scoring in Queens A East. 

Jhair Larrera, Bayside

The junior was the perfect 
set-up man this season, notch-
ing 20 assists in 18 games this 
fall. 

The number was tied for 
the best in all of Queens ‘A’ 
and, for good measure, Lar-
rera also found the back of 
the net three times during the 
regular season. 

Joe Iurillo, Holy Cross

The senior sweeper 
wrapped up his high school 
career in dominant fashion, as 
the backbone of the Knights’ 
defense.

A three-year varsity start-
er, Iurillo earned all-league 
honors for his strong perfor-
mance this season in addition 
to a  a Mayors Cup nomina-
tion. 

Kyle Hoffman, Archbishop Molloy

The senior sweeper was a 
big reason for the Stanners’ 
shutdown defensive efforts 
this fall.

One of the last lines of de-
fense, Hoffman was part of a 
squad that surrendered just 
eight goals during the regular 
season. 

Iva Barrera, Bayside

Defense was the backbone 
of the Commodores’ suc-
cess this season and Barrera 
served as the spark.

The senior tallied 96 saves, 
and allowed just eight goals in 
14 games.

Barrera also notched seven 
shutouts. The keeper’s play 
was just as impressive in the 
postseason, when he regis-
tered 30 saves and surrendered 
just four goals in four playoff 
contests. 

Honorable Mention
GK: Justin Silva, St. Fran-

cis Prep
D: Sheldon May, St. Francis 

Prep
D: Kyntrell Hendrickson, 

Holy Cross
M: Stamatis Amvrosiatos, 

Francis Lewis
M: Miguel Diaz, Franklin 

K. Lane
M/D: George Adamou, Car-

dozo
F: Rakeem Bell, Campus 

Magnet
F: Kevin Jaramillo, Wil-

liam C. Bryant
F: Stanley Sanchez, Avia-

tion
F: Matthias Adamek, St. 

Francis Prep

Continued from Page 45 

Soccer

Francis Lewis striker Jean Rodriguez relishes his reputation as a goal 
scorer and lived up to that reputation this season.  CNG/Laura Amato
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BY LAURA AMATO

Basketball, quite literally, 
saved Tyrone Hall’s life. 

The Queens College junior 
guard was playing on West 4th 
Street, a normal pickup game 
in August 2015 until quite sud-
denly it wasn’t. 

Hall was standing at mid-
court – watching the opposing 
team take free throws – when 
he stumbled back and col-
lapsed. He was out for nearly 
five minutes, heart stopped 
on the blacktop and when he 
woke up, he actually tried to 
start playing again.

He felt fine a day later two, 
after being run through the 
wringer of medical tests, cer-
tain it was just a heat stroke. 
Until, just like the game, he 
discovered it wasn’t. 

The right side of Hall’s 
heart was damaged – the blood 
vessel on the right side of his 
body not fully formed. The 
only reason he hadn’t passed 
out – or worse – before was be-
cause of basketball. It helped 
keep him alive.

“The doctor said because 
I don’t drink or smoke and I 
work out that the left side of 
my heart developed so much 
muscle it allowed me to sur-
vive,” Hall said. “They showed 
me a picture of my heart and 
just looked like somebody had 

punched it. It was all shredded 
up.”

Hall had open heart sur-
gery just days after he passed 
out on the court, only a few 
hours before he was originally 
slated to be discharged from 
the hospital. And while it was 
terrifying and the prospect 
of recovery was intimidat-
ing, Hall knew it was simply 
another challenge for him to 
overcome. 

After all, that was normal 
him. 

Hall, who grew up in 
Brooklyn, went to three dif-
ferent high schools as a kid, 

struggling to find consistency 
or the dedication to stay in 
class. That changed his senior 
year when he moved in with 
his aunt and uncle. 

The rules were simple – go 
to class, get an allowance. So, 
Hall did just that. He went to 
class and, more importantly, 
went to the gym as well. 

And he started playing bas-
ketball. 

It was never serious, just a 
means of making friends, but 
two years after he graduated 
from Aspiration in 2010, Hall 
discovered basketball could 
also be a way out. 

“I met this guy, Tippy Mc-
Ternan, he’d get guys and 
help them out and get them in 
school,” Hall said.

“Tippy came up to me and 
told me I was ‘raw talent.’ I 
didn’t think I was that good,” 
Hall added, “and he asked me 
about playing college ball. I 
started laughing, I was like, 
I didn’t even play high school 
ball. You want me to play col-
lege ball?”

McTernan gave Hall the 
names of several coaches and 
Hall got in touch with Robert 
Haynes at Porterville College 
in California. 

Haynes asked Hall to send 
him a tape of his game, but he 
didn’t have any film. He didn’t 
have a team. So, Hall came up 
with a plan – he’d  make high-
lights. 

“I went in the gym and I 
asked my best friend to re-
cord me,” Hall said. “It was 
just me shooting the ball and 
dunking the door. That was 
my highlight tape. Shooting 
the ball in the gym by myself.”
It worked. 

Hall went to California in 
2013 – played two seasons at 
Porterville where he earned 
Rookie of the Year and all-
league honors. And when he 
was done, he wasn’t just a 
street ball player anymore. He 
was a true basketball player 

with a sense of confidence he’d 
never once possessed in high 
school. 

Hall had offers from a hand-
ful of Division I programs out 
of Porterville, but he wanted 
to come home and Queens Col-
lege was a solid fit. Two days 
after he sent in his commit-
ment letters, Hall collapsed on 
West 4th. 

Doctors told him after his 
surgery it would take four to 
six weeks to recover – he was 
back on the court in three. 

“I feel like I can breathe 
better,” Hall said of his post-
surgery game. “I used to be 
able to play basketball, but 
only for a short period of time 
and I’d be very winded. Now I 
can play all day.”

In his first seven games 
this season, Hall is averaging 
8.7 points, 2.4 rebounds and 1.6 
assists. It’s never been easy, 
but as far as Hall is concerned, 
easy wouldn’t be normal for 
him. 

And every challenge he’s 
faced has only fueled his fire, 
on and off the court. Now, 
he’s ready for whatever comes 
next. 

“I want to win this season. I 
want to make the tournament 
and see how far that takes us,” 
Hall said. “And then I see my-
self playing ball overseas. I 
think I’m good enough.”

Tyrone Hall was told he might not ever play basketball again after un-
dergoing open heart surgery in 2015. He’s averaging nearly 20 minutes a 
game at Queens College this season.  CNG / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

Shamorie Ponds wasn’t out for re-
venge. He just wanted to win. 

The St. John’s freshman wasn’t on 
the Red Storm roster when the squad 
was blown out in a lopsided loss to 
Fordham at Rose Hill Gymnasium last 
season and he wasn’t looking for some 
sort of on-court comeuppance Thurs-
day night. 

He simply wanted to provide a 
spark for the Storm and he did, lead-
ing St. John’s to a 90-62 victory over 
the Rams at Carnesecca Arena. 

Ponds finished with a game-high 26 
points, eclipsing his own career-high 
he set the game before. 

“This is our best game so far, tough-
ness-wise and intensity,” said Ponds, 
who also hauled in seven rebounds. 
“That was a good test. I wasn’t here last 
year, but I heard and I didn’t like it, so 
we’ve just got to have the same mental-
ity every game.”

Ponds shouldered a good brunt of 
the Red Storm’s offensive responsi-
bility as redshirt freshman Marcus 
LoVett was once again sidelined with 

an ankle injury. The point guard didn’t 
miss a step, sparking a St. John’s scor-
ing effort that shot 50 percent from the 
floor in the first half. 

“I always felt like Shamorie was the 
perfect guy for us,” St. John’s coach 
Chris Mullin said. “He performs on 
the big stage. His makeup’s built per-
fect for it.”

Fordham clawed back in the wan-

ing moments of the first half, making it 
a one-point game with just under three 
minutes left, but St. John’s responded 
in kind, going on an eight-point run to 
head into the break with a nine-point 
cushion.

Federico Mussini’s final-second 
three-point play highlighted the run 
and left Fordham searching for an-
swers. 

“We were so ready,” Mussini said 
of the showdown with Fordham. “We 
knew how it was last year, what hap-
pened there. So we tried to make sure 
everybody was ready to go out and play 
hard.”

St. John’s didn’t take its foot off 
the gas in the second half. In fact, the 
Red Storm seemed to settle into the 
gameplan as the clock ticked down and 
Ponds continued to help make things 
happen offensively. 

He dished out nine assists and, as a 
team, St. John’s racked up 24 helpers 
on its 32 field goals. 

“It’s not possible without my team-
mates,” Ponds said. “They make me 
feel comfortable, make me feel wel-
come. And without them I don’t know 

how we’d be doing.”
St. John’s opened up a 22-point lead 

with just over eight minutes left to play 
– on a Ponds to Tariq Owens lob – and 
the Red Storm never looked back. 

“A lot of the credit probably goes to 
Shamorie Ponds,” Fordham coach Jeff 
Neubauer said. “We saw him play in 
AAU, thought he was terrific and he’s 
much better than that.”

By the final whistle, 10 different St. 
John’s players had put points on the 
board, including rarely-seen sopho-
more Elijah Holifield, who hit a three 
with just seconds remaining on the 
clock.

It wasn’t a revenge game, at least 
not technically, but it was a big-time 
win for the Storm. 

“After the season we had last year, 
we’ve got motivation to last the rest 
of our lives,” Mullin said. “When you 
lose, no matter how it is, it should 
bother you. But that’s not going to win 
the game, it takes preparation and ex-
ecution. I think they’re starting to get 
that.”

St. John’s freshman guard Shamorie Ponds 
led the Red Storm to a lopsided 90-62 vic-
tory over Fordham at Carnesecca Arena on 
Thursday.  Photo by Robert Cole

Red Storm blows past Fordham in Bronx

Hoops a life-saver for Queens College junior
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access to adequate park space and 
recreational opportunities for their 
families,” U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “The renova-
tion of Astoria Heights Playground is 

welcome news for a community that 
long pushed to see improvements at 
the heavily used playground and I’m 
thrilled that work is now officially un-
derway.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

maintained. He cited Jamaica Avenue’s 
high car and bus traffic as a reason for 
continual upkeep.

“Because of how vital it is to the 
transportation infrastructure of south-
east Queens, Jamaica Avenue should 
undergo regular resurfacing to repair 
the damage caused by heavy commer-
cial traffic,” he said.

Jamaica Avenue is an extremely 
busy thoroughfare, stretching from 
Nassau County into Brooklyn. The 
avenue cuts straight through down-
town Jamaica, near the Long Island 
Rail Road stations and the AirTrain 
to John F. Kennedy International Air-
port. Miller and others said the calls 
for repaving along the avenue had been 
going on for about 10 years.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

tiative itself, drew the endorsement of 
Borough President Melinda Katz.

“Long Island City is a logical place 
to be the nation’s next great tech hub, 
so that neighborhood will therefore 
have much to gain from the ‘LifeSci 
NYC’ program,” Katz said. “The en-
tire borough of Queens will also ben-

efit from the good quality jobs that 

will be created under this initiative. 
Mayor de Blasio and the New York City 
Economic Development Corporation 
deserve to be commended for spear-
heading and generously investing to 
turn Queens and the entire city into 
a welcome home for the life sciences 
industry, one of the key industries 
driving the 21st century economy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

tor in Berlin.
Season six will see Mathison a few 

months after the last episode living in 
Brooklyn and working for a foundation 
providing aid to Muslim immigrants. 

“Homeland” has won five Golden 
Globe Awards, including two for Best 
Performance by an Actress in a Televi-
sion Series - Drama for Claire Danes’ 

performance; one for Best Television 
Series - Drama; and another for Best 
Performance by an Actor in a Televi-
sion Series - Drama going to Damian 
Lewis.

The series also took home Primetime 
Emmy Awards for Outstanding Writ-
ing in a Drama Series and Outstanding 
Lead Actress in a Drama Series.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 20 

Homeland

Continued from Page 2 

New campus

Continued from Page 2 

Repaving

Filming for the hit Showtime drama” Homeland” took place in Oakland Gardens last week. 
 Courtesy of Showtime

Playgorund
Continued from Page 20

The mayor unveils a $500 million initiative to establish the city as a leader in life sciences 
research and innovation and spur new jobs. Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Ed Reed

complaint said.
Wright and Roberts then got into a 

struggle and Roberts and the unknown 
suspect fired multiple times, according 
to the complaint. Wright sustained five 
gunshot wounds, and Floyd-Wright 
was shot in the left shoulder, prosecu-
tors said. Wright is recovering from 
surgery he underwent to treat his 
wounds.

Police said the suspects fled the 
home after the incident. Police re-
sponded at about 6:56 p.m. to find the 
wounded couple. Both Wright and 
Floyd-Wright were taken to Jamaica 
Hospital to treat their injuries. Floyd-
Wright managed to attack one of the 
assailants with a hammer after they 
broke into the home, according to the 
New York Post.

Wright has been a corrections of-

ficer for 35 years, according to the 
New York State Correctional Officers 
& Police Benevolent Association. The 
group announced a $25,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of whoever shot the couple.

Police were still seeking the sec-
ond individual involved in the attack, 
according to the NYPD. Anyone with 
information about the incident was en-
couraged to call NYPD Crime Stoppers 
at 1 (800) 577-TIPS or to submit tips on-
line at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Invasion
Continued from Page 1
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LATE

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee 
resp. for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’17 Corolla $4,726/$12,615; ’17 Camry SE $5,066/$14,957; ’17 
RAV4 $5,746/$17,657; ’17 Sienna $8,806/$19,986. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = Down pymt 
(’17 Corolla=$2,039; ’17 Camry=$2,774; ’17 RAV4=$3,169; ’17 Sienna=$3,459) OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec 
dep (waived by TFS). ’17 Corollla: $1000, ’17 Camry: $500, ’17 RAV4: $500 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. First 2 payments to be 
paid by Westbury Toyota. (2)On approved credit. (3)Estimated Retail Value: $495. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months= 
$17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualifi ed 
buyers. (5) From the original date of fi rst use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip 
errors. Must take retail delivery by 12-31-2016. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

COROLLA
 LE

Stk#N70594, Mod#1852,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 

a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/
winds/ lcks. MSRP $20,024.  

$2,039 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,039 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

(1) 
(2)

WestburyToyota.com

NO PAYMENTS
UNTIL FEB 2017

REMOTE START
INCLUDED

WITH EVERY PURCHASE (3)

8 Passenger

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE 

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 
a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  
$2,774 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,774 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$149 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD 

Stk#N71047, Mod#4432,  
4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks.  

MSRP $27,589. 
$3,169 Due at Signing. 

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,169 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$169 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

SIENNA 
LE FWD

Stk#N70295, Mod#5338,  6cyl, 
auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ 
winds/lcks. MSRP $33,875.  

$3,459 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,459 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$259(1) 
(2)

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

$139
  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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