
BY MARK HALLUM

Three years after city snow plows destroyed 
the curb in front of All Saints Episcopal Church in 
Bayside, the Department of Transportation still has 

BY BILL PARRY

Elmhurst has its li-
brary back and hundreds 
of community members 
turned out for a ceremonial 
ribbon-cutting and flag-

raising Tuesday.
 The new $32.4 million 

Elmhurst Community Li-
brary at 86-01 Broadway is 
nearly double the size of the 
original at 32,000 square 
feet, with four fully accessi-

ble levels for library service, 
separate adult, teen and 
children’s library spaces, 
and an adult learning cen-
ter on its own level.

“The new Elmhurst 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Indo-Caribbean commu-
nity held a vigil Sunday at Naresa 
Lounge in South Ozone Park in 
honor of Rajwantie Baldeo, the 
Guyanese woman who was nearly 
decapitated on the streets of Rich-
mond Hill, allegedly by her jealous 
husband. 

The vigil was organized by 
Jahajee Sisters, an organization 
aimed at promoting gender equal-
ity in the Indo-Caribbean commu-
nity. 

Baldeo’s husband, Prem Ramp-
ersaud, was charged with her Dec. 
5 murder, authorities said. Accord-
ing to police, Baldeo had finished 
her shift at a nearby restaurant 
when she met up with Ramper-
saud. As the couple approached the 
corner of 124th Street and 103rd 
Avenue, Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said they began to 
argue and Rampersaud began stab-
bing her in the throat, abdomen 
and shoulder.

Police said there were two wit-
nesses who observed the crime and 
saw Rampersaud sawing at her 
neck with a knife.  An ambulance 
took Baldeo to Jamaica Hospital, 

BY BILL PARRY

 As New York City experienced 
its seventh consecutive year of 
tourism growth, welcoming an all-
time record 60.3 million visitors by 
year’s end, a new study finds tour-
ists spent more than $5 billion in 
Queens last year bringing big ben-

efits to transportation, food, recre-
ation and hotel industries.

According to a report released 
last Friday by a study group at the 
Jonathan M. Tisch Center for Hos-
pitality and Tourism at the NYU 
School of Professional Studies, 
tourism brought $5.3 billion to the 
borough in 2015 supporting 56,816 

jobs and generating nearly $753 
million in state and local taxes. 
Due directly to this activity, one in 
16 of all jobs in Queens is sustained 
by tourism.

“We’ve never seen numbers 
like this before. It’s unbelievable,” 
Queens Economic Development 
Corporation Director of Market-

ing & Tourism Rob MacKay said. 
“The visitors come here once, they 
love it and want to come back and 
they tell their friends about it. As a 
moment in time, Queens has never 
experienced tourism like this.”

The study shows the transpor-
tation sector garnered the lion’s 
share of the largess with nearly 40 
percent, or more than $2.2 billion, 
driven by the borough’s 78 taxi 
companies. Recreation venues, led 
by Resorts World Casino New York 
City, got 21 percent or just more 
than $1.1 billion; the food-and-bev-
erage industry took 11 percent, or 
nearly $615 million; and sports fa-
cilities attracted 10.8 percent, just 
over $615 million.

The borough has 111 hotels, 
4,032 restaurants and 27 shopping 
centers. Tourists are drawn to 
more than 100 cultural, athletic, 
and recreational attractions and 
five beaches in Queens.

“People know about us and 
they’re having a great time here,” 
MacKay said.

QEDC data shows tourists from 
England lead the way in visiting 
Queens, followed by China, Ger-
many, France, Holland and Cana-
da.

“And Queens is rapidly becom-
ing more popular with Brazil and 
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S. Ozone Park 
holds vigil for 
murdered wife 

Spiffy Elmhurst Library opensBayside church awaits 
overdue curb repairs 

Tourism: an engine for borough
Study finds foreign visitors spent $5.3 billion on food, recreation, lodging and transportation in Queens last year

A picture of frustration, Cardozo’s excitable Ron Naclerio is this close to becoming the winningest high-school bas-
ketball coach in state history. One problem: John Bowne upset his team last week denying him win No. 755 and a 
spot in the record books, at least for a little while. See story on Page 9. 
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Hundred of Elmhurst residents wach 
elected and Queens Library officials cut 
the ribbon opening the new Elmhurst 
Community Library. 
 Courtesy od NYC Department of Design 

and Construction
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY BILL PARRY

The founder of an 
Elmhurt-based Christian 
non-profit had been trying 
to visit with the 30 homeless 
men living at the Maspeth 
Holiday Inn Express since 
the city moved them in Oct. 
10. When Lester Lin, 33, was 
told volunteers from City 
Mission could spend time 
with the residents one day 
last week, he made sure they 
would not go to the hotel 
empty-handed. 

Lin and several high 
school students from the 
Maspeth area got to work 
preparing care packages 
containing hats, gloves, toi-
letries and holiday greetings. 
As the City Mission group 
waited in the hotel lobby on 
the afternoon of Dec. 15, only 
a handful of the residents ar-
rived to meet them.

“I was surprised when I 
was told the rest of the men 
were still at work,” Lin said. 
“These men have full-time 
jobs and many of them have 

held them for more than a 
decade. These are middle-
class people who can’t afford 
to live in New York City and 
they end up in shelters. It’s 
horrible.”

 And for the men in the 
Maspeth hotel, it was worse 
as they were subjected to pro-
tests each weekend in front of 
the hotel for nearly a month, 
until the Maspeth-Middle 

Village Task Force voted to 
stop the rallies on Dec. 2. Lin 
said the damage was done.

“One resident, Tyshem 
Gordon, told me the racket 
of them banging pots and us-

ing sirens would keep him 
awake, and he works the 
night shift,” Lin said. “And 
when he would leave to go to 
work, he’d use the back door 
to avoid problems and sneak 
to the front to catch his bus. 
People can be so judgmental 
and wrong. I think when I see 
people that have no voice and 
no one sticking up for them, I 
want to defend them.”

What began with a simple 
barbecue for families living 
at the Elmhurst shelter in a 
nearby church parking lot 
in that summer of 2014  has 
grown into a youth move-
ment with monthly events 
and holiday parties in nu-
merous shelters and hotels 
across the borough.

As Chan handed a gift 
to one of the residents at 
the Holiday Inn Express, 
Ryan said, “We wanted to 
give back a little because we 
know how hard things have 
been for you.”

Later, he said, “I just hope 
they feel a bit of love, espe-
cially at this time of year.”

Steven, from Brooklyn, 

lost his home after it was 
declared unsafe from water 
damage and has not found af-
fordable housing despite his 
full-time job at JCPenney.

“I’ve seen those protests 
every night and I have to 
say this reception is a lot 
nicer,” he said. “It’s very nice 
of them to take the time for 
us. Real nice around Christ-
mas.”

Tyrone Burton, 52, lost 
his home in Jamaica when 
his relationship broke up. 
He was also unable to find af-
fordable housing despite hav-
ing a full-time job at Macy’s 
for 16 years.

“It’s really tough out 
there,” he said. “I just can’t 
afford $1,200 for a little stu-
dio apartment, and I can’t 
imagine what a one-bedroom 
apartment would cost, but I 
keep looking.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Mission volunteer Ryan Chang delivers gifts to homeless men, including Carl Brennan (r) at the 
Holiday Inn Express in Maspeth. Photo by Bill Parry

BY GINA MARTINEZ

On a rainy Sunday af-
ternoon with the contro-
versial Maspeth Holiday 
Inn as the backdrop, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D- Bay-
side) announced his run 
for mayor. The location 
was no coincidence.

In his announcement, 
tackling the homeless cri-
sis was one of Avella’s ma-
jor platforms, and most of 
the nearly 100 support-
ers were protesters from 
Queens who opposed the 
conversion of hotels into 
shelters. 

In his speech Avella 
said he plans on com-
bating homelessness by 
making New York City 
more affordable to live 
in. There are currently 
60,000 homeless people 

throughout the city.  
The Maspeth Holi-

day Inn has become the 
epicenter of New York’s 
homeless conversation. 
De Blasio had planned on 
housing 220 families in 
the hotel in October with-
out consulting residents 
and in retaliation, Mas-
peth residents have held 
town hall meetings and 
protested every day un-
til recently, even taking 
buses packed with protes-
tors to the home of Steven 
Banks, commissioner of 
the Department of Home-
less Services, in Brook-
lyn. There are currently 
78 homeless men staying 
at the 55th Road hotel.

“I believe we have 
reached a crossroad in the 
direction our city should 
be taking,” Avella said. 

“Under Mayor de Blasio 
we have more homeless 
than ever - our taxes con-
tinue to rise and it is more 
expensive to live here 
than ever before, all of 
this, while our quality of 
life fades away. I believe it 
is time for a change. It is 
time to eliminate the cor-
ruption at City Hall where 
campaign consultants/
lobbyists sit at the table. 
It is time for the people of 
this city to be at the table. 
It is time to stop dumping 
homeless families and 
individuals in hotels and 
motels throughout the 
city without support ser-
vices and the prospect of 
stable long-term housing 
and without community 
notification or involve-
ment. It is time to make 
New York City more af-

fordable to live, so fami-
lies can thrive and se-
nior citizens can afford 
to retire in the city they 
helped build.”

Avella also said he 
would adopt the 2 percent 
property tax cap, prop-
erly fund school capital 
and expense projects so 
that students have up-to-
date technology, and give 
communities a bigger say 
in what happens in their 
neighborhoods as opposed 
to de Blasio’s “top down 
planning approach”

Miley Wang, a resident 
of Elmhurst for 30 years, 
said she supported Avella 
because of his support 
for  the Pan Am hotel pro-
testers years ago. Avella 
was a vocal opponent of 
the Elmhurst hotel being 
used as a shelter.

Nancy Telesca, a re-
tired teacher who has 
lived in Maspeth for 40 
years, is also backing 
Avella for his stance on 
the homeless shelter cri-
sis. 

“I’ve been here picket-
ing this Holiday Inn since 
August, when we found 
out they were going to 
turn this into a shelter 
without really giving us 
a say in the community,” 
she said, “Bob Holden, 
Anthony Nunziato, Brian 
Barnwell, we all come 
here. We’re not against 
the homeless people, 
we’re against Mayor de 
Blasio’s policies because 
he’s not doing anything 
the right way to help peo-
ple. We have been picket-
ing every night. Someone 
called me to say Tony 

Avella has been very in-
strumental, he’s been 
with us all along whereas 
our own people, you know 
(City Councilwoman Eliz-
abeth) Crowley and them 
aren’t. So I’m supporting 
him because I feel that he 
will do a much better job 
than Mayor de Blasio, I’m 
very sorry, but I have no 
great love for him or his 
polices, and I do want to 
see a change.” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Avella declares his run for mayor at Holiday Inn Express

Maspeth youth provide gifts to homeless
High school volunteers arrive at Holiday Inn shelter only to find most of the men who live there are at work and too busy to join in the festivities
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718-263-0136
Learn more at 

www.drhleap.com

Carlos Hleap, M.D.
OBGYN - FACOG 

Announcing

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

110-34 70TH ROAD

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

Servicing the community for over 20 YEARS!

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The interim principal 
of Townsend Harris High 
School has got to go, ac-
cording to frustrated par-
ents.

The school’s Parent-
Teacher Association 
passed a resolution calling 
for the immediate removal 
of interim Principal Rose-
marie Jahoda during a 
meeting held at the school 
Dec. 15, and Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz and Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) also called on the 
city Department of Educa-
tion to restart the process 
of finding a permanent 
principal, pursuant to the 
parents’ wishes.

“In more than 20 years 
in elected office I have 
not been inundated with so 
much material around the 
process of picking a prin-
cipal,” Katz wrote in a let-
ter to Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña. She asked 
the DOE to respond to con-
cerns about Jahoda. “I am 
requesting the Department 
of Education to send a high-
ranking official to address 
the teachers, parents and 
students and answer any 
questions regarding the 
current choice of princi-
pal.”

The resolution follows 
a sit-in protest by some 
students Dec. 8, which was 
filmed and posted online 
by The Classic, the school’s 
newspaper. Parents and stu-
dents alike said they were 
dismayed by the video and 
disheartened by the conver-
sations between students 
and District 25 Deputy 
Superintendent Leticia Pi-
neiro, who was visiting the 
school that day. Parents and 
students said she was dis-
missive and rude.

“We very much feel we 
have a role to stand up for 
what we think is right,” a 
student who spoke at the 
meeting said. “We are pro-
tecting our school and our 
values.”

Jahoda attended the first 
half of the meeting to offer 

brief remarks and answer 
questions from concerned 
parents. Jahoda said there 
had not been any signifi-
cant policy changes, and 
she did not know students 
and teachers were uncom-
fortable approaching her. 

She also said a previ-
ous accusation of intimida-
tion and harassment she 
received when an assistant 
principal at Bronx High 
School of Science was un-
founded. In 2010, a fact-find-
ing arbiter noted that 20 out 
of 22 math teachers under 
Jahoda’s supervision at 
Bronx Science accused her 
of creating an intimidat-
ing atmosphere, though the 
DOE chose not to take any 
action against Jahoda.

Jahoda was installed 
as interim principal of 
Townsend Harris in Au-
gust, after Principal Antho-
ny Barbetta left. The PTA 
also passed a resolution urg-
ing the DOE not to consider 
Jahoda for the permanent 
position.  A spokesman for 
the DOE said in a statement 
that the search was ongoing 
through the “C-30” process.

“Principal hiring and 
assignment decisions are 
made by the superinten-
dent in accordance with the 
Chancellor’s Regulations, 
and based on consultations 

with members of the school 
community,” he said. “We 
listen closely to the feed-
back and concerns of all 
school communities and 
engage them as part of the 
C-30 process.”

PTA members were 
concerned that District 
25 Superintendent Elaine 
Lindsey will press to install 
Jahoda permanently, based 
on the belief by some par-
ents that Lindsey helped Ja-
hoda land the interim posi-
tion after her controversial 
tenure in the Bronx.

The resolution called 
for independent oversight 
of the C-30 process and said 
Townsend Harris should 
“no longer be a part of the 
school district” led by Lind-
sey and Pineiro.

Several teachers spoke 
during the meeting, in-
cluding Franco Scardino, a 
social studies teacher and 
chapter leader for the Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers. 

“Rosemarie Jahoda has 
not taken the time to get to 
know the school,” Scardino 
said. “She does not take 
ownership for mistakes and 
actions that occurred.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Interim Principal Rosemarie Jahoda speaks to a PTA meeting at 
Townsend Harris High School. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Townsend Harris PTA
wants Jahoda removed
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ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY MARK HALLUM

The plans to construct 
three additional struc-
tures on vacant green 
space adjacent to Bell 
Apartments in Bay Ter-
race have changed to ac-
commodate about 36 two-
family homes, according 
to the architect.

Bell Apartments is a 
five six-story building, 
300-unit co-op located 
near Bay Terrace Shop-
ping Center.

Anthony Colletti, chief 
operating officer for Cord 
Meyer, said the original 
plans were scrapped for 
reasons of feasibility and 
community opposition.

Shareholders at the 
presentation in Janu-
ary told Cord Meyer war 
stories about the current 
parking situation and 
that adding 187 extra 
households would create 
too much deadlock, even 
with a new underground 
garage to match the num-

ber of units. Residents 
were relieved when the 
development company re-
duced the plan to 36 two-
family buildings, Colletti 
said.

“It didn’t make sense 
for us either,” Colletti 
said. “It wasn’t work-
ing out financially, so 
we scaled it down and 
[the shareholders] were 
thrilled.”

Since the unveiling 
of the initial plans, the 
community has been in-
formed of all new devel-
opments, according to 
Colletti, who added that 
elected officials such as 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
were kept informed as 
well.

Permits filed with the 
Dept. of Buildings were 
originally in line with 
plans presented to Bell 
Apartments’ sharehold-
ers by Cord Meyer and 
the co-op’s board of di-

rectors back in January, 
but Morali Architecture 
is currently working on a 
new design.  

The new plans fill out 
the remaining available 
space within the property 
at 211-35 23rd Ave. by as 
much as 4,778 square feet.

The unveiling of the 
plans had been controver-
sial initially.

Advocates of the origi-

nal plan in January said 
developing the green-
space presented an op-
portunity for sharehold-
ers to negotiate and later 
buy the land from Cord 
Meyer outright. Metro 
Management, which over-
sees all business for the 
co-op, claimed co-op own-
ers could see a 20 percent 
to 25 percent increase in 
the value of their invest-

ment. 
The face that share-

holders learned about the 
plan from a local newspa-
per before the board or 
the development company 
could inform them was 
also among the griev-
ances.

A Bayside Times ar-
ticle published in Decem-
ber 2015 about the initial 
plans the board and Cord 
Meyer had presented to 
the Bay Terrace Com-
munity Alliance leaders 
was the first time many 
residents of the co-op had 
heard of the construction 
plans. Metro Management 
had criticized the story as 
premature in a letter to 
its shareholders. But resi-
dents responded that the 
only premature aspect 
to the story was that it 
was the first time any of 
them had heard about the 
plans to build in the open, 
grassy patch of land.

Metro Management 
principal David Baron 

said at the January share-
holder meeting that he 
was waiting for the ever-
changing plans to mature 
before informing resi-
dents.

“We didn’t tell you 
about all our discussions, 
because each time was 
very different with essen-
tially a whole new plan 
each time,” Baron said.

Conchita Brathwaite, 
a member of the Coalition 
of Concerned Sharehold-
ers at Bell Apartments, 
claimed shareholders dis-
cussed removing Baron 
from the board over lack 
of transparency involv-
ing assessment costs, 
among other allegations, 
in September 2015.

Renderings of the new 
plan will be available in 
the coming weeks.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Plans now are to build 36 two-family townhouses on this lot in Bay 
Terrace, instead of three large apartment houses.   Google Earth

36 two-family homes planned for Bay Terrace
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BY LAURA AMATO

John Tsapelas looked 
up at the scoreboard and 
couldn’t quite believe what 
he was seeing.

The John Bowne boys’ 
basketball coach was a bit 
stunned by his squad’s per-
formance Tuesday night, 
cruising to a 99-79 victory 
over Cardozo. He was also 
incredibly proud.

It was a statement victory 
for the Wildcats, a team that 
moved up to ‘AA’ this sea-
son and one that kept ‘Dozo 
coach Ron Naclerio away 
from history. The longtime 
Judges leader came into the 
PSAL matchup tied with Ed 
Petrie for the most public-
school wins in New York 
state.

“I really didn’t have 
words. I kept looking at the 
scoreboard and I wasn’t 
sure that I was looking at it 
right,” Tsapelas said. “Then 
towards the middle of the 
third quarter, I’m just look-
ing at the seconds tick down. 

No fouls, let’s not stop this 
clock, just keep it moving.”

The Wildcats were well 
aware of Naclerio’s possible 
run at history and the squad 
knew it was an underdog 
coming into the matchup. 
That, of course, only fueled 

the team’s collective fire. 
“We knew that SNY and 

all of NYCH was coming, 
so we had to put on a show,” 
said senior Christian Hinck-
son, who finished with 21 
points. “You can’t come in 
our house and win.”

Bowne came out firing 
on all cylinders from the get-
go, draining three straight 
shots from behind the arc 
for the squad’s first points 
of the game. The Wildcats 
wrapped up the first quarter 
on a 15-point run, jumping 

out to a 33-7 lead after the 
opening eight minutes.

“We just wanted to play 
hard,” said sophomore Ale-
jandro Vasquez, who fin-
ished with a team-high 30 
points. “We had that intensi-
ty in the first, so we just kept 
going and we kept playing.”

Bowne boasted a serious 
height advantage at nearly 
every position, forcing Car-
dozo to play three bigs at 
certain points in the game. 

And the Wildcats used 
that disparity on the boards, 
limiting the Judges to one-
and-one shots and keeping 
their own possessions alive. 

Hinckson led the charge 
on the block with 13 re-
bounds, while Kareem Reid 
chipped in 12 of his own in 
addition to blocking eight 
shots.

“We know [Cardozo] can 
shoot it, we know that they 
wanted to turn this into a 
track meet,” Tsapelas said. 
“We wanted to start off by 
pushing the ball down low 
and in the paint and see 
what happens from there.”

The Judges did their best 
to claw back into the game - 
sparked by Dejavanaugh Ut-
ley’s 33-point performance 
- but it was too little, too late 
and Naclerio couldn’t help 
but be a little disappointed.

“You figured a couple 
of kids would wake up and 
the kids didn’t wake up,” he 
said. “We found one or two 
kids might be a bit more ‘me’ 
kids instead of ‘we’ kids.”

Bowne put four players 
in double figures, but there 
wasn’t a single star and 
that’s exactly what the Wild-
cats want. This is a team that 
wants to build on its success 
with a team-first mindset, 
determined to prove itself at 
the next level.

There wasn’t any history 
made, but the Wildcats still 
felt as if this was a state-
ment.

“This is a big win for 
us because they were a big 
team,” Vasquez said. “But 
we’re not new to the game, 
we’re just new to the divi-
sion.”

This was supposed to the night Cardozo’s Ron Naclerio became the winningest coach in 
state history , but John Bowne spoiled it, beating the Judges by a sobering 20 points.  

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Astoria parents in School 

District 30 have set off a 
firestorm by questioning 
whether elementary stu-
dents who attend PS 122 will 
have automatic enrollment 
in the school’s “Gifted & Tal-
ented” middle school classes, 
a policy in place since a 
memorandum released by 
the Department of Education 
in 2013. 

Numerous elected of-
ficials  have sided with PS 
122 to keep the program 
in its current form, but 
some parents in the district 
whose children do not at-
tend schools with automatic 
enrollment want to see more 
available G&T seats.

News of the potential 
change came in a letter sent 
by Superintendent Dr. Philip 

A. Composto sent Dec. 8.
“In conjunction with 

Community District Educa-
tion Council 30, and after 
consultation with parents, 
we have made the determi-
nation that all of our stu-
dents deserve equal access 
to middle school G&T seats,” 
he wrote in the letter dated 
Dec. 8.

PS 122, located at 21-21 
Ditmas Blvd., is a K-8 school 
with elementary classes 
for general and special 
education and  G&T classes 
through 8th grade. Any stu-
dent enrolled in PS 122’s el-
ementary G&T program au-
tomatically enrolls  into the 
school’s middle-school G&T 
program, according to the 
2013 memo. 

Community Education 
Council 30 Co-President Deb-
orah Alexander said the po-

tential change stemmed from 
questions parents raised to 
the CEC about G&T enroll-
ment. The 2013 memo phased 
out automatic enrollment 
for all students in District 
30 by 2019, except for those 
enrolled in PS 122, although 
Composto’s letter suggested 
extending automatic enroll-
ment by one year if it was to 
be discontinued for PS 122 
kids. In District 30, there 
are four G&T middle-school-
classes at PS 122 and two at 
IS 126.  Automatic enroll-
ment of PS 122 takes up one 
of the six available classes, 
Alexander said. 

Composto’s letter blind-
sided parents and lawmak-
ers. State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
said she had been assured 
that the 2013 agreement was 
still in place for the time be-

ing, but did not know how 
long that would be the case.

“I wholeheartedly support 
and I’m fighting for PS 122 to 
maintain its K-8 Gifted and 
Talented program, which 
has produced leaders in our 
community for almost three 
decades,” she said. “Every 
student should have access to 
a classroom that meets their 
academic needs. That means 
programs like the Academy 
at PS 122 should be a model 
for other schools and should 
not be disturbed.”

Keeping PS 122’s automat-
ic enrollment would mean 
fewer seats would be avail-
able for other enrollees in 
the district, and Alexander 
said that many students in 
the district who would ben-
efit from a G&T atmosphere 
might not be able to enroll if 
automatic enrollment con-

tinued. Students could also 
benefit from the additional 
assessment that would hap-
pen if automatic enrollment 
were removed, she said. 

“The parents are push-
ing for this automatic ar-
ticulation sometimes to the 
detriment of the children,” 
she said. She also said she 
worried that some parents 
viewed the G&T program as 
a “golden ticket” as opposed 
to a form of specialized edu-
cation.

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz expressed 
her support for PS 122 par-
ents in a letter to Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
sent Dec. 19.

“Our parents made life de-
cisions based on assurances 
of current policies by the De-
partment of Education,” she 
wrote. “Parents who have 

reached out to my office have 
expressed the position that 
they chose PS 122Q for their 
children primarily because 
of the auto-articulation into 
middle school.” 

Simotas, along with U.S. 
Rep Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and other elected 
officials also sent a letter to 
Fariña in support of PS 122 
parents. A DOE spokesman 
said it was exploring poten-
tial changes, but would con-
tinue discussions with the 
community after the winter 
break. 

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Pols oppose District 30’s  gifted & talented changes

John Bowne defeats Cardozo 99-79
Wildcats thwart Coach Naclerio’s attempt to secure New York’s public school win record
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BY BILL PARRY

The Durst Organiza-
tion has acquired the 
Queens Plaza Park devel-
opment site alongside the 
landmarked Clock Tower 
building and will press 
forward with construc-
tion of the largest sky-
scaper in Queens.

The site was purchased 
from a joint venture be-
tween Kevin Maloney’s 
Property Markets Group 
and Kamran Hakim for 
$167 million.

The original plan for 
the site included condo-
minium residences, but 
Durst intends to build 
a million-square-foot, 
1,000-unit residential 
tower under the proposed 
421-a tax abatement pro-
gram if it passes.

The proposed 421-a 
program requires that 
at least 25 percent of the 
units be affordable.

In addition to the tow-
er, the site will include a 
half-acre public park and 
a renovated entrance to 
the Queens Plaza subway 
station.

As part of the transac-
tion, the Durst Organiza-
tion purchased the Clock 
Tower building.

“This is an extraordi-
nary site with spectacu-
lar views and outstanding 
mass transit connectiv-
ity,” Durst Organization 
President Jonathan Durst 
said.

“The project provides 

us with the opportunity 
to build much needed 
market-rate and afford-
able housing and to make 
long-term investments in 
New York City that have 
been the bedrock of The 
Durst Organization’s suc-
cess for more than 100 
years.”

The original develop-
ers spent years acquir-
ing the land for the proj-
ect and reached a deal 
with the MTA for 478,000 
square feet of air rights 
for $56 million that al-
lowed the joint venture 
Queens Plaza Develop-
ment LLC to increase the 
size of the tower from 38 
stories to 77. 

The project stalled and 
Maloney told The New 
York Times, “we didn’t 
have the horsepower to 
get it done.”

The Durst Organiza-
tion, which built One 
World Trade Center, the 
tallest building in the 
Western Hemisphere, had 
also planned the $1.5 bil-
lion Hallets Point mega-
project in Astoria, which 
would have built five 
buildings and 2,400 apart-
ments, 484 of them afford-
able. 

But the company scaled 
the plan back to just one 
building after the 421-a 
program was allowed to 
expire last January.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced Nov. 10 that 
he had brokered a deal 
between the Real Estate 

Board of New York and 
the Building Construc-
tion Trades Council of 
Greater New York to re-
vive the 421-a program.

The deal still needs the 
approval of lawmakers in 
Albany and the next leg-
islative session does not 
begin until January.

Cuomo’s call for a spe-
cial session have gone un-
heeded. Meanwhile, The 
Durst Organization looks 
forward to getting start-

ing on the project at 29-37 
41st St.

“We look forward to 
joining, and working 
with, our new neighbors 
in Long Island City,” 
Durst said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Durst Organization bought the Clock Tower building develop-
ment site in Long Island City and plans to build a 1,000-unit resi-
dential rental tower. Rendering courtesy 6sqft

BY MARK HALLUM

Motorists will no lon-
ger need to rush to feed the 
meter. 

The launch of ParkNYC, 
a mobile payment system 
for on-street parking, was 
announced by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
and Parkmobile, LLC, a 
private vendor. With the 
first phase of the launch 
starting in Midtown Man-
hattan, all 85,000 parking 
spots served by Muni-
Meters will be available 
to ParkNYC users by the 
summer of 2017.

“The rollout schedule 
is still being determined, 
but we are on an aggres-
sive timetable to getting 
ParkNYC to all neighbor-
hoods citywide, including 
Queens, by this summer,” 
DOT Chief Communica-
tions Officer Christopher 
Browne said.

At the demonstration of 
the program on Monday, 
Trottenberg  noted that 
Muni-Meters would stay 
in place for New Yorkers 
who wish to opt out of the 
new service and that park-
ing rates and time limits 
would remain unchanged.

DOT commissioner 
Polly Trottenburg dem-
onstrated how ParkNYC 
works by using a smart 
phone at a metered park-
ing spot in Manhattan 
Monday. The information 
from a user’s licence plate 
is relayed through the pro-

gram where motorists pay 
for parking on held-held de-
vices used by NYPD traffic 
enforcement officers.

“Parking in New York 
City can be a challenge, 
but ParkNYC will make it 
just a bit easier,” said de 
Blasio. 

Users can access the 
service by downloading 
the app on their mobile 
device or by going to www.
parknyc.org on a computer. 
Each account must be tied 
to a licence plate number, 
and works much like EZ-
Pass, a press release from 
the Mayor’s office said. 

From there, parking 
can be purchased or re-
newed. Mobile notifica-
tions can be turned on 
to alert users of expiring 
time limits and extend.

“The ParkNYC mobile 
payment system will make 
parking easier for every-
day New Yorkers,” said 
Council member Costa 
Constantinides. “This fair 
and convenient solution 
will help more drivers ex-
tend their parking time be-
fore their meter runs out, 
avoiding tickets and fees.”

Signs identifying each 
block-side with a six digit 
code will be available to 
tell users which zone they 
are parked in to buy park-
ing permits accordingly.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

De Blasio launches 
mobile parking app

Clock Tower development site 
purchased by Durst Organization
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From the staff at St. John’s Cemetery

80-01 Metropolitan Avenue Middle Village, N.Y.  11379 • (718) 894-4888 • www.ccbklyn.org

Merry Christmas
With Prayerful Rememberence 

Of Those We Love

May The Peace And Blessings Of 
Christmas 

Be With You Always

BY BILL PARRY

Santiago Bonilla, the 
owner of Love Bakery and 
Cafe, is fighting a $300 
summons for an unclean 
sidewalk for garbage he 
couldn’t clean because 
it was lodged beneath an 
parked car. Two years 
ago, the owner of the deli 
next door was issued a 
summons for the same 
reason.

Last week their neigh-
bor on Junction Boule-
vard, state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst), 
unveiled a measure re-
quiring city agencies 
to obtain photographic 
evidence when issuing 
summonses for certain 
civil violations that are 
reviewed by the city’s 
Office of Administrative 
Trails and Hearings.

“This legislation is 
about fairness, it is about 
transparency. This is 
another example of how 
government can catch up 

with technology,” Per-
alta said. “New Yorkers 
already document every-
day life situations with 
their cell phones or other 
electronic devices. There 
is no reason that enforce-
ment officers cannot have 
proof of a violation by 
snapping a quick photo 
with a cell phone or tab-
let.”

Peralta’s bill would 
mandate that city agen-
cies develop a list of viola-
tions where photographs 
could serve as evidence 
of violations, such as 
the presence of vermin 
at eateries, or states of 
disrepair that violate 
the city’s Construction 
Code.  The accumulation 
of garbage on sidewalks, 
for example, as well as 
vermin and disrepair, all 
lend themselves to proof 
through the use of pho-
tos by enforcement offi-
cials, he said. Once a city 
agency determines that 
a particular violation 

should appear on a list of 
those covered by the leg-
islation, a photograph of 
the conditions underly-
ing the violation must be 
obtained.

Using the website al-
ready maintained by 

OATH, respondents will 
then have the ability to 
easily view photographs 
collected by enforcement 
officials, should they 
wish to proceed with an 
appeal.

“While justice dictates 

that respondents should 
have the ability to ascer-
tain the nature of the evi-
dence against them, it is 
also important that the 
city is able to prove its 
case and uphold a sum-
mons when it has been 
properly issued,” Peralta 
said. “The use of photo-
graphic evidence will 
level the playing field and 
allow all parties to accu-
rately address the sub-
stance of cases appearing 
before the OATH tribu-
nals.”

In 2016, the Hearing 
Division of the Environ-
mental Control Board 
of OATH reviewed more 
than 700,000 summonses 
of which nearly 60 per-
cent were dismissed. 

“My bill will focus on 
improving the quality of 
summonses issued,” Per-
alta said. “With the use 
of photographic evidence, 
summonses may be more 
difficult to challenge for 
respondents, but it is also 

my hope that the city will 
sharply reduce the num-
ber of summonses issued 
improperly. There is sim-
ply no reason for these 
matters to continue to 
be adjudicated by a legal 
standard of ‘he said, she 
said.’”

A s s e m bly m a n - e l e c t 
Brian Barnwell (D-Wood-
side) joined Peralta and 
said he would carry the 
bill to the state Assembly 
when he is sworn in next 
month.

“This bill will promote 
transparency and jus-
tice,” Barnwell said. “The 
government can say this 
is what you violated and 
this is the evidence. The 
government can easily 
take a photo. That solves 
a lot of problems and that 
is why I signed on to this 
bill.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

State Sen. Jose Peralta and Assemblyman-elect Brian Barnwell (l) 
say every city enforcement agent could use their cell phone cam-
eras to provide evidence of violations. Photo by Bill Parry

Peralta bill would require photo proof of violations
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CELEBRATE AT

O’NEILL’S MASPETH

ALL HAPPENING AT O’NEILL’S MASPETH
64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH  CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 718.672.9696  FREE VALET PARKING

NEW YEAR’S DAY
HANGOVER BRUNCH

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

SHILELAGH LAW

Bare-Knuckle Irish Music
www.halfthebottle.com

$13.95 
Includes One  

Complimentary Drink

$26.95 
2 Hours of Unlimited 
Cocktails with Brunch

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
SAT.,  DEC. 31ST
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no plans to repair the damage, 
even after the intervention of a 
higher power — the neighbor-
hood’s assemblyman.

During the series of bliz-
zards in the winter of 2013–2014, 
snow plows from Department of 
Sanitation battered the curb by 
the church into gravel, grind-
ing some sections down to little 
more than a sliver of rough con-
crete. All Saints, located at 214-
33 40th St. reached out to state 
Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D–Bayside),  who spoke 
with DOT about repairing the 
curbs.  The agency made him 
wait a year for a response.

“My office contacted the 
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation in 2014 regarding curbs 
that were damaged at All Saints 
Church by the Department of 
Sanitation,” Braunstein said. 
“On Feb. 13, 2015, DOT noti-
fied me that All Saints Church 
would be added to its ‘curb da-
tabase for repair under a future 
curb repair contract.’ In light 
of the fact that the curbs were 
damaged by a city agency, DOT 
should commence with the re-
pairs as soon as possible.”

But nearly two years after 

committing to fix the damage, 
the DOT has not yet scheduled 
repairs.

“NYC DOT is aware of the 
curb condition at this location, 
which has been added to the 
agency’s curb database for re-
pair under a future curb repair 
contract when resources be-
come available,” a DOT spokes-
woman said.

Making matters worse, the 
city’s plows added insult to in-
jury after the blizzard earlier 
this year.

After Father Larry Byrne of 
All Saints cleared the church’s 
sidewalks with a shovel and a 
snowblower three times on Sat-
urday, Jan. 23, 2016, the plow 
trucks heaved the snow right 
back onto the walkway, heaped 
in piles three feet high as far as 
the walls of the building.

“We’re supposed to have 
the sidewalks clear, so when 
the Department of Sanitation 
comes and pushes all the snow 
back on cleared paths, it really 
seems like the city is working 
against itself here,” he said at 
the time. “I’m just concerned, 
this is now too much even for a 
snowblower to handle.”

According to former Com-
munity Board 11 member Jack 
Oshier, services were canceled 

that weekend for the first time 
in years because access to the 
building was blocked. Oshier 
is hoping for steel-faced curbs 
to protect them from the same 
thing happening again once re-
pairs are finally made.

“The trucks use the curb as 
a guide, and it’s going to chop 
them up again,” Oshier said, 
adding how that the city should 
follow the lead of other cities 
and put curb finders on the 
ends of plow blades to prevent 
damage “But Father Byrne 
said he’s going to ring the bells 
as loud as he can [when the re-
pairs are done].”

Nancy McCarthy, the office 
manager at All Saints, has kept 
a file on the efforts to remedy 
the issue. After filing a claim 
with the city comptroller’s of-
fice and making the rounds 
with DOT, she is convinced 
the “squeaky wheel gets the 
grease” approach will eventu-
ally pay off.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Argentinians,” MacKay 
said.

Meanwhile, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said Mon-
day the 60.3 million visi-
tors this year are 600,000 
higher than the original 
forecast and 1.8 million 
more than last year’s re-
vised year-end figure of 
58.5 million. Travel and 
tourism now sustain 
more than 375,000 jobs 
in the city, representing 
a gain of 15,000 jobs over 
last year.

“More tourism means 
we have more people in-
vesting in New York City 
and are able to create 
more sustainable jobs for 
more people,” de Blasio 
said. “New York is a cul-
turally rich and diverse 
city, with so much to offer 
those who visit.”

Hotel demand in the 
five boroughs has grown 
this year by 1.2 million, generating 34.9 million hotel room nights sold by year’s 
end. Hotel and sales taxes are estimated to contribute over $1 billion in revenues 
this year.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Tourism

“If You Dream It... 

You Can
   Drive It.”

Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service  

to consumers and businesses to keep your  
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing  

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

ONE STOP SHOPPING - ALL MAKES & MODELS

www.Gemautoleasing.com

35+ Years 
Automotive Experience

35+ Yearsrsrs

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)

Brooklyn, New York 11229

718-646-GEM1(4361)

The view from this Long Island  City hotel is an indictator 
of how tourism is booming in Queens, where visitors spent 
more than $5 billion last year. Photo by Beth J. Harpaz/AP

Continued from Page 1

Curb
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Community Library is a di-
rect response to the chang-
ing needs and demograph-
ics of a vibrant, diverse 
neighborhood,” Queens 
Library President Dennis 
Walcott said. “We expect it 
to be one of the most heavily 
trafficked libraries in our 
system and one of the busi-
est in the country, with an 
estimated 1.1 million chil-
dren coming here to learn, 
dream, explore and get 
what they need to navigate 
through life.”

The English language 
collection includes 75,000 
books and multimedia 
items   and an additional 
36,000 books in nine lan-
guages. Construction of the 
new terraclad structure be-
gan in 2011 and it replaces 
the smaller library built in 
1906.

“The Elmhurst Library 
is back and better than 
ever. I welcome this beauti-
ful state-of-the-art facility 
into the community,” City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 

“Libraries are a vital part of 
every New York City neigh-
borhood. They connect our 
children with the resources 
they need to learn and of-
fer them a quiet place to 
study. Libraries also serve 
as community centers for 
our seniors. This new and 
improved building will 
ensure that the Queens Li-
brary continues to meet the 
needs of the Elmhurst com-
munity.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz, whose office 
allocated funds, credited 
former Borough President 
Helen Marshall for provid-
ing more than $18 million 
toward the project.

“It really is taxpayer 
money going right back into 
the community,” Katz said. 
“The new Elmhurst Li-
brary is a magnificent facil-
ity that will become a center 
of learning, literacy and cul-
ture for residents of all ages 
for decades to come.”

The new building in-
cludes 13,000 square feet 
of outdoor space with two 
green roofs, a learning gar-
den and features a sleek and 
modern glass cube reading 
room. A fireplace mantle 
from the original library 

was moved into the new 
children’s room and brick-
work from its original fa-
cade surround the foyer at 
the Broadway entrance all 
designed by Marpillero Pol-
lack Architects and over-
seen by the city Department 
of Design and Construc-
tion.

“We were impressed by 
the intensity with which 
the local community used 
the library: as a venue for 
social gathering, interac-
tion between generations, 
educational facility, news 
and information source, 
Internet access, cultural 
setting and, of course, as a 
reading and books borrow-
ing outlet,” Marpillero Pol-
lack Architects Principal 
Linda Pollack said. “When-
ever we visited in the morn-
ing, there would be a large 
group of patrons outside, 
waiting for the library to 
open. It was clear that the 
library needed to expand in 
order to accommodate the 
community that places so 
much importance on it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Library
where she died. Rampersaud 
has been charged with mur-
der and criminal possession 
of a weapon, according to the 
DA. He faces up to 25 years if 
convicted.

At Sunday’s vigil, mem-
bers of the Indo-Caribbean 
community gathered to 
have an honest conversa-
tion about domestic violence, 
recalling Baldeo and other 
women in the community 
who have been victims. They 
carried signs that read “You 
are always remembered’ and 
“Your life mattered, we will 
create change.” 

Community Board 9 
member Richard S. David 
said abused women need 
more resources in wwRich-
mond Hill community. 

“We have failed to break 
this vicious cycle of violence 
against women in New York, 
as we have failed back home 
in the Caribbean,” he said. 
"The heartbreaking mur-
der of Rajwantie Baldeo is 
a reminder of how few out-
lets are available within the 
neighborhood.  I keep asking 

myself, where could she have 
gone for help?  As we reflect 
on how this could have been 
avoided, I’m glad we’re stand-
ing up and raising our voices 
to honor her life.”

Nadia Bourne of Jahajee 
Sisters said Baldeo’s murder 
should be a wake-up call to 
change the culture of silence 
around domestic violence. 

“These outmoded ideas 
and backward cultural pat-
terns concerning women 
never deserved a seat at our 
society’s table,” she said. 
“How can we solve a problem 
if we cannot face it? How can 
we face a problem whose ex-
istence we willingly fail to 

recognize? Now is the time 
for us all to push back against 
this normalization of sexist 
and patriarchal patterns at 
the root of gender-based vio-
lence. We must acknowledge 
the depth and magnitude of 
this silencing of our women, 
the lasting effect of murder, 
their severing  impact on our 
families and loved ones. I 
will hold Rajwantie Baldeo’s 
family in my thoughts and 
her life in my memory.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Vigil

Commmunity members hold hands in honor of Rajwantie Baldeo 
at a vigil in South Ozone Park. 
 Photo Courtesy of Ian Harnarine
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