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LONG CITY HALL RUN BEGINS

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

NYCHA’s South Jamaica 
II Houses in Jamaica are ben-
efitting from more than 12,000 
square feet of new sidewalks, 
approximately 530 feet of new 

curbing and upgraded pedes-
trian ramps at three intersec-
tions. The newly completed 
project is part of a $3 million 
investment from the city to 
repair damaged sidewalks 

BY BILL PARRY

The founder of an Elmhurt-
based Christian non-profit had 
been trying to visit with the 
30 homeless men living at the 
Maspeth Holiday Inn Express 
since the city moved them in 
Oct. 10. When Lester Lin, 33, 
was told volunteers from City 
Mission could spend time with 
the residents one day last week, 
he made sure they would not go 
to the hotel empty-handed. 

Lin and several high school 
students from the Maspeth 
area got to work preparing 
care packages containing hats, 

gloves, toiletries and holiday 
greetings. As the City Mission 
group waited in the hotel lobby 
on the afternoon of Dec. 15, 
only a handful of the residents 
arrived to meet them.

“I was surprised when I was 
told the rest of the men were 
still at work,” Lin said. “These 
men have full-time jobs and 
many of them have held them 
for more than a decade. These 
are middle-class people who 
can’t afford to live in New York 
City and they end up in shel-
ters. It’s horrible.”

 And for the men in the Mas-
peth hotel, it was worse as they 

were subjected to protests each 
weekend in front of the hotel 
for nearly a month, until the 
Maspeth-Middle Village Task 
Force voted to stop the rallies 
on Dec. 2. Lin said the damage 
was done.

“One resident, Tyshem Gor-
don, told me the racket of them 
banging pots and using sirens 
would keep him awake, and he 
works the night shift,” Lin said. 
“And when he would leave to go 
to work, he’d use the back door 
to avoid problems and sneak 
to the front to catch his bus. 
People can be so judgmental 

Continued on Page 44

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Queens residents seeking 
affordable housing options 
are up against a sparsity of 
supply and overwhelming 
demand, according to ex-
perts who gathered during a 
two-part housing conference 
hosted by state Sen. James 
Sanders (D-Far Rockaway). 
Sanders held dual meetings 
in Jamaica and Far Rock-
away to inform community 
members about the methods 
of finding affordable hous-
ing.

“Most residents simply 
cannot pay the high market 
rate prices for real estate 
and rentals,” Sanders said. 
“There are options avail-
able, however, and that’s the 
reason for this conference 
today - to educate the public 
on how they can stay in the 
neighborhoods that some of 
them have called home their 
entire lives.”

Sanders said residents 
seeking affordable housing 
could make an account on the 
Housing Connect website, 
run by the NYC Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development. A representa-
tive from HPD admitted that 
the demand was vast, with 
Housing Connect getting as 
many as 150,000 applications 
for every 100 units.

After filling out an ac-
count with Housing Con-
nect, potential applicants 
can apply to any available 
affordable housing and can 
sign up to receive e-mail no-
tifications when new afford-
able housing units become 
available.

Several speakers also de-
scribed new affordable hous-
ing units that were opening 
in Queens, including Beach 
Green Dunes in Far Rock-
away. Representatives for 
Blue Stone Development, 

Continued on Page 44

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 52 52 total pages

HS teens visit shelter
Most men who live at Holiday Inn too busy working to share joy with youths

Highlighting what he calls the failure of the de Blasio years, state Sen. Tony Avella picked the Holiday 
Inn in Maspeth — a proposed homeless shelter — to announce he is running for mayor next year. See 
story on Page 4. Photo by Michael Shain

Sanders lays out options
 to help people keep homes

State Sen. James Sanders speaks to an assembled crowd at an afford-
able housing conference in Far Rockaway. 
 Courtesy of State Sen. Sanders

South Jamaica Houses’ sidewalks fi xed

Continued on Page 44
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BY BILL PARRY

The Durst Organization 
has acquired the Queens 
Plaza Park development site 
alongside the landmarked 
Clock Tower building and 
will press forward with con-
struction of the largest sky-
scaper in Queens.

The site was purchased 
from a joint venture between 
Kevin Maloney’s Property 
Markets Group and Kamran 
Hakim for $167 million.

The original plan for the 
site included condominium 
residences, but Durst intends 
to build a million-square-
foot, 1,000-unit residential 
tower under the proposed 
421-a tax abatement program 
if it passes.

The proposed 421-a pro-
gram requires that at least 
25 percent of the units be af-
fordable.

In addition to the tower, 
the site will include a half-
acre public park and a reno-
vated entrance to the Queens 
Plaza subway station.

As part of the transac-
tion, the Durst Organization 
purchased the Clock Tower 
building.

“This is an extraordi-
nary site with spectacular 
views and outstanding mass 
transit connectivity,” Durst 
Organization President Jon-
athan Durst said.

“The project provides 
us with the opportunity to 
build much needed market-
rate and affordable housing 
and to make long-term in-
vestments in New York City 
that have been the bedrock 
of The Durst Organization’s 
success for more than 100 
years.”

The original develop-

ers spent years acquiring 
the land for the project and 
reached a deal with the MTA 
for 478,000 square feet of air 
rights for $56 million that 
allowed the joint venture 
Queens Plaza Development 
LLC to increase the size of 
the tower from 38 stories to 
77. 

The project stalled and 
Maloney told The New York 

Times, “we didn’t have the 
horsepower to get it done.”

The Durst Organization, 
which built One World Trade 
Center, the tallest building 
in the Western Hemisphere, 
had also planned the $1.5 bil-
lion Hallets Point mega-proj-
ect in Astoria, which would 
have built five buildings 
and 2,400 apartments, 484 of 
them affordable. 

But the company scaled 
the plan back to just one 
building after the 421-a pro-
gram was allowed to expire 
last January.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced Nov. 10 that he had 
brokered a deal between the 
Real Estate Board of New 
York and the Building Con-
struction Trades Council of 
Greater New York to revive 
the 421-a program.

The deal still needs the 
approval of lawmakers in 
Albany and the next legisla-
tive session does not begin 
until January.

Cuomo’s call for a special 
session have gone unheeded. 
Meanwhile, The Durst Or-
ganization looks forward to 
getting starting on the proj-
ect at 29-37 41st St.

“We look forward to join-
ing, and working with, our 
new neighbors in Long Is-
land City,” Durst said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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BY MARK HALLUM

Motorists will no longer 
need to rush to feed the me-
ter. 

The launch of ParkNYC, 
a mobile payment system for 
on-street parking, was an-
nounced by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, the city Department of 
Transportation and Parkmo-
bile, LLC, a private vendor. 
With the first phase of the 
launch starting in Midtown 
Manhattan, all 85,000 parking 
spots served by Muni-Meters 
will be available to ParkNYC 
users by the summer of 2017.

“The rollout schedule is 
still being determined, but 
we are on an aggressive time-
table to getting ParkNYC to 
all neighborhoods citywide, 
including Queens, by this 
summer,” DOT Chief Com-
munications Officer Christo-
pher Browne said.

Trottenberg  noted that 
Muni-Meters would stay in 
place for New Yorkers who 
wish to opt out of the new ser-
vice and that parking rates 
and time limits would remain 
unchanged.

“With ParkNYC, drivers 
no longer have to scramble 
for change or even walk to a 
Muni-Meter to get a receipt 
for their dashboard,” Trot-
tenberg said. “With no added 
fees, mobile alerts that let 
you know when your park-
ing session is ending nd the 
ability to extend a session 
without returning to your 
car, ParkNYC offers a great 
convenience to New York 
drivers. We are excited that 
ParkNYC will be available at 
every metered parking space 
in every borough by the end 
of next summer.”

DOT commissioner Polly 
Trottenburg demonstrated 
how ParkNYC works by using 
a smart phone at a metered 
parking spot in Manhattan 
Monday. The information 

from a user’s licence plate is 
relayed through the program 
where motorists pay for park-
ing on held-held devices used 
by NYPD traffic enforcement 
officers.

“Parking in New York 
City can be a challenge, but 
ParkNYC will make it just 
a bit easier,” said de Blasio. 
“With no paper receipt and 
the ability to quickly get on 
your way, this new pay-by-cell 
tool fulfills our commitment 
– made in this year’s State 
of the City address – that we 
would help save New Yorkers 
the most precious of resourc-
es: their time.”

Users can access the ser-
vice by downloading the app 
on their mobile device or by 
going to www.parknyc.org 
on a computer. Each account 
must be tied to a licence plate 
number, and works much like 
EZPass, a press release from 
the Mayor’s office said. 

From there, parking can 
be purchased or renewed. 
Mobile notifications can be 
turned on to alert users of 
expiring time limits and ex-
tend.

“The ParkNYC mobile pay-
ment system will make park-
ing easier for everyday New 
Yorkers,” said Council mem-
ber Costa Constantinides. 
“This fair and convenient 
solution will help more driv-
ers extend their parking time 
before their meter runs out, 
avoiding tickets and fees.”

Signs identifying each 
block-side with a six digit 
code will be available to tell 
users which zone they are 
parked in to buy parking per-
mits accordingly.

Downloads will be avail-
able for Apple and Android 
free of charge.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

de Blasio launches 
online payment appDurst set to build big

Purchases LIC development site for residential skyscraper

The Durt Organization purchased 
the Clock Tower building develop-
ment site in Long Island City and 
plans to build a rental tower. 
 Rendering courtesy 6sqft
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ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

718-263-0136
Learn more at 

www.drhleap.com

Carlos Hleap, M.D.
OBGYN - FACOG 

Announcing

NEW OFFICE LOCATION
110-34 70TH ROAD

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

Servicing the community for over 20 YEARS!

BY BILL PARRY

Elmhurst has its library 
back and hundreds of commu-
nity members turned out for a 
ceremonial ribbon-cutting and 
flag-raising Tuesday.

 The new $32.4 million 
Elmhurst Community Library 
at 86-01 Broadway is nearly 
double the size of the original at 
32,000 square feet, with four ful-
ly accessible levels for library 
service, separate adult, teen 
and children’s library spaces, 
and an adult learning center on 
its own level.

“The new Elmhurst Com-
munity Library is a direct re-
sponse to the changing needs 
and demographics of a vibrant, 
diverse neighborhood,” Queens 
Library President Dennis Wal-
cott said. “We expect it to be one 
of the most heavily trafficked 
libraries in our system and one 
of the busiest in the country, 
with an estimated 1.1 million 
children coming here to learn, 
dream, explore and get what 
they need to navigate through 

life.”
The English language col-

lection includes 75,000 books 
and multimedia items   and an 
additional 36,000 books in nine 
languages. Construction of the 
new terraclad structure be-
gan in 2011 and it replaces the 
smaller library built in 1906.

“The Elmhurst Library is 
back and better than ever. I 
welcome this beautiful state-of-
the-art facility into the commu-
nity,” City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “Libraries are a vital part 
of every New York City neigh-
borhood. They connect our chil-
dren with the resources they 
need to learn and offer them a 
quiet place to study. Libraries 
also serve as community cen-
ters for our seniors. This new 
and improved building will en-
sure that the Queens Library 
continues to meet the needs of 
the Elmhurst community.”

Borough President Melinda 
Katz, whose office allocated 
funds, credited former Borough 
President Helen Marshall for 

providing more than $18 mil-
lion toward the project.

“It really is taxpayer money 
going right back into the com-
munity,” Katz said. “The new 
Elmhurst Library is a magnifi-
cent facility that will become a 
center of learning, literacy and 
culture for residents of all ages 
for decades to come.”

The new building includes 
13,000 square feet of outdoor 
space with two green roofs, a 
learning garden and features 
a sleek and modern glass cube 
reading room. A fireplace man-
tle from the original library was 
moved into the new children’s 
room and brickwork from its 
original facade surround the 

foyer at the Broadway entrance 
all designed by Marpillero Pol-
lack Architects and overseen 
by the city Department of De-
sign and Construction.

“We were impressed by the 
intensity with which the local 
community used the library: as 
a venue for social gathering, in-
teraction between generations, 
educational facility, news and 
information source, Internet 
access, cultural setting and, of 
course, as a reading and books 
borrowing outlet,” Marpillero 
Pollack Architects Principal 
Linda Pollack said. “When-
ever we visited in the morning, 
there would be a large group of 
patrons outside, waiting for the 
library to open. It was clear that 
the library needed to expand in 
order to accommodate the com-
munity that places so much im-
portance on it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

$32.4M Elmhurst Community Library opens
Branch on course to be one of borough’s busiest with 1.2 million visits expected each year

Hundred of Elmhurst residents watch electeds and Queens Library offi-
cials cut the ribbon opening the new Elmhurst Community Library. 
 Courtesy ofwww NYC Department of Design and Construction
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

On a rainy Sunday after-
noon with the controversial 
Maspeth Holiday Inn as the 
backdrop, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D- Bayside) announced 
his run for mayor. The loca-
tion was no coincidence.

In his announcement, 
tackling the homeless crisis 
was one of Avella’s major plat-
forms, and most of the nearly 
100 supporters were protest-
ers from Queens who opposed 
the conversion of hotels into 
shelters. 

In his speech Avella said 
he plans on combating home-
lessness by making New York 
City more affordable to live 
in. There are currently 60,000 
homeless people throughout 
the city.  

The Maspeth Holiday Inn 
has become the epicenter of 
New York’s homeless conver-
sation. De Blasio had planned 
on housing 220 families in the 
hotel in October without con-

sulting residents and in re-
taliation, Maspeth residents 
have held town hall meet-
ings and protested every day 
until recently, even taking 
buses packed with protestors 
to the home of Steven Banks, 
commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services, in 
Brooklyn. There are current-
ly 78 homeless men staying at 
the 55th Road hotel.

“I believe we have reached 
a crossroad in the direction 
our city should be taking,” 
Avella said. “Under Mayor de 
Blasio we have more homeless 
than ever - our taxes continue 
to rise and it is more expensive 
to live here than ever before, 
all of this, while our quality 
of life fades away. I believe it 
is time for a change. It is time 
to eliminate the corruption at 
City Hall where campaign con-
sultants/lobbyists sit at the 
table. It is time for the people 
of this city to be at the table. It 
is time to stop dumping home-
less families and individuals 

in hotels and motels through-
out the city without support 
services and the prospect of 
stable long-term housing and 
without community notifica-
tion or involvement. It is time 
to make New York City more 
affordable to live, so families 

can thrive and senior citizens 
can afford to retire in the city 
they helped build.”

Avella also said he would 
adopt the 2 percent property 
tax cap, properly fund school 
capital and expense projects 
so that students have up-to-

date technology, and give 
communities a bigger say in 
what happens in their neigh-
borhoods as opposed to de 
Blasio’s “top down planning 
approach”

Miley Wang, a resident of 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The TWA Flight Center 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport will soon 
be the home of the airport’s 
first on-site, full service 
hotel. Elected officials cel-
ebrated the news as they 
broke ground on the new 
hotel, located inside the fa-
mous terminal originally 
designed by famed archi-
tect Eero Saarinen. Con-
struction is expected to be 
completed by 2018.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, and repre-
sentatives from the New 
York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation were 
on hand for the event, held 
on Dec. 15. Tyler Morse, the 
CEO for MCR Development, 
which is the investment 
firm tasked with shep-
herding the redevelopment 
plan, said he was happy 
the famed terminal would 

receive a second life as the 
hotel, after it was closed to 
the public in 2001.

“The passion for this 
incredible building and 
the outpouring of support 
for our plan to preserve 
Saarinen’s masterpiece 
and permanently reopen it 
to the public as a 500-room 
hotel has been astounding,” 
he said.

The terminal was origi-
nally opened in 1962, and 
was TWA’s terminal at JFK 
until 2001. It has since been 
listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. The 
redevelopment of the termi-
nal will cost about $265 mil-
lion in private investment, 
according to MCR Devel-
opment. The hotel develop-
ment will also incorporate 
a museum that illustrates 
New York’s place in the “Jet 
Age.” NYCEDC President 
Maria Torres-Springer said 
the development of the hotel 

BY BILL PARRY

 As New York City expe-
rienced its seventh consecu-
tive year of tourism growth, 
welcoming an all-time re-
cord 60.3 million visitors by 
year’s end, a new study finds 
tourists spent more than $5 
billion in Queens last year 
bringing big benefits to 
transportation, food, recre-
ation and hotel industries.

According to a report re-
leased last Friday by a study 
group at the Jonathan M. 
Tisch Center for Hospital-
ity and Tourism at the NYU 
School of Professional Stud-
ies, tourism brought $5.3 bil-
lion to the borough in 2015 
supporting 56,816 jobs and 
generating nearly $753 mil-
lion in state and local taxes. 
Due directly to this activity, 
one in 16 of all jobs in Queens 
is sustained by tourism.

“We’ve never seen num-
bers like this before. It’s 

unbelievable,” Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration Director of Market-
ing & Tourism Rob MacKay 
said. “The visitors come here 
once, they love it and want 
to come back and they tell 
their friends about it. As a 
moment in time, Queens has 

never experienced tourism 
like this.”

The study shows the 
transportation sector gar-
nered the lion’s share of the 
largess with nearly 40 per-
cent, or more than $2.2 bil-
lion, driven by the borough’s 
78 taxi companies. Recre-
ation venues, led by Resorts 
World Casino New York City, 
got 21 percent or just more 
than $1.1 billion; the food-
and-beverage industry took 
11 percent, or nearly $615 
million; and sports facilities 
attracted 10.8 percent, just 
over $615 million.

The borough has 111 ho-
tels, 4,032 restaurants and 27 
shopping centers. Tourists 
are drawn to more than 100 
cultural, athletic, and recre-
ational attractions and five 
beaches in Queens.

“People know about us 
and they’re having a great 
time here,” MacKay said.

The view from the Long Island  City 
hotel is an indictator of how tour-
ism is booming in Queens, where 
visitors spent more than $5 billion 
last year. Photo by Beth J. Harpaz/AP

Tourists spent $5B in boro  
on food, fun in 2015: EDC 

TWA Flight Center 
hotel breaks ground 

Continued on Page 24 Continued on Page 24

Continued on Page 44

Avella announces second mayoral run
Senator introduces campaign outside Maspeth shelter to focus on tackling homeless crisis by providing affordable housing

Nearly 100 supporters of Sen. Tony Avella braved a steady drizzle to come out to see him announce that he 
was going to challange Mayor de Blasio next year. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Indo-Caribbean com-
munity held a vigil Sunday 
at Naresa Lounge in South 
Ozone Park in honor of Ra-
jwantie Baldeo, the Guya-
nese woman who was nearly 
decapitated on the streets of 
Richmond Hill, allegedly by 
her jealous husband. 

The vigil was organized 
by Jahajee Sisters, an orga-
nization aimed at promoting 
gender equality in the Indo-
Caribbean community. 

Baldeo’s husband, Prem 
Rampersaud, was charged 
with her Dec. 5 murder, au-
thorities said. According to 
police, Baldeo had finished 
her shift at a nearby restau-
rant when she met up with 
Rampersaud. As the couple 
approached the corner of 
124th Street and 103rd Av-
enue, Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
they began to argue and 
Rampersaud began stabbing 
her in the throat, abdomen 
and shoulder.

Police said there were 
two witnesses who observed 
the crime and saw Ramper-
saud sawing at her neck with 
a knife.  An ambulance took 
Baldeo to Jamaica Hospital, 
where she died. Rampersaud 
has been charged with mur-
der and criminal possession 

of a weapon, according to the 
DA. He faces up to 25 years if 
convicted.

At Sunday’s vigil, mem-
bers of the Indo-Caribbean 
community gathered to 
have an honest conversation 
about domestic violence, 
recalling Baldeo and other 
women in the community 
who have been victims. They 
carried signs that read “You 
are always remembered’ and 

“Your life mattered, we will 
create change.” 

Community Board 9 mem-
ber Richard S. David said 
abused women need more 
resources in Richmond Hill 
community. 

“We have failed to break 
this vicious cycle of violence 
against women in New York, 
as we have failed back home 
in the Caribbean,” he said. 

BY BILL PARRY

For more than four years 
thousands of baggage han-
dlers, cabin cleaners, skycaps, 
wheelchair attendants and 
security guards who work at 
JFK and LaGuardia airports 
have marched, rallied, and 
staged sit-ins for higher wages, 
better benefits, and the right 
for union representation with 
32BJ SEIU. Last week, after 
four years of organizing and 
seven months of negotiations, 
the airport workers settled 
their first union contract.

“This is a historic moment 
for airport workers not only 
in New York, but for work-
ers around the country,” 
32BJ SEIU President Hector 
Figueroa said. “It has been a 
long time since such a large 

group of workers have been 
able to successfully organize 
for union membership; this 
contract shows that despite a 

changing political landscape 
and ongoing struggle, workers 
will always find ways to come 
together to better their jobs 
and lives.”

The tentative agreement 
provides important workplace 
rights and protections includ-
ing seniority rules, scheduling 
protocols, disciplinary proce-
dures and health and safety 
guidelines under 11 airline 
subcontractors who have given 
employees union recognition. 
The new contract is expected 
to be ratified in the next week 
giving New York airport work-
ers their first raise towards the 
state’s $15 minimum wage in 
January.

“When we started this 
campaign I was making $7.25 
an hour, I was struggling to 

Commmunity members hold hands in honor of Rajwantie Baldeo at a 
vigil in South Ozone Park. Photo Courtesy of Ian Harnarine

Vigil for murdered wife
Indo-Caribbean community mourns domestic violence victim who died in street

Airport workers march for high-
er wages and better benefits for 
more than four years before they 
finally win their first union con-
tract. Photo by Bill Parry

Airport workers win union contract
Continued on Page 24

Continued on Page 24

BY MARK HALLUM

The city Commission on 
Human Rights announced a 
series of actions it will take to 
prepare New Yorkers to report 
and respond to acts of discrim-
inatory harassment following 
a spate of incidents which have 
occurred on public transporta-
tion in recent months. 

The outreach will utilize 
digital and transit ads in all five 
boroughs to raise awareness of 
the commission’s expanded in-
formation line, which answers 
questions  about discrimina-
tion and   introduced the Bias 
Response Team to monitor in-
cidents and provide resources 
to victims and affected com-
munities.

“New York City will not 
stand for discrimination or 
harassment of any kind,” said 
Mayor de Blasio. “NYC has 
been and always will be a wel-
coming city for all, regardless 
of who you are or what you 
believe and we intend to keep 
it that way. We will continue 
to fight hate and bigotry in all 
its forms and protect the most 
vulnerable among us, which 
is why we are reinforcing pro-
grams and support structures 
so everyone knows they are 
fully protected by New York 
City and knows what to do if 
they are the victims of hate 
or discrimination. NYC will 
not let bias-incidents and hate 
crimes go unaddressed and 
will continue to stand firm 
against those who would di-
vide us.”

The Commission on Hu-
man Rights’ Infoline, 718-722-
3131, is being expanded to in-
clude more operators to help 
public transit riders who have 
been harassed file  claims and 
get information about the laws 
they are protected under.

The Bias Response Team 
will serve the same purpose 
but provide in-person support 
to communities.

“What makes New York City 
great is its diversity,” said state 
Assemblywoman Alicia Hynd-
man (D-Springfield Gardens). 
“No one should feel threatened 
because of who they are, which 
is why my office has partnered 
with the NYC Commission on 
Human Rights to help report 
and address instances of dis-
crimination. We are a nation of 
immigrants, myself included, 
and we must work together to 
keep New York safe.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
has been a longtime advocate 
for immigrant and LGBTQ 
rights. He serves as a member 
of the City Council LGBT Cau-
cus.

“These new outreach ef-
forts will safeguard NYC’s  
most vulnerable communities 
from hate,” Dromm said. “My 
district is home to one of the 
largest immigrant, LGBTQ, 
and Muslim populations in 
the state. I am pleased that the 
city is doubling down on its en-
deavors to protect these groups 
from harassment, discrimina-
tion, and violence. I will con-
tinue to work alongside the 
administration to ensure that 
NYC   remains a safe haven for 
all people.”

Also involved in the mea-
sures announced by the Com-
mission on Human Rights 
are the Office of Immigrant 
Affairs, Community Affairs 
Unit, Public Engagement Unit 
and the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Campaign to fi ght 
harassment begins

The NYC Commission on Human Rights announced a plan to com-
bat the recent spate of discrimination harassment on public 
transportation. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The interim principal of Townsend 
Harris High School has got to go, ac-
cording to frustrated parents.

The school’s Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion passed a resolution calling for the 
immediate removal of interim Princi-
pal Rosemarie Jahoda during a meeting 
held at the school Dec. 15, and Queens 
Borough President Melinda Katz and 
Councilman Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) also called on the city Department 
of Education to restart the process of 
finding a permanent principal, pursu-
ant to the parents’ wishes.

“In more than 20 years in elected 
office I have not been inundated with 
so much material around the process 
of picking a principal,” Katz wrote in 
a letter to Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña. She asked the DOE to respond 
to concerns about Jahoda. “I am re-
questing the Department of Education 
to send a high-ranking official to ad-
dress the teachers, parents and students 
and answer any questions regarding the 
current choice of principal.”

The resolution follows a sit-in pro-
test by some students Dec. 8, which was 
filmed and posted online by The Clas-
sic, the school’s newspaper. Parents and 
students alike said they were dismayed 
by the video and disheartened by the 
conversations between students and 
District 25 Deputy Superintendent Leti-
cia Pineiro, who was visiting the school 
that day. Parents and students said she 
was dismissive and rude.

“We very much feel we have a role to 
stand up for what we think is right,” a 
student who spoke at the meeting said. 
“We are protecting our school and our 
values.”

Jahoda attended the first half of the 
meeting to offer brief remarks and an-
swer questions from concerned parents. 
Jahoda said there had not been any sig-
nificant policy changes, and she did not 
know students and teachers were un-
comfortable approaching her. 

She also said a previous accusation 
of intimidation and harassment she re-
ceived when an assistant principal at 
Bronx High School of Science was un-
founded. In 2010, a fact-finding arbiter 
noted that 20 out of 22 math teachers 
under Jahoda’s supervision at Bronx 
Science accused her of creating an in-
timidating atmosphere, though the DOE 
chose not to take any action against Ja-
hoda.

“It sounds convincing, 20 out of 22,” 
Jahoda said during the PTA meeting. 
“But unions unionize, and the fact that 
two teachers had the courage not to sign 
speaks volumes.”

Jahoda was installed as interim prin-
cipal of Townsend Harris in August, 

after Principal Anthony Barbetta left. 
The PTA also passed a resolution urg-
ing the DOE not to consider Jahoda for 
the permanent position.  A spokesman 
for the DOE said in a statement that the 
search was ongoing through the “C-30” 
process.

“Principal hiring and assignment de-
cisions are made by the superintendent 
in accordance with the Chancellor’s 
Regulations, and based on consulta-
tions with members of the school com-
munity,” he said. “We listen closely to 
the feedback and concerns of all school 
communities and engage them as part 
of the C-30 process.”

PTA members were concerned that 
District 25 Superintendent Elaine Lind-
sey will press to install Jahoda perma-
nently, based on the belief by some par-
ents that Lindsey helped Jahoda land 
the interim position after her controver-
sial tenure in the Bronx.

The resolution called for indepen-
dent oversight of the C-30 process and 
said Townsend Harris should “no lon-
ger be a part of the school district” led 
by Lindsey and Pineiro.

Several teachers spoke during the 
meeting, including Franco Scardino, a 
social studies teacher and chapter lead-
er for the United Federation of Teachers. 
He said Jahoda’s style was intimidating 
and that she had attended less than a 
dozen classes since the beginning of the 
school year. 

“Rosemarie Jahoda has not taken 
the time to get to know the school,” 
Scardino said. “She does not take own-
ership for mistakes and actions that oc-
curred.”

Townsend Harris High School is re-
nowned for its high academic standards 
and college enrollment. Inside Schools 
reported that 100 percent of students 
graduated in four years and enrolled in 
college, with an average 640 SAT read-
ing score and a 680 math score. The 
school is located on the Queens College 
campus.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

FLIP

CONGRESSMAN
GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Offi ce
2234 Rayburn House Offi ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Jamaica District Offi ce
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 752-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Offi ce
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (718) 230-4032

Wishing you a Joyous 
Holiday Season and a 

Happy and Healthy New Year!

- Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks -

Interim Principal Rosemarie Jahoda speaks 
to a PTA meeting at Townsend Harris High 
School. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Townsend Harris PTA 
wants Jahoda removed 
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HHHHHOOOOOLLIIDDDDAAAAAAYYYYYY GGGGGGGRRRRREEEEETTTTINNNNGGGGSS

Wishing 

Peace & 

Happiness 

during this 

Holiday 

Season

FROM THE OFFICE OF SENATOR JOSE PERALTA  

Congressman Joe Crowley | 14th Congressional District
Paid for by Crowley for Congress

Wishing you a Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukkah and a New Year 

filled with Health and Prosperity!
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY BILL PARRY

Santiago Bonilla, the 
owner of Love Bakery and 
Cafe, is fighting a $300 
summons for an unclean 
sidewalk for garbage he 
couldn’t clean because it 
was lodged beneath an 
parked car. Two years 
ago, the owner of the deli 
next door was issued a 
summons for the same 
reason.

Last week their neigh-
bor on Junction Boule-
vard, state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst), 
unveiled a measure 
requiring city agencies 
to obtain photographic 
evidence when issuing 
summonses for certain 
civil violations that are re-
viewed by the city’s Office 
of Administrative Trails 
and Hearings.

“This legislation is 
about fairness, it is about 
transparency. This is 
another example of how 
government can catch up 
with technology,” Peralta 
said. “New Yorkers al-
ready document everyday 
life situations with their 
cell phones or other elec-
tronic devices. There is no 
reason that enforcement 
officers cannot have proof 
of a violation by snapping 
a quick photo with a cell 
phone or tablet.”

Peralta’s bill would 
mandate that city agen-
cies develop a list of viola-
tions where photographs 
could serve as evidence 
of violations, such as the 
presence of vermin at 
eateries, or states of disre-
pair that violate the city’s 
Construction Code.  The 
accumulation of garbage 
on sidewalks, for example, 
as well as vermin and dis-
repair, all lend themselves 
to proof through the use 
of photos by enforcement 
officials, he said. Once a 
city agency determines 
that a particular violation 
should appear on a list of 
those covered by the leg-
islation, a photograph of 
the conditions underlying 
the violation must be ob-
tained.

Using the website 
already maintained by 
OATH, respondents will 
then have the ability to 
easily view photographs 

collected by enforcement 
officials, should they wish 
to proceed with an appeal.

“While justice dictates 
that respondents should 
have the ability to ascer-
tain the nature of the evi-
dence against them, it is 
also important that the 
city is able to prove its case 
and uphold a summons 
when it has been properly 
issued,” Peralta said. “The 
use of photographic evi-
dence will level the play-
ing field and allow all par-
ties to accurately address 
the substance of cases ap-
pearing before the OATH 
tribunals.”

In 2016, the Hearing 
Division of the Environ-
mental Control Board 
of OATH reviewed more 
than 700,000 summonses 
of which nearly 60 percent 
were dismissed. 

“My bill will focus on 
improving the quality of 
summonses issued,” Per-
alta said. “With the use 
of photographic evidence, 
summonses may be more 
difficult to challenge for 
respondents, but it is also 
my hope that the city will 
sharply reduce the num-
ber of summonses issued 
improperly. There is sim-
ply no reason for these 
matters to continue to 
be adjudicated by a legal 
standard of ‘he said, she 
said.’”

Assemblyman-elect 
Brian Barnwell (D-Wood-
side) joined Peralta and 
said he would carry the 
bill to the state Assembly 
when he is sworn in next 
month.

“This bill will promote 
transparency and justice,” 
Barnwell said. “The gov-
ernment can say this is 
what you violated and this 
is the evidence. The gov-
ernment can easily take a 
photo. That solves a lot of 
problems and that is why I 
signed on to this bill.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Bill would require 
proof of violations
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Success Academy Charter 
Schools billed the Depart-
ment of Education for special 
education services that may 
not have been delivered, an 
audit released by city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer found.

Stringer’s audit addition-
ally found that Success Acad-
emy was inconsistent in the 
financial statements submit-
ted to its authorizer in fiscal 
year 2015, leading to a situa-
tion where the organization 
looked like it was spending 
more funds directly on stu-
dents than it actually was.

“We found situations in 
which Success Academy was 
violating its own standards, 
or those of oversight agen-
cies. We hope Success Acad-
emy will embrace our rec-
ommendations and adjust its 
practices,” Stringer said in 
a statement following the re-
lease of the audit. “This isn’t 
about district vs. charter 
schools—it’s about protect-
ing taxpayer dollars.” 

The scope of the audit 
spanned fiscal years 2013 

through 2015. The audit in-
cluded a broader analysis of 
Success Academy’s finances, 
along with a detailed exami-
nation of a particular school, 
Success Academy Harlem 3. 

Success Academy was found-
ed by CEO Eva Moskowitz in 
2006. It currently operates 
34 public schools throughout 
New York City, 15 of which 
are in Queens.

Stringer said Success 
Academy Charter Schools 
partners in a “management 
agreement” with a legally 
separate entity known as the 
Success Academy Network, 

which received a fee of $18.3 
million in fiscal year 2015 
to “manage” the schools. 
Stringer found Success 
Academy paid the network 
an extra $624,342 in returns 
for services that were sup-
posed to be paid for in the 
original fee. 

Stringer also said the or-
ganization was inconsistent 
in reporting its finances 
from year to year, and as 
a result, Success Academy 
should have reported that 81 
percent of its spending in fis-
cal year 2015 went directly 
towards educating students 
rather than the 92 percent 
figure it touted. The audit 
also concluded that Success 
Academy billed the DOE for 
more than $50,000 in special 
education services that may 
not have been delivered. 

Success Academy blasted 
the audit in a statement.

“The comptroller’s of-
fice spent two years prepar-
ing this report but couldn’t 
unearth anything of sub-
stance,” the statement said. 
“To prevent Success from 

Comptroller Scott Stringer released an audit on Success Academy Charter Schools this week. Success runs 
many schools throughout the city, including one co-located in P.S. 241 in Harlem. Bebeto Matthews/AP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Astoria parents in School 

District 30 have set off a 
firestorm by questioning 
whether elementary students 
who attend PS 122 will have 
automatic enrollment in the 
school’s “Gifted & Talented” 
middle school classes, a policy 
in place since a memorandum 
released by the Department of 
Education in 2013. 

Numerous elected officials 
 have sided with PS 122 to keep 
the program in its current 
form, but some parents in the 
district whose children do not 
attend schools with automatic 
enrollment want to see more 
available G&T seats.

News of the potential change 
came in a letter sent by Superin-
tendent Dr. Philip A. Composto 
sent Dec. 8.

“In conjunction with Com-
munity District Education 
Council 30, and after consul-
tation with parents, we have 
made the determination that 
all of our students deserve 

equal access to middle school 
G&T seats,” he wrote in the let-
ter dated Dec. 8.

PS 122, located at 21-21 Dit-
mas Blvd., is a K-8 school with 
elementary classes for general 
and special education and  G&T 
classes through 8th grade. Any 
student enrolled in PS 122’s 
elementary G&T program au-
tomatically enrolls  into the 
school’s middle-school G&T 
program, according to the 2013 
memo. 

Community Education 
Council 30 Co-President Debo-
rah Alexander said the po-
tential change stemmed from 
questions parents raised to the 
CEC about G&T enrollment. 
The 2013 memo phased out 
automatic enrollment for all 
students in District 30 by 2019, 
except for those enrolled in PS 
122, although Composto’s letter 
suggested extending automatic 
enrollment by one year if it was 
to be discontinued for PS 122 
kids. In District 30, there are 
four G&T middle-school-class-
es at PS 122 and two at IS 126.  

Automatic enrollment of PS 122 
takes up one of the six available 
classes, Alexander said. 

Composto’s letter blindsided 
parents and lawmakers. State 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) said she 
had been assured that the 2013 
agreement was still in place 
for the time being, but did not 
know how long that would be 
the case.

“I wholeheartedly support 
and I’m fighting for PS 122 to 
maintain its K-8 Gifted and Tal-
ented program, which has pro-
duced leaders in our commu-
nity for almost three decades,” 
she said. “Every student should 
have access to a classroom that 
meets their academic needs. 
That means programs like the 
Academy at PS 122 should be 
a model for other schools and 
should not be disturbed.”

Keeping PS 122’s automatic 
enrollment would mean fewer 
seats would be available for 
other enrollees in the district, 
and Alexander said that many 
students in the district who 

would benefit from a G&T at-
mosphere might not be able to 
enroll if automatic enrollment 
continued. Students could also 
benefit from the additional as-
sessment that would happen if 
automatic enrollment were re-
moved, she said. 

“The parents are pushing 
for this automatic articulation 
sometimes to the detriment of 
the children,” she said. She also 
said she worried that some par-
ents viewed the G&T program 
as a “golden ticket” as opposed 
to a form of specialized educa-

tion.
Queens Borough President 

Melinda Katz expressed her 
support for PS 122 parents in 
a letter to Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña sent Dec. 19.

“Our parents made life de-
cisions based on assurances of 
current policies by the Depart-
ment of Education,” she wrote. 
“Parents who have reached out 
to my office have expressed 
the position that they chose PS 
122Q for their children primar-
ily because of the auto-articula-
tion into middle school.” 

Simotas, along with U.S. 
Rep Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and other elected offi-
cials also sent a letter to Fariña 
in support of PS 122 parents. 
A DOE spokesman said it was 
exploring potential changes, 
but would continue discussions 
with the community after the 
winter break. 

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Pols oppose Astoria school’s G&T changes

Stringer: Success Academy played city
Comptroller’s audit says charter school operator billed for services it may not have provided 

PS 122 is located in School District 
30.                           Photo by Bill Parry

Continued on Page 24
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 Christ the King High School honored the following students as Students of 
the Month for their grades. They were recognized for their hard work and dedi-
cation to their education. 

 Students pictured from left to right:
Christian Shim, Evevunye Afeto, Jaclyn DiBartolo, Tiffai Ramcharan, Krista 

Scuff, Antonio Masullo, Christina Shendoua, Brandi Thomas, Christpoher Pa-
dilla, Alexandra Weigert, Kenneth White, and Taylor Brown. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Students Honored as 
Students of the Month

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

POLICE 

Blotter

ASTORIA - Police from the 114th 
Precinct were looking for a shoplifter 
who made off with 55 tubes of tooth-
paste from an Astoria drug store last 
Friday.

The suspect entered a Rite Aid at 
43-02 Ditmars Blvd. at 9 a.m. and stole 
43 tubes of Colgate and 12 tubes of Sen-
sodyne toothpaste, police said. When 
a 42-year-old female employee tried 

to stop the man, he shoved her to the 
ground and took off with the merchan-
dise, according to the NYPD.

The suspect is described as a 
27-year-old Hispanic man, nearly 
5-foot-7 and around 185 pounds. Any-
one with information is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS. 

Police say this man is wanted for roughing up a female employee who tried to stop him 
from stealing merchandise from a Rite Aid in Astoria.  NYPD

JACKSON HEIGHTS - Police from 
the 115th Precinct were looking for a 
man who installed a skimming device 
on an ATM in a Jackson Heights 7-Elev-
en. Police said the suspect entered the 
store at 87-16 Astoria Blvd. and rigged 
the forgery device Dec. 7 sometime be-

tween 8 a.m. and 1 p.m.
The suspect is a white man between 

24 to 36 who stands between 5-foot-6 
and 5-foot-8, according to police. Any-
one with information is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800 577-TIPS.

JAMAICA - Police arrested and 
charged a Jamaica woman with two 
counts of custodial interference af-
ter she disappeared with her two 
children Dec. 14, the NYPD said. The 
two children were later found.

Police said Candace Crump, 41, 
was last seen at Jamaica Hospital 
at about 2 p.m. Dec. 14 at Jamaica 
Hospital with her 3-year-old daugh-
ter and 4-month-old son. The NYPD 
said she took the children despite a 

court order not allowing her to take 
them. Crump lives on Jamaica Av-
enue near the corner of 138th Street, 
according to police.

The two missing children were 
found with Crump in the Bronx last 
Friday and were subsequently taken 
to a local hospital to be evaluated. 
Crump was taken into custody and 
was charged later that day, police 
said.

Woman busted for taking her children: Cops

Skimming device found in Jax Hgts 7-11

Shoplifter swipes tubes of toothpaste: NYPD
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas, 

Happy Chanukah, and a 
Happy and Healthy

New Year.

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

District Offi ces:

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

Wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas, 

Happy Chanukah, and a 
Happy and Healthy

New Year.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

As the holiday season 
swings into full gear, we 
should remember why we 
celebrate. 

Christmas, Hanukkah 
and Kwanzaa all are joy-
ous, festive holidays with 
a common denominator: 
light. 

The Christmas tree is 
decorated with lights, or-
naments and tinsel. 

The menorah is lit on 
each night of Hanukkah 
as is the candelabra for 
Kwanzaa. 

All of these holidays 

represent joy, peace and 
love, and  everyone who 
celebrates one of these hol-
idays should enjoy them. 

This holiday season 
let’s all try to spread some 
goodwill and good cheer 
to those less fortunate 
then us. As we gather to 
celebrate  with family and 
friends, let’s remember 
that the true meanings of 
these wonderful holidays 
of lights.

 
John Amato
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Now that the holidays have arrived, Christmas, 
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa are associated with images 
of family and friends gathered around dinner tables to 
share the traditions that have defined their cultures.

 But in Queens and the rest of the city, there are 
thousands of people who are shut out of these intimate 
rituals because they are living in shelters or on the 
streets.  In fact, the number of homeless surged past 
the 60,000 mark in the five boroughs this month amid 
sobering statistics that half of the city’s working poor 
are hungry.

 How to deal with the homeless crisis has been one 
of the most divisive debates this year, particularly in 
Queens where City Hall’s plan to rent out rooms for 
homeless men at the Holiday Inn Express in Maspeth 
has spawned a strong opposition movement.  Protesters 
against the shelter have been joined by elected officials, 
including state Sen. Tony Avella, who announced he 
was running for mayor outside the hotel Sunday.

 For all the pushback against warehousing the home-
less in rented hotel rooms, there have been few concrete 
suggestions for keeping New Yorkers on the edge from 
losing their homes in the first place.

 One measure, however, promises to be a game 
changer if passed by the state Legislature.

 State Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi has proposed a 
Home Stability Support plan, which would provide rent 
subsidies for residents facing eviction, homelessness or 
the loss of housing due to unsafe living conditions or 
domestic violence.

 The Forest Hills lawmaker contends the plan would 
save taxpayers millions of dollars a year by cutting 
down the city’s ballooning shelter bills.

 In New York City his plan would generate a subsidy 
of $11,224 per year for a family of three, far less than the 
$38,460 it now costs to house a family with children in 
a shelter.

 In 1975 Albany drew up a shelter allowance sys-
tem, which has fallen far short of skyrocketing rents, 
putting many New Yorkers just a heartbeat away from 
homelessness. Up until 1975 most families on public as-
sistance had their rents paid in full.

 Warning the city faces its worst homeless emergency 
since the Depression, Hevesi has drawn endorsements 
for his plan from a growing coalition of lawmakers and 
advocacy groups, which want Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
put HSS in the next state budget.

 We must return to being a city where there is hous-
ing available for people at all income levels — even 
those earning the minimum wage.  Hevesi’s plan is a 
major step in the right direction and we hope to see it 
adopted in 2017.

IN FROM THE COLD

Light up season 
with good deeds
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READERS WRITE

I am a lifelong New York-
er. An American. I love New 
York. I believe in my town. 

Here, if you fall down, 
someone will always come to 
help because that’s the kind 
of people we are. 

We accept everyone and all 
beliefs. We live with all types 
of nationalities and religions 
and we accept others for who 
they are. We are the major-
ity!

Every religion and race 
has its bad.  We cannot let a 
few hateful people cause us 
to condemn any religion or 
race. The same blood, organs 
and breath are in all of us, no 
matter where you’re from, or 
what your beliefs.

The stories we read are 

from a few people who are an-
gry and hateful. We usually 
see the negative and bad be-
cause it’s simply more inter-
esting than the good. If you 
needed a blood transfusion or 
organs to survive, after a car 
accident would you ask what 
religion or race the person 
was who is giving you life? 
Would you refuse a kidney or 
possible a heart if the donor 
was of a different religion or 
color?

Here are a few religion ba-
sics:

All three religions have 
many commonalities; the 
main one is the 10 Command-
ments, Christians, Jews and 
Muslims all have similar 10 
Commandments. Nowhere is 

it said to love only your own 
kind.

These values were all 
brought from other countries 
by our decedents for us to 
practice as Americans.

I was taught to love one 
another, not a specific type or 
group of people. 

The seventh day is the day 
of rest, or Sabbath; Sunday 
for Catholics, Saturday for 
Jews and Muslims. 

As Christians, we kneel. 
The Muslims bow and the 
Jews gently sway during 
prayer to show their rever-
ence.

As a Catholic, growing up, 
I would wear a covering on my 
head while going to church. 
Our sisters (nuns) wear a sim-

ilar covering over their head 
as the Muslim women wear, 
the showing of reverence and 
respect, for their religion. 
The Jews also wear a cover-
ing on their heads.

I believe it is obvious 
we are all doing the same 
thing… just trying to live and 
breathe! Love and kindness 
takes less energy than hate! 
Conserve your energy and 
learn to love.

If you don’t like someone’s 
religion, that’s OK; just move 
on with your own religion. 
But above all, please just 
breathe! 

Let’s not be afraid to edu-
cate one another on the as-
pects of our own religion, 
since they are all meant for 

kindness, respect, compas-
sion, and love. When an of-
ficer is killed in New York, 
we all reflect and become 
heartbroken, because we all 
know that he or she is one of 
us — just a human being with 
hopes and dreams as Ameri-
cans. We stand together with-
out regard for each other’s 
religion or race.

No one has ever left this 
world alive.  We are only here 
for a short time. Let’s not 
waste this time since time is 
not promised to any of us.

This is my holiday wish.

Eileen Miller RN MS
New York State Chaplain

Bayside Hills

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Letter to the Editor:
 
There was a celebration 

of the 10th anniversary of 
the reclamation, renaming 
and rededication of the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Nov. 12.  The cem-
etery, where the event took 
place, is located on 46th Av-
enue, between 164th Street 
and 165th Street in Flush-
ing, opposite Flushing Cem-
etery. The Conservancy for 
this 19th century cemetery 
co-sponsored the event with 
Council member Peter Koo. 

During the last 10 years, 
the Conservancy has worked 
to ensure the burial ground is 
maintained, appropriate sig-
nage is installed at all of the 
gates leading into this cem-
etery and fitting memorial 
stones are erected at the site 
to honor the approximately 
1,000 souls resting there.  

Especially important to 
the Conservancy is recogni-
tion that is due for four of the 

people interred there — the 
four people who actually had 
headstones on site.  

Unfortunately, those head-
stones were removed and de-
stroyed nearly 80 years ago 
by the city of New York in an 
act of indifference and intol-
erance.

Graves were disturbed 
when a playground and wad-
ing pool were built over the 
cemetery in the 1930s. Bones 
were dug up during excava-
tions and the remains were 
treated with great disrespect 
and dishonor.

Most buried there are Na-
tive Americans and African 
Americans.  Many were bur-
ied in this cemetery when 
their lives were taken during 
the epidemics of the 1800s.  
A large percentage of the in-
terred are children.

Today, the site is a beauti-
ful, peaceful and meditative 
area. However, for the Conser-
vancy, there is still much to 
accomplish, including place-

ment of memorial stones. 
The Conservancy will be 

reviewing New York City 
Parks and New York City De-
sign Commission plans for 
memorial stones in January. 
We are thankful to Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz and former Borough 
President Helen Marshall for 
setting aside funds for the me-
morial stones.

The recent ceremony at 
the cemetery was well-attend-
ed, with the color guard by 
Boy Scout Troop 253 and Boy 
Scout Troop 888.  Chief Son-
ny Little Fox, a Matinecock 
Tribe leader, gave special Na-
tive American blessings to 
open the ceremony.

Andrew Jackson, retired 
director of Langston Hughes 
Library, poured libation and 
read poetry to honor the de-
parted. 

There were praise danc-
ers from Community Bap-
tist Church of Brooklyn and 
a wonderful members Ed 

Braunstein and Ron Kim 
were among the elected offi-
cials who were present. 

Former city Comptroller 
John Liu gave the compelling 
keynote address.

He was a leading force in 
making sure that the burial 
ground was recognized and 
refurbished when he served 
as a Council member.  We 
also cite the contributions of 
former Council and Assembly 
member Julia Harrison.

We thank Queens Commu-
nity Board 7 as well for their 
help. We also send a special 
thank you to PIX 11 TV, which 
is taking a special interest in 
the site.

Some descendants of those 
buried at the cemetery also 
spoke at the event.  Addition-
ally, Queens Historian Jack 
Eichenbaum and represen-
tatives of the Queens Pres-
ervation Council and the 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association were present at 
the ceremony. 

Also attending was Ken-
neth Cohen, president of 
the Northeast Chapter of 
the NAACP; members of the 
Queens College Queens Mem-
ory Project; and Holly Civic 
members and supporters. 

The ceremony concluded 
with special prayers and 
chants from the Buddhist 
Light and IBPS. It was an 
amazing event, with some 
parts broadcast by NY 1.

 The Conservancy looks 
forward to working with the 
Parks Department, the De-
sign Commission, elected 
leaders, local residents and 
others to ensure that those 
resting at the Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground are 
treated with the respect and 
dignity that they deserve.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka 
and Robbie Garrison

Co-Chairs, Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground 

Conservancy

Conservancy works to protect Flushing Burial Ground

Everyone should put aside their differences
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A 
few years ago, a fire-
fighter in Sacra-
mento, Calif., Mike 
DeBartoli, noticed 

his hands cramping up. He 
figured it was a symptom of 
the job.

But when the cramps got 
worse, he went to his doctor 
and heard the three letters 
no one wants to hear: ALS. 
DeBartoli has Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, which robs the body 
of its ability to function and 
is always fatal.

Unless…
DeBartoli heard that 

there were some new drugs 
in the pipeline that could 
possibly slow his disease. He 
volunteered — begged — to 
be one of the guinea pigs in a 
clinical trial, but was turned 
down, in one case because 
he was taking other medi-
cines for blood pressure and 
depression, and in another 
case because he was, ironi-

cally, too sick. When drug 
companies are testing their 
new treatments, their candi-
date profiles are so specific 
that most people who have 
the disease don’t actually 
qualify. 

In fact, only 3  percent 
of people desperate to get 
into clinical trials ever do. 
Which brings us to our topic 
today:

The Right to Try.
The right to try is a law 

that allows people who are 
terminally ill to try a drug 
that is promising but has 
not yet been approved by the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

“Patients who face immi-
nent death ought to have the 
option to be able to try these 
new drugs, even if we don’t 
know they’re going to work 
or what the side effects will 
be, [or] the exact dosage,” 
says Christina Sandefur, ex-
ecutive vice president of the 
Goldwater Institute,  which 
supports the initiative. The 
libertarian and conserva-
tive think tank uses the 
court system to advocate for 
individual rights.

This sounds like it would 
be a popular law, and in 
many states it is: In the last 
three years, 32 states have 

passed The Right to Try, 
usually with enthusiastic bi-
partisan support. California 
passed it last year unani-
mously. But in New York, a 
Right to Try bill proposed by 
state Assemblywoman Lin-
da Rosenthal and state Sen. 
Kemp Hannon did not get out 
of committee.

Let’s see what that means 
for the people of New York 
state.

When a person is termi-
nally ill, the clock is ticking. 
Yes, they can apply to the 
FDA for a compassionate ex-
emption, but this is so com-
plicated and so few make 
it through, it is like apply-
ing to be an astronaut. For 
starters, there is a daunting 
amount of paperwork that 
must be filed by the patient’s 
doctor and it takes about 
100 hours to gather all the 
information and fill out all 
the forms — in other words, 
more than two weeks of a 
doctor’s time must be devot-
ed to one patient.

Then the request has to go 
through a lengthy approval 
process, when ever hour is 
critical.

“There have been exam-
ples of patients that are try-
ing to get these exceptions 
and sometimes they’re fi-

nally granted, but too late,” 
Sandefur says. “Too late” is 
the nice way of saying the 
patient is under ground.

The reason the FDA 
makes access to these un-
proven drugs so difficult 
can probably be traced to 
the agency’s founding. It 
began in 1902 after a diph-
theria drug proved ineffec-
tive. Well, actually, it proved 
worse than that. 

It was fatal. Clearly 
America needed someone 
to certify the safety of our 
drug supply, and thus was 
the Federal Drug Adminis-
tration born.

Then, in the 1960s, a 
drug widely prescribed to 
pregnant women in Europe 
was blocked by an FDA doc-
tor here, Frances Oldham 
Kelsey, who’d heard of its 
side effects.

The drug was Thalido-
mide, which caused serious 
birth defects, and thanks to 
Kelsey many American chil-
dren were spared its devas-
tation.

It is wonderful that the 
FDA was on the ball. But 
that episode of well-war-
ranted precaution seems to 
have led to an agency so ul-
tra-cautious that today it is 
preventing people from tak-

ing experimental drugs that 
may kill them — even though 
they’re going to die anyway. 
The potentially dangerous 
drugs are also the only po-
tential lifesavers.

The way the Right to Try 
is written, the only people 
who’d be allowed to take as-
yet-unapproved drugs are 
those with no other hope.

The drug would have to 
have passed at least the first 
stage of testing at the FDA. 

But then, instead of a 
patient starting the bureau-
cratic nightmare of apply-
ing to the FDA for a rare 
compassionate exemption 
(the FDA grants about 1,000 
a year — even as more than 
500,000 people die of cancer), 
all it would take is the doc-
tor, patient, and drug com-
pany agreeing to start the 
regimen. The FDA would not 
have veto power.

DeBartoli, the fireman 
with ALS, put it this way 
in an interview with the 
Goldwater Institute: “I don’t 
know who the FDA thinks 
they are protecting.”

The drugs in the pipeline 
might not save DeBartoli, 
but he deserves the right to 
try.

Not just the right to die.

COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

S
peculation in some 
quarters has Hillary 
Clinton considering a 
run for New York City 

mayor next year against May-
or Bill De Blasio. If this is true, 
it brings a new dimension to 
political elections.

She would be running 
against her former campaign 
manager, De Blasio, who 
managed her campaign when 
she ran for U.S. Senate.

There does not seem to 

have been a similar type 
race in recent New York po-
litical history.

In terms of a candidate 
being defeated for the presi-
dency and then running for 
a lesser office in his home 
state, Richard Nixon comes 
to mind.

In 1960 Nixon, after los-
ing the race for president, 
ran two years later for gov-
ernor of California and was 
beaten.

He then thought that his 
political career was over. We 
can also look at the position 
of Abraham Lincoln when 
he lost the U.S. Senate race 
in 1858 and came back and 
won the presidency in 1860. 

In the case of Nixon, he 
spent the time from 1962 to 
1968 campaigning for oth-

er Republican candidates 
throughout the nation. In 
1968 he was able to win the 
Republican endorsement 
and the general election of 
that year and become presi-
dent.

It does not seem that Hil-
lary Clinton will follow the 
same pattern of political 
campaigning. She has now 
lost two races in a row for 
the presidency.

That includes the Demo-
cratic primary race of 2008 
and the general election of 
2016. 

We can also consider her 
age since she will be close to 
74 when the next presiden-
tial race comes around.

We can look at the fact, 
however, that Ronald Rea-
gan was 70 when he was first 

elected in 1980, went on to 
be re-elected at the age of 74 
and finished his presidency 
at the age of 78.

It is hard to see that hap-
pening in the case of Hillary 
Clinton, but she may have a 
chance if she chooses to run 
for that office.

Bill De Blasio seems to be 
in a weakened position. There 
could be a significant number 
of potential candidates run-
ning against him, including 
Hillary Clinton. 

It could be a race that 
would attract the interest of 
our entire nation. Clinton 
would make a strong candi-
date if she decides to run since 
she has her main political or-
ganization for the most part 
in place in New York City. 

She has options available 

and we will have to wait to 
see how it finally turns out.

 In terms of the presiden-
tial election, some people 
were very surprised to find 
that our system of electing 
president is not democratic in 
the fullest.

We are a republican-type 
government established by 
our founding fathers, and it 
is the Electoral College that 
has the final word on who is 
elected president. It is a very 
unusual system since most of 
the nations of the world use 
the popular vote to choose 
their leaders.

But this system has served 
us well during the history of 
our nation. 

Hopefully, it will contin-
ue to serve us in the years 
ahead.

The dying deserve opportunity for last chance at life

City wonders if Hillary Clinton will run for mayor
William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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May the
Festival of Lights
bring you 
peace and joy.

Hanukkah
Happy 

(877) 786-6560 • myNYCB.com

Wishing Everybody a Wonderful Holiday Season!

HAPPY HANUKKAH  
MERRY CHRISTMAS

Congresswoman

Grace Meng
Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

Several years ago I ran for 
mayor of New York with Martin 
Hassner’s help. We were com-
mitted to making signifi cant 
changes in public education, al-
ready aware that the system was 
only preparing 25 percent of its 
students for a college education.

Neither effort was successful, 
but during the past 18 months 
we became aware of what has 
been happening to those stu-
dents who do get to college. For 
the past three decades they have 
been graduating deeply in debt 
and have been doing so under 
the radar of public attention. 
The reasons for this are deeply 
troubling.

Student Loan Debt is like 
a chronic, parasitic, disabling 
disease silently infi ltrating the 

American community with life-
altering results. Today 43 mil-
lion Americans owe the govern-
ment and private banks one and 
a $1.5 trillion — a number that is 
growing every year.

We know exactly what has 
caused this: laws regulating stu-
dent loans taken to pay for a col-
lege education. These laws have 
made a student loan the most 
restrictive, prohibitive, puni-
tive, and one-sided fi nancial ar-
rangement ever to exist in this 
country.

Though they seem to be the 
result of scam artists skilled in 
the art of entrapment, student 
loans are legal and the result 
of Presidential and Congres-
sional actions since the 1970s. 
Every President and Congress 
since then has added restric-
tive laws to what was Lyndon B. 
Johnson’s attempt to make a col-
lege education affordable to all 
Americans.

Firty-three million people 
owing more than one and a half 
trillion dollars.The numbers in-
dicate just how many people in 
their 30s, 40s and 50s are still 

paying an endless debt.
Unlike a mortgage, car loan, 

credit card obligations, or any 
other loan, student loans per-
mit usurious interest rates, the 
garnishment of 50 percent of a 
salary, and even the inability 
to declare bankruptcy upon the 
death of the borrower. These 
laws remove all consumer pro-
tections.To add insult to injury, 
colleges have taken advantage of 
available money to increase tu-
ition by 1,200 percent in the past 
15 years.

Once that loan agreement is 
signed, compound interest be-
gins and what began as a $45,000 
student loan, becomes a $70,000 
debt by graduation. Should there 
be missed payments, or renegoti-
ations, interest rates climb at the 
will of the banks. Graduates fi nd 
themselves mired in such debt 
that they must live at home and 
deal with lowered expectations 
about their jobs and careers. 

The expected economic 
benefi ts of a higher education 
— career building, marriage, 
house and car-purchases — is 
seriously curtailed or entirely 

missing. This disease is not only 
eating into individual lives, it is 
affecting the economic well-be-
ing of our country.

All this must change. And it 
will.

Hassner and I have formed 
Reform Student Debt to repeal 
these predatory laws using an 
aggressive public campaign of 
demonstrations and marches 
on our government. Legislation 
to repeal these restrictive laws 
has been drafted. The callous 
victimization of students has 
inspired the organization’s logo 
to represent the Nation’s fl ag as 
a prison entrapping students in 
debt until Reform Student Debt 
frees them. Its advertising fea-
tures sharks encircling their 
prey. Its call is to “Stop Student 
Loan Sharks from Feeding on 
Our Future.” The loan sharks 
are identifi ed as Banks, Govern-
ment, and Colleges.

Reform Student Debt’s goals 
are to completely redesign stu-
dent loans to refl ect their origi-
nal meaning: to help students af-
ford a college education. Among 
a list of changes, it calls for new 

caps of 2–3 percent on interest 
rates, the forgiveness of loans 
that have already been repaid 
twice over with enormous profi t 
for the lenders, for the start date 
of interest accrual six months af-
ter graduation, and for the nor-
malization of loans based on ex-
isting consumer protections and 
fairness models for mortgages, 
car loans, etc.

The organization’s website, 
ReformStudentDebt.org, out-
lines its role in establishing a 
format for a public outcry and 
effort against a “disease” which 
has a cure for those affl icted and 
for those yet to be burdened.

Only public demonstrations 
from those in debt joined by a 
nation repulsed by such evident 
greed will force the changes nec-
essary to free our young people 
to fulfi ll the American dream.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Tom Allon
■

Mayored 
Spin Cycle

New campaign launched to reform student debt
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BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) and 
student ambassadors from 
organizations in his district 
distributed hundreds of toys 
to the patients of St. Mary’s 
Hospital for Children at 29-
01 216th St. Friday along 
with Auburndale Soccer 
Club and Dwarf-Giraffe Ath-
letic Association. 

Children, staff, doctors, 
volunteers and families ex-
changed smiles in the event 
organized by Vallone.

“If there was any event 
that embodied the true spirit 
and true meaning of Christ-
mas, it was this one,” Council 
member Vallone said. “This 
year was even more special 
because our very own high 
school Student Ambassadors 
organized their high schools 
on behalf of fellow kids in 
need at St. Mary’s Hospital. 
The Ambassadors repre-
sent the four high schools 
within our district: Bayside 

High School, World Jour-
nalism Preparatory School, 
Holy Cross High School and 
St. Agnes Academic High 
School. They worked hand 
in hand with their fellow 
students, the Dwarf-Gwarf 
Athletic League and the Au-
burndale Soccer Club to col-
lect hundreds of toys.”

The toys came from do-
nors within the network of 
the organizations involved.

“The St. Mary’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital Toy Drive 
working in partnership with 
Holy Cross High School was 
an astounding success,” Jo-
sip Banovic, Student Ambas-
sador from Holy Cross High 
School, said. “With help 
from Holy Cross administra-
tion, student ambassadors 
and local sports groups, the 
turnout of toys was truly 
amazing. This drive gives 
me hope, showing that our 
community cares about each 
other, and that this toy drive 
is just a small thing that we 
can all participate in to help 

better the lives of these chil-
dren. “

Dr. Edwin Simpser, presi-
dent and CEO of St. Mary’s, 
was grateful for the dona-
tions, which will go toward 
improving the lives of chil-
dren receiving treatment 
through the Bayside medical 
facility.

“St. Mary’s kids are fac-
ing complex medical chal-
lenges and I know that these 
gifts will put a smile on each 
child’s face and bring some 
holiday cheer,” Simpser 
said.

St. Mary’s treats children 
throughout the metropolitan 
area through a network of in-
patient, home care and com-
munity programs through 
their pediatric health sys-
tem.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Ridgewood’s Evergreen 
Park playground got a garden 
theme makeover. 

The playground received $1 
million in renovations, courte-
sy of Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale), who at-
tended the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony alongside Borough Pres-
ident Melinda Katz, Queens 
Parks Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski and students 
from nearby PS 68 

The new equipment is 
painted green with blooms of 
bright color to resemble a gar-
den. The spray shower, which 
won’t be used until summer-
time,  has new large green 
misting leaves, with direction-
al jets and bubblers. 

“I’m so proud to bring this 
much-needed upgrade to Ever-
green Park for the PS 68 com-
munity as well as everyone 
in Glendale and Ridgewood,” 
Crowley said. “Thank you to 
Parks and the borough presi-
dent for their partnership and 
commitment to this project.”

The Parks Department 
said the playground’s design 
provides toddlers and younger 
children a place to play and use 
their imagination surrounded 
by greenery. Construction on 
the playground began in April 
2015 and the park officially 
opened to the public last sum-
mer.

 A second phase of renova-
tions for the playground is 
currently being designed. The 
next phase will focus on re-
placing the existing play area 
located west of the comfort 
station with expanded play-
ground equipment for older 
kids, Parks said.

Phase two designs were ap-
proved last month by Commu-
nity Board 5 and construction 
is set to begin in the summer of 
2018. Combined the two phases 
will cost $3.4 million, with al-
locations from Crowley, Katz 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Evergreen Park gets
$1 million face-lift

Vallone gives toys to kids
 at St. Mary’s Hospital
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May the Warmth of the Season

Light Your Way  
Throughout  
the Year.
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Rego Park man has 
been sentenced to 20 years in 
prison for a vicious attack on 
a man entering a mosque in 
Kew Gardens Hills, accord-
ing to the Queens DA.

Bernhard Laufer, 59, was 
found guilty of attempted 
murder as a hate crime, at-
tempted assault as a hate 
crime, and weapon posses-
sion, said Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. 

According to trial testi-
mony, on Nov. 16, 2012, Laufer 
vandalized the Masjid-Al-
Saaliheen Mosque at 72-55 
Kissena Blvd. by smashing 
the door and breaking the 
door handle with a stone.

Later that day and the fol-
lowing day Laufer called the 
mosque multiple times, leav-
ing threatening voice mails.

Then on Nov. 18, 2012, 
at 4:50 a.m., Laufer fol-
lowed Bashir Ahmad, 57, up 
the stairs that led into the 
mosque and, as Ahmad was 

unlocking the door, Laufer 
stabbed him in the head, 
Brown said.

“As I’ve said many times 
in the past, crimes fueled by 
hate will never be tolerated 
in Queens County — the most 
diverse urban area in the en-
tire nation,” Brown said.

“The defendant in this 
case waged a war of terror 
against this mosque. Before 
this vicious attack, he re-
peatedly called the mosque 
and threatened to kill all 
Muslims. He vandalized the 
door of the mosque, and when 
the victim was opening the 
place of worship for morning 
prayer, he stabbed the man 
in the head, arm, back, hand, 
and bit his nose, leaving the 
victim with permanent scars 
and a daily reminder of the 
heinous, unprovoked attack. 
A jury found him guilty and 
a judge has now sentenced 
the defendant to a lengthy 
term behind bars.”

Laufer left his glasses at 
the scene, according to trial 

records, and DNA evidence 
found on the glasses matched 
Laufer.

Investigators were also 
able to trace the threatening 

phone calls made days before 
the attack to Laufer’s home 
phone, according to the DA.

This was not Laufer’s first 
brush with the law. In 2015, he 

was sentenced to three years 
of supervised release and six 
months of home confinement 
after pleading guilty to send-
ing death threats to employ-
ees of the Washington advo-
cacy group, the Council on 
American Islamic Relations 
in June 2014.

He threatened Executive 
Director Nihad Awad and 
other CAIR staff with signifi-
cant bodily harm and death, 
according to the criminal 
complaint filed by the Jus-
tice Department.

Laufer faced a maximum 
sentence of five years in 
federal prison for the email 
threats.

At the time Laufer had 
already spent 13 months in 
federal custody for his arrest 
in the Kew Gardens mosque 
attack and was sentenced 
based on time served.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Bashir Ahmad was stabbed outside a Flushing mosque by Bernard Laufer 
four years ago.               Photo courtesy of hashlamah.com

Rego Park man gets 20 years for stabbing outside mosque
Bernhard Laufer found guilty of attempted murder as hate crime for attack in 2012
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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34 & 1995
82
34

79 & 1998
83 
35

56 & 1996
84
36

1997
85
37

This documentary follows the remarkable story of a 101 year old businesswoman named 
Alice Luke and her husband Herman. Watch Alice’s story unfold as she goes from small 

beginnings on a farm in North Carolina, to eventually helping her husband’s struggling 
shoe business become a booming success by introducing the “while you wait” method.

Tune in to QPTV to watch this inspiring documentary!

Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Tuesday 12/27/16 10:30 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 12/27/16 7:30 PM 34/1995 82 34
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FLIP

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials in western Queen are 
helping the 28th annual New York Cares 
coat drive reach a record-number 125,000 
requests from its clients this year. 

So far 50,000 coats are in house since 
the drive began Nov. 15 a New York Cares 
spokesman explained, and ends on Dec. 
31, but they won’t know how successful 
they have been until the first week in 
January.

“That’s when all of the elected of-
ficials and community groups drop off 
what they collected,” spokesman Steve 
Streicher said. “We certainly need more, 
that is clear,” 

This year Constantinides, state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria), state As-
semblywoman Avavella Simotas (D-
Astoria) and Assemblyman-elect Brian 
Barnwell (D-Woodside) gathered nearly 
100 lightly used winter coats donated 
by community members for families in 
need.

Gianaris called the holiday season a 
great time to give back while Barnwell 

thanked all who donated.
“Our coat drive was a huge success 

thanks to western Queens residents with 
big hearts and generous souls,” Simotas 
said. “I am never surprised by the good-
ness in people, but I am always happy to 
see it. All these coats are the undeniable 
proof that ‘love thy neighbor as thyself’ 
still has meaning in today’s troubled 
world.”

Constantinides worked further to 
help families in need enjoy holiday gifts. 
Residents donated toys at his office, 
which were wrapped and distributed to 
children by Urban Upbound and Toys for 
Tots.

“As we enjoy the holidays with family, 
many children grow up without the op-
portunity to open Christmas or holiday 
gifts,” he said. “I thank all who partici-
pated in helping brighten the holidays for 
children in our poorest neighborhoods.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

It remains to be seen what impact 
Donald Trump’s presidency will have 
on the faith-based community, but 
the moment serves as an opportunity 
for religious communities to unify 
and not be overwhelmed by anxiety. 
The advice came during a communi-
ty clergy breakfast held by state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-Far Rockaway).

“Whether Trump is the best thing 
the world has ever seen or the worst 
thing that the world should never 
see, be prepared,” Sanders said dur-
ing the breakfast held last Friday 
at Christ Pentecostal Temple in Ja-
maica.

Other speakers at the event in-
cluded Pastor Darryl James of 
Grace Episcopal Church, Rev. N.J. 
L’Heureux Jr. of the Queens Federa-
tion of Churches and Professor Matt 
Meyer of the Interfaith Prisoners of 
Conscience Project. 

L’Heureux called for calm in the 
election’s aftermath, saying he had 
confidence in the strength of the U.S. 
Constitution and the gradual pace of 
government, which could curtail the 
Trump policy proposals he had found 
disquieting. James called on commu-
nity members to commit to action 
within their own neighborhoods.

“Sometimes we have to step out 
of our comfort zone to do the things 
that God has called us to do to make a 
difference in our community,” James 
said.

The panelists also addressed the 
rise in hate crimes since Trump’s 
election, with L’Heureux asserting 
that Trump had not been the cause of 
instances of xenophobia but exacer-
bated issues that had long existed.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Pastor Darryl James (l), Rev. N.J. 
L’Heureux, Jr., state Sen. James Sanders 
and Professor Matt Meyer took part in 
Sanders’ clergy breakfast this month. 

Courtesy of State Sen. Sanders

Queens officials collect 
coats for families in need

Faith-based breakfast
focuses on Trump effect
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Tidings of comfort and toy

Two airline pilots from Pilots for Kids, an international organization brightens days for hos-
pitalized children by bringing them toys at NewYork-Presbyterian Queens. 
 Courtesy of NewYork-Presbyterian Queens Hospital

In spite of the chilly weather, the annual toy and food giveaway at the Greater Allen AME 
Church in Jamaica drew long lines last week along Merrick Boulevard. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine

At the Central Queens YMHA, Hannukah is celebrated at a party 
for 200 kids with coloring, a menorah, bouncy houses and some 
doughnut decorating. Photo by Michael Shain

The highpoint of the season for the 75-year-old Oratorio Society of Queens is the holiday concert at Queensborough 
College — with (r-l) Assemblyman David Weprin, Rep. Grace Meng and Borough President Melinda Katz opening the 
show for conductor David Close. Photo by Michael Shain

Dorothy Falzetto and her husband Frank have been stuffing the yard and a front lawn of 
their house in South Ozone Park with inflatable Christmas figures for nearly 20 years. This 
year, Dorothy says, they are up to about 50 Santas, Snoopys et al. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

With the help of the people behind the Queens Night Market, the Queens Museum stages a 
holiday market of crafts makers in the main hall of the museum. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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APY10.51%
On balances of $5,000 or more1.00%

For the first 90 days

Complete Checking Plus

Celebrate With Us!Celebrate With Us!

1.00%

200
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"The heartbreaking mur-
der of Rajwantie Baldeo is 
a reminder of how few out-
lets are available within the 
neighborhood.  I keep ask-
ing myself, where could she 
have gone for help?  As we re-
f lect on how this could have 
been avoided, I’m glad we’re 
standing up and raising our 
voices to honor her life.”

Nadia Bourne of Jahajee 
Sisters said Baldeo’s murder 

should be a wake-up call to 
change the culture of silence 
around domestic violence. 

“These outmoded ideas 
and backward cultural pat-
terns concerning women 
never deserved a seat at our 
society’s table,” she said. 
“How can we solve a prob-
lem if we cannot face it? How 
can we face a problem whose 
existence we willingly fail 
to recognize? Now is the 
time for us all to push back 
against this normalization 
of sexist and patriarchal 
patterns at the root of gen-
der-based violence. We must 

acknowledge the depth and 
magnitude of this silencing 
of our women, the lasting 
effect of murder, their sever-
ing  impact on our families 
and loved ones. I will hold 
Rajwantie Baldeo’s family in 
my thoughts and her life in 
my memory.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

QEDC data shows tourists 
from England lead the way 
in visiting Queens, followed 
by China, Germany, France, 
Holland and Canada.

“And Queens is rapidly 
becoming more popular with 
Brazil and Argentinians,” 
MacKay said.

Meanwhile, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said Monday the 60.3 
million visitors this year 
are 600,000 higher than the 

original forecast and 1.8 mil-
lion more than last year’s 
revised year-end figure of 
58.5 million. Travel and 
tourism now sustain more 
than 375,000 jobs in the city, 
representing a gain of 15,000 
jobs over last year.

“More tourism means we 
have more people investing 
in New York City and are 
able to create more sustain-
able jobs for more people,” 
de Blasio said. “New York is 
a culturally rich and diverse 
city, with so much to offer 
those who visit.”

Hotel demand in the five 

boroughs has grown this 
year by 1.2 million, generat-
ing 34.9 million hotel room 
nights sold by year’s end. 
Hotel and sales taxes are es-
timated to contribute over 
$1 billion in revenues this 
year.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

vide for my daughters and I 
faced intimidation and dis-
respect when I cam to work,” 
Shareeka Elliott, a terminal 
cleaner at JFK, said. “We have 
come so far. Our new contract 
protects me at work and our 
organizing for higher wages 
means I can take care of my 
children the way I should be 
able to.”

Elliott became the face 
of the movement in Queens 
when she accepted an in-
vitation from Sen. Charles 
Schumer to attend President 
Obama’s State of the Union 
Address in Jan. 2014. Schum-
er was impressed that Elliott 
would work the 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m. shift and then take her 
two daughters to school.

The contract settlement 
means the airport workers 
are one of the first groups 
of workers in the U.S. to win 
both $15 and a union.

“It is my honor to stand 
with New York airport work-
ers who have fought for so long 
to strengthen their communi-

ties with good jobs,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “Our 
economy grows when workers 
succeed and our airports are 
safer when airport workers 
have the work resources and 
support they need to provide 
the best service possible. I am 
proud that New Yorkers can 
set such a strong example to 
the rest of the country.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) spoke at many 
of the rallies and took part in 
several marches at LaGuar-
dia Airport.

“It has been a long bat-
tle, almost five years in the 
trenches,” Peralta said. “I par-
ticipated in many rallies sup-
porting our airport workers, 
especially at LaGuardia Air-
port, which is in my district. 
The news of their first union 
contract is a well-deserved 
Christmas present for our 
hard-working families. This 
victory is historic, and in a 
few days they will get their 
first raise until they reach $15 
an hour.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

disproving its claims and 
correcting its misunder-
standings, which would 
have been simple, Mr. 
Stringer ambushed us—
providing less than three 
days to respond. We believe 
deeply in accountability, 
which is why we’re so trou-
bled by this political grand-
standing.” 

Stringer’s account di-
rectly contradicted Success 
Academy’s accusation of 
an ambush, saying that the 
charter school operator re-
ceived a draft version of the 
report on Nov. 23 — 27 days 
before the audit’s release — 
and that Success officials 
declined to meet with the 
comptroller’s office to dis-
cuss the findings on Nov. 
28, 29 or 30. Stringer’s office 
said it sent another copy of 
the draft report to Success 
Academy Dec. 2, requesting 
a response by Dec. 16. Ac-
cording to the comptroller’s 
office, Success sent back 
written comments on that 
date, along with 982 pages 
of additional documents.

But Success Academy’s 
26-page response to the 
audit’s release accused 
Stringer’s office of gaming 

the response process to ex-
aggerate the amount of time 
it gave the charter school 
operator to respond to the 
findings, pointing out that 
it received the draft the day 
before Thanksgiving and 
the comptroller insisted on 
holding the exit conference 
no later than the following 
Wednesday, which left only 
two business days to pre-
pare.

“Incredibly, however, 
the comptroller claimed 
that this afforded Success 
Academy ample time to 
prepare because the Exit 
Conference would be a ‘full 
week’ after the issuance of 
the Preliminary Draft Re-
port,” the response said, 
“although this ‘full week’ 
included the Thanksgiving 
holidays.”

Stringer’s report also 
said the substance of its 
findings were discussed 
with Success Academy of-
ficials throughout the audit 
process before its comple-
tion Nov. 14. 

The audit report made 28 
recommendations. String-
er’s office said Success 
Academy did not respond to 
any of them. 

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

would have positive ramifi-
cations for foreign tourists 
and local communities.

“Today we are breathing 
new life into this landmark 
building, so it can welcome 
future generations of visi-
tors,” she said at the ground-
breaking. “The creation of 
this hotel serves as another 
milestone in the rejuvena-
tion of JFK Airport, and it 
will complement major in-
vestments that Mayor de Bla-
sio and others are making in 
neighborhoods throughout 
Southeast Queens such as 
Downtown Far Rockaway 
and Jamaica.”

MCR Development said 
the hotel would consist of 
two large structures set back 
on each side of the terminal, 
ensuring the historic build-
ing continues to take cen-
ter stage after the redesign. 
MCR noted hotel guests and 
passengers from the other 
airport terminals would be 
able to reach the TWA Hotel 
by using the Air Train, as 
well as passenger tubes also 
designed by Saarinen that 
connect to Terminal 5, cur-

rently in use by JetBlue. 
“This groundbreaking 

builds on our efforts to mod-
ernize gateways across the 
state and we will continue 
working to drive growth, 
support thriving regional 
economies and build 21st 
century infrastructure of 

the caliber New York de-
serves,” Cuomo said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 

TWA
Continued from Page 9 

Stringer

Continued from Page 5 

AirportContinued from Page 5 

Vigil

Continued from Page 4 

Tourists

Borough President Melinda Katz speaks at the ground-breaking of the 
TWA Hotel, with Gov. Andrew Cuomo seated beside her. 
 Courtesy of the Borough President’s office
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Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

January 20, 2017!
Deadline Jan. 13, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice:
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Jan. 13, 2017

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, January 26th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy
Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly
John Liu

Monica Loja
Richard Mazda
Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar
Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano
Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas
Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton

Glendale-9am
7905 Myrtle Avenue

New Hyde Park-11am
800 Jericho Turnpike

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 ††

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/23/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000
‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

AT MAJORAT MAJOR
WE MAKE WE MAKE 

FEEL LIKE THEFEEL LIKE THE

Whether you re buying o

CARS 
STARTING    

AS LOW AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000

33k miles, Stk#22334

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

22k miles, Stk#25503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
RDon't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/23/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000

11k miles, Stk#22424

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000

25k miles, Stk#23408
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

OR WORLD, OR WORLD, 
EVERYDAY EVERYDAY 

HE HOLIDAYS!HE HOLIDAYS!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$23,000 BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

BUY 
FOR:

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

15k miles, Stk#25900

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

RECEIVE A 
32” SAMSUNG 

SMART TV 
with every pre-owned 

vehicle purchaseWE ARE OPEN DECEMBER 24TH & 25TH!
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

As science, technology, en-
gineering and math courses 
dominate curriculums across 
the country, art programs are 
being cut from many schools, 
but not at the Rachel Carson 
Magnet School for the Arts (IS 
237) in Flushing. 

Since the mid-2000s, state 
examination prep courses and 
STEM classes have slowly been 
pushing out art programs, re-
sulting in only 59 percent of 
middle-schoolers finishing the 
eighth grade with an art class 
requirement. 

For IS 237 Principal Judith 
Friedman, the arts are just as 
important as any other subject, 
if not more so, and that is why 
she fought to keep the language 
and arts program at her school 
alive through the Winter Arts 
Festival held  Dec. 8.

The event showcased stu-
dents’ artwork and performanc-
es with string, brass and wood 
instrument as well as voice.

“We firmly believe that art 
is an integral part of educa-
tion for every child and it is 

very integral to a New York 
City education because of all of 
our cultural institutions,” said 
Friedman. 

Topics like English and So-
cial Studies have set objectives, 
but the arts allow students to 
explore what they are capable of 
and help them to learn beyond a 
classroom setting in a different 
way than those areas. 

“It’s different from the aca-
demic subjects because there is 
a specific set of learning goals, 
and the arts are more expan-
sive and allow children to real-
ly have that freedom of expres-
sion and we want to encourage 
that,” said Friedman. 

Nancy Genovese, 52,  from 
Flushing could not imagine 
sending her kids and grandson 
to a school without a music pro-
gram. 

“One of my kids, Eric who 
loves music, singing, dancing 
and performing went here, my 
grandson is doing this now, 
and my younger son took up the 
drums while he was here,” said 
Genovese.

“Having music in their lives 
gives them something else to do 

and makes them better people 
and better students.”

Her grandson, Darryl Man-
cotta, helped to put away chairs 
after the festival for extra cred-
it. 

Her eldest son, Eric, is now 
a professional performance art-
ist at 19.

“When I was in this pro-
gram,  it opened my eyes to the 
arts and music, and I elaborated 
on my love for music by becom-

ing a dancer,” Eric Genovese 
said.

Later, he went to the Larenz 
Latin Dance Studio in Corona 
and joined a dance company in 
Manhattan. 

According to DoSomething.
org, a youth and young adult so-
cial justice organization, chil-
dren are four times more likely 
to be recognized for their aca-
demic performance and three 
times more likely to do well in 

attendance when their school 
has an art program. 

Despite performing profes-
sionally with the likes of Pat Be-
natar, Carly Simon and Bruce 
Springsteen, Choral Director 
Peter Valentine has learned a 
thing or two after teaching for 
10 years at IS 237.

“We’ve sung so far in Pun-
jabi, Mandarin, we’ve sung in 
Japanese, we’ve sung in Span-
ish and we rapped in Korean, 
and the kids are the one who 
taught me Mandarin, “ said 
Valentine.

Together, Valentine and the 
students perform gospel, classi-
cal and pop pieces. At the Win-
ter Arts Festival the kids per-
formed Christmas carols and 
sang hits by Michael Jackson. 

“One thing about this school 
is that it’s not just about test 
scores and numbers, it’s about 
the arts experience and every 
kid gets a talent, which is very 
important to our principal,” 
said Barbara Sirris, an eighth 
grade English & Language 
Arts teacher. 

“I can see him becoming the next Kenny G,” says mom Jennifer Jackson 
(l) of her son Brandon (c), with dad Byron. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Arts school displays students’ talents

As the arts get squeezed out of school cirricula, the Rachel Carson Magnet School in Flushing is keeping them 
alive with a winter festival.          Photo by Naeisha Rose

The idea behind the IS 237 program  — and the festival promoting it — 
is that no education is complete without a taste of music, writing and 
graphics. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich
Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung
K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

 After close to a century 
of an on-again-off-again 
struggle to build a Second 
Avenue subway, transit offi-
cials have proclaimed their 
readiness for straphangers 
to finally board the new 
transit line amid an OK 
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who proclaimed “the wait is 
over.”

 “The on-time completion 
of this transformative proj-
ect reaffirms confidence in 
government competence, 
increasing capacity on the 
nation’s busiest subway sys-
tem and delivering a new 
vital transportation artery 
to millions of New Yorkers,” 
Cuomo said.

 “New Yorker s have wait-
ed  nearly a century to see 
the promise of the Second 
Avenue subway realized and 
after unrelenting dedication 
by hardworking men and 
women, the wait is over and 
the subway will open Dec. 

31,”  he said.
 In the new subway’s  first 

week, trains will operate 
only between 6 a.m and 10 
pm. with  nighttime used for 
testing of equipment and el-
evators. Full 24-hour service 
starts Jan 9.

 Attempts have been made 
since the late 1920s to build a 
subway beneath 2nd Avenue 
to relieve the transit crush 
caused by the demolition of 
elevated lines above Second 
and Third avenues in the 
early 1950s.

 Most notable was the 
abandoning of a number of 
subway stations that had 
been built when New York 
City nearly went broke in 
the mid-1970s.

 The new subway line is 
expected to greatly alleviate 
the jam-packed conditions on 
the Lexington Avenue line, 
which carries more than 40 
percent of all New York City 
subway patrons every day.  

 The Second Avenue line 
is to be built in four stages 

with the first phase provid-
ing service from 96th Street 
to 63rd Street and carrying 
more than 200,000 passen-

gers daily. The Q train was 
rerouted from Queens for 
the project and has been 
replaced by the restored W 

train. 
 An added dividend is 

artwork by well-known art-
ists installed in the new sta-
tions,

“The Second Avenue sub-
way is the most significant 
addition to our system in 50 
years and will serve more 
riders on opening than Chi-
cago, Washington, D.C.and 
Boston transit systems com-
bined and will significantly 
reduce crowding on the Lex-
ington Avenue line,” said 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority Chairman 
Tom Pendergast. 

“Opening the line on time 
could not have happened 
without the support of Gov. 
Cuomo and the round-the-
clock work and dedication 
from the thousands of men 
and women on this project 
who made this operation 
possible.” 

The long-awaited Second Avenue subway is set to open New Year’s 
Day with built-in art installations by big-name artists.  

Courtesy of the Governor’s office/Tara Foster

Guv orders Second Ave. subway to start on time
After nearly a century of failed attempts, the new line will have a trial run New Year’s Eve and begin limited service Jan. 1
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Legos aren’t just for kids. Turns 
out there’s an entire fan club out there 
made up of grownups who are hooked 
on those colorful little interlocking 
blocks. After years spent in hiding, 
these brave souls have finally emerged 
from the shadows, and believe it or not, 
have even given themselves a name. 
Adult Fans of Lego® or AFOLs, can’t 
seem to get enough. They just love to 
build — and to display their creations.

Even celebs like Brad Pitt and Da-

vid Beckham have rediscovered this 
ageless medium. Some say it may serve 
as a creative outlet that can help bring 
out your pent-up designer mojo or re-
veal your inquisitive inner child.

If you or someone you know hap-
pens to be an AFOL, you’re probably 
already aware of the wide selection 
of grownup-oriented Lego sets on the 
market, featuring complex, high-piece-
count models that may be too difficult 
for younger kids but offer high display 
appeal — such as the Ultimate Collec-
tor Series with Star Wars and Harry 

Potter themes. And what true Lego 
explorer could ever say no to a Lego 
Architecture Burj Khalifa Dubai, or 
Empire State Building set from Santa?

So, who are these AFOLs?  They 
seem to represent a growing percent-
age of the population who have gone 
beyond the recommended age range 
printed on Lego boxes (i.e. 7-14).

Some are parents, who have watched 
and helped their children build toppling 
Lego towers, while secretly wishing 
that one day, they too could design their 
very own cool creations.  Others, like 

Astoria resident and Lego filmmaker 
David Pagano—a devoted AFOL— grew 
up playing with those tiny pieces, and 
just never wanted to stop. 

Pagano, 31, recently celebrated the 
release of his newest project 

“The Lego Animation Book,” which 
he penned along with co-author and 
AFOL buddy Dave Pickett. The sign-
ing event was hosted by the popular 
Astoria Bookshop (one of Queens’ only 
remaining non-religious bookstore), 
where the filmmaker-turned-author in-

Continued on Page 36

Local fi lmmaker-turned-author shares his passion for Legos

The garbage monster from 
David  Pagano’s short film 
“Garbage Man” took about 
12 hours to build. 

Courtesy of  Paganomation
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Answers in Sports

FILM

Meet the Patels — Ravi Patel 
is almost 30, an actor, and, 
worst of all to his traditional 
Hindu parents, still 
unmarried. After he breaks 
up with his white girlfriend, 
Ravi submits to his parents’ 
wishes and allows them 
to play matchmaker. The 
true-life romantic comedy 
Meet the Patels explores the 
infl uences of culture and 
identity on the most intense, 
personal, and important part 
of one’s life — love.
When: Friday, Dec. 23 at 11 a.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 62nd Ave, 
Rego Park 
Cost: Free
Contact: angela.elle@parks.
nyc.gov
Website: www.nycgovparks.
com

Christmas, Again— A 
heartbroken Christmas-tree 
salesman (Audley) returns to 
New York City hoping to put 

his past behind him.
When: Saturday, Dec. 24, at 
2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Hugo — Director Martin 
Scorsese’s fi rst feature 
designed for family audiences 
is a treat for all lovers of 
cinema. His adaptation of 
Brian Selznick’s graphic novel 
about the friendship between 
a young boy and Georges 
Méliès, one of the inventors 
of cinema, is a love letter to 
the art form that uses the 
new technology of digital 3-D 
fi lmmaking to celebrate the 
birth of movies. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 24 at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.

movingimage.us/

Kubo and the Two Strings — A 
young boy named Kubo leads 
a peaceful existence, making 
origami characters come to 
life for his village. But his life is 
turned upside down when he 
unwittingly summons a spirit 
from his past who is intent on 
igniting an ancient family feud.
When: Monday, Dec. 26 at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $7 for children ages 
3-17, $15 for adults
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/
  

EVENTS

Ugly Sweater Contest— 
Austin’s Ale House invites 
you to wear your ugliest 
holiday sweater and join the 
party, which includes a live 
disc jockey, drink specials 
and lots of holiday cheer.
When: Friday, Dec. 23 at 10 p.m.
Where: Austin’s Ale House, 
82-70 Austin Street, Kew 
Gardens
Cost: Free (drink specials 
not included)
Contact: (718) 849-3939
Website: www.
austinsteakandalehouse.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar A Charlie Brown Christmas — First shown 

as an animated television special in 1965, 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” has been a big 
part of holiday tradition ever since. This 
family-friendly holiday musical based on 
the special follows Charlie Brown, Snoopy 
and the whole Peanuts gang as they 
grapple with the meaning of Christmas.
When: Dec. 23, 27-30 at 7 p.m.; Dec. 24 at 2 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18, $12 for children, $50 for a family 
of four
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Act One, One Act Festival 2017 — The Act 
One: One Act Festival is a self-producing 
competition style one-act play festival. 
The plays are divided into four different 
programs. Each program will run fi ve times 
with four of those performances being 
evening performances.
When: Program A: Jan. 13, 20, 24 at 7:30 p.m., 
Jan. 15 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 at 2 p.m.; Program B: 
Jan. 15 at 8 p.m., Jan. 16, 25 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 
21 at 2 p.m., Jan. 22 at 5 p.m.; Program C: Jan. 
14, 18, 26 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 
at 8 p.m.; Program D: Jan. 15 at 2 p.m., Jan. 19, 
23, 27 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 8 p.m.

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 at door; $15 advanced sale; $55 

four-show deal
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker, all she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. 
Her Mom and Dad, King Loadsadough and 
Queen Patience, want her to focus on her 
Princess duties. Luckily, her four maids and 
the Chancellor and Lady in Waiting are on 
hand to help make her dream come true! 
When: Jan. 14 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on 
a mission to fi nd his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with an endearing 
crew of misfi ts, Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword fi ghts, and 
plenty of audience interaction.
When: Jan. 28 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.comContinued on Page 38
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BY MERLE EXIT

Hanukkah... or Chanu-
kah (we have been wan-
dering for many years in 
search of the correct spell-
ing) is the winter holiday 
commemorating the resto-
ration of Jewish worship 
at the temple of Jerusalem 
when Judah Maccabee 
led the revolt against the 
Seleucid Empire in 164 
BCE. Judah was called 
“Maccabee,” a word com-
posed of the initial letters 
of the four Hebrew words 
“Mi Kamocha Ba’eilim 
Hashem,” meaning: “Who 
is like You, G-d.”

Having conquered, 
Maccabee obtained a me-
norah to serve as a me-
morial. A small amount 
of olive oil was used, and 
expected to burn for one 
day. Instead, the meno-
rah burned for eight days, 
and to remember this mi-
aracle, this Hebrew year 
of 5777, Chanukah begins 
on the evening of the 24th 
of December (Kislev).

With the exception 
of the High Holy Days, 
Jewish holidays tend to 
follow the same pattern: 
We fought, we won, we 
eat. Which traditional 
foods are served on this 
Hanukkah? Think of it as 
consuming the eight days 
of oil—starting with fried 
pancakes called “latkes”.

Most common are the 
potato latkes that com-
bine raw grated potatoes 
with onions, eggs, and 
flour (or matzo meal), a 
traditional Ashkenazi 
classic. Why do we grate 
the potatoes? To remind 
us of our suffering, of 
course! You can certainly 
bake them, but it tastes so 
much better fried in oil. 

Let’s go to our matzo 
maven Hal Simon, general 
manager of Ben’s  Best Ko-
sher Deli in Bayside,  who 
started working there at 
the age of 16 at its first lo-
cation in Carle Place, Long 
Island. He tells me that 
latkes are always made 
with potatoes. However, 

they can be prepared with 
other added vegetables 
such as zucchini, spinach 
or sweet potato. Looking 
at other countries’ ideas 
shows that Israelis, for 
instance, make theirs us-
ing meat. Great for those 
“meat and potato “ lovers. 

Another tradition is 
“kugel,” or pudding using 
either potatoes or wide 
noodles (“lokshon”). Po-
tato kugel is like having a 
huge baked latke. Noodle 
pudding is prepared two 
ways: sweet or savory. The 
savory version combines 
noodles, eggs, cottage 
cheese, sour cream, and 
butter. Oy, the cholester-
oil! Butter makes the 
noodles crunchy along 
the bottom. One sweet 
version uses less butter 
and adds sugar, nutmeg, 
cinnamon and raisins, 
usually served cold. 

It was Herbert Hoover 
who suupposedly prom-
ised “a chicken in every 
pot,” but Ben’s took it se-
riously. Half of a boiled 

chicken, noodles, a large 
matzo ball, peas, car-
rots, and meat “kreplach” 
(dumplings) are actually 
served in a pot. Ben’s cures 
their tongue and corned 
beef on the premises. 

“It takes two weeks to 
do this”, Hal said. 

Then, of course, there’s 
brisket (uncured corned 
beef), pastrami and tur-
key. But don’t kvetch if you 
find that the food isn’t salty 
enough—Hal says that you 
can always add salt.  

Ben’s does have des-
serts of pastries and a 
few other goodies, but 
not “sufganiyah” (fried 
jelly donuts). According 
to Gil Marks, author of 
“The Encyclopedia of 
Jewish Food,” Polish im-
migrants brought “pon-
chiks,” as they called 
them, to Israel along with 
the custom of eating them 
on Hanukkah. In Israel, 
however, ponchiks soon 
took the name sufgani-
yah (sufganiyot plural), 

Burn the oil, eat the food
Celebrate the miracle of Hanukkah by eating eight days worth of oil

PRIVATE ROOMS: Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday: $55.00 +tax p/p
(50 Person Minimum) 

Thursday: $65.00 +tax p/p ( 50 Person Minimum) 
Friday & Saturday: $75.00 +tax p/p (100 Person Minimum) 

Sunday: $75.00 +tax p/p (50 Person Minimum) 

FOR THOSE SMALLER COMPANIES THAT CAN NOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, 
WE CAN OFFER A SEMI PRIVATE AREA IN OUR MAIN BALLROOM (With other groups of guests) 

D.J. INCLUDED 

DECEMBER 9th & DECEMBER 14th ONLY $60.00 +tax p/p (10 Person Minimum)

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW 
& YOUR TICKET AT OUR NEW YEAR’S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 

p/p

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

718-224-8787 * www.thedouglastonmanor.com 
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD. * DOUGLASTON * N.Y * 11363

PR

Continued on Page 39

Hal Simon flashes a plate of potato pancakes, the tradi-
tional food of Hannukah, at Ben’s Best, the famous deli in 
Bayside Terrace.  Photo by Merle Exit
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Time was that New 
York City was peppered 
with little French res-
taurants, their nucleus 
being in and around the 
theater district, owned 
and operated by Gallic 
expats.  Like the $2 steak, 
they are for the most part 
a fond memory.  There-
fore, we were surprised 
and delighted to discover 
Côté Soleil, a new French 
bistro in Astoria, facili-
tating time travel to a by-
gone era.

Except for the lace 
café curtains in the win-
dow, the décor in this 
petite café gives nothing 
away.  Its overly lit, mod-
ernish décor could be 
the setting for any cui-
sine.  Perhaps the great 
big clock on the wall is 
a subtle reference to an 
earlier time.  The mid-
century recorded music 
is another matter.  Lean-
ing heavily on Old Blue 
Eyes, intermingled with 
Charles Aznavour and 
others of the era, your 

ears are definitely trans-
ported back to another 
generation. . Dimming 
the lights would go a 
long way towards creat-
ing the romantic mood 
the cuisine deserves.

If you were to ask 
someone not particularly 
familiar with French 
cuisine to name all the 
French dishes they can 
think of, they would prob-
ably name most of the 
contents of Côté Soleil’s 
menu.  While French 
food has evolved, embrac-
ing innovation and for-
eign influences, this café 
sticks steadfastly to the 
classics.  Perhaps the res-
taurant’s owner, Vincent 
Caro’s Breton origins 
(France’s northwestern-
most region), account 
for his traditionalism.  
Whatever the reason, 
there’s a lot to be said for 
retro pleasures.

The concise menu 
could have been cribbed 
from Julia Child’s pre-
miere season on Channel 
Thirteen.  It leans heavily 
on the obvious, although 

there are a few surprises 
like Le baguez (lamb sau-
sage, fries, harissa mayo 
in baguette) or truffle 
flavored pizza.  We stuck 
with the tried and true.

We kicked off with a 
cheesy crock of La soupe 
à l’oignon gratinée.  The 
broth was sweetly in-
tense, and the cheese, 
chewily elastic, just as it 
should be.  We followed 
that up with Le pâté 

maison, a rustic country 
pâté.  The robust tex-
tured slices are a mosaic 
of meat and liver bits, 
studded with pistachios, 
rather than the typical 
smooth mousse-like ver-
sion more common in 
this country.  It comes 
served with gherkins, 
mustard and bread.  

We couldn’t pass up 
what could arguably be 
France’s most iconic 

dish—Le coq au vin.
The menu describes it 

as “chicken braised in red 
wine with mushrooms, 
pearl onions, carrots and 
potatoes.”  Flavor-wise, 
this rendition lived up 
to its classic reputation, 
although the pommes de 
terre were unaccount-
ably absent.  Perhaps as 
divine compensation, the 
other entrée we ordered, 
La bavette à l’échalote, 
came accompanied by 
the most perfect pommes 
fritte in living memory.  
Along with the divine 
fries, the flap steak comes 
smothered in winey sau-
téed shallots.  The shal-
lots were lovely, but be 
forewarned: Flap steak is, 
by nature, chewy.  Good 
taste, extra-resilient tex-
ture.

The selection of old 
school desserts Francais-
es proved irresistible.  We 
agonized between the La 
crème brulée, La mousse 
au chocolat, Le riz au 
lait et son caramel au 
beurre sale and settled 

Bistro recalls old-school French dining

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

IF YOU GO
Côté Soleil
50-12 Skillman Ave.
Woodside, New York

(347) 612-4333
http://www.

cotesoleilnyc.com/

Price Range: Hors 
d’oeuvres: $7—10; Entrees: 
$13--20
Cuisine: Classic French
Setting: Small, simple 
decor
Service: Professional, 
helpful.
Hours: Open 7 days from 
5pm, Weekend Brunch: 
10:00 am—4:00 pm
Reservations: 
Recommended
Alcohol: Wine
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Close quarters, 
need to be well behaved
Music: Recorded
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No

Continued on Page 39

DINING OUT

Côté Soleil’s Le pâté maison, is a mosaic of meat and liver 
bits studded with pistachios.  By Suzanne Parker
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Christmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve 

at Aunt Bella’s
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks south of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

OUT GOING 
CATERING!!

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95
Dozen Baked Clams - $13.95

Mussels, White or Red - $11.95
Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25
Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 

lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 
over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95
Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 

clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara - $23.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95
Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken breast, 

spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh mozzarella 
in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - $17.95
Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet topped with 

ricotta and eggplant, served
Parmigiana style - $17.95

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95

Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti 
and Meatballs - $14.95

Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce 
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $15.95

Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 
Parmigiana - $17.95

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25 $6.25 $6.25

AVAILABLE
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 23-29, 2016

By Bill Deasy

White Out
Across
1.  Does one's part?
5.  Barely made it 

home?
9. Tarzan's transport
13. Seal in juices
14.  R.E.M. singer 

Michael
15.  Words to an  

"old chap"
16. *Christmas
19. Alien subj.
20. Molding style
21.  Online music mart
22. Supply center?
23.  Egypt's early 

goddess
24. Without fear: Var.
27.  "How Sweet ___"
28.  Bodybuilder's 

sixpack
31. Clogs or pumps
32. AARP or NAACP
33. Taj Mahal locale
34. *CAPS
37.  Suffixes with 

sultan
38. Poetic sundowns
39.  Cries from the flock
40. ___ Moines, IA
41. Beach bird
42. Hardly modest
43. ___ mater
44. ___ Lang Syne'
45. Bring down
48. Horse's parent
49. "--- Clear Day..."
52. *FLAG
55. "Fits to ___"
56. Basic precept

57.  Absolutely first-
rate

58.  Emulates Queen 
Latifah

59.  Tests for srs. 
and jrs.

60.  Substandard 
marks

Down
1.  Stadium in which 

to see Venus?
2. Biz bigwigs
3.  Like most N.B.A. 

stars
4. ___ Lanka
5. Eye sores
6.  We wish we knew 

its meaning
7.  Kind of beer, for 

short
8. Constructing

9. Computer illness
10. The doctor ___
11.  "Great" detective 

of kid lit
12. Watches closely
14. Wise guys
17. Reply to a taunt
18. Elevator name
22. Hammer heads
23. "Here we are!"
24. President of Syria
25.  * in 16A, 34A, 

and 52A
26. Theater areas
27.  "This ___ of 

those things..."
28.  Writer James and 

family
29. Some cereals
30. Brazen
32.  Scene of sports 

action

33.  ___ as a March 
hare

35. Agitates
36.  Motorcycle 

maker
41.  Women's 

magazine
42. Explosion
43. Ski lead-in
44.  Suffix for the 

wealthy?
45. Bygone monarch
46. "Go ___ winner"
47. Slicing, dicing, etc.
48. Conveyed
49. Clarinet's cousin
50. "Love" in tennis
51. Part of 7D
53. Agcy. for narcs
54.  Affected with 

rabies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60
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L I E N A R L E S B E E R
E A S T M E T R O O D D S

troduced curious locals 
and Lego enthusiasts 
to his craft and talked 
about the amazing art of 
bringing Lego creations 
to life with stop-motion 
animation.

“I’ve been a fan of 
Lego since I received my 

first set at the age of 3,” 
said Pagano. “Some peo-
ple enter what’s known 
as the ‘Dark Ages’ during 
their adolescent years, 
where they become ‘too 
cool’ to build Lego mod-
els; I somehow avoided 
that. My coolness re-
mains.”

Written and laid out 
in a fun yet informa-
tive format, the book is 
geared toward aspiring 
animators and Lego afi-
cionados of all ages, in-
cluding kids. And each 
page is chock full of pho-
tos showing funny, over-
sized Lego minifigure 
characters, interspersed 
with helpful pointers 
and suggestions.  No ex-
perience required.

As a teen, young Da-

vid was already mak-
ing Lego films in high 
school. 

“I entered a Lego 
movie-making competi-
tion in my sophomore 
year, and won a trip to 
the far-off land of… New 
York City, where I grew 
up. Nevertheless, it was 
one of the first times I be-
gan to see filmmaking as 
something I could poten-
tially turn into a career,” 
he recalled. “And at the 
time, I had no idea how 
long Lego toys would 
continue to be a part of 
that.”

The budding AFOL 
knew he was hooked af-
ter discovering and fur-
ther exploring the fasci-
nating art of animation, 
and his Lego journey led 
to countless animated 
films and shorts that he 
happily produced. 

You may have seen 
some of Pagano’s work 
featured in 2014’s “The 
Lego Movie.” It’s a clip 
from his  “Garbage Man” 
short , about a giant trash 
monster of the same 
name, who partners with 
a sanitation worker to 
keep the town clean.  

Every creation and 
story conjured up by 
Team Pagano begins 
with a humongous dose 
of imagination. But then 
comes the hard work, 
according to their head 
“Lego geek,” who said 
he spent 12 hours or so 
building that Garbage 
Man character.  The 
48-second short took 20 
more hours to set every-
thing up, and another 
20 to do all of the anima-
tion. The film was made 
in eight days, from con-
cept to completion, and 
some of Pagano’s friends 
helped with the anima-
tion, while his brother 
designed the title card.

So, where does all that 
Lego magic happen?  It 
takes shape, literally, at 
the filmmaker’s Brook-
lyn production studio. 
Paganomation boasts a 
10-year track record of 
successful animation 
projects with The Lego 
Group, its licensors, 
marketing agencies, and 
other various partners.   

In the realm of Lego 
animation, so-called 
“brickfilms” are a way 
for Lego fans to tell their 
stories through film us-
ing stop-motion tech-
niques, and they can be 
about anything, accord-
ing to Pagano. But they 

all have one thing in 
common—the use of Lego 
bricks and elements. 

So, what is stop-mo-
tion? “It’s an animation 
technique almost as 
old as motion pictures 
themselves,” Pagano 
explained. “It involves 
taking many still pho-
tographs of an object. 
An animator moves the 
object a tiny amount af-
ter each photo is taken. 
Then, the pictures are 
viewed in sequence and 
the illusion of movement 
is achieved.”

Pagano said he uses 
two approaches to create 
a new film.

“In the book, we 
break down brickfilm 
development into two 
approaches: the ‘Play 
Approach’ and the ‘Plan 
Approach,’” Pagano said. 
“The Play Approach in-
volves building a Lego 
model, putting it in front 
of your camera, and im-
provising the entire sto-
ry using only the model 
and your imagination. 
It’s a sort of stream-of-
consciousness path to 
making a film. The Plan 
Approach, on the other 
hand, is closer to the 
traditional filmmaking 

structure: write a script; 
draw storyboards; design 
the sets, characters, and 
props; shoot the movie; 
edit it; and so forth.”

The Lego master feels 
a surprising kinship to 
fellow filmmaker Alfred 
Hitchcock, citing the 
documentary “All About 
‘The Birds,’” in which 
production designer 
Robert F. Boyle describes 
working with the legend-
ary Hitch:

“His main thrust in 
all of his work was prep-
aration. Matter of fact, 
he sometimes facetiously 
said he was bored with 
shooting the picture,” 
Boyle recalled. “The ex-
citement came with the 
ideas that were generated 
in the preparatory por-
tion of the filmmaking 
process. He liked to have 
it all clear in his mind so 
that before he started to 
shoot, he saw the whole 
movie in his mind.”

Pagano pointed out 
that although he often 
“plans his films to a sim-
ilarly extreme degree,” 
he also makes sure “to 
leave space in the anima-
tion process for having 
fun, improvising, and 
making myself laugh.”

Continued from Page 31 

LEGOS FOR ADULTS

Astoria resident and Lego filmmaker — and now author — 
David Pagano shares the secrets of his craft in “The Lego 
Animation Book.”  Photo by Tammy  Scileppi
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Please call to make reservations: (718) 224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston, New York 11363

www.thedouglastonmanor.com

Celebrate
New Year’s Eve

at the
December 31 s t,

2016
Five Course Dinner  DJ & Dancing

Open Bar

We also have private rooms that can accommodate up to 125 people

Tuscan Table
A grand display of Antipasti

Stuzzichini
Passed Hors D’Oeuvres

UPON ARRIVAL:

Sit Down Dinner
Winter Salad

Ravioli Duo

Surf ‘N’ Turf ‘N’ Turf

Chocolate Symphony
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Long Island City Food 
Tour — Treat your taste 
buds as you eat your way 
through one of Queens’ 
most historic and vibrant 
neighborhoods with the 
Long Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting 
at 12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long 
Island City (exact location 
provided with ticket 
purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

MUSIC

Oratorio Society of 
Queens — The Queensboro 
Symphony Orchestra will 
return to Mary’s Nativity 
Church for its pre-New 
Year’s Eve Concert.
When: Thursday, Dec. 29, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Mary’s Nativity 
Church, 46-02 Parsons 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 359-5996

Website: www.facebook.
com/QueensboroSymphony
Orchestra 

KIDS AND FAMILY

Winter Wildlife — Learn 
about the physical and 
behavioral adaptations of 
forest mammals, birds and 
reptiles. 
When: Wednesday, Dec. 28, 
at 10 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $24 per child
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Winter Break and Family 
Workshops — The Queens 
Museum invites children 
aged 5-12 and their adult 
companions to take a 
closer look at the Nonstop 
Metropolis: The Remix 
exhibition and create their 
own maps using their own 
routes as inspiration for 
map-making.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 28 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Queens
Cost:Free for children under 
18, $8 for adults, $4 for 

seniors
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

Family Nature Bingo — 
Learn interesting science 
facts about local plants and 
wildlife as you compete to 
win exciting prizes.
When: Thursday, Dec. 29, at 
2 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Winter Break and Family 
Workshops — The Queens 
Museum invites children 
aged 5-12 and their adult 
companions to take a 
closer look at Queens 
Museum artist Mierle 
Laderman Ukeles’ “One 
Year Worktime II” mural 
and explore symbols 
and color association in 
connection with the change 
of seasons.
When: Thursday, Dec. 29 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Queens
Cost:Free for children 
under 18, $8 for adults, $4 

Continued from Page 32 

Arts for seniors
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

Winter Break and Family 
Workshops — The Queens 
Museum invites children 
aged 5-12 and their adult 
companions to create their 
own lamp models using 
the museum’s permanent 
Neustadt Collection of 
Tiffany Glass as inspiration.
When: Friday, Dec. 30 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Queens
Cost:Free for children 
under 18, $8 for adults, $4 
for seniors
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Sascha Braunig: Shivers 
— With more than 20 
works made over the 
last five years, Shivers 
showcases Braunig’s 
unique approach to the 
studio portrait. Beginning 
with meticulously rendered 
paintings of fantastical 
sculptural constructions, 
the artist has deployed 
a range of pictorial 
techniques to depict bodies 
under duress.
When: Runs until March 5, 
2017. The museum is open 
Thursday through Monday 
from 12 pm to 6 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: Museum admission 
is $10 for adults, $5 for 
students and senior 
citizens, free children 
under 15 free. Also, until 
Oct. 15, 2017, all residents 
of New York’s five boroughs 
receive free entrance to all 
exhibitions during regular 
museum hours; excluding 
concerts, fundraisers, and 
ticketed events

FITNESS

NYRR Open Run: Astoria 
Park— Open Run is a 
community-based, 
volunteer-led running 
initiative bringing free 
weekly runs and walks to 
local neighborhood parks. 
The finish line is open until 
the last person is done. 
The courses vary based on 
the park, but the courses 
are between 2.5 and 3 
miles long. Participants 
are encouraged to arrive 15 
minutes before the start of 
the run and to leave their 

valuables at home – bag 
check is not provided. Open 
to all ages, experience 
levels, walkers, strollers, 
dogs: All are welcome.
When: Saturday, Dec. 24, 
at 9 a.m.
Where: Astoria Park Track, 
14-28 Astoria Park South
Cost: Free
Contact: (855) 569-6977
Website: openrun.nyrr.org

NYRR Open Run: 
Cunningham Parks — Open 
Run is a community-based, 
volunteer-led running 
initiative bringing free 
weekly runs and walks to 
local neighborhood parks. 
The finish line is open until 
the last person is done. 
The courses vary based on 
the park, but the courses 
are between 2.5 and 3 
miles long. Participants 
are encouraged to arrive 15 
minutes before the start of 
the run and to leave their 
valuables at home – bag 
check is not provided. Open 
to all ages, experience 
levels, walkers, strollers, 
dogs: All are welcome.
When: Sunday, Dec. 25, at 
9 a.m.
Where: Cunningham Track, 
196th Street and Union 
Turnpike, Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (855) 569-6977
Website: openrun.nyrr.org

Double Dutch Tournament 
— Youth of all ages and 
skill levels are invited to 
participate in this double 
dutch tournament.
When: Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 
9 a.m.
Where: Sorrentino 
Recreation Center, 18-48 
Carnaga Ave., Far Rockaway 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 471-4818
Website: www.
nycgovparks.org/
events/2016/12/27/double-
dutch-tournament

Wheelchair Basketball 
Open Gym — Come out and 
scrimmage against other 
wheelchair basketball 
players from the NYC 
area.  With the help of the 
Brooklyn Nets Wheelchair 
Basketball Team, it’s 
guaranteed to be tons 
of fun and you’ll come 
back every week for more 
action!
When: Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 
8 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter 
Recreation Center, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
Queens
Cost: A valid NYC Parks 
recreation center 
membership is required
Contact: (718) 353-7853

Website:www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/12/27/
wheelchair-basketball-
open-gym-hosted-by-the-
brooklyn-nets-wheelchair-
basketball-team

2016 Holiday Classic 
Basketball Tournament 
— NYC Parks and PAL are 
teaming up to present the 
3rd Annual Holiday Classic 
Basketball Tournament, 
a youth recreational 
tournament in celebration 
of the holidays.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 28, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Los Battalion 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-3300
Website: www.
nycgovparks.org/
events/2016/12/28/2016-
holiday-classic-basketball-
tournament

COMEDY

The Standing Room — 
Friday Night StandUp! and 
Saturday Night StandUp! 
feature a lineup of top 
stand-up comedians.
When: Friday, Dec. 23,  and 
Saturday, Dec. 24, 8 p.m. 
Where: The Standing Room, 
47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Friday, $10; Saturday, 
$15
Contact: (347) 309-7666
Website: www.
standingroomlic.com

The Standing Room — The 
Umbachtu Royal Variety 
Hour is an evening of 
psychedelic vaudeville 
featuring Benny and Griff, 
the Flying Luango Brothers, 
a set of french conjoined 
twins and more.
When: Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 
8 p.m.
Where: The Standing Room, 
47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 309-7666
Website: www.
standingroomlic.com

The Standing Room — The 
Umbachtu Royal Variety 
Hour is an evening of 
psychedelic vaudeville 
featuring Benny and Griff, 
the Flying Luango Brothers, 
a set of french conjoined 
twins and more.
When: Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 
8 p.m.
Where: The Standing Room, 
47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 309-7666
Website: www.
standingroomlic.com

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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from a “spongy dough” 
mentioned in the Talmud, 
“sofgan” and “sfogga.” 

In 2009, about 18 mil-
lion sufganiyot were 
consumed in Israel in 
the weeks before and 
during the holiday, or 
about three doughnuts 
per Israeli, with the Is-
reali Defense Force alone 
purchasing around a half 
million that year. About 
70 percent of all sufgani-
yot consumed are stuffed 
with jelly, but a number 
of other fillings have be-
come popular, including 
halva, crème espresso, 
chocolate truffle, and 
numerous exotic flavors. 
Jelly doughnuts in Brazil 
are commonly filled with 

dulce de leche (a milky 
caramel), which recently 
also became a popular 
Israeli filling, known as 
“ribat chalav” in Hebrew. 
American Jews have ad-
opted the sufganiyah, al-
though most tend to stick 
to the old- fashioned jelly 
fillings and a confection-
ers’ sugar dusting.

I got some latkes to go 
to make your own noodle 
pudding at home. Notic-
ing that I did not have 
anything similar to cot-
tage cheese, I made my 
own using whole milk. I 
heated it up to an almost 
boil and dropped in some 
fresh lemon juice. Cheese 
goes to the top, whey 
to the bottom. Drain 
through a cloth, and now 
you have fresh cheese. 

Fish, particularly 
salmon, is neutral or 

“pareve.” A combo of 
smoked salmon, chopped 
hard boiled eggs, capers, 
chopped onions and to-
mato would suffice as 
an appetizer. In fact, you 
can have that, schmooze 
with your friends or fam-
ily for an hour, and then 
indulge in Ben’s tradi-
tional delights. 

Back to Hal, who told 
me that Chinese restau-
rants aren’t the only ones 
open on Christmas Day. 
Although the restaurant 
is considered to be kosher, 
they are not closed on the 
Sabbath. That means that 
you can dine there on the 
first day of Hanukkah. 
Check the website for spe-
cials that may have noth-
ing to do with the holiday. 
Hey, you don’t have to be 
Jewish to love latkes—all 
year round. 

on the L’île flotante.  We 
remember ogling Julia 
Child making this dish, 
which was also called 
Oeufs à la neige in the 
‘70s.  Côté Soleil’s rendi-
tion of fluffy meringue in 

a pond of crème anglaise 
did not disappoint.

The Bottom Line:

Whether you’re 
nostalgic for classical 
French cuisine, or yet 
to try it, Côté Soleil is 
an opportunity not to 
be missed.  Their very 
affordable minimalist 
menu offers enough op-

tions to please both meat 
lovers and vegetarians 
looking for a complete 
dinner, or just grazing.  
Their wine list is concise 
and modestly priced like 
their menu.  On week-
ends they offer a brunch 
menu with a full comple-
ment of Les crêpes Bret-
onnes.  C’est si bon!

Continued from Page 34 

Côté Soleil

Continued from Page 33 

Hanukka

Buy $50, Earn $10 
Buy $100, Earn $20

Bourbon Street  40-12 Bell Boulevard, 
Bayside, NY  11361   
718-224-2200

MARBELLA - P: 718-423-0100 718-423-0102 
contact@MarbellaRestaurant.com 

FREE PARKING!
We Accept All

Major Credit
Cards. 

Live DJ ~ Playing Cumbia, Merengue, Salsa from 50s to 90s

RESTAURANT & CATERING

NEW YEAR’S EVE
MUSIC  DANCING

NEWS YEAR’S EVE GALA DINNER

Regular Dinner Served till 9:30pm Last
Seating 8:00pm “Must be out by 9:45”

ALL FOR

$108
Per person plus T&T

Premium
Champagne

Premium Liquor
Pina Colada
Wine ~ Beer

Superb Spanish &
Continental Cuisine.
Open For Lunch
& Dinner.
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tions have not evolved 
to meet the needs of 
this demographic. 
From this perspective, 
Tangram checks all the 
boxes. It’s a transfor-
mative project that will 
provide unique options 
under one roof for all 
of the greater Flushing 
area to enjoy.”

This will be the first 
movie theater in the 
neighborhood since the 
historic RKO Theater.

The theater closed 
down in 1986 and since 
then its fate has been in 
limbo with multiple de-
velopers buying, then 
selling the theater.

RKO was recently 
purchased by Xinyuan 
Real Estate, a China-
based real estate devel-
oper and property man-
ager in August.

Xinyuan acquired 
the derelict building 
located at 135-35 North-
ern Blvd. for $66 mil-
lion and plans to build 
a 269-unit residential 
building.

Xinyuan is the fifth 
developer to try to con-
vert the abandoned the-
ater.

Reach Gina Marti-
nez by e-mail at gmarti-
nez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 2 

DevelopmentCANDLELIGHT IN CATHEDRAL

On the Sunday before Christmas, the Greater Allen AME Cathedral on Merrick Boulevard holds a candlelight 
service, a jumping, dancing gospel show that is the traditional highlight of the holiday season. This is the view 
from behind the choir. Photo by Nat Valentine

78 homeless men staying 
at the 55th Road hotel.

“I believe we have 
reached a crossroad in 
the direction our city 
should be taking,” Avel-
la said. “Under Mayor 
de Blasio we have more 
homeless than ever - our 
taxes continue to rise 
and it is more expensive 
to live here than ever 
before, all of this, while 
our quality of life fades 
away. I believe it is time 
for a change. It is time 
to eliminate the corrup-
tion at City Hall where 
campaign consultants/
lobbyists sit at the table. 
It is time for the people of 
this city to be at the table. 
It is time to stop dumping 
homeless families and 
individuals in hotels and 
motels throughout the 
city without support ser-
vices and the prospect of 
stable long-term housing 
and without community 
notification or involve-
ment. It is time to make 
New York City more af-
fordable to live, so fami-
lies can thrive and se-
nior citizens can afford 
to retire in the city they 
helped build.”

Avella also said he 
would adopt the 2 percent 
property tax cap, prop-
erly fund school capital 
and expense projects so 
that students have up-

to-date technology, and 
give communities a big-
ger say in what happens 
in their neighborhoods 
as opposed to de Blasio’s 
“top down planning ap-
proach”

Miley Wang, a resi-
dent of Elmhurst for 
30 years, said she sup-

ported Avella because 
of his support for  the 
Pan Am hotel protesters 
years ago. Avella was 
a vocal opponent of the 
Elmhurst hotel being 
used as a shelter.

“I’m here because 
he’s been very support-
ive of Elmhurst, even 

though he’s not part of 
that area,” Wang said 
“He’s able to do the right 
thing and bring commu-
nities together instead 
of dividing and conquer-
ing. People need help and 
he’s bringing awareness 
that these hotels are not 
a good place for people 

to live. So much money 
goes towards housing 
these families in small 
rooms, while the money 
could be spent in better 
ways and help find ac-
tual housing.” 

Nancy Telesca, a re-
tired teacher who has 
lived in Maspeth for 40 

years, is also backing 
Avella for his stance on 
the homeless shelter cri-
sis. 

“I’ve been here pick-
eting this Holiday Inn 
since August, when we 
found out they were go-
ing to turn this into a 
shelter without really 
giving us a say in the 
community,” she said, 
“Bob Holden, Anthony 
Nunziato, Brian Barn-
well, we all come here. 
We’re not against the 
homeless people, we’re 
against Mayor de Bla-
sio’s policies because 
he’s not doing anything 
the right way to help 
people. We have been 
picketing every night. 
Someone called me to 
say Tony Avella has 
been very instrumen-
tal, he’s been with us all 
along whereas our own 
people, you know (City 
Councilwoman Eliza-
beth) Crowley and them 
aren’t. So I’m supporting 
him because I feel that 
he will do a much better 
job than Mayor de Blasio, 
I’m very sorry, but I have 
no great love for him or 
his polices, and I do want 
to see a change.” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Avella

In front of the Holiday Inn Express in Maspeth, site of a proposed homeless shelter, Tony Avella announces he’ll run for 
mayor in 2017. Photo by Michaael Shain



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 23–29, 2016 41  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

John Tsapelas looked 
up at the scoreboard and 
couldn’t quite believe what 
he was seeing.

The John Bowne boys’ 
basketball coach was a bit 
stunned by his squad’s per-
formance Tuesday night, 
cruising to a 99-79 victory 
over Cardozo. He was also 
incredibly proud.

It was a statement vic-
tory for the Wildcats, a 
team that moved up to ‘AA’ 
this season and one that 
kept ‘Dozo coach Ron Na-
clerio away from history. 
The longtime Judges leader 
came into the PSAL match-
up tied with Ed Petrie for 
the most public-school wins 
in New York state.

“I really didn’t have 
words. I kept looking at the 
scoreboard and I wasn’t 
sure that I was looking at 
it right,” Tsapelas said. 
“Then towards the middle 
of the third quarter, I’m 
just looking at the seconds 
tick down. No fouls, let’s not 
stop this clock, just keep it 
moving.”

The Wildcats were well 
aware of Naclerio’s pos-
sible run at history and 
the squad knew it was an 
underdog coming into the 
matchup. That, of course, 

only fueled the team’s col-
lective fire. 

“We knew that SNY 
and all of NYCH was com-
ing, so we had to put on a 
show,” said senior Chris-
tian Hinckson, who fin-
ished with 21 points. “You 
can’t come in our house 
and win.”

Bowne came out fir-
ing on all cylinders from 
the get-go, draining three 
straight shots from behind 
the arc for the squad’s first 
points of the game. The 
Wildcats wrapped up the 
first quarter on a 15-point 
run, jumping out to a 33-7 
lead after the opening eight 
minutes.

“We just wanted to play 
hard,” said sophomore 
Alejandro Vasquez, who 
finished with a team-high 
30 points. “We had that in-
tensity in the first, so we 
just kept going and we kept 
playing.”

Bowne boasted a serious 
height advantage at nearly 
every position, forcing Car-
dozo to play three bigs at 
certain points in the game. 

And the Wildcats used 
that disparity on the 
boards, limiting the Judges 
to one-and-one shots and 
keeping their own posses-
sions alive. 

This was supposed to the night Cardozo’s Ron Naclerio became the 
winningest coach in state history — but John Bowne upset the Judges 
with a 99-79 victory.         Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

BY LAURA AMATO

It was an incredible season 
for girls’ soccer in Queens. 

Francis Lewis had a historic 
run on the pitch, recording 
a perfect regular season and 
boasting a defense that didn’t 
give up a single goal in its first 15 
games. The Patriots made their 
first-ever appearance in the city 
final as well and while it didn’t 
end the way the team hoped – 
falling 5-1 to Beacon – the squad 
couldn’t be disappointed with 
its performance. 

Cardozo also made it as far 
as the PSAL ‘A’ quarterfinals, 
while Flushing notched an ap-
pearance in the ‘B’ semifinals. 

Christ the King led the 
CHSAA once again, notching 
another city championship with 
an overtime victory over The 
Mary Louis Academy. 

Here are the players who 
helped make this season so suc-
cessful: 

Player of the Year: Sarafina 
Smith, Francis Lewis

Coach of the Year: Eleni Sotiriou, 
Francis Lewis

The Patriots coach was an 
endless source of optimism and 
encouragement on the sidelines 
this year and it paid off as Fran-
cis Lewis made its first-ever 
PSAL ‘A’ championship appear-
ance. Sotiriou focused her team’s 
efforts on quick passes and lock-
down defense and it worked as 
the Patriots rolled through the 
regular season undefeated. The 
group will be a force to be reck-
oned with again next season as 
a handful of starters return to 
the lineup. 

First Team All-Area

Kiana Leger, Christ the King
The Royals co-captain 

played hero in the BQCHSAA 
championship game, netting 
the game-tying goal in the wan-
ing minutes of regulation and, 

for good measure, scoring the 
game-winner less than a minute 
into overtime. It was a picture-
perfect finish for the senior who 
also earned a spot on the May-
or’s Cup roster. 
Eleni Spiratos, Cardozo

The Queens A-IV scoring 
leader did a bit of everything 
this season, racking up 20 goals 
and 12 assists in 11 regular-sea-
son games.

Spiratos also chipped in a 
pair of goals and another assist 
in the Judges’ two postseason 
matchups. 
Maia Cabrera, Forest Hills

There are offensive threats 
and then there are pure scor-
ers. Cabrera was the latter. In 
just eight games this season, the 
senior racked up 15 goals on 67 
shots, finishing her final season 
second in Queens A-IV scoring. 
Jacklyn Lada, Francis Lewis

The junior forward was the 

spark that ignited the Patriots’ 
offense, notching 26 goals and 11 
assists this season. She scored 
the game-winner over Bronx 
Science in the PSAL semis, 
as well as Francis Lewis’ lone 
goal in the championship game 
against Beacon.
Nicolette Wurglics, The Mary Louis 
Academy

It wasn’t the best season for 
the Hilltoppers, but Wurglics 
did her best to leave her mark 
on the field. She recorded just 
one goal and one assist, but the 
TMLA captain was the undis-
puted leader on the squad, fre-
quently tasked with facing off 
against the opposing team’s best 
players. She also competed in 
the Mayor’s Cup. 
Nikole Saa, Monsignor McClancy

In four seasons at McClancy, 
Saa was nothing short of domi-
nant and the captain wrapped 

Francis Lewis forward Jacklyn Lada sparked the Patriots front line this 
season, racking up 26 goals and 11 assists.  Louis Cambi

Continued on Page 3Continued on Page 3

Soccer stars garner 
postseason honors

John Bowne shocks 
Cardozo with big win
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BY LAURA AMATO

They listened, they executed 
and it all worked perfectly. 

The Mary Louis Academy 
bounced back in a big way Sun-
day afternoon, notching a 62-49 
victory over nationally ranked 
Neumann-Goretti in the Hoops 
Queens Winter Ball Tourna-
ment at Francis Lewis High 
School. 

It was a big-time victory for 
a Hilltoppers squad that was 
coming off back-to-back losses, 
including an 86-58 loss to Paul 
VI Dec. 11. 

“We committed ourselves 
all week long to focusing on 
three things – rebounding, de-
fense and a new offense,” Mary 
Louis coach JoAnn Arbitello 
said. “And within a five-day pe-
riod, they picked that up and it 
showed today.”

The Hilltoppers got off to a 
quick start in the first quar-
ter, settling into a zone defense 
that set Neumann-Goretti back 
on its collective toes, forcing 
bad shots from difficult angles. 
Mary Louis rotated through 
its defensive scheme with ease 
– forcing six turnovers in the 
first eight minutes of play – 
and jumped out to a 24-10 lead 
early. 

“We worked on keeping our 

hands up and talking,” junior 
guard Vanerlie Valcourt said. 
“I feel like since we had our 
hands up and out we looked 
bigger and they got frazzled. 
That helped us.”

Neumann-Goretti did its 
best to claw back in the second 
half – sparked by Ole Miss-
bound senior Chyna Nixon 
– but the Hilltoppers had an 
answer for every basket. That 
answer, more often than not, 
came in the form of Danielle 
Patterson’s jumpshot. 

The Notre Dame commit 

racked up 16 points in the first 
half as her teammates contin-
ued to get the ball in her hands. 

“Once we get her moving, 
then that’s it because they can 
only guard here in so many 
places,” Arbitello said of her 
senior star. “And our guards 
did a great job getting her the 
ball.”

Neumann-Goretti dropped 
into a zone in the second half, 
looking to get some sort of de-
fensive edge on Mary Louis, 
but the Hilltoppers didn’t bat 
an eyelash. Instead, the squad 

continued to move the ball 
around, bouncing in and out 
until a shot opened up. 

It was a far cry from their 
performance in those two ear-
lier losses and every basket 
felt like an extra boost of confi-
dence for the Hilltoppers. 

“I think [the game] was a 
wakeup call that teams aren’t 
going to lay down despite the 
names we have on our chest,” 
said Patterson, who finished 
with 22 points. “We took that 
and I think we made some-
thing big happen today.”

If there was a downside to 
the Hilltoppers’ performance, 
it came on the boards, as Neu-
mann-Goretti dominated on 
the glass, hauling in a hand-
ful of offensive rebounds to 
keep possessions alive in the 
second half. Neumann-Goretti 
used those rebounds to make 
it a five-point game midway 
through the fourth quarter, but 
Mary Louis answered with a 
Jordan Nixon transition jump-
er to silence the Saints. 

“I remember telling my 
team in the huddle, they can’t 
get a lead,” Patterson said. “It 
kind of just sparked something 
in us and it was like, we’re go-
ing to play and we’re going to 
have some heart.”

Mary Louis scored the final 
seven points of the game as sev-
en different players put points 
on the board. It was a much-
needed victory for the Hilltop-
pers and, more importantly, 
proof that this squad can re-
bound from disappointment. 

“We went back to basics,” 
Arbitello said. “They are a 
group of girls that committed 
themselves to understanding, 
if we don’t do that then we 
won’t have good results. Today 
we had great results.”

Mary Louis Academy senior Danielle Patterson racked up 22 points as the Hilltoppers took down Neumann-
Goretti 62-49 in the Hoops Queens Winter Ball. Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

Sarafina Smith still can’t 
quite believe it. 

The Francis Lewis senior 
wasn’t counting on a champi-
onship berth this season or a 
historic run with the Patriots 
in her final year on the field, 
but that’s exactly what hap-
pened, and Smith is still a bit 
surprised by her squad’s suc-
cess. 

And her own success. 
The senior was the Patri-

ots’ leader this fall, playing 
a handful of positions and 
igniting the squad’s focus 
every match. It’s because 
of that determination – and 
success – that Smith is the 
TimesLedger’s Queens Player 
of the Year. 

“It’s really just shock. 
That’s the first thing I think 
because we didn’t really 
imagine us making it to the 
finals,” Smith said. “I’m just 

so proud we were able to ac-
complish so much.”

Smith’s role as leader 
started with her performance 
on the Patriots’ defensive 
line, a group that was nothing 
short of dominant this fall 
despite not playing together 
prior to this season. Smith 
saw it as her job to make sure 
the group found even footing 
immediately. 

“My role was to keep the 
girls on track and guide them 
on how best to defend oppos-
ing teams,” she said. “I just 
wanted to keep the girls fo-
cused and calm during the 
games.”

Smith executed her role to 
near perfection and Francis 
Lewis’ defensive line didn’t 
give up a single goal during 
its undefeated regular-season 
run. The group was a wall 
in front of net, rarely even 
giving opposing squads the 
opportunity to get a shot on 

goal, let alone the chance to 
put points on the board. 

It was, of course, a group 
effort and Smith will be the 
first to point out that she was 
flanked by a confident group 
of teammates, but the senior 
was the unquestioned leader 
of the group, an experienced 
presence on the roster that 
the Patriots grew to depend 
on. 

“I knew what we had to 
do,” Smith said. “And we all 
got to know each other off the 
field and know how we play 
together. It was mostly that, 
understanding each other 
when we play.”

She may have been a leader 
on defense, but Smith didn’t 
play exclusively on the back 
line. In fact, she relished the 
rare opportunity to showcase 
her skills in other positions 
throughout the season. 

Smith notched five goals 
on just 11 shots during the 

regular season in addition to 
her two assists. 

“I was thankful that I 
could showcase all the stuff 
I had,” she said. “It was nice 

to be able to control the field 
when I wasn’t back on defense 
and some people didn’t know 
all the stuff I could do.”

The Patriots were certain-
ly disappointed with the way 
the season ended – falling to 
Beacon 5-1 in the city final – 
but Smith can’t find it in her-
self to be too upset with how 
it all ended. She’s focused on 
getting ready for college now 
and enjoying the final few 
months of her senior year. 

Most importantly, howev-
er, she’s proud of the program 
she’s leaving behind – anx-
ious to see what’s next for the 
Patriots. 

“I hope and pray that they 
can keep up the good work and 
make it to the finals again and 
win the finals,” Smith said. 
“When and if they do make it 
to the finals next year, I will 
be in the crowd screaming my 
head off.”

Francis Lewis senior Sarafina 
Smith did a bit of everything this 
season as the Patriots notched the 
team’s first-ever PSAL ‘A’ champi-
onship appearance.  Louis Cambi

Francis Lewis senior named Player of the Year

Lady Hilltoppers end two-game skid
Mary Louis Academy girls hoops bounce back with impressive 62-49 victory over nationally ranked Neumann-Goretti
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Red Storm blown out by Penn State 92-76
St. John’s squad drops second straight contest despite early lead in ECAC Holiday Festival showdown at The Garden

BY LAURA AMATO

The St. John’s men’s basket-
ball team was actually winning 
at one point Sunday afternoon. 

But as the Red Storm walked 
off the court at Madison Square 
Garden, their early-game lead 
felt like a distant memory, 
washed away by another dis-
appointing performance. St. 
John’s dropped its second 
straight contest, falling 92-76 
to Penn State in the ECAC Holi-
day Festival. 

“Take it for what it is. It’s 
a bad loss,” St. John’s coach 
Chris Mullin said. “We’ve got 
to give credit to Penn State. Af-
ter games like this, you can re-
ally go into a deep, dark place if 
you let yourself.”

The Red Storm jumped out 
to a 24-17 lead with 9:47 left in 
the first half after back-to-back 
Malik Ellison three-pointers, 
but Penn State responded with 
a 35-5 run over the remainder 
of the period. The Nittany Li-
ons took a 52-29 lead into the 

break and St. John’s was left 
searching for answers. 

Over the final nine-plus 
minutes of the first half, St. 
John’s went 0-for-10 from the 
field, converted 5-of-9 attempts 
from the free throw line and 
turned the ball over seven 
times. Penn State, meanwhile, 
went a blistering 12-for-16 from 
the floor. 

“Early on we came out play-
ing well and then we just had 
a couple of mental lapses,” 
said forward Tariq Owens. “In 
terms of effort, as a complete 
unit and as a team we didn’t 
bring enough effort. We had to 
change some things in the sec-
ond half and adjust our effort.”

Owens and Ellison each 
provided a slight spark for St. 
John’s in the second half, com-
bining for 33 points. Owens also 
tallied 11 rebounds to notch his 
first collegiate double-double. 

The sophomore duo’s effort 
weren’t enough though and 
the tandem of Shamorie Ponds, 
Marcus LoVett and Bashir 

Ahmed – who have each re-
corded big early-season perfor-
mances for the Storm – failed to 
do much in their first game at 
the Garden. 

“I know when all three of 
them play like that, we’re go-
ing to struggle; but we haven’t 
seen all three guys struggle 
like that,” Mullin said. “When 

three of your top players strug-
gle like that, it’s going to be a 
tough night.”

Penn State led by as many as 
27 points in the non-conference 
game and, despite attempts at a 
halftime adjustment, the Red 
Storm never got closer than 16. 

“I feel like it’s just on us 
whether we want to win or 

lose,” Ellison said. “I have a lot 
of confidence in this team. We 
just have to play with more en-
ergy.”

There really weren’t many 
positives for St. John’s. The Red 
Storm committed 21 turnovers, 
went 9-for-24 from behind the 
arc and allowed Penn State to 
shoot 50 percent from the floor. 
It’s another disappointing loss 
for a St. John’s squad that came 
up short against LIU Brooklyn 
Dec. 11 and had nearly a week 
to prepare for the matchup 
against the Nittany Lions. 

The Red Storm hope to turn 
things around sooner rather 
than later, but the questions are 
starting to loom just a bit larger 
around a teams that is, still, 
struggling to find its rhythm. 

“We have plenty of games 
left,” Mullin said. “I’ve seen 
enough good things from 
these guys that I’m optimistic. 
It’s really important to learn 
from [this loss] and get better 
from it.”

Sophomore forward Tariq Owens recorded his first collegiate double-
double, but it wasn’t enough as St. John’s fell 92-76 to Penn State at 
Madison Square Garden. St. John’s Athletics

up this season on a statistical 
high note. She earned a spot on 
the Mayor’s Cup roster after 
26 career goals and 22 assists 
with the Crusaders. 
Marcela Aguire, Bayside

One of the most balanced 
offensive attackers in the 
league, the senior finished 
with 15 goals and 16 assists 
this season.Aguirre was never 
shy about pushing the ball up 
the field and the Mayor’s Cup 
participant also racked up 64 
shots on net. 
Diana Acupura, Christ the King

The senior was the leader 
of a Royals back line that was, 
sometimes, shaky, but did just 
enough throughout the season 
to notch another BQCHSAA 
title. Christ the King also 
notched three shutouts this 
fall. 
Katherine O’Buckley, Francis 
Lewis

The junior center back was 
part of a Patriots defensive line 
that was nothing short of dom-
inant this season.One of just 
three upperclassmen in the 
back, O’Buckley’s experience 
was a huge part of the team’s 
success, helping switch off op-
posing attacks and slowing 

down every push they faced. 
She also notched an assist on 
the season. 
Michelle Trujillo, John Bowne

The junior’s numbers this 
season were bordering close to 
incredible.

Trujillo racked up a whop-
ping 212 saves in just 11 games 
this fall – averaging nearly 20 
saves a match. She gave up 55 
goals, but for a Bowne squad 
that struggled throughout the 
year, Trujillo was a definite 
bright spot in net. 

Honorable Mention

GK; Elli Tsourapis, Francis 
Lewis

D: Annalie Guzzo, Francis 
Lewis

M: April Cabral, Francis 
Lewis

M: Erica Vercessi, 
Townsend Harris 

M: Genesis Campos, Christ 
the King

F: Gisselle Flores Barajas, 
Flushing 

F: Molly Breslin, The Mary 
Louis Academy

F: Andreana Zazzarino, 
Bayside

F: Chelsea Morales, HS for 
Arts & Business

F: Daisy Molina, HS for 
Construction

Hinckson led the charge 
on the block with 13 re-
bounds, while Kareem Reid 
chipped in 12 of his own in 
addition to blocking eight 
shots.

“We know [Cardozo] can 
shoot it, we know that they 
wanted to turn this into a 
track meet,” Tsapelas said. 
“We wanted to start off by 
pushing the ball down low 
and in the paint and see what 

happens from there.”
The Judges did their best 

to claw back into the game - 
sparked by Dejavanaugh Ut-
ley’s 33-point performance 
- but it was too little, too late 
and Naclerio couldn’t help 
but be a little disappointed.

“You figured a couple 
of kids would wake up and 
the kids didn’t wake up,” he 
said. “We found one or two 
kids might be a bit more ‘me’ 
kids instead of ‘we’ kids.”

Bowne put four players 
in double figures, but there 
wasn’t a single star and 

that’s exactly what the Wild-
cats want. This is a team that 
wants to build on its success 
with a team-first mindset, 
determined to prove itself at 
the next level.

There wasn’t any history 
made, but the Wildcats still 
felt as if this was a state-
ment.

“This is a big win for 
us because they were a big 
team,” Vasquez said. “But 
we’re not new to the game, 
we’re just new to the divi-
sion.”

Continued from Page 1 

John Bowne
Continued from Page 1 

Girls soccer
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which is developing the proj-
ect, said the deadline to ap-
ply for affordable units was 
Feb. 6, 2017. Blue Stone rep-
resentatives said there were 
12,600 applicants for 100 
units in the first three days 
of the open lottery. Sanders 
also detailed a new addition 
to the Northeastern Towers 
at 13110 Guy Brewer Blvd. in 
Jamaica, which would con-
sist of 130 affordable units. 

Construction was scheduled 
to begin in 2018 and would 
be completed by 2020.

A representative from 
Queens Legal Services also 
was on hand to outline the 
rights of tenants when try-
ing to stay in their resi-
dences. Senior staff attorney 
Amy Hammersmith said all 
tenants are protected from 
landlord harassment, in-
cluding threats, repairs at 
unexpected or odd hours and 
inspections that are unnec-
essary. Tenants are also pro-
tected under the Fair Hous-

ing Act and Americans with 
Disabilities Act, she said.

She encouraged anyone 
who felt they had been dis-
criminated against to file 
a complaint with the city’s 
Human Rights Commission, 
or if necessary to go to court 
against a landlord they felt 
had harassed them.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

outside NYCHA properties, 
according to the city Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Representatives from the 
DOT as well as Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) and 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans) were on hand to 
celebrate the completion of 
the project, which began in 
November. Elected and DOT 
officials posed with shovels 
near the corner of 160th Av-
enue and 108th Street, pour-
ing the last mounds of top soil 
into a tree pit. 

“With several houses of 
worship and schools, it’s 
easy to see why these infra-
structure improvements are 
so important to the commu-
nity,” DOT Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia 
said. “It definitely uplifts and 
brings vibrancy back to the 
community.”

Garcia said the sidewalk 
repairs targeted some of the 
areas of the South Jamaica II 
Houses most in need of sub-
stantial refurbishment. The 
new curbing was important 
for drainage and the three pe-
destrian ramps were all ADA-
compliant, she said. Wills 
said he was happy to see the 
repairs completed before the 
coming winter, saying the 

new sidewalks would make it 
easier for city workers to re-
move snow in an efficient and 
speedy manner.

“This is actually going 
to go a long way in making 
sure residents move around 
safely,” Wills said during 
the ceremony, adding that 
the pedestrian ramps would 
help community members 
who used wheelchairs. “This 
enables them to go back and 
forth where they live and have 
a greater quality of life.”

South Jamaica Houses is 
home to more than 2,380 resi-
dents, according to the DOT. 
The department noted the city 
has repaired sidewalks on 13 
separate NYCHA properties 
this year, including Melrose 
Houses in the Bronx and 
Tompkins Houses in Brook-
lyn. In addition to the $3 mil-
lion for NYCHA sidewalk re-
pairs, the city has pledged to 
more than double its annual 
investment in citywide side-
walk repair from $20 million 
to $46 million. Comrie said he 
was happy to see some of that 
investment in the area.

“South Jamaica’s a dia-
mond in the rough that we 
need to continue to polish to 
make sure they’re treated 
with respect,” he said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Elmhurst for 30 years, said 
she supported Avella because 
of his support for  the Pan Am 
hotel protesters years ago. 
Avella was a vocal opponent 
of the Elmhurst hotel being 
used as a shelter.

“I’m here because he’s 
been very supportive of 
Elmhurst, even though he’s 
not part of that area,” Wang 
said “He’s able to do the right 
thing and bring communi-
ties together instead of divid-
ing and conquering. People 
need help and he’s bringing 
awareness that these hotels 
are not a good place for people 
to live. So much money goes 
towards housing these fami-
lies in small rooms, while the 
money could be spent in bet-
ter ways and help find actual 
housing.” 

Nancy Telesca, a retired 
teacher who has lived in 
Maspeth for 40 years, is also 
backing Avella for his stance 
on the homeless shelter cri-
sis. 

“I’ve been here picketing 
this Holiday Inn since Au-
gust, when we found out they 
were going to turn this into a 
shelter without really giving 
us a say in the community,” 
she said, “Bob Holden, An-
thony Nunziato, Brian Barn-
well, we all come here. We’re 
not against the homeless 
people, we’re against Mayor 
de Blasio’s policies because 
he’s not doing anything the 
right way to help people. We 
have been picketing every 
night. Someone called me 
to say Tony Avella has been 
very instrumental, he’s been 
with us all along whereas our 
own people, you know (City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth) 
Crowley and them aren’t. So 
I’m supporting him because 
I feel that he will do a much 
better job than Mayor de Bla-
sio, I’m very sorry, but I have 
no great love for him or his 
polices, and I do want to see 
a change.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

and wrong. I think when I see 
people that have no voice and no 
one sticking up for them, I want 
to defend them.”

And empower area youth at 
the same time. Ryan Chang, 16, 
of Middle Village and Alfred 
Chan, 17, of Elmhurst, were in 
charge of handing out the care 
packages and they exchanged 
pleasentries, handshakes and 
hugs with each of the residents.

“There’s been a lot of pro-
tests and we just want to make 
sure they feel supported,” Ryan 
said.

The two high school students 
are members of City Mission, 
the organization Lin started 
in 2014 in Elmhurst after his 
neighbors rallied against home-
less families the city had moved 
into the Pan American Hotel. 
Several of the protests involved 
racial epithets exchanged by the 
mostly Asian homeowners and 
the Pan Am residents, who were 
mainly black and Hispanic.

“Let’s just say Elmhurst 
didn’t put its best face on during 
those protests, especially our 
Asian community,” Lin said. 
“I knew I had some work to do 
to mend fences and help these 
people.”

What began with a simple 
barbecue for families living at 
the Elmhurst shelter in a near-
by church parking lot in that 
summer of 2014  has grown into 
a youth movement with month-
ly events and holiday parties in 
numerous shelters and hotels 
across the borough.

As Chan handed a gift to one 
of the residents at the Holiday 
Inn Express, Ryan said, “We 
wanted to give back a little be-
cause we know how hard things 
have been for you.”

Later, he said, “I just hope 
they feel a bit of love, especially 
at this time of year.”

Mission accomplished.
“It’s amazing and I’m over-

whelmed by these kids and their 
Christmas spirit. It really says a 
lot about this community,” Carl 
Brennan, 49, said.

Brennan worked as a hair 
stylist for 30 years before he 
broke his neck in a car acci-
dent and can no longer raise his 
arms.

“I didn’t pay attention to 
those nightly protests that were 
held here,” he said. “I figure 
they didn’t understand that we 
are a lot of great people and they 
think we are just derelicts who 
don’t want to work and that’s 
just not the case at all.”

Steven, from Brooklyn, lost 
his home after it was declared 
unsafe from water damage and 
has not found affordable hous-
ing despite his full-time job at 
JCPenney.

“I’ve seen those protests ev-
ery night and I have to say this 
reception is a lot nicer,” he said. 
“It’s very nice of them to take 
the time for us. Real nice around 
Christmas.”

Tyrone Burton, 52, lost his 
home in Jamaica when his rela-
tionship broke up. He was also 
unable to find affordable hous-
ing despite having a full-time 
job at Macy’s for 16 years.

“It’s really tough out there,” 
he said. “I just can’t afford $1,200 
for a little studio apartment, and 

I can’t imagine what a one-bed-
room apartment would cost, but 
I keep looking.”

Burton said the city is not 
“warehousing” the men as the 
protesters have charged.

“It’s actually OK here,” he 
said. “It’s a place where I can 
sleep, take a shower and get 
back to work until I can afford 
to get my own place.”

Steven said he never had any 
contact with the shelter protes-
tors. 

“They had a drone follow 
me once, but no one’s ever ap-
proached me,” he said. “We all 
work here, we’re all just trying 
to get out of here and get back on 
our feet.”

Lin and several City Mission 
volunteers went back to the Mas-
peth Holiday Inn Express for a 
second visit over the weekend.

“We helped them work on 
their resumés and we had a 
photographer shoot portraits 
of them,” he said. “Then we 
showed them how to use the pho-
tos to set up there own LinkedIn 
profiles. It was great.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Lester Lin
Continued from Page 4 

Avella

Continued from Page 1 

Sidewalks

Continued from Page 1 

Housing

City Mission volunteer Ryan Chang delivers gifts to homeless men, in-
cluding Carl Brennan (r), at the Holiday Inn Express in Maspeth. 
 Photo by Bill Parry















TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 23–29, 2016 51  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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