
BY BILL PARRY

When three NYCHA resident 
associations endorsed Mayor Bill 

de Blasio’s proposed $2.5 billion 
Brooklyn Queens Connector street-
car project Monday, it raised some 
eyebrows among members of the 

growing anti-gentrification move-
ment in western Queens, who see 
the BQX as an expensive boondog-
gle for luxury real estate develop-

ers with properties along the wa-
terfront. 

Claudia Coger, the president of 
the Astoria Houses Residents Asso-
ciation, and colleagues April Simp-
son-Day at Queensbridge and Carol 
Wilkins at Ravenswood backed the 
controversial plan and joined the 
board of directors of the Friends 
of the BQX, a non-profit created to 
support the 16-mile line along the 
waterfront from Astoria to Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn.

“We each have our own views, 
but for me it’s most certainly about 
connection,” Coger said. “Many of 
us in public housing in northwest 
Queens need to get to downtown 
Brooklyn because that’s where the 
city has moved all the offices for 
public assistance, Social Security 
and pensions for our retirees. The 
lack of sufficient transportation, 
especially for us out here on Hallets 
Peninsula where we live, it’s a great 
need.”

Coger, 81, raised seven children 
during her 57 years living at the As-
toria Houses. For 25 years she was 
an assistant train dispatcher with 
the New York City Transit Author-
ity before retiring in 1993.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) and Assembly-
woman-elect Stacey Pheffer-Amato 
joined the call last week for New 
York state to allow a special type of 
DNA testing that could develop new 
leads in the unsolved murder of a 
Howard Beach jogger last summer.

Addabbo and Pheffer-Amato co-
signed a letter to Michael C. Green, 
the executive deputy commissioner 
for the New York State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services, dated 
Dec. 22. In the letter, they implored 
the commission to approve the use 
of “familial searching” in DNA 
data banks. They cited the murder 
of Karina Vetrano, who was killed 
Aug. 2 and was found in Spring 
Creek Park in Howard Beach.

Authorities recovered DNA 
of an assailant at the scene, but 
searches in DNA data banks have 
not led to a match. Using “familial 
DNA” searching could help investi-
gators potentially pinpoint family 
members of a suspect.

“The tragic and brutal murder 
of Karina shook Howard Beach 

BY MARK HALLUM

North Shore Towers is going smoke-free 
after shareholders took a vote to banish the 
habit on the 110-acre premises. 

The three building co-op located at 27240 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Outgoing U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
is heading from Con-
gress to the classroom, 
announcing that he will 
be the chairman of Long 
Island University’s new 

Global Institute.
He will also be the uni-

versity’s Distinguished 
Writer-in-Residence, tak-
ing up the post Jan. 4 af-
ter he retires from the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

Israel has served in 

Congress since 2001, 
and his district includes 
much of Nassau and Suf-
folk counties, as well as 
parts of Bay Terrace, 
Whitestone, Glen Oaks 
and Floral Park.

“The LIU Global Insti-

Congressman Steve Israel will be join-
ing the faculty of Long Island University 
after retiring from the House of 
Representatives, chairing the universi-
ty’s new Global Institute. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10
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Israel to chair LIU institute

NYCHA leaders back BQX
Two-borough rail project endorsed despite gentrification fears in western Queens 

Sen. Addabbo 
joins calls for 
DNA testing

North Shore Towers 
goes smoke-free

In September, the stabbing murder of a 60-year-old Bagladeshi woman on the street in Briarwood and the cold-
blooded shooting deaths of two Muslim clerics jangled the nerves of immigrant communities in Queens. See story 
on Page 5. Photo by Michael Shain

FIGHTING FEAR
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Flushing artist Adele 

Lerner had seen New York 
City life from the Lower East 
Side when it was booming 
with immigrant life to the 
day the Twin Towers fell. 
She died just short of her 
110th birthday Dec. 18. 

 Born Dec. 28, 1906 as 
Adele Millman, she was 
the daughter of Romanian 
emigres and one of nine chil-
dren. 

“When I was a girl, we 
had nickel hot dogs and open 
streetcars, and the Third 
Avenue el.” Lerner told The 
New York Times in a  2008 
interview about her life and 
art. “But we walked every-
where. We’d go up to 59th 
Street to see the Easter pa-
rade or go ice skating in Cen-
tral Park... Of course, there 
are so many more big build-
ings downtown than when I 
was young... In some ways, 
the city is entirely differ-
ent, but some things haven’t 
changed a bit.”

Her eldest daughter, Har-
riet Kaufman, 80, described 
her mother during her youth 
as a flapper girl, a woman of 
the Jazz Age who challenged 
the status quo with short 
skirts and bobbed hair. She 
would go on to marry Julius 
Lerner in 1933, who was also 
Romanian and had been 
born aboard ship on the pas-
sage over. He was a telegraph 

operator for news wire ser-
vices such as United Press 
International.

 Kaufman said Lerner’s 
teachers in school feared she 
had a learning disability. 
Lerner never finished high 
school, but she became a 
highly skilled secretary and 
moved to Parkchester in the 
Bronx in 1942.

At the age of 60, after the 

death of her husband from 
heart problems, Lerner 
picked up the paint brush for 
the first time. She never sold 
her art, according to Kauf-
man, but she saved every 
piece to give to her family.

A tireless worker, Lerner 
would retire for the third 
time by the time she reached 
her 70s as her skill with art 
picked up momentum.

After moving from 
Parkchester in the late ‘90s, 
Lerner relocated to an apart-
ment in Flushing with stun-
ning views of the city skyline. 
Former Selfhelp Commu-
nity Services volunteer and 
Queens historian Sergey 
Kadinsky said Lerner often 
painted cityscapes.

But Lerner’s art would 
eventually find an unex-
pected source of inspiration. 
The nightmare of 9/11 could 
be viewed from her window 
and affected her deeply. She 
would later go on to write a 
poem about the way paint-
ing enabled her to deal with 
traumatic event.

“Painting always helped 
before/Pick up the brush 
and paint away/Maybe it 
will help my aching heart,” 
she wrote.

One painting depicting 
firefighters at ground zero 
went on display in a state-
wide exhibition tour, her 
daughter said.

According to Kadinsky, 
Lerner never stopped apply-
ing herself to new concepts. 

She was able to instant mes-
sage and email relatives in 
her later years and enjoyed 
picking up new skills.

“I’m a very slow learner,” 
Lerner told The Times in 
2008. “I learn at my own pace. 
I feel that it’s never too late. If 
you don’t know something, 
go and try to learn it every 
day until it comes to you.”

Kaufman attributed this 
trait in her mother to rare 
moments when she remi-
nisced about the past.

“She was the kind of per-
son who very rarely looked 
back, except for family and 
people,” Kaufman said. “She 
always looked forward. She 
watched the news, she want-
ed to know what was going 
on. She looked forward rath-
er than backwards.”

Lerner lived in her home 
with a full-time aide until 
her death.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Adele Lerner, who one borough historian called the oldest Jewish woman in Queens, died just short of 
110. Photo via Twitter

BY BILL PARRY

When Borough President 
Melinda Katz opposed the 
idea of closing large parts of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park this summer so concert 
promoters could stage music 
festivals, she wanted to keep 
access open to thousands of 
families and residents who 
enjoy the park. 

The Madison Square Gar-
den Company, AEG Live and 
Founders Entertainment 
were all turned down by the 
city Parks Department last 
week, leaving the 898-acre 
park open to users at least 
until the US Open tennis 
tournament returns in late 
August.

A special bond exists 
between the park and the 
neighborhoods surrounding 
it that is best exemplified 

by a program that began in 
2014. The Parks Department, 
the Design Trust for Public 
Space and the Queens Muse-
um selected 23 residents from 
ages 15 to 70, with origins in 
12 countries, speaking eight 
languages, from Flushing, 
Corona, Kew Garden Hills 
and other neighborhoods 
to form Community Design 
School. Over the course of 
12 weeks they gathered at 
the Queens Museum for in-
tensive sessions conducted 
by Design Trust Fellows to 
analyze, plan, debate and de-
sign new ideas for the park’s 
biggest challenges and to in-
crease public use and access.

“Initially we thought it 
would be like most design 
sessions, some participa-
tion and then it disappears,” 
Richmond Hill’s Anandi Pre-
mall said. “What happened 

here? Our voices were really 
heard and we were respected 
as part of the community 
in creating the park. Real 
people in Queens. And our 
voices are being heard and 
respected and we’re part of a 
creative process with access 
to the whole process.”

The 23 members of the 
Community Design School 
are now advocates and part-
ners with NYC Parks’ effort 
to initiate community-led 
enhancements in the park. 
They created handbooks in 
English and Spanish that 
were recently released, with 
a Chinese version to come, 
which helps guide newcom-
ers to the fourth largest park 
in the city. 

Their ideas included a 
new generation of informa-
tion kiosks, art installations 
at park entrances, wayfind-

ing maps and a sensory play 
area for children with spe-
cial needs, which are all now 
part of the park.

“When changes are com-
ing to a neighborhood, the 
problem is finding out after 
the plan has already been de-
cided, or when politicians no-
tify the community in a way 
that feels like it’s just about 
checking a box,” Corona’s 
Libertad Sanchez said. “But 
there are also times when it 
seems that the community 
is not really interested in 
knowing. That’s when you 
need education.”

The Community Design 
School offered an open and 
collaborative environment 
that brought residents, 
neighborhood organizations 
and public service stewards 
together to learn, create and 
design. The school’s curricu-

lum details the multifaceted 
processes to realize public 
designs, from identifying 
community needs and devel-
oping ideas, to building con-
sensus and support, navigat-
ing municipal procedures 
and executing final plans.

“It was great to see the 
Department of Transporta-
tion present their projects 
around the park and to see 
that they are looking to work 
in coordination with commu-
nity members and the Parks 
Department,” Corona’s Es-
ther Sanchez said.

Woodside resident Jason 
Chin-Fatt comes up with 
new ideas simply by visiting 
the park.

“Selfishly, when I thought 
about the project, I thought 
‘I can tell them all the prob-
lems I see riding my bike 
along the path,’ something 

like that, but I came to see 
that there are more uses and 
more features than I knew,” 
he said. “It surprised me -- 
the amount and variety of us-
ers. Not just cyclists like me, 
but baseball players, people 
with baby carriages going to 
obscure playgrounds.”

Elmhurst’s Suzy Qui 
agreed.

“I’d love to do more with 
the open green spaces, the 
grassy fields all the way off 
in the corners of the park,” 
she said. “It was good to col-
laborate. Usually when agen-
cies are involved it is very 
formal, but this wasn’t.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Neighbors shape future of Flushing Meadows park

Flushing artist Adele Lerner dies at 109
Romanian immigrant, who lived in city for more than a century, never lost her lust for life
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Townsend Harris High 
School Interim Principal 
Rosemarie Jahoda is facing 
increased pressure from 
school faculty, parents and 
students, with many calling 
for the Department of Educa-
tion to remove her from the 
post. 

Students gathered out-
side the school Dec. 22 for a 
rally to demand her ouster 
with members of the Par-
ent Teachers Association, 
elected officials and faculty 
present in support. They 
also called for a more trans-
parent process when hiring 
a permanent principal.

“Chancellor Fariña, we 
need action and we need ac-
tion now!” PTA Co-President 
Susan Karlic said during the 
rally. 

Karlic was joined by state 
Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), who 
said many of his constitu-
ents had children enrolled 
at Townsend Harris. The 
school’s PTA, alumni as-
sociation, Weprin, Council-
man Rory Lancman, Coun-
cilwoman Toby Stavisky 
and Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz have all 
supported the calls for a 
transparent ‘C-30’ process 
to choose a permanent prin-
cipal. 

Last week, the Queens 
High School Presidents’ 
Council also called for the 
DOE to find a different per-
manent principal in a letter 
to District Superintendent 
Elaine Lindsey. The council 
represents all high school 
PTAs in the borough.

“We do not believe that 
Ms. Jahoda can regain the 
trust, support and confi-
dence of her school com-
munity. Confirming her 
appointment would simply 
leave the school in turmoil,” 
the letter stated. “We are con-
fident that the DOE can find 
other candidates that can 
successfully lead Townsend 
Harris High School.”

Jahoda took the role of in-
terim principal at Townsend 
Harris in September. Stu-
dents and teachers have ac-

cused her of being inatten-
tive to their concerns, with 
student Alex Chin saying 
her tenure was marked by 
“aggression and intimida-
tion.” 

At the rally, Karlic ran 
through a litany of alleged 
issues, including canceling 
and delays in school trips 
and not supporting students 
in the Muslim Students As-
sociation who faced discrim-
inatory insults in the after-
math of the U.S. presidential 
election.

“Instead of supporting 
these students and sending 
a message that bullying is 
not tolerated at this school, 
one student left her office in 
tears,” she said. 

Additionally, students 
and parents were frustrated 
by the actions of Jahoda and 
District Deputy Superin-
tendent Leticia Pineiro in a 
video taken by The Classic, 
Townsend Harris’ student 
newspaper, during a sit-in 
by the students held Dec. 8. 
Students and parents said 
Pineiro was dismissive to-
wards students’ concerns, 
and thought it was inappro-
priate that Jahoda accompa-
nied her.

“These are high school 
kids, from 14 to 17 years of 
age, not college students, not 
adults, and she just left them 
feeling bullied by the offi-
cial,” Karlic said. “Her rea-
soning? It was not her place 
to interfere.”

Calls to Principal Jaho-

da’s office for comment were 
not answered.

The PTA passed a resolu-
tion Dec. 15 calling for the 
immediate removal of Prin-
cipal Jahoda and requested 
an “independent person 
from within the Department 
of Education” be appointed 
to manage the C-30 principal 
selection process. Members 
of the PTA said they did not 
trust Pineiro or Lindsey to 
be involved in the decision. 

Jahoda was previously 
an assistant principal at the 
Bronx High School of Sci-
ence, where she was accused 
by 20 of the 22 mathematics 
teachers under her direction 
of creating an “intimidat-
ing” atmosphere. An inde-
pendent fact finding arbiter 
determined she should be 
removed, though the DOE 
decided against acting on 
this assessment. 

A parent of a junior at the 
school said he was shocked 
when Jahoda was appointed 
at Townsend Harris, saying 
that many parents decided 
against sending their chil-
dren to Bronx High School of 
Science because of the news 
coverage of Jahoda’s tenure 
at the school.

“It’s like taking a driver 
with a suspended license 
and giving them a Ferrari,” 
the parent said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Townsend Harris PTA Co-President Susan Karlic (l) and 
Assemblyman David Weprin listen to student Alex Chin speak 
about Interim Principal Rosemarie Jahoda at a rally held outside 
the school. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Townsend PTA wants 
DOE to oust Jahoda
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ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

BY BILL PARRY

From their office above 
a Roosevelt Avenue Laun-
dromat, DRUM fought for 15 
years to put an end to a fed-
eral 9/11 terrorist program 
that caused the deportation 
of tens of thousands of Mus-
lim and Arab men. 

Last week, the Jackson 
Heights-based social justice 
organization saw its efforts 
rewarded when President 
Obama dismantled the Na-
tional Security Entry-Exit 
Registration Systems one 
week after the group de-
livered petitions with over 
350,000 signatures demand-
ing the administration re-
scind the program before 
President-elect Donald 
Trump’s inauguration.

“The NSEERS program 
forced over 83,000 people to 
register, over 13,000 were put 
in deportations, and yet zero 
number of people were found 
to have any connection to vio-
lent activities,” DRUM Direc-
tor of Strategy Roksana Mun 

said. “What these numbers 
don’t show are the extent of 
devastation and disruption 
in the lives that were left be-
hind. What these numbers 
do show is a program that 
used egregious racial and re-
ligious profiling to engage in 
mass deportations of entire 
communities.”

DRUM member Moham-
mad Jafar Alam, a survi-
vor of the original NSEERS 
program in 2003, was one of 
the individuals from groups 
across the country to deliver 
the petition to the Depart-
ment of Justice Dec. 12.

“I know exactly what a 
program like NSEERS does 
to a person and their family. 
The extreme mental, emo-
tional distress, the financial 
problems, the pressures on a 
family and the isolation that 
happens is a punishment 
not for just one person, but 
everyone involved,” he said. 
“We commend the Obama 
administration for respond-
ing to our call and ending 
this program.”

Under the program, 25 
countries, mostly Muslim-
majority nations, signed an 
agreement which allowed 
the Department of Home-
land Security to track people 
coming from and returning 
to the United States. While 
Obama suspended the pro-
gram in 2011 by removing 
all 25 countries off its list, 

critics feared the regulatory 
structure remained intact 
and could be used by the in-
coming Trump administra-
tion to revive the registry.

On Dec. 21 state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
called on Obama to disman-
tle the NSEERS program, 
saying it did not reduce ter-
rorist activity and instead 

undermined trust in law en-
forcement and instilled fear 
in some communities.

“We can’t risk giving 
President-elect Trump the 
tools to create an unconsti-
tutional religious registry,” 
Schneiderman said in a 
separate statement. On Dec. 
22 the Department of Home-
land Security ended the pro-
gram “with an immediate 
effective date,” according to 
a DHS spokesman.

“This is a win for civil 
rights and for smart, effec-
tive law enforcement, as well 
as for the strong coalition of 
advocacy organizations and 
others who fought to dis-
mantle this discriminatory 
tool,” Schneiderman said in 
a statement. “My office will 
continue (to) do everything 
it can to protect the rights of 
all New Yorkers, and ensure 
equal justice under the law 
for all, regardless of religion 
or national origin.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio com-
mended the Obama adminis-
tration’s decision to disman-

tle the program.
“The program was a 

failed counterterrorism tool, 
was highly discriminatory, 
and led to widespread fear 
and needless dislocation of 
families across the United 
States,” de Blasio said. “New 
York City is proudly home 
to one of the largest Muslin 
communities in the country. 
If NSEERS were reinstated, 
roughly 28,000 New Yorkers 
would likely be required to 
register, with devastating 
consequences for immigrant 
families and other mem-
bers of our community who 
would face greater fear, un-
certainty and exclusion. The 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity took important steps 
to end the program in 2011 
and now the president will 
finish the job.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Protesters demonstrate against the NSEERS program in mid-De-
cember before delivering petitions with over 350,000 signatures 
calling for its dismantling by the Obama administration. 

Courtesy MoveOn.org

Jax Hgts group hails Obama for dismantling registry
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Board of Standards and Ap-
peals will decide the fate of a wooded 
variance between two communities 
in Oakland Gardens in February. 

Windsor Oaks co-op at 74-27 220th 
St.  is attempting to develop extra 
parking and a clubhouse where the 
woodland stands, with opposition 
from both its own residents and the 
housing development nearby.

The co-op residents and those in 
the neighboring housing develop-
ment are in agreement that the buf-
fer between the two should remain.

For homeowners, woodland is 
preferable to buildings in their back-
yard. Co-op owners have their own 
list of concerns

One resident who chose to remain 
anonymous has lived in the co-op for 
33 years and said not only are many 
residents in favor of keeping the vari-
ance protecting the woodland, but 
the board of directors for Windsor 
Oaks has not been attentive to the 
concerns of residents.

“many of us here do not want this 
clubhouse. We fear it may  become 
a hang-out for neighborhood kids,” 
Pantano said. “It is also an expense 
to the co-op that is not wanted by 
many. The floor plan does not make it 
worth the expense, which we will end 
up paying. The gym will be too small 
. Most of us belong to gyms off prop-
erty, too. The board is the only group 
who wants this facility. The last time 
residents were asked about our  de-
sires was many year ago.”

The variance to maintain the 100-
foot wide section of trees goes back to 
1951, when the co-op was built. It is 
located between Bell and Springfield 
Boulevards and has about 15 homes 
running its length.

Steve Behar is legislative counsel 
 to Councilman Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and says his 
office has received complaints from 
both camps.

“Sixty years later they’re coming 
back and saying ‘we want to change 
that,” Behar said. “And the people are 
up in arms because they bought their 
house knowing that the area behind 
them was forest. Now it’s going to be 
a driveway and a clubhouse.”

But Behar said the co-op is not 
backing down from its resolve to level 
the trees standing between them and 
their future amenities.

“Over the years, they’ve cut down 
the trees, which they weren’t sup-
posed to be doing under the variance, 
and now they’re asking the BSA to 
eliminate the variance,” Behar said.

In 2011, the Tenants’  Corpora-
tion secured a loan to build the 
5,000-square-foot clubhouse. It was 
refinanced four years in a row with-

out construction moving forward.
A 2015 Community Board 11 meet-

ing saw Windsor Oaks’ application to 
amend the variance killed by intense 
community opposition.

“In our last meeting before com-
ing in front of the community board, 
it was suggested that we sit down 
with the residents of 77th Avenue and 
see where we could come together,” 
Windsor Oaks President Ronald Kaye 
said in 2015. “Sadly, they wanted no 
part of that. They just don’t want the 
project at all.”

Kaye argued that opposition to 
developing the woodland would have 
taken place at any geographic loca-
tion. The case of Windsor Oaks was 
in no way special, he claimed.

The BSA hearing to amend the 
variance is scheduled for Feb. 28.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Windsor Oaks residents and neighbors alike oppose the co-op’s attempt to remove 
a variance on a stretch of woodland. Google

Residents oppose change
Board to decide fate of wooded variance at Windsor Oaks

Jan. 17 auction set 
for Trump’s home

BY GINA MARTINEZ

An anonymous buyer is re-
scheduling the auction of Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump’s 
childhood home in Queens to 
Jan. 17, just days before Trump 
is set to be inaugurated. 

The five-bedroom, Tudor-
style Jamaica Estate’s home, lo-
cated at 85-15 Wareham Place, 
was where Trump lived for  the 
first four years of his life.

The home was originally on 
the market for $1.65 million in 
July and the price dropped to 
$1.399 million, at which point 
the owner decided to auction 
it off instead and let buyers de-
cide the value of the property. 
The auction was then post-
poned until after the election.

The original seller post-
poned the auction, set for Oct. 
19, the night of the third presi-
dential debate between Trump 
and Democratic nominee Hil-
lary Clinton.

The auction was resched-
uled due to the significant at-
tention drawn to the auction 
after the election, according 
to Misha Haghani, founder of 
Paramount Realty USA, which 
is holding the sale. It was then 
that an anonymous buyer pur-
chased the home for an undis-
closed amount and is now of-
fering it at auction again.

“We’re offering an opportu-
nity to buy a piece of history,” 
the seller said. “Who knows 
what it’s worth? There are no 
comps for a property as rare as 
this.”

Trump himself expressed 
interest in buying the home 
during his September appear-

ance on “The Tonight Show” 
with Jimmy Fallon.

When showed a picture of 
the home, he recalled his hap-
py upbringing there, saying “I 
had great parents, I had great 
brothers and sisters. I had a 
really good childhood. It’s sad 
looking at that. I want to buy it, 
it’s beautiful.” 

Haghani said the home is 
incredibly special.

“This is the childhood 
home of the next president of 
the United States and was built 
by his father—a property as 
prominent as this has intangi-
ble value that goes beyond just 
the real estate—it’s like art 
and that’s why an auction is 
the perfect platform in which 
to sell it.”

After the election real es-
tate super broker Dolly Lenz 
told the New York Post the 
house could sell for upwards of 
$10 million.

“The house has at least tri-
pled in value if not 10 times in 
value,” she said. “Think of all 
the billionaires who could turn 
this into a museum. That’s the 
highest and best use for this 
house. It’s an amazing oppor-
tunity for somebody.” 

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the auction must 
contact Paramount Realty 
USA, must place their bids in 
writing and  present10 percent 
of their offer via check or wire 
before the Jan. 17 deadline. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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Last week we selected 
our final resting place

718-894-4888
Cremation and Above Ground Burial Sites Available

Now we’re 
living life to 
the fullest.

I am interested in
Mausoleum Space:
Cremation Graves/Niches:

Please Mail To:
St. John’s Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, NY 11379

As indicated, please call/send 
me my FREE packet

Name

Address

Phone:

Email:

Grand Central Pkwy. in 
Glen Oaks will ban light-
ing up in each of its 1,844 
units. 

Joel Bhuiyan, the 
Queens Community En-
gagement Coordinator of 
NYC SmokeFree; Nancy 
Copperman with North-
well Health; Stephen Bea-
sley with the NYC Dept. of 
Health and Eileen Miller; 
and Phil Konigsberg, who 
comprise the Queens To-
bacco Control Coalition, 
held a Dec. 19 news con-
ference to announce the 
change.

 The new bylaws will 
go into effect on Jan. 1 
and North Shore Towers 
will become the largest 
co-op in the city to be-
come smoke-free.

“By establishing a 
smoke-free environment, 
North Shore Towers’ resi-
dents have created one of 
the healthiest places to 
live in Queens,” said Cop-
perman, assistant vice 
president of public health 
and community part-

nerships at Northwell 
Health. “Their partner-
ship in promoting health 
and wellness supports 
Northwell Health’s popu-
lation health initiatives.”

Smoking is the lead-
ing cause of preventable 
death, according to the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol, and nearly 6 mil-
lion people worldwide 
die from tobacco-related 
illness every year. There 
are 480,000 deaths per 
year in the United States 
from smoking, while  
41,000 people die from the 
effects of second-hand 
smoke.

“When a board of di-
rectors works coopera-
tively and in the best in-
terest of the community, 
it can accomplish mira-
cles,” North Shore Tow-
ers board member Phyl-
lis Goldstein said. “Their 
decision to attempt to 
safeguard the health of 
all its residents by mak-
ing North Shore Towers 
a smoke-free cooperative 
was a caring, non-politi-
cal initiative.”

The motion to ban 
smoking on the premises 

needed a two-thirds vote 
from co-op owners. It 
passed with 72 percent of 
the vote.

“North Shore Tow-
ers’ historic vote to go 
entirely smoke-free effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2017 ensures 
that its vibrant commu-
nity of seniors, families 
and children will be pro-
tected from tobacco pol-
lution anywhere on the 
grounds” Bhuiyan said. 
“We were thrilled to be 
help educate their resi-
dents on the dangers of 
second-hand smoke and 
the advantages of adopt-
ing a smoke-free policy, 
which in the end garnered 
overwhelming support.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) also delivered 
remarks at the news con-
ference as well as Coun-
cilman Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens).

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

North Shore
“I get a free transporta-

tion pass as part of my retire-
ment benefits, but it means 
I have to go to downtown 
Brooklyn every time I need 
to renew it,” she said. “To get 
there you have to go through 
Manhattan and it can take 
much more than an hour 
each way. With the street-
car it’s a shortcut in comfort 
with great views. I don’t like 
the underground.”

The three resident as-
sociation presidents join a 
growing list of groups from 
Queens that have endorsed 
the project and taking seats 
on the organization’s board 
of directors, such as the Long 
Island City Partnership,  the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, JetBlue and the Co-
alition for Queens.

“These leaders know 
first-hand the challenges a 
community cut-off from reli-
able transit faces, where it’s 
difficult to get to jobs, school, 
medical appointments, or 
frankly anywhere to want 
to go,” Friends of the BQX 
Executive Director Ya-Ting 

Liu said. “I look forward to 
working with the new board 
members to ensure that all 
New Yorkers have a voice 
in bringing better transit to 
our city.”

Transit advocate Melissa 
Orlando, the founder of 7 
Train Blues and Queens Ac-
cess, helped organize the 
Jobs Homes Hoods public 
meetings in Sunnyside and 
Woodside, where leaders of 
the anti-gentrification spoke 
against the project to large 
crowds this summer. 

“I find it interesting that 
they would endorse the BQX, 

although I can see some ben-
efits for NYCHA residents,” 
Orlando said. “Just the fund-
ing issue alone. They say 
they’ll push up real estate 
prices along the corridor 
and that’s not good for any 
of us with all of the concerns 
about gentrification along 
the waterfront that will lead 
to displacement of low- and 
working-class residents and 
the mom-and-pops and many 
other small businesses.”

Coger said that was con-
sidered by all three women 
before they endorsed the 
project and joined the board 
of the Friends of the BQX.

“You can’t close your 
mind to the fact that these 
things can happen, but in 
the future there is going to 
be change.  You can see the 
spread of development in ev-
ery corner of the city,” Coger 
said. “We don’t know where 
it is all heading. But you 
have to take it one day at a 
time and you have to stay on 
top of it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

BQX

The proposed $2.5 billion 
Brooklyn Queens Connector’s 
financing is based on future 
development that has been 
slowed by the expiration of the 
421-a tax abatement.
Rendering courtesy Friends of the 

Brooklyn Queens Connector
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CELEBRATE AT

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

ALL HAPPENING AT O’NEILL’S MASPETH
64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH  CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 718.672.9696 FREE VALET PARKING

NEW YEAR’S DAY
HANGOVER BRUNCH

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

SHILELAGH LAW

Bare-Knuckle Irish Music
www.halfthebottle.com

$13.95 
Includes One  

Complimentary Drink

$26.95 
2 Hours of Unlimited 
Cocktails with Brunch
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tute will be a premier 
regional platform 
for understanding a 
world that’s increas-
ingly volatile, uncer-
tain and complex,” 
Israel said.

“Our non-partisan 
mission will include 
bringing world lead-
ers, thinkers and ana-
lysts to campus; serv-
ing as a resource for 
the university as well 
as regional business 
leaders and social ac-
tivists for information 
and analysis of world 
events; and helping 
to prepare students 
to change our world 
with new models of 
innovation and social 
entrepreneurship.”

The Global Insti-
tute’s launch will be 
held March 2 at the 
Tilles Center for the 
Performing Arts at 
LIU Post and will fea-
ture former Secretary 
of State Colin Powell.

Israel’s official 

congressional records 
will also be housed at 
the university, avail-
able for both students 
and researchers.

The records will 
include “correspon-
dence, e-mails and 
historical docu-
ments,” according 
to the statement an-
nouncing Israel’s new 
role.The materials 
promise to offer in-
sight into Congress’ 
response to seismic 
national events like 
9/11 and the 2008 fi-
nancial crash.

Israel will also 
continue his writing 
career at the school, 
which offer classes for 
more than 20,000 stu-
dents and has been in 
operation since 1926

Israel will be suc-
ceeded in office by 
former Nassau Coun-
ty Executive Tom 
Suozzi, a fellow Demo-
crat who won the seat 
in a general election 
in November.

Suozzi announced 
Tuesday that he was 
opening a district of-

fice in Huntington, 
L.I. The offices will be 
contained in two his-
toric homes that date 
back to the American 
Revolution.

“I wanted to locate 
the office on the Suf-
folk-Nassau border, so 
it would be accessible, 
but I also wanted to 
locate the office on 
a property that paid 
tribute to our nation’s 
history,” Suozzi said 
about the opening.

Suozzi also pledged 
to offer a “satellite of-
fice” in Queens. In a 
previous interview, 
Suozzi suggested an 
area near the border 
of Queens and Nassau 
counties.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-
mail at pdonachie@cn-
glocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Israel
and the surrounding commu-
nities in many ways, and her 
family still must cope with the 
burden of her killer not yet be-
ing caught,” Addabbo said. “I 
believe it is imperative that we 
use the resources and technolo-
gy we have available to not only 
find the person responsible for 
this young woman’s death and 
ensure the highest level of con-
sequence, but to ease the fears 
of my constituents who know 
a dangerous individual is still 
out there.”

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown also expressed 
his support for authorizing fa-
milial DNA searches in New 
York state several weeks ago. 
He cited Vetrano’s murder, and 
said the familial DNA search-
ing could have an impact on 
other unsolved cases. The com-
mission announced it will hold 
a hearing Feb. 10 to consider 
whether such searches will be 
allowable in the state, accord-
ing to Addabbo’s office.

The investigation into Ve-
trano’s murder is ongoing and 
several weeks ago police re-
leased information that could 

potentially pertain to the killer. 
Police said the suspect was like-
ly familiar with Spring Creek 
Park, and may have visited or 
even lived in the park prior to 
the murder. The killer may have 
stopped visiting or living in the 
park afterwards, according to 
police, and “may have provided 
a seemingly reasonable excuse 
for this change in behavior to 
others. He may have even sug-
gested his avoidance of the park 
was due to the danger there,” 

according to the NYPD report. 
It is possible the individual in 
question might have looked like 
they were in a fight or struggle, 
police said.

Police encouraged anyone 
who might have information to 
reach out to authorities.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

DNA

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo came out in support of a form of DNA test-
ing that may help create new leads in unsolved cases like the summer 
murder of Karina Vetrano Photo by Michael Shain
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