
BY MARK HALLUM

Queens Quiet Skies Presi-
dent Janet McEneaney told the 
Community Board 11 meeting 
Tuesday that talks between 
her organization, the FAA and 
Port Authority to reduce air-
plane noise over the borough 
have improved since they be-
gan in 2012 and progress is 
underway to bring relief to 
residents.

McEneaney represented 
Queens Quiet Skies at the Dec. 
15 meeting of the LaGuardia 
Part 150 Technical Advisory 
Committee, which includes 
industry and government rep-
resentatives as well as elected 
officials.

She wrote in the Quiet 
Skies newsletter Dec. 18 the 
FAA plans to mitigate noise by 
paying to insulate houses or 
redirecting flight paths within 
zones defined by the  65 DNL  
standard, which defines the 
level at which airplane noise 
is incompatible with residen-
tial neighborhoods.

The 65 DNL contour over 
Queens is small and covers 
mainly Willets Point, she said, 
but she was optimistic talks 
are moving in their direction.

“Some of the things we’ve 
asked for are starting to come 

New Year’s is a stand-out day amomg Hindus when, as seen here at the Hindu Society Temple in 
Flushing, priests decorate the dieties in gold leaf and flower displays to guarantee a good year ahead. 
See more photos Page 26. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

“This was the lifeline of the 
neighborhood — now where are 
you going to go? asked longtime 
Kew Gardens Hills resident 
Jimmy J. F. as he stared at the 
burned-out block of mom-and-
pop stores.

A five-alarm fire destroyed 
14 businesses in Kew Gardens 
Hills right before the new year, 
FDNY officials said, as the 
flames tore through an entire 
block on Vleigh Place and gut-
ted the neighborhood’s central 
shopping strip.

The blaze began at 6:30 p.m. 
last Friday and was not brought 
under control until midnight, 
Nearly 200 firefighters were on 
the scene, with four of them sus-
taining minor injuries, FDNY 
said. No civilians were injured 
in the fire, officials said.

The cause of the inferno was 
still under investigation, but of-
ficials said they did not consider 
the fire suspicious. 

The raging flames obliter-
ated the block of small busi-
nesses, including a law office, 
a pizzeria, a dry cleaners and a 
bakery, between 76th Road and 
77th Avenue 

“Here we are, it’s a holiday 
weekend, and 14 people lose 
their business,” FDNY Chief 
of Department James Leonard 
said the day of the fire.  . “Some-

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The city’s first baby of 2017 
was born in Flushing Hospital.

Nathan Peralta entered the 
world Jan. 1 at 12:08 a.m. weigh-
ing 7 pounds, 11.5 ounces and 
clocking in at 19.5  inches long, 
according to Flushing Hospital. 

Both Nathan and his mother 
Carmen are doing well. 

Nathan was not due for an-
other two weeks, but when Car-
men went to the hospital Dec. 30 
for a checkup, she was induced 
due to high blood pressure. Ac-
cording to NY1, Carmen and the 
nursing staff were all excited 

about the possibility of Nathan 
being the city’s first baby of the 
new year. Peralta began push-
ing at 11:45 p.m. 

“Everybody was excited. Ev-
eryone was in the room — we 
had five nurses, two doctors,” 
Dr. Ingy  Khattaby told NY1 

First baby of 2017 born in Flushing

Continued on Page 44
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progressing: 
Quiet Skies

Blaze destroys 14 businesses
Officials still trying to determine cause of Kew Gardens Hills fire
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BY MARK HALLUM

A Hollis Hills shop own-
er picked up a winning Lot-
tery ticket at his own store 
and will be raking in more 
than $200,000 annually, but 
he seems to be enjoying his 
windfall by not going to 
work anymore.

Ajit Rana, a Long Is-
land City resident and pro-
prietor of Bayside Supply 
Smoke Shop at 22411 Union 
Tpke., could not be reached 
for comment and was not at 
the store during two recent 
visits.

A man behind the coun-
ter summed it all up: “He 
doesn’t come in anymore.”  
But he confirmed that 
Rana owned a portion of 
the shop.

According to the New 
York Lottery, Rana pur-
chased his Cash4Life tick-
et the night of the Nov. 11 
drawing and came into the 
store to find people talking 
about the winning ticket 
being sold at his shop. 

“I thought to myself, 
‘I wonder if it’s me?’” he 
said. “I checked my tickets 
and couldn’t believe what 
I was seeing. I was just in 
shock.”

After discovering he 
was the lucky winner, Rana 
immediately called his wife 
— who exercised a healthy 
amount of skepticism.

“She thought I was jok-
ing,” he recalled. “So I went 
home and showed her the 
ticket. We just kept check-
ing the numbers over and 
over again. We were both 
just totally surprised!”

Cash4Life winners do 
not receive their prize in 
one lump sum. The lottery 
awards them $1,000 a day 
which is delivered once a 

year in a  check totaling 
$227,410.

The winning numbers 
for the Nov. 11 Cash4Life 
drawing were 8-11-37-41-54 
Cash Ball 4.

Rana, 44, told the New 
York Lottery he has yet to 
decide what he will do with 
his winnings, but he does 
know he is interested in 
buying a house. 

The weekly lottery play-
er also plans to take the op-
portunity to visit his fami-
ly in India, according to the 
New York Daily News.

“I will visit my family in 
India and buy a house,” he 
told the paper.

Yolanda Vega, a member 
of the New York Lottery’s 
on-camera draw team, 
handed Rana a giant check 
Dec. 29 at news conference 
authenticating his status as 
a rich man, the Daily News 
reported.

The New York Lottery 
gave $1,241,108,424 in rev-
enue from ticket sales to 
schools throughout the 
five boroughs during fiscal 
year 2015-2016 through the 
Lottery Aid To Education 
program. Contributions 
are made regularly and by 
the same statutory formula 
which determines where 
state funds to schools will 
be invested, directing more 
largess to districts with a 
higher proportion of lower-
income families.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) announced a re-
sponse from the state Dept. of 
Transportation regarding his 
request for the agency to repair 
entrance and exit ramps on the 
Grand Central Parkway and 
the Clearview Expressway. Ac-
cording to the DOT, Exit 1 off 
the Clearview Expressway go-
ing southbound  which connects 
to the Grand Central Parkway 
headed eastbound, and the en-
trance and exit ramps to the 
Clearview Expressway at 188th 
Street will be refurbished.

“I am thrilled to announce 
that these entrance and exit 
ramps will be repaired and re-
paved in the new year. I want to 
thank the New York State De-
partment of Transportation for 
evaluating these areas, as well 
as for assuring me that this 
work will be completed in the 
coming year. These repairs are 
necessary for the thousands of 
drivers who use the aforemen-
tioned ramps on a daily basis, 
and I am glad to see our infra-
structure receive the attention 
it deserves,” Avella said.

Constituents have been re-
questing the repairs through 
Avella’s office for an extended 
period of time.

“The ramps needed partial 
or total repavement for what we 
would estimate is nearing a de-
cade,” Avella spokesman Con-
ner Quinn said. “What happens 
is state DOT gives the city mon-
ey to fix the highways and they 
do that, but they almost always 
forget about the ramps. That 
is why Sen, Avella is thankful 
that the state is taking the time 
to work on these ramps.”

The Bayside senator has a 
long history grappling with the 
city DOT to follow through with 
requests for improved road con-
ditions throughout his district. 

Avella expressed frustration 
with the agency in September 
when his latest request for an 
all-way stop sign at the inter-
sections of 23rd Avenue and 
Corporal Kennedy Street as 
well as the intersection of 23rd 
Avenue and 211th Street was re-
jected by the DOT.

Then in October, Avella 
stood with residents of Bay-
side Towne House Condo 
complex at 18-66 Corporal 
Kennedy St. to pressure the 
city branch of the agency to 
build a sound barrier along 
part of the Clearview Ex-
pressway running the length 
of the neighborhood. Noise 
complaints and pollution con-

cerns were among resident 
vexations. According to DOT, 
however, sound barriers 
are only constructed during 
times when major work on 
roads is underway or entirely 
new roads are being built.

As for the freeway ramps 
approved Dec. 28, the Exit 1 
project has been slated for 
completion by the new year 
while the 188th Street portion 
will be completed by the end 
of 2017.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The city Dept. of Transportation said neglected ramps on Clearview 
Expressway and Grand Central Parkway will be repaved. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

DOT to repair ramps Bayside shopkeep 
wins Cash4lifeAvella says Grand Central, Clearview focus of renovations
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

 

ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

Cuomo unveils $10 billion overhaul of JFK
BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo pre-
sented a sweeping “vision plan” 
to transform JFK International 
Airport for the 21st century. 

Based on the recommenda-
tions of the Governor’s Airport 
Advisory Panel, the $10 billion 
proposal lays out a comprehen-
sive, airport-wide framework to 
expand and connect terminals 
with world-class amenities, ex-
pand taxiways to reduce ground 
delays, and improve road and 
mass-transit access to meet pro-
jected growth in demand.

JFK welcomes more interna-
tional passengers to the United 
States than any other airport in 
the country, and served a record 
60 million passengers overall in 
2016. That number is expected 
to grow dramatically over the 
coming years, to 75 million by 
2030 and 100 million by 2050, but 
the current airport will reach 
capacity by the mid-2020s. And 
for each million passengers that 
JFK fails to accommodate, the 
region loses nearly $140 million 

in wages, $400 million in sales, 
and 2,500 jobs, according to the 
governor’s office.

“New York never backs down 
from a challenge, rather we step 
up to take on the ambitious proj-
ects that are often thought to be 
impossible. That’s exactly what 
transforming JFK Internation-
al Airport is all about,” Cuomo 
said. “Our vision calls for the 
creation of a unified, intercon-
nected airport that changes 
the passenger experience and 
makes the airport much easier 
to access and navigate. We are 
New York, and we remember 
the bravado that built this state 
in the first place, and that is the 
attitude that will take JFK and 
turn it into the 21st-century air-
port that we deserve.”

The redesign of JFK is the 
latest in a string of massive in-
frastructure projects in New 
York City tackled by Cuomo 
after the $8 billion LaGuardia 
Airport reconstruction current-
ly underway and the planned 
overhauls of Penn Station and 
the Javits Center. The new plan 

was presented at a luncheon 
hosted by the Association for a 
Better New York.

“John F. Kennedy Airport 
was once a world-class transpor-
tation hub, envied by the entire 
nation,” said Port Authority Ex-
ecutive Director Pat Foye. “To-
day, it is choked with traffic and 
burdened with outdated systems 
and decaying infrastructure. 
Gov. Cuomo’s landmark plan 

to revitalize JFK will put New 
York back on the map as a pre-
miere destination by building a 
new golden gate to this state.”

Cuomo’s plan also addresses 
key bottlenecks to and from 
JFK on the Van Wyck Express-
way and the Kew Gardens In-
terchange. He endorsed $1.5–$2 
billion in spending by the state 
Department of Transportation 
to improve the roadways into 

JFK, but the source of further 
funding for the project is un-
clear.

JFK has become a vital eco-
nomic engine in Queens, sup-
porting more than 285,000 jobs 
last year. Borough President Me-
linda Katz called the governor’s 
proposal a “bold, ambitious, 
critical plan to overhaul JFK,” 
while highlighting its benefits 
to surrounding communities.

“Especially welcome in the 
Governor’s plan is the inclusion 
of significant enhancements to 
the MTA Jamaica Station for 
mass transit riders on the sub-
ways, buses and rails, while 
looking to build out a seamless 
one-seat ride between JFK and 
Manhattan,” Katz said. “It’s a 
new day for infrastructure in 
New York, and Queens lauds 
the Governor’s new blueprint 
to transform our gateways and 
keep the region globally com-
petitive in the 21st century.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo adds the reconstruction of JFK International Airport 
to his growing list of massive infrastructure projects 

Courtesy Cuomo’s office

Proposal includes interconnected terminals, improved road access and expanded mass transit
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BY BILL PARRY

Now that the holidays 
are over the city is asking 
residents to “tree-cycle”  
their used Christmas trees. 

The city Department of 
Sanitation will continue its 
curbside collection through 
Friday, Jan. 15, provided 
all tree stands, tinsel, orna-
ments and lights have been 
removed. Clean, non-bagged 
Christmas trees will be col-
lected, chipped, mixed with 
leaves, and recycled into 
rich compost for the city’s 
parks, institutions and 
community gardens.

“Recycling gives Christ-
mas trees new life,” DSNY 
Commissioner Kathryn 
Garcia said. “The tree in 
our homes now will be 
chipped and reused as 
mulch in parks and com-
munity gardens throughout 

the city and enjoyed for the 
months to come.”

Sanitation collected 
more than 214,000 Christ-
mas trees last year. The 
city Parks Department 
provides two options for 
tree-cycling. The 20th an-
nual MulchFest event will 
be held this Saturday and 
Sunday between 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at several loca-
tions around the borough. 
Residents can drop off their 
clean and non-bagged trees 
for mulching and receive 
their own bag of mulch for 
use in yards and gardens.

“There are countless 
ways we can care for our 
parks, and MulchFest is 
one of the simplest and 
most fun,” Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell L. Silver 
said. “MulchFest is one of 
the many annual events 

MulchFest is back
at several locations

Van Buren High School lauds 
improved graduation rates

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Martin Van Buren High 
School has seen dramatic im-
provements in its graduation 
and attendance rates since be-
ing classified as one of the 94 
struggling schools in the city’s 
Renewal Program, elected of-
ficials and school administra-
tion announced Tuesday.

“We get enough news about 
the school system we’d rather 
not hear,” City Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) said during a pre-
sentation held in the school’s 
conference room. “But there is 
great news happening in our 
school system.”

Grodenchik, who represents 
the area in the City Council, was 
joined by state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Jamaica), students, teach-

ers and civic leaders. Principal 
Sam Sochet said graduation 
rates had improved markedly 
in the past few years, and the 
school was one of only three Re-
newal schools in the city to sur-
pass all its benchmarks, which 
included analyses of college and 

career readiness, school safety 
and academic improvement.

“We want our children to 
succeed, not just at Martin 
Van Buren but everywhere. 
It’s heartbreaking if we don’t,” 
Sochet said, telling the audi-
ence he was ‘gratified’ there 
was good news to report about 
Martin Van Buren.

Sochet took over as principal 
of Van Buren in 2012, and the 
four-year graduation rate had 
jumped from 46 percent to 62.3 
percent in the past three school 
years. The school, established 
in 1955, is a part of School Dis-
trict 26, the highest-performing 
school district in the city. 

Sochet touted the school’s 
partnerships with Long Island 
Jewish Hospital for its health 
program and a prominent city 
law firm for a law program 
at the school and said he was 

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo un-
veiled a new proposal at La-
Guardia Community College 
Tuesday that would make 
SUNY and CUNY college tu-
ition free for nearly a million 
families making less than 
$125,000 a year. With Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders at his side, 
Cuomo announced his new Ex-
celsior Scholarship program to 
alleviate the crushing burden 
of student debt.

“A college education is not 
a luxury — it is an absolute 
necessity for any chance at eco-
nomic mobility, and with these 
first-in-the-nation Excelsior 
Scholarships, we’re providing 
the opportunity for New York-
ers to succeed, no matter what 
zip code they come from and 
without the anchor of student 
debt weighing them down,” 
Cuomo said. “New York is mak-
ing a major investment in our 
greatest asset — our people — 
and supporting the dreams and 
ambitions of those who want 
a better life and are willing to 
work hard for it.”

Sanders, who pushed for 

free tuition nationwide during 
his presidential bid, called Cuo-
mo’s program “revolutionary” 
and urged state legislators to 
approve the plan and make it a 
model for the rest of the nation. 

“If we are going to do jus-
tice to the working families of 
this country, to the low-income 
families, if we are going to have 
an economy that creates jobs, 
we must have the best-educated 

workforce in the world,” Sand-
ers said. “Our job is to encour-
age every person in this coun-
try to get all the education he or 
she can, not to punish them for 
getting that education.”

In 2015, the average student 
loan debt in New York was 
$29,320. If approved, the Excel-
sior Scholarship program will 
work by supplementing exist-
ing aid initiatives such as the 
Tuition Assistance Program, 
which provides nearly $1 bil-
lion in grants to students state-
wide, and federal aid.

The plan is expected to cost 
about $163 million a year when 
fully implemented by 2019. 
Cuomo plans to institute the 
program in stages, beginning 
by offering it to families mak-
ing up to $100,000 starting in 
the fall of 2017, increasing to 
$110,000 in 2018, and reaching 
$125,000 in 2019.

“College is a mandatory step 
if you really want to be a suc-
cess,” Cuomo said. “And this 
society should say we’re going 
to pay for college because you 
need college to be successful. 
Other countries have done it. 
It’s time this country catches 
up.”

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), ranking 
member of the Higher Educa-
tion Committee, sponsored a 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (l) calls Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s plan for free college tuition a model for the nation during 
its unveiling at LaGuardia Community College. Courtesy of Governor’s office/Kevin P. Coughlin

Principal Sam Sochet (l), 
Councilman Barry Grodenchik, 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie and 
Assemblyman David Weprin 
talk about Van Buren’s im-
proved graduation rates. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

Guv proposes plan for free tuition
Cuomo announces ‘revolutionary’ idea to educate students at SUNY, CUNY schools

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30 Continued on Page 30
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

As New York City announced a grim 
milestone in the number of drug over-
dose deaths in the city in 2016, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo unveiled a volley of new 
reforms aimed at curtailing the number 
of overdose deaths, including a require-
ment for health insurance plans to cover 
treatment services for addicted New 
Yorkers.

New York City projected that overdose 
deaths in the city would exceed 1,000 for 
the first time on record in the city. The 
city Department of Health said the jump 
in fatalities was driven by increased use 
of fentanyl, an opioid often mixed with 
heroin. It is frequently mixed with co-
caine or oft-abused pharmaceuticals.

The DOH could not release 2016 drug 
overdose numbers for the borough of 
Queens as of press time, but the depart-
ment did see a substantial uptick halfway 
through the year. By the end of the first 
half of 2016, overdose deaths in Queens 
stood at 104, while the total for the en-
tirety of 2015 was 144. Borough totals in 
Manhattan and Staten Island from the 
first half of 2016 also nearly matched 
their entire yearly totals from 2015. The 
DOH also found a massive uptick in the 
presence of fentanyl in overdose deaths 
from the start of 2015 to the second quar-

ter of 2016.
The new mandates enacted by the 

state sprang from legislation Cuomo 
signed in June 2016 and went into ef-
fect Jan. 1. The law includes a require-
ment for insurers to cover inpatient 
services for addicted patients if needed, 
and restricts insurers from conducting 
utilization reviews  until after 14 days of 
treatment. The reviews would let insur-

ers analyze and approve requests for 
treatment. Now, insurers cannot require 
approval prior to emergency use of drug 
treatment medications such as buprenor-
phine and injected naltrexone, and must 
now also adhere to state-approved crite-
ria to determine appropriate coverage 
for drug abuse treatment. Insurers must 
also cover the costs of naloxone, which 
can be used to reverse the immediate ef-

fects of an overdose.
“With these landmark reforms fully 

enacted, we have removed artificial bar-
riers that prevented New Yorkers from 
receiving the help they need and put into 
place new safeguards to get these drugs 
off the street,” Gov. Cuomo said about the 
reforms.

The DOH also stressed that patients 
in the midst of a potentially fatal over-
dose could be saved by using naloxone, 
and New Yorkers can receive training in 
how to appropriately use it. The medica-
tion is available free of charge from over-
dose prevention programs, according to 
the DOH, and can be purchased at partic-
ipating pharmacies throughout the city. 

Interested New Yorkers can visit nyc.
gov and search “overdose prevention” to 
learn more about local prevention pro-
grams or participating pharmacies, the 
DOH said. The new insurance regula-
tions pertain to small and large group 
plans alike, and pertains to all plans 
regulated by the state’s Department of 
Financial Services. People seeking more 
information can call the DFS at 1 (800) 
342-3736 or dfs.gov.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Drug reforms combat overdose spikes

New York City’s Department of Health projects drug overdose deaths will exceed 1,000 in 
the city in 2016. Photo by Sue Ogrocki/AP

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administration 
announced Tuesday the New York 
City identity card will remain free 
in 2017 as more cultural institutions 
signs on to the program .̀

City Hall is now processing full 
enrollments to all residents regard-
less of immigration status under 
a new policy that does not involve 
retention of an IDNYC cardholders’ 
personal background documents. 
The push comes just days before a 
hearing on a lawsuit that may decide 
if the city can go ahead and destroy 
personal information gathered dur-
ing the program’s first two years. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio has promised 
undocumented immigrants that 
personal data would not fall into the 
hands of the incoming Trump ad-
ministration.

“The IDNYC program started 
with the simple idea of bridging di-
vides between people and govern-
ment, so that all New Yorkers have 
access to the resources they need 
to live full, productive lives here in 
NYC,” de Blasio said. “We’re keep-
ing IDNYC free in 2017, so that all 
city residents can feel confident in-
teracting with the NYPD, entering 
their child’s school, obtaining city 
services, and so much more.”

Cardholders have access to free 
memberships at 38 of the city’s pre-
miere cultural organizations, from 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art to 
the Queens Museum, Flushing Town 
Fall and the Queens Theatre.

“I am excited that so many of 
our benefits partners are return-
ing for 2017, and we are welcoming 
some great new institutions to the 
IDNYC family,” he said. “With their 
partnership, we’re giving more New 
Yorkers access to culture, arts, fit-
ness and a long list of enriching op-
portunities.”

De Blasio expands free IDNYCCrowley rips Blaz’s 
hotel plan for homeless

BY BILL PARRY

Just before Christmas, the city De-
partment of Homeless Services posted 
a request for vendors to procure 3,900 
hotel rooms in order to shelter more of 
the record 60,000 homeless in the five 
boroughs. 

Under the contract, DHS expects 
vendors to control room rate costs and 
negotiate flat monthly rates, avoiding 
spikes that cost the city nearly $80 
million from Nov. 1, 2015 to Oct. 31, 
2016, according to city Comptroller 
Scott Stringer.

“The city plans to reduce the use of 
commercial hotels when we can open 
more ongoing regular shelters, but 
meanwhile using a contract insures 
cost efficiency, transparency and 
since contracts will include perfor-
mance standards, better oversight of 
conditions and services,” Department 
of Social Services Commissioner Ste-
ven Banks said.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) blasted the practice of 
housing homeless individuals and 
families in hotels. As nightly protests 
at the Maspeth Holiday Inn Express 

grabbed headlines for months begin-
ning in mid-August, Crowley and his 
colleagues discovered DHS had qui-
etly moved more homeless into hotels 
in Corona and East Elmhurst, most 
recently at the LaGuardia Marriott at 
102-05 Ditmars Ave. Crowley penned 
an op-ed piece Monday in the City & 
State magazine Slate calling on the 
city to abandon it shortsighted, costly 
attempts to convert hotels into shel-
ters.

“Not only are hotels inadequate 
for meeting homeless families’ day-to-
day needs, the approach uproots them 
from their communities, schools and 
opportunities to get back on their 
feet,” Crowley wrote. “The prevalence 
of hotels surrounding our airports 
puts an uneven burden on communi-
ties in Queens that are already strug-
gling to meet their own needs. It is 
more than just unfair -- it is an un-
sustainable, hasty patch for a problem 
that requires thoughtful, cost-effec-
tive, long-term solutions.”

Crowley has called for increased 
federal funding to programs that help 
make housing more affordable, such 

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces IDNYC will 
remain free for a third consecutive year 
with additional cultural benefits. 
       Photo by Michael Shain

Continued on Page 28Continued on Page 28
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BAYSIDE BRANCH
929-373-4358

215-45 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

FORT LEE BRANCH
201-720-8166

1636 Parker Ave., Fort Lee, NJ 07024

NOW OPEN!

www.metrocitybank.com
SBA Preferred Lender

CDARS Member

SPECIAL 14
MONTH CD
1.35% APY*

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum $1,000 to Open. 
A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. The rate is effective 
as of September 02, 2016 and subject to change without notice. This 

Special CD is only available at Fort Lee and Bayside Branch!

Residential Mortgage Loans 
(NMLS#874399)

Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288
Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-639-7006

SBA Loans
Commercial Loans 

Kenny Hong
201-720-8132

METRO CITY BANK

To See All of Our Branch Locations, Please Visit

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Nearly $8 million in state funding 
will go toward rehabilitating dam-
aged houses or constructing new ones 
throughout the state, according to an 
announcement last week by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo. Some funding will go to-
wards repairing homes damaged dur-
ing Superstorm Sandy.

“We are committed to helping all 
New Yorkers achieve and preserve the 
American Dream of homeownership, 
and this funding will build and improve 
affordable owner-occupied housing in 
every corner of the state,” Cuomo said 
about the funding allocation.

The funding will pay for repairs to  
295 income-eligible homes throughout 
the state, allocated through the New 
York State Homes and Community Re-
newal’s Affordable Home Ownership 
Development Program, which provides 

as much as $40,000 per home to assist in 
repairs or to construct affordable hous-
ing.

The state funding comes as the Daily 
News reported last week that 60 percent 
of homes in the city’s Build it Back Pro-
gram had completed construction, a 
jump of more than 15 percent since Oc-
tober. 

The Queens-associated grants from 
the state included $1.2 million to  im-
prove about 30 units located throughout 
Queens and Kings County specifically 
related to homes that were damaged 
by Superstorm Sandy. An additional 
$880,000 was allocated to Restored 
Homes Housing Development Fund Cor-
poration to acquire and repair 22 units 
in scattered areas throughout Queens. 

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM

Plans have been filed at 242-02 61st 
Ave. in Douglaston for changes to the 
spaces currently occupied by Macy’s 
Department Store and MovieWorld the-
ater. According to the city Department of 
Buildings, the Alt-1 permit is to convert 
the spaces into a Lowe’s Home Improve-
ment Center.

The address is shared by both busi-
nesses which sit adjacent to each other.

Perry M. Petrillo Architects put in 
the application for the job in November.

Macy’s announced in August that its 
Douglaston location would be shutting 
down in conjunction with an August 
announcement that 100 stores would be 
shuttered around the country due to a 
decline in in-store sales.

“The announcements we are making 
today represents an advancement in our 
thinking on the role of stores, the quality 
of the shopping experience we will deliv-
er, and how and where we reinvest in our 
business for growth,” Macy’s President 
Jeff Gennette said Aug. 11.  “In the short 
term, our company’s topline sales will 
be somewhat smaller, but the changes 
being made will position us to grow com-
parable sales more quickly and generate 
a level of profitability that stands out 
among retailers,”

The move was undertaken to redesign 
the portfolio of the business to accommo-
date the decrease in revenue and retain 
$1 billion by cutting down on overhead.

“We’re getting out in front of this,” 
Chief Executive Officer Terry Lundgren 

said on CNBC. “We’re going to still have 
over 530 stores in all the key markets. 
Forty-nine of the top 50 markets in the 
United States when we’re done with all 
of this.”

Lundgren went on to note that Macy’s 
is slightly behind Amazon in sales, but 
the smaller portfolio of Macy’s stores 
supplemented with the company’s own 
online business should be a profitable 
game plan going forward.

The company’s sales from the first 
quarter of 2016 were down 7.4 percent 
from 2015’s $6.2 billion, according to Ma-
cy’s 2016 earning statement.

MovieWorld’s owners and Lowe’s 
Home Improvement Center could not im-
mediately be reached for comment.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail 
at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Lowe’s to take over 
Macy’s, MovieWorld

State announces funding 
for Sandy home repairs

A Lowe’s buiulding supply store is set 
to move into the Douglaston shop-
ping center where Macy’s is closing.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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SWITCH OFFER: Ltd time. Each line reqs an eligible port-in, trade-in, purchase, svc & final bill submission. Credits received may not equal all costs of switching.  Elig. port-in: From eligible carrier (excludes Cricket & select others) on their 
term agmt or device plan (excludes 3rd party agmts).  Must buy elig. smartphone in same transaction. Elig. Purchase/Svc: Smartphone on AT&T Next or AT&T Every Year installment agmt w/elig. svc (excludes prepaid, Lifeline, Residential 
Wireless and select discounted plans). Acct & svc must remain active & in good standing for 45 days.  Tax due at sale. Down payment may be req’d. If svc is cancelled, installment agmt balance (up to $950) is due.  Limit: Purch. 
limits apply. Trade-in: Select locations. Must be smartphone on line ported, be in good working condition w/ min. $5 trade-in value & meet AT&T Trade-In program reqmts. Trade-in Credit: Instant credit or private label AT&T Promotion Card 
issued by MetaBank™ or CenterState Bank of Florida NA, via license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. (may take 3 weeks to receive). Credit/Card valid for 5 months & for  use only to purch. AT&T products & svc in AT&T owned retail stores, at att.com, or 
to pay wireless bill. At dealers get credit (w/ add’l terms) for use at dealer. Final Bill: Must go to att.com/helpyouswitch & upload or mail final bill w/in 60 days showing Early Termination Fee (ETF) or device plan balance (incl. lease purch. 
costs) on number ported. Final Credit: Total amount equals device balance/ETF (excludes taxes, fees, svc & other charges) up to $650 minus trade-in.  Get up to $640 for device plan balance or up to $340 for ETF.  W/in 4 wks after meet 
all elig. reqmts, are mailed AT&T Promotion Visa Prepaid Card issued by CenterState Bank of Florida NA, via license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Not redeemable for cash & non-transferable. For use at US locations where Visa cards are accepted 
through date printed on card (min. 150 days). Add’l cardholder terms & conditions apply & are provided w/Prepaid Card. See att.com/switch for offer details. 

GEN. WIRELESS SVC: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Svcs not for resale. Deposit may be reqd. Credit approval, activ. ($20), other fees, monthly, overage, other charges, usage, other restr’s per line apply.  Pricing & 
terms subject to change & may be modified or terminated at any time without notice. Coverage & svc not avail. everywhere.  You get an off-net (roaming) usage allowance for each svc.If you exceed the allowance, your svc(s) may 
be restricted or terminated. Other restr’s apply & may result in svc termination. ©2016 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and the Globe logo are registered trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

When you trade-in your current smartphones 
and buy new ones on AT&T Next.®

        $650
 IN CREDITS PER LINE TO 
HELP YOU SWITCH TO AT&T*

GET UP TO

* Each line reqs elig. service & qual. trade-in. $650 = trade-in credit (may 
be AT&T/store promo card) + prepaid card (w/in 90 days) for device 
balance/early termination fee amount less trade-in.

We have something 
new in store for you.
AT&T has a new location in College Point.

VISIT  OUR NEW LOCATION  IN COLLEGE POINT 
132-18 14th Ave  •   917-563-7995 

On the corner of 132nd Street in the CVS Shopping Center
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 Flushing Bank has sold 
one of its buildings in 
Auburndale. 
Flushing Financial 
Cooperation, the parent 
holding company for 
Flushing Bank, sold 
its 188-08 Hollis Court 
property. Cushman and 
Wakefield helped market 
the property.

The Flushing Bank 
branch will stay open un-
til a new, updated branch 
location nearby is ready 
for occupancy, according 
to John Buran, president 
and chief executive offi-
cer of Flushing Financial 
Corporation. 

“This sale will af-
ford us the flexibility to 
enhance the customer 
experience with modern 
branches that offer con-
venient access that aligns 
with the growth in the 
market,” he said. 

Flushing Bank serves 
consumers, businesses, 
professionals, corporate 
clients, and public entities 
by offering a full comple-

ment of deposit, loan, and 
cash management servic-
es through its 19 banking 
offices located in Queens, 
Brooklyn, Manhattan, 
and Nassau County.

Stephen Preuss, se-
nior managing director 
at Cushman and Wake-
field, said the new inves-
tor plans on dividing the 
building into multiple 
spaces after remodeling 
is over. 

“It sold in December to 
a local investor who plans 
to improve the property 
and re-tenant the building 
with one or more tenants,” 
he said. “The bank will 
stay on as a tenant for the 
next several months, then 
new tenants will come in 
and take its place. If the 
right tenant comes along 
to take the whole space, 
the investor will entertain 
it, but inevitably it will 
be cut up into multiple 
spaces.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Flushing Bank 
sells building 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Whitestone civic 
group is working with the 
NYPD to teach residents 
the skills to help police 
protect their community. 

WeLoveWhitestone 
and the 109th Precinct are 
hosting their third-annu-
al “NYPD Block Watcher” 
training class on Jan. 28 
at a soon-to-be-announced 
location in Whitestone. 

NYPD officers will 
lead the workshop and 
teach participants how to 
help police during emer-
gency situations and how 
to properly report crimes. 
According to Alfredo Cen-
tola, president of WeLove-
Whitestone, officers will 
teach participants what 
to look out for, and at the 
end of the two-hour class 
participants get a certifi-
cate with block watcher 

ID number. Certifications 
expire every two years 
and there is no enrollment 
fee or commitment. 

Centola said that the 
program gives Whitestone 
residents the chance to 
look out for one another. 

‘‘So when they call 911, 
the operator knows they 
were trained and that per-
son knew what to look for,” 
he said. “The civic model 
has always been ‘get up, 
get out, get involved’ this 
gives people the opportu-
nity and the chance to get 
involved. You don’t have 
to get in car for two hours 
looking for anything spe-
cific, you’re just trained to 
find things.”

According to Centola, 
the training helps create 
more aware citizens who 
will be better equipped to 
report crimes. 

Whitestone civic 
works with NYPD

Continued on Page 44
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A controversial real estate 
mogul with major holdings in 
southeast Queens died last au-
tumn, perhaps finally releasing 
a death grip that for years has 
throttled development in neigh-
borhoods where she owned 
properties.

Rita Stark, who inherited 
extensive real estate holdings 
throughout southeast Queens 
after her father’s death in 1988, 
died in October, according to 
DNAInfo. From her real estate 
office in Hollis, Stark controlled 
an estimated $4 million worth 
of property for nearly three de-
cades — and in that time she 
became notorious for showing 
little interest in doing anything 
more with those properties be-
yond maintaining that control.

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) stressed 
he was not trying to disparage 
Stark, but said her actions “epit-
omized” the lack of development 
in southeast Queens.

“If you name a community 
where there’s an area where 
Rita had her hands, you saw she 
would neither fish nor cut bait,” 

Sanders said. 
Stark’s properties were often 

vacant for years, or even decades. 
Some of the properties Stark 
owned included the Long Island 
Press building at 92-20 164th 
St., which was vacant since the 
1970s until it was razed in 2005, 

as well as the expansive Thrift-
way supermarket complex on 
Mott Avenue in the Rockaways, 
which she steadfastly refused to 
develop for years.

Sanders said her refusal to 
develop her properties,  to sell 
them at a profit or even to ac-

cept grant money to refurbish 
blighted building ran contrary 
to the logic of the free market. 
He could not say for sure why 
Stark refused to sell many of 
her properties, but he specu-
lated that she may have viewed 
the inherited properties as her 

father’s legacy and may have 
been hesitant to sell them.

Even when she did develop 
her properties, Stark courted 
controversy.

Plans to turn one of Stark’s 
buildings in Hollis into a sup-
portive housing facility for 
homeless veterans sparked pro-
tests and court battles by com-
munity activists arguing that 
the city was using southeast 
Queens — which hosts 50 per-
cent of the borough’s homeless 
shelters — as a dumping ground 
for the indigent.

Control of Stark’s holdings 
now passes to her brother Har-
old and his two sons, Fred and 
Alan, between whom she divid-
ed the properties in her will, ac-
cording to DNAInfo, which also 
noted that her brother had sued 
her to take control of the port-
folio shortly after she inherited 
it.  The move suggested that he 
and her nephews may be more 
interested in developing the 
properties.

Yvonne Reddick, the district 
manager for Community Board 
12, said she did not have any di-
rect dealings with Stark, but ex-

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria residents will 
have new transit options 
this year with Citywide Fer-
ry Service arriving at Hal-
lets Point in June and Citi 
Bike expanding north from 
Long Island City before the 
end of 2017. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced last week that Citi 
Bike had set a new ridership 
record in 2016 of nearly 14 
million trips, shattering the 
record set in 2015 by more 
than 4 million.

“In 2016, we fulfilled our 
pledge to grow Citi Bike,” 
 de Blasio said, “further ce-
menting its reputation as 
the nation’s largest popular 
bike-share program. With 
more Brooklyn and Queens 
neighborhoods slated to get 
bikes in 2017, we can expect 
great things.”

Citi Bike now regularly 
serves more than 60,000 
trips a day, putting it on par 
with taxis and the Staten Is-

land Ferry.
“When we first invested 

in New York’s bike-share 
program in 2012, our capi-
tal allowed a small business 
with big dreams to launch 

the largest privately funded 
bike share program in the 
world,” said Margaret An-
adu, the managing direc-
tor of the Urban Investment 
Group at Goldman Sachs. 

“We doubled down on Citi 
Bike in 2014 with additional 
financing to facilitate expan-
sion of the system and are 
delighted to see the program 
hit this incredible mile-

stone. The program has cre-
ated quality jobs, promoted 
economic development, and 
changed the way many New 
Yorkers and visitors experi-
ence this amazing city.”

The New York City Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration released new data as 
well, showing that rider-
ship on the East River Ferry 
reached an all-time high in 
2016 with a total of 1,584,149 
trips, an increase of 8 per-
cent over 2015. In addition 
to the expansion to Astoria, 
new landings will open in 
Rockaway and Gantry Plaza 
State Park in the summer.

“This growing demand 
is one of the reasons we’re 
expanding ferry service 
citywide in 2017,” said EDC 
President Maria Torres-
Springer. “More and more 
New Yorkers are looking to 
our waterways to get to work 
or school, and that’s led to 
increased East River Ferry 
ridership for the fourth 

Citi Bike to expand to Astoria after record year

Controversial real estate owner dies
Rita Stark leaves mixed legacy of inheriting property worth millions in southeast Queens

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 44

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces that Citi Bike shattered it annual ridership record for a third consecutive year 
as it readies for its expansion into Astoria later this year.    Courtesy of citybikenyc.com

Rita Stark owned many properties throughout southeast Queens that stayed vacant for long periods of time, 
including this complex on Mott Avenue in the Rockaways. Google Earth
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Access to Superb 
Eye and ENT Specialists 
Just Got Easier 

®

Call: 844-218-8649  |  www.nyee.edu/bayside

45-64 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of 

Mount Sinai (NYEE) brings its most 

requested specialty services to 

Queens. With another convenient 

location, Bayside residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose 

and throat care right in the neighborhood.    

POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING - Police were search-

ing for four suspects wanted in 
connection with a grand larceny in 
Flushing. 

Police said that between May 2016 
and July 2016 four suspects obtained 
debit cards and the corresponding 
pin numbers through the placement 
of skimmer devices on ATM ma-
chines to record account informa-
tion. 

The suspects created  duplicate 
debit cards and made unauthorized 
withdrawals from the victims’ ac-
counts.  

Police described the first suspect 
as a white or Hispanic male. Police 
said he was last seen wearing a gray 
baseball cap, white T-shirt under a 
dark colored blazer, black pants and 
red shoes.

The second suspect is a white or 
Hispanic male who was last seen 
wearing a dark-colored baseball cap 
and a blue jogging suit. 

Police sad the third suspect is 
also a white or Hispanic male, who 
was wearing a dark colored jacket, 
dark pants and brown hat.

Police described the fourth sus-

pect as a white or Hispanic male last 
seen wearing a black baseball cap, 
black blazer, gray pants and white 
sneakers.

 

The man in glasses here is a suspect in a se-
ries of bank frauds last summer involving 
stolen debit card passwords.               NYPD

Cops search for Flushing grand larceny suspects

REGO PARK — Police were seek-
ing a man who applied a skimming 
device to an ATM outside of a bank 
Dec. 19. The man in question was 
captured in images on a surveil-
lance camera.

At about 12:30 p.m. an employee 
of the Queens County Savings Bank 
at 75-44 Queens Blvd. found a skim-
ming device on an ATM machine 
outside the bank. Police responded 
and an investigation uncovered that 
an unidentified man applied the de-

vices to the ATM Dec. 17 at 3:54 p.m.
Police released a photo of the 

man in question that was taken at 
the ATM where the skimmer was at-
tached.

Police encouraged anyone with 
information about the man to call 
the NYPD Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1 (800) 577-TIPS or to submit tips 
online at www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com. All calls would be confidential, 
police said.

Police seek man who skimmed Rego Park ATM

Police are looking for this man in connection with a skimming device placed on an ATM 
outdside a Queens Boulevard Bank.  NYPD
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It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your Car 

Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company Cannot 
Direct You Otherwise

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

   Insurance Company’s Drive-In Claim Service

  Final Or Binding

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

Monday & Thursday 10am-7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 1pm-6pm 
Sunday 12-4pm

718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY

DINETTE 
& FURNITURE CENTER

LAST 3 WEEKS!

PRICES SLASHED!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

STORE CLOSING!STORE CLOSING!

CHAIRS
$10 and up!

STOOLS
$25 and up!

TABLES
$75 and up!

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
“With half of the 2.3 million residents 
who call Queens ‘home’ born abroad, 
every immigrant’s success becomes 
our borough’s success. Queens lauds 

this year’s Ambassadors for their
contributions – past, present and

future. You are an integral part of 
what makes the World’s Borough thrive.”

Melinda Katz
President, Borough of Queens

Join in recognizing and applauding this year’s 
Queens Ambassador Award Honorees

LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Presented by:

N E  W S  P  A P  E  R  S  

For information about attending call:
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Time to join your community board 
January is the month that you 

may apply to serve on your local 
community board. Community 
Boards make advisory decisions 
on many aspects of neighborhood 
life, including on land use cases 
where variances and special per-
mits have been requested, capital 
and expense budget matters as well 
as issues concerning transporta-
tion, education, environmental 
concerns, parks, health and com-
munity facilities, to name some of 
the areas.  Serving on a commu-
nity board is a non-paid, volunteer 
position.  

     Queens Community Board 11, 
where I serve, meets once a month, 
except in July and August.  Board 
members are required to be part of 
a zoning committee from the area 

where they reside and are also en-
couraged to join a variety of stand-
ing committees of their choice. 

     There is an application to fill 
out and a process to follow in order 
to join any community board.   Con-
tact your local community board 
office or your council member for 
further information if you are in-
terested in joining. 

     The local council member and 
the borough president select people 
to be on community boards from 
the applications that are submit-
ted from the public.  An appoint-
ment lasts two years and may be 
renewed by reapplying at the end of 
each term. 

     Also remember that most com-
munities have a local civic asso-
ciation that advocates for improved 

services and better quality of life in 
their area.  Most civic associations 
in Queens belong to the Queens 
Civic Congress, an umbrella orga-
nization of over 100 civic and com-
munity groups made up of people 
who care for their neighborhoods 
and work hard at building better 
communities for all residents.

     Overdevelopment and inap-
propriate development are key con-
cerns of most civic groups.  I would 
encourage all homeowners to join 
their local civic organization.  By 
working together, we can build 
stronger communities for our-
selves and future generations.

Henry Euler
204-05 43 Avenue

Bayside, NY  11361-2617
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  Yes, the Upper East Side of Manhattan has hi-
jacked the Q train from Astoria for the stunning new 
Second Avenue subway, but Queens got the W line 
back in return.

  This was not a completely fair exchange. But 
Queens straphangers who ride the F train can walk 
right across the platform at the redesigned 63rd 
Street stop in Manhattan and catch the Q train on its 
long journey downtown to Coney Island.

 After nearly a century of false starts, New York 
City got its act together to open a subway line that 
can make the most cynical of city dwellers proud.  
MTA employees are working the crowds at the three 
new stations - 96th Street, 86th Street and 72nd Street 
- passing out subway maps, smiling (that’s right) at 
gawking passengers and answering questions about 
the art on the walls.

  This is not your typical underground experience 
and we’ll see how long the inspiring settings in the 
stations can be maintained before the NYC Transit 
regulars - rats, trash and vagrants - move in.

 As a public space, the new stations function as 
efficient transportation hubs with long escalators 
carrying riders many flights down.  Once the rid-
ers enter the turnstiles, the white tile walls on the 
block-long corridors do double duty as an inviting 
passageway and a subterranean art museum filed 
with mosaics by well-known artists.

It’s not every day that straphangers stop to take 
selfies next to artworks depicting typical New York-
ers who confront life on the subways.

 The extended Q train brings much-needed ser-
vice to the far East Side, a transit orphan since the 
Second Avenue el shut down in 1942 and the Third 
Avenue el closed in 1955.

 But the real test begins this week. The line’s 
other role is to siphon off 200,000 riders from the 
nearby Lexington Avenue line, where the notorious-
ly packed 4, 5 and 6 have been carrying 1.3 million 
people daily. 

 Only then can the MTA be sure its ambitious 
East Side Access project to bring Long Island Rail-
road riders into Grand Central Station in 2022 will 
work. Adding LIRR commuters to the unrelieved 
Lex at Grand Central would be catastrophic.

 Amid all the fanfare, kudos to U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney, the Astoria and Upper East Side congress-
woman who waged a fierce battle to get the Second 
Avenue subway rolling. She, Gov.  Andrew Cuomo 
and MTA Chairman Tom Prendergast made a formi-
dable team and reminded us that miracles can hap-
pen after all.
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READERS WRITE

Forest Hills welcomes ‘Hanukkah on the Park’
As the eighth night of Ha-

nukkah met the final night 
of 2016, a multi-generational 
and ethnically diverse crowd 
of hundreds of participants 
made their way to Yellow-
stone Municipal Park in For-
est Hills, ready to embrace 
the holiday’s miracles. In ad-
dition, residents of Yellow-
stone Boulevard apartment 
buildings took advantage 
of an aerial view from their 
windows. 

Now in its second year, 
“Hanukkah On The Park” 
featured a grand menorah 
lighting celebration ac-
companied by festivities. 
The event was organized by 
Rabbi Mendy Hecht and Reb-
betzin Chaya Hecht of Cha-
bad of Forest Hills North, 
which partnered with Rabbi 
Mordechai Hecht of Anshe 
Shalom Chabad in Kew Gar-
dens. Nightly ceremonies on 
a smaller scale led up to this 
event’s success.

    As participants gath-
ered, deejay Jordan ener-
gized the crowd with upbeat 

renditions of traditional and 
modern tunes, which contin-
ued for much of the evening 
and included “Al Hanisim,” 
“Ma’oz Tzur,” “Ocho Kande-
likas,” and The Maccabeats’ 
“Candlelight.” The FDNY 
made a dramatic arrival, 
hoisting up both rabbis, 
who greeted and exchanged 
humor with attendees from 
an elevated platform, while 
emphasizing Hanukkah’s 
significance. With the as-
sistance of firefighters, the 
bulbs were removed and 
converters were installed to 
accommodate canisters with 
oil and wicks to light the me-
norah with a torch, which 
acted as a shamash (central 
candle).

    “How ironic it is to car-
ry a torch on a fire truck,” 
Hecht said. “Fire trucks, un-
fortunately, have to take out 
negative fires, but tonight 
we will do something unique 
that is not usually done with 
a fire truck. We will be light-
ing the Hanukkah and Jew-
ish f lame of Torah, mitz-

vahs, faith, and the unity of 
the Jewish nation.” 

   Moments prior to the 
lighting, he also said, “To-
night we celebrate a single 
cruse of oil in a temple that 
miraculously was burning 
for eight days 2,000 years 
ago. We celebrate the com-
mitment and sacrifice; the 
light of Jewish people that 
has been passed from gener-
ation to generation, and it is 
with this light that we kindle 
the Hanukkah menorah. Let 
us light up the world with 
our good deeds and love for 
one another.”

    Hanukkah blessings 
were sung in unison. That 
was followed by a count-
down to the “Hanukkah 
gelt” coin drop from the fire 
truck’s arm, with the words 
“Let’s welcome 2017, a little 
bit early.” Hecht explained 
its significance. “The Reb-
bes of Chabad had a custom 
on every night of Hanukkah 
to give out gifts of coins, but 
we’re doing it our way with 
chocolate coins.” 

 Saying the park had 
waited for 5,777 years for 
this event, Hecht said, “this 
is the first time ever that a 
Chabad menorah lighting 
happened in this park with a 
fire truck and a coin drop.”   

    The distribution of 
hundreds of jelly donuts and 
custard-filled chocolate do-
nuts contributed to a sweet 
holiday tradition. Then the 
crowd enjoyed the talents 
of ventriloquist Yisroel Sil-
verstein, where the story of 
Hanukkah was portrayed in 
a few scenes, and an inflat-
able dreidel character spun 
around, which was one of 
the creative methods to help 
recall traditions. 

   “With the new 6-foot 
scaffold, the menorah ris-
es to 18 feet representing 
“Chai,” symbolizing life in 
Judaism, the rabbi said.

    The menorah was spon-
sored last year by the Fis-
chman family and Friends 
of Chabad of Forest Hills 
North, and this year, mem-
ber Mark Weissman spon-

sored its new height. The 
event was also made pos-
sible by the FDNY including 
Chief James, NYPD, Parks 
Department, and Century 21 
Department Store. 

“This event was accom-
plished through months of 
planning, miracles and the 
divine, and my vision is 
to continue to spread light 
throughout Forest Hills,” 
Hecht said.

    Attendees expressed 
much gratitude. Alan Lattke 
explained, “I have been priv-
ileged to celebrate Hanuk-
kah in the U.S., Venezuela, 
and Canada. Forest Hills’ 
celebration moves me be-
cause this community wel-
comed our family quickly 
after we moved here. Seeing 
people from all walks of life 
taking part in the festivities 
really warms your heart, 
and having NYPD and FDNY 
support us is priceless.” 

Michael Perlman
Forest Hills 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Milestone for non-smokers at North Shore Towers
New Year’s Day started 

off with a great celebration 
for the residents of North 
Shore Towers, the 1,844 
apartment co-op in Floral 
Park, Queens, as it became 
the largest smoke-free pri-
vate residential building 
in New York (another No. 1 
ranking for Queens County) 
as well as the United States.

Accolades must be extend-
ed to the board of directors 
of NST for their decision to 
move forward with their pro-
gressive business decision 
and plan. They recruited the 
assistance of a multitude of 
dedicated individuals from 

both within and outside the 
co-op to educate, communi-
cate and advocate to their 
shareholders the benefits of 
a smoke-free apartment pol-
icy. That was a crucial step 
to motivate the sharehold-
ers to approve the proposed 
amendment to their by-laws 
and proprietary lease. The 
result of their efforts was 
an overwhelming vote to ap-
prove the change.

North Shore Towers is 
not the first market rate (or 
city-subsidized) residential 
building to implement a 
smoke-free apartment poli-
cy. There are a growing num-
ber of co-ops, condos and 

rental buildings throughout 
Queens and other boroughs. 
But with this addition to the 
smoke-free column, I hope 
it will be a catalyst to oth-
ers living in apartments to 
clear the shared air in their 
homes as well.

It should also signal to 
landlords, property manag-
ers and developers that it 
is now OK to transition to 
smoke-free premises. You 
will not be on the frontier 
anymore. In California, 25 
cities and/or counties have 
enacted laws prohibiting 
smoking in private residen-
tial units. Just ask Related 
Companies and Dunn Devel-

opment, which have been in 
the forefront of building and 
managing smoke-free resi-
dential buildings. If you ask 
them they will tell you that:

1.      A smoke-free pol-
icy is a free amenity with 
no cost to the owner and it 
makes better business sense 
than a building that allows 
smoking;

2.      The fire and prop-
erty damage risk is appre-
ciably reduced by operating 
a smoke-free residential 
building

3.      For apartment rent-
als, the cleaning costs are 
significantly higher for 
turning over an apartment 

after a smoker moved out 
than a non-smoking tenant.

In addition, although 
some maintain the belief that 
transitioning to a smoke-
free premises would create a 
legal liability for them or be 
a violation of someone’s civil 
rights, the truth is smokers 
are not a protected class and 
by allowing a smoking policy 
to exist, the landlord is more 
susceptible to legal liability 
of violating a residents war-
ranty of habitability.

Phil Konigsberg
Bay Terrace
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Science fiction: Research 
shows ‘research’ just grab-
bing headlines

Oh to be a scientist 50 or 
60 years ago, warning people 
about the stuff they really 
needed to know: Stop smok-
ing! Don’t take thalidomide 
if you’re pregnant! For God’s 
sake, ditch the Corvair un-
less you want to get impaled 
on your gear shift!

Your findings would make 
headlines and the people 
reading about them would 
end up safer and healthier. 
Score. 

But today, the safest time 
in human history, a time in 
which Americans are liv-
ing a full six years longer 
than even in 1990, you can’t 
turn on your media device 
without hearing about an-
other new thing you suppos-
edly must stop doing, eating, 
touching, breathing immedi-
ately — or else. Coffee! Lack 
of coffee! Plastic bottles, cell 
phones, genetically modi-

fied organisms. Non-organic 
cantaloupe! My gosh, the En-
vironmental Working Group 
can’t stop warning us about 
lipstick: “Millions of women 
get a little bit of toxic lead on 
their lips each day with ev-
ery swipe of their lipstick,” 
a press release says. 

OK, that sounds scary, 
but are they dropping dead? 
See earlier paragraph: We 
are living longer than ever 
today, and that doesn’t seem 
to be because women have 
stopped wearing lipstick.

It is precisely that discon-
nect that drove Dr. Geoffrey 
Kabat to write his new book, 
“Getting Risk Right: Under-
standing the Science of Elu-
sive Health Risks.” Kabat is 
a cancer epidemiologist at 
the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in the Bronx. He 
has published 140 scientific 
papers on the factors that 
play a role in causing cancer 
and other diseases. And he 
is sick of watching the rest of 
us wake up and get warned 
that if we do X (it’s always 
changing), we will regret it 
till the day we die.

Which will be next Thurs-
day.

“You need to make dis-
tinctions,” the doctor told 
me in a phone interview. 
There’s a difference between 

large-scale, long term, repli-
cated studies and the f ly-by-
night “breakthroughs” that 
the media loves to report on.

Kabat is quick to remind 
us of the big, proven health 
risks we can actually get a 
handle on: Don’t overdrink. 
Quit smoking. Lose weight 
and get some exercise. Go for 
effective screenings, have 
your kids vaccinated, and if 
somehow you can avoid pov-
erty and depression, more 
power to you: Those are real 
risks, too.

And yet, that “boring” 
list takes a back seat to the 
danger du jour: Drinking 
hot tea or using nail polish. 
What gives?

“There is a crisis in the 
field of biomedicine,” he 
writes, the crisis of “hyper-
competitiveness.”

We civilians tend to 
think of researchers sitting 
in their labs, conducting ex-
periments with only human-
ity’s welfare in mind. But 
the truth is scientists also 
have to make a living. That 
means, “they may feel the 
need to overstate the impor-
tance of their work in order 
to attract attention and ob-
tain funding,” Kabat writes. 
And increasingly, they are 
publishing results that can-
not be replicated, either be-

cause the studies they did 
were too small to really mea-
sure a phenomenon or were 
simply shoddy. 

What’s more, there is a 
herd mentality in science 
as in any field. So if some 
research area becomes a hot 
topic, many scientists will 
pile on, in part because that 
is where the money is, and 
in part because if your find-
ings go against the grain, 
you will be on the outs. Re-
member all the research in 
the ’90s showing that a low-
fat diet is good for you?

But it’s not if you substi-
tute sugar for fat, as many 
food companies proceeded 
to do. 

“The large-scale and dra-
matic change — sometimes 
referred to as the SnackWell 
phenomenon — has been 
credited with making a sub-
stantial contribution to in-
creasing rates of obesity,” 
says Kabat.

Another problem plagu-
ing modern science — or 
those of us trying to make 
sense of it — is the fact that 
with ever more sensitive 
instruments, scientists can 
measure ever smaller stuff. 
So when, for instance, we 
hear that there are trace 
elements of a toxin in our 
blood, we tend to think, 

‘Yikes!” Not, “I wonder how 
important one drop in a tril-
lion is?” (Answer: It isn’t. 
It’s like one drop of poison in 
20 Olympic pools).

The result of a f lood of 
studies, shoddy research, 
scientific groupthink and 
the media’s mania for scar-
ing us means that “a high 
percentage of [Americans] 
worry about risks for which 
there is little persuasive 
support,” Kabat writes. “The 
latter include pesticide resi-
dues on produce, food addi-
tives, genetically modified 
foods, stress and hormones 
in beef.”

Holy modified mangoes! 
Those aren’t about to kill 
us?

See above again: Longest 
lifespans in history.

So how can we know what 
headlines to trust and which 
to ignore? Here is Kabat’s 
rule of thumb, one that I am 
going to adopt: “The more 
dramatic the result, the less 
likely it is to be true.”

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 

Scared to death by science yet living longer
COLUMNS

The New York State Con-
servative Party, at its state 
committee meeting earlier 
this year, endorsed Donald 
Trump for president.

Mike Long, the state 
chairman of the Conserva-
tive Party, felt that there 
were two issues that domi-
nated the campaign. These 
were the national economy 
and illegal immigration.

In terms of the economy, 

Long believes Trump will 
give important direction to 
increasing jobs for Ameri-
cans, which will boost our 
prosperity. Long thinks that 
improving the economy will 
help make America great. 
He believes that economic 
growth, by improving the job 
structure, will strongly ben-
efit the United States.

Long thinks Trump will 
grow in political importance 
and expects the Conserva-
tive Party to support the ad-
ministration and work with 
President Trump. It is a time 
when we have an opportuni-
ty to improve our country’s 
economy. 

Earlier in 2016 Trump 
helped rally people to the 
conservative cause. His ac-

tions gave a political base on 
which to operate for future 
political gains.

Long, in his many years 
as state chairman, has sup-
ported many winning can-
didates. This time he has 
backed a major presidential 
candidate who has been vic-
torious. 

He indicated that an im-
portant factor in gaining 
a majority of voters were 
the rallies that dominated 
Trump’s campaign appear-
ances. It gave voters a chance 
to attend the rallies and 
participate in a growing 
movement. The 2016 election 
brought out an unusual num-
ber of people who participat-
ed in the political presiden-
tial campaign. 

I have never seen a cam-
paign season like this where 
people took the election pro-
cess as seriously as they did. 
It is hard to find a campaign 
in which citizens contributed 
so much in time and resourc-
es.

It will be interesting to 
see what the future holds po-
litically. Questions arise as 
to whether it is possible to 
continue this type of politi-
cal success. It has helped cre-
ate a growing conservative 
movement.

In the final analysis, if 
there is success in bring-
ing us a winning economy, 
Trump’s public political 
strength will increase im-
measurably. We have never 
had a president with the type 

of business background that 
Trump holds.

Blue collar workers have 
been mainly supporting the 
Democratic Party since the 
1930s. This year, however, 
they have overwhelmingly 
joined the Trump conser-
vative movement. The next 
four years will tell the story 
of how the new movement 
turns out. We will find out if 
it is the political success that 
a significant amount of peo-
ple believe in. We have seen a 
political group take over the 
U.S. government with many 
promises that could lead to 
success. We wish that that 
can be true.

Let us hope that we will 
have a peaceful transition as 
we move forward.

Conservative Party expects great things from Trump

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis
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New York City and Queens 
voted overwhelmingly for Hil-
lary Clinton to carry on the 
legacy of President Obama.  
For Obama supporters, her 
loss was catastrophic, and 
for Trump supporters it was 
auspicious.  For me, it is more 
about the departure of a lec-
turer-in-chief who has spent 
eight years of endlessly lectur-
ing us on topics of race, gender 
identity, guns, Israel and radi-
cal extremism, just to name a 
few. Thankfully, this will soon 
come to an end.

Early in the Obama admin-
istration it became evident 
to me the derision directed 
towards average Americans 
living outside the DC bubble 
when the president lectured to 
us that people in small towns 

“get bitter and cling to their 
guns or religion.”   Even for 
those like me who never held 
a gun or are not particularly 
religious, it was obvious that 
this viewpoint showed real 
contempt for folks living out-
side the beltway.  I guess the 
omnipresent rhetoric of in-
clusion simply didn’t include 
these folks.

I especially will not miss 
the White House lectures 
about America’s troubled past.  
Those lessons were taught well 
and with appropriate context 
in high school and college.  Nor 
do we need to be scolded like 
naughty schoolchildren that 
“we all harbor implicit racial 
bias.” The lecturing continued 
unabated, speech after speech.  
Most recently, Secretary of 
State John Kerry speaking for 
the administration lectured us 
in a rambling speech of more 
than an hour that Israeli settle-
ments are the real impediment 
to peace in the Middle East — 
not the single-minded desire 
of their neighbors to eradicate 
the sovereign country of Israel 

from the face of the earth.
Thankfully, the lecturing 

and infantilizing of adults by 
the White House administra-
tion will end on Jan. 20.  But 
the epidemic of infantilizing 
the population did not start 
with Mr. Obama and remains 
alive and well here in NYC. 

In the wake of the Novem-
ber presidential election, the 
de Blasio administration Dec. 1 
sent an email to city workers of-
fering mental health resources 
for those “feeling distressed or 
vulnerable following the elec-
tion results.” The concept that 
adults are incapable of func-
tioning in the wake of their pre-
sumed candidate losing an elec-
tion is preposterous and not a 
“mental health” problem that 
should burden New York tax-
payers. The contempt shown for 
these employees by suggesting 
they’re cognitively impaired 
and incapable of dealing with 
the results of an election not go-
ing their way is stunning.

This paternalism simply did 
not exist when Republicans lost 
in the prior two presidential 

elections or when Democrats 
lost in the two prior to that.  
Half of the United States popu-
lation has been dealing with 
their candidate losing -- with-
out having to seek medical care 
-- for more than two centuries.

President-Elect Trump, who 
has never been a politician, 
speaks to voters very differ-
ently — something many folks, 
including the mainstream 
media, may be having a hard 
time adjusting to.  The voters 
who propelled him into office 
and moved the Rust Belt from 
blue to red understand that 
Trump does not speak like a 
politician whose every phrase 
is contrived and poll-tested. 
Rather, he speaks like most of 
us, in a clear vernacular with 
a bit of New York hubris, that 
we’re simply not used to hear-
ing from a politician.

Let me give you an example.  
As a civic leader, I may com-
ment about a new McMansion 
being built and say, “This is the 
biggest house in the neighbor-
hood.”  That doesn’t mean that 
I have measured every single 

house in order to state with 
mathematical certainty that it 
is the biggest house.  What is 
meant and what is understood 
is that this is a very big house 
that is out of character with the 
neighborhood.  This is how peo-
ple speak and understand each 
other unless they have spent a 
lifetime in politics. 

We have been subjected to 
this relentless lecturing for 
many years which reached im-
perious heights with President 
Obama. It is all about to change 
drastically with a president 
who speaks or tweets to the 
electorate as adults, as equals 
rather than citizens in need of 
transformation into someone 
else’s idea of a “better” person.   
These competing visions of 
leadership and communication 
will completely change on Jan. 
20.  Listen closely and draw 
your own conclusions.

Bob Friedrich is President 
of Glen Oaks Village, a civic 

leader and former candidate 
for the NYC Council

Obama: mixed marks but A for civility
COLUMNS

In high school I excelled in 
humanities subjects like Eng-
lish and history, but found math 
and science much more diffi-
cult.

I suspect President Obama 
was generally one of those hu-
manities people, too. In the 
same vein, he has been a presi-
dent with relative strengths and 
weaknesses — strong on domes-
tic social and economic issues 
but lackluster in the foreign 
policy department.

After eight years of no scan-
dal or major screwups (“No 
drama Obama” was a campaign 
mantra), he passes the torch 
soon to his antithesis — the 24-7 
drama queen who is likely to 
undo much of Obama’s legacy.

Nonetheless, herewith is the 
final report card of President 

Barack Obama, a good man who 
indisputably restored intelli-
gence and integrity to the White 
House.

The Economy: A-minus
Let’s rewind the tape to Sep-

tember 2008, just two months be-
fore Obama was elected: the U.S. 
economy was on the precipice of 
an epic meltdown.

Obama stepped into a tor-
nado and calmly and confi-
dently brought order. Through 
bailouts, stimulus spending and 
a rescue of the failing auto in-
dustry, Obama set the economy 
back on the right course. Since 
then a steadily improving job 
market with little inflation and 
historic low gas prices has al-
lowed the United States to be 
the only developed economy to 
buffet the tempestuous global 
headwinds.

Social progress and civil rights: 
A-minus

Once again, the stellar stu-
dent turned in an incredibly 
impressive performance. He 
was a little late to the party on 
gay marriage, but thanks to his 
VP buddy Joe Biden, the presi-

dent finally did the right thing. 
He pursued progressive policies 
on family leave, overtime rules, 
the minimum wage and other 
socially responsible items and 
was largely successful. His sig-
nature social policy, Obamac-
are, was a good idea that wasn’t 
executed flawlessly and is now 
exposed to GOP repeal.

Foreign Policy: C-minus
This was the president’s 

toughest subject and his record 
is mixed, at best. On the posi-
tive side of the ledger, he did not 
plunge our country into reck-
less adventures overseas like 
his witless predecessor, and he 
largely wound down the inter-
minable wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. And he impressively 
took down Osama bin Laden. 
But during his tenure, Russia 
once again became ascendant 
and is now punching way above 
its weight category. Obama did 
little to check Putin’s rise and 
his last-minute sanctions are 
a case of way too little, way too 
late. The president took a firm 
position with Iran, perhaps the 
most evil country on the planet, 

and snatched defeat from the 
jaws of victory. In his zeal to 
negotiate a treaty before his ten-
ure ended, Obama prematurely 
lifted economic sanctions that 
had just begun to cripple Iran 
and allowed leaders there to 
use that money to sow more 
chaos in Syria. Like so many 
presidents before him, the Mid-
dle East proved bedeviling to 
Obama, and in his final days he 
took a bold step and attempted 
to apply pressure on Israel to 
stop allowing new settlements 
in the West Bank. This was an-
other misguided. last ditch ef-
fort that reeked of desperation. 
One wishes the president would 
have shown as much foreign 
policy backbone in his whole 
tenure that he tried to show in 
his last month in office.

Democratic Party Building: F
The president leaves behind 

a decimated Democratic Party 
and as the leader of the donkeys 
for eight years, all blame stops 
at his doorstep. Entrusting his 
legacy to a flawed candidate like 
Hillary Clinton was a huge mis-
take in hindsight. Letting Rahm 

Emanuel go to Chicago to ruin 
his political career proved ca-
lamitous on other fronts: since 
Rahm left his post as Obama’s 
chief of staff the Dems have been 
on a precipitous decline in win-
ning legislative seats. And don’t 
look now, but less than one-third 
of the country’s state houses are 
led by Democrats. A political 
bloodbath of epic proportions.

In conclusion, President 
Obama’s Report Card, while 
a mixed one, does not give the 
president and his family their 
due in improving America’s 
standing both domestically and 
internationally — after eight 
years of civility and ethical 
behavior, we are going to miss 
their class and dignity.

Buckle your seat belts, here 
comes the incoming class of 
freshman and a new leader who 
will surely need to be graded 
very frequently.

Let’s hope he is a fast learn-
er.

Tom Allon is president of City 
& State, NY, and a former 

candidate for mayor of New 
York City. 

A happy farewell to nation’s lecturer-in chief

Tom Allon
■
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Bob 
Friedrich
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Winter Wonderland Event at 
NYC Health + Hospitals Brings Joy to

 Pediatric Patients
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst recently held its second annu-

al “Winter Wonderland Toy Giveaway and Healthy Holiday Fair.” The 
hospital’s Department of Social Work and Child Life Program  host the 
event for local parents and families who may need extra help provid-
ing gifts for their children around the holidays. Parents chose from 
a variety of generously donated toys, and had them gift-wrapped by 
hospital staff and volunteers. This year the toy giveaway provided free 
gifts for more than 150 children. Elmhurst pediatricians and nutrition-
ists were joined by representatives from FDNY and the Department 
of Transportation to offer parents information for a safe and healthy 
holiday season. Toys were generously donated by local businesses, 
nonprofi ts, and community groups.

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Child Life Specialists, physicians, 
nutritionists, volunteers, and other staff gather to organize activities for the 
facility’s annual “Winter Wonderland” toy donation event for pediatric patients.

A parent of an Elmhurst pediatric patient receives children’s gifts for the holidays.

Pediatric patients and their parents had the chance to select free gifts from toys 
donated to the hospital

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Thomas Prendergast, chairman of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
since 2013 who presided at the opening 
of the Second Avenue subway in recent 
days, has confirmed his intent to resign 
within weeks as head of the sprawling 
transit system.

 “Opening the Second Avenue subway 
this weekend was a crowning achieve-
ment for the MTA and I am proud to have 
been  part of such a historic moment,” 
Pendergast said in in a statement re-
leased through Gov. Cuomo;s office.

The governor, who heavily promoted 
completion of the long delayed Second 
Avenue project, said Prendergast  “will 
be remembered for improving the com-
mute, and the lives, of millions of New 
Yorkers who depend on our mass transit 
system. 

 Prendergast, a native  of Chicago, 
spent more than 25 years with the MTA, 
where he was president of New York City 
Transit overseeing the subways and bus-

es and later the head of the Long Island 
Rail Road.

He took over the the MTA when Jo-
seph Lhota resigned as head of the MTA 
to enter politics as the Republican candi-
date for mayor in 2012. CHECK

Pendergast pushed hard to obtain 
$29 billion in capital funds to expand the 
city’s transit system.  He has also won 
kudos for bringing the damaged system 
back into operation after Hurricane San-
dy flooded the East Side tunnels, took the 
A train out of service to the Rockaways 
and shut down subway stations in Lower 
Manhattan.

 But his most visible and widely cel-
ebrated achievement was the opening of 
the Second Avenue subway after nearly 
100 years on various drawing boards un-
der many administrations.

The on-time completion of the Second 
Avenue Subway would have been impos-
sible without Tom’d leadership and re-
lentless commitment to meeting the goal 
and is an incredible way to end his long 
and successful career,” Cuomo said. 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

For the first time in the history of the 
Straphangers campaign, it’s a three-way 
tie for the best subway in the New York 
City transit system,

  The transit advocacy group’s State of 
the Subways report card said the No. 1, 
No. 7 and L trains had a MetroCard rat-
ing of $2.05.  The No.1 was less crowded 
and cleaner than average, the No. 7 had 
less frequent breakdowns and cleaner 
interiors and the L provided the most  ac-
curate and nearly perfect car announce-
ments.

  The survey covered six different per-
formance measures tracked in all or the 
last half of 2016.

The No. 5 and the A lines tied as worst 
performers in the subway system with a 
MetroCard rating of only $1.50 each re-
flecting their irregular service.

 The  No. 5 was the second most 
crowded in the city’s subway system.  
The A had less frequent midday service 
than the average subway line and had 
breakdowns at an above-average rate.

  The Straphangers said its  survey 
indicated what riders want:

 “They want short waits, trains that 
arrive regularly, a clean car and under-
standable announcements that tell them 
what they need to know,” the report 
said.

Some disparities among subway train 

performance::
 Breakdowns: The Q had the best re-

cord on delays caused by mechanical 
breakdowns, but was found to be the 
dirtiest line. The 7 line had 99 percent of 
its cars ranked as clean. 

 Degree of crowding: The No. 4 was 
the  worst at 112 percent in crowding dur-
ing peak morning rush house. The R was 
least crowded at 72 percent.

 Scheduled Service:
 The Nos. 6 and 7 provide the most 

scheduled service with average waits of 
2-1/2 minute intervals in-between while 
the C provided waits averaging nine 
minutes plus.

 The G had the best record for regular 
service, while the most irregular perfor-
mance was turned in by the No. 5.

Straphangers Campaign
ranks 7 one of city’s best

MTA Chairman Prendergast
ready to retire in early 2017

The No. 7 train is voted by riders as one of 
the best lines in the city. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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January 2017
Emma Meade
The Mary Louis Academy
Jamaica Estates, Queens

We commence our 2017 Student of Distinc-
tion year by highlighting the successes of Emma 
Meade, who is both a scholar and a varsity/junior 
varsity athlete. Our honoree is ranked #4 within 
the academically-challenging environment that is 
the standard at The Mary Louis Academy. Emma is 
an active member of the National Honor Society 
and was inducted into the Language Other Than 
English Honor Society. Due to her academic prow-
ess, she was selected to attend TMLA on a partial 
scholarship, which is awarded on the basis of a 
competitive diocesan entrance examination.

Confi dence the endowment would be well-used 
and well-deserved have proven to be accurate. 
During her attendance at TMLA, Emma has 
enrolled in eight Advanced Placement courses. 
The AP work completed thus far comprises World 
History I and II, History, and Physics. Currently, in 
her senior year, Emma is enrolled in AP Chemistry, 
AP Calculus, AP Statistics and AP English. Special 
mention, however, must be given to the grades 
she has earned for the AP coursework completed: 
96, AP History; 95, AP Physics; and 95, AP World 
History II.

High grades in AP courses are rewarded with 
college credits. The enviable GPA also propels stu-
dents onto the Principal’s List. Emma has sustained 
membership on the Principal’s List each semester 
while at TMLA.

Her achievement in a wide variety of subjects 
comes as no surprise to English teacher Joseph 
Brennan. Brennan enthuses, “Emma is consistently 
well prepared for class. She possesses a fi erce, 
probing intelligence, and a delightfully unique point 
of view. She is always attentive, well-mannered, 
and willing to learn new things. She performed so 
well in my class that I recommended her for Senior 

Year AP English, where she continues to thrive.” 
Religious Studies teacher Michael McCarthy 

agrees with Brennan’s assessment of this star 
student and states, “Emma exhibits a strong interest 
and enthusiastic presence. She engages fully in 
class activities and discussions and is thoughtful, 
self-assured and a hard-working young woman 
who possesses a positive temperament. Emma is 
viewed by her peers as a leader.”

Leadership is a characteristic that propels one to 
strive ever harder. According to Maria Venturino, 
School Counselor, Emma possesses leadership 
qualities also due to her athletic capabilities. 
“Emma is an avid sport player. She is a member 
of Varsity Swimming and Varsity Softball, as well 
as a member of the Junior Varsity Basketball Team. 
Dedication to swimming is evidenced by her taking 
time to volunteer as a swimming coach for Rock-
away Beach CYO,” explains Ms. Venturino.

Swimming is something to which Emma is dedi-

cated. She has participated in swimming – and 
softball – since sixth grade. Each year, she bolsters 
her talent in these two sports through eight hours or 
more of weekly practice. In other words, Emma has 
dedicated hundreds of hours in the pool and on 
the playing fi eld. She also worked as a lifeguard at 
Rockaway Beach during the summer. 

 Structured time in the pool has been rewarded 
by membership on the Catholic High School 
Athletic Association’s State Swim Team for the past 
three years. She qualifi ed for placement for the 
State meet in relays. The team went on to place 
fi fth in State overall. 

Another extracurricular activity Emma actively 
engages in is the Irish Club, for which she has 
served as Treasurer. The club’s members are in-
spired by an understanding of Irish history, culture, 
and traditions. At each meeting, members share 
their roots through step dancing, music, literature, 
and experiences of visiting the Emerald Isle.

Discussing Emma’s achievements with Ms. Ven-
turino elicited the following affi rmation of excellent 
character, “Smart, decisive and mature are the fi rst 
words that come to mind when describing senior 
Emma Meade.  She is an avid swimmer but loves 
all kinds of sports, specifi cally beach volleyball and 
surfi ng. She also fi nds the time to give back and 
volunteers at several swimming clubs including the 
CYO swim team.  Emma and her family were af-
fected fi rst hand by Hurricane Sandy several years 
back. That experience has taught her to not take 
things for granted and to keep things balanced, 
enjoying time with family and friends, while also 
focusing on academics.”

Moving forward Emma wishes to pursue study-
ing Mechanical Engineering at one of the following 
top tier schools: New York’s Cornell University or 
S.U.N.Y. Binghamton; Quinnipiac, which is located 
in Connecticut; or Loyola University Maryland.  
We are certain she will swim to the highest echelon 
at any university fortunate enough to enroll her!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Emma Meade
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Do you suffer with back pain or leg pain when you stand 
or walk? Do you have pain when you sit for long periods or 
drive? Do you experience pain, numbness or tingling into 
your butt, groin or down your leg? Does your back ever “go 
out” if you move the wrong way? Are you afraid your pain 
will get worse if you don’t do anything about it? If you have 
answered YES to any of the above questions (or have a 
stubborn spouse who is in denial) – the Lower Back and 
Sciatica Workshop may be a life changing event for you…

“Before coming to The Physical Therapy Doctor, I was unable to walk without 
wincing and crying. My back hurt so much that all I could do was lay on my 
couch. After two weeks of attending therapy, I feel like my old  self. I am able to 
walk, do simple exercises and simply be happy again.” –Teresa T.

Hello, Back pain and sciatica can completely ruin your life…I’ve seen it many times.
√  It can make you lean on the shopping cart when walking through the 

grocery store (how embarrassing)…
√  It can take your focus away on enjoying your life…like spending time 

with your children or grandchildren…
√  It can mess up your work or force you to do a job you don’t want to 

do…
√  It can ruin your travel plans…
√  And it can take away your ability to live life…having to rely on 

others… or to wait for you to sit down for a minute. 

And less movement and enjoying of life can lead to depression, 
increased stress and a sedentary lifestyle (mostly sitting…not 
moving much), which leads to bigger health problems…and 
life problems. Here at The Physical Therapy Doctor, we’ve 
helped 100’s of people from right here in Bayside…and the 
rest of Queens County…who have suffered needlessly with 
lower back pain and sciatica…it’s our specialty. 

So by request, I’m hosting a Sciatica and Lower Back 
Pain Workshop here at The Physical Therapy Doctor, 
January 21 at 1pm. We are located in the beautiful Bay 
Terrace Shopping Center at 212-73 26th Ave, Bayside.

If you’re confused about what to do and looking for answers, 
here’s some of what you’ll learn:

√  The Single Biggest #1 Mistake back pain and sciatica sufferers make 
which actually stops them from healing…

√  The 3 Most Common Causes of Lower Back Pain and Sciatica…
√  A Sure-Fire Way to Pick the Right Treatment for the Cause of Your 

Pain (and save you a ton of time and money)
√  How a problem in your back can cause pain, numbness or tingling in 

your leg…
√  What successful treatment and permanent relief looks like without 

the side effects of medications, injections or surgery.

How Do I Register for the Lower Back Pain and Sciatica Workshop?
Call our office to register at 718-747-2019.
When you register, we will mail you The Lower Back Pain and Sciatica Worksheet, which 
you will bring with you to the event. We only have 20 seats available for the event…
and this will be going out in Queens Newspapers and postcards to 5,000 people.

So if you would like to attend,  
be sure to register now… Call 718-747-2019.

How Much Is It to Attend? ITS FREE!
As a Special Bonus…the first 10 people to call and register for the  
event will receive a copy of our sponsored book, “Pain Free Motion.”

All 20 attendees for the Sciatica and Lower Back Pain Workshop will receive  
a Special Report: “The Top 10 Burning Questions for Sciatica.”

Looking forward to seeing you there, Dr. Robert Morea - PT
Owner of The Physical Therapy Doctor in Bayside, Queens

PS – The first 10 People to call  
and register at 718-747-2019  

will receive our  
sponsored book called  

“Pain Free Motion”

ATTENTION BACK PAIN AND SCIATICA SUFFERERS! BACK BY REQUEST…
Back Pain and Sciatica Workshop Reveals How to 
Naturally Heal Back Pain and Sciatica For Good.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Guyanese man was shot and 
killed while visiting New York for 
his grandmother’s funeral when he 
and his brother were robbed early 
Monday morning in Richmond Hill, 
police said.

It was the first homicide of the 
year in the city.

At 3:25 a.m. police arrived outside 
104-32 124th St. where they found 
31-year-old Ricky Kalisaran with 
a gunshot wound in the chest and 
his brother Sunny, 24, with a gun-
shot wound to his back. The broth-
ers were taken to Jamaica Hospital, 
where the older Kalisaran was pro-
nounced dead and his brother Sunny 
was   in stable condition, police said. 

According to police, the brothers 
were walking toward heir car after 
leavingThe Underground Lounge, a 
bar one block away on 123rd Street 
near Liberty Avenue when they were 
approached by a male who attempt-
ed to rob them. Sunny was report-
edly wearing a f lashy gold chain at 
the time. The brothers resisted and 
the suspect shot both of them after a 
struggle for the gun, police said. 

The suspect f led in a dark-col-
ored, two-door sedan, possibly a 
Mercedes Benz, police said.

There have been no arrests and 
the investigation was ongoing, po-
lice said. 

Their mother, Anita Kalisaran, 
was in tears as she talked to report-
ers in her Cypress Hills home. 

“They killed my son!” she told the 
New York Post “Last night, he asked 
me if he could go out and I said, ‘Yes, 
go’. Then they shoot him. He was the 
best son. My son wanted to buy me 
a house.”

A co-worker told the New York 
Post that he thinks Sunny’s gold 
chain may have prompted the rob-
bery. 

“Even at work, we tell him, ‘You 
can’t dress like that.’ He’s said he’s 
gotten in fights over his chains be-
fore,’’ the co-worker told the paper. 

“The killer must suffer like my 
sons suffer,” Kalisaran’s mother 
said. “My son worked very hard. He 
fought to protect his brother. They 
killed him for what? A gold chain?”

Family members were gathered 
in the Cypress Hills home Tuesday, 
preparing to attend the grandmoth-
er’s wake, which was the reason for 
Ricky’s visit to New York. A $1,000 
reward has been posted by commu-
nity members for information lead-
ing to an arrest. 

State Sen. James Sanders (D-
South Ozone Park) was planning on 
holding a candlelight vigil Friday at 

6 p.m. at the scene of the shooting. 
“I stand with the victim’s family, 

the Guyanese community and all 
people of good will to condemn this 
senseless act of violence that ended 
in the death of Ricky Kalisaran and 
injured his brother,” Sanders said. 
“The start of a new year is supposed 
to be filled with joy and hope, but in-
stead we have a time of tragedy and 
loss. I call upon the perpetrator of 
this heinous crime to turn himself 
in. You will not find refuge in this 
community. We will not put up with 
this kind of madness. You will be 
caught, and you will be brought to 
justice.”

Community Board 9 board mem-
ber Richard David said he was sad 
to see another life lost senselessly to 
gun violence.  

“Ricky was just a tourist visiting 
our great city, enjoying Little Guy-
ana,” he said. “Our national epidem-
ic of gun violence is too real in South 
Queens. It’s actually quite shocking 
and it proves yet again that we have 
tremendous work to do stamping out 
this thug life. How many more young 
men will we lose? My condolences to 
his family and I join others in pray-
ing for his brother’s full recovery. I 
hope we find the culprits and they 
face justice for this crime.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Rich Hill gunman  
killed older brother

Ricky Kalisaran, 31, was shot and killed in a 
robbery gone wrong during the early hours 
of Jan. 2, the first homicide of the year in 
Queens.   Ellis Kaplan
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Yannis Furs
www.yannisfurs.com

Finest Selection of

SHEARED FURS
SPANISH MERINO SHEARLINGS

AND OUTERWEAR AT
THE LOWEST PRICES

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage on Premises

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER
Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-4

Christ the King Donates in the Season of Giving  
Hosts Toy Drive and Semi Annual Blood Drive

Christ the King Campus hosted its Annual Toy Drive 
and Semi Annual Blood Drive to benefit those who are 
in need.

The Campus’s Toy Drive will provide a Merry Christ-
mas for the children at Cohen’s Hospital, (formerly 
Schneider’s Children Hospital) at LIJ. Children with 
cancer will receive toys donated by the CK Campus.

Christ the King Community also hosted its Semi-
Annual Blood Drive in conjunction with the New York 
Blood Center at Christ the King High School. Eligible 
seniors took time from their schedules to give the gift 
of life by donating their blood, as the New York Blood 
Center is always in need of blood. Over 100 pints of 
blood were donated.

Everyone on the CK Campus was happy to help 
with the Blood Drive and the Toy Drive.

Both events were a huge success and brought much 
joy to not only the CK Community, but to the many lives 
that will be saved through the blood donations, as well 
as the smiles and joy of children with cancer.

“We at Christ the King High School are proud of the students that came out to donate blood and 
donate toys to children with cancer,” said Principal Peter Mannarino.  “Christ the King has always 
strived to instill a strong sense of moral values and civic mindedness in our students and we are 
pleased that they are setting an example for others.”

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

718-263-0136
Learn more at 

www.drhleap.com

Carlos Hleap, M.D.
OBGYN - FACOG 

Announcing

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

110-34 70TH ROAD

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

Servicing the community for over 20 YEARS!

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Staten Island man was indicted 
for allegedly burglarizing six locations 
throughout Queens, stealing significant 
amounts of cash, lottery tickets and ciga-
rettes, Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

“The defendant is accused of brazenly 
burglarizing various businesses by liter-
ally breaking into the buildings - creat-
ing holes in rooftops and/or walls to get 
inside,” Brown said. “The commercial 
locations - grocery stores and bodegas 
in various Queens neighborhoods - alleg-
edly had more than $40,000 in cash and 
merchandise stolen.”

Hector Rodriguez, 38, of New Brigh-
ton in Staten Island was arraigned Dec. 
27 on counts of burglary, grand and 
petit larceny, criminal mischief and at-
tempted burglary, the DA said. Brown 
said Rodriguez is charged with breaking 

into six different commercial locations 
between Oct. 8, 2015 and Sept. 15, 2016, all 
within Queens. Rodriguez allegedly cut 
holes through the roofs of the establish-
ments or broke a hole into the back walls 
of the building.

The establishments were located 
in Queens Village, Woodside, Jackson 
Heights, North Corona and Jamaica. 
Brown said Rodriguez was seen on video 
surveillance at the break-ins wearing a 
hooded sweatshirt and sneakers while 
carrying a crowbar and a flashlight. 

Rodriguez was arraigned before Act-
ing Queens Supreme Court Justice Toko 
Serita with bail set at $100,000.  He was 
ordered to appear in court March 8. Ro-
driguez faces up to seven years in prison 
if he is convicted.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Forest Hills stable has been ac-
quired by a non-profit that will offer 
therapeutic horsemanship to people 
with disabilities. GallopNYC acquired 
the horse stables formerly known as 
Lynne’s Riding School at 88-08 70th 
Road in Forest Park. 

GallopNYC will use the stables 
primarily for full-time therapeutic 
riding programs, but will also offer 
limited riding to the public as a part of 
its horse education programming. The 
stable acquisition will allow for a con-
siderable expansion of GallopNYC’s 
programs. 

“We’ve loved working at Lynne’s 
for the last five years,” said Alicia Ker-
shaw, executive director of GallopNYC. 
“We look forward to offering riding at 
Lynne’s high standards. We have a 
waiting list of 900 riders for our city-
wide therapeutic programs and with 
the additional capacity in Forest Hills 
we can serve many of them.”

Lynne’s will be donating all of the 
horses and barn equipment to Gallo-
pNYC.  The former owners will contin-
ue to have an active role at the stable. 

GallopNYC offers therapeutic 
horseback riding to children and 
adults with disabilities in New York 
City.  According to GallopNYC, thera-
peutic horseback riding provides prov-
en, measurable benefits for people with 
developmental, emotional, social, and 

physical challenges that help riders 
walk, talk and learn, inspiring them to 
live their lives as fully, independently 
and productively as possible. Gallo-
pNYC serve 450 riders every week at 
six locations throughout the city.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

GallopNYC acquires 
Lynn’s Riding School

Staten Island man charged 
in multiple Qns burglaries

The riding school in Forest Park, Lynn’s, has 
been sold to new owners, GallopNYC. 
 Courtesy of GallopNYC
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

13-20 124th St.  •  College Point, NY 11356  •  718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT
Thursday, January 19, 5:00pm - 7:00pm

• Register for the Class of 2021 • Learn about college partnerships • Meet students & faculty
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Uniquely Queens: Two New Year’s Days

Worshipers hand the Flushing temple priests offerings of 
fruit, coconuts and flowers to the dieties, in hopes of good 
fortune for the new year. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

The Rev. Floyd Flake conducts the annual Watch Night service at the Greater Allen AME, the largest 
church in southeast Queens, as part of a New Year’s Eve celebration.
                             Photo by Nat Valentine

For more than 150 years, African-American churches have celebrated New Year’s Eve as Watch Night — the 
anniversary of the night the Emancipation Proclamation went into effect in 1862.        
                         Photo by Nat Valentine

Reverend Elaine — wife of the Greater Allen Pastor Floyd Flake — is fa-
mous for preaching about the place of women in the church. 
                  Photo by Nat Valentine

At a station stocked with jars of pigment in the temple, a 
man places a “bindi,” the spiritual dot that signifies devo-
tion and social status, on the forehead of his young son. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

The Hindu Society Temple priests announce with bells and 
cymbals that the doors of the shrines are open to given con-
gregants a rare glimpse of the dieties bathed in gold leaf. 
                 Photo by Michael Shain
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

BY MARK HALLUM

Queensborough Communi-
ty College received a $1.3 mil-
lion America’s Promise grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Labor through CUNY’s Tech-
Works to help students attain 
the portfolio items and cre-
dentials necessary to enter 
the workforce in the tech in-
dustry.

QCC was one of three City 
University of New York com-
munity colleges to receive the 
award over a four-year period 
starting Jan. 1.

The America’s Promise 
grant will partner with in-
dustry leaders, senior level 
leadership from workforce 
and economic development 
organizations as well as sec-
ondary and post-secondary 
education institutions to 
give students on-the-job ex-
perience through apprentice-
ships, internships and job 
placement.

One such partner is SAP 
Software Solutions, which 

forms alliances with univer-
sities worldwide to develop 
21st century skills for tech 
students.

The Dept. of Labor grant 
was inspired by President Ba-
rack Obama’s America’s Col-
lege Promise, a proposal to 
make two years of community 
college tuition-free to respon-
sible students and designed to 
expand and develop regional 
workforce partnerships. 

“We assist community 
college-educated students to 
successfully contribute to 
the production of American 
workers going forward as 
well as for society at large,” 
QCC Vice President Denise 
Ward said. “I believe there 
is a great deal of potential to 
broaden our students’ view of 
the business world, and pro-
vide them with the tools they 
need to align their skill sets 
with what the tech industry 
is looking for today.”

Faculty in the Engineering 
Technology department will 
develop curriculum to create 

student portfolios to success-
fully introduce students into 
the workforce.

QCC will focus on indus-
tries such as information 
technology, developing cours-
es in web technology, smart 
phone applications, C++ pro-

gramming and web client pro-
gramming, all of which will 
lead to the Queensborough’s 
associate in science degree 
in information and internet 
technology.

“This initiative is em-
blematic of a larger platform 

required for students to be 
successful in the workforce,” 
Assistant Dean Jeff Chen. 
“We are excited about this 
locally focused project built 
on regional partnerships in 
helping students prepare for 
the tech sector.”

Students will who engage 
in the program will be ex-
pected to qualify for mid-level 
positions making $40,000 to 
$50,000 per year in the tech 
industry. The program is also 
open to students with only a 
high school diploma.

At the end of their educa-
tion at QCC, students will be 
able to use their experience 
in a programming portfolio 
assembled during capstone 
courses to show potential em-
ployers they have more than 
just a degree.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

QCC gets $1.3M America’s Promise grant 
Dept. of Labor funds will help students attain credentials to work in tech industry

QCC received a grant from the U.S. Dept. of Labor to grow tech student’s 
portfolio while in school. 
 Photo by Christina Santucci
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Geared Towards Teens and Older
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 1/6/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000
‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000

33k miles, Stk#22334

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

22k miles, Stk#25503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

CARS STARTING    
AS 

LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 1/6/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000

11k miles, Stk#22424

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000

25k miles, Stk#23408
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$23,000 BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

BUY 
FOR:

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

15k miles, Stk#25900

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

with every pre-owned 
vehicle purchase

RECEIVE A 32” 
SAMSUNG 

LED TV 
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains

Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin

Ricardi Calixte

Josefa Castro

Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow

Grigore Culian

Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), prime sponsor of 
the legislation that created 
the municipal identifica-
tion card, is hoping more 
families will sign up for the 
program. Nearly 900,000 
residents have enrolled 
in the program’s first two 
years.

“I am thrilled that 
IDNYC benefits will be 
expanded to include even 
more free memberships 
and reduced-price tickets 
to the world-class institu-
tions that make our city 
one of the greatest places 
on earth,” Dromm said. 
“IDNYC is available to all 
New Yorkers regardless of 
gender identity, immigra-
tion status or homeless-
ness. It connects cardhold-
ers with a multitude of 
services and is a great way 
to show NYC pride.”

Officials say the city will 
continue to protect the con-
fidentiality of all IDNYC 
applications and will not 
ask applicants about their 
immigration status. After 

de Blasio repeated his vow 
to destroy personal docu-
ments in an effort to shield 
undocumented immigrants 
from possible deportations, 
two lawmakers from Staten 
Island filed a suit argu-
ing that policy violates the 
state’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Law. The city was 
ordered not to destroy any 
records before a ruling.

“We are proud to be a part 
of a major initiative that 
helps immigrant New York-
ers become settled in their 
new homes and, since the 
IDs can be used as library 
cards, to provide people 
with the resources and in-
formation needed to thrive,” 
Queens Library President 
and CEO Dennis Walcott 
said. “IDNYC has been so 
popular at Central Library 
in Jamaica, Flushing Com-
munity Library and our 
community libraries used 
as pop-up sites that we are 
working with the Human 
Resources Administration 
to open a third permanent 
location at the Long Island 
City Community Library.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

as Section 8 rental assistance, 
and he renewed his support 
for the Home Stability Support 
initiative, a plan proposed by 
state Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) that 
would combat the homeless 
crisis while saving taxpayers 
millions.

HSS would keep families 
in their homes with a state-
wide rent supplement for in-
dividuals and families facing 
eviction, homelessness or loss 
of housing due to domestic 
violence or hazardous living 
conditions. The Hevesi plan 
would cost $11,224 per year for 
a household of three in New 
York City, while the cost to 
shelter a family is $38,460 with 
a net savings for taxpayers of 
$27,236 per year.

HSS is “an innovative way 
to redirect scarce federal and 
state resources toward those 
most at risk of becoming home-
less,” Crowley wrote. “And our 
city needs a serious course cor-
rection in how this problem is 
prevented and addressed.”

Meanwhile, DHS antici-
pates that the contract for ven-
dors will range from three to 

nine years, including options 
and depending on the financial 
terms and conditions.

“Clearly, there are ways 
officials at all levels of gov-
ernment can work to end New 
York’s homelessness crisis, 
but the efforts of those clos-
est to the problem have fallen 
far too short,” Crowley wrote. 

“The de Blasio administration 
can and must do more to keep 
families and individuals in 
their homes, and to help those 
who are forced out find viable, 
permanent housing.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Homeless

The city announces more hotels like the Maspeth Holiday Inn Express 
may be used to house homeless people until it is able to open proper 
shelters.          Photo by Mike Shain

Continued from Page 5 

IDNYC
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 6–12, 201730    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

January 20, 2017!
Deadline Jan. 13, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice:
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Jan. 13, 2017

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, January 26th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy
Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly
John Liu

Monica Loja
Richard Mazda
Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar
Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano
Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas
Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton

similar bill in 2015.
“In today’s world, college has become 

not a privilege, but a necessary step 
for working individuals of all fields,” 
Stavisky said. “Unfortunately, college 
comes with a price tag that few can af-
ford without burdensome loans. The 
proposal presented by Gov. Cuomo and 
supported by Sen. Bernie Sanders is an 
important step toward equal access to 
higher education. While families who 
make less than $125,000 will be able to 

send their children to SUNY and CUNY 
school for free, we must also ensure 
no hikes are implemented on students 
who are paying tuition to off-set the 
costs. Last year, we were able to secure 
a tuition freeze for public college and 
university students — a trend I would 
like to see continue. I congratulate and 
thank the governor for his commitment 
to higher education and I look forward 
to working with him to better our state’s 
higher education system.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

proud of the accomplishments of the 
school. The city designated Van Buren 
as a Renewal school during the 2014 
school year.

“It’s very stressful being a Renewal 
School,” he acknowledged. “But when 
we make it, as we’re making it, it’s 
worthwhile.”

The DOE established the Renewal 
School Program as a way to offer direct 
guidance and resource allocation to 
struggling schools, giving each school 
three years to show marked improve-
ment. Applicable schools had to be 
identified as priority or focus schools 

by the state DOE, have demonstrated 
low academic achievement on the three 
years prior to 2014 and have scored “pro-
ficient” or below on its most recent qual-
ity review.

About 78 percent of ninth-grade stu-
dents achieved enough credits in the 
last school year to be on track for a four-
year graduation, according to Van Bu-
ren’s most recent School Quality Snap-
shot. Grodenchik noted that two Nobel 
Prize winners had graduated from Van 
Buren.

“We know great work has come out 
of here,” he said, “and great work is hap-
pening again.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

that I look forward to because it’s 
such an easy way to show our com-
mitment to caring for parks across 
the city. By repurposing Christmas 
trees we provide plenty of mulch, 
which serves to reinvigorate New 
York City’s urban forest. We hope 
to create more mulch than ever be-
fore.”

Christmas trees can be taken to 
Astoria Park, Brookville Park, Cun-
ningham Park, Forest Park, Cap-
tain Mario Fajardo Playground, the 
GreenThumb and Land Restoration 
Project Compound, Juniper Valley 
Park and the Rockaways. Last year, 
more than 600 trees were brought 
to Hunters Point South Park at the 
corner of Borden Avenue and Center 
Boulevard.

“You might as well mulch with an 
awesome view, I always say,” Hunt-
ers Point Parks Conservancy Presi-
dent Rob Basch said. “We’ve got the 
best views anywhere from our parks 
and if you’ve never been to Hunters 
Point, the kids can play in our parks 
and you can stay for brunch in one 
of our wonderful restaurants or at 
least have a coffee or hot chocolate 
at LIC Landing by Coffeed down by 
the waterfront.”

For more information on Christ-

mas tree collection, recycling and 
MulchFest, visit nyc.gov/dsny, nyc.
gov/parks or call 311.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

MulchFest

Continued from Page 4 

Van Buren HS

Continued from Page 4 

Free tuition

Hunters Point Park Conservancy president 
Rob Basch pitches Long Island City for those 
looking to “tree-cycle” this weekend.
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BY MARK HALLUM

A new play out of Queens-
borough Community College 
exploring what it means to be 
the “other” in America was se-
lected to open the main stage 
performances at the regional-
level Kennedy Center Ameri-
can College Theatre Festival 
this week.

The piece, entitled “an-
OTHER,” which took the 
stage at the festival’s main 
auditorium at Montclair State 
University in New Jersey 
Wednesday, is a collaboration 
between the QCC Theatre En-
semble and writer-director J. 
Julian Christopher, an assis-
tant professor in the school’s 
Department of Speech Com-

munication and Theatre Arts.
“We are thrilled to be given 

this opportunity,” said Chris-
topher. “Throughout this excit-
ing experience, we read, talked 
about ideas, experimented with 
various physical movements 
and challenged each other. I 
drew from the interaction of 
our student ensemble before 
I wrote the script. During the 
rehearsal process, we looked 
to different Hindu deities and 
Kirtan meditation to serve as a 
jumping off point. I chose Indi-
an mythology in part because 
it is filled with theatricality 
and interpretive storytelling.”

The production uses the last 
names of the actors for charac-
ter names and tells their sto-
ries through monologues and 

dialogue. Using English as a 
base, the show is performed in 
five other languages — includ-
ing Chinese, Spanish, French, 
Portuguese and American 
Sign Language. 

Actors also showcase their 
singing talent, with music 
composed by Nirmal Chan-
draratna, as they swing from 
ropes and move about the 
stage. Used scripts are recy-
cled into falling snow.

“I want to lift the veil on 
theater,” Christopher said. 
“Students on sound and light 
boards, as well as the stage 
manager, are on stage for the 
duration of the play. Everyone 
comes together as a commu-
nity in order to be aware that 

A new play by the QCC Theatre Ensemble, entitled “anOTHER,” was selected to open the main stage performances at the regional-level Kennedy Center American College Theatre 
Festival. QCC Theater Ensemble

Continued on Page 36

THAT’S 

STORY
Queens Community College Theatre Ensemble 

showcases new play at regional fest
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Act One, One Act Festival 2017 — The Act 
One: One Act Festival is a self-producing 
competition style one-act play festival. 
The plays are divided into four different 
programs. Each program will run fi ve times 
with four of those performances being 
evening performances.
When: Program A: Jan. 13, 20, 24 at 7:30 p.m., 
Jan. 15 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 at 2 p.m.; Program B: 
Jan. 15 at 8 p.m., Jan. 16, 25 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 
at 2 p.m., Jan. 22 at 5 p.m.; Program C: Jan. 14, 
18, 26 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 at 8 
p.m.; Program D: Jan. 15 at 2 p.m., Jan. 19, 23, 27 
at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 8 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 at door; $15 advanced sale; $55 
four-show deal
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker, all she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. Her 
Mom and Dad, King Loadsadough and Queen 
Patience, want her to focus on her Princess 

duties. Luckily, her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady in Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream come true! 
When: Jan. 14 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved runaway parrot, 
Polly. Armed with an endearing crew of 
misfi ts, Pete embarks on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: Jan. 28 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

Film fest honors daughter of the borough
BY BILL EGBERT

The Queens World Film 
Festival will honor filmmaker 
Julie Dash with the 2017 Spirit 
of Queens Award.

The Long Island City native 
will receive the award in a cer-
emony at the Museum of the 
Moving Image on the festival’s 
opening night on March 14.

Dash’s 1991 masterpiece 
“Daughters of the Dust” was 
the first American feature 
film by an African-American 
woman to receive a general 
theatrical release. It was add-
ed to the National Film Regis-
try by the Library of Congress 
in 2004.

 The indie film told the 
story of three generations of 
a Gullah  family, descendants 
of escaped slaves, on an island 
off the South Carolina coast in 
1902 as they prepared to head 
north in the Great Migration. 

Dash earned  wide critical 
acclaim as the writer, direc-
tor and producer for the film’s 
rich dialogue and magical-

realist imagery.  Daughters 
of the Dust also won the Best 
Cinematography award at the 
1991 Sundance Film Festival.

The film will be screened at 
the Museum of the Moving Im-
age on March 15, followed by a 
Q&A with Dash.  

QWFF will also screen 
Dash’s 1982 short film “Il-
lusions,” which takes place 
in Hollywood during WWII 
and tells the story of a female 
studio executive passing for 
white. The film examines the 
power of perception and ex-
plores the illusions created by 
Hollywood, as well as the illu-
sion of racial identity. It won 
the Jury Prize for Best Film 
of the Decade awarded by the 
Black Filmmakers Founda-
tion.

 Dash’s film studies began 
in Harlem in 1969 and led her 
to the American Film Institute 
and UCLA. There she made 
“The Diary of an African Nun” 
in 1977, based on a short story 
by Alice Walker, winning a 
student award from the Direc-

tors Guild of America. 
Dash went on to a career 

as a filmmaker, music video 
and commercial director, and 
author. Her television films 
include “Love Song,” starring 
R&B singer Monica Arnold, 
the romantic thriller “Incog-
nito,” and the domestic drama 
“Funny Valentines.” 

In 2002, Dash was nominat-
ed for a Directors Guild Award 
for “The Rosa Parks Story” 
starring Angela Bassett. She 
has also directed music videos 
for Tony! Toni! Toné!, Keb’ Mo’, 
Peabo Bryson, Adriana Evans, 
Sweet Honey in the Rock and 
Tracy Chapman.

The 7th Annual Queens 
World Film Festival, running 
March 14–19 will feature more 
than 130 films from 25 na-
tions.

The festivities start next 
week with a  kick-off party 
at the historic Astor Room in 
Astoria on Jan. 13. The dress 
code is “Festival Casual.” 
More details at queensworld-
filmfestival.com.

Long Island City native Julie Dash, the writer, director, and producer of 
the landmark 1991 independent film “Daughters of the Dust” will be hon-
ored by the Queens World Film Festival with the 2017 Spirit of Queens 
Award. Courtesy of Julie Dash

LIC native Julie Dash, auteur of ‘Daughters of the Dust,’ to receive award at Queens World Film Festival
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit towards the fi nal payment of your
event when you book within the next 30 days!

Come meet our amazing vendors, have a private tour of our historic
mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine the chef and his

culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

   718.224.8787

FILM

Opening Night — The 
latest fi lm from Japanese 
director Hirokazu Kore-eda 
(After Life, Still Walking) 
establishes a style and tone 
all its own, alighting on 
comedy, family drama, and 
shaggy-dog noir.
When: Friday, Jan. 6 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Mifune the Last Samurai — 
Narrated by Keanu Reeves, 
Japanese director Akira 
Kurosawa and actor Toshiro 
Mifune transform the chanbara 
fi lm (period sword-fi ghting 
movie) into provocative 
narratives that push beyond 
the boundaries of the genre 
to examine the role of the 
individual in society.
When: Friday, Jan. 6 at 7:30 

p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Sincerely (Atentamente) 
— The setting of this delicate 
and deeply moving fi lm is a 
retirement home where we 
follow two elderly residents, 
Libardo and Alba.  As time 
passes, punctuated by the 
romantic lyrics of songs on 
the radio, or the dialogues 
of the telenovelas that the 
residents are watching, a 
love story emerges between 
Libardo and Alba.
When: Saturday, Jan. 7 at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Out There —  A hybrid of 

fi ction and documentary, 
and navigating mysteriously 
between the two cities, 
Takehiro Ito’s beguiling fi lm 
follows a director looking for 
a new actor, so that he can 
resurrect a stalled fi lm project.
When: Saturday, Jan. 7 at 
4 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Fear Itself —  Narrated by 
a woman haunted by things 
she has seen and cannot 
unsee, Fear Itself weaves 
together clips from cinema’s 
most terrifying moments to 
explore how fi lmmakers scare 
us — and why we let them.
When: Saturday, Jan. 7 at 
5:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

O.J. Made in America — Part 
of the Museum of the Moving 
Images’ Curator’s Choice 
program, O.J.: Made in America 
explores themes in tracing a 

personal journey, from how 
Orenthal James Simpson fi rst 
became a football star, to 
why the country fell in love 
with him off the fi eld, to his 
being accused of murdering 
his ex-wife, his subsequent 
acquittal, and later conviction 
for another crime.
When: Sunday, Jan. 8 at 1 p.m. 
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Cameraperson — Part of the 
Museum of the Moving Images’ 
Curator’s Choice program, 
Cameraperson is a tapestry of 
footage captured over the 25-
year career of documentary 
cinematographer Kirsten 
Johnson.
When: Sunday, Jan. 8 at 4:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Boone — Three young 
goat farmers adapt to 
the seasons and come to 
terms with the physical and 
emotional grit required to 

live at the mercy of the land.
When: Sunday, Jan. 8 at 7 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

The Times of Harvey Milk 
— Rob Epstein’s The Times 
of Harvey Milk, winner of 
the Academy Award for 
Best Documentary in 1985, 
echoed its groundbreaking 
subject by being one of the 
fi rst feature documentaries 
to address gay life in 
America, and brought 
Milk’s message of hope and 
equality to a wider audience.
When: Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through one 
of Queens’ most historic and 
vibrant neighborhoods with 
the Long Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 

11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

MulchFest — Bring your 
holiday tree to a designated 
city park to be recycled 
into mulch that will nourish 
plantings across the city.
When: Jan. 7-8 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.
Where: Contact the New 
York City Department of 
Parks and Recreation for 
specifi c locations.
Cost: Free
Contact: www.nycgovparks.
org 

Valentine Victorian Tea 
— The Floral Park Woman’s 
Club will hold their annual 
Valentine Victorian Tea event, 
we hear guests will enjoy a 
delightful assortment of tea, 
sandwiches, tea breads and 
scrumptious desserts.
When: Feb. 18 at 11:30 a.m., 
12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Where: St. Elizabeth’s Church, 
6 Harvard St., Floral Park
Cost: $25 donation
Contact: (516) 775-8496

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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PANCAKES 4 CAMP

Sunday, January 15, 2017    
8:00 AM-10:00 AM 

                 - 1985 Jericho Turnpike, New Hyde Park

$12
PER 

PERSON!

SWIM FAST! CHEER LOUD!

INCLUDES:
Pancakes, 

Scrambled Eggs, 
& more!

A FUNDRAISER FOR SFY DAY CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 
Help give the gift of camp 

**Join us for breakfast served with a smile 
by your FAVORITE camp staff!**

This �yer is only intended for advertising purposes.  Ticket valid for pancake event only.  
Applebees menu items are not included as part of purchase.

Spread the Word 
#CAKES4CAMP

For more info & to 

purchase tickets, call

Andy Gavora 

AGavora@sfy.org

718-225-6750 x261

CLIMB HIGH!
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we are all in a play so 
that it is less emotional 
and more a call to action. 
This is an ensemble ef-
fort in the truest sense of 
the word.”

“anOTHER” has been 
performed at Queensbor-
ough’s Shadowbox The-
atre six times

The QCC Theatre En-
semble’s play, and those 
from seven other schools, 

were chosen for the festi-
val from among 66 other 
productions throughout 
the region.

“The high quality of 
work by our excellent 
faculty, students and ad-
ministrators has led to 
this outstanding accom-
plishment,” said Profes-
sor Georgia McGill, the 
chair of the QCC Depart-
ment of Speech Com-
munication and Theatre 
Arts. “Our student ac-
tors, along with the dedi-
cated support of their 

faculty mentors, have a 
strong record of being 
nominated for their su-
perlative performances 
at prestigious regional 
and national festivals.”

QCC’s theatre pro-
gram is the only CUNY 
institution to be accred-
ited by the National As-
sociation of Schools of 
Theatre.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 
 FREE PLAY!FREE PLAY!

 
GET YOUR FREE 
 MEMBERSHIP & 
UP TO

Continued from Page 31 
‘anOTHER’

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jan. 6-12, 2017

By Ed Canty

Vent Your Anger
Across
1. Biblical "hit"
5. Actress Kudrow
9. Pub game
14. Wedding dance
15. Guinness and 
others
16. Brothers' keeper?
17. Promising words
18. "Gil ___"
19. Recipe amts.
20. Risky dough
23. Simple animal
24. Dorm V.I.P.'s
25. The Wildcats, 
for short
28. Buying channel, 
briefly
29. Strange trait
32. Oktoberfest order
33. The Phantom's 
rival
34. He tested Job's 
faith
35. Edgar Bergen 
for one
39. Turner and others
40. Ticket category
41. Small bills
42. "I just don't feel 
___"
44. Mother's Day 
delivery Corp.
47. "___ 
Miserables"
48. Transcript fig.
49. Carpenter's tool
51. Former 
Minnesota governor
54. Illegal firing
57. Go yachting

58. "Up and ___!"
59. Smallest
60. Book after 
Proverbs: Abbr.
61. One of the 
Simpsons
62. Home Depot rival
63. Queens stadium
64. Pro votes

Down
1. Jewish mourning 
period
2. Web connectors
3. Like some 
transfers
4. One of the senses
5. Type of retriever
6. Latin's that
7. Clothing line
8. Group
9. Takes out

10. "Dear" advice-
giver
11. TD scorers
12. Summit
13. Ave. intersectors
21. Depth charge 
targets
22. Tea Party vote 
on Obama care
25. Hobby store buys
26. Musical chairs 
goal
27. Big coffee 
holder
30. MADD target
31. _____ ease 
(nervous)
32. Can of worms?
33. Genetic materials
34. Mideast V.I.P.
35. Barn topper
36. Chemical 

endings
37. Prefix with meter
38. Alternative to 
an exacta
39. Chat room 
chuckle
42. Pkg. deliverer
43. Doesn't flunk
44. Quarterback Doug
45. Mother ___
46. Playhouse 
presentations
48. Rest room sign
50. Europe's "boot"
51. "No way, ___!"
52. Per
53. Number two 
person
54. Pledge of 
Allegiance ender
55. Old Olds
56. Toothed tool

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GEOGRAPHIC SHAPES
S P A M B A T I M A G E
H E R O R I C E R I G O R
O R E O A O N E A S H E N
T I A N A N M E N S Q U A R E

B I K E T I S
A L T E R S C F O E B B S
R E H A B G U I L T U A E
B E R M U D A T R I A N G L E
O R E S I Z E S H O L E D
R Y E S V A R B I T E R S

T E A S E T A
A N T A R C T I C C I R C L E
T E S L A W O R K I L I A
O R A L S A W E S E A R S
M O R S E S A W S W A T
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Queens StartUP! - All About Business Planning and 
Research —  The purpose of this training course is to 
provide the initial steps and foundation to starting your 
business plan.
When: Saturday Jan. 7 at 10:30 a.m.
Where: 41-17 Main Street, Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: https://www.queensny.org/qedc/business/
events/?date=2017-01-19

Compete, Win, and Expand Your Business —   The 
program is designed to help U.S. businesses expand 
sales, penetrate new markets, and boost their bottom 
line through exports.
When: Thursday, Jan. 19 at 2 p.m.
Where: Queens Chamber of Commerce, 75-20 Astoria 
Blvd., Jackson Heights

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 898-8500

Global Leadership Network Breakfast —   Leaders, 
business owners and civic leaders are invited to meet 
other moversand shakers for various industries over 
breakfast and establish connections.
When: Monday, Jan. 23 at 7 a.m.
Where: Mela’s Cafe and Restaurant, 71-02 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 475-7158

Valentine Luncheon —   The Nassau North Shore 
Christian Women’s Club invites all to attend their 
Valentine Luncheon. Alison Hoffman of the Advanced 
Hearing Center will be the featured guest. Audra Cava 

will be the event’s inspirational speaker and Lana Noone 
will entertain teh crowd with her flute. 
When: Feb. 7 (RSVP by Jan. 25)
Where: Jolly Fisherman and Steak House, 25 Main S., 
Roslyn
Cost: $26
Contact: (516) 742-0861 (after 10 a.m.) or (516) 248-9726

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Queens Women’s Busi-
ness Center helps beginning 
and well-established women 
business owners throughout 
the borough with matters both 
large and small, from acquir-
ing the right permits to net-
working with other entrepre-
neurs. 

Andrea Ormeno, the direc-
tor of the business center, said 
it served as a place for bud-
ding women business owners 
to find support, expertise and 
insight that could help their 
ideas grow at an exponential 
rate.

“One of the things we’re 
trying to do is make women 
feel more comfortable when 
they reach out for help,” she 
said about the center, and 
lauded the networking con-
nections made among the cli-
ents. “They share the same 
struggles. When you’re start-
ing the business, it’s not easy, 
especially if you’re a mother 
or if you have another job and 
have a responsibility.”

The QWBC was established 
in 2001 and is a part of the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Council. It was intended 
to help women entrepreneurs 
develop capacity to grow their 
business ideas. The center of-
fers individual counseling, 
training courses and work-
shops and holds a monthly 

networking breakfast where 
speakers are invited to tackle 
important issues for small 
business owners.

Ormeno started working 
for the QEDC about nine years 
ago, and said the majority of 
interested applicants to the 
business center were startups 
looking to appropriately regis-

ter and secure the right licens-
ing. Some are also looking for 
venue space. Ormeno said the 
first one-on-one consultation 
helps the center determine 
what the needs of the entre-
preneur are, so the center 
can best meet them. She said 
the QWBC counsels about 800 
clients per year, and the net-

working breakfasts could lead 
to new opportunities.

“We’re trying to share the 
stories and empower one an-
other,” she said. The network-
ing events are also a great 
place for small businesses to 
find clients or potential ven-
dors, she said. 

“It’s beneficial if you’re 

looking to promote.”
Ormeno said the center 

was partnering with the Small 
Business Association to adver-
tise the services the Women’s 
Business Center provides on 
the website of the SBA, be-
cause the SBA’s web traffic is 
far higher. Ormeno proudly 
pointed out that the SBA had 
bestowed two awards on the 
center, and the QWBC had 
been acknowledged by the New 
York Women’s Foundation. 
The center also works with 
area colleges and universities, 
including St. John’s Univer-
sity and Queens College.

The next networking break-
fast will be held at Queens 
Borough Hall Jan. 18  and 
will focus on taxes and record 
keeping. Potential business 
owners who would like to set 
up a consultation with the cen-
ter can go online at queensny.
org and fill out an intake form. 
Ormeno said she was excited 
about the center’s future and 
proud of its robust growth.

“They want to share these 
stories,” she said, speaking 
about the business owners. 
“They’re very grateful these 
services are provided for 
free.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Business Center assists entrepreneurs
Women’s group paves way for start-ups, well-established owners to succeed in borough

Members of the Queens Women’s Business Center gather for one of the group’s networking breakfasts. The 
center conducted about 800 consultations last year. Courtesy of Queens Economic Development Council
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Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

pressed her condolences to the 
family as well as her surprise 
that news of her death did not 
surface for months.

“It was like one of the best-
kept secrets in Jamaica,” she 
said.

Stark was also embroiled in 
the scandal involving former 
City Councilman Sheldon Lef-
fler, who represented northeast 
Queens for 24 years. He was 
convicted in January 2004 of 
defrauding the city by trying 
to split a $10,000 donation into 
many smaller amounts to ille-
gally qualify for the city’s match-
ing funds program - a scheme to 
bilk $40,000.

Stark, whose father and 
Leffler’s father had been close 
friends, gave the donation, pros-
ecutors said at the time. She was 
not charged with any crimes, 
but Stark did testify against Lef-
fler and wore a wire to record 
conversations with him and his 
staff as a part of a plea agree-
ment. Leffler was sentenced to 
probation and community ser-
vice.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 9 

Rita Stark

Before she died, Rita Stark fought for years to prevent the 19th-century Jamaica Savings Bank building, which she owned, from being designated a 
landmark.                      Courtesy of cleanupjamaicaqueens.com
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

It felt like turning a corner. 
The St. John’s men’s basket-

ball team opened Big East play 
with a 76-73 victory over No. 13 
Butler at Carnesecca Arena 
Dec. 29. The win represents 
the first time a Chris Mullin-
coached squad has defeated a 
nationally ranked rival. 

The victory came just over 
a week after the Red Storm 
took down former Big East foe 
Syracuse 93-60 and the strong 
back-to-back performances 
have St. John’s thinking it has 
finally hit its stride. 

“It’s a legitimate process,” 
Mullin said. “Games like this 
are more important for them 
and gives them the confidence 
and trust in each other that 
what they’re doing is right. 
Nothing helps more than 
this.”

The Red Storm (7-7, 1-0) held 
their own in the first half, go-
ing into the break tied at 48, but 
St. John’s struggled to main-
tain the tempo in the start of 
the second half. Butler (11-2, 
0-1) started hitting shots mid-
way through the half to build a 
10-point cushion with just over 
10 minutes left on the clock. 

St. John’s never lost the 
faith. And, unlike games last 
season and even earlier this 
year, the Red Storm rallied 
when they had to, sticking to 

the game plan on both sides of 
the ball. 

“We just tried to stay to-
gether and stay poised,” said 
guard Shamorie Ponds, who 
finished with a game-high 26 
points. “When they took the 
lead, we just stayed together.”

The Red Storm clawed their 
way back into the matchup, 
making it a three-point game 
after a pair of Bashir Ahmed 
free throws with 4:03 left to 
play. Ponds drained a nothing-
but-net three-pointer three 
minutes later and Malik El-
lison followed up with a steal 
and a slam to tie the game at 69 
and effectively knock the roof 
off Carnesecca. 

“I kept saying to them, it’s 
waiting to blow up, give them 
something to cheer about,” 
Mullin said. “We hung in there 
and got through some tough 
times there.”

Tyler Wideman put Butler 
back on top on the ensuing 
possession, but Marcus LoVett 
followed with a jumper in the 
corner to tie the game for the 
sixth time. 

“That was critical, give 
them credit,” Bulldogs coach 
Chris Holtmann said. “We 
weren’t nearly tough enough 
in our approach.”

Ellison played hero on the 
next play, drawing a foul on the 
defensive side of the ball while 

Freshman Shamorie Ponds rises for a layup during St. John’s win over 
Butler in its Big East opener. Ponds finished the game with 26 points.  

St. John’s Athletics

BY LAURA AMATO

It was a headline-making 
year in Queens high-school 
sports. There were champion-
ships and crushing defeats, a 
mixture of highs and lows that 
made the last 365 days nothing 
short of memorable. Sports Edi-
tor Laura Amato takes a look 
back at the year in sports across 
the borough and picks the best 
of the best from 2016:

Program of the Year: Francis Lewis
The Patriots proved to be one 

of the most dominant programs 
in the city last season – notch-
ing a handful of championship 
berths and setting a new stan-
dard for success at the school. 
The girls’ basketball and soccer 
teams each made city final ap-
pearances, while the boys’ soc-
cer squad made it to the PSAL 
semifinals. The softball team 
also impressed, advancing to 
the second round of the playoffs, 
while the girls’ volleyball team 
came up short against Hunter in 
the postseason. There weren’t 
any champions crowned on Uto-
pia Parkway, but Francis Lewis 
proved its teams are primed for 
some deep run in 2017. 

Boys Athlete of the Year: Jose 
Alvarado, Christ the King

He just seems to keep getting 
better. The Royals point guard 
led his squad to a CHSAA In-
tersectional semifinals appear-
ance as a junior and averaged 
18.1 points and six assists per 
game. He started his senior sea-
son on a high note by commit-
ting to Georgia Tech and has 
managed to fine-tune his game 
even more. Alvarado became the 
first-ever Christ the King player 
to notch a quadruple-double in a 
win over Xaverian and notched 
a pair of 20-point performances 
to wrap up the year. He hast his 
sights set on winning a champi-
onship in 2017. 

Girls Athlete of the Year: Danielle 
Patterson, The Mary Louis Academy

In her first season with the 

Hilltoppers, the basketball star 
made her presence known from 
the get-go, averaging 22 points 
in addition to grabbing eight re-
bounds and tallying two steals 
per game. Patterson was one of 
the most highly recruited play-
ers in the country this summer, 
visiting some of the best wom-
en’s basketball programs be-
fore, ultimately, deciding to take 
her talents to Notre Dame. And 
she hasn’t missed a step since 
announcing her college choice, 
leading Mary Louis on and off 
the court in her final season 
as the unquestioned spark that 
makes the roster go. 

Team of the Year: Francis Lewis girl’s 
soccer

The Patriots made history 
this season – notching the pro-
gram’s first-ever city final ap-
pearance. It didn’t end perfectly 
with a 5-1 defeat to Beacon at St. 
John’s University, but Francis 
Lewis left its mark on the PSAL 
and cemented itself as one of 
the team’s to beat in the next 
few years. The squad’s defense 

was a force to be reckoned with 
all year and the group – which 
hadn’t played together prior to 
this season – didn’t allow a goal 
until the final. The Patriots re-
turn a good chunk of their ros-
ter next year and after a taste of 
a title run in 2016, they’re itch-
ing for a championship. 

Coach of the Year: Pat Torney, 
Bayside baseball

The long-time Commodores 
leader finally got his squad over 
the metaphorical mountain this 
spring, leading Bayside to its 
first-ever PSAL ‘AA’ champion-
ship. The squad held on to take 
down Roosevelt 3-2 at Yankee 
Stadium. The game had some 
late drama, as Roosevelt put 
two men on in the top of the 
seventh, but Torney never lost 
confidence in his team, which 
induced a double play to secure 
the championship. 

Best Upset
Holy Cross surprised every-

one with the Brooklyn-Queens 

Jose Alvarado calls out play during the CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens 
Championship Game between Xaverian and Christ the King. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 439Continued on Page 439

2016’s best in Queens
A look back at this year’s top high school stories

St. John’s upsets 
No. 13 Butler 76-73
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BY LAURA AMATO

Talk about a bounce-back 
effort. 

The St. John’s women’s bas-
ketball team responded after 
dropping its Big East opener 
with a decisive 65-48 victory 
over Xavier Monday night. 
Seniors Jade Walker and Aa-
liyah Lewis led the charge in 
one of the Red Storm’s best of-
fensive efforts of the season. 

“This was a great win 
for us, bouncing back from 
a tough loss last week,” St. 
John’s coach Joe Tartamella 
said. “I thought we did a great 
job in a number of phases of 
the game that we needed to 
improve on and I was really 
pleased with our effort.”

Walker, in particular, was 
nothing short of efficient, 
recording a career-high 24 
points while shooting 10-of-15 
from the floor. The forward 
also hauled in seven rebounds 
in addition to tallying two 
steals and, for good measure, 
one assist as well. 

Lewis, meanwhile, made 
some history of her own. The 
point guard was a perfect 
5-for-5 from the floor and also 
dished out a career-high 13 
assists. It was the first time 

a Red Storm player had 12 or 
more assists since Nadirah 
McKenith accomplished the 
feat against Georgetown in 
2013. 

Xavier jumped out to an 
early 18-10 lead, setting the 
tone of the game in the first 
quarter. The Red Storm 
quickly responded in kind – 
something that didn’t happen 
in the squad’s Big East-open-

ing loss to Seton Hall. 
St. John’s rattled off 14 

straight points midway 
through the second quarter, 
jumping out to a lead the team 
would never again surrender. 

The Red Storm took a 38-25 
lead into the break – outscor-
ing Xavier 28-7 in the second 
period alone. The team didn’t 
slow down in the second half, 
pushing out the lead to as 

many as 22 points on three 
different occasions during 
the fourth quarter. 

“I thought the second 
quarter really became the 
difference and helped us open 
the game up a little and give 
us confidence going into the 
half,” Tartamella said. “I 
thought we did a great job of 
sustaining it throughout the 
second half.”

In addition to Walker and 
Lewis, the Red Storm also 
received solid performances 
out of Akina Wellere an Maya 
Singleton, who combined for 
15 points in the lopsided win. 

As a team, St. John’s as-
sisted on 20 of its 26 made 
field goals – the squad’s most 
assists in a single game this 
season. 

The performance was a 
complete turn from the Red 
Storm’s disappointing show-
ing at Seton Hall Dec. 30. The 
team made history, playing 
in the first-ever fully mic’ed 
up basketball game – viewers 
heard the coaches on the side-
lines and got an ear on the 
squad’s huddles during stop-
pages of play and timeouts. 

St. John’s struggled in the 
game, however, finishing 19-
for-53 from the field and con-
necting on just one bucket 
from behind the arc. 

But as the Red Storm look 
to defend their league cham-
pionship, St. John’s is con-
fident after the turnaround 
at Xavier, looking to keep up 
the solid play on both sides of 
the ball, depending on senior 
leaders who are starting to 
come into their own. 

Red Storm senior forward Jade Walker tallied back-to-back 20-point games as St. John’s split its first two Big 
East matchups last week.  St. John’s Athletics

BY GREGORY ALCALA

The Queens High School 
of Teaching boys’ basketball 
team made a statement Tues-
day – one the squad has been 
waiting to make for years. 

The Tigers took down 
borough foe Cardozo 88-75, 
getting off to a quick start in 
the first quarter and holding 
their lead down the stretch. 
It was just the second time 
QHST defeated the Judges 
since 2013. 

“To be the best we have 
to beat the best,” QHST head 
coach Mike Shelton said. 
“Cardozo has been the best 
in Queens, one of the best 
in the city for years and 
they have been dominating 
Queens. We have to work 
hard to get this win.”

QHST (13-0) brought pres-
sure from the opening whis-
tle, using a full-court attack 

and a handful of early defen-
sive stops to keep Cardozo 
on its toes. The shutdown 
defense also led to some easy 
transition baskets on offense 
with the Tigers’ senior quar-
tet of C.J. Kelly, William 
Ellis, Kion Hill and Jamie 
Nurse leading the charge. 

The squad found a nice 
rhythm on offense, converting 
on fast-breaks, long and mid-
range attempts, but the col-
lective defense of the Tigers 
was the story. Their stifling 
pressure forced the Judges 
(7-2) to turn the ball over and 
the shot-blocking presence 
of Nurse and Kelly didn’t al-
low anything easy inside for 
slashing guards Dejavaugn 
Utley and Nasan Ayala.

The Tigers jumped out 
to a 21-6 lead after the first 
eight minutes of play, rack-
ing up six blocks in the pro-
cess. 

“The first starting five 
minutes set the pace of the 
game,” said Ellis, who led 
all scorers with 19 points. 
“Coach told us to go out with 
intensity and we started 
pressing and getting turn-
overs and converting bas-
kets.”

‘Dozo did its best to 
bounce back in the second, 
sparked by Jayson Robin-
son’s strong performance off 
the bench. The junior guard 
connected on some perim-
eter shots, attacked the rim 
and, for a while, had the Ti-
gers’ defense on their heels. 
Robinson’s layup with 1:38 
left in the second cut the 
Tigers’ deficit to eight at 30-
22, but the Tigers responded 
with a big three-pointer 
from Justin Steed (17 points) 
to end the first half. 

QHST didn’t take its foot 
off the collective brake, in-

creasing its lead to as much 
as 19 points, but didn’t play 
as sharp down the stretch. 

“At the end, I was very 
upset and I just addressed 
the guys about that. We got 
sloppy,” Shelton said. “I 
think guys got selfish, they 
saw that we had a lead, they 
started forcing the shots, 
maybe trying to add to their 
stat line. If we control the 
tempo, we would be okay and 
guys kind of went away from 
the game-plan at the end.”

For as efficient as the 
Tigers had been on offense 
in the first half, they were 
just as sloppy in the second, 
rushing shots and giving 
Cardozo a chance to claw its 
way back. 

The Judges made it a 10-
point game with just under 
three minutes left to pay 
before QHST junior guard 
Dwight Reed drained a pair 

of free throws to pad the 
cushion and help secure the 
victory. 

It might not have been 
perfect, but the Tigers wait-
ed a long time to get this vic-
tory and, most importantly, 
stay perfect on the season. 
Cardozo, meanwhile, is hop-
ing to find answers after 
a second loss that showed 
some of the team’s offensive 
shortcomings.  

“We just got to keep work-
ing, I mean we’ve had some 
great moments this year,” 
‘Dozo coach Ron Naclerio 
said. “Unfortunately, they 
don’t realize that it’s like a 
baseball game. You win sev-
en innings and get destroyed 
two innings and you could 
lose the game. When you’re 
down 20, it’s hard to fight 
back and that’s what hap-
pened in our two losses.”

St. John’s women split Big East matches
Red Storm defeat Xavier 65-48 after falling to Seton Hall to open conference play

Early cushion helps QHST boys hoops stay perfect
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St. Francis rallies for OT win over St. Mary’s
Second-half comeback leads Terriers to thrilling 57-53 victory in non-league matchup

BY LAURA AMATO

Emily Engstler wouldn’t 
come off the court. 

Her team needed her and 
Engstler needed to prove that 
she can be a leader. 

The St. Francis Prep junior 
proved her point, and then some, 
lifting the Terriers to a 57-53 
overtime victory over St. Mary’s 
in a non-league CHSAA match-
up Dec. 29. Engstler packed her 
stat sheet with a game-high 27 
points, 19 rebounds, four steals 
and secured her team’s victory 
with a pair of final-second free 
throws in overtime. 

“We’re the underdogs and 
when we’re in a game like that, 
we’re ready to come back,” Eng-
stler said. “Even with three min-
utes left, Prep has a good spirit. 
We work together and we played 
a great game to get the win.”

It was a big-time victory for 
the Terriers, as the squad ral-
lied a handful of times to keep 
pace with St. Mary’s. The teams 
exchanged offensive runs in the 

third quarter and St. Francis 
jumped out to a 31-25 lead before 
the Gaels answered, taking a 
one-point advantage into the 
fourth. 

St. Mary’s appeared to hit its 
stride down the stretch in regu-
lation – notching another seven-
point run midway through the 
period – but the Terriers never 
wavered. Instead, the squad re-
focused its attention on defense. 

St. Francis pushed the ball 
out in transition, sparked by 
a strong full-court press and 
matchup zone and started to 
claw its way back into the game. 

“They love playing our de-
fense, it’s what they get excited 
about,” Terriers coach Kerri 
White said. “And they know 
defense can lead to offense. So 
that’s what they take pride in.”

Celenia Roberts made it a 
one-possession game with 47 
seconds left and Dorothy Mati-
nale forced a jump ball just 20 
seconds later, giving the Terri-
ers another look at the basket. 
Engstler took advantage. 

She found a lane, drove into 
the paint and rolled the ball off 
her fingertips, tying the game 
up with just 18 seconds left on 
the clock. 

“We had a play set up, but the 
way the ball came up it didn’t re-
ally work,” Engstler said. “So I 
saw a gap and I just thought, I’m 
going to go to the basket.”

The teams battled back and 

forth for control throughout the 
overtime period and the Gaels 
got a few key buckets from St. 
John’s commit Kadajah Bailey. 
But St. Francis Prep kept its 
composure as the seconds ticked 
down and, in the end, that was 
the difference-maker. 

MacKalay Scarlett gave the 
Terriers a two-point lead with 
1:11 left after draining two from 

the free-throw line and Engstler 
followed up with her own two 
points from the charity stripe to 
wrap up the victory. 

“I honestly hadn’t been mak-
ing anything, like any shots at 
all,” Scarlett said. “So I felt like 
I was under some pressure, but 
I wouldn’t let it get to me. I just 
knew I had to make the free 
throws.”

It wasn’t a picture-perfect 
victory and there were a few 
dramatic moments, but the Ter-
riers hope the performance can 
be a turning point for the team 
as the calendar turns to 2017. 
And for White, it was an oppor-
tunity to grab a bit of familial 
bragging rights as well. Her fa-
ther, Kevin, is the head coach at 
St. Mary’s. 

“It’s huge for us to be able 
to overcome,” White said. “It’s 
big right going back into league 
play and especially the second 
half of the season. This is what 
we want to see. I’m really glad to 
see that they toughed it out.”

Emily Engstler (30) did a bit of everything for the St. Francis Prep girls’ 
basketball team, leading the Terriers to a non-league, OT win over St. 
Mary’s.  Community News Group/Laura Amato

going for a rebound. He hit one 
of two free throws to give St. 
John’s a lead it would never 
surrender. 

Ponds followed up two free 
throws of his own – drawing 
a whistle after Tariq Owens 
hauled in the offensive re-
bound on Ellison’s miss. The 
freshman finished a perfect 
4-for-4 from the stripe in the 
final 9.1 seconds and recorded 
his sixth 20-plus point perfor-
mance this year. 

“I was confident,” Ponds 
said. “I was going to the foul 

line, just saying that I was 
going to make these free 
throws.”

The Bulldogs had two more 
chances to tie the game, but 
Andrew Chrabascz’s step-back 
three missed the mark and a 
desperation half-court shot 
at the buzzer clanked off the 
iron. 

It’s the biggest victory for 
the Red Storm in the Mullin-
era and while the team is feel-
ing good, St. John’s isn’t quite 
satisfied yet. 

“We needed this win a lot,” 
Ponds said. “We feel like every 
game if we come out and com-
pete, we’re unstoppable.”

title run. The Knights have al-
ways been a dominant part of 
the Queens soccer landscape, 
but recently the program has 
taken a hit and struggled to hold 
its own against the top squads in 
the city. That changed this fall. 
Holy Cross completely turned 
things around, notching wins 
over league rivals Archbishop 
Molloy and St. Francis Prep en 
route to its first BQCHSAA title 
in over a decade. 

Game(s) of the Year
Christ the King made a goal 

line stand – twice. The Royals 
kept things dramatic through-
out the season, but two games in 
particular stood out during the 
squad’s dominant regular sea-
son. Christ the King notched a 
pair of goal line stands to defeat 
Poly Prep and perennial ‘AAA’ 
power St. Anthony’s in back-to-
back weeks. The victories were 
program-defining for a Christ 
the King team that has been try-
ing to make its mark on the city 
gridiron for years. 

The Royals came up short of 
their championship aspirations 
this fall, but the two perfor-
mances were a bright spot amid 

the season-ending disappoint-
ment. 

Story of the Year
Dalilah Muhammad brings 

gold back to ‘Dozo. It’s not, tech-
nically, a high school story, but 
Cardozo alum Dalilah Muham-
mad made her hometown proud 
this summer, becoming the 
first American athlete to win 
gold in the 400m hurdles at the 
Rio Olympics. She brought her 
medal back to the school and 
was honored with an assembly 
in the same high school audi-
torium she’d once sat in. It was 
a strange, surreal moment for 
Muhammad, but one she’ll al-
ways remember and one that 

will, undoubtedly, go down as 
a major moment in ‘Dozo’s rich 
athletic history. 

Quote of the Year
“At first I was like, ‘Yo, we 

don’t know how to play tennis, 
what are you doing?’ But then af-
ter practicing with the team, we 
got better and they taught us the 
rules and they were very friend-
ly. I’m mostly just shocked.”

- Bayside sophomore Shnae 
Cummings on her sister’s plan 
to play doubles tennis this sea-
son. The two were standout 
handball players at the school 
and had never played competi-
tive tennis before. They placed 
third in the city tournament. 

Continued from Page 37 

2016 review

Cardozo alum Dalilah Muhammad brought gold back to Queens after be-
coming the first American woman to finish first in the 400m hurdles at 
the Rio Olympics.  USA Track and Field

Continued from Page 37 
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“I think its important in 
any neighborhood that people 
get involved, to know what to 
look for,” he said. “We live in 
a world where things happen, 
studies show when a crime 
occurs different witnesses see 
different things, give different 
descriptions. This program 
teaches them to give specifics 
on what to look for.”

The program is open to 
neighboring communities as 
well. To participate, send an e-
mail to events@welovewhites-
tone.com with the subject line 
“NYPD Block Watch Class,” 
stating your full name, email 
address, telephone number 
and whether you have taken 
the class before.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

FLIP

“And I was like, ‘Push, push, 
push!’ And the TV was on with 
the countdown and everything 
was so, so much fun. And then 
when we did it at 12:08, we 
didn’t think we had made it, 
but after they told us we were 
so happy.”

This was the first child for 
Carmen. Nathan’s parents 
were happy and in high spirits 
following the birth.

“It was a blessing, and I feel 
happy because everybody here 
is nice and I feel special,” Car-
men said. “He’s an angel for 
me.”

“We didn’t know how it was 
going to be — the New Year’s 
Eve, or our baby,” Nathan’s 
father, Luis said. “But the two 
together, it’s just beautiful. We 
are blessed with our child.”

It was a tight race for the 
title of first baby.  A few miles 
away at Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter in the Bronx, a baby girl 
named Melanie Londono was 
born one minute later at 12:09 
a.m. weighing in at 6 pounds, 9 
ounces. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

year in a row.”
Citywide Ferry Service 

operator Hornblower is pre-
paring to transition the East 
River Ferry Service into the 
larger Citywide Ferry sys-
tem this summer. The price 
of a ferry ride will be re-
duced from $4 weekday fares 
and $6 weekend fares to $2.75 
— the same cost as a subway 
ride.

“There’s a tremendous 
wave of excitement building 

as we gear up to offer more 
connections and more conve-
nience than ever before once 
Citywide Ferry by Horn-
blower launches this sum-
mer,” said Cameron Clark, 
Hornblower vice president 
and project manager. “Once 
the transition into Citywide 
Ferry Service is complete, 
East River Ferry’s record 
ridership will have a record 
number of routes to con-
nect in order to ‘Work, Live 
and Play’ across Brooklyn, 
Manhattan, Queens and the 
Bronx.”

When the system is fully 
implemented in 2018, the 19 

boats and 10 new landings 
are expected to serve 4.6 mil-
lion trips across six routes, 
providing a new and easily 
accessible transit option to 
traditionally underserved 
communities along the city’s 
waterfront, where jobs and 
housing are growing rap-
idly.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

that’s lost in the excitement of 
the fire. Think about all these 
business owners, people who 
work in these stores, and even 
the impact on the neighbor-
hood, for all these people who 
shop in these stores, that’s the 
real tragedy.”

Several days after the 
fire a shocked man stood be-
hind the construction fence 
put up around the burned 
storefronts and looked at 
the wreckage in disbelief. 
“I shopped here before at this 
bakery” he said Tuesday.“It’s 
so unbelievable, I feel really 
bad for the owner. I used to buy 
bread here.” 

Jimmy J.F  has lived in the 
area for over 40 years. He said 
the fire was a huge loss to the 
community. 

“It’s the first time anything 
like this ever happened around 
here,” he said. “It wiped out 14 
stores. It’s an accident no mat-
ter how you look at it, but it 
ruined the community. I’ve 
lived here 40 years, four gen-
erations of my family, so have 
a lot of people. It sucks, because 
now you have nothing. It was 
a good place to come quick to 
get something from the deli, a 

quick slice of pizza, you needed 
a gallon of milk , Everything 
was convenient. City Coun-
cilman Rory I. Lancman (D-
Hillcrest),who grew up in the 
neighborhood, said he intends 
to do everything possible to 
help the businesses affected by 
the fire. 

“My heart goes out to the 
business owners who lost their 
livelihood in the devastating 
fire in Kew Gardens Hills, 
and my thoughts are with the 
brave first responders who 
were injured,” he said. “These 
shops have been staples in the 
community, and grabbing a 
slice of pizza after school at PS 
164 was a highlight for me then 
— and for many decades after. 
Countless memories are inter-
twined with these businesses 
and this loss hits home for so 
many of us. “

He added, “The road ahead 
will no doubt be a tough one, 
but my office is working with 
the New York City Department 
of Small Business Service to 
help them connect with the 
business owners and offer as-
sistance during this tough 
time.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

to fruition,” McEneaney said. 
“I was encouraged by the pro-
fessionalism and the substance 
of the meeting. I would still 
like for the TAC (committee) 
recommendations to be more 
specific and go a little further. 
Queens Quiet Skies submitted 
about 20 suggestions for miti-
gating noise around LaGuar-
dia Airport, and we would 
like to see some of those get 
[adopted].”

The Part 150 Technical Ad-
visory Committee has mem-
bership picked by the Port 
Authority for each community 
to get input on drawing noise 
maps in affected areas. 

“We’re seeing movement 
on the part of the FAA where 
there was never movement 
before,” McEneaney said, at-
tributing the progress to the 
nationwide group of people 
influenced by Queens Quiet 
Skies who object to airplane 
noise, which has increased in 

many parts of the country. 
A Freedom of Information 

request made by Queens Quiet 
Skies to the Port Authority 
found in September that flight 
patterns of commercial jets 
making the climb above north-
east Queens during departure 
from LaGuardia Airport 
have increased and account 
for about 15 percent of the all 
traffic to and from the interna-
tional hub.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Vice President of 
Queens Quiet Skies Brian Will 
presented the findings about 
runway usage data for La-
Guardia Airport, which Will 
extrapolated himself.

“Northeast Queens in 2002 
had 57,000 departures over 
it. By 2016, we are on pace for 
100,000 departures. That’s 
nearly a doubling of the depar-
tures over this neighborho od,” 
Will said, referring specifi-
cally to Jackson Heights and 
Woodside, which have seen a 
seven-fold increase in fly-overs 
within that period of time. 
“This is just staggering for me 

and we’re getting it straight 
from the Port Authority.”

The data from Port Author-
ity points out that northeast 
Queens is affected by traffic 
from runway 13 of LaGuardia 
Airport. Two main departures 
routes, the TNNIS Climb and 
the Whitestone Climb, bring 
high levels of noise to the 
borough. Northeast Queens 
climbs accounted for just un-
der half the departures from 
LaGuardia in 2014.

“For a long time, the FAA 
just said either we’re wrong 
or it’s not happening or just 
ignore it or live with it,” McE-
neaney said. “In the very be-
ginning they said ‘we don’t 
have to talk to you–this is 
a government agency.’ And 
we’re now at the point, four 
plus years later, where they’re 
not only talking to us, they’re 
listening to us.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Quiet Skies

A Queens Quiet Skies leader annonces progress in the struggle to mitigate airplane noise throughout the 
borough.                  Photo by Michael Shain

Continued from Page 1 

Fire

Continued from Page 9 

Bike ferry

Continued from Page 1 

First baby

Continued from Page 8 

Whitestone















TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 6–12, 2017 51  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_1-6-17

discount!discount!10% 20% OR

YOUR EARNED
Time toTime to redeemredeem

REDEMPTION 
PERIOD:

1/6/17 - 1/19/17

��������	
���
���
���

3/$12 $188

$1499

Pepsi or
Mist Twst
12 Pack

Wise
Potato
Chips

Modelo
12 Pack

Doritos
Tortilla Chips or

Smartfood
Popcorn

5-7 Oz Bag ... Assorted
(Excludes: Popcorn & Cheese Doodles)

144 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Especial Cans

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

9.5-11.5 Oz Bag ... Assorted

4.5-10.5 Oz Bag ... Assorted

2/$5

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

144 Fl Oz Pkg 12 Oz ... Assorted Lipton, Mug, Mtn. Dew, 
Schweppes, Crush, Hawaiian Punch, 

Crisco
Oil

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

$599
With Club Card. 

Limit 2 Offers.

20 Lb Bag
Parboiled

Key Food
Rice

$799

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Barilla
Pasta

12-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Manicotti, Lasagne, 
Jumbo Shells, Gluten Free,
Collezione & Plus)

4/$5
Arnold
Country
Bread

24 Oz Bag
Assorted

$199 HALF
PRICE!

15-16.3 Oz Jar
Creamy, Crunchy or
Simply Ground: Original or
Honey Roasted

Peter Pan
Peanut Butter

3/$5

Tuttorosso
Tomatoes

28 Oz Can
Assorted

5/$5
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

Nestle 
Pure Life
Water
24 Pack

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg ... Half  Liter Btls

$399
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Nabisco
Oreo
Cookies

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Keebler
Export Soda
Crackers

28 Oz Can

$399

Tide 
Laundry
Detergent

$1099

75-100 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted Liquid

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

14 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Gelato or

2/$6

8.5-10.38 Oz Box
Assorted

Lean Cuisine
Favorites

5/$10

$899

20 Roll Pack ... 1000 Sheets or
24 Double Roll Pack

Marcal
Bath
Tissue

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... First Cut

Bone-In
Sliced

Chuck
Steaks

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts Perdue 

Chicken Breast
Nuggets

Swai
Fillet

$199
lb. 99¢

lb.

$299
lb.

$199
lb.

$199
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Pork
Spareribs

Perdue
Chicken
Drumsticks
or Thighs

Fresh
Whole

Grade A Fresh 12 Oz Pkg ... Fully Cooked: Breast Cutlets,
Spicy Cutlets, Popcorn Bites,
Original Breast Strips or 
Dino Shape, With Cheese or Original

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

$1199

3-6 Feet ... Made To Order 
Italian or American

Giant
Party Hero

Sandwiches Made With Boar’s Head Products Priced Slightly Higher.
Please Give 2 Days Notice For All Heros & Platters.
See Our Deli Manager For Details.
Ask About Our Catering Menu For Your Special Event.

Breaded
Chicken 
Tenders

Fully Cooked: Regular, Homestyle, 
Buffalo or Honey BBQ

$599
lb.

YOUR 
CHOICE!

$399

22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
No Sugar Added: Pumpkin, 
Sweet Potato or 

Coconut 
Custard
Pies

Glenrock
Ham

$599
Sliced To Orderlb.

Reduced Sodium

Seeded

3 Lb Gift Box
Large ... Premium

6 Oz Cont

By The Head

2 Lb Bag ... US #1

Red ... Ripe

5 Oz Clamshell
Assorted

Red Globe
Grapes

Yellow
Onions

Plum
Tomatoes

$149
lb.

$399 $29999¢ 2/$5
Key Food
Muenster
Cheese

$499
Sliced To Orderlb.

Traditional or Flavored

Tyson
Rotisserie
Chickens

$599
ea.

Cole Slaw, Macaroni or

Potato
Salad

$249
*Available In Our 
Service Deli

YOUR
CHOICE!

lb.

Great Snacking Cheese!
Store Cut ... Imported

Red Wax
Gouda

$599
lb. Sold By The Piece

Progresso
Vegetable 
Classics 
Soup

18-19 Oz Can ... Assorted

3/$3
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

Bounty 
Paper
Towels

8 Roll Pack 
White: Regular or Select A Size

$799
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

Per Foot

12-16 Oz Pkg 
Assorted
Sugardale
Bacon

$399

Family PackFamily Pack Jumbo Pack

8 Oz Can
Low Sodium or Regular

Goya
Tomato 
Sauce

6/$2Goya
Beans

4/$3

15.5 Oz Can
Regular: Red Kidney, Black, 
Pink, Small Red, Chick Pea, 
Roman, White, Dark Kidney 
or Pinto 
(Exculdes: Low Sodium)

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

Chef Boyardee
Pasta

10/$10

14.5-15 Oz Can
Assorted Overstuffed, 
Big, Jumbo or Regular
(Excludes Whole Grains)

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Capatriti
Olive 
Oil

68 Fl Oz Can
100% Pure

$999

With Club Card. 
Limit 1 Offer.

4 Lb Bag ... Granulated
(Excludes: Canister)

Domino 
Sugar

$199

15 Roll Pack

Marcal
Paper 
Towels

$799
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

5.25-12 Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
(Excludes: Garlic Quinoa 
Burger & Breakfast 
Sandwich)

MorningStar Farms
Full Line
Sale !

2/$7

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Kool-Aid
Jammers

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack 
Assorted

2/$4

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

Apple & Eve
Apple
Juice

2/$4

16-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

Ragu
Pasta Sauce

2/$3

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

$199

lb.

$399

99¢99¢
lb.

Dole
Salads

Tropical
Mangos

99¢
ea.

Hass
Avocados

$299

4 Count Bag

Sundia
Fruit Cups

5/$5

7 Oz Cont
Assorted

Bagu
Clementines

4 Lb Bag
California ... Jumbo

Navel
Oranges

$299

Fresh
Blackberries Earthbound Farm

Organic
Salads

Giorgio
White
Mushrooms

$299

16 Oz Pkg
Whole or Sliced

Dole
Iceberg Lettuce or

YOUR
CHOICE!

MIX &
MATCH!

Low Sodium

Boar’s Head
Turkey or
Classic Chicken 
Breast

$799
Sliced To Orderlb.

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Sabra
Organic
Hummus

Stacy’s
Pita Chips

13 Oz Cont ... Traditional, Roasted Garlic or 
Roasted Red Pepper

18 Oz Bag
Parmesan Garlic & Herb,
Simply Naked or Multi Grain

$499

$599

CHEESE OF 
THE MONTH!

Sale
Dates

Jan
Fri.

6
Sat.

7
Jan

Sun.

8
Jan

Mon.

9
Jan

Thurs.

12
Jan

Tues
Jan

10
Wed
Jan

11

5-12 Oz Bag ... 50/50 Blend, Arugula, Baby Spinach,
Butter Bliss, Field Greens, Hearts of  Romaine, 

Italian, Premium Romaine, Mediterranean, 
Spring Mix or Very Veggie or 

11-12 Oz Bag ... Regular or Light Caesar Kits

Cut From The Leg
Thin Sliced for Scallopini

Veal
Leg Cutlets

$799
lb.

Sliced

Spareribs
for Riblets

$299
lb.

USDA Choice ... Fresh
Blade Bone

American
Shoulder
Lamb Chops

$499
lb.Family Pack
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