
BY BILL PARRY

Astoria residents will have 
new transit options this year 
with Citywide Ferry Service ar-
riving at Hallets Point in June 
and Citi Bike expanding north 
from Long Island City before 
the end of 2017. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced last week that Citi 
Bike had set a new ridership re-
cord in 2016 of nearly 14 million 
trips, shattering the record set 
in 2015 by more than 4 million.

“In 2016, we fulfilled our 
pledge to grow Citi Bike,”  de 
Blasio said, “further cementing 
its reputation as the nation’s 
largest popular bike-share pro-
gram. With more Brooklyn and 
Queens neighborhoods slated to 
get bikes in 2017, we can expect 
great things.”

Citi Bike now regularly 
serves more than 60,000 trips a 
day, putting it on par with taxis 
and the Staten Island Ferry.

“When we first invested in 
New York’s bike-share program 
in 2012, our capital allowed a 

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo presented 
a sweeping “vision plan” to trans-
form JFK International Airport for 
the 21st century. 

Based on the recommendations 

of the Governor’s Airport Advisory 
Panel, the $10 billion proposal lays 
out a comprehensive, airport-wide 
framework to expand and connect 
terminals with world-class ame-
nities, expand taxiways to reduce 
ground delays, and improve road 

and mass-transit access to meet 
projected growth in demand.

JFK welcomes more interna-
tional passengers to the United 
States than any other airport in 
the country, and served a record 
60 million passengers overall in 

2016. That number is expected to 
grow dramatically over the com-
ing years, to 75 million by 2030 and 
100 million by 2050, but the current 
airport will reach capacity by the 
mid-2020s. And for each million 
passengers that JFK fails to accom-
modate, the region loses nearly $140 
million in wages, $400 million in 
sales, and 2,500 jobs, according to 
the governor’s office.

“New York never backs down 
from a challenge, rather we step 
up to take on the ambitious proj-
ects that are often thought to be 
impossible. That’s exactly what 
transforming JFK International 
Airport is all about,” Cuomo said. 
“Our vision calls for the creation 
of a unified, interconnected airport 
that changes the passenger experi-
ence and makes the airport much 
easier to access and navigate. We 
are New York, and we remember 
the bravado that built this state in 
the first place, and that is the atti-
tude that will take JFK and turn it 
into the 21st-century airport that 
we deserve.”

The redesign of JFK is the lat-
est in a string of massive infra-
structure projects in New York 
City tackled by Cuomo after the $8 
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On New Year’s Day, several thousand Hindus gather at the Hindu Temple Society in Flushing to make offerings of 
fruit and flowers to the deities. Above, a priest collects the bags from the congregants for blessing and discusses 
with each what kind of good fortune they are looking for in the upcoming year.   Photo by Michael Shain 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Ocean Bay Apartments, a NYCHA development 
in the Rockaways, will benefit from more than $200 
million in state-issued bonds to pay for necessary re-
pairs, including new roofs, heating systems, eleva-

Ocean Bay Apartments 
set for major repairs

BY MARK HALLUM

A Hollis Hills shop owner 
picked up a winning Lot-
tery ticket at his own store 
and will be raking in more 
than $200,000 annually, but 
he seems to be enjoying his 
windfall by not going to work 

anymore.
Ajit Rana, a Long Island 

City resident and proprietor 
of Bayside Supply Smoke 
Shop at 22411 Union Tpke., 
could not be reached for com-
ment and was not at the store 
during two recent visits.

A man behind the coun-

ter summed it all up: “He 
doesn’t come in anymore.”  
But he confirmed that Rana 
owned a portion of the shop.

According to the New 
York Lottery, Rana pur-
chased his Cash4Life ticket 
the night of the Nov. 11 draw-

Ajit Rana drew a winning lottery ticket 
from his own Hollis Hills store, winning 
$200,000 a year for the rest of his life. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Cuomo unveils plan for JFK
Proposal includes interconnected terminals, improved road access, expanded mass transit

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10
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Bayside shopkeeper wins Cash4Life

BREAKING IN THE NEW YEAR

Astoria to get 
ferry service 
plus Citi Bike
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Blaze destroys 14 Kew Garden Hills businesses
BY GINA MARTINEZ

“This was the lifeline of 
the neighborhood — now 
where are you going to go? 
asked longtime Kew Gar-
dens Hills resident Jimmy J. 
F. as he stared at the burned-
out block of mom-and-pop 
stores.

A five-alarm fire de-
stroyed 14 businesses in Kew 
Gardens Hills right before 
the new year, FDNY offi-
cials said, as the flames tore 
through an entire block on 
Vleigh Place and gutted the 
neighborhood’s central shop-
ping strip.

The blaze began at 6:30 
p.m. last Friday and was not 
brought under control until 
midnight, Nearly 200 fire-
fighters were on the scene, 
with four of them sustaining 
minor injuries, FDNY said. 
No civilians were injured in 
the fire, officials said.

The cause of the inferno 
was still under investigation, 
but officials said they did not 
consider the fire suspicious. 

The raging flames oblit-

erated the block of small 
businesses, including a law 
office, a pizzeria, a dry clean-
ers and a bakery, between 
76th Road and 77th Avenue 

“Here we are, it’s a holi-
day weekend, and 14 people 
lose their business,” FDNY 

Chief of Department James 
Leonard said the day of the 
fire.  . “Sometimes that’s lost 
in the excitement of the fire. 
Think about all these busi-
ness owners, people who 
work in these stores, and 
even the impact on the neigh-

borhood, for all these people 
who shop in these stores, 
that’s the real tragedy.”

Several days after the 
fire a shocked man stood be-
hind the construction fence 
put up around the burned 
storefronts and looked at 

the wreckage in disbelief. 
“I shopped here before at this 
bakery” he said Tuesday.“It’s 
so unbelievable, I feel really 
bad for the owner. I used to 
buy bread here.” 

Jimmy J.F  has lived in 
the area for over 40 years. He 
said the fire was a huge loss 
to the community. 

“It’s the first time any-
thing like this ever hap-
pened around here,” he said. 
“It wiped out 14 stores. It’s an 
accident no matter how you 
look at it, but it ruined the 
community. I’ve lived here 
40 years, four generations 
of my family, so have a lot 
of people. It sucks, because 
now you have nothing. It was 
a good place to come quick 
to get something from the 
deli, a quick slice of pizza, 
you needed a gallon of milk , 
Everything was convenient. 
City Councilman Rory I. 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest),who 
grew up in the neighbor-
hood, said he intends to do 
everything possible to help 
the businesses affected by 
the fire. 

“My heart goes out to 
the business owners who 
lost their livelihood in the 
devastating fire in Kew 
Gardens Hills, and my 
thoughts are with the brave 
first responders who were 
injured,” he said. “These 
shops have been staples in 
the community, and grab-
bing a slice of pizza after 
school at PS 164 was a high-
light for me then — and 
for many decades after. 
Countless memories are in-
tertwined with these busi-
nesses and this loss hits 
home for so many of us. “

He added, “The road 
ahead will no doubt be a 
tough one, but my office 
is working with the New 
York City Department of 
Small Business Service to 
help them connect with the 
business owners and of-
fer assistance during this 
tough time.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
unveiled a new proposal 
at LaGuardia Community 
College Tuesday that would 
make SUNY and CUNY col-
lege tuition free for nearly 
a million families making 
less than $125,000 a year. 
With Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders at his side, Cuomo 
announced his new Excel-
sior Scholarship program to 
alleviate the crushing bur-
den of student debt.

“A college education is not 
a luxury — it is an absolute 
necessity for any chance at 
economic mobility, and with 
these first-in-the-nation Ex-
celsior Scholarships, we’re 
providing the opportunity 
for New Yorkers to succeed, 
no matter what zip code 
they come from and with-
out the anchor of student 
debt weighing them down,” 
Cuomo said. “New York is 
making a major investment 

in our greatest asset — our 
people — and supporting 
the dreams and ambitions 
of those who want a better 
life and are willing to work 
hard for it.”

Sanders, who pushed 
for free tuition nationwide 
during his presidential bid, 
called Cuomo’s program 
“revolutionary” and urged 
state legislators to approve 
the plan and make it a model 
for the rest of the nation. 

“If we are going to do jus-
tice to the working families 
of this country, to the low-in-
come families, if we are go-
ing to have an economy that 
creates jobs, we must have 
the best-educated workforce 
in the world,” Sanders said. 
“Our job is to encourage ev-
ery person in this country 
to get all the education he or 
she can, not to punish them 
for getting that education.”

In 2015, the average stu-
dent loan debt in New York 
was $29,320. If approved, 

the Excelsior Scholarship 
program will work by sup-
plementing existing aid ini-
tiatives such as the Tuition 
Assistance Program, which 
provides nearly $1 billion in 
grants to students statewide, 

and federal aid.
The plan is expected to 

cost about $163 million a 
year when fully implement-
ed by 2019. Cuomo plans to 
institute the program in 
stages, beginning by offer-

ing it to families making up 
to $100,000 starting in the 
fall of 2017, increasing to 
$110,000 in 2018, and reach-
ing $125,000 in 2019.

“College is a mandatory 
step if you really want to 
be a success,” Cuomo said. 
“And this society should say 
we’re going to pay for college 
because you need college to 
be successful. Other coun-
tries have done it. It’s time 
this country catches up.”

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), rank-
ing member of the Higher 
Education Committee, spon-
sored a similar bill in 2015.

“In today’s world, col-
lege has become not a 
privilege, but a necessary 
step for working individu-
als of all fields,” Stavisky 
said. “Unfortunately, col-
lege comes with a price 
tag that few can afford 
without burdensome 
loans. The proposal pre-
sented by Gov. Cuomo and 

supported by Sen. Bernie 
Sanders is an important 
step toward equal ac-
cess to higher education. 
While families who make 
less than $125,000 will be 
able to send their chil-
dren to SUNY and CUNY 
school for free, we must 
also ensure no hikes are 
implemented on students 
who are paying tuition 
to off-set the costs. Last 
year, we were able to se-
cure a tuition freeze for 
public college and univer-
sity students — a trend I 
would like to see continue. 
I congratulate and thank 
the governor for his com-
mitment to higher educa-
tion and I look forward to 
working with him to bet-
ter our state’s higher edu-
cation system.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

A five-alarm fire gutted 14 mom-and-pop businesses on a single block in Kew Garden Hills.  
Photo by Michael Shain

Cuomo proposes plan for free college tuition

Sen. Bernie Sanders (l) calls Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s plan for free 
college tuition “revolutionary” during its unveiling at LaGuardia 
Community College. Courtesy of Governor’s office/Kevin P. Coughlin
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718-263-0136
Learn more at 

www.drhleap.com

Carlos Hleap, M.D.
OBGYN - FACOG 

Announcing

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

110-34 70TH ROAD

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

Servicing the community for over 20 YEARS!

Monday & Thursday 10am-7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 1pm-6pm 
Sunday 12-4pm

718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY

DINETTE 
& FURNITURE CENTER

STORE CLOSING!STORE CLOSING!

CHAIRS
$10 and up!

STOOLS
$25 and up!

TABLES
$75 and up!

PRICES SLASHED!

LAST 3 WEEKS!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

As New York City an-
nounced a grim milestone 
in the number of drug 
overdose deaths in the 
city in 2016, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo unveiled a volley 
of new reforms aimed at 
curtailing the number of 
overdose deaths, includ-
ing a requirement for 
health insurance plans to 
cover treatment services 
for addicted New York-
ers.

New York City project-
ed that overdose deaths 
in the city would exceed 
1,000 for the first time 
on record in the city. The 
city Department of Health 
said the jump in fatalities 
was driven by increased 
use of fentanyl, an opioid 
often mixed with heroin. 
It is frequently mixed 
with cocaine or oft-abused 
pharmaceuticals.

The DOH could not re-
lease 2016 drug overdose 
numbers for the borough 
of Queens as of press 
time, but the department 
did see a substantial up-
tick halfway through the 
year. By the end of the 
first half of 2016, overdose 
deaths in Queens stood at 
104, while the total for the 
entirety of 2015 was 144. 
Borough totals in Man-
hattan and Staten Island 
from the first half of 2016 
also nearly matched their 
entire yearly totals from 
2015. The DOH also found 
a massive uptick in the 
presence of fentanyl in 
overdose deaths from the 
start of 2015 to the second 
quarter of 2016.

The new mandates en-
acted by the state sprang 
from legislation Cuomo 
signed in June 2016 and 
went into effect Jan. 1. The 
law includes a require-
ment for insurers to cover 
inpatient services for ad-
dicted patients if needed, 
and restricts insurers 
from conducting utiliza-
tion reviews  until after 
14 days of treatment. The 
reviews would let insur-
ers analyze and approve 

requests for treatment. 
Now, insurers cannot re-
quire approval prior to 
emergency use of drug 
treatment medications 
such as buprenorphine 
and injected naltrexone, 
and must now also adhere 
to state-approved criteria 
to determine appropriate 
coverage for drug abuse 
treatment. Insurers must 
also cover the costs of 
naloxone, which can be 
used to reverse the imme-
diate effects of an over-
dose.

“With these landmark 
reforms fully enacted, we 
have removed artificial 
barriers that prevented 
New Yorkers from receiv-
ing the help they need 
and put into place new 
safeguards to get these 
drugs off the street,” Gov. 
Cuomo said about the re-
forms.

The DOH also stressed 
that patients in the midst 
of a potentially fatal over-
dose could be saved by 
using naloxone, and New 
Yorkers can receive train-

ing in how to appropriate-
ly use it. The medication 
is available free of charge 
from overdose prevention 
programs, according to 
the DOH, and can be pur-
chased at participating 
pharmacies throughout 
the city. 

Interested New York-
ers can visit nyc.gov and 
search “overdose preven-
tion” to learn more about 
local prevention programs 
or participating pharma-
cies, the DOH said. The 
new insurance regula-
tions pertain to small and 
large group plans alike, 
and pertains to all plans 
regulated by the state’s 
Department of Financial 
Services. People seeking 
more information can 
call the DFS at 1 (800) 342-
3736 or dfs.gov.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

New state drug reforms 
combat overdose spikes

New York City’s Department of Health projects drug overdose 
deaths will exceed 1,000 in the city in 2016. 

Photo by Sue Ogrocki/AP



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 8, 2017

5

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
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ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

Queens Quiet Skies says noise talks progressing
BY MARK HALLUM

Queens Quiet Skies Pres-
ident Janet McEneaney told 
the Community Board 11 
meeting Tuesday that talks 
between her organization, 
the FAA and Port Author-
ity to reduce airplane noise 
over the borough have im-
proved since they began in 
2012 and progress is under-
way to bring relief to resi-
dents.

McEneaney represented 
Queens Quiet Skies at the 
Dec. 15 meeting of the La-
Guardia Part 150 Technical 
Advisory Committee, which 
includes industry and gov-
ernment representatives as 
well as elected officials.

She wrote in the Quiet 
Skies newsletter Dec. 18 the 
FAA plans to mitigate noise 
by paying to insulate houses 
or redirecting flight paths 
within zones defined by the  
65 DNL  standard, which de-
fines the level at which air-
plane noise is incompatible 
with residential neighbor-

hoods.
The 65 DNL contour over 

Queens is small and covers 
mainly Willets Point, she 
said, but she was optimistic 
talks are moving in their di-
rection.

“Some of the things 
we’ve asked for are start-
ing to come to fruition,” 
McEneaney said. “I was 
encouraged by the profes-
sionalism and the substance 
of the meeting. I would still 
like for the TAC (commit-
tee) recommendations to be 
more specific and go a little 
further. Queens Quiet Skies 
submitted about 20 sugges-
tions for mitigating noise 
around LaGuardia Airport, 
and we would like to see 
some of those get [adopted].”

The Part 150 Techni-
cal Advisory Committee 
has membership picked by 
the Port Authority for each 
community to get input on 
drawing noise maps in af-
fected areas. 

“We’re seeing movement 
on the part of the FAA where 

there was never movement 
before,” McEneaney said, at-
tributing the progress to the 
nationwide group of people 
influenced by Queens Quiet 
Skies who object to airplane 

noise, which has increased 
in many parts of the coun-
try. 

A Freedom of Infor-
mation request made by 
Queens Quiet Skies to the 

Port Authority found in Sep-
tember that flight patterns 
of commercial jets making 
the climb above northeast 
Queens during departure 
from LaGuardia Airport 
have increased and account 
for about 15 percent of the all 
traffic to and from the inter-
national hub.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Vice President 
of Queens Quiet Skies Brian 
Will presented the findings 
about runway usage data for 
LaGuardia Airport, which 
Will extrapolated himself.

“Northeast Queens in 
2002 had 57,000 departures 
over it. By 2016, we are on 
pace for 100,000 departures. 
That’s nearly a doubling 
of the departures over this 
neighborho od,” Will said, re-
ferring specifically to Jack-
son Heights and Woodside, 
which have seen a seven-fold 
increase in fly-overs within 
that period of time. “This 
is just staggering for me 
and we’re getting it straight 
from the Port Authority.”

The data from Port 
Authority points out that 
northeast Queens is af-
fected by traffic from run-
way 13 of LaGuardia Air-
port. Two main departures 
routes, the TNNIS Climb 
and the Whitestone Climb, 
bring high levels of noise 
to the borough. Northeast 
Queens climbs accounted 
for just under half the de-
partures from LaGuardia 
in 2014.

“For a long time, the 
FAA just said either we’re 
wrong or it’s not happening 
or just ignore it or live with 
it,” McEneaney said. “In 
the very beginning they 
said ‘we don’t have to talk 
to you–this is a government 
agency.’ And we’re now at 
the point, four plus years 
later, where they’re not 
only talking to us, they’re 
listening to us.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

A Queens Quiet Skies leader announces progress in the 
struggle to mitigate airplane noise throughout the borough. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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Police search for driver 
in Conduit hit-and-run

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A St. Albans man was 

killed in a hit-and-run 
incident in Springfield 
Gardens that occurred 
only a few hours into 
the new year, and police 
were seeking information 
about the driver of the 
vehicle that was caught 
by a surveillance camera 
speeding away from the 
scene.

At about 2:30 a.m. Jan. 
1, police received reports 
of a pedestrian who was 
struck at the corner of 
Rockaway Boulevard and 
South Conduit Avenue. 
Officers from the 105th 
Precinct responded to the 
scene and found Thomas 
Bradley Jr., 52, lying on 
the ground unconscious 
and unresponsive, ac-
cording to the NYPD. He 
had severe injuries to his 
body, police said.

Emergency medical 
workers responded and 
pronounced Bradley dead 
at the scene, police said. 
The NYPD said that its 
investigation led to sus-
picions that a vehicle had 
been traveling eastbound 
on South Conduit Avenue 
when it hit Bradley, who 
had been trying to cross 
the street. After striking 
Bradley, the vehicle sped 
away, f leeing the scene of 
the incident, according to 
police.

The NYPD subse-
quently released video 
and photographs of a ve-

hicle police suspect may 
have been involved in 
Bradley’s death. The car 
in question is a red Ford 
Mustang. Police said the 
video indicated the car 
had damage on its front 
passenger side and was 
missing the front passen-
ger side window. 

There had been no ar-
rests as of press time, 
police said, and the in-
vestigation was being 
conducted by the NYPD’s 
Collision Investigation 
Squad.

The Daily News re-
ported that the collision 
knocked Bradley at least 
20 feet from the crosswalk 
where he was struck, and 
an eyewitness told the 
paper he had seen a car 
“racing” at the site. The 
stretch on South Conduit 
Avenue was often used 

as a spot for drag racing, 
according to a Facebook 
posting from an individu-
al who used to work in a 
hotel along the street. 

Bradley lives on 200th 
Street in St. Albans, ac-
cording to the NYPD. 
Bradley’s family told NY1 
he was celebrating New 
Year’s with family on the 
night of the incident, and 
said he was a kind man.

“He was good guy, a 
real good guy. He’ll give 
you the shirt off his back, 
that’s true,” the victim’s 
brother told NY1.

The news of the hit-
and-run came as City 
Councilman Ydannis Ro-
driguez (D-Manhattan), 
head of the Council’s 
Transportation Commit-
tee, is pushing for a spe-
cial fund to offer rewards 
to individuals who give 
information leading to 
the arrest of hit-and-run 
drivers. Police encour-
age anyone with any in-
formation about Brad-
ley’s death or the vehicle 
shown in the video to call 
the NYPD Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1 (800) 577-TIPS 
or to submit tips online at 
www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com. All tips would be 
strictly confidential, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) announced a re-
sponse from the state Dept. 
of Transportation regarding 
his request for the agency 
to repair entrance and exit 
ramps on the Grand Central 
Parkway and the Clearview 
Expressway. According 
to the DOT, Exit 1 off the 
Clearview Expressway go-
ing southbound  which con-
nects to the Grand Central 
Parkway headed eastbound, 
and the entrance and exit 
ramps to the Clearview Ex-
pressway at 188th Street will 
be refurbished.

“I am thrilled to an-
nounce that these entrance 
and exit ramps will be re-
paired and repaved in the 
new year. I want to thank 
the New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation for 
evaluating these areas, as 
well as for assuring me that 
this work will be completed 
in the coming year. These 
repairs are necessary for the 
thousands of drivers who use 
the aforementioned ramps 
on a daily basis, and I am 
glad to see our infrastruc-
ture receive the attention it 
deserves,” Avella said.

Constituents have been 
requesting the repairs 
through Avella’s office for an 
extended period of time.

“The ramps needed par-
tial or total repavement for 
what we would estimate is 
nearing a decade,” Avella 

spokesman Conner Quinn 
said. “What happens is state 
DOT gives the city money to 
fix the highways and they do 
that, but they almost always 
forget about the ramps. That 
is why Sen, Avella is thank-
ful that the state is taking 
the time to work on these 
ramps.”

The Bayside senator has 
a long history grappling 
with the city DOT to follow 
through with requests for 
improved road conditions 
throughout his district. 
Avella expressed frustration 
with the agency in Septem-
ber when his latest request 
for an all-way stop sign at the 
intersections of 23rd Avenue 
and Corporal Kennedy Street 
as well as the intersection of 
23rd Avenue and 211th Street 
was rejected by the DOT.

Then in October, Avella 
stood with residents of Bay-
side Towne House Condo 

complex at 18-66 Corporal 
Kennedy St. to pressure the 
city branch of the agency 
to build a sound barrier 
along part of the Clearview 
Expressway running the 
length of the neighborhood. 
Noise complaints and pollu-
tion concerns were among 
resident vexations. Accord-
ing to DOT, however, sound 
barriers are only construct-
ed during times when major 
work on roads is underway 
or entirely new roads are be-
ing built.

As for the freeway ramps 
approved Dec. 28, the Exit 1 
project has been slated for 
completion by the new year 
while the 188th Street por-
tion will be completed by the 
end of 2017.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

DOT to repair ramps on 
Grand Central, Clearview

The city Dept. of Transportation says neglected ramps on 
Clearview Expressway and Grand Central Parkway will be repaved. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

St. Albans man 
Thomas Bradley 

Jr., 52, was 
pronounced dead 

at the scene 
in Springfi eld 

Gardens
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
      myfatlossexpert.com 

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

ing and came into the store 
to find people talking about 
the winning ticket being sold 
at his shop. 

“I thought to myself, ‘I 
wonder if it’s me?’” he said. 
“I checked my tickets and 
couldn’t believe what I was 
seeing. I was just in shock.”

After discovering he was 
the lucky winner, Rana im-
mediately called his wife 
— who exercised a healthy 
amount of skepticism.

“She thought I was jok-
ing,” he recalled. “So I went 
home and showed her the 
ticket. We just kept checking 
the numbers over and over 
again. We were both just to-
tally surprised!”

Cash4Life winners do 
not receive their prize in 
one lump sum. The lottery 
awards them $1,000 a day 
which is delivered once a 
year in a  check totaling 
$227,410. 

The winning numbers for 
the Nov. 11 Cash4Life draw-
ing were 8-11-37-41-54 Cash 
Ball 4.

Rana, 44, told the New 

York Lottery he has yet to de-
cide what he will do with his 
winnings, but he does know 
he is interested in buying a 
house. 

The weekly lottery player 
also plans to take the oppor-
tunity to visit his family in 
India, according to the New 
York Daily News.

Yolanda Vega, a member 
of the New York Lottery’s on-
camera draw team, handed 
Rana a giant check Dec. 29 at 
news conference authenticat-
ing his status as a rich man, 
the Daily News reported.

The New York Lottery 
gave $1,241,108,424 in revenue 
from ticket sales to schools 
throughout the five boroughs 
during fiscal year 2015-2016 
through the Lottery Aid To 
Education program. Contri-
butions are made regularly 
and by the same statutory 
formula which determines 
where state funds to schools 
will be invested, directing 
more largess to districts 
with a higher proportion of 
lower-income families.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Lotto
tors and security systems.

The repairs for Ocean 
Bay are the first phase in the 
city’s Permanent Affordabil-
ity Commitment Together 
Program, which implements 
the federal government’s 
Rental Assistance Demon-
stration program to ensure 
that NYCHA retains owner-
ship of the Ocean Bay prop-
erties and that they remain 
affordable. 

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Arverne) 
said the repairs are long 
overdue and lauded the fed-
eral program that spurred 
them.

“For years, residents 
have complained to our of-
fice about deteriorating and 
crumbling infrastructure 
due to declining investment 
in public housing,” Richards 
said. “RAD will finally ad-
dress these longstanding is-
sues, while also creating eco-
nomic opportunities for local 
residents in the Rockaways.”

Ocean Bay Apartments 
in Arverne is home to more 
than 3,700 residents in 24 

different buildings. It was 
constructed in the early 
1960s and suffered extensive 
damage in Hurricane Sandy, 
according to NYCHA. The 
agency said the buildings 
needed a full upgrade of el-
evator machinery as well 
as new boilers and heating 
systems. Each unit would be 
renovated to repair kitchens 
and bathrooms.

The state-issued bonds 

were agreed upon in a last-
minute session Dec. 28 held 
by the three-person Public 
Authorities Control Board. 
NYCHA first applied to the 
federal Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
for funding in 2013, and the 
agreement granted NYCHA 
a $43 million immediate allo-
cation, which meant it would 
not have an operating deficit 
at the close of the year. 

“As someone who was 
literally born in public 
housing, I know firsthand 
how critically important 
these apartments are to 
thousands of New York-
ers who need an afford-
able place to live,” said 
state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park). 
“I commend NYCHA for 
its diligence in finding 
new funding sources to 
supplement its budget and 
working with the federal 
government to facilitate 
this public-private part-
nership.”

NYCHA said that with-
out this outside funding, 
the repairs would have 
had to be done piecemeal 
as the agency could only 
afford them as part of its 
regular annual budget — a 
process that would take as 
long as 20 years. However, 
the new funding means all 
new construction and re-
pairs should be complete 
within three years.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Ocean Bay

Ocean Bay Apartments in the Rockaways will benefit from hun-
dreds of millions in repairs and new construction, NYCHA recently 
announced. Google Earth
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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small business with big 
dreams to launch the 
largest privately funded 
bike share program in 
the world,” said Marga-
ret Anadu, the managing 
director of the Urban In-
vestment Group at Gold-
man Sachs. “We doubled 
down on Citi Bike in 2014 
with additional financ-
ing to facilitate expan-
sion of the system and are 
delighted to see the pro-
gram hit this incredible 
milestone. The program 
has created quality jobs, 
promoted economic devel-
opment, and changed the 
way many New Yorkers 
and visitors experience 
this amazing city.”

The New York City 
Economic Development 
Corporation released new 
data as well, showing 
that ridership on the East 
River Ferry reached an 
all-time high in 2016 with 
a total of 1,584,149 trips, 
an increase of 8 percent 
over 2015. In addition to 
the expansion to Astoria, 

new landings will open 
in Rockaway and Gantry 
Plaza State Park in the 
summer.

“This growing demand 
is one of the reasons we’re 
expanding ferry service 
citywide in 2017,” said 
EDC President Maria 
Torres-Springer. “More 
and more New Yorkers 
are looking to our wa-
terways to get to work 
or school, and that’s led 
to increased East River 

Ferry ridership for the 
fourth year in a row.”

Citywide Ferry Ser-
vice operator Hornblower 
is preparing to transition 
the East River Ferry Ser-
vice into the larger City-
wide Ferry system this 
summer. The price of a 
ferry ride will be reduced 
from $4 weekday fares 
and $6 weekend fares to 
$2.75 — the same cost as a 
subway ride.

“There’s a tremendous 

wave of excitement build-
ing as we gear up to offer 
more connections and more 
convenience than ever be-
fore once Citywide Ferry 
by Hornblower launches 
this summer,” said Cam-
eron Clark, Hornblower 
vice president and project 
manager. “Once the tran-
sition into Citywide Ferry 
Service is complete, East 
River Ferry’s record rid-
ership will have a record 
number of routes to con-
nect in order to ‘Work, Live 
and Play’ across Brooklyn, 
Manhattan, Queens and 
the Bronx.”

When the system is 
fully implemented in 2018, 
the 19 boats and 10 new 
landings are expected 
to serve 4.6 million trips 
across six routes, provid-
ing a new and easily ac-
cessible transit option to 
traditionally underserved 
communities along the 
city’s waterfront, where 
jobs and housing are 
growing rapidly.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

billion LaGuardia Airport 
reconstruction currently 
underway and the planned 
overhauls of Penn Station 
and the Javits Center. The 
new plan was presented at a 
luncheon hosted by the As-
sociation for a Better New 
York.

“John F. Kennedy Air-
port was once a world-class 
transportation hub, envied 
by the entire nation,” said 
Port Authority Executive Di-
rector Pat Foye. “Today, it is 
choked with traffic and bur-
dened with outdated systems 
and decaying infrastructure. 
Gov. Cuomo’s landmark plan 
to revitalize JFK will put 
New York back on the map 
as a premiere destination by 
building a new golden gate to 
this state.”

Cuomo’s plan also ad-
dresses key bottlenecks to 
and from JFK on the Van 
Wyck Expressway and the 
Kew Gardens Interchange. 
He endorsed $1.5–$2 billion 
in spending by the state De-
partment of Transportation 
to improve the roadways 

into JFK, but the source of 
further funding for the proj-
ect is unclear.

JFK has become a vi-
tal economic engine in 
Queens, supporting more 
than 285,000 jobs last year. 
Borough President Me-
linda Katz called the gov-
ernor’s proposal a “bold, 
ambitious, critical plan to 
overhaul JFK,” while high-
lighting its benefits to sur-
rounding communities.

“Especially welcome 
in the Governor’s plan is 
the inclusion of signifi-
cant enhancements to the 
MTA Jamaica Station for 
mass transit riders on the 
subways, buses and rails, 
while looking to build out 
a seamless one-seat ride 
between JFK and Manhat-
tan,” Katz said. “It’s a new 
day for infrastructure in 
New York, and Queens 
lauds the Governor’s new 
blueprint to transform our 
gateways and keep the re-
gion globally competitive 
in the 21st century.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Free tuition
Continued from Page 1 

City Bike

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces that Citi Bike shattered it annual 
ridership record for a third consecutive year as it readies for its 
expansion into Astoria later this year.
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

    Super 
   Sunday 2017

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


