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BY BILL PARRY

As lawmakers returned to 
Albany for the new legislative 
session Monday, state Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) announced she 
was appointed to head the 
powerful Administrative Reg-
ulations Review Commission 
by Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie. The commission is a 
bi-partisan watchdog over ev-
ery state agency’s rules and 
regulatory activities to make 
sure they are legal and effec-
tive.

State agency regulations 
and rules have the force of 
law and dictate how an agency 
carries out its mandate. This 
can and does have a powerful 
impact on small businesses, 
on people from all walks of 
life and on the economic and 
environmental health of com-
munities, according to Simo-

tas.
“It is an honor to serve 

as ARRC’s chair and I thank 
Speaker Heastie for this ap-
pointment,” she said. “My 
goal as chair is to make sure 
that state agency rules are 
rational and that agency op-
erations serve the public in-
terest, not special interests or 
administrative convenience.”

It is also the job of the 
commission to weigh in when 
agencies’ rule-making is done 
unfairly, without consulting 
stakeholders or is done in a 
manner that hinders public 
comment. The commission’s 
work touches virtually every 
state agency and program.

ARRC will closely monitor 
changes happening in Wash-
ington, D.C. under the Trump 
administration. Simotas be-
lieves the new administra-
tion could have far-reaching 

BY MARK HALLUM

The Queens district attor-
ney called the death Tuesday 
of Steven McDonald, a para-
lyzed NYPD detective who in-
spired the world by promoting 
forgiveness, “an insurmount-
able loss.” McDonald was shot 
in the line of duty 30 years ago 
by a young teen on the north 
end of Central Park shot him. 
He was 59.

The Queens Village native 
inspired many after he not 
only forgave the youth who 
shot him with a .22 caliber re-
volver in 1986 and left him a 
quadriplegic, but for continu-
ing his work for the NYPD and 
speaking on behalf of peace 
worldwide.

“I forgive him,” McDonald 
wrote in a letter which was 
read by his wife at his son’s 
baptism, “and hope that he 

can find peace and purpose in 
his life.”

McDonald had been uncon-
scious since he suffered a mas-
sive heart attack Friday at his 
Malverne, L.I., home and died 

about 1 p.m. at North Shore 
University Hospital on Long 
Island.

His death spurred an out-
pouring of support from elect-
ed officials and leaders.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown extolled Mc-
Donald’s ability to use his 
injuries to serve a higher pur-
pose instead of losing himself 
in anger.

“He so generously lent his 
time to youth anti-violence ini-
tiatives like my office’s STAR 
Track program, which helps 
children in Far Rockaway 
‘say no to violence’ by avoid-
ing gangs, drugs and guns,” 
Brown said in a statement. 
“Steven’s example has had an 
immeasurable impact on the 
path that these children will 
take in life.”

 Police Commissioner 

BY BILL PARRY

The final piece of the $8 
billion LaGuardia Airport 
reconstruction puzzle fell 
into place last week when 
the Port Authority approved 
a lease through 2050 to rede-
velop the Delta terminals. 

The Port Authority will 
provide $600 million in 
funds for the project, includ-
ing $200 million toward the 
new Delta facilities, and the 
rest of the construction — 
$3.6 billion — will be funded 
privately by Delta and its 
partner Goldman Sachs.

“We are transforming La-
Guardia into a world-class, 
21st century airport of the 
caliber that New York de-
serves, and this approval 
ensures that the project 
will continue moving full 
steam ahead,” Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said. “Since break-
ing ground in June, we have 
made tremendous progress 
on building a new airport 
that was once thought to be 
impossible, restoring faith 
in government’s ability to 
get things done.”

The Port Authority ap-
proval came a day after Cuo-
mo announced his $10 billion 
“vision plan,” which would 
transform JFK Interna-
tional into a unified, inter-

connected airport. Cuomo’s 
proposal includes expanded 
taxiways to reduce ground 
delays and improving road 
and mass-transit access to 
meet projected growth in de-

mand.
The new terms of Delta’s 

ground lease at LaGuardia 
Airport include a rent abate-
ment of up to $36.6 million, 
Port Authority officials said 

at last week’s board meeting. 
Delta is New York’s largest 
air carrier, having already 
invested billions in New 
York City airports in the last 
six years.

“Delta is committed to 
continuous investment in 
airport infrastructure in 
New York and around the 
world, and today’s lease ap-
proval brings LaGuardia 
closer to being the excep-
tional airport our New York 
customers deserve,” Delta 
CEO Ed Bastian said. 

Delta will replace Termi-
nals C and D with a new 37-
gate terminal building to the 
east of the Central Terminal 
Building, which is currently 
being redeveloped by La-
Guardia Gateway Partners. 
The new Delta terminal will 
feature wider concourses, 
larger gate hold rooms and 
more seating. 

The facility will offer 
direct access between the 
parking garage and termi-
nal, improved roadways and 
drop-off and pick-up areas 
and a curbside check-in by-
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Simotas picked to lead
powerful commission

Paralyzed NYPD detective 
Steven McDonald dies at 59

The new Delta terminal is to be constructed just to the west of the Main Terminal Building with 37 gates. 
Courtesy of Governor’s office

At the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce’s St. Pat’s Day break-
fast last year, Steven McDonald — 
seen here with (l-r) former Queens 
Borough President Claire Shulman, 
McDonald’s wife Patti and her sis-
ter, Julia.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Lease for new Delta terminal at LGA
Port Authority approves final piece of $8 billion airport reconstruction project
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READERS WRITE

2016 one of boro’s safest as killings fell
This is an amazing mo-

ment for New York City. Let 
me give you a sense of the 
public safety records we 
broke in 2016. Overall, we 
had the fewest major crimes 
in modern history. We had 
the fewest shootings and 
for the first time there were 
fewer than 1,000 shootings 
in a year. We had the fewest 
robberies. We had the fewest 
burglaries. 

In 1990, there were more 
than 2,200 murders on the 
streets of New York. Think 
about what that meant for the 
people of this city. One mur-
der is one murder too many, 
but last year, there were 335 
murders, out of a population 
of 8.5 million people. Queens 
saw just 47 murders last 
year, down from 60 in 2015.   

To sum up, 2016 was one 
of the safest years in the 
modern, recorded history of 
New York City. Let me repeat 
that: 2016 was one of the saf-
est years in our history.   

What New Yorkers 
and our police force have 

achieved together over the 
past two decades didn’t hap-
pen easily. It took the cour-
age, brain power and hard 
work of legions of heroes, 
in uniform and out, many of 
whose names will never be 
known.  

Today, the NYPD is per-
fecting a strategy of preci-
sion policing in combination 
with neighborhood policing. 
Enforcement is focused on 
the small number of peo-
ple in the small number of 
places who are responsible 
for most of the violence and 
the police are working in 
partnership with communi-
ties. That combination of the 
right strategy and the right 
partnership with New York-
ers is the cornerstone of our 
success.

It began in 1994, when Po-
lice Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton – who I was honored to 
bring back as Commissioner 
for the first part of my term 
– and his team instituted 
precision policing. By track-
ing where crime occurred 

through the CompStat sys-
tem, and applying pressure 
in the right places, they 
changed policing and this 
city forever.

When I came into office, 
I reached a consensus with 
then Commissioner Bratton, 
our new Commissioner Jim-
my O’Neill and the NYPD 
leadership. We believed that 
if we got officers and com-
munity members to commu-
nicate better and to foster 
a sense of common purpose 
we could make this city even 
safer. We call it Neighbor-
hood Policing. 

 Neighborhood Policing 
frees up cops to walk the 
same beat day after day, get 
to know the community and 
hand out cards with emails 
and phone numbers. This 
fundamentally changes the 
dynamic on the street. Sud-
denly, police and people be-
come allies. They share in-
formation, and crimes are 
prevented before they even 
occur. 

And it is already work-

ing. Everywhere I go, I hear 
excited New Yorkers telling 
me about meeting their local 
Neighborhood Coordination 
Officers and the successes 
they’ve had making lives and 
communities better. Prelim-
inary statistics suggest that 
areas with Neighborhood Po-
licing are on average seeing 
greater reductions in crime 
than the city has a whole. 

The NYPD leadership and 
I also understood that some 
of the policies of the past 
were not working. We need-
ed a change in Stop-and-
Frisk and since I took office, 
we have reduced Stop-and-
Frisk 93 percent. 

 We have placed a funda-
mental focus on training and 
supporting our officers to 
use proper discretion. Obvi-
ously, there are times when 
an arrest is the right thing 
to do, but there are times 
when other tools might be 
more effective. So, since I 
took office, arrests are down 
20 percent and crime contin-
ues to go down at the same 

time.
Our history sends us a 

clear message. New York has 
been and continues to be the 
greatest city in the world 
because this is a place for 
everyone. We aren’t perfect, 
but over centuries we have 
learned to be both one of the 
most diverse and one of the 
most harmonious places on 
earth. 

As this country enters 
into a new, uncertain time 
New York City must con-
tinue to be beacon. People 
are looking for an antidote. 
They are looking for an al-
ternative that works—that 
is proven. 

 So, let us honor the leg-
acy of all the New Yorkers 
who fought for a safer and 
more respectful city. Let us 
show the world that in the 
largest, grittiest, most in-
tense urban environment in 
the United States, harmony, 
prosperity and safety can all 
go together. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Every NYer has a place protected by law
New York City has and 

always will be a welcoming 
city for all. As New Yorkers, 
we pride ourselves on our 
diversity and our kindness 
and acceptance of those who 
are different from us. Those 
are New York values and 
they will never change.

In New York City, we do 
not tolerate discrimination, 
hatred, or violence of any 
kind against our commu-
nities, including members 
of Muslim or Jewish faith, 
the LGBTQ community, or 
hardworking immigrant 
families. In fact, discrimi-
nation and harassment are 

against the law.To those who 
are afraid or worried about 
their safety, NYC is here to 
protect you. 

New York City has one of 
the strongest anti-discrim-
ination laws in the nation 
which protects everyone in 
New York from discrimi-
nation across 22 protected 
categories, including race, 
religion, sexual orientation, 
national origin, and immi-
gration status to name a few.  
The law also protects against 
discriminatory harassment, 
which includes verbal ha-
rassment and intimidation 
accompanied by threats or 

violence.
The Commission has the 

power to levy heavy fines 
and penalties against those 
who would discriminate and 
can seek monetary damages 
for victims of discrimina-
tion.

As we head into 2017, the 
NYC Commission on Human 
Rights is using every re-
source at its disposal to help 
victims of discrimination 
get justice under the law and 
hold violators accountable.

We recently launched a 
Bias Response Team to re-
spond to incidents of discrim-
ination, are holding “Know 

Your Rights” and public 
safety events citywide, cre-
ated multilingual brochures 
on anti-discrimination pro-
tections, and are engaging 
community and ethnic me-
dia to make sure the public 
understands issues facing 
vulnerable communities and 
so that community members 
understand that NYC is here 
to protect them.

We cannot and will not al-
low xenophobia, discrimina-
tion and hate to divide us.

If you or someone you 
know experiences discrimi-
nation or harassment, I urge 
you 311 and ask for “human 

rights” or call the Commis-
sion’s Infoline directly at 
718-722-3131. You can also 
visit www.nyc.gov/NYCVal-
ues to learn more about pro-
tections under the law.

Now more than ever, it’s 
imperative that every New 
Yorker band together as one 
city and protect the most 
vulnerable among us.

Carmelyn P. Malalis
Commissioner and Chair 

of the 
New York City Commission 

on Human Rights.
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To celebrate the opening 
of the Second Avenue Subway, 
we have commissioned the 
first New York Guide to Sub-
way Jargon. Here it is — after 
98 years in the making!

Sick passenger (noun): Pa-
tently lame excuse for lateness. 
“I meant to call you on your 
birthday, but there was a sick 
passenger on the train ahead 
of us.”

Zizmor (noun): A blemish 
or disfigurement that causes 
the stomach to lurch. “When I 
finally pulled the leech off my 
nose, it left an oozing Zizmor.”

Hand shame (verb): To ac-
cidentally grab the pole where 
someone else is already grab-
bing it.

Kinky pinky (verb): To de-

liberately grab the pole where 
someone else is already grab-
bing it.

Hangry birds (noun, plu-
ral): Hunger pangs activated 
by the smell of someone else’s 
fried chicken. See also: “Colo-
nel Knowledge” (knowing that 
someone on the train is carry-
ing KFC, but not being visually 
able to locate the source).

G r a m p i f i c a t i o n 
(noun): The shock one feels 
upon being offered a seat by 
someone you thought was your 
age. (Fem: Grammafication)

Doork (noun): Dork who 
blocks the door without real-
izing it.

Joork (noun): Jerk who 
knows he’s blocking the door 
but keeps standing there, 
watching people maneuver 
around him.

Bunwich (noun): The very 
tight space between two other 
commuters.

Snudge (noun): A real 
nudge pretending to be inad-
vertent.

Train traffic ahead 
(noun): Colloquial for, “Brace 

yourself for bad news.” E.g., 
“The boss called a special 
meeting for 3 o’clock today. 
Could be train traffic ahead.”

Nod squad (noun, plu-
ral): Two or more passengers 
napping on the same bench.

Warm shoulder (noun): The 
shoulder a stranger has fallen 
asleep on.

Sniff & run (noun): An ex-
tremely under-populated car 
surrounded by extremely over-
crowded cars.

Grudge budge (noun): The 
grimace made by a person who 
must move over an inch to 
make room for you.

Grudge buddies (noun, 
plural): The bonding emotion 
felt by former grudge budger 
and grudgee when they have to 
make room for someone else.

BBB (adj.): Short for “Baby 
Bump Blindness.” Failing to 
notice an 8-months-pregnant 
woman standing in front of 
you while you sit playing Can-
dy Crush.

Blobstacle (noun): Escala-
tor rider who stands on the left 
side, not moving.

ROTFL (noun): Anything 
“Rolling on the Floor Loudly,” 
e.g., an empty Snapple bottle.

Point and shoo (verb): To 
indicate a wet or sticky spot 
on the seat before someone sits 
down.

New natives (noun, plu-
ral): People who got on just one 
stop before you, but act as if 
they own the seat.

L-and-back (noun): A hip-
ster. Literally, someone who 
takes the L back and forth to 
their coding job.

Tooth squad (noun, plu-
ral): Individuals dedicated to 
blacking out the teeth of smil-
ing news teams on subway 
ads.

Bubbleheads (noun, plu-
ral): Individuals who add word 
and thought bubbles to posters, 
usually referencing the presi-
dent, police, or private parts.

NJ devils (noun, plu-
ral): Young people from New 
Jersey who drink in Green-
wich Village, then add devil 
horns to PATH train posters 
before vomiting and heading 
home.

Box shock (adj.): To be 
suddenly awakened by a boom 
box and someone’s sneakers 
swinging near your nose.

Family dollar (verb): To 
give a single dollar to a sub-
way performer or performers 
on behalf of all the members 
of your family.

Post-a-boo (verb): To 
sneak a peek at your neigh-
bor’s Post.

Peek-a-News (verb): To 
sneak a peek at your neigh-
bor’s Daily News.

A.M. mayhem (noun): Be-
ing offered an A.M. New York 
by three or more people on 
your way into the train.

Suspicious package 
(noun): Male standing too 
close.

Second Ave. (verb): To 
take longer than anyone 
thought possible. “I ordered 
my burger at 4 and they Sec-
ond Avenued it at 11!”

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Subtext: A dictionary of Subway dialect
COLUMNS

State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi  has been 
visiting civic associations 
and community boards to 
explain his Home Stability 
Support Program, which he 
thinks would help solve the 
homeless problem in New 
York State. Currently there 
are 60,000 people in home-
less shelters every night. To 
solve this problem New York 
City is putting homeless 
families in regular neigh-
borhood hotels, which are 
not the answer, so neighbor-
hood people are demonstrat-
ing against this policy.

 Queens’s neighborhood 
hotels are not the place for 
homeless families since 

there are about 150,000 chil-
dren homeless in the state. 
A hotel room does not neces-
sarily have a desk or table 
where children can do home-
work so if they do poorly in 
school, the teachers get the 
blame. Speculators stick 
hotels in locations without 
parks  or even shopping ar-
eas. There are no kitchens in 
hotels as required by law so 
the city has to deliver food to 
them daily. Too many home-
less individuals have mental 
or emotional problems and 
do not take required medi-
cines so they disrupt com-
munities when they are in 
local hotels.

Hevesi in the booklet 
“Home Stability Support” 
says “80,000 household are 
on the brink of homeless-
ness in NYS.” He is the 
chairman of the Assembly 
Standing Committee on So-
cial Services. Prior to 1975, 
the rents of households on 
public assistance were paid 
in full. When the shelter al-

lowance was created in 1975, 
it was originally designed to 
pay the full rents of the vast 
majority of households on 
public assistance. However, 
the shelter allowance has 
failed to keep up with the 
rising costs of housing so 
people can’t pay their rents 
and have been evicted or are 
facing eviction…they then 
become homeless and the 
city puts them in hotels cost-
ing $600 a night.

Hevesi believes that HSS 
would actually save money 
because it would only cost 
$11,224 per year for a fam-
ily of three to stay in their 
apartment, but it costs the 
city $38,460 for them to stay 
in a hotel. Stopping these 
evictions could save the 
city hundreds of millions of 
dollar a year. Money would 
also be saved for soup kitch-
ens, emergency room visits, 
housing court services, and 
programs for runaway and 
homeless youths. 

Not having to go to home-

less shelters, often hours 
away from a child’s original 
school, would make life easi-
er on families. Everything is 
tied together because a child 
moving around to shelters 
in other boroughs has less 
stability and is more likely 
to drop out of school and 
require expensive city ser-
vices.

As of now, more than 30 
City Council members are 
supporting this HSS pro-
gram. Congressman Joseph 
Crowley has endorsed this 
plan as has Public Advocate 
Letitia James. Civic associa-
tions in communities where 
hotels are being used to 
house the homeless endorse 
this plan.

 City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer said about 1,100 
city-owned properties could 
be used for the homeless, 
although the Buildings De-
partment says half of them 
are in f lood zones. The Mu-
nicipal Art Society says 
that land equivalent to 3,162 

properties is available for 
development. Then there are 
ghost houses in every neigh-
borhood which could be fin-
ished and used as homes.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 
OF THE WEEK

With Congress set to meet 
one has to be mindful of past 
talk against Medicare and 
Medicare. These programs 
are run by the federal gov-
ernment and are insurance 
policies which workers paid 
for themselves. They are not 
government entitlements 
paid for by the government 
but by the people. The checks 
sent out each month keep 
our economy going and help 
our young and old. Both are 
financially sound. There is 
no Social Security crisis and 
it has a reserve of $2.8 tril-
lion. The programs should 
really be expanded. Help 
more Americans remain at 
home as they age. Medicare 
should be able to negotiate 
the reduction in the cost of 
medicines people need.

Hevesi plan could help stem tenant evictions

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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State Sen. Leroy Comrie raises his hand to take the oath of office for a second term in Albany, swearing on a bible held by 
his ally and associate, state Sen. James Sanders Jr. 

Courtesty of Sen. Comrie

Preparing for its 90th season, the Oratorio Society of Queens is holding open auditions for new 
members Monday, Jan. 16, at 6:50 pm at Temple Beth Sholom, 72nd Street and Northern Boulevard, 
in Flushing. Reservations are required to audition. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Tom Suozzi (R) poses for a selfie with his family in the gallery of the House of 
Representatives as he takes over the congressional seat for northern Queens 
and Nassau that had been held by Rep. Steve Israel, who retired this year. 
 Courtesy of Rep. Suozzi

Flushing Assemblywoman Nily Rozic, 30, the 
youngest member of the Assembly when she was 
first sworn in, is a seasoned veteran as her third 
term begins. Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (r) is administered the oath of 
office at the state capitol by Janet DiFiore, chief judge of the 
Court of Appeals. Her son, Evan, holds the Bible for her 10th 
swearing in. Courtesy of Se. Stavosky

The new board of Glendale’s energetic Property Owners Association 
is sworn in in a meeting room at St. Pancras Church on Myrtle Avenue 
by newly re-elected Assemblyman Mike Miller (far l). 

Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller

Borough Beat

Dr. Sibylle Ajwani (c), the principal at PS 229 in Woodside, is 
set to retire. She received a proclamation for her work from 
Council member Elizabeth Crowley (R). Courtesy of PS 229
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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movies, plus traditional In-
dian meals made fresh daily, 
prepared by our chefs. There 
will also be Indian recreation 
and cultural entertainment, 
and, of course, Indian-inspired 
décor and artwork.”

The organization held an 
inaugural ceremony for the 
new unit Dec. 5 which 100 
members of the Indian com-
munity attended.

The ceremony included re-

marks from retired surgeon 
Indravadan Shah, who was 
acknowledged for influencing 
the community to attend the 
event.

Dr. Uma Mysorekar, an OB-
GYN,  also spoke at the inaugu-
ration. President of the Hindu 
Temple Society of North Amer-
ica and a community advocate, 
Mysorekar has been nomi-
nated by the TimesLedger for 
a Queens Ambassador Award 
for her success in the medical 
field and her work with the im-
migrants.

The Hindu Temple Society 

of North America initiates 
programs to bring the Indian 
community together through 
spiritual, educational and cul-
tural activities.

The unit is expected to open 
in the first quarter of 2017. The 
Indian Cultural Unit will be 
located on the fifth floor of 
the Parker Institute’s facility 
at 271-11 76th Ave., New Hyde 
Park.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

their rates.
The gym had been a 

neighborhood staple for over 
30 years.

“While Bell Plaza has 
been a special ‘community’ 
club for over 30 years, we’re 
confident that you will find 
yourself at home at 24 Hour 
Fitness and be able to achieve 
whatever fitness goals you 

set for yourself,” the notifica-
tion of closure posted on the 
door said. “They are focused 
on their members, and with 
cutting edge programming, 
they can keep you engaged 
and give you many more op-
tions than we were able to 
offer. It has been a pleasure 
to have served you, and we 
humbly thank you for your 
patronage.”

A spokesman for City 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) said the notice 

came two days prior to clos-
ing because the lease on the 
three-story space rented 
by Bell Plaza was abruptly 
canceled. Movers were soon 
at the location rolling tread-
mills down ramps and into 
trucks to be taken away.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

community land trusts could 
help ensure that areas like 
southeast Queens and the 
Rockaways, with higher con-
centration of single-family 
homes, could enjoy the ben-
efits of affordable and stable 
homeownership.

“Homeownership really 
is a gateway to the middle 
class for working families. 
If you’re a teacher, if you’re 
getting your first job, south-
east Queens is great. There’s 
more investment, crime is 
going down,” he said. “You’re 
building equity in the long 
term, and it gives you the op-
portunity to pass it down at 
the end of your life. The home 
could stay in your family.”

The HPD released its re-
quest to find “experienced 
groups with viable plans for 
CLTs that will improve upon, 
or fill gaps in, the city’s al-
ready extensive affordable 
housing programs.” The 
department asked for the 
submissions to detail how 
city-owned properties could 
be utilized by CLTs in neigh-
borhoods like East Harlem, 
the South Bronx and parts 
of Brooklyn as well as south-
eastern Queens and Edge-
mere.

John Krinsky, a repre-
sentative for the New York 
City Community Land Ini-

tiative, which has advocated 
for increased use of CLTs in 
the city, said the HPD’s an-
nouncement was a positive 
step forward, indicating the 
city was taking CLTs seri-
ously. 

Krinsky also said there 
were already several ex-
amples of CLTs in the city, 
including Cooper Square 
on the Lower East Side as 
well as one in East Harlem, 
and he said CLTs could offer 
stewardship to homeowners 
in trouble. The foreclosure 
rates on CLT homes during 
the foreclosure crisis was 
“vanishingly small,” accord-
ing to Krinsky.

“What a CLT does is treat 
housing as something to be 
lived in rather than a com-
modity,” he said. “I’m encour-
aged the city is entertaining 
this notion.”

Foreclosure rates in 
southeastern Queens remain 
particularly high, and while 
a CLT agreement would 
lower the amount of equity 
a homeowner could accrue 
over time, it could keep prop-
erty affordable, especially if 
southeast Queens prices con-
tinue to rise.

“We want to make sure 
there’s still a way to provide 
this,” he said. “We can’t just 
be a city of renters.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

has generated controversy 
among some residents along 
the route, who opposed the 
banning of left turns along 
Jamaica Avenue and worry 
about the safety of pedestri-
ans and bus riders at medi-
ans that will be constructed 
in roadways to act as bus 
stops for the new service. 

The DOT’s map of pro-

posed scheduled stops for 
the new SBS in the east-
ern Rockaway peninsula 
extends as far as a stop at 
Beach 67th Street. There is 
a planned extension of the 
Q52 bus beyond that stop, al-
though detailed information 
on routes and construction 
were not available. Current-
ly, the only available transit 
options in eastern Rockaway 
are local bus routes or the A 
train service, which Rich-
ards said was often over-

crowded and unreliable. 
“For communities like 

eastern Rockaway, where 
there’s limited transporta-
tion, we need to ensure that 
working families who don’t 
have access to cars have 
good transportation,” he 
said. “This is a great first 
step.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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Councilman Richards calls for expanded SBS bus service to assist residents of the eastern Rockaway peninsu-
la outside the Ocean Bay Houses. 
 Courtesy of Council Member Richards

Zombie homes like this one are prime candidates for land trusts, 
where ownership can be moved to nonprofit community groups. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Moses Brown can dunk 
the ball. He’s 7 feet tall, mak-
ing it fairly easy. 

The Archbishop Molloy 
junior star dunks the ball 
pretty often, but he might 
have notched his favorite 
Friday night. 

Brown slammed down a 
one-handed jam late in the 
game, leaving the stand-
ing-room only crowd in 
Briarwood stunned as the 
Stanners notched a 78-67 
come-from-behind victory 
over Christ the King. 

The play came just mo-
ments after Brown was on 
the wrong end of a Kofi Cock-
burn slam, but the Stanners 
star didn’t let it get to him – 
he simply answered in kind. 

“I felt like I had to,” said 
Brown, who finished with 
17 points and 15 rebounds. 
“[Cockburn] got to the rim 
and I just knew I couldn’t 
get my head down, just get 
back and dunk it.”

It was an electric atmo-
sphere from the opening 
tip, but Molloy (7-3, 3-1) 
struggled to fi nd a rhythm 
and while the Stanners got 
Christ the King (3-2, 7-4) 
into foul trouble early, the 
squad couldn’t take advan-
tage. 

Molloy shot just 8-of-19 

from the line in the fi rst 
half – and 30-of-51 by the 
fi nal whistle – and going 
into the break down 32-29, 
the Stanners were all too 
aware they’d left points on 
the fl oor. 

“That’s our Achilles 
heel,” Molloy coach Mike 
McCleary said. “Nineteen 
foul shots in the fi rst half 
is a great number, that’s 
a fantastic number. Fifty 
foul shots for a game is 
an unbelievable number, 
making 30 is still a good 
number, but you can’t 
make 30 out 50.”

Christ the King won 
each of the fi rst three 
quarters – bolstered by a 
dominant performance 
from Tyson Walker, who 
fi nished with 27 points 
– but the Stanners made 
a handful of halftime ad-
justments, looking to get 
an edge. 

That edge came in the 
form of a full-court press, 
attacking from every 
angle, forcing Christ the 
King into traps and, most 
importantly, turnovers. 

“What it ended up doing 
was forcing guys to make 
moves that don’t want to, 
who don’t want the ball,” 
guard Cole Anthony said. 
“That’s what killed them.”

Molloy’s Khalid Moore drains a bucket from the free throw line, one of 
over 50 shots the Stanners took from the stripe in Friday’s win over 
Christ the King.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s all going according to 
plan. 

Shamorie Ponds has sur-
prised the majority of the 
college basketball world this 
season, jump-starting a St. 
John’s program that was 
nothing short of woefully bad 
last year. But while the Red 
Storm freshman – and former 
Thomas Jefferson standout – 
may have seized the spotlight 
quickly, Ponds isn’t letting 
the moment overwhelm him. 

This was his plan all 
along. 

“It means a lot to me, but 
I couldn’t do it without my 
teammates or my coaches,” 
Ponds said. “I’m a fresh-
man and they’ve helped me 
out through this process.”
Ponds is the first to deflect the 
attention away from his own 
game, quick to point out that 
he’s only a few games into his 
college career, but his stats in 
those few games are amongst 
the best the entire country. 

He was named Big East 
Freshman of the Week for 
the third time Jan. 2 – fresh 
off a 26-point performance 
in St. John’s Dec. 29 victory 
over No. 13 Butler. It was the 
second time Ponds notched 26 
points in a game and his sixth 
20-plus point performance 
this season. 

He followed that with a 
15-point game at DePaul as 
St. John’s notched its third 
straight win and second Big 
East victory. The Red Storm 
won just one league game last 
season and Ponds is a big rea-
son for the turnaround. 

“We’re improving,” he 
said. “We’ve improved from 
our conference wins last 
year, and we’re just going to 
keep getting better down the 
road.”

Ponds’ ability on the court 
has been obvious throughout 
the season – he sinks step-
back threes with an ease that 
belies his age and is more 

than willing to drive the 
lane against players with two 
times his experience. It’s his 
mindset on and off the court, 
however, that has his team-
mates and his coaches certain 
Ponds is primed for a historic 
freshman season. 

“He doesn’t really show 
a whole lot of emotion, but 
yet he’s a fierce competitor,” 
St. John’s coach Chris Mul-
lin said. “He’s very focused 
and has a high basketball IQ. 
Sometimes he’s so good and so 
calm that you forget he’s just 
a freshman. I have no doubt 
in him.”

Ponds has been the one 
constant in a St. John’s back-
court that has already faced 
its fair share of ups and 

downs this year. Sophomore 
Federico Mussini missed a 
handful of games in Decem-
ber after an infection and 
redshirt freshman Marcus 
LoVett was sidelined with an 
early-year ankle injury. 

Ponds, meanwhile, has 
been consistent – averaging 
over 33 minutes a game, see-
ing time at both guard posi-
tions and frequently lining 
up against opposing teams’ 
top scoring threats. It’s what 
he did in high school and it’s 
what he always planned to do 
at St. John’s. 

This is the opportunity 
Ponds always wanted – the 
reason he picked St. John’s 
and stayed in New York. He’s 

Shamorie Ponds has had an immediate impact at St. John’s this 
season, averaging 17.6 points in just over 33 minutes per game.  

St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 51Continued on Page 51

Stanners impress in 
78-67 comeback win

Splash in the pond
St. John’s freshman defying expectations this season
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BY LAURA AMATO

Klarke Sconiers practiced for this 
moment. 

It paid off. 
The Christ the King sophomore 

helped wrap up the Royals’ 60-54 victory 
over Archbishop Molloy in a BQCHSAA 
tilt Thursday night. 

Sconiers went a perfect 4-for-4 from 
the line in the final 21 seconds of play to 
secure the win. 

“They say, you know, posts don’t 
usually make a lot of their free throws, 
but I’ve been doing well in practice,” 
said Sconiers, who fi nished with 17 
points. “I really wanted the ball in my 
hands to try and get this for us.” 

Christ the King (4-2, 4-0) got off to 
a shaky start, despite controlling the 
tempo and sinking some early shots 
out of the post. The Royals held an 
18-11 advantage after the fi rst quar-
ter, but a handful of whistles put the 
squad in foul trouble from the start. 

“Molloy had two fi eld goals in the 
fi rst quarter and 11 points,” Royals 
coach Bob Mackey said. “So you fi g-
ure they have seven points from the 
foul line and you’re not going to beat 
teams if you give them that many 
points from the free throw line.”

That changed in the second quar-
ter. 

The Royals settled into their defen-
sive scheme and, more importantly, 
their post players started to settle into 

their position on the block. 
Sconiers and 6-foot-4 freshman Na-

talija Marshall led the charge – Mar-
shall scored six of her 10 points in the 
second quarter – grabbing rebounds 
and notching second-chance points. 
Christ the King didn’t allow a fi eld 
goal in the fi nal fi ve minutes of the 
half and went into the break with a 
comfortable 33-19 lead. 

“We work on rebounds a lot be-
cause both me and Natalija, being our 

size, it’s major,” said Sconiers, who is 
6-foot-2.  “It’s nice, easy points on the 
board and being able to do that is go-
ing to help us.”

Molloy, however, was not going to 
go down without a fi ght. The Stanners 
came out fi ring on all cylinders in the 
third quarter, clawing back to make 
it a four-point game after a Margarita 
Kilpatrick bucket with 2:13 left in the 
period. 

The Royals struggled to stick to the 

game plan as Molloy (2-2) continued 
to hit shots, working the ball around 
with ease and fi nding passing lanes in 
the paint. 

“We’re young and we’re still mak-
ing a lot of young mistakes,” Mackey 
said. “I think we let them get a cou-
ple of easy, open looks. And a team 
like Molloy isn’t going to miss those. 
That’s a veteran team that’s done re-
ally well.”

Jenna Mastellone and Taylor Kurs 
sparked the Stanners down the stretch, 
combining for 14 points in the final eight 
minutes. Molloy made it a two-point 
game with 54 seconds left – after Christ 
the King recorded back-to-back turn-
overs – but the Stanners’ momentum 
came to halt after a backcourt violation 
was called on the ensuing inbound. 

Sconiers padded the lead with her 
four late-game free throws and by the 
final whistle, the sophomore had conv-
eretd 11-of-12 attempts from the line. 

It’s a major league victory for the 
Royals in their first game of 2017 and 
a confidence boost for a young squad 
that’s determined to prove some people 
wrong come playoff time. 

“A lot of people have been doubt-
ing us and saying we’re really 
young, but I think we have a lot of 
talent,” Sconiers said. “It’s crazy be-
cause I know by the end of the year, 
the amount of experience we have 
over the year is going to make us a 
pretty hard team to beat.”

Christ the King freshman forward Natalija Marshall goes up for the shot in 
the Royals’ victory over league rival Archbishop Molloy on Thursday night.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

Robyn Granby-Poole 
couldn’t think of a more fitting 
tribute. After all, her father 
spent most of his time in the 
gym at Campus Magnet High 
School. 

The school’s gym was offi-
cially renamed in honor of leg-
endary boys basketball coach 
Charles “Chuck” Granby Jan. 
5, honoring a career that in-
cluded over 700 wins and 42 
PSAL postseason appearances. 

“I was ecstatic,” Granby-
Poole said. “It’s been a long 
time coming and we’ve been 
trying to do this. I was just 
thankful and I was blessed 
that we were able to come 
together and make this hap-
pen.”

Granby, who died at age 81 
in March, was a dominant pres-
ence on the sideline and is still 
a defining part of the Campus 

Magnet history – dating back 
to when the school was still 
Andrew Jackson. He coached 
hundreds of players, working 
with them regardless of talent 
or ability. He was simply deter-
mined to make sure that they 
became good people – becom-
ing good basketball players was 
just icing on the cake. 

“Educating the young peo-
ple at any angle. All the other 
things are really minimal to 
my dad,” Granby-Poole said. 
“It was about what can you 
take from this and what can 
you learn. Don’t worry about 
the glitz and the glamor and 
the show. It was about what 
can you take from this to 
make your own.”

Of course, he enjoyed win-
ning as well. And Granby won, 
a lot. 

He led the Bulldogs to 27 di-
visional championships, seven 
Queens championships and 

four PSAL finals appearances. 
Granby won his lone city title 
in the 1984-85 season. 

Granby-Poole is certain her 
father’s greatest legacy was the 
impact he had on the Campus 
Magnet community and at the 
renaming ceremony, that cer-
tainty was all but cemented. 

It wasn’t just Granby’s 
former players, friends and 
colleagues who showed up 
– but also current Campus 
Magnet students, many of 
whom had never met Gran-
by or seen him coach. They 
simply knew what he did and 
what he accomplished. 

“I’m hoping that this will 
be step one in enlightenment 
to the young people,” Gran-
by-Poole said. “In terms of, 
not just because of my dad, 
anyone who had an impact 
and a magnitude, in terms 
of legacy, like he did. Young 
people can continue to come 
together and learn.”

Granby spent most of his 
time in the gym, pacing up and 
down sidelines and calling out 
plays. It was a dedication that 
defined him, just as much as 
the program he built. Now, that 
legacy won’t ever be forgotten. 

“My dad was fortunate 
to have people around that 
supported him and sup-
ported what he believed in,” 
Granby-Poole said. “The 
ultimate, though, was al-
ways education. He believed 
in let’s come together, let’s 
work together.”

Legendary hoops coach honored with gym renaming

The gym at Campus Magnet was renamed in honor of legendary coach 
Charles “Chuck” Granby, a fitting legacy for the long-time leader.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Royals hold on for fi rst win of new year
Clutch free-throw shooting helps Christ the King defeat Molloy 60-54 in BQCHSAA tilt
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Molloy wrapped up the 
third quarter on a 7-2 run 
and cut the defi cit to just two 
points with eight minutes 
remaining. As far as the 
Stanners were concerned, 
it was more than enough 
time to seize control of the 
game. They did just that.

Khalid Moore opened 
up the fourth with three 
straight points and Antho-
ny made it a 54-51 lead with 
just over fi ve minutes left to 
play. 

“Khalid turned up this 
game, best game of the sea-
son, and I was, like, we have 
to match his intensity,” said 
Anthony, who finished with 
23 points. “I told that to every-
one on the team and we just 
started playing harder.” 

Brown’s game-changing 
dunk came with 2:54 left to 
play, drawing the foul and 
sinking the free throw to 
make it an 11-point cushion. 
The crowd didn’t stop scream-
ing until the buzzer. 

“The move he made be-
fore that, the spin move, 
I thought that was even 
better than the dunk,” Mc-

Cleary said. “We said, fi n-
ish the play, make the foul 
shot and he did. That kind 
of separates you from the 
other team.”

It’s a statement victory 
for the Stanners, a come-
from-behind performance 
that showcased the squad’s 
strengths. They’ll shoot 
free throws for the fore-
seeable future, but Molloy 
is as confident as ever. 

“I think, ultimately, we 
wanted it more,” Anthony 
said. “If we can play like 
this all year, I don’t see 
anyone stopping us. At 
all.”

Slow start diffi cult to overcome for St. John’s
BY LAURA AMATO

It was a game of almosts. 
The ball almost went in, 

the rally almost worked, the 
momentum almost changed. 
Almost, however, doesn’t win 
basketball games. 

The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team dropped an 85-72 
showing to No. 10 Creighton at 
Carnesecca Arena, snapping 
a three-game winning streak 
and bringing the Red Storm 
back down to Earth after a 
streak of surprising success. 

“I didn’t like our overall en-
ergy,” Red Storm coach Chris 
Mullin said. “It felt like we 
were in slow motion. We tried, 
we hung in there. But we dug 
such a big hole and gave them 
their confidence.”

St. John’s (8-8, 2-1) held its 
own in the opening minutes 
of the Big East tilt, but Creigh-
ton’s size and physicality in 
the paint – driving the lane 
and breezing past the Red 
Storm’s front court – turned 
the tide. The Blue Jays racked 

up a handful of double-digit 
runs over the first 20 minutes, 
outscoring St. John’s 28-6 in 
the paint. 

“We weren’t communicat-
ing and that’s why they were 
able to get those big runs,” said 
Marcus LoVett, who finished 
with a team-high 23 points. 
“It felt like if we would have 
been able to talk more, we 
would have been able to get to 
those certain spots to contain 
them.”

The Red Storm couldn’t buy 
a bucket late in the first half, 
struggling from just about 
eveywhere on the court. St. 
John’s shot just 31.6 percent in 
the first 20 minutes and did not 
attempt a single free throw. 

“I was scared to death of 
this game and fortunately our 
guys were really good defenis-
vely the first half,” Blue Jays 
coach Greg McDermott said. 
“I thought the shots they made 
were challenged shots.”

Creighton pushed the lead 
to 24 early in the second half 
– opening with a six-point run 

– but the Red Storm did their 
best to rally. St. John’s man-
aged to drive the ball into the 
lane after the break, by push-
ing the tempo, which eventu-
ally drew a few fouls. 

Shamorie Ponds made it a 
10-point game with just under 

seven minutes left to play af-
ter converting a pair from the 
line, and LoVett cut the deficit 
single-digits on the next play. 

That was as close as the Red 
Storm would get. 

Maurice Watson Jr. drained 
a three-pointer on Creighton’s 

next possession and while 
St. John’s was able to make 
it a 10-point deficit several 
times, the Red Storm could 
never quite get over the hump. 
“It’s kind of the game within 
the game and how you, indi-
vidually, make your impres-
sion felt,” Mullin said. “And as 
a team I kind of felt they con-
trolled the whole game.”

By the final whistle, the 
Blue Jays had outscored St. 
John’s 52-24 in the paint and 
shot a blistering 52.3 percent 
from the floor. Creighton 
seven-footer Justin Patton led 
the charge with 25 points on 
11-of-14 shooting with nine re-
bounds and four assists. 

It’s a wakeup call for the 
Red Storm, a lesson that “al-
most” just won’t cut it. 

“They were the toughest 
team we’ve played physically,” 
Ponds said. “They were tough 
and it’s going to be hard to beat 
them on the road. But we’ve 
just got to take the day off and 
get better.”

Redshirt freshman Marcus LoVett tallied a team-high 23 points, 
but it wasn’t quite enough as St. John’s fell to No. 10 Creighton.  

St. John’s Athletics

always known what he’s ca-
pable of on the court and now 
he’s helping change the Red 
Storm basketball culture. It 
might not be what people ex-
pected, but it’s always what 
Ponds knew was possible. 

“It’s a blessing,” he said. 
“It’s great that my family 
can come out and watch me, 
and it’s great playing for 
such an awesome program 
like St. John’s.”

Continued from Page 49 
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Red Storm drop their fi rst Big East game of the season 85-72 to No. 10 Creighton

Freshman Shamorie Ponds rises for a layup as St. John’s defeated Butler 
in its Big East opener on Thursday night. Ponds finished the game with 
26 points. St. John’s Athletics

I think, ultimately, 
we wanted it more. If 
we can play like this 
all year, I don’t see 

anyone stopping us. 
At all.

Cole Anthony
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cathartic reaction,” Aparicio 
recalled, “and I wanted it to 
happen before the inaugura-
tion.”

“So many took to it [so-
cial media] to vent,” Jacob-
son said. “This show came 
together because of that. At 
least it reminds us that there 
is some good in having such a 
large community at your fin-
gertips.”

“I think it’s only going to 
become stronger and contin-
ue to be a force in how people 

get connected, artistically,” 
Aparicio said of electronic 
outreach, adding that after 
the production closes on Jan. 
15, “we plan on building a 
website and uploading the 
plays that were chosen and 
not chosen. The idea is that 
someone in another state can 
produce their own ‘Resister,’ 
and we can keep this project 
alive beyond our work.”

First things first, though. 
This weekend’s alpha chapter 
of “Resister” will feature the 
work of several local artists. 
Astoria-based playwright 
Ricky Whitcomb’s “What’s On 
Your Mind” follows Facebook 

users from the time Clinton 
won Iowa to November’s very 
bitter end — posting, com-
menting, and doing plenty of 
unfriending. In Ashley Lau-
ren Rogers’ “Fight or Flight,” 
Queens-based Blayze Teicher 
and Bear Spiegel serve as, re-
spectively, director and lone 
cast member. “I’m not say-
ing I stabbed you because we 
disagree politically,” says the 
non-binary Skye while trac-
ing the roots of Thanksgiv-
ing Day toxicity with dad. “I 
stabbed you because the first 
thing that happened when I 
got in from New York, after 
a five-hour bus ride, the first 

thing you did was start chant-
ing ‘Trump, Trump, Trump.’ 
”

Hopefully, the talkback 
sessions scheduled after each 
night’s performance will 
keep us all from taking a page 
from Skye’s playbook, instead 
embracing The Dirty Blondes’ 
mission to help artists and 
audiences “participate in a 
dialogue that bears on their 
experience and pushes the 
conversation further.” It’s a 
goal of civil but unapologetic 
activism that Aparicio hopes 
will become the real take-
away from “Resister,” which 
she noted has evolved from 

a shared sense of frustration 
on social media to “a com-
munity that extended beyond 
anyone’s circle of friends, 
uniting individuals who felt 
that they had no voice in the 
post-Trump world.”

“The Resister Project” 
plays Thursday, Jan. 12 
through Sunday, Jan. 15, all 
shows 7 p.m., at The Kraine 
Theater (Manhattan, 85 E. 
Fourth St., btw. Second Ave. 
& Bowery). For tickets ($15), 
visit http://www.horsetrade.
info. Proceeds go to the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union. 
For artist info, visit http://
www.thedirtyblondes.org.

II.  He worked on the proj-
ect with brothers Jesse and 
Ken and helped devise and 
build new instruments to 
advance research on the 
project. Afterwards Max 
and his brothers built on 
their experience as inven-
tors of power equipment 
during the war and created 
Kepco Inc. in 1946, an elec-
tric parts supplier that is 
a mainstay in Flushing to 
this day. 

Max loved to give back 
to his hometown. He do-
nated money and resources 
to Flushing Hospital and 
Medical Center, where he 
served as chairman of the 
board;  the Queens Botani-
cal Garden Society, the 
YMCA, Queens County Sav-
ings Bank, New York Com-
munity Bancorp, and many 
other organizations. In to-
tal Kupferberg supported 
over 40 local organizations 

He received an honorary 
degree from Queens College 
and was named Alumnus of 
the Year. He also received 
the Q Award, which the 
college gives out to special 
people it most wants its stu-
dents to emulate. Accord-
ing to the college, Kupfer-
berg embodied their school 
motto, Discimus ut servia-
mus: We Learn So that We 
May Serve. 

Max and his wife Selma, 
who died in 2012, donated 
$10 million for programs, 
exhibitions and renova-
tions at the former Colden 

Center at Queens College, 
which was renamed the 
Selma and Max Kupferberg 
Center for the Visual and 
Performing Arts in 2006.  It 
includes the Colden Audi-
torium , the Godwin- Tern-
bach Museum The Arts 
Center and the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum and 
Archives.

“With great sorrow we 
note the passing of Max 
Kupferberg, Queens Col-
lege Class of 1942,” Queens 
College President Félix V. 
Matos Rodríguez, said. “He 
was a dynamic presence on 
campus, serving as presi-
dent, the Colden Center,  
and co-chair, Development 
Committee of the Kupfer-
berg Center. His family’s 
transformational gift was 
instrumental in revital-
izing the arts at Queens 
College, making the cam-
pus the cultural epicenter 
of Queens. We extend our 
heartfelt condolences to his 
family. His passion for edu-
cation and the arts remains 
an enduring inspiration to 
his Queens College commu-
nity.”

He is survived by his two 
children Rhonda and Saul, 
who serves on the Queens 
College Foundation Board 
and chairs the Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts Advi-
sory Board.

A service was held at Si-
nai Chapels in Fresh Mead-
ows Jan. 6 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

ing peaceful discourse and 
debate as a solution for those op-
posed to sanctuary city policies. 
“Sympathy and empathy is won-
derful, but let’s not misplace it. 
Let’s make certain that we do it 
the right way and that we under-
stand really why we have immi-
gration laws.”

Money is another reason 
Cutler believes immigration 
laws need to be upheld in sanc-
tuary cities. Referring to the 
crime centers along Roosevelt 
Avenue, deemed the “new ‘old 
Times Square” by state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
in September in a call to clean 
up the corridor, Cutler said that 
while enforcement is costly, the 
currency flow to other countries 
starts with criminal enterprise 
taking place in the immigrant 
communities of sanctuary cit-
ies.

“Go down Roosevelt Avenue 
in Jackson Heights— drug cen-
tral,” he said.

The solution to the issue, 
according to Cutler, is more 
agents and judges to monitor 
criminal behavior and ensure 
immigrants are obeying laws. 
Interior enforcement is lacking 
in terms of upholding immigra-
tion laws with borders and ports 
of entry being the first and often 
last line defense, Cutler said.

There are 514,000 foreign 
students studying in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics, which, according 
to Cutler, presents a danger to 
safety with immigrants gaining 
the knowledge to possibly build 
a weapon to be used against the 
United States. The men who per-
petrated the 9/11 attacks were 
used as an example of how this 
occurs. Another reason he says 
foreign students learning in the 
United States is negative, is the 

likelihood they will simply take 
their skills home.

Elected officials in the city 
have voiced support for the 
DREAM Act, which will allow 
undocumented students to qual-
ify for financial aid and even-
tually assist them in attaining 
permanent residency, pending 
background checks.

The DREAM Act has 
achieved bipartisan support in 
Queens with both state Sena-
tor Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
and her Republican opponent 
in the recent election, Carlos Gi-
ron, calling for the bill to pass, 
among other examples.

A champion for President-
elect Donald Trump, Cutler ar-

gued that the billionaire-turned-
politician is unpopular because 
he is a “patriot” in a globalists’ 
world. The speaker saw no flaw 
in showing preference to citi-
zens in one’s own country and 
showing immigrants the door if 
need be.

“I don’t care what your color 
is, I don’t care what your race is. 
The way I was raised, those are 
superficial,” Cutler said. “Are 
you American? That’s what I 
care about.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.
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Michael Cutler delivers a talk to the Queens Village Republican Club 
about immigration. Photo by Mark Hallum


















