
BY BILL PARRY

Last January Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg toured Queens Bou-

levard in Woodside and declared 
for the first time in a quarter of 
a century there were no fatalities 
on the Boulevard of Death and 
that his Vision Zero initiative was 
working. Make that two years.

The mayor announced Wednes-
day that Queens Boulevard in 
2016 had a second consecutive 
year without a single traffic fa-
tality after the second phase of 
street design was completed to 

Eliot Avenue in Elmhurst. In 1997, 
its worst year, Queens Boulevard 
had 18 pedestrian fatalities.

“Under Vision Zero, we have 
now seen traffic fatalities in our 
city decline for three straight 
years, strongly countering na-
tional trends,” de Blasio said. “I 
have said where Vision Zero is 
concerned, we are just getting 
started and can always do better, 
but I nevertheless want to thank 
the NYPD, DOT and supporting 
agencies on all their hard work 
to deliver another year of strong 
results.”

The mayor said 2016 saw the 
fewest fatalities ever recorded on 
New York City streets with 229, 
improving on the record 234 set 
in 2015. Traffic fatalities have de-
clined for three consecutive years 
and are down 23 percent overall 
since before Vision Zero began.

“The first three years of Vision 
Zero in New York has been the saf-
est three-year period in history on 
our city’s roadways,” Trottenberg 
said. “Under the mayor’s leader-
ship, we achieved the safest-ever 
year with the redesign of more 
streets than ever before and with 
close collaborative work with our 
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The stars of this year’s El Día de los Reyes, or Three Kings Day, pageant at St. Leo’s Church in Corona wait patiently 
off-stage for the show to begin.  That’s Mary and Joseph on the left and the gift-bearing kings, of course, on the 
right.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

As snow began to fall  Satur-
day, Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) stood ready to exam-
ine the city’s ability to respond to 
complaints through the PlowNYC 
app to get streets clean in a timely 
manor. 

But Lancman concluded that 
last weekend’s relatively light 
snowfall was a failure on behalf 
of the city and a sign the Depart-
ment of Sanitation may not be pre-
pared for a real storm. He took to 
Twitter to post the inaccuracies of 
PlowNYC and called for a hearing 
on the matter.

“This is the second year in 
a row that PlowNYC is calling 
streets plowed which aren’t, leav-
ing my constituents frustrated 
at a lack of accurate informa-
tion and concerned that their 
streets are being ignored based 
on PlowNYC’s faulty data,” Lanc-
man said. “If PlowNYC can’t get it 
right after a minor snowfall, what 
will happen when we have a real 
storm?”

On Saturday, Lancman posted 

BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD has taken over the management of 
security at Department of Homeless Services shel-
ters citywide. Nearly 700 DHS peace officers have 
already been retrained and security plans at all lo-

NYPD oversees safety 
at homeless shelters

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A number of Queens 
neighborhoods made the 
list of 50 priciest neigh-
borhoods in New York 
City, according to a study 
conducted by real estate 
analyst PropertyShark.

Forest Hills Gardens is 
the highest Queens neigh-
borhood on the list at No. 
10, with a median sale 
price of $1,525,000 and 29 
transactions in the past 
year. PropertyShark said 
the median price marked 
a 37 percent increase from 

the year before.
B r o a dw ay- F lu s h i n g 

and Hunters Point come 
in at No. 28 and No. 29, 
respectively. Broadway 
recorded a median home 
price of $944,000, with a 
14 percent increase from 

Forest Hills Gardens was the only 
Queens neighborhood to crack the top 
10 priciest spots in the city, accord-
ing to a PropertyShark analysis. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Lancman rips
PlowNYC over
snow removal

Zero Qns Blvd. deaths in 2017
Pedestrian fatalities drop across city for third year in a row under mayor’s plan

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 12

Boro nabe lands on priciest list

TWELFTH NIGHT



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JA

N. 
15

, 2
01

7
2

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 15, 2017

3Rich Hill mourns city’s fi rst ‘17 homicide
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Friends and family of 
Ricky Kalisaran gathered 
at the site of his murder in 
Richmond Hill to mourn him 
last Friday afternoon. 

At the somber, candle-
light vigil, organized by state 
Sen. James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park), mourners sang 
hymns and read prayers in 
honor of Kalisaran, whose 
shooting death was the city’s 
first homicide of 2017.

Everyone was given a 
lighted candle, and white 
balloons were released in 
Kalisaran’s honor. Police 
have still not made an ar-
rest in the Jan. 2 homicide, 
but said they have identified 
two persons of interest in the 
case, described as two black 
males in their 20s who may 
have fled to South Carolina. 

Kalisaran, who was visit-
ing New York for his grand-
mother’s funeral, was shot 
and killed when he and his 
brother were robbed in the 
early hours of Jan. 2. Police 
arrived outside 104-32 124th 
St. at 3:25 a.m. where they 
found 31-year-old Kalisaran 
with a gunshot wound in the 
chest and his brother Sunny, 
24, with a gunshot wound to 
his back. The brothers were 

taken to Jamaica Hospital, 
where the older Kalisaran 
was pronounced dead and 
his brother Sunny was in 
stable condition, police said.

According to police, the 
brothers were walking to-
ward their car after leaving 
The Underground Lounge, a 
bar one block away on 123rd 
Street near Liberty Avenue 
when they were approached 
by a man who attempted to 
rob them. Sunny was report-
edly wearing a flashy gold 
chain at the time. The broth-
ers resisted and the robber 
shot both of them after a 
struggle for the gun, police 
said.

The killer fled in a dark-
colored, two-door sedan, 
possibly a Mercedes Benz, 
according to police.

The crowd at the vigil was 
angry, blaming gun violence 
and the nightclubs in the res-
idential area for the robbery, 
and calling for the establish-
ments to be shut down. 

Vishnu Mahadeo, execu-
tive director of the Richmond 
Hill Economic Development 
Council, placed the blame 
squarely on the nightclubs in 
the neighborhood and said 
the community needs to be 
more active and vigilant to 
keep them out.

“This has been a sense-

less killing, and we as a com-
munity need to look back at 
what were the social forces 
that caused this,” he said. 
“Be it more clubs that we 
were not supposed to have in 
our community and to have 
them in residential areas 
when they’re not permit-
ted to be in residential area. 
But our community was 
dormant and allowed these 
clubs to come in here, and 
I will ask all of you here to 
take the time to go to a com-
munity board meeting and 
air your voices.”

Mahadeo also said that 
families cannot just rely on 
the police to keep their chil-

dren safe. 
“When you go to our 

nightclubs, you find our 
youths have lawlessness,” 
he said. “We are the parents, 
we are responsible for our 
own kids. We should look at 
police as secondary support. 
Take some time and go to the 
clubs at 3 in the morning and 
you will be shocked at what 
our children are doing.”

But the owner of the 
The Underground Lounge, 
Lystra Singh, denied that her 
club had any involvement in 
the fatal shooting, claim-
ing that contrary to the po-
lice account, the Kalisaran 
brothers were not at her spot 
before the robbery.

“Everyone keeps blam-
ing us,” she said. “We’re very 
sad about the whole situa-
tion. We didn’t even know 
anything until we saw it in 
the news, but they weren’t 
there. We’ve checked with 
the police and everything, 
and it’s one thing we want to 
make clear.”

Nonetheless, Singh ex-
pressed sympathy for the 
men’s mother.

“It’s been a lot of bad pub-
licity, and you know what? 
Some days I haven’t slept 
because I understand, I have 
kids that are the same age,” 

she said.
Kamla Paul, a friend of 

the family for more than 30 
years, said the men’s mother 
is holding up the best she 
can, considering the many 
losses she has suffered.

“I know that the mother 
is not doing that well,” said 
Paul, who hails from the 
same town in Guyana as the 
Kalisaran family, Goed For-
tuin. “This is very sad for 
her because it’s a time when 
she’s lost her mom as well. 
The father of this boy died 
months ago, then the grand-
father had a stroke, then the 
grandmother had a stroke 
and got into a coma. It’s a 
very difficult time, it’s very 
heartbreaking to see. There’s 
so much mourning at this 
time. It’s heart wrenching.”

Paul said Sunny was still 
in the hospital but that his 
injuries were not life-threat-
ening.

“He is stable, but he still 
has a way to go,” she said.  
“He’s in a lot of pain and 
there’s a lot of complications. 
He needs prayers as well, 
and support.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

More than 3,000 kinder-
gartners in a school district 
containing much of north-
western Queens will have 
$100 allocated to them into 
scholarship accounts this 
fall to help them start saving 
for a college education.

The new program will be 
directed by the newly estab-
lished nonprofit NYC Kids 
Rise and will be funded by 
a $10 million donation from 
the Gray Foundation.

School District 30, which 
contains Astoria, Long Is-
land City, Sunnyside, Wood-
side, Jackson Heights and 
East Elmhurst, will act as 
the site for a three-year pilot 
program, and officials said 
they hoped to scale the pro-
gram citywide afterwards.

Julie Menin, the city’s 

Media and Entertainment 
Commissioner and chair-
woman of the new nonprofit 
organization, joined Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña, 
Deputy Mayor of Strategic 
Policy Initiatives Richard 
Buery, elected officials and 
others at a news conference 
at Public School 171 in Asto-
ria to tout the new savings 
accounts.

“By investing in the fu-
ture of our children, we will 
dramatically increase the 
chance that they will not only 
enroll in college but gradu-
ate,” she said. “Through this 
program, the students of Dis-
trict 30 will see first-hand the 
benefits of long term savings 
and, in turn, we hope to help 
families take control of their 
own financial futures.”

The new program will 
work in collaboration with 

New York’s 529 College Sav-
ings Program, which assists 
families in planning for fu-
ture financial costs of college 
for students.

Menin said early focus 
groups indicated that while 
many parents wanted to save 
for children, they were un-
aware the 529 services were 
available.

The funds will be set 
aside in an omnibus account, 
with a sub-account for each 
incoming District 30 kinder-
garten student.

The accounts will be 
invested in the state’s 529 
Direct Plan, which means 
families can benefit from ac-
crued interest over time.

Each student will receive 

$100, with $200 in additional 
matching funds in the first 
three years. A total of about 
10,000 children in total will 
participate throughout the 
pilot program.

Menin said studies in-
dicated low- and moderate-
income children with col-
lege savings even below $500 
were three times as likely to 
attend college.

Menin said the program 
would be available to all stu-
dents, regardless of income 
or immigration status.

Deborah Ellen Glickstein, 
the former executive direc-
tor of the city’s Office of Fi-
nancial Empowerment, was 
selected as executive direc-
tor of the Kids Rise, and the 
Gray Foundation’s donation 
will also cover costs related 
to the nonprofit’s operation.

The funds would become 

available for students after 
high school graduation, and 
could be used for tuition or 
other ancillary costs to col-
lege, which Buery said made 
it complimentary to Gov. 
Cuomo’s recent announce-
ment about free tuition at 
CUNY and SUNY schools for 
qualifying students.

Fariña said the program 
could help improve financial 
literacy for families.

“This will level the play-
ing field, and there’ll be a big 
piece of parent education,” 
she said. “Some kids don’t 
see beyond middle school or 
high school. There’s no rea-
son college shouldn’t be at-
tainable.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Kamla Paul (l) says the Kalisaran family is going through a tough time after the New Year’s Day mur-
der of their son. Photo by Naeisha Rose

City announces college savings accounts for students

Chancellor Fariña plays with kids at PS 171 before announcing a 
new college savings account for kindergarteners in school District 
30. Photo by Patrick Donachie
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Monday & Thursday 10am-7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 1pm-6pm 
Sunday 12-4pm

718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY

DINETTE 
& FURNITURE CENTER

STORE CLOSING!STORE CLOSING!

CHAIRS
$10 and up!

STOOLS
$25 and up!

TABLES
$75 and up!

PRICES SLASHED!

LAST 3 WEEKS!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

 

ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR STYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT LOOK

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city Department 
of Housing Preservation 
and Development opened 
a Request for Expressed 
Interest from parties that 
want to develop communi-
ty land trusts in the city, 
which Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Arverne) 
said could be one way to 
increase affordable ho-
meownership in areas 
wracked by foreclosures 
and rising prices like 
southeast Queens.

“One of the reasons 
we’re pushing for land 
trusts is it takes specula-
tion out of land,” Richards 
said.  “It’s helping people 
who haven’t been able to 
afford homeownership in 
New York City. Everybody 
dreams about the white 
picket fence and having 
a place they can come in 
and own.” 

Richards briefly de-
tailed community land 
trusts during an afford-
able housing conference 
held at Allen AME Cathe-
dral in Jamaica Monday. 
In a subsequent interview, 
he spoke about Council 
legislation he introduced 
in September to allow the 
HPD to enter into regu-
latory agreements with 
community land trusts, 
which are nonprofit orga-
nizations established to 
own land in an attempt 
to maintain affordability 
over time despite fluctua-
tions in the surrounding 
area’s market rates. 

In a city where rent 
price spikes often take top 
billing in the news, Rich-
ards said community land 
trusts could help ensure 
that areas like southeast 
Queens and the Rock-
aways, with higher con-
centration of single-fami-
ly homes, could enjoy the 
benefits of affordable and 
stable homeownership.

“Homeownership re-
ally is a gateway to the 
middle class for work-
ing families. If you’re a 
teacher, if you’re getting 

your first job, southeast 
Queens is great. There’s 
more investment, crime 
is going down,” he said. 
“You’re building equity in 
the long term, and it gives 
you the opportunity to 
pass it down at the end of 
your life. The home could 
stay in your family.”

The HPD released its re-
quest to find “experienced 
groups with viable plans 
for CLTs that will improve 
upon, or fill gaps in, the 
city’s already extensive 
affordable housing pro-
grams.” The department 
asked for the submissions 
to detail how city-owned 
properties could be uti-
lized by CLTs in neighbor-
hoods like East Harlem, 
the South Bronx and parts 
of Brooklyn as well as 
southeastern Queens and 
Edgemere.

John Krinsky, a repre-
sentative for the New York 
City Community Land Ini-
tiative, which has advo-
cated for increased use of 
CLTs in the city, said the 
HPD’s announcement was 
a positive step forward, 
indicating the city was 
taking CLTs seriously. 

Krinsky also said 
there were already sev-
eral examples of CLTs in 

the city, including Cooper 
Square on the Lower East 
Side as well as one in East 
Harlem, and he said CLTs 
could offer stewardship to 
homeowners in trouble. 
The foreclosure rates on 
CLT homes during the 
foreclosure crisis was 
“vanishingly small,” ac-
cording to Krinsky.

“What a CLT does is 
treat housing as some-
thing to be lived in rather 
than a commodity,” he 
said. “I’m encouraged the 
city is entertaining this 
notion.”

Foreclosure rates in 
southeastern Queens re-
main particularly high, 
and while a CLT agree-
ment would lower the 
amount of equity a hom-
eowner could accrue over 
time, it could keep prop-
erty affordable, especially 
if southeast Queens prices 
continue to rise.

“We want to make sure 
there’s still a way to pro-
vide this,” he said. “We 
can’t just be a city of rent-
ers.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

City seeks developers 
for local land trusts

Community land trusts could help in the fight to maintain af-
fordable homeownership in southeast Queens, according to 
Councilman Donovan Richards. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MARK HALLUM

The space occupied by 
Bell Plaza Sports Club will 
be reoccupied following the 
gym’s sudden closure in 
late June.

Renzo Gracie Bayside, a 
new state-of-the-art Brazil-
ian jiu-jitsu facility opening 
up at 45-58 Bell Blvd., will be 
opening in May, according 
to owner Doug Pelinkovic. 
Renovations are currently 
underway on the interior 
of the location to better suit 
the space for classes.

On Jan. 4 the business 
posted to Facebook: “6000 
square feet of Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu heaven, right in 
the heart of Bayside! We are 
getting closer to the Grand 
Opening. Are you excited 
yet?”

The Renzo Gracie Acad-
emy affiliate locations 
teach Brazilian jiu-jitsu 
throughout the city where 
owner Doug Pelinkovic has 
studied the martial art for 
16 years. He currently owns 
a Gracie affiliate facility in 
the Bronx.

Pelinkovic decided to 
open his new facility in 
Bayside after being intro-
duced to the area by anoth-
er martial arts instructor 
who will be leading classes 
at the storefront on Bell 
Boulevard.

“I like the area, I like the 
feel of it,” Pelinkovic said. 
“I think it’s going to do very 
well.”

Bell Plaza shocked mem-
bers when it closed with 

only two days notice June 
28. Residents showed up at 
the facility to find doors 
locked with a sign inform-
ing them that 24 Hour Fit-
ness at 245-24 Horace Hard-
ing Expressway in Little 
Neck would be honoring 
their rates.

The gym had been a 
neighborhood staple for 
over 30 years.

“While Bell Plaza has 
been a special ‘community’ 
club for over 30 years, we’re 
confident that you will 
find yourself at home at 24 
Hour Fitness and be able 
to achieve whatever fitness 
goals you set for yourself,” 
the notification of closure 
posted on the door said. 
“They are focused on their 
members, and with cutting 
edge programming, they 
can keep you engaged and 
give you many more op-
tions than we were able to 
offer. It has been a pleasure 
to have served you, and we 
humbly thank you for your 
patronage.”

A spokesman for City 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) said the notice 
came two days prior to clos-
ing because the lease on the 
three-story space rented 
by Bell Plaza was abruptly 
canceled. Movers were soon 
at the location rolling tread-
mills down ramps and into 
trucks to be taken away.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Michael O’Kane, presi-
dent of Vietnam Veterans 
of America, Chapter 32 in 
Whitestone, proposed set-
ting up a veterans commit-
tee on CB7 to help returnees 
navigate life after their ser-
vice. 

O’Kane, a Vietnam vet, 
talked about his negative ex-
perience while in the mili-
tary and upon returning at 
the board’s monthly meet-
ing Monday night. He said 
he has had health complica-
tions from being exposed to 
Agent Orange and that he 
never got decent help from 
Veterans Affairs. He said 
receiving tips and direction 
from someone who has al-
ready navigated the bureau-
cracy is beneficial. 

“To the best of my knowl-
edge there’s only one more 
and that’s on Community 
Board 5, my board,” he said. 
“For the guys coming home 
there’s a disconnect be-
tween getting their benefits, 
getting in touch and know-
ing what they have. Viet-
nam veterans, we can help 
them with that, we’re good 
at it. We’re good at navigat-
ing the bureaucracy that is 
the V.A.”

O’Kane believes a vet-
erans committee on CB7 
would be good for returnees 
in the district 

“With a veterans com-
mittee you can help the re-
turnees get their benefits on 

a local level,” he said. “We 
can direct them to probably 
one of the best veteran ser-
vice offices in the state, if 
not the country.”

 The board agreed to 
discuss and decide at a 
later time if a committee is 
needed. 

Next, Matthew McWhirr, 
a representative from the 
Treasury Office of Inves-
tigation, came to inform 
residents of an IRS imper-
sonation scam he said is 
tricking people across the 
country. 

McWhirr said this scam 
has been the largest case in 
the agency’s history and that 
in the last two months more 
than 50 people have been ar-
rested and 27 indicted. 

He said the scam origi-
nated in India with low level 
operatives in the States.  

“The way it works its 
this,” he said. “You get a call 
out of the blue,  It’s usually 
someone with a foreign ac-
cent, but with a nondescript 
name like John Smith. What 
they’re going to say is you 
are under investigation by 
the IRS,  that you owe $3,000, 
which  is a lot for most peo-
ple, but still an attainable 
amount. They tell you have 
to pay immediately, and if 
you don’t pay, they’ll have 
the city marshal waiting 
down the street to pick you 
up.”

When someone scoffed 
at the meeting McWhirr 
said the scam isn’t so far-
fetched. 

“If they know they’re not 
going to get the money from 
you, they hang up,” he said. 
‘But most folks actually do 
have legitimate tax issues 

and think ‘Oh, my God, I 
though I owed $30,000.  If I 
can just pay $2,000, I’m go-
ing to do it’. Then you have 
some people who don’t owe 
any money, but think maybe 
they overlooked something 
by mistake and don’t want to 
go to jail. Sometimes if they 
detect an accent they threat-
en deportation as well.”

He said that people are 
likely to go along with the 
scam because of fear.

“The IRS is a scary 
agency to be realistic. They 
do have law enforcement 
authority, they do make 
arrests and prosecute you 
criminally. It’s not like 
someone is calling you tell-
ing you they’re going to cut 
off your Cable Vision.”

McWhirr told people to 
spread the word. He said 
to never give any personal 
information over the phone 
and that when dealing with 
the IRS it’s best to do it in 
person.  The IRS does not 
call people anymore. His 
tip with dealing with scam-
mers is to either hang up im-
mediately or tell the caller 
“I know this is a scam” and 
they’ll hang up. 

There was also a hearing 
on the proposed construc-
tion of a 22-single family 
homes on Sullivan Drive in 
Whitestone. The board vot-
ed yes unanimously. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Kevin Shields holds hearing on the Sullivan Drive construction at 
CB7.  Photo by Gina Martinez

IRS scams targeted
CB 7 urged to establish committee for returning veterans

Jiu-jitsu center 
comes to Bayside



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 15, 2017

7

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
JAN. 22ND 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer!
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Last week we selected 
our final resting place

718-894-4888
Cremation and Above Ground Burial Sites Available

Now we’re 
living life to 
the fullest.

I am interested in
Mausoleum Space:
Cremation Graves/Niches:

Please Mail To:
St. John’s Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, NY 11379

As indicated, please call/send 
me my FREE packet

Name

Address

Phone:

Email:

Allen AME holds affordable housing workshop
Southeast Queens still struggling with high foreclosure rates years after the 2008 mortgage crisis

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The message was clear 
at the Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral: Congregations 
and houses of worship can 
act as intermediaries for 
parishioners and commu-
nity residents endangered 
by foreclosure or rising 
rent prices.

An event to inform the 
public on their rights and 
avenues of action in the 
face of housing pressures 
was held in the basement 
of Allen AME in Jamaica 
Monday morning. Numer-
ous representatives from 
multiple city, state and inde-
pendent agencies attended, 
setting up tables to answer 
any questions community 
members had. 

Rev. Andrew J. Wilkes, 
the cathedral’s director of 
social justice ministry, said 
the church community and 
parish should work to sup-
port each other.

“Often in the city, we 
think of congregations as 
centers of inspiration with 
folks who are exalting 
things that are eternal and 
matters divine,”  he said. 

“But congregations are 
also critical cavaliers of 
democracy,” Wilkes added, 
citing the role houses of 
worship play in delivering 
social services as well as 
being “key amplifiers and 
aggregators of policy pref-
erences.”

Wilkes said the infor-
mation was particularly 
important for southeast 
Queens residents. Queens 
accounted for 42 percent 
of first-time foreclosures 
in the city, with many of 
those foreclosures concen-
trated in southeast Queens, 
according to a recently 
published PropertyShark 
report on the rate of fore-
closures in the city between 
2015 and 2016. 

“In southeast Queens, 

we’ve seen foreclosure rates 
through the roof,” Wilkes 
said, adding that residents 
needed informed advocates. 
“They’re looking for an ex-
pert to give trusted advice 

and be an intermediary be-
tween banks, if need be.”

Agencies present includ-
ed the city’s Commission 
on Human Rights and the 
New York State Homes and 

Community Renewal pro-
gram, as well as indepen-
dent nonprofits like Habitat 
for Humanity and the Local 
Initiatives Support Corpo-
ration. LISC launched the 
New York Land Opportuni-
ty Program last fall, which 
offers pro bono expertise for 
“mission-driven” organiza-
tions like houses of worship 
or NPOs   in how they can 
develop affordable housing 
on underutilized land. 

Such expertise is sorely 
in demand, according to 
Jonathan Soto, the senior 
community liaison with 
the mayor’s Community Af-
fairs Unit. Soto said houses 
of worship were often ap-
proached by developers 
interested in purchasing 
underutilized space. Those 
developers might not have 
an interest in including af-
fordable units in any devel-
opment, but the spiritual 
centers might want to make 
that a necessity for develop-

ing on their space.
“We’re providing free 

technical assistance for 
houses of worship to join in 
developing affordable hous-
ing,” Soto said about the 
partnership with LISC. 

One attendee traveled 
all the way from her home 
in Washington Heights in 
upper Manhattan to learn 
more about rent relief op-
tions for elderly tenants. 
She said her building’s 
owner often tried to get her 
and other rent-stabilized 
tenants to leave the build-
ing, in order to maximize 
revenue in a market of sky-
rocketing median rents. 

“And as soon as people 
leave, they turn two bed-
rooms into three bedrooms, 
studios into one bedrooms,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Todd Baker (l) of the Center for New York City Neighborhoods, 
stands with Rev. Floyd Flake, the senior pastor for the Greater 
Allen AME Cathedral of New York, and Rev. Andrew Wilkes, the ca-
thedral’s director of social justice ministry.
             Photo by Nat Valentine
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Following a longstanding tradition, President Mike Truesdell invited 7th and 8th graders from several 
local Catholic elementary schools to our concert band rehearsal on December 14. This year girls and boys 
attended the uplifting and upbeat rehearsal concert from Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, St. Andrew 
Avellino School, and St. Kevin’s Catholic Academy.  St. Andrew Avellino asked to bring their 6th grade 
class also and we welcomed them with open arms and open hearts!  The in-house guest total was over 200 
students, faculty, and staff members who made our rehearsal concert very special!  

Following this rehearsal on December 16, our Annual Christmas Concert was held where the entire 
Holy Cross High School community congregated to listen to and sing along with the playing of traditional 
Christmas music orchestrated by our new Director of Music, Mr. Greg Mulzet. Bravo, Holy Cross!

Pictured left is the fi nal scene from our Annual Christmas Concert, which we received wonderful 
reviews from attendees.

Holy Cross Hosts Annual Christmas Rehearsal Concert 

Photo:  The 2016 Holy Cross Christmas Concert
led by Greg Mulzet, Director of Music
© 2016 Holy Cross High School

Holy Cross’ Annual Christmas Classic means business!
It was faculty against students on December 21 once again in a close game! 

Faculty won by a mere fi ve points making the fi nal score 43-38! 

Faculty V. Students Christmas Classic Basketball Game

Photo:  The 2016 Holy Cross Faculty Team
© 2016 Holy Cross High School

Holy Cross’ Student Ambassadors were honored to be a part of the 2016 holiday toy drive.  The toy drive, 
sponsored by Councilman Paul A. Vallone and Josip Banovic, Junior Vice President of Holy Cross’ Student 
Council works with multiple local schools where volunteers gathered as many toys as possible to help the Friends 
of St. Mary’s Toy Drive campaign. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all who donated on the 
request of our amazing Student Ambassadors!

Holy Cross Student Ambassador Program: 
Friends Of St. Mary’s Toy Drive With Councilman Vallone

Photo:  Some of the donated toys under the St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital Christmas tree
© 2016 Offi ce of Councilman Paul A. Vallone

Service Learning Holiday Project
This Giving Tuesday, and throughout the holiday season, Holy Cross collected baby diapers and wipes for families in need of these 

particular items. Holy Cross students, families, faculty, and staff joined forces—donating and collecting thousands of items making this year’s 
project another success!

In addition, the Service Learning Department made diaper cakes to present to families in a festive fashion! The initiative helped a great 
deal of families care for their children this season.

CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS
at Holy Cross High School
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The longstanding Holy Cross-St. Agnes alliance has been cultivated for 
decades.  This year, the two schools are joining forces like never before—
planning bigger and better events and ensuring everything they do is to better 
our world on a local, national, or international level.  Most recently, Holy Cross 
High School’s Student Councilmen invited St. Agnes High School’s Student 
Councilwomen to support the Ronald McDonald House with them.   

Here’s what Briana Stephenson, Second Vice President, St. Agnes High 
School and Josip Banovic, Holy Cross High School Student Council had to 
say about the cheerful, heartfelt day where volunteers of Holy Cross and St. 
Agnes gathered to prepare donated gifts for children to unwrap this Christmas 
Day…

“My experience at the Ronald McDonald House was truly something that 
I will never forget. When I fi rst walked inside the building, I was amazed to 
see how comfortable and welcoming the atmosphere was.  One of the women 
who worked there brought us up to the second fl oor to see all of the toys that 
we would be dealing with that afternoon.  It was a room that resembled a hotel 
room fi lled to the ceiling with toys.  She told us that there were at least 1500 
toys in the room!  We walked through a dining hall fi lled with the aroma of 
freshly baked cookies.  We were told that we had the option to be bakers or 
to be sorters.  I knew I would enjoy sorting the toys and so I did with four 
others.  

This job entailed separating toys by age group and even gender as the boys 
brought cartloads of toys down into the room.  We had to work extremely 

quickly to clear the fl oor and empty the carts so that they could be brought 
back upstairs to be refi lled.  It was really amazing how well the St. Agnes 
girls and the Holy Cross boys worked together.  After about an hour, we had 
completely sorted through all of the toys, and there were stacks on each dif-
ferent table that reached the ceiling. It was amazing to see all that we were 
able to accomplish!

The Ronald McDonald House helps families in such a great way.  By giv-
ing hospitalized children toys to play with, it relieves the fi nancial burden 
of families who are already paying for larger-than-normal medical expenses.  
Most importantly, it is showing the families that they are there to help.  As I 
walked through the dining hall, I noticed that there were dozens of volunteers 
preparing meals and serving the people who live there. I saw the smiles on the 
parent’s faces as they sat down with small children and prepared to eat dinner 
that night, and I was so grateful that I had done something to help this orga-
nization.  After the sorting process, there is still much work to be done before 
the toys are actually distributed, and Ronald McDonald House could always 
use more volunteers. I would be ecstatic to have the opportunity to volunteer 
there again.” – Briana Stephenson

“The Ronald McDonald House is a wonderful place that tries to allevi-
ate the pain of families and children struggling with various illnesses. It was 
truly an honor to go over there and help with their annual toy drive. I, and the 
rest of my Student Councilmen, would like to thank, Mrs. Lohnes, Head of 
Holy Cross Student Council and Jennifer Nicholson, Director of Volunteers 
for making this trip possible.  As we arrived at the Ronald McDonald House, 
we immediately went to work!  Some of the girls went to bake goods in the 
kitchen with Mrs. Lohnes for the families staying, while the rest of us went to 
separate the toys.  We were surprised to fi nd an entire room full of toys!  Our 
job was to categorize the toys into separate age groups so every child would 
have the perfect one.  I speak for everyone who went to the Ronald McDonald 
House, in saying it was truly an unforgettable experience.  The Ronald 
McDonald House and this toy drive, is a way to give these children a little 
bit of holiday joy during their tough times. This service trip was a wonderful 
opportunity and we look forward to doing something similar in the future.” 
– Josip Banovic.

Holiday Altruism with Holy Cross & St. Agnes High Schools

At this time, the Holy Cross-St. Agnes Student Council duo is planning a talent showcase to raise money for a deserving charity or several charities.  Event 
profi ts will go directly to the Ronald McDonald House and Love Without Boundaries.  Love Without Boundaries provides medical, educational, and 
nutritional programs to children in Cambodia, Uganda, and China.  Their robust nutritional program gives formula to infants in healing homes and foster care 
families, fruits and vegetables to children at schools, and cereal for those in foster care. 

The talent showcase is scheduled for March 2017, so please stay tuned for updates on attending, giving, or volunteering for this event!

Future Plans

Media inquiries contact Teresa Augustyniak, Director of Communications and Marketing, Holy Cross High School, 718-886-7250.
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HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT 
Thursday, January 19, 5:00pm - 7:00pm

the prior year, while 
Hunters Point’s me-
dian home price was 
$935,000 for a 16 per-
cent increase. Malba, 
a subsection of Whit-
estone, was at No. 30 
with a $932,000 median 
price, though the medi-
an price had dropped 6 
percent from the prior 
year.

Other entries later 
in the list include Ja-
maica Estates at No. 
42, which had the 
highest year-to-year 
percentage increase in 
median home prices, 
at 88 percent. The top 
four neighborhoods on 
the list were in Man-
hattan, with Tribeca 
maintaining its top 
spot. The Manhattan 
neighborhood had a median home price of $4,152,412 last 
year, according to PropertyShark’s analysis. 

Besides Forest Hills, the only neighborhood not in Man-
hattan that made the top 10 was DUMBO in Brooklyn, with a 
$2.1 million median home price.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by e-mail at pdonachie@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Pricey
videos of 185th Street in Fresh 
Meadows and 76th Avenue in 
Hillcrest with inches of snow laid 
over them and deep ruts left by 
cars, along with screen grabs of 
schematics from the app showing 
plows had visited those arteries.

But Lancman was not the only 
elected official calling out Sanita-
tion for poor snow removal.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) released a statement ex-
pressing outrage over an accident 
which occurred at the Little Neck 
station of the Long Island Rail 
Road at midday Saturday. A car 
was struck by a work train as it 
skidded across the tracks unable 
to come to a safe stop, according to 
Avella.

“This weekend a fellow New 
Yorker was almost seriously in-
jured due to the Department of 
Sanitation’s negligence in snow re-
moval. I was told that this location 
would be monitored and treated 
as a priority.  Clearly that was not 
the case as an LIRR train collided 
with a skidding car at this loca-
tion in what was an avoidable situ-
ation. Thankfully, the driver only 
sustained minor injuries and ev-
eryone walked away with their life 

intact — this time,” Avella said.
A spokesman from the LIRR 

said the vehicle was unoccupied 
at the time of the collision, which 
occurred in the early afternoon 
Saturday, forcing the Port Wash-
ington line to shut down in both 
directions. There were no report-
ed The cause was still under inves-
tigation, the spokesman said.

Lancman’s fresh vexation 
over the snow removal situation 
in Queens is a repeat of last year 
when the councilman called out 
the real-time tracker app follow-

ing Winter Storm Jonas on Jan. 
24, 2016. The second worst snow-
storm in the city’s history blan-
keted the borough with 34 inches 
in Jackson Heights and buried 
central Queens streets, which did 
not get relief for two days. Mayor 
Bill de Blasio attributed the clean-
up delay from Jonas to the size of 
the borough and its many miles of 
roadway.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Little Neck

Among the costlier attributes of Hunters 
Point? The views of Manhattan from every 
street and high-rise. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Elected officials spoke out against poor snow removal in Queens, which resulted 
in a wreck at the Little Neck station of the LIRR. 
 YouTube/Monica Matos
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$816,000 in Academic Scholarships 

$534,000 in Christ the King Continuing Education  
Catholic School Loyalty Program Awards 
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$1,446,000 
 in Scholarships/Awards  

Congratulations to the Class of 2021! 

$96,000 in Community Incentive Awards 
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cations have been reviewed 
and enhancements were made 
where needed.

NYPD Commissioner James 
P. O’Neill pointed out that “2016 
was the safest year on record in 
New York City.”

He added, “We will bring 
our crime-fighting expertise to 
assist the Department of Home-
less Services in making their 
facilities more secure, with 
both out management team and 
the training of peace officers.”

While DHS supervisors have 
tasers, peace officers will not be 
armed but were trained to do a 
better job of keeping weapons 
out of shelters, defusing tense 
encounters, dealing with the 
mentally ill and preventing do-
mestic violence. Mayor Bill de 
Blasio ordered an NYPD review 
of DHS security in March.

“The NYPD is among the 
premier policing and security 
organizations in the world and 
having them work with Com-
missioner Steve Banks to man-
age security at our homeless 
shelters will ensure the best 
possible approach to providing 
safety for both shelter residents 
and the neighborhoods where 

the shelters are located,” de Bla-
sio said.

Last week, NYPD Deputy 
First Commissioner Benjamin 
Tucker joined Banks, the head 
of the Department of Social 
Services, to announce the pro-
gram at One Police Plaza. Dep-
uty Chief Edward Thompson 
will lead the team off 22 NYPD 
personnel who will oversee all 
DHS security while analyzing 
incident data to evaluate risks 
and inform policy and staffing 
decisions at shelters.

“DHS’ security plan, includ-
ing the new key NYPD role, 
demonstrates our commitment 
to ensuring the safety and well-
being of the individuals and 
families DHS is entrusted with 
protecting,” Banks said. “DHS 
work with the NYPD manage-
ment team has already resulted 
in the implementation of criti-
cal improvements to the shel-
ter security measures that had 
been in place for many years.”

Meanwhile, DHS is asking 
New Yorkers to volunteer for 
its annual Homeless Outreach 
Population Estimate, known 
as HOPE, to assist the agency 
in estimating the number of 
people living on the streets, 
in parks, subways, and other 
public spaces across the city. 

HOPE 2017 will held Jan. 23 
from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. and DHS 
will need a minimum of 3,000 
volunteers to collect vital infor-
mation that will augment the 
HOME-STAT quarterly night-
time street counts that helped 
690 street homeless transition 
off the streets.

“It’s essential to know how 
many New Yorkers need our 
services, and the HOPE count 
is an important part of that,” 
Banks said. “Now with the 
Mayor’s HOME-STAT initia-
tive, we are greatly increasing 
our outreach program to help 
bring people in from the streets, 
and we will have more informa-
tion about homelessness on the 
streets going forward.”

The HOPE count began in 
2003 with 1,000 volunteers in 
Manhattan and now covers all 
five boroughs. Over 3,800 New 
Yorker volunteered for HOPE 
2016, a record total.

Those interested in volun-
teering should visit www.nyc.
gov/hope to register.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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colleagues at sister agencies.”
In 2016, DOT completed more than 

100 safety projects, 165 miles of corri-
dor safety retiming, 18.5 miles of pro-
tected bike lanes, 405 speed bumps 
and more than 750 pedestrian head-
starts, all new records, according to 
the DOT. The city’s overall 23 percent 
decline in traffic fatalities since 2013 
runs defies national trends.

According to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, 
traffic fatalities nationwide last year 
saw their biggest increase in 50 years, 
a 7.1 percent increase, with increases 
for 2016 forecast to be even higher.

“Every life saved on our roads 
matters, because every life is a 
mother or father, sister of brother, 
friend or co-worker,” NHTSA Ad-
ministrator Dr. Mark Rosekind 
said. “New York City’s commit-
ment to Vision Zero shows that a 
comprehensive approach to road 
safety has measurable impacts, 
and the city serves as a model for 
the rest of the country as we com-
mit ourselves to reaching zero 
traffic fatalities.”

While three children were 
killed on city streets, it was the 
fewest-ever annual traffic fatali-
ties of children under 17. The pre-
vious five years have seen an aver-

age of eight schoolchildren killed 
per year and as recently as 2004, 
17 children were killed in a single 
year.

“The decline in traffic fatali-
ties -- especially among school kids 
-- under Mayor de Blasio’s Vision 
Zero initiative is certainly wel-
come news and we look forward to 
continuing this trajectory,” Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz said. 

“However, after nine New York-
ers were killed in preventable traf-
fic crashes in the first 10 days of 
2017, Transportation Alternatives 
is demanding more be done.

“Of those nine deaths, seven 
occurred in Mayor de Blasio’s 
own “Vision Zero Priority” cor-
ridors or areas, previously identi-
fied high-crash locations, where 
the city must allocate funding 
for street redesign during the up-
coming budgeting process,” TA 
Executive Director Paul Steely 
White said. “This is particularly 
essential in light of a recent deci-
sion from the state’s highest court, 
which ruled the city can he held li-
able in connection with crashes on 
streets where officials have failed 
to adequately study and implement 
traffic calming measures.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.
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