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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The message was clear at 
the Greater Allen AME Ca-
thedral: Congregations and 
houses of worship can act as 
intermediaries for parishio-
ners and community residents 
endangered by foreclosure or 
rising rent prices.

An event to inform the pub-
lic on their rights and avenues 
of action in the face of housing 
pressures was held in the base-
ment of Allen AME in Jamaica 
Monday morning. Numerous 
representatives from multiple 
city, state and independent 
agencies attended, setting up 
tables to answer any questions 
community members had. 

Rev. Andrew J. Wilkes, 
the cathedral’s director of so-
cial justice ministry, said the 
church community and parish 
should work to support each 
other.

“Often in the city, we think 
of congregations as centers of 
inspiration with folks who are 
exalting things that are eternal 
and matters divine,”  he said. 

“But congregations are also 
critical cavaliers of democ-
racy,” Wilkes added, citing the 
role houses of worship play in 
delivering social services as 
well as being “key amplifiers 

Friends, family 
gather to honor 
Ricky Kalisaran

At St. Leo’s Church in Corona, Three Kings Day can be nearly as big a deal as Christmas itself. 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya (l, in rear) and state Sen. Jose Peralta (r) hand out toys. 
                  Photo by Michael Shain

Richmond Hill mourns at vigil

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Friends and family of Ricky 
Kalisaran gathered at the site 
of his murder in Richmond Hill 
to mourn him last Friday after-
noon. 

At the somber, candlelight 
vigil, organized by state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-South Ozone 
Park), mourners sang hymns 
and read prayers in honor of 
Kalisaran, whose shooting 
death was the city’s first homi-
cide of 2017.

Everyone was given a light-
ed candle, and white balloons 
were released in Kalisaran’s 
honor. Police have still not 
made an arrest in the Jan. 2 ho-
micide, but said they have iden-
tified two persons of interest in 
the case, described as two black 
males in their 20s who may 
have fled to South Carolina. 

Kalisaran, who was visiting 
New York for his grandmoth-
er’s funeral, was shot and killed 
when he and his brother were 
robbed in the early hours of Jan. 
2. Police arrived outside 104-32 
124th St. at 3:25 a.m. where they 
found 31-year-old Kalisaran 
with a gunshot wound in the 
chest and his brother Sunny, 
24, with a gunshot wound to his 

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52
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BY MARK HALLUM

Elected officials from 
western Queens led a toy 
giveaway for students in Co-
rona at St. Leo’s School Sat-
urday — but they weren’t 
tardy.  

Christmas may be over 
for most of us, but Three 
Kings Day — also known 
as the Feast of the Epipha-
ny — is still celebrated by 
many Christians 12 days af-
ter the big holiday to com-
memorate the biblical story 
in which three wise men 
arrived to pay homage to 
Jesus after his birth.

The annual toy giveaway 
at St. Leo’s was sponsored 
by U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
and state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst).

Three Kings Day is cel-
ebrated widely by Hispanic 
communities in Queens, ac-
cording to Moya. 

“For many families, the 
holiday season isn’t consid-
ered over until Three Kings 
Day has come and gone.” 

Moya said. “The holidays 
always feel warmer when 
the community comes to-
gether to celebrate and, far 
from being holiday-ed out, 
the kids were especially 
thrilled to have one more 
day of gift giving. I hope 
everyone observing Three 
Kings Day had a wonderful 
time with their family. ¡Fe-
liz dia de reyes!”

Moya mentioned that he, 
like the children patiently 
waiting to receive a second 
batch of gifts, is a product 
of St. Leo’s School.

The toys, donated by 
the three elected officials, 
were divided up by age 
ranges. Groups of students 
trotted eagerly to the tables 
as their age groups were 
called where Moya and Per-
alta handed them out. 

“In our culture, Three 
Kings Day is as traditional 
as Santa Claus,” Peralta 
said. “As it happens on 
Christmas Day, during el 
Día de Reyes kids also re-
ceive presents, if they be-
have well throughout the 
year. I am glad children in 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing born philanthro-
pist Max Kupferberg has died 
at 97.

Kupferberg and his family 
have been active in the Queens 
community, donating millions 
throughout the years to mul-
tiple causes and running their 
family business out of Flushing. 

Kupferberg and his twin 
brother Ken were born in 1919 to 
Romanian parents who came to 
the United States in 1903. Their 
father was a cabinetmaker and 
mother was a homemaker, He 
had six siblings in total. 

Max and Ken graduated 
from Flushing High School in 
1937 and entered Queens Col-
lege just as it was opening and 
became part of its first incom-
ing class. Kupferberg graduated 
from Queens College in 1941 
and attended Columbia Univer-
sity until he was drafted. Both 
Max and his brother majored in 
physics.

 In the army Max was as-
signed to Los Alamos, N.M., 
where he worked on the top se-
cret Manhattan Project, which 
developed nuclear weapons dur-
ing World War II.  He worked on 
the project with brothers Jesse 
and Ken and helped devise and 
build new instruments to ad-
vance research on the project. 
Afterwards Max and his broth-
ers built on their experience as 
inventors of power equipment 
during the war and created Kep-
co Inc. in 1946, an electric parts 
supplier that is a mainstay in 
Flushing to this day. 

Max loved to give back to his 
hometown. He donated money 
and resources to Flushing Hos-
pital and Medical Center, where 
he served as chairman of the 
board;  the Queens Botanical 
Garden Society, the YMCA, 
Queens County Savings Bank, 
New York Community Bancorp, 
and many other organizations. 
In total Kupferberg supported 

over 40 local organizations 
He received an honorary de-

gree from Queens College and 
was named Alumnus of the Year. 
He also received the Q Award, 
which the college gives out to 
special people it most wants its 
students to emulate. According 
to the college, Kupferberg em-
bodied their school motto, Disci-
mus ut serviamus: We Learn So 
that We May Serve. 

Max and his wife Selma, who 
died in 2012, donated $10 million 
for programs, exhibitions and 
renovations at the former Cold-
en Center at Queens College, 
which was renamed the Selma 
and Max Kupferberg Center for 
the Visual and Performing Arts 
in 2006.  It includes the Colden 
Auditorium , the Godwin- Tern-
bach Museum The Arts Center 
and the Louis Armstrong House 
Museum and Archives.

“With great sorrow we note 
the passing of Max Kupferberg, 
Queens College Class of 1942,” 
Queens College President Félix 
V. Matos Rodríguez, said. “He 

was a dynamic presence on 
campus, serving as president, 
the Colden Center,  and co-chair, 
Development Committee of the 
Kupferberg Center. His fam-
ily’s transformational gift was 
instrumental in revitalizing the 
arts at Queens College, making 
the campus the cultural epicen-
ter of Queens. We extend our 
heartfelt condolences to his fam-
ily. His passion for education 
and the arts remains an endur-
ing inspiration to his Queens 
College community.”

He is survived by his two 
children Rhonda and Saul, who 
serves on the Queens College 
Foundation Board and chairs 
the Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts Advisory Board.

A service was held at Sinai 
Chapels in Fresh Meadows Jan. 
6 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Philanthropist Max Kupferberg donated millions to Queens arts.

Kupferberg dies at 97 Corona celebrates 
Three Kings Day

State Sen. Jose Peralta (r) and Assemblyman Francisco Moya 
led the Three Kings Day celebration at St. Leo’s School. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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Forgione takes command of the 108th Precinct
BY BILL PARRY

The new commanding offi-
cer of the 108th Precinct in Long 
Island City can’t top smiling 
since he replaced Deputy Inspec-
tor John Travaglia last week. 
Capt. Ralph Forgione joined 
the NYPD in 1989 and served 
much of his career in precincts 
throughout the borough where 
he was born and raised.

“I’ve got 28 years on the force 
and I could have retired, but I 
love being a cop so much,” For-
gione said in an interview. “I 
love it here, that’s why I have 
this big smile on my face. I’m 
just trying to get a handle on ev-
erything that’s happening here. 
My first week and the governor 
was here. This place draws a lot 
of attention.”

The immensely popular 
Travaglia was transferred to the 
Internal Affairs Bureau in Man-
hattan just before Christmas af-
ter 25 months commanding the 
108th, where crime dropped in 
most categories during the last 
two years. Travaglia told the 

Hunters Point Civic Association 
that he would have preferred to 
finish his career at the precinct 
but understood that it is NYPD 
policy to rotate commanders ev-
ery two years. 

“I always see Deputy Inspec-
tor Travaglia with a smile on 
his face and I told my wife now 
I know why,” Forgione said. “I 
know he was upset about the 
transfer. How could I want to 
do anything differently after all 
the success he had here? I just 
want to keep the ship moving in 
the right direction.”

It is Forgione’s first com-
mand after assignments  at the 
111th Precinct in Bayside, the 
110th Precinct in Elmhurst and 
the 112th Precinct in Forect 
Hills. His most recent assign-
ment was as an executive officer 
at the 114th Precinct in Astoria.

“Every one of those commu-
nities were so different, each 
with its own needs. Take Coro-
na where there are always cars 
parked with no license plates,” 
Forgione said. “The community 
would go crazy cheering when 

we would show up and tow away 
30 cars.”

He knows the 108th is very 
different.

“This is a commuter com-
mand with the Midtown Tun-
nel and the Queensboro Bridge 
and with all of the subways go-
ing through here.  People come 

here, people park here and go 
into the city,” he said. 

His new precinct spreads 
from Long Island City with its 
unprecedented growth through 
Sunnyside and Woodside.

“These communities are 
so different and so diverse it’s 
amazing, it’s only five miles,” 

Forgione said. “You just have to 
prioritize everyone’s issues and 
help each community. Some is-
sues can be corrected in just one 
visit.”

The captain, who lives on 
Long Island with his wife and 
two children, has heard nothing 
but good things about the resi-
dents of his new precinct, and he 
is asking for their help in com-
batting the one crime category 
that remains a problem in his 
new precinct. Grand larcenies 
were up 17 percent in 2016, ac-
cording to the NYPD. 

“All I’m asking them to do is 
dot your I’s and cross your T’s,” 
he said. “Even if you’re just go-
ing to the market on the corner, 
just lock your doors and win-
dows and don’t leave valuables 
in you car or your purse on the 
table when you go to the bath-
room. Maybe in a year from now 
you can do that in the 108th.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

NYPD Capt. Ralph Forgione replaces Deputy Inspector John Travaglia as 
the commander of the 108th Precinct in Long Island City. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Veteran leader brings 28 years of experience, mostly within the borough, to new post
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BY BILL PARRY

As lawmakers returned to 
Albany for the new legislative 
session Monday, state Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) announced she 
was appointed to head the 
powerful Administrative Reg-
ulations Review Commission 
by Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie. The commission is a 
bi-partisan watchdog over ev-
ery state agency’s rules and 
regulatory activities to make 
sure they are legal and effec-
tive.

State agency regulations 
and rules have the force of 
law and dictate how an agency 
carries out its mandate. This 
can and does have a powerful 
impact on small businesses, 
on people from all walks of 
life and on the economic and 
environmental health of com-
munities, according to Simo-

tas.
“It is an honor to serve 

as ARRC’s chair and I thank 
Speaker Heastie for this ap-
pointment,” she said. “My 
goal as chair is to make sure 
that state agency rules are 
rational and that agency op-
erations serve the public in-
terest, not special interests or 
administrative convenience.”

It is also the job of the 
commission to weigh in when 
agencies’ rule-making is done 
unfairly, without consulting 
stakeholders or is done in a 
manner that hinders public 
comment. The commission’s 
work touches virtually every 
state agency and program.

ARRC will closely monitor 
changes happening in Wash-
ington, D.C. under the Trump 
administration. Simotas be-
lieves the new administra-
tion could have far-reaching 

Simotas picked to lead
powerful commission

Paralyzed NYPD detective 
Steven McDonald dies at 59 

BY MARK HALLUM

The Queens district attor-
ney called the death Tuesday 
of Steven McDonald, a para-
lyzed NYPD detective who in-
spired the world by promoting 
forgiveness, “an insurmount-
able loss.” McDonald was shot 
in the line of duty 30 years ago 
by a young teen on the north 
end of Central Park shot him. 
He was 59.

The Queens Village native 
inspired many after he not 
only forgave the youth who 
shot him with a .22 caliber re-
volver in 1986 and left him a 
quadriplegic, but for continu-
ing his work for the NYPD and 
speaking on behalf of peace 
worldwide.

“I forgive him,” McDonald 
wrote in a letter which was 
read by his wife at his son’s 
baptism, “and hope that he 

can find peace and purpose in 
his life.”

McDonald had been uncon-
scious since he suffered a mas-
sive heart attack Friday at his 
Malverne, L.I., home and died 

about 1 p.m. at North Shore 
University Hospital on Long 
Island.

His death spurred an out-
pouring of support from elect-
ed officials and leaders.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown extolled Mc-
Donald’s ability to use his 
injuries to serve a higher pur-
pose instead of losing himself 
in anger.

“He so generously lent his 
time to youth anti-violence ini-
tiatives like my office’s STAR 
Track program, which helps 
children in Far Rockaway 
‘say no to violence’ by avoid-
ing gangs, drugs and guns,” 
Brown said in a statement. 
“Steven’s example has had an 
immeasurable impact on the 
path that these children will 
take in life.”

 Police Commissioner 

BY BILL PARRY

The final piece of the $8 
billion LaGuardia Airport 
reconstruction puzzle fell 
into place last week when 
the Port Authority approved 
a lease through 2050 to rede-
velop the Delta terminals. 

The Port Authority will 
provide $600 million in 
funds for the project, includ-
ing $200 million toward the 
new Delta facilities, and the 
rest of the construction — 
$3.6 billion — will be funded 
privately by Delta and its 
partner Goldman Sachs.

“We are transforming La-
Guardia into a world-class, 
21st century airport of the 
caliber that New York de-
serves, and this approval 
ensures that the project 
will continue moving full 
steam ahead,” Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said. “Since break-
ing ground in June, we have 
made tremendous progress 
on building a new airport 
that was once thought to be 
impossible, restoring faith 
in government’s ability to 
get things done.”

The Port Authority ap-
proval came a day after Cuo-
mo announced his $10 billion 
“vision plan,” which would 
transform JFK Interna-
tional into a unified, inter-

connected airport. Cuomo’s 
proposal includes expanded 
taxiways to reduce ground 
delays and improving road 
and mass-transit access to 
meet projected growth in de-

mand.
The new terms of Delta’s 

ground lease at LaGuardia 
Airport include a rent abate-
ment of up to $36.6 million, 
Port Authority officials said 

at last week’s board meeting. 
Delta is New York’s largest 
air carrier, having already 
invested billions in New 
York City airports in the last 
six years.

“Delta is committed to 
continuous investment in 
airport infrastructure in 
New York and around the 
world, and today’s lease ap-
proval brings LaGuardia 
closer to being the excep-
tional airport our New York 
customers deserve,” Delta 
CEO Ed Bastian said. 

Delta will replace Termi-
nals C and D with a new 37-
gate terminal building to the 
east of the Central Terminal 
Building, which is currently 
being redeveloped by La-
Guardia Gateway Partners. 
The new Delta terminal will 
feature wider concourses, 
larger gate hold rooms and 
more seating. 

The facility will offer 
direct access between the 
parking garage and termi-
nal, improved roadways and 
drop-off and pick-up areas 
and a curbside check-in by-

The new Delta terminal is to be constructed just to the west of the Main Terminal Building with 37 gates. 
Courtesy of Governor’s office

At the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce’s St. Pat’s Day break-
fast last year, Steven McDonald — 
seen here with (l-r) former Queens 
Borough President Claire Shulman, 
McDonald’s wife Patti and her sis-
ter, Julia.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Lease for new Delta terminal at LGA
Port Authority approves final piece of $8 billion airport reconstruction project

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 28 Continued on Page 28
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BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD has taken over 
the management of security 
at Department of Homeless 
Services shelters citywide. 
Nearly 700 DHS peace offi-
cers have already been re-
trained and security plans 
at all locations have been 
reviewed and enhancements 
were made where needed.

NYPD Commissioner 
James P. O’Neill pointed 
out that “2016 was the safest 
year on record in New York 
City.”

He added, “We will bring 
our crime-fighting expertise 
to assist the Department of 
Homeless Services in mak-
ing their facilities more se-
cure, with both out manage-
ment team and the training 
of peace officers.”

While DHS supervisors 
have tasers, peace officers 
will not be armed but were 
trained to do a better job 
of keeping weapons out of 
shelters, defusing tense en-
counters, dealing with the 
mentally ill and preventing 
domestic violence. Mayor 
Bill de Blasio ordered an 
NYPD review of DHS secu-
rity in March.

“The NYPD is among the 
premier policing and secu-
rity organizations in the 
world and having them work 

with Commissioner Steve 
Banks to manage security 
at our homeless shelters will 
ensure the best possible ap-
proach to providing safety 
for both shelter residents and 
the neighborhoods where 
the shelters are located,” de 
Blasio said.

Last week, NYPD Deputy 
First Commissioner Benja-
min Tucker joined Banks, 

the head of the Department 
of Social Services, to an-
nounce the program at One 
Police Plaza. Deputy Chief 
Edward Thompson will lead 
the team off 22 NYPD person-
nel who will oversee all DHS 
security while analyzing in-
cident data to evaluate risks 
and inform policy and staff-
ing decisions at shelters.

Indian Pt. closing worries Astoria
BY BILL PARRY

While environmentalists 
across the region hailed Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s announce-
ment Monday that the Indian 
Point Energy Center would 
close by 2021, two Astoria law-
makers have their concerns. 

The aging 2,000-megawatt 
nuclear power plant, located 
just 25 miles north of New 
York City, produces nearly 20 
percent of the city’s electrical 
power while  presenting nu-
merous threats to the safety of 
over 20 million residents and 
the environmental health of 
the area.

“In light of news regard-
ing the closure of Indian Point 
over the next few years, we 
must ensure that any replace-
ment power does not further 

burden already suffering com-
munities,” state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. 
“Western Queens already pro-
duces a majority of the elec-
tricity for the New York metro-

politan area and has the high 
asthma and emphysema rates 
to prove it. Make no mistake, 
I will vigorously fight any ef-
forts to build new power plants 
in already oversaturated com-
munities.”

The governor’s office said 
transmission upgrades and 
efficiency measures totaling 
over 700 megawatts are al-
ready in service and that sev-
eral generation sources are 
also fully permitted and read-
ily available to come online by 
2021, after the plant’s closure. 
That, combined with clean and 
renewable hydropower, will 
be able to generate more than 
enough electrical power to re-
place Indian Point’s capacity 
by 2021, his office said.

 City Councilman Costa 

Departments of Social Services Commissioner (l to r), NYPD First Deputy 
Commissioner Benjamin Tucker and Deputy Chief Edward Thompson an-
nounce the NYPD is overseeing security at homeless shelters. Twitter

City touts new savings 
accounts for students
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

More than 3,000 kinder-
gartners in a school dis-
trict containing much of 
northwestern Queens will 
have $100 allocated to them 
into scholarship accounts 
this fall to help them start 
saving for a college educa-
tion.

The new program will be 
directed by the newly estab-
lished nonprofit NYC Kids 
Rise and will be funded by 
a $10 million donation from 
the Gray Foundation.

School District 30, which 
contains Astoria, Long 
Island City, Sunnyside, 
Woodside, Jackson Heights 
and East Elmhurst, will act 
as the site for a three-year 
pilot program, and officials 
said they hoped to scale the 
program citywide after-
wards.

Julie Menin, the city’s 
Media and Entertainment 
Commissioner and chair-
woman of the new non-
profit organization, joined 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña, Deputy Mayor of 
Strategic Policy Initiatives 
Richard Buery, elected of-
ficials and others at a news 
conference at Public School 
171 in Astoria to tout the 
new savings accounts.

“By investing in the fu-
ture of our children, we 
will dramatically increase 
the chance that they will 
not only enroll in college 
but graduate,” she said. 
“Through this program, the 
students of District 30 will 
see first-hand the benefits 
of long term savings and, in 
turn, we hope to help fami-
lies take control of their 
own financial futures.”

The new program will 
work in collaboration with 
New York’s 529 College Sav-
ings Program, which as-
sists families in planning 
for future financial costs of 
college for students.

Menin said early focus 
groups indicated that while 
many parents wanted to 
save for children, they were 
unaware the 529 services 
were available.

The funds will be set 
aside in an omnibus ac-
count, with a sub-account 
for each incoming District 
30 kindergarten student.

The accounts will be 
invested in the state’s 529 

Direct Plan, which means 
families can benefit from 
accrued interest over time.

Each student will receive 
$100, with $200 in additional 
matching funds in the first 
three years. A total of about 
10,000 children in total will 
participate throughout the 
pilot program.

Menin said studies indi-
cated low- and moderate-in-
come children with college 
savings even below $500 
were three times as likely 
to attend college.

Menin said the program 
would be available to all 
students, regardless of in-
come or immigration sta-
tus.

Deborah Ellen Glick-
stein, the former executive 
director of the city’s Office 
of Financial Empowerment, 
was selected as executive 
director of the Kids Rise, 
and the Gray Foundation’s 
donation will also cover 

costs related to the non-
profit’s operation.

The funds would become 
available for students after 
high school graduation, and 
could be used for tuition 
or other ancillary costs to 
college, which Buery said 
made it complimentary to 
Gov. Cuomo’s recent an-
nouncement about free tu-
ition at CUNY and SUNY 
schools for qualifying stu-
dents.

Fariña said the program 
could help improve finan-
cial literacy for families.

“This will level the play-
ing field, and there’ll be a 
big piece of parent educa-
tion,” she said. “Some kids 
don’t see beyond middle 
school or high school. 
There’s no reason college 
shouldn’t be attainable.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Elected officials in Astoria wor-
ry that the early shutdown of the 
Indian Point nuclear reactors may 
force increased production from 
power plants in western Queens. 

Photo by Julie Jacobson/AP

NYPD now helping DHS
Peace offi cers retrained and shelter security reviewed

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 52

There’s 
no reason 

college 
shouldn’t be 
attainable.
Carmen Fariña
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Just five days after the New Year 
there was a huge crowd of supporters 
at the ground  breaking for an afford-
able housing unit in Jamaica at 88-45 
163rd St. Friday. 

This comes at an especially crucial 
time. According to the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness, as of 2015, 26 
percent of adults in homeless shelters 
had a serious mental illness. 

For The Transitional Services of 
New York, Inc., a not-for-profit men-
tal health agency that has been offer-
ing integrated services and housing 
for those with psychiatric disabili-
ties since 1975, this was a crowning 
achievement for its 40th Ruby Anni-
versary. 

The seven-story building, com-
prised of 28,500 square feet, will con-
tain 44 studio apartments, a garden, 
artwork from Queens’ denizens and a 
reflective ceramic ruby façade of vari-
ous shades designed by Amie Gross 
Architects, which is in Long Island 
City. Raconelli Construction Inc., 
which is in Melville, L.I., will do the 
groundwork. 

Standing in attendance in the blus-
tery, 20-degree weather were several 
borough, city and state officials.

“This building will provide homes, 
a place to be ... [and] a place to get com-
munity services,” said Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz as a cement truck 
passed by. “We also want to provide 
homes and services for those in need. 
Friends, services, and sometimes the 
people that care for us are our chosen 
family and Transitional Services does 
just that.”

Amie Gross, of Amie Gross Archi-
tects was over the moon about the im-
pression that the unit will make on the 
lives of the mentally ill.

“In the 32 years we’ve been in 
business, you learn that you can 
have a very direct impact on people’s 
lifestyle, the feelings they have for 
themselves and their relationships to 
others,” said Gross, whose company 
specializes in design for those with 
special needs. “It’s self-evident and it 
is really satisfying to see that.” 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans) agreed. 

“They need a location where they 
can have the respect and dignity that 
they deserve,” said Comrie. “I’m glad 
we were able to get this here.”

Also withstanding the brutal cold 
was the commissioner of the state De-
partment of Mental Health, Dr. Ann 
Marie Sullivan, who was a few short 
blocks away from the 165th Street Bus 
Terminal.

“This is a beautiful location, which 
is a part of the Jamaica Redevelop-

ment,” Sullivan said.”I’m very excited 
that we will have the site a year and a 
half from now...and it’s so major for 
our clients to slip into to get to servic-
es, get to shops, and get on the subway 
if they want to go to school.”

As the temperature continued to 
drop, TSINY representatives and 
supporters went to a reception held 
at the Central Library, which is 
right across the street from the bus 
hub nearby the housing unit.

One of the guest speakers was 
DeCory Robinson, a beneficiary of 
an affordable unit that TSINY also 
worked on. 

“In 17 years I faced many difficul-
ties, but I was able to see my daugh-
ter grow up, go to college and get my 
master’s degree,” said Robinson. 
“I’m very grateful to have an afford-
able place to live where I can make 
it from day to day...and I’m open to 
what life has in store for me.” 

Working on the artwork is Queens 
resident Laini Nemett. 

“The whole building is the art-
work,” said Nemett, whose work has 
a construction-related slant. “I typi-
cally make spaces without figures 
because we are the figures to popu-
late the spaces.”

Nemett became a part of the proj-
ect after Gross attended the LIC Stu-
dios Weekend and saw her work. 

“Her dream was to have a fine 
artist realize the building in draw-
ing or painting and have it connect 
with the inhabitants of the build-
ing,” Nemett said.

Not only will this building be a 
place for the mentally ill to connect 
with, but it will also be a place that 
they can call home in 18 months 
from now. 

Jamaica groundbreak
for affordable housing

Set for Jamaica, a seven-story building with 
44 studio apartments for people with psy-
chiatric problems.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up today.

ENROLL BY JANUARY 31!

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is culturally sensitive, 
fl uent in more than 70 languages and ready to serve over half a million 
members with a robust network of primary care doctors and specialists. 
We’re here today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.

DON’T WAIT FOR THE 
NEXT REPORT CARD
GET HELP NOW!
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ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon
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LET OUR STYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT LOOK
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

New York’s foreclo-
sures hit a height in 
2016  not seen since the 
two years immediately 
following the 2008 mar-
ket crash, according to 
a new report from prop-
erty research special-
ists PropertyShark. 
Queens was the site of 
the most foreclosures 
by a significant mar-
gin, with southeast 
Queens particularly 
hard hit in 2016. 

PropertyShark ex-
amined foreclosed 
properties that had 
been scheduled for auc-
tion for the first time 
in 2016 and the report 
stated the properties 
were single-family or 
two-family homes, or 
condo or co-op units.

The analysis found 
that 933 of the 2,202 
first-time foreclosures 
in New York City were 
in Queens. The num-
ber of foreclosures in-
creased from 804 in the 
borough in 2015, and 
the 2016 total marks 
the highest scheduled 
number of foreclosures 
since 2010, in which 
1,404 foreclosures were 
scheduled. In total, 42 
percent of first-time 
auctions in the city last 
year were located in 
Queens.

The borough with 
the next highest num-
ber of foreclosures was 
the Bronx, with 478, 

followed by Brooklyn, 
with 451 foreclosures 
in total in 2016, accord-
ing to PropertyShark. 
However, the report 
did indicate that Bronx 
and Brooklyn had seen 
the highest percentage 
increase in the rate of 
foreclosures since the 
year before. The analy-
sis also found that New 
York foreclosure rates 
had increased by 141 
percent in the last five 
years. 

The 11434 zip code, 
which includes Jamai-
ca, Hollis and St. Al-
bans, had the highest 
number of foreclosures 
in the city at 95 in total. 
It was the only Queens 
zip code neighborhood 
that made the top five 
in terms of foreclosure 
amounts citywide, ac-
cording to the report. 

Queens also had the 
highest number of pre-
foreclosure Lis Pen-
dens, a filing indicating 
a potential legal action 
such as foreclosure pro-
ceedings. In Queens, 
there were 4,903 filings 
out of 12,573 citywide, 
though PropertyShark 
found that the number 
of Lis Pendens had con-
tinued to decrease in 
the city since a seven-
year high in 2013.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Foreclosure rate 
still high in boro

Queens continued to see the highest number of foreclo-
sures in New York City in 2016, nearly double the number of 
the next-highest borough, the Bronx. Photo by AP
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No Qns Blvd fatalities
for second straight year

BY BILL PARRY

Last January Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and Department of 
Transportation Commission-
er Polly Trottenberg toured 
Queens Boulevard in Wood-
side and declared for the first 
time in a quarter of a century 
there were no fatalities on 
the Boulevard of Death and 
that his Vision Zero initiative 
was working. Make that two 
years.

The mayor announced 
Wednesday that Queens Bou-
levard in 2016 had a second 
consecutive year without a 
single traffic fatality after the 
second phase of street design 
was completed to Eliot Avenue 
in Elmhurst. In 1997, its worst 
year, Queens Boulevard had 
18 pedestrian fatalities.

“Under Vision Zero, we 
have now seen traffic fatali-
ties in our city decline for 
three straight years, strongly 
countering national trends,” 
de Blasio said. “I have said 
where Vision Zero is con-
cerned, we are just getting 
started and can always do bet-
ter, but I nevertheless want to 
thank the NYPD, DOT and 
supporting agencies on all 
their hard work to deliver an-
other year of strong results.”

The mayor said 2016 saw 
the fewest fatalities ever re-
corded on New York City 
streets with 229, improving 
on the record 234 set in 2015. 
Traffic fatalities have de-
clined for three consecutive 
years and are down 23 per-
cent overall since before Vi-
sion Zero began.

“The first three years of 
Vision Zero in New York has 
been the safest three-year pe-
riod in history on our city’s 
roadways,” Trottenberg said. 
“Under the mayor’s leader-
ship, we achieved the safest-
ever year with the redesign of 
more streets than ever before 
and with close collaborative 
work with our colleagues at 
sister agencies.”

In 2016, DOT completed 
more than 100 safety proj-
ects, 165 miles of corridor 
safety retiming, 18.5 miles 
of protected bike lanes, 405 
speed bumps and more than 
750 pedestrian head-starts, 
all new records, according to 
the DOT. The city’s overall 23 
percent decline in traffic fa-
talities since 2013 runs defies 
national trends.

According to the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, traffic fatali-
ties nationwide last year saw 
their biggest increase in 50 
years, a 7.1 percent increase, 
with increases for 2016 fore-
cast to be even higher.

“Every life saved on our 
roads matters, because ev-
ery life is a mother or father, 
sister of brother, friend or 
co-worker,” NHTSA Ad-
ministrator Dr. Mark Rose-
kind said. “New York City’s 
commitment to Vision Zero 
shows that a comprehensive 
approach to road safety has 
measurable impacts, and the 
city serves as a model for the 
rest of the country as we com-
mit ourselves to reaching 
zero traffic fatalities.”

While three children were 
killed on city streets, it was 
the fewest-ever annual traffic 
fatalities of children under 
17. The previous five years 
have seen an average of eight 
schoolchildren killed per 
year and as recently as 2004, 
17 children were killed in a 
single year.

“The decline in traffic fa-
talities -- especially among 
school kids -- under Mayor 
de Blasio’s Vision Zero ini-
tiative is certainly welcome 
news and we look forward to 
continuing this trajectory,” 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. 

“However, after nine New 
Yorkers were killed in pre-
ventable traffic crashes in the 
first 10 days of 2017, Trans-
portation Alternatives is de-
manding more be done.

“Of those nine deaths, 
seven occurred in Mayor de 
Blasio’s own “Vision Zero Pri-
ority” corridors or areas, pre-
viously identified high-crash 
locations, where the city must 
allocate funding for street re-
design during the upcoming 
budgeting process,” TA Ex-
ecutive Director Paul Steely 
White said. “This is particu-
larly essential in light of a re-
cent decision from the state’s 
highest court, which ruled 
the city can he held liable in 
connection with crashes on 
streets where officials have 
failed to adequately study and 
implement traffic calming 
measures.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Sunday marks the third 
commemoration of Martin 
Luther King’s Day at Queens 
College’s Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts in Flushing. 
For honoree Rev. Dr. Floyd 
Flake, keynote speaker 
Cheryl Wills and dancer 
Lindsey Croop, celebrate the 
civil rights leader’s life is 
personal.

“I had the opportunity 
to meet Dr. King several 
times,” Flake said. “When 
I went to Wilberforce Uni-
versity, I was a driver of his 
when he went there to do a 
commencement. So he’s in 
my heart, he’s in my soul 
and he’s in my spirit.”

Flake’s selection stems 
from his “work in the com-
munity and career, which 
has been dedicated to Afri-
can-American history and 
issues that are still current,” 
said Julia del Palacio, the 
center’s strategic partner-
ship director.

“I grew up in Houston, 
Texas during the Martin 
Luther King era and I’ve 
been to the bus rides and the 
walk-ins. So without Martin 
Luther King, I don’t know if 
I or any of us would be where 
we are today,” Flake said. 

NY1 anchor, producer and 
author Cheryl Wills shares 
the same sentiments about 
the nonviolent activist. 

“Martin Luther King 
is one of my heroes and it 
means so much to me,” Wills 
said. “I would not be a jour-
nalist if it was not for Dr. 
King and the Civil Rights 
Movement. Dr. King repre-
sents equality and the strug-
gle for equality.” 

 She also draws inspira-
tion from her family for her 
success. 

“She is a very accom-
plished journalist...and she 
comes from a family that has 
excelled in civil and military 
life,” Palacio said. 

 Wills described her fam-
ily’s legacy.

“My father integrated a 
fire house in New York City, 
Engine 1. His name was Clar-
ence Wills. He died when I 
was a kid and I’m very proud 
of him because he did a lot 
in his own right to further 
equality...and he served in 
Vietnam as a paratrooper. “

While her father not have 

to face segregation during 
the Vietnam War, a different 
ancestor of hers did. 

“My great great great 
grandfather Sandy Wills 
fought in the Civil War in the 
United States colored troops, 
and I plan to integrate a part 
of his incredible story in my 
remarks.  And the 200,000 
soldiers of color who fought 
during the Civil War helped 
end slavery,” said Wills, 
who has been an anchor for 
NY1 for 25 years. “It’s a time 
of reflection and apprecia-
tion for all of the wonderful 
things we enjoy today.”

Lindsey Croop, a dancer 
with the Dance Theater of 
Harlem, believes that she 
would not be today doing 
what she loves if it was not 
for the Baptist minister’s 
words of unity. 

“I’m biracial, so I think 
for me he represents my ex-
istence,” Croop said. “Grow-
ing up, with my dad being 
black and my mom being 
white, when I heard his ‘I 
Have a Dream’ speech, and 

he said could you imagine 
people together no matter 
what color, I was like,  ‘Wow, 
this is my family, these are 
my parents,’” the dancer 
said.

Six years after that 
speech interracial marriage 
was legalized in 1969 and an-
other 15 years later Croops’ 
parents married. 

One of the pieces that the 
Dance Theater of Harlem 
will be performing is “Equi-
librium Brotherhood.”

“The piece’s concept is of 
brotherhood and being there 
for your fellow man, recog-
nizing your fellow man as 
an equal,”  said Croop, who 
is on her fifth season with 
the theater. “Martin Luther 
King was a visionary man 
and dancing in his honor is 
going to be really special.” 

The third annual celebra-
tion of Martin Luther King 
Day at Queens College will 
be at the Kupferberg Center 
of the Arts at 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, Jan. 15. 

Rev. Floyd Flake is the honoree at this year’s MLK celebration at Queens 
College.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Kupferberg honors MLK
Rev. Floyd Flake, NY1’s Cheryl Wills to take part

To see what MLK events are 
happening in Queens, see Page 18
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PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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718-225-6626
216-21 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY
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EVERYTHING MUST GO!

STORE CLOSING!STORE CLOSING!

CHAIRS
$10 and up!

STOOLS
$25 and up!

TABLES
$75 and up!

POLICE 

Blotter

ASTORIA - Police were looking 
for yet another suspect as the recent 
rash of cell phone store robberies in 
western Queens continued. On Jan. 
5, a man entered a MetroPCS store at 
13-05 40th Ave. just before noon, and 
demanded cash, according to the 
NYPD. The suspect removed $300 to 
$400 in cash and then demanded that 

an employee to show him where the 
phones were kept, police said.

He proceeded to remove nearly 20 
cell phones and f led, investigators 
said. The suspect is described as 
a black man, in his mid to late 30s, 
wearing glasses and all black cloth-
ing.

In Long Island City, cops investigating a cell-store store robbery want to talk to this man.   
NYPD

String of cell phone robberies continues

ELMHURST - A diamond store 
at the Queens Center mall has been 
knocked over on three different oc-
casions since October. The Zales Di-
amonds store at 90-15 Queens Blvd. 
in Elmhurst has been robbed three 
times since October, according to 
the NYPD.

A single suspect entered the store 
just before 6 p.m. on Oct, 21, running 
off with jewelry stolen from the case, 
and just two days later, another indi-
vidual took a display box containing 
assorted jewelry and f led, according 

to the NYPD. The store was hit again 
on the night of Dec. 31 when three 
individuals entered the same store 
and removed jewelry from a locked 
display shelf they had forced open, 
police say.

The suspects are all described as 
black men in their early 20s. Anyone 
with information is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS.

Queens Center mall’s Zales hit three times
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SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.

• Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
• Leg, Low Back Weakness
• Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
• Diffi culty Walking
• Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
• Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
• Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Acupuncture• 
Physical Therapy• 
Chiropractic• 
Occupational Therapy• 
Diagnostic Testing• 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome• 
Hydromassage• 

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM 
At Queensborough Community College

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364 

Call 718-631-6343 or 718-423-1200

Spring 2017

REGISTER NOW
Classes Start February 2, 2017 
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Tenants facing eviction need counsel
Every year landlords seek-

ing evictions force nearly 
300,000 New Yorkers into Hous-
ing Court.  Some 90 percent of 
landlords have a lawyer pres-
ent, while only 30 percent of ten-
ants have legal representation.  
Not surprisingly, most tenants 
lose their case. Those tenants 
could wind up in homeless 
shelters—eviction being the 
No. 1 cause of homelessness—
with enormous costs to city 
taxpayers. Providing tenants 
with legal representation could 
prevent about half of evictions 
and as a result save taxpayers 

an estimated $320 million per 
year, according to the Right to 
Counsel Coalition.

That’s why City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
should pass and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio should sign into law the 
Right to Counsel bill, which 
would guarantee free lawyers 
for low-income tenants fac-
ing eviction in New York City 
Housing Court. The Right to 
Counsel bill, 214-A, has the sup-
port of most of the City Council 
and the public advocate.

Right to Counsel is fair and 
fiscally responsible.  New York 

City has already committed $62 
million to provide legal repre-
sentation to low-income indi-
viduals in housing court, and 
that funding has helped reduce 
evictions by 18 percent.  The in-
vestment is well worth it.  Mak-
ing Right to Counsel the law 
will help more people get fair 
representation in court and 
avoid unnecessary and unfair 
evictions.  

Beth Finkel,
State Director

AARP New York

LEARN DEBT FREE
Elitism in education has been a growing problem 

in the country as the cost of a college degree hit $60,000 
a year at many top-rated institutions.  The trickle-
down effect was felt at the other end of the spectrum 
where tuitions rose at two-year community colleges 
and small four-year schools.

 Gov. Andrew Cuomo is determined to break that 
cycle. He visited LaGuardia Community College, one 
of the best of its kind, in Long island City last week to 
announce a plan for free tuition at CUNY and SUNY 
colleges. At his side was Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
who put free tuition at public colleges at the top of his 
recent presidential platform.

 If approved by the state Legislature, the so-called 
Excelsior Scholarship program could ease the lots 
of the poorest CUNY students from families with in-
comes of less than $30,000 who often struggle to pay 
the portion of tuition not already covered by federal 
and state grants. 

 Even a hike in the subway fare for students oper-
ating on the margins can mean they won’t have the 
money to sign up for courses or the funds to commute 
to school. And that’s after juggling school work with at 
least one outside job.

 CUNY rates are among the lowest in the country, 
but tuition of $6,330 a year for full-time students at 
four-year colleges and $4,800 at community colleges 
can still be a daunting obstacle for many.

  Queens College has been called the best bargain in 
America by US News & World Report.

 Cuomo’s tuition plan could also benefit students of 
the beleaguered middle class whose families earn less 
than $125,000 a year even more than the poorest stu-
dents, who qualify for more aid.  These are New York-
ers with food on the table and a roof over their heads 
who find it too difficult to foot the full bill for higher 
education and face years of crippling student debt.

 The governor’s plan would make CUNY and SUNY 
free for nearly a million New Yorkers at a time when a 
college degree is the passport to future economic suc-
cess. 

  The free tuition approach has unnerved some 
smaller colleges, which fear potential students will 
opt for public institutions instead.  But what a boon if 
Cuomo’s plan spurred enough competition that tuition 
at other institutions in the state held or even declined.

 Lawmakers in Albany must decide how much this 
ambitious challenge will cost, but we would like to see 
Cuomo’s Excelsior Scholarship become a model for the 
country.  We have an obligation to educate the next 
generation without weighing them down with debt so 
that they can be free to flourish.

LET IT SNOW

Snow obscures the view from the 111th Street stop of the 7 line in Corona Saturday afternoon. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum
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READERS WRITE

2016 one of boro’s safest as killings fell
This is an amazing mo-

ment for New York City. Let 
me give you a sense of the 
public safety records we 
broke in 2016. Overall, we 
had the fewest major crimes 
in modern history. We had 
the fewest shootings and 
for the first time there were 
fewer than 1,000 shootings 
in a year. We had the fewest 
robberies. We had the fewest 
burglaries. 

In 1990, there were more 
than 2,200 murders on the 
streets of New York. Think 
about what that meant for the 
people of this city. One mur-
der is one murder too many, 
but last year, there were 335 
murders, out of a population 
of 8.5 million people. Queens 
saw just 47 murders last 
year, down from 60 in 2015.   

To sum up, 2016 was one 
of the safest years in the 
modern, recorded history of 
New York City. Let me repeat 
that: 2016 was one of the saf-
est years in our history.   

What New Yorkers 
and our police force have 

achieved together over the 
past two decades didn’t hap-
pen easily. It took the cour-
age, brain power and hard 
work of legions of heroes, 
in uniform and out, many of 
whose names will never be 
known.  

Today, the NYPD is per-
fecting a strategy of preci-
sion policing in combination 
with neighborhood policing. 
Enforcement is focused on 
the small number of peo-
ple in the small number of 
places who are responsible 
for most of the violence and 
the police are working in 
partnership with communi-
ties. That combination of the 
right strategy and the right 
partnership with New York-
ers is the cornerstone of our 
success.

It began in 1994, when Po-
lice Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton – who I was honored to 
bring back as Commissioner 
for the first part of my term 
– and his team instituted 
precision policing. By track-
ing where crime occurred 

through the CompStat sys-
tem, and applying pressure 
in the right places, they 
changed policing and this 
city forever.

When I came into office, 
I reached a consensus with 
then Commissioner Bratton, 
our new Commissioner Jim-
my O’Neill and the NYPD 
leadership. We believed that 
if we got officers and com-
munity members to commu-
nicate better and to foster 
a sense of common purpose 
we could make this city even 
safer. We call it Neighbor-
hood Policing. 

 Neighborhood Policing 
frees up cops to walk the 
same beat day after day, get 
to know the community and 
hand out cards with emails 
and phone numbers. This 
fundamentally changes the 
dynamic on the street. Sud-
denly, police and people be-
come allies. They share in-
formation, and crimes are 
prevented before they even 
occur. 

And it is already work-

ing. Everywhere I go, I hear 
excited New Yorkers telling 
me about meeting their local 
Neighborhood Coordination 
Officers and the successes 
they’ve had making lives and 
communities better. Prelim-
inary statistics suggest that 
areas with Neighborhood Po-
licing are on average seeing 
greater reductions in crime 
than the city has a whole. 

The NYPD leadership and 
I also understood that some 
of the policies of the past 
were not working. We need-
ed a change in Stop-and-
Frisk and since I took office, 
we have reduced Stop-and-
Frisk 93 percent. 

 We have placed a funda-
mental focus on training and 
supporting our officers to 
use proper discretion. Obvi-
ously, there are times when 
an arrest is the right thing 
to do, but there are times 
when other tools might be 
more effective. So, since I 
took office, arrests are down 
20 percent and crime contin-
ues to go down at the same 

time.
Our history sends us a 

clear message. New York has 
been and continues to be the 
greatest city in the world 
because this is a place for 
everyone. We aren’t perfect, 
but over centuries we have 
learned to be both one of the 
most diverse and one of the 
most harmonious places on 
earth. 

As this country enters 
into a new, uncertain time 
New York City must con-
tinue to be beacon. People 
are looking for an antidote. 
They are looking for an al-
ternative that works—that 
is proven. 

 So, let us honor the leg-
acy of all the New Yorkers 
who fought for a safer and 
more respectful city. Let us 
show the world that in the 
largest, grittiest, most in-
tense urban environment in 
the United States, harmony, 
prosperity and safety can all 
go together. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Every NYer has a place protected by law
New York City has and 

always will be a welcoming 
city for all. As New Yorkers, 
we pride ourselves on our 
diversity and our kindness 
and acceptance of those who 
are different from us. Those 
are New York values and 
they will never change.

In New York City, we do 
not tolerate discrimination, 
hatred, or violence of any 
kind against our commu-
nities, including members 
of Muslim or Jewish faith, 
the LGBTQ community, or 
hardworking immigrant 
families. In fact, discrimi-
nation and harassment are 

against the law.To those who 
are afraid or worried about 
their safety, NYC is here to 
protect you. 

New York City has one of 
the strongest anti-discrim-
ination laws in the nation 
which protects everyone in 
New York from discrimi-
nation across 22 protected 
categories, including race, 
religion, sexual orientation, 
national origin, and immi-
gration status to name a few.  
The law also protects against 
discriminatory harassment, 
which includes verbal ha-
rassment and intimidation 
accompanied by threats or 

violence.
The Commission has the 

power to levy heavy fines 
and penalties against those 
who would discriminate and 
can seek monetary damages 
for victims of discrimina-
tion.

As we head into 2017, the 
NYC Commission on Human 
Rights is using every re-
source at its disposal to help 
victims of discrimination 
get justice under the law and 
hold violators accountable.

We recently launched a 
Bias Response Team to re-
spond to incidents of discrim-
ination, are holding “Know 

Your Rights” and public 
safety events citywide, cre-
ated multilingual brochures 
on anti-discrimination pro-
tections, and are engaging 
community and ethnic me-
dia to make sure the public 
understands issues facing 
vulnerable communities and 
so that community members 
understand that NYC is here 
to protect them.

We cannot and will not al-
low xenophobia, discrimina-
tion and hate to divide us.

If you or someone you 
know experiences discrimi-
nation or harassment, I urge 
you 311 and ask for “human 

rights” or call the Commis-
sion’s Infoline directly at 
718-722-3131. You can also 
visit www.nyc.gov/NYCVal-
ues to learn more about pro-
tections under the law.

Now more than ever, it’s 
imperative that every New 
Yorker band together as one 
city and protect the most 
vulnerable among us.

Carmelyn P. Malalis
Commissioner and Chair 

of the 
New York City Commission 

on Human Rights.
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To celebrate the opening 
of the Second Avenue Subway, 
we have commissioned the 
first New York Guide to Sub-
way Jargon. Here it is — after 
98 years in the making!

Sick passenger (noun): Pa-
tently lame excuse for lateness. 
“I meant to call you on your 
birthday, but there was a sick 
passenger on the train ahead 
of us.”

Zizmor (noun): A blemish 
or disfigurement that causes 
the stomach to lurch. “When I 
finally pulled the leech off my 
nose, it left an oozing Zizmor.”

Hand shame (verb): To ac-
cidentally grab the pole where 
someone else is already grab-
bing it.

Kinky pinky (verb): To de-

liberately grab the pole where 
someone else is already grab-
bing it.

Hangry birds (noun, plu-
ral): Hunger pangs activated 
by the smell of someone else’s 
fried chicken. See also: “Colo-
nel Knowledge” (knowing that 
someone on the train is carry-
ing KFC, but not being visually 
able to locate the source).

G r a m p i f i c a t i o n 
(noun): The shock one feels 
upon being offered a seat by 
someone you thought was your 
age. (Fem: Grammafication)

Doork (noun): Dork who 
blocks the door without real-
izing it.

Joork (noun): Jerk who 
knows he’s blocking the door 
but keeps standing there, 
watching people maneuver 
around him.

Bunwich (noun): The very 
tight space between two other 
commuters.

Snudge (noun): A real 
nudge pretending to be inad-
vertent.

Train traffic ahead 
(noun): Colloquial for, “Brace 

yourself for bad news.” E.g., 
“The boss called a special 
meeting for 3 o’clock today. 
Could be train traffic ahead.”

Nod squad (noun, plu-
ral): Two or more passengers 
napping on the same bench.

Warm shoulder (noun): The 
shoulder a stranger has fallen 
asleep on.

Sniff & run (noun): An ex-
tremely under-populated car 
surrounded by extremely over-
crowded cars.

Grudge budge (noun): The 
grimace made by a person who 
must move over an inch to 
make room for you.

Grudge buddies (noun, 
plural): The bonding emotion 
felt by former grudge budger 
and grudgee when they have to 
make room for someone else.

BBB (adj.): Short for “Baby 
Bump Blindness.” Failing to 
notice an 8-months-pregnant 
woman standing in front of 
you while you sit playing Can-
dy Crush.

Blobstacle (noun): Escala-
tor rider who stands on the left 
side, not moving.

ROTFL (noun): Anything 
“Rolling on the Floor Loudly,” 
e.g., an empty Snapple bottle.

Point and shoo (verb): To 
indicate a wet or sticky spot 
on the seat before someone sits 
down.

New natives (noun, plu-
ral): People who got on just one 
stop before you, but act as if 
they own the seat.

L-and-back (noun): A hip-
ster. Literally, someone who 
takes the L back and forth to 
their coding job.

Tooth squad (noun, plu-
ral): Individuals dedicated to 
blacking out the teeth of smil-
ing news teams on subway 
ads.

Bubbleheads (noun, plu-
ral): Individuals who add word 
and thought bubbles to posters, 
usually referencing the presi-
dent, police, or private parts.

NJ devils (noun, plu-
ral): Young people from New 
Jersey who drink in Green-
wich Village, then add devil 
horns to PATH train posters 
before vomiting and heading 
home.

Box shock (adj.): To be 
suddenly awakened by a boom 
box and someone’s sneakers 
swinging near your nose.

Family dollar (verb): To 
give a single dollar to a sub-
way performer or performers 
on behalf of all the members 
of your family.

Post-a-boo (verb): To 
sneak a peek at your neigh-
bor’s Post.

Peek-a-News (verb): To 
sneak a peek at your neigh-
bor’s Daily News.

A.M. mayhem (noun): Be-
ing offered an A.M. New York 
by three or more people on 
your way into the train.

Suspicious package 
(noun): Male standing too 
close.

Second Ave. (verb): To 
take longer than anyone 
thought possible. “I ordered 
my burger at 4 and they Sec-
ond Avenued it at 11!”

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Subtext: A dictionary of Subway dialect
COLUMNS

State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi  has been 
visiting civic associations 
and community boards to 
explain his Home Stability 
Support Program, which he 
thinks would help solve the 
homeless problem in New 
York State. Currently there 
are 60,000 people in home-
less shelters every night. To 
solve this problem New York 
City is putting homeless 
families in regular neigh-
borhood hotels, which are 
not the answer, so neighbor-
hood people are demonstrat-
ing against this policy.

 Queens’s neighborhood 
hotels are not the place for 
homeless families since 

there are about 150,000 chil-
dren homeless in the state. 
A hotel room does not neces-
sarily have a desk or table 
where children can do home-
work so if they do poorly in 
school, the teachers get the 
blame. Speculators stick 
hotels in locations without 
parks  or even shopping ar-
eas. There are no kitchens in 
hotels as required by law so 
the city has to deliver food to 
them daily. Too many home-
less individuals have mental 
or emotional problems and 
do not take required medi-
cines so they disrupt com-
munities when they are in 
local hotels.

Hevesi in the booklet 
“Home Stability Support” 
says “80,000 household are 
on the brink of homeless-
ness in NYS.” He is the 
chairman of the Assembly 
Standing Committee on So-
cial Services. Prior to 1975, 
the rents of households on 
public assistance were paid 
in full. When the shelter al-

lowance was created in 1975, 
it was originally designed to 
pay the full rents of the vast 
majority of households on 
public assistance. However, 
the shelter allowance has 
failed to keep up with the 
rising costs of housing so 
people can’t pay their rents 
and have been evicted or are 
facing eviction…they then 
become homeless and the 
city puts them in hotels cost-
ing $600 a night.

Hevesi believes that HSS 
would actually save money 
because it would only cost 
$11,224 per year for a fam-
ily of three to stay in their 
apartment, but it costs the 
city $38,460 for them to stay 
in a hotel. Stopping these 
evictions could save the 
city hundreds of millions of 
dollar a year. Money would 
also be saved for soup kitch-
ens, emergency room visits, 
housing court services, and 
programs for runaway and 
homeless youths. 

Not having to go to home-

less shelters, often hours 
away from a child’s original 
school, would make life easi-
er on families. Everything is 
tied together because a child 
moving around to shelters 
in other boroughs has less 
stability and is more likely 
to drop out of school and 
require expensive city ser-
vices.

As of now, more than 30 
City Council members are 
supporting this HSS pro-
gram. Congressman Joseph 
Crowley has endorsed this 
plan as has Public Advocate 
Letitia James. Civic associa-
tions in communities where 
hotels are being used to 
house the homeless endorse 
this plan.

 City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer said about 1,100 
city-owned properties could 
be used for the homeless, 
although the Buildings De-
partment says half of them 
are in f lood zones. The Mu-
nicipal Art Society says 
that land equivalent to 3,162 

properties is available for 
development. Then there are 
ghost houses in every neigh-
borhood which could be fin-
ished and used as homes.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 
OF THE WEEK

With Congress set to meet 
one has to be mindful of past 
talk against Medicare and 
Medicare. These programs 
are run by the federal gov-
ernment and are insurance 
policies which workers paid 
for themselves. They are not 
government entitlements 
paid for by the government 
but by the people. The checks 
sent out each month keep 
our economy going and help 
our young and old. Both are 
financially sound. There is 
no Social Security crisis and 
it has a reserve of $2.8 tril-
lion. The programs should 
really be expanded. Help 
more Americans remain at 
home as they age. Medicare 
should be able to negotiate 
the reduction in the cost of 
medicines people need.

Hevesi plan could help stem tenant evictions

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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Coverage Countdown 
to January 31, 2017!
You must apply for enrollment through  
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov by January 31  
to have health insurance in 2017.

•   Do you need health insurance?

•   Are you shopping for coverage but haven’t made  
a decision yet?

•   Have you already chosen a plan, but want to reconsider?

•   Do you know about the Essential Plan, with monthly 
premiums that are either FREE or $20 based on your income?

Fidelis Care can answer all your health insurance questions and  
help you apply for enrollment through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov.

Fidelis Care is committed to providing you with excellent 
customer service. We are here to help!
Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to make an appointment with a Health 
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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BY SCOTT STIFFLER

Divisive and downright 
ugly from the first primary 
to the final tally, last year’s 
presidential election had su-
persized portions of the key 
ingredients one would expect 
to find in a meaty theatrical 
drama: conflict, contrast, 
and the quest for power. With 
these elements still very 
much in play after Nov. 8, 
the flabbergasted duo behind 
feminist theater company 
The Dirty Blondes had no 
question as to how they would 
answer the president-elect: 
Cancel the production booked 
for January and heed the call 
of an ominous new muse.

“We were planning to pro-
duce a show about Britney 
Spears,” said artistic director 
Ashley Jacobson, “but we de-
cided to put all our resources 
toward supporting a political 
project.”

Embarking on that course 
correction didn’t take long: “I 
think we made the determi-

nation on Nov. 10,” Jacobson 
recalled. “We had just cast 
the show and were going into 
rehearsals. I was in a little bit 
of a stupor after the election; 
surprised and scared and 
crying, ‘I can’t get my s---t to-
gether for a show about Brit-
ney Spears!’ So I talked with 
[executive director] Elizabeth 
[Sarkady], and we said, ‘Let’s 
do something else.’ ’’

With 52 percent of white 
women having voted for 
Trump (a demographic both 
Blondes fit snugly into), “that 
was a reminder to look at the 
conversations we were par-
ticipating in, and whether or 
not we were leading or listen-
ing. So we want to take a step 
back creatively, and support a 
space for particularly threat-
ened and marginalized art-
ists to speak.”

Playing the East Village’s 
Kraine Theater through Jan. 
15, “The Resister Project” 
came together over the past 
several weeks as its 49 par-
ticipants spent much of the 

holiday season creating nine 
new plays and seven solo per-
formances based on their ex-
periences before and after the 
presidential election.

At the helm is Miami-
born, Astoria-based musical 
theater bookwriter Rebecca 

Aparicio, who is no stranger 
to the task of bringing dispa-
rate voices into harmony. The 
bluegrass band she formed 
with her husband, Alabama 
native and guitarist/vocalist 
Stephen Anthony Elkins, gigs 
weekly at Manhattan’s Hand-

craft Kitchen & Cocktails, 
and occasionally at Astoria’s 
The Bonnie. “Our banjo play-
er is from Poland,” said Apa-
ricio of Wild Magnolia, “and 
our mandolin player is a Do-
minican from the Bronx. We 
have a Cuban girl, me, on the 
washboard, and a Japanese 
fiddle player.” 

The band is not the only 
collaborative project with 
her husband. They created 
“Pedro Pan,” a bilingual chil-
dren’s musical based on the 
struggles of children sent, 
alone, to the United States 
as a means of escaping 1960s 
Cuba (the show was a critical 
and audience favorite at the 
2015 New York Intentional 
Fringe Festival).

As to how she became a 
producer on “The Resister 
Project,” Aparicio noted a call 
to action made on Facebook 
right after the election. “I had 
this idea that anybody who 
wanted to write or perform 
could have [a platform for] a 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

1 New money only. APY effective December 23, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit 
balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and 
offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. 
Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for 
IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. 
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Continued on Page 52

A film about the Black Lives Matter movement gets mixed reviews be-
fore the screening even starts, in Astoria-based playwright Esther Ko’s 
“With Allies Like This...”    Photo by Stephen Anthony Elkins

Queens director inspired by Election Night drama
Feminist theater company presents ‘The Resistor Project’ under Astoria playwright



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 13–19, 2017 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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“DHS’ security plan, in-
cluding the new key NYPD 
role, demonstrates our 
commitment to ensuring 
the safety and well-being 
of the individuals and 
families DHS is entrusted 
with protecting,” Banks 
said. “DHS work with the 
NYPD management team 
has already resulted in the 
implementation of critical 
improvements to the shel-
ter security measures that 
had been in place for many 
years.”

Meanwhile, DHS is ask-
ing New Yorkers to volun-
teer for its annual Home-
less Outreach Population 
Estimate, known as HOPE, 
to assist the agency in esti-
mating the number of peo-
ple living on the streets, in 
parks, subways, and other 
public spaces across the 
city. HOPE 2017 will held 
Jan. 23 from 10 p.m. to 4 
a.m. and DHS will need a 
minimum of 3,000 volun-
teers to collect vital infor-

mation that will augment 
the HOME-STAT quarterly 
nighttime street counts that 
helped 690 street homeless 
transition off the streets.

“It’s essential to know 
how many New Yorkers 
need our services, and the 
HOPE count is an impor-
tant part of that,” Banks 
said. “Now with the Mayor’s 
HOME-STAT initiative, we 
are greatly increasing our 
outreach program to help 
bring people in from the 
streets, and we will have 
more information about 
homelessness on the streets 
going forward.”

The HOPE count began 
in 2003 with 1,000 volun-
teers in Manhattan and now 
covers all five boroughs. 
Over 3,800 New Yorker vol-
unteered for HOPE 2016, a 
record total.

Those interested in 
volunteering should visit 
www.nyc.gov/hope to reg-
ister.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

pass leading directly into 
the security checkpoint.

The Port Authority also 
approved nearly $1.5 billion 
for Cuomo’s LaGuardia Air 
Train proposal, though sev-
eral board members were 
critical of that project. But 
Cuomo was undeterred last 
week.

“New York never backs 
down from a challenge. 
Rather we step up to take on 
the ambitious projects that 

are often thought impossi-
ble,” he said. ““We are New 
York, and we remember the 
bravado that built this state 
in the first place.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

Continued from Page 5 

NYPD
Continued from Page 4 

Delta

A new central terminal will replace the current piecemeal set-up. 
 Courtesy of Governor’s office

An array of events through-
out southeastern Queens will 
honor the legacy of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. on the weekend 
before the holiday celebrating 
his life this coming Monday.

“MLK 2017” will be held at 
Jamaica Center for Arts and 
Learning at 161-04 Jamaica 
Ave. on Saturday at 6:30 p.m. 
The event aspires to honor “the 
‘remnants’ of The Dream among 
us” by acknowledging certain 
individuals in the community 
working to further the goals set 
by Dr. King during his life.

State Sen. James Sanders (D-
Rochdale Village) will host a de-
bate on the legacy of the Obama 
administration, asking whether 
it was “fruitful or fruitless” in 
the Black Spectrum Theatre in-
side Roy Wilkins Park at 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Sanders will be on the 
panel, along with Queens Col-
lege Assistant Professor Dei-
dre Owens, Dr. Alfonso Wyatt 
and Dr. Lessie Branch, a senior 
research fellow at the DuBois 
Bunche Center for Public Policy 
at Medgar Evers College. The 
debate will be moderated by Dr. 

Ron Daniels, president of the 
Institute of the Black World 21st 
Century.

Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) will hold an event 
at the Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center at 151-03 Jamaica Ave. 
Monday, with a keynote speech 
by U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica). The event will also 
include performances from lo-
cal dance groups, according to 
Miller’s office.

--- Reporter Patrick Donachie

MLK weekend events scheduled in boro
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
JAN. 22ND 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer!
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BY BILL PARRY

The borough’s only dispensary of 
medical marijuana is set to launch 
home delivery.

Vireo Health New York, which 
opened The Queens Patient Center 
at 89-55 Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst 
last January, announced Monday 
it received approval from the state 
Department of Health to deliver to 
home-bound patients. The medical 
marijuana home delivery program 
was designed by a team of security 
experts, pharmacists and physicians 
to serve clients with life-threatening 
and debilitating diseases, like can-
cer and ALS.

“New Yorkers have increasingly 
come to expect home delivery and 
we plan on leveraging ‘last mile’ 
supply chain technologies to meet 
and exceed patient expectations,” 
Vireo Health of New York CEO Ari 
Hoffnung said. “We are grateful to 
the state’s public health and safety 
officials for their help making this 
Compassionate Care Act program a 
reality.”

The Compassionate Care Act was 
signed into law in 2014 by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo, The deliveries will be 

handled by at least two employees, 
and company-owned vehicles will 
be outfitted with cutting-edge safety 
features, including GPS tracking.

“Day-in and day-out our goal at 
Vireo Health of New York is to pro-
vide the best possible care and ser-
vice to our patients,” Vireo Health’s 
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Stephen 
Dahmer said. “Home delivery will 
not only help us to improve upon 
current services, but also expand 
our reach to those patients who are 
unable to travel. Our team is excited 
to provide this service to all of our 
existing patients, and to have the 
opportunity to meet new patients in 
other parts of the state.”

Deliveries are expected to be-
gin within 90 days to patients in 
an eight-county zone including 
the five boroughs, Long Island and 
Westchester.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

January 20, 2017!
Deadline Jan. 13, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice:
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Jan. 13, 2017

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, January 26th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy
Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly
John Liu

Monica Loja
Richard Mazda
Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar
Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano
Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas
Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton

Medical marijuana shop
approved to start deliveries

Vireo Health of New York is approved for the state’s first-ever medical marijuana home de-
livery program.
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Yannis Furs
www.yannisfurs.com

Finest Selection of

SHEARED FURS
SPANISH MERINO SHEARLINGS

AND OUTERWEAR AT
THE LOWEST PRICES

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage on Premises

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER
Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-4

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
“With half of the 2.3 million residents 
who call Queens ‘home’ born abroad, 
every immigrant’s success becomes 
our borough’s success. Queens lauds 

this year’s Ambassadors for their
contributions – past, present and

future. You are an integral part of 
what makes the World’s Borough thrive.”

Melinda Katz
President, Borough of Queens

Join in recognizing and applauding this year’s 
Queens Ambassador Award Honorees

LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Presented by:

N E  W S  P  A P  E  R  S  

For information about attending call:
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
New York City saw a con-

tinued drop in overall crime in 
the past year, according to re-
cently-released statistics from 
the NYPD. Crime was reduced 
by more than 4 percent, lead-
ing to the fewest annual index 
crimes ever reported since the 
police first introduced Comp-
Stat in 1994.

As for Queens, the borough 
saw similar reductions in most 
serious crimes, according 
to Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. The amount 
of serious crime dropped by 
3.26 percent from 2015 to 2016, 
according to Brown, with a 
nearly 19 percent drop in mur-
ders and a 15 percent drop 
in auto thefts, an 8.5 percent 
drop in robberies as well as a 
decline of almost 8 percent in 
burglaries.  

Citywide, shooting inci-
dents dropped to 998 in 2016, 
compared to 1,138 in 2015, 
equal to a drop of 12.3 percent, 
which the NYPD said was the 

fewest annual shooting inci-
dents ever reported since the 
NYPD first instituted Comp-
Stat. 

“2016 was the safest year 
ever in the history of New York 
City,” Police Commissioner 
James O’Neill said about the 
citywide drop in incidents of 

crime. “We have been working 
hard at reducing crime to his-
toric lows, when many said it 
could not be done. And we have 
reduced crime despite upticks 
in violence in many other cit-
ies across America.” 

O’Neill credited the ex-
panded use of the Neighbor-

hood Policing program as 
one reason for the continued 
decrease, and said the NYPD 
had greater success in making 
arrests and stymieing gang ac-
tivity throughout the city.

Throughout the city, the 
NYPD recorded 335 murders 
in 2016, a 4.8 percent reduc-

tion from the year before, and 
a 1 percent reduction in rapes, 
down to 1,436. In 2016, 15,489 
robberies were committed, 
a reduction of 8.7 percent. Of 
the major index crimes, only 
felonious assaults saw an in-
crease, from 20,375 in 2015 to 
20,807 in 2016, a rise of 2.1 per-
cent.

Mayor Bill de Blasio lauded 
the drop in crime throughout 
the city.

“Three years ago, countless 
onlookers scoffed at the no-
tion that New York City could 
reduce crime from already 
record lows,” the mayor said. 
“Yet we’ve done it, all while 
working toward a more just 
city by reducing arrests and 
curtailing the overuse of stop 
and frisk.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Queens and New York City saw decreases in most major crime categories between 2015 and 2016, according to 
the NYPD and the Queens DA.

City, boro record lower crime rates in 2016
Commissioner O’Neill credits Neighborhood Policing program for decreased rates
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January 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th
SPIN AND SKATE
Starting December 2nd the Friday night public 
skating session will be Spin and Skate. There will 
be a DJ spinning tunes while you skate. Stay tuned 
for contests and voting on the music.

Sunday, January 15th
AVIATOR CAMPS OPEN HOUSE
Camp for a day to experience the magic of Avia-
tor Sports Summer Day Camp at our Open House 
on Sunday, January 15th! Families will meet with 
Camp Directors and Camp Staff , experience our 
wonderful facilities and more!

Thursday, January 19th
BLUEROCK ENERGY GET CHARGED UP 
NETWORKING EVENT
Aviator Sports will be hosting the BlueRock Ener-
gy Get Charged Up Networking Event on Thurs-
day, January 19, 2017. This is a great opportunity 
to meet other local business owners to help you 
achieve your goals in 2017.

Sunday, January 29th
THE INAUGURAL NY ADVENTURE 
CLUB FIELD DAY WINTER OLYMPICS
Join New York Adventure Club for their inaugural 
Field Day Winter Olympics, which will pit four co-
ed teams head-to-head in a series of fun, athletic 
competitions at Aviator Sports and Events Center

December at Aviator Sports was full 
of Winter fun. Early in the month Avia-
tor hosted The Good Fight Jiu-Jitsu 
Tournament and Metropolitan  
Dancesport Championship. 

Brunch With Santa is always one of Avia-
tor Sports most popular events and this 
year was no diff erent, adding an extra 
day in 2016 Brunch with Santa was hosted 
December 15th and December 18th

Sunday, December 18th was also the 
10th Annual Aviator Ice Academy 
Holiday Show. After months of dili-
gent preparation students showed 
off their skills.

During the holiday break Aviator was 
open for extended and extra sessions 
of basketball and ice skating. 

Ice Skating Birthday Parties 
at Aviator Sports and Winter 
go together like sharpened 
skates and fresh ice. During 
January the hospitality de-
partment has added extra 
times for parties including 
Friday Nights that include 
Spin and Skate featuring a DJ 
and lights on the ice.

EVENTS THIS MONTH

For exclusive discounts and more information visit www.aviatorsports.com/aviator-game-day

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

WHAT YOU MISSED LAST MONTH

Brunch 
with 
Santa

SPOTLIGHT

WINTER ICE SKATING SPECIALS
Save big on ice skating winter fun with the Family 
Four Pack, Frequent Flyer 10 Pack and Aviator Day 

Pass. www.aviatorsports.com/public-ice-skating
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Following a longstanding tradition, President Mike Truesdell invited 7th and 8th 
graders from several local Catholic elementary schools to our concert band rehearsal on 
December 14. This year girls and boys attended the uplifting and upbeat rehearsal concert 
from Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, St. Andrew Avellino School, and St. Kevin’s 
Catholic Academy.  St. Andrew Avellino asked to bring their 6th grade class also and we 
welcomed them with open arms and open hearts!  The in-house guest total was over 200 
students, faculty, and staff members who made our rehearsal concert very special!  

Following this rehearsal on December 16, our Annual Christmas Concert was held 
where the entire Holy Cross High School community congregated to listen to and sing 
along with the playing of traditional Christmas music orchestrated by our new Director 
of Music, Mr. Greg Mulzet. Bravo, Holy Cross!

Pictured left is the fi nal scene from our Annual Christmas Concert, which we received 
wonderful reviews from attendees.

Holy Cross Hosts Annual Christmas Rehearsal Concert 

Photo:  The 2016 Holy Cross Christmas Concert
led by Greg Mulzet, Director of Music
© 2016 Holy Cross High School

Holy Cross’ Annual Christmas Classic means business!
It was faculty against students on December 21 once again in 

a close game! Faculty won by a mere fi ve points making the fi nal 
score 43-38! 

Faculty V. Students Christmas Classic Basketball Game

Photo:  The 2016 Holy Cross Faculty Team
© 2016 Holy Cross High School

Holy Cross’ Student Ambassadors were honored to be a part of the 2016 holiday toy drive.  The 
toy drive, sponsored by Councilman Paul A. Vallone and Josip Banovic, Junior Vice President 
of Holy Cross’ Student Council works with multiple local schools where volunteers gathered as 
many toys as possible to help the Friends of St. Mary’s Toy Drive campaign. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all who donated on the request of our amazing Student Ambassadors!

Holy Cross Student Ambassador Program: 
Friends Of St. Mary’s Toy Drive With Councilman Vallone

Photo:  Some of the donated toys under the St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital Christmas tree
© 2016 Offi ce of Councilman Paul A. Vallone

Service Learning Holiday Project
This Giving Tuesday, and throughout the holiday season, Holy Cross collected baby diapers and wipes for families 

in need of these particular items. Holy Cross students, families, faculty, and staff joined forces—donating and 
collecting thousands of items making this year’s project another success!

In addition, the Service Learning Department made diaper cakes to present to families in a festive fashion! The 
initiative helped a great deal of families care for their children this season.

CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS
at Holy Cross High School
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The longstanding Holy Cross-St. Agnes alliance has been cul-
tivated for decades.  This year, the two schools are joining forces 
like never before—planning bigger and better events and ensuring 
everything they do is to better our world on a local, national, or in-
ternational level.  Most recently, Holy Cross High School’s Student 
Councilmen invited St. Agnes High School’s Student Councilwomen 
to support the Ronald McDonald House with them.   

Here’s what Briana Stephenson, Second Vice President, St. Ag-
nes High School and Josip Banovic, Holy Cross High School Student 
Council had to say about the cheerful, heartfelt day where volunteers 
of Holy Cross and St. Agnes gathered to prepare donated gifts for 
children to unwrap this Christmas Day…

“My experience at the Ronald McDonald House was truly some-
thing that I will never forget. When I fi rst walked inside the building, 
I was amazed to see how comfortable and welcoming the atmosphere 
was.  One of the women who worked there brought us up to the sec-
ond fl oor to see all of the toys that we would be dealing with that 
afternoon.  It was a room that resembled a hotel room fi lled to the 
ceiling with toys.  She told us that there were at least 1500 toys in 
the room!  We walked through a dining hall fi lled with the aroma 
of freshly baked cookies.  We were told that we had the option to be 
bakers or to be sorters.  I knew I would enjoy sorting the toys and so 
I did with four others.  

This job entailed separating toys by age group and even gender as 
the boys brought cartloads of toys down into the room.  We had to 
work extremely quickly to clear the fl oor and empty the carts so that 

they could be brought back upstairs to be refi lled.  It was really amaz-
ing how well the St. Agnes girls and the Holy Cross boys worked to-
gether.  After about an hour, we had completely sorted through all of 
the toys, and there were stacks on each different table that reached the 
ceiling. It was amazing to see all that we were able to accomplish!

The Ronald McDonald House helps families in such a great way.  
By giving hospitalized children toys to play with, it relieves the fi nan-
cial burden of families who are already paying for larger-than-normal 
medical expenses.  Most importantly, it is showing the families that 
they are there to help.  As I walked through the dining hall, I noticed 
that there were dozens of volunteers preparing meals and serving the 
people who live there. I saw the smiles on the parent’s faces as they 
sat down with small children and prepared to eat dinner that night, 
and I was so grateful that I had done something to help this organiza-
tion.  After the sorting process, there is still much work to be done 
before the toys are actually distributed, and Ronald McDonald House 
could always use more volunteers. I would be ecstatic to have the op-
portunity to volunteer there again.” – Briana Stephenson

“The Ronald McDonald House is a wonderful place that tries to 
alleviate the pain of families and children struggling with various 
illnesses. It was truly an honor to go over there and help with their 
annual toy drive. I, and the rest of my Student Councilmen, would 
like to thank, Mrs. Lohnes, Head of Holy Cross Student Council and 
Jennifer Nicholson, Director of Volunteers for making this trip possi-
ble.  As we arrived at the Ronald McDonald House, we immediately 
went to work!  Some of the girls went to bake goods in the kitchen 
with Mrs. Lohnes for the families staying, while the rest of us went 
to separate the toys.  We were surprised to fi nd an entire room full 
of toys!  Our job was to categorize the toys into separate age groups 
so every child would have the perfect one.  I speak for everyone who 
went to the Ronald McDonald House, in saying it was truly an un-
forgettable experience.  The Ronald McDonald House and this toy 
drive, is a way to give these children a little bit of holiday joy during 
their tough times. This service trip was a wonderful opportunity and 
we look forward to doing something similar in the future.” – Josip 
Banovic.

Holiday Altruism with Holy Cross & St. Agnes High Schools

At this time, the Holy Cross-St. Agnes Student Council duo is planning a talent showcase to raise money for a deserving charity or several 
charities.  Event profi ts will go directly to the Ronald McDonald House and Love Without Boundaries.  Love Without Boundaries
provides medical, educational, and nutritional programs to children in Cambodia, Uganda, and China.  Their robust nutritional program gives 
formula to infants in healing homes and foster care families, fruits and vegetables to children at schools, and cereal for those in foster care. 

The talent showcase is scheduled for March 2017, so please stay tuned for updates on attending, giving, or volunteering for this event!

Future Plans

Media inquiries contact Teresa Augustyniak, Director of Communications and Marketing, Holy Cross High School, 718-886-7250.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

SE Queens councilman calls 
for community land trusts

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city Department of 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment opened a Request 
for Expressed Interest from 
parties that want to develop 
community land trusts in the 
city, which Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Arverne) said 
could be one way to increase 
affordable homeownership in 
areas wracked by foreclosures 
and rising prices like south-
east Queens.

“One of the reasons we’re 
pushing for land trusts is it 
takes speculation out of land,” 
Richards said.  “It’s helping 
people who haven’t been able 
to afford homeownership in 
New York City. Everybody 
dreams about the white picket 
fence and having a place they 
can come in and own.” 

Richards briefly detailed 
community land trusts during 
an affordable housing confer-
ence held at Allen AME Ca-
thedral in Jamaica Monday. 

In a subsequent interview, he 
spoke about Council legisla-
tion he introduced in Septem-
ber to allow the HPD to enter 
into regulatory agreements 
with community land trusts, 
which are nonprofit organiza-
tions established to own land 

in an attempt to maintain af-
fordability over time despite 
fluctuations in the surround-
ing area’s market rates. 

In a city where rent price 
spikes often take top billing 
in the news, Richards said 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A proposed Department 
of Transportation Select 
Bus Service route planned 
to travel from Woodhaven 
to the Rockaways via Cross 
Bay Boulevard should ex-
tend as far into the east-
ern peninsula as possible, 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Arverne) said. He 
argued it could alleviate 
long travel times for Rock-
away residents.

“On our transit-starved 
peninsula, we need to lever-
age every opportunity we 
can to improve commutes 
for Rockaway residents and 
bringing Select Bus Service 
down here is one of those 
opportunities we must take 
advantage of,” Richards 
said during a Jan. 6 event 
held outside the Ocean Bay 
Houses in the Rockaways. 
“This is about transit eq-
uity and adding extra free 
time in the day for residents 
to relax and spend time off 

of the buses and trains that 
many Rockaway residents 
find themselves on for 
about four hours a day.”

On Tuesday, Communi-
ty Board 14, which includes 
much of the Rockaway pen-
insula, voted to approve the 
new SBS line.

The proposed route 
would extend from Wood-
side and Rego Park down 
to Rockaway Park and 
Arverne in the Rockaways. 
In October 2015, the DOT 
delayed the implementa-
tion of the plan for the SBS, 
which would travel to both 
the western and eastern 
parts of the Rockaways. 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
Boulevards each span  from 
three to five traffic lanes 
with a parking lane in each 
direction, according to 
the DOT’s site, which the 
agency says could allow the 
space for SBS service to en-
hance bus service. 

The proposed route 

Richards wants SBS 
for Rockaway buses

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46

 PCT    HHA    CNA 
 MED Billing/Coding 
 M.A    Pharmacy Tech
 EKG/Phlebotomy Tech 
 Fashion Designing
 Media Concepts:  Audio  Video
 Solar Tech    SAP

Call: 718-263-0750

FREE Training If Qualified

US Vets
CALL
NOW

US Vets
CALL
NOW

STUDENTS VISAS @ LOW COST
On Queens Boulevard  Next to E/F Train  Q10 Bus 

8002 Kew Gardens Road, Kew Gardens, New York
WWW.ACCESSQUEENS.COM

JOBS/
NEW CAREER

We Train
& Place!

Community land trusts could help in the fight to maintain affordable ho-
meownership in southeast Queens, according to Councilman Donovan 
Richards. Photo by Michael Shain
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13-20 124th St.  •  College Point, NY 11356  •  718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT
Thursday, January 19, 5:00pm - 7:00pm

• Register for the Class of 2021 • Learn about college partnerships • Meet students & faculty

Yanni’s Furs carries 
a unique, large selection 
of Furs, Sheared Furs, 
Spanish Merino Shear-
lings and Outerwear. 
Our styles can be casual 
or classy, making the 
selection easier for you. 
If that’s not to your lik-
ing, we have a selection 
of fun vests, stoles and 
boleros.

Yanni’s Furs has built 
one of the Finest Certifi ed 
Cold Storage Protected 
Vault on premises. Basi-
cally, all Furs and Leath-
ers should be stored in a 
climate, humidity con-
trolled environment. 

Cold storage is needed 
for the hide of the pelt, 
which can deteriorate if 
not stored properly and to 
avoid the excessive dam-
aging effects from moths. 
We also accept cloth, 
wool, cashmere, etc. in 
our vault for additional 
protection from damage. 

We only require a two-
day notice for retrieval, 
but always try to accom-
modate a shorter notice if 
possible. 

We specialize as a Full 
Service Furrier for all Re-
pairs, Remodels, Cleaning 
and Glazing and accept 
trade ins. We also service 
Leathers, Shearlings and 
Outerwear. Most of the 
work is done on premises 
with very few exceptions.

We are a fourth gen-
eration of expert Furriers 
that can guide you to the 
best fashion, fi t and the 
best solution in remodel-
ing for each individual. 

As most of us know, 
what’s important in this 
day and age is that Fur is 
Green, and is one of the 
world’s most biodegrad-
able products.

Yannis Furs
130 Middle Neck Rd.

Great Neck, (516)504-1113 
www.YannisFurs.com

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Best selection and care of furs at Yanni’s Furs
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STATE
BOROUGH

OF
THE

JANUARY 27, 2017
10AM   YORK COLLEGE.

RSVP at
queensbp.org/rsvp

or 718.286.2661

QUEENS BOROUGH PRESIDENT MELINDA KATZ’S

James O’Neill said Mc-
Donald’s reach went far 
beyond the NYPD.

 “No one could have 
predicted that Steven 
would touch so many 
people, in New York 
and around the world,” 
O’Neill said. “Like so 
many cops, Steven joined 
the NYPD to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. 
And he accomplished 
that every day. He is a 
model for each of us as 
we go about our daily 
lives. He will be greatly 
missed and will always 
remain a part of our 
family.”

The incident, which 
left him wheelchair-
bound and on a respira-
tor, happened just four 
days shy of his two-year 
anniversary as a cop. 
Shavod Jones, 15 years 
old at the time, went 
to jail for attempted 
murder for eight years.  
Four days after he was 
released from prison in 
1995, Jones died in a mo-
torcycle accident.

“New York City is 

heartbroken by the loss 
of NYPD Detective Ste-
ven McDonald, who for 
30 years has been this 
city’s greatest example 
of heroism and grace. I 
will forever cherish my 
last conversation with 
Detective McDonald 
late last year. His words 
encouraged all of us to 
continue to bring police 
and communities closer 
together,” de Blasio said. 
“The story of Detective 
Steven McDonald needs 
to be understood across 
the United States, espe-
cially as we work to heal 
the wounds of the past. 
There is no greater ex-
ample of honor and ser-
vice to others.”

Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) re-
membered McDonald in 
a statement.

“Detective Steven 

McDonald will forever 
be one of NYPD’s fin-
est, our hero, champion 
of courage and forgive-
ness,” he said. “May his 
family now embrace the 
love of an entire city that 
Detective McDonald de-
fended with his life.”

Spreading his mes-
sage of forgiveness took 
McDonald near and far, 
from local schools, to 
centers of global conflict 
such as Bosnia, North-
ern Ireland and Israel.

He is succeeded in the 
NYPD by his son, Detec-
tive Sergeant Conor Mc-
Donald, who represents 
the fourth generation in 
his family to serve.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at 
mhallum@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

effects on New Yorkers.
“I will work to ensure 

that New Yorkers do not 
suffer the consequenc-
es of ill-advised policy 
changes coming from 
federal agencies,” she 
said.

Meanwhile, state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) introduced 
legislation Wednesday 
that would add immigra-
tion status to the list of 
protected classes in the 
state’s human rights and 
civil rights laws. Gia-
naris’ proposal would 
make it a violation to dis-
criminate against a per-
son based on their immi-
gration status and would 
expand current civil 
remedies for bias-related 
crimes to include those 
targeted due to their im-
migration status.

“Immigrants are 
under siege like never 
before and we have an 
obligation to ensure the 
safety and well-being of 
those who came to our 
country seeking a bet-
ter life,” said Gianaris, 

whose own parents came 
to the United States from 
Greece.

New York’s human 
rights law protects people 
from a wide range of dis-
crimination on the basis 
of age, race, sexual orien-
tation and gender among 
other categories. The 
law provides a remedy 
for those discriminated 
against in the provision 
of several services, in-
cluding but not limited 
to housing, employment 
and public accommoda-
tion. Current civil rights 
law, which would also 
expand to include immi-
gration status under this 
legislation, provides the 
opportunity for victims 
of hate crimes to bring 
civil actions against their 
attackers.

“With our president-
elect threatening to 
deport millions of im-
migrants who came to 
America to build a better 
life for themselves and 
their families, this bill is 
one way to resist the hate 
and stand up for a free 
New York,” New York 
Civil Liberties Union Ex-
ecutive Director Donna 
Lieberman said.

Following the election, 
documented incidents of 
hate crimes, harassment 
and intimidation soared 
throughout the country 
as well as in western 
Queens. Gianaris joined 
civil rights groups to con-
demn hate crimes. 

Steven Choi, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
New York Immigration 
Coalition, commended 
Gianaris on introduc-
ing the bill calling to 
include “immigration 
status” in the defini-
tion of “national origin” 
in anti-discrimination 
law.

“Given the current 
political climate that 
has been marked by an 
increase in hate crimes, 
it is more important 
that ever that we ensure 
that New Yorkers, in-
cluding undocumented 
New Yorkers, legal per-
manent residents, visa 
holders and others, are 
equally protected,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Simotas
Continued from Page 4 

McDonald
Detective Steven McDonald 

will forever be one of 
NYPD’s fi nest...

Councilman Paul Vallone
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At The Mary Louis
Acedemy, you will
fi nd your voice –
distinctive, confi dent,
intelligent, creative
and empowered –
a voice that will be
one of your greatest
assets in life.

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, 
New York.  Accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools and 
Chartered by the State of NY.
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 1/13/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

22k miles, Stk#25503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712 8k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN VERSA
BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#22150

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#29755, 40k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 1/13/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

BUY 
FOR:

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000

25k miles, Stk#23408

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

DS & BUDGET!

RECEIVE A 
32” SAMSUNG 

LED TV 
with every pre-owned 

vehicle purchase

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^

M TTTT PP FFFFFF
O NT TOW D E P H E F A V
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AMAMAMMMMMAMAAAM JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJAMAMAMAMAMAJMAAJAJMAMAJOJJJ ROOJJJJ RR WOOOOO WWWWWOWORR D LLOOOO DD WWDD WWLLD WIWIWIWI LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL DRR LL DOLLWW OUDDWW OORRRR LLL DDDDOR

UUBBOOOO E YUUUU LLBBBB YYOEEWWOR
OUYYWWL

YOYOLLE R TUURROOOO ARRUUUU TATATT XXXXXXX X RTATAAAAABB XXDO
RRYYOU XXL RR XXOU RRRRXX E

JJJOJOJAJAJJOJOORORJOJOOR OR OROR WWWOWOWOWOOROROOWOWOORORRLRLOORORRLRLLDLRLRLLD D LDLD WWWIWIWIWIWILWILWIWIILILLLLILILLL L LLLL DDDODODODOOUOUOOOODODOOUOUUBUBOUOUUBUBBLBLUBUBBLBLLELLBLBLLE E LELEL YYYOYOYOYOOUOUOYOYOYOYOOUOUURUROUOUUR UR RURUR TATATATATAXTAXAXAXTATAX X AXAX RRREREFFFFFUEEFFUUNNNNUUUUREREEFEFREREEFEFFUFUEFEFFUFUUNUNUFUFUUNUNNDNDUNUNNDNDNDND
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29481

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#26411

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$27,000
'13 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#30304

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

24k miles, Stk#24152

'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS
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State Sen. Leroy Comrie raises his hand to take the oath of office for a second term in Albany, swearing on a bible held by 
his ally and associate, state Sen. James Sanders Jr. 

Courtesty of Sen. Comrie

Preparing for its 90th season, the Oratorio Society of Queens is holding open auditions for new 
members Monday, Jan. 16, at 6:50 pm at Temple Beth Sholom, 72nd Street and Northern Boulevard, 
in Flushing. Reservations are required to audition. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Tom Suozzi (R) poses for a selfie with his family in the gallery of the House of 
Representatives as he takes over the congressional seat for northern Queens 
and Nassau that had been held by Rep. Steve Israel, who retired this year. 
 Courtesy of Rep. Suozzi

Flushing Assemblywoman Nily Rozic, 30, the 
youngest member of the Assembly when she was 
first sworn in, is a seasoned veteran as her third 
term begins. Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (r) is administered the oath of 
office at the state capitol by Janet DiFiore, chief judge of the 
Court of Appeals. Her son, Evan, holds the Bible for her 10th 
swearing in. Courtesy of Se. Stavosky

The new board of Glendale’s energetic Property Owners Association 
is sworn in in a meeting room at St. Pancras Church on Myrtle Avenue 
by newly re-elected Assemblyman Mike Miller (far l). 

Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller

Borough Beat

Dr. Sibylle Ajwani (c), the principal at PS 229 in Woodside, is 
set to retire. She received a proclamation for her work from 
Council member Elizabeth Crowley (R). Courtesy of PS 229
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LIVING 
HEALTHY
IN THE NEW YEAR

Simple ways to stay 
fi t all year long

Many people fi nd it easier to 
maintain their beach bodies 
during summer than they 

do throughout the rest of the year. 
Summer weather encourages peo-
ple to get off the couch and enjoy 
the great outdoors, and many peo-

ple prefer to eat lighter meals dur-
ing the summer to combat the heat 
and humidity.

But once the dog days of sum-
mer give way to autumn, the mo-
tivation to stay in beach shape 

Continued on page 38
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ABC Christian Books & Health 
Food Center

THE BEST WAY 
TO RESTART 

YOUR LIFE

HAPPY 2017

At $1.99 how could 
you go wrong?

Available in English  
French & Spanish

P lato said, “Music gives a soul to 
the universe, wings to the mind, 
fl ight to the imagination, and life 

to everything.” Music often communi-
cates messages that are not easily ex-
pressed, which is one reason why mu-
sic is such an integral part of so many 
people’s lives. 

Many people love music for its en-
tertainment value, but there is grow-
ing evidence that music can be good 
for overall health as well. A study from 
researchers at the Cleveland Clinic fo-
cused on the use of music for brain 
surgery patients who must be awake 
during their procedures. Researchers 
found that music enabled the patients 
to manage anxiety, reduce pain, and 
relax more fully during their proce-
dures. 

In a study titled, “The effect of mu-
sic intervention in stress response 
to cardiac surgery in a randomized 
clinical trial,” a team of Swedish re-
searchers measured serum cortisol, 
heart rate, respiratory rate, mean ar-
terial pressure, arterial oxygen ten-
sion, arterial oxygen saturation, and 
subjective pain and anxiety levels for 
patients who had undergone cardiotho-
racic surgery. Those who were allowed 
to listen to music during recuperation 
and bed rest had lower cortisol levels 
than those who rested without music.

Many doctors now play music while 
operating or enable patients to listen 
to music to calm their nerves during 
in-offi ce procedures.

According to Caring Voice Coali-
tion, an organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of patients with 
chronic illnesses, music has also been 
shown to enhance memory and stimu-

late both sides of the brain, which may 
help individuals recover from stroke 
or those suffering from cognitive im-
pairments.

Music also can have a positive im-
pact on mood. Neuroscientists have 
discovered that listening to music 
heightens positive emotions through 
the reward centers of the brain. Mu-
sic stimulates the production of dop-
amine, creating positive feelings as a 
result. 

Some researchers think that music 
may help improve immune response, 
promoting faster recovery from ill-
ness. Undergraduate students at Wil-
kes University measured the levels 
of IgA — an important antibody for 
the immune system’s fi rst line of de-
fense against disease — from saliva. 
Levels were measured before and af-
ter 30 minutes of exposure to various 
sounds, including music. Soothing 
music produced signifi cantly greater 
increases in IgA than any of the other 
conditions.

Another way music has been linked 
to improved health is its ability to 
make physical activity seem less mun-
dane. Listening to songs can distract 
one from the task at hand, pushing 
focus onto the music rather than the 
hard work being done. When exercis-
ing, upbeat music can help a person go 
a little further as they work to achieve 
their fi tness goals than working out 
without music.

The benefi ts of music extend be-
yond enjoying a favorite song, as mu-
sic can do much to contribute to one’s 
overall health.  

LIVING HEALTHY IN THE NEW YEAR

How music may 
improve health



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 13–19, 2017 37  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

We Are 
Dedicated 

to 
Satisfying 

All of 
Our 

Clients

38-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 
(718) 224-7300

Free Parking | Most Insurance Plans Accepted | Competitive Pricing

Proud 
to 

Serve 
the 

Bayside 
Community

LIVING HEALTHY IN THE NEW YEAR

Legend states that on April 2, 1513, 
Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de 
León was the fi rst European to 

discover modern-day Florida when he 
traveled on a quest for the mythical 
“Fountain of Youth.” While modern sci-
ence has proven that there is no mysti-
cal fountain or body of water that can 
reverse or slow down the aging process, 

there are many steps people can take to 
age well and prolong their lives. 

Eating the right foods is one way to 
age well. According to Dr. Ralph Felder, 
coauthor of “The Bonus Years Diet,” re-
versing the aging process internally is 
more diffi cult than outward cosmetic 
changes. But the right foods can go a 
long way toward increasing both life ex-

Eating right can 
improve quality of life

pectancy and quality of life. Those who 
want to employ diet to increase their 
life expectancy may want to start add-
ing more of the following foods to their 
breakfast, lunch and dinner plates:

BROCCOLI, GRAPES, 
AND SALAD
According to Health magazine, re-
searchers have found that compounds 
in these three foods boast extra life-
extending benefi ts.

BERRIES
In addition to their abundance of anti-
oxidants, berries have other benefi ts. 
A 2012 study from Harvard University 
found that at least one serving of blue-
berries or two servings of strawberries 
each week may reduce the risk of cog-
nitive decline in older adults.

FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES
Produce is good for the body because 
it’s low in calories and high in fi ber, 
vitamins, and other nutrients. Numer-
ous studies have indicated that diets 
plentiful in fruits and vegetables help 
people maintain a healthy weight and 
protect against cardiovascular dis-
ease.

WHOLE GRAINS
Whole grains pack a lot of nutrition 
into a low-calorie food. Whole grains 
help protect against type 2 diabetes, 
and researchers at the University of 
Texas Health Sciences Center found 

study participants whose diets includ-
ed plenty of whole grains and fruit cut 
their heart disease risk by almost half 
compared to those whose diets favored 
meat and fatty foods. 

RED WINE
A glass a day for women and no more 
than two glasses daily for men can be 
benefi cial. Moderate consumption of 
red wine has been shown to slow age-
related declines in cardiovascular 
function, according to the American 
Heart Association.

FIBER
Increase your fi ber intake for a longer 
life. Research from The American 
Journal of Clinical Nutrition fi nds that 
the more fi ber you include in your diet, 
the lower your risk of coronary heart 
disease. The daily recommendation is 
25 to 35 grams.

While there may be no such thing 
as the fountain of youth, a healthy diet 
can help men and women prolong their 
lives.  

THERE ARE MANY 
STEPS PEOPLE CAN 

TAKE TO AGE WELL AND 
PROLONG THEIR LIVES
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1991 - 2016
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Shop, Shop, Shop 

Your Honeymoon, 
On Us! 

9 |

10 |

Visit our Indoor 
Waterfall 

Try our Popular 
Homemade 
Delectable Rice Cakes 

Effortless Meeting 
Experiences 

Sing your Heart Out

11 | 

12 |

13 |

14 |

Earn Extra 2500 
Starpoints 

Complimentary 
Valet Parking 

1 | 

2 |

The Wedding Banquet

Unwind 

First Hotel in 
Flushing 

Exciting Destinations

Outdoor Terrace 

Our Two-Story 
Glass Wine Tower  

3 | 

4 |

5 |

6 |

7 | 

8 |

Join us in the 
Annual Lunar New 
Year Parade  

19 |

Visit the Iconic 
Wooden Statue of a 
Bodhisattva

Order a Drink

Airport shuttle for free

Celebrating your 25th 
Anniversary in 12/15 
to 1/31? Let’s Celebrate 
Together! 

15 | 

16 |

17 | 

18 |

Visit our Newly 
Renovated Restaurant  

Upgrade to a Higher 
Level of Comfort for 
just $20  

Savor Fresh 
Homemade 
Made-to-Order 
Dim Sum 

20 |

21 |

22 |

Tie the Knot  

Savoring Taiwanese 
Cuisine 

Enjoy our Specially 
Crafted Prix-Fixe 
Menu  

23 |

24 |

25 |

brace healthy diets when their par-
ents solicit their input regarding the 
weekly meal menu. 

If kids ask for unhealthy fare like 
hamburgers or macaroni and cheese, 
compromise by preparing healthier 
alternatives, such turkey burgers or 
whole-grain pasta with parmesan 
cheese sprinkled on top. Explain your 
reasons for preparing healthier alter-
natives. 

In addition, don’t be afraid to veer off 
course every so often and let kids choose 
a meal that’s not as nutritious as you 
would like. Straying from healthy fare 
is only problematic if it becomes rou-
tine. But periodic indulgences in pizza 
and other less nutritional fare should 
not affect kids’ long-term health.

MAKE EXPERIMENTING FUN
Parents who love trying new things 

in the kitchen or when dining out can 
encourage the same spirit of experi-
mentation in their children. Kids who 
are focused and enthusiastic about 
trying new foods may not think twice 
about how the new foods they’re trying 
are healthy. 

Make experimenting with new foods 
a family affair by alternating who gets 
to choose the restaurant when ordering 
takeout or the type of cuisine to cook on 
nights when the family experiments in 
the kitchen. Once the choice has been 
made, choose healthy items and share 
dishes so kids can try various healthy 
foods in a single meal.

More information about kids and 
healthy eating can be found at Lets-
Move.org.  

LIVING HEALTHY IN THE NEW YEAR

tends to wane. Couple that dwindling 
motivation with the tendency to eat 
larger, heartier meals as the weather 
gets colder, and it’s easy to see why so 
many people gain weight over the last 
several months of the year and into the 
new year. But maintaining a healthy 
weight year-round promotes long-term 
health and reduces a person’s risk for 
various ailments and diseases, includ-
ing heart disease and diabetes. The fol-
lowing are a handful of strategies men 
and women can employ as they try to 
turn their beach bodies into the bodies 
they see in the mirror all year long:

Keep setting goals. As winter 
heads toward spring, many people set 
short-term goals to motivate them to get 
back into beach shape. That’s a highly 
effective strategy that need not be exclu-
sive to late winter. Tie your goals into 
the season to increase your chances for 
success. For example, resolve to run out-
doors or cycle a certain number of miles 
each week in autumn. When winter ar-
rives and exercising outdoors is no lon-
ger viable, commit to attending a few fi t-
ness classes per week at your gym. 

Switch up your workout rou-

tine every few weeks. Adhering to 
the same exercise routine for months 

on end can grow tedious. The body 
can even grow accustomed to the same 
workout routine, meaning you won’t 
be getting as much out of your exercise 
sessions as you might if you switch 
things up. If you fi nd your daily work-
outs taking a turn toward the mun-
dane, switch up your routine by chang-
ing exercises or signing up for classes 
that interest you. 

Find healthy seasonal foods. Ed-
ucate yourself about which foods are 
in-season in your area throughout the 
year, opting for the most nutritious 
foods you can fi nd. Buying in-season 
foods saves you money, and you will 
also feel good about staying on a nutri-
tious, eco-friendly track.

Join an exercise group or sports 

league. As summer turns to autumn, 
join a road runner’s club to moti-
vate you to run. When harsh weather 
makes running outdoors too diffi cult, 
sign up for a winter sports league. 
Such groups or leagues get you off the 
couch and provide great opportunities 
to meet like-minded men and women 
who have made their own commit-
ments to staying fi t.

Staying fi t all year long is a chal-
lenge for many people. But maintain-
ing that beach body even after sum-
mer has come and gone need not be so 
diffi cult. 

Continued from page 35

STAY FIT

Continued from page 38

HEALTHY KIDS

Joining an exercise 
group is one way men 
and women can stay 
motivated and main-
tain healthy weights 
year-round.
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BY SCOTT STIFFLER
Plenty of people dream 

about running away to join 
the circus, but precious few 
have enough core strength to 
make it in the world of span-
dex, sawdust, and high-flying 
derring-do.

San Francisco Bay Area 
native and Sunnyside trans-
plant Mark Curtis Ferrando 
made the leap from gymnast 
and theater kid to practitioner 
of eye-popping partner acro-
batics when he began training 
at Circus Warehouse — a Long 
Island City facility whose high 

ceilings and 8,000-square-foot 
sprawl allow ample room for 
trapeze work, catch and bal-
ance practice, and the mastery 
of striking a vertical pose in 
the middle of a horizontal pole 
(an absurdly difficult task Fer-
rando excels at — see his social 
media for proof).

Since graduating from the 
Circus Warehouse profession-
al program in 2012, Ferrando 
has found steady employment, 
albeit in the show-to-show 
patchwork manner befit-
ting one whose resume touts 
the on-demand deployment 
of tumbling, juggling, hand-
stands, trampoline work, the-
atrical combat, guitar playing, 
and whistling. No stage work 
to offer? No problem. Toiling 
behind the scenes as a techni-
cian or house manager is an-
other way he pay the bills.

“When I was in theater 
school,” recalled Ferrando, 

who has a B.A. in Dramat-
ic Arts from UC Davis, “I 
couldn’t help but build sets 
and light things. I’m obsessed 
with this world of expression, 
and I want to know about all of 
its parts.”

The up-for-anything Re-
naissance man seems to have 
found a perfect match in his 
current project: Ferrando acts, 
sings, and serves as fight cho-
reographer for the medieval-
tinged “Dragon Slayer: The 
Musical.” Presented as part 
of the New York Theatre Fes-
tival’s Winterfest, bookwriter 
and lyricist Tony Scialli’s al-
ternately fizzy and frank tale 
of harsh reality colliding with 
heroic fiction is as much a hy-
brid as its titular flying, fire-
breathing creature.

Set in a dingy Times Square 
diner, aspiring writer Lenny 
is penning a tune-filled show 

 –
and the fi re 
to perform

LIC’s Circus Warehouse 
grad makes fi ghting 
dragons look real at 

NYTF’s Winterfest 

Continued on Page 44

Fight choreographer Mark Curtis Ferrando (back 
row, second from right) taught his “Dragon Slayer” 
castmates the ins and outs of swords and shields. 

Photo by Russ Rowland Photography
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Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)

or whipped cream Napoleon
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled 

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana 

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Act One, One Act Festival 2017 — The Act 
One: One Act Festival is a self-producing 
competition style one-act play festival. 
The plays are divided into four different 
programs. Each program will run fi ve times 
with four of those performances being 
evening performances.
When: Program A: Jan. 13, 20, 24 at 7:30 p.m., 
Jan. 15 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 at 2 p.m.; Program B: 
Jan. 15 at 8 p.m., Jan. 16, 25 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 
at 2 p.m., Jan. 22 at 5 p.m.; Program C: Jan. 14, 
18, 26 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 at 8 
p.m.; Program D: Jan. 15 at 2 p.m., Jan. 19, 23, 27 
at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 8 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 at door; $15 advanced sale; $55 
four-show deal
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker, all she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. Her 
Mom and Dad, King Loadsadough and Queen 
Patience, want her to focus on her Princess 

duties. Luckily, her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady in Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream come true! 
When: Jan. 14 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved runaway parrot, 
Polly. Armed with an endearing crew of 
misfi ts, Pete embarks on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: Jan. 28 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit towards the fi nal payment of your
event when you book within the next 30 days!

Come meet our amazing vendors, have a private tour of our historic
mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine the chef and his

culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

   718.224.8787

BY SUZANNE PARKER
Fame exerts a powerful 

draw, and who are we to resist?  
Chef Maria Petridis, one of 
Queens’ newest fame-claimers 
in the culinary realm, was 
the last chef standing on the 
Dec. 27 Basket Buzz episode of 
the competitive cooking show 
“Chopped,” bagging a $10,000 
prize.  Her eponymous res-
taurant, Maria’s, has been a 
fixture on Bell Boulevard for 
about four years, but Petridis’s 
stardom finally pulled us in the 
door. 

We were slightly disap-
pointed to learn that none of 
Petridis’ competitive creations 
from the show were added to 
her restaurant’s menu, but at-
tractive options abound.  

The thoroughly Greek bill of 
fare combines all the Mediter-
ranean classics of both marine 
and terrestrial persuasion with 
a few unusual dishes to tempt 
jaded palates.  The appetizers 
and meats can be ordered fam-
ily style for groups that like to 
sample. There is a prodigious 
assortment of Orektika (appe-

tizers), an extensive list of meat 
and seafood specialties, and a 
separate category for homey 
Greek faves like moussaka and 
pastichio.  The full bar includes 
very well priced house wines, 
served in generously filled half 
or full carafes.

We bypassed the many Greek 

dips which can be ordered indi-
vidually, or in mix-and-match 
combos.  Instead, we honed in 
on the Spitiko Lukániko (home-
made sausage), opting for the 
spicy version.  The three sub-
stantial sausages that arrived 
would have made an ample en-
trée.  They were indeed spicy, 

and had an almost fluffy tex-
ture for solid meat.  Our server 
informed us that they were 
made from a combination of 
pork and lamb.  We teamed that 
up with a Greek salad, which 
lived up to expectations, other 
than lacking anchovies.

Bayside chef’s Greek fare stars on ‘Chopped’
IF YOU GO

Maria’s
38-11 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 279-1606

www.mariasonbell.com
Price Range: 

Appetizers: $5–14, Mains: $15–30 
(whole fi sh MP)

Cuisine: Modern Greek
Setting: Mid-sized, simple decor
Service: Attentive, professional.
Hours: Monday - Saturday 11:00 

a.m.–11:00 p.m., 
Sunday 11:30 a.m.–10:00 p.m.

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Full bar

Parking: Arrangement 
with nearby church to 

use lot.
Dress: Casual

Children: Children’s Menu
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No
Continued on Page 44

Chef Maria Petridis’ Garides Saganaki.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Maria’s on Bell Boulevard known for creative yet authentic Mediterranean classics
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jan. 13-19, 2017

By Pete Canty

Going Green
Across
1. Fiesta fare
6. "___ be my 
pleasure!"
9. Increase
14. Rumble
15. Revolutionary 
leader
16. Liqueur flavor
17. Part of an act?
18. Green drink
20. Search party
21. Hilo hellos
22. Arctic bird
23. Dashed
24. Taj Mahal city
28. Distort
30. Mongrels
31. Small fastener
32. Pop-ups, e.g.
33. ___ d'oeuvre
34. Germany neighbor
36. John Lennon 
classic
38. Goalie's gig
39. Fragrant flowers
40. Yard component
41. Easter preceder?
42. Baseball stats
43. Brink
44. Workout sites
45. Start over
46. Low voice
47. Trigonometry abbr.

48. Famed TV collie

50. Easy wins

53. Green animal

56. From the East

57. Left Bank locale

58. Suffix with persist

59. D.C. subway

60. Voice, slangily

61. 27-Down or 

53-Down sound

62. "I don't buy it"

Down

1. Recipe amt.

2. Big oil company

3. Green appetizer

4. Confesses (to)

5. Polished

6. Childish

7. Some sewers

8. Blood driver 

visitors

9. Indian royal

10. Worthless

11. Zero to a soccer 

buff

12. Expend

13. Type of band

19. Everyday article

25. Green apple

26. Type of note

27. Venomous snakes

28. Bob Marley 

back-up

29. Look up to

30. Hustles

33. Sot's sound

34. Chick's sound

35. Frequently, in 

verse

37. Jaguar juice

38. Pie and 

pudding, e.g.

40. Ford models

43. Social strata

44. Energizes

46. Troop grp.

47. Runner's ailment

49. Eons

51. Legal intro

52. Winter blanket?

53. Venomous snake

54. Island ring?

55. Back talk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62
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FILM

John Wilson’s New York — 
Director John Wilson exults in 
the surreality of modern life, 
offering his own hilariously 
shambling voiceover as both 
ineffective commentary and 
dryly comedic counterpoint 
in a screening that consists 
of different showings, 
including “How to Walk to 
Manhattan,” “How to Act on 
Reality TV,” “Los Angeles 
Plays New York,” and “The 
Spiritual Life of Wholesale 
Goods.” Wilson will be on 
hand to present his fi lms and 
other collected media.
When: Friday, Jan. 13 at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Helmut Berger, Actor— 
Pushing the very limits of 
“intimacy” in the documentary 

fi lm, Austrian director Andreas 
Horvath delivers a frank and 
unblinking portrait of the 
legendary actor and former 
Luchino Visconti muse Helmut 
Berger.
When: Saturday, Jan. 14 at 
4:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Depth Two — In 1999, 
while NATO was bombing 
Yugoslavia, a truck 
containing 53 dead bodies 
plunged into the Danube 
near the border with 
Romania. Pairing powerful, 
masterfully edited audio 
testimony with present-day 
footage of deceptively banal 
locations, Serbian director 
Ognjen Glavonic pieces 
together the story of a 
nation’s mass crime against 
its own people and elaborate 
cover-up/

When: Saturday, Jan. 14 at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Silencio —  Director Christophe 
Bisson fi nds a new way to 
create images appropriate for 
capturing the experience of 
homelessness.
When: Sunday, Jan. 15 at 2 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

How I Fell in Love with 
Eva Ras —  Portuguese 
fi lmmaker Andrew Gil 
Mata has fashioned a 
fi lm that celebrates and 
uncannily evokes a swiftly 
disintegrating milieu, 
employing long takes both 
of Sena’s ritualized behavior 
and of the Yugoslavian fi lms 
she is projecting into the 
theater. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 15 at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through one 
of Queens’ most historic and 
vibrant neighborhoods with 
the Long Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting 
at 12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 

with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Birding - Winter Birds — 
New York City parks boast a 
wide variety of bird species 
throughout the year, and the 
Urban Park Rangers host 
the guided tours you need 
to locate and identify them. 
Winter Birders of all levels are 
welcome. Ages 10 and older 
are welcome with an adult. 
Severe weather cancels.
When: Sunday, Jan. 15 at 

11 a.m.
Where: Highland Park 
Entrance, Jackie Robinson 
Parkway and Vermont Place
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Tips on Alternate Lighting 
and Mentoring Program — 
The Flushing Camera Club is 
hosting a program that offers 
tips on alternate lighting. 
When: Wednesday, Jan. 18 
at 7:15 p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital 
MC Auditorium (5th Floor), 
146-01 45th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 539-0911
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Cocktail Hour
Butler Style Passed Hors D’Ooeuv res

and
Tuscan Antipasto Table

4 Course Dinner
Salad: Valentino

Pasta: House Made 3 Cheese Ravioli

Entrée: Roasted Chateau Briand & Seared Shrimp Scampi

Dessert: Cupid’s Arrow

Buon Appetito!!!
Chef Franco Raicovich

$65.00 Per Person Includes Tax .  That’s Amore!

Come Join Us at Th e Douglaston Manor

The Mansion at

@Douglaston_Manor, @Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection
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in an attempt to fulfill 
his grandfather’s insis-
tence that he’s destined 
for success on the Great 
White Way. His laser-
like focus causes him 
to push away Lenore, 
a waitress at the diner 
and a talented dancer 
with dreams of her own 
(whose snarky “I Love a 
Jerk” number is one of 
the show’s high notes). 
Callous Lenny suffers a 
crisis of confidence sim-
ilar to the knight in his 
musical, who can’t face 
another dragon once the 
magician who gave him 
his powers is revealed 
as a fraud. Zany, life-
altering chaos ensues in 
the second act, as dam-
sels and villains from 
this fantasy begin to ap-
pear in the real world, 
just as Lenny’s big break 
is finally in sight.

The literary and mu-
sical theater references 
peppered throughout 
“Dragon Slayer” give 
it a fun sense of self-
awareness that eludes 
its main character for 
much, though, thank-

fully, not all of his he-
ro’s journey — which 
includes several action 
scenes that take place 
in Lenny’s imaginary 
medieval realm. When 
knights and dragons 
meet, Ferrando is the 
guy responsible for in-
jecting a sense of danger 
into their epic clashes, 
while keeping his fellow 
cast members safe from 
harm.

“There are a lot of 
safety issues,” Ferrando 
said. “Even with fake 
fighting equipment, the 
purpose [of stage com-
bat] is to keep people 
safe so they can do the 
show over and over 
again without injury. 
We work with swords 
and shields, so you re-
ally have to know how to 
roll — where to strike, 
and what eye contact 
to make beforehand; to 
know your partner is 
ready.” That puts the 
victim firmly in control. 
“When it comes to the 
knight being thrown,” 
Ferrando noted, “the 
dragon has to follow 
what the knight is doing 

— and the knight makes 
it look like it hurt.”

In addition to creat-
ing and directing the 
fight choreography, 
Ferrando is part of the 
dance ensemble and vo-
cal choir. He also shows 
up in various scenes 
as a pizza chef, sailor, 
subway car entertainer 
(complete with back-
flip), Times Square’s 
Naked Cowboy, counter-
feit watch vendor, and, 
finally, the part he was 
born to play and nailed 
a long time ago: aspiring 
actor.

“It’s a privilege to 
be working on a show 
in New York,” said Fer-
rando, who has racked 

up dozens of theatri-
cal and circus credits 
since his arrival in 2011. 
“There’s a lot of magic 
here. There’s something 
about people believing 
that New York is a city 
of possibilities, where 
dreams come true if 
they work to make it 
happen.”

“Dragon Slayer The 
Musical” plays Saturday, 
Jan. 14 and 21 at 3:30 p.m. 
at Hudson Guild Theatre 
(in Manhattan; 459 W. 
26th St., btw. Ninth & 
10th Aves.). Visit http://
www.dragonslayerthe-
musical.com for tickets 
($18). Artist info at http://
www.markcurtisferran-
do.com.

We usually associate 
beurre blanc with French 
food, but it appeared to be 
on of Maria’s signature 
styles, judging by the 
way it showed up with 
chicken, oysters, and fish.  
The chicken version, 
stuffed with spinach, had 
a Florentine quality to it, 
but with feta cheese re-
minding you that you’re 
in a different part of the 
Mediterranean.  This 
was a deliciously origi-
nal dish that we have no 
doubt would have worked 
equally well had we cho-
sen a different protein 
component.

Maria’s Garides Sa-
ganaki is a riff on the 
popular Greek cheese 
dish.  Saganaki roughly 
translates to “frying 
pan.”  The typical sa-
ganaki involves sautéing 
Greek cheese with toma-
toes and herbs, and serv-
ing it in the namesake 
pan.  In this case, jumbo 
shrimp are broiled along 
with tomatoes, feta, and 
herbs. Keeping with tra-
dition, the dish is served 
in a ceramic skillet.  The 

bright flavors of this 
dish would have risen 
to the level of terrific 
had not the shrimp been 
toughened by overcook-
ing.  The accompanying 
Greek lemon potatoes 
— something few restau-
rants get right — were 
perfect.

The desserts are house 
made, and traditionally 
Greek.  Ekmet — a sort 
of Greek Napoleon, with 
layers of whipped cream, 
custard, and kataifi 
(shredded wheat pastry) 
— paired with Greek cof-
fee, made for a sweet end-
ing to a lovely meal.

The Bottom Line
In four years, Maria’s 

has established itself as 
a great neighborhood 
resource for on-spot 
homemade Greek fare.  
Petridis’s television coup 
has only validated what 
the locals have known 
for years.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 41 

Cuisine
Continued from Page 39 

DRAGON

Tricky balancing act: “Dragon Slayer” ensemble mem-
ber Mark Curtis Ferrando plays everything from a hun-
gry actor to a pizza chef to a subway acrobat. 

Photo by Jenna Elizabeth
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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movies, plus traditional In-
dian meals made fresh daily, 
prepared by our chefs. There 
will also be Indian recreation 
and cultural entertainment, 
and, of course, Indian-inspired 
décor and artwork.”

The organization held an 
inaugural ceremony for the 
new unit Dec. 5 which 100 
members of the Indian com-
munity attended.

The ceremony included re-

marks from retired surgeon 
Indravadan Shah, who was 
acknowledged for influencing 
the community to attend the 
event.

Dr. Uma Mysorekar, an OB-
GYN,  also spoke at the inaugu-
ration. President of the Hindu 
Temple Society of North Amer-
ica and a community advocate, 
Mysorekar has been nomi-
nated by the TimesLedger for 
a Queens Ambassador Award 
for her success in the medical 
field and her work with the im-
migrants.

The Hindu Temple Society 

of North America initiates 
programs to bring the Indian 
community together through 
spiritual, educational and cul-
tural activities.

The unit is expected to open 
in the first quarter of 2017. The 
Indian Cultural Unit will be 
located on the fifth floor of 
the Parker Institute’s facility 
at 271-11 76th Ave., New Hyde 
Park.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

their rates.
The gym had been a 

neighborhood staple for over 
30 years.

“While Bell Plaza has 
been a special ‘community’ 
club for over 30 years, we’re 
confident that you will find 
yourself at home at 24 Hour 
Fitness and be able to achieve 
whatever fitness goals you 

set for yourself,” the notifica-
tion of closure posted on the 
door said. “They are focused 
on their members, and with 
cutting edge programming, 
they can keep you engaged 
and give you many more op-
tions than we were able to 
offer. It has been a pleasure 
to have served you, and we 
humbly thank you for your 
patronage.”

A spokesman for City 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) said the notice 

came two days prior to clos-
ing because the lease on the 
three-story space rented 
by Bell Plaza was abruptly 
canceled. Movers were soon 
at the location rolling tread-
mills down ramps and into 
trucks to be taken away.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

community land trusts could 
help ensure that areas like 
southeast Queens and the 
Rockaways, with higher con-
centration of single-family 
homes, could enjoy the ben-
efits of affordable and stable 
homeownership.

“Homeownership really 
is a gateway to the middle 
class for working families. 
If you’re a teacher, if you’re 
getting your first job, south-
east Queens is great. There’s 
more investment, crime is 
going down,” he said. “You’re 
building equity in the long 
term, and it gives you the op-
portunity to pass it down at 
the end of your life. The home 
could stay in your family.”

The HPD released its re-
quest to find “experienced 
groups with viable plans for 
CLTs that will improve upon, 
or fill gaps in, the city’s al-
ready extensive affordable 
housing programs.” The 
department asked for the 
submissions to detail how 
city-owned properties could 
be utilized by CLTs in neigh-
borhoods like East Harlem, 
the South Bronx and parts 
of Brooklyn as well as south-
eastern Queens and Edge-
mere.

John Krinsky, a repre-
sentative for the New York 
City Community Land Ini-

tiative, which has advocated 
for increased use of CLTs in 
the city, said the HPD’s an-
nouncement was a positive 
step forward, indicating the 
city was taking CLTs seri-
ously. 

Krinsky also said there 
were already several ex-
amples of CLTs in the city, 
including Cooper Square 
on the Lower East Side as 
well as one in East Harlem, 
and he said CLTs could offer 
stewardship to homeowners 
in trouble. The foreclosure 
rates on CLT homes during 
the foreclosure crisis was 
“vanishingly small,” accord-
ing to Krinsky.

“What a CLT does is treat 
housing as something to be 
lived in rather than a com-
modity,” he said. “I’m encour-
aged the city is entertaining 
this notion.”

Foreclosure rates in 
southeastern Queens remain 
particularly high, and while 
a CLT agreement would 
lower the amount of equity 
a homeowner could accrue 
over time, it could keep prop-
erty affordable, especially if 
southeast Queens prices con-
tinue to rise.

“We want to make sure 
there’s still a way to provide 
this,” he said. “We can’t just 
be a city of renters.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

has generated controversy 
among some residents along 
the route, who opposed the 
banning of left turns along 
Jamaica Avenue and worry 
about the safety of pedestri-
ans and bus riders at medi-
ans that will be constructed 
in roadways to act as bus 
stops for the new service. 

The DOT’s map of pro-

posed scheduled stops for 
the new SBS in the east-
ern Rockaway peninsula 
extends as far as a stop at 
Beach 67th Street. There is 
a planned extension of the 
Q52 bus beyond that stop, al-
though detailed information 
on routes and construction 
were not available. Current-
ly, the only available transit 
options in eastern Rockaway 
are local bus routes or the A 
train service, which Rich-
ards said was often over-

crowded and unreliable. 
“For communities like 

eastern Rockaway, where 
there’s limited transporta-
tion, we need to ensure that 
working families who don’t 
have access to cars have 
good transportation,” he 
said. “This is a great first 
step.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 26 

Richards

Continued from Page 26 

Land trusts

Continued from Page 5 

Cultural

Continued from Page 2 

Jiu-jitsu

Councilman Richards calls for expanded SBS bus service to assist residents of the eastern Rockaway peninsu-
la outside the Ocean Bay Houses. 
 Courtesy of Council Member Richards

Zombie homes like this one are prime candidates for land trusts, 
where ownership can be moved to nonprofit community groups. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains

Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin

Ricardi Calixte

Josefa Castro

Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow

Grigore Culian

Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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$816,000 in Academic Scholarships 

$534,000 in Christ the King Continuing Education  
Catholic School Loyalty Program Awards 
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$1,446,000 
 in Scholarships/Awards  

Congratulations to the Class of 2021! 
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Moses Brown can dunk 
the ball. He’s 7 feet tall, mak-
ing it fairly easy. 

The Archbishop Molloy 
junior star dunks the ball 
pretty often, but he might 
have notched his favorite 
Friday night. 

Brown slammed down a 
one-handed jam late in the 
game, leaving the stand-
ing-room only crowd in 
Briarwood stunned as the 
Stanners notched a 78-67 
come-from-behind victory 
over Christ the King. 

The play came just mo-
ments after Brown was on 
the wrong end of a Kofi Cock-
burn slam, but the Stanners 
star didn’t let it get to him – 
he simply answered in kind. 

“I felt like I had to,” said 
Brown, who finished with 
17 points and 15 rebounds. 
“[Cockburn] got to the rim 
and I just knew I couldn’t 
get my head down, just get 
back and dunk it.”

It was an electric atmo-
sphere from the opening 
tip, but Molloy (7-3, 3-1) 
struggled to fi nd a rhythm 
and while the Stanners got 
Christ the King (3-2, 7-4) 
into foul trouble early, the 
squad couldn’t take advan-
tage. 

Molloy shot just 8-of-19 

from the line in the fi rst 
half – and 30-of-51 by the 
fi nal whistle – and going 
into the break down 32-29, 
the Stanners were all too 
aware they’d left points on 
the fl oor. 

“That’s our Achilles 
heel,” Molloy coach Mike 
McCleary said. “Nineteen 
foul shots in the fi rst half 
is a great number, that’s 
a fantastic number. Fifty 
foul shots for a game is 
an unbelievable number, 
making 30 is still a good 
number, but you can’t 
make 30 out 50.”

Christ the King won 
each of the fi rst three 
quarters – bolstered by a 
dominant performance 
from Tyson Walker, who 
fi nished with 27 points 
– but the Stanners made 
a handful of halftime ad-
justments, looking to get 
an edge. 

That edge came in the 
form of a full-court press, 
attacking from every 
angle, forcing Christ the 
King into traps and, most 
importantly, turnovers. 

“What it ended up doing 
was forcing guys to make 
moves that don’t want to, 
who don’t want the ball,” 
guard Cole Anthony said. 
“That’s what killed them.”

Molloy’s Khalid Moore drains a bucket from the free throw line, one of 
over 50 shots the Stanners took from the stripe in Friday’s win over 
Christ the King.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s all going according to 
plan. 

Shamorie Ponds has sur-
prised the majority of the 
college basketball world this 
season, jump-starting a St. 
John’s program that was 
nothing short of woefully bad 
last year. But while the Red 
Storm freshman – and former 
Thomas Jefferson standout – 
may have seized the spotlight 
quickly, Ponds isn’t letting 
the moment overwhelm him. 

This was his plan all 
along. 

“It means a lot to me, but 
I couldn’t do it without my 
teammates or my coaches,” 
Ponds said. “I’m a fresh-
man and they’ve helped me 
out through this process.”
Ponds is the first to deflect the 
attention away from his own 
game, quick to point out that 
he’s only a few games into his 
college career, but his stats in 
those few games are amongst 
the best the entire country. 

He was named Big East 
Freshman of the Week for 
the third time Jan. 2 – fresh 
off a 26-point performance 
in St. John’s Dec. 29 victory 
over No. 13 Butler. It was the 
second time Ponds notched 26 
points in a game and his sixth 
20-plus point performance 
this season. 

He followed that with a 
15-point game at DePaul as 
St. John’s notched its third 
straight win and second Big 
East victory. The Red Storm 
won just one league game last 
season and Ponds is a big rea-
son for the turnaround. 

“We’re improving,” he 
said. “We’ve improved from 
our conference wins last 
year, and we’re just going to 
keep getting better down the 
road.”

Ponds’ ability on the court 
has been obvious throughout 
the season – he sinks step-
back threes with an ease that 
belies his age and is more 

than willing to drive the 
lane against players with two 
times his experience. It’s his 
mindset on and off the court, 
however, that has his team-
mates and his coaches certain 
Ponds is primed for a historic 
freshman season. 

“He doesn’t really show 
a whole lot of emotion, but 
yet he’s a fierce competitor,” 
St. John’s coach Chris Mul-
lin said. “He’s very focused 
and has a high basketball IQ. 
Sometimes he’s so good and so 
calm that you forget he’s just 
a freshman. I have no doubt 
in him.”

Ponds has been the one 
constant in a St. John’s back-
court that has already faced 
its fair share of ups and 

downs this year. Sophomore 
Federico Mussini missed a 
handful of games in Decem-
ber after an infection and 
redshirt freshman Marcus 
LoVett was sidelined with an 
early-year ankle injury. 

Ponds, meanwhile, has 
been consistent – averaging 
over 33 minutes a game, see-
ing time at both guard posi-
tions and frequently lining 
up against opposing teams’ 
top scoring threats. It’s what 
he did in high school and it’s 
what he always planned to do 
at St. John’s. 

This is the opportunity 
Ponds always wanted – the 
reason he picked St. John’s 
and stayed in New York. He’s 

Shamorie Ponds has had an immediate impact at St. John’s this 
season, averaging 17.6 points in just over 33 minutes per game.  

St. John’s Athletics
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Stanners impress in 
78-67 comeback win

Splash in the pond
St. John’s freshman defying expectations this season
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BY LAURA AMATO

Klarke Sconiers practiced for this 
moment. 

It paid off. 
The Christ the King sophomore 

helped wrap up the Royals’ 60-54 victory 
over Archbishop Molloy in a BQCHSAA 
tilt Thursday night. 

Sconiers went a perfect 4-for-4 from 
the line in the final 21 seconds of play to 
secure the win. 

“They say, you know, posts don’t 
usually make a lot of their free throws, 
but I’ve been doing well in practice,” 
said Sconiers, who fi nished with 17 
points. “I really wanted the ball in my 
hands to try and get this for us.” 

Christ the King (4-2, 4-0) got off to 
a shaky start, despite controlling the 
tempo and sinking some early shots 
out of the post. The Royals held an 
18-11 advantage after the fi rst quar-
ter, but a handful of whistles put the 
squad in foul trouble from the start. 

“Molloy had two fi eld goals in the 
fi rst quarter and 11 points,” Royals 
coach Bob Mackey said. “So you fi g-
ure they have seven points from the 
foul line and you’re not going to beat 
teams if you give them that many 
points from the free throw line.”

That changed in the second quar-
ter. 

The Royals settled into their defen-
sive scheme and, more importantly, 
their post players started to settle into 

their position on the block. 
Sconiers and 6-foot-4 freshman Na-

talija Marshall led the charge – Mar-
shall scored six of her 10 points in the 
second quarter – grabbing rebounds 
and notching second-chance points. 
Christ the King didn’t allow a fi eld 
goal in the fi nal fi ve minutes of the 
half and went into the break with a 
comfortable 33-19 lead. 

“We work on rebounds a lot be-
cause both me and Natalija, being our 

size, it’s major,” said Sconiers, who is 
6-foot-2.  “It’s nice, easy points on the 
board and being able to do that is go-
ing to help us.”

Molloy, however, was not going to 
go down without a fi ght. The Stanners 
came out fi ring on all cylinders in the 
third quarter, clawing back to make 
it a four-point game after a Margarita 
Kilpatrick bucket with 2:13 left in the 
period. 

The Royals struggled to stick to the 

game plan as Molloy (2-2) continued 
to hit shots, working the ball around 
with ease and fi nding passing lanes in 
the paint. 

“We’re young and we’re still mak-
ing a lot of young mistakes,” Mackey 
said. “I think we let them get a cou-
ple of easy, open looks. And a team 
like Molloy isn’t going to miss those. 
That’s a veteran team that’s done re-
ally well.”

Jenna Mastellone and Taylor Kurs 
sparked the Stanners down the stretch, 
combining for 14 points in the final eight 
minutes. Molloy made it a two-point 
game with 54 seconds left – after Christ 
the King recorded back-to-back turn-
overs – but the Stanners’ momentum 
came to halt after a backcourt violation 
was called on the ensuing inbound. 

Sconiers padded the lead with her 
four late-game free throws and by the 
final whistle, the sophomore had conv-
eretd 11-of-12 attempts from the line. 

It’s a major league victory for the 
Royals in their first game of 2017 and 
a confidence boost for a young squad 
that’s determined to prove some people 
wrong come playoff time. 

“A lot of people have been doubt-
ing us and saying we’re really 
young, but I think we have a lot of 
talent,” Sconiers said. “It’s crazy be-
cause I know by the end of the year, 
the amount of experience we have 
over the year is going to make us a 
pretty hard team to beat.”

Christ the King freshman forward Natalija Marshall goes up for the shot in 
the Royals’ victory over league rival Archbishop Molloy on Thursday night.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

Robyn Granby-Poole 
couldn’t think of a more fitting 
tribute. After all, her father 
spent most of his time in the 
gym at Campus Magnet High 
School. 

The school’s gym was offi-
cially renamed in honor of leg-
endary boys basketball coach 
Charles “Chuck” Granby Jan. 
5, honoring a career that in-
cluded over 700 wins and 42 
PSAL postseason appearances. 

“I was ecstatic,” Granby-
Poole said. “It’s been a long 
time coming and we’ve been 
trying to do this. I was just 
thankful and I was blessed 
that we were able to come 
together and make this hap-
pen.”

Granby, who died at age 81 
in March, was a dominant pres-
ence on the sideline and is still 
a defining part of the Campus 

Magnet history – dating back 
to when the school was still 
Andrew Jackson. He coached 
hundreds of players, working 
with them regardless of talent 
or ability. He was simply deter-
mined to make sure that they 
became good people – becom-
ing good basketball players was 
just icing on the cake. 

“Educating the young peo-
ple at any angle. All the other 
things are really minimal to 
my dad,” Granby-Poole said. 
“It was about what can you 
take from this and what can 
you learn. Don’t worry about 
the glitz and the glamor and 
the show. It was about what 
can you take from this to 
make your own.”

Of course, he enjoyed win-
ning as well. And Granby won, 
a lot. 

He led the Bulldogs to 27 di-
visional championships, seven 
Queens championships and 

four PSAL finals appearances. 
Granby won his lone city title 
in the 1984-85 season. 

Granby-Poole is certain her 
father’s greatest legacy was the 
impact he had on the Campus 
Magnet community and at the 
renaming ceremony, that cer-
tainty was all but cemented. 

It wasn’t just Granby’s 
former players, friends and 
colleagues who showed up 
– but also current Campus 
Magnet students, many of 
whom had never met Gran-
by or seen him coach. They 
simply knew what he did and 
what he accomplished. 

“I’m hoping that this will 
be step one in enlightenment 
to the young people,” Gran-
by-Poole said. “In terms of, 
not just because of my dad, 
anyone who had an impact 
and a magnitude, in terms 
of legacy, like he did. Young 
people can continue to come 
together and learn.”

Granby spent most of his 
time in the gym, pacing up and 
down sidelines and calling out 
plays. It was a dedication that 
defined him, just as much as 
the program he built. Now, that 
legacy won’t ever be forgotten. 

“My dad was fortunate 
to have people around that 
supported him and sup-
ported what he believed in,” 
Granby-Poole said. “The 
ultimate, though, was al-
ways education. He believed 
in let’s come together, let’s 
work together.”

Legendary hoops coach honored with gym renaming

The gym at Campus Magnet was renamed in honor of legendary coach 
Charles “Chuck” Granby, a fitting legacy for the long-time leader.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Royals hold on for fi rst win of new year
Clutch free-throw shooting helps Christ the King defeat Molloy 60-54 in BQCHSAA tilt
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Molloy wrapped up the 
third quarter on a 7-2 run 
and cut the defi cit to just two 
points with eight minutes 
remaining. As far as the 
Stanners were concerned, 
it was more than enough 
time to seize control of the 
game. They did just that.

Khalid Moore opened 
up the fourth with three 
straight points and Antho-
ny made it a 54-51 lead with 
just over fi ve minutes left to 
play. 

“Khalid turned up this 
game, best game of the sea-
son, and I was, like, we have 
to match his intensity,” said 
Anthony, who finished with 
23 points. “I told that to every-
one on the team and we just 
started playing harder.” 

Brown’s game-changing 
dunk came with 2:54 left to 
play, drawing the foul and 
sinking the free throw to 
make it an 11-point cushion. 
The crowd didn’t stop scream-
ing until the buzzer. 

“The move he made be-
fore that, the spin move, 
I thought that was even 
better than the dunk,” Mc-

Cleary said. “We said, fi n-
ish the play, make the foul 
shot and he did. That kind 
of separates you from the 
other team.”

It’s a statement victory 
for the Stanners, a come-
from-behind performance 
that showcased the squad’s 
strengths. They’ll shoot 
free throws for the fore-
seeable future, but Molloy 
is as confident as ever. 

“I think, ultimately, we 
wanted it more,” Anthony 
said. “If we can play like 
this all year, I don’t see 
anyone stopping us. At 
all.”

Slow start diffi cult to overcome for St. John’s
BY LAURA AMATO

It was a game of almosts. 
The ball almost went in, 

the rally almost worked, the 
momentum almost changed. 
Almost, however, doesn’t win 
basketball games. 

The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team dropped an 85-72 
showing to No. 10 Creighton at 
Carnesecca Arena, snapping 
a three-game winning streak 
and bringing the Red Storm 
back down to Earth after a 
streak of surprising success. 

“I didn’t like our overall en-
ergy,” Red Storm coach Chris 
Mullin said. “It felt like we 
were in slow motion. We tried, 
we hung in there. But we dug 
such a big hole and gave them 
their confidence.”

St. John’s (8-8, 2-1) held its 
own in the opening minutes 
of the Big East tilt, but Creigh-
ton’s size and physicality in 
the paint – driving the lane 
and breezing past the Red 
Storm’s front court – turned 
the tide. The Blue Jays racked 

up a handful of double-digit 
runs over the first 20 minutes, 
outscoring St. John’s 28-6 in 
the paint. 

“We weren’t communicat-
ing and that’s why they were 
able to get those big runs,” said 
Marcus LoVett, who finished 
with a team-high 23 points. 
“It felt like if we would have 
been able to talk more, we 
would have been able to get to 
those certain spots to contain 
them.”

The Red Storm couldn’t buy 
a bucket late in the first half, 
struggling from just about 
eveywhere on the court. St. 
John’s shot just 31.6 percent in 
the first 20 minutes and did not 
attempt a single free throw. 

“I was scared to death of 
this game and fortunately our 
guys were really good defenis-
vely the first half,” Blue Jays 
coach Greg McDermott said. 
“I thought the shots they made 
were challenged shots.”

Creighton pushed the lead 
to 24 early in the second half 
– opening with a six-point run 

– but the Red Storm did their 
best to rally. St. John’s man-
aged to drive the ball into the 
lane after the break, by push-
ing the tempo, which eventu-
ally drew a few fouls. 

Shamorie Ponds made it a 
10-point game with just under 

seven minutes left to play af-
ter converting a pair from the 
line, and LoVett cut the deficit 
single-digits on the next play. 

That was as close as the Red 
Storm would get. 

Maurice Watson Jr. drained 
a three-pointer on Creighton’s 

next possession and while 
St. John’s was able to make 
it a 10-point deficit several 
times, the Red Storm could 
never quite get over the hump. 
“It’s kind of the game within 
the game and how you, indi-
vidually, make your impres-
sion felt,” Mullin said. “And as 
a team I kind of felt they con-
trolled the whole game.”

By the final whistle, the 
Blue Jays had outscored St. 
John’s 52-24 in the paint and 
shot a blistering 52.3 percent 
from the floor. Creighton 
seven-footer Justin Patton led 
the charge with 25 points on 
11-of-14 shooting with nine re-
bounds and four assists. 

It’s a wakeup call for the 
Red Storm, a lesson that “al-
most” just won’t cut it. 

“They were the toughest 
team we’ve played physically,” 
Ponds said. “They were tough 
and it’s going to be hard to beat 
them on the road. But we’ve 
just got to take the day off and 
get better.”

Redshirt freshman Marcus LoVett tallied a team-high 23 points, 
but it wasn’t quite enough as St. John’s fell to No. 10 Creighton.  

St. John’s Athletics

always known what he’s ca-
pable of on the court and now 
he’s helping change the Red 
Storm basketball culture. It 
might not be what people ex-
pected, but it’s always what 
Ponds knew was possible. 

“It’s a blessing,” he said. 
“It’s great that my family 
can come out and watch me, 
and it’s great playing for 
such an awesome program 
like St. John’s.”

Continued from Page 49 
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Red Storm drop their fi rst Big East game of the season 85-72 to No. 10 Creighton

Freshman Shamorie Ponds rises for a layup as St. John’s defeated Butler 
in its Big East opener on Thursday night. Ponds finished the game with 
26 points. St. John’s Athletics

I think, ultimately, 
we wanted it more. If 
we can play like this 
all year, I don’t see 

anyone stopping us. 
At all.

Cole Anthony
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our local communities can 
participate in celebrations 
like this one and keep tradi-
tion alive. It is always posi-
tive and inspiring to see a 
smile in a child’s face.”

Peralta, a Corona-born 
Dominican, stressed the fact 
that Three Kings Day is not 
just an extension of Christ-
mas, but its own beloved  
Latin American tradition 
which should be honored 

and continued.
Crowley was attending 

to business in Washington, 
D.C., according to a spokes-
man for Moya, and could not 
be at the giveaway which has 
been a long-standing tradi-
tion for the congressman.

“Three Kings Day is a 
cherished and time-honored 
tradition that is dear to the 
hearts of so many within our 
Hispanic communities here 
in Queens,” Crowley said in 
a statement.

About 40 people attended 
the event ,with a student mu-
sical ensemble opening the 

festivities with a recorder 
rendition of “Jingle Bells.”

The Three Kings Day cel-
ebration at St. Leo’s has been 
a hallmark of the commu-
nity, hosted until this year 
by Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst), who led her own 
celebration on Sunday, an 
email newsletter showed.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
the Chairman of the City 
Council’s Environmental Pro-
tection Committee, is pleased 
with the closure but worries 
about Astoria and Long Is-
land City, already known as 
Asthma Alley, home to more 
than half of the city’s power 
plants.

“As over 50 percent of our 
city’s power is generated in 
western Queens, this closure 
must not increase the burden 
on existing fuel-fired power 
plants in our city,” Con-
stantinides said. “Rather, it 
should encourage New York 
to continue to develop clean 
energy sources. As we phase 
out the generation of nuclear 
power in our region, we must 
also phase out the use of Nos. 
4 and 6 fuel oils in power 
plants throughout our state. 
These types of dirty fuel oils 
produce carbon emissions 
that negatively impact our 

public health. Now more than 
ever, New York is leading the 
way on environmental policy 
and sustainability.”

Officials at Entergy, the 
company that operates the 
Indian Point Energy Center, 
said the decision to shut the 
facility 14 years early is part 
of a settlement in which New 
York state agreed to drop le-
gal challenges related to re-
newal of operating licenses.

“Key considerations in 
our decision to shut down In-
dian Point ahead of schedule 
include sustained low current 
and projected wholesale en-
ergy prices that have reduced 
revenues as well as increased 
operating costs,” Entergy  
President Bill Mohl said. “In 
addition, we foresee continu-
ing costs for license renewal 
beyond the more than $200 
million and 10 years we’ve 
already invested.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

and aggregators of policy 
preferences.”

Wilkes said the informa-
tion was particularly impor-
tant for southeast Queens 
residents. Queens accounted 
for 42 percent of first-time 
foreclosures in the city, with 
many of those foreclosures 
concentrated in southeast 
Queens, according to a recent-
ly published PropertyShark 
report on the rate of foreclo-
sures in the city between 2015 
and 2016. 

“In southeast Queens, 
we’ve seen foreclosure rates 
through the roof,” Wilkes 
said, adding that residents 
needed informed advocates. 
“They’re looking for an ex-
pert to give trusted advice 
and be an intermediary be-
tween banks, if need be.”

Agencies present included 
the city’s Commission on Hu-
man Rights and the New York 
State Homes and Community 
Renewal program, as well as 
independent nonprofits like 
Habitat for Humanity and 
the Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation. LISC launched 
the New York Land Opportu-
nity Program last fall, which 
offers pro bono expertise for 
“mission-driven” organiza-
tions like houses of worship 
or NPOs   in how they can de-
velop affordable housing on 

underutilized land. 
Such expertise is sorely in 

demand, according to Jona-
than Soto, the senior commu-
nity liaison with the mayor’s 
Community Affairs Unit. 
Soto said houses of worship 
were often approached by 
developers interested in pur-
chasing underutilized space. 
Those developers might not 
have an interest in including 
affordable units in any devel-
opment, but the spiritual cen-
ters might want to make that 
a necessity for developing on 
their space.

“We’re providing free tech-
nical assistance for houses of 
worship to join in developing 
affordable housing,” Soto said 
about the partnership with 
LISC. 

One attendee traveled all 
the way from her home in 
Washington Heights in up-
per Manhattan to learn more 
about rent relief options for 
elderly tenants. She said her 
building’s owner often tried 
to get her and other rent-sta-
bilized tenants to leave the 
building, in order to maxi-
mize revenue in a market of 
skyrocketing median rents. 

“And as soon as people 
leave, they turn two bed-
rooms into three bedrooms, 
studios into one bedrooms,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

back. The brothers were taken 
to Jamaica Hospital, where 
the older Kalisaran was pro-
nounced dead and his brother 
Sunny was in stable condition, 
police said.

According to police, the 
brothers were walking toward 
their car after leaving The Un-
derground Lounge, a bar one 
block away on 123rd Street 
near Liberty Avenue when 
they were approached by a man 
who attempted to rob them. 
Sunny was reportedly wearing 
a flashy gold chain at the time. 
The brothers resisted and the 
robber shot both of them after 
a struggle for the gun, police 
said.

The killer fled in a dark-col-
ored, two-door sedan, possibly 
a Mercedes Benz, according to 
police.

The crowd at the vigil was 
angry, blaming gun violence 
and the nightclubs in the resi-
dential area for the robbery, 
and calling for the establish-
ments to be shut down. 

Vishnu Mahadeo, executive 
director of the Richmond Hill 
Economic Development Coun-
cil, placed the blame squarely 
on the nightclubs in the neigh-
borhood and said the communi-
ty needs to be more active and 
vigilant to keep them out.

“This has been a senseless 
killing, and we as a community 
need to look back at what were 
the social forces that caused 
this,” he said. “Be it more clubs 
that we were not supposed to 
have in our community and to 
have them in residential areas 
when they’re not permitted to 
be in residential area. But our 
community was dormant and 
allowed these clubs to come in 
here, and I will ask all of you 
here to take the time to go to a 
community board meeting and 
air your voices.”

Mahadeo also said that fam-
ilies cannot just rely on the po-
lice to keep their children safe. 

“When you go to our night-
clubs, you find our youths have 
lawlessness,” he said. “We are 
the parents, we are responsible 
for our own kids. We should 
look at police as secondary sup-
port. Take some time and go to 
the clubs at 3 in the morning 
and you will be shocked at what 
our children are doing.”

But the owner of the The 
Underground Lounge, Lystra 
Singh, denied that her club had 
any involvement in the fatal 
shooting, claiming that con-
trary to the police account, the 
Kalisaran brothers were not at 
her spot before the robbery.

“Everyone keeps blaming 
us,” she said. “We’re very sad 
about the whole situation. We 
didn’t even know anything 
until we saw it in the news, 
but they weren’t there. We’ve 
checked with the police and ev-
erything, and it’s one thing we 
want to make clear.”

Nonetheless, Singh ex-
pressed sympathy for the men’s 
mother.

“It’s been a lot of bad public-
ity, and you know what? Some 
days I haven’t slept because I 
understand, I have kids that 

are the same age,” she said.
Kamla Paul, a friend of the 

family for more than 30 years, 
said the men’s mother is hold-
ing up the best she can, consid-
ering the many losses she has 
suffered.

“I know that the mother is 
not doing that well,” said Paul, 
who hails from the same town 
in Guyana as the Kalisaran 
family, Goed Fortuin. “This 
is very sad for her because 
it’s a time when she’s lost her 
mom as well. The father of this 
boy died months ago, then the 
grandfather had a stroke, then 
the grandmother had a stroke 
and got into a coma. It’s a very 
difficult time, it’s very heart-
breaking to see. There’s so 
much mourning at this time. 
It’s heart wrenching.”

Paul said Sunny was still in 
the hospital but that his inju-
ries were not life-threatening.

“He is stable, but he still 
has a way to go,” she said.  
“He’s in a lot of pain and 
there’s a lot of complications. 
He needs prayers as well, and 
support.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Kamla Paul (l) says the Kalisaran family is going through a tough time 
after the New Year’s Day murder of their son. . 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose
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 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 
Service: 

(1) 
(2)

NEW 2 TOYOTA

CAMRY SE 
Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  4cyl, auto, 

alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr 

steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  

$2,134 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$1,975 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$159
(1) 

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE (2)

NEW 2 TOYOTA
RAV4 LE AWD Stk#N71047, Mod#4432,  4cyl, auto, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $27,589.  $2,919 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,750 Down or Equivalent Trade 
Equity

$169 (1) 

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE (2)

8 Passenger
NEW 2 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE FWDStk#N71313, Mod#5338,  6cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $33,875.  $3,069 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,800 Down or Equivalent Trade 
Equity

$269 (1) 

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE (2)

NEW 2 TOYOTA

COROLLA LE
Stk#N70594, Mod#1852,  4cyl, auto, 

alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, 

pwr steer/brks/ winds/ lcks. MSRP 

$20,024.  $2,104 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$1,975 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$129
  $O  DOWN

         AVAILABLE (2)

(1) 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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