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State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) upped the ante on his 
opposition to bioswales in his 
northeast Queens district in a 
letter addressed to Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and the acting com-
missioner of the Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Protection Vincent 
Sapienza. 

 Avella is not only calling for 
an opt-out option for the instal-
lation, but also on the drilling 
required to determine the eligi-
bility for locations of bioswales.

“As you are both aware, I 
have been, and will continue to, 
fight for a full opt-out program 
for residents,” Avella said in the 
letter. “During our conversa-
tions and meetings we agreed 
that no actual construction 
would occur in my Senate dis-
trict,  but soil testing could be 
done in the interim while DEP 
reviewed our concerns. How-
ever, after witnessing the soil 
testing in person, I am calling 
for an immediate halt to the soil 
testing process as well.”

Bioswales are green infra-
structure installations cut into 
the pavement to absorb rain-
water and remove some of the 

At Francis Lewis High School, here’s what it looks like to make it all the way to the last round 
the battle of the ‘bots  — and lose on a mechanical malfunction. No matter, this team from The 
Academy of Innovative Technology — a charter school within Franklin K. Lane High — is still going to 
the finals next month.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

A group petitioning to expe-
dite the construction of a third 
track along a corridor for the 
Long Island Rail Road known 
as the main line gathered signa-
tures from 4,542 commuters last 
week. 

The Right Track for Long 
Island Coalition petition, ad-
vocating for Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s LIRR Expansion Project, 
was carried out at 17 stations 
throughout the Ronkonkoma, 
Port Jefferson and Oyster Bay 
branches which experience con-
gestion from train traffic. Cuo-
mo’s proposal will add an artery 
while attempting to maintain 
quality of life for residents along 
the main line.

“We, the undersigned, are 
LIRR commuters and passen-
gers who suffer regular delays 
and crowded trains because of 
the antiquated two-track bottle-
neck on the Main Line Corridor 
between Hicksville and Flo-
ral Park,” the petition stated. 
“Construction of a third track 
will help to solve this problem. 
We respectfully demand that it 
be built as soon as possible. It’s 
high time for all Long Islanders 
to enjoy the full benefit and con-
venience of a modern railroad 

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Fans of MovieWorld Doug-
laston theater have started an 
online petition aiming to save 
it.

The change.org petition 
sprang up after word got out 
that the landlord of Douglaston 

Shopping Center plans to close 
Movieworld and the adjacent 
Macy’s to convert the space into 
a sprawling Lowe’s Home Im-
provement store. 

Back in August Macy’s an-
nounced its Douglastown loca-
tion would be closing March 
1 along with 200 other stores 

across the country. The com-
pany’s earnings in the third fis-
cal quarter ending in November 
dropped to 17 cents a share from 
41 cents in the year-earlier pe-
riod.  Revenue was down to $5.62 
billion from $5.87 billion the 
year before.

Douglaston petitions to save theater

Continued on Page 44

Avella demands 
drilling opt-out 

for bioswales

Riders push for main line track
Advocacy group petitions to expedite Cuomo’s expansion of LIRR

BATTLE-BOT BREAKDOWN
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

President- elect Donald 
Trump’s childhood home in 
Jamaica Estates was sold at 
auction just days before his in-
auguration. 

The five-bedroom, Tudor-
style home located at 85-15 
Wareham Pl., was where soon-
to-be 45th President of the 
United States spent the first 
four years of his life. 

The home was originally 
on the market for $1.65 mil-
lion back in July and the price 
dropped, along with Trump’s 
summer poll numbers, to 
reach $1.399 million, and in 
October the owner decided to 
auction it off instead and let 
buyers decide the value of the 
property. 

The auction was originally 
set for Oct. 19 — the night of 
the third presidential debate 
between Trump and Demo-
cratic nominee Hillary Clin-
ton — but the owner decided 
to postpone the sale until after 
the election.

The auction was further 
delayed due to the significant 
attention drawn to the auction 
after the election, according 
to Misha Haghani, founder of 
Paramount Realty USA, which 
was managing the sale.  In the 
meantime, real estate inves-
tor Michael Davis swooped 
in and purchased the rather 
humble detached home for an 
undisclosed amount. 

Davis then rescheduled 
the auction for Jan. 17. 

Haghani said that auction-
ing Trump’s childhood home 
is more akin to selling a work 
of art than a simple real estate 
deal.

“This is the childhood 
home of the next president 
of the United States and was 
built by his father. A prop-
erty as prominent as this has 
intangible value that goes be-
yond just the real estate — it’s 

like art, and that’s why an auc-
tion is the perfect platform in 
which to sell it.”

Trump himself expressed 
interest in buying the home 
during a September appear-
ance on “The Tonight Show” 
with Jimmy Fallon.

When showed a picture of 
the home, he recalled his hap-
py upbringing there, saying “I 
had great parents, I had great 
brothers and sisters. I had a 
really good childhood. It’s sad 
looking at that. I want to buy it, 
it’s beautiful.

After the election real es-
tate superbroker Dolly Lenz 
told the New York Post the 
newly historic house could sell 
for upwards of $10 million.

“The house has at least tri-
pled in value, if not 10 times in 
value,” she said. “Think of all 
the billionaires who could turn 
this into a museum. That’s the 
highest and best use for this 
house. It’s an amazing oppor-
tunity for somebody.”

Exactly who bought the 
home — and for how much 
— was not available by press 
time. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing elected officials 
are taking issue with a re-
cent segment on comedian 
Steve Harvey’s talk show 
that implied Asian men are 
not dateable. 

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
were among those who de-
nounced the bit as “racist” 
in a letter demanding an 
apology from the comedian, 
who also courted contro-
versy last week by meeting 
with President-elect Donald 
Trump. 

The offending jokes were 
made on Harvey’s nation-
ally syndicated talk show 
“Steve Harvey” last Friday 
during a portion of the pro-
gram where he mocked self-
help books, including “How 
to Date a White Woman: A 
Practical Guide for Asian 
Men.” 

Harvey joked that the 
book should be only one 
page long, just asking “‘Ex-
cuse me, do you like Asian 
men?’… ’No, thank you.’” 
He also said the same would 
be applied to black women., 
saying “one page too!...’You 
like Asian men?’ ‘I don’t 
even like Chinese food. It 
don’t stay with you no time 
… I don’t eat what I can’t pro-
nounce.’”

“We are writing to de-
mand an immediate public 
apology for your offensive, 
classless comments on a re-
cent segment of ‘Steve Har-
vey,’” the elected officials 
wrote in their Jan. 13 letter. 
“In just one short clip, you 
and your producers man-
aged to insult Asian men, 
white women, and black 
women with a single skit. 
Your statements were racist, 

sexist, and completely inap-
propriate for a public figure 
on a show broadcast to mil-
lions.”

 Kim said the bit was of-
fensive not just to Asian-
Americans but to women as 
well. 

“I found Steve Harvey’s 
comments offensive and dis-
appointing,” he said. “Like 
other recent media segments 
mocking minorities, this 
clip crossed the line. It was 
insulting to not only Asian-
Americans but women of all 
races. We are calling on Mr. 
Harvey and the show’s pro-
ducers to issue an official 
apology for this content and 
remove it once and for all. 
As fellow Americans, I be-
lieve we have an obligation 
to denounce prejudiced re-
marks and views like these 

whenever and wherever 
they appear, and thank my 
colleagues in government 
for standing together on this 
issue.”

A spokesman for the 
“Steve Harvey” show later 
released a statement apolo-
gizing if the skit offended 
anyone. 

“Steve Harvey was pok-
ing fun at unusual book 
titles in a comedic segment 
from Friday’s show,” the rep 
said. “His comments were 
never meant to demean the 
Asian community and the 
show sincerely apologizes to 
anyone who was offended.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Flushing lawmakers are demanding an apology from Comedian Steve 
Harvey. Photo by Evan Vucci/AP

Flushing seeks apology House of Trump 
goes to mystery man

Donald Trump’s childhood home in 
Jamaica Estates goes to auction.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Lawmakers take issue with Steve Harvey’s remarks
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

LIC warehouse a quarantine center for cats
BY BILL PARRY

A MASH unit for cats has 
been set up in recent weeks in 
a Long Island City warehouse, 
located at 47-32 Austell Place 
near the Dutch Kills tributary 
of Newtown Creek. The Ameri-
can Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals sent a 
team of first responders to set 
up a temporary quarantine for 
more than 500 felines who were 
exposed to the avian flu virus at 
three Animal Care Centers of 
NYC shelters across the city.

The cats will remain quar-
antined at the facility until on-
going lab tests, conducted by 
the Shelter Medicine Program 
at the University of Wisconsin 
School of Veterinary Medicine, 
show they are healthy and no 
longer contagious, which will 
probably be 45 to 90 days. 

ASPCA responders continue 
to work with volunteers from 
other agencies providing ongo-
ing daily care. Veterinary ex-
perts monitor the cats who have 
shown mild flu-like symptoms 
such as a runny nose or sneez-
ing.

Other cats are doing well and 
have settled in at the temporary 

shelter.
“The ASPCA rapid response 

team has been nothing short of 
incredible,” Animal Care Cen-
ters of NYC President and CEO 
Risa Weinstock said. “Within 
hours they were coordinating 
groups from across the nation 
to work with our staff to ensure 
the best care is provided to those 
cats in quarantine.”

ACC has hired a profession-
al cleaning company to service 
their three shelters in Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and Staten Is-
land. It is unclear how the cats 
were exposed to the avian flu vi-
rus and its the first time they’ve 
seen it spread to domestic cats, 
officials say.

The sheltering and quaran-
tine program has been made 
possible by the generous fund-
ing from the ASPCA and Mad-
die’s Fund, a family foundation 
established by Dave and Cheryl 
Duffield to revolutionize the sta-
tus and well-being of companion 
animals.

“This has been an amazing 
collaboration. I have been im-
pressed with the ACC’s efforts 
to save these cats,” Dr. Laurie 
Peek, a member of the Maddie’s 
Fund Executive Leadership 

Team, said. “Multiple agencies 
have pulled together to respond 
quickly and effectively to this 
outbreak, setting a new prec-
edent on dealing with outbreaks 
in shelters. This type of collabo-
ration -- that puts animals and 
community welfare first -- rep-
resents the best of the animal 
welfare movement.”

Astoria resident Jessica 
Drew, 29, of Astoria, has worked 
with large numbers of animals 
in crisis situations before.

“Everybody here is really ex-
cited to help these animals,” she 

told AMNewYork. “The setup 
is fantastic. We can already see 
them getting better and moving 
to the next stage. That’s a good 
feeling.”

No such lifeline exists for a 
pack of feral coyotes who have 
lived near LaGuardia Airport 
in East Elmhurst. Last fall, a 
group of 11 coyotes began fre-
quenting an employee parking 
lot off Berrian Boulevard and 
at least seven have been eutha-
nized by agents of the U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture at the behest 
of the Port Authority to keep 

airport travelers, workers and 
nearby residents safe after the 
coyotes became acclimated to 
humans, increasing the possi-
bility of attack. 

“Public safety comes first,” a 
PA spokeswoman said. 

Of the three remaining pups 
left from the pack, two have 
been missing since the week-
end, according to animal rights 
activists, who fear they have 
been euthanized by agents as 
well.  However, the Port Author-
ity says that baby coyotes have 
not been seen or captured.

Coyotes have been spotted 
throughout the borough in re-
cent years, but normally one at 
a time, like the one discovered 
atop the LIC Bar on Vernon Bou-
levard in the spring of 2015. 

The spokeswoman said the 
Port Authority continues to 
work with the state Dept. of En-
vironmental Conservation.

“If there is an appropriate 
sanctuary, we would work with 
DEC officials to relocate the coy-
otes,” she said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

More than 500 cats are recuperating at a temporary shelter in Long 
Island City after they were exposed to the avian flu virus last month. 
 Courtesy of Stacey Axelrod/ASPCA
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BY MARK HALLUM

Queens is really letting 
the sunshine in, with the 
fastest-growing solar-power 
supply in the city, accord-
ing to an industry research 
group.

There were 1,125 instal-
lations of solar arrays in 
Queens over the past year, 
according to Sunvago, a solar 
research firm — a 305-percent 
leap over the year before.

The next closest contender 
was Brooklyn, where instal-
lations doubled year on year. 

The Sunvago study not 
only found the popularity of 
solar rising, but also that the 
price of solar power is drop-
ping.

The price per watt de-
creased from $4.80 to $4.11 be-
tween the start of 2015 and the 
end of 2016 — a drop of nearly 
14 percent — and that decline 

is before subsidies and incen-
tives are added in. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio cele-
brated the advancement of so-
lar power throughout the city 
in September during Climate 
Week, announcing solar ca-
pacity had quadrupled since 
the beginning of his adminis-
tration, from 25 megawatts, to 
96 MW. More than 8,000 solar 
units were installed citywide 
in 2016 and there are an esti-
mated 2,700 new solar jobs in 
the city, the mayor said.

“As part of our OneNYC 
plan, and in order to meet 
our 80 x 50 goal, we made a 
commitment to install 100 
MW of solar power on pub-
lic buildings and 250 MW on 
private buildings by 2025,” 
de Blasio said. “I am happy 
to announce we’re on track 
to meet that goal, having 
quadrupled solar capacity 

Queens highly rated 
for solar power growth

More changes at City Hall
as housing leader departs

 BY BILL PARRY

A high stakes game of 
musical chairs is playing 
out at City Hall as another 
key member of the de Blasio 
administration heads for the 
exit. Less than two weeks 
after Carl Weisbrod, the 
mayor’s chairman of City 
Planning, announced he was 
leaving his post, Housing 
Commissioner Vicki Been 
elected to return to teaching 
at New York University.

The city announced last 
week that under Been’s lead-
ership, the administration 
was securing affordable 
housing at a rate not seen 
since the Koch administra-
tion in 1989, extending af-
fordability “for decades to 
come” at 41,600 homes and 
spurring construction of 
20,800 new affordable apart-

ments. Her exit comes three 
years into de Blasio’s signa-
ture Housing New York Plan 
after overseeing the financ-
ing of a record 62,500 af-
fordable homes, enough for 
170,000 New Yorkers.

“With her signature brand 
of grit and grace, Vicki cre-
ated and implemented our 
ambitious affordable hous-
ing plan,” de Blasio said. 
“She is a brilliant public 
servant and law professor, 
and her students are lucky 
to have her back.”

Been said her time as the 
leader of the Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development was akin to be-
ing part of an all-star hous-
ing team.

“We came in with a bold 
agenda to change the para-
digm for how we grow as a 
city,” Been said. “We prom-
ised to produce and preserve 
more affordable housing 
than ever achieved, to reach 
New Yorkers at a broad range 
of incomes, and to work 
with communities to ensure 

BY BILL PARRY

The mayor’s vaunted plan to build 
affordable housing atop Sunnyside 
Yards has been in the dark for nearly 
two years since its proposal, but that 
could finally change soon.

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced his 
“game-changer” of a plan nearly two 
years ago to build a deck over a portion 
of the Sunnyside Yards rail complex to 
support a massive 11,250-unit afford-
able housing complex, but not much 
has been heard about it since

The multi-billion-dollar proposal 
sent tremors through the neighbor-
hoods that surround the 180-acre rail 
yard used by Amtrak, New Jersey 
Transit and the Long Island Rail Road, 
despite an immediate rejection of the 
project by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 

The ambitious project’s feasibility 
study — examining the state of local 
infrastructure, geotechnical condi-
tions, how to reconfigure the rail yards 
while maintaining service, the limita-
tions of the proposed deck structures, 
and of course, financial feasibility — 
has dragged on for a year and a half.

When the report missed its dead-
line this summer, critics suggested the 
project was quietly shelved because of 
its potentially exorbitant cost, but the 
mayor rejected that notion during a 

press briefing last week.
“I wouldn’t say we moved it to the 

back burner because it’s too costly. 
I’d say, right now, there would have to 
be more work done to get it where we 
want it to be,” de Blasio said. “There 
obviously were real differences with 
the state of New York. We think our 
proposal made a lot of sense and could 
be very good for everyone. We also 
know it would create a huge amount of 
affordable housing.”

De Blasio said that a combination 
of opposition from both near and far 

made it difficult to move forward on 
the project.

“Fair neighborhood concerns have 
been raised about potential congestion, 
and about amenities and transporta-
tion, things the community would 
need. But I think it could all be put to-
gether and be an incredible thing for 
the people of Queens.  But we’re going 
to have to have more work done with 
the community, and more work done 
with the state to get it to be a more im-
mediate opportunity.”

Following the briefing, Deputy May-

or for Housing and Economic Develop-
ment Alicia Glen told TimesLedger 
Newspapers that some of the mystery 
surrounding the proposal will be lifted 
in the next few weeks.

“We’re going to be sharing with 
people some of the results of the feasi-
bility study that has been undertaken, 
and that is something we committed 
to do,” Glen said. “We’re continuing to 
evaluate the work that has been done 
by all the consultants and have conver-
sations with multiple stakeholders at 
what is a very complex site.”

While the deputy mayor has not 
shared any details of the feasibility 
study yet, she did mention that a proj-
ect of this magnitude is not easy to ex-
ecute.

“It is neither on the back burner per 
se nor is it the game-changer,” Glen 
said. “Nor is it the No. 1 thing that we 
are working on. Any major project 
which is of infrastructure and a neigh-
borhood building effort transcends 
administrations, and it’s going to be 
a decades-long effort, but we are com-
mitted to continuing to evaluate it and 
see where we can make concrete prog-
ress.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The de Blasio administration will receive the results of a long-awaited feasability study for 
his ambitious affordable housing proposal for Sunnyside Yards.

Sunnyside Yards feasibilty study fi nished
Mayor de Blasio’s administration to receive results after nearly two years in the dark

Continued on Page 30 Continued on Page 30

Vicki Been (c) is stepping down 
after three years as commission-
er of the Department Housing 
Preservation and Development to 
return to academia. 

Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Demitrius 
Freeman



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 2017 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

BY MARK HALLUM
 Mayor Bill de Blasio 

launched the NYC Youth Ini-
tiative to expand opportuni-
ties for high school students 
to receive guidance across the 
city Jan. 12 for which Queens 
elected officials voiced ap-
proval.

The initiative plans to es-
tablish 400 new mentoring 
programs in high schools 
by 2022 with a ratio of 14,000 
volunteer mentors to about 
40,000 students, the mayor’s 
office said.

The city’s Equity and Ex-
cellence plan to achieve an 
80 percent graduation rate 
among high school students 
and a college-readiness rate 
of two-thirds by 2026 is ex-
pected to benefit from the 
NYC Youth Mentoring Initia-
tive.

“New Yorkers know our 
greatest strength is our peo-

ple, so we must work together 
to invest in our future,” de 
Blasio said. “The NYC Youth 
Mentoring Initiative is about 
reaching more high school 
youth across the city with 
positive mentoring relation-
ships that can shape the path 
to their future and ours. I 
want to thank the many com-
mitted partners involved in 
this multi-sector collabora-
tion, as well as the thousands 
of New Yorkers who already 
mentor young people in our 
city.”

Queens elected officials 
weighed in on the program 
voicing their support.

“A good mentor can pro-
vide an opportunity for our 
youth to learn necessary life 
skills needed to succeed,” 
Hyndman said. “Positive and 
healthy relationships are 
essential in an adolescent’s 

De Blasio launches 
mentoring program 

Thousands set to attend 
Women’s March on NYC

BY GINA MARTINEZ

New York City is holding 
its own Women’s March this 
Saturday.

The march will be a coun-
terpart to the Women’s March 
on Washington the same day, 
which is expected to draw 
around 200,000 marchers. 
The Women’s March on New 
York City, organized by The 
Human First Society, will 
begin at Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza at East 48th Street and 
First Avenue at 11 a.m. and 
end at Trump Tower on 57th 
Street and Fifth Avenue.
The society’s website says 
the purpose of the march is 
“to provide a safe and accept-
ing platform for supporters of 
equality to rally and march 
in promotion of civil rights 
for every human regardless of 
gender, race, sexual orienta-

tion, ethnicity, disability, reli-
gion or creed.”

According to the official 
Facebook page for the march, 
37,000 people have signed up 
so far to participate. The page 
said everyone is invited to par-
ticipate, no matter which polit-
ical party, gender, or religion 
they belong to. 

The march has multiple 
sponsors, including The Cen-
ter for the Women of New 
York, based in Kew Gardens. 
Ann Jawin, founder of the cen-

ter,  said she has more than 100 
women registered to march 
with her nonprofit. The center 
has designed burgundy sashes 
for participants to wear that 
are reminiscent of the suffrag-
ettes, who took to the streets 
to march for women’s right to 
vote.

Jawin said she has been 
planning this march since just 
days after Donald Trump’s 
election as president in No-
vember. 

“We were very disappoint-
ed,” she said. “But the way I 
see it, feeling down-hearted, 
disappointed and  pessimistic 
doesn’t help. As soon as you 
get involved and do something 
positive, it’s healing instead of 
feeling down. In the first few 
days after his election when I 
thought about working on the 
march, I felt a lot better.  We 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
legacy and direction is as per-
tinent as ever, elected officials 
said during a celebration of 
King’s life held at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center Mon-
day afternoon.

The event, presented by 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans), volleyed between 
artistic expressions of song, 
dance and poetry with politi-
cians pledging to fight what they 
maintained would be the corro-
sive effects of Donald Trump’s 
forthcoming presidency.

“The memory of Dr. King is 
far more important today than 
it’s been in a long time,”  U.S. 
Sen. Chuck Schumer  (D-NY) 
said near the presentation’s 
opening. “He knew that God re-
wards the righteous, and if we 
are righteous, we will win.”

Schumer noted Dr. King’s 
birthday marks the only time 
that the country celebrates one 
individual person throughout 
the entire year, and read pas-
sages from King’s seminal “Let-
ters from a Birmingham Jail,” 
while excoriating the president-

elect for his role in the ‘birther’ 
movement, which questioned 
the birthplace of President Ba-
rack Obama.

“He shamefully questioned 
President Obama’s birth certifi-
cate,” Schumer said. “We know 
what that was about.”

Most of the speakers at-
tempted to parse how Dr. King’s 
words and actions could sustain 

committed opponents to Trump 
on the week before his inaugu-
ration.  U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), the event’s keynote 
speaker, pointed to congressio-
nal Republicans’ unsuccessful 
attempt a few weeks prior to 
gut the funding for the Office of 
Congressional Ethics, an inde-
pendent government watchdog.

“The public revolted, and 

they realized they couldn’t do 
what they wanted against the 
will of the public,” Meeks said. 
“That gives us a hint of what we 
need to do. Our voices need to be 
there like never before.”

The event also included tap 
performances and dances from 
members of the Edge School of 
the Arts, as well as a solo dance 
performance by Natalie Mad-

drey soundtracked by Beyonce’s 
“Freedom” and a saxophone per-
formance of “Life Every Voice 
and Sing” by Ashley Chambers.

Poet Mariahadessa Ekere 
Tallie performed two selections 
during the event, and spoke 
briefly about her work and her 
views on King’s legacy. She re-
ferred to a quote by famed au-
thor James Baldwin, who said 
that “not everything that is 
faced can be changed, but noth-
ing can be changed until it is 
faced.”

In introducing her poem 
“Global Warming Blues,” which 
concerned the effects of Hur-
ricane Sandy, she spoke about 
how her generation had been in-
spired by their forebears in the 
Civil Rights Movement, hopeful 
in their desire and ability to en-
act significant change.

“You can’t change a hur-
ricane,” she said. “You under-
stand the power of bearing wit-
ness, and you understand the 
power of the blues.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Pols cite King’s legacy in facing Trump
Revered leaders’ words and actions recalled on the eve of presidential inauguration

Continued on Page 30 Continued on Page 30

New York City will hold a “Women’s 
March” on Jan. 21.

Students from the Edge School of the Arts perform during the MLK Day Celebration at the Jamaica Performing 
Arts Center. See related story on Page 9. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine
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BAYSIDE BRANCH
929-373-4358

215-45 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

FORT LEE BRANCH
201-720-8166

1636 Parker Ave., Fort Lee, NJ 07024

NOW OPEN!

www.metrocitybank.com
SBA Preferred Lender

CDARS Member

SPECIAL 14
MONTH CD
1.35% APY*

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum $1,000 to Open. 
A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. The rate is effective 
as of September 02, 2016 and subject to change without notice. This 

Special CD is only available at Fort Lee and Bayside Branch!

Residential Mortgage Loans 
(NMLS#874399)

Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288
Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-639-7006

SBA Loans
Commercial Loans 

Kenny Hong
201-720-8132

METRO CITY BANK

To See All of Our Branch Locations, Please Visit

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced Sun-
day a push for legislation to create a new 
housing program that will replace the 
421-a tax abatement to allow developers 
to move forward with mega-develop-
ments such as the Hallets Point project 
in Astoria. 

The Durst Organization scaled back 
that $1.5 billion complex — which would 
have consisted of five buildings with 2,400 
apartments, 484 of them affordable — to 
just one building after the 421-a program 
was allowed to expire last January.

The Real Estate Board of New York 
and the Building and Construction 
Trades Council of Greater New York 
reached a deal in November that expands 
the production of affordable housing and 
provides fair wages for construction 
workers. Under Cuomo’s new “Afford-
able New York” housing program, devel-
opers of new residential projects with 300 
or more units in certain areas of Queens, 
Brooklyn and Manhattan would be eligi-
ble for a full property-tax abatement for 
35 years, provided they commit a certain 
number of rental units to remain afford-
able for 40 years, and pay construction 
workers an enhanced average wage and 
benefits.

“This agreement will help fulfill the 
real need for more affordable housing 
in New York City while recognizing the 
work of the employees who build them,” 
Cuomo said. “This agreement will ex-
pand housing opportunities for low-
income individuals by lowering income 
eligibility requirements, and extend af-
fordability for projects created with 421-a 
for an additional five years.”

The governor urged the state Legis-
lature to approve his “Affordable New 
York” program and to unlock $2 billion 
in funds for his affordable housing pro-
gram. The loss of 421-a has slowed de-
velopment in the city after the governor 
shot down a deal brokered by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio in 2015.

“I do think the absence of 421-a has 
been unhelpful to say the least,” de Bla-
sio said. “I don’t think it has been criti-
cal, in the sense of a lot of great work con-
tinues to be done, and a lot was already 
in the pipeline, but we need it, and I am 
increasingly optimistic that it will be 
done soon.”

Meanwhile, Cuomo outlined his 2018 
Executive Budget in Albany Tuesday 
night. He said his $152-billion spending 
plan is designed to strengthen the middle 
class while reducing taxes and making 
smart investments in New York’s future. 
It would begin a middle-class tax cut for 
6 million New Yorkers — saving house-
holds $250 on average next year and $700 
annually when fully implemented — 
while extending the tax rate on million-
aires, with a surcharge on individuals 

making more than $1 million annually, 
affecting 45,000 taxpayers, 50 percent of 
whom are non-residents.

“So, our prime focus this year is, I’m 
addressing the problems of the middle 
class, and all of the problems with the 
middle class,” Cuomo said. “We want to 
cut income taxes for the middle class, re-
duce property taxes for the middle class, 
make college affordable, which is always 
the dream that you will be able to send 
your child to college and that dream has 
become more and more of illusion for 
too many New York and American fami-
lies.”

Cuomo’s budget invests $163 million to 
make college tuition free for middle-class 
families at SUNY and CUNY schools, 
and includes a $1 billion increase in aid 
to elementary schools. 

His plan would also allow for beer 
and wine sales in movie theaters, the 
privatization of horse racing at Belmont, 
Aqueduct, and Saratoga and $260 million 
to help non-profit social services organi-
zations meet payroll in light of the state’s 
rising minimum wage. Cuomo also men-
tioned his big-ticket infrastructure items 
such as the redevelopment of LaGuardia 
and JFK airports. And then he men-
tioned this:

“We’re illuminating all of the bridges 
in New York City with different colored 
lights and the bridges can then be coordi-
nated and choreographed to music,” Cuo-
mo said. “So literally you’ll have bridges 
all across the New York City area that 
are choreographed. Nothing like this 
has been done on the planet.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Cuomo announces 
new housing program

The Hallets Point mega-project in Astoria 
may become a reality now that Gov. Cuomo 
presented legislation for his replacement of 
the 421-a tax abatement for developers. 

Courtesy Studio V Architects
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It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your Car 

Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company Cannot 
Direct You Otherwise

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

   Insurance Company’s Drive-In Claim Service

  Final Or Binding

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

 

ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR STYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT LOOK

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
“With half of the 2.3 million residents 
who call Queens ‘home’ born abroad, 
every immigrant’s success becomes 
our borough’s success. Queens lauds 

this year’s Ambassadors for their
contributions – past, present and

future. You are an integral part of 
what makes the World’s Borough thrive.”

Melinda Katz
President, Borough of Queens

Join in recognizing and applauding this year’s 
Queens Ambassador Award Honorees

LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Presented by:

N E  W S  P  A P  E  R  S  

For information about attending call:
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY MARK HALLUM

 
The Dinette & Furni-

ture Center Inc. at 21621 
Northern Blvd. will be 
closing its doors after 40 
years in Bayside. 

Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) pre-
sented the Iranian-born 
owner, David Yousefza-
deh, and his family with 
a commemorative citation 
in honor of their years of 
excellence in the commu-
nity Tuesday.

“The Dinette & Furni-
ture Center has provided 
incredible service for 
years and will be sorely 
missed by the Bayside 
community,” Vallone said. 
“I wish David and his fam-
ily all the best in their fu-
ture endeavors.”

Yousefzadeh was born 
in Kashan, Iran, in 1944 
and came to the United 
States to pursue his educa-
tion. He had finished his 
graduate degree when he 
returned to Iran briefly to 
marry his wife, Madeline, 
in 1969.

He completed his Ph.D 
in physics from Kansas 
State University in the 
early 1970s. However, 
Yousefzadeh’s principles 
and the Vietnam War 
would impede his ulti-
mate goal of practicing 
science. The war dominat-
ed the field in those days 
and Yousefzadeh stood by 
his pacifist values by in-

stead teaching science in 
schools.

Once the young couple 
began having children, 
Yousefzadeh decided to go 
into business. Yousefza-
deh has worked seven 
days a week at The Dinette 
& Furniture Center since 
it opened in 1978, Vallone’s 
office said, adding how the 
owner has served the com-
munity as a fair and hum-
ble salesman who takes 
care of his customers by 
providing the best infor-
mation possible about 
products.

“David embodies 
the “American Dream,” 
Yousefzadeh’s daughter, 
Rebecca Sassouni, said. 
“He worked devotedly 
and tirelessly, served his 
customers, built a family 
with his wife and three 
daughters, and provided 
each child with wonderful 
college and graduate edu-
cations.”

The Dinette & Furni-
ture Center will be closing 
at the end of January and 
will join various other 
businesses which have 
shuttered in Bayside in 
recent months with Party 
City on Bell and Northern 
Boulevard being the most 
recent closure.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Bayside business 
closes after 40 years

Councilman Paul Vallone presented David Yousefzadeh 
with a commemorative citation for 40 years of business in 
Bayside. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Paul Vallone
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Moya unveils tougher 
worker safety legislation

BY BILL PARRY

Dozens of elected of-
ficials and union leaders 
joined state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) last week on 
the steps of City Hall as he 
unveiled proposed legisla-
tion to substantially in-
crease criminal penalties 
on employers and supervi-
sors who put their workers’ 
lives at risk. 

The federal worker-safe-
ty statute lacks the teeth to 
impose significant punish-
ments against developers 
and contractors who endan-
ger their workers by failing 
to follow safety protocol, 
according to Moya. As a 
result, of the more than 
400,000 workplace fatalities 
that have occurred since 
Congress enacted the Occu-
pational Safety and Health 
Act in 1971, fewer than 80 
have been criminally pros-
ecuted, and only about a 
dozen employers or super-
visors have been convicted, 
he said.

“Until we change the 
environment where con-
struction-site deaths can 
be written off as a minor 
cost of doing business, 
nothing will change and 
dozens more workers will 
needlessly lose their lives,” 
Moya said. “These deaths 
are entirely preventable. 
We know that all it takes 
to save a life is adherence 
to the safety protocols al-
ready established by exist-
ing rules and regulations. 
Lives are lost when these 
protocols are carelessly ig-
nored. Negligence is inex-
cusable and it is time our 
penal system reflects that.”

Moya’s bill amends the 
penal code to provide a new 
pathway for the prosecution 
of any employer or supervi-
sor who ignores, disregards 
or fails to comply with safe-
ty protocols established by 
a law, standard, rule, order, 
or regulation. Under the 
legislation, such conduct 
could result in a class A 
misdemeanor if it directly 
exposes an employee to risk 
of bodily injury, carrying a 
potential fine of $25,000, or 
a class E felony with $50,000 
in fines if the conduct di-
rectly resulted in serious 
physical injury, or a class D 
felony if it resulted in that 

worker’s death, and makes 
it a $50,000 fine.  

“If any other field of 
work had a fatality rate 
this excessive, there would 
be an uproar and there 
would be immediate ac-
tion,” Moya said. “Instead, 
the working-class — usual-
ly non-union and therefore 
likely to be immigrant — 
workers losing their lives 
on these construction sites 
are treated as a statistical 
probability. We are here 
today to raise their names 
up and say that they have 
not been forgotten, that the 
pain felt by their families 
who’ve spent this holiday 
season without them have 
not been forgotten.”

Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) said existing 
regulations and protocols 
have the ability to save 
lives — but only if they are 
adhered to — and employ-
ers find it too easy to ignore 
them.

“As a union member, I 
am very aware of the impor-
tance of safety regulations 
in the workplace. Unfortu-
nately, too many employers 
would rather make large 
profits and face little or 
no consequences for their 
negligence than take the 
steps to protect their work-
ers,” DenDekker said. “By 
amending the penal code 
to include harsher punish-
ments for those who fail to 
follow safety protocols, we 
will be able to force em-
ployers to take their work-
ers’ safety seriously, both 
union and non-union, and 
save lives.”

Newly elected Assembly-
man Brian Barnwell (D-
Maspeth) declared that the 
time for half-measures is 
over.

“Employers must realize 
that if they continue to risk 
the lives of their workers, 
they will face prosecution,” 
Barnwell said. “Workers 
who are merely trying to 
put food on the table for 
their families should not 
have to worry about the 
possibility of never making 
it home.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

At Queens College, the 
civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. was remem-
bered for his struggles and 
sacrifice for the fight for 
equality on what would have 
been his 88th birthday Sun-
day, at the Colden Auditori-
um in the Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts. 

Honored at the event was 
former Congressman Rev. 
Dr. Floyd Flake, the senior 
pastor at Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral in Jamaica and a 
friend of King,  who spoke 
about how the civil rights 
leader would have reacted 
to President-elect Donald 
Trump’s impact on civil 
rights. 

“What’s going on now,” 
said Flake. “I think that he 
would be out there doing 
what he was doing in terms 
of crossing the country, 
looking at where the soft 
spots are and trying to build 
up with whites and blacks, 
building a community of 
faith not about color, but 
about society as a whole,” 
said Rev. Flake.  

Flake also reminisced 
about the young civil right 
activist from Queens Col-
lege who was part of the trio 
slaughtered for fighting for 
voting rights in Mississippi 
in 1964.

“Queens College is one 
of those colleges, when you 
think about what happened 
to the boys that got killed 
and how much they put into 
themselves to keep people 
understanding what it was 
all about...it is an important 
thing, because all they were 
trying to do was be a part 
of that movement and they 
killed him,” Flake said.

The three men who died 
were Queens College’s An-
drew Goodman; James 
Chaney of Merdian, Miss.; 
and Michael Schwerner of 
Westchester. 

“Nearly 53 years ago, in-
spired by the words of Dr. 
King, they went to Missis-
sippi to register black voters 
and they were murdered,” 
said Felix V. Matos Rodri-
guez, president of Queens 
College. “President Obama 
awarded them the Medal 
of Honor last year posthu-
mously and awarded the 
only honorary Ph.D. in the 

country that’s been given 
posthumously to Andrew 
Goodman, who was a sopho-
more here when he left.”

Introducing the keynote 
speaker Cheryl Wills was 
Queens Library Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dennis Walcott. 

“I think the audience is 
reflective of what this day 
is about,” Walcott said. “If 
you take a look at the people 
that are gathering here, the 
sheer numbers of the people 
that are gathering here, I 
think it’s a testimony to Dr. 
King, and more importantly 
Queens College and what 
they are doing for the com-
munity. There are people of 
all different backgrounds, 
religions and races. That’s 
what Dr. King stood for.”

Walcott spoke about 
Trump.

“You cannot escape poli-
tics, but the reality is we are 
a country of diversity and 
that is what Dr. King stood 
for, and I think it is impor-
tant for any individual to 
be respectful of diversity,” 
he said. “That is what this 
country is about and that is 
the history of this country...
that is what Dr. King stood 
for.”

The keynote speaker, au-

thor and NY1 anchor Cheryl 
Wills talked about the cur-
rent state of the country 
and why King’s work is not 
done.

“Dr. King, we need him 
now more than ever,” she 
said. “The country is almost 
as bitterly divided as when 
he was alive and we need a 
voice of reason.”

She added,  “We have a 
technology now where so 
many people can attack with 
a click of a button and a click 
of mouse, and we need some-
body to say bring it down. We 
are still the United States of 
America and we can peace-
fully agree to disagree.” 

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, a friend 
of Flake, was in attendance. 

“We love coming together 
as a borough celebrating 
Dr. King,” said Katz. “We 
are 130 languages, we are 
120 countries right here in 
Queens, we are the most di-
verse county on the planet 
and to be able to come to-
gether and celebrate as one 
and have a voice nationwide 
regarding a great man who 
really led the movement...is 
something that Queens does 
as well,” said Katz. “It’s a 

Flake remembers King
Pastor says his friend would seek unity in Trump era

At Queens College ceremonies for Martin Luther King Day, Rev. Floyd 
Flake of the Greater Allen AME Church recalls the college’s Andrew 
Goodman, a student who was murdered with two other civil rights work-
ers in the famed “Mississippi Burning” case. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine

Continued on Page 30
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Access to Superb 
Eye and ENT Specialists 
Just Got Easier 

®

Call: 844-218-8649  |  www.nyee.edu/bayside

45-64 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of 

Mount Sinai (NYEE) brings its most 

requested specialty services to 

Queens. With another convenient 

location, Bayside residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose 

and throat care right in the neighborhood.    

POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING -An Elmhurst man 
was busted last week by narcotics 
officers while illegally parked in 
front of a Flushing driveway, police 
said. 

Sheng Lin, 35, was arrested  Jan. 
12 at 1:45 p.m. when officers found 
him parked in front of 43-57 Union 
St. snorting something, according to 
the criminal complaint filed by the 
Queens district attorney. 

When police approached the ve-
hicle, they saw Lin with a white 
substance on his face and observed 
a plastic bag from the front pas-

senger seat f loor in plain sight that 
contained 9,762 Xanax pills and 426 
Oxycodone pills, the criminal com-
plaint said. Officers also recovered 
over $12,000 from the driver’s side 
door pocket, according to the com-
plaint. 

Lin was arrested and charged 
with criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance and use of drug 
paraphernalia, the DA said. Bail 
was set at $50,000 and he was due in 
court Jan. 27. Lin faces up to nine 
years if convicted. 

The 109 Precinct tweeted this photo with the caption “Great work by Queens Narcotics for 
taking these illegal pills off the streets of the #109pct #SafeStreets #SafeCity” 

Photo courtesy of 109pct / Twitter

Elmhurst man busted with illegal Rx pills: DA

SUNNYSIDE - Police from the 
108th Precinct were looking for a 
man who exposed himself to a child 
inside a Sunnyside discount store. 
On Monday, the suspect was spot-
ted inside the Dollar Tree store at 
39-09 Queens Blvd. when he exposed 
his genitals to a 7-year-old-girl just 

before 12:30 p.m., according to the 
NYPD. 

The man is described as black 
wearing a black hat, a white shirt 
and gray pants. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-
TIPS.

Man flashes a 7-year-old girl in Sunnyside store
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A Strong, Reputable Bank is Now Open in College Point!
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24-Hour ATM Available

Open a 1-Year Platinum Savings Account Today!  
Receive a Free Gift* and a Special Rate

46 Branches and Growing!
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Stop the senseless slaughter of birds
Ever since that plane went  

down in the Hudson eight years 
ago, the wanton and senseless 
slaughter of thousands of birds 
of various species has contin-
ued unabated.

While the skies must be 
made safe for all planes and 
their passengers and crews, 
there is absolutely no logical 
justification to continue the 
mass killings of birds.

For one thing, there are more 
near misses between planes in 

the air and on the ground.
Then there are birds strik-

ing planes; but the public never 
hears about those incidents.

Why?
Also, whose bright idea was 

it to construct an airport right 
next to a federally protected 
wildlife preserve in Jamaica 
Bay? 

The birds who live and mi-
grate to that preserve were 
here long before the airplane 
was invented!

It is high time that the AS-
PCA, PETA and other humane 
organizations demand that the 
Port Authority find other meth-
ods of deterring bird-plane 
collisions, without using the 
constant culling and killing of 
these creatures.

Are we killing deer, rac-
coons and other wild animals 
that cause car accidents?

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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 As the Trump inauguration approached, there was 
a palpable nervousness coursing throughout Queens. 

 In the borough where 75 percent of the voters cast 
their ballots for Hillary Clinton, many residents were 
worried that the newly minted Queens-born president 
would jettison protections

against Muslims, support efforts to deny women the 
right to choose and target immigrants regardless of 
status.

  The Queens celebrations of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s birthday kept cycling back to how the civil rights 
leader’s legacy could motivate opponents of Trump’s 
platform, which is short on details but long on tweeted 
threats to dismantle safeguards against inequality and 
economic discrimination. 

 At the Jamaica Performing Arts Center Monday, 
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY), now the Democratic 
minority leader in the Senate, said: “The memory of 
Dr. King is far more important today than it’s been in 
a long time.”

 Several lawmakers in Queens have been holding 
workshops for immigrants who live in their districts 
to explain their rights and current laws.  Trump, who 
grew up in Jamaica Estates as the son of an immigrant 
mother from Scotland, has said he wants to deport the 
undocumented and restrict Muslims traveling to this 
country, but his plans are fuzzy at best.

 New York City is a sanctuary city, which means 
City Hall has adopted a policy that will not allow ille-
gal immigrants to be deported.  Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has vowed to safeguard the identities of undocumented 
residents who applied for the NYIC cards.

The Queens Museum is getting into the act.  On In-
auguration Day the museum will close to observe the 
J20 General Art Strike, organized by cultural sites 
around the city, to urge consumers to shut down the 
economy and send a message to Trump.  The art world 
is fearful the culture wars may resume and federal arts 
funding will be cut.

 As Trump takes the oath of office, the museum is 
hosting a session to produce signs, posters, banners 
and buttons for future marches and actions across the 
five boroughs.

 On Saturday the Women for the Center of New 
York, based in Kew Gardens, is one of the sponsors of 
the Women’s March on NYC, which is expected to draw 
37,000 supporters. Some will wear the suffragettes’ bur-
gundy sashes on the trek to Trump Tower.

 Ann Jawin, founder of the center, said simply: “You 
have to keep educating and fighting.”

 It looks like the Sixties may be coming back again 
with Queens residents preparing to do battle to defend 
their democratic rights if challenged.
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READERS WRITE

Happy anniversary to Little Neck Pkwy Bus
It was four years ago, on 

Monday morning Jan. 7, 2013 I 
was able to board the first bus 
departing from the Little Neck 
Long Island Rail Road station.

The Q36 resumed weekday 
service on the old Q79 Little 
Neck Parkway bus route. My 
wife and I had the opportunity 
to be the last two riders prior to 
the demise of our old New York 
City Transit Q79 Little Neck 
Parkway bus. 

On Saturday, June 25, 2010 
at 6:23 p.m., right on time, we 
boarded the Q79 bus departing 
Little Neck for its last run to Jer-
icho Turnpike in Floral Park. 
Many of my neighbors residing 
in Great Neck within walking 
distance of the City Line peri-
odically utilized this bus route.

Service began June 4, 1950. 
The newly created New York City 
Transit Authority  assumed op-
erations in 1953.  The bus would 
take me to Union Turnpike and 
after short walk, to the old Glen 
Oaks Movie Theater along with 
Mays Department Store.

Many have long forgotten 
that there was a time when bus 

drivers actually had to make 
change and drive all at the same 
time. No one dared bring any 
food on the bus or leave any lit-
ter behind.

When the MTA introduced 
Metro Cards in 1996 with free 
transfers between subway and 
bus, riding the Q79 became an 
even better bargain and become 
a more frequent part of my jour-
ney.

If service was suspended or 
seriously delayed on the Port 
Washington Branch, the Q79 
was my little secret lifeline.

It was always sad that resi-
dents of Floral Park practiced 
the NYMBY (Not In My Back 
Yard) philosophy and refused 
to grant permission to extend 
the Q79 to the Floral Park LIRR 
Station.

Extending the Q36 route 
from its previous terminus on 
Jericho Turnpike at the City 
Line north along Little Neck 
Parkway to the Little Neck 
LIRR station restores all the old 
Q79 connections and adds many 
new ones. 

At Northern Blvd., you can 

transfer to the Q12 Flushing 
bus. Last stop is the Main Street 
Flushing No. 7 Subway Station. 
There are over sixteen other 
local NYCT and MTA bus con-
nections available in downtown 
Flushing.

At Horace Harding Blvd and 
Long Island Expressway, you 
can transfer to the Q30 bus. 

At Union Turnpike, there is 
the Q46 bus providing service to 
260th Street Glen Oaks and the 
City Line.

At Hillside Avenue, you can 
transfer to the Q43 bus in either 
direction to the City Line or Ja-
maica LIRR Station, along with 
the subway.

There are also many other 
local NYCT bus connections 
along with N22 NICE bus to Mi-
neola and Hicksville.

At Jericho Turnpike, you 
can walk three blocks south 
and catch the Hempstead LIRR 
Branch at the Floral Park Sta-
tion. There is also the N24 NICE 
bus with connections to Mi-
neola, Roosevelt Field Mall and 
East Meadow.

This new enhanced Q36 bus 

service now provides a new one 
seat bus ride for riders board-
ing along Little Neck Parkway 
with a direct connection to the 
Hempstead branch LIRR at the 
Queens Village Station (at the 
corner of Jamaica Avenue & 
Springfield Blvd.) and F sub-
way line at either the 179th St or 
169th Street stations along Hill-
side Avenue. 

 It continues to be up to sever-
al thousand Queens and Nassau 
County residents who live with-
in a one to ten block walking ra-
dius west and east of Little Neck 
Parkway to utilize this new bus 
service. Without sufficient rid-
ership supporting a reasonable 
fare box recovery rate, it may 
be difficult to continue justify-
ing this service. Sadly, many old 
riders have yet to return.

 The LIRR Little Neck park-
ing lot is at capacity regularly. 
You are directed to drive to the 
adjacent Douglaston LIRR Sta-
tion parking lot.  Things are so 
bad, that the attendant some-
times has to double park cars to 
accommodate everyone.

Many who do not want to pay, 

park on the street, sometimes 
many blocks from the station. 
This periodically creates con-
flicts with some neighborhood 
residents who use the same 
spots in front of their homes. 
Why not consider asking the 
LIRR to promote the new Q36 
Little Neck Parkway service 
on their passenger information 
seat drops?

NYCT could also ask the 
LIRR to include an insert with 
the next monthly mail and ride 
ticket informing customers of 
the Q36 service. Buying a week-
ly or monthly Metro Card addi-
tion on to your LIRR Monthly 
Commutation ticket can be a 
good deal.

Many new people who have 
moved into the neighborhood 
have no idea that there is bus 
service on Little Neck Park-
way.

Why not consider doing a 
mass mailing by census track 
to identify those people who 
live within walking distance 
of Little Neck Parkway? This 
might attract new riders.

Your support is critical to 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Stop plans to shut down pedestrian ramps
An Open Letter to  state DOT 

Commissioner Matthew Driscoll:
It is with great concern that 

my civic association learned at 
the January monthly meeting 
of Queens Community Board 
11 that the New York State Dept. 
of Transportation is planning 
to close down and remove two 
pedestrian ramps that go under 
the Long Island Railroad trestle 
along the Clearview Express-
way here in Bayside, Queens.

They will not be replaced.  
One of the ramps is on the west 
side of the expressway, the other 
on the east side.

For years, my civic associa-
tion, which covers this particu-
lar part of Bayside, has been no-
ticing the deterioration of these 

two ramps.
Reinforcement rods have 

been hanging out underneath 
the crumbling cement walkways 
that make up the ramps. At one 
point a huge hole appeared on 
the western side ramp that had 
to be covered with a metal plate. 

The deterioration has been 
reported several times over 
the years, without significant 
response from your agency.   
Now we learn that the ramps 
are scheduled to be removed in-
stead of being refurbished.  This 
is unacceptable.

These two ramps are used by 
the residents of the area to get 
from one side of Bayside to the 
other. 

The Long Island Railroad 

divides Bayside into two halves 
with very limited places for pe-
destrians to cross from one side 
to the other. 

To state that residents can 
walk several blocks to either 
Francis Lewis Boulevard or 
Corporal Kennedy Street to 
cross the tracks shows a lack of 
empathy for and understanding 
of our community.  

There are service roads that 
go under the tracks on either 
side of the Clearview Express-
way.  I fear that if the two ramps 
are removed, pedestrians will 
resort to walking along these 
service roads to go from one side 
of the tracks to the other. 

This would be extremely 
dangerous since there are no 

sidewalks along the sections of 
the service roads that go under-
neath the trestle, and many ve-
hicles notoriously speed along 
those particular sections. 

On behalf of my civic as-
sociation, I have contacted the 
offices of State Senator Tony 
Avella, Assembly Member Ed-
ward Braunstein and Council 
Member Paul Vallone to voice 
our opposition over the closing 
and removal of these ramps. 

We also can not understand 
why there has been no prior no-
tice regarding the removals, nor 
any attempt by your agency to 
discuss this matter with Queens 
Community Board 11, our civic 
association, or the residents 
who regularly use these ramps. 

We are very concerned in 
this area with what happens in 
our community and we are very 
disappointed that your agency 
has made no attempt to reach 
out to us to discuss the impacts 
that your actions will have on 
us.

We call on your agency to 
stop plans to close these ramps 
on January 13th and to come 
and discuss alternative plans 
with local residents that will 
lead to the refurbishment of the 
ramps so that residents can con-
tinue to use them.

Henry Euler
First Vice President

Auburndale Improvement 
Association, Inc.
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R
emember the bad old days 
when a rape victim would 
show up in court and the 
defense attorney would 

say, “Why was her skirt so 
short?” As if the woman caused 
her own rape.

Only gradually did it dawn 
on us what was really going on: 
We were blaming the victim.  
Basically, we’re all so afraid that 
something awful like this could 
happen to us or a loved one that 
we automatically come up with 
a way to reassure ourselves it 
never will. We tell ourselves, 
“We’re totally different, so we’ll 
be safe.” 

Once we recognized how 
cruel and clueless it to believe 
that only bad people get hurt, 
we became a more empathetic 
society.

Except when it comes to 
moms.

“Blaming Mothers: Ameri-
can Law and the Risks to Chil-
dren’s Health” (NYU Press) is 
a new book by Pace University 
Law Professor Linda C. Fen-
timan that looks at the way 
we have kept moms in the 
crosshairs of our condemna-
tion. From pre-birth through 
adolescence, when something 
goes wrong with kids, often it is 
considered morally — and even 
legally — mama’s fault. 

For instance, when a woman 
in Utah elected not to have a 
Caesarian and one of her twins 
was born stillborn, she was 
charged with murder. [LINK: 
www.cbsnews.com/news/mom-
arrested-after-utah-stillbirth/} 
The fact that stillbirths are fair-
ly common didn’t matter. Nor 
did the fact that she had no in-
tention of killing her child. All 
that mattered was the fact that, 
conveniently, there was some-
one to blame. 

A South Carolina mom, Re-
gina McKnight, was also con-
victed of homicide in the still-
birth of her baby because she 
admitted to using cocaine when 
pregnant. I think we all agree it 
is tragic that people get addicted 
to drugs. But the idea that co-

caine causes stillbirth is not 
medically supported. Moreover, 
as a friend of the court briefing 
noted, “nicotine use, poor nutri-
tion, lack of prenatal care, or 
other conditions commonly as-
sociated with the urban poor’ ” 
are all sub-optimal. Does that 
mean we should prosecute any 
pregnant woman who’s not up-
per-middle-class “perfect”?

McKnight’s 20-year sentence 
was reversed seven years later 
by the state’s Supreme Court. 

Fentiman also looks at the is-
sue of child abuse. Often when a 
child is hurt or killed by a dad or 
the mother’s boyfriend, it is the 
mom who is prosecuted for not 
stopping it. The completely un-
realistic idea is that the moment 
a mother realizes her child is 
being abused, she must move 
out of the house and report the 
abuser to the police. Otherwise, 
she can be considered guilty for 
failing to act.

“The legal system is not tak-
ing into account all the structur-
al barriers that impede women 
from leaving their husbands,” 
Fentiman said in a phone inter-
view. For instance, sometimes 
the woman has no money to 
leave or no place to go. Some-

times she is afraid that if she 
calls the cops, the abuser will 
become even more violent. But 
the law seems to believe a good 
mom should be a perfect mom, 
no matter what the obstacles.

How did we get so harsh? 
Fentiman lists several uncon-
scious biases at work:

Hindsight Bias: Once a trag-
edy has occurred, it is impos-
sible to look back and truly see 
things the way we saw them 
before the bad event. Now that 
we know the sad truth, it feels 
like it must have been obvious. 
Why didn’t the mom predict and 
prevent it? 

The Fundamental Attribu-
tion Error: This is the uncon-
scious belief about karma — 
that bad things only happen to 
bad people. Naturally, if some-
thing bad happens to us, we un-
derstand all the variables that 
led to it — all the things beyond 
our control. But when some-
thing bad happens to someone 
else,  we think they could have 
stopped it but didn’t. Shame 
(and blame) on them.

The Reasonable Man Theo-
ry: In the olden days, negligence 
was determined by whether 
someone did what “the reason-

able man” would have done in 
the situation, like not leaving 
a 4-year-old home alone for a 
weekend. But now that we think 
about the “reasonable woman,” 
the bar is higher. “A reason-
able mother is supposed to be 
super-human and always do 
anything to minimize the risk 
to her children and to selflessly 
never do anything for herself,”  
said Fentiman. So if something 
bad happens to a child while the 
mom was, say, napping, she can 
be blamed for daring to shut her 
eyes. 

Causation: The American 
legal system holds the primi-
tive notion that there’s only one 
cause of any problem. So the 
child who is beaten to death is 
not a victim of some toxic com-
bination of poverty, an abusive 
dad or a broken system. The 
tragedy is simply the fault of a 
mom who didn’t save the child. 

It is easy and satisfying to 
blame the mom. Someday we’ll 
also realize that it is wrong. 

Lenore Scenery is a keynote 
speaker, founder of the book 

and blog Free-Range Kids, and 
a contributor at Reason.com. 

Stop blaming moms for everything
COLUMNS

D
id you know that snow 
or ice must be removed 
from the sidewalk with-
in four hours after the 

snow has stopped falling or 
by 11 a.m. if the snow stopped 
falling after 9 p.m. the previ-
ous evening? 

 Snow may not be thrown 
into the street. If the snow be-
comes ice because people have 
walked on it and it is so hard 
that it cannot be removed, the 
sidewalk may be strewn with 
ashes, sand, sawdust, or simi-
lar suitable material within the 
same time limits.

The sidewalk must be thor-
oughly cleaned as soon as the 

weather permits. The fine for 
the first offense is $100-$150, the 
second offense $150-$350, and 
the third offense $250-$350 and 
subsequent offenses.

  One annoyance I have is 
when Sanitation plows decide 
to get rid of piles of snow and 
plow them into the middle of 
the street, but this is usually 
done when all the regular street 
plowing is completed and melt-
ing is taking place. The reason 
you should not shovel into the 
street during the early time af-
ter a storm is because a snow 
plow may come through and 
plow it back against your car or 
driveway. It also may freeze in 
the street, causing dangerous 
ice.

  People are reminded not to 
let anyone into your home who 
claims to be a utility worker 
without an I.D. In fact, unless 
you called the utility company 
and asked them to come, you 

should not let them in. If you de-
cide to call the utility company, 
have the phone number handy, 
make them stay outside and be 
sure to lock your door.

  At the Nov. 9 Community 
Board 8 meeting the board 
voted to support Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi’s Home Stabil-
ity Support Program by a vote 
of 38 in favor with no opposition 
or abstentions.

The purpose of the proposal 
is to decrease the number of 
homeless families by having 
New York State pay more mon-
ey to subsidize poor families so 
they have enough money to pay 
their rent and do not become 
homeless.

The state and federal govern-
ment has decreased the amount 
of money available to subsidize 
poor families and more and 
more do not have enough money 
to stay in their apartments. This 
plan is much cheaper than the 

city paying to put families in 
expensive hotels. Several com-
munity boards in Queens have 
voted to support this plan.

 People are urged to protect 
water pipes and meters in their 
basement and crawl space areas 
from freezing.  People should 
keep the areas as warm as pos-
sible by repairing any broken 
windows, walls or doors;  in-
stalling storm windows or base-
ment windows; insulating out-
side walls; eliminating drafts in 
crawl spaces;  turning off water 
to outside pipes; draining the 
pipes; and putting insulating 
material around water meters 
of exposed pipes, which may be 
on a floor or against an outside 
cooler wall.

Open a faucet now and again 
to make sure water is flowing 
and not frozen in a pipe. If you 
are away for several days during 
freezing weather, have someone 
come in to make sure the water 

in your pipes is flowing.
 If your service line, pipes, 

or meter freezes, then open a 
faucet near the frozen point to 
release vapor form melting ice, 
use a hair dryer or heat lamp or 
small space heater near the fro-
zen section and call a plumber if 
you can’t thaw the frozen pipes. 
Never use an open flame be-
cause this is a fire hazard and 
could cause a steam explosion.  

 If you have questions call 
your local community board or 
CB 8 District Manager Marie 
Adam-Ovide at (718) 264-7895.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS OF THE WEEK

It is with sadness that we 
learn of the passing of Detective 
Steven McDonald. He was a po-
lice officer who served his com-
munity and suffered because of 
this service. He is remembered 
for his forgiveness of the young 
man who shot him.

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

What to do when the inevitable storms come



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 2017 15  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

A
merican politics has 
always been a con-
tact sport. But it has 
crossed a line in re-

cent years. It is now less like 
sport and more like war.

I know, of course, that 
even in the late 18th century 
there were high-pitched polit-
ical battles. In fact, the most 
dramatic of these resulted in 
the  death of Alexander Ham-
ilton in a gun duel with his 
political enemy, Aaron Burr, 
right across the Hudson in 
Weehawken .

Despite our lax gun-con-
trol laws, we no longer have 
gun duels to settle politi-
cal battles. Instead, we have 
weaponized law enforcement 
and unleashed ambitious 
investigators and prosecu-
tors to take down our elected 

leaders.
This has been evident 

both in our recent presiden-
tial election as well as in New 
York’s city and state govern-
ment. Think about it: wasn’t 
FBI director James Comey 
a key factor in the demise of 
Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign? Didn’t Trump and 
his hyped-up rally audiences 
constantly chant: “Lock her 
up!”?

We usually only read 
about non-democratic and au-
thoritarian governments that 
lock up political opponents, 
not live in one. So I ask, how 
did we sink so low?

Even in New York, a rela-
tively progressive state, we 
are witnessing potential 
prosecutorial overreach. For 
the past few months, every-
one on the inside of New York 
City politics has been buzz-
ing about the potential indict-
ment of Mayor DeBlasio, pos-
sibly along with a number of 
his key aides. Many people in 
recent days have told me that 
the results of two grand ju-
ries that were empaneled for 

investigations of the admin-
istration’s political activities 
is imminent.

Although I am skeptical 
that any of this will be fa-
tal to the mayor’s reelection 
chances, there is still a dark 
cloud hanging over him and a 
few potential competitors are 
anxiously awaiting the U.S. 
and District Attorney’s deci-
sion.

In scandal-scarred Al-
bany, we have recently wit-
nessed the indictments and 
convictions of two of the three 
most powerful elected lead-
ers in the state — Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver and 
Majority Leader Dean Skelos. 
This came after a dozen con-
victions of legislators in the 
past decade in addition to the 
recent indictment of a close 
aide to the governor.

Does power corrupt, as 
the old saying goes, or have 
we criminalized politics to 
the point where every elected 
leader should both wear a 
wire and be considered a 
prime suspect for some mal-
feasance?

There’s no easy way to 
answer this. Yes, absolute 
power corrupts absolutely 
(as we saw in the case of the 
20-year reign of Sheldon Sil-
ver). Yes, large campaign 
donations to elected leaders 
can lead to favoritism and 
quid pro quos that certainly 
cross a line too frequently.

But…
Houston, we have a big 

problem when Hillary Clin-
ton’s ill-advised use of a 
private server for privacy 
reasons results in calls for 
prosecution and jail time. 
And when the mayor of 
New York City can’t engage 
in partisan politics to aide 
Democratic candidates for 
the state Senate without be-
ing accused of campaign fi-
nance fraud.

Don’t get me wrong — we 
need vigilance to keep politi-
cians straight and bold pros-
ecutors to pursue justice 
when they’re not.

But we have reached a tip-
ping point when seemingly 
every political action results 
in an investigation. When 

prosecutors leak to the press 
the empaneling of grand ju-
ries to investigate malfea-
sance. When overzealous 
political fathers’ attempts to 
help their troubled children 
results in jail time.

We are living in strange 
and dangerous times politi-
cally.

It is high time we call off 
the political wars and weap-
onized investigations and let 
government focus on improv-
ing society and building for 
the future.

With our education sys-
tem, our roads, bridges and 
subways all deteriorating, 
there is a lot of work to do in 
a bipartisan way to make our 
society even greater.

Let’s call a political cease-
fire.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate 
in 2013 before he left to re-
turn to the private sector. 
Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

Time to make our society even greater
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

I
t was 1955. 

The Board of Higher 
Education announced the 
suspension of a Queens 

College instructor who re-
fused to answer questions 
about Communist party af-
filiations.

The instructor, Dudley 
Davis Strauss of Sunnyside, 
refused to answer questions 
about Red connections before 
1953. 

Charges of “neglect of duty 
and conduct unbecoming a 
member of the college staff”-

under the Education Law- 
were lodged against Strauss, 
and he was immediately sus-
pended without pay.

The first atomic subma-
rine, “Nautilus,” moved un-
der nuclear power to open 
waters for her first dive, after 
a 50 hour maiden voyage off 
Long Island.

Three Queens seamen 
were on board: Albert A. Fer-
ris of Astoria, Francis A. Pica-
no of Richmond Hill and John 
P. McGovern of Ozone Park. 
The sub had been launched 
on September 30, 1954.

The Port of New York and 
Triborough Bridge and Tun-
nel Authority unveiled plans 
to build a $93 million six-lane 
suspension bridge over the 

East River between the Bronx 
and Queens.

The span would be known 
as the Throgs Neck Bridge. In 
Queens, it was to connect to a 
new $27 million dream high-
way named the Clearview 
Expressway, whose route 
through Bayside was to de-
stroy over 500 homes and dis-
place nearly 1,000 families 

Few in Flushing knew that 
Mary Helena McPhail An-
drews was 99 years old. She 
was born in 1855 and remem-
bered Abraham Lincoln’s fu-
neral cortege, the blizzard of 

’88, and the construction of 
the Queensboro Bridge.

Her husband, George An-
drews, had built many of the 
factories and homes in Hunt-
ers Point. 

Her advice for longev-
ity was: “Take things as they 
come. And keep busy. I’d die if 
I couldn’t work.”

Mrs. Andrews had wit-
nessed the advent of the 
electric light, automobile, 
airplane, radio, movies, and 
television, but still preferred 
modern days to the “good old 
days.”

“Life was harder in the 
old days,” according to Mrs. 
Andrews. “We were happy 
…we didn’t know anything 
different. But I’d rather live 
today.”

Bronco Charlie, the last 
of the Pony Express riders, 
rode over the horizon into 
the golden sunset.

His life spanned 105 years. 
He left a piece of advice, good 
for any day in any era. When 
asked the secret of his long 
life, he always said, “Live 
right and be friendly.”

The entertainment page 
also reported that Jackie 
Gleason was looking for 
scripts or usable ideas for his 
hilarious “Honeymooners” 
series.

Writers could be paid $500 
and up, depending on the 
quality of the material ac-
cepted.

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria 
Historical Society at 718-278-
0700 or visit their website at 
www.astorialic.org. 

The dream highway would connect to Throgs Neck

The port of New York and 
Triborough Bridge and Tunnel 

Authority unveiled plans to build 
a $93 million six-lane suspension 

bridge over the East River between 
the Bronx and Queens. 
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CELEBRATE
LU N A R  N E W  Y E A R

20
17

Y E A R  O F  T H E 

ROOSTER

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28  | NOON – 4PM  |  LEVEL 2 – CENTER COURT

QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS! 
Text the Concierge 718.690.3222

MACY’S, JCPENNEY AND MORE THAN 150 SPECIALTY STORES & RESTAURANTS
Queens & Woodhaven Boulevards

718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com 

Sponsored By:

Ridgewood granny’s death 
ruled homicide by med ex
BY GINA MARTINEZ

The mysterious death of 
a Ridgewood grandmother 
has been ruled a homicide, 
according to police. 

Erika Kraus-Breslin’s 
corpse was found by police 
in her 65th Street home Oct. 
5 after officers responded to 
a request from a family mem-
ber to do a wellness check on 
the 85-year old. When offi-
cers arrived, Kraus-Breslin’s 
grandson, 30-year-old Chris-
topher Fuhrer,  immediately 
told officers his grandmoth-
er had died and directed po-
lice to a bedroom where her 
dead body was discovered 
in multiple layers of plastic 
bags, police said.

Fuhrer told officers Kraus-
Breslin died May 21. He said 
that she suffered from dis-
comfort from bed sores, so he 
turned her on her side and left 
the room. When he returned, 
he found her face down and 
unresponsive. Fuhrer covered 

the smell of the decaying body 
with air fresheners, police 
said.

On Oct. 6 police arrested 
the 30-year-old and charged 
him with not reporting death, 
removing a body without a 
permit, improper burial and 
concealing a corpse.

Fuhrer was arraigned Oct. 
7 and charged with felony 
concealment of a corpse, the 
Queens district attorney said. 
Bail was set to $350,000.

The medical examiner’s of-
fice determined this week that 
Kraus-Breslin succumbed in 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Police have made 
an arrest in connec-
tion with the death of 
31-year-old Ricky Ka-
lisaran, who was shot 
and killed while visiting 
New York from Guyana 
for his grandmother’s 
funeral.

Officers arrested 
Dreshaun Smith, 22, 
Jan 12. in Monroe Coun-
ty, Pa. 

Smith was arraigned 
and denied bail. He is 
currently awaiting ex-
tradition to New York 
in County Correction 
Facility, according to 
officers. 

In the early hours of 
Jan. 2, Ricky Kalisaran, 
and his brother Sunny, 
24, were walking toward 
their car after leaving a 
bar on 123rd Street near 
Liberty Ave. in Rich-
mond Hill when they 
were approached by a 

male who attempted to 
rob them outside 104-32 
124th St., police said. 
Sunny was reportedly 
wearing a f lashy gold 
chain at the time. The 
brothers resisted and 
the suspect shot both of 
them after a struggle for 
the gun, police said

When police arrived 
they found Ricky Kal-
isaran with a gunshot 
wound in the chest and 
his brother with a gun-
shot wound to his back. 
The brothers were tak-
en to Jamaica Hospital, 
where the older Kalisa-
ran was pronounced 
dead and Sunny was in 
stable condition, police 
said.

Kalisaran was the 
city’s first homicide of 
2017.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Erika Kraus-Breslin’s body was discovered by police on Oct. 5 in her home in 
Ridgewood. Google Earth

Rich Hill suspect 
busted in slaying

Continued on Page 34
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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STATE
BOROUGH

OF
THE

JANUARY 27, 2017
10AM   YORK COLLEGE.

RSVP at
queensbp.org/rsvp

or 718.286.2661

QUEENS BOROUGH PRESIDENT MELINDA KATZ’S

Former comptroller fi ned 
by CFB for 2009 campaign
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Former mayoral candi-
date John Liu, who began 
his political career as a city 
councilman representing 
northeast Queens, was fined 
more than $15,000 for viola-
tions related to his success-
ful 2009  run for New York 
City comptroller by the city’s 
Campaign Finance Board.

Liu’s campaign was fined 
for accepting 31 over-the-
limit contributions, as well 
as five corporate contribu-
tions, eight contributions 
from unregistered political 
committees and 16 over-the-
limit “Doing Business” con-
tributions. The latter refers 
to contributions from indi-
viduals who have some sort 
of business with New York 
City, which the Campaign 
Finance Board restricts 
more heavily.

He had received more 
than $1.3 million in public 
funds for his 2009 comptrol-

ler race, according to the 
CFB. Liu’s 2009 campaign 
has a remaining balance 
of $28,315, according to the 
CFB’s site.

Liu was elected to the 
City Council in 2001, repre-
senting parts of Flushing, 
Bay Terrace, Bayside and 
Whitestone. During his ten-

ure, he served as chairman 
of the Council’s Transporta-
tion Committee. He served 
as the city’s comptroller 
for four years  after a suc-
cessful campaign in 2009. 
He announced a campaign 
for mayor in 2013, running 
in the Democratic primary 
with four competitors, in-
cluding eventual victor Bill 
de Blasio.

The Campaign Finance 
Board dealt a strong blow to 
Liu’s mayoral prospects in 
2013 when it refused to grant 
him $3.5 million in public 
matching funds. At the time, 
the CFB cited about 550 do-
nations to Liu’s mayoral 
campaign it considered to be 
questionable. The CFB also 
took into account informa-
tion gleaned from a federal 
trial resulting in the convic-
tion of two former Liu aides 
who attempted to solicit fake 
donations.

New deal with MTA 
provides pay raises

Continued on Page 34

John Liu was fined by the 
Campaign Finance Board for al-
leged violations during his 2009 
comptroller race. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

The 38,000 workers who 
keep New York City’s buses 
and subways running have 
a new contract with the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority providing 
two pay raises of 2.5 percent 
in a 28-month agreement. 

The accord was reached 
in the wee hours of Monday 
as the previous contract 
expired and is subject to a 
vote by union members as 
well as the MTA board. Ap-
proval was expected.

“We won a tentative 
contract with solid raises 
and other strong economic 
gains, moving transit work-
ers well ahead of inflation 
and greatly improving 
their quality of life,” said 
John Samuelsen, president 
of the Transport Workers 
Union. Local 100.

MTA Chairman Thomas 
Prendergast praised the ac-
cord.

“This proposed contract 
is responsive to the needs 
of the hardworking men 
and women in the TWU Lo-
cal 100 and is an affordable 
agreement that can be ac-
commodated within our fi-
nancial plan,” he said.

 The day after the recent 
opening of the much herald-
ed Second Avenue subway 
Prendergast announced he 
was resigning and would 
be gone within the next few 
weeks.

 In addition to pay raises, 
the new contract provides a 
$500 bonus in the last two 
month of the contract.

Among other provisions, 
the drivers of the long, re-
ticulated buses will be get-
ting additional pay raises.

 --- Philip Newman
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Coverage Countdown 
to January 31, 2017!
You must apply for enrollment through  
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov by January 31  
to have health insurance in 2017.

•   Do you need health insurance?

•   Are you shopping for coverage but haven’t made  
a decision yet?

•   Have you already chosen a plan, but want to reconsider?

•   Do you know about the Essential Plan, with monthly 
premiums that are either FREE or $20 based on your income?

Fidelis Care can answer all your health insurance questions and  
help you apply for enrollment through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov.

Fidelis Care is committed to providing you with excellent 
customer service. We are here to help!
Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to make an appointment with a Health 
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

January 20, 2017!
Deadline Jan. 13, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice:
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Jan. 13, 2017

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, January 26th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Jagir Singh Bains
Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin
Ricardi Calixte
Josefa Castro
Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow
Grigore Culian
Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy
Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly
John Liu

Monica Loja
Richard Mazda
Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar
Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano
Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas
Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Kew Gardens has the worst streets 

in the city, according to an analysis by 
the city’s Independent Budget Office.

The streets of Queens are in fairly 
good shape, with only Brooklyn streets 
in better condition, according to the 
report. The IBO analyzed Department 
of Transportation data to come to its 
conclusions.

The neighborhood with the worst 
percentage of quality streets is Kew 
Gardens, with only 28.2 percent of the 
streets in the neighborhood considered 
“good” quality.

City Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) said the IBO’s 
report on the DOT data served as con-
firmation for a well-known fact in her 
district, with many roads in poor con-
ditions. She said many Kew Gardens 
streets had been ripped up in the past 
year to replace water and gas main 
lines, which she said the IBO report did 
not necessarily take into account.

“My office was constantly commu-
nicating with various New York City 
agencies while these efforts were going 
on, working to ensure that the com-
munity’s concerns about water shut-
offs, fire hydrant placement as well 
as milling and paving schedules were 
addressed,” Koslowitz said. The coun-
cilwoman, whose district also includes 
Forest Hills, Rego Park and parts of 
Richmond Hill, said she had put nu-
merous requests into DOT for surface 

repair work, requests she said were 
still pending, and had met with the 
Queens DOT commissioner to discuss 
the issue.

The DOT performs a street qual-
ity assessment on a rolling basis for 18 
months, rating sections of each street in 
the city with a rating from 1 to 10. The 
DOT categorizes 1-3 as “poor” quality, 
4-7 as “fair” and 8-10 as “good.”

In Queens, the IBO determined that 
71 percent of streets in the borough 
were rated as “good.” Citywide, 70.2 
percent of streets were found to be in 
“good” condition, with 29.2 percent of 
the streets listed as “fair” and 0.6 as 
“poor.” Brooklyn was the borough with 
the best-rated streets, with 75.1 percent 
listed as “good,” while Staten Island 
was found to be the borough with the 
fewest number of “good” rated streets, 
at 59.6 percent. In the Bronx, 68.5 per-
cent of streets were labeled “good,” 
while in Manhattan the percentage 
was 66.3.

The best rated neighborhood for 
streets in Queens was Laurelton, with 
84.9 percent of streets rated as “good,” 
according to the IBO’s analysis. A 
neighborhood-by-neighborhood map 
can be found at the IBO’s website at ibo.
nyc.ny.us.

Additonal reporting by Mark Hal-
lum. Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Kew Gardens’ streets 
rated worst in the city

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 2018 budget 
for education includes a call for Mayor 
Bill de Blasio to retain mayoral control 
over New York City’s schools for the next 
three years.

The acknowledgement was includ-
ed in Cuomo’s 2018 Executive Budget, 
which includes a $1 billion increase in 
education aid throughout the state. Total 
state and local spending levels exceed 
$60 billion, according to the budget, and 
education remains the largest portion of 
state spending.

Cuomo also proposed a three-year 
extension of mayoral control last year, 
though de Blasio only got a one-year 
extension in 2016 for the second year in 
a row. Mayoral control, which places 
greater accountability for the city’s pub-
lic schools on the mayor, was initiated 
in 2002 under former Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg. The Legislature initially 
granted Bloomberg seven years of con-
trol, with a six-year extension in 2009.

De Blasio wanted a seven-year exten-
sion in 2015, but only got one year from 
the Legislature and the process repeated 
itself in 2016. The decision means there 
will be another protracted struggle be-
tween the mayor and the Legislature as 
to who should control city schools this 
year.

Cuomo’s budget also increased sup-
port “for new expanding charter schools 
located in privately leased space in New 
York City,” which has been a point of 
contention between the de Blasio admin-
istration and charter school administra-
tors and advocates like Success Academy 
CEO Eva Moskowitz.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Cuomo wants three-year 
mayoral control extension
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MKT 17.005

We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up today.

ENROLL BY JANUARY 31!

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is culturally sensitive, 
fl uent in more than 70 languages and ready to serve over half a million 
members with a robust network of primary care doctors and specialists. 
We’re here today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS
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Congratulations
to tonight’s honorees.
You all make Queens 
a better place to 
work and live.

from 
Friends of Key Luck Club

Congratulations

Ridgewood Savings donates Two grifters guilty 
of tricking old womanBY MARK HALLUM

Ridegwood Savings Bank 
employees volunteered 2,400 
hours and collectively raised 
over $67,000 to donate to vari-
ous charities throughout the 
city over the course of 2016.

Since 2004, Ridgewood 
Savings has operated a 
community reinvestment 
program called “Spirit of 
Ridgewood,” which engag-
es employees to volunteer 
through local 501c3 organi-
zations. This year 340 em-
ployees offered a hand to the 
charity of their choice, with 
147 associates volunteering 
10 or more hours and 29 vol-
unteering over 20 hours of 
service.

 “Through the ‘Spirit 
of Ridgewood’ program we 
participated in 68 events 
and raised over $67,500 all 
through the efforts of our 
employees,” Leonard Stekol, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank’s 
president, said. “This in-
credible effort is rarely rec-
ognized outside the charities 
we help, but so appreciated 
by the directors and the de-

serving people each charity 
helps.”

Charitable organizations 
such as The Interfaith Nu-
trition Network, St. John’s 
Bread and Life, Room to 
Grow, The East 233rd Street 
Senior Center, Yorkville 
Common Pantry, World Vi-
sion, and Forestdale were 
some of the organizations 
that were involved.

Although ‘Spirit of Ridge-
wood’ has only been in exis-
tence since 2004, Ridgewood 
Savings has offered help to 
charities in the program for 

much longer.
Volunteer work from 

Ridgewood Savings Bank ex-
tended beyond city limits to 
The INN, a Hempstead based 
non-profit.

“Ridgewood Savings 
Bank has been a huge sup-
porter of The INN for over 20 
years,” Jean Kelly, executive 
director, said. “Employees 
are front and center at our 
fund-raising events and fa-
miliar faces as volunteers in 
our soup kitchen. They have 
donated countless items that 
guests desperately need for 
daily basic survival, includ-
ing food, clothing and per-
sonal care items.

Rachel McNeil of the 
Bronx-based East 233rd 
Street Senior Center said the 
volunteers offered meaning-
ful work to help the elderly 
at their facility.

“The Ridgewood Savings 
Bank employees stop in, 
bring food, organize the pan-
try and even cook the food 
that is given to the seniors 
at the center. I love that they 
are actively helping our 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Two admitted con art-
ists have been sentenced to 
prison after pleading  guilty 
to bilking an 88-year-old 
Queens woman  out of more 
than  $10,000 in what police 
called a ”found  money” 
scheme.

 Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown iden-
tified the defendants as 
Juanita Lamb, 58, of West 
Palisade Avenue in Engle-
wood, N.J. and Deanna 
Rhett, 60 of West 145th 
Street in Manhattan.

Lamb  pleaded guilty to 
third-degree grand larceny 
and third-degree criminal 
possession of stolen prop-
erty on Nov.17, 2016.Queens 
Supreme Court Justice 
Robert Schwartz sentenced 
her to 2-1/2 to five years 
in prison. On Oct 27,2016  
Rhett also pleaded guilty to 
third-degree grand larceny 
and Schwartz sentenced 
her to two  to four years in 

prison.
A case against a third 

defendant is pending.
Brown said that accord-

ing to the charges, an elder-
ly woman was approached 
around 1:30 p.m. on the 
afternoon of Aug.1, 2015 at 
77th Street and 31st Avenue 
in Jackson Heights by the 
defendant , who engaged 
the older woman in conver-
sation. As they chatted they 
were approached by Rhett, 
who showed a purse filled 
with what appeared to be 
$100,000.

Rhett told the elderly 
woman she had found the 
money and would share 
it with the victim if she 
helped pay the taxes due on 
“found money.”

At that point Lamb drove 
up and offered to  give the 
older woman a ride home, 
The three then concocted 
a plan to meet again to pay 
the taxes, then split the 
money,

Continued on Page 32 Continued on Page 32

Ridgewood Savings Bank employ-
ees helped raised over $65,000 for 
charity.
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
JAN. 22ND 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer!
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

BY MARK HALLUM

Linda Landau, 78, was tak-
en to Queens Hospital Center 
along with her 84-year-old 
husband of 53 years, Ronald 
Landau, who was in stable 
condition, after a fire ripped 
through their Fresh Mead-
ows home Friday night, ac-
cording to police. Landau 
succumbed to her injuries, 
while her husband was re-
leased soon after receiving 
treatment for smoke inhala-
tion.

The fire broke out at about 
9:30 p.m. at their home at 
69th Avenue on 180th Street, 
with police from the 107th 
Precinct, FDNY and EMS re-
sponders on scene.

Ronald Landau noticed 
the spark which started the 
fire and raced upstairs to aid 
his wife, but he was forced 
back by the smoke, the Daily 
News reported.

“When he was told that 
she died, he was just devas-
tated,” Landau’s daughter-in-

law Rachael, said.
The fire marshal said the 

cause of the fire was faulty 
wiring in a space heater.

Landau was an amateur 
comedian who began doing 

stand-up at 60 after she re-
tired from teaching English 
as a second language. A 2010 
video posted to YouTube 
shows Landau performing on 
stage at the Broadway Com-
edy Club where she spoke 
lightheartedly about femi-
nism, marriage and death.

As a human and women’s 
rights advocate, Landau took 
the time on stage to talk about 
the misogyny she heard from 
male comedians. But her set 
would progress into subjects 
a little more grim.

“I love cemetery jokes,” 
she said, “because the only 
people you can offend are 
dead.”

Landau had celebrated her 
birthday about a week before 
the fire. She was a mother of 
two, and a grandmother to 
seven children.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Linda Landau, who had a second 
career late in life doing stand-up 
comedy, died in a fire over the 
weekend at her home in Fresh 
Meadows.  YouTube

Fresh Meadows woman, 78, 
dies in Friday night blaze

BRIDGE REDO

After several long delays, construction is set to begin Jan. 30 re-
placing the bridge at Metropolitan Avenue and Fresh Pond Road, 
the border between Middle Village and Ridgewood. To accom-
modate the periodic closing of two major roads, the city Dept. 
of Transportations is changing traffic patterns on 60th Lane be-
tween Eliot Avenue and Metropolitan. Traffic agents are set to 
be on duty at the intersection throughout the construction, ex-
pected to last about six months. DOT



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 2017 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Last week we selected 
our final resting place

718-894-4888
Cremation and Above Ground Burial Sites Available

Now we’re 
living life to 
the fullest.

I am interested in
Mausoleum Space:
Cremation Graves/Niches:

Please Mail To:
St. John’s Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, NY 11379

As indicated, please call/send 
me my FREE packet

Name

Address

Phone:

Email:

TL01/20/1722

 PCT    HHA    CNA 
 MED Billing/Coding 
 M.A    Pharmacy Tech
 EKG/Phlebotomy Tech 
 Fashion Designing
 Media Concepts:  Audio  Video
 Solar Tech    SAP

Call: 718-263-0750

FREE Training If Qualified

US Vets
CALL
NOW

US Vets
CALL
NOW

STUDENTS VISAS @ LOW COST
On Queens Boulevard  Next to E/F Train  Q10 Bus 

8002 Kew Gardens Road, Kew Gardens, New York
WWW.ACCESSQUEENS.COM

JOBS/
NEW CAREER

We Train
& Place!

Come and explore all that Cathedral 
has to offer you! 

Specialized Programs in the field of Medicine, Law and a
Business Academy.
TEM Curriculum featuring Robotics and Coding.
10 AP Courses and 4 languages offered.
Sports include Volleyball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Basketball,
Cheerleading, Softball and Track.
Over 35 clubs and extracurricular activities.

Call to schedule a tour and/or Buddy Day!
�

   
 
   

�

�

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Schools 

Celebrating 110 Years of Empowering Young Women through Education 

50 East 56th Street, New York, NY  10022 
(212) 688-1545 ~ www.cathedralhs.org 

Mini Open House ~ January 25th at 6 PM
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Celebrating the life of a king

Council member Donovan Richards Jr. speaks at the MLK 
breakfast at Antun’s with a helping hand from Donovan III. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine

At the MLK Day show at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center, the Edge School of Dance recreates an Alvin Ailey 
classic. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine

With an electrifying speech, Corine Elmore, 12, wows the crowd of 800 at Antun’s, 
where the 27th annual MLK Awards Breakfast raises money for the United Negro 
College Fund. Photo by Nat Valentine

Honoring what it calls “remnants of ‘The Dream’” the MLK 2017 awards show at Jamaica 
Center for Arts and Learning comes in the middle of a weekend of events and singles out 
community leaders who continue to make a difference. Photo by Nat Valentine

At Queens College, the Dance Theatre of Harlem’s performance 
includes honors for Rev. Floyd Flake (c) and QC President Felix 
Matos Rodriguez (r)) presented by (l-r) Queens Library head 
Dennis Walcott and Borough President Melinda Katz. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (l) and Council 
member Daneek Miller at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center for Miller’s all-star 
MLK celebration. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Sen. Charles Schumer, who is now the highest ranking Democrat of-
ficial in the nation, still makes several appearances in southeast 
Queens for MLK weekend — including this one at United Negro College 
Fun breakfast at Antun’s. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 2017 27  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379info@middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train

M
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le
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ge

 Preparatory Charter
 Sc

h
o
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l

middlevillageprep.org

Applications will be available

online February 1st, 2017

Lottery to be held on April 6th, 2017 at 7pm

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 3rd, 2017

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 201728    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

W
E 

AR
E 

SU
RE

 T
O 

HA
VE

 A
 C

AR
 T

O 
FI

T 
YO

UR
 B

UD
GE

T 
 •

 E
AS

Y 
FI

NA
NC

IN
G!

 B
ES

T 
CH

AN
CE

 T
O 

GE
T 

AP
PR

OV
ED

 IS
 H

ER
E!

 ††

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 1/20/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29481

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#26411

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN VERSA
BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#22150

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 8k mi.

$8,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Queens’ great pride is its rich ethnic diversity.  Peo-
ple flock here from all over the globe to put down roots, 
joining other family members who have established a 
beachhead in one neighborhood or even striking out 
on their own to start their own community.

 The borough president likes to say - actually it’s 
a boast - that Queens has residents from more than 
120 countries who speak over 135 languages.  We are 
known as the “World’s Borough.”

 What better way to acknowledge the invalu-
able contributions these immigrants have made to 
Queens than to honor 25 of them for their vision, 
perseverance and willingness to share their unique 
cultures with all of us.

  Our honorees hail from Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and Europe.  One is a highly celebrated 
chef in America, another is a former member of UN 
peace-keeping missions and still another is a doctor 
who treats indigent patients to ease their pain.

  These newcomers have already left an indelible 
mark on Queens, achieving success despite some tall 
challenges along the way.  At the same time, they 
have never forgotten their roots and are committed to 
giving back to the communities where they now live.

  It is a gift to have them living and working among 
us in the most diverse county in the United States — 
and probably the globe.

TimesLedger Editors

COVER PHOTO; Walter Karling
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In March 2010, Jose Per-
alta became the first Do-
minican-American elected 
to the New York State Sen-
ate after winning a special 
election and was re-elected 
that same year in the gen-
eral election. Peralta has 
since easily won re-election 
in the 2012, 2014 and 2016 
general elections. Prior to 
holding his Senate seat, 
he was elected to the state 
Assembly at the age of 30. 
Peralta served in the lower 
house from 2002 to 2010.

A first generation Do-
minican-American, he is 
the son of parents, who like 
so many others before them, 
came to the United States 
in search of the American 
Dream and a better life for 
their children. He currently 
represents the 13th State 
Senate District, covering 
Jackson Heights, Corona, 
Elmhurst, East Elmhurst, 
and parts of Woodside and 
Astoria, the most diverse 
district in the United States. 
It is the United Nations of 
all state Senate districts.

Peralta has lived in 
Queens since he was 7, 
when his parents moved 
from Manhattan. He is 
a product of the public 
school system in Queens. 
He attended PS 14, IS 61, 
Flushing High School and 
Queens College. He was ac-
tive in student government 
on the Queens campus and 
became the first Latino stu-
dent body vice president.

 As a state legislator, 
Peralta has been an advo-
cate for working families 
and has fought to ensure 
that a quality public educa-
tion is available to all. The 
senator has been the lead-
ing advocate in the fight to 
provide state financial aid 
to undocumented immi-
grants. He is the sponsor of 

the DREAM Act.
Peralta has been a 

strong voice in the struggle 
to relieve school overcrowd-
ing, promote summer read-
ing programs and improve 
the quality of teaching and 
learning. He has also se-
cured tens of millions of 
dollars to build much-need-
ed new schools and reduce 
chronic overcrowding in 
schools, including PS 287, 
PS 307, PS 143, PS 315 and 
PS 330, all located in his 
district. Peralta has also led 
the charge to help secure the 
presence of crossing guards 
at major intersections near 
schools in Queens.

He spearheaded the drive 
to rejuvenate Roosevelt Ave-
nue by launching an all-out 
effort to take back the ac-
tive and busy thoroughfare 
from pimps and other crim-
inals. His vision is to trans-
form Roosevelt Avenue into 
the new Times Square, a 
place for families to enjoy. 
Peralta is a champion of 
working families’ values, 
economic development, job 
creation and is a fighter for 
immigrants’ rights. He has 
been working to protect the 
rights of new Americans 
by ensuring that those who 
have come searching for the 
American Dream and work 
hard get the respect they de-
serve.

Peralta is the ranking 
member of the Senate La-
bor Committee and serves 
as a member of the Cit-
ies; Consumer Protection; 
Crime Victims, Crime and 
Correction; Education; Fi-
nance; and Higher Educa-
tion Committees. He is a 
member of the New York 
Senate Black, Puerto Ri-
can, Hispanic and Asian 
Caucus and of the Puer-
to Rican Hispanic Task 
Force.

S TAT E 
S E NAT ORJOSE PERALTA

JOSE PERALTA
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A SUBSIDIARY OF EMIGRANT BANK

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

Congratulates

 

 

The 2016 Queens 
Ambassador Award 

Winners for their Great 
Contributions to our 

Borough 

FROM THE OFFICE OF SENATOR JOSE PERALTA

State Senator Jose PeraltaCongratulations to our 
BOARD  

PRESIDENT 
JOSEPH HENNESSY 

on being selected as one of the  

Queens Ambassador Award Honorees.

Thank you for your dedication  

and service to our development  

and our community.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,  
FOREST HILLS COOPERATIVE

Local 957
NYC Housing Authority 

Clerical Employees
President Walthene Primus and the 

executive board
 

CONGRATULATE

Shaun Francois I 
President Local 372

on receiving the 
Queens Ambassador Award 2016.

Well deserved!
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Jagir Singh Bains has 
been a fixture in Queens 
since the early 1970s as 
an advocate for Sikh 
culture in the city and 
an active member of the 
community.

A longtime military 
man in his native India, 
Bains retired after serv-
ing from 1950 to 1969 and 
came to the United States 
for better opportunities in 
1974 when he was declined 
citizenship in Zambia, 
where he was assigned.

As a strong cham-
pion for a greater under-
standing of Sikh culture, 
which accounts for only 2 
percent of the population 
of India but is the fifth 
largest religion in the 
world, Bains has made 
the effort to educate New 
Yorkers about his reli-
gion. This is not to ad-
vertise Sikh religion, he 

said, but to explain the 
religion following an out-
break of bigotry.

“Discrimination and 
hate crimes, they were 
there after 9/11,” Bains 
said. “A couple of people 
got shot in gas stations, 
so I spoke about those 
things in the city and the 
state.”

Since Sikhs are often 
confused with Muslims, 
Bains said it is common 
for those in turbans to be 
beaten and killed in bias 
incidents.

Bains has taken a 
prominent role in not 
only the Sikh commu-
nity but in the borough 
at large.

Serving as a delegate 
on the Queens Borough 
President’s General As-
sembly, Bains used the 
opportunity to reach out 
to non-Sikhs about the 

religion’s practices: how 
the turban is tied and the 
significance of keeping 
an unshorn beard.

Bains played a role in 
the NYPD’s recent deci-
sion to change its policy 
to allow Sikh officers 
to serve with beards 
and turbans by speak-
ing out. Facial hair was 
banned for officers be-
cause it interferes with 
gas masks, and turbans 
could only be worn if 
they fit beneath service 
caps. What Bains calls a 
decade-long discussion 
goes back further in the 
borough to 2004 when 
a Richmond Hill police 
officer was reinstated 
to the force after he re-
fused to give up his reli-
gious garb.

Bains said, however, 
the new regulations 
are not enough. Sikh 

officers are allowed 
to have a beard if it is 
trimmed short, but the 
Sikh religion dictates a 
man’s beard must not be 
trimmed to any length.

Originally from the 
Punjab region of North-
ern India, Bains gradu-
ated from Panjab Univer-
sity before serving in the 
Indian Army’s Corp of 
Electrical and Mechani-
cal Engineers from 1950 
to 1969. He retired after 
serving in Zambia for a 
number of years.

After immigrating 
to the United States and 
joining the Postal Ser-
vice, he was appointed 
supervisor of vehicle sup-
plies at the Triborough 
District, which includes 
Queens, Staten Island 
and Brooklyn.

He worked for the 
postal service for 38 years 
and retired in 2015.

Bains has served as a 
member of Community 
Board 8, which covers 
Hollis, since 2002 and 
served as the vice presi-
dent of the Sikh Cultural 
Society. —Mark Hallum

Jagir Singh Bains
Bains advocates for Sikh culture in Queens

JAGIR SINGH BAINS

 

Congratulations to the 2016 Queens Ambassador Awards Honorees! 

Jagir Singh Bains 
Lidia Bastianich 
Irene Cheung 

Winnie Benjamin 
Ricardi Calixte 
Josefa Castro 
K.Y. Chow

Grigore Culian

 Shaun Francois 
 Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam
Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu 
Monica Loja 

Richard Mazda 
Richard Mumith 

Dr. Uma Mysorekar 

Rodrigue Ouattara  
Juan Serrano 
Malini Shah 

Aravella Simotas 
Wesley Sin 

Harbachan Singh 
Ciaran Staunton 
Orlaith Staunton 

 

www.lidiasitaly.com 
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Congratulations to Nonna Lidia and all of the 2016 Queens Ambassador Awards Honorees! 

 

  
 

Best wishes, 
Olivia, Lorenzo, Miles, Ethan & Julia 

www.lidiasitaly.com 

The borough’s most 
famous woman loves her 
home in Douglaston fac-
ing the Little Neck Bay, 
with a little garden where 
her 96-year-old mother 
spends quality time doing 
what she loves. Lidia Bas-
tianich spent a lifetime 
building a media dynasty 
first as a restaurateur, 
than as a celebrity chef, 
a prolific author and the 
Emmy Award-winning 
host of several popular 
TV programs. 

Now a grandmother 
of five, Bastianich’s 
world was very different 
before her family came 
to America.

Born in 1947 amid the 
postwar chaos in Pula, a 
fortified seaport of Istria 
along the Adriatic Coast, 
Lidia Matticchio’s town 
had been part of the Ital-

ian region of Venzia Giu-
lia since 1920 before it 
was annexed by Yugosla-
via in her birth year.

“Times were hard and 
shortages were prevalent 
during my early child-
hood,” Bastianich said. 
“Whenever anyone in 
the village got hold of a 
prosciutto bone, it would 
be passed from one fam-
ily’s pot to another’s un-
til there wasn’t a trace 
of flavor left. Seafood 
was plentiful along the 
coast but largely unhar-
vested for lack of boats 
and fishing gear. But we 
were happy and never 
hungry.”

   She added, “I learned 
from my grandmother to 
use everything. From a 
single scrawny chicken, 
we had a satisfying soup, 
a complex sauce and a 

festive pasta. This is 
the kind of cooking that 
teaches you how to bring 
out the fullest potential 
of a basic ingredient 
through the judicious 
use of herbs and spices.”

After her family came 
to the United States in 
1958 and settled tempo-
rarily in Manhattan, 
Bastianich was trans-
fixed by “the amazing 
bridges and skyscrapers. 
It was just so incredibly 
different from my small 
town of Pula,” she said.

There was a Horn & 
Hardart Automat on the 
corner where her family 
ate most of their meals. A 
short while late, her fam-
ily found relatives in As-
toria and created a home 
there. While attending 
Bryant HS, she met Fe-
lice Bastianich, and af-

ter marrying in 1966, the 
couple opened Buonavia, 
a 30-seat restaurant in 
Forest Hills.

”By 1977, Buonavia 
seated 120 diners with 
people lining up at the 
door every night,” Bas-
tianich said. “Two years 
later we opened Villa Sec-
ondo in the Fresh Mead-
ows section of Queens.”

Now she is the chef/
owner of four acclaimed 
New York City restau-
rants -- Felidia, Becco, 
Esca and Del Posto, as 
well as Lidia’s Pitts-
burgh and Lidia’s Kan-
sas City along with her 
daughter Tanya. With 
her son Joe Bastianich, 
Mario Batali, and Os-
car Farinetti, the team 
opened Eataly, the larg-
est artisinal Italian food 
and wine marketplace in 
the Flatiron District and 
at One World Trade. She 
also opened Eataly mar-
ketplaces in Chicago, 
Sao Paolo, Brazil with 
more locations in Bos-
ton, Toronto and Los An-
geles scheduled to open 
this year.

Bastianich is the 

founder and president of 
Tavola Productions, an 
entertainment company 
that produces high-qual-
ity broadcast produc-
tions.

With her daughter 
Tanya, she has co-writ-
ten five cookbooks, each  

as a companion piece to 
one of her Emmy award-
winning PBS’ series and 
several others on her 
own.  She introduced a 
line of pasta and sauce 
products called “Lidia” 
with her daughter and 
son-in law. —Bill Parry

Lidia Bastianich
Celebrated chef draws on her heritage

 in Istria for global food network

LIDIA BASTIANICH
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Winnie Benjamin has 
used her knowledge of 
business to help small 
business owners across 
the world and in south-
east Queens. Born on the 
Caribbean Island of An-
tigua, Benjamin arrived 
in Queens when she was 
16 years old nearly 40 
years ago. She graduated 
from Jamaica HS and 
took some time off study-
ing cosmetology before 
attending Misericordia 
University in Pennsyl-
vania. 

She said her instinct 
for business started at a 
young age in Antigua.

“As a child in the Ca-
ribbean I worked in a 
garden selling fruit and 
vegetables to hotels,” she 
said. “That really came 
from my parents in the 
Caribbean doing busi-
ness, Since I was 8 years 
old I was helping. It was 
in the genes and blood.”

Benjamin used her 
cosmetology background 
and began working at Re-
naissance Beauty Club 
in Nassau County. She 
would go around the cor-
ner to other businesses, 
volunteer and ask cus-
tomers questions to find 
out what they wanted to 
put in their hair.  She 
would later give them 
her card, building her 
own clientele. 

“I had so many cus-
tomers,” she said. “When 
the manager told me the 
skin care business need-
ed to be built up, I did the 
same thing and built the 
skin care department. I 
was asked to manage the 
spa, came up with sys-
tems that were effective 
and unique. They fell in 
love.” 

Her  supplier came 
back and asked her to 
open a chain of beauty 
salons. She started on 
Merrick Boulevard with 
the opening of the Inter-
national Beauty Salon.

“The Today Show” 
even did a segment on 
the salon in the 1990s 

about how businesses in 
southeast Queens can be 
successful. At the time, 
the salon business was 
so good that it took six 
months for people to get 
an appointment for $65 in 
services while others sa-
lons were charging only 
$35. Benjamin credited 
unique customer service 
and business manage-
ment for the salon’s suc-
cess. In 2003, she sold the 
business and moved to 
Florida. 

From there she trav-
eled to Ghana, Trinidad 
and Tobago and spent 
time as an international 
missionary in the area 
of business. Since she 
returned to the States, 
Benjamin has been an 
active member of the 
Saint Albans Chamber 
of Commerce, a con-
sultant to civic groups, 
churches and the Long 
Island African Ameri-
can Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Since 2013 Benja-
min has been using her 

expertise to help oth-
ers through a series of 
courses at Stewardship 
Masters International, 
where she and her team 
train small business 
owners in leadership 
skills, customer service, 
sales training and team 
development. 

She leads a series of 
workshops and seminars 
in strategic planning and 
collaboration.

“They need to under-
stand the  priority in 
building great relation-
ships,” she said. “When 
relationships form, 
money flows. That’s  my 
mantra. In my business 
we’re teaching univer-
sal principals. If you 
don’t have values, the 
business will never be 
sustainable. That cre-
ates behavior that forms 
the culture that says this 
is a great place to work. 
When they’re happy, 
they send that feeling to 
customers who will die 
for them.” 
 —Gina Martinez

Winnie Benjamin
Antigua-born entrepreneur trains 

small business owners

WINNIE BENJAMIN

Congratulations
and 

Best Wishes 
to

Shaun Francois I
Local 372 President,

John Liu
Former New York City Comptroller

and the other honorees
from the

Offi cers, Staff, and 18,000 Members 
of

SOCIAL SERVICE
EMPLOYEES UNION

LOCAL 371
Anthony Wells, President

Yolanda J. Pumarejo, Executive Vice President 
Juan Ortiz, Secretary Treasurer

Vice Presidents

Carl Cook,
Darek Robinson, 

Armenta Weekes, Patricia Chardavoyne, 
Michelle Akyempong

The Mighty, Mighty Union!

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
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The Queens Economic Development 
Corporation and the Queens Tourism Council 
congratulate three outstanding Times Ledger 

Ambassador Award honorees.

Ricardi Calixte is QEDC’s deputy director. The 
Haiti native works tirelessly with local business 
organizations to improve grass roots economies. 

Richard Mumith won QEDC’s StartUP! 
competition last year. Now the Bangladeshi-
American guide and his Queens Food Tours  

are QTC members.

Wesley Sin is the PR and Marketing Manager 
of F & T Group in Flushing. The Taiwanese 

immigrant works with QTC to promote 
restaurants and attractions.

Thanks to QEDC 
Deputy Director Ricardi 
Calixte’s hard work and 
community outreach ef-
forts, great things have 
been happening here in 
Queens. 

Always a doer, he 
wasted no time in get-
ting the momentum 
going and focusing on 
communities in need 
(i.e. Corona, Jamaica, 
Ozone Park, Richmond 
Hill) when he joined the 
Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp. team a 
decade ago. 

“At the neighborhood 
level, I have worked with 
merchants, property 
owners, elected officials 
and other community 
stakeholders to provide 
technical assistance in 
implementing economic 

development programs, 
particularly focused 
on strengthening local 
neighborhood retail cor-
ridors,” Calixte said. 

“This includes orga-
nizing merchants to es-
tablish formal business 
organizations, guiding 
district marketing cam-
paigns, spearheading 
volunteer-based neigh-
borhood clean-up efforts 
and conducting market 
analysis assessments to 
help guide economic de-
velopment strategies.”

Taking the bull by the 
horns, he also woos shops 
to empty storefronts, gets 
rid of unsightly graffiti, 
and organizes events.

Calixte’s passion 
and penchant for urban 
planning have been the 
driving force behind his 

ability to get things done 
through bold actions and 
policymaking. 

On the individual lev-
el, he provides business 
counseling and train-
ing services to aspiring 
entrepreneurs on all as-
pects of starting a new 
business, and also works 
with many minority and 
women-owned businesses 
to assist with government 
contracting and procure-
ment opportunities.

And his marquee 
achievement? When he 
succeeded in turning 
an ugly duckling into a 
swan. “At Corona Plaza, I 
worked with the Dept. of 
Transportation and com-
munity representatives 
to help transform an un-
der-used parking lot into 
an inviting, vibrant gath-

ering space, now known 
as a festive social and 
business center,” Calixte 
noted. “The plaza has 
become a unifying civic, 
recreational and enter-
tainment destination for 
all the various cultures 
representing the neigh-
borhood of Corona.”  

The Haitian-born 

Queens resident, who 
grew up in Brooklyn and 
came from humble urban 
beginnings, says he likes 
to see local communities 
thrive.

“Ricardi has never 
had a bad day at the of-
fice. He’s always cheer-
ful and happy to get 
involved in projects. I 

especially respect his 
efforts at grassroots eco-
nomic development and 
graffiti removal. But his 
ability to get along with 
others is probably his 
best trait,” said QEDC 
Director of Public Rela-
tions Rob MacKay, who 
nominated Calixte for 
the Queens Ambassador 
Awards.

“We have a great 
team at QEDC that is 
fully committed to pro-
viding the best service 
to our clients and really 
embodies the Queens 
work ethic,” Calixte said 
proudly.

The father of a son 
and a daughter said: 
“As a foodie I can never 
get enough of the eth-
nic cuisines in Queens. 
When I am working out 
in the field, I always 
make sure to stop at a 
local eatery. Every day I 
am out in these different 
communities presents a 
learning experience and 
interaction with some-
one that looks different 
from me or speaks an-
other language.  
 —Tammy Scileppi

Ricardi Calixte
Haitian-born Calixte lights spark 

for communities to get organized

RICARDI CALIXTE
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544 Middle Neck Road, 
Great Neck, NY, United States

Phone: (888) 370 9993

When Josefa Castro 
first got to New York 
City she was uncomfort-
able and decided to leave. 
When she returned, she 
channeled that discom-
fort into a drive to serve 
her community. 

Castro and her young-
er brother Angel followed 
her parents, Francisco 
and Jacinta Zambrano, 
to Bushwick, Brooklyn, 
in the late 1970s after her 
parents had left Ecuador 
earlier in the decade.

Upon arriving in 
Bushwick, Castro said 
she was hit with a cul-
ture shock due to the big 
buildings and fast mov-
ing pace of the city.

“At the beginning 
I was only here for six 
months and then I [chose 
to go] back because I 

wasn’t getting used to it,” 
said Castro. 

 When she came back 
six months after her re-
turn to Ecuador, however, 
she learned a valuable les-
son that would help her 
adjust to life in Brooklyn.

“America is a very 
individualistic society,” 
said Castro. “You have to 
do things by yourself and 
no one is really there to 
give you a hand.”

Castro’s belief in do-
ing “things by yourself” 
was evident when she 
started her community’s 
first Neighborhood Block 
Association.

The York College 
alum realized that her 
neighborhood needed 
help as residents were 
dealing with drugs and 
prostitution.

At age 19, despite 
having no experience 
in community organiz-
ing, Castro decided to do 
something about it.

“Honestly, I didn’t 
even know what I was do-
ing,” she said.

 But with the help of 
city officials from the 
area Castro was able 
to start one of the first 
Neighborhood Block As-
sociations in Bushwick.

In addition to work-
ing with police to cut 
down on the drugs and 
prostitution, the group 
also grew fresh produce 
in the area to provide 
residents with lettuce, 
tomatoes and peppers.

She has carried this 
desire for community 
service into her present 
job at Catholic Charities.

Castro, who has a 
bachelor’s degree from 
York College and a mas-
ter’s degree in social 
work from Fordham Uni-
versity, joined Catholic 
Charities in 1981 as a 
case manager.

After working at mul-

tiple positions at the or-
ganization, she became 
the community integra-
tion director in 2007 and 
has served in that posi-
tion for the last 10 years.

In her job, Castro is 
responsible for identi-
fying needs in various 

parishes in Queens and 
Brooklyn and working to 
fill those needs.

“To be completely hon-
est, when I provide direct 
service, it is the look on a 
client’s face that makes it 
rewarding,” Castro said. 
“When they have either 
started a training pro-
gram or have found a job 
in their field, there is no 
denying the obvious joy 
in their eyes.”

Castro now lives in 
Queens with her hus-
band Pedro Castro.

She calls her time 
since moving from Ecua-
dor to the United States 
“rewarding.”

“I look back at our 
time here and sometimes 
I can’t believe how for-
tunate we are to have 
come to a country like 
the U.S.,” said Castro. “It 
has not been the easiest 
journey, but it is reward-
ing to have been able to 
find a job that I love, live 
in a wonderful commu-
nity and see my children 
grow up and become ac-
tive contributing mem-
bers of society.” 
 —Robert Christie

Josefa Castro
Ecuadorean Catholic Charities director 

fi nds joy in reaching those in need

JOSEFA CASTRO
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Do-gooder and hu-
manitarian Irene Che-
ung is a lucky lady. Each 
day she gets to reap the 
joyful rewards of her 
selfless deeds and hard 
work.

The busy wife and 
mother of three wears 
numerous hats and says 
her mantra has always 
been a strong desire to 
give back and to serve 
her communities.  In 
May 2016, Cheung, who 
is a longtime Little 
Neck resident, became 
a member of Queens 
Community Board 11, 
which serves Bayside, 
Douglaston, Little Neck, 
Auburndale, East Flush-
ing, Oakland Gardens, 
and Hollis Hills.  She 
was nominated by City 
Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik.

It seems her mantra 
was the inspiration be-
hind the Key Luck Club, 
a non-profit community-
based organization she 
founded in 2011.  Every 
Saturday, it provides 
cultural, educational 
and wellness programs 
to older residents at the 
Catholic Charities Bay-
side Senior Center and 
is dedicated to promot-
ing a healthy social life 
for underserved Chinese 
seniors in Queens.

Over the years, the 
program received a spe-
cial recognition award 
for “Outstanding and 
Invaluable Service“ to 
the community from 
Congresswoman Grace 
Meng,  a Certificate of 
Recognition for its ser-
vice to seniors from state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky, and 

an Assembly Citation 
for its excellent service 
to improve the quality of 
life for older adults from 
Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein.

Cheung’s amazing 
compassion for others 
hasn’t gone unnoticed 
either.

For her dedication 
and contribution to the 
community as Key Luck 
Club’s founder, she has 
received many citations 
from City Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, Public 
Advocate Letitia James, 
Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, and 
Grodenchik. 

An immigrant from 
Hong Kong, Cheung has 
been living in Queens 
for over 30 years and has 
focused her time and en-
ergy on enhancing the 

quality of life here. 
She currently works 

as recreation coordina-
tor at the Bayside Senior 
Center and says her big-
gest challenge is recruit-
ing more staff to meet the 
increasing need for ser-
vices. Prior to that, she 
worked as a community 
liaison in the office of for-
mer Councilman Mark 
Weprin for six years.

In her spare time, 
she  has volunteered 
with the Little Neck/
Douglaston Memorial 
Day Parade since March 
2003 and has been an ac-
tive member for 10 years 
of the Asian Advisory 
Council of Queens at 
District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown’s office.

 “As an immigrant, 
she has accomplished 
much and immersed her-

self in the political world 
as a way to help people 
and strengthen our de-
mocracy,” said Susan 
Seinfeld, district manag-
er for Community Board 
11. It is admirable.” 

 Asked about what 
inspires her,  Cheung 
said her parents, who 
influence her “to do 
better and strive for the 
best in life.” —Tammy 
Scileppi

Irene Cheung
Humanitarian promotes healthy social life 

for Chinese seniors in Bayside

IRENE CHEUNG

Congratulations
to tonight’s honorees.
You all make Queens 
a better place to 
work and live.

from 
Friends of Key Luck Club

Congratulations
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K.Y. Chow has taken 
on a diverse array of 
challenges since he first 
moved to New York City 
from his native Hong 
Kong in the late 1980s. 
He began his career as 
a loan syndication mer-
chant banker, handling 
the complex procedures 
associated with massive 
loans, but upon arriv-
ing in the United States 
he soon took charge of a 
small Chinatown print 
shop.

Now Chow heads GM 
Printing, a highly suc-
cessful printing shop 
located in Long Island 
City. Chow’s company 
has been awarded nu-
merous contracts with 
high-profile public and 

private clients, including 
the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey, the 
MTA, CUNY, Con Edison 
and the Museum of the 
Moving Image, to name 
only a few.

Chow has also worked 
hard to strengthen the 
community and op-
portunities for Queens 
entrepreneurs and busi-
nesspeople, with stints 
as a board member  for 
the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce. Chow also 
works to spread his en-
trepreneurship experi-
ence as a keynote speak-
er at seminars.

“They have classes 
for entrepreneurship, 
but the topic is only by 
rote, and they only pres-

ent the knowledge by the 
book. They don’t have 
practical experience,” 
Chow said. “That’s why 
I’ve tried to be a key-
note speaker in so many 
seminars. I’ve wanted to 
share my entrepreneur-
ial experience with my 
fellow businessmen.”

As a loan syndication 
merchant banker, Chow 
managed loans that were 
so sizable that no single 
bank could afford one 
because of the associated 
risk, with the loans rang-
ing from $50 million to 
$500 million. After mov-
ing to the United States, 
the market crash in Oc-
tober 1987 made banks 
wary of utilizing large 
loans and Chow subse-
quently worked in hotel 
management.

In 1993, Chow took 
over management of a 
small printing shop on 
Howard Street in China-
town. The shop was used 
for low-end mass produc-
tion, such as take-out 
menus for restaurants. 
From the beginning, 
Chow wanted to leverage 
his extensive experience 

to take the business in an 
exciting direction.

“If I am running the 
printing shop conven-
tionally, it doesn’t need 
an MBA to run the busi-
ness,” he said. “I learned 
how to set up a printing 
shop in Chinatown.”

In 2007, GM Print-
ing moved to its 18,000 
square-foot-facility in 
Long Island City, where 
it continues to operate. 
It is a certified Minority 
Owned Business, by the 
city and state, as well as 
the New York/New Jer-
sey Minority Supplier 
Development Council. 

GM Printing was hon-
ored as a top 50 small 
business by 1010 WINS 
last year, and also re-
ceived an MBE award 
from TD Bank and New 
York City’s Five Borough 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Chow’s business acumen 
and experience have 
guided him to success in 
multiple ventures, and 
his advice and wisdom 
continue to be a source of 
information for budding 
entrepreneurs. 
 —Patrick Donachie

K.Y. Chow
Chow runs GM Printing after 

career in Hong Kong 
as merchant banker

K.Y. CHOW
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Congratulations to 

KY CHOW 
on your achievement as a recipient of the  
QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARD for 2016

From Your Friend Thomas Pallogudis  
at TJP Wealth Solutions

Thomas J. Pallogudis  Financial Advisor
Park Avenue Securities – Registered Representative

Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). 7 Hanover 
Square, New York, NY 10004, 888-600-4667.  Securities products and advisory services offered through 
PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of 
America® (Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. TJP 
Wealth Solutions is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian.  2017-33930 Exp 01/19

Congratulations 
To all of this year’s 

Queens Ambassador Award 

Recipients!

Especially 

K.Y. Chow 

for all his support

217 Park Row - 2nd floor, Suite 9
New York, NY 10038

 (212) 346-9288
www.ExploreChinatown.com
www.Facebook.com/CPLDC

Twitter: ChinatownNYC

CONGRATULATES THE
QUEENS AMBASSADOR 

AWARD HONOREES 2016

SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS SINCE 1987
Tell us where you are and we will deliver.

National and international deliveries.

Call today to schedule your delivery.
347-724-7044
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Grigore Culian has 
worn many hats during a 
varied and surprising ca-
reer. In his native coun-
try of Romania, he was 
a bass player and singer 
for a popular band, and 
since his arrival in the 
United States, he has 
been an activist and the 
editor and sole reporter 
for a community news-
paper serving the Roma-
nian-American commu-
nity.

“I try to get involved 
in this because I am an 
immigrant myself,” Cu-
lian said about his work 
editing the New York 
Magazin. “I’ve been 
through this and I know 
how hard it is to make it 
in this country.”

Culian originally was 
a bassist and singer, but 

was intimidated and ha-
rassed during the com-
munist reign of Nicolae 
Ceauescu. Culian said he 
was even forbidden from 
playing certain songs 
from American artists 
like Duke Ellington. In 
1989, he decided to defect, 
and while visiting his 
sister in Long Island, re-
quested political asylum 
from the United States. 

After the Romanian 
Revolution later that year, 
he was also able to get 
his wife at the time and 
daughter into the United 
States. Culian lived in 
Long Island for seven 
years before moving to 
Queens, when he started 
to run all the operations 
for a Romanian commu-
nity newspaper in New 
York. Culian later co-

founded New York Maga-
zin with his daughter.

“In my first years, I 
started by fighting strong 
against the communists 
as a defector with politi-
cal asylum,” he said. “And 
little by little, after attend-
ing workshops at The New 
York Times, I learned 
about editorial politics, 
interview techniques, 
and I started to publish 
American news and a 
lot of articles regarding 
American legislation, 
trying to inform non-Eng-
lish-speaking Romanians 
about what’s going on in 
America and Romania.”

Culian operates out 
of his apartment in Rego 
Park, and his paper has 
slowly built a national 
reach. Culian said he 
distributed the paper in 

Ridgewood, Sunnyside 
and other areas with a 
substantial Romanian 
community. Culian said 
he also sends the paper 
to different distribution 
centers in cities like Los 
Angeles, Chicago and 
Cleveland.

Culian also helped to 
form a soccer league for 
Romanians living in New 
York, which he said helps 
to build camaraderie and 
relationships among im-
migrants in the United 
States. This year marks 
20 years since he first 
took over as editor of a 
Romanian community 
newspaper.

“I got lucky because 
the Romanian commu-
nity supported me a lot 
and they helped me,” he 
said, “because when you 
run a newspaper, you 
need some funds. Oth-
erwise, you disappear 
right away.”

Culian also said he 
was particularly proud 
to see the success of his 
daughter, who graduated 
with a masters’ in global 
affairs from New York 
University and works 

with the Washington, 
D.C.-based NGO World 
Resources Institute.

“My greatest achieve-
ment in this country 
is my daughter, the co-

founder of the newspa-
per,” he said. “That’s why 
I’m here in this country. 
I wanted to give her a 
brighter future.”

—Patrick Donachie

Grigore Culian
Former Romanian bassist player runs 

community paper in Queens

GRIGORE CULIAN

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES
To our Outstanding Honorees

Harbachan Singh (former President) and
Irene Cheung (Member, Board of Governors)

 and All recipients of the

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS, 2016

Martha Taylor     David Weprin
  District Leader    District Leader

Anthony Lemma Sr. President
THE SAUL WEPRIN DEMOCRATIC CLUB
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Being the head of a 
union isn’t an easy job. 
But community-mind-
ed Local 372 President 
Shaun D. Francois I truly 
enjoys his work despite 
the many challenges.

He is extremely dedi-
cated to the 23,000-plus, 
city Dept. of Education 
members, who depend 
on him to fight for their 
rights.

After working for the 
old city Board of Edu-
cation for 22 years and 
wearing different hats,  
Francois in August 2014 
was elected president of 
Local 372, the largest in 
District Council 37. In 
November 2014, he be-
came vice president of 
that district. 

A real go-getter, Fran-
cois is known for his 
strong sense of purpose 
and positive outlook. In  
two short years, he has set 
forth and achieved many 
goals aimed at enhanc-
ing DOE employees’ lives.  
He recently launched a 
campaign to end income 
inequality for the lowest 
paid Local 372 workers.

So far, he has signed 
a contract with Mayor de 
Blasio that will increase 
salaries of more than 
2,300 school crossing 
guards, the lowest paid 
in the union.

Francois has also 
deployed a mobile van, 
equipped to service em-
ployees on their work 
sites, and arranged for 
extra school reps as 
well.

He vows not to rest 
until he succeeds in 
making Local 372 strong 
again, “and all members 
have fair, comfortable, 
good paying jobs.” As a 
strong motivator, he says 
he wants his workers to 
feel empowered, know-
ing that someone is fight-
ing on their behalf. 

A Trinidadian, Fran-
cois has come a long way 

since he started with the 
Board of Ed years ago as 
a substitute senior lunch 
helper. He soon became 
active in the labor move-
ment and was elected to 
various leadership spots 
within the union.

In the ‘80s, Francois 
visited D.C. 37, where he 
recalled being drawn to 
the activism and mem-
bers’ dedication. That ex-
perience ignited his de-
sire to “join a union and 
help his fellow man.”

“My community up-
bringing started from 
my mother. She has al-
ways been involved in 
social committees and 
organizations,” he not-
ed. “I quickly adapted 
to those ways and joined 
social organizations 
myself, of course, start-
ing with the Boy Scouts, 
then Civil Air Patrol 
(Air Force academy for 
youths).”

Growing up in 
Queens Village, young 
Shaun took part in his 
school’s social events. “I 

started to become known 
as a people’s person,” he 
quipped. 

When he entered the 
workforce, Francois 
quickly became a defend-
er of wrong-doing for em-
ployees and always spoke 
out against injustice. 

“I was the voice of the 
voiceless,” he recalled. 
“Got in trouble for my co-
workers many times, but 
I felt good knowing I was 
doing the right thing.”

He said landing a job 
with the DOE was his 
best challenge yet and 
the most rewarding as he 
became a shop steward.

“But that role in-
spired me to get on the 
executive board, so I can 
make a difference in de-
cision-making.”

Francois said his de-
sire “to make the future 
better” spurred him to 
run for president of the 
local, while “helping to 
bring back the quality of 
life in the community” 
has been his calling.
 —Tammy Scileppi

Shaun D. 
Francois I

Local 372’s Francois fi ghts 
for DOE’s union members

SHAUN D. FRANCOIS I

DONALD NESBIT, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

MARIA DELAURA, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
DAVID KEYE, SECRETARY-TREASURER

SHIRLEY OLIVER, RECORDING SECRETARY

SANDRA FOWLER, SERGEANT AT ARMS

DALKEITH PALMER, SERGEANT AT ARMS

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Glen Blacks Denise Williams Belinda Banks 
La’ Nette Murphy Dionne D’arrigo  Jermaine Nesbit 
Denise McLain Aida Ross Margaret Muldoon
Pamela J. Armstrong Rodger Murray  Denise Ferrante 

Ana Alvarez

TRUSTEE

Antonio Jordan
 

OUR JOB IS KIDS!
WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF 1.2 MILLION CHILDREN IN THE 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF NEW YORK CITY

CONGRATULATE
OUR OWN 

SHAUN D. FRANCOIS I
LOCAL 372 PRESIDENT ON RECEIVING THE 

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARD 2016

WELL DESERVED!

LOCAL 372 EXECUTIVE BOARD
NEW YORK CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION EMPLOYEES
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Dedicated Commu-
nity Board 6 Chairman 
Joseph Hennessy has 
always cared about is-
sues that affected his 
Forest Hills and Rego 
Park neighborhoods — 
and beyond. He joined 
as a member in 1977 and 
became chairman two 
years later.

The longtime Forest 
Hills resident said he 
gets satisfaction from 
helping people and ac-
complishing something, 
regardless of how big or 
small, seems to be his 
daily mantra. Over the 
decades, Hennessy has 
made notable contribu-
tions that have enhanced 
residents’ lives here in 
Queens. 

Actively working to 
improve the quality of 

life in his community 
since 1976, he started 
shaking things up as 
a Queens Community 
House board member 
(now emeritus), and in 
his role as board presi-
dent at the now 42-year-
old Forest Hills Co-op, 
which includes three 
public housing buildings 
on 108th St. Hennessy, 
who is still president 
there after 39 years, said 
he has always worked 
with the city Housing 
Authority, to maintain 
and develop membership 
at the co-op. These days 
he is involved with its 
future. 

The Irish native came 
to the United States in 
1957 and served in the 
army from 1959 to 1961 – 
in the same outfit where 

Elvis Presley served – the 
3rd Armored Division. 
Hennessy, who recalled 
meeting the rock ‘n’ roll-
er as Presley was leaving 
that unit, recalled that 
“Elvis wished me luck.”

After returning to 
civilian life, he snagged 
a job at a medallion cab 
company in 1963, and be-
came general manager 
after rising through the 
ranks. He said he’s proud 
of the defensive driving 
classes he introduced to 
his drivers.

But Hennessy said his 
proudest moment by far 
was marrying his wife 
Catherine of 46 years, 
whom he met ballroom 
dancing.

 “I think that’s my 
greatest accomplishment, 
that she said ‘yes’ to me,” 

quipped the happy family 
man, who enjoys spend-
ing lots of time with his 
three daughters and six 
grandchildren, the first of 
which was born in Israel, 
where a son-in-law played 
basketball for the Israeli 
national team.

Hennessy has made 
amazing things happen 
through his work with 
CB 6, among them, put-
ting together the crucial 
Community Emergency 
Response Team. Ten 
years ago, he worked 
with his local fire depart-

ment to obtain its much-
needed, life-saving jaws 
of death, and made sure 
the 112th Precinct was 
equipped with a proper 
communications sys-
tem. Of course, the Rego 
Park shopping mall was 
another major project. 
Somehow, he also found 
time to found the par-
ents association at Our 
Lady of Angelus Catholic 
Academy in Rego Park, 
back in the ‘80s.

But Hennessy pointed 
out that one of his biggest 
challenges still remains 
with rezoning areas and 
protecting the quality of 
life in Forest Hills and 
Rego Park. As an ex-
ample, he said  CB 6 is 
concerned about a major 
complex that opened on 
Junction Boulevard and 
62nd Drive that takes up 
an entire city block and 
can cause a lot of traffic.

Hennessy was re-
cently honored with a 
well-deserved Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
from Queens Council of 
the Arts for his service 
to the community.

—Tammy Scileppi 

Joseph Hennessy
Irish-born Chairman Hennessy 
makes things happen in CB6

JOSEPH HENNESSY

May your blessings outnumber the shamrocks that  
grow and may trouble avoid you whereever you go.

Congratulations  
“Ambassador” Hennessy!

Catherine Hennessy  
Patricia Hennessy

Karen & David Bernsley
Sheila & John Thomas 

Clark Davis 
Francine Green

Catherine Hennessy
Patricia Hennessy

Karen & David Bernsley
Sheila & John Thomas 

Clark Davis 
Francine Green

MMMMMMMay your blessings outnumber the shamrocks thhaaattttt
grow and may trouble avoid you whereever you go.
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Dr. Dheeraj Kama-
lam knows the awful 
power of pain. You can 
say his life’s mission has 
been to treat it, lessen 
its effects and heal the 
wounded. 

 As an anesthesiolo-
gist and director of Pain 
Medicine at Elmhurst 
Hospital, he has been 
taking good care of the 
borough’s indigent popu-
lation since March 2008, 
managing patient pain 
levels before, during and 
after surgical procedures 
for trauma victims and 
chronic pain patients.

He said it is challeng-
ing to take care of that 
group of patients with 
the existing resources 
because conditions such 
as low back pain, spinal 
stenosis and degenera-
tive joint disease require 
steroid injections deliv-

ered under fluroscopic 
guidance in the operat-
ing room suite. 

“It is hard to get finan-
cial clearance for these 
people, to get them into 
the operating room for 
these much-needed pro-
cedures,” he said. “Many 
of these patients could 
be currently on disabil-
ity and are unable to be 
productive in the com-
munity. It is crucial that 
these chronic pain pa-
tients need to have their 
pain treated with cutting 
edge interventional and 
other treatment modali-
ties, so that they can be 
returned back to their 
work and communities 
as the productive per-
sons they used to be. 
That is challenging and 
very rewarding.”

A native of India, 
where he was a board-

certified surgeon and 
urologist, Kamalam 
came to the United States 
in July 1995, and did his 
residency in anesthesiol-
ogy at Mt. Sinai Hospital 
in Manhattan, as well as 
fellowships in Pain Med-
icine and Critical Care 
Medicine at the now 
Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mt. Sinai.  Later, he 
worked as an anesthesi-
ologist and pain physi-
cian in Guam, where he 
was honored with the 
Guahan award for com-
munity service by the 
governor.

As an anesthesiolo-
gist, Kamalam said his 
working atmosphere in 
Elmhurst Hospital is 
that of a Level 1 trauma 
center, “where we take 
care of severe trauma 
victims from motor ve-
hicle accidents, gunshot 

wounds, stab wounds 
and the like, which need 
high quality medical at-
tention and emergent 
surgeries and stabiliza-
tion to help them survive 
the massive trauma.” 

 Elmhurst has a 
trauma operating room, 
which is always ready 
for treatment of these 
victims, including mas-
sive blood transfusions, 
with a 24-hour staffed 
blood bank on site. 

“This requires a lot of 
specialized care and I am 
part of the trauma team, 
along with surgeons and 
critical care nurses that 
take care of the trau-
ma victims in Queens, 
whether they have insur-
ance or not,” he noted.

“Those are some of the 
challenges we face. In spite 
of the paucity of resources, 
we have been able to deliv-

er high quality care to the 
community.” 

 His proudest mo-
ments occurred when the 
pain clinic was moved to 
the more spacious second 
floor and upgraded with 
more staff.

“How well the unin-
sured and underinsured 

are taken care of, directly 
impacts the health of the 
rest of the community 
as a significant number 
of this indigent popula-
tion work in restaurants 
and other professions 
that impact the rest of the 
community,” he noted.
 —Tammy Scileppi

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam
Doctor alleviates pain for poor patients at Elmhurst Hospital

DR. DHEERAJ KAMALAM

In 1984, Saywalah 
Kesselly arrived in the 
United States on a multi-
entry visa with a one-way 
ticket from Liberia. He 
had two shirts, his Boy 
Scout uniform and $20, 
which he paid the cabbie 
to drive to the doorstep 
of a friend of a friend’s 
house. Kesselly wanted 
to further his education. 

Shortly after his visa 
expired.

As an undocumented 
“illegal,”, he did his stint 
of minimum wage jobs. 
“I’d go to 14th Street and 
pay someone—$56— to 
get a job,” lying about his 
experience, he recalled.  
He got fired from his first 

job— dishwashing.  Sub-
sequently he worked as a 
messenger, delivery boy, 
and short order cook. 

Two years after ar-
riving, he got married, 
changed his immigra-
tion status and trans-
ferred from Hostos to 
Baruch College.  

Working a variety of 
jobs while in school, Say-
walah earned his bache-
lor’s degree in Economics, 
in 1991. He went on to be 
employed as a bookkeeper 
and then the comptroller 
of an electrical company.  

When two African-
American youth were 
shot in his neighbor-
hood, Saywalah knew he 

needed to do something.
In 2003, he opened the 

doors of the African Cen-
ter for Community Em-
powerment, a safe center 
to nurture and guide 
youth and their families 
in southeast Queens. 
The girls and boys, ages 
7-21, come from African-
American, Hispanic, 
Asian, West Indian, and 

South American back-
grounds. The center has 
also evolved into a com-
munity center for adults. 

Some 350 to 400 youth 
yearly are drawn to the 
center. 

Saywalah is the ex-
ecutive director and em-
phasizes the impact of 
the one-on-one mentor-
ing program that helps 

the young people find 
their own identity. 

“In our after-school 
program we help our 
youth think for them-
selves and develop criti-
cal thinking,” he said.

The center also pro-
vides a high school and 
college prep program in 
addition to a youth lead-
ership program.

“We have a 98 per-
cent to 100 success rate 
passing the citywide 
elementary and junior 
high tests,” Saywalah 
boasted.

One success story 
follows a young unruly 
teenager who reported 
her father to ACS after 
he disciplined her by 
spanking. The center’s 
mediation service posi-
tively transformed the 
situation. The center is 
an advocate for children, 
parents or the system 
and acts as a bridge be-
tween the three.

“She’s now in college 
and returns to tutor stu-
dents here,” Saywalah 
proudly reported. “There 
are many returnees that 
serve as mentors or tu-

tors. We stay in touch; 
they don’t leave us.” 

Saywalah pointed out 
the center’s adult classes 
include financial lit-
eracy, learning concepts 
of new math, and health 
workshops. 

On the board of other 
local community organi-
zations,  Saywalah is also 
passionately working to 
establish a community-
based credit union in 
southeast Queens. 

“My greatest joy is 
seeing young people 
make something of them-
selves,” Saywalah said, 
and not be deterred by 
funding challenges.

Asked ‘What does be-
ing an American mean?’  
Saywalah answered, “It 
means freedom and the 
challenges that go with 
freedom.  It means the 
ability to pursue your 
aspirations and your 
dreams.  For me that 
means my family (a sup-
portive wife and three 
daughters), my education 
and the fact that I can 
help impact and trans-
form lives.” 
 —Tequila Minsky

Saywalah 
Kesselly

Liberian immigrant helps 
SE Queens youths set goals

SAYWALAH KESSELLY
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

When she received a 
letter asking for a candi-
date for the Queens Am-
bassador Awards, Kew 
Gardens activist Carol 
Lacks, said she immedi-
ately thought of Monica 
Loja as “a perfect fit for 
this award.”

A native of Ecuador, 
Loja, 29, came to the 
United States at age 15 to 
be with her family and 
to follow her dreams. 
They lived in Jackson 
Heights and she attended 
Newtown High School 
in Elmhurst. But adjust-
ing to her new home 
and neighborhood was a 
challenge. And her Eng-
lish was limited.

“The first day here 
was extremely hot — it 

was the day after the city 
suffered the blackout. 
The city was nothing 
like it was portrayed in 
the movies or TV, at least 
the ones I watched,” Loja 
recalled. “My family 
lives close to Roosevelt 
Avenue, an area where 
different Latino cultures 
are the most prevalent. 
I was surprised that al-
most everyone on the 
streets spoke Spanish. I 
felt out of place and not, 
at the same time. It was 
hard. I cried almost ev-
ery day.”

But in time her giving 
spirit and compassion 
for others would compel 
the newcomer to become 
more involved in her 
community and help her 
neighbors and fellow im-
migrants. 

After receiving a BA 
in Sociology and Inter-
national Studies from 
City College, Loja finally 
found a job in her field 
of study. While attend-
ing a career fair, she was 
offered an opportunity 
with the River Fund in 
Richmond Hill, an local 
food pantry and poverty 
frontline center.

“When she joined 
the staff in 2013, I liked 
her immediately,” said 
Lacks, who has volun-
teered there for several 
years. “Dreams do come 
true if you’re dedicated, 
committed, focused, 
and willing to take the 
steps to make them into 
a reality. Monica has all 
of these strengths and 
many more.”

Before long, every-

body’s “Monica!” became 
“a trusted and much 
loved advocate in the La-
tino community,” accord-
ing to the River Fund’s 
director of development, 
Kris Czerniachowicz.

As the face of the River 
Fund in that community, 
Loja dealt with an arse-
nal of interventions for its 

growing number of clients 
(1,000 or so per month), 
who were pouring into 
that office from all over 
the city and beyond. 

“Less than a year af-
ter her start with us, it 
was clear that Monica 
had the nature, instincts 
and commitment to be 
groomed as a manager 

within the River Fund’s 
culture and a year later, 
she officially became 
our benefits access man-
ager,” Chief Production 
Officer Otto Starzmann 
noted.

Loja said she enjoys 
working at the River 
Fund “because of the 
hugs and smiles from the 
clients, co-workers, and 
volunteers.” 

“We have become a 
team of friends working 
against poverty,” she 
added. “I have to thank 
my CEO, Swami Durga 
Das, for teaching me that 
serving from the heart is 
easier than doing it sim-
ply as a job description.”

The awardee said her 
beloved grandparents, 
who are “wise, loving 
people,” had a positive 
influence on her life, and 
she always remembers 
what her grandfather 
used to say: “You never 
look down at someone 
who needs your help, and 
help if you can help. Even 
if you have your best 
dress on, you go and help 
them, no matter who they 
are.” —Tammy Scileppi

Monica Loja
Ecuadorean manager dispenses hope

 at River Fund poverty center

MONICA LOJA

Flushing resident 
John Liu has been an in-
spiration for the Asian 
community in Queens 
and around the city since 
he became the first Asian 
American elected to the 
City Council is 2001. Liu 
then became the first 
Asian American elected 
to a citywide office in New 
York City when he became 
the comptroller in 2009 
keeping a watchful eye on 
the Bloomberg adminis-
tration’s spending.

“Over the past four 
years I’m pretty satisfied 
-- if not proud outright -- 
of the $5 billion we have 
saved through audits, 
very vigorous audits and 
contract reviews,” he 
told TimesLedger News-
papers after his term 

ended in 2014. “This is $5 
billion that would have 
otherwise led to steeper 
cuts in services in the 
budget.”

While serving as  
comptroller, Liu made 
it a goal to create more 
transparency at the city 
Department of Educa-
tion and the city Eco-
nomic Development 
Corp., which often put 
him at odds with Mayor 
Bloomberg. 

“It’s somewhat dis-
heartening to be accused 
of politics when you were 
just simply trying to do 
our job, especially when 
it came to our audits and 
our review and sometimes 
rejection of contracts,” 
Liu said. “I just feel that 
the Bloomberg adminis-

tration’s definition of be-
ing political is when you 
didn’t agree with them 
100 percent of the time, 
which we didn’t. But 
people of this city elected 
me to do the job of comp-
troller independently and 
I can look everybody in 
the face and say I did the 
job independently, that’s 
what counts.”

Liu was born Chun 
Liu in Taiwan in 1976 be-
fore moving to the Unit-
ed States with his family 
at the age of 5. In honor 
of John F. Kennedy, his 
father changed his name 
to John.

After graduating from 
the prestigious Bronx 
Science HS, Liu earned a 
degree in mathematical 
physics from Bingham-
ton University in 1988 
and went on to manage 
a team of actuaries at 
PricewaterhouseCoo -
pers. From there, Liu 
served two terms on the 
City Council where he 
chaired the transit com-
mittee  and in 2009 he was 
elected to serve as the 
city’s chief fiscal and au-
diting officer. Liu set his 

sights on Gracie Mansion 
but finished fourth in the 
Democratic primary won 
by the eventual mayor 
Bill de Blasio in 2013

Liu became one of the 
leaders of the Asian Po-
litical Leadership Fund, 
a federally designated 
527 fund whose purpose 
is to promote political 
leadership from within 
the Asian-American 
community.

He made another go 
at political office in 2014 
when he challenged in-
cumbent state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), los-
ing by nearly 500 votes. 
He waited more than a 
week to concede defeat.

“To have served our 
great city for 12 years -- 
first as a member of the 
New York City Council 
and then as city comp-
troller -- has been an awe-
some privilege, much be-
yond my expectation and 
imagination as an immi-
grant kid growing up in 
public schools,” he said. 
“The future brings con-
tinuing opportunities: to 
serve the public through 
volunteerism, to speak 

out for needed change 
through media, and to 
share expertise through 
academia. While I may 
not hold elected office, I 
will be actively involved 

and engaged in commu-
nity issues and affairs.”

Liu is currently teach-
ing municipal finance 
and policy at Baruch Col-
lege. —Bill Parry

John Liu
Ex-city offi cial forges path 
for Asian-American pols

JOHN LIU
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CONGRATULATIONS
JOSEPH  

HENNESSY
On a well deserved  

honor to a wonderful 
leader and a very  

special human being.

Officers and Members  

of Community Board 6
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If you live in Queens 
or visit often, and have 
a love of theater and the 
arts, you have likely 
frequented The Secret 
Theatre in the heart of 
the creative and evolv-
ing community of Long 
Island City. 

This uber-popular 
venue, which is close to 
Silvercup Studios and 
PS1 MOMA, has been 
hosting amazing produc-
tions and performances 
for years, while attract-
ing audiences from ev-
erywhere. The Secret 
Theatre’s dedicated and 
highly driven artistic 
director and producer, 
Richard Mazda – the man 
behind the curtain – has 
become quite a celebrity 
in these parts. 

Despite daunting 
challenges, he has tire-

lessly donated his time, 
money and energies to 
making sure his theater 
is a success. And in so 
doing, he has improved 
the quality of life for 
thousands of locals. 
And many LIC residents 
would probably agree 
that their neighbor has 
helped transform their 
area from an arts des-
ert to a thriving artistic 
hub. 

“It’s a struggle at 
times to keep the theater 
doors open, but I feel that 
it is now a part of the fab-
ric of the cultural life of 
Queens,” Mazda said. 

He added: “I invested 
almost $100,000 of my 
own money, which I do 
not expect to recoup.”

The tough British im-
migrant has always been 
an extremely commu-

nity-minded person. In 
fact, before immigrating 
here, he founded an Arts 
Festival in the Camber-
well section of London 
that is still going on over 
20 years later. 

Remembering his 
most memorable show, 
the talented actor pointed 
to his captivating role as 
Richard III in a produc-
tion of the Shakespeare 
classic at The Secret The-
atre. “This iconic villain 
was such a blast to play, 
I spent a year memoriz-
ing the lines, and this 
is my favorite role,” he 
quipped.

And when asked about 
his biggest challenge, 
Mazda admitted that it 
was “coming from a blue 
collar background and 
not having much finan-
cial support or access to 

further education, and 
having to figure out how 
to have a career in the 
arts.”

A devoted husband, 
Mazda wished to share 
his fondest memory: 

“My wedding to Lesley 
Ann Mazda. The day was 
made even more memo-
rable than an average 
wedding since my moth-
er passed away the day 
before our ceremony,” 

he recalled sadly. “She 
had been sick, but the 
hospital was intending 
to bring her to our wed-
ding. When she passed, 
the support and love of 
family and friends on 
that bittersweet day will 
live with me forever.”

Most folks don’t know 
that in his former life, 
the theater lover had 
achieved musical fame. 

“I got my first record 
deal after standing out-
side the BBC; I waited for 
a well-known deejay who 
took the record from us,” 
Mazda said. “He played 
it on the BBC and then 
played it every night for 
over a month. After that, 
everyone tried to sign 
our band. We signed to 
Virgin Records.”

Then, revealing his 
proudest moment, he 
noted that it was, “pick-
ing up my ASCAP award 
for writing R&B No. 1, 
“How Long,” alongside 
my heroes, The Isley 
Brothers, Common and 
Jimmy Jam and Terry 
Lewis – at a ceremony in 
New York.”  
 —Tammy Scileppi

Richard Mazda
Secret Theatre director had early success 

as famous musician in London

RICHARD MAZDA

Long Island City res-
ident Richard Mumith 
is bringing money into 
what he describes as an 
undiscovered borough 
through an overlooked 
tourism commodity: 
food.

As the owner of 
Queens Food Tours, 
Mumith’s business is 
not only many people’s 
first point-of-contact 
with the borough, it is 
also the No.1 attraction 
leading them away from 
Manhattan. The tour 
gives customers a wide 
variety of culinary 
tastes and is a reflec-
tion of the diversity of 
Queens, home borough 
since he was a year old. 
He was born in Bangla-
desh, and his family left 
to pursue better oppor-
tunities.

“I never felt Queens 

was the place you would 
bring a double-decker 
bus to. I just felt  if that’s 
how they’re planning 
to bring tourists into 
Queens, I said ‘good 
luck,’” said Mumith, 
“How do we entice peo-
ple to leave the comfort 
of the city to come to a 
borough that they hard-
ly know?”

But inspiration came 
after a visit to Chi-
cago, where Mumith, a 
foodie, discovered the 
best method for luring 
people to his home bor-
ough.

“Of all the boroughs 
that deserve a food tour, 
why not Queens?” said 
Mumith, noting that 
food tours are often in 
the top five activities 
for tourists on TripAd-
visor or Yelp.

On TripAdvisor, 

there are only about 20 
tours in Queens com-
pared to 1,200 in Man-
hattan. Queens Food 
Tours, which launched 
in 2014 is currently rat-
ed No. 1 in Queens.

What came as a sur-
prise for Mumith after 
the initial launch was 
the demographic he 
was attracting. About 
90 percent of the cus-
tomer base was from 
Queens, Manhattan 
and Brooklyn, he found. 
The consensus Mumith 
gathered about why 
New Yorkers were the 
biggest customer group 
was that although they 
lived in the city, they 
had little to no familiar-
ity with Queens.

Since the launch, 
Queens Food Tours has 
received a grant from 
Citi Group of $10,000 
to expand its business. 
Mumith attributed win-
ning the grant to the 
impact his company has 
had on the community.

Queens Food Tours 
brings foot traffic and 
pays for every food item 
at the restaurants they 

partner with.
Mumith brought 

around 700 custom-
ers to Long Island City 
last year who return to 
restaurants in the area 
after learning what 
Queens has to offer.

By combining the his-
tory and culture of the 
neighborhood, Mumith 
was able to attract peo-
ple to Long Island City, 
which is a good transi-
tion for people from oth-
er boroughs because it 
is industrial, urban, and 
just across the river from 
Manhattan.

Customers are often 
mistaken when they tell 
Mumith they came to 
Queens to get out of the 
city. He reminds them 
not only are they in New 
York City, but they are 
in the largest and most 
diverse borough.

“We are the quintes-
sential representation 
for New York City, just 
without the crowd,” 
Mumith said.

Mumith will be 
setting his sights on 
Jackson Heights next.
 —Mark Hallum

Richard Mumith
Entrepreneur lures visitors with his Queens Food Tours

RICHARD MUMITH
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Find us on 
Facebook & Twitter

Your child deserves a very special summer!

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545

516-626-1100

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
MARCH 19TH 
NOON-3 PM

CONGRATULATES THE WINNERS OF 

THE QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Thank you for 
all your tremendous contributions 
to the great borough of Queens
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Rodrigue Ouattara 
fled Bukina Faso, losing 
two brothers to political 
strife.  In 2011, he entered 
the United States as a stu-
dent when he was 24. 

An actor in his own 
country, Ouattara had 
an uncle who paid tuition 
for him to study acting 
in California. Then his 
uncle died in an accident 
and there was no more 
support. 

“I couldn’t pay rent or 
work,” he said.

 Ouattara made his 
way to New York and 
then Maryland, where 
he worked long hours as 
a cook in an Indian res-
taurant while he sought 

political asylum. 
Referred by Lutheran 

Legal Services, Ouattara 
found Maria Blacque-
Belair, one of last year’s 
Queens Impact Awards 
recipients, who runs the 
Refugee and Immigration 
Fund asylum orientation 
center that provides in-
formation about the asy-
lum process, pro bono 
lawyers, evaluations for 
the immigration court as 
well as counseling.

“She helped me find 
a good lawyer, calls to 
check on me and referred 
me to a psychologist at 
Harlem Hospital,” he 
said.  “I have found a sec-
ond home here.” 

Ouattara took the 
two-month RIF training 
at Brooklyn Grange, the 
world’s largest rooftop 
soil farm atop the Stan-
dard Motor Parts build-
ing in Long Island City. 
The experience not only 
helped with the stress 
of the asylum process, 
but it resonated with 
his personal interest in 
farming.  

Impressed that one 
could farm on rooftops, 
Ouattara learned differ-
ent farming methods, 
studied the timing of 
planting and harvesting 
and was taught how to 
set up complicated ir-
rigation systems.  The 
Brooklyn and Long Is-
land City roof farms 
grow sweet and hot pep-
pers, onions, kale, and 
cherry tomatoes, bought 
by local restaurants and 
farmers markets.

Due to his immense 
dedication and hard 
work, Brooklyn Grange 
then hired him and he 
now assists the Design 
and Installation team 
with greening projects 
throughout the city.  

“I’ve seen Rodrigue 
for five years, from the 
start,” Blacque-Belair 
said.  “And despite his 
challenges, he is inspir-
ing. He is so positive; he 
is a can-do person. And 
now he works with and 
even hires  other refu-
gees.” 

Rodrigue’s mantra is 
“never say never.” Con-
fronted by work chal-

lenges, he will try one, 
two or three times to get 
something done. 

“I always encourage 
others and stay posi-
tive,” he said, tapping his 
natural upbeat attitude 
to help motivate those he 
works with.

He has also main-
tained this demeanor 
through his trying and 
lengthy navigation of the 

immigration limbo. 
In addition to his part-

time Grange job back in 
2012-13, Ouattara took 
the two-month Made-in-
New York filmmaking 
training program. With 
a continued affection for 
acting, he has worked on 
two different TV show 
sets.   

But he also loves his 
Brooklyn Grange job - 
now full-time - and all 
the people he meets. In 
the winter, the crew has 
clients — outside jobs, 
landscaping, private 
yards, and has worked 
installing fountains.  

Recently, Rodrigue 
married and is happily 
expecting his first child. 

“Being in America is 
a big joy for me,” he said. 
“I have freedom. I’m not 
a caged bird anymore. I 
have freedom of speech 
without being killed. I 
have found a lot of oppor-
tunities and this is one 
of them. You can make 
a lot of things happen if 
you’re not lazy. There 
are a lot of opportunities. 
It’s all on the table.”  
 —Tequila Minsky

Rodrique 
Ouattara

African refugee fi nds peace 
in rooftop farming in LIC

RODRIQUE OUATTARA

Uma Mysorekar came 
to the United States in 
1970 solely to study medi-
cine, and in three years 
was already part of the 
inception of the Hindu 
Temple Society of North 
America and the Ganesh 
Temple in Flushing.

The OBGYN from 
Bangalore, India, landed 
in Queens after complet-
ing a residency at Long 
Island Jewish Medical 
Center, where she settled 
and started a practice 
of her own. In Elmhurst 
and Flushing at the time, 
Mysorekar was the only fe-
male OBGYN and enjoyed 

a high level of success.
But Mysorekar was 

also a devout follower 
of the Hindu religion, 
which drew her into 
creating a center for the 
Hindu population and 
spurring community in-
volvement.

“I’ve always been 
quite religious, as I was 
raised that way back 
home, and I also wanted 
to be part of a volun-
teer force,” Mysorekar 
said, explaining why 
she wanted to establish 
more than a place solely 
for worship. “That was 
my dream to build a 

community center, so 
it’s not just for the Hindu 
community but the en-
tire community. What 
we have today is serving 
that purpose.”

The Hindu Temple 

Society offers a broad 
array of services at 45-57 
Bowne St., in Flushing. 
A canteen in the lower 
level of the facility fea-
tures a variety of foods 
from the southern re-

gions of India.
The most common 

Indian cuisine known to 
Americans originates in 
the northern reaches of 
the country, where more 
meat is incorporated. 
The canteen at the Ga-
nesh Temple is vegetari-
an only and alcohol-free.

A party room and an 
auditorium offer a full 
array of amenities open 
to the entire community.

The birth of Ganesh, 
a hindu god known as 
the Destroyer of Obsta-
cles, is celebrated every 
year at the temple and 
starts with prayer which 
spills out into the streets 
where a statue is parad-
ed down Main Street.

“Flushing is a very 
diverse community and 
I think we must sustain 
that,” Mysorekar said, 
“so we have reached out 
to almost every com-
munity in this area. We 
are working very closely 
with the Korean commu-
nity, we celebrate inde-
pendence days together. 
Chinese Lunar New 
Year, we do take part. We 
have senior programs 

where they participate 
in ours and we partici-
pate in theirs.”

But the Hindu Tem-
ple Society was off to a 
rough start during its 
first days in Flushing. 
Neighbors unfamiliar 
with the Hindu religion 
thought a cult was mov-
ing in on their street and 
the noise from certain 
celebrations was not wel-
come, Mysorekar said. 
But the OBGYN tact-
fully handled opposition 
and created an amicable 
relationship with former 
detractors by opening up 
channels of communica-
tion.

After writing letters 
to community members 
and inviting members 
to engage in celebrations 
and gatherings, any sus-
picion melted away and 
has not been back since, 
according to Mysorekar.

Mysorekar has also 
extended her support to 
orphans in the United 
States and India, taking 
a leading role in  fund-
raising for the Aid to the 
Disabled, Orphaned and 
Poor. —Mark Hallum

Dr. Uma 
Mysorekar

Hindu Temple Society’s 
founder reaches far beyond 

Indian community

DR. UMA MYSOREKAR



A25  TIMESLEDGER.COM QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS, JAN. 20-26, 2017BT FT TL

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Juan Serrano has 
spent most of his life 
serving his country. 

Serrano was born in 
Quito, Equador, in 1980. 
His parents had visited 
the States for about 10 
years before they decided 
to settle as a family in Ja-
maica. Serrano remem-
bers flying into New York 
on a Friday and starting 
school at Our Lady of the 
Cenacle in Richmond 
Hill on Monday. 

Serrano lived in Ja-
maica for seven years 
until he moved to Hollis 
at 17. And in 2000, at 19, 
he left for the Marines, 
a decision that would 
shape the rest of his life. 

“I’m the last of three 
and I decided I didn’t 
want to put my family in 
a bigger whole,” he said. 

“This country had given 
so much to me and I want-
ed to do community work, 
work with government, 
so I decided to enlist and 
go to the Marines.”

Serrano, an infantry-
man, was shipped out in 
2000 and joined Parris Is-
land Second Recruiting 
Training Battalion. He 
was deployed four times 
to Japan and Iraq. In 
2004 Serrano sustained 
a neck injury when his 
humvee rolled over and 
was assigned to desk 
duty as a recruiter for 
three years. In 2009, Ser-
rano was diagnosed with 
a fractured neck. 

“I always had in mind 
to be a careerist,” he 
said.  “Unfortunately, my 
body gave out,  I knew 
the best thing for my 

unit was to be medically 
discharged.”

A week after coming 
back, Serrano enrolled 
in St. John’s and studied 
law, earning a degree in 
Criminal Justice Leader-
ship. While at St. John’s  
he worked with an orga-
nization that supported 
returning vets. 

“As soon as I got to 
St. John’s I saw that 
there was a high enroll-
ment of vets,” he said. 
“The vets didn’t know 
how to cope with tran-
sition, it was difficult 
for them. We decided to 
get together and started 
working with the dean 
and admissions to help 
vets navigate the finan-
cial responsibility and 
the new challenge of 
going to a four-year uni-

versity.”
 Serrano was ap-

proached to work at 
Northwell Health Mili-
tary, which provides vet-
erans’ health services.

“In my mind I’m 

thinking I’m an infantry 
guy, I didn’t like doctors, 
and my background was 
law, I didn’t see myself 
working with health 
care.  But I realized that 
there was more to North-

well than just doctors.”
Serrano took a posi-

tion as manager of the 
World Trade Center clin-
ic in Kew Gardens, 

“It became very inter-
esting,” he said. “We pro-
vided medical service to 
World Trade Center first 
responders, we offered 
payments for services 
rendered, and it was the 
opportunity to interact 
with first responders. 
I realized that  first re-
sponders and veterans 
have a shared bond.”

After two years at 
the WTC clinic Serrano 
became director of the 
Military and Veterans 
Liaison Services at 
Northwell for veterans 
and their families. The 
group has become the 
largest private employer 
of veterans in the state. 
He currently oversees 
12 different programs in 
support of veterans. 

‘The irony in it is that 
I never once thought af-
ter I left the military I 
would be afforded the op-
portunity to help those 
that were there for us,” 
he said. —Gina Martinez

Juan Serrano
Ecuadorean-born vet transforms 

Northwell’s military services

JUAN SERRANO

The leadership 
of 

Northwell Health 
Congratulates 

Juan Serrano 
for 

being a true 

Queens Ambassador

Plaxall congratulates
Richard Mazda
 and all of the 

Queens Ambassador 
Honorees

Thank you for all you do 
for our community!

The Kirby, Pfohl, and 
Quigley Families 

and all of us at Plaxall 

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM • (718) 784-4800
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Ever since arriving 
in Queens, Malini Shah 
has made it her goal to 
make a positive impact 
in the community.

Shah and her husband 
elected to settle in Bay-
side despite having other 
nearby options. The de-
cision to choose Bayside 
over the other areas was 
an easy one to make, ac-
cording to Shah. 

“When my husband 
was settled here, we had 
a choice of Queens or 
Brooklyn and we chose 
to build our home in 
Queens,” she said. “I 
love Bayside and the 
fact that it’s so diverse. I 
love the cultural aspect 
and I love all the differ-
ent types of people. For 
you to be able to live in 
a place, you have to love 

it and know that’s where 
you want to be.”

In Bayside, Shah has 
become a well-known 
community leader in ad-
dition to being the presi-
dent of her diamond 
company, Difference 
Inc., which her husband 
founded. She took over 
the company in 2001 
and has since run the 
business independently 
to provide a variety of 
high-quality products to 
her loyal customers. 

Aside from her de-
manding job with her 
jewelry company, she 
also founded Nritya 
Kala Kendra Inc., a cul-
tural organization dedi-
cated to preserving and 
promoting the ancient 
and modern arts of In-
dia. Shah is particularly 

proud of NKK and what 
the group does to help 
bring the community 
closer together. 

“We have been bring-
ing workshops to chil-
dren and adults,” she 
said. “Whenever they 
are visiting New York, 
we give them an oppor-
tunity to interact and 
contribute so they have 
something and some-
where to go in their free 
time. It’s lovely to inter-
act with kids and be able 
to share everything I’ve 
learned.”

Shah believes her past 
life experience helped 
her prepare her for her 
role with NKK. She had 
been a successful edu-
cator in India with two 
bachelor degrees in Arts 
and Childhood Educa-

tion and spent more than 
30 years teaching chil-
dren in some of India’s 
most prestigious schools. 
She has also traveled the 
world as part of the Indi-
an delegation of the Indi-
an Council for Cultural 

Relations headed by the 
former vice president of 
India. 

“After coming to New 
York, I thought maybe I 
should brainstorm and 
think of how I could give 
back to the community 

with a non-profit and I 
chose to use my expertise 
to do that in the form of 
art and culture because 
I’ve seen and learned so 
much from visiting sev-
eral different countries,” 
Shah said. 

Shah’s passion for 
helping others is clear. 
In addition to her work 
with NKK, she is cur-
rently a community 
and cultural liaison for 
Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside). She 
always wanted to share 
her passion for her 
culture, but expressed 
gratitude that she has 
the support of her hus-
band. Without it, she 
may not have accom-
plished everything she 
has to date. 

“One of the most im-
portant things is that 
your family supports 
you and I’m thankful 
my husband supports 
my passion and love for 
what I’m doing,” Shah 
said. “He gets involved 
and loves that I do it. It 
makes me feel very good 
and I just love what I 
do.” — Zach Gewelb

Malini Shah
Indian jeweler gives back to Bayside 

as founder of cultural group

MALINI SHAH
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Awards
honorees
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to the great borough 
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“Hello is the word of 
God” is a maxim Ara-
vella Simotas learned 
from her father, work-
ing alongside him in 
the family’s Queens deli 
in Woodside. Aravella 
was 12 when she began 
a regular Sunday shift 
with her dad, who put 
in 18-hour days Monday 
through Saturday and 13 
hours on Sundays.

The Simotas family 
emigrated from the island 
of Cephalonia, Greece, 
seeking opportunities for 
a better life when Simotas 
was an infant. She has 
lived in Astoria her whole 
American life.

In 2009, she was one 
of the youngest members 
at  age 31 elected to the 
state Assembly,  where 
she represents Astoria, 

Long Island City and 
other neighborhoods in 
western Queens. 

Simotas recalled 
those Sundays when her 
father told her of experi-
ences back home, talking 
to her as an adult.  

“He was always nice 
to a cranky homeless 
man who would stop by 
the store,” she remem-
bered. “He told me the 
man had a hard life and 
had problems that he un-
derstood.”

Simotas’s parents did 
not read English and 
from the age of 12 she was 
balancing the checkbook. 
She learned so many les-
sons at a young age and 
those words of her father 
were put to use into her 
adult life.

Her parents always 

encouraged education.
 A product of the pub-

lic schools in Queens, she 
went on to Fordham Uni-
versity as an undergradu-
ate.   While at Fordham 
Law School, she was a 
legislative aide in the City 
Council, gaining experi-
ence in nitty-gritty fight-
ing to get things done.

In that role, she was 
a part of the victory to 
halt the New York Power 
Authority’s expansion of 
power plants in north-
west Queens, which 
prevented adding more 
pollution to the neigh-
borhood. In school, she 
was the managing editor 
of the  Environmental 
Law Journal.

Subsequently, Aravel-
la left the practice of law 
to enter public service.

On the home front she 
can be seen at a rally fight-
ing evictions of low-in-
come tenants, at a senior 
center panel on scams 
and fraud or hosting with 
the United Community 
Civic Action a town hall 
meeting bringing panel-
ists from public agencies 
to discuss local issues.

In Albany, the Assem-
bly member championed 
“Rape is Rape” legisla-
tion, a bill to reform the 
penal code that defines 
rape to include other 
forms of forced sexual 
contact.  “It was very 
hard to pass in the As-
sembly and in 2013 it did, 
and every year since,” 
she says. It has yet to 
pass the Senate.

Her rape testing bill 
became law in November 
and requires timely test-
ing and reporting of rape 
kit results.

As a result of her 
work, she was asked to 
chair the Women’s Is-
sues committee and she 
sits on 10 other commit-
tees and task forces as 
well. She was just ap-
pointed to the powerful 

Administrative Regula-
tions Review Commis-
sion, a bipartisan group 
that oversees every state 
agency’s rules.

 Aravella Simotas is 
married with a 4-year-
old daughter.  

 “I was raised with 
the value that you work 
hard.  It’s not easy, but 
you have to work, and 

if you do, you’ll become 
successful,” she says. 

From her years on 
Community Board 1,  
other civic engagement, 
to elected office,  Ara-
vella Simotas focuses 
her concerns on all ages,   
always with a  goal to im-
prove her community’s 
quality of life. --Tequila 
Minsky

Aravella Simotas
Astoria assemblywoman learned 
compassion from Greek father

ARAVELLA SIMOTAS

Since arriving in the Unit-
ed States from his native Tai-
wan, Wesley Sin has become 
an innovative and influential 
presence in the Queens com-
munity.

He currently works as a 
marketing manager at the 
F&T Group, a real estate devel-
opment company with offices 
in New York and China. The 
group’s New York office is in 
Flushing. The group shepherds 
many projects in the city, in-
cluding the Queens Crossing 
Mall in Flushing and 123 Third 
Avenue in Manhattan.

Sin graduated from Na-
tional Taiwan University with 
a B.A. in political science and 
international relations. He 
continued his education in the 
United States, earning a mas-
ter’s degree in Media, Culture 
and Communication from the 
Steinhardt School at New 

York University. As a market-
ing manager, Sin has worked 
on numerous art exhibitions 
and events in concert with 
the Queens Council on the 
Arts, Queen Arts Express and 
Queens Library. These have 
included the Queens Crossing 
Christmas Outdoor Installa-
tion and 2011’s CURATE NYC 
art show. 

Sin has worked with the 
Flushing Chinese Business 
Association, the American 
Alliance of Chinese Associa-
tions, the Chinese American 
Planning Council and other 
organizations to help with 
numerous cultural events, in-
cluding the annual Flushing 
Lunar New Year Parade and 
New Year Indoor Celebration, 
as well as annual celebrations 
for Mother’s Day. 

As the marketing manager, 
he has also been responsible 

for marketing events in F&T 
Group properties, including 
Queens Crossing Mall, One 
Fulton Square and Flushing 
Commons. Sin has also been 
involved in helping to make 
Queens Taste and Queens Res-
taurant Week such successes.

Sin wrote and photo-
graphed the 2014 and 2015 edi-
tions of “Travel in New York,” 
which is available in Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, mainland China, 
Singapore and Malaysia. 
He is the host of “It Style in 
North America” in addition 
to numerous freelance writ-
ing opportunities. His dual 
roles as writer and market-
ing manager have made him 
a prominent fixture in the 
Queens and Flushing com-
munity, a tireless proponent 
of all the exciting events and 
opportunities Queens has to 
offer. —Patrick Donachie

Wesley Sin
Sin brings creative force to Queens 
as marketing manager in Flushing

WESLEY SIN
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 Holliswood resident 
Harbachan Singh has 
spent his entire life serv-
ing his community. 

 His first job was in 
his homeland of Malay-
sia, where he served on 
the police force as an 
interpreter in his early 
20s. At 27 he resigned 
from the police depart-
ment and finished his 
law degree. Singh at-
tended the Honourable 
Society of Lincoln Inn 
in England where he be-
came a barrister-at-law. 
He practiced law for only 
a year and then came to 
the United States in 1969 
to work at the United Na-
tions. 

At the UN Singh 
worked on the Commit-
tee of Contracts, where 
he and his team reviewed 

and approved all con-
tracts before they were 
entered, including the 
chartering of ships, trans-
fer of equipment and leas-
ing of aircrafts. His work 
included two dangerous 
peace-keeping missions 
around the world. 

“These missions car-
ried the risk of danger,” 
he said. “When I went 
to missions in Iraq and 
Temor, there were two 
dangerous circumstanc-
es, under which you put 
your life in jeopardy. 
You sometimes escape by 
sheer luck.”

In 2003 Singh went on 
a peace-keeping mission 
in Iraq after  President 
Saddam Hussein occu-
pied Kuwait. According 
to Singh, Hussein stole 
art treasures, planes 

and vehicles took them 
back to Iraq and one of 
the cease fire resolutions 
with the United Nations 
was that he would return 
all that he stole.

“In 2003 I was in 
charge of the group to 
get everything from 
Sadaam and return it to 
Kuwait,” he said.  “There 
were gold bricks from 
various banks, museum 
pieces, library books, ve-
hicles from showrooms, 
aircraft, seas vessels. 
We got a lot of stuff back 
from him.”

In 2004 Singh went on 
another peace-keeping 
mission, this time in 
East Temor. At the time 
the country was occu-
pied by neighboring In-
donesia. The United Na-
tions went to ascertain if 

the country wanted to re-
main under Indonesian 
control or if it wanted 
independence. After a 
referendum the people 
of East Temor voted for 
independence. 

Singh came back to 
the United Nations and 
retired after being a con-

sultant for a few months
“Then I  became in-

terested in community 
activities and joined the 
Queens Civic Congress 
and various organiza-
tions. I  gradually rose 
in ranks over time and 
became president of the 
QCC,” he said.

Singh is also president 
of the advisory board of 
the Holocaust Center at 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College, first vice 
president of the com-
munity advisory board 
of  Queens Hospital Cen-
ter, and a member of the 
Global Organization of 
People of Indian Origin.

Singh said his work 
with the civic congress 
was a natural next step 
after spending so much 
time working to help 
people. 

“It’s very hard, very 
frustrating, but very 
fulfilling,” he said. “I en-
joy working with people 
and serving. Working in 
the UN gives you very 
special teaching skills, 
you get to work with all 
different nationalities, 
so you feel you can com-
municate with anyone. 
Queens is a mini United 
Nations. You have hun-
dreds of dialects and 
all the nationalities are 
represented in Queens. 
Queens, like the UN, is 
a melting pot. It’s very 
beautiful.”  
 —Gina Martinez

Harbachan Singh
Sikh lawyer works for Queens civics 

after UN peacekeeping missions

HARBACHAN SINGH

www.racc.ro



A30    TIMESLEDGER.COMQUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS, JAN. 20-26, 2017 BT FT TL

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Ciaran and Orlaith 
Staunton were living 
their American dream 
with their two children in 
Sunnyside Gardens when 
tragedy struck in March 
2012. Their 12-year-old son 
Rory slipped while playing 
basketball at the Garden 
School in Jackson Heights 
and he cut his arm. 

Instead of sending 
him to the school nurse, 
his gym teacher applied 
two Band-Aids without 
cleaning Rory’s wound. 
He awoke around mid-
night in terrible pain 
and by morning he had a 
fever of 104 degrees.

Rory’s pediatrician 
passed it off as a stomach 
flu and suggested taking 
him to the hospital for re-

hydration and fluids, tell-
ing the Stauntons it was 
“nothing to worry about.” 
They took their son to the 
ER department at a ma-
jor medical institution 
in Manhattan, where he 
was treated with two bags 
of intravenous fluids and 
given a prescription for 
an anti-nausea drug.

After three vials of 
blood were taken for test-
ing, they were told it was 
a stomach virus and the 
Stauntons brought Rory 
home.

By Friday evening, un-
known to Rory’s parents, 
their son was gravely ill. 
He was in septic shock 
from bacteria that en-
tered his blood through 
the cut. The results of the 

blood tests had not been 
read by the doctor who 
had ordered them.

On April 1, 2012, four 
days after he had fallen 
in the gym, Rory died and 
subsequently the Staun-
tons discovered that he 
had been stricken by sep-
sis. In the United States, 
sepsis affects more than 
one million Americans 
annually and kills more 
than 258,000.

“We had not heard of 
sepsis before his death. We 
discovered after his death 
that sepsis is the leading 
pediatric killer worldwide. 
It also kills more Ameri-
cans than breast cancer, 
lung cancer and stroke 
combined,” the Stauntons 
said. “Since Rory’s death 

we have worked round the 
clock to raise awareness of 
this devastating killer and 
to improve procedures 
in pediatric emergency 
rooms to ensure that no 
other family suffers this 
devastating loss.”

The couple formed the 
Rory Staunton Founda-
tion to educate both chil-
dren and adults about 
what sepsis is and how to 
spot the signs. 

According to the 
Mayo Clinic, sepsis is a 
potentially life-threat-

ening complication of 
an infection that occurs 
when chemicals released 
into the bloodstream to 
fight the infection trig-
ger inflammatory re-
sponses throughout the 
body. The inflammation 
can set off a cascade of 
changes that can damage 
multiple organ systems, 
causing them to fail.

In 2013, the Stauntons 
championed “Rory’s Reg-
ulations,” which were an-
nounced by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and made New 

York the first state to re-
quire all hospitals to adopt 
practices to identify and 
treat the deadly infection 
early on. The Stauntons 
began to receive letters 
from families crediting 
awareness about saving 
their children’s lives.

“We will continue 
his fight,” the Stauntons 
said. “Rory should not 
have died. He continues 
to inspire us and he will 
live forever in the work 
we do in his name.”  
 — Bill Parry

Ciaran & Orlaith 
Staunton

Irish couple raises awareness of disease 

Congressman Joe Crowley | 14th Congressional District
Paid for and authorized by Crowley for Congress.

Congratulations 
to all of this year’s 

Queens Ambassador Award 

Winners!

CIARAN AND ORLAITH STAUNTON

AVTAR SINGH TINNA 
D.D.S

Complete Family Dental Care

24 Hour Emergency Service

Medicaid Private and Insurance Accepted

Congratulates
Jagir Singh Bains 

on receiving the Queens 
Ambassador Award 2016

(718) 291-1200
168-33 Hillside Avenue, Jamaica, N.Y. 11432
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Residential & Commercial Mortgages 

Robert Peck, Sales Manager - NMLS# 859221 - 212.850.4738 - PeckR@emigrant.com 

Congratulations to the recipients that will celebrated and 
honored at the Queens Ambassador Awards Gala!
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Emily Lui, Emigrant Mortgage Consultant - NMLS# 344503 - 347.276.8123 - LuiE@emigrantmortgage.com 

79-01 Broadway 
Elmhurst, New York 11373 
(718) 334-4000 
nychealthandhospitals.org/elmhurst 
 

Congratulations to Dheeraj Kamalam, MD  
Anesthesiologist, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst  

and all of this year’s  
“Queens Ambassador Awards” honorees. 

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, part of the NYC Health + Hospitals health care system, is a major tertiary 
care provider in the heart of the borough of Queens. Elmhurst has 545 beds and is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an Emer-
gency Heart Care Station and a 911-Receiving Hospital. It is a premiere health care organization for key areas such as 
Hip and Knee Surgery, Cardiology, Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Medicine, and Renal and Mental Health 
Services. We are dedicated to providing high-quality, compassionate care to our community. 
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Serving the Queens Community for over 45 years

69-47 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale
718-386-3014    zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch 
Restaurant & Pork Store

would like to congratulate the 
Queens Ambassador Honorees.
Thank you for making Queens a better place
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS
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Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 1/20/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

DS & BUDGET!

RECEIVE A 
32” SAMSUNG 

LED TV 
with every pre-owned 

vehicle purchase

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

$11,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#23408

$10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$27,000
'13 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#30304

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

24k miles, Stk#24152

'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS
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development. The guidance 
mentors provide can be the 
difference in a young person’s 
life.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
has taken a firm stance on 
working on behalf of youth as 
the chairman of the City Coun-
cil’s Committee on Education 
and served for 25 years as a 
public school teacher before 
being elected in 2010. 

“This new mentoring ini-

tiative means a brighter fu-
ture for New York City high 
school youth,” Dromm said. 
“By connecting students with 
accomplished professionals, 
these programs will have a 
tremendous positive impact 
on these students’ grades and 
careers. I commend the mayor 
for putting our children on the 
pathway to success and will 
continue to work alongside the 
administration to support this 
important effort.”

Students at risk for falling 
off track are 37 percent less 
likely to skip class, 81 percent 
more likely to engage in extra-

curricular activities, 55 per-
cent more likely to enroll in 
college and 130 percent more 
likely to hold leadership posi-
tions in the future.

The first step of the initia-
tive was the “Good for Me, 
Good for My City” campaign, 
which enlisted the help of 20 
New York City business such 
as Citi, Con Edison and Ameri-
can Express to engage employ-
ees as volunteers. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

were all very positive and ex-
cited and that’s the ways it has 
to be, you keep working.”

Jawin said movements like 
this are necessary to battle op-
pression. 

“The women’s movement, 

civil rights movement, they 
don’t happen right away — it 
takes years,” she said. “The 
women’s movement took 100 
years, and we’re still fighting 
to protect what we won, so we 
have to take the long view. 
When you have centuries of 
oppression, you can’t do away 
with it in a minute. You have 
to keep educating and fight-
ing.”

Anyone interested in 
marching with the Center for 
the Women’s of New York can 
email Jawin at centerwny@
yahoo.com for details on where 
to meet.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

exciting time to celebrate 
him with such uncertainty 
out there...and I’m very 
excited to celebrate former 
Congressman Flake who is 
a great leader and has done 
so much for the borough of 
Queens.”

During her speech, 
Wills spoke about being 
the ancestor of slaves, one 
that was a soldier during 
the Civil War and how her 
great, great, grandfather 
and mother fought to be 
recognized in their own 
country. 

“They bought my grand-
father Sandy when he was 

10 years old,” Wills said. 
“When it came to my grand-
pa Sandy Wills he wrote 
occupation farmer (on his 
enlistment papers)... I re-
mind students today that 
this man had the presence 
of mind to determine who 
he was, not how the world 
saw him.” 

Later in the night she 
displayed a copy of the 
Emancipation Proclama-
tion that she received as a 
gift. Wills intends on going 
to Tennessee to where her 
ancestors were buried and 
building a school near their 
gravesite in their honor. 

Performing at the event 
was the Dance Theater of 
Harlem. 

neighborhoods are diverse, 
inclusive, and rich in op-
portunity. We’ve changed 
the way we work to ensure 
that we achieve more af-
fordable housing for every 
public dollar spent, and 
that our housing reaches 
the New Yorkers who need 
it most.”

Been will depart City 
Hall Feb. 6. The mayor an-
nounced Tuesday that Ma-
ria Torres-Springer, the 
president and CEO of the 
New York City Economic 
Development Corporation, 
would take over Been’s post 
at Housing while James 
Patchett takes over as the 
leader at NYCEDC.

“As progressive thinkers 
and proven deal makers, Ma-
ria and James have worked 
closely with me to advance 
our most important initia-
tives,” de Blasio said. “To-
gether, we will continue to 
build on the successes of our 
first three years, and make 
this city fairer and more af-
fordable for everyone.”

Torres-Springer oversaw 
the implementation of the 
Citywide Ferry Service that 
will be coming to Rockaway, 
Astoria and a second land-
ing in Long Island City this 
summer. She has been in 
charge of other notable proj-
ects in Queens such as the 
Downtown Far Rockaway 
Neighborhood Plan and the 
new industrial center in 
Ozone Park.

At NYCEDC Torres-
Springer’s work included 
creating large affordable 
housing projects with mixed 

use retail and community 
spaces.

“Having grown up in Sec-
tion 8 housing, I know first-
hand that the work we do 
is a lifeline to hundreds of 
thousands of families,” Tor-
res-Springer said. “Hous-
ing is the top expense for 
New Yorkers, and for far too 
many rising rents threaten 
their ability to stay in the 
city they love. I’ve spent 
my career helping people 
secure better jobs with bet-
ter wages, and developing 
neighborhood projects that 
provide affordable homes 
and economic opportunity. 
Vicki leaves big shoes to 
fill, but I’m honored to have 
a chance to keep up the 
record-breaking progress 
she’s achieved.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

since 2013. This rapid prog-
ress has inspired us to expand 
that goal to 1,000 MW of solar 
power citywide, which has the 
potential to power more than 
250,000 homes. There’s only 
one New York, and we must do 
everything we can to ensure 
it’s protected for future gen-
erations.”

Queens has seen 1,703 new 

installations since 2014, ac-
cording to the city, and is ca-
pable of producing 18.5 MW of 
energy.

Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) is 
chairman of the Council’s 
Committee on Environmental 
Protection. 

“I am proud that we have 
reached a total of more than 
8,000 solar installations [city-
wide] in 2016, which will bring 
us closer toward our goal of 
reducing carbon emissions 
80percent by 2050,” he said in 

September. 
At the state level, Gov. An-

drew Cuomo has set similar 
goals to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 80 percent, gen-
erate 50 percent of electricity 
from renewable sources and 
decrease energy consumption 
in buildings by 23 percent by 
2050 through his ‘Reforming 
the Energy Vision’ program. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

Solar

Continued from Page 4 

Torres

Continued from Page 9 

MLK

Continued from Page 5 

Youth

Continued from Page 5 

March NYC

Queens topped the list for fastest growing in solar installations throughout the state.

Together, we 

will continue 

to build on 

the success 

of our fi rst 

three years 

and make this 

city fairer 

and more 

affordable for 

everyone.

Bill de Blasio



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 2017 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 201732    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

cause,” she said.
Room to Grow is a Man-

hattan-based organization 
dedicated to offering care to 
impoverished children for the 
first three years of their lives.

“Ridgewood’s generosity 
and their teams of volunteers 
help support Room to Grow in 
our mission to enrich the lives 
of babies born into poverty 
throughout their critical first 
three years of development,” 
said Bethany Brichta, external 
relations for the organization. 
“Room to Grow provides one-
on-one parenting education 
and all the needed baby essen-
tials to families dedicated to 
giving their children the best 
possible start in life.”

Ridgewood Savings is a 
Queens-based bank founded in 
1921 and serves communities 
in Manhattan, the Bronx and 
Long Island. It is the largest 
mutual savings bank in New 
York state, with over $5 billion 
in assets 34 branches.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

On Aug. 3, 2015 thee 
three defendants picked 
up the older woman at her 
Queens home and drove 
her to the Queens County 
Savings Bank, where she 

went into the bank and 
withdrew $10,300 in cash.  
The trio drove her back 
home and said they need-

ed identification to pay 
the taxes, but the woman 
discovered they had dis-
appeared with her money 
when she came out with 

the papers.y.
 The Police Organized 

Theft Squad said stopped 
the defendants’ car and a 
search revealed $3,100 on 
the door beneath the driv-
er’s seat. Another $4,100 
was on the f loor of the 
front passenger seat as 

well as $3,100 discovered 
in the third defendant’s 
waistband. The police 
also found an assortment 
of wig wigs and $100 bills 
with the paper wrappers 
saying “for theatrical 
use.

       

Continued from Page 22 

Scam

Continued from Page 22 

Charity

Ridgewood Savings Bank employees helped raised over $65,000 for charity.
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Sacred Heart Catholic Academy Offers:

Science Lab, Computer Lab with Laptops, I-Pads, Chromebooks, SMARTBoards™, Foreign Language K-8th Grade,  
Automated Library, Art, Music, Physical Education, Extended Day Program until 6 pm, Extracurricular Programs 

including Oil Painting, Intramural Sports, Student Council, Computer, Choir, History Club, Math 9,  
Academic Intervention Service, Setts, Earth Science Regents Participation and Service Program.

MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION
National Catholic Education Association Membership

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service

REGISTRATION DATES:
Sunday, January 29th .............................................11:00 am to 1:30 pm
Monday, January 30th – Friday, February 3rd ....... 8:30 am to 2:00 pm
Tuesday, January 31st ...............................................7:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Wednesday, February 1st .........................................5:00 pm to 6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY
Academic instruction and faith formation in an atmosphere built on love, trust, respect, and integrity.  

We welcome new families to our nurturing school community. .

• Italian, Physical Education, Computer
Technology, Art & Music classes for
Nursery - Grade 8

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Half and Full Day Nursery and Pre-Kindergarten.
Flexible scheduling available

• Full day Kindergarten and Grades 1 through 8
• New York State Certified Teachers
• Catholic faith formation coupled with

•

•
•
•

• Exceed NYC, NYS, & Diocesan scores on
New York State ELA & Math exams

• rth Science Regents Program

• Extra-curricular activities include Chess Club,
Sports, Math/ELA Enrichment, School
Newsletter, 
Drama Club —  this year we present 

• Yellow school bus service for K - 6
• Student Support Services available on site

•
• Brand new state of the art wi-fi in all

classrooms
• Fully air conditioned classrooms
• New communication system throughout 

school
• iLit program for grades 7 and 8 utilizes

Chromebooks and iPads

• Student Exploration program for project
based learning

•

14-45 143 Street
Whitestone, New York 11357
(718) 746-1479
www.holytrinitywhitestone.com

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY
A Roman Catholic School of Excellence

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY 

JANUARY, 29
12:00 - 2:00 PM
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

An Elmhurst mother who con-
fessed to killing her 15-month-old 
daughter earlier this month was 
arraigned at her hospital bed on a 
murder charge, the Queens district 
attorney said. 

Shangbo Xiangshengjie, 33, who 
has been hospitalized at Elmhurst 
Hospital Center since Jan. 3,  was 
arraigned via a two-way video with 
the Queens Criminal Courthouse in 
Kew Gardens, DA Richard Brown 
said. She was charged with  sec-
ond- degree murder and two counts 
of criminal possession of a weapon, 
Brown said. 

According to court documents 
Xiangshengjie called 911 Jan. 3 and 
told the operator she had murdered 
her 15-month-old daughter, Sanggye 
Lhakyi, earlier that day. Xiangsh-
engjie allegedly admitted to police 
that at 12 p.m. she strangled her 
daughter with a phone charger and a 
piece of fabric until she became un-
responsive and she did not offer any 
aid or call anyone for help until dial-
ing 911 six hours later, the Queens 
DA said. 

 “This is truly a very sad case in 
which a 15-month-old baby lost her 

life allegedly at the hands of her own 
mother – the woman who was sup-
posed to nurture and care for her,” 
Brown said. “If the allegations prove 
true, the defendant will have to live 
the rest of her life knowing that her 
actions and hers alone were respon-
sible for the death of her child.”

Xiangshengjie faces up to 25 years 
in prison if convicted. She is cur-
rently being held without bail and 
was set to return to court on Feb. 8

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

May 2016 to homicidal asphyxiation 
from neck compression. Furher has 
not been charged with the homicide. 
Police said investigations were on-
going. 

Kraus-Breslin emigrated from 
Germany and had two children and 
four grandkids. She was married 
until her husband died 15 years ago. 
Kraus-Breslin worked part time at 

Rudy’s Bakery in Ridgewood. The 
owner, Toni Binati, described Kraus-
Breslin as someone who never acted 
her age, was active and healthy and 
loved the outdoors. According to 
Binati, Fuhrer moved in with his 
grandmother after trouble with his 
mother and became Kraus-Breslin’s 
main caregiver.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Join us in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week

 
1/29/2017 through 2/4/2017

Sunday..................................... Mass 10:00 AM in Church
Tours 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Monday ..................................... Super Helping Hero Day
Tuesday .................................. Pajama Day and Storytime
Wednesday ......................... Grandparents’ Day 9:00 AM
Thursday ....................Open House 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
 Careers in STEM Community Fair 7 PM – 8:30 PM
Friday ..................Student and Faculty Appreciation Day
Saturday ....................................................... Family Bingo

 

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
Sunday, January 29: 11:00AM–12:30 PM

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 1/30, 1/31, 2/2 
7:30 AM-2:00 PM

Wednesday, 2/1 7:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M.
Friday, 2/3 7:30 A.M.-11:00 A.M.

Nursery Half Day and Full Day Programs

FREE Pre-K For All Program

Kindergarten through Grade 8

Comprehensive Technology Program
featuring iPads & Chromebooks

Art, Music, Physical Education, 
Foreign Language Classes

Interactive Whiteboards & SmartBoards
in ALL homerooms

CYO Sports, Girl Scouts

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM

ACADEM
Y

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT ACADEMY

34-45 202nd Street, Bayside, NY 11361

OLBSACADEMY.ORG

In 2014, Liu attempted to re-enter 
the political arena by challenging 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
for his seat in a primary. Liu ran at 
the urging of the Queens Democratic 
Party, which sought a challenger for 
Avella after he joined the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference. The 
IDC periodically aligns itself with 
state Senate Republicans. 

The IDC attempted to sidestep 
the looming threat of primary chal-

lenges by forming a power-sharing 
agreement, and support for Liu’s 
run dropped afterwards. In the af-
termath, Avella received support 
from former U.S. Rep. Steve Israel, 
who represented parts of northeast 
Queens, and Mayor de Blasio, who 
Avella is now challenging for may-
or.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 16 

Ridgewood body

Continued from Page 18 

Liu

Elmhurst mom charged 
in her baby’s murder



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 20–26, 2017 35  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

At The Mary Louis
Academy, you will
fi nd your voice –
distinctive, confi dent,
intelligent, creative
and empowered –
a voice that will be
one of your greatest
assets in life.

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, 
New York.  Accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools and 
Chartered by the State of NY.
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Play our digital scratch-off from 
Sun, 1/22 thru Sat, 1/28 for a 
chance to throw the ultimate 
Big Game party this year! 
 

FIRST  PRIZE:  1 of 7 
$250 Shopping Sprees

SECOND PRIZE:  1 of 35
$100 Shopping Sprees from 
Associated, Met & Pioneer  

Supermarkets

PICK UP SUNDAY’S DAILY 
NEWS FOR DETAILS!
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BY PUMA PEARL

On Nov. 9, 2016, I woke up 
numb. 

Then I wrote a poem. Social 
media exploded with rage and 
argument. My Texan poet bud-
dy Justin Booth and I made a 
pact to post poems, lyrics, and 
quotes. Diane di Prima. Amiri 
Baraka. Bad Brains. I sought to 
commune with other artists. 

“According to Percy Shel-
ley, ‘Poets are the unacknowl-
edged legislators of the world,’” 

said Hoboken poet Danny Shot, 
who was also interested in ac-
tivist events. “In this time of 
potential darkness, we will 
have to work that much harder 
to bring light into the world.”

Poets Protest Against 
Trump, a nationwide action 
that took place over the week-
end, was definitely a force for 
light. 

Alan Kaufman, the novel-
ist, memoirist, and poet who 
organized the Sunday gather-
ing on the steps City Hall, told 
me he created the event “as a 
result of my own shocked dis-
belief at this election.”

Kaufman saw the fear ris-
ing around the country, and 
started bringing artists to-
gether to stand against it.

“My response to fear has 
always been to act in defiance 
of it,” he said. “The greater the 

fear, the larger the action. I 
needed someone with an exist-
ing organization in place, and 
contacted Michael Rothenberg 
of 100 Thousand Poets For 
Change, asking him to join me 
in rallying the nation’s poets 
to rise up. Together we con-
tacted poets from New York to 
San Francisco, and in no time, 
poet protests sprang up in cit-
ies and towns across the U.S.”

Rothenberg, a Tallahas-
see resident, created several 
similar events in Florida. “I 
feel that it is my job to do what 
I can to enable and empower 
all of these poets’ and artists’ 
actions, and to bring our re-
sources together,” he told me. 
“We must move away from 
empire building and towards 
unity.”

A group of poets gathered 
at 1 p.m. on the steps of City 

Hall. Kaufman opened the 
reading with his poem, “Let 
Us,” dedicated to “the poets of 
January 15 and the women of 
January 21 (the poem recently 
appeared in our sister publi-
cation, The Villager, and is 
available online at thevillager.
com). Kaufman invited people 
to “just jump in.” 

And in freewheeling, non-
elitist fashion, everyone who 
wanted to got the chance to 
mount the steps and offer his 
or her unique perspective.

Maria de Los Angeles, a 
visual artist, brought a poem, 
“Who Am I?” 

“I am here with words to 
show diversity. We are a di-
verse country that is fictional-
ized as white. It has never been 
white,” she said.

When you see me, what do 

you see?
I feel like an Undocumented 

artist….
But I see an American who 

is Free.

Queens resident Ron Kolm 
is a founder of the Unbearables, 
a collective of underground art-
ists and writers. He provided a 
humorous note in “Hitler Was 
Wrong (And Donald Trump 
Is Too).” He shared with me 
his theory that Hitler came to 
power due to his resemblance 
to Charlie Chaplin, and sees a 
particularly chilling similar-
ity in Trump’s election.

There probably 
Wouldn’t have been
A Bill Clinton
Without Elvis,
Or a Donald Trump
Without the Terminator.

Protesting 
POTUS with 

poetry

TimesLedger, January 20-26, 2017

POETS TRUMP

Continued on Page 42

Event organizer Alan 
Kaufman (c) opens with 
his poem “Let Us.” 

Photo by Puma Perl
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

FILM

Mean Streets — Some of 
director Martin Scorsese’s  
trademarks — thugs, rock 
music, insomnia, kinetic 
editing — come together 
in Mean Streets, his 
breakthrough story of a 
wannabe gangster with more 
conscience than is good for 
business.
When: Friday, Jan. 20 at 7 
p.m.; Sunday, Jan. 22 at 5 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Starless Dreams — At a 
juvenile detention center 
on the outskirts of Tehran, 
troubled teenage girls seek 
comfort and joy from one 
another, and contemplate 
their uncertain futures.
When: Friday, Jan. 20 at 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 21 at 2 

p.m. and 6:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
Jan. 22 at 2 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Who’s that Knocking at 
My Door?— Director Martin 
Scorsese’s heartfelt and 
kinetically charged debut 
feature is centered around a 
distinctly New York romance 
layered with Catholic guilt, a 
pop soundtrack, and sharp 
editing.
When: Saturday, Jan. 21 at 
2:30 p.m.; Sunday, Jan. 22 at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

It’s Always Late for 
Freedom and The Last 

Days of Winter — These fi rst 
two installments of Iranian 
director Mehrdad Oskouei’s 
trilogy of fi lms exploring 
the lives of incarcerated 
youth focus on boys at 
the crossroads between 
innocence and trauma. “It’s 
Always Late for Freedom” 
introduces us to three 
adolescent detainees at the 
Tehran House of Correction 
who’ve committed crimes 
ranging from theft to drug 
smuggling to stabbing. 
But we learn that they are 
teenagers like any others-
-teasing, playful, and in 
the throes of fi rst love. In 
“The Last Days of Winter,” 
Oskouei follows seven 
young men, all under 15, in 
the days leading up to the 
Iranian New Year.
When: Saturday, Jan. 21 at 
4 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through one 
of Queens’ most historic and 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 40
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214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

A bittersweet gingerbread giveaway
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Children from all over the 
state came to the New York 
Hall of Science in Corona for 
the Gingerbread Lane Give-
away Monday. 

The kids lined up with 
their parents long before the 3 
p.m. start time and noisily did 
their best to wait their turn to 
pick their favorite gingerbread 
house from chef Jon Lovitch’s 
quaint cookie colony, and still 
more streamed in as the event 
got underway. 

“Before the event started 
there were 200 people, and it’s 
more than that after the fact,” 
said Mary Record, the NYSCI 
director of communications.

Last year every child got a 
chance to choose two houses, 
and Lovitch kept that tradition 
alive by building even more of 
the crunchy cottages this year 
for his candied lane. 

“There are 1,251 houses,” 
said Lovitch, who admitted he 
was sad to see them go. “It’s 
kind of neat and refreshing be-
cause you get to start over for 
next year … I’m already two 
weeks in for next year,” added 
Lovitch. “But it’s sad to see 11 

months of work go.” 
First on line was a grand-

mother from Whitestone who 
arrived two hours early to 
get the treats for her 11, 8 and 

5-year-old grandkids. 
“They saw it when the 

gentleman was putting it all 
together in November, so they 
were very excited,” said Mil-

dred Crawford. “They are go-
ing to be surprised … I didn’t 
know I was going to get it. That 
is why I came at 1 p.m.”

For some, stopping by to 

scoop up the sugary shacks is 
as much of a tradition asLo-
vitch building them.

“Yeah, this is my third,” 
said 8-year-old Gabriella Tav-
ari of Great Neck. “I’m happy 
to get a new one, and I love it 
because it’s big.” 

Angelo Jarra, who came 
in from the Bronx, was quick 
to grab his own gingerbread 
house while his two siblings 
shared theirs. 

“They have this wide 
house,” said Jarra. “I’ve made 
a gingerbread house myself, 
but they are not as big as this,,” 
said the 10-year-old, who goes 
to PS 97. “The gingerbread 
house is pretty heavy, it’s al-
most half my body...it might 
take me over a year to eat it.”

Helping Lovitch to dis-
pense the frosted homes for 
more than two years was Judy 
Seltzer, his fiancés. 

“He works so hard on this 
all year round, and to see these 
kids come and be so happy 
when they get to take a piece 
of it home is bittersweet for 
him, because he sees the vil-
lage disassembled, but I love 
watching the kids’ reactions,” 

A spoonful of sugar makes the medicine go down in chef Jon Lovitch’s gingerbread village at the New York 
Hall of Science in Corona, which he gave away to hundreds of sweet-toothed kids. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 42
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jan. 20-26, 2017

By Ed Canty

Gorgeous Georges
Across
1. Sassy
6. Part of an E-mail 
address
9. Blows a gasket
14. "Santa ___": 
Caruso classic
15. Frat letter
16. Open
17. Pale with fright
18. Order between 
"ready" and "fire"
19. First name in 
hotels
20. "Lonesome" 
'50s-'60s variety 
show host
23. Barbecue 
offering
24. Coke's partner
25. Slap-happy trio?
27. Bloomberg's turf
32. Green Gables girl
33. Downed a sub, say
34. Quits
36. Unlit?
39. Aberdeen native
41. Traffic sign
43. Without a doubt
44. Foundation plant
46. Closes in on
48. Caesar, for one
49. Lions' prey
51. Decorator's 
samples
53. Slung mud at
56. Afghan coin
57. It fits in a lock

58. Gracie's mate
64. Senseless
66. Female rabbit
67. Humdinger
68. Inmate who's 
never getting out
69. Hoofer's leg
70. Evans or 
Ronstadt
71. Fills up
72. River to the 
North Sea
73. PC key

Down
1. Mark for attention
2. Ploy
3. Canyon effect
4. ___ Club
5. Emotional 

problems
6. Move an icon
7. Buckeye State
8. Resting places
9. Deodorant choices
10. Hail, to Caesar
11. President who 
was a fighter pilot
12. Bert's pal
13. Uses a fork, 
perhaps
21. Drain
22. Airport posting: 
Abbr.
26. Lennon's in-laws
27. Low voice
28. Allergic reaction
29. "Some Like It 
Hot" co-star
30. Kind of cloth

31. Dueling 
implements
35. Deli side
37. Toledo's lake
38. Roulette bets
40. Sushi fish
42. Hang
45. Cookout staples
47. 5 o'clock shadow
50. Meet with
52. Tip off
53. Dirties
54. Craze
55. Caravan maker
59. Ramble
60. Things on rings
61. Go on and on
62. Hosiery shade
63. Top banana
65. Woman's bio word

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73
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GOING GREEN
T A C O S I T D R U N U P
B R A W L M A O A N I S E
S C E N E M I N T J U L E P
P O S S E A L O H A S

A U K T O R E A G R A
W A R P C U R S B R A D
A D S H O R S P O L A N D
I M A G I N E D E F E N S E
L I L A C S F E E T N O R
E R A S C U S P G Y M S
R E D O B A S S C O S

L A S S I E R O M P S
A L L I G A T O R A S I A N
S E I N E E N T M E T R O
P I P E S S S S P S H A W

vibrant neighborhoods with 
the Long Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting 
at 12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Birding - Winter Birds — 
New York City parks boast a 
wide variety of bird species 
throughout the year, and the 
Urban Park Rangers host 
the guided tours you need 
to locate and identify them. 
Winter Birders of all levels are 
welcome. Ages 10 and older 
are welcome with an adult. 
Severe weather cancels.
When: Sunday, Jan. 15 at 
11 a.m.
Where: Highland Park 
Entrance, Jackie Robinson 
Parkway and Vermont Place
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Book Sale 2017 — The Church 
of Resurrection will host its 
Book Sale 2017. Available 
items include books, DVDs 
and VHS tapes.
When: Saturday, Jan. 21 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: 85-09 118th St., Kew 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 847-2649

Winter Treasure, Bake and 
Book Sale 2017 — The Church 
of Resurrection will host its 
Winter Treasure, Bake and 
Book Sale 2017. Available 
items include used clothing, 
household items, one-of-a-

kind items. Homemade baked 
goods, snacks and lunch is 
available.
When: Saturday, Feb. 4 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, Feb. 5 from 11:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: 85-09 118th St., Kew 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 847-2649

Valentine Luncheon 
—   The Nassau North Shore 
Christian Women’s Club 
invites all to attend their 
Valentine Luncheon. Alison 
Hoffman of the Advanced 
Hearing Center will be 
the featured guest. Audra 
Cava will be the event’s 
inspirational speaker and 
Lana Noone will entertain 
the crowd with her fl ute. 
When: Feb. 7 (RSVP by Jan. 
25)
Where: Jolly Fisherman 
and Steak House, 25 Main 
S., Roslyn
Cost: $26
Contact: (516) 742-0861 
(after 10 a.m.) or (516) 
248-9726

Valentine Victorian Tea 
— The Floral Park Woman’s 
Club will hold their annual 
Valentine Victorian Tea event, 
we hear guests will enjoy a 
delightful assortment of tea, 
sandwiches, tea breads and 
scrumptious desserts.
When: Feb. 18 at 11:30 a.m., 
12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Where: St. Elizabeth’s Church, 
6 Harvard St., Floral Park
Cost: $25 donation
Contact: (516) 775-8496

MUSIC

Gustavo Casenave Quartet 
featuring John Patitucci — 
Multiple Grammy Nominee, 
Steinway Artist, ACE Awardee. 

pianist and composer Gustavo 
Casenave presents his eclectic 
quartet featuring legendary 
jazz bassist John Patitucci, 
performing Casenave’s 
original chamber jazz, tango 
and classical works. They 
will be joined by cellist Sachi 
Patitucci and violinst Nick 
Danielson for an adenturous 
and memorable evening of 
passionate music and talent. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 21 at 1 
and 7:30 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16 for members, $10 
for students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

SUPERMAMBO — 
Supermambo is A Vibes 
Tribute to Tito Puente. 
Mambo King and timbalero 
extraordinaire Tito Puente 
was an accomplished 
vibraphone player. Peformers 
include Camilo Molina (conga 
drums), Joel Mateo (drum 
set), Dan Martinez (bass), Rey 
David Alejandre (trombone 
and piano) and Felipe 
Fournier (vibraphone and 
musical direction). 
When: Friday, Jan. 20 at 
9:30 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Rebolu — With some of the 
fi nest Colombian musicians 
in the United States, Ronald 
Polo (vocalist, composer, 
gaitero) and Morris 
Cañate (master folkloric 
percussionist) join their 
talents to lead an ensemble 
rich of musical traditions of 
their ancestors.
When: Saturday, Jan. 21 at 

Act One, One Act Festival 
2017 — The Act One: One 
Act Festival is a self-
producing competition 
style one-act play festival. 
The plays are divided into 
four different programs. 
Each program will run 
fi ve times with four of 
those performances being 
evening performances.
When: Program A: Jan. 20, 24 
at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 22 at 2 p.m.; 
Program B: Jan. 25 at 7:30 
p.m., Jan. 21 at 2 p.m., Jan. 22 
at 5 p.m.; Program C: Jan. 26 
at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 5 p.m., 

Jan. 22 at 8 p.m.; Program D: 
Jan. 23, 27 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 
at 8 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18 at door; $15 
advanced sale; $55 four-
show deal
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 

runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 
with an endearing crew 
of misfi ts, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Jan. 28 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

10:30 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Jazz Jam with John Benetiz 
Trio — The weekly jam session 
will be opened by the John 
Benitez Trio. Other musicians 
are welcome to perform.
When: Sunday, Jan. 22 at 
9:30 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $7, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Tuesday Morning Music 
Club — The Tuesday Morning 

Music Club of Douglaston 
will present a free concert 
of classical music featuring 
a program presented by 
guest artists. Flutissimo!, 
a fl ute quartet comprised 
of Lauren Ausubel, Claudia 
Beeby, Leslie Strait and 
Jerene Weitman, will 
present music of McMichael, 
Schocker, and Wye. Koh 
Kazama, guitarist and 
winner of the club’s 2016 
Young Artist competition 
will present music of D. 
Scarlatti, Piazzolla, and 
Verdery. 
When: Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 
11 a.m.
Where: Community 
Church of Douglaston, 
39-50 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston.
Cost: $Free

Contact: (631) 848-8222

Forest Hills Symphony 
Orchestra — The Forest Hills 
Symphony orchestra presents 
its second concert of the 53rd 
season of three concerts. The 
concert program consists of 
Brahms Academic Overture 
Op. 80, Beethoven Symphony 
No. 5 Op. 67, Handel/Hardy 
Water Music Suite, and 
Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty 
Waltz.
When: Sunday, Feb. 12 at 2 
p.m.
Where: Forest Hills Jewish 
Center, 106-06 Queens Blvd., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $5 for adults, $3 for 
senior citizens and tudents
Contact: (718) 374-1627
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Continued from Page 38 
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Cocktail Hour
Butler Style Passed Hors D’Ooeuvres

and
Tuscan Antipasto Table

-

4 Course Dinner
Salad: Valentino

Pasta: House Made 3 Cheese Ravioli

Entrée: Roasted Chateau Briand & Seared Shrimp Scampi

Dessert: Cupid’s Arrow

Buon Appetito!!!
Chef Franco Raicovich

$65.00 Per Person Includes Tax .  That’s Amore!

The Mansion at

@Douglaston_Manor, @Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

Come Join Us at The Douglaston Manor
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said Seltzer. “My favorite was the first 
one to go, the unicorn and company,” 
she said as she watched grandma 
Crawford walk off with the white and 
purple creation. 

Although Seltzer was sad to see the 
mythical creature go, she has other 
things to look forward to — such as a 
whimsical wedding befitting the may-
or of a gingerbread village.

“Our save-the-date is going to have 
a gingerbread house and penguin on 
it,” said the Forest Hills veterinarian. 

Throughout the two-hour pro-
cess of delicious demolition, Lovitch 
couldn’t wait to clean house.

“Well, first it’s fun, but it’s hard 
work,” said Lovitch. “Eighty percent 
of these gingerbread houses will find a 
nice home, though.”

Not looking forward to the cleanup 
was Kevin Martinez, the New York 
Hall of Science custodian, who tried 
his hand at making a gingerbread 
house of his own, but regrets not get-
ting Lovitch’s advice.

“I tried to make one at home with my 
kid. It was a wonderful but a terrible 

experience,” said Martinez, from the 
Bronx. “We made a big mess. It looks at 
lot easier, but forget it. My kitchen was 
a mess. Jon wasn’t around when I got 
the supplies, so I couldn’t ask for tips. 
He is the master.”

Nancy Mercado, who brought her 
poem, “I Told You,” pointed out the 
vital role of dissident writers in con-
fronting and undermining authoritar-
ian leaders, whatever the cost. 

“Writers can, and often do, pose a 
threat to such regimes, as they expose 
their unscrupulous practices,” she 
noted. “As Trump’s political apparatus 
becomes reality, writers and poets who 
document these times will be of great 
importance. It remains to be seen 
whether their work will be met with 
paying the ultimate price.”

I told you that McCarthy 
Would miraculously 
Come back from the dead

The gathering was not large, but it 
was high-spirited with a sense of com-
munity, knowing that similar readings 
were taking place across the nation. 

“This was a great cross-section of 
poetry representing many demograph-
ics,” Kaufman said. “This is just the 
beginning. We must keep organizing 
and build a collective sense of commu-
nity so that people do not feel alone.”

Some participants later headed up 
to a separate PEN America gathering 
held on the steps of the New York Pub-
lic Library’s Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Building (Fifth Ave. & W. 42nd St.). The 
similar event, called Writers Resist: 
Louder Together for Free Expression, 
was organized as “a collective stand to 
defend free expression, reject hatred, 
and uphold truth in the face of lies and 
misinformation.”

Steve Dalachinsky, who had read 

a particularly moving piece (“heavy 
sleep”) at the Poets Protest Against 
Trump gathering, reported back: “Al-
though one had a modest but sincere 
attendance and one had a larger crowd, 
both events were of equal weight in em-
phasizing the importance of fighting 
against a corrupt and dangerous gov-
ernment. Both put forth valuable mes-
sages and insights into what is hap-
pening, or could happen, in a Trump/
Republican-dominated world.”

That evening, I heard from my 
Texas friend, Justin Booth, who 
had organized a reading at Austin’s 
Malvern Books. “The event was a 
huge success,” he told me, “Austin po-
ets vowing to continue their vigil, not 
wavering in calling Mr. Trump out on 
behaviors that are dangerous as well 
as dishonest.” 

Similar reports have come in from 
events around the country. 

Puma Perl is a widely published poet 
and writer, as well as a performer and 
producer, whose works include “knuckle 
tattoos” and “Retrograde.” Perl’s video 
links and event updates can be found at 
pumaperl.blogspot.com.

Continued from Page 37 

Poets

Jim Feast, a co-founder of the Unbearables, 
reads “Trump Regnant.” 

Photo by Alice Espinosa-Cincotta

Continued from Page 39 

Gingerbread

Chef Jon Lovitch’s Gingerbread Lane is more 
like a whole village, complete with a clock-
tower, a train, and an Ice-skating rink. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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It was not known when Mov-
ieWorld would close, but permits 
for the conversion work have al-
ready been filed with the city. 

“This theater has been 
around since 1983 and is one 
of the last family-friendly and 
most affordable theaters in New 
York City,” the petition reads. 
“We want to keep it running for 
our community. We do not need 
a Lowe’s Home Improvement 
store in its place.  The extra traf-
fic, trucks, and noise will dis-
rupt the neighborhood.”

As of Tuesday, the petition 
had 656 supporters.  Once the pe-
tition reaches 1,000 signatures, 
it will be sent to Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens),  U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) and U.S. Rep. 
Thomas Suozzi (D-Huntington).

The family-owned theater 
has been a neighborhood staple 
for more than three decades, 
and petition-signers say the 
theater is affordable and conve-

nient.  
“I’ve gone to Douglaston 

since my husband and I started 
dating nearly 20 years ago,” 
wrote Fresh Meadows resident 
Nancy Greenberg. “Now we 
bring our two kids, and for a 
family of four, we can enjoy a 
movie for a decent price. I’m 
tired of having to spend a crazy 
amount of money just to take my 
kids to a movie. Douglaston is a 
part of our family!!”

Queens resident Wendy Wis-
ner said that MovieWorld is a 
big draw in Douglaston. 

“Douglaston MovieWorld is 
an important part of our com-
munity,” she wrote. “It’s always 
packed with families and it’s 
friendly and affordable. Our 
school holds fund-raisers there, 
and many of us have memories 
of it from childhood. Please keep 
it right where it is!”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

of the burden from the sewer 
system. The ultimate goal of a 
bioswale project is to clean up 
waterways, in this case, Flush-
ing Creek and Flushing Bay, a 
DEP spokesman said in July. 
A similar project in Brooklyn 
launched in June by the city 
agency will cost $35 million 
and install more than 800 bio-
swales to improve water qual-
ity in Jamaica Bay.

But Flushing residents 
were flustered when they dis-
covered Dept. of Design and 
Construction workers pros-
pecting outside their homes, 
marking sidewalks with green 
paint to keep track of locations 
where a bioswale might be 
installed. Many did not know 
what a bioswale was until they 
were handed a pamphlet by the 
workers.

Residents complained at a 
July news conference hosted 
by Avella that bioswales will 
take away from the parking 
spaces, while trees planted in 
the installations will cause 
sidewalks to crack, yet again 
costing homeowners money to 
fix. Other fears go back to the 
issue of city trees being planted 
in the homeowners’ yards and 
then neglected by the Parks 
Department responsible for 
their upkeep.

Joseph Branzetti, president 
of the Friends of Fort Totten 

Parks and the Northwest Bay-
side Civic Association, said the 
neighborhood of Murray Hill 
is the lowest point in Flushing 
and basement floods are com-
mon. He feared a bioswale will 
only aggravate this problem.

“Upon receiving com-
plaints from constituents, I 
visited their homes to see the 
soil drilling in process. Not 
only is it incredibly loud, but it 
looks more like drilling for oil 
than soil testing,” Avella said. 
“It destroys the green strip be-
tween the street and sidewalk 
and can possibly damage the 
sidewalk as well.”

Installation of 321 bioswales 
in Maspeth, Ridgewood and 
Sunnyside began in June with 
the aim of cleaning up New-
town Creek, which separates 
Queens and Brooklyn, and 
catching up to 38 million gal-
lons of rainwater every year. 
The creek is one of the nation’s 
most polluted waterways with 
heavy industrial development 
along the banks of its 3.5-mile 
length. Over 50 oil refineries 
dumped an estimated 30 mil-
lion gallons of fuel along with 
toxins from petrochemical 
plants, fertilizer and glue fac-
tories, and other industries in 
the creek starting in the early 
1800s.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

system.”
The LIRR Expansion Project 

will add a third track to the 9.8-
mile stretch of the Main Line 
between Floral Park and Hicks-
ville, and eliminate all seven 
street-level crossings within the 
construction zone. A draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement re-
leased in December showed this 
will be possible without having 
to acquire any residential prop-
erties, while sound walls will be 
built to minimize the impact on 
surrounding homes.

“We know that past efforts 
to build a third track have been 
controversial – but thanks to 
the unprecedented engagement 
efforts by the governor’s team 
and the MTA – this third track 
is truly a win-win for all Long 
Islanders,” said Dave Kapell, ex-
ecutive director of Right Track 
for Long Island Coalition.

Station upgrades will in-
clude longer platforms to elimi-
nate the need to hold trains for 
passengers moving to different 
cars to exit and additional park-
ing for the anticipated growth 
in future ridership.

Right Track for Long Island 
Coalition is a grassroots group 
comprised of 385 businesses, 
organizations and individuals, 
including Queens Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
Thomas Grech, who believes 
that providing better transpor-

tation alternatives to the people 
of Long Island will relieve road 
congestion in Queens, which 
has only two east-west thor-
oughfares for commuters going 
into Manhattan – the Long Is-
land Expressway and the Grand 
Central Parkway.

“If there’s more train service 
going east and west, it should 
alleviate additional cars going 
through the borough of Queens. 
The other part that’s interest-
ing to me, is that we used to 
be a place you always traveled 
through,” Grech said. “It’s kind 
of nice now that people continue 
to see the value of Queens for 
educational purposes with our 
seven colleges and universities, 
for our parks, for our restau-
rants, and so on.”

“By increasing capacity on 
one of the LIRR’s busiest corri-
dors and eliminating all street-
level grade crossings, this proj-

ect will result in less traffic, less 
congestion and a transportation 
network that meets the needs of 
current and future generations 
of Long Islanders,” Cuomo said.

According to Right Track, 
the main line was built in the 
19th century when the popula-
tion of Long Island was roughly 
50,000; a puny comparison to to-
day’s 7.6 million.

About 308,000 commuters 
use the LIRR everyday, with an 
estimated 40 percent of them 
passing through the Main Line, 
according to the MTA. The proj-
ect could improve service for 
around 500,000 weekly passen-
gers after considering the other 
branches passing through the 
Main Line.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Third Track
Continued from Page 1 

Bioswales

Continued from Page 1 

Theater

A group petitioning to expedite the Gov. Cuomo’s proposal to install a 
thrid track on the main line collected over 4,000 signatures. 
 Courtesy of Right Track for Long Island Coalition

FLIGHT PATH POW-WOW

Among young texters, DNL stands for Do Not Like. But when it comes to the LaGuardia Airport, it’s 
the jargon used to describe the racket airplanes make over surrounding neighborhoods. It stands 
for Day-Night Noise Levels and Tom Suozzi (c) got earful about DNL in his first trouble-shooting 
trip to the airport’s control tower as northern Queens’ new congressman. (l-r) Len Schaier of Quiet 
Skies, George Mirtsopolous of We Love Whitestone, Suozzi, Laura Stensiand of the FAA and air-traf-
fic controllers Dave Romano and Wayne Kokiadis.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Close doesn’t count at The 
Garden. 

The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team started off strong, 
but couldn’t hold on down the 
stretch, ultimatley falling 70-
57 to No. 3 Villanova at Madi-
son Square Garden Saturday 
afternoon. The Red Storm 
made it a five-point game with 
just under seven minutes left 
to play, but ‘Nova wrapped up 
the game on a 17-9 run. 

“[Villanova] definitely won 
the 50/50 battles, so it was 
tough for us down the stretch,” 
said freshman guard Shamo-
rie Ponds, who finished with 
a team-high 13 points. “We 
played well in the first half, but 
in the second half they attacked 
us and we backed down.”

The Red Storm (8-11, 2-4) led 
for the first 14 1/2 minutes of 
the Big East matchup, but the 
defending national champs ral-
lied late, going into the break 
with a 35-29 cushion. 

St. John’s frontcourt once 
again struggled on the boards, 
as the Red Storm were out-
rebounded 21-11 in the first 20 
minutes of play with just three 
offensive rebounds. 

“Statistically, the rebounds 
are what killed us, but more 
importantly a lot of times we 
played good defense and they 
took away opportunities for 

us to get a little free flow in 
the open court,” Red Storm 
coach Chris Mullin said. “We 
played pretty good defense, but 
just couldn’t secure rebounds. 
That takes momentum from 
us and kind of plays into their 
hands.”

It wasn’t a particularly 
pretty game for either squad – 
the two teams combined for 37 
turnovers – but St. John’s kept 
it close through the first few 
minutes of the second half. Ma-
lik Ellison in particular was 
impressive on the defensive 
side of the ball, holding ‘Nova 
star Josh Hart to just 11 points 
in 33 minutes of action.

“We put [Malik] on some of 
the best forwards in the league 
and he’s really competed well,” 
Mullin said. “Malik has done 
a great job on some of the high 
scoring forwards we put him 
on.”

Shamorie Ponds drained a 
jumper with 18:29 on the clock 
to make it a 35-33 game, but the 
Red Storm struggled to keep 
emotions in check throughout 
the second half. Mullin was 
whistled for a technical with 
17:11 left, frustrated after Ponds 
was called for a charge, and the 
Red Storm weren’t quite able to 
rally. 

Villanova’s zone gave St. 
John’s offensive fits through-
out the day and the Red Storm 

St. John’s Malik Ellison notched 10 points, but the Red Storm strug-
gled to find consistency in their transition game in their loss to No. 3 
Villanova.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO

Madison Rowland knew 
what was coming. Her whole 
team knew. 

They even wore special 
shirts to mark the occasion, 
emblazoned with “Witness #11” 
on them as Rowland prepared to 
make history.

Six points. Rowland only 
needed six points to reach the 
coveted 2,000-point mark Jan. 
11. The senior star did even bet-
ter – she scored 19 points, cruis-
ing past the mark just a few min-
utes into the Knights’ matchup 
against Daemen. Rowland be-
came just the second player in 
program history to reach the 
scoring threshold, cementing 
her place in the team’s record 
books. 

“I was nervous, but it was 
only six points, so I thought 
I could do it,” said Rowland. 
“I did have a fi ve-point game 
earlier the season, though, so 
I knew nothing was guaran-
teed. I was nervous, but ev-
eryone was just trying to keep 
me calm and keep me excited. 
It was great.”

Rowland also became the 
all-time ECC leader in fi eld 
goals made with 796 late in 
the third quarter against Dae-
men. She followed up her his-
toric night with another dom-
inant performance Saturday, 
racking up 17 points against 
LIU Post for her fi fth straight 
double-digit game. 

It’s simply been that kind 
of season for Rowland, a se-
nior who has made a habit 
of making history, scoring 
points and earning accolades 
nearly on a weekly basis.

“It kind of came as a sur-
prise. I wasn’t expecting 
coming into college and do-
ing everything I’ve done, but 
now that it’s happening, I’m 
trying to live in the moment,” 
Rowland said. “I enjoy every 
second. I’m just trying to sa-
vor it.”

In her fi rst 17 games this 
season, Rowland averaged 

20.7 points per game, shooting 
a blistering 50.3 percent from 
the fl oor; however, she doesn’t 
consider herself a pure scor-
er. 

Rowland is a defender fi rst 
and, throughout her career, 
has sparked her offense with 
her defense performance. 

“I probably scored at least 
half of those points off defense. 
That’s my game,” she said. 

Rowland is a bit over-
whelmed by her foray into 
history, but she’s the fi rst to 
point out that her teammates 
have been with her every step 
of the way. And, throughout 
her career, those teammates 
have included her sisters. 

The Rowland trio – Madi-
son, Merrick and MacKenzie 
– have helped turn around the 
women’s program at Queens 
College. Merrick Rowland 

notched her own historic mo-
ment on Saturday as well, be-
coming just the third player 
to record 1,000 career points 
and rebounds. 

“It’s just funny because in 
high school we were all play-
ing together and we were 
good,” Rowland said. “But 
now it’s just even bigger than 
that and it’s great to see.”

Rowland now has her 
sights set on the next scoring 
marker – looking to break 
Shalonda Young’s all-time 
scoring total (2,166  points) in 
the next few weeks. It’s a mark 
Rowland never pictured for 
herself, but she’s more than 
ready to make a bit more his-
tory.

“That’s defi nitely the 
plan,” she said. “I just want to 
try and play and let it happen 
for me.”

Queens College senior Madison Rowland cemented her name in the 
Knights’ history books last week, becoming just the second player in 
program history to crest the 2,000-point scoring mark.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 48

St. John’s rally 
falls short vs. ‘Nova

High-scoring Knight
Madison Rowland makes history at Queens College
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BY LAURA AMATO

Khalid Moore sat down in 
the chair in Mike McCleary’s of-
fice a few weeks ago, crossed his 
legs and had a conversation that 
he’s certain is going to change 
his entire basketball season. 

The Archbishop Molloy ju-
nior hadn’t been playing well.

He’d come into the year with 
sky-high expectations, but the 
Stanners’ roster is full of stars 
and Moore was finding it diffi-
cult to carve out a spot for him-
self.

So Moore sat in McCleary’s 
office, working with his coach 
to figure out what was going 
wrong. It didn’t take long to come 
up with an answer – he wasn’t 
being aggressive enough. 

“[Coach McCleary] was talk-
ing about how he knew I was 
a talented player, but I wasn’t 
really playing up to it,” Moore 
said. “I just need to have confi-
dence in my game, never put my 
head down and keep playing ag-
gressive.”

Moore has never lacked for 
confidence. He drives the lane 
without even considering the 
opposing defenders, thrives on 
the physicality of the game and 

does his best to sink a basket 
even with a hand in his face. 
But over the early stretch of 
the season, the shooting guard 
struggled to get to the rim, par-
ticularly when teammates like 
Cole Anthony and Moses Brown 
were responsible for most of the 
Stanners’ offensive production. 

So, Moore switched up his 
game a bit. He still wants to 
score – he’s averaging just un-
der 10 points a game – but he 

has also started focusing on the 
little things, the hustle plays 
that keep possessions alive and, 
most importantly, help Molloy 
rack up victories. 

“Cole and Moses are a big 
part of the team, but I think I 
can have an impact on the team, 
too. I’m not really focused on the 
scoring,” Moore said. “I know 
that will happen eventually. I’m 
more focused on playing hard, 
playing defense and getting re-

bounds. Anything I can to help 
my team win.”

Moore saw a difference in 
his play when Molloy notched 
a come-from-behind 78-67 vic-
tory over rival Christ the King 
Jan. 6. He didn’t lead the team in 
scoring, but he made key plays 
down the stretch and fell into a 
shooting rhythm he hadn’t seen 
all season. 

It was enough to boost 
that confidence and prove 

the conversation with Mc-
Cleary was worth it. 

“The Christ the King 
game, I was just trying to 
play aggressive and keep at-
tacking,” Moore said. “Even 
if I wasn’t scoring or any-
thing, I wanted to play ag-
gressive. I knew I had a good 
game and that got my confi-
dence back up.”

Moore drew interest from 
the likes of Miami, VCU 
and Syracuse over the sum-
mer, but right now he’s most 
proud of his ability to weath-
er the metaphorical bumps 
in the high-school hoops 
road. He’s back on track and 
Moore knows what the Stan-
ners are capable of moving 
forward. 

He also knows what he 
can do and is confident he 
can help lead this team to a 
city championship. 

“I’ve been playing good 
for the last few games and 
I think I’ve set the tone for 
how I need to play for the 
rest of the season,” Moore 
said. “We’ve put our name 
out there and we’re that 
team to beat.” 

Molloy’s Khalid Moore (2) has refocused his game over the last few weeks, fine tuning his defense and playing 
with an extra bit of determination.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

It was a loss, but it didn’t 
quite feel like one. 

It felt like a learning experi-
ence and hopefully the begin-
ning of something new. 

Christ the King fell to Bish-
op Loughlin 66-62 in overtime 
Sunday afternoon, but while 
the Royals came up short of the 
BQCHSAA victory, the squad 
couldn’t quite bring itself to be 
disappointed. 

“People are so stuck on think-
ing Christ the King has always 
got to be the best team because 
we’ve won so much – and I’ll 
take that any day of the week,” 
Royals’ coach Joe Arbitello said. 
“But you’re going through a 
season as a coach and you know 
your guys are physically not 
there yet. Today I think they 
grew up a bit and fi gured out 
how to play for 32 minutes.”

It wasn’t a pretty game on 
either side for much of regula-
tion, but the Royals rallied late 
and got a big-time performance 

from their biggest star, Jose Al-
varado. 

The senior guard, who would 
fi nish with a game-high 23 
points, was forced to the bench 
with just a few minutes left in 
the fourth quarter after going 
up for a rebound. He landed bad-
ly on the court – with Loughlin’s 
Chad Venning on top of him. 

But Alvarado didn’t stay out 
of the game for long. He was 
back on the hardwood just a 
few plays later, draining shots 
and keeping the Royals close as 
Loughlin struggled to pull away 
down the stretch. 

“He’s a monster,” Arbitello 
said. “He wants to win the game. 
He said I want to go back in the 
game, so I put him back in the 
game.”

Christ the King had a chance 
to win the game in regulation 
after Tyson Walker scored six 
straight points to knot it at 54-
all, but the Royals couldn’t come 
up with the fi nal-second bucket, 
turning it over on the late pos-
session. 

“You can’t ask for anymore,” 
Arbitello said. “A shot to win 
the game against, what I think 
is, the best team in New York 
City. I’ll take that any day of the 
week.”

Alvarado did his best to 
keep things close in overtime, 

battling through the pain as he 
drained a pair of early three-
pointers, but he didn’t get much 
help down the stretch. 

The Royals took a 61-60 lead 
with 1:02 left in overtime, but 
Loughlin’s Keith Williams an-
swered with a three-pointer and 

Markquis Nowell forced Alvara-
do into a turnover with just sec-
onds remaining on the clock. 

“I knew he was going to 
come down with it and I didn’t 
want to bail him out with a 
foul,” said Nowell, who fi nished 
with a game-high 25 points. “So 
I waited until he came down and 
I knew he was going to go right, 
so I tipped it out of his hand.”

Christ the King would have 
loved to walk off the court with 
a win, particularly against 
a tough league foe, but the 
down-to-the-wire matchup was 
enough to spark the Royals’ 
confi dence. And with the post-
season approaching, the team 
hopes to count this matchup as 
the turning point. 

“If we go on to do anything 
special in March, we’re going 
to look back on this day and say 
this was the day that made it 
happen,” Arbitello said. “Come 
February if everyone’s doing 
what they’re supposed to do and 
we stay together as a unit, we’re 
going to be tough to deal with.”

Royals’ rally falls short in OT loss to Loughlin

Molloy guard becoming a threat
Playing with confidence, Khalid Moore brings strong offense, defense to the court

Royals senior guard Jose Alvarado (left) did a bit of everything, but it 
wasn’t enough to lift Christ the King to an overtime victory over Bishop 
Loughlin. Community News Group / Laura Amato
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BY LAURA AMATO

The Mary Louis Academy coach 
JoAnn Arbitello stood in front of her 
team Sunday evening and detailed a 
brand-new defense, certain they’d 
pick up on it almost immediately. 

She didn’t, however, describe it 
during a practice or even on the bus 
before a game. She explained the tri-
angle-and-two defense in the locker 
room, just moments before the Hill-
toppers were set to tip off against 
Baldwin in the Rose Classic Super 
Jam at Nazareth High School.

It worked. 
TMLA rolled to a 63-52 victory 

over the Bruins, sparked by the 
brand-new defensive approach. 

“We bought in. That’s really 
it,” junior point guard Jordan 
Nixon said. “We wanted to win 
this game, she said triangle-and-
two and we took it for what it was. 
We have a lot of smart girls who 
know how to play basketball.”

The Hilltoppers didn’t get off 
to a perfect start, though, as Bald-
win jumped out to a 16-13 lead af-
ter the first quarter, but as soon 
as TMLA settled into its defense, 
the squad hit its stride. 

Mary Louis set the tempo from 

that point on, working the ball in 
transition and finding Danielle 
Patterson on the block. The se-
nior forward was nothing short of 
dominant in the first 16 minutes 
of play, sinking baskets despite 
facing double and triple teams. 

“Danielle is a big part of the of-

fense and I think getting her out 
in transition is big,” Arbitello 
said. “She’s getting so much bet-
ter at that. We’re knocking down 
shots.”

Patterson, who was named a 
McDonald’s All-American just 
hours after the victory, racked up 

17 points in the non-league match-
up. But as the game continued, 
she wasn’t the only Hilltoppers’ 
star sinking baskets. 

Nixon and Kania Pollock also 
hit their scoring-stride in the sec-
ond half, combining for 21 points 
in the final two quarters. 

“I learned to look to my team-
mates and if they were coming 
down on me, I kicked it out to 
them,” Patterson said. “I know if 
I don’t have it inside or I’m dou-
bled, I can kick it out and have 
confidence that they’re going to 
make that shot.”

Baldwin did its best to claw 
back into the game, but TMLA 
had an answer for each Bruins 
basket. 

TMLA never looked f lustered 
– despite the brand-new defen-
sive scheme – and the Hilltop-
pers fed off each other’s energy 
on both sides of the ball, settling 
into a rhythm the squad has been 
searching for all season. 

“I’ve said before, our expecta-
tion level is so high because of the 
players that we have and I just 
think that there had to be a cer-
tain point where we start playing 

TMLA’s new defense on display in win

BY LAURA AMATO

The shots simply didn’t want to fall. 
The Monsignor McClancy girls’ 

basketball team struggled to put the 
ball in the hoop Jan. 12, falling 43-34 to 
Fontbonne Hall Academy in a CHSAA 
‘A’ matchup. 

“The second half we only scored 
13 points, so we’ve got to do a better 
job of that,” Lady Crusaders’ coach 
Dewey Hopkins said. “I’ve got to do 
a better job preparing them to do a 
better job of scoring on a small court 
like this.”

McClancy (3-7) and Fontbonne 
(7-0) each had offensive issues from 
the get-go, but the Lady Crusaders 
were able to grab a bit of momentum 
on the defensive end of the court, set-
tling into a half-court trap that made 
it all but impossible for the Bonnies 
to attack the lane. 

The Lady Crusaders forced a 
handful of fi rst-half turnovers, 
jumping out to a 17-11 lead midway 
through the second quarter. Font-
bonne answered in kind, however, 
making it a 21-20 game heading into 
the break. 

“Their zone, trapping style de-
fense caused us to rush a couple of 
shots,” Bonnies’ coach Steve Oliver 
said. “We also had some good looks 
that just weren’t going in. We didn’t 

fi nish around the rim, but it was 
their game plan that did it.”

Fontbonne made several halftime 
adjustment to fi nd a way to work 
through the Lady Crusaders’ trap 
and once they did, the Bonnies were 
able to break the game open. 

McClancy was held scoreless for 
the fi rst 2 1/2 minutes of the third 
quarter – notching its fi rst point 
from the foul line – as Fontbonne 

opened the period on a 10-1 point 
run. The Lady Crusaders did their 
best to push the ball up the court, 
but the squad looked rushed, unable 
to settle into a tempo on either side 
of the ball. 

“Our trap was working and then 
we wore down a little bit,” Hopkins 
said. “They started to skip-pass the 
ball and hit some shots on the oppo-
site end so we had to try and mix it 

up a little bit.”
McClancy hit its fi rst fi eld goal 

of the third quarter with just 34 sec-
onds left on the clock, but the Lady 
Crusaders refused to give up with-
out a fi ght. 

The squad did its best to rally 
down the stretch, making it a fi ve-
point game on Grace Broderson’s 
three-point play with 2:53 left. Font-
bonne’s Jill Howard stalled any 
sort of comeback, however, taking a 
charge right in front of the hoop on 
McClancy’s next possession. 

“When someone’s coming, we 
always say, you’ve just got to stand 
and take the charge,” said Howard, 
who fi nished with 10 points. “Draw 
the foul, step in and take it so they 
don’t score.”

It was diffi cult for McClancy to 
feel anything except disappointment 
after the performance, but the Lady 
Crusaders are determined to turn 
things around heading into the fi nal 
stretch of the regular season. 

This team isn’t done taking shots 
yet – certain they’ll eventually start 
to hit their mark. 

“The silver lining is Fontbonne 
is on top of the mountain now,” Hop-
kins said. “But the wolf that climbs 
the mountain has to be hungrier 
than the one on the top.”

Lady Crusaders can’t connect, fall 43-34 at Fontbonne

Monsignor McClancy’s Brittany Stenz (14, center) did her best to spark the Lady Crusaders 
offense, but the squad couldn’t get a jump at Fontbonne.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Hilltoppers junior point guard Jordan Nixon (left) added an extra spark to TMLA’s offense 
as the squad cruised to a non-league win over Baldwin. 
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 48
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains

Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin

Ricardi Calixte

Josefa Castro

Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow

Grigore Culian

Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton

like those players,” Arbi-
tello said. 

It was a strong perfor-
mance for the Hilltop-
pers, particularly after 
coming up short against 
borough-rival Archbish-
op Molloy Jan. 11. Now, 
TMLA is hoping to keep 

the momentum going, 
looking to hit its stride 
heading into the tail-end 
of the regular season. 

“There are going to be 
those times when we have 
to face some adversity and 
it’s about how we’re going 
to deal with it,” Patterson 
said. “Are we going to lay 
down and take it for what 
it is or are we going to 
fight? We chose to fight.”

weren’t able to settle into a 
rhythm, unable to create mo-
mentum off the Wildcats’ (17-1, 
5-1) turnovers. 

“We were outrebounded 41-
23 and that was a factor,” said 
Ellison, who finished with 10 
points. “[Villanova] won a lot 

of 50/50 balls. We fought but we 
just needed a little bit more.”

The Red Storm did their best 
to rally – once again sparked by 
Ponds’ shooting from behind 
the arc – but it was simply too 
little, too late after a handful of 
mental mistakes and miscues 
stalled the squad. St. John’s shot 
just 16.7 percent from behind the 
arc in the second half and fin-
ished shooting 40 percent from 

the floor. 
It’s the fourth straight loss 

for St. John’s, a disappointing 
downturn after starting off Big 
East play 2-0. 

“We’re just growing togeth-
er,” Mullin said. “We’re going 
to go through growing pains. 
That’s why we try and treat each 
day, whether it be a really good 
win or tough loss, as a learning 
experience.”

Continued from Page 45 

St. John’s

St. John’s freshman Shamorie Ponds scored a team-high 13 points, but it wasn’t enough as the Red Storm fell 
to No. 3 Villanova at Madison Square Garden.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 47 

TMLA

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_1-20-17
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Store Baked

$699
lb.

$299
lb.

$299
lb.Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

2/$5 2/$4 
$1499$299

8.25-26.5 Oz Box
Assorted

Entenmann’s
Donuts

144 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Beer ... Light or Extra

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

12 12 Oz O Beer ... Lig

Corona
12 Pack

64 FL Oz Btl
Assorted Drinks or

3/$5

6.5-8 Oz Bag ... Assorted 
Kettle or Classic

9-13.8 Oz Box 
Assorted

Lay’s
Potato
Chips

Keebler
Town House
Crackers

Snapple
Iced Tea

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.PP

3/$12

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted 
Lipton, Mug, Crush, Hawaiian Punch, 
Mtn. Dew, Schweppes, ,, p

Pepsi or
Mist Twst
12 Pack

9.5-11.5 Oz Bag
Assorted

Doritos
Tortilla
Chips

216 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz 
Assorted BeerssAssAsAsAsA orortrtrtteded ee BeeBeeeeeee rr

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Miller or Coors
18 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

1818188888 P Pacackk

Plus DeDepositit WWheWhWhhh ree Applicable

$1499

67.6 Fl Oz Btl 
Assorted 7up, A&W, Country Time, Sunny D, 
Tahitian Treat, Squirt, Sunkist or ,,, qq ,,

Canada Dry
2 Liter

4/$4
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. 

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

Pl D itit Wh A l

2222222244444444  PPaacckkkkkk

$399

2/$4
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack Assorted
(Excludes: Super V)(( pppp )

Capri Sun
Drinks

60 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Cocktail & Lite)(Ex(Ex(Ex((( clucludes: Cockockcktaita l & L

Ocean Spray
100%
Cranberry
JuiceJJuuiicccceeeeeee

2/$5

28-29 Oz Can 
Assorted

RedPack
Tomatoes

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.With Cl b C d Li ii iitt 2t 2 Of

5/$5

16-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

Ragu
Pasta
Sauce

d
Lite)Lite))

ayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

5/$4

14.5-15 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic)((( gg )

Libby’s
Vegetables

Capatriti
Olive Oil

$999

68 Fl Oz Can
100% Pure

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

5/$5
Ronzoni
Pasta

16 Oz Box ... Thin Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Elbows,
Ziti Rigati, Ziti, Penne Rigate, Rotini, Rigatoni or 
Medium Shells 

(Excludes: Healthy Harvest, Garden Delight,
Smart Taste & Gluten Free)

5 Oz Can ... In Water or Oil

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

StarKist
Solid White
Tuna

With Club Card LLimiLi ii iittt 2t 2 O

3/$3

24 Ct Power Blasts or
50 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted Liquid

Wisk
Laundry
Detergent

$399
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

$1099
With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

8 Giant Rolls ... White:
Regular or Select A Sizeg

Bounty
Paper
Towels

A Classic Salami Made of
Pork & Beef
Natural Casing

Slicing

g

DiLusso 
Genoa
Salami &

gg

Stella ProvoloneSStteellaa PPPPrroovvvvvvooooooooolo

$699
lb.

Sliced To Order
1/2 Lb of  Each

16 Oz Pkg
AssortedsoAssoAssAs rtedrtert

Chabaso
Ciabatta
Bread

2/$5

Yellow or White

Sliced To Order

$799
lb.

Boar’s Head
Ham

Sliced To Order

Low Sodium

YOUR
CHOICE!

Cole Slaw, Macaroni or

Charmin
Ultra
Bath Tissue

CChh ii
24 Double Roll Pack
Soft or Strong

$1299
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

Clorox
Liquid
Bleach

2/$4

ClCl
55-64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

Sparkle
Paper Towelsp

$599

SSSSSS klklklklkl

8 Roll Pack or
6 Big Roll: Hint of  Color or
Select A SizeAngel Soft

Bath 
TissueTiTiT ssueeeeee
$599

AAAAA lllll SSSSSSS fff
352 Sq Ft Pkg
Assorted

Apple & Eve
Apple
JuiceJu ccee

2/$4

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

��������������	�

BIG GAME

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 5.

Progresso
Traditional
Soup

With Club Card LimLimiiiit 4t 4t 4t 44 OOff

ppppppp

5/$5

5

S
S
T

10.75 Oz Can
Regular Chicken Noodle orReguRegular ChicChicken ken No

Campbell’s
Tomato 
Soupppppp

5/$4

R
P

1
Z
M

y

128 Fl Oz Btl
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

Key Food
Oil  

$599

Domestic

Turkey Breast or
Ham or

Key Food
Swiss

YOUR
CHOICE!

Bottom
Round
Roast

Top Round
London Broil

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

USDA Choice Beef
Shoulder or

18
A

P
T
S

14.2 Oz Pkg
Original or Reduced FatrigOriginalinal or R

Keebler
Vienna
Fingersgg

2/$4

16 Oz Pkg ... Regular,
Thick or Low SaltThiThiTh ccck oor or r LLowL  SaSaSa

Key Food
Bacon

$399

2/$3

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

2/$6

48 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Friendly’s
Ice Cream

16 Fl Oz Cont
AssortedAssoAssortedrted

Talenti
Gelato

2/$7With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

2
5

WW
L
D

9-10 Oz Box ... Assorted09 10 Oz Oz Box Box ... Asso

Birds Eye
Plain Select
Vegetables

5/$5

With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 5.

MIX &
MATCH!

YOUR
CHOICE!

2/$5

16-20 Oz Bag 
Bakery Light: 100% Whole Wheat or Multigrain, 
Brick Oven White or Stoneground 100% Whole Wheat

20-22 Oz Bag
Plain, Seeded or Italian Whole Wheat

Brrick ck Oveven Wn Whithite oe r SStonto

� Arnold Bread

PlPlalalaaaain,in,in,in,in,in  Se SeSeSeSeSS edeededededededed d ooooooor IIr r r rrr talta ianiannnnn WW W W WW

� Maier’s Bread

12-13 Oz Pkg ... Assorted Bagel Thins or
6 Pack ... Assorted (Excludes: Original White)(

� Thomas’
  English Muf�ns

2/$6

9-10 Oz Box ... Assorted

7.8-12.5 Oz Box ... Assorted7 88 12 5 O B A t77

Smart Made
or
Devour
Entrees

With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

Y
Great Snacking Cheese!
Store Cut ... ImportedtorStorStorStoStStStSt e Ce Cue Cue Cue Cue Ce Cut ..tt . Impuuuut ....t ..t ..t ... Im. Impp

Red Wax
Gouda

$599
Sold By The Piecelb.

Cheese of
the Month! Land O’Lakes

American
Cheese

Sliced To

$499
lb. Sliced To OrderSliccedededdddddddddddddedddddd TT T TTTTTTTTTT TTTTTo o o o o o 

$599
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

COMBO
SALE!

lb.lbb.

$199

22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Sweet Potato or 
No Sugar Added or Regular:
Pumpkin orPumpPumpPumpPumpppp in kin ki o

Apple 
PiePiPiPiPiPiPiPP ee

$399 YOUR 
CHOICE!

Potato
Salad

Available In Our Service Deli

SAVE
$4.29

NEW!

Sale
Dates

Jan
Fri.

20
Sat.

21
Jan

Sun.

22
Jan

Mon.

23
Jan

Thurs.

26
Jan

Tues
Jan

24
Wed
Jan

25

Iceberg Lettuce

Red Ripe

Roma Tomatoes
Jumbo

Green Pepperspppppppp
Red

Le Rouge Peppers
99¢

By The Head ... Crisp

gggg
By The Pound:

YOUR
CHOICE!

Fresh
Blueberries

$299

18 Oz Large Cont

3 Count Bag

Dole
Romaine Hearts

Dry Pint Cont

Grape Tomatoes
5 Lb Bag

Green Giant
Idaho

Baking Potatoes

MIX &
MATCH!

2/$5

Dole
Salads

5-12 Oz Bag ... 50/50 Blend, American, Arugula,
Baby Spinach, Butter Bliss, Field Greens,

Hearts of  Romaine,  Italian, Premium Romaine,
Mediterranean,  Spring Mix or Very Veggie

or 11-12 Oz Bag ... Regular or Light
Caesar Kits

MIX &
MATCH!

Hass Avocados or

Mangos

From Mexico

Tropical

3/$3
3/$5

2 Lb Bag
New York State

$199

Ruby Frost
Apples

Broccoli
Crowns

99¢

Fresh

lb.

Seedless
Watermelons

2/$5

Mini

Green
Cabbage

39¢¢¢
lb.

GGGGGrGreeee
Leafy

Sunny Side
Salads

2/$5
SS Sid
6.25-7.86 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Sunny Side
Snack Trays

3/$5
SS Sid
5-7.2 Oz Pkg
Assorted

15.2 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Proteins, Acai,
Pomegranate, Chia & 
Kale Blends)leKale BBlendsndsss

Naked
Juice

$299

Rib
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

99¢
lb.

Grade A
Fresh

Perdue
Chicken
Thighs or 
Drumsticks

Jumbo Pack

YOUR
CHOICE!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

MIX &
MATCH!

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Cut From The Leg
Thin Sliced for Scallopini or
Pre-SlicedPrePre Slicliced

Veal
Cutlets

$799
lb.

$199
lb.

Pork
Spareribs

Fresh
Whole

ppppppppppppppp

8.1-10.8 Oz Pkg
AssortedssAssAsA ortortedd

Oscar Mayer
Lunchables
Fun PackFuFun n PaPP ckkkkk

2/$5

SlicedSliSlicedd

Spareribs
for
Riblets

$299
lb. Family Pack


