
BY BILL PARRY

As residents wait a few more 
weeks to see the results of the 
city’s Sunnyside Yards fea-
sibility study, the New York 

City Economic Development 
Corporation and the MTA is-
sued a request for proposals 
Monday for the development of 
a 58,000-square-foot site in the 
southwest corner of the rail 

yards adjacent to Jackson Av-
enue in Long Island City.

Activation of the underuti-
lized parcel of the rail yard, 
bordered by Jackson Avenue to 
the west, 21st Street to the east 

and 49th Avenue to the south, 
represents a unique opportu-
nity to deck over a below-grade 
rail yard and create vibrant 
mixed-use, mixed-income hous-
ing development above with 
open space, community facili-
ties and neighborhood retail, 
according to the NYCEDC.

“This project represents a 
great opportunity to meet a va-
riety of neighborhood needs in 
Long Island City,” EDC Presi-
dent Maria Torres-Springer 
said. “We’re thrilled to be 
working with our partners in 
government to bring mixed in-
come housing and other uses to 
11-24 Jackson Avenue.”

The city owns the air rights 
to the site, which is currently 
used by the LIRR and just two 
blocks south of MoMA PS1, lo-
cated near convenient transit 
options such as the 7 and G sub-
way lines, the LIRR and vari-
ous bus lines. Proposals for the 
site are due April 21, according 
to the RFP.

State Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Long Island 
City) studied the plan for 11-24 
Jackson Ave. and announced 
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At JFK High School in Elmhurst, Amina checks her work at the second annual New York Braille Challenge — the first 
step in a one-of-a-kind, countrywide competition that is the equivalent of the National Spelling Bee for blind stu-
dents.  Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

New York is the only state 
other than North Carolina that 
treats all youth as adults when 
they are 16, regardless of the of-
fense. 

Kalief Browder was 16 years 
old when he was arrested for 
stealing a backpack and ended up 
spending the next three years on 
Rikers Island where he suffered 
frequent beatings by guards and 
inmates. Browder spent nearly 
300 days in solitary confinement, 
without ever being charged -- all 
because his family couldn’t afford 
the $3,000 bail. After his release, 
Browder committed suicide at his 
mother’s home in 2015.

Youth who serve time in adult 
prisons are 36 times more likely 
to commit suicide than those in 
juvenile facilities, according to 
Raise the Age New York, a coali-
tion of more than 100 advocacy 
groups whose movement is gain-
ing support from Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
City Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) and elected and 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Fresh Meadows man pleaded guilty to the 
beating death of his live-in girlfriend and has been 
sentenced to 15 years in prison, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown. 

Fresh Meadows man 
sentenced to 15 years

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

President Donald 
Trump had barely fin-
ished his inaugural ad-
dress when representa-
tives from numerous city 
agencies and community 
organizations kicked off 

a forum to describe the 
services they offer for im-
migrants and others who 
may be adversely affected 
by the new president’s 
policies.

Legal Hand, a legal 
clinic operating out of a 
Jamaica storefront, or-

ganized the meeting for 
community residents, 
and staff attorney Jennie 
Kim said she was ready to 
work.

“What does it mean to 
be a sanctuary city for 
all?” she asked the group. Staff attorney Jennie Kim speaks at the 

opening of the forum held on Inaugration 
Day. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Juveniles must
not be tried as
adults: Elected

City wants to develop LIRR site
Assemblywoman concerned rail yard plan would bring outsized 60-story buildings 
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SE Queens hears its rights

CALLING ALL BRAILLERS
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3DOE to restart Townsend Harris principal search
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The search for a new 
permanent principal at 
Townsend Harris High 
School in Flushing will be-
gin anew, the Department 
of Education and elected 
officials said. The news 
comes after the process was 
discontinued in the midst 
of student, PTA and teacher 
protests against what they 
alleged was intimidating 
conduct from Interim Prin-
cipal Rosemarie Jahoda.

Jahoda will remain 
interim principal at the 
school, according to a DOE 
spokesman. A Facebook 
post by Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
said she was advised the 
DOE would post a job listing 
Feb. 1. Susan Karlic, the co-
president of the Townsend 
Harris Parent Teachers As-
sociation, expressed happi-
ness and relief at the news.

“All are happy and very 
grateful to see the C-30 is 
being restarted Feb. 1,” she 
wrote in an e-mail. “At our 

PTA meeting after hear-
ing of the news, everyone 
clapped!” 

Jahoda was installed as 
an interim principal in Sep-
tember. Karlic and others 
had raised concerns about 
Jahoda’s managerial style, 
alleging she canceled or 
delayed school trips, hewed 
too strictly to DOE policy 

and did not support sev-
eral students in the school’s 
Muslim Students Associa-
tion who were harassed in 
the aftermath of the presi-
dential election. 

Jahoda was also criti-
cized for her actions cap-
tured on a video taken by 
The Classic, Townsend 
Harris’ student newspaper, 

during a student sit-in held 
Dec. 8. In the video, Jahoda 
accompanies district Dep-
uty Superintendent Leticia 
Pineiro as she speaks to 
student protesters. Students 
said Pineiro was dismis-
sive and rude, and Jahoda 
should not have accompa-
nied her.

The principal selection 

process, known as the C-30 
regulation, takes up to 90 
days, according to the DOE, 
and any candidates who 
apply and are a part of the 
principal candidate school 
will be considered for the 
position. The interviews 
will likely begin in early 
March, according to a post 
from the Townsend Harris 
Alumini Association.

“We are encouraged that 
there is now a plan here and 
that the process is moving 
forward, so we can really 
focus on the future,” the Fa-
cebook post said.

The post also said an 
appointment could be pos-
sible as early as late March. 
When called, an individual 
in Principal Jahoda’s office 
said she was not available 
for comment.

In December, Karlic and 
the PTA voted on a refer-
endum calling for the re-
moval of Jahoda, the start 
of a new C-30 process with 
independent oversight from 
the DOE, and the removal 
of Pineiro and District Su-

perintendent Elaine Lind-
say from the process alto-
gether. 

Karlic said all the names 
from the C-30 process start-
ed at Townsend Harris in 
September would be includ-
ed in the new pool of can-
didates, which means that 
Jahoda will still be consid-
ered for the permanent slot, 
much to the concern of her 
critics. Karlic said she was 
worried that the DOE and 
Superintendent Lindsay 
might back Jahoda despite 
parents’ concerns.

“Even after all the news 
scandals at school and all 
the efforts of the whole 
Townsend Harris commu-
nity, I fear that the DOE 
will feel that since she has 
been at the school since Sep-
tember, they’ll deem it ade-
quate enough to appoint her 
as permanent principal,” 
Karlic wrote.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

There was a time, not 
long ago, when the nation’s 
largest public housing devel-
opment was also one of the 
most violent, but last week, 
community members, elect-
ed officials and members of 
the NYPD came together to 
celebrate 365 days without 
gun violence at the Queens-
bridge Houses in Long Is-
land City. 

In the 1980s and ‘90s 
Queensbridge was a major 
site for drug dealing and 
crime and in 1986 it had 
more murders than any 
NYCHA complex in the city.  
Still today Queensbridge is 
one of 15 developments that 
account for 20 percent of all 
violent crime in public hous-
ing, according to the NYPD’s 
crime statistics.

To combat that trend, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 
launched the Mayor’s Ac-
tion Plan for Neighborhood 

Safety in June, 2014. As part 
of that initiative, the Jacob 
Riis Settlement House was 
invited to implement a Cure 
Violence program, funded 
by City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
aimed specifically at de-
creasing incidences of gun 
violence among young peo-
ple ages 16 to 24.

“It took concerted ef-
forts from many people and 
organizations to reach this 
victory,” Van Bramer said. 
“Today’s Queensbridge is 
a far cry from years past, 
when residents complained 
of regular shootings and vio-
lence. I look forward to work-
ing with all of our commu-
nity partners to extend the 
365 days of peace for days, 
months, and years to come.”

In December 2015, Riss 
Settlement launched 696 
Build Queensbridge as part 
of the Cure Violence program 
named for the six blocks of 
the Queens Houses complex 

with its 96 buildings.
The program’s manager, 

Kristofer Bain, led a simi-
lar effort in South Jamaica, 
which also logged 365 days 
without a shooting in 2015. 
Bain was honored at the Ja-
cob Riis Settlement House 
last week along with six 
other key individuals in the 
non-violence effort.

“On almost a daily ba-

sis we are engaging with 
high-risk youth and have 
interrupted hundreds of po-
tentially violent activities,” 
Bain said. “Ninety-nine per-
cent of the staff has been for-
merly incarcerated.”

The team has organized 
several events such as an 
anti-violence walk through 
the neighborhood, a public 
screening of a documentary 

on the effects of violence, 
and a community cook-
out with the Queensbridge 
Tenants Association and 
Fathers Alive in the Hood, 
also known as FAITH. Many 
more plans are in the works 
for year two, such as offering 
child care to participants, 
opening a juice bar, starting 
an employment program and 
creating an extensive refer-
ral network for those in need 
of legal aid, mental health, 
counseling and employment.

Van Bramer noted other 
approaches that helped 
lead to the year of peace at 
Queensbridge, including 
greater investments in arts 
and after-school programs 
at the Jacob Riis Center 
and nearby schools, better 
security features like15 
light towers and 360 cam-
eras, and improved com-
munity engagement from 
PSA 9 patrol unit and the 
114th Precinct.

State Assemblywoman 

Catherine Nolan (D-Long 
Island City), whose grand-
mother’s family moved into 
Queensbridge shortly after 
it opened in 1939, thanked 
April Simpson, the presi-
dent of the Queensbridge 
Tenants Association, Chris 
Hanaway, the executive 
director of the Riis Settle-
ment House and Bishop 
Mitchell Taylor, the found-
er of Urban Upbound.

“It has been an honor to 
participate in this wonder-
ful ceremony to commemo-
rate a one-year anniversary 
of peace in Queensbridge 
Houses,” Nolan said. “I 
look forward to continue 
working with everyone to 
ensure that Queensbridge 
remains a safe place to live 
for all its wonderful resi-
dents.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Students attend an event in happier times at Townsend Harris. 
             Photo by Christina Santucci

Queensbridge Houses celebrates year without gun violence

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan (c) joins Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer, NYPD personnel, and community leaders as Queensbridge 
Houses celebrates 365 days without gun violence for the first time 
in over a decade. Courtesy Nolan’s office
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4 Queens marchers stand tall in Manhattan

 

New York City hosts more than 400,000 demonstrators in support of women’s rights

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Hundreds of thousands 
took to the streets to pro-
test the inauguration of 
President Donald Trump 
Saturday during the 
New York City Women’s 
March, one day after he 
was sworn into office. The 
march coincided with doz-
ens of others throughout 
the country and world.

“I was so excited and 
exhilarated and came back 
very energized, ready to 
do battle, to carry on our 
mission and our goal,” 
Ann Jawin, the founder 
of the Kew Gardens-based 
Center for the Women of 
New York, said. “It wasn’t 
only peaceful, but people 
were happy to be doing 
something out there and 
communicating with 
each other and laughing 
at some of the outrageous 
signs.”

Jawin’s group was one 
of the many who marched, 
with the route extending 
from Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza at East 48th Street 
and First Avenue, down 
to 42nd Street and back 
up to Trump Tower on 
57th Street and Fifth Av-
enue. Mayor Bill de Blasio 
pegged the crowd size at 
about 400,000 in a tweet 
thanking the NYPD for 
their service, which far 
outpaced initial estimates 
of approximately 100,000.

The New York march 
was one of many orga-
nized in response to a 
massive march on Wash-
ington, D.C., held at the 
same time. Unofficial 
tallies for the D.C. march 
varied considerably, with 
many putting the num-
ber of attendees above 
500,000. 

“In the spirit of de-
mocracy and honoring 
the champions of hu-
man rights, dignity, and 
justice who have come 
before us, we join in di-
versity to show our pres-
ence in numbers too great 
to ignore,” the website 
for the D.C. march read. 
“The Women’s March on 
Washington will send a 

bold message to our new 
government on their first 
day in office, and to the 
world that women’s rights 
are human rights.” 

One attendee at the New 
York march was Manuela 
Zamora, who originally 
hailed from Bolivia but 
had lived in the United 
States for 13 years. She 
said she was marching 
for herself as well as her 
son and daughter. She ex-
pressed worry at Trump’s 
picks for Cabinet posts, 
such as Betsy DeVos as 
the administration’s edu-
cation secretary. 

“It’s very depressing 
to see a trend in appoint-
ing people to jobs while 
they’re against the reason 
those jobs were created,” 
she said, saying she was 
also unimpressed with 
the inaugural speech. “It 
was just a confirmation 
of everything we’ve seen 
before.”

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) joined hundreds 
of Jackson Heights resi-
dents in attending the 
march and made it to the 
site despite a delay on the  
No. 7 train.

“Our contingent was 
truly diverse and includ-
ed children and seniors, 
immigrants, Muslims and 
members of the LGBTQ 
community,” Dromm said 
about the protest move-
ment. “Together we sent 
a loud and clear message 
to the Trump administra-
tion that we will never 
stop fighting against 
their hateful agenda.”

Laura Williams, of the 
Three Parks Independent 
Democrats, located on the 
Upper West Side, said she 
was happy to see a large 
number of young people 
involved in the protest.

“I’m thankful I live in 
New York City, but there’s 

so much work to be done,” 
she said, decrying the di-
vide she felt Trump has 
exploited. “Trump made 
so much in his campaign 
about putting one group 
of people against another 
group of people, but we’re 
all in this together.”

Jawin said the chal-
lenges would come in 
short order during the 
Trump administration, 
pointing to an executive 
order he signed Monday 
that would outlaw fund-
ing for foreign non-gov-
ernmental organizations 
that provide patients 
abortion services and 
counseling.

“He took time with one 
of his first actions to take 
away eight years of posi-
tive help in these third 
world countries where 
people struggle just to 
survive,” she said. “We 
need to be alert and be 
ready to work.” 

A new political catch phrase emerged at the march. 
Photo by Naeisha Rose

A protester stands on a fire hydrant to get a better look in New 
York.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Hundreds of thousands of protesters marched through the streets of Manhattan in opposition to 
President Donald Trump. Photo by Paul Schindler
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City Council passes public art legislation
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed into law Wednes-
day  a raft of bills that 
changes how the city ap-
proaches and is involved 
in the arts following 
years of controversy over 
the placement of a sculp-
ture known as “The Sun-
bather” in Long Island 
City.

The 9-foot-high hot 
pink sculpture now 
gracing a median along 
Jackson Avenue at 43rd 
Avenue in Long Island 
City proved to be so con-
tentious that the City 
Council last week passed 
its first ever package of 
cultural legislation since 
the establishment of the 
Department of Cultural 
Affairs in 1976 as well as 
the largest set of reforms 
to the Percent for Art 
program since it was ini-
tiated in 1982. Brooklyn-
based artist Ohad Meromi 
was commissioned by the 

city to create “The Sun-
bather,” angering some in 
the Long Island arts com-
munity that one of their 
own was not selected.

The $515,000 cost 
raised the ire of many, 
but the lack of commu-
nity involvement in the 
decision-making process 
so outraged a Community 
Board 2 meeting in 2014 
that it led to the first-ever 
Cultural Town Hall meet-
ing before a standing-
room only crowd at MoMA 
PS1 in March, 2015. City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
co-hosted that evening 
alongside Cultural Af-
fairs Commissioner Tom 
Finkelpearl, and the two 
later worked to deliver 
legislation that gives the 
community greater input, 
increases funds allocated 
to public art installations 
and encourages diversity 
in the artists commis-
sioned for the project.

“Today we passed the 

largest package of bills 
ever in the history of the 
Committee of Cultural Af-
fairs, and the first reform 
to the Percent for Art pro-
gram since it was created 

under Mayor Koch,” said 
Van Bramer, who chairs 
the committee. “These 
pieces of legislation will 
bring more transparency 
and accountability to the 

public art process and 
strengthen the programs 
that help make our city 
the cultural capital of the 
world.”

The Percent For Art 
law requires that 1 percent 
of the budget for eligible 
city-funded construction 
projects be spent on pub-
lic artwork. The law was 
initiated by Koch in 1982. 
The program is managed 
by the city’s Department 
of Cultural Affairs.

“These bills will in-
crease community input 
into the Percent for Art 
program by requiring 
community members to 
sit on Percent for Art pan-
els, requiring the DCLA 
to collect data on who re-
ceives commissions, and 
mandating that outreach 
to artists is conducted in 
multiple languages,” Van 
Bramer said. “They will 
also strengthen Percent 
for Art by increasing the 
amount of money that can 
be spent on these impor-

tant projects.”
The Percentage of 

Art program has com-
missioned hundreds of 
site-specific projects in a 
variety of media such as 
painting, lighting, mo-
saic, sculpture and works 
that are integrated into 
infrastructure and archi-
tecture.

“This package also 
contains legislation re-
quiring reports from the 
Arts Commission and 
the cultural institutions 
groups, bringing more 
transparency to the in-
stitutions that literally 
shape the face of our city,” 
Van Bramer said. “New 
York City is better with 
more public art, more 
ambitious public art, and 
public art in every neigh-
borhood.  what this pack-
age will accomplish.”

 
Reach reporter Bill 

Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Mayor de Blasio signs a series of bills that will avoid controversey 
when placing pieces of public art such as “The Sunbather” in Long 
Island City, Photo by Bill Parry
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens College and six 
other CUNY schools made 
the top 20 for colleges that 
help move students from pov-
erty to prosperity, according 
to a recent study from the 
Equality of Opportunity 
Project.

The study was conducted 
by using millions of parental 
financial aid and tax filing 
records to track students 
from nearly every college in 
the country who were born 
between 1980 and 1991. The 
study then compared the stu-
dents’ incomes after leaving 
college to how much their 
parents earned when the 
children started college. 

The median fam-
ily income of a student from 
Queens College is $73,100, 
and 33 percent of students 
come from the top 20 percent. 
About 7.1 percent of students 
at Queens College came from 
a poor family but became a 
rich adult. The study found 
that the median income of 
Queens College students at 
age 34 was $48,200.

Queens College President 
Félix V. Matos Rodríguez is 
glad that there is now data to 
support the value of attend-
ing affordable colleges.

“It’s scientific validation 
of something we have known 
and have been sharing with 
anyone willing to listen,” he 
said. “Students who come 
from the most modest back-
grounds are usually not af-
forded opportunities in high-
er education. CUNY provides 

the access. We’re proud that 
when our students enter the 
real world, they go out there 
and do extremely well. We do 
transformational work and 
we are among the best at get-
ting it done, but we never had 
the real facts. Now there’s a 
study that looked at the data 
and its  great validation of 
the work we do here.” 

Rodríguez hopes that 
this new study shows the 
importance of CUNY

“This is the American 
story and now there’s com-
plete evidence,” he said. 
“So you have students, if 
we didn’t exist, that would 
probably remain poor. 
That’s sad not just on a per-
sonal level, but a societal 
level. CUNY helps trans-
form them into people who 
become richer, healthier 
and more civically minded. 
This should be music to 
taxpayers’ and elected offi-
cials’ ears.” 

Rodríguez said his life 
has been directly affected 
by the benefits of public 
schools. 

“It’s the story of my par-
ents in Puerto Rico going 
to a public university and 
then to a middle-class life 
and getting more opportu-
nities. I have always been 
very aware of many oppor-
tunities I’ve been afforded 
because they got their 
break.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

The matriarch of a 
mob-connected family 
from the Malba section 
of Whitestone is awaiting 
sentencing after plead-
ing guilty to a charge of 
conspiring to import co-
caine in Brooklyn federal 
court.

Eleonora Gigliotti, 55, 
faces a mandatory sen-
tence of five years in pris-
on and also agreed to pay 
a $1.6 million forfeiture 
judgment under which the 
government has already 
seized cash, cars and fire-
arms, court officials said.

Her husband Grego-
rio and son Angelo, both 
reputed Genovese crime 
family associates, were 
convicted in July of op-
erating a transnational 
cocaine trafficking op-
eration from their family-
owned Corona restaurant, 
Cucino Amodo Mio, locat-
ed at 51-01 108th St.

Evidence presented at 
the trial, including court-
authorized wiretaps and 
physical surveillance, 
revealed the Gigliotti\s 
operated several busi-
nesses that were used to 
facilitate their narcotics-
trafficking operation.

In October 2014, law 
enforcement intercepted 
a shipment of cassava 
that was sent to the Unted 
States from Costa Rica. 
The shipment contained 

nearly 40 kilograms of 
cocaine secreted inside 
cardboard boxes of cas-
sava.

Earlier, Eleonora 
Gigliotti traveled to Cos-
ta Rica with more than 
$360,000 in cash that she 
delivered to the sources of 
supply, according to trial 
records. The Gigliotti de-
fendants were arrested 
on March 11, 2015 in New 
York.

That same day, law en-
forcement searched Cuci-
no Amodo Mio as well as 

the Malba residence, seiz-
ing one 12-gauge shotgun, 
one loaded .357 magnum 
Trooper revolver, one 
loaded .22 caliber Colt pis-
tol, one .38 caliber Char-
ter Arms revolver, one 9 
mm Keltec pistol, one .762 
Czech pistol, one .38 cali-
ber Derringer, loose am-
munition, holsters, brass 
knuckles and more than 
$100,000 in cash, and a 
drug ledger detailing the 
disbursement of money 
made on the sale of nar-
cotics.

Gregorio and Angelo 
Gigliotti were expected 
to be sentenced March 20. 
Had Eleonora Gigliotti 
gone to trial in March as 
originally scheduled, she 
could have gotten life in 
prison if convicted.

Instead she pleaded 
guilty to Judge Raymond 
Dearie and awaits sen-
tencing April 1.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

In better times Corona restaurant owner Gregorio Gigliotti prepares for the 2014 World Cup. Now he 
and his son await sentencing for operating a cocaine ring while his wife Eleonora pleads guilty to one 
count of conspirancy to import cocaine. Photo by Bill Parry

Gigliotti mother guilty
Malba mob family awaits sentencing in drug trafficking case

Queens College lifts 
students from poverty
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I am interested in
Mausoleum Space:
Cremation Graves/Niches:

Please Mail To:
St. John’s Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, NY 11379

As indicated, please call/send 
me my FREE packet

Name

Address

Phone:

Email:

Last week we 
selected our final 

resting place

Now we’re living life 
to the fullest.

718-894-4888
Cremation and Above Ground Burial Sites Available NYP 01/29/17

Sewer installation project in Bayside Hills proceeds
Work finally resumes after original contractor defaulted on job in 2015 before filing for bankruptcy

BY MARK HALLUM

A city Department of De-
sign and Construction proj-
ect has commenced after 
an extended hiccup which 
left residents at a November 
Bayside Hills Civic Associa-
tion meeting in uproar.

An extensive project 
to install upgraded water 
mains, which has squeezed 
residential streets, taken 
up parking and suppos-
edly hit property values, 
became defunct after con-
tractor Trocom Construc-
tion Corp. defaulted on the 
work in 2015 after finishing 
only 35 percent of the job. 
The company then filed for 
bankruptcy.

Now Community Board 
11 District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said the work is 
proceeding as planned with 
the new contractors. Upon 
meeting them, Seinfeld said 
they were professional and 
on top of moving the project 

ahead.
Equipment and supplies 

had been left stacked be-
hind barricades on subur-
ban streets since the work 
ended. On 216th Street 
there is an open trench, 
which raised murmurs at 
the meeting about fears 
that children would climb 
inside.

The materials aban-
doned by the original con-
tractors are now being 
utilized by the new work 
crews. Equipment and 
heavy machinery, own-
ers unknown, had been 
cleared from the area. The 
open trench which caused a 
stir is being covered follow-
ing the delivery of the pipe 
needed, Seinfeld said.

DDC Deputy Commis-
sioner of Infrastructure Ali 
Malick briefed residents 
at the November meeting 
about developments in the 
plan to update water mains, 
some nearly a century old. 

A new contractor had been 
brought on board, and sum-
mer of 2018 would be the 
projected completion date 
from the new contractor.

Originally installed in 
1928, the water mains being 
replaced are not designed 
to accommodate the level 
of development which has 
occurred in Bayside Hills. 
Neither Queensborough 

Community College nor 
Benjamin Cardozo High 
School had been built at the 
time.

“I wouldn’t want this in 
my neighborhood and I feel 
ashamed coming here be-
cause this is not what DDC 
does,” Malick said to resi-
dents at the meeting in Bay-
side Colonial Church before 
he broke the news about the 

lengthy time frame for com-
pletion. “Our housekeeping 
is much, much better than 
what I see over here.”

Residents voiced cyni-
cal views about the ability 
of elected officials and the 
DDC to take control of the 
situation.

“I know this community 
has been frustrated, and I 
share in that frustration 
as well. We are going to be 
keeping tabs and making 
sure that when 2018 rolls 
around, we really are seal-
ing the deal and moving 
on,” Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
told Malick, explaining that 
there needs to be an inter-
play between city agencies 
for snow removal during 
the work hiatus.

According to DDC bid 
documents, water main 
upgrades were slated for 
Springfield Boulevard 
between the Long Island 
Expressway and 56th Av-

enue; Luke Place between 
216th and 218th streets; 
216th Street between 39th 
Avenue and Luke Place; 
48th Avenue between Bell 
and Springfield blvds.; 
51st Avenue between 214th 
Street and Springfield 
Boulevard; Bell Boulevard 
between Luke Place and 
51st Avenue; 217th Street 
between 48th and 54th Ave-
nues; 43rd Avenue between 
216th and 217th streets; 
49th Avenue between 215th 
and 216th streets; 49th Av-
enue between 217th Street 
and Springfield Boule-
vard; 50th Avenue between 
215th and 216th streets; 
and 50th Avenue between 
217th Street and Spring-
field Boulevard.

The original bid was for 
$19.7 million.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

The long-defunct plan to replace outdate water mains in Bayside 
Hills commenced after years on hiatus. Photo by Juan Soto
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379info@middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train

M
id

d
le

 V
il

la
ge

 Preparatory Charter
 Sc

h
o

o
l

middlevillageprep.org

Applications will be available

online February 1st, 2017

Lottery to be held on April 6th, 2017 at 7pm

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 3rd, 2017

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

Mayor budgets increased funding for Vision Zero
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced Wednesday he 
will expand the city’s five-
year commitment to his Vi-
sion Zero initiative to $1.6 
billion, dedicating more 
than $400 million in new re-
sources for street redesign, 
street markings, lighting 
and other engineering im-
provements. He also plans 
to increase the number of 
NYPD crossing guards and 
increasing capacity of the 
NYPD to crack down on 
dangerous driving. 

The new funding is part 
of the mayor’s $84.67 billion 
preliminary budget for the 
12 months beginning in 
July, which he announced 
Tuesday.

“With three straight 
years of declining fatali-
ties in New York City that 
are strongly countering na-
tional trends, Vision Zero 
has already made a differ-
ence in saving lives,” de 
Blasio said. “But we have 

said that we must always do 
more. Our proposed budget 
will allow us to keep kids 
safe around our schools 
and expand DOT’s most ef-
fective efforts to make our 
streets even safer.”

The increased fund-
ing would allow for 100 
full-time school crossing 
Guard supervisors and 200 
additional part-time school 
crossing guards to ensure 
100 percent coverage at all 
school crossing posts city-
wide and create a mobile re-
placement squad to prevent 
posts from being empty. It 
would also expand Vision 
Zero capital funding for 
major street reconstruc-
tion and faster replacement 
and refurbishment of street 
markings and safer cross-
walks citywide, among 
other measures.

“We commend Mayor de 
Blasio for expanding fund-
ing for the ongoing Vision 
Zero initiative, which has 
already improved safety 
on our roadways in Queens 

and throughout all five 
boroughs,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. 
“Our city is much safer 
thanks to the elements of 

the Vision Zero initiative 
that has been put in place, 
and increased investments 
would do even more to pro-
tect our children, pedestri-

ans, bicyclists and motor-
ists.”

Transportation Alter-
natives welcomed the news 
of increased funding.

“To reach the goal of 
eliminating traffic fatali-
ties and serious injuries 
by 2024, the city will need 
to move more quickly to 
redesign the most danger-
ous corridors and inter-
sections,” TA Executive 
Director Paul Steely White 
said. “Along with bringing 
high-visibility markings 
and pedestrian safety im-
provements to four times 
as many intersections, this 
new funding will also al-
low the DOT to build more 
protected bike lanes.”

Other highlights of the 
mayor’s preliminary bud-
get include $162 million over 
five years to mitigate flood-
ing in southeast Queens, 
$147 million to repave 1,300 
mile of roads, $5.2 million 
for bullet-proof window in-
serts in all NYPD cruisers 
and hundreds of millions 

of dollars to repair leaking 
roofs at NYCHA buildings 
citywide.

The mayor’s budget also 
includes adding 40,000 pub-
lic school seats by 2025.

“Deepening the prog-
ress we’ve made over 
the last three years, this 
budget further invests 
in the foundations cen-
tral to a strong, fair city 
-- more classroom seats, 
enhanced traffic safety 
initiatives, crucial infra-
structure upgrades and 
public safety progress,” 
de Blasio said. “At the 
same time, in the face of 
economic uncertainty 
from Washington, this 
budget once again will 
save money through ef-
ficiency measures and 
invest further in reserve 
funds at safeguarding our 
city’s financial future.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio dedicates over $400 million to acceler-
ate street redesigns and increase Vision Zero traffic enforce-
ment in an effort to reduce fatal hit-and-run collisions. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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FOOTBALL CATERING

718-672-9696
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

 

ONE CONTINENTAL AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11375
OPEN 7 DAYS / 718- 261-1005

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR SYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT HOLIDAY LOOK 

Formerly Sera Salon
Salon

GET THE LOOK
THAT GETS YOU NOTICED

LET OUR STYLISTS AND
TECHNICIANS GIVE YOU

A GREAT LOOK

community leaders across 
the state.

“Raising the age of 
criminal responsibility is 
New York State’s ultimate 
goal, but New York City 
can and must do more right 
now to mitigate the effects 
of charging 16- and 17-year-
olds as adults,” Lancman 
said. “Though the city 
promised it would move 
young people off Rikers, 
there are still nearly 200 
young people languishing 
there. It’s scientifically 
proven young people’s 
brains are still develop-
ing and they don’t fully 
understand the gravity 
of their actions. Instead of 
charging and trying teens 
as adults, the city should 
instead focus in increas-
ing diversion programs 
so youth in every borough 
can participate. There is 
no excuse for delay when 
we have the power to make 
changes today.”

Lancman led a rally 
near City Hall last week 
before holding hearings in 
his Courts & Legal Servic-
es Committee. Writing in 
the New York Law Journal, 
Lancman mentioned Proj-

ect Reset, a collaboration 
between the NYPD and the 
Center for Court Innova-
tion which diverts 16- and 
17-year-olds charged with 
first time, low-level, non-
violent, non-victim misde-
meanor offenses such as 
drug possession, trespass-
ing and shoplifting pre-
arraignment, from being 
prosecuted. These youths 
are arrested, brought to 
the precinct, and receive 
a desk appearance ticket 
with a nine-month return 
date, after which prosecu-
tors and defense counsel 
decide on participation in 
a restorative justice diver-
sion program. Provided 
completion  is successful, 
the district attorney de-
clines to prosecute with no 

public record of the arrest. 
Project Reset recently ex-
panded to cover all of Man-
hattan and one precinct in 
Brooklyn.

“Public Reset should be 
expanded, both geographi-
cally and in terms of of-
fenses covered,” Lancman 
wrote. “If it’s good enough 
for Manhattan and a pre-
cinct in Brooklyn, why not 
take it citywide? Thou-
sands of 16- and 17-year-olds 
throughout the five bor-
oughs are having their lives 
ruined for want of a vision 
for reform that includes 
their neighborhoods.”  

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Youth crime

her concerns Tuesday.
“I oppose developing 

the site with the build-
ings currently proposed. 
Too large, too tall and too 
high a f loor-area ration,” 
Nolan said. “This project 
has high probability to be 
outsized and not right for 
Long Island City. Consid-
ering the size of the site 
and its proximity to other 
large-scale developments 
in Long Island City, there 
must be a better plan to 
increase basic services 
before such large-scale 
development is consid-
ered.”

Meanwhile, the may-
or’s “game-changer” of 
a plan for building af-
fordable housing atop a 
deck over a large portion 
of the Sunnyside Yards, 
announced during his 
February 2015 State of 
the City Address,  which 

was immediately rejected 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 
The rail yards are used 
by Amtrak, New Jersey 
Transit, the Long Island 
Rail Road, and are a stag-
ing ground for the ambi-
tious, multibillion-dollar 
East Side Access Proj-
ect which will bring the 
LIRR to Grand Central 
Terminal.

“There obviously were 
real differences with the 
state of New York,” he said 
earlier this month. “We 
think our proposal made 
a lot of sense and could be 
very good for everyone. 
We also know it would 
create a huge amount of 
affordable housing. Fair 
neighborhood concerns 
have been raised about 
potential congestion 
and about amenities and 
transportation, things 
the community would 
need. But we’re going 
to have more work done 
with the community, and 
more work done with the 

state to get it to be a more 
immediate opportunity.”

While Deputy Mayor 
for Housing and Econom-
ic Development Alicia 
Glen has not shared de-
tails of the study yet, she 
did mention that a project 
of this magnitude is not 
easy to execute.

“It is neither on the 
back burner per se nor 
is it the game-changer,” 
Glen said. “Nor is it the 
No. 1 thing that we are 
working on. Any major 
project which is of infra-
structure and a neigh-
borhood building effort 
transcends administra-
tions, and it’s going to be 
a decades-long effort, but 
we are committed to con-
tinuing to evaluate it and 
see where we can make 
some concrete progress.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Sunnyside

The spectre of Kalief Browder hangs over the prison reform move-
ment on Rikers Island as City Councilman Rory Lancman urges 
more be done to help juveniles behind bars. 
 Photo by Bill Parry
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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“It’s a safe place, regardless of 
your immigration status, your 
religion, or how you identify 
yourself. It sounds like the place 
America strives to be and what 
we present ourselves to be.”

Kim was joined by repre-
sentatives from Queens Legal 
Services, the Mayor’s Office 
of Immigrant Affairs and the 
NYC Human Rights Commis-
sion, among others. Kim said 
the event was scheduled on In-
auguration Day to reaffirm the 
organization’s commitment to 
the communities it serves.

“We have to take back the 
power to protect our own and 
continue to expand services to 
include as many people as pos-
sible in that community,” she 
said. “Even if the federal gov-
ernment turns their backs on 
these rights, these gains and 
this diversity, community or-
ganizations, service providers 
and local governments have to 
make those commitments to do 
more.” 

Kim relayed the story of a 
family with four children be-
tween the ages of four and 10 
who had visited the clinic two 

days before the election. The 
father had owned a small busi-
ness in Colombia, and the fam-
ily had been targeted by a gang 
who threatened to kidnap the 
10-year-old child and sell the 
youngster into slavery. They 
made the decision to f lee and 
crossed the Mexican border.

“To them, America was a 
promised land,” Kim said.

The family and Kim had spo-
ken about what could happen if 
Hillary Clinton won the general 
election. Kim thought compre-
hensive immigration reform, 
a goal that eluded Presidents 
George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama, could finally become re-
ality. The family and Kim were 
to meet again after the election.

“They haven’t come back,” 
she said. “I’m sure they know 
there is no option right now.”

Kim said she was worried 
Trump would rescind Obama’s 
Deferred Action on Children 
Arrivals executive order, which 
halted actions on undocumented 
immigrants brought to the Unit-
ed States at a young age. Kim 
said she did not know what a re-
versal would entail, but it would 
likely mean that any work per-
mits issued to DACA applicants 
would not be renewed.

“We had a lot of young people 

who we educated in this coun-
try and have been working, and 
they will lose their means to sup-
port themselves and their fami-
lies and not be able to go on with 
their future,” Kim said. “We’re 
talking about a lot of promising 
young people who are going to 
be losing their status.”

Immigrants enrolled in the 
DACA program supplied the 
federal government with infor-
mation that could make them 
easier to locate, according to 
Kim. Trump had previously ex-
pressed a desire to start depor-
tation procedures on 2 million 
to 3 million people, arguing he 
would target ‘violent criminals,’ 
but Kim worried that DACA ap-
plicants with more information 
on file could be caught in the 
crossfire.

No one doubted the severity 
of the challenge, but Legal Hand 
Volunteer Coordinator Jose 
Torres said the collected agen-
cies and New York City were up 
to the task.

“The world changed on the 
20th, but we’re here on the 21st,” 
he said. 

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Legal Hand
Chitwah Tse, 73, entered a 

guilty plea in December to man-
slaughter and was sentenced last 
week to 15 years in prison and 
five years probation following 
his release, according to the DA . 

“In pleading guilty to man-
slaughter, the defendant admit-
ted to brutally killing the 61-year-
old woman whom he had shared 
his life with,” Brown said. “The 
victim was beaten bloody and 
left for dead in their bed that was 
soaked crimson red. The defen-
dant will likely spend the rest of 
his life incarcerated for this hei-
nous crime.”

According to police, Tse 
shared a basement apartment 
with 61-year-old girlfriend Hui-
zhen Zhan and a third person on 
158-10 65th Ave. 

On Aug. 1 Tse’s lawyer, Garo 
Kapikian, called the 107th Pre-
cinct and told police his new cli-
ent, Tse, had walked into his of-
fice earlier in the afternoon and 
informed him there was a corpse 
in his basement apartment, the 
DA said.

Officers responded to the 
Fresh Meadows address and 
entered through the front door 
where there was no sign of forced 

entry. Both doors to the bedrooms 
were locked, police said. 

When police broke down the 
bedroom doors, they saw Zhan’s 
body lying on a bed in the rear 
bedroom, the DA said. 

Her body was covered with a 
sheet that was soaked in blood. 
There was also blood on the walls 
and ceiling and broken glass on 
the bed, the DA said. 

When officers removed the 
sheets, they discovered deep lac-
erations on Zhan’s body.

Her cellphone was discovered 
on her bedside table, and police 
found blood in the adjoining 
bathroom’s shower stall and toi-
let, Brown said.

Zhan’s death was ruled a ho-
micide due to blunt force trauma 
by the chief medical examiner 
Aug. 2

On Aug. 3 between 2:15 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. NYPD’s Hostage 
Negotiation Team arrived at 
Tse’s lawyers offices in Manhat-
tan where he had climbed over a 
balcony railing on the 22nd floor,.  
He then went out onto an I-Beam 
adjoining the balcony railing and 
threatened to jump, according to 
Brown.

He was safely brought inside 
the building by officers, taken to 
Bellevue Hospital and charged 
with the death of Zhan.

Continued from Page 1 

Murder
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

    Super 
   Sunday 2017

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


