
BY PATRICK DONACHIE AND GINA 
MARTINEZ

Queens lawmakers respond-
ed to President Donald Trump’s 
Friday executive order barring 

immigration from seven Muslim-
majority nations with outrage at 
its impact and vowed to fight it, but 
the chairman of the Queens Repub-
lican Party said the reaction to the 
orders was “political hysteria.”

“I remain shocked and appalled 
by the detention of individuals ar-
riving to the U.S. at major airports, 
including JFK in New York City,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-As-
toria) said. “People who are study-

ing, working and traveling abroad 
are now unsure if they will be able 
to return home based on their im-
migration status. It also appears 
that the executive order imposes an 
unconstitutional religious test on 
immigrants and refugees seeking 
entry to our country by giving pri-
ority to one religion over another.”

But former congressman and 
Queens GOP Chairman Bob Turn-
er defended Trump’s executive or-
der, although he acknowledged its 
implementation “was somewhat 
haphazard, and even ham-hand-
ed.” 

“The executive order is not a 
ban on Muslims nor will it signifi-
cantly reduce the annual rate of 
immigrants entering the U.S. each 
year legally,” Turner said. “Presi-
dent Trump was elected on a plat-
form featuring better vetting and 
scrutiny of our border access pro-
cedures.  He did just what he prom-
ised to do.”

Trump signed the order Friday, 
which restricted travel for immi-
grants from Iran, Syria, Iraq, Ye-
men, Somalia, Libya and Sudan. 
Entry to the United States was 
barred for 90 days, with the refugee 
program suspended for 120 days. 
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A protester’s retelling of the patriotic Lee Greenwood song, “God Bless the USA,” appears on an American flag re-
fitted with a peace symbol. The flag is tied to the fence at the Bayside LIRR station and reads: “I won’t forget the 
men & women who died and gave this right to ALL visitors, immigrants and refugees.”  Photo by Mark Hallum 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing Bay is getting a ma-
jor cleanup. 

The city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection has begun 
work on a $34 million project to 
dredge portions of Flushing Bay 
near the World’s Fair Marina to 
reduce odors and improve the 
health of the waterway. 

According to the DEP, the 
work will also include enhance-
ments of existing wetlands and 
removal of deteriorated timber 
piles, an abandoned pier and non-
native trees to improve views of 
the bay. 

The dredging will be complet-
ed in 2017 and the wetland expan-
sion and planting will continue 
over the next several years, DEP 
said.

DEP Acting Commissioner 
Vincent Sapienza said this clean-
up will benefit residents near the 
bay. 

“This $34 million dredging 
and wetland expansion project 
will help to clean up Flushing Bay 
and improve the quality of life for 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Supervisors at a wheelchair assistance contrac-
tor servicing travelers through John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport allegedly discriminated against 
their Muslim employees, according to charges filed 

City says JFK contractor 
religiously discriminated

BY MARK HALLUM

A recent Quinnipiac 
University poll does not 
bode well for state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) in the up-
coming mayoral race. The 
Queens pol came in with 
only a 1 percent approval 

rating, landing him in below 
the four other candidates in 
the Democratic primary.

Mayor Bill de Blasio had 
the highest approval rating 
with 35 percent, followed by 
former City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn with 11 per-
cent, City Comptroller Scott 

Stringer with 9 percent, U.S. 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries with 8 
percent and Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
with 5 percent.

But Tim Malloy, assis-
tant director of the Quinnip-
iac University Poll, said the 

State Sen. Tony Avella came out with a 1 
percent approval rating in a recent poll 
for the Democratic mayoral primary. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

$34M project 
begins in 

Flushing Bay

Pols outraged over impact of ban
Queens lawmakers vow to fi ght order as GOP chief calls reaction ‘political hysteria’
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Avella trails in run for mayor

BAYSIDE STANDS TALL
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3Jax Hts-Corona BID expansion tabled

Lack of support leads to temporary end of controversial 82nd street partnership plan

BY BILL PARRY

During her State of the 
District Address in march 
2015, City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Cope-
land (D-East Elmhurst) 
announced a community 
agreement that created a 
new way forward for the 
82nd Street Partnership’s 
proposed expansion into 
Corona. The newly ex-
panded and more diverse 
board of directors, in-
cluding representatives 
of the LGBT community, 
street vendors  and youth 
as well as commercial 
and residential tenants, 
brought Make the Road 
New York back into the 
fold as supporters of the 
Business Improvement 
District’s expansion.

“The establishment 
of the Jackson Heights-
Corona Partnership is 
exemplary and a triumph 
over longstanding chal-
lenges Roosevelt Avenue 
has faced,” Ferreras-

Copeland said at the time. 
“This is a solution our 
immigrant small busi-
nesses have wanted. Now 
we can stand united, take 
the reins of our future 
and thrive like we have 
always deserved.”

The expansion still has 
not happened, however, 
and according to Tania 

Mattos of Queens Neigh-
borhoods United, it never 
had the community back-
ing it needed to succeed.

“It is official that the 
Jackson Heights-Corona 
BID has gained no sup-
port and city agencies 
have just walked away 
from the project and it is 
off the table for now,” Mat-

tos said. “Julissa was the 
BID’s champion, but she 
moved on to other things 
like her free tampons in 
schools campaign and 
now her focus is on being 
the next Council speaker. 
And then we were in Fred-
erick Wiseman’s film on 
Jackson Heights and that 
was a pretty big blow to 

their efforts.”
The 85-year-old grand 

master of American 
documentary filmmak-
ing featured members of 
Queens Neighborhood 
United in several scenes 
of his award winning “In 
Jackson Heights” that 
premiered in October 
to a standing room only 

crowd at PS 69. It ran 
for several weeks at the 
Museum of the Moving 
Image in January and 
was recently screened on 
PBS. Wiseman, who said 
he sympathized with the 
anti-gentrification move-
ment in western Queens, 
never interviewed anyone 
from the 82nd Street Part-
nership for his film and 
portrayed the expansion 
into Corona as an end to 
mom-and-pop stores and 
vendors along Roosevelt 
Avenue.

Earlier this week, 
Mattos sent a statement 
through e-mail to a group 
of nearly a hundred small 
business owners and ven-
dors. 

“We applaud the deci-
sion to abandon the plan 
to expand the JH-Corona 
BID,” she wrote. “Most of 
all, we are proud of and 
commend all community 
members, especially the 
small business owners, 
vendors and workers for 

Opponents of the 82nd Street Partnership’s expansion into Corona say the project is off the table for now. 
Courtesy of 82nd Street Partnership

BY BILL PARRY

The number of attorneys 
helping detained travelers at 
JFK’s Terminal 4 had dwin-
dled to about 20 by midweek, 
but the numbers of individu-
als needing guidance grew 
from the original 41 held af-
ter President Donald Trump 
issued his executive order 
barring entry to refugees 
and visa holders from seven 
majority-Muslim nations.

A steady stream of elect-
ed officials made their way 
through thousands of pro-
testers outside Terminal 4 
last weekend to offer their 
support to the scores of vol-
unteer lawyers who dropped 
everything and raced to help 
those who were detained last 
weekend. The lawyers of-
fered free advice and help to 
the families of the travelers, 

some of whom were held for 
more than 30 hours. 

“I commend the attorneys 
and the Mayor’s Community 
Affairs Unit who spent the 
last three days in JFK Ter-
minals 1, 4 and 7 identifying 
families of the detained and 
challenging the President’s 
Executive Order through 
lawsuits and restraining or-
ders for individuals who had 
all the necessary documen-
tation to enter the United 
States,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said after vis-
iting with the lawyers Sun-
day. “I was in close contact 
throughout the past three 
days with congressional col-
leagues to assist the lawyers 
and families in anyway pos-
sible.”

A semblance of normalcy 
had returned to Terminal 
4 by Monday morning. The 

only signs of the protest-
ers were some anti-Trump 
graffiti and stickers on the 
sidewalk saying “We Are all 
Muslim,” while the group 
of volunteer attorneys con-
tinued their advocacy work 
inside.

“Forty-one have been re-
leased, two were deported 
and there is one who still 
may be in custody, but we’re 
not sure because there is no 
communication with the 
government,” said Camille 
Mackler, New York Immi-
gration Coalition director 
of Legal Initiatives. “Our 
numbers are based on our 
lawyers at each of the termi-
nals and their dealings with 
the families of the detainees. 
We’re still looking at flights 
from the Middle East and 
Europe to see if there are 
anymore. We’ll be here for 

the forseeable future.”
Mackler, an attorney 

from Brooklyn, became the 
coordinator of dozens of 
lawyers who flocked to the 
terminal over the weekend 
to volunteer their services 
to the detained from a make-

shift compound outside the 
Central Diner filled with 
laptop computers, fax ma-
chines and plenty of used 
coffee cups. Queens native 
Roman Zelichenko, who 
did not want to disclose his 
neighborhood for “fear of be-

ing stalked,” joined the oth-
ers in the lawyer’s war room 
Sunday after following a law 
school colleague’s posts on 
social media.

“The volunteers keep 
coming in even after all the 
initially detained had been 
processed,” Zelichenko said. 
“We’ve created an infra-
structure here so if some-
thing happens again on 
short notice we’ll know what 
to do.”

By Tuesday, Mackler 
and her team of pro bono at-
torneys from different firms 
and non-profits had helped 
71 individuals from 20 differ-
ent countries, including Tur-
key, Sri Lanka, Pakistan. 
France, Algeria, China and 
Malaysia.

“This ban clearly affects 
more than just the seven tar-

Katz praises pro bono attorneys who helped at JFK

Attorneys continue their pro bono work on behalf of detainees at 
Terminal 4 at JFK International Airport. Photo by Bill Parry

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14
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Address

Phone:

Email:
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‘Real Women Real Voices’ symposium calls for clemency
Former and current prisoners advocate on behalf of inmates jailed for non-violent drug offenses
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Advocates for incar-
cerated and formerly in-
carcerated women vowed 
to continue pushing for 
clemency for women im-
prisoned on non-violent 
drug offenses despite the 
‘law-and-order’ stance of 
the new presidential ad-
ministration, according 
to speakers at a forum 
sponsored by the National 
Council for Incarcerated 
and Formerly Incarcer-
ated Women and Girls.

The “Real Women Real 
Voices” symposium, held 
in Vanderbilt Hall at New 
York University’s Law 
School Jan. 25, brought 
together formerly incar-
cerated women to share 
their stories and views 
on panel discussions. 
The evening also includ-
ed phone calls from two 
women currently serving 
time in prison.

Andrea James, the 
council’s executive direc-
tor, said she hoped the 
symposium would be a 
call for action for the at-
tendees, particularly the 
law students in the audi-
ence who may end up as 
prosecutors.

“We wanted to talk 
about the policies, as the 
experts in this field,” she 
said. “We are working to 
create a system that is 
based on human justice.”

James founded the 
council in December 2015 
to advocate for women 
in and out of prison. She 
also founded Families for 
Justice as Healing and 
was a 2016 recipient of the 
Robert F. Kennedy Hu-
man Rights Award.

Espousing the motto 
“nothing about us with-
out us,” the council wants 
to ensure that incarcer-
ated and formerly incar-
cerated women’s voices 

are included in the debate 
over prison reform.

The council currently 
involves more than 1,000 
women in and out of pris-
on, with chapters in 22 
states, and forum attend-
ees came from as far away 
as Oakland, Calif., and 
Atlanta, Ga., according to 
Topeka Sam, the council’s 
national director. 

At one point, the coun-
cil set up a video chat with 
Alice-Marie Johnson, 61, 
who is currently serving 
a life sentence for a non-
violent drug offense. 

Having served more 
than 20 years of her sen-
tence, she originally 
asked President Barack 
Obama to grant her clem-
ency as a part of his Clem-
ency Project 2014, but 
was denied, nor was she 
among the more than 200 
commutations Obama is-
sued during his last week 
in office.

Johnson acknowl-
edged that she made “ter-
rible choices” more than 
20 years before, but said 
her choices in prison had 
been far different. John-
son said she had an exem-
plary conduct record in 
prison and her clemency 
request had the support 
of the warden, prison 
staff and three members 
of Congress. 

She expressed sorrow 
for those inmates “who 
are languishing in prison, 
whose dreams have been 
shattered, whose hopes 
have turned to hopeless-
ness, whose tears could 
fill a river.” 

But Johnson renewed 
her commitment to con-
tinue fighting for clem-
ency despite the disap-
pointment that she was 
unsuccessful with Presi-
dent Obama.

“So many people are 
quick to say, ‘you do the 

crime, you do the time.’ 
But that time should be 
just and fair,” she said. 
“There’s no middle way 
on justice’s highway. You 
have to pick a side.”

The council and other 
organizations advocate 
for clemency for inmates 
like Johnson, and James 
said it was important to 
keep fighting, because 
sometimes their efforts 
are successful. She point-
ed out Ramona Brant, a 
panelist who had been 
granted clemency by 
Obama in 2015.

“We used to carry 
Ramona’s picture with 
us around the country,” 
James said. “Now we car-
ry Ramona.”

Brant was arrested in 
1993 in North Carolina 
and charged with con-
spiracy — a conspiracy 
Brant said began long 
before she even arrived 
in the state. She received 

clemency in Dec. 2015 and 
later met with Obama to 
speak about issues sur-
rounding mass incar-
ceration, such as housing 
discrimination against 
former inmates. 

Like many through-
out the evening, Brant 
expressed worry about 
what the Trump admin-
istration would mean for 
women and girls still in-
carcerated, but she said 
she was determined to re-
main optimistic.

“We hope something 
good will come out of this 
administration,” she said. 
“I doubt it, but you’ve got 
to believe in the unbeliev-
able.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Borough President Me-

linda Katz outlined the ac-
complishments of the past 
year and the direction the 
borough is heading in her 
2017 State of the Borough 
address last Friday. 

Katz said Queens is 
becoming the borough of 
“growth” and “families” by 
experiencing the highest 
tourism increase citywide, 
while school overcrowding 
has been reduced. 

The borough president 
said she is setting her sights 
on giving the long-over-
looked Willets Point area 
a face-lift with a proposed 
soccer and hockey stadium. 
Immigrant support will be 
a high priority in 2017.

Since the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Ser-
vices field office in Long Is-
land City shut its doors due 
to flooding two years ago, 
residents have been forced 
to go to Lower Manhattan 
or Holtsville, L.I. about 
citizenship, green card and 
other services.

Katz and U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) are 
proposing to reopen the 
Queens office in the vacant 
space available in the Add-
abbo Federal Building in 
Jamaica, which is easily 
accessible by public trans-
portation.

Katz said in an earlier 
briefing that her intent is 
to address the uncertainty 
felt by immigrants in light 
of the new administration 
in the White House, with 49 
percent of Queens residents 
having been born abroad.

“With all the political 
stuff that’s been happen-
ing nationwide, we wanted 
to send the message that 
in Queens we all stand to-
gether and work together. 
We’re not going to tolerate 
hate crimes,” Katz said at 
the briefing earlier that 
week. “But we’re also going 
to create effective ways for 
people to get the services 
they need.”

The city has allocated 
about $400 million to the 

derelict Willets Point area 
over the course of a decade 
and spent $300 million 
demolishing and moving 
businesses in an attempt to 
clean up the spot, which is 
part of the stalled $3 billion 
development plan drawn up 
by the Bloomberg adminis-
tration, according to Katz.

“Yet to this day, it’s still 
a blight. When we hosted 
the World Series at Citi 
Field, that’s the Queens that 
folks saw from all over the 
country,” Katz said. “How 
about a hockey and soccer 
stadium? Just imagine if 
we, the World’s Borough, 
hosted the World Cup or the 
Stanley Cup. Willets Point 
is 62 acres. The market and 
constituencies are here, we 
have needs, and there is in-
herent demand.”

Classrooms have grown 
while classroom trailers 
have been scrapped. Enroll-
ment in schools in Queens 
went from 273,000 in 2013 
to the current estimate of 
285,000.

Pre-K seats saw a 461 
percent increase since 2013 
from 3,600 to 20,000. There 
were 152 classroom trail-
ers in 2013, a number which 
has decreased to 109.

The city has built 11 new 

schools and expanded six 
existing to alleviate over-
crowding and improve con-
ditions in the classroom.

“We removed 43 [trail-
ers] in the last three years, 
which means 2,600  kids are 
now learning inside their 
school’s buildings. And an-
other 46 trailers are already 
scheduled to be removed.”

Tourism in Queens is 
booming with 18 new ho-
tels, and 30 more on the 
way. Occupancy rates in 
these hotels are outpacing 
Manhattan, Katz said.

A new hotel at JFK called 
the TWA will be reminis-
cent of the days when How-
ard Hughes was dominant 
in the airline industry.

The Queens Museum has 
doubled in size, according 
to Katz, and renovations to 
the New York State Pavilion 
are well underway with the 
former World’s Fair site be-
ing restored to its original 
color, known as “American 
Cheese” yellow.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Katz pledges to ease 
immigrants’ worries 

Borough President Melinda Katz spoke about progress 
and future goals in her State of the Borough address. 

Photo by Nat Valentine



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
5,

 2
01

7
6

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

BILL EGBERT
Q Guide Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

LAURA AMATO
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Lebert McBean
Peter Wojcicki

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Patrick Donachie, Mark Hallum, Gina 
Martinez
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Naeisha Rose, Robert 
Cole
Copy/Production Editor: 
Zach Gewelb
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Suzanne Parker,
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis
Calvin Prashad, Tom Allon,
Lenore Skenazy

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

BY BILL PARRY

More than 150 concerned 
Jackson Heights residents 
packed into the Jewish Cen-
ter on 37th Avenue for a pe-
destrian safety town hall 
meeting last week featuring 
elected leaders, NYPD offi-
cers from the 115th Precinct 
and officials from the city’s 
Department of Transporta-
tion. 

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
hosted the event in the wake 
of the death of 67-year-old 
Henry Boimel, a resident of 
35th Avenue, who was struck 
and killed by an Uber driver 
while crossing 37th Avenue 
at 76th Street Jan. 18. Dinesh 
Bhattarai, 45, was arrested 
and charged with failure 
to yield to a pedestrian in a 
marked crosswalk, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

“Jackson Heights is a 
safer place thanks to the 
slow zones, traffic calming 
measures and green space I 
have fought for and secured, 
but there is more work to be 
done,” Dromm said. “Henry 
Boimel’s tragic death re-
minds us of the need for in-
creased law enforcement and 
additional safety measures. I 
will continue to work with 
community stakeholders to 
make our streets safer.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) noted the increased 
population in Jackson 
Heights and its neighboring 
communities.

“Jackson Heights is more 

congested than it has ever 
been, both in terms of street 
and foot traffic,” Moya said. 
“Safety precautions have 
failed to scale with this dra-
matic increase, and lives are 
at risk as a result. It is im-
mediately clear to anyone 
walking down these streets 
that drivers are reckless 
and, to make matters worse, 
their vision is constantly ob-
structed by double-parked 
trucks and poorly displayed 
traffic signage.”

Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) discussed several 
measures he has introduced 
in Albany to further reduce 
safety risks among pedestri-
ans, especially young people, 
and the need to educate them 
about traffic dangers.

“As many have said, we 
need to invest in speed cam-
eras, and ensure they are in-
stalled in every school zone 
in the city,” DenDekker said. 

Meanwhile, Make Queens 
Safer, the Jackson Heights-
based safe streets advocates, 
crunched NYPD traffic data 
and found that traffic fatali-
ties in Queens declined for 
a third straight year with a 
drop of 32 percent, from 93 fa-
talities is 2013 to 63 fatalities 
in 2016. 

Make Queens Safer’s 
study, called “Tracking 
Progress: Vision Zero Year 
Three,” also found that in 
2016, there were 2,607 pedes-
trians injured in Queens by 
motor vehicles, a decline of 7 
percent from 2013, but an in-
crease of 7 percent from 2015. 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A parking lot in the heart 
of downtown Jamaica cur-
rently in use by the NYPD 
will be converted into a new 
mixed-use apartment com-
plex, with more than 350 
units of affordable housing. 

The New York City Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration said the new develop-
ment at the corner of 168th 
Street and Archer Avenue 
was the first major initiative 
of the Jamaica NOW Action 
Plan, a $153 million initia-
tive spearheaded by Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and the NYCEDC that was 
announced in 2015. 

Omni New York LLC, a 
development corporation, 
submitted a proposal for de-
velopment to NYCEDC after 
the corporation issued a re-
quest for proposals in Febru-
ary 2015. The NYCEDC said 
the project would create as 
many as 300 permanent jobs 
and 250 construction jobs.

“The selected proposal 
builds on southeast Queens’ 
strengths as a commercial 
and transit hub by delivering 
over 350 units of 100 percent 
affordable housing, hun-
dreds of good-paying jobs, 
and community, recreation-
al and retail space to down-
town Jamaica,” NYCEDC 
President Maria Torres-
Springer said. “The redevel-
opment of the 168th Street 
NYPD garage into a thriving 

mixed-use facility furthers 
Mayor de Blasio’s Housing 
New York initiative to create 
more affordable housing op-
tions for New Yorkers.”

Some community resi-
dents, including Jean-Andre 
Sassine, were concerned 
about the potential sizable 
development slated for the 
lot. Sassine helped lead a 
protest at the site in August 
decrying the lack of afford-
able options for long-term 
Jamaica residents.

“My concern is all about 
the community,” he said in 
an interview this week. “We 
want to make sure there is 
affordable housing that the 
people can benefit from.”

He said Jamaica residents 
should take precedence for 
the jobs to be created in the 
development’s construction 
and said he was concerned 

that the affordable housing 
in the complex would not be 
truly affordable for Jamaica 
residents. The city qualifies 
affordability by utilizing the 
federal government’s Area 
Median Income, which takes 
the average of incomes from 
throughout the metropolitan 
area, from poor to affluent 
neighborhoods, to make a 
citywide standard of afford-
ability. 

“The median income in 
Jamaica is $35,000, it’s not 
$80,000 or $100,000,” Sassine 
said. “Affordable for $80,000 
is not feasible for Jamaica.”

The NYCEDC said 
Omni would participate in 
HireNYC, which connects 
New Yorkers with workforce 
development services and 
job opportunities, as well as 
a 30 percent commitment to 
utilizing Minority and/or 

Women Business Enterprise 
firms and a commitment 
to 40 percent minority and 
women workforce participa-
tion. 

Katz lauded the an-
nouncement as a sign that 
downtown Jamaica was due 
for continued growth.

“The selection of a de-
veloper to convert the 168th 
Street NYPD parking garage 
into a 100 percent affordable 
housing project is great news 
and shows that the Jamaica 
NOW Action Plan is well on 
its way to revitalizing down-
town Jamaica,” she said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

A proposed design for the new apartment complex slated for the corner of Archer Avenue and 168th 
Street in Jamaica. Coutesy of NYC EDC

350 affordable units planned 
Mixed-use apartment complex in works for downtown Jamaica

Jax Hgts holds 
safety meeting
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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34 & 1995
82
34

79 & 1998
83 
35

56 & 1996
84
36

1997
85
37

 
Watch QPTV as we cablecast the 2017 State of the Borough Address 

on Spectrum, RCN, and Verizon Fios.

Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Thursday 2/9/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 2/16/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 2/23/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 3/2/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 3/9/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 3/16/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 3/23/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 3/30/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
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8 Van Bramer speaks out against Trump ban

Protesters gather outside Museum of Moving Image, where white supremacists have targeted an exhibit

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Hundreds gathered in 
Astoria Sunday afternoon 
to speak out against Presi-
dent Trump’s decision to 
close the nation’s doors 
to Muslims from certain 
countries..

City Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Jackson Heights) held 
a rally outside of the anti-
Trump exhibit “He will 
not divide us” at the Mu-
seum of Moving Image to 
denounce the president’s 
Muslim ban and the recent 
presence of neo-Nazis and 
white supremacists at the 
exhibit.

The art project was 
started by actor and ac-
tivist Shia LaBeouf and 
two collaborators. It is a 
24-hour live stream that 
began the day of Trump’s 
inauguration and will run 
for the next four years, or 
as long as Trump is presi-
dent. LaBeouf invites any-
one to repeat the phrase 

“He will not divide us” 
into a camera to protest 
Trump’s presidency. The 
exhibit has recently at-
tracted  individuals who 
identify themselves as neo-
Nazis and white suprema-
cists on camera and want 
to disrupt the project.

 LaBeouf was arrested 
Jan. 26 and charged with 
misdemeanor assault after 
an altercation with anoth-
er man.  It was not known 
what provoked the alterca-
tion.

At the rally Van Bram-
er spoke against Trump’s 
recent executive order re-
stricting travel for immi-
grants from Iran, Syria, 
Iraq, Yemen, Somalia, 
Libya and Sudan, predomi-
nantly Muslim countries. 
The executive order, signed 
on Friday, banned entry of 
U.S. nationals for 90 days 
and suspended the refugee 
program for four months. 
Hundreds of travelers were 
stranded at airports across 
the nation, sparking major 
demonstrations at Kenne-

dy International and other 
airports, such as LAX is 
Los Angeles and  O’Hare 
in Chicago. The Trump 
administration pulled 
back on the order, allowing 
permanent residents with 
green cards to enter. 

“The president has mis-
taken fear mongering and 
scapegoating of Mexicans 

and Muslims as foreign 
policy — that is wrong,” 
Van Bramer said. “Maybe 
that’s being generous be-
cause it’s no mistake, after 
all, is it? He is stoking fear 
and bigotry on purpose. 
It’s reckless, it’s danger-
ous and it’s wrong. We 
reject this hatred in all of 
its forms. We are better 
than this, New York City 
is better than this, this 
country is better than this. 
Together we gather again 
to say clearly to the world 
and to our neighbors that 
we reject hatred, we stand 
against bigotry and we em-
brace diversity in all of its 
forms.”

The crowd was fired 
up and chanted “Loud and 
clear refugees are welcome 
here!”

On Sunday night Trump 
released a statement deny-
ing the ban targeted Mus-
lims and defending the 
order. 

“To be clear, this is not 
a Muslim ban, as the me-
dia is falsely reporting,” he 

said. “This is not about re-
ligion - this is about terror 
and keeping our country 
safe. We will again be is-
suing visas to all countries 
once we are sure we have 
reviewed and implemented 
the most secure policies 
over the next 90 days.”

 Van Bramer said the 
order flew in the face of 
Queens’ kaleidscope of col-
ors.

“This is Queens, this is 
Astoria, this is New York 
City, we love our diversity,” 
Van Bramer continued. 
“We are all in one way or 
another immigrants. We 
are all the children, the 
sons the daughters of im-
migrants,” 

Astoria resident, Emma 
Deweesa, attended the rally 
after hearing racist chants 
from the white suprema-
cists the night before. 

“I live in Astoria and it’s 
absolutely surprising,” she 
said. “Queens is the most 
diverse place on earth, 
filled with immigrants 
who make Queens what it 

is today. It’s amazing see-
ing New York and around 
the country come together, 
I hope these rallies bring to 
light that people are angry 
and that we will not nor-
malize a Trump presidency 
because it’s not normal.””

Also at the demonstra-
tion was Public Advocate 
Letitia James, who urged 
the younger generation to 
resist Trump. 

“We have to take a page 
from history,” she said. 
“Remember it was the 
young people who stood 
up for women’s rights, it 
was the young people who 
participated in the civil 
rights movement, it was 
the young people who took 
to the streets and demand-
ed that Mandela be freed. It 
was the young people who 
stood in the way of tanks 
in Tiananmen Square. It 
was the young people who 
elected Barack Obama. It’s 
the young people that have 
to resist this attempt from 
an illegitimate president.”

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
talks to protesters in Astoria.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced Monday that 
he would guarantee a 
woman’s right to choose 
in New York by codifying 
the protections established 
by the landmark 1973 Roe 
vs. Wade  decision into the 
state Constitution ensuring 
that protections remain in 
place in New York in the 
event the decision is over-
turned or altered by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Cuo-
mo vowed he would propose 
such an amendment during 
a Planned Parenthood Day 
of Action in Albany.

“As Washington seeks 
to limit women’s rights, we 
seek to protect them, and as 
they threaten reproductive 
rights, I propose a constitu-
tional amendment to write 

Rose v. Wade into the New 
York State Constitution to 
prevent any attack on the 
right to choose,” Cuomo 
said. “We will not allow the 
progress of the women’s 
movement to be stopped, 
and we must seize this op-
portunity to bring the state 
and the nation forward 
and stand up for women’s 
health. Make no mistake, 
we will always protect the 
right to choose in New 
York.”

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria) greeted many of the 
activists who traveled to 
Albany by buses provided 
by Planned Parenthood.

“I am proud to stand 
with Planned Parenthood 
and to fight for the protec-
tion of women’s rights and 
access to affordable health 

care,” Simotas said. “As a 
New York legislator, I will 
fight to build on our rights, 
not tear them down and 
make sure our state never 
turns its back on families, 
no matter what is happen-
ing in Washington.”

Cecile Richards, the 
president of Planned Par-
enthood Federation of 
America, joined more that 
1,500 advocates, patients 
and supporters from around 
the state to make clear to 
state lawmakers that they 
must immediately act to 
safeguard women’s rights 
as federal action is under-
way to defund Planned 
Parenthood and repeal the 
Affordable Care Act.

“We know that seven in 
10 Americans support Roe 
vs. Wade and want to see it 
remain the law of the land,” 

Richards said. “At a time 
when access to reproduc-
tive rights is under attack, 
we are grateful to champi-
ons across the nation who 
stand with the 2.5 million 
patients Planned Parent-
hood health centers care 
for with a whole range of 
health services, from birth 
control to cancer screen-
ings to yes, safe and legal 
abortion. New Yorkers, 
like all Americans, deserve 
access to the full range of 
sexual and reproductive 
health care.”

Meanwhile, Secret The-
atre founder Richard Maz-
da, the creator of the LIC 
Arts Open called his artists 
to action to defend the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts, which is also under 
threat of elimination by the 
Trump administration.

“Artists will need to 
come out of their garrets 
and their natural isolation 
and come together to pro-
test this,” Mazda wrote in 
an e-mail to participants of 
the upcoming 7th LIC Arts 
Open in May. “If it is true 
that they will try to gut the 
NEA, this will affect NPR, 
Public Television and so 
many programs it makes 
me dizzy to even contem-
plate.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) slammed 
the Trump administration’s 
plan to cut the NEA as well 
as the National Endowment 
for the Humanities.

“Cutting or eliminating 
the National Endowment 
for the Arts and the Nation-
al Endowment for Humani-
ties is a terrible idea that 
will do significant harm 

and absolutely no good,” 
Maloney said. “The NEA 
and the NEH represent .006 
percent of our nation’s an-
nual federal budget. Yet, 
these two agencies have 
enabled millions of people 
in communities all over the 
country to access, experi-
ence, and participate in the 
arts and humanities, while 
also generating very posi-
tive economic activity.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
expounded on the economic 
impact of the arts in a let-
ter sent to President Trump 
last week.

“Every year, arts and 
culture drives $135.2  billion 
of economic activity, sup-
ports 4.13 million full-time 
jobs and generates $86.68 
billion in resident house-

Cuomo to codify Roe v. Wade in New York

Continued on Page 14
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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DINING ROOM SPECIAL 
VALENTINE DINNER

A La Carte from 
Our Menu 

Reservations Required

SPECIAL MENU 
HARP PLAYER

220-33 NORTHERN BLVD 
BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
Contact@Marbella-Restaurant.com

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY FOR EITHER DINNER & DANCING 
OR A LA CARTE DINING ROOM DINNER WITH HARP PLAYER

VALENTINE’S DAY IS FOR LOVERS
ENJOY ROMANTIC DINING & DANCING IN THE 

Cocktail Hour  Continuous Open Bar
Continuous Buffet including our Best Signature Dishes 

Continuous Dancing to the Music of Our Live DJ!

PER PERSON 
+TAX & TIP

Reservations with 
$25 pp Deposit

WEDDINGS  ANNIVERSARIES  BIRTHDAYS  SHOWERS 
PRIVATE FACILITIES FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS 

AND PERSONAL FUNCTIONS
ACCOMMODATE UP TO 200 PEOPLE

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1970

R E S TAU R A N T  &  CAT E R I N G

PRIVATE ROOM 
UP TO 200 PEOPLE

HARP PLAYER 
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY

Superb Spanish & Continental Cuisine

MARBELLA RESTAURANT & CATERING
“Winter Restaurant Week Special $27.95”

THREE COURSE DINNER
Sunday thru Thursday - 3pm till Closing

Immigration from Syria was 
halted indefinitely under the 
order.

A Brooklyn federal court 
judge issued an injunction 
staying the order Saturday 
evening after a day of confu-
sion at airports throughout 
the country. Dozens of peo-
ple were detained at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port by Customs and Border 
Patrol officials in the chaotic 
aftermath of the executive 
order, which was reportedly 
issued without warning or 
guidance for the Department 
of Homeland Security.

Maloney, a senior mem-
ber of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, sent a letter 
to Committee Chair Jason 
Chaffetz (R-Utah) and rank-
ing member Elijah Cum-
mings (D-Maryland), calling 
on the committee to investi-
gate how the executive order 
was constructed.

“Critical resources and 
personnel power have been 
needed to cope with the 
sweeping impact of this exec-

utive order, directing them 
away from responsibilities 
that actually enhance our 
national security and protect 
our borders and airports,” 
she wrote. “This sweeping 
order is causing panic for 
my city and millions of fami-
lies across the country and 
around the world, while cost-
ing us critical resources and 
jeopardizing our national 
security.” 

She advised the commit-
tee investigate what guid-
ance — if any — was given 
to federal agencies, details of 
the legal analysis the Trump 
administration used to jus-
tify the order, and whether 
White House staff had over-
ruled agency lawyers.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), who refused to at-
tend Trump’s inauguration, 
has introduced a bill called 
“The No Funds for Uncon-
stitutional Executive Orders 
Act” that would prohibit 
any funds made available by 
Congress from being used 
to enforce Trump’s refugee 
ban.

“The decision by a fed-
eral judge to temporarily 
block this unconstitutional 
and un-American executive 

order was a great victory,” 
Meng said in a statement. 
“But we must make sure that 
it is overturned for good, and 
this legislation would make 
that happen. I urge all my 
colleagues to support this 
bill.”

On the state level, state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) has introduced leg-
islation to prohibit the New 
York Port Authority, which 
operates the three airports 
around New York City, from 
using any resources in sup-
port of Trump’s executive 
order.

“There’s no obligation for 
New York state or its agen-

cies to participate in the op-
eration of this outrageous 
executive order,” he said. 
“We want to refuse to lend 
any personnel or resources 
or facilities to this entire pro-
cess.”

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) said 
Monday he would be a co-
sponsor for Gianaris’ bill.

“We must remember that 
an injury to one is an injury 
to all. Among the refugee 
detainees was an Iraqi inter-
preter who put his life on the 
line working with the U.S. 
Armed Forces,” Sanders said 
in a statement. “This ban is 
self-defeating because in the 

future no one will want to 
work with us out of fear that 
they won’t be protected, and 
American troops will die.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
launched a confidential hot 
line for family members or 
friends to report if someone 
they know has been detained 
due to the ban and intro-
duced the Transportation 
Worker Act in response to 
a recent attack on a Muslim 
employee at JFK airport. 

“As New Yorkers who live 
in the shadow of the Statue 
of Liberty,” he said, “we 
welcome new immigrants 
as a source of energy and 
celebrate them as a source of 
revitalization for our state. 
We will ensure New York re-
mains a beacon of hope and 
opportunity and will work 
to protect the rights of those 
seeking refuge in our state.”

Opposition to the presi-
dent’s anti-immigrant agen-
da isn’t limited to the anti-
Muslim travel restrictions. 
State Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) is push-
ing back against Trump’s 
proposed wall on the Mexi-
can border, proposing a bill 
that would prevent the state 
from signing contracts or in-

vesting in companies hired 
to work on the wall. Trump 
made the building of the wall 
the center of his presidential 
campaign, and signed an 
executive order in his first 
week of office to start con-
struction. 

Turner said the effects 
of the order would be tempo-
rary, and that ultimately it 
would not change America’s 
character as a nation of im-
migrants.

“He has issued a tem-
porary ban on aliens from 
high-risk countries until a 
better screening procedure 
is in place. It is not a ban 
on immigrants and it’s not 
an eviction notice,” Turner 
said. “We are a nation of im-
migrants and immigrants 
are an important part of our 
continued economic growth 
and development. Immigra-
tion occupies a noble place 
in our history; that’s what 
makes us great.”

Reach Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573, and Gina Mar-
tinez by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Reaction

Queens GOP Chairman Bob 
Turner defended the presi-
dent’s action. 
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney says 
she is against President Donald 
Trump’s executive order. 

AP/Mel Evans
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Lobster Bisque or Soup of the Day
Maryland Carb Cake with Allumette Potato

Meatball Salad
Artichoke Francese

Roasted Beets, Baby Arugula and Goat Cheese

To Start

Entrees

Dessert

(Choose one)
Roasted Stuffed Cornish Hen

Petit Filet Mignon
Lobster Ravioli
Mad Chicken

Stuffed Filet of Sole
Pork Chops

Hear Shaped Raspberry Sorbet
Chocolate Mouse Cake, Strawberry Coulis

Red Velvet Cake
Creme Brulee

Heart Shaped Vanilla Icecream drizzled in dark chocolate

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Valentine’s Pre Fixe Menu

Tuesday February 14th
$34.95 Make a

Reservation
718-672-9696

Free Valet
Parking

Bar Specials if 
you are single 

and want to 
mingle

Chef
Neal Myers

Regular
Menu
will be
Available

Does not
include tax
and gratuity
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hold income,” Van Bramer 
wrote. “Local, state, and 
federal governments collec-
tively invest $4 billion into 
arts and culture each year, 
and receive $22.3 billion in 
revenue. As a businessman, 
you should know that this 
is an exceptional return on 

investment.”
Van Bramer, the City 

Council’s majority leader 
and chairman of the Com-
mittee on Cultural Affairs 
and Libraries, threw in a 
history lesson as well.

“During the Second 
World War, Winston 
Churchill’s finance minis-
ter suggested cutting arts 
spending to fund the war 
effort,” Van Bramer wrote. 

“Churchill famously re-
sponded: Then what are we 
fighting for?”

Van Bramer summa-
rized,  “Without art, and 
without culture, how much 
of a world leader can Amer-
ica truly be?”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

geted countries,” Mackler said. 
“And the turmoil inflicted 
by this sudden disruption is 
spilling over into the broader 
United States, as family mem-

bers desperately seek to reunite 
with their loved ones. Students 
and professionals continue to 
be blocked from their homes, 
schools and workplaces. We 
have been here since the ban 
was imposed, advocating for 
those caught in the dragnet. We 
are especially concerned with 

individuals being prevented 
from boarding flights at points 
of departure.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

the residents of northern 
Queens,” he said “I’d like 
to thank our partners who 
have worked with us on the 
extensive planning needed 
to carry out this project 
and we look forward to 
working together on our 
many other initiatives that 
will enhance the environ-
ment in and around Flush-
ing Bay.”

According to Council-
man Peter Koo (D- Flush-
ing), the recent influx of 
residents in Flushing led to 
the cleanup.

“The rapid real estate 
development in Flushing 
and throughout Queens 
has shined a spotlight on 
the urgent need to devote 
more resources to our sur-
rounding waterways,” he 
said. “I would like to thank 
DEP for committing these 
necessary resources to our 
community, and I encour-
age the city to continue ex-
panding this push toward 
sustainability to the rest 
of our under served water-

ways.”
Part of the project will 

include long-reach excava-
tors on floating barges that 
will dredge 91,000 cubic 
yards of sediment over a 
17.5-acre area in the vi-
cinity of the World’s Fair 
Marina and two combined 
sewer outfalls, DEP said. 

The project, which is 
taking place near LaGuar-
dia Airport, is being coor-
dinated with the Port Au-
thority of New York & New 
Jersey and the Federal Avi-
ation Administration, as 
well as the New York City 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation, which runs the 
marina, DEP said. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
is set to monitor wildlife in 
and around the dredging 
area as well, officials said. 

A turbidity curtain 
will be put up during the 
dredging to separate the 
work area from the rest of 
the bay and extracted sedi-
ment will be processed, 
dewatered and transferred 
for off site disposal, offi-
cials said. 

Despite 24-hour dredg-
ing operations taking place 
seven days a week, boaters 

with vessels docked in the 
marina will still be able to 
get to their watercrafts at 
all times, the DEP said. 

This is just one of many 
projects the DEP has lined 
up to improve Flushing 
Bay. In College Point there 
is a $132 million project 
to build 400 new catch ba-
sins and 12 miles of new 
sanitary and storm sew-
ers that will replace three 
sewer outfalls and stop the 
release of 50 million gal-
lons of sewer overflow into 
Flushing Bay. Sewer over-
flows into Flushing Bay 
will be reduced by 225 mil-
lion gallons every year due 
to an ongoing $33 million 
upgrade at five key junction 
points in the Queens sewer 
system, officials said. 

DEP has also designed 
hundreds of curbside rain 
gardens near Flushing Bay 
to stop stormwater before it 
can enter the sewer system 
and contribute to overflows 
into the bay, DEP said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 3 

Terminal 4

numbers are far from repre-
senting how the election will 
play out.

“New Yorkers aren’t in 
love with Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, but they seem to like him 
better than other possible 
choices - except Hillary Clin-
ton, who probably is an im-
possible choice,” said Malloy. 
“None of the possible con-
tenders has made any real 
noise or spent any money, so 
this race still could get inter-
esting.”

Avella announced his 
intention to run for mayor 
at a homeless shelter protest 
at the Holiday Inn at 59-40 
55th Rd. in Maspeth Dec.18, 
and has championed doing 
away with hotel conversions 
into homeless shelters as 

well as taken on a variety is-
sues dear to homeowners in 
northeast Queens.

“I believe we have 
reached a crossroad in the 
direction our city should be 
taking,” Avella said during 
the announcement. “Under 
Mayor de Blasio we have 
more homeless than ever - 
our taxes continue to rise 
and it is more expensive to 
live here than ever before, all 
of this, while our quality of 
life fades away. I believe it is 
time for a change.”

Avella has challenged 
elected officials at all levels 
as an outspoken advocate for 
his constituents. In Novem-
ber, he went as far as Brook-
lyn to cultivate support lead-
ing up to his announcement 
and met with leaders of Ma-
rine Park Civic, Gerritsen 
Beach Cares, Sheepshead 
Bay - Plumb Beach Civic 

Association, the Brooklyn 
Housing Preservation Alli-
ance, and the Bay Improve-
ment Group, among others.

Avella has preached a bot-
tom-up style of governance, 
as opposed to what he calls 
a top-down approach from 
de Blasio, a point which reso-
nated among civic leaders 
in Brooklyn and echoed by 
those protesting the Holiday 
Inn shelter in Maspeth. 

Avella told the crowd at 
the announcement he would 
adopt the 2 percent property 
tax cap and properly fund 
school capital and expense 
projects to provide students 
with up-to-date technology.

He ran for mayor in 2009 
and was defeated in the Dem-
ocratic primary.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Poll
by the New York City Human 
Rights Commission.

Supervisors at Pax Assist, 
Inc., which serves 32 airlines 
and employs more than 250 
workers at JFK’s Terminal 
4, allegedly harassed their 
Muslim employees over a 
public radio address sys-
tem when those employees 
requested  breaks to accom-
modate prayer times during 
Ramadan. 

Some Muslim employees 
requested to push back exist-
ing 10 or 15 minute breaks in 
order to properly break their 
religious fasts, but were con-
sistently refused. Supervi-
sors also allegedly broadcast 
over a radio system, saying 
“we don’t care about Rama-
dan,” and “we’ll give you a 
break on our time, not your 
time.”

“We will not tolerate re-
ligious discrimination of 
any kind in New York City,” 
Hollis V. Pfitsch, the deputy 
commissioner of the law 
enforcement bureau at the 
city’s Human Rights Com-
mission said. “Employees of 
every faith have a legal right 

to request religious accom-
modations and should not be 
harassed or discriminated 
against by their employers 
for requesting break time to 
observe their faith.”

The city’s Human Rights 
Commission first learned 
of the alleged harassment 
in August, after represen-
tatives of the 32BJ SEIU 
reached out to them. The 
employees in question are 
not represented by 32BJ, but 
the union had heard of the 
incidents and informed the 
HRC. The commission filed 
charges Jan. 13.

A spokeswoman for the 
HRC said the case was fairly 
unique in that it was initiat-
ed by the commission, which 
can file complaints against 
employers accused of dis-
crimination on behalf of 
employees who are not iden-
tified. She said the number 
of anonymous tips about Pax 
Assist, Inc. indicated a pat-
tern or practice of discrimi-
nation, which led the HRC 
to file in lieu of individual 
employees.

An e-mail requesting 
comment from Pax Assist, 
Inc. went unanswered.

The HRC has the author-

ity to fine employers up to 
$250,000 in civil penalties if 
the commission uncovers 
“willful and malicious vio-
lations of the law,” and can 
award compensatory dam-
ages to victims. The HRC 
can also mandate trainings 
on the specifics of the city’s 
Human Rights Law and can 
order changes in a compa-
ny’s break policies to accom-
modate employees’ religious 
practices.

Mayor Bill de Blasio en-
couraged all New Yorkers to 
remain vigilant of the spec-
ter of religious discrimina-
tion, saying it is not always 
simple to see.

“Discrimination does not 
just happen on the street, it 
can touch every part of our 
daily lives, including in the 
workplace,” the mayor said. 
“Now more than ever, it is 
important for everyone to 
stand up against discrimina-
tion and hate, and to protect 
the rights of Muslim Ameri-
cans.”

The HRC encouraged 
individuals who feel they 
may have been a victim of 
workplace discrimination to 
call 311 and ask for “human 
rights.”

Continued from Page 1 

Contractor
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Flushing Bay

coming together to defend 
our community and what 
we built. Roosevelt Av-
enue is not for sale!”

Frank Rafalian, the 
owner of Franky’s Fash-
ions located at 94-17 
Roosevelt Ave., was ec-
static when he read the 
e-mail from Mattos.

“It feels really good 
to know they’re not go-
ing to go through with 
the expansion,” he said. 
“It would have increased 
our expenses when we 

already have very high 
real estate taxes to pay 
and when you drive out 
the mom-and-pops, you’re 
losing the neighborhood’s 
Latin authenticity and 
people come from all over 
the tri-state area for that, 
believe me. They won’t 
come here for the big 
chain stores.  We have 
enough of those in this 
city. Jackson Heights and 
Corona will now keep its 
ethnic f lavor.”

Leslie Ramos, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
82nd Street Partnership, 
declined to comment as 

did Ferreras-Copeland’s 
office. Officials at the 
Small Business Services, 
which administers BIDs 
citywide, could not be 
reached for comment.

“Honestly, we truly 
believed that this com-
munity didn’t want the 
expansion to go through,” 
Mattos said. “So we kept 
on pushing strategical-
ly.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 3 
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