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BY BILL PARRY

During her State of the 
District Address in march 
2015, City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) announced a 
community agreement that 
created a new way forward 
for the 82nd Street Partner-
ship’s proposed expansion 
into Corona. The newly ex-
panded and more diverse 
board of directors, including 
representatives of the LGBT 
community, street vendors  
and youth as well as com-
mercial and residential ten-
ants, brought Make the Road 
New York back into the fold 
as supporters of the Busi-
ness Improvement District’s 
expansion.

“The establishment of 
the Jackson Heights-Co-
rona Partnership is exem-
plary and a triumph over 
longstanding challenges 
Roosevelt Avenue has faced,” 
Ferreras-Copeland said at 
the time. “This is a solution 
our immigrant small busi-
nesses have wanted. Now 
we can stand united, take 
the reins of our future and 
thrive like we have always 
deserved.”

The expansion still has 

71 travelers helped
from over 20 nations
at Kennedy Airport

As word spread that immigrants with valid visas were being detained at JFK Airport pursuant to a 
new executive order from President Trump, hundreds of demonstrators descended on the airport to 
demand their release.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Katz praises lawyers at JFK

BY BILL PARRY

The number of attorneys 
helping detained travelers at 
JFK’s Terminal 4 had dwindled 
to about 20 by midweek, but the 
numbers of individuals needing 
guidance grew from the origi-
nal 41 held after President Don-
ald Trump issued his executive 
order barring entry to refugees 
and visa holders from seven 
majority-Muslim nations.

A steady stream of elected of-
ficials made their way through 
thousands of protesters outside 
Terminal 4 last weekend to of-
fer their support to the scores of 
volunteer lawyers who dropped 

everything and raced to help 
those who were detained last 
weekend. The lawyers offered 
free advice and help to the fami-
lies of the travelers, some of 
whom were held for more than 
30 hours. 

“I commend the attorneys 
and the Mayor’s Community 
Affairs Unit who spent the last 
three days in JFK Terminals 
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 150 concerned 
Jackson Heights residents 
packed into the Jewish 
Center on 37th Avenue for a 
pedestrian safety town hall 
meeting last week featur-
ing elected leaders, NYPD 
officers from the 115th Pre-
cinct and officials from the 
city’s Department of Trans-
portation. 

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) hosted the event 
in the wake of the death of 
67-year-old Henry Boimel, 
a resident of 35th Avenue, 
who was struck and killed 
by an Uber driver while 
crossing 37th Avenue at 
76th Street Jan. 18. Dinesh 
Bhattarai, 45, was arrested 
and charged with failure to 
yield to a pedestrian in a 
marked crosswalk, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

“Jackson Heights is a 
safer place thanks to the 
slow zones, traffic calm-
ing measures and green 
space I have fought for and 
secured, but there is more 
work to be done,” Dromm 
said. “Henry Boimel’s trag-
ic death reminds us of the 
need for increased law en-
forcement and additional 

safety measures. I will con-
tinue to work with commu-
nity stakeholders to make 
our streets safer.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) noted the 
increased population in 
Jackson Heights and its 
neighboring communities.

“Jackson Heights is more 
congested than it has ever 
been, both in terms of street 
and foot traffic,” Moya 
said. “Safety precautions 
have failed to scale with 
this dramatic increase, and 
lives are at risk as a result. 
It is immediately clear to 
anyone walking down these 
streets that drivers are 
reckless and, to make mat-
ters worse, their vision is 
constantly obstructed by 
double-parked trucks and 
poorly displayed traffic sig-
nage.”

Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) discussed sev-
eral measures he has intro-
duced in Albany to further 
reduce safety risks among 
pedestrians, especially 
young people, and the need 
to educate them about traf-
fic dangers.

“As many have said, we 
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 Copyright©2017 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A parking lot in the heart 
of downtown Jamaica current-
ly in use by the NYPD will be 
converted into a new mixed-
use apartment complex, with 
more than 350 units of afford-
able housing. 

The New York City Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion said the new development 
at the corner of 168th Street 
and Archer Avenue was the 
first major initiative of the Ja-
maica NOW Action Plan, a $153 
million initiative spearheaded 
by Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and the NYCEDC that 
was announced in 2015. 

Omni New York LLC, a de-
velopment corporation, sub-
mitted a proposal for devel-
opment to NYCEDC after the 
corporation issued a request 
for proposals in February 
2015. The NYCEDC said the 
project would create as many 
as 300 permanent jobs and 250 
construction jobs.

“The selected proposal 
builds on southeast Queens’ 
strengths as a commercial and 
transit hub by delivering over 
350 units of 100 percent af-
fordable housing, hundreds of 
good-paying jobs, and commu-
nity, recreational and retail 
space to downtown Jamaica,” 
NYCEDC President Maria 
Torres-Springer said. “The re-
development of the 168th Street 
NYPD garage into a thriving 
mixed-use facility furthers 
Mayor de Blasio’s Housing 
New York initiative to create 
more affordable housing op-
tions for New Yorkers.”

Some community resi-
dents, including Jean-Andre 
Sassine, were concerned about 
the potential sizable develop-
ment slated for the lot. Sassine 
helped lead a protest at the site 
in August decrying the lack 
of affordable options for long-

term Jamaica residents.
“My concern is all about 

the community,” he said in an 
interview this week. “We want 
to make sure there is afford-
able housing that the people 
can benefit from.”

He said Jamaica residents 
should take precedence for the 
jobs to be created in the de-
velopment’s construction and 
said he was concerned that the 
affordable housing in the com-
plex would not be truly afford-
able for Jamaica residents. The 
city qualifies affordability by 
utilizing the federal govern-
ment’s Area Median Income, 
which takes the average of 
incomes from throughout the 
metropolitan area, from poor 
to affluent neighborhoods, to 
make a citywide standard of 
affordability. 

“The median income in 
Jamaica is $35,000, it’s not 
$80,000 or $100,000,” Sassine 
said. “Affordable for $80,000 is 
not feasible for Jamaica.”

The NYCEDC said Omni 

would participate in HireNYC, 
which connects New Yorkers 
with workforce development 
services and job opportuni-
ties, as well as a 30 percent 
commitment to utilizing Mi-
nority and/or Women Busi-
ness Enterprise firms and a 
commitment to 40 percent mi-
nority and women workforce 
participation. 

Katz lauded the announce-
ment as a sign that downtown 
Jamaica was due for continued 
growth.

“The selection of a develop-
er to convert the 168th Street 
NYPD parking garage into a 
100 percent affordable hous-
ing project is great news and 
shows that the Jamaica NOW 
Action Plan is well on its way 
to revitalizing downtown Ja-
maica,” she said.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

A proposed design for the new apartment complex slated for the corner 
of Archer Avenue and 168th Street in Jamaica. Coutesy of NYC EDC

Jamaica apts. coming Jax Hts holds meet
on pedestrian safety

Continued on Page 46

Development will include over 350 affordable units

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (c) hosts a pedestrian safety town 
hall after a senior was struck and killed by an Uber driver earlier this 
month. 
 Courtesy Dromm’s office
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BY BILL PARRY

The city has reached a ten-
tative five-year agreement 
with the union represent-
ing the majority of NYPD 
officers, bringing the entire 
uniformed union workforce 
under contract. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio made 
the announcement with his 
nemesis, Patrolmen’s Benev-
olent Association President 
Patrick Lynch, by his side 
Tuesday on the deal that will 
advance important policing 
reforms, including the outfit-
ting of all NYPD patrol offi-
cers with the body cameras 
by the end of 2019.

“This agreement is the 
result of many hours spent 
negotiating between the city 
and the PBA, once again 
demonstrating the power of 
collective bargaining,” de 
Blasio said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter how far apart the parties 
start; it matters where they 
end up. This agreement pro-
vides compensation and ben-

efits the world’s finest police 
department deserves, while 
outfitting the entire force 
with body cameras and deliv-
ering the transparency and 
policing reforms at the cen-
ter of effective and trusted 

law enforcement.”
If ratified by the 23,810 

rank-and-file officers, the 
PBA will be under contract 
for the first time in five years. 
The relationship between de 
Blasio and the PBA sank to 

its lowest depth as thousands 
of officers turned their backs 
on the mayor as he eulogized 
slain cop Rafael Ramos at the 
Christ Tabernacle Church in 
Glendale in December 2014.

“New York City police 

officers are no better than 
anyone else, but we are dif-
ferent,” Lynch said. “We per-
form the most difficult police 
job anywhere in the world, 
and the challenges and dan-
gers we face each day con-
tinue to grow. The agreement 
that we announce today rec-
ognizes those challenges and 
continues to move New York 
City police officers towards 
a package of compensation 
and benefits that is equal to 
our status as the finest police 
officers in the nation. It has 
been a long and arduous pro-
cess, but we are grateful that 
Mayor de Blasio and his team 
sat down with us and negoti-
ated in good faith to achieve 
this agreement.”

Wage increase will be11.73 
percent over seven years 
when combined with the 
previous two-year arbitra-
tion awards reached in 2015. 
Officers who take part in 
the community policing pro-
gram will receive an addi-
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Continued on Page 46

PBA wins tentative fi ve-year contract from city

Police Benevolent Association President Patrick Lynch (c) says he is grateful for the tentative accord after five 
years of operating without a contract.

All NYPD patrol offi cers will be outfi tted with body cameras by end of 2019 as part of deal
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BY MARK HALLUM

The travel ban issued by 
President Donald Trump for 
Muslims traveling from seven 
countries has Queens organi-
zations on high alert to protect 
their members from what Asad 
Bajwa of Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community Center in south-
ern Queens called a breach of 
the Constitution.

Ahmadiyya is an organiza-
tion which has openly rejected 
terrorism in every form and 
advocates for the separation 
of government and religion.  
It has a global membership in 
the tens of millions and pro-
vides legal representation as 
one of its many services. The 
group has a mosque located 
at 188-15 McLaughlin Ave.. in 
Hollis.

“The Constitution does not 
allow discrimination based on 
religion, race, etc.,” said Ba-
jwa, a Queens Village resident. 
“Our community understands 
that you have to vet who’s com-
ing, but to discriminate based 
on religion  — that is what is 
very troubling to me as a New 
Yorker and a Muslim-Ameri-

can.”
Bajwa, director of public 

affairs for Ahmadiyya in the 
United States, had contacts 
who are green card holders 
in Yemen when the executive 

order was issued and faced 
uncertainty over whether 
they could return home even 
if they were permanent U.S. 
residents. Tensions were high 
until the order was clarified 

for them the day following the 
ban, and they now know they 
can return.

“We have advised them not 
to travel outside the country, 
because if you’re traveling 

and they add more countries, 
then you may not be able to 
come back,” Bajwa said. “Our 
legal association has given ad-
vice not to travel outside the 
country if you’re a green card 
holder.”

Ahmadiyya has set a pri-
ority to fight extremism over 
the past 15 years, Bajwa said, 
which includes making its 
presence in communities 
known and presenting the 
peaceful side of Islam through 
national media.

“The implication that you 
can target based on religion 
or race or profession or color... 
this is a very troubling start 
because it will tear the fabric 
of our society,” Bajwa said. 
“Our main concern is not only 
for us but for the society at 
large. We live in a very beauti-
ful society, and we don’t want 
to see that happen, which can 
happen.”

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows), a 
strong advocate for the Mus-
lim community, issued a state-
ment calling on Congress to 
strike down the executive or-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A federal injunction issued 

in Brooklyn federal court that 
temporarily halted parts of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s executive 
order banning immigration 
from seven Muslim-majority na-
tions had its start with two Iraqi 
men who fled their country after 
threats of violence, according to 
the civil suit that prompted the 
judge’s ruling.

Hameed Khalid Darweesh, 
53, and Haider Sameer Ab-
dulkhaleq Alshawi were listed 
as petitioners in the civil suit, 
with numerous organizations 
including the American Civil 
Liberties Union and the Inter-
national Refugee Assistance 
Project submitting on their 
behalf. Darweesh was issued 
a Special Immigrant Visa Jan. 
20 because of his work with the 
United States as an interpreter, 
engineer and contractor while 
Alshawi was granted a visa Jan. 
11 to join his wife and son, who 
had come to the United States 
as refugees in 2014. The two be-

came the petitioners in the suit 
after being detained when they 
arrived at John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport last Friday, 
the suit said.

Darweesh worked as a con-
tractor for the U.S. government 
in Iraq between 2003 and 2013, 
including work as an inter-
preter for the 101st Airborne 
Division in Baghdad and Mo-
sul. According to the suit, Dar-
weesh was targeted twice by 
insurgents who viewed him as 
a collaborator because of his 
work with the United States and 
the U.S. government granted 
him a visa in October 2014. He 
received approval in January 
2015, but it took two years for vi-
sas for Darweesh and his family 
to be processed and issued, the 
suit said.

After arriving at JFK, Dar-
weesh was detained by U.S. 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion. His family was held for an 
hour before being released, but 
Customs continued to detain 
Darweesh, according to the suit. 
His attorneys were not allowed 

to meet with him, even though 
they were at Kennedy, accord-
ing to the suit.

“When Mr. Darweesh’s attor-
neys approached CBP request-
ing to speak with Mr. Darweesh, 
CBP indicated that they were 
not the ones to talk to about see-
ing their client,” the suit said. 

“When the attorneys asked, 
‘Who is the person to talk to?’ 
the CBP agents responded, ‘Mr. 
President. Call Mr. Trump,’”

Alshawi was also detained 
on his way to meet with his 
wife and 7-year old son, who are 
lawful permanent residents liv-
ing in Houston. Alshawi’s wife 

worked for Falcon Security 
Group, a U.S. contractor, from 
2006 to 2007 in Iraq, according 
to the suit. 

Alshawi heard the family 
was being targeted for his wife’s 
work with the U.S. govern-
ment, and in 2010, insurgents 
tried to kidnap the brother of 
Alshawi’s wife, according to 
the suit. A bomb killed the hus-
band of Alshawi’s sister-in-law 
one month later, leaving the 
sister-in-law and her daughter 
injured.

Darweesh and Alshawi were 
both released Saturday evening, 
when Brooklyn Federal Judge 
Ann Donnelly ordered a tempo-
rary stay of Trump’s immigra-
tion actions. The case has now 
been assigned to Federal Judge 
Carol Bagley Amon, but there 
is no hearing date as of yet, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for 
the Eastern District.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Injunction temporarily hinders executive order

Reps. Jerrold Nadler (l.) and Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez (r) accom-
pany Hameed Khalid Darweesh (c) after his release from detainment due 
to President Trump’s order.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Muslim center advises against travel
Hollis mosque wants to protect its members from White House immigration ban

Continued on Page 44

President Trump shows his executive order barring travelers from seven countries. Photo by Alex Brandon/AP
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Richmond Hill priest is 
in hot water after sharing a 
meme that encouraged anti-
Trump protesters to commit 
suicide on his personal Face-
book page.

Father Philip J. Pizzo 
oversees St. Benedict Jo-
seph Labre Roman Catholic 
Church in Richmond Hill. 
The meme, usually a humor-
ous image with text writ-
ten over it, posted Sunday 
afternoon read “Show your 
hate for Trump, Do it for so-
cial justice” #jumpagainst-
trump. The meme depicted a 
man jumping out of a build-
ing window. 

The Catholic Diocese of 
Brooklyn released a state-
ment condemning the post, 
saying it does not represent 
the views of the church. 

“Father Pizzo did share 

the meme in question on his 
personal Facebook page,” 
the statement said. “He says 
he intended it as satire only, 
regrets the offense it has 
caused, and has deleted it. 
Suicide is, indeed, a serious 
subject and this post does 
not in any way represent the 
view of the church.”

Pizzo said he regrets 
posting the meme and that 
he does not support suicide.

“I apologize for the hurt 
that I have caused over a 
Facebook post,” the priest 
said. “I never intended it to 
get this kind of reaction and 
I regret posting it. I have 
been a priest for 40 years 
and my goal has always been 
to bring Christ to the people. 
I am pro-life and any refer-
ence to suicide is contrary to 
my beliefs, therefore, mak-
ing my post completely inap-

Richmond Hill priest 
shares suicide meme

Anti-Trump exhibit at MMI
draws neo-Nazi protesters

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Hundreds gathered in Asto-
ria Sunday afternoon to speak 
out against President Trump’s 
decision to close the nation’s 
doors to Muslims from certain 
countries..

City Council Majority Leader 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Jackson 
Heights) held a rally outside of 
the anti-Trump exhibit “He will 
not divide us” at the Museum 
of Moving Image to denounce 
the president’s Muslim ban and 
the recent presence of neo-Nazis 
and white supremacists at the 
exhibit.

The art project was started by 
actor and activist Shia LaBeouf 
and two collaborators. It is a 
24-hour live stream that began 
the day of Trump’s inaugura-
tion and will run for the next 
four years, or as long as Trump 
is president. LaBeouf invites 

anyone to repeat the phrase “He 
will not divide us” into a camera 
to protest Trump’s presidency. 
The exhibit has recently attract-
ed  individuals who identify 
themselves as neo-Nazis and 
white supremacists on camera 
and want to disrupt the project.

 LaBeouf was arrested Jan. 
26 and charged with misde-
meanor assault after an alterca-
tion with another man.  It was 
not known what provoked the 
altercation.

At the rally Van Bramer 
spoke against Trump’s recent 
executive order restricting 
travel for immigrants from 
Iran, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, So-
malia, Libya and Sudan, pre-
dominantly Muslim countries. 
The executive order, signed on 
Friday, banned entry of U.S. na-
tionals for 90 days and suspend-
ed the refugee program for four 
months. Hundreds of travelers 
were stranded at airports across 
the nation, sparking major dem-
onstrations at Kennedy Inter-
national and other airports, 
such as LAX is Los Angeles and  
O’Hare in Chicago. The Trump 
administration pulled back on 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE AND 
GINA MARTINEZ

Queens lawmakers re-
sponded to President Donald 
Trump’s Friday executive 
order barring immigration 
from seven Muslim-majority 
nations with outrage at its 
impact and vowed to fight 
it, but the chairman of the 
Queens Republican Party 
said the reaction to the or-
ders was “political hyste-
ria.”

“I remain shocked and 
appalled by the detention 
of individuals arriving to 
the U.S. at major airports, 
including JFK in New York 
City,” U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) said. “Peo-
ple who are studying, work-
ing and traveling abroad are 
now unsure if they will be 
able to return home based 
on their immigration status. 
It also appears that the ex-
ecutive order imposes an un-
constitutional religious test 
on immigrants and refugees 
seeking entry to our country 
by giving priority to one re-
ligion over another.”

But former congressman 
and Queens GOP Chair-
man Bob Turner defended 
Trump’s executive order, al-
though he acknowledged its 
implementation “was some-

what haphazard, and even 
ham-handed.” 

“The executive order is 
not a ban on Muslims nor 
will it significantly reduce 
the annual rate of immi-

grants entering the U.S. each 
year legally,” Turner said. 
“President Trump was elect-
ed on a platform featuring 
better vetting and scrutiny 
of our border access proce-

dures.  He did just what he 
promised to do.”

Trump signed the order 
Friday, which restricted 
travel for immigrants from 
Iran, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, So-
malia, Libya and Sudan. En-
try to the United States was 
barred for 90 days, with the 
refugee program suspended 
for 120 days. Immigration 
from Syria was halted indef-
initely under the order.

A Brooklyn federal court 
judge issued an injunction 
staying the order Saturday 
evening after a day of confu-
sion at airports throughout 
the country. Dozens of peo-
ple were detained at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port by Customs and Border 
Patrol officials in the chaot-
ic aftermath of the executive 
order, which was reportedly 
issued without warning or 
guidance for the Department 
of Homeland Security.

Maloney, a senior mem-
ber of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, sent a letter 
to Committee Chair Jason 

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
talks to protesters in Astoria.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

Pols outraged over impact of ban 
Queens lawmakers vow to fi ght order as GOP chief calls reaction ‘political hysteria’

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney says she is against 
President Donald Trump’s executive order. 

AP/Mel Evans

Queens GOP Chairman Bob Turner defended the presi-
dent’s executive order. 
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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City says JFK contractor discriminated
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Supervisors at a wheelchair assis-
tance contractor servicing travelers 
through John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport allegedly discriminat-
ed against their Muslim employees, 
according to charges filed by the New 
York City Human Rights Commis-
sion.

Supervisors at Pax Assist, Inc., 
which serves 32 airlines and employs 
more than 250 workers at JFK’s Ter-
minal 4, allegedly harassed their 
Muslim employees over a public radio 
address system when those employees 
requested  breaks to accommodate 
prayer times during Ramadan. 

Some Muslim employees requested 
to push back existing 10 or 15 minute 
breaks in order to properly break 
their religious fasts, but were consis-
tently refused. Supervisors also alleg-
edly broadcast over a radio system, 
saying “we don’t care about Rama-
dan,” and “we’ll give you a break on 
our time, not your time.”

“We will not tolerate religious dis-
crimination of any kind in New York 
City,” Hollis V. Pfitsch, the deputy 
commissioner of the law enforcement 
bureau at the city’s Human Rights 
Commission said. “Employees of 
every faith have a legal right to re-

quest religious accommodations and 
should not be harassed or discrimi-
nated against by their employers for 
requesting break time to observe 
their faith.”

The city’s Human Rights Commis-
sion first learned of the alleged ha-
rassment in August, after represen-
tatives of the 32BJ SEIU reached out 
to them. The employees in question 
are not represented by 32BJ, but the 
union had heard of the incidents and 
informed the HRC. The commission 

filed charges Jan. 13.
A spokeswoman for the HRC said 

the case was fairly unique in that it 
was initiated by the commission, 
which can file complaints against 
employers accused of discrimina-
tion on behalf of employees who are 
not identified. She said the number 
of anonymous tips about Pax Assist, 
Inc. indicated a pattern or practice of 
discrimination, which led the HRC to 
file in lieu of individual employees.

An e-mail requesting comment 

from Pax Assist, Inc. went unan-
swered.

The HRC has the authority to fine 
employers up to $250,000 in civil pen-
alties if the commission uncovers 
“willful and malicious violations of 
the law,” and can award compensa-
tory damages to victims. The HRC 
can also mandate trainings on the 
specifics of the city’s Human Rights 
Law and can order changes in a com-
pany’s break policies to accommodate 
employees’ religious practices.

Mayor Bill de Blasio encouraged 
all New Yorkers to remain vigilant of 
the specter of religious discrimina-
tion, saying it is not always simple to 
see.

“Discrimination does not just hap-
pen on the street, it can touch every 
part of our daily lives, including in 
the workplace,” the mayor said. “Now 
more than ever, it is important for ev-
eryone to stand up against discrimi-
nation and hate, and to protect the 
rights of Muslim Americans.”

The HRC encouraged individuals 
who feel they may have been a victim 
of workplace discrimination to call 
311 and ask for “human rights.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

A private contractor working at JFK International Airport was accused of religious discrimi-
nation by the city’s Commission on Human Rights.



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 3–9, 2017 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY BILL PARRY

The Queens district attorney’s of-
fice is pushing back against Trans-
portation Alternatives and Families 
for Safe Streets after they announced 
their outrage that the DA declined 
to bring criminal charges against 
Armando Morales-Rodriguez, a 
44-year-old unlicensed driver who 
killed an 8-month-old baby on an 
East Elmhurst sidewalk in October.

The driver backed his van into 
a stroller carrying Navraj Raju in 
front of 92-20 Astoria Blvd. The boy 
was rushed to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, where he died from his inju-
ries.

In the absence of criminal charg-
es, Morales-Rodriguez faces a maxi-
mum of 15 days in jail and a $300 
fine, according to Transportation 
Alternatives Executive Director 
Paul Steely White.

“We once again implore the 
NYPD and the city’s district attor-
neys to take greater action to deter 
the driving behaviors that kill and 
injure the most New Yorkers, which 
include failure to yield to pedestri-
ans,” Steely White said. “Specifi-
cally, authorities must make more 
frequent use of the Right of Way law, 
which allows a misdemeanor crimi-
nal charge against drivers who kill 
or injure someone in a crosswalk or 
bike lane, or on a sidewalk while en-
tering or exiting a driveway. In the 
Vision Zero era, DA’s must play a 
proactive role in deterring all forms 
of dangerous driving, and the reduc-
tion in fatalities and injuries must 
be a prime measure of our public 

prosecutor’s success.”
When the Queens DA was told 

what happened to Naraj Ranju Oct. 
27, he raced to the scene with the 
chief of his Vehicular Homicide Unit 
and two assistant district attorneys 
from his Homicide Investigations 
Bureau in addition to the NYPD Col-
lision Investigations Squad and the 
Queens Homicide Squad.

“This horrible tragedy was thor-
oughly investigated and we filed 
the only charge supported by the 
law and the facts of this incident,” a 
spokesman for the DA said. “We take 
very seriously our responsibility to 
investigate and prosecute drivers 
whose criminal conduct results in 
death or serious injury. That being 
said, we are sworn to follow the law. 
No matter how tragic the incident 
and no matter how much sympathy 
we have for victims and their fami-
lies, we cannot base a prosecution 
on those feelings.”

He added, “In every vehicular 
crash brought to our attention we 
must evaluate the driver’s conduct 
in terms of criminal liability. There 
are occasions when crashes occur 
which are not the result of crimi-
nality. Some may disagree with that 
determination and it is their right 
to do so, but our oath requires us to 
follow the law and not the opinions 
of others, however heartfelt those 
opinions may be.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Street safety advocate
tears into DA Brown

Street safety advocates complain Queens DA Richard Brown declined to bring criminal 
charges in the death of 8-month-old Navraj Raju in East Elmhurst in October. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Massachusetts man 
has been charged with 
multiple hate crimes for 
allegedly attacking a Mus-
lim Delta Airlines em-
ployee at John F. Kennedy 
airport last week, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. 

Robin Rhodes, 57, of 
Worcester, Mass., was ar-
raigned in Queens Crimi-
nal Court and charged 
with assault as a hate 
crime, harassment as a 
hate crime and unlawful 
imprisonment as a hate 
crime, the DA said. 

“The bigotry and ha-
tred that the defendant is 
accused of manifesting 
and acting upon have no 
place in a civilized soci-
ety – especially in Queens 
County, the most cultur-
ally diverse county in 
the nation,” Brown said. 
“Crimes of hate will never 
be tolerated here and when 
they do regrettably occur, 
those responsible will be 
brought to justice.”

According to the charg-
es, a Delta employee who 
wears a hijab was sitting 
in her office in the Delta 
Sky Lounge in Terminal 2, 
between 7:10 p.m. and 9:45 
p.m. Jan. 25 when Rhodes, 
who was waiting for a con-
necting flight to Massa-
chusettes, allegedly came 
up to the door and stated 
“Are you f---ing sleeping? 
Are you praying? What 
are you doing?”

Rhodes then allegedly 
punched the door, which 
hit the back of the victim’s 
chair, the criminal com-
plaint said.

According to the charg-
es, when the victim asked 
Rhodes what she did to 
him, he acknowledged 
that she had done nothing 
to him but then allegedly 
kicked her in the right leg, 
Brown said.

The victim moved to a 
corner of the office to get 
away from him. However, 
Rhodes allegedly kicked 
the door, stepped into the 
office and blocked her 
from leaving, Brown said. 

When someone came 
to the office and tried to 
calm Rhodes down, Rho-
des moved away from 
the door and the victim 
ran out of the office to 
the lounge’s front desk, 
Brown said. Rhodes alleg-
edly followed her and and 
got down on his knees and 
began to bow down in imi-
tation of a praying Mus-
lim and shouted epithets 
about Islam and ISIS.

“Trump is here now. 
He will get rid of all of you. 
You can ask Germany, 
Belgium and France about 
these kind of people. You 
will see what happens,” 
he said, according to the 
complaint.

The victim suffered 
substantial pain and red-
ness in her right leg as a 
result of Rhodes’ alleged 
actions. 

According to the com-
plaint, as Rhodes was ar-
rested he told officers “I 
guess I am going to jail 
for disorderly conduct. 
I couldn’t tell if it was a 
man or woman because 
their back was to me and 
they had something cover-
ing their head.” 

Rhodes was or-
dered held on $50,000 
bond/$30,000 cash bail 
and was set to return to 
court Feb. 8 . He faces up 
to four years in prison if 
convicted. 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Man charged in 
JFK hate crime 

Crimes 
of hate 

will 
never be 
tolerated  

here.
RICHARD BROWN
QUEENS DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 3–9, 2017 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

Katz pledges to ease 
immigrants’ worries 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Borough President Me-

linda Katz outlined the ac-
complishments of the past 
year and the direction the 
borough is heading in her 
2017 State of the Borough 
address last Friday. 

Katz said Queens is 
becoming the borough of 
“growth” and “families” by 
experiencing the highest 
tourism increase citywide, 
while school overcrowding 
has been reduced. 

The borough president 
said she is setting her sights 
on giving the long-over-
looked Willets Point area 
a face-lift with a proposed 
soccer and hockey stadium. 
Immigrant support will be 
a high priority in 2017.

Since the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Ser-
vices field office in Long Is-
land City shut its doors due 
to f looding two years ago, 
residents have been forced 
to go to Lower Manhattan 
or Holtsville, L.I. about 
citizenship, green card and 
other services.

Katz and U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) are 
proposing to reopen the 
Queens office in the vacant 
space available in the Add-
abbo Federal Building in 
Jamaica, which is easily 
accessible by public trans-
portation.

Katz said in an earlier 
briefing that her intent is 
to address the uncertainty 
felt by immigrants in light 
of the new administration 
in the White House, with 49 
percent of Queens residents 
having been born abroad.

“With all the political 
stuff that’s been happen-
ing nationwide, we wanted 
to send the message that 
in Queens we all stand to-
gether and work together. 
We’re not going to tolerate 
hate crimes,” Katz said at 
the briefing earlier that 
week. “But we’re also going 
to create effective ways for 
people to get the services 
they need.”

The city has allocated 
about $400 million to the 
derelict Willets Point area 
over the course of a decade 
and spent $300 million 
demolishing and moving 
businesses in an attempt to 
clean up the spot, which is 
part of the stalled $3 billion 

development plan drawn up 
by the Bloomberg adminis-
tration, according to Katz.

“Yet to this day, it’s still 
a blight. When we hosted 
the World Series at Citi 
Field, that’s the Queens that 
folks saw from all over the 
country,” Katz said. “How 
about a hockey and soccer 
stadium? Just imagine if 
we, the World’s Borough, 
hosted the World Cup or the 
Stanley Cup. Willets Point 
is 62 acres. The market and 
constituencies are here, we 
have needs, and there is in-
herent demand.”

Classrooms have grown 
while classroom trailers 
have been scrapped. Enroll-
ment in schools in Queens 
went from 273,000 in 2013 
to the current estimate of 
285,000.

Pre-K seats saw a 461 
percent increase since 2013 
from 3,600 to 20,000. There 
were 152 classroom trail-
ers in 2013, a number which 
has decreased to 109.

The city has built 11 new 
schools and expanded six 
existing to alleviate over-
crowding and improve con-
ditions in the classroom.

“We removed 43 [trail-
ers] in the last three years, 
which means 2,600  kids are 
now learning inside their 
school’s buildings. And an-
other 46 trailers are already 
scheduled to be removed.”

Tourism in Queens is 
booming with 18 new ho-
tels, and 30 more on the 
way. Occupancy rates in 
these hotels are outpacing 
Manhattan, Katz said.

A new hotel at JFK called 
the TWA will be reminis-
cent of the days when How-
ard Hughes was dominant 
in the airline industry.

The Queens Museum has 
doubled in size, according 
to Katz, and renovations to 
the New York State Pavilion 
are well underway with the 
former World’s Fair site be-
ing restored to its original 
color, known as “American 
Cheese” yellow.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Advocates for incarcerated 
and formerly incarcerated wom-
en vowed to continue pushing 
for clemency for women impris-
oned on non-violent drug offens-
es despite the ‘law-and-order’ 
stance of the new presidential 
administration, according to 
speakers at a forum sponsored 
by the National Council for In-
carcerated and Formerly Incar-
cerated Women and Girls.

The “Real Women Real 
Voices” symposium, held in 
Vanderbilt Hall at New York 
University’s Law School Jan. 
25, brought together formerly 
incarcerated women to share 
their stories and views on panel 
discussions. The evening also 
included phone calls from two 
women currently serving time 
in prison.

Andrea James, the council’s 
executive director, said she 
hoped the symposium would be 
a call for action for the attendees, 
particularly the law students in 
the audience who may end up as 
prosecutors.

“We wanted to talk about the 
policies, as the experts in this 
field,” she said. “We are work-
ing to create a system that is 
based on human justice.”

James founded the council 
in December 2015 to advocate for 
women in and out of prison. She 
also founded Families for Jus-
tice as Healing and was a 2016 
recipient of the Robert F. Ken-
nedy Human Rights Award.

Espousing the motto “noth-
ing about us without us,” the 
council wants to ensure that in-
carcerated and formerly incar-
cerated women’s voices are in-
cluded in the debate over prison 
reform.

The council currently in-
volves more than 1,000 women 
in and out of prison, with chap-
ters in 22 states, and forum at-
tendees came from as far away 
as Oakland, Calif., and Atlanta, 
Ga., according to Topeka Sam, 
the council’s national director. 

At one point, the council 
set up a video chat with Alice-
Marie Johnson, 61, who is cur-
rently serving a life sentence for 
a nonviolent drug offense. 

Having served more than 20 
years of her sentence, she origi-
nally asked President Barack 
Obama to grant her clemency as 
a part of his Clemency Project 
2014, but was denied, nor was 
she among the more than 200 
commutations Obama issued 

during his last week in office.
Johnson acknowledged that 

she made “terrible choices” 
more than 20 years before, but 
said her choices in prison had 
been far different. Johnson said 
she had an exemplary conduct 
record in prison and her clem-
ency request had the support 
of the warden, prison staff and 
three members of Congress. 

She expressed sorrow for 
those inmates “who are lan-
guishing in prison, whose 
dreams have been shattered, 
whose hopes have turned to 
hopelessness, whose tears could 
fill a river.” 

But Johnson renewed her 
commitment to continue fight-
ing for clemency despite the 
disappointment that she was 
unsuccessful with President 
Obama.

“So many people are quick to 
say, ‘you do the crime, you do the 
time.’ But that time should be 
just and fair,” she said. “There’s 
no middle way on justice’s high-
way. You have to pick a side.”

The council and other orga-
nizations advocate for clemency 
for inmates like Johnson, and 
James said it was important to 
keep fighting, because some-
times their efforts are success-
ful. She pointed out Ramona 

Brant, a panelist who had been 
granted clemency by Obama in 
2015.

“We used to carry Ramona’s 
picture with us around the 
country,” James said. “Now we 
carry Ramona.”

Brant was arrested in 1993 
in North Carolina and charged 
with conspiracy — a conspiracy 
Brant said began long before 
she even arrived in the state. 
She received clemency in Dec. 
2015 and later met with Obama 
to speak about issues surround-
ing mass incarceration, such as 
housing discrimination against 
former inmates. 

Like many throughout the 
evening, Brant expressed worry 
about what the Trump adminis-
tration would mean for women 
and girls still incarcerated, but 
she said she was determined to 
remain optimistic.

“We hope something good 
will come out of this adminis-
tration,” she said. “I doubt it, but 
you’ve got to believe in the unbe-
lievable.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

The audience listens to multiple panel discussions at the “Real 
Women Real Voices” symposium put on by the National Council for 
Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

New calls for clemency
Group advocates on behalf of incarcerated women
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POLICE 

Blotter

JAMAICA - The NYPD was asking 
for the public’s help in finding an indi-
vidual they believe assaulted a man on 
Jan. 14.

At about 9:30 p.m., police said the 
victim, 27, left the Jamaica Center 
Parsons Boulevard/Archer Avenue 
subway station, when the unidentified 
man made derogatory statements about 
the victim’s sexual orientation. The as-
sailant punched the victim in the face 
and fled the scene. The victim, whose 
name was not released by authorities, 
was taken to Jamaica Hospital where 
he was treated for minor injuries and 

released.
The suspect was described by police 

as a black man, between the ages of 28 
to 33 years old, and was between 5-foot 
7 and 5-foot-8. He was estimated to 
weigh between 260 and 280 pounds, and 
was last seen wearing a green hooded 
sweater with a burgundy jacket, blue 
pants and a black DU-rag. 

Police released photos of the man in 
question and encouraged anyone with 
any information about the incident to 
call NYPD Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1 
(800) 577-TIPS.

Outside the Parsons Boulevard/Archer Avenue subway station earlier this month, a man 
was punched during a dispute. Cops are seeking this man in the assault.  NYPD

NYPD seeks Jamaica assault suspect

FLUSHING - Police were search-
ing for a suspect wanted for grand 
larceny in Flushing. 

According to police, on Dec. 27 at 
4:55 p.m. a man entered a glasses store, 
Eye Solutions, at 37-09 Main St. and 
stole a pair of Cartier sunglasses. 

Police described the suspect as a 
6-foot-tall white male

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477)

Police search for Flushing grand larceny suspect

ELMHURST - The NYPD arrested 
more than a dozen people in a gam-
bling and drug bust above a stretch of 
stores on Broadway in Elmhurst Jan. 
25. Members of the NYPD Queens Vice 
Squad obtained information and ex-
ecuted search warrants at 83-27 Broad-
way and 83-31 Broadway, police said.

Police found 18 gambling devices, 
including table video games, along 
with cocaine and other drug parapher-

nalia and more that $24,000 in cash. 
Eleven suspects were arrested at 83-
31 Broadway and were hit with drug, 
gambling and forgery charges, accord-
ing to the NYPD. Five more suspects 
were arrested at 83-27 Broadway and 
charged with criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, including two 
who were found with methamphet-
amine, police said.

16 arrested in Elmhurst gambling, drugs sweep
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A Strong, Reputable Bank is Now Open in College Point!

*Terms & Conditions: The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. The minimum/maximum CD opening deposit is $1,000/$500,000. Promotion ends 
on February 24, 2017 and is only available in the College Point Branch. New money only. Requires the opening of a personal checking account with a minimum opening deposit of 
$100. The free gift will be provided at account opening, subject to availability. In the event that the gift is not available, the branch will contact you once it is available for pickup.  
The value of the free gift will range from $34.39 to $199.99 based on your opening deposit amount.  A 1099-INT form will be issued to you for the value of the gift. Penalties may 
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details.

132-11A 14th Avenue
College Point, NY 11356

(718) 215-7500
 

Banking Hours:
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24-Hour ATM Available

Open a CD Account Today and Receive a FREE Gift!*

+$3.5 Billion
in Total 
Assets

46 Branches and Growing!

Now Open in
College Point!

Existing Branch
<	����������=�����

2.05% APY*  5-Year CD 
2.25% APY* 7-Year CD 
2.50% APY* 10-Year CD

Indira Miller
Vice President,
Branch Manager
indira.miller@fnbli.com

ge P

Christine Pryce
Assistant Vice President,
Assistant Branch Manager
christine.pryce@fnbli.com
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Established
1927
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Back off, Trump: Queens protects immigrants
An Open Letter to President 

Trump:
 
If you want to strip sanctuary 

cities of funding to force us into 
complying with your vindictive 
anti-immigrant executive ac-
tions, go ahead; that won’t make 
us budge. Our principles cannot 
be bought and besides you could 
use the money seeing as Mexico 
won’t be paying for this wall you 
want to build.  The American 
taxpayers will.

 And when you build that wall, 
know that we’ll build a taller one 
between our local law enforce-
ment and the federal authorities 
charged with enforcing your 
misguided deportation agenda. 
We’ll put that wall around our 
agencies so you could never pry 

the sensitive information immi-
grants entrusted us to keep. We 
will never be an accomplice to 
your egregious executive orders 
that tarnish the dignity and im-
age of our country.

New York will stand behind 
the hundreds of thousands of 
families that rightfully call 
this state home. Diversity is in 
ingrained in the streets immi-
grants built, inscribed in our 
harbor and woven into the very 
fabric of every community liv-
ing here.

With more languages and 
ethnicities than anywhere else 
in the United States, my district 
may be the most susceptible to 
your policies, but the residents 
are also the most eager to stand 
as a united front. They won’t 

fall for your attempts to turn 
communities of color and low-
income against each other by 
holding federal money over their 
head. You’ve never known their 
struggles; you’ve never had to 
make the hard choices they have 
had to make. You’re incapable of 
understanding their resilience 
to adversity, and so you have se-
verely underestimated your sac-
rificial scapegoat.

You may have bullied your 
way into our oval office, but just 
because your tower sits in our 
skyline, the divisive values and 
prejudices you champion will 
never define us.

 
Francisco Moya

Assemblyman
Jackson Heights
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Newly minted President Trump has gone too far in 
banning certain Muslims from the United States and 
ignoring the fact that most Americans take pride in 
their immigrant heritage.

Striking to many foreigners who visit the United 
States is how Americans identify themselves. When one 
American asks another American “What are you?,” the 
answer usually involves ethnic origins.

“I’m half Turkish and half French” would be a typi-
cal response even though the person’s ancestors may 
have come to the country in the early 19th century.

Schoolchildren are raised on the story of the first 
Thanksgiving when the Pilgrims - who left England 
seeking religious freedom - celebrated their first holi-
day harvest in Plymouth with a local Indian tribe.

The immigrants were welcomed by the native Amer-
icans, who may have given the Pilgrims the tougher 
wild turkey to eat and kept the fish for themselves, but 
they had taught the newcomers how to survive in their 
harsh new land.

This is the textbook tale of immigration to America. 
It was formally recognized as a national holiday in 1863 
and has been used as a reference point for generations 
of people entering the country and carving out their 
place in the national mosaic.

We listen to the family stories about how our grand-
father escaped the Prussian Wars or our great grand-
mother left Hong Kong to sail to California.

The immigration experience is part of the Ameri-
can psyche.

It was no surprise that the Ellis Island website, 
which opened its records on passenger arrivals and 
other genealogical data to the public in the early 1990s, 
crashed on the very first day as Americans rushed to 
discover their history.

Today immigrants make up 50 percent of the work-
force in New York City and contribute to every aspect 
of American life. Corporate America, the arts commu-
nity, scientific fields, the medical profession, academic 
institutions, sports teams and labor unions are up in 
arms over Trump’s travel ban, which threatens to dis-
rupt their operations.

Trump’s executive order denying entry to citizens of 
seven Muslim-majority states and locking out refugees 
for 120 days invalidates the most basic American val-
ues.  We are a nation built by the exiled, the persecuted, 
the adventurer, the thrill seeker and the impoverished 
and we have a tradition of extending a hand up to those 
behind us.

The selective ban on one religious group and desper-
ate refugees disregards the DNA of this country.

“So what are you, Mr, Trump?” First-generation 
Scottish and second-generation German from Queens. 
You should remember your own roots.
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READERS WRITE

Education system is failing minority students
As a parent of multiple 

children, you always want to 
make sure that you provide 
each of them with the same 
access and opportunity to be 
the best they can be.

But what happens when 
the state robs you of that 
chance?

I’m an educational activ-
ist from Jamaica. My hus-
band and I work side-by-side 
daily to try to ensure that 
the children of our commu-
nity are provided with the 
best education New York has 
to offer. But even in the case 
of our two sons, New York is 
unfair and inconsistent.

Our sons attend what is 
now known as a renewal 
school, August Martin High 
School — our neighborhood 
school for decades.

The school once featured 
five different academies for 
students to choose from, 
each featuring a unique ca-

reer direction: Business and 
Law, Communication Arts, 
Culinary Arts, Aviation, 
and Medical Science. 

Through partnerships 
with local colleges and pro-
fessional development pro-
grams the students at Au-
gust Martin have gained the 
hands-on skills and training 
necessary to guide them into 
adulthood. This was the pic-
ture of August Martin when 
my first son went there from 
2008-2012. Unfortunately, I 
cannot say the same for my 
second son.

In the past six years, we’ve 
lost the Business and Law 
Academy, the Communica-
tion Arts Academy, and the 
Medical Academy — three of 
the five programs our school 
offered.  This tragic loss 
comes down to money.

New York state has owed 
our school almost $1 million 
for decades and we were not 

able to employ the lawyers, 
medical professionals, or ev-
eryday teachers necessary 
to sustain these programs. 

At one point, August Mar-
tin partnered with Fox, the 
Apollo Theater, Farmingdale 
Airfield - the list goes on and 
on - to provide high quality 
learning experiences for our 
students.

Since the loss of our 
programs, enrollment has 
dropped and we’ve been 
threatened with closing. 

Though my son did not 
have the same opportunities 
as his older brother, he has 
been successful and will ad-
vance to college next year.

But our fight is not just 
for our sons. 

The tremendous loss that 
August Martin has experi-
enced is undoubtedly follow-
ing the pattern of systemic 
racism that exists in our 
state.

Areas like Jamaica that 
are mostly black, Latino 
and mostly low-income have 
been neglected for decades. 
The Campaign for Fiscal 
Equity lawsuit that was de-
cided in 2006 proved that 
New York state was failing 
to fulfill the needs of black, 
brown, and low-income stu-
dents statewide.

Yet cases like mine exist 
in these communities to this 
day. I know this because I 
decided to take a stand and 
in October. I joined a won-
derful group of parents and 
community activists on a 
150-mile walk to Albany.

This need is specific to 
communities like mine all 
across the state and it is 
tragic that in 2016, New York 
state would attempt to pro-
claim the mantle of progres-
sivism as the system of rac-
ist and inequitable funding 
of schools continues. 

I found a way to equal-
ize the success of both of my 
sons. But we are the excep-
tion, not the rule.

It has been proven that 
New York state needs to pro-
vide more funding to high 
needs districts in order for 
every child to have access 
to a “sound basic education” 
and it’s past time for the 
state to comply. 

For Gov. Cuomo to at-
tempt to eliminate the very 
aid that communities like 
mine need is criminal, but 
we have one message for 
him: “Fully fund the Cam-
paign for Fiscal Equity, so 
that all students can reach 
their full potential.”

Dionne McNeil
Jamaica

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

It seems likely that Don-
ald Trump will continue to 
send out twitter messages 
during his presidency to 
dominate the news cycle and 
to influence or deflect news 
stories he does not like.

To give the public an ac-
curate idea of how Trump 
frames his messages, George 
Lakoff (a cognitive linguist) 
suggests the press should 
categorize them using labels 
he has developed and talked 
about during media inter-
views.

Four of those labels ap-
pear below (next to each 
label is an example of how 
Trump has employed it.)

Diversion

Trump diverted attention 

from the issue of his busi-
ness conflicts of interest by 
tweeting that Meryl Streep 
is the most overrated actress 
in Hollywood.

Deflection

Rather than answer a 
CNN reporter in a press con-

ference, Trump said CNN 
dealt in fake news.

Trial Balloons

Trump tweeted we need 
to pay more attention to 
nukes. When there was no 
outcry, he doubled down on 
the issue.

Pre-emptive Framing:

Instead of responding to 
the serious charge of a hack 
and a “weaponizing” of the 
stolen information to sway 
an American election by the 
Russians, Trump tweeted 
that the hack was the fault of 

the DNC for being lax in its 
website security.

In this “post-truth” era, 
it is important for the press 
to go beyond conventional 
reporting of the “facts” and 
show how “the news” gets 
shaped.

In our opinion, labeling 
Trump’s tweets through La-
koff’s taxonomy would be a 
good step in that direction.  

 

Martin H. Levinson, Ph.D
Katherine Liepe-Levinson, 

Ph.D
Forest Hills

In this ‘post truth’ era, it is important for the 
press to go beyond conventional reporting of the 
facts and show how ‘the news’ gets shaped. In our 
opinion, labeling Trump’s tweets would be a good 

step in that direction.

Press needs to go the extra mile to cover Trump
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, the TimesLedger 
newspaper presents notewor-
thy events in the borough’s 
history

Born Andrea Donna de 
Matteo on Jan. 19, 1972, ac-
tress and Queens native Drea 
de Matteo is best known for 
her portrayal of Mafia moll 
Adriana La Cerva in the 
HBO series “The Sopranos.”

After receiving an Emmy 
for her role as supporting 
actress in the drama series, 
the critically acclaimed star 

has since shown her versatil-
ity in a television universe 
spanning comedy, drama 
and fictional superheroes.

She has two children from 
a relationship with Shooter 
Jennings, son of famed coun-
try singer Waylon Jennings. 
In March 2015, de Matteo 
lost her East Village apart-
ment of 22 years in a highly 
publicized deadly gas explo-
sion.

The future thespian spent 
her early years in the Whit-
estone section of Queens. 

Her mother, Donna, is a 
playwright and teacher at 

the AB Actors Studio and 
her father, Albert, was a suc-
cessful CEO of two furniture 
companies.

The de Matteos later 
moved to the Upper East 
Side, where they occupied 
the former townhouse of 
singer Aretha Franklin.

After graduating from 
the Loyola School, young 
Drea studied at the Tisch 
School of the Arts at NYU, 
originally hoping to become 
a director, not an actress.

The future star soon 
caught the acting bug, how-
ever, and her breakout role 
was undeniably that of Adri-
ana La Cerva, girlfriend to 
an up-and-coming Mafia sol-
dier in the six-season crime 
drama “The Sopranos.”

Although auditioning for 
just a one-episode role, the 
Queens native so impressed 
the show’s producers with 

her acting skills that she 
became an award-winning 
regular in the series. 

During her six-year run 
with the mob crime drama, 
de Matteo also earned a 
Screen Actors Guild Award 
for Outstanding Perfor-
mance by an Ensemble in 
a Drama Series as well as a 
Gracie Award, presented to 
outstanding women in enter-
tainment and news media.

While still portraying 
Adriana, by 2004 the televi-
sion star had taken the next 
step in her career, appear-
ing in the short-lived sitcom 
“Joey,” a spinoff from the se-
ries “Friends.”

In recent years, the ac-
complished actress from 
Queens has continued to 
build a remarkable televi-
sion career across a variety 
of genres.

Aside from acting in the 

highly popular series “Des-
perate Housewives” for two 
seasons, among other roles 
de Matteo also became one 
of the main characters in 
the cable TV crime drama 
“Sons of Anarchy.”

 In addition, the girl from 
Whitestone who made it big 
has appeared on police pro-
cedurals such as “CSI: Mi-
ami” and “Law and Order: 
Special Victims Unit.”

In early 2016 she returned 
home as NYPD Detective 
Tess Nazario, one of the 
main cast in the NBC crime 
series “Shades of Blue.”

Notable Quote: “I’m defi-
nitely stereotyped, and I’m 
very OK with that.”

Compiled by Dan McDon-
ald, Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society. For further infor-
mation, contact the Society at 
718-278-0700 or visit our web-
site at www.astorialic.org. 

Ever wonder where our 
obsession with child preda-
tors began?

The answer just might be 
at the movies. And “M” is the 
picture that started it all.

What a creepy film. It 
opens with a mother put-
tering around the kitchen, 
waiting for her daughter to 
come home from school. We 
see the clock on the wall. 
We see her expression grow 
from cheer to terror. And 
somewhere in the streets be-
low, we see a man buy a little 
girl a balloon. 

If your pulse is racing 
already, thank Fritz Lang, 
director of that 1931 classic 
that taught filmmakers ev-
erywhere to hook audiences 
with the primal emotion of 
heart-stopping fear for our 
kids.

After bad guy Peter Lorre 
murders the girl he bought 
the balloon for — off camera, 

so we can imagine the worst 
— the city rises up to hunt 
him down.

He nonetheless manages 
to befriend another child on 
the street. But just as he is 
leading her off to buy candy, 
her mother appears. Hallelu-
jah!

And that is the moral of 
the story: Unless you want 
your children to get mur-
dered, you cannot let them 
go outside on their own. 
Lang himself said he made 
the movie “to warn mothers 
about neglecting children.”

“It almost feels like those 
hygiene films that warned 
you to brush your teeth,” 
says Robert Thompson, a 
professor of pop culture at 
Syracuse University. “That’s 
what I think “Adam” did as 
well.”

“Adam” is the made-for-
television picture that came 
out in 1983, two years after 
6-year-old Adam Walsh was 
abducted from a Sears store 
in Florida and subsequently 
beheaded. Even more than 
“M” (which was, after all, 
German), it is the movie that 
branded stranger-danger 
onto the collective American 
consciousness.

Until then, the majority of 

child abduction movies were 
either police procedurals or 
family melodramas, says Pat 
Gill, professor emeritus of 
communications at the Uni-
versity of Illinois. 

“You often don’t see the 
child at all, or if you do, it’s 
got some gangster’s moll tak-
ing care of the kid. He’s not 
tied up or anything.”

“Adam” changed all that. 
The two-part mini-series 
was ratings gold, and the 
media world began ordering 
more and more kiddie kid-
nappings.

That’s why we’ve seen 
f licks about teenaged ab-
ductees (Elizabeth Smart), 
toddler murder victim (Jon-
Benét Ramsey), and  kids 
ripped from their bicycles 
(Amber Hagerman, for 
whom the Amber Alerts are 
named). Then there are all 
those “Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit” episodes. 

How do you proceed to 
kick it up a notch? You hire 
Liam Neeson. In 2008, we 
got “Taken,” the megahit in 
which Neeson is convinced 
by his pushy ex-wife to let 
their 17-year-old daughter 
and her slutty friend travel 
to Paris without supervision. 
The girls land and immedi-

ately meet a cute but skeevy 
guy who asks to share their 
taxi. Moments after he drops 
them off, he and his gang of 
sex traffickers return.

Neeson’s daughter sees 
the men grab her friend in 
the next room and speed-
dials daddy — a Special Ops 
type — for advice. Matter-of-
factly he tells her, “You will 
be taken.”

So will you, dear viewer, 
on what is basically an ex-
cuse for vigilante sadism as 
Neeson hightails it to Paris.
Without a hint of jet lag, he 
takes on an international 
team of traffickers, allow-
ing the audience to enjoy all 
sorts of cruelty while feeling 
smug: Take that, you fiends! 

Meantime, it gave par-
ents something else to be 
terrified of. A mom at a PTA 
meeting once solemnly in-
formed me that there are 
more girls sex trafficked in 
America today than there 
were slaves before the Civil 
War. (Umm … wrong.)

“Room,” by comparison, 
is a serious film. We know 
this because the lead ac-
tress, Brie Larson, won an 
Academy Award for play-
ing the mom who raises a 
son within the confines of a 

backyard shed. Her fictional 
character was taken at age 17 
when she was kind enough to 
help a man who said he’d lost 
his dog. 

In all these pictures, a 
mom is overtly or subtly at 
fault: The mother in “M,” 
who didn’t walk her child 
home from school. The moth-
er in “Adam,” who didn’t 
keep her son by her side at 
Sears. The mother in “Tak-
en,” who sends her daughter 
to Europe unchaperoned.

And even in “Room,” 
Larson yells at her own 
mother for teaching her to 
be nice to strangers. Maybe 
if she’d been a little less 
nice, she wouldn’t have been 
snatched.

The movie industry has 
realized what newspaper 
editors, cable television pro-
ducers, and grandstanding 
politicians already know: 
There’s no business like woe 
business, and most woeful 
of all are stories about miss-
ing children whose mothers 
could have saved them — but 
didn’t.

Lenore Skenazy is a pub-
lic speaker and author of the 
book, blog and Twitter feed 
Free-Range Kids. 

Threat of child predators comes from movies
COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Award winning Queens actress fi ne with being stereotyped
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COLUMNS

The 2016 presidential race 
demonstrated the activities 
of a candidate whose entire 
career in the free enterprise 
system was conducted main-
ly from New York City and 
surrounding areas.

When we look back at re-
cent political history in New 
York, we see that another 
rich businessman ran for po-
litical office. 

That was Nelson Rockefell-
er. He ran for New York Gov-
ernor in 1958 on the  Repub-
lican ticket and won against 
incumbent Gov. Averell Har-
riman. Rockefeller came into 

the political picture in 1958, 
much in the same way Trump 
did in 2016.

Rockefeller ran his cam-
paign with charisma and 
excellent speaking ability as 
did Trump.

Rockefeller was well 
known to the press. His fam-
ily before him was famous 
for its wealth as far back as 
70 years before he ran for 
governor.

At that time Rockefeller 
was considered to be advo-
cating a liberal philosophy 
on both economic and social 
issues.

He had buildings and 
areas of land named after 
him and his family as did 
Trump. 

Rockefeller first gained 
mutual respect of the elec-
torate when he campaigned 
for governor.

From 1958 on, he was 

elected governor three times. 
He ran for the presidency in 
1964 against Arizona Sen. 
Barry Goldwater in the Re-
publican primary.

He lost the California 
primary to Goldwater, and 
Goldwater lost the presiden-
tial election to President 
Lyndon Johnson in 1964.

Rockefeller went on to 
become vice president for a 
brief period during the Ford 
administration. That was 
the end of his political ca-

reer.
Trump began his political 

career as a populist conser-
vative. He had hopes of suc-
cess and the support of mid-
dle-class working people.

Both candidates had 
similar patterns of politi-
cal development. They both 
appealed to a wide range of 
voters, but Trump seemed 
to have strong arguments 
based on the issues of his 
time.

In the case of Trump, he 

had stronger issues to bring 
before the people than did 
Nelson Rockefeller and more 
contact with voters.

The 2016 period was and is 
a period of revolt, especially 
among blue collar workers. 
The time that Rockefeller 
ran was in spanned the late 
1950s through the 1960s. 
American people were not in 
the same state of rebellion.

Although Rockefeller was 
a good candidate, I believe 
that Trump was a better can-
didate and had the stronger 
message to relate to dealing 
with current day problems.

Different times in history 
give us various answers. 
Rockefeller fought and lost 
when he ran for president.

Trump took advantage of 
the circumstances and was 
successful in his endeavor 
to become president of the 
United States.

The ingenious framers 
of our Constitution got most 
things right. It is amazing 
that a document crafted 
in the 18th century can be 
largely intact now in a very 
different world than the one 
in which it was conceived. 
Their plan to structure a gov-
ernment system that would 
check the power of the execu-
tive — the “checks and bal-
ances” — allowed us to suc-
ceed and make progress even 
when our president was mis-
guided or made a mistake.

We saw a great illustra-
tion this past weekend after 
the president decided to ban 
travelers from seven Muslim 
nations from entering our 
country. In dictatorships or 
monarchies, no one would 
been able to overrule this 
pernicious attempt at exclud-
ing people for their religion. 

In America, within a few 
hours of this executive ac-
tion, a judge in Brooklyn was 
able to temporarily right a 
potential wrong. I live across 
the street from the federal 
courthouse in Brooklyn and 
it was amazing to watch 
 the lights flick on Saturday 
night for an NYCLU injunc-
tion that led to a hearing and 
a stunning rebuke to Trump .

Wow. That’s a real democ-
racy in action and it heart-
ened millions of Americans 
who worry that we are going 
off a cliff with this new ad-
ministration. 

I’m sure this “stay” is just 
the beginning of a long bat-
tle, but round one ended en-
couragingly and it reminded 
everyone that in America cit-
izens have lots of power and 
legal mechanisms to fight 
the White House. 

No other country in the 
world has such a robust and 
resilient form of government. 
In addition to the “checks 
and balances” we have our 
First Amendment, protecting 
freedom of religion, speech, 
the press, and the right to as-
semble. 

This is one of the more 
stunning pieces of forward-

thinking in governance. It 
is another bulwark against 
an out-of-control executive 
branch, and it has never felt 
more important in my life-
time than it has these past 
few weeks.

The peaceful protests that 
went on around the country 
the day after the inaugura-
tion — engineered and mostly 
populated by women — were 
evidence of the strength of 
our democracy and our un-
paralleled tradition of free 
speech.

It showed our fellow citi-
zens, the rest of the world, 
and, hopefully, the incoming 
administration that the pow-
er to assemble and protest 
is one of the most powerful 
rights Americans citizens 
retain. 

More than 4 million pro-
testers around the country 
sent a message to the in-
coming administration that 
there is a movement brewing 
that will resist attempts to 
trample on the rights of mi-
norities, women, immigrants 
and other oppressed groups.

The Women’s March on 
Washington will undoubted-
ly be a thorn in this govern-
ment’s regressive side, and 

one hopes that it will trans-
late into efficient political 
organizing and encourage 
more women to run for na-
tional office.

This past weekend, a pop-
up demonstration at Ken-
nedy Airport illustrated the 
passion and solidarity of 
those who were appalled by 
the anti-immigration actions 
of the new president. 

“If you build a wall, we 
will tear it down,” they chant-
ed. A quick mobilization at 
airports, within hours, is an 
astounding modern develop-
ment made possible through 
the powers of social media. 
Like the Arab Spring of a 
few years ago that toppled 
longtime leaders in Tunisia, 
Libya, Egypt and Yemen, the 
power of viral protests should 
never be underestimated.

The press is called “The 
Fourth Estate” because it be-
longs in our system of checks 
and balances. As a gradu-
ate student at the Columbia 
School of Journalism in the 
mid-’80s I was taught good 
journalism comforts the af-
flicted and afflicts the com-
fortable.

Truer words could not be 
spoken about the role of the 

media in America in this 
scary moment. We need a 
strong, independent, and fair 
press to question, probe, and 
expose the misuse of power.

The media needs the sup-
port of the citizenry against 
manipulation by the govern-
ment so we don’t degenerate 
like other countries have 
when the government made 
the media the enemy.

Steve Bannon’s chilling 
words last week that the “ me-
dia is the opposition party ” 
and “should shut up” are not 
far removed from the bully-
ing tactics in Nazi Germany 
in the mid-20th century. And 
we know where that went.

So, as citizens of the most 
democratic country in his-
tory, we must exercise our 
power to assemble, protest, 
organize, and support our 
free press.

The resistance has just 
begun.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a 

Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral 

candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private 

sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

People, press must check government’s power

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Although Rockefeller was a good 
candidate, I believe that Trump 
was a better candidate and had 

the stronger message to relate to 
dealing with current day problems. 

Comparing the candidacies of Trump and Rockefeller
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Cuomo to codify Roe v. Wade in New York
BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced Monday that he 
would guarantee a woman’s 
right to choose in New York by 
codifying the protections es-
tablished by the landmark 1973 
Roe vs. Wade  decision into the 
state Constitution ensuring 
that protections remain in 
place in New York in the event 
the decision is overturned or 
altered by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Cuomo vowed he would 
propose such an amendment 
during a Planned Parenthood 
Day of Action in Albany.

“As Washington seeks to 
limit women’s rights, we seek 
to protect them, and as they 
threaten reproductive rights, 
I propose a constitutional 
amendment to write Rose v. 
Wade into the New York State 
Constitution to prevent any 
attack on the right to choose,” 
Cuomo said. “We will not al-
low the progress of the wom-
en’s movement to be stopped, 
and we must seize this oppor-
tunity to bring the state and 
the nation forward and stand 
up for women’s health. Make 

no mistake, we will always 
protect the right to choose in 
New York.”

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
greeted many of the activists 
who traveled to Albany by 
buses provided by Planned 
Parenthood.

“I am proud to stand with 
Planned Parenthood and to 
fight for the protection of 
women’s rights and access to 
affordable health care,” Simo-
tas said. “As a New York leg-
islator, I will fight to build on 
our rights, not tear them down 
and make sure our state never 
turns its back on families, no 
matter what is happening in 
Washington.”

Cecile Richards, the presi-
dent of Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, joined 
more that 1,500 advocates, 
patients and supporters from 
around the state to make clear 
to state lawmakers that they 
must immediately act to safe-
guard women’s rights as fed-
eral action is underway to de-
fund Planned Parenthood and 
repeal the Affordable Care 
Act.

“We know that seven in 10 
Americans support Roe vs. 
Wade and want to see it remain 
the law of the land,” Richards 
said. “At a time when access 
to reproductive rights is un-
der attack, we are grateful to 

champions across the nation 
who stand with the 2.5 million 
patients Planned Parenthood 
health centers care for with a 
whole range of health services, 
from birth control to cancer 
screenings to yes, safe and le-

gal abortion. New Yorkers, like 
all Americans, deserve access 
to the full range of sexual and 
reproductive health care.”

Meanwhile, Secret Theatre 
founder Richard Mazda, the 
creator of the LIC Arts Open 
called his artists to action to 
defend the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, which is also 
under threat of elimination by 
the Trump administration.

“Artists will need to come 
out of their garrets and their 
natural isolation and come to-
gether to protest this,” Mazda 
wrote in an e-mail to partici-
pants of the upcoming 7th LIC 
Arts Open in May. “If it is true 
that they will try to gut the 
NEA, this will affect NPR, 
Public Television and so many 
programs it makes me dizzy to 
even contemplate.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) slammed the 
Trump administration’s plan 
to cut the NEA as well as the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities.

“Cutting or eliminating the 
National Endowment for the 

Planned Parenthood went to Albany for a Day of Action to urge state 
lawmakers to act swiftly to safeguard women’s rights. 

Courtesy of Planned Parenthood

Continued on Page 45
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New York Hospital Queens is now 
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens.

To find a physician, call 718-670-2000 or visit nyp.org/queens

amazing
 things 
are happening 
in queens.
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Oscar Mayer
Bacon
16oz
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$399
Nathan’s 

Franks
11-14oz

$399
Edy’s

Ice Cream
48oz

2 $5FOR

Stacy’s 
Pita Chips



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 3–9, 201720    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

FLIP

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House March 19th , or April 30th From Noon to 3PM. 
Come meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win 
a free session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Jamaica Center for Arts and 
Learning is celebrating Black History 
Month with a variety of exhibitions, 
performances and screenings at two 
venues in downtown Jamaica.

The center, located at 161-04 Jamaica 
Ave., will host “The Genius of Geoffrey 
Holder,” an exhibition celebrating the 
work of the Trinidadian-born chore-
ographer, designer, director and actor. 
Holder is well-regarded for his work on 
the 1974 Broadway musical “The Wiz” 
as director and costume designer, for 
which he won a Tony Award. The ex-
hibition will celebrate his many con-
tributions to the world of theater and 
dance. The exhibition will run from 
Feb. 1 to May 30.

“The Wiz” will also be featured 
in a one-time performance Feb. 11 at 
4 p.m., put on by the New York Black 
Arts Festival. The event will be at the 

Jamaica Performing Arts Center at 
153-10 Jamaica Ave., and tickets can be 
purchased online at www.jcal.org or at 
JCAL’s box office at (718) 618-6170.

Additional events include “Drama 
from the Diaspora,” a reading by writer 
and playwright Amba Chevannes Feb. 
4 at 7 p.m. at the Jamaica Performing 
Arts Center, and Taaqiy Grant will de-
but his documentary film “HAPI – The 
Role of Economics in the Development 
of Civilization,” also at JPAC. The 
film examines the dissolution of trade 
along the Nile River, as well as explor-
ing ways in which it could rebound. 

The United African Dance Troupe 
will also come to JPAC Feb. 25, with 
a performance directed by Patricia 
Ghizamboule Robinson.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Police have ruled the death of a 
24-year-old Woodhaven man was a 
homicide. 

Efrain Vargas was found in the 
bedroom basement of his 91st Street 
home Sunday by a friend, according 
to police. When officers arrived at 
3:30 p.m., they found Vargas unre-
sponsive with multiple stab wounds 
and burn marks, police said. He had 
reportedly been dead for days. 

Friends and neighbors have ex-
pressed their grief on social media. 
Woodhaven resident Fausto Abad 
was an old friend and said Vargas 
had a troubled life. 

“In a way I’m surprised that this 
happened and at the same time I’m 
not,” he said. “When we were kids 
trouble always found Efrain. He was 
a cool kid, never meant any harm or 
wanted anything bad to happen to 
anyone, but sadly life was harsh for 
him. He had been though a lot. Just 
when it seemed life was getting bet-
ter for him, this happens. It’s really 
sad.”

 A neighbor also expressed his 
surprise at Vargas’ death. 

“At first I didn’t even know what 
happened until the next day, but it’s 
always surprising when you hear 
about something like that happening 
to someone you’ve seen around before 
a couple of times.  It’s pretty sad.”

According to police, Vargas had 
nine previous arrests. In 2016 he was 
arrested for resisting arrest and in 
2015 he was arrested for reckless en-
dangerment, police said. 

Officers said investigations were 
ongoing and the medical examiner 
will determine the cause of death. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Police investigating 
Woodhaven murder

Jamaica center celebrates 
Black History Month

Police are investigating the death of 
24-year-old Efrain Vargas. 

Photo Courtesy of Facebook
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Immigrants who make a difference honored   

Punjab: Jagir Singh Bains was a military man in India, where Sikhs 
are a minority but a powerful presence. When he came here, Bains 
found it necessary to create an organization to explain Sikh culture to 
Americans.   

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Burkina Faso: Rodrique Ouattara dreamed of being 
an actor in America someday but, after getting po-
litical asylum here, found his new love: rooftop farm-
ing at Brooklyn Grange in Long Island City.   

Photo by Naeisha Rose

HongKong: Irene Cheung, mother of three, 
saw seniors in her Bayside-Little Neck 
neighborhood hurting for social contact 
with others, so she started a community 
club.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Taiwan: John Liu is a familiar face to anyone 
with even the slightest political awareness in 
Queens. A former City Council member and city 
comptroller, Liu is among the most respect-
ed community figures in northern Queens.   

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Istria: Lydia Bastianich, the hugely popular TV chef and 
restaurant owner, left Yugoslavia as a child with her 
familyto escape communism. Her food empire started 
with a 30-seat eatery in Forest Hills.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Hong Kong: A former merchant banker in his native land, K.Y. 
Chow did not have the entrée to Wall Street when he came to 
America. So he started one of the most sophisticated printing 
plants in the city in Long Island City.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

India: Dr. Dheeraj Kamalan, an anesthesiologist and head of pain medi-
cine at Elmhurst Hospital, sets aside a large portion of his practice for 
people in pain who cannot afford the more sophisticated types of sur-
gery that can ease their suffering.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Antigua: Winnie Benjamin came to the United States at age 16 and created a 
string of successful beauty salons. Now, she teaches other small-business en-
trepreneurs the basics of building a thriving business.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

The TimesLedger 
Newspapers selected 
25 immigrants who 

live in the borough to 
honor at the Queens 
Ambassadors Awards 

gala last week at 
the LaGuardia Plaza 

Hotel.
They were chosen 
after an extensive 
search for their 
contributions to 
their communites, 

enriching all of 
Queens and making 
its diversity such a 

positive force.
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at TimesLedgers’ Ambassador Awards

Greece: Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas became one of 
the youngest people ever elected to the Legislature in 2009 
when she was sworn-in at age 31 to represent Astoria.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Bangladesh: Richard Mumith likes to eat and found a ready audience 
of people from Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens who shared his pas-
sion for the staggering variety of food in this borough when he started 
Queens Food Tours.   Photo by Naeisha Rose

Haiti: Ricardi Calixte is an official with the Queens 
Economic Development Corp., organizing local busi-
ness to get their fair share of city services and go-
ing to bat for the borough’s business community.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Ireland: What better training for a 
Community Board 6 chairman than work-
ing for a taxi company.  Joe Hennessy lives 
and raised a family in Forest Hills before 
becoming a community figure.    

Photo by Naeisha Rose

India: It is noteworthy that Dr. Uma Mysorekar, a doctor, 
is a woman of god as well as science. She is the found-
er of the largest Hindu temple in Queens, the sprawling 
Ganeesh Temple on Bowne Street in Flushing.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Trinidad: Shaun D. Francois is the leader of the 23,000-member 
Local 372, the union for support staff in the city school system. 
He started out as a substitute lunchroom helper and now runs 
the largest union in DC 37.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Ecuador: Josefa Castro couldn’t get used to the fact that in America people look out for 
themselves with little help from neighbors. She started the first block association in 
Bushwick before joining Catholic Charities here.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Romania: Grigore Culian began as a singer and musician in Romania but started a 
Romanian-language newspaper that has spread from New York to national distribu-
tion.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Hundreds gather for fi rst-ever awards ceremony

Ireland: When Ciaran Staunton’s 12-year-old son 
died suddenly of a little-know infection, sepsis, that 
started as a playground scrape, it devastated his 
family. But he and his wife, Orlaith, have started a 
foundation to make sure it doesn’t happen again.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Malaysia: A former translator in his country of birth, Harbachan 
Singh is a lawyer who has specialized in dangerous, diplomatic 
missions on behalf of the UN, including recovering looted art 
treasures from Saddam Hussein.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Taiwan: As a marketing man, Wesley Sin has ex-
plained the lure of Flushing to travelers from all 
over the globe; promoted the promise of business 
in northern Queens; and pushed cultural life in the 
borough.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Liberia: Saywalah Kesselly came to the U.S. with two shirts and 
$20. After earning a degree in economics and going to work 
for an electrical company, he founded a youth center in south-
east Queens that aids 400 kids a year. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Brtitain: Richard Mazda (l), with TimesLedger publisher Brian Rice, is 
the man behind the popular Secret Theater in Long Island City, home 
of groundbreaking productions from Shakespeare to “Cabaret.”  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

India: Malini Shah (r), with state Sen. Jose Peralta, the keynote speaker at the event, runs her own diamond 
company in Bayside and founded an organization to make sure young Indians here can learn the art and cul-
ture of their country of origin.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Ecuador: Monica Loja came to the U.S. at age 15 with 
limited English but the organizational skills of an Army 
general. A degree from City College later, she is now the 
face of River Fund, the anti-poverty center in Richmond 
Hill.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Ecuador: A former Marine, Juan Serrano — with Miriam Nieto, 
Community News Group account executive — is Northwell Health’s 
military specialist, assisting veterans and their families navigate 
the heath care system.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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On frontlines of this week’s protests

At the entrance to Terminal 4 at JFK, Port Authority Police cordon off the passenger side of the airport 
from the growing group of demonstrators. 
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

In Battery Park, U.S. Sen. Kristen Gillibran speaks at Day 2 of the rallies against President 
Trump’s executive order. 
 Photo by Milo Hess

At the federal courthouse, hundreds of protesters gather to await the outcome of a preliminary hearing on 
the President’s travel ban. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Under the elevated Airtrain tracks, several hundred protesters were confined to a section 
of the airport grounds. 
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

American Civil Liberties Union lawyers Lee Gelernt and Anthony 
Romero (c) walk out victorious from the federal courthouse in down-
town Brooklyn to announce a victory. Photo by Paul Martinka

The demonstrations at JFK came together quickly, fueled by the newws on 
social media that foreign nationals were being detained. 
 Photo Naeisha Rose
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 19 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

State Sen. Jose Peralta, (c), in cooperation with Woodside 
on the Move, Burlington Coat Factory and Delta Air Lines, is 
behind the distribution of 2,000 coats to  community and 
faith-based organizations in Queens. 
 Courtesy of State Sen. Peralta

In College Point, a new branch of of the First National Bank 
of Long Island is opened by officials. The Nassau County-
based bank has been moving west into Queens since 2015. 
This is its fourth branch in the borough. 
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

At  PS 232 in Howard Beach, Stacey Pheffer Amato (c) is offi-
cially sworn-in to the Assembly seat once held by her moth-
er, Audrey Pfeffer (l), who — as county clerk now — swears in 
her daughter. 
 Courtesy of Assemblywoman Pfeffer Amato

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (l) found her new intern, Aneta 
Golaszewski, at Townsend Harris High School. Aneta is cur-
rently an undergraduate at SUNY Albany. 
 Courtesy of Assemblywoman  Rozic

Assemblyman Mike Miller (c) appears at PS 65 In Jamaica 
to present student-of-the-month certificates along with 
Assistant Principal Nicole Lake (l) and Parent Coordinator 
Patti Musalin. Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller

These Boys Scouts from Troop 268 in Flushing traveled to 
Washington for the inauguration of President Trump. (l-
r) George Moustakos, Nicholas Ferderigos and Johnny 
Douveas. Photo by George Douveas

The Queens Botanical Garden has three new board mem-
bers, sworn in this month:  Debra Lodge, Bianca Ng and  
Jeanmarie Schieler. They join newly elected chair, Pauline 
Huang. 
 Courtesy of QBG

David Stern (l), assistant coach of the Townsend Harris High 
School Robotics Team (#2601), and Jonathan Abrams, the 
manager of Gershow Recycling, are handing off some scrap 
metal that destined to be made into robots. 
 Courtesy of Townsend Harris

Freshman City Council member Paul Vallone kicks off 
his re-election campaign with his wife and children at a 
packed fundraiser at Vivaldi. Vallone represents north-
east Queens. Courtesy of Council member Vallone/Dominick 

Totino
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IS NOW PRESIDENTS DAY
GRAND OPENING

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3400 STORE LOCATIONS

QUEEN  
MATTRESS SETS

AS 
LOW 

AS

$17999

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
adjustable mattress sets.

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets.

BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

***

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets. 

Prices go up on 2/28/17.

BUY NOW & SAVE
$300UP 
TO

††*

SAVEUP 
TO

$500**

0%APR FOR

5Minimum purchase of 
$4,499 with your Mat-
tress Firm credit card. 
60 Equal Monthly  
Payments required. 

YEARS*

BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO$500
SAVEUP 

TO

STOREWIDE

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets.**

*†
***

MF18 NYC CPI 2.3 DAILYNEWS_FRONT

0% APR: 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $3499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 48, 36, or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Offer 
valid 1/30/17-2/5/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was 
a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement 
for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.
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GIVE YOURSELF 
A RAISE 

Read, watch TV, relax and sleep in unlimited rest positions all with the touch of a button.

PRESIDENTS DAY
GRAND OPENING SALE

Prices reflect queen adjustable sets with applicable savings. Split kings shown. Some models in select stores only. Offer valid on select mattress set purchases.

0% APR FORUP 
TO5YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

$81
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3848 
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-Cloud® Supreme on a
TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus Adjustable Base

$80
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4773 
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-ContourTM Supreme HD 
on a TEMPUR-Ergo® Premier 

Adjustable Base

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$74
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3548 
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-ContourTM Supreme on a
TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus Adjustable Base

$76
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4548  
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-Cloud® Supreme HD on a
TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus Adjustable Base

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

TEM
on 

BONUS CASH

SAVEUP 
TO

On select Tempur-Pedic 
adjustable mattress sets.

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress set purchases.

$300UP 
TO

***

$500**

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets. 

Prices go up on 2/28/17.

BUY NOW & SAVE
$300UP 
TO

††*
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       is 
now

AMERICA’S #1 TEMPUR-PEDIC® RETAILER!

Prices reflect queen flat sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only. Offer valid on select mattress set purchases.

$80
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4799 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Luxe Breeze

TEMPUR-Cloud® 
Luxe Breeze

$80
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4799 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-Cloud® 
Supreme Breeze

$75
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3599 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

$75
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3599 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Rhapsody Luxe

$88
Per Month**†  
36 Months 
0% APR*

$3149 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Elite

$86
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$4099 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Elite Breeze

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

FREE
PILLOW***

FREE
MATTRESS

PROTECTOR***
FREE
MATTRESS
FRAME***

On select Tempur-Pedic® mattress set purchases. Good towards a free luxury pillow,  
free Premier mattress protector, or free mattress frame.

*******$300UP 
TO

BONUS 
CASH
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SAVE UP TO $500 STOREWIDE *†

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS, NOBODY!TM

WE GUARANTEE OUR LOWEST PRICE OR IT’S FREE!†

0% APR FORUP 
TO 5YEARS* Minimum purchase of $4,499 with 

your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

OR NO CREDIT NEEDED!
See store for details.

is 
nowPRESIDENTS DAY GRAND OPENING SALE

EXCLUSIVELY AT EXCLUSIVELY AT 

***
BONUS CASH
$100UP 
TO

SAVE
UP TO

$300*†

0%
APR FOR
UP TO

5YEARS****
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

*

T

SAVE
UP TO

$500*†
BB
$$$

*Minimum purchase of $4,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

FOUNDERS COLLECTION

**†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may affect 
the monthly payment. **Tempur-Pedic Savings Event: Offer valid 1/30/17-2/26/17 or while supplies last. Maximum savings of $500 requires purchase of a King/CA King Tempur-Pedic® Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze® mattress with a King/CA King TEMPUR-Ergo® Premier adjustable base. Save $300 on 
King/CA King Tempur-Pedic Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze mattresses. Save $200 on Tempur-Pedic Queen and Full Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze mattresses and on King/CA King Tempur-Pedic Elite level mattresses. Save $150 on Twin/ Twin XL Tempur-Pedic Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze mattresses and 
on Queen and Full Tempur-Pedic Elite level mattresses. Save $100 on Twin/Twin XL Tempur-Pedic Elite level mattresses and on King/CA King Tempur-Pedic Supreme level mattresses. Save $75 on Queen and Full Tempur-Pedic Supreme level mattresses. Save $50 on Twin/ Twin XL Tempur-Pedic Supreme 
level mattresses. Save $200 on King/CA King TEMPUR-Ergo Premier adjustable bases. Save $150 on Queen and Full TEMPUR-Ergo Premier adjustable bases. Save $100 on Twin/Twin XL TEMPUR-Ergo Premier adjustable bases. Save $100 on King/CA King TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus adjustable bases. Save $75 
on Queen and Full TEMPUR-Ergo Plus adjustable bases. Save $50 on Twin/Twin XL TEMPUR-Ergo Plus adjustable bases. Savings realized at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer, coupon or discounts. Excludes previous purchases. See store for availability and details. Copyright 2017 
Tempur-Pedic North America, LLC. All rights reserved. ††*Buy Now & Save: Buy now and save before prices go up on new Tempur-Pedic inventory. Offer valid 1/23/17-2/27/17 or while supplies last. Maximum savings of $300 requires purchase of a Tempur-Contour Supreme mattress set. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. Not valid on previous purchases. See stores for complete details. 2017 Tempur-Pedic pricing starts 2/28/17. ***Mattress Firm Bonus Cash: Offer valid 1/30/17-2/5/17. Purchase a Tempur-Pedic® mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive up to $300 in Bonus Cash. Bonus Cash 
good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $109.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Bonus Cash breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.98 and get $100 in Bonus Cash, spend $1999.99-$2999.98 
and get $200 in Bonus Cash, or spend $2999.99 or more and get $300 in Bonus Cash. LuxLiving Black Ice and Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Bonus Cash offer. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash 
value, see store for details. *†*If you are not satisfied with your new mattress, you may exchange or return the mattress with a small processing fee. See store for details. †On available products in local delivery areas. Must be purchased before delivery cut off time. Not available for online purchases. ††Our 
Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you find the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Tempur-Pedic®, Optimum™, Stearns & Foster, 
Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid, Beautyrest Black® Hybrid (Plus), Serta SmartREACT Elite, clearance merchandise, floor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise offered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are 
excluded. See store for details. *†Advertised dollar savings range from $50-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in 
our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise noted, offers valid 
1/30/17-2/5/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. MF18 NYC CPI 2.3 DAILYNEWS_BACK

JUST BECAUSE YOU CAN KEEP 
YOUR MATTRESS FOREVER, 

DOESN’T MEAN YOU SHOULD.
After 8 years your body changes and 
so does your mattress. So check your 

tag and if your mattress is over 8, 
it’s time to replace at

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3400 STORE LOCATIONS
VISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

Read our reviews at mattressfirm.com/reviews

Sleep Happy on your 
new mattress or your 
money back!™*†*

We guarantee to beat 
competitors’ advertised 
price by 10% or your 
mattress is free.††

Guaranteed 
on time 
delivery!†

Our professional 
sleep experts will 
help you find the 
right mattress.

Why  is America's Preferred Choice for Better Sleep.
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FEBRUARY SPECIAL EVENT

Breakfast 
with

Queens Borough President

Melinda Katz 
and her Cabinet

104-04 Ditmars Avenue, East Elmhurst, NY 11369

Tuesday, February 07, 2017 
8:30 AM- 9:00 AM - Registration and Networking

9:00 AM - Program and Breakfast - Full Breakfast Served
 REGISTER TODAY!

Hear about economic initiatives and plans 
for a better Queens future.

Take the opportunity to personally meet 
key administrators and members of her team.

Melinda Katz
Queens Borough President

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Veterans at Queens College now 
have a new space to lounge on cam-
pus.

Queens College announced the 
newly renovated Veterans Club Mon-
day at a ribbon-cutting ceremony. In 
attendance were City Councilmen 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) and 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and a 
representative from state Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic’s (D-Flushing) of-
fice. 

The club was made possible by 
an $8,000 grant from Student Veter-
ans of America and The Home De-
pot Foundation. The club is located 
on the second f loor of the Student 
Union. The revamped space includes 
new lounge and kitchen furniture, a 
computer, appliances, and renova-
tion supplies. 

Lancman, who served as a com-
missioned officer and infantry pla-
toon leader in the New York Army 
National Guard’s 42nd Infantry Di-
vision, praised the refurbished club 
on campus. 

“Queens College honored our 
veterans the right way by opening 

a Veterans Lounge with the motto: 
‘We learn so that we may serve,’” he 
said. “Too often, veterans are only 
shown appreciation on Veterans 
Day, but this new lounge is a way 
to recognize our local veterans all 
year long.”

Veterans Outreach Specialist 
Dennis Torres talked about the im-
provements, which included fixing 
the walls and ceiling, new tiling, a 
f lat screen TV, a full fridge and a mi-
crowave. According to Torres, the 
lounge is used to host events for vet-
erans, including a yearly disabled 
veterans awareness celebration. 

“Here at St. John’s we have rough-
ly around 250 military students,” he 
said. “This club is an organization 
on campus that helps build bridges 
with veterans and the rest of the 
community. Around 60 students 
showed up to the ribbon cutting/  
They were excited, there was a great 
reception to the lounge. Everyone 
was so happy. It all came out greater 
than anyone had expected.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Queens College announces 
Veterans Club renovations
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H eart-shaped boxes fi lled 
with decadent treats 
are coveted gifts on Val-

entine’s Day. Chocolate lov-
ers typically have a favorite 
type of chocolate, whether it’s 
creamy fi lled truffl es or choc-
olate pieces with fruit or nut 
fi llings. 

The tradition of gifting 
chocolate is anything but new. 
Chocolate and other sweet 
treats have been offered for 
centuries as prized gifts. Even 
ancient Aztecs and Mayans 
celebrated chocolate and saw 
it as a hot commodity. Drinks 
made of cacao beans would be 
given as presents to people of 
high status. Chocolate also 
would be offered to the gods 
as a token of appreciation. Ca-
cao beans were even used as a 
form of currency at one point.

During the 17th century, 
chocolate consumption grew 
considerably across Europe. 
Chocolate houses cropped up 

in London, and the French 
elite often indulged in choco-
late. It’s popularity continued 
to grow, but the dessert was 
not linked to Valentine’s Day 
until nearly 200 years later. 
In the mid-1800s, an enterpris-
ing individual named Richard 
Cadbury was looking for a way 
to make it even more popular 
than it already was. He sought 
out a method to make drinking 
chocolate more palatable and 
created “eating chocolates.” 
These were packaged in deco-
rative boxes. Eventually, Cad-
bury saw the benefi t of putting 
images of cupids and roses on 
the boxes. He even designed 
boxes in the shape of hearts 
that could be saved as memen-
tos. These soon became inter-
twined with Valentine’s Day 
celebrations.

On the other side of the At-
lantic, Milton Hershey dab-
bled in commercializing choc-
olate as well. Hershey began 

as a caramel maker, but ex-
perimented with covering the 
caramels in chocolate in 1894. 
He would go on to develop one 
of the most successful brands 
of chocolate in the United 
States, which included the fa-
mous Hershey bar. In 1907, he 
launched production of tear-
drop shaped “kisses.” (The 
chocolates were given their 
unusual name because of the 
“smooching” noise made by 
the chocolate when being man-
ufactured.) The kisses became 
wildly popular and made for 
affordable chocolate gifts on 
Valentine’s Day. 

Many other manufactur-
ers soon began packaging 
their chocolates in special 
boxes for Valentine’s Day. Rus-
sell Stover and Whitmans are 
two such manufacturers who 
have long specialized in heart-
shaped boxes or other decora-
tive Valentine’s gifts. 

Traditionally, men have 

gifted women with boxes of 
chocolate for Valentine’s Day. 
However, that role is reversed 
in other areas of the world. 
For example, in Japan, women 
give gifts — namely chocolates 
— to the men in their lives to 
express love, courtesy, or so-
cial obligation. This tradition 
fi rst began in 1936 when con-
fectioner Morozoff Ltd. ran the 
fi rst ever Valentine’s Day ad in 

Japan through a local English 
newspaper. By the 1950s, other 
Japanese confectioners were 
following suit. 

Chocolate has long been 
tied to Valentine’s Day gifting. 
Whether one believes it sym-
bolizes heightened status, acts 
as an aphrodisiac, or is just a 
special treat, chocolates will 
likely always be associated 
with the day of love.  

Love in Brooklyn

How chocolate became 
tied to Valentine’s Day
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DINING ROOM SPECIAL 
VALENTINE DINNER

A La Carte from 
Our Menu 

Reservations Required

SPECIAL MENU 
HARP PLAYER

220-33 NORTHERN BLVD 
BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
Contact@Marbella-Restaurant.com

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY FOR EITHER DINNER & DANCING 
OR A LA CARTE DINING ROOM DINNER WITH HARP PLAYER

VALENTINE’S DAY IS FOR LOVERS
ENJOY ROMANTIC DINING & DANCING IN THE 

Cocktail Hour  Continuous Open Bar

Continuous Buffet including our Best Signature Dishes 

Continuous Dancing to the Music of Our Live DJ!

PER PERSON 
+TAX & TIP

Reservations with 
$25 pp Deposit

WEDDINGS  ANNIVERSARIES  BIRTHDAYS  SHOWERS 
PRIVATE FACILITIES FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS 

AND PERSONAL FUNCTIONS
ACCOMMODATE UP TO 200 PEOPLE

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1970

R E S TAU R A N T  &  CAT E R I N G

PRIVATE ROOM 
UP TO 200 PEOPLE

HARP PLAYER 
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY

Superb Spanish & Continental Cuisine

MARBELLA RESTAURANT & CATERING
“Winter Restaurant Week Special $27.95”

THREE COURSE DINNER
Sunday thru Thursday - 3pm till Closing

Love in Brooklyn

Valentine’s Day is second only to 
the holiday season with regard 
to gift giving. Although this 

day devoted to love and exchang-
ing gifts can be wasteful, that does 
not mean those with a mind toward 
green and simple living should ig-
nore the holiday altogether. In fact, 
there are plenty of different ways 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day with 
conservation in mind:

Bee mine: Give a loved one the 
gift of a jar of raw honey from a 
nearby bee farm with a pun-themed 
love note that says “bee mine.”

Smart greetings: When choos-
ing greeting cards, select those 
printed on recycled paper using 
all-natural inks. Otherwise, cre-
ate your own paper or digital greet-
ings. If making your own paper 
greeting, be sure to make it with 
a reusable material that can be 
repurposed once the holiday has 
come and gone.

Purchase an artisan gift: Gifts 
don’t have to be mass-produced 
items made in factories. Looks for 

handmade gifts designed by local 
artisans who don’t need fuel to de-
liver their creations around the 
world. Or look to gifts that help sup-
port a cause, such as crafts made by 
indigenous people to support their 
independent living.

Homemade meal: Take to cook-
ing a meal at home for your valen-
tine. Once you settle on his or her 
favorite foods, be sure to source out 
local, organic, and free-range in-
gredients. 

Give the gift of a massage: 

Massages can help relieve stress 
and pain. Because massage is a ser-
vice rather than a product, there 
will be no residual waste. Other 
service gifts include manicure 
and pedicures, spa treatments, and 
hair salon services.

Adopt an animal: Work with a 
local kennel to adopt a pet or speak 
with a favorite conservation group 
about fi nancially supporting an an-
imal. Sweethearts who are animal 
lovers may fi nd this to be the ideal 
gift.

Offer living plants: Cut flow-
ers certainly look beautiful, but 
they may require many resources 
for planting, cutting, and trans-
porting. That’s especially true for 
non-native, out-of-season flowers. 
Potted plants can live indefinitely 
as long as they are cared for prop-
erly.

Purchase Fair Trade choc-

olate: Make sure the sweets or 
other gifts being purchased are 
in line with fair trade policies. 
Fair Trade Certified products 
are made with respect to people 
and planet. Rigorous social, en-
vironmental, and economic stan-
dards are employed to promote 
safe, healthy working conditions, 
protect the environment, enable 
transparency, and empower com-
munities to build strong, thriving 
businesses.

Valentine’s Day celebrations 
can be enjoyed in an eco-friendly 
way that can make this special 
day even more meaningful to eco-
conscious couples.  

Eco-friendly ways to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We were on one of our regular ba-
con runs to the Butcher Block in Sun-
nyside, a purveyor of all Irish comes-
tibles, when a sign across 41st Street 
for a Korean restaurant called “Doma” 
caught our attention. 

Doma isn’t one of those Korean 
barbecue places you are most famil-
iar with. Any barbecued meats on the 
menu get that way in the kitchen, not 
on an inset burner on the table. The 
forte here is Korean comfort food. If 
there is a Korean word for hygge — the 
trendy Danish concept translated as 
“coziness” — it would apply to Doma’s 
food.

The set menu seemed like a good 
way to sample a broad spectrum of 

the fare. It is also a good way to feed 
a couple of diners a lot of variety for a 
modest price. In this case, $26 bought 
us ramyun (ramen), dukboki (spicy rice 
cake), donkatsu (pork cutlet), and kim-
bap (sushi roll). In the interest of thor-
oughness, we supplemented that with a 
galbi (marinated short ribs) lunch box, 
and an order of Korean-style chicken 
wings. We washed it all down with 
makgeoli, a cloudy rice liquor decep-
tively tasty for its alcoholic impact.

Apart from the inevitable panchan, 
assortment of freebie tasty tidbits one 
can always rely on at a Korean eating 
establishment, our ramyun was the 
first dish to arrive. A selection of sea-
food, egg, scallions, fish cake and cab-
bage was awash in a prodigious bowl 
of challengingly spicy broth, topped by 

a mussel in its shell. This was a bowl 
that would easily stand up to the offer-
ings at the trendier ramen joints. 

Somewhere along the line, a gigun-
do kimbap roll appeared. Our favorite, 
the bugolgi version, comes crammed 
with seaweed, bulgogi (grilled mari-
nated beef), spinach, carrots, fried egg, 
fish cake, and sweet radish, encircled 
by rice and nori. Kimbap may look like 
sushi rolls, but there are important dif-
ferences. Kimbap is usually made with 
cooked proteins, and served on their 
own without wasabi or soy sauce. Ko-
rean moms often pack them in lunch 
boxes instead of a sandwich.

The dukboki, we have to admit, is a 
bit of an acquired taste. Long, chewy, 
cylindrical rice cakes come in a spicy 

Hidden gem 
in Sunnyside 
offers Korean 
comfort food

TimesLedger, February 3-9, 2017Sudoku 34 
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If there is a Korean word for hygge — the trendy Danish concept translated as “coziness” — it would apply to Doma’s comfy Korean cuisine. Photo by Suzanne Parker

COZY COZY 
KOREAN KOREAN 
CUISINECUISINE

Continued on Page 42
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Answers in Sports

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY
Delicious homemade Italian food at a price you can afford!

COLD HEROS 3 FT. to 6 FT. $25 2 Cheese Pies & 
bottle Coke

$50 2 Cheese Pies, 
Tray Baked Ziti

$65 3 Cheese Pies, 
Tray Baked Ziti, bottle Coke

ONLY $1995pp 
(Minimum 15 people)

PARTY MENU

Delicious food
delivered!

Choose 5. All served with your 
choice of Antipasto, Garden Salad, 
or Caesar Salad, plus Italian Bread

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

46-19 Marathon Pkwy, Little Neck

ITALIAN RESTAURANT

718-225-4700

Paper Goods Individual Trays Available

$1500 per ft. Italian

$1500 per ft. Chicken

$1500 per ft. Vegetarian

All sandwiches include macaroni & potato salad

FLAMENCO VIVO
CARLOTA SANTANA

“An infectiously 
joyful celebration 

of music and 
dance.” 

- The New York Times

February 11-12, 2017 
Tickets: $42 / Rear Side Seating: $25 
Box Office: 718.760.0064 - www.queenstheatre.org
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214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

An ‘Om’ of your own
BY DUSICA SUE MALESEVIC

If recent presidential execu-
tive orders are causing hyper-
ventilation, Manhattan’s Ru-
bin Museum of Art — which 
celebrates the art and culture 
of the Himalayas and neigh-
boring regions — is offering a 
way to slow down, take a deep 
breath, and say “Om.”

“It’s a very important con-
cept for our time right now,” 
Risha Lee, the curator, said at 
a sneak peek of the museum’s 
newly installed “OM Lab.”

Starting this Friday, the 
temporary participatory space 
will invite visitors to the sixth 
floor, which has been turned 
into a sleek, sparse area domi-
nated by a white booth in which 
participants can have a go at 
the enduring Sanskrit mantra.

“The process is a bit tricky,” 
Terence Caulkins, sound and 
interaction designer for the 
exhibition, said. “We’re trying 
to make it as easy as possible 
for people to produce their 
most authentic Om.”

Caulkins, who designed the 
iPad interface visitors will be 
using, said in a phone inter-
view that the program will 
“guide people through the pro-
cess of doing the recording.”

First, a visitor will prepare 
— sit upright, put on the head-
phones and get close to the 
microphone. Next, they will 
hear three samples of Tibetan 
monks chanting at lower, me-
dium and higher pitches, and 
will hum along to see which 
pitch they should record at, 
Caulkins explained. After 
choosing their pitch, the visi-
tor will then record their Om. 
While the chant is being re-
corded, a waveform is project-
ed on wall behind the booth.

Banners in front of the 
booth will provide informa-
tion about Om, which Lee said 
in a phone interview “has a 
huge 3,000 years of history 
that is absolutely fascinating, 
and might not be known to the 
wider public. We wanted to in-
volve the community. Om by 
its nature is communal.”

“Om can be considered to 
be the most supreme mantra 
— it condenses all of the mean-
ing into one word, so to speak,” 
Jorrit Britschgi, director of 
exhibitions, collections and re-
search at the Rubin, said in a 
phone interview. “Om cannot 
be reduced to smaller parts. 
It’s the smallest possible mol-
ecule, sonically speaking.”

The OM Lab grew out of 
brainstorming and planning 
for a larger exhibition, called 
“The World Is Sound,” which 
will open in June, Lee ex-
plained. “The World Is Sound” 
is “so interesting, that it 
spilled over. We realized this 
[OM Lab] could be an exhibi-
tion itself,” she said.

Britschgi said that the whole 
point of OM Lab is to be an in-
teractive and participatory ex-
perience for visitors. After the 
chants are recorded, they will 
be woven together and some 
will become part of “The World 
Is Sound” exhibition.

This will be the first time 
that visitors participating in 

one exhibition will be featured 
in another, according to Robin 
Carol, who handles public re-
lations for the Rubin.

After an initial culling of 
the chants, Caulkins will knit 
them together, with the hope 
“that it will create this inter-
esting blending of voices,” he 
said. The installation featur-
ing the Oms will be dynamic, 
shifting between different 
tones and chants, with visitors 
awash in a “sound bath” as 
peakers will be placed around 
the room to create a “3D sound 
field,” Caulkins said.

Britschgi said the OM Lab 
is a way to connect with Hi-
malayan art, and that “Om is 
deeply rooted to the traditions 
that the Rubin stands for.”

Carol said the museum 
does outreach to the Hima-
layan community — a hub of 
which is in Jackson Heights 
— with their monthly Hima-
layan Heritage Meetup, their 
Family Sundays program, and 
the museum’s block party.

The lab will deepen people’s 
experience and understanding 
of Om, Lee said. 

Daniel Neumann, acoustic designer for the upcoming “The World Is 
Sound” exhibition, demonstrates how a visitor will record their “Om.” 

Photo by Dusica Sue Malesevic

Rubin Museum exhibit records visitors’ Sanskrit chants

Continued on Page 42
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FILM

The King of Comedy — Shot 
entirely on location in New 
York, Scorsese’s trenchant 
satire about fandom and the 
pursuit of fame features Robert 
De Niro as Rupert Pupkin, a 
delusional aspiring comic who 
enlists an overzealous fan in 
his deranged scheme to kidnap 
a talk-show host, brilliantly 
played by Jerry Lewis. 
When: Friday, Feb. 3 at 7 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 5 at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Train to Busan —  Korea’s 
biggest box offi ce hit of 
2016 fi nds Seo-woo (Gong 
Yoo) riding the rails with his 
daughter (Kim Soo-an). But 
when the undead join the 
commute, they must fi ght to 
make it to the end of the line.
When: Friday, Feb. 3 at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Taxi Driver — Scorsese’s dark, 
dyspeptic view of New York, 
made all the more menacing 
by a brassy Bernard Herrmann 
score, can now be seen as a 
love letter to the Big Apple in 
its seedy 1970s glory.
When: Sunday, Feb. 5 at 
6 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through one 
of Queens’ most historic and 
vibrant neighborhoods with 
the Long Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children under 
12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Get Your Zen On! — Certifi ed 
master yoga instructor Mike 

Mancini will lead this one-
hour yoga experience. This 
adaptable approach is suitable 
for beginners to experienced 
adult students. Atendees are 
asked to bring their own mat, 
towel and water bottle. Limited 
to eight participants.
When: Saturday, Feb. 4 at 9:15 
a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Pauline Bentin and the Red 
Gate — Pauline Benton’s 
Red Gate Theater was the 
fi rst professional company 
to present Chinese shadow 
theater to American audiences. 
Curated by Stephen Kaplin 
and Chinese Theatre Works, 
the exhibition features a 
selection from the hundreds of 
rare Chinese shadow fi gures 
that Benton collected on her 
frequent trips to China in the 
1930’s, her touring shadow 
stage, as well as materials from 
the Red Gate archives.
When: Opens Friday, Feb. 3 
at 5 p.m.; Runs Saturdays 
and Sundays from 12 - 5 p.m. 
through Feb. 26
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free for members 
and students ($5 suggested 
donation)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Lunar New Year Parade — 
Celebrate 2017, the Year of 
the Rooster, by marching 
in the famous Lunar New 
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By Ed Canty

Con Artists
Across
1. Cookbook abbr.
5. Word in many 
business names
8. Smell
13. Surf sound
14. High point
15. Katmandu's land
16. Outstanding
17. Take off
18. "Ta-da!"
19. Weight lifters' 
gettogether?
22. Parking place
23. Pasture
24. Mystical
27. Decline
29. Zest
33. Santa in 
California
34. Ricochet
36. Feathery wrap
37. Pioneer carriers
40. Olympic chant
41. Macho guys
42. Al and Tipper
43. Depend
45. Tarnish
46. Like some pines
47. Sixth sense
49. Flower fanciers
50. Book part
58. Ticket category
59. Diving bird
60. Mark's 
replacement
61. Sticking point?
62. Creative

63. Like a sad sack
64. Old card game 
for three
65. "You betcha!"
66. Kind of club

Down
1. Links hazard
2. Crude dude
3. Sound
4. Kind of cooker
5. Hotfoot it
6. Neighbor of 
Saudi Arabia
7. Kid's ball material
8. Cavern, in poetry
9. Fix, as leftovers
10. Many a 
tournament
11. Cleopatra's love 
___ Antony

12. Sheltered from 
the wind
14. Ring around the 
collar?
20. "Cannn ball" 
sound?
21. Macaroni shape
24. Come to pass
25. Kind of call
26. Lock site
27. Raring to go
28. Stuff in a 
muffin
30. End early
31. Gutsy aerialist's 
request
32. Like a windbag
34. Deep sleep
35. Attractive 
refrigerator feature?
38. Beat

39. Zero, in sports 
slang
44. "Old ___," 
Disney film
46. Country singer 
Rogers
48. Davenport's kin
49. Fires
50. Mexican 
sandwich
51. One who  
raised Cain
52. Commuter's 
home, for short
53. Whip
54. Apple 
throwaway
55. Partner of void
56. In alignment
57. A portion
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16 17 18
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Year Parade. The parade is 
organized by the 2017 Lunar 
New Year Festival Committee, 
a coalition of community 
groups led by the Flushing 
Chinese Business Association 
(FCBA) and the Korean 
American Association of 
Queens (KAAQ).
When: Saturday, Feb. 4 at 
10 a.m.
Where: Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-2320

Rooster Shadow Puppet 
Workshop — Associated 
with the sun and with the 
element of fi re in 2017, the 

rooster’s bright feathers and 
resonant crowning announce 
the arrival of a dynamic new 
period. Participants of all 
ages will use stiff paper stock 
and a variety of materials 
to create their own roosters 
inspired by Chinese shadow 
puppet techniques.
When: Sunday, Feb. 5 at 1 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10; $8 for members 
and children
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Valentine Victorian 
Tea — The Floral Park 
Woman’s Club will hold 

their annual Valentine 
Victorian Tea event, we 
hear guests will enjoy a 
delightful assortment of tea, 
sandwiches, tea breads and 
scrumptious desserts.
When: Feb. 18 at 11:30 a.m., 
12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Where: St. Elizabeth’s Church, 
6 Harvard St., Floral Park
Cost: $25 donation
Contact: (516) 775-8496

MUSIC

Venezuelan Jam — The 
fi rst Friday of every month, 
the Venezuelan Jam will 

Cabaret — Cabaret returns to 
New York City in an intimate, 
immersive production which 
will bring audiences inside 
the musical like never before. 
Girls, boys, and booze; 
there will be something for 
everyone. But careful, you 
never know who might start 
leading the band, or where 
the club (and country) might 
go. Minimum age is 13.
When:  Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m.; Feb. 5 at 
7:30 p.m.; Feb. 8 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Feb. 9 at 7:30 p.m.; Feb. 10 at 
7:30 p.m.; Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Feb. 12 at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.; Feb. 15 at 7:30 p.m.; Feb. 
16 at 7:30 p.m.; Feb. 17 at 7:30 
p.m.; Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m.; Feb. 
19 at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.;
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City

Cost: $20
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker, all she can think 
about is her latest scheme to 
become a ballerina. Her Mom 
and Dad, King Loadsadough 
and Queen Patience, want 
her to focus on her Princess 
duties. Luckily, her four 
maids and the Chancellor 
and Lady in Waiting are 
on hand to help make her 
dream come true! 
When: Feb. 11 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack

Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 
with an endearing crew 
of misfi ts, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Feb. 25 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Continued on Page 41
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit towards the fi nal payment of your
event when you book within the next 30 days!

Come meet our amazing vendors, have a private tour of our historic
mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine the chef and his

culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

In the age of hyperbole, make theater heard

It’s official.  The age of hype, 
exaggeration, spin and scam is 
here. Everything is now the 
best, the biggest and the most 
tremendous.  We local theater 
people struggle to put on our 
shows and get an audience, but 
we’re often overwhelmed by 
overstatement and overkill.

We’re now in the midst of 
award season, kicked off by 
the Golden Globes, voted on by 
about 90 members of the Hol-
lywood Foreign Press Associa-
tion.  It might make a good TV 
show if you can get through 
the commercials, but how val-
id the choices are is another 
question.  

The women look good in 
their gowns, winners are 
grateful, and money is to be 
made at the box offices.  But 
does it really make any sense?

The Academy Awards may 
have more merit and certainly 
generate more publicity.  But is 
one actor really better than an-

other?  More likely it’s the role 
and the writing, the directing 
and the editing, and all the 
other facets of movie-making.  
Perhaps a politically correct 
statement needs to be made, 
or recognition is due to some 
overlooked person or group.

Okay, so I’ve been kind of 
grumpy — something to do 
with the outcome of a day last 
November.  Alternate facts 
rule, and the truth is hard 
to come by.  The narrator in 
“The Glass Menagerie” says 
he is the opposite of a stage 
magician: “He gives you illu-
sion that has the appearance 
of truth; I give you truth in 
the gentle disguise of illu-
sion.”

While I’m at it, what’s with 
all the standing ovations?  You 
can’t go to the theater these 
days without the audience ris-
ing to its feet at the curtain 
call.  Is everything all that 
good?  Or maybe it’s simply 
justifying what you paid for 
your ticket.

This being my first column 
in 2017 — I’ve been at this for 
just about 10 years — let me 
offer my wishes and hopes for 
our growing theater commu-
nity.  First, take some chances 
with contemporary plays.  

Don’t keep doing the same old 
stuff.  Challenge your audi-
ence.  I see that the Douglas-
ton Community Theatre, our 
longevity champ, is on the 
right track with its upcoming 
production of “Other Desert 
Cities”, by Jon Robin Baitz, a 
recent Broadway hit.

Then look to do some di-
verse casting.  Queens is 
known for its multi-ethnic 
population. Let’s see some of 
those people on stage.  And 
let’s get organized — an um-
brella organization to coordi-
nate scheduling, publicity and 
sharing of resources would be 
a blessing.

Finally, get after our politi-
cal and community leaders to 
find us some real theater ven-
ues.  The churches and syna-
gogues give us a home, but 
they don’t have the facilities 
that a state-of-the-art theater 
could offer.

Appreciation to Gregg Sul-
livan, an advocate for Bayside, 
who has secured an empty 
storefront on Bell Boulevard 
and turned it into a perfor-
mance space.  That’s a step in 
the right direction.

Reach Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

be dedicated to the dialogue 
among Jazz players and the 
acoustic memories of Venezuelan 
immigrants. Local musicians are 
encouraged to play and create music 
in a collective and harmonious way. 
When: Friday, Feb. 3 at 9:30 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 Gleane St., 
Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 12 and 
under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Guy Davis - American Blues 
Ambassador — Explore the 
roots of the blues with Guy Davis. 
Davis leads families through an 
American music exploration of 
Delta blues, Piedmont blues, jazz, 
folk and much more.
When: Saturday, Feb. 4 at 2:15 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $13; $10 for members; $8 
members; $6 member children
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Tres de Oros — Tres de Oros is a 
classic Latin American trio playing 
boleros and waltzes, old and 
new. Inspired by the golden era 
of romantic trios, which brought 
the genre to incredible artistic 
and expressive heights, Tres de 
Oros combines the talent of three 

established, New York based Latin 
music artists and composers. More 
than a tribute band, Tres de Oros 
offers a fresh take on the classics as 
well as new original material.
When: Tuesday, Feb. 7 at 9 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 Gleane St., 
Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 12 and 
under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Forest Hills Symphony Orchestra 
— The Forest Hills Symphony 
orchestra presents its second 
concert of the 53rd season of three 
concerts. The concert program 
consists of Brahms Academic 
Overture Op. 80, Beethoven 
Symphony No. 5 Op. 67, Handel/
Hardy Water Music Suite, and 
Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty Waltz.
When: Sunday, Feb. 12 at 2 p.m.
Where: Forest Hills Jewish Center, 
106-06 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills
Cost: $5 for adults, $3 for senior 
citizens and tudents
Contact: (718) 374-1627
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

APEC Adventure Times - Heart-
Shaped Animals — Have fun with 
shapes and make an animal craft 
out of hearts. Toddlers and parents/
caregivers can enjoy some special 
time together as they socialize 

Continued on Page 42
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“The exhibition is 
connecting people with 
something they’ve al-
ready known and heard 
to something that’s 
greater,” he said. “That 
was important — to plant 
the seed that things in 

the Rubin already exist 
in the outside world.” 

The Rubin’s “The 
World Is Sound” exhi-
bition, Lee added, will 
expand the museum’s 
scope beyond the focus 
of objects.

In addition to the 
lab, the museum is also 
hosting an “OM-In” on 
Feb. 24–25, which will 

feature a series of events 
— including adult color-
ing, sound mediation, 
lectures, performances, 
and yoga.

The OM Lab will be at 
the Rubin Museum of Art 
(150 W. 17th St., btw. Sixth 
& Seventh Aves.) from 
Feb. 3 through May 8. For 
more info, visit www.ru-
binmuseum.org.

with other youngsters and 
learn about nature. Each class 
focuses on a different science 
theme and includes live animal 
guests, art projects, trail walks, 
stories and more. Limited to 
eight participants 18-36 months 
old (with parent participation). 
When: Saturday, Feb. 4 at 10 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 

Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $18 per child
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Tween/Teen Yoga — Certifi ed 
yoga instructor Grace Magee 
will lead your tween or teen out 
of their busy schedules into a 
place of serenity and strength. 
Students of all levels will 
enjoy this class, which mixes 
traditional poses with parter 

work, breath/body awareness 
and stength builders. 
Participants are asked to bring 
a towel and water. Mats will 
be provided. Limited to eight 
participants ages 8-14.
When: Saturday, Feb. 4 at 10:30 
a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

sauce with fish cakes, 
cabbage and egg. We 
were grateful to have an 
opportunity to try some-
thing new, but for us, a 
little went a long way. 
This dish would be ideal 
for vegetarians (or pes-
catarians, anyway) crav-
ing something spicy. 

The last component of 
our set meal was donkat-
su, a breaded pork cut-
let that seemed almost 
western. It came slath-
ered in a slightly sweet 
gravy-like, vegetable-
laden sauce. A couple of 
miscellaneous panchan 
were included, some 
white rice, and a portion 
of ice berg lettuce topped 
with dressing and a mys-
tery powder that turned 
out to be coconut. All 
in all, a most satisfying 
combination.

Our extras also start-

ing arriving. The LA 
Galbi box, one of those 
black and red lacquered 
partitioned things, 
sported thin slices of 
marinated, grilled short 
ribs consorting with 
rice, salad, and a couple 
more panchan. 

The final entry in 
this procession of deli-
ciousness was the Ko-
rean chicken wings. Out 
of a choice of soy/garlic, 
sweet, BBQ, buffalo or 
spicy, we chose the soy/
garlic. These pups were 
lacquered to perfection 
with exterior crunch, 
interior juiciness, and 
enticing flavor.

The Bottom Line
Doma deserves to 

be placed firmly in the 
“Rare Find” category. 
The food is fresh, expertly 
prepared, and delicious. 
The prices are almost 
unimaginably modest. 
The surroundings are 
clean and inviting. To us, 
places like this are what 

make living in Queens 
such a pleasure.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com

Continued from Page 37 
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MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 • rwnewyork.com 

 
 FREE PLAY!FREE PLAY!

 
GET YOUR FREE 
 MEMBERSHIP & 
UP TO

 PL AY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.

IF YOU GO

Doma
43-43 41st St.

Sunnyside, NY 11104
718 707-0615

Price Range: Individual 
menu items: $6.00—11.00; 
Set menu: $18.00—26.00

Appetizers: $5–14, Mains: 
$15–30 (whole fi sh MP)
Cuisine: Homestyle 

Korean
Setting: Tiny, inviting.

Service: Attentive, 
helpful, fl uent in English
Hours: Mon.—Sat. 11:30 

a.m.—10;30 p.m., Sun. 11:30 
a.m.—10:00 p.m.

Reservations: No
Alcohol: Beer, 

makgeoli and soju
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: They’ll love 
the fried chicken

Music: No
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap 
accessible: Yes

Wi-fi : No

Doma's ramyun (ramen) features a challengingly spicy 
broth. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued from Page 41 
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Cocktail Hour
Butler Style Passed Hors D’Ooeuvres

and
Tuscan Antipasto Table

-

4 Course Dinner
Salad: Valentino

Pasta: House Made 3 Cheese Ravioli

Entrée: Roasted Chateau Briand & Seared Shrimp Scampi

Dessert: Cupid’s Arrow

Buon Appetito!!!
Chef Franco Raicovich

$65.00 Per Person Includes Tax .  That’s Amore!

The Mansion at

@Douglaston_Manor, @Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

Come Join Us at The Douglaston Manor
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der.
“On Friday, the president 

issued a morally reprehen-
sible and unconstitutional 
executive order that seeks to 
ban certain refugees and im-
migrants from entering our 
country,” Weprin said. “This 
order is a slap in the face to all 
Americans, a nation built on 
the backs of immigrants and 
refugees fleeing persecution 
and violence, and must be op-
posed by every person of char-
acter on both sides of the aisle. 
An attack on one of us is an at-
tack on all of us and a ban on 
any faith is a ban on all faiths. 
As such, I look forward to see-

ing congressional action to 
overturn this executive order 
and will continue to fight for 
the premise of religious free-
dom and equality in our great 
state of New York.”

Non-Muslims are even tak-
ing cautionary steps. 

Jagir Singh Bains of the 
Sikh Cultural Society in Rich-
mond Hill worries that the 
intensifying political climate 
and the recent travel ban could 
have implications for the Sikh 
community because the most 
common physical depiction of 
a Muslim terrorist resembles 
members of his own religion.

At his Gurudwara Sunday, 
he told fellow worshipers to 
act with caution since Sikhs 
are often confused with Mus-
lims, who also wear a turban 

and beard. Bains saw cases of 
mistaken identity unfold fol-
lowing 9/11 when members of 
his own community were at-
tacked on the streets and con-
venience stores.

A Feb. 5 meeting will be 
called to address these con-
cerns and advise the Sikh 
community on how to conduct 
themselves with details of the 
meeting pending.

According to Bajwa, the 
best action for Muslims fac-
ing uncertainty with travel 
should contact a good lawyer, 
the ACLU or Amhadiyya’s le-
gal association.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

propriate. Again, please ac-
cept my sincerest apology.”

President Trump has had 
a rocky relationship with 
the Catholic church. In Feb-
ruary 2016 the then candi-
date called the pontiff “dis-
graceful” after he suggested 
to reporters that Trump was 
not a Christian. 

On the day of Trump’s 
inauguration, Pope Francis 
sent the president a mes-
sage. 

“At a time when our 
human family is beset by 
grave humanitarian crises 
demanding far-sighted and 
united political responses,” 
he said, “I pray that your 
decisions will be guided by 
the rich spiritual and ethi-
cal values that have shaped 

the history of the American 
people.”

 St. John’s, a private Cath-
olic university based in Ja-
maica, released a statement 
opposing Trump’s executive 
order that banned Muslims 
from seven countries from 
traveling to the United 
States. 

“As a Catholic and Vin-
centian University with a 
147-year history, St. John’s 
has—and will always be—a 
place that welcomes immi-
grants and the children of 
immigrants,” the statement 
said. “At St. John’s Univer-
sity, we support all members 
of the university communi-
ty, regardless of their coun-
try of origin or their chosen 
faith. We are committed to 
continuing this tradition.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

the order, allowing permanent 
residents with green cards to 
enter. 

“The president has mistak-
en fear mongering and scape-
goating of Mexicans and Mus-
lims as foreign policy — that 
is wrong,” Van Bramer said. 
“Maybe that’s being generous 
because it’s no mistake, after 
all, is it? He is stoking fear and 
bigotry on purpose. It’s reck-
less, it’s dangerous and it’s 
wrong. We reject this hatred 
in all of its forms. We are bet-
ter than this, New York City is 
better than this, this country 
is better than this. Together 
we gather again to say clearly 
to the world and to our neigh-
bors that we reject hatred, we 
stand against bigotry and we 
embrace diversity in all of its 
forms.”

The crowd was fired up and 
chanted “Loud and clear refu-
gees are welcome here!”

On Sunday night Trump 
released a statement denying 
the ban targeted Muslims and 
defending the order. 

“To be clear, this is not a 
Muslim ban, as the media is 
falsely reporting,” he said. 
“This is not about religion - this 
is about terror and keeping our 
country safe. We will again be 
issuing visas to all countries 
once we are sure we have re-
viewed and implemented the 
most secure policies over the 
next 90 days.”

 Van Bramer said the order 
flew in the face of Queens’ kale-
idscope of colors.

“This is Queens, this is 

Astoria, this is New York City, 
we love our diversity,” Van 
Bramer continued. “We are all 
in one way or another immi-
grants. We are all the children, 
the sons the daughters of im-
migrants,” 

Astoria resident, Emma De-
weesa, attended the rally after 
hearing racist chants from the 
white supremacists the night 
before. 

“I live in Astoria and it’s ab-
solutely surprising,” she said. 
“Queens is the most diverse 
place on earth, filled with im-
migrants who make Queens 
what it is today. It’s amazing 
seeing New York and around 
the country come together, 
I hope these rallies bring to 
light that people are angry and 
that we will not normalize a 
Trump presidency because it’s 
not normal.””

Also at the demonstration 
was Public Advocate Letitia 
James, who urged the younger 
generation to resist Trump. 

“We have to take a page from 
history,” she said. “Remember 
it was the young people who 
stood up for women’s rights, 
it was the young people who 
participated in the civil rights 
movement, it was the young 
people who took to the streets 
and demanded that Mandela be 
freed. It was the young people 
who stood in the way of tanks 
in Tiananmen Square. It was 
the young people who elected 
Barack Obama. It’s the young 
people that have to resist this 
attempt from an illegitimate 
president.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Chaffetz (R-Utah) and rank-
ing member Elijah Cum-
mings (D-Maryland), calling 
on the committee to investi-
gate how the executive order 
was constructed.

“Critical resources and 
personnel power have been 
needed to cope with the 
sweeping impact of this 
executive order, directing 
them away from responsi-
bilities that actually en-
hance our national security 
and protect our borders and 
airports,” she wrote. “This 
sweeping order is causing 
panic for my city and mil-
lions of families across the 
country and around the 
world, while costing us criti-
cal resources and jeopardiz-
ing our national security.” 

She advised the commit-
tee investigate what guid-
ance — if any — was given to 
federal agencies, details of 
the legal analysis the Trump 
administration used to jus-
tify the order, and whether 
White House staff had over-
ruled agency lawyers.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), who refused to at-
tend Trump’s inauguration, 
has introduced a bill called 
“The No Funds for Uncon-
stitutional Executive Orders 
Act” that would prohibit 
any funds made available by 
Congress from being used 
to enforce Trump’s refugee 
ban.

“The decision by a fed-
eral judge to temporarily 
block this unconstitutional 
and un-American executive 
order was a great victory,” 
Meng said in a statement. 
“But we must make sure that 

it is overturned for good, 
and this legislation would 
make that happen. I urge 
all my colleagues to support 
this bill.”

On the state level, state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) has introduced leg-
islation to prohibit the New 
York Port Authority, which 
operates the three airports 
around New York City, from 
using any resources in sup-
port of Trump’s executive 
order.

“There’s no obligation for 
New York state or its agen-
cies to participate in the 
operation of this outrageous 
executive order,” he said. 
“We want to refuse to lend 
any personnel or resources 
or facilities to this entire 
process.”

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) said 
Monday he would be a co-
sponsor for Gianaris’ bill.

“We must remember that 
an injury to one is an injury 
to all. Among the refugee 
detainees was an Iraqi inter-
preter who put his life on the 
line working with the U.S. 
Armed Forces,” Sanders said 
in a statement. “This ban is 
self-defeating because in the 
future no one will want to 
work with us out of fear that 
they won’t be protected, and 
American troops will die.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
launched a confidential hot 
line for family members or 
friends to report if someone 
they know has been detained 
due to the ban and intro-
duced the Transportation 
Worker Act in response to 
a recent attack on a Muslim 
employee at JFK airport. 

“As New Yorkers who live 
in the shadow of the Statue 
of Liberty,” he said, “we wel-
come new immigrants as 

a source of energy and cel-
ebrate them as a source of 
revitalization for our state. 
We will ensure New York re-
mains a beacon of hope and 
opportunity and will work 
to protect the rights of those 
seeking refuge in our state.”

Opposition to the presi-
dent’s anti-immigrant agen-
da isn’t limited to the anti-
Muslim travel restrictions. 
State Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) is push-
ing back against Trump’s 
proposed wall on the Mexi-
can border, proposing a bill 
that would prevent the state 
from signing contracts or in-
vesting in companies hired 
to work on the wall. Trump 
made the building of the wall 
the center of his presidential 
campaign, and signed an 
executive order in his first 
week of office to start con-
struction. 

Turner said the effects of 
the order would be tempo-
rary, and that ultimately it 
would not change America’s 
character as a nation of im-
migrants.

“He has issued a tem-
porary ban on aliens from 
high-risk countries until a 
better screening procedure 
is in place. It is not a ban 
on immigrants and it’s not 
an eviction notice,” Turner 
said. “We are a nation of im-
migrants and immigrants 
are an important part of our 
continued economic growth 
and development. Immigra-
tion occupies a noble place 
in our history; that’s what 
makes us great.”

Reach Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573, and Gina Marti-
nez by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 
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Arts and the National 
Endowment for Humani-
ties is a terrible idea that 
will do significant harm 
and absolutely no good,” 
Maloney said. “The NEA 
and the NEH represent 
.006 percent of our na-
tion’s annual federal 
budget. Yet, these two 
agencies have enabled 
millions of people in 
communities all over the 
country to access, expe-
rience, and participate in 
the arts and humanities, 
while also generating 
very positive economic 
activity.”

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) expounded 
on the economic impact 
of the arts in a letter sent 
to President Trump last 
week.

“Every year, arts and 
culture drives $135.2  
billion of economic ac-
tivity, supports 4.13 mil-
lion full-time jobs and 
generates $86.68 billion 
in resident household 
income,” Van Bramer 
wrote. “Local, state, and 
federal governments col-

lectively invest $4 billion 
into arts and culture 
each year, and receive 
$22.3 billion in revenue. 
As a businessman, you 
should know that this is 
an exceptional return on 
investment.”

Van Bramer, the City 
Council’s majority lead-
er and chairman of the 
Committee on Cultural 
Affairs and Libraries, 
threw in a history lesson 
as well.

“During the Second 
World War, Winston 
Churchill’s finance min-
ister suggested cutting 
arts spending to fund the 
war effort,” Van Bramer 
wrote. “Churchill fa-
mously responded: Then 
what are we fighting 
for?”

Van Bramer summa-
rized,  “Without art, and 
without culture, how 
much of a world leader 
can America truly be?”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

and 7 identifying families of the de-
tained and challenging the Presi-
dent’s Executive Order through 
lawsuits and restraining orders for 
individuals who had all the neces-
sary documentation to enter the 
United States,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said after visiting 
with the lawyers Sunday. “I was in 
close contact throughout the past 
three days with congressional col-
leagues to assist the lawyers and 
families in anyway possible.”

A semblance of normalcy had 
returned to Terminal 4 by Monday 
morning. The only signs of the pro-
testers were some anti-Trump graf-
fiti and stickers on the sidewalk 
saying “We Are all Muslim,” while 
the group of volunteer attorneys 
continued their advocacy work in-
side.

“Forty-one have been released, 
two were deported and there is 
one who still may be in custody, 
but we’re not sure because there 
is no communication with the gov-
ernment,” said Camille Mackler, 
New York Immigration Coalition 
director of Legal Initiatives. “Our 
numbers are based on our lawyers 
at each of the terminals and their 
dealings with the families of the 
detainees. We’re still looking at 
flights from the Middle East and 
Europe to see if there are anymore. 

We’ll be here for the forseeable fu-
ture.”

Mackler, an attorney from 
Brooklyn, became the coordinator 
of dozens of lawyers who flocked 
to the terminal over the weekend 
to volunteer their services to the 
detained from a makeshift com-
pound outside the Central Diner 
filled with laptop computers, fax 
machines and plenty of used cof-
fee cups. Queens native Roman 
Zelichenko, who did not want to 
disclose his neighborhood for “fear 
of being stalked,” joined the others 
in the lawyer’s war room Sunday 
after following a law school col-
league’s posts on social media.

“The volunteers keep coming in 
even after all the initially detained 
had been processed,” Zelichenko 
said. “We’ve created an infrastruc-
ture here so if something happens 
again on short notice we’ll know 
what to do.”

By Tuesday, Mackler and her 
team of pro bono attorneys from 
different firms and non-profits had 
helped 71 individuals from 20 dif-
ferent countries, including Turkey, 
Sri Lanka, Pakistan. France, Alge-
ria, China and Malaysia.

“This ban clearly affects more 
than just the seven targeted coun-
tries,” Mackler said. “And the 
turmoil inflicted by this sudden 
disruption is spilling over into 
the broader United States, as fam-
ily members desperately seek to 
reunite with their loved ones. Stu-
dents and professionals continue 
to be blocked from their homes, 
schools and workplaces. We have 
been here since the ban was im-
posed, advocating for those caught 
in the dragnet. We are especially 
concerned with individuals being 
prevented from boarding flights at 
points of departure.”

Continued from Page 1 

Terminal 4
Continued from Page 16 

Rights

Attorneys continue their pro bono work on behalf of detainees at Terminal 4 at 
JFK International Airport. Photo by Bill Parry

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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tional 2.25 percent of their 
base salary and the average 
officer will receive $12,235 
in retroactive pay accord-
ing to negotiators.

Officers with  1 1/2 years 
of service will now make 
$42,500 and $85,292 after 5 
1/2 years of service. The city 
and the PBA have agreed to 
jointly support state legisla-
tion which would provide 
75 percent of salary in the 
event of disability and the 
PBA agreed to drop all liti-
gation against the city.

“With this contract set-
tled, the country’s finest 
police department can keep 
doing the great work the 
NYPD has long been known 

for,” Police Commissioner 
James P. O’Neill said. “De-
voting all of our energy to 
fight crime, keeping the 
city safe, and continuing to 
build trust with the commu-
nity.”

Because the tentative 
$336.7 million deal would 
be retroactive to 2012, the 
contract will expire in 
July, meaning the city and 
the PBA will be back at the 
negotiating table. No new 
talks have been scheduled, 
officials said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

need to invest in speed cam-
eras, and ensure they are 
installed in every school 
zone in the city,” DenDekker 
said. “This cannot, howev-
er, be our only step. I have 
introduced a bill requiring 
that school crossing guards 
be placed on each corner of 
streets adjacent to public 
and private schools serv-
ing K-8 in New York City, 
because nothing helps keep 
students safe more that an 
adult helping them cross 
the street. I have also intro-
duced legislation that would 
prohibit a traffic-control 
signal from displaying a 
green light for traffic while 
pedestrians are walking in 

any direction. This greatly 
reduces the risk of pedestri-
ans being struck by turning 
cars, because cars would be 
unable to move while pedes-
trians are crossing.”

Meanwhile, Make 
Queens Safer, the Jackson 
Heights-based safe streets 
advocates, crunched NYPD 
traffic data and found that 
traffic fatalities in Queens 
declined for a third straight 
year with a drop of 32 per-
cent, from 93 fatalities is 
2013 to 63 fatalities in 2016. 
Pedestrian and cyclist fa-
talities also declined for 
the third consecutive year, 
down 35 percent from 54 fa-
talities in 2013 to 35 fatali-
ties in 2016.

Make Queens Safer’s 
study, called “Tracking 
Progress: Vision Zero Year 
Three,” also found that in 

2016, there were 2,607 pedes-
trians injured in Queens by 
motor vehicles, a decline of 
7 percent from 2013, but an 
increase of 7 percent from 
2015. Make Queens Safer 
called for enhanced en-
forcement of speeding, red 
light running, and not giv-
ing right of way to pedestri-
ans. Overall, enforcement 
across all four categories in 
Queens is up 3 percent since 
2013 but enforcement city-
wide is up 19 percent.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

not happened, however, and 
according to Tania Mattos 
of Queens Neighborhoods 
United, it never had the com-
munity backing it needed to 
succeed.

“It is official that the Jack-
son Heights-Corona BID has 
gained no support and city 
agencies have just walked 
away from the project and 
it is off the table for now,” 
Mattos said. “Julissa was 
the BID’s champion, but she 
moved on to other things like 
her free tampons in schools 
campaign and now her focus 
is on being the next Council 

speaker. And then we were 
in Frederick Wiseman’s film 
on Jackson Heights and that 
was a pretty big blow to their 
efforts.”

The 85-year-old grand 
master of American docu-
mentary filmmaking fea-
tured members of Queens 
Neighborhood United in sev-
eral scenes of his award win-
ning “In Jackson Heights” 
that premiered in October to 
a standing room only crowd 
at PS 69. It ran for several 
weeks at the Museum of the 
Moving Image in January 
and was recently screened 
on PBS. Wiseman, who said 
he sympathized with the an-
ti-gentrification movement 
in western Queens, never in-
terviewed anyone from the 

82nd Street Partnership for 
his film and portrayed the 
expansion into Corona as an 
end to mom-and-pop stores 
and vendors along Roosevelt 
Avenue.

Earlier this week, Mat-
tos sent a statement through 
e-mail to a group of nearly 
a hundred small business 
owners and vendors. 

“We applaud the decision 
to abandon the plan to ex-
pand the JH-Corona BID,” 
she wrote. “Most of all, we 
are proud of and commend 
all community members, es-
pecially the small business 
owners, vendors and work-
ers for coming together to 
defend our community and 
what we built. Roosevelt Av-
enue is not for sale!”

Frank Rafalian, the own-
er of Franky’s Fashions lo-
cated at 94-17 Roosevelt Ave., 
was ecstatic when he read 
the e-mail from Mattos.

“It feels really good to 
know they’re not going to 
go through with the expan-
sion,” he said. “It would 
have increased our expenses 
when we already have very 
high real estate taxes to pay 
and when you drive out the 
mom-and-pops, you’re losing 
the neighborhood’s Latin au-
thenticity and people come 
from all over the tri-state 
area for that, believe me. 
They won’t come here for the 
big chain stores.  We have 
enough of those in this city. 
Jackson Heights and Corona 
will now keep its ethnic f la-

vor.”
Leslie Ramos, the ex-

ecutive director of the 82nd 
Street Partnership, declined 
to comment as did Ferreras-
Copeland’s office. Officials 
at the Small Business Ser-
vices, which administers 
BIDs citywide, could not be 
reached for comment.

“Honestly, we truly be-
lieved that this community 
didn’t want the expansion 
to go through,” Mattos said. 
“So we kept on pushing stra-
tegically.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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PBA

Opponents of the 82nd Street Partnership’s expansion into Corona say the project is off the table for now. 
 Courtesy of 82nd Street Partnership
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s kind of like his own 
personal experiment every 
night. 

Moses Brown does his 
fair share of calculating 
and data gathering every 
time he steps onto the court, 
documenting shot release 
and when he has to jump 
and how quickly he can get 
his hand in the air. 

So far, the Molloy ju-
nior’s experiment has been 
successful – he’s not just 
one of the most dominant 
basketball players in New 
York City, he’s the most 
dominant shot-blocker in 
all five boroughs. 

“It’s all about timing,” 
Brown said. “I’m just try-
ing to play harder and 
that kind of comes with 
it.”

Brown got his timing 
down perfectly Jan. 25, 
racking up a whopping 
11 blocks as the Stanners 
rolled to an 86-75 victory 
over St. Raymond’s. He 
also chipped in 21 points 
and 15 rebounds. 

As far as Brown is con-
cerned, blocking shots is 
somewhere in between an 
exact science and a fine 
art and every opposing 
player he faces presents 
a very particular set of 

challenges. At the game, 
Ravens guard Isaiah 
Washington was no dif-
ferent. Brown, however, 
took it all in stride, work-
ing through his experi-
ement and keeping one 
variable constant – his 
effort.  

“It’s just not necessarily 
jumping when he jumps,” 
Brown said. “Since I’m tall-
er that’s sometimes what I 
do, but with guys like Isa-
iah, his layup package is so 
unique you’ve got to figure 
out where the ball is going 
to go as soon as he releases 
it. He does have long arms, 
too, which you’ve got to fac-
tor in.”

The key for Brown 
this season, and what has 
helped turn him into a 
triple-double machine, is 
his focus. He’s more deter-
mined than ever to be good, 
putting in more work than 
he has done throughout his 
entire career at Molloy. 

It’s a different mind-
set that has helped attract 
nearly ever Division I col-
lege coach in the country 
and helped make Stan-
ners’ coach Mike McCleary 
breathe a bit easier at every 
tip off. He knows, if nothing 
else, Brown is going to play 
as hard as he can. 

Archbishop Molloy junior center Moses Brown regularly fights 
through multiple defenders to grab a rebound and the put-back shot.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

Kofi Cockburn stepped 
back from the line, closed his 
eyes and listened to the voice 
just a few feet away from him. 
And Tyson Walker told him 
one very simple thing: “Re-
lax.” 

Cockburn did just that, 
draining the most important 
free throw of his young career 
to lift Christ the King to a 67-66 
victory over St. Raymond’s in 
the SNY Invitational champi-
onship at City College Jan. 28. 

Cockburn, who was named 
the game’s MVP after a 
20-point, 15-rebound perfor-
mance, was quick to credit his 
teammate’s words for helping 
him sink the game-winner 
with just seconds on the clock. 

“Tyson came to me and 
encouraged me a little bit, 
told me to do my routine 
and everything,” Cockburn 
said. “I followed through 
and just [went] up to the line 
confi dent. I knew that I got 
my team and my team got 
me.”

Cockburn’s free throw 
capped off a nail-biting 
victory for the Royals, as 
Christ the King and St. Ray-
mond’s went toe-to-toe from 
the opening tipoff. 

The Ravens thought they 
had seized some control 
midway through the third 
quarter, jumping out to a 
10-point lead with 4:41 left in 
the period. 

But that just meant it was 
time for the Royals to step 
up their game.

Christ the King respond-
ed with its own offensive 
outburst, wrapping up the 
quarter on a 13-2 run to take 
a one-point lead into the 
fourth. 

“We’ve been down by 
10 plenty of times in other 
games,” said senior guard 
Jose Alvarado, who fi nished 
with a game-high 21 points. 
“So we just stood strong.”

The two teams struggled 

to grab control down the 
stretch – exchanging buck-
ets in the fi nal few minutes 
of play. 

Alvarado gave the Royals 
a two-point lead with 36.9 
seconds on the clock – going 
1-of-2 from the line – but St. 
Raymond’s tied the game on 
the next possession as Dari-
us Lee grabbed the offensive 
rebound and sank the put-
back bucket. 

Christ the King never lost 
its focus, however, continu-
ing to play with the physi-
cality and Cockburn drew 
a foul with 19.8 seconds left, 
setting up the game-winner.

“I was really upset,” Roy-
als’ coach Joe Arbitello said 
of the game-tying shot. “But 
our guys, that’s just a tes-
tament to their toughness. 
They stayed and rebounded 
the ball and Kofi  got fouled 
and knocks it down.”

St. Raymond’s had a fi-
nal look at the basket, but 
Walker’s tight defense in 
the backcourt made it dif-

ficult for the Ravens to 
move the ball and the final 
attempt sailed over the rim 
as the final buzzer sound-
ed. 

“We played hard and we 
played defense,” said Al-
varado, who bounced back 
in the final after a foul-
plagued performance in 
the opener. “We just stuck 
in and we, finally, played 
as a team.”

It’s a big-time victory 
for the Royals, who came 
up short at SNY last sea-
son, falling to Cardozo in 
the championship game. 
And most importantly, it’s 
a big-time confidence boost 
for Cockburn, who proved 
one very important thing 
– big guys can hit free 
throws, too. 

“I think that’s the most 
competitive game we’ve 
had all season,” he said. 
“Every team comes to win 
and every team is coming 
hard. So we have to match 
their intensity.”

St. Ray’s Isaiah Washington (l) and Christ the King’s Jose Alvarado 
squared off in the SNY Invitational final  at City College. 

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 47

Molloy junior excels 
as shot-blocking star

CTK wins invitational
Cockburn’s game-winning free throws clinch SNY title
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/03/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29481

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#26411

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN VERSA
BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#22150

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 8k mi.

$8,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
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TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS
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Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/03/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

$11,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#18692

$10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$25,000
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

1 mile, Stk#31343

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

24k miles, Stk#24152

'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS
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BY LAURA AMATO

Haron Hargrave was 
standing in the checkout line 
at Macy’s when a woman ap-
proached him and actually 
questioned his knowledge of 
basketball. 

The former Campus Mag-
net star was a bit taken aback 
by the question, but he didn’t 
brush the woman off – and 
now he couldn’t be happier 
with how it all played out. 

Hargarve introduced him-
self to Yvette Morgan, the 
director of GEAR UP at St. 
John’s University, and the 
two started talking about 
their respective charity en-
deavors. Fast forward to Sep-
tember 2016 and the pair met 
on campus, working together 
to plan the third annual Ball-
in4Peace Celebrity Charity 
basketball game. This year’s 
event will be held at St. John’s 
March 4 and it’s the biggest 
game Hargrave has helped 
planned. 

He couldn’t be more excit-
ed or more thankful for that 
moment in Macy’s. 

“It’s been a blessing be-
cause every year, it’s get-
ting bigger and bigger and 
bigger,” Hargrave said. 

“[Morgan] was very in-

terested in doing the game 
at St. John’s and bring-
ing us on board there,” he 
added. “That’s a big thing 
for me, just meeting some-
body without even think-
ing about it. You can’t make 
this stuff up.” 

Hargrave has spent the 

last few months since that 
fi rst meeting with Morgan 
planning the event and 
the support he’s received 
is nothing short of over-
whelming. 

He started Ballin4Peace 
three years ago with a sim-
ple idea – trying to better 

the community around him 
through the sport he loves 
so much. And, since that 
initial idea, the initiative 
has grown and expanded, 
hosting multiple events 
throughout the year and 
bringing in a handful of ce-
lebrities. 

Hargrave, however, is al-
ways thankful for a chance 
to get back on the court. Af-
ter all, the hardwood and 
the hoop have always been 
a home away from home for 
him. 

“It’s always great to give 
yourself another reason to 
play basketball,” Hargrave 
said. “We’re all just play-
ing for a good cause, but to 
have people come and sup-
port, fi nancially and volun-
teer-wise, it’s always better 
that way. It means a little 
bit more that somebody is 
buying into what you’re do-
ing.”

Hargrave has seen his 
basketball event grow ev-
ery single year – last year’s 
game was held at York Col-
lege – and he’s more than 
ready to see what he can do 
on an even bigger stage in 
2017. 

He has already got a 
handful of celebritiess com-

mitted to play – including 
“Scandal” actor Columbus 
Short, Love & Hip Hop’s DJ 
Drewski and Sky, and sev-
eral area entertainers – and 
there are even more names 
set to attend, all anxious to 
participate in some way. 

“We have a lot of people 
who want to be a part of 
the game,” Hargrave said. 
“They’re really coming in 
rapidly.”

Hargrave has always 
wanted to make a differ-
ence – he’s been given an 
opportunity to do that and 
he knows moments like 
that one in the checkout 
line can’t be wasted. He’s 
seizing every chance, mak-
ing every move, determined 
to leave the world a better 
place than he found it. 

And, most importantly, 
he’s drumming up his fair 
share of support as well. 

Hargrave still believes 
there’s a bit of good in 
the world and he’s simply 
thankful to have a hand in 
it. 

“That’s the most incred-
ible part, now people want 
to partner up with me,” he 
said. “They see what I’m do-
ing as well and they want to 
be part of it. That’s major.”

Former hoops star hosts annual charity event

BY JON PEREZ

It’s time to Boogie in Hemp-
stead.

Lauren ‘Boogie’ Brozo-
ski, a former McDonald’s All-
American nominee at Long 
Island Lutheran High School 
and Cambria Heights native, 
has transferred from Michigan 
to Hofstra, the university an-
nounced Jan. 23. 

Brozoski will sit out the re-
mainder of this season, but will 
be eligible to play in her junior 
season after the completion of 
the 2017 fall semester.

The former LuHi averaged 
5.6 points per game in just 14.1 
minutes per contest in nine 
games with the Wolverines this 
past fall, but said that playing 
time wasn’t the reason for her 
departure from Ann Arbor.

“I just wasn’t happy there,” 
Brozoski said. “There were 
things being said that were be-
ing done within the program 
that I didn’t agree with and I 
wasn’t satisfied with, so I spoke 
about it with my parents, got 

advice from other people and I 
came to the conclusion that I’d 
transfer out of Michigan.”

Brozoski decided to transfer 
from Michigan towards the end 
of November and was granted 
her release Dec. 13.

The sophomore has been on 
Hofstra coach Krista Kilburn-
Stevesky’s radar since she was 
in the eighth grade after hear-
ing stories about her game 
from LuHi coach Rich Slater. 
Brozoski dazzled at a showcase 
in Washington, D.C. and Kil-
burn-Stevesky began to lay the 
groundwork. The Pride coach 
attended high school and AAU 
games with regularity, building 
a relationship with Brozoski’s 
parents and even conducted a 
home visit.

Brozoski chose Michi-
gan over James Madison and 
Hofstra out of high school.

“I had a really good point 
guard named Candace Belloc-
chio from Staten Island,” Kil-
burn-Stevesky said. “I thought 
Boogie was Candace and more, 
so obviously we spent a lot of 

time and energy with her family 
and we left on very good terms. 
I’ve been doing this too long. 
Kids have a decision of where 
they’re going to go and we were 
happy for her and for us and her 
family.”

When things went sour in 
Michigan, Slater helped bridge 
the gap between Brozoski and 

Kilburn-Stevesky after his for-
mer player’s release was grant-
ed. Kilburn-Stevesky’s relation-
ship with Brozoski was still 
strong and, this time, recruiting 
wasn’t quite as difficult.

“We were very close, I had 
a good relationship with her,” 
Brozoski said. “With Hofstra 
being so close to home, I always 

kept it in my head that I could 
play in my home state and rep-
resent Long Island. That’s what 
it came down to when deciding 
on what school to transfer to, 
I knew she would open up her 
door and be willing to give me 
a shot.”

In addition to being a Mc-
Donald’s All-American nomi-
nee, Brozoski was a three-time 
Long Island Player of the Year 
and two-time New York State 
Player of the year. She says she’s 
embracing the challenge of be-
ing a role model to local players 
throughout the boroughs and 
Long Island to show that the 
grass isn’t always greener on 
the other side.

“I’m coming in and looking 
to do things that have never 
been done before, especially be-
ing from New York,” Brozoski 
said. “There’s always that chip 
on your shoulder, this is my 
town, this is my state. I’ve got to 
represent. I’m definitely looking 
to come in, get better and help 
the players around me get bet-
ter to be successful.”

‘Boogie’ Brozoski transfers home to Hofstra

Lauren ‘Boogie’ Brozoski (r), a former McDonald’s All-American nominee 
at Long Island Lutheran High School and Cambria Heights native, has 
transferred from Michigan to Hofstra, the university announced. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Former Campus Magnet hoops star Haron Hargrave is set to host 
the third annual Ballin’ 4 Peace charity basketball event at St. John’s 
University March 4. 
 Trini Spice Photography



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 3–9, 2017 51  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BY LAURA AMATO

Another opportunity, an-
other missed chance. 

The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team rallied late, but 
couldn’t quite complete the 
comeback attempt, falling 82-
77 to No. 24 Xavier at Madison 
Square Garden Jan. 29.

The Red Storm erased a 
15-point deficit and made it a 
two-point game with just min-
utes left on the clock, but late-
game fouls and missed free 
throws hurt the squad down 
the stretch. 

“We were searching 
all night for some type of 
rhythm,” St. John’s coach 
Chris Mullin said. “We start-
ed getting downhill a little 
bit, getting to the paint and 
were in the bonus. When you 
shoot 5-for-23 and give up 17 
offensive rebounds, that’s 
probably the difference in the 
game.”

Xavier (15-6, 5-3) struggled 
in the late-goings of the sec-
ond half, particularly after 
Musketeers star Edmond 
Sumner hobbled to the locker 
room with a knee injury, but 
the squad found its footing 
with just enough time to snuff 
out the St. John’s rally. 

The Red Storm, once again, 

took some time to warm up 
– slow to loose balls and re-
bounds in the first half – and 
St. John’s frontcourt was no 
match for Xavier’s big men in 
the post. By the final whistle, 
the Musketeers out-scored St. 
John’s 34-26 inside and out-re-
bounded the Red Storm 45-26. 

“We really need to get bet-

ter,” freshman guard Shamo-
rie Ponds said of the team’s 
effort on the boards. “We’ve 
been getting out-rebounded 
lately and collectively as a 
group, from one to five, we 
need to do a better job.”

Xavier jumped out to a 
59-44 lead with just under 
10 minutes on the clock, but 

Sumner’s injury left a big-
time hole in the Musketeer’s 
game plan and St. John’s (10-
13, 4-6) seized the opportuni-
ty, clawing back into the Big 
East matchup. 

The Red Storm made it 
a 68-66 game with 4:16 left, 
notching a 10-0 run in just 
over a minute of game time, 

as Ponds and backcourt 
mate Marcus LoVett hit their 
stride. 

“Coach Mullin told us 
that he saw open spots,” said 
Ponds, who led the Storm 
with 23 points. “He wanted 
us to be aggressive and attack 
their close-outs. We wanted to 
take advantage of that.”

St. John’s could not get 
that final push, however, and 
the Musketeers rattled off 
eight off the game’s next 10 
points. 

There were plenty of bright 
spots throughout the game – 
the Red Storm forced 19 turn-
overs and gave up just five 
shots from behind the arc – 
but St. John’s, fresh off a Jan. 
25 win at Providence, isn’t too 
keen on moral victories. 

The Red Storm missed sev-
en free throws in the second 
half and hauled in just six 
offensive rebounds, battling 
through foul trouble across 
the lineup. 

The comeback was impres-
sive, but the squad would have 
been happier with a victory. 

“We aren’t as aggressive as 
we should be,” LoVett said. “If 
we were more aggressive we 
would have started off pretty 
well. I believe in my team. 
That was a winnable game.”

St. John’s falls short against No. 24 Xavier

Red Storm freshman Shamorie Ponds finished with a team-high 23 points, but it wasn’t quite enough to spark 
the squad as St. John’s fell to No. 24 Xavier.  St. John’s Athletics

BY LAURA AMATO

It all began in a slightly 
unexpected place – on a 
wrestling mat. 

Or, rather, just off the 
wrestling mat. 

Kania Pollock was the 
only girl on her wrestling 
team when she first started 
the sport. She was also just 
11 years old and more of-
ten than not found herself 
without an opponent for her 
matches. 

It left her with some time 
on her hands. So, Pollock 
started filming her team-
mates’ matches and one 
day, her coach’s girlfriend 
suggested something differ-
ent – taking pictures of the 
matches. 

Fast forward to present 
day and The Mary Louis 
Academy basketball star is a 
photography force, never far 
from her camera, even when 
she’s on the court. 

“My coach’s girlfriend 
was a photographer, she 

went to school for it,” Pol-
lock said. “And she taught 
me how to use the camera. 
Ever since then I fell in 
love with photography.”

Since those first few 
days on the side of a wres-
tling mat, Pollock has 
focused most of her atten-
tion on becoming the best 
photographer she can be. 
She bought the equipment, 
she made the contacts, she 
brings her camera with 
her to every single game 
she plays on the off chance 
that she’ll see something 
and need to snap a frame. 

It’s become as impor-
tant as basketball has and, 
for Pollock, serves as bet-
ter expression of who she 
is. 

“It’s art. I just love art,” 
Pollock said. “It’s a differ-
ent perspective on things. 
It’s like, I see you here, but 
the camera sees you an-
other way.”

Pollock’s first photog-
raphy love was sports and 

action – she spends most of 
her offseason on sidelines 
and even during the season 
always manages to find a 
few moments in between 
games to take photos. 

She took pictures dur-
ing this year’s Rose Clas-
sic and, just a few moments 
after she put the camera 

down, suited up for her 
own game. 

Sports photography of-
fers Pollock an opportuni-
ty she doesn’t have on the 
court – a chance to pause 
a moment and keep it visu-
ally forever. It’s something 
she’s learned to cherish 
over the last few years. 

“Sports is totally dif-
ferent, you’ve got different 
shutters and you can see 
different things,” Pollock 
said. “You can get someone 
in the air dunking or some-
thing you can’t get on video. 
A picture captures it and it’s 
a different world when you 
think about it.”

Pollock loves sports – bas-
ketball, in particular – but 
she’s not turning down any 
opportunity when it comes to 
photography. In fact, in the 
last few years she’s staged 
photo shoots for friend’s 
clothing lines, album covers 
and even Sweet 16 parties. 
It’s a venture that’s helped 
her create The Wave Pho-
tography and Pollock’s Ins-
tagram feed is chock-full of 
her photos. 

Photography has become 
as much a part of Pollock’s 
life as basketball and while 
the Hilltoppers standout has 
team-based goals this sea-
son, she’s also keeping one 

Hilltoppers star fi nds passion in photography 

The Mary Louis Academy basketball star Kania Pollock has another 
passion in her life aside from hoops – photography.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 51
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

eye trained on her pho-
tography goals as well. 

“I’m working on trying 
to get a studio because I 
have the light stands and 
stuff and I know people 
that do it, so they can help 
me get into it,” she said. “I 
think I’m going to start it 
after the season because I 
don’t want to worry about 
it now.”

Pollock wants to play 

basketball at the next level, 
but she’s not in any rush 
to put her camera down. 
She stumbled into photog-
raphy, but it’s a passion 
that’s changed her life and 
one, she hopes, defines it as 
well. 

“I want to go to col-
lege for basketball and 
also do photography and 
business,” Pollock said. 
“When I get out of college 
and I don’t want to play 
basketball anymore or I 
stop playing basketball, 
I’ve still got something to 
fall back on.”

“He always had great 
hands and good feet, but 
he’s gotten stronger so now 
he’s balanced on the f loor,” 
McCleary said. “That’s the 
major difference and now 
he’s not getting pushed 
over.”

Brown did his best 
during the offseason to 
bulk up a bit and while he 
doesn’t exactly look like 
his 235 pounds, the 7-footer 
is stronger than he’s ever 
been and it’s given him a 
solid foundation to expand 
his game upon.

He’s blocking more 
shots than ever on defense 
and, on other end of the 
court, he’s found a brand-
new weapon – the offensive 
rebound. 

“To be honest with 
you, he gets the major-
ity of his shots off second-
chance opportunities,” 
McCleary said. “He goes 
after the backboard. It’s 
all him. It’s him moti-
vated to want to do well, 
motivated to want to score 
and he does pretty good.”
More than half of Brown’s 

points against St. Ray-
mond’s came off second-
chance looks, positioning 
himself on the block to 
haul in the rebound off 
the rim or the backboard 
and go back up immedi-
ately. It’s a physicality he’s 
learned to embrace. 

“They don’t let me catch 
the ball in the post,” Brown 
said. “If I do catch the ball 
in the post, they double 
and triple team me imme-
diately. I’ve got to pass it 
out or get the ball off the 

offensive rebound.”
Brown is anxious to 

see where his experiment 
takes him this season and, 
if he’s being honest, for the 
rest of his career. He’s got 
goals and, right now, he’s 
willing to, literally, block 
out any challenge. 

“I just work as hard as I 
can because I want to be a 
pro,” Brown said. “I mean 
I’m 7-feet tall, the game’s 
going to come to me if I 
play hard.”

Continued from Page 52 

Moses Brown
Continued from Page 52 

Photography

Moses Brown racked up another triple-double as Molloy took down St. 
Raymond’s, but the junior isn’t satisfied with his game quite yet. 
 Community News Group / Laura Amato Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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