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BY BILL PARRY

The leader of the Queens Demo-
cratic machine is taking umbrage 
with one lawmaker’s defection to 
the renegade Independent Demo-

cratic Conference. State Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) an-
nounced he was joining the IDC 
Jan. 25, bringing its membership 
to eight in the state Senate where 
the group is allied with Republi-

cans to form a majority coalition.
“Senator Peralta’s constituents 

elected him to support our Demo-
cratic principles in Albany and 
his decision to undermine our 
party and empower the Republi-

can caucus betrays that trust,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), the chairman of the 
Queens Democratic Party, said 
Tuesday. “As Democrats we’re 
deeply disappointed because the 
people of western Queens deserve 
better.”

The blowback from Peral-
ta’s constituents in District 13, 
which is made up of dominantly 
Democratic neighborhoods such 
as Jackson Heights, Corona, 
Elmhurst, East Elmhurst and 
parts of Astoria, where he won 
re-election with nearly 87 percent 
of the vote in November, has been 
fierce. Social media was ablaze 
for days after the announcement 
with Peralta trying to explain his 
decision to many who posted on 
his Facebook page.

The phones in his office rang 
non-stop so Peralta scheduled a 
town hall meeting at the Jackson 
Heights Jewish Center last Friday 
night but issued no official notice 
from his office.

A standing room crowd of 
more than 200 turned out by word 
of mouth and the meeting turned 
combative at times with support-
ers on one side of the room and 
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In a cargo warehouse at JFK Airport, branch chief of Customs and Border Protection Robert Redes is in charge of 
the crew that inspects 20 plane loads of flowers each day that pour in from overseas at this romantic time of the 
year.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

Korean community leaders 
and elected officials stood in 
solidarity against immigration 
policies imposed by the Trump 
administration last week at a 
news conference in Flushing 
led by the MinKwon Center for 
Community Action .

Many claimed that the new 
policies are making a bad immi-
gration situation worse and said 
they would introduce legislation 
to keep the federal government 
from meddling in the affairs of 
newcomers in New York.

Proposals such as building a 
wall along the Mexican border 
and defunding sanctuary cities 
were topics of discussion at the 
Feb. 2 event, but the most pro-
found injustice to the speakers’ 
vantage point was the executive 
order banning the entry of peo-
ple from seven Muslim majority 
countries for 90 days and refu-
gees for 120 days.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) spoke as well as state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Speakers at a Rosedale forum Saturday hoped 
to spark the imaginations of students and parents 
in potential future careers in the fields of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathemat-

Sanders touts sciences 
in Rosedale workshop

BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Council on 
the Arts announced an open 
call to all borough-based art-
ists to apply for a new resi-
dency program in partner-
ship with two Long Island 
City hotels. The newly estab-

lished QCA Art Hotel Resi-
dency will provide space for 
two artists to work in spaces 
inside the Z NYC Hotel and 
the Paper Factory Hotel for 
three months.

“We’re always trying to 
figure out new ways to sup-
port our artists in Queens,” 

QCA Grants and Resources 
Director Lynn Lobell said. 
“The big word on the street 
is that artists are being dis-
placed by development, es-
pecially in Long Island City, 
and the Z Hotel and the Pa-
per Factory jumped on board 

The Paper Factory Hotel in Long Island 
City will provide an artist space for three 
months as part of a new program from 
the Queens Council on the Arts. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Flushing pols 
oppose Trump’s 

immigration ban

Crowley blasts Peralta move to IDC
Queens Dem chairman says state senator betrayed his constituents by supporting GOP
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LIC hotels offer space for artists

VALENTINE’S IS HIS BUSY SEASON
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Sunnyside Yard feasibility survey fi nally released

BY BILL PARRY

The long-awaited feasi-
bility study of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s proposal to create a 
new neighborhood above the 
Sunnyside Yards was met 
with skepticism from elected 
officials in western Queens 
when it was released Mon-
day. State Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long Is-
land City) posted the report 
on her Facebook page and 
urged residents to study the 
206-page analysis that was 
nearly a year and a half in 
the making.

“I invite our community 
to read it and form their own 
opinions, which I hope they 
will share with me,” Nolan 
said. “I continue to oppose 
this level of large-scale devel-
opment in western Queens.”

The massive project 
would deck-over large por-
tions of the 180-acre active 
railway yard and build as 
many as 24,000 residential 
units, with 30 percent of them 
affordable costing between 
$16 billion and $19 billion, 
according to the study com-
missioned by the New York 

City Economic  Development 
Corporation.

“This is a potentially a 
big project with enormous 
ramifications. I invite Mayor 
de Blasio to come out to west-
ern Queens and hold a town 
hall with my constituents,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “He can use this as an 
opportunity to explain what 
the administration hopes to 
accomplish, and solicit nec-
essary community feedback 
from the residents of west-
ern Queens. I would gladly 
join him at such an event 
and share what I know will 
be many of my constituents’ 
concerns. Let me be clear: 
This plan will be voted up 
or down at the City Council, 
and I won’t support anything 
that isn’t right for our com-
munity.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) added his 
concerns after reading the 
feasibility study.

“Any future development 
must ensure adequate in-
frastructure to handle our 
growing population, includ-
ing additional schools, parks 

A 70-acre “Core Yard” is 
identified for potential first 
phases of development in 
a feasibility study of a new 
neighborhood in the Sun-
nyside rail yard. and open 
spaces, and vastly improved 
mass transit, particularly on 
the 7 line,” he said.  The city 
is planning to begin conduct-
ing community outreach 
this spring. The feasibility 
study is only the first stage 
in a multi-step, multi-year, 
planning process that will 
be needed to realize a project 
of this scale and complexity, 

according to the NYCEDC.
The report identifies a 

“Core Yard,” which could 
provide up to 70 acres of de-
velopable land for the initial 
phases of development at a 
total project cost of $10 bil-
lion  for decking, buildings 
and other infrastructure, 
according to the NYCEDC. 
The study presents three test 
cases for development, the 
first mainly residential with 
up to 24,000 units.

The second test case is a 
combination of residential, 
commercial and retail space, 

while a third test scenario 
would not have the commer-
cial space, opting instead for 
cultural and retail space that 
would draw visitors to the 
new neighborhood.

“Sunnyside Yard repre-
sents one of our greatest op-
portunities to invest in the 
affordable housing, good 
jobs, open space and pub-
lic transit western Queens 
needs,” Deputy Mayor for 
Housing and Economic De-
velopment Alicia Glen said. 
“Working with independent 
engineers, Amtrak and mul-

tiple agencies, we have taken 
a hard look at what it will 
take to build over the Yard. 
It’s challenging, but it’s both 
physically and financially 
feasible. We look forward to 
bringing these results back 
to the community, elected of-
ficials, and other stakehold-
ers as we explore this incred-
ible opportunity to connect 
neighborhoods and build a 
stronger city.”

Construction would be in 
phases with the first begin-
ning near Queens Boulevard 
and leveraging the area’s 
proximity to transit. Devel-
opment would progress east 
towards Steinway Street and 
Northern Boulevard. Zones 
near Sunnyside Gardens 
would be developed last, ac-
cording to the study. The 
highest densities and tallest 
structures would be located 
in the central portion of Sun-
nyside Yard, stepping down 
levels of density and height 
in the southeast to be more 
in scale with the low heights 
of homes in the Sunnyside 
Gardens Historic District.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The scourge of three-
quarter houses used for New 
Yorkers recovering from 
substance abuse or return-
ing to society from jail must 
be addressed, City Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-
Arverne) said this week. 

He was one of several 
council members sponsor-
ing legislation to regulate 
the locations passed by the 
City Council Feb. 1.

“Preying on our most 
vulnerable New Yorkers for 
a check is not the way to do 
business,” Richards said.

Three-quarter houses 
are one- or two-family 
homes, or larger apartment 
buildings that rent beds to 
single adults, purporting 
to offer rehabilitation pro-
grams to the residents, but 
they do not provide in-house 
services and are not official-
ly regulated by any govern-
ment agency.

The buildings are often 
in dismal condition, accord-
ing to Richards, who said the 
largest contingent of homes 
were located in central 
Brooklyn. Tanya Kessler, 
an attorney with MFY Legal 
Services who has worked 
on three-quarter housing 
issues for the organization, 
said there were also such 
houses in Jamaica and Far 
Rockaway.

“It is very hard to as-
certain exactly how many 
there are. We continue to 
get many calls from people 
in three-quarter housing, 
and it continues to thrive,” 
she said, saying landlords 
taking advantage of ten-
ants “are looking for people 
who are vulnerable and in 
a difficult position and in a 
desperate need for housing. 
They recruit from substance 
abuse programs and in pris-
ons and jails.”

MFY Legal Services 
helped to form the Three-

Quarter House Tenant Or-
ganizing Project to advocate 
for the rights of three-quar-
ter tenants and also contrib-
ute to the first in-depth pol-
icy paper on three-quarter 
housing, issued by the John 
Jay College of Criminal Jus-
tice in 2013.

The analysis found 
three-quarter houses are al-
most entirely funded by pub-
lic dollars, fixing their rents 
to tenants’ benefit amounts, 
such as the $215 per month 
offered by the city’s Human 
Resource Administration’s 
monthly “shelter allowance” 
for individuals. 

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman recently 
indicted the heads of two 
Medicaid-enrolled drug 
treatment programs in 
Brooklyn and several land-
lords of three-quarter hous-
es. Schneiderman accused 
the landlords of forcing resi-
dents in their three-quarter 
homes to attend treatment 

at the programs regard-
less of whether or not they 
required substance abuse 
treatment. The programs 
would pocket the Medicaid 
funding and kicked back 
more than $900,000 to the 
landlords. Kessler said such 
a story was not uncommon 
among three-quarter hous-
ing residents.

“What these prosecu-
tions have alleged is the 
programs are paying a kick-
back to the landlord,” she 
said. “Up until now, there’s 
been very little a tenant 
could do to resist that kind 
of arrangement than wait 
for prosecutors to build a 
case and take action.”

Kessler said some of the 
legislation would curtail 
landlords from profiting 
from such a scheme.

Richards was the prima-
ry sponsor for Intro. 1166, 
which will enable a task 
force previously established 
by the city to monitor three-

quarter housing to issue 
public reports and “estab-
lish oversight over the city’s 
efforts to curb use of these 
illegal dwellings.” Richards 
said one way to find three-
quarter housing is to exam-
ine Department of Building 
violations, as three-quarter 
houses often suffer from dis-
repair. He said if the DOB is-
sued an order to stop checks 
from the city to that location, 
it could indicate public fund-
ing was going straight to the 
landlord. This could suggest 
the possibility a three-quar-
ter house was run out of that 
location

“Our bill really starts to 
get at the core of the issue, 
and that’s knowing where 
these houses are,” Richards 
said. “It’s a major step in the 
right direction.”

Kessler said the afford-
ability crunch overtaking 
rental units throughout 
New York City, coupled with 
the lack of decent housing 

options available for people 
coming out of substance 
abuse treatment, made 
three-quarter housing one 
of their only options, and the 
2013 report found that many 
three-quarter housing resi-
dents preferred such houses 
to the street or a shelter. 

“The city set up a task 
force and has stepped up 
enforcement and made 
housing vouchers available 
to folks whose buildings 
are vacated, but we’d like 
to see action by the state to 
address the housing needs 
of people who are coming 
out of state substance abuse 
programs,” she said. “Most 
substance abuse programs 
are licensed by the state, 
and people are coming out of 
state correctional facilities. 
There needs to be a com-
mitment to fund housing for 
people who are doing their 
best to rebuild their lives 
but are in very unsafe and 
unstable situations.”

City Council legislation hopes to stem three-quarter houses

A 70-acre “Core Yard” is identified for potential first phases of development in a feasibility study of a 
new neighborhood in the Sunnyside rail yard.                       Courtesy NYCEDC
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Long Island Rail Road yard irritates Bayside residents
Staging area for track repairs hurting health, quality of life, residents tell CB 11

BY MARK HALLUM

A Long Island Rail Road 
work yard tucked within a 
residential area of Bayside 
has vexed residents since 
it moved from Great Neck 
several years ago. A diesel 
engine used for track work 
left idling for hours on end 
disrupts sleeping patterns, 
shakes the foundations of 
homes and the fumes from 
chemically treated railroad 
ties left stacked and stage in 
this area irritate eyes and 
throats.

James Lollo lives adja-
cent to the yard on 218th 
Street. He along with other 
residents attended Monday’s 
Community Board 11 meet-
ing to voice their frustration 
about the ongoing problem.

“The LIRR executives 
who knowingly and will-
fully operate this site show 
no concern for the deplorable 
conditions they have created 
and who have shown a com-

plete disregard for the men, 
women and children that live 
here,” said Lollo, whose com-
plaints extend beyond the 
noise and air pollution to the 
workers themselves. “The 
217th Street block where 
they enter is especially haz-
ardous where drivers are 
operating at an unsafe speed 
well above the New York 
City limit. These reckless ac-
tions could prove fatal at any 
time. Materials and debris 
have been brought in and 
left stored in the yard and in 
many ways it now resembles 
a junkyard, where workers 
are urinating and defecating 
in open spaces.”

Ginny O’Leary who also 
co-exists  with the rail yard, 
said she does not expect to 
get back what used to be in 
the that spot — a ball field 
— but would be happy to see 
the railroad move to another 
location.

Karen DiGiacomo, also 
of 217th Street was skeptical 

about what the community 
board could do to improve 
the situation and said the 
only option may be to pres-
sure elected officials into 
fighting for change.

Lollo and his neighbors 

have reached out to elected 
officials and petitioned to 
have the site relocated to an 
area of Willets Point which is 
already an industrial zone, 
according to David Fischer, a 
spokesman for state Assem-

blyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside). Braunstein set 
up a meeting with the LIRR 
administration about mov-
ing the site on Nov, 22.

“They agreed to look into 
moving the diesel engine, 
and other residents were 
suggesting an area like the 
Willets Point station and 
they said they’d look into it,” 
said Fischer, who was told 
around Jan. 29 that the LIRR 
would be making efforts to 
reduce the noise as well as 
moving staff away from the 
location. But Fischer could 
not promise that the men 
and the commotion would 
not return.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) issued a letter to 
Patrick Nowakowski, presi-
dent of the Long Island Rail 
Road,  Wednesday request-
ing that it consider moving 
the site.

“Residents request that 
this work yard be closed and 
work be moved west to the 

Willets Point yard, which is 
located in a more industrial-
ized zone rather than being 
located in Bayside, which is 
more residential,” the letter 
from Avella’s office stated.

LIRR spokesman Aaron 
Donovan said the rail yard 
has served as a staging area 
for ongoing overnight work.

“We want to be good 
neighbors. Ongoing over-
night track work to resurface 
the tracks of the Port Wash-
ington Branch to ensure 
their safety has led to an in-
crease in overnight activity 
in the yard,” he said. “We’re 
about halfway through the 
project. We’ve asked our em-
ployees to be sensitive about 
the idling of equipment and 
trucks, and minimize it to 
the extent they can.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A Long Island Rail Road yard in Bayside serves as a staging point 
for repair work, but residents say the location is affecting their 
health. Photo courtesy of James Lollo
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Sunday, February 26, 2017, 3pm
TICKETS: $42, $39, $35

222-05 56TH AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11364

718-631-6311
WWW.VISITQPAC.ORG

 :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC

Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center

La Traviata
Teatro Lirico D’Europa

La Traviata
Teatro Lirico D’Europa

222 05 56TH AVENUE BAYSIDE NY 11364222 05 56TH AAVENUE BAAYSSIDE NY 11364 b h f

SEASON SPONSORS: Astoria Bank, LaGuardia Plaza Hotel, Queens County Savings Bank, SuperShuttle;  
Assemblymembers: Braunstein & Weprin; Councilmembers: Crowley, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Grodenchik, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, Miller, Ulrich, Vallone

Astoria rally leans on immigrant values
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Community leaders and 

elected officials led about 
200 people in an Astoria 
rally against President 
Donald Trump’s executive 
order banning travel from 
seven Muslim-majority 
countries last Feb. 3.

“We’re standing today 
with our Muslim com-
munity. We’re here to say 
that this disgusting order 
that has divided families, 
that’s pushed people out of 
our country is wrong and 
hateful and it is not what 
our country was founded 
on,” Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) said. “And it’s not just 
about this order, it’s about 
the entire tenor of the this 
presidency.”

The T intersection at 
25th Avenue and Stein-
way Street was partially 
blocked off for protesters 
by NYPD barricades with 
about 20 officers keeping 
watch over the proceed-

ings led by Constantinides 
and featured speakers such 
as U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria), Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James, state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria), Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing), 
Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
and Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Jackson 
Heights). Representatives 
from the Muslim Ameri-
can Society of Queens, 
Ansob Center for Refugees 
and the New York chapter 
of the Council on Ameri-
can Islamic Relations also 
delivered remarks.

“We either tear up this 
ban, or we tear down the 
Statue of Liberty and what 
it stands for,” Maloney said. 
“We hold these ideals so 
close to our hearts and we 
will overturn this ban, and 
we will go forward with the 
American Dream.”

Early in the rally, an 
opponent of the demon-
stration launched insults 

at the speakers from the 
back of the crowd, calling 
the officials and attendees 
“scumbags” and “snow-
flakes,” which the speak-

ers ignored.
“Those that oppose us 

think that we’re going to 
suffer from fatigue, and I 
want them know that we 

are going to be out here ev-
eryday because I am of the 
opinion that this president 
is illegitimate and that 
what we should do is resist, 
resist, resist,” James said.

Simotas immigrated 
to the United States with 
her family as a child and 
praised the number of chil-
dren in the crowd holding 
signs.

“The children! That’s 
what we’re fighting for, to 
make sure America stays 
America for us and for our 
children,” Simotas said. 
“My family came here in 
the late ‘70s. I can tell you 
that the reason they were 
able to get by was because 
they got help from their 
neighbors... The reason 
why we are all so connect-
ed in Astoria is because 
this community was built 
by immigrants and will be 
one that continues to wel-
come immigrants.”

Kim, the first Korean-
American elected to the 
Assembly, came from 

Flushing to speak about 
the xenophobic sentiments 
he had to deal with growing 
up as an immigrant who 
came to the United States 
when he was 7 years old.

“I know how it feels, my 
wife knows how it feels, to 
be treated like a foreigner 
in our own country,” Kim 
said.  He cited the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, passed in 
1882, which imposed a 10-
year moratorium on the 
immigration of Chiense 
laborers and marked the 
first U.S. law to ban immi-
grants.

  Saying the act still is 
felt in America today in the 
way Asian-Americans are 
treated socially, Kim said: 
“It is more important than 
ever to be united and stick 
up for our Muslim brothers 
and sisters or the next gen-
eration will suffer.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Elected officials and community groups led a rally in Astoria 
against the executive order banning travel to the U.S. from seven 
Muslim-majority countries. Photo by Mark Hallum



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
12

, 2
01

7
6

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

BILL EGBERT 
Q Guide Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

LAURA AMATO
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Lebert McBean
Peter Wojcicki

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Patrick Donachie, 
Mark Hallum, Bill Parry, Gina 
Martinez
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Naeisha Rose, Robert 
Cole
Copy/Production Editor: 
Zach Gewelb
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Suzanne Parker, 
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis, 
Prem Calvin Prashad, Lenore 
Skenazy, Tom Allon

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

BY MARK HALLUM

The disappearance of 
Skye Azhar, 15, has mysti-
fied even his own mother 
since he was last heard rus-
tling around downstairs in 
his Fresh Meadows home 
around 4 a.m. on Jan. 31. A 
search of her son’s bedroom 
revealed a bundle of school 
work stuffed tightly under 
the bed, and his cell phone, 
hidden deep in a drawer with 
all data wiped from it.

Kitty Azhar found her son 
had made the bed before he 
left, an unusual occurrence, 
and the next morning filed a 
missing person report.

“I feel that, I don’t know, 
I think he was just getting 
bored and not applying him-
self,” Azhar said, describing 
the way her son had been 
failing classes in school and 
often wandering the city on 
the trains. “We had been 
trying to reach out to him 
and trying to include him 
in things to try out. My hus-
band, his father, is a guitar 
player and he’d been trying 
to get him start playing gui-
tar with him. So it felt that we 
were trying to build a bridge 
at this time. It felt a little out 
of the blue, any issues we’ve 
had had been happening re-
cently.”

When Skye began hang-
ing in the wrong circles, Kitty 
put an end to the friendships. 
Her son had complained 
over social media about 
Azhar going through his 
phone. Azhar had been us-
ing a tracking app to keep up 

with him through the phone 
he carried.

“It was just something I 
felt like I wanted to keep an 
eye on,” she said. “I think 
that would be part of the rea-
son why he knew we would 
be using that tracker on the 
phone. When he did have 
[the phone] it, we would see 
where he would be during 
the day.”

Police from the 107th Pre-
cinct were given the aban-
doned phone after Azhar 
reported him missing, but 
she complained that they 
had taken the phone early 
in the day only to get it to the 
right department late that 
evening.

Azhar had little idea of 
where her son travelled to on 
the trains during the day, but 
believes he mainly wandered 
aimless to keep himself busy. 
Other times, he travelled to 
Midtown Manhattan where 
his father worked to visit 
him and ride the train back 
with him. 

According to police, the 
15-year-old is described as 
approximately 5-foot-5, about 
110 pounds and has brown 
eyes and short hair. The only 
items of clothing they could 
specify was his beige Nike 
sneakers.

Azhar was going to a cafe 
on Tuesday near the bus stop 
where her son would have 
likely launched his journey 
from to find surveillance 
footage of what he would 
have been wearing when he 
left. 

BY MARK HALLUM

When it comes to women 
suffering from heart disease, 
the common warning signs 
are different from what men 
are taught to look for.

Northwell Heath hosted 
an event observing “Na-
tional Wear Red Day,” which 
raises awareness of women’s 
risk for heart disease last 
Friday. Charlotte Balsam, 
76, of North Shore Towers, 
survived her ordeal with the 
condition and was the guest 
of honor at the event with 
remarks from Alessandro 
Bellucci, North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital’s executive 
director; Stacey Rosen of the 
Katz Institute for Women’s 
Health; and Sonia Henry, the 
medical director at the Dept. 
of Cardiology at Northshore.

Balsam’s nightmare 
began in 2016 with stom-
ach pains and shortness of 
breath.

“My symptoms were 
vague,” Balsam said. “How-
ever, there is a history of 
heart disease in my family. 
It’s all on the male side, so I 
though that heart disease 
didn’t apply to me.”

Doctors from North 
Shore worked diligently to 
understand her symptoms 
and during surgery found 
an artery that was 90 percent 
blocked.

“The stent saved me from 
an eventual heart attack,” 
she said. “I kept hearing 

how lucky I was that I did 
not have a heart attack, and 
that only made me more anx-
ious. I had two panic attacks 
after that and I did end up in 
the ER. I guess I needed the 
reassurance that everything 
would be OK.”

Balsam went to a support 
group to manage the fallout 
from her ordeal where she 
began learning that every-
one experiences heart dis-
ease differently.

“I met a wonderful group 
of women,” she said. “We 
share stories, we share our 
experiences, and what I 
found was that no two stories 
are the same. Everybody ex-
periences heart disease dif-
ferently.”

Ten months after her 
first surgery, Balsam began 
experiencing stomach pains 

again. Another artery was 
found 100 percent blocked.

Doctors performed an 
angioplasty and she stayed 
the night in the hospital. 
Her symptoms have not re-
turned, Balsam said, and she 
is back to living a healthy, ac-
tive life.

Henry spoke about Bal-
sam’s medical history of ir-
ritable bowl syndrome and 
the family history of heart 
disease and decided that 
she had passed off her heart 
symptoms in the early stages 
as IBS.

“It’s often mistaken for 
other conditions,” Henry 
said. “Some women don’t 
get that classic chest pain 
and pressure that we typi-
cally see on TV. Unfortu-
nately, some of these symp-
toms go ignored.”

Some of the things to 
look for are extreme fatigue, 
back pain, shoulder pain, 
abdominal pain, bloating 
and nausea.

“The key is to trust your 
gut. If you see something 
new going on, it probably 
is something new,” Henry 
said.

According to Rosen, 
stroke has dropped to 
fourth or fifth leading cause 
of death among men, but re-
mains at the third leading 
cause of death for women.

Balsam is a retired 
New York City high school 
teacher and a grandmother 
of six.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Northwell marks National Wear Red Day to make the public aware of women’s symptoms of heart dis-
ease by recognizing North Shore Towers resident Charlotte Balsam’s vigilance about her health. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum

Northell ‘Wears Red’
Floral Park woman raises awareness for women’s heart disease

Fresh Meadows boy, 
15, goes missing
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

718-934-6300
JORDAN’S
 LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$24
TWIN LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$44
COCONUT 

SHRIMP PLATTER

$20
GARLIC 

CRAB PLATTER

$22

Valentine’s Day Specials

3 $39F
O
R 1 1/4 LB. 

EACH

July 19, 2015
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD will expand 
its resources to combat sex 
trafficking, Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill 
announced last week.

The citywide Vice En-
forcement Unit has been 
restructured, including 
the addition of 25 more de-
tectives.  Officers will be 
trained to better identify 
the warning signs of traf-
ficking and a new dedicat-
ed hotline has been created 
that will allow victims and 
those who suspect a friend 
or loved one is being traf-
ficked to call and report a 
crime.

“Assigning additional 
detectives, creating a dedi-
cated tip line, and provid-
ing additional training for 
police officers in patrol 
will help the department 
combat human trafficking 
in and around New York 
City,” O’Neill said. 

The NYPD is also plac-
ing a greater emphasis on 
pimps and johns to devel-
op more long-term cases 
against those who buy and 
sell people for sex. Human 
trafficking occurs when 
one person is exploited for 
the personal or financial 
gain of another.

First lady Chirlane Mc-
Cray joined the commis-
sioner to announce the new 
NYPD trafficking hotline 
at 646-610-7272.

“New Yorkers care for 
their neighbors. We do not 
stand by in silence when 
we see people are hurting,” 
McCray said. “That is why 
we are introducing a new 
hotline today and increas-
ing the number of specially 
trained officers to address 
trafficking. This strategic 
capability along with the 
expanded number of pro-
fessionals will help get re-
sources to young girls and 
other victims while bring-
ing justice to their traffick-
ers.”

Though there is no sin-
gle factor that defines traf-
ficking victims, traffickers 
often target people living in 
poverty or otherwise lack 

adequate support systems. 
Gender-based discrimi-
nation, including gender-
based violence and dispari-
ties in access to education 
and employment, place 
women, girls, and gender 
non-conforming people at 
heightened vulnerability 
to trafficking.

In Queens, sex traffick-
ing has long been a prob-
lem along Roosevelt Ave-
nue in Corona and Jackson 
Heights.

“Victims in my com-
munity, who frequently 
are undocumented women  
and/or transgender indi-
viduals, are being abused 
for someone else’s profit,” 
City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) said. “We 
must protect them from vi-
olent and cruel treatment. 
By adding this hotline and 
deploying specially trained 
officers to combat sex traf-
ficking, we are taking a 
crucial step towards ending 
this shameful practice. I 
applaud the administration 
for focusing the NYPD’s re-
sources into protecting our 
most vulnerable New York-
ers. This investment will 
not only protect lives but 
will keep our communities 

healthier and safer.” 
According to the U.S. 

Department of Homeland 
Security, human traffick-
ing is the fastest growing 
crime in the world, second 
only to drug trafficking. 
The United States remains 
the second highest destina-
tion for trafficked women, 
and New York City is one 
of the top points of entry 
as well as the final destina-
tion for many victims.

Sex trafficking is one 
of the most hidden crimes, 
which makes it difficult to 
know exactly how many 
people are trafficked into 
the country or domestical-
ly being sexually exploit-
ed. State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills), the chairman of the 
Social Services Committee, 
is supporting the NYPD’s 
new crackdown.

“These resources, dedi-
cated to educating, prevent-
ing, and helping victims of 
trafficking and their fami-
lies, will be instrumental 
in combating these atro-
cious crimes,” Hevesi said.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

NYPD cracks down 
on sex trafficking

Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill announces a new NYPD ef-
fort to combat sex trafficking by doubling the amount of Vice Unit 
detectives and a new dedicated hotline.
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Lobster Bisque or Soup of the Day
Maryland Carb Cake with Allumette Potato

Meatball Salad
Artichoke Francese

Roasted Beets, Baby Arugula and Goat Cheese

To Start (Choose one)

Entrees (Choose one)

Dessert (Choose one)

Roasted Stuffed Cornish Hen
Petit Filet Mignon

Lobster Ravioli
Mad Chicken

Stuffed Filet of Sole
Pork Chops

Hear Shaped Raspberry Sorbet
Chocolate Mouse Cake, Strawberry Coulis

Red Velvet Cake
Creme Brulee

Heart Shaped Vanilla Icecream drizzled in dark chocolate

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Valentine’s Pre Fixe Menu

Tuesday February 14th
$34.95 Make a

Reservation
718-672-9696

Free Valet
Parking

Bar Specials if 
you are single 

and want to 
mingle

Chef
Neal Myers

Regular
Menu
will be
Available

Does not
include tax
and gratuity
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Flushing), who announced 
an attempt to make New 
York a sanctuary state.

Kim said the govern-
ment picking and choos-
ing which immigrants it 
accepts is not only sus-
ceptible to xenophobic 
mindsets, but is counter-
intuitive to creating a 
prosperous nation. He 
called for all Asian com-
munities to stand strong 
with the Muslim commu-
nity.

“President Trump ran 
on the platform of creat-
ing jobs. Why doesn’t he 
go do his job and focus on 
economic growth and cre-
ating more jobs instead of 
kicking people out of this 
country who are provid-
ing the work force?” Kim 
said. “So, come Monday, 
we’re doing a large push-
back in the state Assem-
bly to officially announce 
our state as a sanctuary 
state. We’re going to be 
introducing a whole list of 
policies in the Assembly 
that we’re going to pass 
to send a strong message 
to the entire country that 
here in New York state, we 
welcome all immigrants 
from all backgrounds.”

The following Monday, 
the state Assembly passed 
the DREAM Act, allowing 
undocumented students 
to qualify for financial 

aid, and the New York 
State Liberty Act, which 
ensures that legal status 
cannot be used against a 
defendant in immigration 
court.

Stavisky said she 
hopes to pass roadblocks 
in the Senate to protect 
undocumented students 
and make it law for the 
Port Authority to enforce 
what she called “hideous” 
federal immigration poli-
cy. The Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey 
oversees the three New 
York City area airports.

“No. 1, is preventing 
the Port Authority from 
helping the federal gov-
ernment in any way in 
this climate to control 
the immigration issue,” 
Stavisky said. “Secondly, 
one that I’ve been very 
involved with and that in-
volves the public colleges 
and universities in New 
York State. There was a 
floor amendment to pro-
hibit colleges from report-
ing students. Quite frank-
ly, the immigration status 
of students is not the con-
cern of our public colleges 
and universities. Their 
purpose is to educate stu-
dents, not check their im-
migration status. And I’m 
working on legislation to 
enact this into law.”

MinKwon Center In-
terim Executive Director 
James Hong spoke about 
how the immigration 
policy change does not ad-

dress the real issues and 
only tears apart the pieces 
of the system that work.

“These executive or-
ders do not help to fix the 
currently broken immi-
gration system and only 
aggravate the problem 
by adding confusion and 
human tragedy,” Hong 
said. “ Mr. Trump has re-
inforced hatred against 
immigrants under the 
false notion of national 
security, and continues to 
pursue policies that cre-
ate even greater division 
in our country. Along the 
way, his administration is 
literally breaking the law, 
setting very dangerous 
precedents of disregard-
ing the checks and balanc-
es between the judicial, 
legislative and executive 
branches of government.”

He urged immigrants 
to get their citizenship as 
soon as possible and said 
lawyers with MinKwon 
can help free of charge.

Among other organi-
zations represented at the 
news conference were the 
Korean American Associ-
ation Greater New York, 
Korean Community Ser-
vices, Koreans Americans 
for Political Advancement 
and the Korean American 
Lawyers Association of 
Greater New York.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

ics. State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-Far Rockaway), who 
hosted the meeting, said it 
was important for schools to 
prepare students for the bur-
geoning fields of the future.

“The reason we are here 
is that we realize the future 
is now,” Sanders said. “Any-
body who is talking about 
preparing for the future has 
already missed it. We have to 
do everything possible to get 
ourselves into the 21st centu-
ry, and we are late. We have 
to push harder. Our young 
scholars deserve every op-
portunity that there is.”

Dozens of families at-
tended the event, which was 
held at St. Clare Catholic 
Academy in Rosedale Sat-
urday afternoon. The city 
has placed an emphasis on 
STEM education, with some 

proponents adding “arts” to 
the equation.

Computer science edu-
cator Mariann Cantanzaro 
said STEAM education was 
about “trial and error,” of-
fering practical and innova-
tive approaches to problems, 
while presenter Samantha 
Kendrick, a structural en-
gineer, said the STEAM ca-
reer paths often do not have 
high rates of employment 
by women or people of color. 
She stressed that students 
needed to continue to chase 
their passions.

“We cannot let the lack 
of people of color in these 
fields infiltrate how we feel 
about ourselves,” she said. 
“Whether we want to draw 
comic books or become as-
tronauts, it’s so important to 
remember that - yes, we can - 
and continue to live with that 
idea of black excellence.”

Danillo Archbold, the 
CEO and co-founder of Zion 

STEAM Academy, said the 
United States ranked 36th 
in the world in terms of stu-
dents graduating with math 
and science degrees, and he 
said less than 3 percent of 
African-Americans were 
involved in STEM-related 
fields. 

Kendrick, who pointed to 
the story of the film “Hidden 
Figures” about three black 
women mathematicians 
working at NASA as a tale of 
inspiration for budding sci-
entists, paraphrased Henry 
Ford in her call for students 
to remain determined.

“Whether you think you 
can, or you think you can’t,” 
she said, “you’re right.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

with us. They are two very 
different hotels, but they 
both support the arts.”

Two Queens-based art-
ists will be accepted for the 
program and they will each 
receive a $3,000 stipend. The 
artists will not live on-site as 
the space provided from each 
hotel is not an actual room.

“At the Z Hotel the artist 
will have a space in a sec-
tion on the second floor that 
doesn’t have guest rooms,” 
Lobell said. “And over at the 
Paper Factory hotel they’ll 
provide a space right in their 
lobby so the artist there will 
have a lot more interaction 
with the public.”

Artists of any discipline 
may apply and those selected 

must be committed to work 
a minimum of 20 hours a 
week. They will be expected 
to present their work in prog-
ress during the residency, 
either as a public lecture or 
demonstration or exhibition.

“It’s a good way for the 
public to gain an apprecia-
tion for the art makers’ ex-
perience and decision-mak-
ing,” Lobell said. 

Complete guidelines and 
the online grant application 
for the 2017 ArtHotel residen-
cy is available on the QCA 
website at https://qcasubmit-
table.com/submit/77150/
arthotel-residency. The 
deadline for applications is 
March 1 at 5 p.m.

The Z NYC Hotel is a favor-
ite of European visitors just 
steps from the Queensboro 
Bridge at 11-01 43rd Ave. which 
features a Jazz Age theme 
combined with modernist 

industrial chic in a 14-story 
tower with 100-guest rooms. 
The Z is known for its rooftop 
bar with stunning views of 
the Manhattan skyline, the 
East River, and Queens. 

The Paper Factory Hotel 
is a boutique hotel located in 
the Kaufman Arts District 
at 37-06 36th St. The hotel 
opened in 2014 in a renovated 
100-year-old paper factory 
and its 122-guest rooms fea-
ture cement and metal plus 
actual factory machinery to 
add to the industrial feel of 
the place.

“It’s the first time we are 
trying a program like this 
in Queens,” Lobell said. “It’s 
new territory for us, but it’s 
exciting.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Hotel

STEAM

the opposition on the other. 
Peralta was greeted with 
chants of “traitor” and 
he was shouted down and 
booed often.

“You are empowering 
the Republicans and ev-
eryone in this room knows 
it,” Jackson Heights resi-
dent Jennifer Dabnau said. 
“Your constituents are an-
gry. We are probably going 
to vote you out.” 

When things would qui-
et down inside the hall, you 
could hear chanting from 
an overflow crowd standing 
behind police lines on 77th 
Street.

“Over the last few 
months I’ve been doing a 
lot of soul-searching about 
where we are going to go 
as a party, where we are go-
ing to go as a community,” 
Peralta explained to the 
crowd inside. “Many of us 
became frustrated with the 
way things were going in 
the state Senate. Then came 
the Trump administration, 
and as we know, we cannot 
sit on the sidelines when it 
comes to this administra-
tion.”

In a separate interview 
with TimesLedger News-
papers, Peralta further ex-
plained that in his district, 
which he calls the United 

Nations of Senate Districts 
because it is where 167 lan-
guages are spoken within a 
mile of Roosevelt Avenue, 
people are worried about 
what is going to happen to 
them and their families 
under the Trump adminis-
tration with its anti-immi-
grant policies that can be 
enacted with the signing of 
an executive order.

“It’s about calming the 
waters,” he said. “I want to 
be able to have that seat at 
the table, have that voice 
to say ‘slow down Republi-
cans.’”

During the town hall 
meeting, Peralta denied a 
New York Post report that 
he joined the IDC to receive 
larger stipends to cover his 
debts. He called the story 
“very fabricated” based on 
outdated financial materi-
als that failed to mention 
his wife’s salary.

Peralta enjoyed support 
from several outspoken 
supporters, including one 
longtime Jackson Heights 
resident who called the op-
position “rude and child-
ish.” IDC state Sens. Diane 
Savino (D-Staten Island) 
and Jesse Hamilton (D-
Brooklyn) were there in 
solidarity with Peralta, but 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) was not and his 
office did not reply to a re-
quest for comment.

At the end of the town 
hall meeting, Peralta left 

through a side door to avoid 
the crowd on the sidewalk. 
On his way to a waiting car 
a woman approached him 
but was escorted away by a 
police officer.

“I decided to hold a town 
hall meeting because I 
wanted to explain my deci-
sion to join the Independent 
Democratic Conference to 
the people of my district,” 
Peralta said Tuesday. “I 
wanted to let my constitu-
ents know about the failures 
of the minority Democratic 
Conference, a conference 
I left because I disagree 
with their objectives of bad 
mouthing and cannibaliz-
ing other Democrats that 
did not agree with them. 
“I stand by my decision 
more than ever. The minor-
ity Democratic Conference 
does not have a legislative 
plan, does not have a plan 
to regain the majority. On 
the contrary, the IDC has a 
vision, a plan that includes 
leading the charge on raise 
the age (for Rikers), on pro-
viding farm workers with 
labor protection, on fight-
ing the homelessness crisis 
in the city. We are on the 
front lines of Trumpism, 
protecting our immigrants, 
our immigrant communi-
ties.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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